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732. 
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Ordered,  That  a Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Statements  contained 
in  the  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  S.  Gamble,  esquire,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
in  reference  to  the  County  of  Clare,  and  to  Report  thereon ; and  into  the  Circumstances  con- 
nected therewith,  which  may  appear  to  them  fit  subjects  for  Investigation. 


Veneris , 26°  die  Martii , 1847. 


Committee  nominated : 

Viscount  Castlereagh. 
Lord  John  Manners. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Sir  David  Dundas. 

Mr.  Wortley. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Sbarman  Crawford. 


Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Renton. 

Sir  William  Clay. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  William  Williams. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers,  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  said  Committee. 


Jovis,  22°  die  Junii,  1847. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  Report  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  them  to  The  Rouse. 
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report. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Statements  con- 
tained in  the  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  S.  Gamble,  Esquire, 
addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works,  in  reference  to  the  County  of  Clare, 
and  to  Report  thereon,  and  into  the  Circumstances  connected  therewith, 
which  may  appear  to  them  (it  Subjects  for  Investigation;  and  to  whom 

several  Petitions  praying  for  Inquiry  were  referred ; Have  considered 

the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following  REPORT ; 


* I 'HE  duty  confided  to  Your  Committee  necessarily  opened  a wide  and  some- 
, tvhat  indefinite  investigation  ; and  the  consideration  that  the  character 
and  conduct  of  the  Members  for  the  County  of  Clare,  and  of  other  landowners 
and  inhabitants  of  tile  western  division  of  that  County,  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  character  and  conduct  of  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  other,  were 
seriously  impugned,  rendered  it  extremely  difficult  to  restrict  the  Evidence  ten- 
dered  to  us. 


. ^ lth  ,a  ™w  ,t0  tang  the  Complaints  and  Charges  on  both  sides  to  some  dis- 
tinct points  of  issue,  we  requested  the  Members  for  Clare  to  specify  in  writing 
the  letters  and  the  statements  of  which  they  complained.  s’ 


from  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr. 


We  also  received  statements  in  writing 
Gamble,  together  with  certain  Extracts. 

But  even  thus,  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  entrusted  to  ns,  and  our  unwillingness 
to  prevent  either  of  the  parties  laying  before  us  such  Evidence  as  they  thought 
material  for  the  vindication  of  their  character,  will  account  for  the  length  of 
time  the  proceedings  have  occupied,  and  the  mass  of  Evidence  we  have  to 
Report  to  The  House. 

The  Evidence  is  in  many  respects  confused  and  contradictory ; yet,  careful 
consideration  may  explain,  and,  to  a certain  extent,  reconcile  the  differences. 

We  think,  that  upon  the  whole  we  shall  best  discharge  our  duty  to  The  House 
and  to  all  parties  concerned,  by  abstaining  from  minute  details  or  observations 
on  many  of  the  allegations  in  the  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  or 
2“  ^ ch“rfes  made  by  the  Relief  Committees  against  officers  of  the 

Board  of  Works  ; and  by  confining  the  expression  of  our  opinion  to  those  points 
which  convey  the  most  serious  imputations.  1 

Adverting  to  the  allegations  which  more  immediately  affect  the  Members  for 
““f’  ‘ , ™'  Pers<>n^  anti  individual  capacity,  we  must  observe  that,  ex- 
cepting  a few  unguarded  words  used  by  Major  M‘Namara,  at  a Presentment 
exPra?sion  personally  addressed  to  Mr.  Millett,  under  some 
S “T  tTkb'1  unmedlately  afterwards  retracted,  the  Evidence  was  principally 
chreeted  to  the  language  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  he  having  taken 
rr®  ”°pe  part. ln  211  the  transactions,  whether  as  Chairman  of  the  Lis- 
Rehef  Committee,  or  as  a member  of  the  Presentment  Sessions  ; and 
mere  is  no  evidence  to  lead  us  to  conclude  that  Major  M’Namara  endeavoured. 


See  Appendix  (A.) 
See  Appendix  (B.) 
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by  direct  or  indirect  menaces,  to  deter  Captain  Wynne  from  pursuing  tlie 
course  of  his  duty,  as  he  appears  to  have  supposed  from  his  Letter  of  the  19th 
See  Appendix  (A.)  December  1846. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  Secretary  of 
See  Appendix  (A.)  the  Board  of  Works,  on  the  5th  December  1846.  which  was  understood  to 
cast  upon  the  Members  for  Clare  the  grave  imputation  that  they  went  to  the 
extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  held  at  Ennistimon  the  day  preceding,  not 
to  transact  business,  hut  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  up  for  assassination 
the  officers  acting  under  the  Board  of  Works,  and  hallooing  on  a mob  of 
1,000  of  the  worst  description,  who  were  present,  we  entirely  acquit  the 
Members  for  Clare  of  any  intention  or  design  which  could  subject  them  to 
such  an  imputation.  Captain  Wynne  himself,  indeed,  in  his  evidence,  modifies 
the  charge,  and  states,  that  although  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare  was 
calculated  not  improbably  to  lead  to  the  assassination  of  some  of  the  officers, 
yet  he  did  not  attribute  to  them  any  such  intention  or  design.  The  principal 
ground  of  dispute  and  controversy  at  that  and  similar  Sessions  between  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  Relief  Committees,  was  the  construc- 
tion to  be  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  Letter ; the  former  contending  that  the 
people  should  be  put  upon  such  works  alone  as  were  of  a permanently  useful 
character,  the  latter  urging  that  it  was  not  only  expedient,  but  proper,  to 
employ  them  upon  works  of  an  immediately  reproductive  nature,  and  in  this 
class  they  particularly  pressed  that  tillage  of  their  land  might  be  included. 
The  opinion  that  this  last  construction  was  the  just  one,  was  entertained  by 
nearly  all  the  magistrates  and  associated  cesspayers  constituting  the  Present- 
ment Sessions ; and  the  arguments  in  favour  of  it  were  urged  with  a good 
deal  of  warmth,  by  Major  M‘Namara  and  several  other  members  of  the  Sessions, 
especially  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  in  opposition  to  the  arguments  adduced 
against  it  by  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble.  The  discussion  took  place  in 
the  presence  and  hearing  of  a great  number  of  people  of  the  labouring  class 
in  the  body  of  the  court,  who  exhibited  excitement  and  much  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  disapproved  of  the  construction  put  upon  the  Letter  in  question  by 
the  officers  of  the  Board,  and  of  the  course  which  they  deemed  it  their  duty 
to  pursue. 


In  like  manner,  in  the  hearing  of  a great  number  of  the  labouring  class,  the 
Members  for  Clare  urged  with  considerable  warmth,  at  another  Presentment 
Sessions,  held  at  Ennistimon  on  the  1 0th  of  December,  charges  of  neglect  of 
duty  which  they  had  preferred  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  local  engineer.  But  it 
is  to  be  observed  that  the  excitement  at  that  meeting,  complained  of  by  Captain 
Wynne  in  his  letter  of  the  same  day,  to  Colonel  Jones,  arose  out  of  a separate 
accusation,  founded  upon  a Memorial  of  a Mr.  Westropp,  charging  the  Lis- 
cannor  Relief  Committee  and  their  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  0 ’Brien,  with 
gross  misconduct  and  partiality  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, — an  accusation 
which  was  not  supported  on  subsequent  investigation  ; and  whatever  blame  may 
attach  to  any  one  there,  for  a scene  of  great  excitement,  it  may,  in  our  opinion, 
receive  some  palliation,  though  not  justification,  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
occasion. 


We  are  of  opinion  that  the  construction  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  Letter,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  relief  under  it  should  he  administered  to  the  people,  were 
proper  and  legitimate  questions  for  the  consideration  of  the  Presentment  Ses- 
sions ; it  was  indeed  essential  that  the  kind  of  work  for  which  they  made 
any  presentment,  should  first  be  defined  and  determined.  If  the  sessions 
adopted  a wrong  construction  of  their  powers,  and  made  presentments  for 
improper  objects,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  inspecting  officer  to  refuse  his  sanc- 
tion,— a duty  which  Captain  Wynne,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  at  times 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  perform  ; nor  do  we  see  any  reason  to  doubt  the 
propriety  of  that  course. 

Again,  it  appears  that  complaints  of  the  conduct  of  an  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works  might  properly  be  brought  before  the  Presentment  Sessions. 

It  is  clear,  also,  that  it  was  competent  for  any  magistrate  or  associated  cess- 
payer  to  express  his  opinion,  or  give  his  decision  on  either  of  those  subjects. 
They  could  only  be  discussed  in  open  court ; the  people  had  by  law  as  well 

as 
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as  custom,  a right  to  be  present,  and  an  attempt  to  exclude  them  would  have 
given  great  dissatisfaction,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  produced  serious  con- 
sequences; but  it  is  in  evidence  that  the  Members  for  Clare,  more  especially 
Mr.  O’Brien,  spoke  under  considerable  excitement,  and  used  strong  language 
in  opposition  to  the  course  proposed  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works';  and 
although  some  of  the  witnesses  have  expressed  a different  opinion,  and  have 
stated  that  the  fact  of  the  Members  for  the  county  showing  themselves  to  be 
the  friends  and  advocates  of  the  people,  was  rather  likely  to  pacify  and  calm 
than  to  excite  them,  we  cannot  but  consider  that,  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
country,  prudence  and  discretion  would  have  pointed  out  to  gentlemen  of  then- 
station  the  necessity  of  great  circumspection  and  forbearance.  The  people 
were  previously  in  a state  of  excitement,  they  were  in  great  distress,  clamorous 
for  more  relief,  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  with  the  provision  made  for  giving  them  employment ; at  such 
a time  any  additional  cause  of  excitement  could  not  but  be  attended  with 
danger  of  increasing  the  ill  feeling  which  then  existed,  and  of  placing  the 
officers  in  some  degree  of  personal  danger. 

We  must  observe,  that  the  statement  of  Captain  Wynne  in  his  letter  of 
the  26th  November  1S46,  to  Lieut. -colonel  Jones,  that  “ he  thought  of  ap- 
plying  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county  to  reconstruct  the  committees,  as  he 
did  not  find  the  directions  for  their  construction  to  warrant  the  appointment 
of  half  gentry,  bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character,  to  whom  the  patronage 
of  the  situation  appeared  of  the  greatest  importance,”  would  lead  to  conclusions 
more  injurious  to  the  members  of  Relief  Committees  generally,  than  were  either 
warranted  or  intended ; the  expression  being  meant  only  to  apply  to  one  par- 
ticular individual. 

It  appears,  indeed,  from  the  evidence  of  Captain  Wynne  himself,  that  both 
the  letters  above  referred  to  were  written  in  the  hurry  and  excitement  of 
much  business  ; that  they  conveyed  a meaning  wider  than  he  intended,  and 
that  if  time  had  permitted,  or  if  he  had  supposed  that  they  would  be  published 
as  formal  and  official  documents,  he  would  have  written  in  a more  careful  and 
guarded  manner. 

We  must  now  advert  to  the  very  serious  imputation  cast  upon  Mr.  C.  O’Brien 
and  Major  M‘Namara,  respectively  chairmen  of  the  Liscannor  and  Killila°-h 
Relief  Committees,  and  also  upon  the  Relief  Committees  of  West  Clare  generally 
in  Captain  Wynne’s  report  addressed  to  J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the 
Boaid  of  Works,  on  the  15th  March  1847,  and  in  his  statement  laid  before 
us  on  the  6th  of  May. 

With  reference  to  the  inquiry  into  this  charge,  and  with  a view  to  elucidate  the 
manner  m which  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  in  particular,  performed  their 
duties,  we  called  for  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body ; and  to  this 
evidence  we  beg  to  cull  attention.  We  have  also  taken  much  testimony  on 
this  point  both  from  members  of  those  Committees  and  from  the  Officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works. 

The  substance  of  the  charge  is,  that  the  Members  for  Clare  and  the  Relief 
Committees  generally  of  West  Clare  placed  on  the  Relief  Works  persons  in 
comfortable  circumstances. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  a similar  charge  of  having  in  some  instances 
put  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  on  the  works,  was  made  by  the  Relief 
Committees  against  the  officers  of  the  Board. 

. 'Te  sh™ld  feel  more  pain  and  difficulty  in  dealing  with  this  part  of  the 
inquiry,  did  we  not  believe  that  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case 
explanations  may  be  found  on  both  sides,  which,  to  a great  extent,  reconcile 
apparent  carelessness  and  misconduct  with  humane  feelings  and  Duritv  of 
intention.  ^ J 

In  considering  the  manner  in  which  duties  of  a distressing  and  novel 
character  were  performed,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a short  review  of  the  state  of 
the  district,  and  of  the  rules  under  which  the  parties  deemed  it  right  to  act. 

The  distress  arising  from  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  and  the  alarm  pro- 
73'2'  b duced 
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duced  by  it,  were  very  severely  felt  in  West  Clare  about  tbe  beginning  of 
August  1846. 

Distress,  alarm,  and  want  continued  to  increase  during  the  remaining  months 
of  the  year. 

Many  persons  previously  in  comparatively  comfortable  circumstances,  hold- 
ing land,  being  on  the  list  of  freeholders,  and  possessing  cattle,  were  then 
either  already  destitute,  or  barely  kept  above  that  state  for  a time,  and  were 
rapidly  sinking  into  poverty  and  destitution. 

The  clamour  and  urgency  of  persons  so  situated  to  be  put  upon  the  Relief 
Lists  became  overpowering. 

Both  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  the  Relief  Committees,  were  sud- 
denly called  upon  to  perform  novel  and  most  arduous  duties,  under  circum- 
stances of  unparalleled  distress  and  pressure  ; the  difficulties  imposed  upon  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  being  increased  by  their  want  of  local  know- 
ledge. 

That  many  irregularities  and  mistakes  unavoidably,  under  such  circum- 
stances, crept  into  the  practice  both  of  committees  and  of  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  Board ; — that  many  persons  obtained  employment  on  the  works 
through  the  medium  sometimes  of  the  one,  and  sometimes  of  the  other,  without 
due  form  or  caution  being  observed and,  that  such  a course  materially  em- 
barrassed the  inspecting  officers  in  the  execution  of  then-  duties,  cannot  be 
disputed. 

The  committees  had  not  the  requisite  experience,  and  sometimes  do  not 
appear  to  have  had  sufficient  instructions  given  them  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  lists  should  be  filled  up.  Sometimes  no  forms  of  lists  were  supplied  to 
them  from  the  Board  of  Works,  and  at  others  the  forms  of  the  lists  and  the 
columns  in  the  lists  were  varied. 

It  is  in  evidence  that  this  caused  considerable  doubt  and  difficulty  in  the 
committees. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  lists  returned  to  the  inspecting 
officers  by  the  committees  were  frequently  filled  up  in  a manner  which 
did  not  convey  clear  information  of  the  state  of  the  parties  on  the  lists, 
and  did  mislead  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  held  by  them,  and  still  more  as 
to  the  number  in  their  families.  But  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  committees 
were  themselves  often  misled  by  the  applicants,  or  by  those  of  whom  they  asked 
information.  The  sort  of  work  was  new  to  them ; and  owing,  as  Captain 
Wynne  stated,  to  the  calls  on  his  time  and  attention  being  so  various  and 
pressing,  some  of  the  committees  had  not  at  all  times  so  much  assistance  from 
him  as  might  have  been  wished.  The  Liscannor  Relief  Committee  he  was  un- 
able ever  to  attend,  either  to  give  instructions  or  to  ask  explanations. 

We  are.  convinced  that  much  of  the  misunderstanding  between  the  in- 
specting officers  and  the  Relief  Committees,  and  of  the  complaints  on  both 
sides,  have  arisen  from  the  inspecting  officers  having  adopted  one  rule  and 
principle  on  which  to  judge  of  the  destitution  of  applicants  ; the  committees 
another.  rlhe  former  took  as  a privid  facie  test,  the  mere  facts  of  occupation 
of  land  and  possession  of  cattle,  being  rarely  able  to  check  this  test  by  local 
inquiries  ; the  latter  treated  those  facts  as  no  positive  guides ; they  acted  upon 
the  representations  of  members  of  their  body,  or  others  acquainted  with  the 
applicants  and  their  neighbourhood  ; also  upon  inquiries  from  the  applicants 
themselves : in  this,  however,  they  were  no  doubt  frequently  misled  by  erro- 
neous information.  In  like  manner,  the  mere  fact  of  having  land  and  cattle 
frequently  led  to  erroneous  conclusions,  the  applicants  so  situated  being  often 
in  as  great  destitution  as  those  who  had  none ; in  many  cases  the  land  was 
for  the  time  unavailable ; its  crop  had  failed,  and  no  food  was  produced  from 
it ; the  cattle  also  could  afford  little  or  no  relief ; they  likewise  had  suffered 
from  want  of  food,  and  were  in  too  poor  condition  for  sale,  even  had  purchasers 
been  found  in  possession  of  money  wherewith  to  buy.  In  many  instances  the 
Committees  acted  upon  the  reasoning,  that  to  refuse  employment  on  the  works 
to  persons  being  barely  above  destitution,  must  have  produced  irretrievable 
ruin,  which  temporary  relief  might  perhaps  avert. 
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We  regret  the  misunderstandings  and  differences  which  appear  to  have 
ansen  between  some  of  the  gentry  of  the  country  and  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  \\  orks ; but  we  deem  it  advisable  to  pass  over  many  of  the  minor 
complaints  made  on  both  sides,  with  the  single  remark,  that  the  difficulties  of 
their  position  afford  excuse  for  some  irregularities. 

With  regard  to  the  more  important  misunderstandings  and  differences  we 
think  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  were  borne  out  by  their  instructions  ’and 
by  the  fair  construction  of  their  powers,  in  the  views  and  policy  which  they 
adopted;  and  as  to  the  Members  for  Clare,  we  do  not  see  any  valid  ground 
either  in  their  having  urged  arguments  in  favour  of  the  more  extended  or 
different  distribution  of  relief,  or  in  the  irregularities  before  alluded  to  for 
casting  any  reflection  upon  their  personal  honour. 

It  is  due  to  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  to  state  that  their  cha- 
racters have  been  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  many  witnesses  who 
appeared  before  us;  they  are  described  as  being  hospitable  neighbours 
and  liberal  landlords;  as  employing  great  numbers  of  labourers,  and  ex- 
pending much  money  in  the  improvement  of  their  land,  and  in  rendering 
comfortable  the  dwellings  of  their  tenants  ; and  as  being  kind  and  attentive  to 
the  wants  and  interests  of  the  poor. 

We  cannot  conclude  our  Report  without  expressing  an  opinion  that  the  in- 
specting officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  the  local  engineer 
whose  conduct  was  more  immediately  brought  before  us,  discharged  duties  of 
no  ordinary  difficulty  with  honour,  zeal,  and  unwearied  activity. 


22  July  184/. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Mtr cur'd,  31°  die  Martii,  184/. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien 
Mr.  Thomely. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

Committee  deliberated  on  course  of  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Com- 
mittee with  a written  statement  specifying  the  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  S.  Gamble, 
Esq.,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works, 'in  reference  to  the  county  of  Clare,  and  the  state- 
ments in  such  Letters  of  which  they  complain. 

Members  for  the  county  of  Clare  and  Captain  Wynne  called  in,  and  informed  thereof. 

[The  Committee  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  19th  of  April,  at  One  o’clock. 


Mr.  H.  A.  Aglionby. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Lord  Castlereagh. 

Sir  W.  Clay. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 


Luna,  19°  die  Aprilis,  1847- 


members  present: 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


The  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thomely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Repton. 


Mr.  Belle w. 

Lord  J.  Manners. 

Mr.  Wortley. 

Mr.  Shannan  Crawford. 
Mr.  Borthwick. 


Minutes  of  last  day’s  meeting,  and  reference  to  Committee,  read. 

Statement  prepared  by  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  put  in  and  read.— See 
Appendix  (A.) 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  statement  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  be  for- 
warded to  Captain  Wynne,  with  an  intimation  that  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day next,  the  26th,  when  they  would  be  ready  to  hear  his  case,  and  to  examine  his 
Witnesses. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday,  26th  instant,  at  One  o’clock. 


Luna,  26°  die  Aprilis , 1847. 


members  present  : 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Thomely. 

Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford- 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Sir  William  Clay. 


Captain  Wynne  called,  and  examined  ; and  put  in  the  following  list  of  Witnesses,  whom 
he  was  desirous  of  having  summoned : — 

Captain  Gordon,  59th  Regiment,  Ennis. 

Captain  Fishboume,  b.  n.,  Ennis. 

Lieutenant  Bay  ley,  r.  e. 

Very  Rev.  Archdeacon  IThitty,  Ennistimon,  County  Clare. 

John 
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John  Fitzgerald,  Esq.  c.e.,  Ennis. 

Richard  Millett,  Esq.  c.  e.,  Ennis. 

John  Petty,  Esq.  c.e.,  Ennis. 

John  K.  Walker,  Esq.,  office  of  “ Clare  Journal.” 

Edward  Burton , Esq.,  Clifton,  Corofin. 

[Withdrew'. 

Committee  deliberated  on  their  course  of  proceeding,  and  resolved.  That  the  Chairman  be 
requested  to  inform  Captain  Wynne  that  summonses  would  this  day  be  issued  for  the  6th 
of  May,  for  the  Witnesses  mentioned  in  the  list  lie  had  given  in;  and  that  Captain  Wynne 
must  consider  himself  imperatively  bound  to  attend  the  Committee,  with  the  Witnesses,  on 
that  day. 

Captain  Wynne  again  called  in,  and  informed  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Witnesses  named  in  the  list  above  be  summoned  for  Thursday,  the 
Gth  of  May. 

[Adjourned  till  Thursday,  Gth  May,  at  Twelve  o’clock. 


Jovis,  6*  die  JMavi,  1847- 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Belle w. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Sir  John  Walsh. 

Sir  William  Clay. 


Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  William  Williams. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 


Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  called,  and  severally  put  in  Statements  and  Extracts.— 
See  Appendix  (B.) 


[Adjourned  till  Friday,  7th  May,  at  half-past  Twelve  o’clock. 


Veneris,  21°  die  Hcdi , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Mr.  W.  Williams. 
Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Lord  J.  Manners. 


Room  cleared ; Committee  deliberated. 

Motion  made  (Mr.  Thornely),  “That  Mr.  Edward  Burton  be  now  examined.” 
Question  put. 

Committee  divided — 

Ayes,  6.  I Noes  3. 

Mr.  W.  Williams.  Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Repton.  , Mr-  Solicitor-General. 

Sir  John  Walsh.  _ ‘ 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Bellew. 


Motion  made  (Mr.  Solicitor-General),  ■■  That  the  Chairman  be  instructed  to  ask  leave  of 
lhe  House  for  the  Committee  to  sit,  notwithstanding  the  adjournment  of  The  House.” 
Question  put. 

Committee  divided— 

Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 


Ayes,  2. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Bellew. 


Lord  J.  Manners. 


732- 


[Adjourned  till  Monday,  31st,  at  Twelve  o’clock, 
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Veneris,  4°  die  Junii,  1847- 


members  present: 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 


Mr.  Gamble  again  called,  and  further  examined. 

Motion  made  ( Solicitor- General ),  "That  the  names  mentioned  by  the  Witness  in  his 
answers  be  omitted.” 

The  Committee  divided — 

Ayes,  8. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Lord  John  Manners. 

Sir  John  "Walsh. 

[Adjourned  till  Monday,  7th,  at  half-past  Twelve  o’clock. 


noes,  is. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  W.  Williams. 


Mercurii,  9°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 


Henry  A. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Lord  John  Manners. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 


Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Mackinnon. 

M r.  Repton. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley. 
Mr.  Borthwick. 


Room  cleared. 

Committee  deliberated. 

Resolved,  That  Sir  Burton  M ‘Namara  be  called  in  and  examined  as  to  the  opinion  of  the 
gentry  of  West  Clare  with  regard  to  the  system  of  relief  works,  under  the  Dth  & 10th 
Viet. — (Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.) 

[Adjourned  till  Twelve  o’clock  To-morrow. 


Luna,  19°  die  Julii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General.  I Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Repton.  Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.  | Mr.  Borthwick. 

Draft  Report  read  and  considered. 

[Adjourned  till  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Martis,  20*  die  Julii,  184 7. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT: 

Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Repton.  I Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Mr.  Thornely.  I Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 

Mr.  W.  Williams.  j Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Draft  Report  further  considered. 

Paragraph  beginning  “ In  like  manner,”  amendment  proposed,  in  last  line  but  one,  to 
leave  out  the  word  “ if,”  and  to  insert  the  word  “ though  ” instead. 

Question,  “ That  the  word  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph,”  put. 
Committee  divided — 


Aye,  1.  Noes,  3. 

Mr.  W.  Williams.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Word  struck  out. 

Question,  “ that  the  word  * though  ’ be  inserted  ; ” put  and  agreed  to. 

[Adjourned  till  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  o’clock. 


Mercurii,  21°  die  Julii , 1847. 


Henry  A.  Aglionby,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  W.  Williams.  I Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 

Mr.  Repton.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. 

Mr.  Thornely.  ! 

Draft  Report  further  considered. 

Paragraph  beginning  “ With  reference,”  amendment  proposed  (Mr.  Solicitor- General),  to 
leave  out  all  the  words  after  “ attention  ” to  the  end  ol  the  sentence. 

Question,  “ That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph,”  put. 
Committee  divided — 


Aye,  1. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


Words  struck  out. 


Noes,  3. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 


Paragraph  beginning  “It  is  clear  also,”  amendment  moved  (Mr.  Solicitor-General),  to 
add  at  the  end  the  words,  “ and  of  placing  the  officers  in  some  degree  of  personal  danger.” 
Question  put. 

Committee  divided — 


Ayes,  3. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Borthwick. 

Words  added. 

Other  amendments  made. 
Report  agreed  to. 

Chairman  ordered  to  Report. 


Noes,  2. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 
Mr.  Thornely. 
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EXPENSES  OF  WITNESSES. 


By  what  Member 

Date 

Date 

Total 

Number  of 

Expense 

Expenses 

TOTAL 

of 

of  Committee 
Motion  made  for 

of 

of 

Number 
of  Days 

Examination 
by  Committee, 
or  acting 
specially  under 

Journey  to 
London 

Expenses 
allowed  to 

WITNESS. 

CONDITION. 

of  the  Witness. 

Arrival. 

Discharge. 

London. 

and  hack. 

London. 

Witness. 

their  Orders. 

£. 

a. 

d. 

£. 

a. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Francis  Daly  - 

Shopkeeper  - 

. 

1 0 May 

3 June 

25 

Not  examined 

16 

~ 

26 

5 

42  5 - 

Richard  Davis  - 

Esquire 

- 

10  — 

3 — 

25 

- ditto 

10 

- 

~ 

20 

5 

42  5 - 

William  Russell 

Reporter 

. 

r 7 — 
1.31- 

21  May\ 

18 

1 

- 

18  18 

- 

18  18  - 

John  Fitzgerald- 

Civil  Engineer  - 

. 

0 — 

3 — 

20 

2 

16 

- 

- 

30 

9 

46  9 - 

Richard  Millett 

- ditto 

- 

G — 

3 — 

29 

2 

16 

- 

30 

9 

46  9 - 

John  Petty 

- ditto 

- 

G — 

2 — 

28 

2 

16 

" 

29 

8 

45  8 - 

William  B.  Galway  - 

- ditto 

- 

10  — 

3 — 

25 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

- 

26 

5 

- 

42  5 - 

Edward  Burton 

Esquire 

. 

G — 

21  May 

16 

1 

16 

- 

- 

1G 

16 

- 

32  16  - 

James  K.  Walker 

Reporter 

- 

G — 

21  — 

10 

1 

16 

" 

- 

1G 

1C 

- 

32  16  - 

Patrick  MTnerney  - 

Overseer  of  Works 

- 

13  — 

2 Juno 

21 

1 

16 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

26  10  - 

Michael  Mullaven 

Check  Clerk 

- 

14  — 

3 — 

21 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

20  10  - 

William  Holmes 

Overseer  of  Works 

13  — 

3 — 

22 

- ditto 

16 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

27  - - 

John  Pratt 

Esquire 

13  — 

3 — 

22 

- ditto 

16 

- 

- 

23 

2 

- 

39  2 - 

Dennis  O’Brien  - 

Farmer 

. 

14  — 

7 — 

25 

1 

16 

- 

- 

12 

10 

- 

28  10  - 

Michael  Lynch  - 

Overseer  of  Works 

. 

14  — 

3 — 

21 

2 

16 

- 

- 

10  10 

- 

26  10  - 

John  Smith 

- ditto 

. 

13  — 

3 — 

22 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

27  - - 

Daniel  N eylan  - 

Farmer 

. 

13  — 

8 — 

27 

2 

16 

- 

- 

13  10 

- 

29  10  - 

James  Connellan 

Overseer  of  Works 

. 

13  — 

3 — 

22 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

- 

11 

- 

27  - - 

William  Molloy 

- ditto 

. 

13  — 

3 — 

21 

1 

16 

- 

- 

10  10 

- 

26  10  - 

Archdeacon  Whitty  - 

Church 

- 

6 — 

21  May 

16 

2 

16 

- 

- 

16  16 

- 

32  16  - 

William  E.  Major 

Assistant  Barrister 

- 

14  — 

31  — 

18 

1 

10 

- 

- 

18  18 

- 

28  18  - 

Captain  Fishbourn  - 

R.N.  - 

- 

G — 

lJunc 

27 

1 

10 

- 

- 

28 

7 

" 

38  7 - 

Robert  Kierse  - 

Overseer  of  Works 

14  May 

3 June 

21 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

26  10  - 

John  Whitestone 

Esquire 

14  — 

3 — 

21 

- ditto 

16 

- 

- 

22 

1 

- 

38  1 - 

Captain  Bailey  - 

Royal  Engineers  - 

6 — 

31  May 

20 

1 

11 

4 

- 

27 

6 

- 

38  10  - 

John  HiH 

C.  E.  - 

. 

14  — 

10  June 

28 

1 

16 

- 

- 

29 

8 

- 

45  8 - 

James  Shannon  - 

M.  D.  - - 

- 

14  — 

11  — 

21 

2 

16 

- 

- 

91 

7 

- 

107  7 - 

Roman  Catholic 

. 

14  — 

16  — 

34 

2 

16 

- 

- 

35 

14 

- 

51  14  - 

Priest. 

Michael  Eerin 

Solicitor 

14  — 

14  — 

32 

Not  examined 

16 

- 

67 

4 

- 

83  4 - 

John  C oilman  - - 

Secretary  to  Relief 

. 

14  — 

15  — 

33 

1 

16 

- 

- 

34  13 

- 

50  13  - 

Committees. 

Richard  Calcntl 

Clerk  of  Petty  Ses- 

- 

14  — 

14  — 

32 

1 

16 

- 

- 

33 

12 

" 

49  12  - 

Rev.  Charles  Fitzgerald 

Church 

14  — 

17  — 

35 

1 

16 

- 

- 

36  15 

- 

52  15  - 

John  Higgins  - 

Esq.  ... 

IS  — 

25  — 

45 

3 

10 

- 

- 

46 

4 

- 

56  4 - 

William  H.  M'Grath  - 

Solicitor 

- 

13  — 

14  — 

33 

Not  examined 

10 

- 

- 

69 

6 

- 

79  6 - 

John  St&cpooU  O'Brien 

Esq.  - 

. 

14  — 

10  — 

28' 

1 

16 

- 

- 

29 

8 

- 

45  8 - 

Lieut.  Morris 

Royal  Navy 

14  — 

11  — 

29 

1 

16 

- 

- 

30 

9 

- 

46  9 - 

Rev.  Thady  Shannon 

Roman  Catholic 

. 

14  — 

22  — 

40 

4 

16 

- 

- 

42 

- 

- 

58  - - 

Priest. 

Capt  Henry  Gordon  - 

50th  Regiment 

6 — 

25  — 

51 

8 

16 

- 

- 

53 

11 

- 

69  11  - 

Samuel  Gamble  - 

C.E.  - - - 

. 

6 — 

26  — 

52 

7 

16 

- 

- 

54  12 

- 

70  12  - 

B.  Wynne 

Esq. 

- • - 

/31Mar. 

\26Apl. 

1 Apl.  "I 
26  June  J 

64 

14 

22 

10 

- 

67 

4 

- 

89  14  - 

£. 

1,792  12  - 

f;  • ~ _ . list 
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LIST  OF  WITNESSES. 


Jovis,  6°  die  Mail , 1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  1 

Veneris , 70  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  25 

Lieut.-colonel  H.  D.  Jones  - - p.  36 

Luna,  io°  die  Maii , 1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - “P-45 

Martis,  ll°  die  Maii , 1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  68 

Mercurii,  120  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  92 

S.  Gamble,  Esq.  - - - - p.  109 

Jovis,  130  die  Maii,  1847. 

S.  Gamble,  Esq.  - - - - p.  122 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  140 

Veneris,  14°  die  Maii,  1847. 

S.  Gamble,  Esq.  - - - - p.  143 

Luna,  170  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  159 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon  - - p.  161 

Martis,  180  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon  - - p.  168 

Captain  E.  Wynne  - - - p.  183 

Jovis,  20°  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon  pp.  185.  195.  199 
Captain  E.  Wynne  - - pp.  194.  199 

Veneris,  21°  die  Maii,  1847. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon  - - p.  208 

E.  W.  Burton,  Esq.  - - - p.  211 

Mr.  J.  K.  Walker  - - - p.  219  j 

Rev.  Archdeacon  J.  Wbitty  - - p.  245  I 

Luna,  310  die  Maii,  1847. 

Rev.  Archdeacon  J.  Whitty  - - p.  262 

W.  E.  Major,  Esq.  - - - p.  268 

Captain  G.  Baillie  - - - p.  269 

Mr.  R.  Millett  - - - - p.  274 


Mercurii,  20  die  Junii,  1 847. 


Mr.  W.  Moloy  - 

Mr.  J.  Petty  - 

Michael  Lynch  - 
Patrick  M'Inirney  - 

Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  - 

P-  32.Q 
P-  333 
P-  339 

[>•  340 
P-  344 

Jovis,  30  die  Junii,  1847. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon 

John  Fitzgerald  - - - - 

Michael  Lynch  - 

Mr.  John  Petty  - - - - 

P-  351 
p-  362 
P-  362 
P-  367 

Veneris,  40  die  Junii,  1847. 

S.  Gamble,  Esq.  - 

P-  367 

Luna,  70  die  Junii,  1847. 

Dennis  O’Biien  - 
Daniel  Naylan  - 
Mr.  S.  Gamble  - - - - 

P-  385 
P-  392 
P-  399 

Martis,  8°  die  Junii,  1847. 

Daniel  Naylan  - 
Captain  H.  W.  Gordon 
Captain  E.  Wynne  - 

Sir  B.  Macnamara  - 

p.  401 
p.  405 
p.  406 
p.417 

Mercurii,  90  die  Junii,  1847. 

Sir  B.  Macnamara  - - - 

J.  Hill,  Esq.  .... 

J.  S.  O’Brien  - 

p.418 
P-  419 
P-437 

Jovis,  1 0°  die  Junii,  1847. 

Lieutenant  E.  J.  Minris 
Captain  E.  Wynne  - 

Dr.  J.  Shannon  - 

P-  447 
p.  465 
p.  472 

Veneris,  110  die  Junii,  1847. 

Dr.  J.  Shannon  - pp.  476.  486.  478 
S.  Gamble,  Esq.  - - pp.  486,  487 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE. 


Jovis,  6°  die  Mali , 1847. 


MEMBERS 

Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Sir  William  Clay. 

Mr.  Skarman  Crawford. 

Sir  David  Duiidas. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 


PRESENT. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne  called,  and  put  in  a written  Statement. 

Vide  Appendix  (B.) 

Mr.  Gamble  called,  and  put  in  a written  Statement. 

Vide  Appendix  (B.) 

Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

'■  Chairman.]  ARE  you  in  the  army  ’—Not  at  present ; I am  retired;  I have 
sold  out. 

2.  Have  you  been  some  time,  in  the  employment  of  Government,  under  the 

board  of  Works  in  Ireland  r— My  first  employment  was  in  the  county  of  Clare 
on  the  28th  October  of  last  year.  J 

3.  Employed  there  by  the  Board  of  Works  ?— By  the  Board  of  Works. 

4-  In  the  duty  of  inspecting  officer  ? — Inspecting  officer. 

5^  With  reference  to  the  application  of  funds  under  the  Parliamentary  grant? 

6.  Have  you  a copy  of  your  instructions  here  under  which  .you  were  sent 
down  ? — It  is  in  the  Blue  Book. 

7-  Were  you  first  employed  in  Clare  ?— Yes. 

8.  Was  that  your  first  employment  under  the  Government  at  all  ? Yes. 

9.  And  immediately  on  being  employed  you  were  sent  down  to  Clare  ?— Yes. 

10.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Where  are  the  instructions? — Page  12  of  the 
Returns  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

. V ' t^ie  Printed  paper  which  you  delivered  to  the  Committee,  in  accordance 

with  what  was  expressed  at  the  last  meeting  ? — Yes. 

12.  Chairman. j Will  you  look  at  the  paper  presented  to  Parliament,  marked 
180,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  15  March  1847;  is  that  the  paper  to  which 
you  allude  ?— That  is  the  paper. 

13.  Are  the  instructions  to  which  you  allude  to  be  found  in  page  12  of  that 
Parliamentary  paper? — Part  of  them  are,  sir;  circulars  were  issued  from  time  to 
time,  and  I believe  are  in  those  papers  too,  as  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

14.  In  the  preceding  page  I see  a quantity  of  instructions  marked  No.  1 ? — 
Clare  ^ instructions  l^at  were  Put  into  my  hands  on  my  being  appointed  to 

15.  When  you  referred  to  page  12,  had  you  a paper  in  which  the  pages  differ 
from  the  one  which  you  now  have  ? — The  pages  do  not  correspond. 

0A05-  B 16.  In 
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16.  In  the  paper  you  have  before  you,  do  you  find  in  page  10,  “ No.  1,  Office 
of  Board  of  Works,”  a certain  set  of  instructions  ? — I do. 

17.  Are  these  the  instructions  to  which  you  alluded  when  you  said  you  had 
instructions  given  to  you? — Yes,  they  are. 

18.  In  the  next  page  but  one,  page  12,  there  appears  to  be  a continuation  of 
instructions,- dated  Board  of  Works,  No.  2,  signed  Joseph  C.  Walker,  secretary; 
is  that  part  of  your  instructions  also  ? —These  refer  to  the  management  of  stewards 
and  overseers,  for  Mr.  Gamble. 

. 19.  Were  these  instructions  given  to  you? — No;  they  were  directed  to  Mr. 
Gamble  ; and  from  the  nature  of  them,  they  appear  intended  for  him,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  no  part  of  my  duty. 

20.  No.  1 were  the  instructions  under  which  you  acted? — These  were  varied 
from  time  to  time  by  circulars,  as  occasion  required,  and  I believe  these  are  the 
circulars;  but  these  are  not  produced  by  me ; these  are  circulars  from  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  I have  never  read  them  over  till  this  very  moment  since  this 
matter  began. 

21.  You  are  asked  whether  you  had  any  instructions  given  to  you  to  regulate 
your  conduct ; you  said  you  had ; the  Committee  desired  you  should  put  in 
all  the  instructions  you  yourself  received  from  the  Board  of  Works  respecting 
the  management  of  your  department  ? — There  is  a difficulty ; I was  not  prepared 
for  the  course  that  would  be  taken ; but  all  these  circulars  from  the  Board  of 
Works  referring  to  the  inspecting  officer,  and  not  Mr.  Gamble,  the  engineering 
charge,  were  intended  for  my  guidance. 

22.  Would  you  be  prepared  to  give  the  Committee  to-morrow  the  list  of  the 
instructions  sent  to  you,  and  reference  to  the  pages  in  the  Parliamentary  Return 
where  they  are  to  be  found  ? — I will. 

23.  I perceive  on  that  day  you  did  write  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jones,  on  the 
10th  November  1846  ? — I did. 

24.  And  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  Blue  Book  of  correspondence,  from  July 
1846  to  January  1847,  relating  to  the  measures  adopted  for  relieving  distress  in 
Ireland,  page  170? — Yes. 

25.  Now,  before  you  wrote  that  letter,  will  you  inform  the  Committee  what 
your  employment  was? — The  moment  I arrived  at  Clare,  which  was  11  o’clock 
in  the  day,  I proceeded  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  locality,  with  the 
country  round  about,  and  with  the  gentry,  to  pick  up  as  much  information  as  I 
could  from  amongst  the  local  gentry.  I did  not  go  over  from  Ennis  on  the  two 
first  days.  If  I had  my  journal,  I could  tell  the  precise  proceedings.  My  two 
first  days  were  occupied  in  making  myself  acquainted  with  the  locality,  and  with 
the  opinions  of  the  gentry,  and  picking  up  as  much  information  as  I could  relative 
to  my  future  course  of  proceeding. 

26.  Did  you  find  any  of  the  officers  of  Government  employed  there  before  you 
arrived  ? — I did. 

27.  Who  were  they? — Captain  O’Brien,  whom  I relieved. 

28.  Had  he  left  before  you  arrived? — No,  he  had  been  appointed  to  the 
western  division,  on  the  removal  of  Captain  Baillie. 

29.  I presume,  during  those  two  days,  you  had  some  communication  with 
Captain  O’Brien  ? — I had,  and  Mr.  Gamble. 

30.  Do  you  know  at  all  how  long  any  Government  officers  had  been  employed 
in  the  county  of  Clare  before  you  were  sent  there  ? — I believe  all  last  summer 
the  relief  works  were  carried  on  in  parts  of  the  county. 

31.  Probably  Mr.  Gamble  may  know  that  better  than  you,  as  he  was  there 
before  you? — Yes;  but  with  regard  to  Captain  O’Brien,  he  had  been  there 
about  eight  days,  and  the  morning  I arrived  he  had  sent  in  his  resignation ; 
he  had  been  appointed  to  the  eastern  division,  on  the  resignation  «jf  the  in- 
specting officer  in  the  district : upon  my  representations  he  withdrew  his  resigna- 
tion, and  we  lived  together  for  nearly  two  months,  he  taking  the  charge  of  the 
eastern  division  and  I of  the  west. 

32.  Did  you  find  the  system,  and  the  administration  of  the  system,  in  opera- 
tion when  you  arrived? — I did,  sir. 

33.  You  said  you  passed  the  first  two  days  in  ascertaining  the  locality  and 

inquiring 
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inquiring  into  the  cirsumstances  of  the  country,  and  making  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  gentry ; what  were  the  duties  you  performed,  and  when  ?— On  these 
two  days,  sir,  I drove  about  the  country,  making  myself  acquainted  with  the 
geography  of  that  country.  I stopped  on  different  works,  and  asked  the  men  if 
they  had  any  complaints  to  make  ; if  they  had  been  regularly  paid,  and  if  the 
stewards  and  other  officers  on  the  works  were  doing  their  duty ; my  attention 
was  particularly  directed  to  that  by  the  Commissioners. 

34.  By  the  expression  “ the  men,”  do  you  mean  the  labourers  employed 
under  the  inspection  of  officers  of  public  works  ? — Yes. 

35.  What  was  the  impression  formed  in  your  mind  by  the  inquiries  you  made 
of  the  men  who  were  so  employed  ?— In  some  roads  I found  the  men  were  very 
much  dissatisfied,  and  very  turbulent,  indeed  so  much  so,  that  they  said  if  the 
system  of  task-work  was  continued  they  would  not  remain  quiet,  they  would 
take  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  they  would  plunder,  they  would  not  die  • 
their  expression  was,  “ We  are  not  men  to  die  in 'a  ditch ; if  we  are  not  treated 
better  than  we  are,  we  will  rob  and  plunder,  and  help  ourselves.” 

36.  Upon  what  ground  did  they  make  that  complaint  ?— They  had  objection 
to  task-work,  upon  the  grounds  that  they  could  not  earn  what  they  conceived 
was  sufficient  for  supporting  them. 

37.  Was  the  system  of  task-work,  and  the  wages  to  be  paid  for  it,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Works?— It  was,  and  we  had  no  choice  but  of  insist- 
ing upon  task-work  or  8d.  a day. 

38.  Did  that  discontent  exist  amongst  great  numbers?— It  was  almost  universal. 

39-  Did  you  take  any  steps  to  give  them  information,  and  bring  them  into 

better  order — I did  ; I told  them  the  orders  were  made,  and  that  they  had  no 
alternative  but  to  take  the  task-work,  or  8 d.  a day.  We  had  no  alternative  and 
we  were  determined  to  act  up  to  the  orders. 

40.  Did  that  satisfy  them  ? — Not  at  all. 

47.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  How  long  had  the  task-work  been  enforced  ?—I 
think  since  September  I found  attempts  made  at  a sort  of  task-work,  that  is 
endeavours  to  establish  it.  ’ 


42.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  What  did  they  earn  by  task-work  generally  ?— They  did 
not  appear  to  me  to  exert  themselves,  but  they  could  earn  considerably  more 
than  8d.  per  day.  Mr.  Gamble  had  directions  from  the  Board  of  Works  to 
allow,  such  prices  as  would  enable  them  to  earn  upwards  of  a shilling,  but  I 
think  they  rarely  entitled  themselves  to  that  sum;  latterly  they  did  entitle 
themselves  to  a great  deal  more,  and  sometimes  double  that. 

43-  Mr .Bellew.]  Were  you  able  to  carry  through  the  system  of  task-work  9 
— We  could  not  give  up  the  task-work  ; they  were  allowed  so  much  a day  for 
maintenance  and  subsistence,  and  they  rarely  earned  that  money. 

44.  Did  you  ascertain  the  condition  and  means  of  the  men  so  employed,  or 
did  you  limit  your  inquiries  to  the  question  whether  they  were  satisfied  or  dis- 
satisfied, and  their  reasons  ? — I did  not  limit  my  inquiries.  I received  com- 
plaints. 1 do  not  say  I made  inquiries  or  sought  information  that  day,  for  I did 
not;  but  every  road  I went  upon  I received  complaints  that  certain  men  were 
employed  upon  that  road  who  were  in  better  circumstances  than  those  who  were 
seeking  employment,  and  were  at  that  time  unemployed. 

• 4 u T,(l0Se  comPIaints  w.ere  made  t0  you,  not  by  the  persons  you  found  labour- 
ing,  but  by  persons  not  having  employment  ? — No,  by  persons  on  the  road  coming 
to  me.  1 found  a great  number  of  them  with  Captain  O’Brien  ; there  were  a 
number  of  them  at  Captain  O’Brien’s  door  the  morning  I arrived,  and  when  he 
immediately38  mai1  t0  aPPly  t0’  * rece'ved  complaints  in  great  numbers 


46.  Did  they  speak  for  themselves,  or  of  their  neighbours  who  were  more 
destitute  than  those  employed  ?— They  spoke  for  themselves,  for  their  own  claims 
lor  employment  as  being  stronger  than  those  that  were  employed. 

47-  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  many  you  found  employed  on  the 
works  to  which  you  alluded  ? — I really  could  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  that. 

48.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  it  an  increasing  number  ?— Decidedly  so; 
it  was  an  increasing  number.  ■ 


0.105. 
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4Q.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Do  you  think  a large  number  of  the  persons  employed  could 
earn  a shilling  a day?— I am  quite  sure  there  were  a very  few  men  employed 
at  the  rate  of  wages  that  Mr.  Gamble  gave,  and  directed  his  assistant  engineers 
to  give,  that  could  not  earn  Is.  a day,  at  prices  they  had  orders  to  give.  I 
don’t-think  there  was  any  man  who  had  any  pretensions  to  be  a labourer,  who 
was  not  a cripple,  or  very  old,  or  very  young,  that  could  not  have  earned  a 
shilling  a day. 

50.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  By  task-work  ?— Yes,  sir. 

51.  As  you  addressed  yourself  to  the  people  on  the  roads,  I wish  to  know  how 
many  you  found  employed  ? — I suppose  T visited  roads  that  day  where  there 
Were  employed  from  S00  to  1,200  ; it  was  impossible  for  me  to  make  a precise 
calculation. 

52.  About  how  many  did  you  find  unemployed,  who  made  complaints  to  you 

of  not  receiving  work  though  those  in  better  circumstances  did  ? — I suppose  the 
first  day  or  two  first  days,  at  least  150.  * 

53.  I presume  you  had  no  opportunity  of  making  an  investigation  into  those 
complaints  ? — No,  except  from  Captain  O’Brien  and  some  of  the  gentry. 

54.  How  soon  after  did  you  put  yourself  in  communications  with  the  relief 
committees  of  that  district  ? — I think  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  November, 

55.  That  is,  the  same  day  you  went  from  Ennis  ?— I beg  your  pardon ; on  the 
3d  of  November  I went  to  Clondegad. 

56.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Before  you  go  to  the  relief  committee,  perhaps  you 
will  tell  us  whether  the  people  on  the  road  who  complained  of  the  orders  under 
which  they  received  task-work,  complained  of  it  because  they  did  not  know  what 
amount  of  pay  they  would  receive  ? — Very  often  ; I found  that  complaint  very 
general  too. 

57.  Were  Mr.  Gamble’s  orders  made  known  to  the  people  employed  on  the 
road? — They  were. 

58.  Clearly? — Clearly. 

59.  After  those  complaints  were  made  ? — Before,  and  in  every  case  where  Mr. 
Gamble  had  an  opportunity. 

60.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  it  made  clear  to  them,  that  by  this  task-work 
they  could  earn  as  much  as  1 s.  a day  ? — I often  told  them  myself ; I believe 
Mr.  Gamble  did ; I have  heard  Mr.  Gamble  explain  the  matter  to  them  too,  and 
his  directions  were,  that  the  prices  should  be  so  regulated  that  they  could,  by  a 
fair  day’s  work,  earn  upwards  of  1 s.  a day. 

61.  Were  they  paid  once  a week? — Every  exertion  was  made  ; when  I went 
down  first  there  were  some  irregularities  amongst  the  pay  clerks,  and  they  were 
sometimes  not  paid  on  all  the  works  once  a week. 

62.  Was  the  work  measured  once  a week  to  ascertain  the  amount? — No,  it 
was  not;  they  received  their  subsistence,  and  the  works  were  not  generally 
measured  at  the  close  of  every  week,  and  there  were  complaints  on  that  score 
too. 

63.  You  think,  in  point  of  fact,  that  complaints  arose  from  their. not  suffi- 
ciently understanding  what  would  be  the  amount  of  their  earnings  ? — No,  I do 
not  go  so  far  as  that ; I think  they  had  set  their  faces  against  task-work ; as 
being  a new  system,  in  fact  what  I have  always  found  to  be  the  case,  great  aver- 
sion is  manifested  to  anything  in  the  shape  of  innovation,  and  it  has  been  proved 
to  me  that  was  the  case,  because  lately  they  became  very  anxious  for  task-work, 
and  in  fact  the  stopping  of  the  task-work  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  the 
outrage  on  Captain  Fishbourne. 

64.  Mr.  BorthivicTc.]  By  whom  was  that  outrage  committed? — By  the 
people. 

65.  They  were  discontented  with  task-work  ? — At  first  and  until  latterly, 
when  the  task-work  was  discontinued. 

66.  Mr.TF.  Williams.]  Do  you  consider  they  had  food  enough  to  enable  them 
to  do  a fair  day’s  work  ? — I do  not  think  they  had  ; there  was  a very  great 
scarcity  everywhere  in  the  county : provisions  were  very  high. 

67.  You  stated  before,  you  did  not  think  they  exerted  themselves ; do.  you 

think 
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think  that  that  want  of  exertion  was  the  result  of  incapacity  to  work,  or  un- 
willingness to  work  r — I think  in  almost  every  case  it  was  unwillingness  to 
work. 

68.  When  you  spoke  of  the  food  not  being  sufficient  to  give  them  strength  to 
work,  do  you  apply  that  remark  to  the  whole  of  the  labourers  employed,  in- 
cluding the  number  of  whom  you  heard  complaints  about  being  in  better  cir- 
cumstances ; do  you  apply  the  remark  to  the  whole  of  the  population,  or  only 
those  who  were  nearly  destitute?— Those  who  were  nearly  destitute;  there 
were  some  people  well  able  to  work,  and  well  fed  and  well  clothed,  and  they 
did  less  than  other  men  upon  the  works.  That  is  the  result  of  my  observa- 
tions. 

69.  How  did  you  find  the  ordinary  wages  paid  to  labourers  as  compared  to 
the  wages  then  earned  by  task-work  ? — I had  very  few  opportunities  of  ascer- 
taining the  wages  paid  at  the  time.  I think  scarcely  a case  of  that  description 

-came  under  my  observation  all  the  time  I was  in  Clare. 

70.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.^  Do  you  know,  in  point  of  fact,  what  were  the 
wages  of  an  agricultural  labourer  at  the  time  you  went  into  the  country  r— No; 

I know  what  it  was  in  other  years;  I know  afterwards  Is.  a day  was  con- 
stantly offered  towards  the  close  of  my  staying  in  Clare. 

71.  Mr.  ReptonJ]  Offered  by  farmers? — They  offered  Is.  a day,  and  labourers 
would  not  leave  the  public  works. 

72.  Mr.  Stafford  O Brien. ] When  the  stopping  of  task-work  commenced, 
provisions  were  as  high  as  when  the  people  were  discontented  with  the  task- 
work ? — I think  they  were  as  high. 

73.  Chairman.']  1 want  to  know  whether  you  could  give  the  Committee  in- 
formation as  to  the  average  amount  of  wages  given  by  farmers?— I never  saw  a 
man  being  employed  at  the  time. 

74-  Mr.  Bellew.]  At  what  period  was  the.  outrage  upon  Captain  Fishbourne  r 
— Three  weeks  or  a month  ago. 

75.  Was  not  part  of  the  complaint,  in  the  first  instance,  that  the  rate  of  wages 

which  could  be  earned  by  task-work  was  not  made  clear  to  the  men  employed  ? 
— Not  at  first.  r J 

76.  Was  it  afterwards  r — It  was  afterwards. 

77.  Did  they  also  make  a complaint  that  the  work  was  not  measured  suffi- 

ciently often  to  enable  them  to  get  their  wages  as  they  desired  ?— Not  at  first  • 
it  was  afterwards.  ’ 

78.  Under  your  regulations  were  the  prices  stated  to  them,  and  was  the  work 
measured  more  frequently? — It  was  no  part  of  my  directions. 

79-  Was  it  under  your  superintendence  ; are  you  aware  of  the  prices  havino- 
been  stated  to  them,  and  was  their  work  measured  more  frequently  than  had 
been  done  before  ? — No  doubt  about  it. 

So.  Was  it  measured  every  week  to  them?— I do  not  think  it  was. 

.81.  Nearly  was  it;  or  as  near  as  could  be?— I do  not  think  sufficient  exer- 
tions  were  made  to  do  it. 

82.  You  think  the  complaints  of  the  labonrers,  that  the  work  was  not  mea- 
sured frequent  enough,  had  a foundation  ? — I think  it  was  impossible  to  do  it 
sufficiently  often,  with  the  staff  and  the  description  of  men  that  it  was  necessary 
to  employ  ; it  was  utterly  impossible  to  do  it,  to  avoid  inconvenience. 

83.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  You  had  no  power  to  increase  the  staff?— No,  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  details  of  the  works  in  any  way. 

84.  Was  there  not  a period  of  time  when  they  did  get  accurate  information 
01  the  price  to  be  paid  to  them,  and  when  the  works  were  more  frequently  mea- 
sured than  when  they  made  the  complaints  ? — I think,  as  well  as  I could  judge 
improved111  impr0ved  towards  the  end  ; as  we  went  along  the  system 

85.  When  that  was  done,  was  it  not  at  the  time  simultaneously  when  they 
changed  their  remarks  about  the  task-work  and  became  satisfied  with  it  ?— I 
tio  not  think  it  was ; I think  they  changed  their  minds  with  regard  to  the  task- 
work m consequence  of  their  being  allowed  to  practise  abuses  with  impunity, 
and  receive  more  than  it  was  ever  intended  they  should  earn. 
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86.  Do  you  mean  to  say  tlieir  reason  for  expressing  themselves  more  satisfied 
with  task-work,  than  when  you  first  arrived,  was  in  consequence  of  their  being 
allowed  to  practise  frauds  ? — \ es. 

87.  Do  you  not  think,  having  stated  that  they  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  the 
price  not  being  made  known  to  them,  and  the  work  not  being  measured  oitener, 
when  that  system  w'as  in  some  degree  changed  and  improved,  that  operated  in 
making  them  satisfied  with  their  task-work? — That  is  not  my  opinion,  my 
opinion  is  as  I have  stated : that  from  the  frauds  they  did  practise,  namely 
when  allowed  to  break  stones  taking  them  into  their  houses  and  employing  all 
the  members  of  their  family,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  as  I have  heard 
constantly,  in  the  middle  of  the  night  breaking  stones,  they  were  enabled  to 
earn  a great  deal  more.  Colonel  Vandeleur  and  other  gentlemen  upon  whose 
veracity  I could  depend,  stated  that  they  were  able  to  earn  in  that  way  some- 
times 5 s.  a-day.  Such  a thing  had  occurred. 

88.  When  you  say  they  were  allowed,  by  whom  were  they  allowed  ?— The 
impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  it  was  with  the  cognizance  of  the  stewards  ; we 
have  discovered  some  cases. 

89.  Who  were  they  ’—The  stewards  placed  over  the  men,  who  might  easily 
have  known  where  there  was  only  one  sanctioned  for  employment,  whether  the 
man’s  whole  family  came  to  the  works  to  break  stones. 

90.  By  whom  were  those  men  placed  over  the  labourers  ?— ■ They  were  placed 
over  the  men  principally  by  the  local  engineers ; and  I think  in  all  cases  the 
appointment  was  in  the  local  engineer. 

91.  By  the  local  engineer? — Yes. 

92.  By  whom  was  the  local  engineer  employed?— By  the  Board  of  Works. 

93.  Was  it  Mr.  Gamble  by  whom  the  stewards  were  appointed  ? — No  ; he  was 
engineer  in  charge,  and  had  the  manag  ement  of  the  entire  district. 

94.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  Are  they  the  same  as  the  gangers?-* No. 

95.  Were  there  any  other  inspecting  officers  excepting  you,  after  you  relieved 
your  predecessor? — Not  at  the  time  I relieved  him. 

96.  Not  while  you  were  there? — Yes,  about  a month;  before  I left,  Captain 
Fishbourne  came  down  under  the  relief  commission. 

97.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  When  did  you  leave  the  county  ? — I left  on  the 
28th  or  29th  of  January. 

98.  Then  till  the  28th  or  29th  of  January  you  alone  acted  as  the  inspecting 
officer  in  that  district  ?— Till  about  that  time. 

09.  Who  were  the  local  engineers  during  that  time  ?— They  were  Mr.  Pratt, 
Mr.  Pettit,  Mr.  Galway,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  M'Bride, 
Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  O’Hara,  and  Mr.Fittan. 

100.  Chairman.']  What  was  Mr.  Gamble?— The  engineer  in  charge. 

101.  Were  there  any  other  engineers  in  charge? — No. 

102.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Who  appointed  the  local  engineers  ? — The  Board 

of  Works.  . 

103.  Did  they  report  to  the  chief  engineer,  or  directly  to  the  Board  ot 
Works  ? — I believe  they  sometimes  sent  reports  to  the  chief  engineer. . 

104.  To  whom  did  those  gentlemen  make  their  report ; did  they  make  their 
report  directly  to  the  Board  of  Works,  or  through  Mr.  Gamble,  their  chief? — I 
am  under  the  impression  they  sent  their  returns  to  the  Board  of  Works  directly, 
in  the  first  instance.  The  system  was  changed  afterwards,  and  they  sent  them 
to  the  inspector  of  finances. 

105.  Chairman.]  Was  it  part  of  the  duty  of  the  local  engineers  to  measure  off 
the  work  for  the  labourers  ? — I do  not  think  it  was ; I am  not  so  well  informed 
as  Mr.  Gamble  is. 

106.  You  say  the  course  was  altered  at  last ; did  they  make  their  returns  and 
report  to  Mr.  Gamble  alone? — In  no  case  did  they  make  them  alone  to  Mr. 
Gamble ; an  inspector  of  finance  was  appointed  in  each  district,  and  they  sent 
their  returns  to  him,  and  he  forwarded  them  to  the  Board  in  Dublin. 

107.  How  many  stewards  were  there  to  whom  you  alluded,  when  you  said 
they  connived  at  and  assisted  the  labourers  in  committing  the  fraud? — That  is 
a question  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  answer ; a great  number. 

108.  When 
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108.  When  you  say  a great  number,  you  must  have  an  idea  to  whom  you 
alluded?— The  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  they  were  numerous;  that 
they  bore  a large  proportion,  perhaps  30  or  40 ; the  impression  on  my  mind 
was,  that  they  did  not  do  their  duty. 

log.  Out  of  how  many ; you  say  a large  proportion;  three-fourths  or  foutf- 
hiths  ?— No ; I should  say  there  were  not  above  one-half  stewards  that  I consi- 
dered discharged  their  duty  properly. 

1 10.  Were  those  stewards  of  whom  you  were  speaking  chosen  from  residents 
on  the  spot,  or  were  they  brought  from  any  distance  ?— In  almost  all  the  cases  I 
allude  to,  in  my  opinion  they  were  the  residents,  who  had  an  interest  in  allowing 
those  abuses.  • 0 

u 1.  Mr.  Belles.]  Will  you  say  what  class  of  stewards  those  were  who  did 
theu-  duty ; were  the  men  locally  living  in  that  district,  or  were  they  brought 
from  other  districts  ? — I think,  so  far  as  my  own  opinion  goes,  that  the  strangers, 
those  brought  from  other  districts,  were  those  who  did  their  duty.  I don’t  mean 
to  say  that  ail  the  local -stewards  did  not  do  their  duty,  but  I know  there  was  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  finding  stewards  that  would  do  their  duty. 

no.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  In  what  condition  of  life  is  a steward?— He  is 
supposed  to  be  removed  one  or  two  degrees  above  a labourer. 

113.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  have  stated  that  those  stewards  did  not  do  their 
duty;  in  what  respect  did  they  neglect  their  duty;  was  it  inoompetency  or 
improper  attention  ?—  I think,  in  some  cases,  it  was  from  intimidation  ; not  wish- 
ing, in  fact,  to  prevent  their  next  neighbour  from  deriving  as  much  benefit  as  he 
possibly  could  trom  the  public  works.  That  was  the  impression  on  my  mind. 

114.  Were  those  the  persons  w ho  superintended  the  admission  of  labourers  on 
the  works  ?— No ; they  had  no  authority  whatever  in  this  respect. 

115.  Chairman.]  Who  did  put  the  labourers  on  the  public  works' — They 
have  been  put  on  in  a variety  of  ways  ; there  was  but  one  legitimate  way  when  I 
first  went  to  that  country;  when  it  was  impossible  to  go  through  the  reo-ular 
routine,  as  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Works,  the  only  other  way  I sanctioned  was 
on  the  duplicate  of  a list  sent  in  by  the  committee  to  me,  giving  the  necessary 
information,  and  on  my  looking  over  this  list,  and  seeing  by  the  information 
furnished  that  no  improper  person  was  placed  in  the  list,  I signed  that,  and 
that  was  sufficient  authority,  pro  tempore,  for  the  engineer  to  take  a labourer  on 
the  works. 

116.  Mr.  SolicUor-General.]  What  committee  put  down  the  names  on  the 
list,  and  furnished  it  to  you  ? — The  relief  committees,  generally. 

117.  All  the  relief  committees?— I do  not  include  all  the  relief  committees. 

‘ ' 8-  whfn  y°u  say  *e  committee  returned  the  list  of  names,  you  mean  the 
relief  committee? — Yes. 

119.  Mr.  Thornely .]  Were  the  instructions  adhered  to  in  page  18,  as  regards 
overseers  and  stewards?  I had  nothing  to  do  with  those  instructions,  but  they 
were  given,  it  was  impossible;  and  one  reason  was,  that  wherever  we  sent 
strange  stewards,  they  were  immediately  intimidated,  and  unable  to  do  their 
duty,  or  else  they  were  beaten  and  driven  out  of  the  county. 

120.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  Did  you  appoint  the  stewards?— I have  nothing 

to  do  with  that.  * 


121.  Who  appointed  them? — The  local  engineer. 

122.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Your  impression  was,  that  the  stewards  from  the 
locality  connived  at  the  bad  conduct  of  the  workmen  ?— It  was. 

123.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Your  principal  duty  was  the  checking  the  list  and  looking 
to  the  men?— Checking  the  list  and  looking  to  the  men  ; that  was  the  business 
1 conceive  or  most  importance. 


124.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  consider  the  men  employed  to  measure  the 
work  were  competent  persons  for  their  duty  ? — I think  tiiat  'some  of  them  were 
and  some  were  not.  I think  there  was  a very  great  difficulty ; and  I have 
heard  it  represented  as  impossible  to  get  such  as  really  were  competent.  As  to 
engineers  doing  that  part  of  the  work,  it  was  impossible.  We  must  have  had 
at  least.  10  times  the  number;  so  that  it  devolved  on  the  overseers,  and  in  some 
cases  on  the  check  clerks ; it  could  not  be  done  by  the  engineer. 
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125.  Then  you  think  that  in  the  measurement  of  the  works  a great  deal  of  . 
irregularity  took  place  ? — I have  reason  to  think  a great  deal  of  irregularity  and 
a considerable  portion  of  fraud  took  place  in  the  very  measurement. 

126.  And  did  that  fraud  take  place  from  collusion  between  the  stewards 
and  the  workpeople  ? — I should  say  so.  I can  only  give  my  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

127.  Chairman .]  I wish  to  ask  you  by  whom  were  the  labourers  put  on  the 
works  at  the  time  of  your  arrival  ? — Why  really  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
answer  that  question.  I will  tell  you  the  grounds  on  which  1 come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  were  placed  on  the  works  in  the  way  I describe  in  my  report, 
March  4th. 

1 28.  Was  the  duty  of  the  relief  committee  to  put  those  people  on  the  works  ? 
— It  was  the  duty  of  the  relief  committee  to  select  them ; to  put  them  on  the  list. 

1 29.  And  to  whom  should  the  list  be  delivered  ? — 1 0 me. 

130.  Do  jou  know  any  instance  in  which  persons  holding  your  situation 
placed  labourers  on  the  works  without  in  any  degree  consulting  the  relief  com- 
mittee ? — I do  not,  sir. 

131.  You  are  not  aware  of  its  being  done  at  all  ? — I am  not  aware  ; the  ques- 
tion has  been  raised  whether  the  inspecting  officer  had  a right  or  not,  and  I have 
never  heard  the  question  decided  ; but  I should  have  done  it  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility if  I saw  a necessity  for  it. 

132.  You  said  you  knew  of  no  instance  in  which  it  had  been  done? — No,  I 
never  put  a name  in  the  list  in  my  office.  I have  brought  numbers  of  names 
to  the  committee,  and  I have  asked  them  whether,  from  their  local  knowledge, 
they  should  be  placed  on  the  lists  ; numbers  of  men  have  come  with  complaints 
that  they  were  distressed  and  not  employed  ; I have  brought  their  names  to  the 
committee,  and  have  asked  their  opinion  wheth'er  they  knew  those  men  were  fit 
objects  for  relief,  and  if  so,  to  put  them  on ; and  I have  got  numbers  of  men  on  in 
that  way. 

133.  My  question  was,  whether  you  yourself,  or  any  officer  holding  your 
situation,  with  your  knowledge  had  put  labourers  on  the  works  without  consult- 
ing the  relief  committee  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1 34.  I think  you  said  the  question  has  been  raised,  and  an  officer  holding 
your  situation  claimed  it  as  a right,  but  that  it  had  never  been  exercised  ? — No; 

I am  myself  of  opinion  that  the  inspecting  officer  has  a right. 

135.  Mr.  j Bellew.]  Was  the  system  different  previous  and  subsequent  to  the 
issuing  of  the  instructions  No.  1 ; previous  to  that  the  committee  put  in  men 
without  consulting  any  one,  and  subsequently  to  that  you  checked  these  lists  ? — 
That  was  so.  Last  year  on  the  grant  works  the  system  was  what  you  describe. 

136.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  was  it  at  Clare  ?— Precisely  the  same,  for 
there  were  works  at  Clare  too. 

137.  Had  you  reason  to  know,  before  you  went  to  Clare,  that  persons  were 
put  on  the  works  without  going  to  the  inspector  on  the  suhject? — I have. 

138.  And  afterwards,  during  your  time,  did  the  inspector  invariably  see  the 
list  before  the  persons  were  put  on  ? — No,  he  did  not.  He  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  do  so,  but  he  could  not  and  did  not  in  all  cases. 

139.  What  instructions  had  the  relief  committee,  to  your  knowledge,  about 
returning  to  the  inspector  such  list? — They  had  the  instructions  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Sir  R.  Routh,  and  they  had  circulars  from  me. 

140.  Chairman .]  Are  those  printed  in  the  Returns? — They  are  printed,  I 
believe,  in  the  Blue  Book. 

141.  And  you  could  refer  to  the  pages  afterwards? — Yes,  I do  not  know 
where  Sir  R.  Routh’s  instructions  are. 

142.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  alter  the  system  yourself,  or  did  you  find 
it  before  you  went  on  duty,  altered  in  the  country  ? — The  committees  were  sup- 
posed to  be  acting  under  the  new  system. 

143.  Were  they,  in  point  of  fact,  putting  people  on  the  works  without  going 
to  the  inspector  about  it? — They  were. 

144.  Before  you  went  there? — Yes. 

* 145-  Did 
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145.  Did  that  course  continue  after  you  went  there  on  the  28th  of  October? 
— It  did. 

14b.  For  how  long  did  it  continue  after  the  28th  of  October? — In  some  parts 
of  the  country  it  continued  up  to  the  time  I left  it. 

147.  Did  you  try  during  the  time  you  were  there  to  alter  that  practice,  which 
you  considered,  I suppose,  a bad  practice  ? — I made  use  of  every  exertion  that 
I was  capable  of,  and  I believe  the  generality  of  men  were  capable  of. 

148.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  not  that  the  great  object  for  which  you  were  sent? — 
It  was  the  great  object ; I see  no  other  use  my  presence  was  of  as  compared  with 
this. 

149.  Will  you  tell  me  what  proportion  of  the  men  were  put  on  the  works, 
the  inspector  not  having  .seen  the  list,  and  how  many  were  put  on  by  the 
inspector.  If  you  can  answer  it,  answer  it ; if  you  can’t,  don’t  ? — There  were 
three  different  sets  of  lists  sent  in  to  me  on  the  three  different  systems,  as  described 
in  my  Report  dated  March  4th,  1847.  The  first  were  sent  in  to  me,  some  on  the 
backs  of  letters,  & c.,  and  some  on  a regular  printed  form,  furnished  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  others  in  every  sort  of  form. 

150.  In  respect  of  the  number  on  the  list,  can  you  tell  us  what  number  on  the 
list,  but  not  shown  to  you,  were  put  on  the  works,;  can  you  tell  us  whether  it 
was  half,  or  a third,  or  any  such  number  ? — I should  say  there  were  eight  or  ten 
thousand,  so  I suppose  there  were  a third. 

151.  A third,  without  your  having  the  list  before  you  ? — That  is,  at  a certain 
period  ; because  when  I left  the  country  I had  issued  my  own  employment  list 
for  almost  the  entire  country. 

152.  Are  we  to  understand  that  at  the  time  you  left,  or  at  some  time  when 
you  were  there,  there  were  30,000  on  the  works  ? — There  were  35,000  on  the 
works  at  the  time  that  I left,  as  near  as  1 can  calculate  ; but  at  no  one  period 
was  it  possible,  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  and  irregularity,  to  arrive  at 
anything  that  would  be  exact  in  point  of  numbers. 

1 53*  Chairman.]  By  how  many  relief  committees  was  that  practice  adopted, 
of  putting  persons  on  the  list  without  referring  them  to  the  inspector? — I think, 
when  I went  there  first,  it  was  practised  by  all  the  relief  committees. 

154.  How  many  relief  committees  were  there? — Twenty  relief  committees. 

1 5.5-  You  speak  of  it  as  the  conduct  of  relief  committees  in  general,  and  not 
applicable  at  this  moment  to  any  particular  relief  committee  in  which  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  had  anything  to  do  ? — As  aflectiug  the  time  when  I went  to  that 
country,  and  for  a considerable  time  afterwards,  I do. 

156.  You  speak  of  it  generally? — I speak  of  it  generally  at  the  time  I went 

to  the  country.  * \ 

157.  Allow  me  to  continue  that  inquiry  by  asking  you,  with  how  many  of 
those  relief  committees  were  the  members  for  Clare  connected,  either  as  being 
chairmen,  or  as  attending  as  members  of  the  committee  ? — Three. 

158.  Which  were  they  ?— Ennistimon,  Fisher- street,  and  Liscannor. 

J 59-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Which  were  the  Members  for  Clare  chairmen  of? — I only  ■ 
met  the  Members  for  Clare  at  Ennistimon;  principally  at  Ennistimon,  and  once 
at  Liscannor. 

160.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  How  many  times  did  you  meet  them  at  Ennis- 
timon ( — Three  or  four,  I think  ; only  twice  in  committee. 

161.  These  three  relief  committees,  with  which  you  have  mentioned  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  had  some  connexion,  acted  in  common  with  the  other  17  in  placing 
persons  on  the  works  without  consulting  the  inspector,  I understand  you  to  say? 
— Exactly  so. 

162.  What  is  the  connexion  you  mention  they  had  with  Fisher-street  relief 
committee? — My  communications  with  the  relief  committee  at  Fisher-street 
were  by  letter ; there  are  four  in  that  barony  ; Ennistimon  is  the  principal ; the 
others  are  branches ; it  was  the  original  committee. 

163.  I want  to  know  what  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  had  to  do  with 
Fisher-street  if  you  never  met  them  ? — Because  Major  Macnamara,  the  Honour- 
able Member,  was  chairman  of  the  committee. 

164.  You  never  went  there  ? — I never  went  there. 

0,1  °5*  C 165.  You 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
C May  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
6 May  1847. 


10  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

165.  You  met  them  twice  at  the  committee  at  Ennistimon,  and  on  some  other 
occasions  ? — I met  them  at  the  presentment  sessions. 

166.  How  many  times  in  all  did  you  meet  them  at  Ennistimon? — I met 
Major  Macnamara  twice. 

1 67.  How  many  times  did  you  meet  them  together  ?— Twice  in  committee, 
and  once  at  presentment  sessions. 

168.  That  was  the  time  you  saw  them  both  together  ; when  did  you  see  one 
of  them  ? — At  the  presentment  sessions,  Corofin,  30th  November. 

169.  I think  you  said  you  met  them  four  times  at  Ennistimon  ?— 'Mr.  O’Brien 
was  at  the  presentment  sessions  of  Ennistimon  11th  January. 

170.  And  Major  Macnamara  was  not  there  ? — No. 

171.  You  met  them  together  three  times,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  once? — Yes. 

172.  Twice  in  committee,  I understand  you,  at  Ennistimon  ? — Once  at  Ennis- 
timon, and  once  at  Liscannor. 

173.  Was  it  for  the  revision  of  the  lists  ? — It  was  for  the  general  business  of 
the  relief  committee,  which  was  at  that  time  the  revision  of  lists  ; in  fact  there 
is  no  other  legitimate  object  of  relief  committees,  as  connected  with  the  inspecting 
officer’s  duty,  in  my  opinion,  but  the  revision  of  the  lists  ; that  was  the  object  for 
which  they  met  me. 

174.  Was  that  the  object  with  which  that  committee  met,  of  which  you  have 
been  speaking  ; was  it  for  the  revision  of  lists  ? — It  was  for  the  business  of  the 
committee. 

1 75-  What  business  was  done  when  you  were  there;  was  anything  else  done 
besides  the  revision  of  lists? — There  was  no  revision  of  lists;  the  whole  time 
was  occupied  upon  discussions. 

176.  Did  the  relief  committee  invite  you  to  attend? — No. 

177.  Did  you  give  them  notice  you  were  going  to  attend?— I did  ; I cannot 
say  to  the  committee  ; I wrote  to  the  Honourable  Member,  Major  Macnamara,  to 
state  that  I would  attend  respecting  certain  charges  that  he  brought  forward 
against  Mr.  Millett,  and  stating  I would  be  at  the  relief  committee  on  the  fol- 
lowing Thursday. 

175.  Mr.  Solicitor -General .]  Where  does  the  relief  committee  of  Ennistimon 
hold  its  meetings  ? — At  the  court-house  at  Ennistimon. 

1 79-  What  time  of  day  did  you  go  there  ?-— About  12  or  l o’clock. 

1 80.  About  how  many  persons  were  on  the  relief  committee  of  Ennistimon 
when  you  went  there  r — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

»8i.  Were  there  six  or  eight? — I suppose  there  were  15  or  16  ; they  had 
added  to  their  numbers  from  time  to  time. 

182.  In  what  condition  of  life  were  the  persons  who  composed  the  relief  com- 
mittee of  Ennistimon  ? — They  were  in  various  conditions  of  life,  from  the  highest 
almost  to  the  lowest. 

183.  Gentlemen  of  education  and  property,  and  persons  not  of  education,  and 
persons  not  of  property  ? — Persons  not  of  property. 

J 84.  In  the  court-house,  did  they  sit  in  the  place  where  the  magistrates  gene- 
rally sit ; did  the  relief  committee  sit  there  in  public? — No. 

185.  Where  did  they  sit  to  do  business  when  you  were  there?— -When  I was 
there  on  the  5th  November  we  sat  in  the  jury  room. 

186.  Were  there  any  persons  not  members  of  the  relief  committee,  I call 
them  the  public,  in  the  court-house  or  about  the  court-house  ?— -The  court-house 
was  crowded  with  the  lower  orders. 

187.  I mean  the  body  of  the  court-house  ? — The  body  of  the  court. 

188.  Could  they  know  anything  of  what  was  passing  in  the  jury  room,  where 
you  were  with  the  relief  committee  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  say  ; we  could  hear 
what  was  going  on  outside. 

189.  Could  they  hear  what  .was  going  on  inside? — If  they  had  come  to  the 
door  they  might. 

190.  Could  they  come  to  the  door  ? — I am  not  aware  that  there  was  anything 
to  prevent  them. 

191.  Do  you  know,  in  point  of  fact,  whether  by  coming  to  the  door  there  was 

any 
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any  communication  from  within  known  to  the  persons  outside  ?— No  I do  not 
know  that. 

192.  Were  the  police  there?— I am  not  certain. 

193.  Have  you  any  doubt  but  that  there  were  ?— At  the  presentment  sessions 

there  always  were;  and  m fact  at  almost  all  our  meetings,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, there  were  police.  r 

194.  I still  keep  you  to  the  relief  committee;  were  there  not  police  employed 
at  the  meetings  of  the  relief  committee  ?— Wherever  it  was  possible  to  have  them 
we  did  have  them. 

1 Chairman .]  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  police  being  in  attendance,  as  they 

tins  rase  ^ **  ' meetings  MNo>  1 have  not>  but  caaIlot  saY  positively  in 

196.  You  are  a military  man  ; can  you  give  us  a notion  of  about  how  many 
men  would  be  111  the  body  of  the  court  at  Ennistimon  r— As  many  as  it  was 
capable  of  holding ; 500  or  600  or  700,  1 should  think  it  would  hold,  and  they  were 
crowded  together  as  close  as  possible. 

197.  Was  there  any  noise,  or  was  the  behaviour  quiet  and  respectful,  or  how  i 
— 1 lie  first  day  1 cannot  say  there  was  anything  noisy  or  disrespectful. 

198.  The  second  day  r— The  second  day  there  was:  the  gentlemen  inside 
could  hear.  1 remember  a remark  being  made. 

fgp.  What  was  the  remark  made?— The  remark  was,  that  a repeal  meeting 
was  being  held  outside.  We  could  hear  the  cheering  and  shouting  outside  in  the 
court-house.  ° 

200.  What  was  the  date  of  the  first  meeting  at  Ennistimon  ? — I think  it  was 
pIt  0 , November ; the  meeting  I alluded  to  was  long  previous  to  the 

18th  of  November.  I visited  Ennistimon,  if  I do  not  mistake,  on  the  5th  of 
November  the  first  meeting  [ alluded  to;  but  that  I have  not  inserted  in  this 
list,  for  I had  not  a journal  at  that  time. 

201.  You  say  the  meetings  of  the  relief  committee  were  composed  of  differs 
ent  sorts  of  persons ; who  appointed  these  committees  ? — I believe,  the  Lieutenant 
ot  the  county  being  absent,  the  Vice  Lieutenant  wrote  to  the  chairman. 

202.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  the  chairman? — The  chairman  of  the  relief 
committee. 

203.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  But  before  the  committee  was  appointed,  how 

were  they  got  together  ?— The  \ice  Lieutenant  appointed  the  chairman,  with 
directions  to  appoint  a committee.  I have  asked  Colonel  Vandeleur,  and  he  in- 
formed me  that  his  directions  were  to  alter  the  committee  of  the  preceding  year 
as  little  as  possible.  v 6 J 

204.  Do  I understand  you,  it  was  by  the  Lieutenant  calling  on  some  person 
or  other  to  bring  together  a certain  number  of  persons  ? — I understand  that  to 
be  so. 

205.  Is  there  any  sanction  given  td  the  relief  committee  by  the  Board  of 
Works  or  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  otherwise  ?— I am  not  aware  that  there  is. 

206.  Was  it  a fluctuating  body  in  point  of  size  ?— It  was,  in  numbers. 

207.  And  in  attendance  ? — In  attendance  it  was  too. 

Ye3°8’  y°U  mea°  there  Were  so“etimes  more  and  sometimes  less?— 

209.  What  is  the  greatest  number  you  have  seen  there  ?— At  Ennistimon  ? 

210.  Yes.  I think  on  the  day  I allude  to  there  were  10  or  12. 

2j  f.  Chairman. ] Was  it  fluctuating  in  the  numbers  as  well  as  attendance? — 
in  numbers ; they  increased  their  numbers  ; whether  they  had  ally  right  to  do 
so  or  not,  I do  not;  know,  6 

212.  Do  you  know  whether  the  numbers  were  increased  ?— They  were. 

213.  To  what  amount? — It  was  reported  to  me  on  one  occasion — =■ — 

214.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  ’—Except  by  an  officer. 

215.  Do  you  know  whether  the  numbers  were  increased  by  the  relief  com- 
mittee  or  chairman,  or  Lieutenant  or  Deputy  Lieutenant  ?— I believe  neither 

L,e“ten??f u”or  ,he  ,chairn»a“-  The  chairman  will  be  here ; but  I do 
not  know  myself  they  Were  increased. 
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216.  What  time  were  you  there;  how  long  did  your  first  meeting  last?— 
Three  hours,  I think,  on  the  first  occasion;  and  on  the  second  four  hours, 

I think.  . 

217.  Did  vou  examine  witnesses  during  those  three  or  four  hours ; or  did  you 
merely  hold  council?— I am  not  aware  that  we  examined  any  witnesses. 

218.  Did  you  bring  persons  from  without  to  give  you  information ; or  were 
you  collected  within  the  room,'  holding  council,  deliberating  or  talking  upon 
the  affairs  ? — We  were  talking  upon  the  affairs,  and  I am  not  aware  whether  we 
called  any  witnesses ; however,  I could,  by  having  reference  to  the  minutes  of 
the 'proceedings,  answer  that  question. 

210.  I understand  you  to  have  stated,  that  it  was  the  duty,  according  to  your 
conception,  of  the  relief  committee  to  hold  these  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  lists  ? — Yes. 

220.  And  that  the  relief  committee  did  not  perform  their  duty,  or  revise  the 
lists  ? — Yes. 

221'.  Did  vou  call  their  attention  to  their  duty,  and  apply  to  them  to  revise 
the  lists? I did  on  every  occasion  where  I found  it  necessary  ; I spoke  openly. 

222.  What  was  the  answer  made  to  you?— In  a great  many  cases  they  ques- 
tioned the  ground  upon  which  I called  upon  them  to  revise  the  lists  : they  stated 
that  small  farmers  must  not  be  allowed  to  be  ruined ; that  if  they  were  forced 
to  sell  their  stock  or  their  provisions  they  would  be  very  soon  paupers,  and 
would  have  a right  to  be  put  on  the  works. 

223.  I presume  they  gave  you  different  reasons  at  different  places  for  declining 
to  revise  the  lists  ; were  these  reasons  ever  satisfactory  to  you  ? — Never. 

224.  Did  you  on  any  occasion,  when  either  or  both  of  the  Members  for  Clare 
were  present,  desire  the  revision  of  lists  to  be  proceeded  with? — Ves ; on  the 
first  occasion,  and  also  at  Liscannor. 

225.  Where  was  that?—  At  Ennistimon,  and  on  the  second  occasion  at  Lis- 
cannor. 

226.  The  dates,  if  you  please?— The  5th  November;  this  is  the  date  in  my 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons;  but  I have  stated  that  I cannot  be  quite 
exact,  having  kept  no  journal. 

227.  Your  are  quite  clear  it  was  the  first  and  second  visits  you  made  to  the 
relief  committee  that  either  of  the  Members  were  present  ?-  Quite. 

228.  Which  of  them  ; both  or  only  one  ?— I rather  think  I have  made  a mis- 
take, and  the  sooner  I correct  it  the  better.  Upon  recollection,  the  first  meeting 
I went  to  at  Ennistimon,  Major  Macnamara  was  not  present. 

229.  Mr.  Repton. ] When  was  that  meeting-? — The  5th  November. 

230.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] Who  was  in  the  .chair  ? Archdeacon  Whitty. 

231.  He  is  here  as  a witness? — Yes. 

232.  Can  you  state  any  occasions  on  which  either  of  the  members  for  Clare 
was  present,  when  you  desired  the  revision  of  lists  to  be  proceeded  with,  and 
when  your  desire  was  not  acceded  to  i — I can  mention  the  first  meeting,  namely, 
the  5th  November,  as  well  as  I can  recollect  the  exact  day  ; it  may  be  the  4th 
or  5th  for  aught  I know  ; but  upon  that  occasion  we  entered  into  the  principles 
upon  which  the  lists  were  to  be  revised,  and  we  did  not  go  through  the  lists. 

233.  Who  do  you  mean  by  “ we  ” ?— Myself  and  the  committee. 

234.  Which  of  the  Members  for  Clare  was  present  ?— Mr.  O’Brien- 

235.  On  the  4th  or  5th  ? — I shall  be  able  to  find  out  the  exact  day. 

236.  Mr.  Bellew. ] It  was  your  first  attendance? — Yes. 

237.  And  Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  in  the  chair  ? — Yes. 

238.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  You  are  quite  sure  of  these  three  things  ; that  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  was  in  the  chair,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  there,  and  that  Major 
Macnamara  was  not  ? — And  that  Major  Macnamara  was  not. 

239-  Did  you  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  that  day  to  the  necessity 
for  revising  the  lists  ? — Certainly . 

240.  Did  you  proceed  to  revise  them  ?— No. 

241 . Why  ? By  the  time  we  had  settled  and  discussed  the  principles  on 

which  they  were  to  be  revised,  it  was  too  late;  we  had  a secretary  present,  and 
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we  went  through  and  discussed  the  matters  in  regard  to  the  general  revision  Capt.  E.  Wymu 
of  lists.  

242.  On  that  occasion,  I understand  you  to  say,  that  the  non-revision  was  not  6 May  l847- 
produced  by  a refusal  by  the  committee  declining  to  do  it,  but  because  there  was 

not  time  to  do  it ; and  they  did  enter  with  you  into  a discussion  of  the  principles 
on  which  the  lists  should  be  revised  ? — Yes. 

243.  Did  they  object  to  the  principles  on  which  they  were  to  be  revised  ? — 

Yes,  I think  they  did  ; but  that  was  a meeting  at  which  there  was,  in  fact,  no 
difference  of  opinion  scarcely  between  the  inspecting  officer,  between  me  and 
these  Members.  I knew  I was  not  quite  au  fait  to  my  duty  that  day,  and  I -was 
anxious  to  wait  a little  longer  before  I enforced  these  rules,  with  which  I did  not 
consider  myself  perfectly  acquainted. 

244.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  a statement  of  the  particular  occasion  and 
the  date  of  it,  of  your  attending  on  the  relief  committee  at  which  either  of  the 
Members  for  Clare  was  present  when  you  desired  the  lists  to  be  revised  and 
when  a refusal  was  the  result  of  it? — No,  they  have  never  refused  me  to  revise 
the  lists  in  committee. 

245.  Supposing  the  relief  committee  had  either  refused  or  improperly  neg- 
lected to  remove  the  lists  on  being  required  so  to  do,  had  you  not,  asiuspecting- 
officer,  the  power  of  discontinuing  the  works  until  such  revision  took  place  ? — 

I don’t  conceive  that  I had,  without  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

246.  Not  to  discontinue  the  works  in  case  of  the  list  not  being  revised? — No, 

I don’t  think  I had. 

247.  Then,  of  course,  you  never  exercised  such  power?— I never  exercised  it. 

248.  Mr.  Bellczt'.]  Do  not  you  know  the  names  of  any  other  members  of  that 
committee  besides  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  ? — I can  furnish  you  with 
a list  of  them  ; I can't  recollect  the  names  now. 

249.  Were  the  members  of  the  Ennistimon  committee  of  the  same  class;  the 
committee  is  described  as  a gang,  getting  6 s.  a w-eek? — I am  not  quite  certain 
whether  they  were  gangs  or  a great  many  descriptions  of  men. 

250.  Mr.  W.  I Villiams .]  You  stated  there  were  500  or  600  persons  assembled 
at  Ennistimon  ; were  they  applying  for  work  ? — Applying  for  work. 

251-2.  And  you  also  stated  that  there  was  a repeal  meeting  outside;  did 
that  repeal  meeting  exercise  any  influence  over  the  committee  ? — I can’t  say  that  it 
did  ; it  was  a remark  made  when  we  heard  the  cheering ; we  heard  afterwards 
that  some  of  the  people  got  into  the  magistrate’s  seat  and  made  speeches. 

253-  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  In  the  court? — In  the  court-house.  I never 
made  any  inquiry  into  the  matter,  but  it  can  be  ascertained. 

254.  They  did  not  interfere  with  your  proceedings  ?— Not  till  I was  going 
out,  and  when  I was  going  out  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  have  an  escort ; a 
gentleman  came  up  to  me  and  brought  me  through  the  crowd. 

255.  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  mean  an  escort  of  police? — Of  gentlemen. 

256.  Chairman .]  Can  you  give  us  the  date  of  that  ?— That  I believe  to  be  on 
the  10th  of  December. 

257.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Not  the  first  meeting? — No,  the  second. 

258.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  date  when  you  mentioned  there  was  a repeal 
meeting  ? — The  10th,  I think. 

259.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Was  it  at  the  first  or  second  meeting  the  escort  was 
required  ? — The  second  meeting. 

260.  Somewhere  about  the  10th  ? — Yes. 

261.  And  when  you  used  the  word  escort,  a gentleman  of  the  neighbourhood 
was  kind  enough  to  conduct  you  through  the  crowd  ? — Yes. 

262.  Chairman.]  Was  there  anything  more  serious  than  what  might  happen 
in  England  when  a mob  collects  round  a door  ? — Yes,  it  was  certainly  very 
serious';  a gentleman  I never  saw  before,  and  whom  I have  never  seen  since,  told 
me  to  remain  at  Ennistimon,  and,  if  not,  to  go  away  with  an  escort  of  not  less 
than  20  police. 

263.  What  reason  had  you  to  suppose  the  mob  were  incensed  against  you  ? — 
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In  consequence  of  what  had  occurred  before  we  had  adjourned  to  the  jury  room ; 
for  part  of  the  proceedings,  at  least,  a discussion  had  taken  place.  When  I went 
there  on  that  day,  I found  the  members  on  the  bench,,  with  a view  of  holding 
the  meeting  in  open  court,  and  before  the  people.  The  court-house  was  crowded 
as  full  as  it  could  hold ; the  members  were  sitting  on  the  bench,  and  insisting 
on  having  the  meeting  in  open  court.  In  consequence  of  what  had  occurred  on 
that  day  week,  I objected  to  that  course  ; a discussion  arose,  and  the  adjournment 
took  place  after  a long  and  rather  warm  discussion.  The  people  appeared  very 
much  disappointed  ; they  remained  all  the  time  we  were  in  the  inside  room. 

264.  Disappointed  at  what  ? — At  our  adjourning ; they  were  anxious  we  should 
hold  the  meeting  in  the  open  court.  I intimated  my  intention  of  retiring  if  such 
were  the  case ; and  Archdeacon  Whitty  assisted  me,  and  we  adjourned  the  meet- 
ing. When  I was  coming  out,  a gentleman  said,  “ Don’t  go  by  yourself Mr. 
Davis.  I never  saw  him  before,  and  I have  never  seen  him  since ; he  said, 
“ You  had  better  come  with  me.”  Mr.  Russell,  of  London,  was  present,  and  he 
and  I came  out  with  this  Mr.  Davis.  The  people  called  out,  “ Shut  the  door; 
don’t  let  him  out and  not  without  some  difficulty  I did  get  out  before  the  door 
was  shut.  It  was  half  shut,  and  1 got  out  with  some  considerable  difficulty. 

265.  Am  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  members  wished  the  meeting  to  be 
held  in  open  court,  and  that  you  preferred  and  recommended  an  adjournment  to 
a private  room  ? — Yes. 

266.  Then  was  the  matter  with  which  the  people  were  disappointed,  and 
which  gave  them  the  excitement  at  the  time,  their  hearing  it  fixed  not  to  have 
the  meeting  in  the  public  court,  and,  secondly,  at  the  adjournment,  which  might 
postpone  their  being  put  on  the  works  ? — They  could  not  suppose  this  to  be  one 
of  the  consequences  of  the  adjournment,  but  they  expressed  their  dissatisfaction 
very  strongly  and  violently  at  the  adjournment,  and  one  individual  in  particular. 

267.  Was  either  of  the  Members  at  that  meeting? — Both  were  present. 

268.  In  the  private  room  ? — Major  Macnamara,  as  chairman. 

269.  In  the  private  room  ? — On  the  bench. 

270.  And  he  adjourned  from  the  court-house  to  the  private  room  ? — Yes. 

27 1 . Did  the  disappointment  expressed  by  the  mob  outside  arise  from  disap- 
pointed feelings  as  regarded  their  own  position  ? — I cannot  say  ; but  they  seemed 
very  much  averse  to  adjournment. 

272.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Did  either  of  the  Members  form  part  of  the  escort?' 
— No. 

273.  They  did  not  volunteer  to  see  you  safe? — No. 

274.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  the  question  of  adjournment  discussed  ? — 
Yes. 

275.  Openly? — Yes. 

276.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  Did  the  people  make  any  remarks  whilst  this 
was  going  on  ? — Yes. 

277.  What  sort  of  remarks  were  made  by  the  people  in  the'  court-house;  was 
there  shouting  ? — Shouting. 

278.  And  cheering?— Cheering,  and  showing  very  great  discontent. 

279.  How? — A number  endeavouring-  to  speak  at  the  same  time,  and  one- or 
two  succeeding;  and  stating  they  would  not  allow:  the  adjournment'. 

280.  Were  any  of  the  speeches  made  on  the  bench  on  that  occasion  addressed- 
to  the  people  in  court.?- — M.y  impression  was,  and  is,  that  they  were  all-  addressed 
to  the  people,  with  the  exception  of  Archdeacon  Whitty,  who  remonstrated  with, 
the  other  members,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that:  it  would  be  prudent  and 
necessary  to  adjourn  the  meeting. 

281.  What  date  was  this? — The  10th. 

282.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  The  first  meeting  which  you  referred  to  in  those  letters  is 
in  a letter  of  the  26th  of  November.  You  speak  of  the  sessions  held  atCorofin 
on  the  previous  Tuesday  ; what  date  was  that  ? — I'  think  that  was  on  the  3'0th 
day  of  November. 

283.  In  this  book  it  is  the  26th  of  November  ; is  that  a misprint  for  Decem- 
ber ? — That  was  perfectly  correct ; that  was  not  a presentment  session,  it  was  a 
relief  commi  ttee. 

284.  You 
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284.  You  say  Tuesday  last;  what  date  was  that  ? — The  24th  of  November. 

285.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  You  have  said  the  23d? — I cannot  answer  for 
the  correctness  of  the  dates. 

286.  Sir  IV.  Clay.]  The  first  charge  referred  to  Tuesday,  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber?— This  « as  Tuesday,  the  24th,  l think. 

287.  The  next  case  is  in  a letter,  where  you  say,  “ yesterday,  at  Corofin 
that  must  be  the  30th  of  November  ? — The  30th  was  a presentment  session. 

288.  Then  on  the  5th  of  December  you  say,  “ the  presentment  session  at 
Ennistimon  yesterday  that  was  the  4th  December? — The  4th  of  December. 

289.  That  was  the  first  important  presentment  at  Ennistimon  ? — On  the  4th. 

290.  On  the  11th,  you  say  you  attended  with  Mr.  Gamble  to  investigate 
charges  preferred  by  these  two  gentlemen  at  Ennistimon ; I suppose  the  meet* 
ing  was  on  the  10th  ?— I think  that  was  on  the  10th. 

291.  It  was  on  the  17th  December  you  attended  at  Liscannor  to  investigate  the 
charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Westroppr — Yes. 

292.  Was  that  the  last  occasion  you  met  those  gentlemen  at  any  public 
meeting,  or  relief  committee  ? — That  was  not  the  last  occasion ; 1 met  Mr. 
O’Brien  afterwards  at  the  presentment  sessions. 

293.  When,  and  where  ? — At  Ennistimon,  on  the  11th  of  June. 

294.  There  is  nothing  in  your  letters  with  regard  to  the  meeting  ? — Nothing, 
except  that  I was  served  with  a btarlight  notice. 

295  Chairman.]  One  question  with  respect  to  the  meeting  in  which  you  say 
there  was  a riot  of  the  people,  and  have  stated  some  grounds  for  their  dissatisfac- 
tion, was  that  the  meeting  at  which  you  made  some  remarks  regarding  Mr. 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  saying  you  would  treat  Avhat  he  said  with  contempt  ? — Yes, 
this  was  the  meeting  at  which  these  words  were  attributed  to  me. 

296.  Did  that  give  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  people  ? — The  people  were  not 
present ; 1 conceived  there  was  no  one  in  the  room  but  members  of  the  relief 
committee  aud  two  reporters. 

297.  Was  not  that  room  quite  full  ? — It  certainly  was  not  quite  full ; but 
I conceived  there  was  nobody  there  but  the  members  of  the  relief  committee  and 
two  reporters,  Mr.  Russell  was  one. 

298.  Do  you  _ know  whether  that  discussion  reached  the  people  outside  who 
were  so  excited  ? — 1 do  not  know;  I cannot  say. 

299-  To  go  back  to  the  early  part  of  your  examination ; I want  to  ask  you  as 
to  the  way  in  which  the  labourers  were  sent  on  the  works;  were  they  employed 
on  contract  work  at  that  time? — They  were  all  nominally  employed  on  contract 
work. 

300.  I do  not  mean  task-work  ; but  was  the  work  taken  by  contract,  and  the 
people  theu  employed  on  task-work  ? — Not  generally. 

> 301*  It  was>  sometimes? — I am  not  aware  there  was  any  at  that  particular 
time;  afterwards  there  was. 

302.  Was  the  breaking  of  stones  at  that  time  performed  by  contract? — The 
breaking  of  stones  was,  in  every  case,  performed  by  contract ; I do  not  think 
there  was  much  stone-breaking  at  that  particular  time.  I am  confusing  task- 
work and  contract ; I never  knew  stone-breaking  by  contract. 

303.  They  were  broken  by  task-work  ? — In  every  case  that  I am  aware  of.  . 

304.  W as  that  the  only  work  done  of  task-work  at  first  ? — Every  work  was 
done  by  task-work  when  I went ; at  least  it  was  nominally  task-work,  but  not 
bonujide  task-work. 

305.  Were  the  men  set  to  work  at  cutting  hills  and  making  roads  ?— They 
were. 

. 306.  Who  found  the  implements  ?— The  Board  of  Works. 

307.  Did  not  the  men  complain  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  implements,  and 
the  impossibility  of  doing  task-work  with  the  implements  provided  ?— There 
were  such  complaints,  but  not  generally. 

308.  Were  they  made  to  you  ?• — They  were  sometimes. 

309*  What  was  the  cause  of  the  Board  of  Works  not  furnishing  sufficient 
implements  for  the  men  who  were  set  to  do  task-work  which  could  not  be  dozier- 

c*105-  c 4 without 
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without  implements  ; if  it  must  be  done  it  could  not  be  done  without  sufficient 
implements?— The  reason  I think  is,  that  the  Board  of  Works  could  not  find  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  implements.  I know  in  oar  locality  every  exertion  was 

made. 

310.  Was  there  not  a difficulty  in  finding  sufficient  implements  for  such  a 
number  of  men  to  be  set  to  work? — Very  great. 

311.  Were  any  of  the  works  finished  and  not  measured?— On  some  occasions 
it  was  delayed  ; it  was  not  measured  so  soon  as  desirable. 

312.  Did  not,  the  men  complain  of  that  very  much  : — Sometimes  they  did. 

313.  What  was  the  reason  of  their  not  being  measured  ?— The  reason  was,  a 
reason  which  we  are  obliged  to  consider  reasonable,  that  it  was  impossible,  upon 
so  large  a scale,  to  avoid  those  delays. 

314.  Was  not  one  of  the  great  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the 
men,  and  the  complaint  they  made  of  the  Government,  that  they  expected  more 
to  be  done  than  the  Government  could,  with  their  staff  and  machinery,  by  any 
possibility  do? — I think  so. 

315.  Then  the  measurements,  from  whatever  cause  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, did  cause  dissatisfaction,  and  in  some  instances  with  grounds  of  complaint 
in  the  men?— So  far  it  did;  but  there  is  another  reason  I forgot  to  mention : 
you  asked  my  reasons  why  the  works  were  not  measured  ; one  reason  that  I have 
heard  assigned  very  often  was,  that  if  measured  the  sum  the  labourers  would 
become  entitled  to  would  not  amount  to  the  sum  they  had  received  as  sub- 
sistence, and  consequently  they  would  be  brought  in  as  debtors  to  the  works. 

316.  But  during  the  difficulties  that  the  Government  experienced,  and  the 
distress  in  the  county  of  Clare,  was  there  not  a great  number  of  labourers  in  a 
state  of  extreme  destitution,  and  who  had  money  coming  to  them  for  work  which 
they  could  not  obtain  ? — I think  that  in  very  few  cases  were  those  payments 
delayed  any  great  length  of  time;  to  be  sure  1 know  that  great  inconvenience 
did  arise,  as  the  people  were  not  able  even  to  wait,  from  one  day  in  the  week  to 
the  same  day  in  the  next  week. 

317.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  the  servants  of  the  local  engineer 
were  put  on  the  pay  list? — I never  heard  of  one. 

318.  Not  those  in  the  employment  of  the  local  engineers  individually? — 
1 never  heard  of  any  such  charge,  or  any  instance  of  the  kind. 

319.  You  do  not  know  a case  of  any  such  payments  being  made  to  such  per- 
sons ? — No. 

320.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Do  not  you  think  that  the  want  of  sufficient  imple- 
ments was  the  main  cause  of  the  people  being  opposed  to  being  placed  on  the 
task-work  ? — No,  by  no  means. 

On  the  motion  of  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee,  the  room  was 
cleared  for  a few  moments,  for  discussion  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued 
in  the  examination ; after  which  the  examination  of  Captain  Wynne  was 
proceeded  with. 

321.  Chairman .]  We  propose  to  call  your  attention  to  the  special  allegations 
in  the  letters,  seriatim  ; 1 observe  a letter  of  the  5th  of  November  1846,  bearing 
your  signature,  addressed  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jones,  dated  Ennis.  First,  who 
is  Lieutenant- colonel  Jones  r — The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

322.  And  your  correspondence  was  with  him  in  the  course  of  your  duties  to 
the  head  office  of  that  Board  r — Yes. 

323.  Among  other  things  in  that  letter,  at  page  170  of  the  Blue  Book,  I ob- 
serve you  say,  “ The  gentlemen  here  have  had  the  effrontery  to  assert  the  prin- 
ciple that  as  the  money  would  be  ultimately  paid  by  them,  they  have  a right  to 
get  a portion  of  it  through  the  medium  of  their  tenants.”  By  “ here  ” I pre- 
sume you  mean  the  western  district  of  the  county  of  Clare? — Yes. 

324.  Who  were  the  gentlemen  to  whom  you  alluded? — You  will  allow  me 
to  explain  what  I meant  by  that.  In  the  first  instance,  I must  call  on  the 
Committee  to  make  some  allowance  for  me,  as  this  is  a course  I did  not  conceive 
the  Committee  required  me  to  take.  I conceived  the  Committee  would  at  once 
allow  me  to  fasten  on  the  principle,  or  the  substance  of  the  charge  contained  in 

these 
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t.hi'se  statements  ; and  I liad  prepared  myself  accordingly  : however,  I merely  Capt.  R.  Wynne. 

submit  it  to  the  Committee,  that  they  may  be  aware  this  is  a different  course 

from  what  1 was  prepared  for.  ' 6 May  1847. 

325.  The  statement  was  made  out  for  the  purpose  of  calling  your  attention  to 
the  particular  charges,  and  you  were  required  to  give  your  reasons  for  the 
charges  you  had  made.  My  question  was,  to  what  gentleman  did  you  intend 
to  refer  in  tile  expression  ?— I intended  to  refer  to  a great  many  gentlemen  with 
whom  I have  conversed.  The  gentlemen  I speak  of  asserted  they  had  a right, 
inasmuch  as  they  would  be  called  ou  to  repay  the  money. 

326.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  The  question  is,  are  you  prepared  to  tell  us  who 
tlie  gentlemen  are  whom  you  alluded  to ; whether  they  are  the  Members  for 
Clare,  or  other  gentlemen  ?— They  are  not  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare, 
but  1 cau  name  them. 

327.  Sir  IV.  Clay.]  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  are  not  the  Members  for  Clare  ; 
that  you  did  not  refer  to  them  i— They  are  not  the  Members  for  Clare  ; I had 
not  spoken  a word  to  the  Members  for  Clare  at  that  time. 

328.  There  was  a feeling  among  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  district  that 
they  would  have  to  pay  some  of  the  money;  they  thought  they  might  put  in 
some  of  their  men  ? — Yes,  that  is  so.  I designated  it  effrontery,  because  on 
other  occasions  the  very  gentlemen  I have  accused  expressed  the  opinion  that  it. 
would  never  be  paid  by  the  country. 

329.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  These  are  not  the  Members  for  Clare?— No, 

I had  never  spoken  to  them  on  the  subject  at  the  time. 

330.  Mr.  Iiellew.]  On  what  relief  committee  were  those  gentlemen  ?— It  was 
not  on  a relief  committee ; I was  giving  my  opinion  to  the  Board  of  Works,  as 
to  the  impression  made  on  me  from  my  general  observation. 

.33 1*  Were  there  many  gentlemen  with  whom  you  had  conversation  ?— At 
this  time  there  were  not;  but  I had  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion  in  the  course 
of  my  intercourse  with  them  ; and  1 have  several  gentlemen  present  to  prove 
the  same. 

332.  Many  gentlemen,  but  not  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  and  not 
the  members  of  the  relief  committee,  expressed  that  opinion  to  you  at  the  time  ? 

— They  were  all  members  of  the  relief  committee. 

333-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Not  on  the  relief  committee  ? — Not  on  the  relief 
committee. 

334.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  there  any  gentleman  at  the  Ennistimon 
meeting,  on  the  5th  of  November,  who  had  the  effrontery  to  assert  that  principle? 

~-I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  but  if  it  is  necessary  I can  give 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen.  " & 

335-  On  the  evening  of  the  day  when  you  attended  the  first  time  the  meeting 
of  the  Ennistimon  committee,  you  had  written  a letter  to  Lieutenant-colonel 
Jones,  and  you  say  the  gentlemen  have  asserted  so  and  so ; was  this  from  any- 
tiling  that  passed  at  the  relief  committee  ? — Well,  my  recollection  will  not  enable 
ine  to  say  that  my  opinion  was  formed  at  Ennistimon  that  day. 

336.  At  the  relief  meeting? — At  the  relief  meeting  ; but  I perfectly  recollect 
the  occasion  to  which  I allude  in  this  very  letter;  the  name  of  the  gentleman 
I will  not  mention  ; but  if  it  is  necessary,  and  I am  called  on,  I will  men- 
tion  it. 

337-  Chairman. ] I understand  you  to  say,  that  before  you  wrote  this  letter  on 
the  5th  of  November,  you  had  a conversation  with  some  gentlemen  resident  in 
the  county  of  Clare,  not  being  the  Members  for  Clare,  and  from  those  gentle- 
men you  understbod  their  feeling  to  be,  that  they  had  a right  to  put  in  their 
tenants,  because  they  would  ultimately  have  to  pay  the  money? — Not  their 
feeling ; it.  was  merely  that  they  said  so. 

338.  You  understood  them  to  say  so  ? — Yes. 

339-  some  subsequent  period  you  understood  from  other  gentlemen,  resi- 
dent in  the  county  of  Clare,  not  being  the  Members  for  Clare,  they  made  the 
same  assertion  ? — Exactly  so. 

340.  And  that  those  gentlemen  who  so  stated  were  generally  members  of  one 
or  other  of  the  relief  committees  ?— Yes,  one  of  the  relief  committees. 

£ 341-  Mr. 
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341.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  But  not  the  Members  for  Clare?— I had  seen 
one  of  the  Members  for  Clare;  but  ray  memory  will  not  allow  me  to  say 
whether  the  impression  on  my  mind,  and  under  which  I wrote  this,  had  been 
formed,  or  had  been  received  at  that  meeting.  I cannot  undertake  to  say  that, 
but  it  was  my  impression  at  Clare  at  that  time. 

342.  I am  not  speaking  of  impressions  ; was  not  the  fact  as  you  before  stated, 
that  neither  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  when  you  wrote  that  letter,  had  expressed 
such  an  opinion  as  that? — Decidedly  so;  my  remark  was  as  to  other  persons. 

343.  When  you  said,  “ The  gentlemen  have  the  effrontery  to  assert  the  prin- 
ciple,” you  did  not  apply  that  to  the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare? — No,  not  at 
that  time. 

344.  Did  they  at  any  time  express  the  same  opinion  to  you?— -They  did  pub- 
licly, what  I consider  tantamount  to  that. 

345.  Not  before  the  5th  of  November? — No. 

346.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  There  is  one  question  I wish  to  ask;  you  say  in 
that  letter  that  you  yourself  was  surrounded  by  a yelling  mob  at  Ennistimon  ? 
—I  do. 

347.  Was  that  after  the  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  ? — It  was. 

348.  Will  you  explain,  if  you  please,  what  you  mean  by  that? — Mr.  Gamble 
and  I returned  to  the  inn  at  Ennistimon  immediately  after  the  meeting. 

349.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it? — I think  it  was  about  three  or  four  o’clock. 

330.  Had  you  said  anything  to  the  mob,  or  how  was  it  you  could  judge  they 

yelled  at  you  ? — It  was  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  us  to  abandon  task-work, 
and  give  Is.  a day  wages. 

35 1 . Had  you  addressed  them  ? — No,  I had  not. 

352.  Were  you  returning  at  that  time  from  the  court-house  ? — No;  we  were 
about  to  return  home  ; we  had  left  the  inn  to  return  home  to  Ennis. 

353.  Do  you  know  if  any  member  of  the  relief  committee  you  had  been  with 
saw  that  transaction  or  were  aware  of  it  ? — One  of  the  persons  who  came  up  to 
us,  and  whom  the  mob  accompanied,  was  a member  of  the  relief  committee. 

354.  What  was  his  name? — The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan. 

355.  He  is  a priest? — Yes,  a Roman-catholic  clergyman  at  Ennistimon. 

356.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Can  you  state  any  reason  for  those  persons  yelling 
after  you  r — No,  I cannot,  except  what  I have  before  stated. 

357.  Mr.  Bel/eiv.]  Was  that  the  first  time  the  task-work  had  been  established 
in  that  committee? — No;  the  Board  officers  under  9 &,  10  Yict.  never  acknow- 
ledged, they  had  no  orders,  in  fact,  to  recognise  any  other  system  than  task- 
work, or  8 d.  per  day  ; those  were  ra  v orders. 

3,58.  Was  that  the  first  time  that  it  was  enforced? — No  ; this  was  an  attempt 
to  abolish  it. 

359.  Chairman.’]  A little  further,  in  the  same  letter,  I observe  you  state, 
“We  have  carried  another  very  important  point ; the  old  lists  have  been,  within 
the  last  week,  revised  in  all  places  within  my  reach,  and  the  persons  improperly 
placed  on  them  struck  off.  This  system  almost  all  the  relief  committees  have 
agreed  to  adopt,  seeing  that  the  amount  of  relief  must  be  limited,  and  that  con- 
sequently such  persons  can  only  remain  on  the  lists  to  the  exclusion  of  real 
bond  fide  objects.  Altogether,  prospects  brighten  greatly,  and  I do  not  entertain 
auy  fears  for  our  ultimate  success.”  If,  as  soon  as  the  5t.h  of  November,  you 
having  only  arrived  on  the  28th  of  October,  you  had  produced  such  good  effects, 
it.  is  rather  a subject  of  congratulation  ? — The  way  I explain  that  to  you  is  this  : 
although  I merely  prepared  myself  to  answer  these  statements  in  these  docu- 
ments, still  I am  ready  to  give  an  explaination  of  everything  contained  in  my 
letters.  Now  with  regard  to  that,  that  is  not  my  meaning  ; that  is  a mistake ; 
my  meaning  was,  “ is  being  revised  ;”  and  there  are  a great  many  mistakes  in 
this;  my  meaning  is  “being  revised,”  and  I state  immediately  after  that  the 
committee  have  undertaken  to  revise. 

360.  Had  you  not  received  an  impression  that  the  relief  committee  were 
anxious  and  willing  to  do  that  which  was  right  and  reasonable,  on  being  put  in 
the  right  way  ? — That  they  had  promised  me,  and  so  the}’  had  on  all  occasions  ; 
they  promised  that  they  would  do  it. 

361.  Mr. 
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361.  Mr.  Bellew .]  You  say  discontent  as  to  punctuality;  punctuality  as  to  Capt.  E.  Wvnne. 

what  ? — Punctuality  as  to  payment.  1_ 

362.  Mr.  W.  Williams.}  You  say  you  went  to  the  inn  after  the  yelling? — Not  6 May  1847. 

after  the  yelling ; we  got  into  our  car  to  go  home,  after  we  lefr.  the  inn. 

363.  I observe  you  further  on  state,  “ Our  great  difficulty  is  to  maintain  our 
principle  without  starving  some  of  the  perverse  creatures;”  were  these  people 
who  would  not  do  the  task-work  ? — Exactly. 

364.  “ The  clerks  are  not  quite  trained  to  their  business ; when  they  are, 
things  will  go  on  better,  as  there  is  considerable  discontent  amongst  the  labourers, 
and  with  good  cause,  in  consequence  of  want  of  punctuality.”  Now,  in  that 
expression  were  not  the  clerks  you  mentioned  servants  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  the  want  of  punctuality  arising  out  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  arising  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — It  might  be  so, 
there  is  not  the  least  doubt  about  that ; but  there  were  difficulties  it  was  not 
easy  to  contend  with  ; we  met  very  incompetent  persons. 

365.  From  inexperience,  I presume? — From  the  impossibility  of  getting 
others ; we  got  the  best  we  could,  and  bad.  In  regard  to  the  course  that  I am 
called  upon  to  take,  I really  cannot  undertake  the  task.  I have  been  furnished 
with  certain  extracts  from  letters ; the  facts  contained  in  those  extracts  I have 
considered  carefully,  and  I have  made  the  best  arrangement  I could  to  explain 
and  to  prove  them  ; but  if  we  go  into  long  allegations,  and  the  facts  contained 
in  the  letters  from  which  these  extracts  are  taken,  it  will  require  a large  number 
of  witnesses  besides  those  I have  at  present,  and  it  will  be  only  fair  to  give  me 
some  little  time  to  consider  them. 

The  Committee  intimated  that  the  course  they  would  pursue  would  be  to 
go  through  the  letters  seriatim. 

366.  Chairman.']  The  next  letter  is  the  26th  November,  p.  290 ; you  state 
you  “ have  been  revising  the  lists  through  the  medium  of  the  relief  committees, 
with  the  fullest  assurance  on  their  parts  that  the  process  shall  be  carried  out  on 
just  and  honest  principles ;”  that  was  one  of  the  promises  to  which  von  have 
alluded? — Yes. 

367.  You  state  also  that  you  explained  those  principles,  as  fully  as  you  were 
able,  in  person  and  by  circulars  ; did  you  do  so  ? — I did. 

368.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Where  are  the  circulars  ? — The  one  enclosed  is 
at  p.  29]  of  the  Blue  Book  ; but  I would  refer  you  to  an  earlier  circular  of  mine 
on  the  subject,  in  No.  180,  p.  59. 

369.  Sir  J.  IFalsA.]  These  are  circulars  to  which  you  allude  when  you  say 

you  explained  the  principles  in  some  of  the  circulars  ?— Yes,  and  the  necessity 
for  them.  J 

370-  Then  you  continue  to  say,  “ You  regret  to  say  that  the  revision  has 
been  effected  upon  principles  of  injustice  and  cruelty,  which  are  disgraceful  even 
to  the  county  of  Clare;”  now,  what  do  you  mean  by  that?— I mean  that  the 
revision  particularly  referred  to  by  me  in  Corofin,  by  which  1,500  names  were 
taken  oft ; I found  that  a large  number  of  them  were  of  a poor  description,  a 
poorer  class,  while  those  in  better  circumstances  had  been  allowed  to  remain  ; 
that  I considered  was  acting  upon  principles  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 

371.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Where  was  that?— At  Corofin. 

372.  Was  Corofin  the  only  place  to  which  you  alluded  when  speaking  of  the 
revision  being  upon  principles  of  cruelty  and  injustice  ?— No  ; I alluded  also  to 
Clare  Abbey. 

373.  Was  there  any  other  place? — No,  not  at  that  time. 

374.  At  that  time,  only  at  Corofin  and  Clare  Abbey  had  these  practices  been 
carried  into  effect? — There  were  some  at  Kilmally  too. 

375-  Had  the  Members  for  Clare  had  anything  to  do  with  those  at  Clare 
Abbey  and  Corofin? — Nothing  whatsoever. 

376.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Nor  at  Kilmally? — Nor  at  Kilmally. 

377-  Chairman.]  Did  you  revise  the  lists  at  Ennistimon  or  Kilmally? — 

I never  was  there  except  at  two  of  these. 

378.  Did  you  revise  the  lists  of  them? — No. 

r>  2 379.  Did 
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379.  Did  you  revise  the  lists  at  Fisher-street  at  all  r— No  ; I have  been  in 
the  district,  but  not  to  the  committee  there. 

380.  Do  you  remember  the  Kilfenora  committee  furnishing  you  with  revised 
lists  ?— Yes,  after  several  letters. 

381.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  that  committee? — Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

382.  Was  that  when  you  wrote  to  the  chairman  requesting  him  to  revise  the 
lists  ? — It  was. 

383.  Did  he  revise  the  lists?— He  sent  me  the  lists  as  revised. 

384.  How  soon  after  you  had  first  applied  to  him  ?— Nearly  two  months ; 
I believe  exactly  two  months. 

38.5.  Was  it  a very  large  list  ?—  It  was  a large  list. 

386.  Was  it  a list  that,  required  a good  deal  of  investigation  on  the  part  of  the 

committee  in  revision  ? — I should  say  so.  ... 

387.  Did  that  committee  also  send  you  a supplemental  list  f— ltiey  did. 

388.  Did  they  at  any  time  invite  you  to  attend  those  committees,  the  relief 
committees  of  Liscannor  ? — They  did. 

380.  At  the  time  the  revision  was  proceeding? — No. 

300.  When  did  they  first  give  you  that  invitation? — I am  not  aware  I ever 
received  an  invitation ; no,  I am  wrong : I do  not  think  I ever  received  an 
invitation  to  attend  Liscannor. 

oq  1 . How  many  letters  did  you  write,  either  to  the  chairman  or  to  the  relief 
committee,  generally,  during  those  two  months,  pending  which  you  did  not 
receive  the  revised" lists? — I am  not  exactly  prepared  to  say;  but  they  were 


printed  circulars.  . . , . . 

392.  But.  did  you  make  any  individual  application  to  them  during  those 
two  months  ? — 1 cannot  answer ‘'that  question  without  reference. 

303.  Did  you  ever  write  a letter  without  sending  a circular?— I did. 

394.  Did  you  ever  offer  to  attend  and  assist  in  the  revision  during  those  two 

months? — No.  . 

395.  How  far  were  you  from  the  place  where  the  Liscannor  committee  sat . 

I should  say  about  20  miles. 

396.  Allow  me  to  ask  you  why  you  never  attended  in  person,  if  you  found 
your  letters  did  not  receive  notice  for  tw.o  months  ? - One  of  my  reasons  for  not 
attending  was,  that  every  hour  of  my  time  was  occupied  in  attendance  on  other 
committees  ; and  where  there  were  four  committees  in  one  barony,  it  was  impos- 
sible that  I could  attend  to  the  four. 

397.  And  in  your  judgment  your  attendance  on  the  others  was  of  more  im- 
portance than  waiting'upon  the  Liscannor  committee  to  urge  their  attention  to 
your  letters?— I did  not  attribute  any  greater  importance  to  one  district  than 
another,  but  there  were  a great  many  others  nearer  to  me,  which  I could  attend 
oftener  and  with  more  general  advantage. 

398.  That  is  my  meaning ; and  in  consequence  of  that  you  did  not  attend 
Liscannor? — That  was  my  reason. 

309.  Had  you  any  other?— I had:  I did  not,  in  consequence  of  what  had 
arisen  between  me  and  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara,  wish  to  subject 
myself  to  a repetition  of  the  conduct  which  I found  it  rather  difficult  to  sub- 


mit to. 


400.  What  was  the  date  of  your  first  letter  to  the  relief  committee  at  Liscan- 
nor?— On  the  first  day  I arrived  at  Ennis. 

401.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  The  28th  October  ?— Or  the  day  after. 

402.  In  the  same  letter  of  the  26th  November,  you  state  that  when  3,000  had 
been  struck  off  there  still  remained  about  4,000  more  than  would  be  necessary 
to  afford  effectual  relief,  if  properly  dispensed ; by  whose  committee  were  these 
men  put  on  ? — I alluded  to  the  district. 

403.  Not  to  Corofin,  but  to  the  whole  district?— The  whole  district. 

404.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Of  these  100  cases,  have  you  got  any  of  the  names  or  de- 
tails?—I have  not  any  of  them  ; I had  them  on  that  day,  and  so  had  Colonel 
Lynge,  a number  of  them. 

405.  Could  you  refer  to  them  ?— We  could  only  refer  to  the  minutes  taken  on 


the  occasion. 


406.  Were 
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406.  Were  minutes  taken? — There  was  a reporter  present,  and  he  took  the 
minutes. 

407.  Can  you  get  them  ? — I have  them  ; the  reporter  is  present  to  prove 
them. 

_ 408.  Of  those  particular  cases?— The  whole  day  was  taken  up  by  the  discus- 
sion of  two  cases. 

409.  You  say  100  cases? — Yes;  I had  several  cases,  and  Colonel  Lynge  had 
a great  many  cases  also. 

410.  Can  you  furnish  us  with  a certain  number  of  100  cases  that  you  allude 
to? — I cannot;  I can  only  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  two  cases  that  were 
striking.  I have  no  other  means  than  the  minutes  taken  on  that  day.  I did 
not  keep  any  of  the  documents  calculated  to  throw  light  on  these  points,  never 
expecting  to  be  called  upon. 

411.  Mr.  Borthvick. ] I can  easily  understand  you  are  to  prove  those  two  cases 
by  the  reporter  ?— I can  prove  several  others  besides  those  two. 

412.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Who  is  the  gentleman  to  prove  that? — Mr.  Walker;  and 
Mr.  Petty,  the  engineer. 

413.  Where  are  the  two  cases  you  allude  to? — In  page  45  ; Michael  Daley 
was  one  «ase  ; that  was  the  only  one  that  Colonel  Lynge  remained  to  prove. 

414.  And  those  persons  were  in  comfortable  circumstances.? — Yes;  and  the  way 
1 undertake  to  prove  this  assertion  is  this : there  were  people  coming  to  me,  after 
the  revision  took  place  at  Corofin,  who  complained  that  they  were  in  w-retched 
circumstances,  whilst  their  neighbours  wrere  in  comfort,  and  who  were  retained 
upon  the  works;  and  those  men  who  preferred  their  complaint  to  me  were  very 
badly  off  indeed.  I brought  their  case  before  the  committee  after  Colonel 
Lynge  had  proved  his  case;  and  when  this  second  case  came  forward,  they 
entered  into  a resolution  to  revise  those  lists  again,  and  which  resolution  I have, 
and  that  put  a stop  to  a further  investigation. 

415.  Chairman .]  When  you  said  you  proved  the  100  cases,  do  you  mean  to 
say  you  were  prepared  to  prove  100  cases?— They  were  in  fact  acknowledged 
by  the  committee,  the  resolution  they  entered  into : if  we  had  gone  into  the 
proof  of  it,  it  would  have  taken  so  much  time. 

416.  Having  this  for  a fortnight  before  you,  this  was  a very  clear,  important, 
distinct  point  to  have  evidence  of;  that  having  two  cases  you  were  prepared  to 
go  into  the  other  ? — Exactly. 

417.  And  you  still  believe  you  had  sufficient  evidence,  sufficient  proof,  if  not 
of  all  the  100,  a very  great  number  of  such  instances? — I am  quite  convinced  I 
had,  and  a great  number  besides. 

418.  On  your  proving  two  cases,  the  investigation  was  put  a stop  to,  and  the 
committee  undertook  to  revise  the  list  ? — Exactly. 

419.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] If  you  refer  to  your  letter,  you  see  an  expression, 
“ 1 fear  that  we  may  ere  long  have  to  record  many  instances  of  the  exercise  of 
the  wild  justice  of  revenge,  which  I find  too  generally  advocated  in  these  parts ; ” 
what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? — I mean  that  those  persons  who  were  struck  off  the 
lists,  and  who  conceived  they  had  a right  to  remain  on  the  lists  and  to  be 
employed ; those  men  who  were  not  employed,  and  who  conceived  they  had  a 
right  to  be  employed,  would  have  a feeling  excited  amongst  them  that  was  much 
calculated  to  lead  to  the  exercise  of  revenge,  or  acting  upon  a feeling  of  revenge 
towards  those  people  who  had  struck  them  off. 

420.  Lord  J . Manners.]  I find  you  use  this  expression,  “ T he  people  well 
know  their  oppressors,  and  the  motives  by  which  they  are  actuated  whom  do. 
you  mean  by  oppressors  ? — I meant  those  members  of  a committee  who  prefer 
other  claims  to  the  claims  of  the  really  destitute. 

421.  And  the  motives  by  which  they  are  actuated  ?— Exactly ; they  were 
assisted  by  an  individual,  I can  find  his  name,  but  I do  not  know  it  exactly 
now : at  this  very  meeting  the  Rev,  Mr.  Quin  was  accused  by  an  individual 
or  individuals,  that  very  day,  of  putting  on  the  list  or  preferring  the  claims  of 
those  men  who  would  pay  their  dues  best.  Every  day  there  were  complaints 
brought  before  me  of  members  of  the  committee  placing  on  the  lists  those  people 
in  whom  they  had  an  interest,  in  place  of  the  really  destitute. 

0,1  °5’  3 ‘ 422.  Is 
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Copt, E.  Wynne.  422.  Is  that  the  reason  why  that  this  charge  wa3  preferred? — I had  had 

the  same  reason  when  I found  a man,  the  greatest  object  I ever  saw,  in  his 

6 May  18+7.  own  parisli,  whom  Mr.  Gamble  and  I happened  to  meet,  one  of  the  poorest 
creatures  I ever  saw,  without  any  clothes,  and,  finding  him  unemployed;  it  was 
6tated  to  be  because  lie  was  a stranger. 

423.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  You  asked  him  why  he  was  not  employed? — I 
asked  Mr.  Quin,  who  was  the  clergyman  of  the  parish. 

424.  You  asked  him  why  this  individual  was  not  employed  ? — Yes. 

425.  And  his  answer  was,  that  he  was  a stranger? — That  he  was  not  a resi- 
dent of  his  parish ; his  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  minutes  of  this  proceeding ; 
I do  not  exactly  recollect  what  it  was,  but  I did  not  consider  it  a satisfactory 
answer ; he  was  a man  who  had  one  of  the  strongest  claims  in  that  locality. 

426.  You  had  reason  to  believe  he  was  a resident? — I could  not  say;  I 
merely  met  him,  and,  not  being  able  to  speak  a word  of  English,  I got  an  inter- 
preter who  told  me  his  story ; he  was  a most  wretched  object.  Mr.  Gamble 
was  with  me  when  we  visited  the  works  and  met  him. 

427.  Did  this  man  state  that  he  applied  for  work? — I really  forget. 

428.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Did  you  investigate  the  charge  preferred  against 
Mr.  Quin? — On  that  occasion  ? 

429.  Yes. — No,  we  did  not. 

430.  You  took  the  report  as  it  was  given  to  you,  and  made  no  further  inquiry 
about  it  ? — That  was  merely  one  of  the  cases  to  which  I refer  as  making  an. 
impression  on  my  mind ; but  we  could  adduce  a very  large  number  of  such 
cases  against  a member  of  the  relief  committee,  by  these  individuals.  I have 
had  100  at  my  door  at  the  same  time,  and  absolutely  in  my  room,  without  the 
power  of  keeping  them  out  of  it;  and  that  was  a general  complaint. 

431.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  You  mention,  in  reference  to  a passage  to  which 
Lord  John  Manners  has  called  your  attention,  the  statements  that  were  made  with 
reference  to  this  Mr.  Quin.  You  have  not  given  any  evidence  to  the  Committee 
on  what  authority  you  make  this  statement,  except  a conversation  you  had  through 
the  means  of  an  interpreter  with  this  poor  stranger? — This  poor  stranger’s  case 
was  brought  up  in  committee  on  the  day  I allude  to,  and  it  was  acknowledged 
that  he  was  not  employed ; no  defence  was  made  for  his  not  having  been  em- 
ployed, except  that  he  was  not  a parishioner. 

432.  You  must  consider  that,  in  a great  degree,  a valid  defence  ? — I was  under 
an  impression,  whether  a man  was  a parishioner  or  not,  if  he  was  a stranger  and 
an  able-bodied  man,  he  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  die. 

433.  Of  course  not;  but  you  cannot  hold  the  priest  responsible  for  every 

stranger  that  comes  into  the  parish  not  being  immediately  employed  ? He 

resided  there. 

434.  I thought  you  said  not  ? — He  had  not  resided  there  long ; I do  not 
know  how  long.  If  he  was  passing  through  that  parish,  and  was  not  known, 
I should  have  considered  that  was  a valid  reason  for  his  not  being  employed ; 
but  this  is  one  of  a great  many  cases. 

435-  Y ou  have  only  mentioned  one  ? — I cannot  undertake  to  mention  any  very 
great  number  of  cases ; I may  produce  witnesses  who  have  been  there  more 
lately  than  I have ; but  I cannot  undertake  to  be  perfectly  accurate  in  my  dates 
or  numbers,  at  this  distance  of  time. 

436.  And  therefore  you  mention  the  case  which  struck  you  most? — Yes. 

437.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Of  what  committee  was  Mr.  Quin  a member? Co- 

rofin,  I think. 

438.  And  was  he  in  the  habit  of  attending  ? — He  was. 

439.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  With  reference  to  the  100  cases  you  say  were  proved,  at 
least,  100  cases  where  farmers  have  been  left  on  the  list,  do  you  mean  that 
there  were  100  comfortable  left  on  the  list,  or  merely  that  there  were  100  left  on 
the  list  when  there  were  some  destitute  persons  not  on ; do  you  mean  to  say  you 
struck  off  100  comfortable  farmers,  or  you  established  100  cases  of  destitution 
when  there  were  some  on  the  list?— No;  I mean  there  were  100  of  the  cases 
I spoke  of;  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  committee 
that  a number  of  those  remaining  on  were  comfortable,  and  ought  not  to  remain 
there. 

440.  You 
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440.  You  mean  100  who  had  a claim  for  relief  on  account  of  their  absolute 
destitution  ? — Decidedly. 

441.  Not  that  you  had  proved  100  cases  in  which  persons  possessing  property 
were  on  the  works? — No. 

442.  Merely  that  there  were  some  ? — Y es. 

443.  Chairman .]  In  the  letter  printed  in  the  statement  of  the  Members  for 
Clare,  they  complain  that  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  November  you  say,  “ I 
have  thought  of  applying  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county  to  reconstruct  the  com- 
mittees, as  I find  the  directions  for  their  construction  do  not  warrant  the  appoint- 
ment of  half  gentry,  bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character,  to  whom  the 
patronage  of  the  situation  appears  of  the  greatest  importance.”  What  were 
your  reasons  for  making  that  serious  charge? — One  of  my  reasons  was  in 
consequence  of  what  had  occurred  at  that  very  meeting ; and  also  from  what 
transpired  after  that  meeting.  A member  of  that  committee  had  applied  to  me 
for  a stewardship ; I told  him  I had  nothing  to  do  with  it  whatsoever,  and  he 
must  go  to  Mr..  Gamble.  One  or  two  days  previous  to  the  meeting  he  stated 
to  me  that  he  had  been  in  better  circumstances,  but  had  been  unfortunate, 
and  matters  had  not  prospered  with  him.  A charge  was  brought  against  him  on 
this  day  of  having,  at  a certain  house  in  the  parish  where  a station  was  being 
held,  of  being  a party  to  changing  the  list  as  settled  by  the  committee,  taking 
off  50  names  and  substituting  50  others.  This  was  one  of  the  charges  brought 
against  him ; it  was  generally  believed,  and  the  impression  on  my  mind  was, 
that  there  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  this  had  been  done ; but  the  steward 
refused  to  employ  a greater  number  of  men  than  were  on  the  list. 

444.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  this  charge  was  at  all  general  ? — 
There  were  three  individuals  engaged  in  it. 

445.  All  in  the  same  relief  committee? — All  in  the  same  relief  committee  ; 
but  the  particular  case  which  elicited  this  remark  from  me  is  the  individual’s 
case  which  1 have  alluded  to  now. 

4-16.  Mr.  Stafford  OJBrien.]  Do  you  mean  a priest’s  station? — Yes. 

447.  Had  you  the  same  application  made,  or  did  you  know  the  same  conduct 
pursued,  in  any  other  relief  committees  but  the  one  you  mentioned  ? — An  appli- 
cation for  stewardships  ? 

448.  Yes. — I knew  them  to  be  made  ; no  application  was  made  to  me  ; I had 
no  patronage  ; I had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appointment  of  stewards. 

449.  Were  there  many  ? — I should  say  I could  prove  five  or  six,  or  seven  or 
eight,  in  the  district. 

450.  Persons,  who  were  members  of  relief  committees,  and  yet  continue  to 
hold  that  position,  they  become  stewards  to  overlook  the  persons,  and  worked 
with  the  funds  recommended  to  be  applied  by  the  relief  committee  ? — I believe 
there  are  at  present,  and  were  at  that  time,  several  who  continued  in  the  employ- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  remained  on  the  committee. 

450*.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Their  names  then  appear  officially  in  two 
characters  ? — Y es. 

45 1 . That  is  a class  of  persons  under  the  description  alluded  to  in  your  letter  ? 
— Yes ; but  this  was  a case  which  warranted  me  in  using  this  identical  expres- 
sion, because  the  charge  against  the  gentleman  I spoke  of  was  that  he  went  upon 
the  works  drunk,  and  that  he  threatened  the  steward  with  his  authority  as  a 
committee-man,  if  he  did  not  obey  his  orders. 

452.  And  these  were  persons  whom  you  thought  ought  not  to  be  placed  on  relief 
committees? — Yes. 

453.  But  in  that  remark  you  never  intended  to  apply  it  to  the  Honourable 
Members  for  Clare? — No. 

454.  The  general  answer  is,  you  never  meant  to  convey  any  imputation  upon 
the  Members  for  Clare,  or  gentlemen  in  their  situation,  by  this  remark? — Most 
decidedly ; I never  included  gentlemen,  or  men  holding  the  rank  of  gentlemen, 
in  this  remark. 

455.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  say,  “ I have  met  but  two  Protestant  clergymen  in 
the  entire  of  the  committees  do  not  the  Protestant  clergymen  and  Catholic 
clergymen  attend  ? — 1 believe  that  is  strictly  the  fact  which  I have  stated  there. 

I cannot  recollect  that  I did  meet  more  than  two  ; and  in  my  whole  experience 
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in  the  county  and  the  seven  baronies,  I cannot  call  to  my  recollection  ever 
having  met  more  than  three  or  four. 

456.  In  the  20  committees  ? — Twenty  committees. 

4,57.  Does  not  every  Protestant  cl ergyman  belong  ex  officio  to  the  relief  com- 
mittees?— Yes. 

458.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien. ] But  do  not  attend? — Do  not  attend. 

459-  Chairman.']  Did  it  not  come  within  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Gamble  that 
such  persons  were  acting  as  stewards  ? — It  might  or  might  not ; the  works  were 
very  extensive ; a great  many  stewards  were  employed,  and  it  was  very  difficult 
to  ascertain  who  the}'  all  were. 

460.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Had  Mr.  Gamble  the  appointment  of  the  stewards? 
— No. 

461.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  What  did  you  mean  by  “the  gentlemen  of 
character  are  fast  following  their  example  ” ? — 1 take  this  also  from  the  meeting 
alluded  to.  I can  produce  a gentleman  who  stated  to  me  it  was  impossible  he 
could  act  with  the  other  members;  the  description  of  men  who  were  members 
of  these  committees  they  could  not  act  with,  and  therefore  they  withdrew, 
or  when  they  attended,  were  silent  members  of  the  committee ; took  no  part 
in  the  proceedings. 

462.  Chairman.']  It  seemed  to  me  you  said  the  Protestant  clergymen  never 
had  attended  ; now  I understand  you  to  say  they  did  attend  in  the  commence- 
ment, but  ceased  to  attend  ? — My  statement  I think  is,  that  I never  met  but 
two  Protestant  clergymen. 

463.  You  had  no  knowledge  that  they  did  attend,  ever? — I had  no  know- 
ledge of  their  having  attended. 

464.  But  the  expression  seems  to  imply  that  they  had  attended,  and  had 
ceased  to  attend,  and  others  were  following  their  example  ? — I cannot  undertake 
to  explain  it  precisely. 

465.  You  did  not  know  that  the  better  class  did  attend,  or  did  you  mean  to 
say  they  did  attend,  and  subsequently  withdrew*  r — I found  in  my  experience 
they  were  ceasing  to  attend  and  dropping  off  very  fast,  and  they  gave  me  their 
reasons  ; I shall  ask  one  or  two  of  them  some  questions,  and  they  will  answer 
you  that. 

466.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  Protestant  clergy  set  the  example  of  non-attend- 
ance ? — I cannot  state  that ; I only  state  the  fact  from  inference,  such  inference 
as  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that  up  to  that  period,  and  for  a considerable  time 
afterwards,  I never  met  but  those  clergymen  whom  I state. 

467.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  they  chairmen  of  any  of  the  relief  committees  ? — 
They  were  not  originally  chairmen,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  they 
presided,  in  one  case,  and  I believe  occasionally  in  others,  but  not  generally 
speaking. 

468.  Where  was  that  ? — Kilmally. 

469.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  If  you  look  after  the  word  “example,”  you  will 
see,  “ I was  in  hopes  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  turbulence  I met  witn  in  the 
committees  on  my  first  arrival,  but  yesterday’s  experience  undeceived  me.” 
What  was  the  experience  of  yesterday  that  you  speak  of  in  that  letter  ? — I cannot 
exactly  recollect  what  that  circumstance  was,  but  I have  no  doubt  it  was  some 
turbulence  I had  met  with. 

470.  You  do  not  remember  the  fact  ? — I do  not. 

471.  Look  at  the  next  lines,  “Our  assistant  engineers  and  stewards  have 
received  threatening  letters;”  was  that  so  ? — It  was. 

472.  And  is  this  letter  that  you  have  set  out,  one  of  the  threatening  letters 
that  had  been  received  ? — Yes,  I believe  so ; I believe  I enclosed  this. 
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Veneris , 7°  cfo  A/im,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Sir  William  Clay. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  S.  O’Brien. 

Mr.  Repton. 

The  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Tliornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

473.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  put  a question  to  you  that  I believe  you 
answered  distinctly  before  : 1 believe  you  stated  before,"  clearly  and  distinctly, 
that  in  the  paragraph  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  November,  in  which  you  speak 
of  “ half-gentry,  bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character,  to  whom  the  patronage 
of  the  situation  appears  of  the  greatest  importance,”  you  never  contemplated 
either  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  or  gentlemen  in  their  station  ? — Decidedly  so ; 
I never  alluded  to  any  person  holding  the  rank  of  gentleman. 

474-  You  did  mention  certain  persons  who  had  produced  that  impression  upon 
your  mind  by  their  conduct? — I did. 

. 475-  The  Committee  desired  you  not  to  give  any  names;  but  you  did  state 
circumstances  and  statements  made  by  certain  parties,  members  of  relief  com- 
mittees, which  induced  you  to  make  this  representation  ? — I did. 

476.  And  those  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Members  for  Clare? — -Nothin*. 

477.  In  your  examination  yesterday,  with  reference  to  the  letter  dated  Ennis, 
26  November  1846,  there  was  a paragraph  in  which  you  describe  certain  persons 
•whom  you  designate  as  “ half-gentry,  bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character,  to 
whom  the  patronage  of  the  situation  appears  of  the  greatest  importance you 
mentioned  some  instances  which  had  induced  you  to  write  that  letter ; have  you 
any  others  of  a similar  description  which  you  can  state  to  the  Committee,  omit- 
ting the  names  of  parties? — I. have;  but  the  impression  was  produced  by  the 
particular  instance  that  I mentioned  yesterday : from  my  intercourse  afterwards 
with  the  committees,  if  required,  I can  give  other  instances. 

478.  In  the  county  of  Clare?— In  the  district  I had  charge  of. 

479-  You  may  state  those,  but  omitting  the  names  ; in  the  western  district  of 
the  county  of  Clare  ?— -I  can  state  one  instance  in  the  Kilmally  committee. 

480.  What  description  was  that  instance? — It  came  as  nearly  as  possible 
under  the  same  head  as  the  one  I have  described  to  you  already. 

481.  Be  good  enough  to  speak  of  what  you  know,  and  not  of  what  you  have 
heard  ! — It  is  from  my  own  experience  I speak. 

482.  Of  any  one  acting  as  a steward  and  a member  on  the  relief  committee? 
—Not  a steward  ; I think  a man  may  be  a steward  and  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee, without  being  what  I designate  him  here. 

483.  What  induced  you  to  make  use  of  that  expression  ? — I say  it  is  impro- 
per  in  a member  of  a committee  to  be  also  a steward  ; but  then  that  does  not 
render  him  bankrupt  in  fortune  and  character. 

484.  The  question  is,  what  induced  you,  from  the  conduct  of  the  member  of 
any  committee,  to  make  this  representation  as  applicable  to  him  or  to  that 
fortune  tee'Fr°m  “y  knowledSe  of  him>  regard  to  his  character  and 

485.  What  is  the  character?— That  of  being  drunk;  he  has  come  to  me 
drunk;  he  has  gone  upon  the  works  drunk,  and  endeavoured  to  influence  the 
stewards  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  has  threatened  them  with  his 
influence  as  a member  of  the  relief  committee,  if  they  did  not  do  as  he 
proved  ™m  : U W8S  brought  as  a charge  against  him,  and  I considered  it 
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486.  Do  you  wish  to  give  any  other  instances  ?— I can  give  you  a great  many 
instances  where  gangers  and  stewards  have  been  members  of  relief  com- 
mittees, or  rather  where  members  of  relief  committees  have  been  gangers  and 
stewards. 

487.  Proceed  and  state  those  instances  in  addition  to  any  you  stated  before, 
of  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  committee  as  induced  you  to 
make  this  charge?— I can  give  you  the  names  of  persons  who  are  members  of 
relief  committees,  and  stewards,  and  gangers  at  the  same  time ; however,  I can- 
not speak  as  to  their  character. 

488.  As  to  that,  you  considered  it  a wrong  appointment  that  a member  of  a 
committee  should  act  as  steward  or  as  ganger;  in  how  many  instances  did 
a member  so  act  ? — I think  I can  prove  five  or  six  cases. 

489.  In  addition  to  those  you  mentioned  yesterday  ? — In  addition  to  those  I 
mentioned  yesterday. 

490.  In  what  committee  were  they  ? — Some  in  the  committees  at  Clondegad, 
one  or  two,  I think;  and  there  were  two  at  Corofin  and  two  or  three  in 
Burren. 

491.  Were  there  any  in  C ? — I believe  there  were,  but  they  did  not 

come  under  my  knowledge. 

492.  You  used  an  expression,  “ bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character;”  had 
you  any  reason  for  making  that  allegation  ? — I have  the  gentleman’s  own  affir- 
mation as  to  the  first  charge ; he  stated  it  to  me  himself. 

493.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Was  that  the  same  person  you  spoke  of  last?  — 
No,  this  was  the  person  I spoke  of  yesterday,  from  his  own  conduct  and  the 
conduct  that  he  was  accused  of  by  his  steward,  and  it  was  my  opinion  he  was 
guilty  of. 

494.  That  is  the  case  you  gave  yesterday,  and  is  one  instance  in  which  you. 
believe  you  had  reason  to  represent  a person  on  a relief  committee  as  a bankrupt 
in  fortune  ? — Exactly  so. 

495.  With  reference  to  another  remark  you  made  in  reference  to  committees 
in  Corcomroe,  I understood  they  were  inefficient  ? — I do  not  think  that  I made 
use  of  that  word. 

496.  Were  they,  in  your  opinion,  inefficient? — I consider  they  were. 

497.  Do  you  mean  to  include  in  that  general  remark  all  committees  in  Lis- 
cannor,  Fisher-street,  and  Kilfenora? — I did;  I included  all  four. 

498.  Did  you  ever  at  any  time  attend  the  Kilmerry  relief  committee? — 
I did,  frequently. 

499.  Did  you  revise  the  list  there? — Frequently. 

500.  Did  you,  upon  any  occasion  of  your  visit  to  Kilmerry,  address  the 
people  ? — No,  I never  addressed  the  people  anywhere ; I have  conversed  with 
them,  and  I have  asked  them  to  state  their  grievances,  as  were  my  orders. 

501 . Did  you  ever  make  a speech  to  the  people  in  a body  ? — Never  in  my  life ; 
the  only  thing  that  ever  could  be  construed  into  one  was  at  the  petty  sessions,  upon 
the  occasion  of  our  prosecuting  some  men  who  had  beaten  our  stewards  at  Kil- 
mealy,  and  I addressed  the  people — rather,  the  magistrates  and  gentry  present, 
and  begged  of  them  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  same  ; 
with  that  exception,  I do  not  think  I ever  attempted  anything.  I am  not  much 
of  a speaker ; I do  not  think  I ever  attempted  anything  of  the  sort  during  my 
residence  in  Clare. 

502.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  you  address  the  people,  representing  yourself 
as  their  friend,  and  their  landlords  as  their  enemies  ? — Never  ; I always  repre- 
sented that  I was  disposed  at  once  to  employ  the  poor  people  who  had  nothing 
else  to  live  upon,  and  I called  upon  them  to  furnish  me  with  the  names  of  per- 
sons in  better  circumstances,  and  I would  substitute  them  for  those  persons ; that 
was  the  line  I took  from  the  time  I went  into  the  county  till  I left. 

503.  Mr.  Repton.]  To  name  the  persons  in  better  circumstances  who  were 
employed,  I suppose? — Yes. 

504.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Did  you  at  Kilmealy,  or  at  any  place,  address  the 
people  ? — No,  not  at  any  place. 

505.  Chairman.]  Kilmerry  ? — At  Kilmerry  I attended  only  once ; it  was  a 
committee  that  had  been  recently  constructed.  I had  never  received  any  infor- 
mation of  that,  and  I attended  but  once,  and  we  went  through  the  entire  list, 
and  we  revised  so  far  as  it  was  possible. 

506.  Did 
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506.  Did  you  at  Kilmerry,  or  at  any  other  place,  address  the  people,  repre- 
senting- the  landlords  as  their  enemies  ? — Certainly  not. 

507.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Who  was  the  chairman  at  Kilmerry? — Sir  Burton  Mac- 
namara. 

50S.  Chairman.']  Did  you  ever,  in  addressing  the  people,  mention  the  names 
of  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ? — No. 

509.  Did  you  state  yesterday  you  had  had  some  conversation  with  Sir  Lucius 
O’Brien  and  Colonel  Yandeleur  respecting  the  reformation  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees ? — I did. 

510.  Was  it  in  writing? — It  was  by  letter  and  in  conversation. 

511.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the  nature  of  the  communica- 
tions which  you  made  with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  committees  ? — It 
was  this : I found  my  letters  were  not  answered,  that  the  directions  under  which 
I had  orders  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  act  could  not  be  adhered  to  or  carried 
out,  for  the  committees  neither  answered  my  communications  nor  sent  me  any 
lists ; in  conformity  with  those  directions,  I called  upon  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien, 
after  I had  written  to  him,  and  I brought  a specimen  of  those  lists.  I showed 
them  to  him  ; he  fully  agreed  with  me  in  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  doing 
something,  but  he  stated  he  did  not  know  his  powers. 

512.  Have  you  his  letter  here? — No. 

513.  Neither  a copy  of  your  own? — Nor  a copy  of  my  own.  I should  have 
retained  all  these  documents  had  I known  it  was  necessary  to  have  them. 

5 1 4.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Does  your  statement  with  regard  to  not  receiving  answers 
to  your  letters,  apply  to  the  committees  generally  ? — No,  not  generally ; there  was 
Killilagh,  I am  not  aware  I received  any  communication  from  Killilagh.  I received 
a letter  from  the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare,  not  on  the  subject  of  committee 
business ; I am  not  aware  I ever  received  any  other  communication. 

515.  Who  was  the  chairman  for  Killilagh? — The  Honourable  Member  for  Clare. 
There  was  another,  Carrickaholt ; and  my  communications  were  acknowledged 
to  be  received,  and  never  answered. 

516.  Chairman.']  Did  you  make  any  complaint  of  the  Killilagh  committee?— 
I did,  a great  many  complaints. 

517.  Was  there  any  investigation  held  at  your  request  in  respect  of  a charge 
made  upon  that  committee? — There  was;  this  charge  was  in  this  letter  of  the 
26th. 

518.  This  very  samer — I asked  them  by  letter  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
proving  the  truth  of  that  statement. 

519.  Was  a meeting  held  to  investigate  that  charge  ? — There  was. 

520.  Was  the  evidence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  taken  on  that  occasion ; the 
Protestant  clergyman  ? — I am  not  sure  he  gave  evidence ; but  I think  he  was 
present. 

521.  Were  you  present  the  whole  time?— I was;  but  it  is  very  hard  to  have 
any  recollection  of  that  meeting  ; it  was  a very  noisy  and  boisterous  meeting  ; 
there  were  minutes  taken,  I think,  by  two  reporters  on  the  occasion. 

522.  Was  it  held  in  public  ? — It  was.  No,  I am  wrong  ; it  was  not  in  public, 
it  was  held  with  closed  doors,  with  the  exception  of  the  reporters. 

523.  Who  were  the  parties  who  sat  on  the  investigation  ? — The  chairman,  Mr. 
Marcus  Keane. 

_ 524-  Who  else?— There  was  a tolerably  full  meeting  ; I suppose  there  were 
eight  or  ten. 

525.  Were  they  magistrates,  or  what  class  of  persons  ?— Mr.  M.  Keane  is  a 
magistrate,  and  a very  good  magistrate. 

52b'.  What  were  the  other  persons?— I am  not  aware  there  were  any  other 
magistrates  present. 

527.  Who  were  the  others  ; were  they  gentlemen  of  the  county,  or  what  class 
of  persons  were  they  ?— There  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch,  who  was  the  clergman 
of  the  parish  ; and  there  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward,  he  was  present. 

528.  I think  you  told  me  just  now  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  was  examined  as 
a witness  ? — No,  he  was  not  examined. 

529.  The  question  I asked  was  this:  was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ward,  a Pro- 
testant clergyman,  taken ; and  I understood  you  to  say  it  was  ? — I know  he 
made  some  statement,  but  I am  not  aware  that  he  was  called  upon  as  a witness. 

530.  Is  there  any  record  of  the  conclusion  which  that  body  of  gentlemen 
came  to  ? — There  is. 

0,1  °5-  e 2 531.  Have 
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■<Capt.  E.  Wynne.  53i  • Have  you  got  it,  or  where  is  it  to  be  found  r — The  reporter  who  took  it 
• is  here,  and  he  states  that  he  has  got  his  file  of  papers. . 

7 May  1847.  532»  Was  there  delivered  in  your  presence  any  decision  ? — No,  no  decision; 

Mr.  Gamble  and  I attended,  as  he  was  in  some  degree  concerned  in  the  matter, 
and  it  ended  in  this  way  ; the  committee  being  the  parties  charged,  decided 
that  I had  not  proved  my  case,  and  entered  into  a resolution  to  that  effect. 

535.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  committee  being  the  parties  charged  ?— The 
committee  were  charged  by  me. 

534.  Do  you  mean,  the  committee  whom  you  charged  with  cruelty  and  in- 
justice, were  their  own  judges? — Yes. 

535.  I have  asked  you  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  people,  and  who 
were  the  parties  that  formed  the  judges  between  you  and  the  committee? — The 
committee  themselves. 

536.  Mr .JBellew.]  And  nobody  else  ? — Nobody  else.  I remember  my  remark 
when  they  passed  that  resolution.  I said,  “ Really  this  is  such  a ludicrous 
resolution,  you  constitute  yourselves  judge  and  jury  at  once,  and  I would  re- 
commend you  not  to  send  it  forth  to  the  world for  I was  under  the  impression 
that  I had  completely  proved  my  case. 

537.  Were  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Lynch  members  of  that  committee? — They 
were.  Mr.  Ward  I never  met  in  committee  before ; I never  heard  him  speak 
before  that  day. 

538.  He  was  a member  of  it  ? — Yes ; I was  not  aware  of  it  till  that  day. 

539.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  was  the  charge  you  made  against  the 
committee  ? — This ; that  they  had,  in  the  revision  of  the  lists,  acted  with  injustice 
and  cruelty. 

540.  Then,  what  was  their  return  ; what  did  they  judge  of  themselves,  and 
what  was  their  verdict? — The  verdict  was,  that  I had  failed  to  prove  my 
charges. 

541.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Have  you  the  names  of  that  committee? — I can  give  a 
good  many  of  them.  I never  could  ascertain  the  extent  of  any  one  committee, 
for  they  added  members  ad  libitum. 

542.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  many  persons  were  present? — I think  10 
or  12. 

543.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Was  there  any  division  ? — I recollect  it  was  very 
nearly  unanimous  ; but  Mr.  Gamble  and  I,  as  members  of  the  committee,  took 
the  opposite  view  of  the  question,  and  prevented  its  being  unanimous. 

544.  Chairman .]  The  investigation  was  sought  by  you? — It  was  sought 
by  me. 

545.  Did  you  contemplate  a decision  being  made  by  the  party  you  accused  ? 
— I did  not  contemplate  the  decision  being  made,  but  I merely  wanted  to  show 
the  ground  on  which  I made  that  statement,  and  to  prove  they  acted  in  such  a 
way  as  warranted  my  making  that  statement. 

546.  Was  there  anybody  sitting  on  that  committee  except  the  members  of  that 
committee  whom  you  charged  ? — No  one. 

547.  Mr . Solicitor- General.]  You  were  asked  if  you  ever  represented  your- 
self to  be  the  people’s  friend,  and  their  landlords  their  enemies? — Never, 
further  than  showing  them,  on  every  occasion,  I advocated  the  poor  man’s 
claims. 

548.  Claims  for  what? — Claims  for  employment;  I never  spoke  to  them  on 
any  other  subject. 

549-  I to  understand  from  the  answer,  that  there  is  any  reason  foe 
assuming  of  you,  or  thinking  of  you,  that  you  went  about  addressing  the  people, 
or  making  speeches  to  the  people  ? — I never  made  a speech  in  my  life. 

550.  Did  you,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  on  that  occasion,  where  you  were  in  a 
Government  office,  go  about  making  addresses  or  speeches  on  any  occasion  ? — - 
Never. 

551.  Is  there  any  ground  for  supposing  that  you  did  ?— I do  not  think  there 
is  the  slightest  ground  for  that  charge. 

552.  Chairman .]  In  the  Blue  Book,  page  296,  there  appears  a letter  from  you 
to  Mr.  Walker,  dated  Ennis,  1st  December  1846 ; and  in  that  you  have  stated, 
“ I wish  to  give  you  an  account  of  our  extraordinary  presentment  session  yes- 
terday at  Corofin.  The  object  of  the  meeting  appeared  to  be  to  frame  new  laws, 
rather  than  to  act  upon  those  at  present  in  force.  The  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  m.  p.,  made  a hustings  speech,  in  which  he  accused  the  Government 

and 
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•and  your  Board  of  insulting  the  people  in  their  misery.  ’ What  induced  you  to 
make  that  statement? — What  induced  me  to  make  that  statement  was  this: 
there  were  other  members  sitting  on  the  bench  at  the  time ; two  of  them  left  the 
bench,  and  as  they  passed  said  to  me,  “ This  is  a hustings  speech  ; O’Brien  is 
•electioneering,  and  we  will  not  be  present;  he  is  becoming  too  personal.” 

553.  Did  you  hear  the  speech  ?— I did  not.  Those  remarks  were  addressed 
to  me  by  the  other  two  members  as  they  left  the  room. 

554.  I would  rather  know  what  your  own  impression  was  r — I merely  men- 
tion that  to  account  for  the  term  “ hustings  speech,”  which  I do  not  claim  the 
merit  of  originating. 

555.  Perhaps,  if  you  had  not  had  the  remark  made  to  you,  you  would  not 
have  used  the  expression  here  ? — Certainly  not  the  expression ; but  I should  be 
under  the  impression  as  to  the  purport  and  effect  likely  to  be  produced  by  the 
speech. 

556.  Will  you  state  what  impression  was  produced  upon  you  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced by  the  speech  ? — It  was  calculated  to  do  a great  deal  of  mischief. 

557.  'Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  In  what  way  ?— There  is  a report  of  it;  and  if 
the  Committee  like,  I will  go  through  it,  and  give  my  view  of  the  reasons. 

55S-9.  Chairman .]  We  are  not  taking  the  account  of  any  person  of  what  passed 
at  the  meeting;  I asked  what  was  said  that  produced  the  impression  upon  your 
mind  ?— May  I look  at  the  report  by  way  of  refreshing  my  memory  ? I have  a 
number  of  witnesses  here  to  prove  it;  the  reporter  is  here,  and  I do  not  mean  the 
Committee  should  adopt  the  report ; I shall  prove  its  correctness  by  a number  of 
witnesses. 

560.  On  the  question  being  put  to  you,  you  were  only  expected  to  answer  that 
which  you  do  know,  not  that  which  you  do  not  remember.  If  you  have  any 
doubt  on  the  subject,  do  not  answer  in  the  affirmative  ?• — I have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  as  to  a question,  but  only  beg  to  be  allowed  to  refer  to  the  report,  and  I 
shall  be  able  to  give  abetter  answer. 

561.  Mr .IV.  Williams.']  You  make  here  a distinct  statement  that  Mr.  Cornelius 
O’Brien  accused  the  Government  and  your  Board  of  insulting  the  people  in  their 
misery;  can  you  cite  any  expression  used  by  Mr.  0 Brien  to  justify  that?— 
— Perfectly  correct,  so  far  as  my  judgment  goes ; those  were  the  identical  words, 
with  a good  many  other  additions. 

562.  What  were  the  expressions  that  Mr.  O’Brien  made  use  of? — Those  words ; 
he  accused  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  of  humbugging  the  people, 
and  mocking  and  insulting  them  in  their  misery.  I think  it  is  necessary  for  me, 
so  far  as  my character  goes,  in  consequence  of  the  charges  brought  against  me, 
that  I should  refer  to  a paper  as  to  the  Honourable  Member’s  conduct  at  that 
meeting. 

563.  Chairman .]  You  may  refer  to  the  report  of  the  newspaper  to  which  you 
allude  ; but  do  not  give  anything  as  evidence  before  the  Committee  contained  in 
that  report;  only  state  those  expressions  you  recollect  to  have  heard  yourself? — 
The  discussion  commenced  with  the  construction  to  be  put  on  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter.  I took  no  part  in  that  for  some  time ; and  at  the  end  I gave  my  opinion 
that  I did  not  hesitate  to  state,  from  the  instructions  that  I had  received,  that  the 
Board  of  Works  would  at  once  Teject  presentments  made  in  such  an  indefinite 
manner.  It  will  be  seen  that  I made  no  remark  up  to  the  place  where  my  name 
is  first  mentioned.  I had  been  talking  to  some  of  the  members  on  the  relief  busi- 
ness ; then  I said,  “ I have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  that  these  presentments  would 
be  rejected,  if  made  in  so  indefinite  a manner.”  Mr.  O’Brien  then  said,  “ You  do 
not  understand  about  land  so  well  as  I do.” 

564.  Do  you  recollect  that  ?— Perfectly.  My  answer  was,  “ There  may  be 
two  opinions  on  that  subject.”  That  was, I think,  irrelevant,  but  it  so  happened 
I had  devoted  a great  deal  of  time  and  attention  to  the  subject.  This,  it  appears, 
gave  considerable  offence  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ; I saw  no  reason  why  it  should.  He 
said,  “ This  is  a life  and  death  question  we  are  considering,  and  we  are  in- 
sulted by  the  Government  and  their  officials.” 

565.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  recollect  that  ? — I recollect  that  perfectly.  He  added, 
in  my  memory,  “ The  Board  of  Works  are  humbugging  the  people,  and  mock- 
ing their  misery.” 

566.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  there  any  other  Government  officer  but 
you  present? — Mr.  Gadable  and  Mr.  Hill.  Perhaps  none  of  us  are,  strictly 
speaking,  Government  officers ; but  there  was  Captain  Hutchinson  also,  and  I 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne,  believe  lie  protested  against  the  proceedings  too.  I remember  there  was  Mr. 

• Hill,  who  was  the  county  engineer. 

7 May  1847.  567.  Chairman.']  Are  there  any  other  expressions  to  which  you  wish  to  refer? 

— Yes.  There  was  then  a good  deal  of  confusion  on  the  subject  of  wheelbarrows 
and  implements.  The  subject  of  the  men  not  having  sufficient  implements  to 
be  employed  ; Mr.  Gamble  took  up  that  andmade  a statement  on  that  subject; 
however,  at  a subsequent  period,  when  I found  an  opportunity,  when  there  was 
a little  lull  (for  it  was  a very  stormy  meeting),  I stated  “ that  a charge  had  been 
brought  against  the  Board  of  Works  of  injuring  and  insulting  the  country  by 
their  proceedings.  As  an  officer  under  that  Board,  I could  not  pass  over  such 
an  accusation  in  silence ; it  was  well  known  the  Board  were  using  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  alleviate  the  present  distress.  They  were  working  like  galley 
slaves  from  seven  in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night,  and  I thought  that  if  the 
gentry  of  the  country  would  co-operate  more  warmly  with  the  Board,  and  give 
them  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative  to  their  own  localities,  it  would 
be  much  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  carping  at  and  finding  fault  with 
their  proceedings,  and  bringing  forward  charges  without  any  sufficient  founda- 
tion.” The  chairman  then  said,  “ Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for  me,  sir?” 

568.  I observe  you  are  reading;  do  you  recollect  this  yourself? — Perfectly. 
“ I will  not  submit  to  be  lectured  in  such  a manner  by  any  person ; I say  the 
Government  and  their  officers  are  insulting  the  gentry  of  the  country.  It  is  a 
repetition  of  the  abuse  of  £ The  Times.’  Do  you  apply  your  remarks  to  me,  sir  ?” 

— <f  (Captain  Wynne.)  The  remarks  I made  were  merely  in  vindication.” 

“ (Chairman,  interrupting.)  I ask,  did  you  direct  your  remarks  personally  to 
me,  sir  ? That  is  a plain  question.” — “ (Captain  Wynne.)  I direct  my  remarks 
to  the  meeting  at  large,  and  to  you,  sir,  as  chairman  of  the  meeting.  It  may  be 
sufficient  refutation  of  the  charge  that  the  Board  of  Works  are  insulting  the 
country,  to  state  that  there  are  this  very  day  40,000  people  employed  by  the 
Board  in  this  country.  Is  that  insulting  the  country  ? I admit,  when  I first 
came  to  this  neighbourhood  I found  a number  of  people,  who  had  some  means, 
employed  on  the  works,  while  a great  many  other  poor  people,  who  had  no  means 
of  subsistence  whatever,  were  unemployed.  (Several  persons  present  called  out, 

‘ That  is  true.’)”  I therefore  felt  it  my  duty  to  strike  off  a number  of  those 
names,  and  the  chairman  then  said,  “ What  do  you  understand  by  having  some 
means ; do  you  mean  that  the  poor  man  who  has  a cow  should  take  a kmfe  and 
cut  a piece  off  that  cow  for  food  ?”  I considered  that  had  a mischievous  ten- 
dency ; it  placed  me  in  the  position  of  obliging  the  poor  man  to  take  a knife 
and  cut  a piece  off  his  cow,  and  placed  me  in  a position  anything  but  calculated 
to  render  me  popular  with  the  people.  « John  Bull  must  alter  his  policy.  He 
(the  chairman)  said  the  Government  were  not  doing  their  duty  to  the  country, 
and  he  was  not  afraid  to  say  it.  The  small  tenantry  of  the  country  must  not  be 
left  beggars ; they  should  be  employed  in  cultivating  the  land,  and  he  was  still 
ot  opinion  that  the  tradesmen  had  been  unfairly  dealt  with.”  Now  I submit,  that 
in  my  opinion,  on  that  occasion  the  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  the  speech  of  the 
Honourable  Member  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  represent  me  and  the  officers  acting 
m the  capacity  in  which  we  then  stood,  as  standing  between  the  people  and  the 
cultivation  of  their  land  ; and,  in  the  second  place,  obliging  them  to  dispose  of 
everything  they  had  in  the  world  before  they  became  fit  objects  for  relief,  to  use 
an  expression  used  in  the  very  assembly,  before  they  were  qualified  to  receive 
“ reliei  work. 

569.  Were  the  remarks  you  have  read  to  the  Committee  as  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  that  meeting,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  the  reasons  of  your  making  use  of 
this  representation  to  Mr.  Walker  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  December,  in  which 
you  say,  “ Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  made  a hustings  speech,  in  which  he  accused 
. e Government  and  your  Board  of  insulting  the  people  in  their  misery : I felt 
it  my  duty,  as  your  officer,  to  protest  against  the  use  of  such  language,  as  utterly 
unwarranted  by  fact,  and  calculated  to  produce  a most  mischievous  impression 
on  the  people  r — Decidedly  so.  r 

57°.  Did  you  make  this  report  to  which  you  refer  at  the  meeting  ?— No. 

571 . Did  you  correct  the  press  ? — No. 

.5 72-  Did  you  see  it  shortly  after  it  was  printed  ? — I saw  it  the  day  it  was 
printed ; it  came  to  me  in  due  form.  - 

573-  In  the  newspaper?— Yes  ; I did  not  see  it  at  all  till  I saw  it  in  the  news- 
paper. 

574;  Have 
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574.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  what  you  have  now  stated  is  the  correct  repre- 
sentation of  what  took  place? — I am  perfectly  certain  that  nothing  I have  stated 
did  not  take  place.  It  was  not  the  full  extent  of  what  took  place,  for  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  to  give  the  whole  of  what  took  place ; all  I stated  did  take 
place. 

575.  Was  there  at  that  time  very  much  excitement? — Very  much  excitement; 
I have  been  quartered  in  Clare  in  the  worst  of  times,  and  I never  saw  it  in  so 
excited  a state. 

576.  Was  there,  from  some  cause,  considerable  excitement  produced  against 
the  Government  and  the  officer  of  the  public  works? — There  was. 

577 • How  long-  had  the  public  works  been  in  operation  in  the  county? — I 
think  they  began  in  September,  under  the  new  Act. 

578.  Altogether  was  it  about  two  or  three  months? — About  four  months,  I 
think ; I was  not  there  at  the  commencement  of  them. 

579.  At  the  time  of  this  meeting,  and  for  some  time  antecedent,  were  the  men 
employed  at  the  works  unsupplied  with  tools  ? — In  some  cases  there  was  a scar- 
city, and  a decided  scarcity. 

580.  Was  it  one  ground  of  complaint  and  irritation? — No,  I cannot  attribute 
any  part  of  the  irritation  or  turbulence  to  the  want  of  implements. 

581.  Were  the  men  then  employed  on  task-work  ? — They  were. 

582.  Were  they  paid  according  to  the  work  so  measured? — In  some  instances, 
where  the  task-work  was  measured. 

5S3.  If  the  men  were  to  earn  their  wages  according  to  the  quantity  of  work, 
and  only  in  that  way,  and  had  no  tools  of  their  own,  was  it  not  one  of  the  grounds 
of  complaint  made  by  them  that  they  could  not  earn  adequate  wages  for  the  want 
of  tools,  and  tools  ought  to  be  supplied  to  them  ? — There  were  complaints  made 
on  that  score,  but  I do  not  attribute,  nor  did  I ever  hear,  any  part  of  the  turbu- 
lences assigned  to  that  cause.  I never  heard  any  person  mention  that  as  any 
part  of  the  cause  of  the  turbulence. 

584.  You  said  you  did  not  hear  it  attributed? — I said  I never  heard  the  want 
of  implements  stated  as  a cause  of  the  disturbance  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

585.  Did  not  the  labourers  themselves  complain  ver)r  much  of  it  ? — I never 
heard  what  I considered  a bond  Jide  complaint ; I was  always  of  opinion  they 
would  just  as  soon  be  without  tools. 

556.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  being  of  opinion  they  would  as 
soon  be  without  tools? — That  they  might  have  an  excuse  for  not  doing  the  work ; 
they  always  appeared  to  me,  particularly  at  the  time  I speak  of,  rather  early  in 
my  acquaintance  with  the  district,  to  be  anxious  to  get  as  high  a rate  of  sub- 
sistence as  possible,  without  ever  looking  to  or  expecting  to  entitle  themselves  to 
it  by  the  amount  of  work  they  did. 

557.  You  state  they  were  doing  work  by  task-work,  and  they  were  paid 
according  to  what  they  did  ? — Yes. 

5SS.  If  they  had  not  tools  they  could  not  do  so  much  work ; then  how  do  you 
arrive  at  that  conclusion  ?— It  was  my  opinion  that  they  never  contemplated 
entitling  themselves  to  more,  or  even  to  the  amount  of  the  subsistence  they  were 
paid ; and  in  very  few  instances  did  they  ever  earn  by  task-work  the  amount  of 
subsistence  that  they  were  paid  ; for  instance,  a shilling  a day,  they  rarely  earned 


589.  Will  you  explain  what  is  rather  ambiguous  at  present:  what  do  you 
mean  by  the  subsistence ; money  ? — When  they  were  at  a task  they  got  so  much 
a day  to  enable  them  to  live  till  such  time  as  the  task  could  be  measured,  and 
the  amount  of  claim  ascertained. 

590.  How  much  did  they  get  a day  subsistence  money  ? — It  varied ; they  got 
latterly  10  c?. ; 10  c?.  I think  was  the  lowest. 

. 591,  With  respect  to  subsistence  money,  I wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  sub- 
sistence was  paid  to  the  labourers  whether  they  did  task-work  or  not? — It  was 
not ; we  never  recognized  anything  but  task-work,  or  8 c?.  a day  ; if  they  refused 
task-work  they  were  not  given  more  than  8 c?.  a day,  at  least  with  Mr.  Gamble’s 
consent,  so  far  as  I can  judge ; but  that  was  not  exactly  my  duty. 

, That  is  not  an  answer.  I ask  whether,  if  they  could  not  do  any  work, 
ey  were  still  entitled  to  receive  any  subsistence  money? — Decidedly  not,  if 
‘they  did  not  work. 


593-  Then  supposing  a man  were  willing 
0-105.  E4 


to  work,  and  had  no  tools  of  hia 
own. 
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jCapt.  E.  Wynne,  own,  and  received  no  tools  from  the  Government,  and  could  earn  no  task-money 

and  was  not  entitled  to  receive  any  task-money,  what  was  to  become  of  him  ?-— 

7 May  1847.  Those  were  details  of  the  works  I had  nothing  to  do  with;  this  was  solely  and 
entirely  the  duty  of  the  engineers ; in  fact  it  was  my  orders  not  to  interfere 
with  those  matters. 

594.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  that  was  a strong  ground  of  discontent  and 
riot  on  the  part  of  the  people  ? — I never  heard  it  as  such ; I never  attributed  the- 
irritation  to  the  want  of  instruments ; to  their  discontent  on  that  score. 

595.  And  you  do  not  know  what  would  become  of  the  man  who  had  no  means 
of  work  from*  want  of  implements,  and  had  no  assistance  supplied  to  him  ? — 
I never  heard  the  question  raised  ; but  I think  there  was  no  man  unemployed 
from  that  cause.  I do  not  think  there  was  any  man  unemployed,  because  there 
was  always  something  to  be  found.  I never  heard  of  any  case  when  I was  in 
the  county  of  Clare  ; amongst  36,000  men  employed,  I never  heard  of  one  single 
man  being  unemployed  for  want  of  implements. 

596.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  insufficiency  of  tools  did  not  keep  him  from 
work  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  did  ; that  is,  did  not  prevent  his  being  employed, 
or  throw  him  out  of  employment. 

597.  Mr.  BellewJ]  Do  you  know'  a case  where  a man  was  refused  to.be  given 
employment  on  account  of  want  of  implements  ? — No. 

598.  Chairman.]  What  employment  was  he  put  upon  if  he  had  no  imple- 
ments?— To  break  stones. 

599.  But  if  he  had  no  implements? — I never  knew  the  case  raised. 

600.  If  he  were  employed  to  break  stones,  how  did  he  break  them? — So  far  as 
I am  acquainted,  some  had  hammers  of  their  own,  and  the  Government  engineers 
supplied  others ; but  as  I stated,  my  knowledge  on  the  subject  is  very  small ; 
it  is  no  part  of  my  duty,  and  therefore  I merely  give  an  opinion.  Mr.  Gamble 
can  give  fuller  information. 

601.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  And  what  proportion  had  spades  of  their  own  ? — I really 
have  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  upon  that  subject. 

602.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  You  mean  the  implements  to  break  stones  were  almost 
in  the  hands  of  every  man,  whereas  the  implements  for  the  other  were  more 
costly  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  the  cost;  it  was  the  difficulty  and  impossibility 
of  supplying  the  implements. 

603.  Chairman.]  I will  ask  you  this  question  ; was  the  complaint  about  the 
scarcity  of  tools,  not  enabling  the  men  to  work  by  task-work,  and  consequently 
not  to  earn  wages,  subject  of  complaint  at  the  meeting  at  Corofin  ? — It  was. 

604.  Did  it  there  appear  to  produce  much  irritation  among  the  people  ? — I do- 
not  think  it  did. 

605.  Who  made  the  complaint  then? — Mr.  O’Brien. 

606.  He  made  it  to  the  meeting  on  behalf  of  the  people? — I cannot  say  that 
he  so  stated  it. 

607.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  the  letter  before  us,  it  all  relates  to  the  locality  ? — Yes. 

608.  Chairman.]  Can  you  recollect  whether  the  complaint  was  made  by  the- 
chairman,  and  in  what  terms  ? — I cannot  exactly  recollect  the  terms,  it  not  so- 
immediately  applying  to  my  duties ; but  I recollect  the  purport  of  it,  and  what 
I conceived  to  be  the  grounds  upon  which  the  chairman  made  the  complaint;: 
they  were  these : that  the  tools  and  implements  were  not  sufficient  to  enable  the 
men  to  work  with  advantage,  so  as  to  give  value  for  the  money.  I do  not  con- 
ceive that  the  want  of  tools  prevented  the  employment  of  any  man;  the  im- 
pression on  my  mind  was,  that  the  purport  of  his  complaint  was  merely  that  the- 
men  for  want  of  tools  could  not  give  so  good  value  for  their  money  as  they 
otherwise  would  if  they  had  a sufficient  quantity  of  tools. 

609.  Was  there,  at  that  meeting,  a complaint  made,  and  irritation  produced  by 
the  statement,  on  the  part  of  the  workmen,  that  they  were  compelled  to  work  by 
task-work  without  fixed  prices,  and  without  the  measurement  being  laid  down  ?• 
— I do  not  think  there  was  irritation  produced. 

oio-  Was  there  a complaint  made? — On  that  occasion? 

611.  Yes? — I am  not  aware. 

612.  Was  a complaint  of  that  description  made  to  the  chairman  ? — I cannot 
from  recollection  say.  I think  another  ground  of  the  chairman’s  complaint 
with  regard  to  the  tools  was,  that  they  were  not  manufactured  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; that  I have  a recollection  of. 

613.  Mr.- 
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613.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Can  you  say  why  they  were  not? — I believe  Mr.  Gamble 
had  issued  orders  to  all  his  assistant  engineers  to  have  tools  and  implements 
provided  in  the  localities  wherever  they  could  be  made,  or  wherever  the  people 
in  the  localities  were  inclined  to  provide  those  tools.  I know  those  were  his 
orders,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  the  localities  could  not  produce  the 
number,  nor  anything  like  the  number. 

614.  Sir  TV.  Clay .]  At  that  meeting,  was  it  distinctly  stated,  as  a cause  of 
irritation  among  the  people,  that  they  had  not  the  means  of  earning  sufficient 
wages  on  account  of  the  want  of  tools?— I do  not  think  it  was;  I cannot  say 
positively  ; but  there  was  a period  of  that  meeting,  particularly  the  commence- 
ment ot  the  meeting,  during  which  I was  in  conversation  -with  some  gentlemen 
on  the  subject  of  relief  committees,  apart  from  the  bench,  when  it  might  have 
been  stated  without  my  knowledge ; I merely  came  to  the  bench  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  O Brien  was  speaking  on  another  subject. 

61 5-  Chairman .]  Did  the  chairman  at  that  meeting  observe  generally  upon 
the  mismanagement  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— I think  he  did. 

616.  Did  other  magistrates,  and  other  ratepayers,  at  the  meeting  also  observe, 
with  strong  animadversion,  upon  what  they  termed  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Board  of  \\  orks  -—I  do  not  recollect  that  any  other  gentleman  did,  on  that 
occasion. 

617.  Have  they  on  other  occasions? — No;  I cannot  exactly  call  to  my  mind 
whether  any  magistrate  of  the  county  has  accused  the  Board  of  Works  in  what 
I should  call  objectionable  terms;— yes,  I am  wrong,  I recollect  another,  but  it 
would  require  some  time  to  consider  that  question,  for  I might  omit  some  names 
1 had  reason  to  complain  of. 

61  8.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  none  of  the  magistrates  except  the  chairman  did 

animadvert  strongly  upon  the  mismanagement  of  the  Board  of  Works -—My 
impression  is  that  no  other  magistrate  did  so.  J 

619.  Do  you  know  whether,  at  that  meeting,  they  came  to  a vote  that  no 
further  sum  should  be  granted  except  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter?— I do  not 
think  such  was  the  resolution. 

620.  Did  they  come  to  that  resolution  ?— To  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter. 

62  ' . Was  that  in  consequence  cf  the  complaints  they  made  of  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Works  ?-I  cannot  say;  I really  cannot  understand  your 
question.  They  came  to  the  resolution  of  making  presentments  under  Mr.  La- 
boueheres  letter,  for  the  purpose  of  tilling  the  land! 

622.  Was  that  not  in  consequence  of  the  complaints  made  of  the  mismanage- 
ment of  the  Board  of  W orks  ?— I do  not  consider  it  had  any  reference  whatsoever 
to  that  question ; it  was  considered  a more  profitable  mode  of  expending  the 
money.  r 0 

6 “3-  bir-  S;  Crawford..]  I think  you  stated  that  some  time  back  the  men 
employed  by  task-work  were  indifferent  about  work,  because  they  got  subsis- 
tence money  ; am  I right  in  thinking  you  said  so  ?— Something  to  that  effect 

624.  In  case  persons  received  assistance  money  who  were  not  at  the  time 
working,  were  reductions  made  from  their  wages  i— No,  I do  not  think  there 
were;  but  1 cannot  take  upon  myself  to  answer  questions  positively  that,  did  not 
refer  to  my  duties  exclusively.  I have  not  heard  of  any  cases. 

625.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  It  appears  in  one  part  of  the  report  that  “ several 
voices  from  the  body  of  the  meeting  here  cried  out,  ■ That  is  true.  ’ ” Was  this 
meeting  at  Corofin  held  m the  court-house  at  Corofin  ? — I think  it  was  tile  court- 
house; — yes,  it  was  the  court-house. 

626.  W as  it  in  the  private  room,  or  was  it  in  the  public  court-house  ? — I think 
it  was  m the  public  court-house. 

627.  Because  here  are  several  voices  from  the  body  of  the  court  where  those 
members  or  relief  committee-men  are;  were  they  from  the  mob? — From  the 

memressions  ’ " y°U  them  : il  ™s  ™ °P“  meetin« 

T Shradd  PfSOnS  d°  y0U  SUppose  miSht  be  in  the  b°dy  of  the  court? 

rTom,  HhoS  £&  2#0  ‘°  3°°-  M “ar  - 1 “uld  «—  * * * - large  as  this 

this  occasion?-Ttey 

°-,°5’  F 630.  The 
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630.  The  niagistates  sat  upon  the  bench,  I suppose?— Yes,  they  did. 

631.  Were  any  observations  addressed  to  the  body  of  the  court  by  the  mem- 
bers, or  by  any  person  from  the  bench  ? — No,  I do  not  think  that  there  were ; 1 
heard  no  address. 

632.  No  appeals  to  them? — No  appeals  to  them. 

633.  When  you  addressed  that  observation,  that  a charge  had  been  brought 
against  the  Public  Works  “of  injuring  and  insulting  the  country  by  their  pro- 
ceedings,” what  was  your  temper  and  manner  at  the  time  you  were  making  the 
observation  ? — I think  my  temper,  as  far  as  I could  judge,  was  much  what  it  is 
at  this  very  moment. 

634.  That  is  calm  and  cool? — Yes. 

635.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  said  that  you  thought,  “ that  if  the 
gentry  of  the  county  would  co-operate  more  warmly  with  the  Board,  and  give 
them  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative  to  their  own  localities,  it  would 
he  much  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  to  carp  at  and  find  fault  with  the 
proceedings.”  What  did  you  mean  by  co-operating  more  warmly  with  the 
Board  ? — I meant  assisting  the  Board  officers  in  making  lists  conformably  to  the 
order  given,  which  both  they  and  the  officers  knew ; that  is,  in  removing  im- 
proper persons  from  them,  and  placing  in  them  fit  and  proper  persons  for  relief. 

636.  Was  it,  in  truth,  about  purging  the  lists  that  this  observation  of  yours 
was  mainly  addressed  ? — It  was  purging  the  lists  themselves,  or  giving  me 
information  upon  which  I could  do  so. 

637.  Did  you,  in  fact,  find  that  the  gentry  of  the  county  to  which  you  were 
sent  by  the  Government  did  not  give  you  the  countenance  and  co-operation 
which  you  expected  they  would  give  you  ? — I did,  generally ; there  were  ex- 
ceptions, and  I always  took  an  opportunity  of  making  those  exceptions  known. 

638.  Had  you  known  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  or  either  of  them, 
before  you  went  into  that  county  ? — I had  never  seen  or  ever  heard  of  Mr. 
O’Brien.  I had  met  Major  Macnamara  in  society,  on  good  terms  ; I had  met 
him  in  the  society  of  some  of  his  own  family,  and  at  Baron  Lefroy’s. 

639.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Did  the  people  receive  assistance  when  they  had  not  been 
paid  work  by  task  ; if  they  worked  in  any  manner  did  they  receive  subsistence 
whether  they  gave  real  value,  or  not  ? — If  they  appeared  to  be  working  all  day 
they  received  subsistence,  when  they  were  doing  very  little  work.  They  never 
did  anything  like  work  value  for  money. 

640.  Did  any  other  members  of  the  committee  express  a concurrence  in  the 
remarks  of  the  chairman,  Archdeacon  Whitt}7  ? — Not  one  of  them,  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

641.  Did  the  cess-payers,  or  any  other  portion  of  the  meeting? — They  did  not 
speak,  but  some  of  them  were  very  noisy. 

642.  Chairman .]  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  that  some  of  them  did 
not  speak,  but  were  very  noisy  ? — It  was  impossible  for  me  to  ascertain  exactly 
what  they  said ; there  was  a great  deal  of  noise  and  confusion,  and  excitement. 

643.  If  they  did  not  speak,  but  were  noisy,  do  you  mean  that  they  expressed 
approbation  or  disapprobation  of  what  the  chairman  was  saying?— I think,  in 
most  cases,  they  expressed  approbation. 

644.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  You  stated  you  refused  to  sign  the  presentments  at  the 
sessions,  as  they  were  contrary  to  law',  and  could  not  be  acted  on ; in  point  of 
fact  they  were  not  acted  on  ? — No. 

645.  By  the  Board  of  Works  ? — By  the  Board  of  Works. 

646-7.  Mr,  TV . Williams .]  You  have  stated  that  the  supply  of  instruments  was 
insufficient,  and  that  the  people  were  put  out  of  work  in  consequence,  for  they 
could  not  earn  enough ; and  you  stated  also  that  the  measurers  were  incom- 
petent persons  ? — In  some  cases  they  were. 

648.  And  that  consequently  their  measurement  was  often  incorrect? — Why,  I 
cannot  say  that  measurement  was  in  consequence  of  the  incompetency  ; we  have 
discovered  their  measurements  in  several  cases  were  incorrect,  but  whether  it  might 
have  been  incompetencj7,  or  through  a wish  to  give  their  neighbours  a larger 
sum  of  money  than  they  were  entitled  to,  I cannot  take  upon  myself  to  say.  I 
had  my  own  opinions  on  the  subject. 

649.  Do  not  you  think  these  were  sufficient  grounds  for  great  dissatisfaction 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  that  it  was  legitimate  on  the  part  of  the  Members 
for  Clare,  holding  the  high  position  they  did,  to  complain  to  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of. Works?—  I am  not  aware  that  the  Members  for  Clare  ever  complained 

of 
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of  the  want  of  employment  on  that  score.  I do  not  know  whether  I exactly 
understand  the  question  that  you  have  put. 

650.  (The  short-hand  writer  was  requested  to  read  the  previous  Question.) — I 
think  it  involves  two  questions.  It  was  not  my  opinion,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people  was  want  of  implements,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  be  put  to  work  or  to  earn  high  wages  by  task-work. 
I do  not  think  that  was,  or  was  ever  urged  to  me  as  a ground  of  complaint. 
I think  it  was  perfectly  correct  in  the  magistates,  or  the  Members  for  the 
county  of  Clare,  to  make  any  complaint  of  the  engineers  that  prevented  the 
men  from  earning  high  wages,  or  to  complain  of  any  abuse  they  might  see; 
it  was  not  only  competent  for  the  Honourable  Members  for  the  county  "of  Clare 
to  complain  of  those  abuses  if  they  thought  they  existed,  but  that  it  was  their 
duty.  I only  complain  of  the  tribunal  before  which  the  officers  of  the  Board 
were  brought, — the  people,  and  the  mode  in  which  those  complaints  mere  made. 
I made  no  complaint  on  any  other  score. 

651.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  people  who,  by  not  having  a supply  of 
proper  implements,  could  earn  10  d.,  and  with  proper  instruments  might  earn 
15d.,  did  not  complain  of  the  position  in  which  they  were  placed? — No,  not  so. 

652.  Did  you  mean  to  convey  that  meaning? — No;  they  often  did  make 
complaints;  but  I do  not  consider  that  was  the  bond  fide  cause  of  complaint ; I 
rarely  found  a disposition  on  their  part  to  entitle  themselves  to  high  wages  by 
exertion;  I never  conceived  that  the  real  grounds  of  complaint  were  the  want  of 
implements  ; but,  however,  I am  merely  giving  an  opinion;  it  was  no  part  of 
my  duty;  it  was  merely  the  result  of  my  observation. 

653.  Mr.  Bellew.]  I thought  you  stated  they  never  were  prevented  from  em- 
ployment in  consequence  of  want  of  implements  ? — No,  I never  heard  of  it ; not 
one  case. 

654.  Chairman.]  When  you  say  no  man  was  in  want  of  employment,  to  your 
knowledge,  from  want  of  implements,  can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  any 
men  were  obliged  to  work  very  short  work,  and  to  receive  very  short  wages  iii 
consequence  of  the  want  of  implements  ? — I cannot ; 1 have  not  heard  of  any 
case  in  the  county  of  Clare  where  men  undertook  to  work  task-work  where 
they  were  not  paid  a subsistence,  a day-rate  of  wages,  higher,  in  fact,  than  the 
rate  of  the  country. 

655.  That  was  no  answer  to  my  question  ? — I never  heard  of  a case. 

_ 656.  You  have  before  stated  there  was  a deficiency  of  implements  ? — De- 
cidedly. 

6.57.  Does  it  not  follow  that  if  a man  had  not  sufficient  implements,  he  must 
work  less  than  he  would  do  if  he  were  well  supplied  ? — Decidedly. 

658.  And  would  he  not  then  do  less  task-work  and  receive  less  wages  ? — He 
would. 

659.  Sir  J.  Walsh .]  Do  you  know  any  case  in  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
incompetency  of  the  people  to  measure  the  work  as  it  was  completed,  that  a 
greater  quantity  of  work  was  done  than  was  allowed  for  in  the  measurement  ? — 
I have  heard  of  cases  of  the  kind ; complaints  were  made  to  this  effect. 

660.  Was  that  a general  complaint  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

661.  Do  you  conceive  that  in  consequence  of  the  incompetency  of  the  mea- 
surer, if  there  was  any  want  of  accuracy  in  the  measurement,  it  was  more  fre- 
quently on  the  side  of  omission  or  excess? — The  impression  on  my  mind  was, 
that  it  was  decidedly  in  excess. 

662.  Chairman .]  You  stated  to  the  learned  Solicitor-general,  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  him,  that  you  were  at  a meeting  at  Corofin  quite  calm  and  cool, 
as  you  stated  you  are  now.  Did  you  interrupt  Mr.  O’Brien  when  he  was  ex- 
plaining Mr.Labouchere’s  letter  in  anything  of  an  angry  or  irritating  tone  ? — 
No ; he  had  ceased  to  speak  when  I made  my  first  remark  for  the  day. 

663*  If  you  did  not  interrupt  him,  were  the  remarks  you  made  conveyed  in  an 
angry  or  irritating  tone  ? — No. 

664.  Were  they  cool  and  calm  ? — Perfectly  cool  and  calm ; that  is  my  opinion, 
and  I think  I can  prove  it  by  the  opinion  of  others. 

665.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I will  ask  you  a question  upon  that.  When  the 
chairman  said,  “ Do  you  apply  your  remarks  personally  to  me?”  in  what  spirit 
and  tone  was  that  addressed  to  you  ? — It  appeared  to  me  it  was  in  a hostile 
spirit  and  tone,  and  that  it  was  with  a view  to  making  a personal  affair  of  it. 

°'I05*  f 2 666.  Chairman .] 
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666.  Chairman.']  I understand  you  to  represent  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was 
irritated,  and  that  you  were  quite  cool? — I was  quite  cool ; I have  further 
reason  to  hold  the  opinion  I have  stated  to  the  Solicitor-general,  because  Mr. 
O’Brien  accompanied  one  of  his  observations  to  me  by  saying,  “ You  will  find 
me  very  steady,”  and  I believe  that  was  heard  by  others  present,  which  I con- 
ceive to  be  a sort  of  threat  held  out  to  me. 

667.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  this  at  the  Corofin  meeting? — At  the  Corofin  meeting, 
when  he  sat  as  magistrate  on  the  bench. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Harry  David  Jones,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

668.  Chairman .]  YOU  are  a Lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Army? — Yes;  and 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland. 

669.  Have  you  been  so  long  ? — A year  and  a three-quarters. 

670.  And  continue  still  to  be  so  ? — I do. 

671.  Have  you  the  appointment  of  inspecting  officers  to  the  different  counties 
in  Ireland  ? — I have,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Treasury. 

672.  Did  you  appoint  Captain  Wynne  to  be  inspecting  officer  for  Clare  ? — 
I did. 

673.  Was  that  appointment  approved  of  by  the  Treasury  ? — It  was. 

674.  Do  you  know  when  he  entered  upon  his  duties  ? — I do  not  know  exactly ; 
but  I think  it  must  have  been  some  time,  in  October  1846. 

675.  Mr.  O’Brien.]  Under  what  circumstances  did  the  appointment  take 
place  ? — The  appointment  of  inspecting  officers  arose  from  this  circumstance ; 
that  in  the  previous  season  there  had  been  so  much  difficulty  found  with  the 
relief  committees,  on  the  nomination  of  men  to  be  employed  upon  the  public 
works,  that  after  the  expiration  of  that  season,  and,  in  fact,  before  that  season 
was  over,  I had  considered  it  necessary  to  select  officers  to  stand  between  the 
engineers  and  committees ; that  was  found  to  work  with  so  much  satisfaction 
that  when  the  new  Act  passed,  under  which  we  now  are  working,  chapter  107, 

I recommended  that  inspecting  officers  should  be  appointed  to  every  county  in 
Ireland. 

676.  Was  your  recommendation  acceded  to? — It  was  approved  of,  and  I had 
upwards  of  50  military  officers  employed  in  that  important  position. 

677.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  you  know  Captain  Wynne  before  you 
employed  him  ? — I had  never  seen  Captain  Wynne  before  he  came  back  from 
Clare. 

678.  What  was  his  previous  character  and  occupation  you  did  not  know? — 
Except  from  having  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a man  of  judgment  and  remarkable 
firmness. 

679.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  about  him  ? — I did  not. 

680.  From  inquiries  are  you  now  satisfied,  and  what  should  you  say  of 
Captain  Wynne,  as  to  temper  t — That  was  one  of  the  recommendations  to  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

68 1.  On  which  you  would  act? — On  which  I would  act. 

682.  Had  you,  from  time  to  time,  opportunities  of  observing  the  conduct 
and  the  proceedings  of  Captain  Wynne  and  how  he  behaved  himself  in  his 

ervice  ? — Yes. 

683.  In  your  judgment,  what  sort  of  conduct  should  you  represent  his  to  have 
been  from  first  to  last  ? —Perfectly  satisfactory. 

684.  Had  you,  in  any  respect,  either  from  temper  or  misbehaviour  of  any 
kind,  any  reason  to  think  him  unfit  for  his  employment? — Quite  the  reverse, 
and  so  I will  prove  it.  I will  read  a letter  directed  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  I was  anxious 
that  the  Committee  should  know,  before  they  went  into  the  examination,  the 
opinion  that  the  Board  entertained  of  Captain  Wynne. 

685.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  I think  you  stated  you  knew  nothing  of  Captain  * 
Wynne  until  after  his  return  from  Clare  ? — I had  never  seen  him  till  after  his 
return  from  Clare. 

686.  Does  your  knowledge  of  his  conduct  and  capability  extend  beyond  your 
orrespondence  with  him,  and  reports  from  others  ? — No ; I had  reports  from 

m weekly,  and  sometimes  twice  or  three  times  a week ; and  every  report  I 

received 
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received  only  confirmed  me  still  more  in  the  choice  that  I had  made  in  the 
selection  of  an  efficient,  firm,  and  discreet  officer  for  that  very  disturbed  county 
in  which  he  was  placed. 

657.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  He  was  not  the  first  officer  sent  there?— No,  he 
was  not.  Captain  Bailie,  r.  e.  was  sent  there  before  him. 

658.  Sir  W.  Clay.']  At  what  period  was  he  removed  from  that  station  of  the 
western  division  of  Clare  ?— When  Captain  Wynne  went  down. 

689.  Up  to  what  time  was  Captain  Wynne  the  inspecting  officer  ?— Up  to 
March,  I think  ; he  was  withdrawn  for  another  duty. 

690.  Was  his  withdrawal  from  that  district  in  consequence  of  any  disappro- 
bation of  his  conduct.' ' I do  not  recollect  any  report  being  made  condemnatory 
of  Captain  Wynne,  or  in  the  language  of  complaint. 

691.  Chainnan.]  What  is  the  date  of  the  letter  you  refer  to?— 18th  of 
January  1847. 


(Capt.  Wynne  stated  that  he  continued  at  Clare  till  the  29th  of  January.) 

692.  Will  you  read  it?— This  was  during  the  time  that  Capt.  Wynne  was 
employed  m the  county  of  Clare  in  official  duties.  “ Dublin  Castle,  ISth 
January  1847.  Gentlemen,— With  reference  to  Captain  Wynne’s  report  of  the 
12th  instant,  relative  to  a threatening  notice  which  was  served  on  him,  lam 
directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  state  that  his  Excellency  has  learned  with 
regret  that  such  conduct  should  have  been  pursued  towards  a public  officer 
who  (as  far  as  his  Excellency  has  been  informed)  has  conducted  the  difficult 
matters  connected  with  his  duty  in  so  satisfactory  and  effective  a manner  as 
Captain  Wynne.  His  Excellency  is  happy  to  have  this  opportunitv  of  express- 
ing Ins  approbation  of  the  services  rendered  bv  Captain  Wynne  while  engaged 
on  the  inspection  of  the  public  works  in  the  county  of  Clare.” 

693.  What  is  the  notice  referred  to  in  that  letter  ?— A threatening  notice  that 
was  handed  to  him  in  court. 

694.  What  notice  was  it  ? — It  is  in  the  Blue  Book. 


695.  Mr.  Eortlmich ] Is  it  dated  the  18th  of  November  1846  ?— It  is  at  page 
■69  of  the  Correspondence. 

any  other  s^tement  to  make?— I wish  to  state 
that  1 think  Captain  Wynne’s  position  was  a very  difficult  one.  The  county  of 
Clare,  from  the  beginning  of  the  distress,  was  the  county  that  gave  us  most 
trouble;  our  officers  were  more  frequently  assaulted,  there  were  more  works 
stopped,  and  one  of  our  officers  was  actually  shot,— a man  whom  I knew  per- 
sonally, quite  an  inoffensive  man ; not  only  that,  he  was  a man  who  had 
been  extremely  active  in  giving  employment  to  the  poor  men  near  where  he 

TPfii  n pn  1 


697.  What  was  his  name? — Hennessy. 

698.  When  was  he  shot?— The  5th  December  1846. 

bgg.  I believe  he  did  not  die  of  his  wound  r — No,  he  did  not. 

700.  Will  you  go  on  with  your  statement  ?— The  conduct  pursued  towards  the 
Board  officers  in  Clare,  coupled  with  the  reports  we  got  from  other  parts  of  Ireland 
ot  the  proceedings  of  relief  committees,  confirmed  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  Captain  Wynne’s  reports,  and  we  only  felt  ourselves  too  happy  that  we 
had  an  officer  with  his  judgment,  firmness,  and  discretion  in  his  difficult  post : we 
had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Corofin  or  Ennistimon  committees  were  different 
Irom  tlie  committees  we  were  acting  with  in  every  part  of  Ireland  ; and  I should 
eg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  instructions  issued  to  the  com- 
mittees for  their  guidance  with  respect  to  the  Board  of  Works  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
Work  Reports1  be  'eVe  you  Wl11  find  at  Pa8e  <18  of  the  second  series  of  Board  of 

O Jif'rK  yoI*  give  the  date’  and  read  t!le  instructions,  it  will  do  as  well?— The 
24tn  ot  October  1846. 

,,  7°2;.  the.re  a Panted  circular  sent  to  each  of  the  relief  committees  ?— To 
the  reliet  committees  m Ireland. 


[The  following  Paper  was  handed  in  ;] 
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. INSTRUCTIONS  for  the  Formation  and  Guidance  of  Committees  for  Relief  of  Distress 
in  Ireland,  consequent  on  the  Failure  of  the  Potato  Crop  in  1846. 


Relief  Districts  to  be  formed. 

1.  The  Relief  Act  recently  passed,  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  107,  directs  that  when  the  public  works 
for  which  it  provides  become  requisite  in  any  barony,  extraordinary  presentment  sessions 
are  to  be  assembled. 

2.  The  lieutenant  of  the  county  will  be  requested  to  divide  every  such  barony  into  con- 
venient districts,  for  the  action  of  relief  committees  • each  district  to  consist  of  at  least  two 
parishes,  and  the  exact  limits  to  be  accurately  defined. 

Relief  Committees. 

3.  For  the  districts  so  formed  the  lieutenant  will  then  be  pleased  to  constitute  relief  com- 
mittees ; or  to  re-assemble  any  committees  which  may  have  administered  relief  funds  within 
those  districts,  during  the  penod  ended  on  the  loth  August ; and  to  forward  to  the  commis- 
sary-general  a return  of  the  districts  and  of  the  chairman  and  secretary  (both  of  whom  lie 
will  appoint)  of  each  committee. 

4.  When  committees  which  have  had  relief  funds  are  to  be  re-assembled,  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  rule,  as  to  the  extent  of  districts,  may  be  necessary  for  removing  local  objections. 
Under  all  circumstances,  it  will  be  indispensable  that  the  relief  districts  shall  be  within  the 
boundary  of  the  barony,  half  barony,  or  lesser  division,  for  which  relief  works  are  required. 
Where,  however,  the  baronial  lines  intersect  towns  or  parishes,  a relief  district  may  there 
consist  of  parts  of  two  baronies,  but  the  committees  must  keep  separate  registries  of  the 
applicants  for  labour  on  the  respective  barony  works. 

5.  The  relief  committees  (whether  newly  constituted  or  re-assembled)  are  to  include  the 
following  functionaries  and  public  officers  : 

The  lieutenant  or  vice-lieutenant  of  the  county. 

Magistrates  deputed  by  each  bench  of  petty  sessions  in  the  barony,  half  barony,  or  lesser 
division,  for  which  presentment  sessions  shall  be  convened,  not  exceeding  two  from  each 
bench. 

The  resident  magistrate  in  the  barony  division  for  which  the  presentment  sessions  shall  be 
held. 

The  principal  clergymen  of  each  church  (Protestant,  Roman-catholic,  and  Presbyterian) 
officiating  in  each  parish  in  the  district. 

The  chairman  of  the  poor-law  union  comprising  the  whole,  or  greater  part  of  the  barony 
division  for  which  the  presentment  sessions  shall  be  held. 

The  principal  constabulary  officer  in  such  barony  division. 

The  principal  coast  guard  officer,  where  available. 

Officers  acting  under  the  commissary-general,  and  principal  officer  in  the  barony  acting 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  to  be  ex-officio  members. 

In  those  cases  where  local  circumstances  may  require  that  persons  not  comprehended  in 
this  arrangement  should  be  appointed  on  committees,  it  would  be  desirable  to  re-appoint  so 
many  of  the  most  efficient  and  respectable  members  of  the  committees  of  the  past  season  as 
may  be  requisite.  In  forming  new  committees,  where  none  had  been  named  during  the  past 
season,  and  where  the  ex-officio  members  may  be  insufficient,  the  lieutenant  of  the  county 
will  exercise  his  discretion  in  selections  from  the  most  respectable  subscribers  to  the  relief 
fund. 

6.  As,  during  the  past  season,  central  committees  were  formed  in  certain  districts,  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  the  continuance  of  this  plan,  if  their  operation  should  appear  to  the 
lieutenants  of  counties  more  desirable,  keeping  the  arrangement  within  barony  boundaries, 
which  is  indispensable. 

7.  Each  committee  should  hold  periodical  meetings,  at  the  place  most  convenient  for  the 
members  and  the  object.  Minutes  of  each  day’s  proceedings  are  to  be  kept  in  a book  sup- 
plied by  the  commissary-general  for  the  purpose,  as  also  for  correspondence  and  accounts. 

8.  Three  members  of  a committee  to  form  a quorum. 

9.  The  balance  remaining  of  each  relief  fund  of  the  period  closed  on  the  15th  of  August 
to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  new  or  re-assembled  committee  of  the  district  for  which  the  fund 
shall  have  been  created.  The  treasurer  to  be  re-appointed. 

10.  All  other  committees,  on  forming  relief  funds,  to  appoint  treasurers. 

11.  Correspondence  between  the  committees  and  Her  Majesty’s  Government  to  be  carried 
on  through  the  commissary-general  ;■  and  it  is  earnestly  requested,  with  a view  of  facilitating 
public  business,  that  individual  members  of  the  committees  will  communicate  their  sugges- 
tions or  objects  of  inquiry  at  meetings  of  the  committees,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  commissary- 
general  if  considered  necessary,  so  that  the  correspondence  may  be  carried  on  only  by  the 

hairman  or  secretary  of  each  committee. 

12.  Applications 
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12.  Applications  with  respect  to  public  works,  and  correspondence  on  matters  incident  to  ■ 
them,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

Acts  and  Papers  for  the  attention  of  Committees. 

13.  The  attention  of  each  committee  should  be  primarily  given  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Belief  Act  recently  passed  (9  & 10  Viet.  c.  107),  as  it  prescribes  the  mode  in  which  relief  is 
to  be  afforded  by  employment  on  public  works. 

14.  The  commissary-general  will  supply  each  committee  with  copies  of  the  following  Acts 
and  Papers: — 

Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c..  107,  for  relief  works.  Also,  Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  109,  granting 
50,000 1.  ill  aid  of  public  works  of  utility,  for  poor  districts. 

Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  101,  to  authorize  the  advance  of  1,000,000/.  for  the  improvement  of 
land  by  works  of  drainage  in  Ireland. 

The  Drainage  Acts,  5 & 6 Viet.  c.  89 ; 8 Sc  9 Viet.  c.  5fi ; and  9 Viet.  c.  4 ; and,  where 
necessary,  the  Fishery  Piers  Act,  9 Viet.  c.  3. 

Treasury  Minute  of  the  31st  of  August  1846. 

Papers  on  the  drainage  of  land. 

Papers  on  the  use  of  Indian  corn  and  meal. 

Promotion  of  Employment  on  Land. 

15.  A most  important  duty  of  the  members  of  the  relief  committees  will  be  to  promote,  by 

their  influence  and  example,  improvements  in  husbandry,  the  drainage  of  land,  and  reclaim- 
ing of  wastes.  * 

10.  The  employment  provided  by  law  must  be  of  a public  nature;  and  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  in  Ireland  are,  by  the  Act  9 Sc  10  Viet.  c.  107,  charged  with  the  expense 
of  such  works  as  are  indispensably  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the  destitute  poor. 

17.  The  Government  has  also  afforded  many  facilities  towards  the  general  agricultural 
improvement  of  Ireland  by  drainage,  not  only  of  the  uncultivated,  but  also  of  the  large  pro- 
portion of  imperfectly  cultivated  land ; and  abundant  means  have  been  placed  for  this  purpose 
at  the  disposal  of  the  landowners  more  favourable  than  heretofore,  both  as  to  the  rate  of 
interest  and  the  period  of  repayment. 

Registry  of  Applicants  for  Relief. 

18.  When  public  works  of  relief  are  to  be  executed,  the  several  relief  committees  in  the 
barony  are  to  supply  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  appointed  to  conduct  them,  lists 
of  persons  requiring  relief  by  employment,  made  up  from  registries  of  applicants  for  relief,  in 
the  following  order,  and  not  containing  a greater  number  of  persons  than  the  officers  of 
works  shall  propose  to  employ  from  each  relief  division  of  the  barony,  having  regard  to  the 
extent  of  the  labouring  population  requiring  relief  in  such  division : — 

1st.  Persons  destitute  of  means  of  support  who  have  the  largest  families  wholly  depending 
on  them. 

2d.  Persons  with  smaller  families  wholly  depending  on  them. 

3d.  All  other  persons  requiring  employment  on  public  works,  for  whose  support  it  is 
actually  necessary. 

19.  A book  for  the  registry  of  applicants  for  employment  will  be  supplied  to  each  com- 
mittee. As  the  applications  are  received,  inquiry  should  be  made  to  ascertain  the  real  con- 
dition of  every  applicant,  and  none  should  be  registered  but  such  as  shall  appear  to  be  in 
actual  necessity  of  relief,  having  no  other  resource  or  means  of  acquiring  subsistence  than 
employment  on  public  works. 

20.  When  lists  of  applicants  are  supplied  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  they  will 
issue  work  tickets  to  the  persons  who  are  to  be  employed ; and  when  the  lists  shall  not  con- 
tain all  the  applicants  registered,  this  should  be  stated  at  foot,  giving  there  the  number  still 
requiring  employment.  The  lists  to  be  revised  from  time  to  time,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
committees. 

Execution  of  Public  Works. 

21.  The  relief  committees  are  not  to  interfere  with  the  execution  of  the  works,  or  with 
ffie  officers  or  stewards ; but  it  will  be  at  all  times  open  to  them  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Works  to  any  occurrences  in  relation  to  the  works,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committees  are  deserving  of  consideration. 

22.  It  is  not  to  be  desired  that  relief  committees  should  carry  on  works  of  relief  of  the 
description  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the  Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  107.  All  such  works 
should  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  baronial  sessions,  and  if  sanctioned  they 
must  be  executed  only  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

23.  When  committees  are  compelled  by  circumstances  to  provide  employment  from  funds 
at  their  own  disposal,  it  should  be  limited  to  small  works  of  local  utility;  and  they  should 
not  give  a higher  rate  of  wages,  nor  exact  a smaller  quantum  of  labour,  in  any  work  so 
earned  on  by  them,  than  is  given  or  required  upon  works  carried  on  under  the  superinten- 

. 0.105.  f 4 dence 


.Lieut.-colonel 
Harry  D.  Jones. 

7 May  1847. 
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dence  of  the  Board  of  Works.  Such  works  should  be  carried  on  by  committees  only  to  the 
extent  to  which  private  employment  is  proved  not  to  be  available.  The  persons  so  employed 
should  be  paid  for  their  labour  in  proportion  to  the  work  actually  done,  in  money,  and  not 
by  any  composition  in  lieu  of  wages. 

Means  of  increasing  the  Local  Supplies  of  Corn  Food. 

24.  The  means  of  providing  food  for  the  labouring  population,  in  lieu  of  the  potato  crops 
lost,  are  fully  explained  in  the  Treasury  Minute  of  the  31st  August.  The  importation  of 
foreign  grain  is  most  properly  left  exclusively  to  private  enterprise ; and,  to  a certain  extent, 
the  distribution  as  well  as  the  introduction  is  left  to  the  same  agency. 


Donations  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

25.  Donations  in  aid  of  subscriptions  will  be  made  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, which  may  amount  to  one  half  of  the  amount  subscribed,  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committees ; the  amount  varying  according  to  the  circumstances  and  the  degree  of 
distress  to  be  relieved. 

26.  On  applying  for  a donation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  transmit  to  the  commissary- 
general  a list  of  the  subscriptions  actually  collected ; but  the  contributions  from  charity 
Funds  of  any  kind  should  not  be  included,  or  in  any  way  mixed  up  with  the  persona’l 
subscriptions. 

27.  A certificate  to  the  following  effect  should  be  affixed  to  each  list  of  subscriptions, 
signed  by  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  and  chairman  for  the  time  bein^ : 

We  certify  that  all  the  subscriptions  set  forth  in  this  list  have  been  collected  and 
paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  relief  committee,  and  that  there 

is  not  included  in  it  any  sum  contributed  from  funds  applicable  to  charitable 
purposes. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  treasurer’s  receipts  should  be  transmitted  to  the  commissary- 
general  ; they  will  be  called  for  by  the  commissariat  officer,  who  will  be  directed  to  issue  the 
donations. 

Objects  to  which  Relief  Funds  are  applicable. 

28.  The  relief  fund,  formed  of  the  balance  remaining  from  the  past  period,  subscriptions 
for  the  present  period,  any  other  contributions  obtained,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  dona- 
tion, will  be  applicable  only  to  the  following  purposes  : 

1st.  Providing  supplies  of  Indian  corn,  or  Indian  corn  meal,  or  other  food  for  sale. 

2d.  Affording  relief  by  employment,  if  necessary. 

3d.  Defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  committee,  including  remuneration  for  the 
services  of  the  secretary  or  clerk. 

Inspection  of  Correspondence,  Accounts,  fyc. 


29.  The  books,  correspondence,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  relief  committees,  should  at 
all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  Government  officers,  who  will  be  appointed  to  visit  each 
barony,  and  who  should  be  furnished  with  copies  of  any  documents  or  accounts  they  may 
require.  Detailed  accouuts  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  in  the  form  of  an  account  current, 
should  be  kept;  and  certified  copies  of  them  will  be  required  after  the  15th  of  August 
1847. 

W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 


Commissariat  Relief  Office, 
Dublin  Castle,  8 October  1846. 


Additional  Instructions  relative  to  the  formation  of  Relief  Committees. 

1.  The  archbishops  and  bishops  of  the  Established  Church,  and  the  Roman-catholic 
Church,  to  be  members  of  the  relief  committees  in  the  districts  where  they  reside. 

2.  As  in  many  cases  the  principal  officiating  clergyman  maybe  prevented  by  other  duties 
from  attending  regularly  at  the  relief  committee,  he  is  at  liberty  to  name  one  of  his  assistants 
for  each  parish  committed  to  his  charge,  to  act  in  his  place ; and  in  towns,  one  for  each 
district  into  which  the  parish  may  have  been  hitherto  divided. 

3;  The  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  to  be  members  of  all  committees. 

24  October  1846. 

703.  Not  limiting  it  to  relief  committees  in  Clare? — This  was  general ; and 
I should  state  that  to  enable  the  committee  to  do  their  duty  with  as  little  trouble 
as  possible,  they  were  furnished  with  printed  returns  in  which  the  names  of 
individuals  recommended  for  employment  were  to  be  entered,  which  form  should 
show  the  number  of  individuals  in  such  family,  the  name  of  the  residence,  the 
parish,  and  the  number  of  the  family,  males  and  females ; “ usual  mode  of 
obtaining  livelihood,”  “able-bodied  or  infirm,”  “if  holding  land,  state  quantity.” 
I regret  to  state  in  very  few  instances  did  the  relief  committees  follow  out  those 
instructions,  thereby  entailing  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  odium  upon  the  Board 
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of  Works  officers ; you  will,  I believe,  receive  in  evidence,  from  the  witnesses  that 
will  be  brought  before  you,  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  the  relief  committees, 
of  which  these  gentlemen  were  members,  discharged  their  duties  by  entailing  a 
great  deal  of  annoyance  upon  the  Board’s  officers. 


Lieut. -colonel 
Harry  1).  Jones. 


7 May  1847. 


No. 

Recommendation  for  Employment  on  the  Relief  Work  marked  in  the  Memorial  from  the 

Barony  of  , Dated 


Name. 

Residence. 

| Townland. 

Parish. 

Age. 

No.  in 
Family. 

Usual  Mode 
of 

obtaining 

Livelihood. 

Able- 

bodied 

or 

Infirm. 

If  holding 
Land,  state 
quantity. 

M. 

F. 

A.  R.  P. 

Signature  of  the  person  who  presents  the  List  1 
to  the  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Works.  J 

Dated  day  of 


704.  Do  you  mean,  when  you  state  the  relief  committees  did  not  follow  the 
instructions,  that  they  did  not  fill  up  the  schedule  sent  to  them  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertainiug  the  names  of  those  upon  the  lists  ?— No,  they  handed  in  other 
lists. 

705.  Was  that  general  throughout  Ireland? — General  throughout  Irelaud  • 
and  I have  seen  many  from  that  district. 

706.  May  I ask  wliat  proportion  of  schedules  sent  by  you  were  filled  up  and 

returned  to  you,  as  compared  with  those  irregularly  returned  ? — They  were  not 
returned  to  me.  J 

707.  To  whom  were  they  returned  ?— If  you  will  allow  me  to  explain,  I will 
come  to  that  point.  The  inspecting  officer  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  works  • 
he  was  put  there  to  act  with  the  relief  committees,  to  receive  from  them  the  lists 
of  persons,  and  to  strike  off  those  whom  he  considered  improperly  put  upon 

70S.  It  would  be  better  shortly  to  answer  my  question.  I asked  if  they  were 
failed  up  and  returned,  you  say  they  were ; and  I asked  to  whom  were  thev 
returned? — To  the  officer.  J 

709.  What  officer  r— The  inspecting  officer;  the  inspecting  officer  for  that 
district  furnished  the  engineer  with  the  names  of  those  to  be  employed  upon  the 

710.  You  have  stated  that  the  relief  committees  did  not  follow  the  instruction 

and  in  a very  few  instances  filled  up  the  schedules : from  whom  did  you  get 
this  information  ? — From  the  inspecting  officers.  & 

711.  It  is  from  information  you  spoke  upon  that  ? — Yes. 

712.  And  the  same  information  does  not  enable  you  to  state  what  was  the 

proportion  of  regularly  filled  up  schedules  to  those  which  were  irregularly  filled 
up  ? — It  does  not.  b J 

713.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  time  are  you  speaking  of ; subsequent  to  August? — 
{Subsequent  to  August  last. 

7 H.  Were  they  not  in  some  part  of  Ireland  regularly  filled  up  ?— Some  of  them 
were.  The  lists  were  not  intended  for  the  office  in  Dublin,  they  were  intended 
ior  the  inspecting  officer,  to  hand  over  to  the  engineers;  and  we  always  under- 
uXthe°Slisrsel'en0tfi  ledUP  ‘°  faV°Ur  thC  admiss*on  improper  persons  put 

715-  That  I suppose  you  have  heard  from  other  persons  ? — I have  had  returns 
sent  to  me. 

716.  How  did  they  show  that? — Because  they  did  not  give  the  information 
required.  0 

°-'°s ■ G 717.  How 
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717.  How  did  that  show  the  object  and  the  motive  ? — We  can  only  infer  that 
there  must  be  some  object  in  it. 

718.  And  your  inference  is  that  the  object  was  what  you  have  stated?— 
Undoubtedly. 

719.  Have  you  anything  further  to  state  ? — I was  particularly  anxious  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  instructions  issued  to  the  relief  committees,  ancl  also  to  the 
inspecting  officers. 

720.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  At  what  date  were  such  instructions  issued  ? — 
Those  to  the  relief  committees  are  at  page  68  of  the  Blue  Book. 

721.  It  is  August  1846? — Yes. 

722.  And  how  long  were  those  in  operation  ? — Up  to  this  moment ; and  at 
page  112  will  be  found  the  instructions  to  the  inspecting  officer  by  the  Board 
of  Works. 

723.  What  date? — The  date  does  not  appear,  because  it  is  a copy  of  the 
circular,  and  the  date  was  filled  in  when  it  was  sent  off  to  each  particular 
officer. 

724.  Was  that  in  operation  at  the  time  that  Captain  Wynne  was  in  the  county 
of  Clare? — Yes. 

725.  Chairman.]  I wish  to  ask  you  a question  about  the  lists ; would  the  en- 
gineer put  any  man  upon  the  works  without  getting  the  lists  from  the  inspecting- 
officer? — He  ought  not,  excepting  under  very  particular  circumstances;  they 
have  done  it,  but  it  was  not  in  conformity  with  the  Board’s  instructions. 

726.  The  instruction  would  be,  not  to  put  them  upon  the  lists  except  with 
the  consent  of  the  inspecting  officer,  but  in  some  cases  that  was  deviated  from  ? — 
Yes. 

727.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Can  you  give  us  instances  to  justify  that  devia- 
tion?— The  inspecting  officer  might  be  in  another  part  of  the  district. 

728.  Supposing  he  had  done  so,  would  you  hold  him,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
service  he  wras  employed  upon,  justified  in  that  act? — I consider  every  officer 
under  the  Board,  if  he  found  a person  employed  there  that  ought  not  to  be,  it 
was  his  duty  to  remove  him. 

729.  Chairman.]  You  are  aware  there  is  a letter  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  Ennis,  5th  December  1846,  con- 
taining allegations  of  which  the  Members  for  Clare  complain ; did  you  make 
any  inquiries  respecting  the  circumstances  which  induced  Captain  Wynne  to 
write  that  letter  until  after  the  Blue  Book  was  printed,  and  the  complaint  made 
in  Parliament? — I recollect  receiving  that  letter;  I felt  that  Captain  Wynne 
was  speaking  the  truth,  inasmuch  as  we  received  numerous  reports  of  the  same 
description  from  other  parts  of  Ireland.  If  it  had  not  been  confirmed  with  what 
had  been  passing  in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  it  would  have  been  the  Board’s  duty 
to  make  a representation  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; but  this  was  of  such  fre- 
quent occurrence,  that  having  felt  confidence  in  Captain  Wynne,  I did  not  take 
any  steps  in  the  matter. 

730.  You  did  not  make  any  inquiries  into  the  truth  of  that  allegation,  or  the 
groundwork  upon  which  Captain  Wynne  made  it? — No. 

731.  You  stated  what  you  knew  of  his  conduct,  and  your  knowledge  of  the 
general  state  of  Ireland,  which  made  you  place  implicit  confidence  in  his  allega- 
tion in  that  letter  ? — Yes. 

732.  And  you  therefore  did  not  make  any  inquiries  upon  the  subject? — No: 

733.  And  yet  the  complaint,  you  will  observe,  is  against  two  gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  letter,  as  holding  the  position  of  the  two  county  Members  for 
Clare ; did  not  the  circumstance  of  their  position,  as  well  as  that  of  Captain 
Wynne,  induce  the  Board  of  Works  to  make  any  inquiry  upon  the  subject  with 
regard  to  the  circumstances  that  had  made  the  impression  upon  Captain  Wynne’s 
mind  ? — No,  it  did  not.  We  received  reports  of  gentlemen  in  as  high  position, 
and  probably  higher  in  point  of  rank  ; and  that  is  why  I wish  the  Committee  to 
understand  the  reasons  which  influenced  the  Board  of  Works  in  their  proceed- 
ings. There  are  manj7  others,  as  stated  by  Captain  Wynne  which,  by  themselves, 
would  have  demanded  instant  inquiry ; but  we  considered  and  knew  it  to  be 
such  a general  system  throughout  Ireland,  that  we  thought  no  more  of  this 
than  numerous  other  cases  which  came  before  us  in  a week. 

734.  Am  I to  understand  you  that  such  was  the  condition  of  Ireland,  that 
conduct,  such  as  was  attributed  to  the  county  Members,  did  not  excite  surprise  in 
the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Works,  who  had  a high  duty  to  per- 
form ? — 
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form  r — We  may  have  regretted  it,  but  we  were  not  surprised  ; many  of  our 
officers,  for  instance,  the  inspecting  officer  of  Donegal,  was  assaulted  in  the  street, 
and  the  same  at  Castlebar ; and  we  felt  that  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble’s 
position  in  Clare  was  one  of  imminent  danger,  and  we  have  more  than  once  had 
it  under  our  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  our  duty  to  remove  them  to 
another  county. 

735.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  it  your  opinion  that  the  position  in  which 
Captain  Wynne  stood  in  the  count}’-  of  Clare  was  more  difficult  than  in  any  other 
county: — Yes,  most  difficult ; you  will  see  there  are  a greater  number  of  outrages 
in  that  county  than  any  other. 

736.  Chairman.]  Was  the  distress  greater  there  than  elsewhere? — It  was 
very  great. 

736*.  Had  you  a peculiar  difficulty  in  furnishing  such  a number  of  people 
with  the  means  of  working  their  task-work  and  providing  efficient  measures  ? — 
The  greatest  difficulty;  we  had  700,000  persons  to  provide  tools  for,  and  50,000 
or  60,000  of  a morning  unexpectedly;  we  could  not  do  it,  and  there  was  a repre- 
sentation made  to  me  by  a member  of  our  not  giving  tools  to  the  men  in  his 
neighbourhood  ; and  I said  if  he  could  tell  us  where  to  get  them,  I should  be 
glad  to  furnish  them  ; and  he  himself  acknowledged  he  had  not  been  able  to 
get  a carpenter  to  make  a wheelbarrow. 

737.  That  was  not  in  Clare? — It  was  not;  but  I mention  it  to  show  the 
difficulty. 

73S.  Had  it  not  the  effect  of  producing  considerable  irritation  on  the  minds 
of  the  poor  and  the  landed  gentry  ? — No,  I should  say  not ; for  the  landed 
gentry  did  not  care  much  when  once  the  people  were  put  on  the  public  works. 

739.  Will  you  explain  that ; we  are  told  they  were  employed  by  task-work, 
and  paid  by  measure? — Nominally,  in  a great  mauy  instances;  I do  not  think 
the  work  was  measured,  either  from  misconduct  or  some  other  cause.  I believe 
the  man  who  surveyed,  surveyed  at  random ; we  could  not  control  it,  the 
pressure  upon  us  was  so  great  from  every  part  of  Ireland,  “ If  you  do  not  put 
our  men  upon  the  works,  they  will  die,  they  will  starve.” 

740.  I am  asking  whose  duty  it  was  to  measure  the  works,  and  to  make  the 
payments  to  the  labourers  ; were  they  not  officers,  in  some  degree,  of  the  Govern- 
ment?— Officers  of  the  Board  of  Works;  we  took  them  from  the  country, 
from  persons  residing  there,  for  they  would  not  permit  strangers  to  come  in. 
Mr.  Gamble  took  a surveyor  from  Meath,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  countr}% 
if  I recollect  right. 

741.  It  would  not  be  their  duty  to  measure  the  works,  only  to  pay  for  the 
task-work,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  done  -—That  was  what  we  wished  them 
to  do. 

742.  And  yet  the  people  did  not  do  the  work,  but  earned  and  received  the 
wages  as  if  they  had  done  it  ? — I believe  that  will  be  considered  as  the  fact ; and 
many  of  my  letters  will  show  what  my  impression  was,  that  we  were  paying 
money  for  food  instead  of  for  work. 

743.  Do  you  know  a gentleman  of  the  name  of  Knox,  a printer,  of  the  Clare 
Journal  ? — No,  I do  not  know  him. 

744.  You  do  not  know  if  he  was  in  the  employment  of  the  Government  or 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — I think  we  had  persons  of  that  description. 

745.  As  reporter? — No,  not  as  reporter. 

746.  Was  he  employed  to  report  any  of  the  proceedings  in  the  county  of 
Clare  ? — I do  not  know ; certainly  not  by  the  Board. 

747.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Briai^]  It  never  was  your  custom  ? — If  an  inquiry  had 
been  going  on  we  might  have  done  it. 

748.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Had  you  not  reporters  in  the  pay  of  the  Board 
of  Works? — No. 

749.  Chairman ].  Was  he  in  any  capacity,  lo  your  knowledge,  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — I do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge ; he  may 
have  been  ; but  he  was  not  employed  by  the  Board  to  give  any  special  informa- 
tion ; but  he  may  have  been  employed  as  a check-clerk  ; I will  not  say. 

750.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  do  not  know  that  he  is  in  your  service  ? — 
No,  I do  not  know. 

751.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  did  not  think  it 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  an  accusation  made  by 

0.105.  g 2 one 
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Lieut.-colonel  one  of  your  officers  against  two  county  Members,  of  the  nature  which  appeared 
Barry  D.  Jones,  in  this  letter : “ I and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board  have  strong  reasons  to 
complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who  appear  to  come  for  the 
7 May  1847.  so]e  purp0se  0f  holding  us  up  one  and  all  to  the  assassin”  ? — No,  we  did  not; 
for  I considered  he  was  very  likely  to  be  assassinated. 

752.  Did  it  not  appear  to  you  an  extraordinary  circumstance  that  two  gentle- 
men, holding  the  high  position  of  Members  for  the  county,  should  be  capable  of 
such  conduct  as  this? — It  did  not  appear  extraordinary  to  us  at  the  time. 

753.  Mr.  Solicitor'- General,']  Why  did  it  not? — We  were  receiving  a number 
of  reports  of  the  same  character  from  Ireland ; only  a short  time  ago,  I got  a 
letter  addressed  to  myself,  accusing  the  Board  of  Works  of  being  robbers  and 
plunderers,  and  everything  else. 

754.  The  question  was,  inasmuch  as  it  was  two  county  Members,  was  it  not 
an  extraordinary  thing  to  make  no  inquiries? — I am  afraid  if  I were  to  bring 
forward  all  the  names  I have  with  respect  to  Members  of  Parliament, — 

755.  Have,  in  fact,  persons  in  degree  and  stations  in  society,  been  mentioned 
in  letters  as  having  misbehaved  themselves? — Yes;  they  were  not  carrying  out 
the  instructions  they  received  ; it  would  place  me  in  rather  an  awkward  position 
if  I were  to  state  all  the  facts  that  came  to  my  knowledge. 

756.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Have  any  of  those  statements,  containing  equally 
grave  charges  against  county  Members,  been  published  ? — No ; I am  not  aware 
that  they  have  been. 

757.  And  did  you  expect,  when  you  received  this  particular  letter  of  Captain 
Wynne’s,  containing  this  charge  against  the  two  county  Members  for  Clare, 
that  this  letter  would  be  published  ? — I could  not  say,  for  the  letters  with  others 
were  forwarded  to  the  Government ; we  had  nothing  to  do  as  to  the  publishing 
of  them. 

758.  And  those  letters,  containing  equally  grave  charges,  have  not  been  pub- 
lished, but  this  particular  letter  has? — I do  not  say  equally  grave  charges,  so  far 
as  assassination  goes,  taking  the  state  of  the  country  into  consideration  ; but  we 
should  not  have  been  at  all  surprised  to  hear  that  Captain  Wynne  had  been 
shot. 

759.  Sir  TV.  Clay.]  You  did  not  feel  that  any  special  object  would  be  answered 
in  instituting  inquiries  into  these  charges  implied  in  the  letters  of  Captain 
Wynne  ? — No ; the  fact  was,  as  the  letters  came  in,  it  was  considered  important 
that  the  Government  should  be  in  possession  of  the  state  of  the  country ; and  the 
difficulty  we  were  in  was,  that  those  letters  were  forwarded  with  500  or  more, 
we  not  knowing  what  would  be  done  with  them.  I do  not  think  they  were 
brought  forward  in  any  hostile  feeling  towards  the  Honourable  Members  for 
Clare. 

760.  As  the  conduct  did  not  prevent  Captain  Wynne  continuing  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office,  you  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  make  any  inquiry  into 
the  matter? — No  ; for  almost  all  the  reports  were  of  a like  tendency,  from  the 
insult  they  were  receiving ; and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  high  tone  and  feeling 
of  British  officers,  they  would  not  have  borne  it. 

761 . The  assertions  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  were  similar  in  character  to 
assertions  of  interruptions  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  which  you  received 
from  the  officers  ? — Many  are  to  be  found  in  this  book,  to  the  same  effect. 

762.  Did  you  receive  from  any  quarter,  during  the  time  that  Captain  Wynne 
was  discharging  the  duties  of  inspector  in  Clare,  any  complaints  of  the  mode  in 
which  he  discharged  his  duty,  or  of  a want  of  courtesy  towards  the  local  autho- 
rities with  whom  he  came  into  contact? — I do  not  recollect  seeing  any  report  of 
that  tendency. 

763.  If  you  had  received  any  charge  against  an  officer  employed  by  the 
Board,  you  would  consider  it  your  duty  to  investigate  it? — Undoubtedly;  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the  parties  residing  in  the  country. 

764.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  your  former  answer,  I wish  to  ask  you 
whether  you  have  read  the  statements  made  in  the  letters  of  Captain  Wynne, 
containing  allegations  against  the  Members  for  the  county  of  Clare,  of  which  they 
complain? — I have. 

765.  Some  of  them  stated  in  rather  strong  terms? — Yes. 

766.  Do  you  mean  to  state,  that  reports  have  been  received  by  you  from  dif- 
ferent parties  in  Ireland,  containing  equally  strong  expressions  of  other  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  other  gentlemen  of  equal  station  ?— I do  not  say  equally 

strong 
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strong  expressions,  because  there  never  was  such  a strong  expression  as  that, 
“ holding  us  up  to  assassination.” 

767.  With  the  exception  of  that,  would  you  state  that  equally  strong  remarks 
have  been  made  of  the  conduct  of  persons  in  high  station,  and  Members  of  Par- 
liament, in  other  parts  of  Ireland  ? — I should,  so  far  as  the  parties  are  concerned  ; 
Members  of  Parliament  we  considered  merely  as  country  gentlemen. 

768.  Do  you  mean  persons  of  station  and  Members  of  Parliament  ? — I should 
say  so,  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  ; but  I will  not  say  those  parties  were  Members 
of  Parliament. 

769.  Now  I need  scarcely  ask  you  whether,  under  these  circumstances,  there 
was  a great  deal  of  irritation  throughout  Ireland  among  the  resident  gentry  ? — 
We  considered  the}'  were  all  working  against  the  Board. 

770.  Not  alone  the  county  of  Clare  ; one  and  all  ? — One  and  all. 

771.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  In  all  the  provinces  of  Ireland? — I should  say 
nearly  so  ; it  was  a very  general  question ; we  acted  at  the  moment  from  impres- 
sions. 

772.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  What  did  you  consider  the  occasion  of  that? — The 
desire  there  was  to  get  every  man  employed  upon  the  public  works,  and  resist- 
ance of  the  officers  to  admit  them. 

773.  Chairman.]  Have  you  anything  further  you  wish  to  state? — Here  is  a 
paper  circulated  in  Ireland.  I know  it  to  be  a breach  of  duty  to  call  it  a Parlia- 
mentary report,  but  it  has  been  published  in  Ireland  under  the  title  of  “ Proceed- 
ings in  Parliament,”  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  which  reflections  are  cast  upon  me  and 
my  brother  Commissioners.  I trust  to  this  Committee  that  we  shall  be  cleared 
of  the  charges  made  against  us. 

774.  What  paper  is  that? — This  is  the  Northern  Whig,  of  February  the  16th. 

775.  We  are  here  to  inquire  into  letters  only.  I beg  to  ask  whether  you  do 
not  consider  the  landed  proprietors  must  be  deeply  interested  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Most  certainly. 


Luna,  io*  die  Mail,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  A gl  ion  by. 

Mr.  Bellevv. 

Mr.  Borthvvick. 

Sir  William  Clay. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thomely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

776.  Chairman.]  AT  the  bottom  of  page  2 in  the  printed  paper  there  appears 
a letter,  dated  Ennis,  5th  December  1846,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Works,*  and  in  that  you  state:  “The  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at 
Ennistimon,  held  yesterday,  were  a second  edition  of  those  at  Corofin ; Major 
Macnamava,  m.p.  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p., 
Mr.  J.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  &c.  The  two  first  hours  were  occupied  in  attack  and 
•defence,  without  ever  once  touching  upon  the  business  of  the  day.  It  was 
obvious  it  was  not  to  transact  business  they  had  come  there,  and  the  result  of 
course  was,  that  nothing  was  done ; and  nothing  can  be  done  till  another 
extraordinary  presentment  sessions  be  called.”  What  induced  you  to  make 
that  statement? — I considered  that  if  it  were  to  transact  business  the  Honourable 
Members  were  come  there,  they  would  have  proceeded  to  the  business  for  which 
the  meeting  had  met ; instead  of  that,  I believe  I was  under  the  mark  when 
J stated  that  two  hours  was  occupied  in  matter  that  had  no  connexion  whatsoever, 
0.105.  g 3 in. 


Lieut.-colone! 
Hurry  D.  Jones. 

7 May  1847. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 

10  May  1847. 

* FitfeAppendix  (B.) 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne,  in  ray  opinion,  and  it  was  improper  matter  to  discuss  at  a presentment  sessions. 

That  was  my  reason  for  slating  that  as  my  opinion. 

10  May  1847.  777.  But  in  making  this  statement  had  you  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 

such  a course  of  conduct  was  intended  to  impede  the  business,  or  that  it  was 
ordinary  discussion,  such  as  takes  place  at  meetings  of  that  description  ? — I can- 
not attribute  any  intention  ; I merely  mentioned  the  fact  as  it  was. 

77S.  But  you  state  rather  more  than  that ; you  state,  “ It  was  obvious  not  to 
transact  business  they  had  come  there”  : for  what  purpose  did  you  think  it  was 
then  ? — But  really,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  various  bearings  of  every  word  that 
I state  in  my  reports  I cannot  undertake ; I had  no  time  to  consider.  I can 
prove,  in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  that  my  reports  were  written  in  the 
greatest  possible  hurry,  under  circumstances  of  pressure,  when  perhaps  there 
were  10  or  15  people  waiting  for  employment  in  the  room  at  the  time. 

779.  Would  you,  under  the  circumstances,  wish  to  modify  that  expression, 
and  state  more  generally  that  the  time  was  consumed  in  a discussion  which  you 
considered  useless,  and  that  business  was  not  transacted  ? — I really  do  not  think, 
from  the  meaning  I attribute  to  that  sentence  (it  is  a mere  matter  of  opinion ; 
others  may  take  a different  view)  ; but  I do  not  think  my  language  conveys  any- 
thing but  wliat  I meant  to  convey. 

7 So.  Do  you  wish  now  to  state,  that  by  that  expression  you  did  not  intend  to 
convey  an  imputation  upon  the  two  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  of  having, 
with  wrong  motives  and  intentions,  attended  that  meeting  to  prevent  the  tran- 
saction of  business  ? — I really,  sir,  do  not  think  I could  conscientiously  state 
that,  because  it  was  my  intention  to  represent  to  the  Board  the  conduct  of 
the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  as  improper  conduct,  and  therefore  I cannot. 

781.  Did  you  or  did  you  not,  in  that  expression,  intend  to  impute  to  these 
Honourable  Members  for  Clare  and  the  other  person  mentioned,  an  intention  to 
prevent  the  transaction  of  business  for  which  they  ought  to  have  met? — No,  sir, 
decidedly  not. 

782.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Decidedly  not  what? — I attributed  no  motives 
to  the  Honourable  Members,  for  I merely  described  the  conduct  as  closely  as  I 
could  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Commissioners,  in  order  that  they  might  draw 
their  own  conclusions ; those  were  my  orders. 

7S3.  Chairman. 1 It  is  not  put  so  in  this  expression  ; you  do  not  describe  the 
conduct,  leaving  the  Board  to  draw  their  inferences ; but  you  state  that  which 
I understand,  and  most  people  would  understand,  to  convey  an  imputation  ; did 
you  mean  to  impute  to  the  Members  for  Clare  that  they  did  come  there  not  to 
transact  business,  but  with  intentions  to  impede  it  ? — What  I meant,  was  simply 
this : I meant  to  state  what  their  conduct  was,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  was 
obvious.  I had  no  doubt  whatsoever  upon  my  mind,  from  the  course  taken 
there,  the  gentlemen  went  there  not  to  transact  business  for  which  the  meeting 
was  convened,  but  to  take  a different  course  altogether,  namely,  to  transact 
business,  which  I cannot  say  but  was  the  business  of  a relief  committee,  and  the 
course  they  took,  in  my  opinion,  warrants  me  in  the  conclusion  I came  to ; for 
one  of  the  Honourable  Members,  Major  Macnamara,  proceeded  to  address  the 
meeting  upon  a subject  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  the  day. 

784.  Mr.  Bellew.']  What  was  that? — The  commencement  of  his  address  was, 
“ You  are  all  my  friends,  my  freeholders,  and  my  tenants.” 

785.  Mr.  O’Brien? — Mr.  Macnamara,  as  well  as  I can  recollect ; and  I could 
find  a great  many  others  having  a similar  recollection, 

786.  What  did  he  say  ? — The  substance  of  what  he  said  was,  that  he  came 
there  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  injustice  being  done  to  them  by  the  officers 
of  the  Board  ; and  he  made  use  of  the  expression,  “to  stand  between  you  and 
injustice  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  Board’s  officers.” 

7S7.  Were  the  remarks  of  the  two  Honourable  Members,  which  you  say 
showed  they  were  not  there  to  transact  business,  founded  upon  the  charges 
made  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  resident  engineer,  as  to  the 
state  of  the  workings,  waste  of  public  money,  &c.  ? — I do  not  think  there  was  one 
word  about  the  workings ; I do  not  think  I heard  that  fact  discussed  that  day 
about  the  work,  or  the  men  not  being  able  to  do  a sufficient  quantity  of  work; 
but  Mr.  Millett  was  charged. 

788.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Who  by  ? — Major  Macnamara,  of  having  delayed 
the  works,  and  thereby  keeping  200  and  upwards  of  the  poor  wretched  starving 

people 
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people  out  of  employment ; it  was  brought  forward  as  a charge  against  Mr.  Capt  E Wwne 
Millett.  L 

789.  Chairman.']  Did  that  charge  of  Major  Macnamara  create  considerable  10  May  1847. 
discussion  and  irritation  r — There  is  no  doubt  about  it, 

790.  Was  not  that  a sort  of  discussion  which  impeded  the  business  of  the  day  r 
— That  was  part  of  the  discussion. 

791.  Did  it  not  occupy  a considerable  portion  of  the  time  in  crimination  and 
recrimination  r—  It  did,  almost  the  entire  of  the  day. 

792.  Mr.  Belleic.]  Do  not  you  think  that  was  a proper  subject  for  con- 
sideration if  there  were  200  out  of  employment  ? — I think  it  was  a perfectly  legi- 
timate complaint ; it  was  a complaint  that  every  country  gentleman  had  a right 
to  make,  but  not  in  the  presence  of  those  people  who  were  the  applicants  them- 
selves, and  fancied  they  were  aggrieved. 

793.  Chairman .]  Do  I understand  you  rightly,  that  the  complaint  was  a ri«ht 
one  to  make,  but  made  at  a wrong  time  and  in  a wrong  place  ; — Decidedlv  so. 

794.  It  being  so  made,  you  thought  it  impeded  the  business  of  the  day,  and 
that  induced  you  to  make  the  remark,  that  it  was  evident  it  was  not  to  transact 
business  they  had  come? — Yes. 

795-  ^ hat  was  the  real  business  of  the  day  ? — Business  of  presentment 
sessions,  which  was  to  present  certain  sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  employ- 
ing the  people  at  the  time.  If  the  presentment  had  been  made,  an  incon- 
venience wduld  have  arisen ; there  were  other  works  that  had  been  commenced, 
but  inconvenience  would  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  those  works  not  bein" 
such  as  would  employ  the  people  within  a reasonable  distance  of  their  homes.  ° 

796.  If  that  was  the . business  of  the  day,  was  it  not  distinctly  germane  and 
relevant  to  it,  that  parties  should  call  the  attention  of  the  meeting  or  committee 
to  the  manner  in  which  such  works  were  done  ?— The  impression  011  my  mind 
was,  that  it  was  not  only  irrelevant,  but  that  it  was  improper  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  relief  committees  at  all,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  people  who  were 
applicants  for  employment.  I think  it  was  universally  agreed  to  it  was  im- 
proper, and  calculated  to  lead  to  bad  consequences. 

797-  That  was  your  own  feeling?— The  feeling  of  every  gentleman  almost  in 
the  county  with  whom  I had  communication. 

798- 9.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Then  you  say,  “ all  these  together  were  the  evil  conse- 
quence  of  leading  the  people  to  expect  to  be  turned  into  their  own  gardens  to 
till ; was  that  point  discussed? — Yes,  it  had  been  discussed  at  the  Corofin  meet- 
ing before  it  was  revived  on  that  day. 

800.  Was  the  feeling  general  at  the  presentment  sessions  in  favour  of  it?— 

With  regard  to  the  cesspayers,  I believe  it  was  very  general,  and  with  regard  to 
the  magistrates ; and  in  my  opinion  the  magistrates  would  have  consideredlt  very 
desirable,  and  w’ould  have  been  very  happy  that  it  could  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  Board  ; but  I believe  they  had  not  the  least  hope  of  its  being  sanctioned 
by  the  Board  ; at  least  some  of  the  gentlemen  gave  that  as  their  private  opinion 
to  me.  r 

801.  What  did  they  do  before  the  sessions  in  public  ; did  they  present  for  it 
at  that  sessions  ? — I consider  they  did  not  present  for  it ; there  was  a resolution. 

802.  Did  they  or  did  they  not  present  for  works  of  that  description  ? — I do 
not  think  there  was  one  single  presentment  passed  there. 

803.  For  that  purpose?— For  that  purpose;  I think  there  was  a resolution 
for  so  much  money  to  be  spent  in  that  way ; I do  not  think  there  was  a specific 
presentment  passed  on  the  occasion,  as  far  as  I can  recollect. 

804.  Chairman .]  I see  in  the  same  sentence  you  add,  “ I explained  all  to  no 
purpose.  I had  therefore  but  one  course  to  pursue,  that  of  protesting  against 
the  entire  proceedings  ; ” did  you  take  that  course  ? — I did,  sir. 

803.  Is  it  not  a fact  that  on  that  occasion,  and  on  many  others,  there  were 
serious  and  long  discussions,  arising  from  differences  of  opinion,  between  the 
vxovernment  officers  and  the  resident  gentry,  and  the  cesspayers,  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done  ? — Indeed,  sir,  there  were. 

806.  And  each  abided  by  their  own  opinion,  and  urged  it  to  the  utmost : is 
that  not  so  : — In  most  cases. 

807.  Did  you  protest  in  writing,  or  verbally  ?— Verbally,  sir ; it  was  my 
duty  ; it  was  my  orders  to  sign  the  schedule  when  proceedings  were  taken  under 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter. 

0,l°5-  g 4 808.  Do 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne.  808.  Do  you  recollect  at  all  the  expressions  you  used  in  the  protest  ? — 1 do 

not  exactly  recollect  the  words,  but  it  was  a refusal  to  affix  my  signature,  which 

10  May  1847.  wa3  uecessary9  when  the  sessions  acted  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter. 

8og.  Had  you  become  at  all  excited  or  irritating? — I do  not  think  I was  ; I 
would  rather  not  give  an  opinion  on  my  own  conduct,  but  I shall  call  witnesses 
to  decide  on  that. 

810.  There  was  a good  deal  of  excitement,  was  there  not,  at  the  meeting  ?— 
There  was,  sir. 

811.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  your  decision  against  the  validity  of  the  pre- 
sentment made  at  Ennistimon  subsequently  ratified  by  the  Board  of  Works  ?— 
No,  the  Board  of  Works  refused  their  sanction. 

812.  I asked  you  whether  your  decision  against  the  validity  of  the  present- 
ment at  Ennistimon  was  subsequently  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Works;  did 
they  sanction  the  presentment  passed  at  Ennistimon  ? — No ; they  refused  to 
sanction  it. 

813.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  they  abide  by  your  decision? — I do  not 
suppose  they  were  influenced  by  my  decision. 

814.  Their  conclusion  was  the  same? — Precisely;  I believe  their  answer,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  coincided  with  the  opinion  I gave. 

815.  Chairman .]  In  the  next  sentence  )rou  say : “ I and  the  other  officers  of 
the  Board  have  strong  reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county 
Members,  who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up, 
one  and  all,  to  assassination,  in  hallooing  on  a mob  of  1,000  of  the  worst 
description,  who  were  present.”  Will  you  state  what  was  the  ground  for  your 
making  that  charge  ? — In  the  first  place,  I will  give  the  Committee  the  same 
explanation  that  I gave  to  Mr.  Labouchere  when  called  upon,  namely,  that 
when  I wrote  that  letter  I did  not  mean  to  attribute  any  premeditated  design  or 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  to  have  either  me 
or  the  other  officers  of  the  Board  assassinated.  I said  the  impression,  the  natural 
inference  to  draw,  or  the  impression  likely  to  be  produced  was,  that  they  had 
adopted  that  course  most  calculated  to  produce  that  effect ; but  that  I never 
attributed  to  them  any  intention  or  any  design,  nor  did  the  Board  of  Works  or 
the  Commissioners  read  my  letter  in  that  light. 

816.  You  did  not,  I understand,  impute  any  such  intention;  but  that  you 
thought  when  arguments  were  used  which  had  the  effect  of  exciting  the  mob, 
such  might  be  the  consequences  or  results  ? — Exactly,  sir. 

817.  By  “ exciting  the  mob”  I mean,  when  expressions  were  used  calculated 
to  show  that  you,  as  servant  for  the  Board  of  Works,  were  not  doing  everything 
which  might  reasonably  be  expected? — Not  only  that ; but  as  to  doing  what 
could  be  reasonably  expected,  I cannot  exactly  say  about  what  they  would 
expect,  and  what  was  their  interest ; not  taking  that  course  which  was  the  most 
beneficial  to  them. 

818.  Mr.  7V.  Williams .]  No  such  result  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  events 
to  which  you  recur ; has  any  attempt  been  made  to  assassinate  you,  or  any  of  the 
the  other  officers  ? — I cannot  say  in  that  immediate  locality. 

819.  I am  speaking  of  this  locality  as  to  which  you  made  this  charge  against 
the  Members? — A great  number  of  outrages  had  been  committed.  Mr.  Millett, 
the  local  engineer,  the  very  man  against  whom  that  charge  was  brought,  will 
explain  the  position  in  which  he  was  placed. 

820.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Was  he  present  at  that  meeting? — He  was,  and 
up  to  that  period  he  had  been  very  badly  treated  indeed  ; put  in  fear  of  his  life, 
taken  prisoner,  and  impeded  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  which  were  very 
arduous,  and  which  exposed  him  constantly  to  the  fury  of  the  people;  and  several 
other  outrages  had  been  committed ; our  strange  stewards  were  driven  out  of  the 
country,  their  lives  threatened,  and  very  great  interference  with  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Works  had  taken  place  up  to  that  period. 

821.  Mr.  W.  TVilliams.]  Y ou  say  this  gentleman  was  a prisoner ; was  he  in  the 
hands  of  the  mob  ? — In  the  hands  of  the  mob;  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  he 
stated  that  day. 

822  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  assassinate  him  when  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  mob  ? — I cannot  say  ; I have  only  his  statement. 

S23.  You  make  a charge  here  that  some  one  was  attempted  to  be  assassinated  ? 
— I do  not  think  I made  that  charge. 

824.  I 
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524.  lam  speaking  of  the  letter? — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  direct  my 
attention  to  the  part  of  the  letter. 

525.  “I  and  other  officers  of  your  Board  have  strong  reasons  to  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin,  and  hallooing  on  a 
mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who  were  present ; ” the  question 
I wish  to  elicit  from  you  is  this,  whether  or  no  this  mob  to  which  you  refer  made 
any  attempt  upon  the  lives  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — 
I cannot  say  exactly  that  they  made  an  attempt  on  our  lives,  because  I 
think  that  if  they  had  made  an  attempt  on  the  lives  of  the  officers,  the  chances 
are  they  would  have  taken  those  lives;  but  I merely  stated  that  Mr.  Millett  had 
been  impeded  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  very  day  on  which  he  had 
beeu  accused  of  not  being  present  to  put  on  the  men.  His  defence  was,  that  he 
was  stopped  by  a mob;  that  he  could  not  proceed.  It  was  only  on  that  occasion 
I understood,  from  reports  made  by  the  officers,  that  that  was  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon ; and  in  fact  I shall  be  able  to  prove  in  evidence  to  you  that  it  was  a thing 
of  almost  daily  occurrence. 

526.  May  the  Committee  understand  that  you  have  made  this  charge  against 
the  magistrates  under  impressions,  at  the  moment,  which  were  not  afterwards 
realized? — Decidedly;  there  has  been  nobody  murdered  in  that  locality.  My 
meaning  was  precisely  this,  that  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  Members,  on  that 
occasion,  was  what  came  up  precisely  to  my  notion  (I  may  be  wrong,  or  I mav 
be  right),  which  came  up  to  my  notion  of  “ holding  us  up  to  the  assassin  ; ” 
which  in  fact  I hold,  and  did  hold  at  the  time,  to  be  a figurative  expression 
which  means  pointing  out  a man  as  standing  between  the  people  and  their 
interests  and  their  wishes.  In  the  state  of  society  Clare  was  at  that  time,  I 
conceive  that  to  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  holding  up  that  man  to  the 
assassin  ; and  anybody  as  well  acquainted  with  the  county  of  Clare  and  the 
state  of  it  as  I am,  having  been  there  on  several  occasions  before  this,  will  agree 
with  me  that  there  cannot  be  a more  effectual  means  of  putting  a man  out  of 
the  way  than  holding  him  up,  or  representing  him  before  the  people  as  standing 
between  them  and  their  interests  or  their  wishes. 

827.  But  you  have  stated  most  distinctly  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  assassi- 
nate anybody ; that  Mr.  Millett  was  in  the  possession  of  this  mob  ; and  you  stated 
they  might  have  assassinated  him  if  they  chose,  but  no  such  occurrence  took 
place,  nor  any  attempt? — Notin  that  neighbourhood,  but  as  I wrote  this  report, 
(it  will  be  found  in  the  Blue  Book  at  the  end  of  this  Report),  an  inspecting  officer 
came  home  to  me  at  Ennis,  and  stated  to  me  he  passed  by  one  of  our  overseers 
who  had  been  shot  on  the  road  that  very  night ; that  was  on  the  fifth  day  after 
this  occurred. 

828.  Chairman.']  Was  a man  of  the  name  of  Hennessy  shot? — That  very 
night,  sir. 

-829.  Where  was  that? — Within  a mile  and  a half  of  Ennis. 

S30.  In  the  county  of  Clare? — In  the  parish  of  Clare  Abbey. 

831.  In  the  county  of  Clare? — In  the  county  of  Clare. 

832.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  violence  offered  or  threatened  to  you  or 
anj-  other  officer  at  this  meeting  ; was  there  any  violence  of  any  sort,  direct  or 
indirect,  by  this  mob?— I cannot  say;  there  was  a great  deal  of  excitement, 
which  was,  I think,  a great  deal  calculated  to  intimidate ; if  you  will  allow  me 
I will  read  a report  sent  to  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” by  the  honourable  Member, 
Mr.  O’Brien  himself. 

833-  Chairman.]  The  reporter  must  prove  that;  you  cannot  ? — I merely  wanted 
to  show  that  which  I conceive  a very  mollified  report. 

834.  Have  you  the  paper  ? — I have,  sir. 

835-  Do  you  know  the  original?— No,  I have  merely  a printed  extract 
from  it. 

836.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  mean  to  infer  by  this  expression  in  your  letter, 
that  these  gentlemen  “ held  up  the  officers  to  assassination,”  to  express  more 
than  this : that  if  they  made  a complaint,  either  just  or  unjust,  against  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  that  they  had  taken  up  the  people’s  complaint,  and 
had  stated  publicly  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  the  cause  of 
some  grievance  of  which  they  complained,  that  such  observations  would,  in  the 
state  Ireland  was  then  in,  be  likely  to  produce  the  effect  you  speak  of? — It  would 
■decidedly. 

0-105.  H 837.  That 
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Capt.  £.  Wynne.  837.  That  is  your  opinion? — Decidedly. 

838.  You  wish  to  convey  nothing  more  in  this  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the 

10  May  1847.  people  likely  to  lead  to  assassination,  than  merely  that  to  which  I have  referred 
in  the  former  question,  that  any  excitement  to  that  attempt  might  produce  such 
an  effect  ? — I meant  to  go  further  than  that ; I did  not  quite  mean  to  stop  there. 
I give  that  as  a general  opinion,  that  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  anybody 
would  be  calculated  to  produce  that  effect ; but  the  danger  of  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works  must  depend  altogether,  in  the  first  place,  upon  the  extent  to 
which  that  course  is  taken  ; and,  in  the  second  place,  the  position  of  the  country 
in  which  those  persons  taking  that  course  are  placed. 

839.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think,  on  cool  reflection,  you  were  justified,  from 
any  circumstances  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara,  in  using 
such  strong  language,  as  that  they  came  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding 
you  up  to  assassination? — I never  meant  to  say  that  from  the  commencement; 
but  I meant  to  say  that  if  I was  in  their  place,  if  it  were  my  intention  and  my 
wish  to  have  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  incapacitated  from  doing  their 
duty,  and  most  probably  being  put  out  of  the  way,  that  was  the  very  course  I 
should  have  taken,  and  the  very  identical  charges  against  those  officers  are 
those  which  I,  possessing  the  knowledge  of  the  people,  would  have  chosen  to 
effect  that  object. 

840.  Chairman.']  Were  there  not  general  disputes  and  great  irritation  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  precisely  on  the  same  subject  as  the  one  on  which  you 
were  engaged  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  there  were. 

841.  Do  you  think,  in  each  case  where  the  cesspayers  took  a decided  part 
against  the  Government,  representing  their  views  and  the  people,  that  had  a 
tendency,  in  your  opinion,  to  place  the  Government  officers  in  some  degree  of 
danger  ? — I think  it  depends  upon  the  subject  upon  which  they  took  that  part  ; 
now,  for  instance,  in  the  ordinary  business  of  presentment  sessions  the  Govern- 
ment officer  was  not  at  all  placed  in  the  same  position  in  which  he  stood  in  the 
business  of  relief  committee  ; his  position  at  the  presentment  session,  during  the 
transaction  of  legitimate  business,  and  his  position  at  the  bench  of  cesspayers, 
was  not  calculated  to  place  him  in  the  same  position  with  regard  to  the  people 
as  his  position  in  a relief  committee. 

842.  I am  speaking  of  the  case  in  which  relief  committees,  the  cesspayers 
and  members  of  the  committee,  took  a decided  opposite  view  to  that  of  the 
Government ; where  those  committees  took  what  they  stated  to  be  the  part  of  the 
people? — There  can  be  no  question  whatsoever  about  it ; and  for  that  reason 
we  excluded  the  people  on  all  occasions ; in  some  cases  by  the  wish  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  represented  that  if  the  applicants  ascertained  by  whom 
their  claims  were  disallowed  or  were  opposed,  they  would  not  be  safe ; they 
would  be  shot  on  their  way  home.  I have  heard  it  thousands  of  times  ; I can 
bring  a hundred  witnesses  to  prove  it. 

843.  How  far  from  Ennistimon  was  the  place  where  Hennessy  was  shot  ? — 
About  16  miles  from  Ennis. 

844.  When  was  that  ?— It  was  on  the  5th  December,  I think. 

845.  Mr.  Repton.]  In  the  daytime,  was  it  not? — About  half-past  four  or  five 
in  the  afternoon. 

846.  ^ Chairman.]  Did  you  know  of  Major  Macnamara  writing  a letter  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  stating  that  it  was  not  safe  for  Captain  Wynne  to  be  in  that 
locality,  in  consequence  of  what  occurred  between  Capt.  Wynne  and  the  mem- 
bers, or  either  of  them?— I did,  sir ; it  was  referred  to  me. 

847.  Have  you  seen  it  ? — I have,  sir. 

848.  Have  you  got  it  here  ?— No,  I returned  it  to  the  Board  of  Works,  by 
orders  ; all  references  I had  directions,  in  reporting  upon  them,  to  return  them 
to  the  Board  of  Works. 

849.  How  did  you  know  it  came  from  one  of  the  Members  for  Clare? — It  was 
written,  as  well  as  I recollect,  to  Mr.  Labouchere. 

850.  By  whom  ? — Major  Macnamara. 

851.  The  Member  for  Clare? — Yes,  the  Member  for  Clare. 

852.  Is  that  the  letter  to  which  you  allude : “Doolin,  12  December  1846. 
I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  towards  myself  and  the  constituency  of  this  county 
to  state  to  you,  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  that  I was  present  on  Thursday, 
at  Ennistimon,  when  Mr.  Wynne,  as  inspecting  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
gave  my  colleague,  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  the  presence  of  several  magistrates  and  gen- 
tlemen 
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tleruen  assembled  at  the  Ennistiraon  Relief  Committee,  the  most  unprovoked 
insult,  by  stating  that  he  treated  what  Mr.  O’Brien  said  with  utter  contempt, 
although  Mr.  O’Brien  merely  observed  that  certain  letters  containing  what  we 
all  considered  unfounded  charges  against  the  Liscannor  committee,  afforded 
evidence  of  a vile  conspiracy.  Thursday  next  was  fixed  for  the  investigation, 
and  I trust  you  will  agree  in  the  propriety  of  having  some  other  person,  besides 
Mr.  Wynne,  appointed  to  preside  on  that  occasion  ; indeed  it  would  not  be  safe 
for  that  gentleman  to  come  among  persons  who  are  disposed  to  resent  the  insult 
offered  to  them  all  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien.”  Was  that  the  letter  to  which 
you  alluded  ? — Yes. 

853-  Do  you  believe  that  to  have  been  written  by  Major  Macnamara  to  Mr. 
Labouchere,  in  consequence  of  proceedings  in  the  county  of  Clare? — Yes. 

S54.  1 ou  observe  he  complains  of  your  having  given  a most  unprovoked  insult 
to  the  magistrates? — Yes. 

855.  AY  hat  meeting  does  that  refer  to  ?— That  I think  refers  to  the  meeting  of 
the  relief  committee  on  the  10th  or  11th. 

S5G.  This  is  a meeting  preceding  December  12th ; was  it  the  same  meeting  as 
the  one  you  have  been  speaking  of  before  ?•— No,  sir  ; one  was  on  the  4th,  the 
other  on  the  10th  or  11th,  I really  cannot  ascertain  which  ; one  reporter  gives  the 
11th,  and  some  document  of  mine  gives  the  10th. 

S57.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  In  a previous  part  of  your  evidence,  you  have  been 
mixing  up  relief  committees  with  presentment  sessions ; this  one  of  the  5th 
December  refers  to  a presentment  session  ? — The  4th  December,  sir. 

858.  And  this  latter  is  a relief  committee,  in  which  case  the  people  were 
admitted,  and  in  the  other  they  were  not? — Exactly,  sir. 

859.  Chairman.]  You  must  recollect  to  what  this  refers;  do  you  remember 
Mr.  O’Brien  making  use  of  this  expression : “ That  evidence  was  offered  of  a 
vile  conspiracy”?— I do  so. 

S(3o.  What  meeting  was  that? — At  the  relief  committee  meeting  at  Ennisti- 
mon,  on  the  10th  or  11th. 

861.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  As  to  this  extraordinary  presentment;  what  time 
of  the  day  did  that  meeting  begin,  and  when  did  it  end?— I think,  sir,  it  beoan 
between  12  and  1 o’clock ; 12  was  the  time  appointed. 

862.  W hen  did  it  end  ? — I think  about  half-past  three. 

863.  Were  you  there  all  the  time  ? — I was  there  all  the  time,  sir. 

S64.  How  many  Government  officers  were  there,  and  give  us  their  names  ? — 
Besides  me,  sir,  there  was  Mr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Millett,  Mr.  Galway,  and 
Mr.  Maloy.  I think,  as  near  as  I recollect,  those  are  the  gentlemen. 

865.  What  was  your  object  in  going  there  that  day  ?— My  object  was,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  Board  of  Works,  to  attend  all  presentment  sessions. 

866.  Were  the  other  gentlemen  whose  names  you  have  mentioned  there  upon 

duty  also? — Upon  duty  also.  r 

867.  Was  Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair  the  whole  of  the  timer— He  was 
sir  ; I found  him  in  the  chair  when  I came  in. 

868.  Was  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  there  the  whole  of  the  time? — He  was,  sir. 

869.  How  many  of  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  county  were  there?— Arch- 
deacon Wlutty,  Mr.  Calcott. 

870.  Mr.  Bellew.]  A magistrate  ? — A magistrate ; I am  not  quite  certain 
whether  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  brother  to  the  honourable  Member,  was  present ; 

I do  not  think  I can  recollect  the  names  of  any  other.  Oh  ! Mr.  John  O’Brien 
was  there. 

871.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  the  meeting  held  in  the  court-house  a 

Yes. 

872.  Was  the  body  of  the  court  full  of  people  ?— As  full  as  it  could  hold. 

873.  How  many  people  do  you  suppose  were  there  on  that  occasion  ’ — I 
should  say  that  m the  body  of  the  court  there  might  have  been  from  600  to 


874.  How  were  they  behaved  for  the  most  part  ?— They  were  very  noisv  ai 
very  turbulent ; such  was  the  impression  on  my  mind. 

olf"  tvj  have  told  us  that  Major  Macnamara  made  a speech  ? — Yes. 
b;0.  Did  he  address  that  to  the  body  of  the  court,  or  to  the  magistrates  ?- 
1 appeared  to  me  decidedly  not  to  the  magistrates;  it  appeared  to  me  tl 
remarks  were  directed  to  the  people  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  appl 
cable  to  the  people  and  not  to  magistrates. 

0.105.  - - 
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877.  While  he  spoke  did  the  people  make  any  show  of  attention,  or  do  any- 
thing?— They  did,  sir ; they  cheered.  , 

878.  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  make,  any  speech  at  any  time  ? — He  did,  sir. 

Syg.  Can  you  tell  us  what  it  was  he  said  ? — In  the  opening  of  the  speech  he 

addressed  the  people,  and  began  by  saying,  “ In  consequence,  of  Captain 
Wynne’s  Conduct  to  me  the  other  day,  in  insinuating  that  gentlemen  of  the 
county  were  ^capable  of  putting  on  people  in  comfortable  circumstances,  I 
was  obliged  to  ask  that  gentleman  if  he  meant  to  be  personal  (there  was  a 
cheer) he  then  proceeded  to  state  that  he  saw  no  reason,  or  no  right  that  I 
had  to  interfere  with  relief  committees ; that  they  who  knew  their  wants,  felt 
for  their  wants,  and  had  always  been  anxious  to  relieve  those  wants,  were  the 
persons,  the  members  of  the  relief  committees  were  the  persons  to  dispose  of 
or  dispense  the  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  not  the  inspecting  officer. 
They  totally  differed  with  the  inspecting  officers’  policy,  (recollect,  gentlemen,) 
in  saying  that  so  long  as  any  man  retained  any  substance,  or  any  property,  he 
was  not  to  be  employed. . 

880.  Mr.  JBellew.']  Their  conduct  was  at  variance  with  your  direct  instructions  ? 
— It  was  exactly  in  conformity  with  my  instructions. 

S81.  The  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Member  for  Clare,  was  in  direct  variance 
with  your  instructions  and  your  conduct  ? — In  direct  variance  with  my  instruc- 
tions. 

882.  Mr.  Solicitor -General .]  Did  he  say  anything  more? — That  was  the 
substance. 

883.  What  tone  and  manner  did  he  employ  when  he  was  saying  so? — I con- 
sider his  manner  was  on  that  occasion,  what  I am  sorry  it  was  on  most  other 
occasions,  rather  excited  and  exciting. 

884.  Now,  were  there  any  more  speeches  than  those  two  made  by  the  honour- 
able Members  for  Clare  upon  that  occasion? — I cannot  say  they  came  exactly 
under  the  head  of  speeches. 

885.  Addresses  to  the  people? — It  was  as  near  as  possible  to  the  words  I 
wrote,  in  a very  great  hurry,  “ attack  and  defence.” 

8S6.  Did  any  other  magistrates  upon  the  bench  address  the  people  in  the 
body  of  the  court,  except  the  two  honourable  Members  ? — No,  I do  not  think 
any  other  magistrate  did. 

*887.  Did  any  other  person? — I think  Mr:  John  O’Brien. 

888.  Is  he  not  a magistrate? — He  is,  and  he  made  a short  speech,  in  which 
there  was  nothing  in  the  world  that  was  not  wholly  proper  and  wholly  correct, 
and  as  fair  as  I have  ever  heard  him  say  or  do. 

889.  You  say  you  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare? — 
I do,  sir. 

890.  Is  there  anything  else  in  the  accusation  they  made  which  you  have  to 
complain  against  them  for  on  that  occasion  ? — No,  sir,'  there  is  not ; that  was 
the  substance. 

891.  I am  speaking  of  this  one  presentment  sessions  ? — lam  not  going  any 
further  at  present ; on  a future  occasion  1 may. 

892.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say,  “hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of 
the  worst  description  ”?— I conceived  the  persons  then  in  the  body  of  that  court- 
house, from  their  conduct  and  everything  else,  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  a very 
bad  description. 

893*  any  of  them  address  any  observations  to  you,  or  do  anything  to  you, 
or  make  show  of  doing  anything  to  you  ? — Not  on  that  occasion,  they  did  not ; 
but  they  were  very  noisy. 

894.  Did  you  address  any  observations  to  the  body  of  the  court? — Not  a 
word,  sir. 

S95.  'W  hen  you  spoke,  to  whom  did  you  speak  ? — I spoke  in  every  case  either 
to  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara. 

896.  I would  then  ask  you  in  what  tone,  in  what  manner,  did  you  address 
yourself  to  those  gentlemen  ? — I think,  sir,  so  far  as  I can  give  an  opinion  of  my 
own  conduct,  I was  as  free  from  excitement,  and  as  free  from  the  influence  of 
temper  as  I am  at  this  very  moment. 

897.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did  you  not  find  that  your  policy  had  been  so  far  suc- 
cessful, with  regard  to  following  out  your  directions,  that  at  the  meeting  at 
Corofin  there  was  no  resolution  or  presentment  passed  for  tillage  ? — Yes,  sir. 

898.  And 
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8gS.  And  there  was  no  such  presentment  passed  at  this  sessions,  I think  you  Capt.  E.  Wynne. 

stated  ? — I think  this  meeting  terminated  in  a resolution  to  have  a certain  sum  — 

of  money  expended  upon  the  tilling  of.  the  farms,  but  with  regard  to  that  I never  10 

saw  any  presentment  or  any  . schedule ; I refused  to  sign  the  schedule,  or  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  proceedings,  as  I conceived  I was  bound  to  do,  acting 
under  the  orders  of  the  Board. 

899.  Did  no  one,  except  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara,  express  any 
opinion  of  the  matter  in  discussion  ? — Decidedly  the  strongest  opinions. 

900.  Were  they  decided  with  you,  or  were  they  decided  against  you  r — Di- 
rectly against  me,  and  against  every  officer  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 

Gamble  ; all  the  officers  stated  that  they  were  quite  convinced  the  Board  would 
never  sanction  this  presentment. 

901.  Were  the  sessions  united  against  you  on  this  day;  the  cesspayers  and 
magistrates,  were  they  unanimous  in  view  of  it  against  you? — The  cesspayers 
were  all  on  that  subject  unanimous ; Arhdeacon  Whitty  had,  I know,  no  hope 
of  its  being  sanctioned  hut  he  said  it  would  not  be  desirable. 

902.  Did  Mr.  John  O’Brien  express  any  opinion  against  you  ?— I think  he 
was  in  favour  of  it. 

903.  The  tillage? — Yes.  I think  all  the  country  gentlemen  would  have 
been  in  favour  of  it,  but  they  thought  it  hopeless. 

904.  It  was  not  a view  of  the  case  particularly  confined  to  the  Members  for 

Clare? — No;  but  it  was  advocated  by  them  on  that,  and,  I believe,  on  other 
occasions,  at  Corofin.  I heard  the  Members  state  to  the  people  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  led  to  suppose 

905.  It  is  this:  “All  this,  together  with  the  evil  consequences  of  leading  the 
people  to  expect  to  be  turned  in  their  own  gardens  to  till ; ” does  that  apply 
more  particularly  to  the  Members  for  Clare  than  all  the  others? — It  does,  be- 
cause none  of  the  other  members  mentioned  the  subject,  as  far  as  I recollect ; 
they  did  not  oppose  it,  but  they  said  nothing  on  the  subject;  and  I believe 
Archdeacon  Whitty  said  he  agreed  with  us  in  stating  his  opinion. 

906.  Chairman.]  They  agreed  in  the  opinions  generally  of  the  Members  for 
Clare,  but  did  not  take  so  prominent  a part  ? — No,  I do  not  think  they  agreed 
with  them ; this  is  the  distinction  I make,  they  would  not  themselves  have  for- 
warded the  presentment  or  schedule  in  that  form,  but  I believe  they  all  agreed, 
as  every  country  gentleman  of  course  would,  if  such  could  be  effected,  it  would 
be  most  desirable,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  but  for  their  own  benefit, 
in  haying  their  tenants’  farms  cultivated  at  the  public  expense ; there  would  be 
very  few  who  would  not  agree  to  it. 

907.  Without  keeping  you  to  that  meeting,  I will  ask  you  a general  question  ; 
was  it  not  the  prevailing  character  of  those  meetings  that  the  relief  committee 
took  one  set  of  opinions,  and  that  was  against  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the 
Government  officers  ? — Generally  speaking,  it  was,  decidedly. 

908.  Was  that  set  of  opinions,  so  expressed,  subscribed  to  by  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  as  well  as  the  two  Members  for  the  county  of  Clare;  I 
am  speaking  generally  ? — I think,  decidedly ; the  majority  of  the  committees  in 
Clare,  generally  speaking,  held  opinions  different  to  those  of  the  Government, 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  act  upon. 

909.  Did  the  two  Members  for  Clare  take  a prominent  part  in  expressing  that 
opinion,  as  stated  by  others  of  their  colleagues  ? — They  did,  sir. 

910.  Did  they  hold  a prominent  situation  and  position  among  the  gentry  in 
the  county  ? — If  you  ask  me,  I shall  give  you  my  opinion. 

911.  I ask  you  if  they  held  a prominent  situation  and  position  among  the 
gentry  of  the  county  of  Clare  ?— I think,  sir,  as  Members  for  the  county,  they- 
•did  of  course. 

912.  It  was  with  reference  to  that  I understood  it? — Certainly. 

913.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Address  yourself  to  this  single  sentence  I have 

been  examining  you  to  : “ 1 and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board  have 
strong  reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who 
appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to 
assassination;  hallooing  on  a mob  of  1,000  of  the  worst  description  who  were 
present.  Now,  upon  reflection,  do  you  think  you  were  justified  in  saying  of 
the  two  county  Members  what  you  have  done  here  ? — I consider,  sir,  that  with 
the  view 

914.  Cannot  you  say  yes  or  no  ?— -I  wish  to  qualify  what  I say ; that  is  the 
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Cajii.  E.  Wynne,  meaning  I attributed  to  it  at  the  time,  and  the  only  meaning  I can  derive  from,  it 
— 1 now*. 

jo  May  1847.  I ask  you  now,  and  upon  reflection,  do  you  say  you  were  justified  in 

writing  that  sentence  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members?  — 
I say  1 am  of  opinion  that  I was,  sir. 

9*1 6.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  With  the  explanation  you  have  previously  given  ? — 
With  the  explanation  which  I have  previously  given ; that  is  exactly  what  I 
wanted  to  do. 

917.  You  have  said  that  letter,  as  all  your  letters,  was  written  in  haste? — It 
was,  sir. 

918.  At  the  time  did  you  regard  that  letter  as  a private  communication  from 
you  to  your  superior  officers,  or  as  a sort  of  despatch  which  was  to  be  made 
public  ? — I regarded  it  as  a private  and  confidential  report ; I was  young,  at  least 
a new  public  officer ; I never  intended  that  any  of  my  communications  should  be 
made  public,  but  still  I think  I was  equally  bound  to  the  facts  stated  in  them, 
but  not  exactly  to  the  technical  official  terms  in  which  they  were  couched. 

919.  Had  you  believed  that  your  letters  would  have  been  made  public  to  the 
world,  would  you  have  employed  such  language  as  you  have  employed  in  that 
letter? — I do  not  think  I should  have  employed  the  same  description  of  lan- 
guage as  I have  employed  in  my  letters,  but  I have  no  doubt  I should  not  have 
given  so  fair  a representation  of  the  state  of  society  as  I have  given,  having 
written  the  letters  under  the  impressions  that  then  existed  in  my  mind,  without 
considering  the  terms  in  which  I wrote  them. 

920.  Mr.  Reptoji.]  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  or  suppose  that  your  com- 
munications would  be  considered  as  private  and  confidential  ? — -No,  sir  ; I never 
had  any  communication  to  that  effect,  but  my  orders  werej  to  be  the  eyes,  and 
ears,  and  mouthpiece  of  the  Commissioners  ; to  report  to  them  what  I saw,  the 
result  of  my  observations,  and  what  I heard ; these  were  my  orders,  and  these 
I endeavoured  to  act  up  to,  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

921 . Chairman.]  Had  you  believed  that  this  letter  would  have  been  published 
to  the  world,  would  you,  after  the  explanation  you  have  given,  have  used  such 
an  expression  as  appears  here : “ who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  holding  us  up  to  assassination”  ? — Decidedly  not.  I should  have  considered 
every  line  I wrote,  and  I should  have  written  one  report  where  I wrote  ten, 
because  I had  not  time,  under  the  circumstances ; it  will  appear  on  this  investi- 
gation that  there  never  was  an  individual  placed  under  circumstances  of  greater 
difficulty  and  pressure,  and  that  I had  as  much  to  do  as  ten  men  could  have  done 
properly  and  well. 

922.  Had  you  had  sufficient  time,  and  had  you  believed  there  would  have 
been  public  documents,  would  you  not  have  weighed  the  meaning  of  your 
expressions  and  words  much  more  coolly  than  you  have  done  ? — I have  not  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  saying  I should. 

923.  Although  your  reports  might  give  something  like  the  general  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  country,  would  you  not  have  conveyed  in  many  dif- 
ferent expressions,  or  different  meanings,  as  regards  the  Members  for  Clare, 
than  they  do  convey  now  ? — I think  as  regards  that  particular  expression,  it 
may  be  open,  in  fact,  to  various  constructions.  I put  one  construction  upon  it, 
and  other  gentlemen  better  qualified  to  put  a construction  upon  a sentence, 
put  a different  construction  upon  it,  that  I intended  to  attribute  to  those  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  the  intention  of  having  me  and  other  officers  assassinated ; 
if  that  was  the  case,  I should  have  expected,  if  such  was  the  meaning  of  my 
letter,  that  the  Commissioners  would  have  given  me  directions  to  proceed  against 
those  honourable  Members  for  such  a course  of  conduct.  I never  received  any 
communication  from  the  Commissioners,  and  therefore  I could  not  conceive 
that  they  took  that  view  of  it. 

924.  You  say,  “ It  was  obvious  it  was  not  to  transact  business  that  they 
came  there ; ” conveying  a general  inference  that  they  came  there  purposely 
to  prevent  the  general  transaction  of  business.  You  have  stated  before,  a dis- 
cussion arose  by  which  the  business  was  impeded ; had  you  had  more  time, 
would  you  not  have  altered  that  expression  in  your  letter? — No,  sir,  I should 
not.  have  altered  it. 

925.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Had  you  any  communication  by  letter  or  orally  with 
Lieutenant-colonel  Jones,  or  the  Board  of  Works,  whether  those  letters  would 
be  confidential  or  not? — No ; I never  heard  one  word  about  it. 

926.  Before 
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926.  Before  you  went  away  ? — Not  before  I went. 

927.  What  proportion  does  the  amount  of  your  correspondence  that  appears  in  Capt' l" 

this  Blue  Book  bear  to  the  whole  amount  you  sent,  so  far  as  you  are  able  to  I0  ^r, , 
judge  ; all  your  letters  are  not  here  ? — No.  * ' J 

92  8.  Half  of  them? — I should  say  half  of  them  ; I think  there  are  more  than 
half. 

929.  Did  you  see  them  ; were  they  submitted  to  you? — Never;  I never  kept 
a copy  of  them. 

936.  Did  you  know  they  were  to  be  printed  ? — No,  I did  not,  or  I should  have 
kept  copies. 

931.  I mean  after  you  had  written  them? — No;  I had  no  idea  when  I wrote 
them  they  would  be  published.  I never  saw  them  ; I never  had  any  communi- 
cation about  them  till  they  were  published. 

932.  There  are  half  of  them  here  ? — I think  so,  as  far  as  I can  ascertain. 

933*  Y°u  had  no  notion  what  would  be  published,  and  what  left  unpublished? 

934.  And  when  they  determined  upon  the  publication,  they  did  not  com- 
municate to  you  that  your  letters  were  to  be  published,  and  give  you  the  selec- 
tion of  what  were  to  be  published,  and  what  were  not  ? — No. 

935.  Mr.  fV.  JVilliams.']  You  stated  you  had  a communication  with  Mr. 
Labouchere  on  the  subject  of  these  letters  ? — Yes. 

936.  When  did  that  take  place  ? — A few  days  before  the  discussion  in  The 
House. 

937.  After  the  Blue  Book  was  published  ? — Long  after  it  was  published  ; I 
think  it  was  about  the  27th  of  February ; I came  over  here  and  I saw  Mr.  Labou- 
chere on  the  subject. 

938.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  When  your  letters  were  published,  was  the  whole 
of  each  letter  published  ? — There  are  some  of  them  extracts  from  private  letters, 
so  that  the  remainders  were  on  private  matters,  and  they  are  not  published. 

939.  In  connexion  with  the  Board  of  Works,  have  they  published  any  ex- 
tracts of  your  letters  in  which  they  have  not  published  the  whole  letters  ? — I am 
not  aware  of  that. 

940.  Mr.  MacTiinnon.~]  What  was  left  out  was  of  a private  nature  ? — Yes,  to 
my  brother-in-law. 

941 . All  the  matter  of  a public  description  has  been  published  in  the  Blue 
Book  ? — All  of  any  importance. 

942.  Mr.  Reptrn.]  Who  is  your  brother? — Captain  Wynne,  an  officer  under 
the  Board  in  Dublin. 

943.  Mr.  BortfnvicJc.]  It  was  your  impression  that  you  were  communicating 
confidentially  with  your  superior  officers? — Exactly. 

944.  You  did  not  think  they  would  be  published? — I had  no  reason  to  think 
so ; I never  thought  on  the  subject. 

945.  And  I understood  you  to  say  that  the  first  notice  you  got  of  their  pub- 
lication was  the  fact  that  they  were  published? — The  first  notice  I received 
was  after  they  had  been  published ; I was  in  Clare  at  the  time,  and  I was  re- 
moved. 

946.  Allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  these  two  questions : you  say,  “ It 
was  obvious  it  was  not  to  transact  business  they  had  come ;”  and  the  result  of 
that  intention  of  theirs  was  that  nothing  was  done  ? — Nothing. 

947.  Coupling  that  with  what  is  below,  you  say,  “ I and  the  other  officers  of 
your  Board  have  strong  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county 
Members.”  That  is  a general  complaint;  and  then  you  make  it  specific  by 
stating,  “ who  appeared  to  come  down  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us 
up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin.”  Now,  coupling  those  two  expressions,  did  you 
think  it  possible  that  any  one,  reading  them  as  they  stand  there,  can  put  upon 
them  any  other  construction  than  this,  that  they  exclude  from  the  Members  for 
Clare  the  possibility  of  any  other  motive  except  one,  and  that  one  the  conscious 
intention  of  holding  up  you  and  your  brother  officers  to  the  assassin  ; you  have 
already  explained  it  is  not  your  intention  ? — No,  sir. 

948.  I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  letters  as  they  stand,  and  suppose 
me,  who  know  nothing  at  all  of  the  circumstances,  reading  the  letter  for  the  first 
time,  do  you  think  I could  put  upon  it  any  other  construction  than  that  one  ? — 

I do  not  know'  what  construction  you  might  put  upon  it. 
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949.  By  me  I mean  anybody  ? — It  is  quite  clear  Englishmen  sometimes  put 
a different  construction  upon  the  English  language  than  we  do.  I perfectly  under- 
stand your  question,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  I myself  reading  it  would  not 
take  the  view  that  you  do.  I should  say  the  construction  that  I should  put  upon 
that  sentence  is  simply  this,  that  the  honourable  Members  for  Clare  had  come, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  business  of  the  day,  but  that  they  had 
come  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  the  officers,  and  representing  them  in'  such 
a way  as  to  bring  down  upon  them  the  displeasure,  and,  in  fact,  the  vengeance  of 
the  people. 

950.  "Which  vengeance  might  have  ended  in  assassination  ? — The  natural 
consequence,  I am  sorry  to  say,  in  most  parts  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  in 
Clare. 

951.  That  would  have  been  an  effect,  however,  of  their  opposition  to  the 
officers,  and  not  their  intention  ? — It  would  be  the  effect,  and  not  their  intention. 

952.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  state,  as  a matter  of  opinion,  that  in  most  parts 
of  Ireland  assassination  would  be  the  result? — I state  that  in  most  parts  of 
Ireland  we  frequently  have  instances  ; there  are  certainly  parts  that  are  exempt, 
but  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  where  I myself  live,  most  people  will  agree  with  me 
it  was  too  much  the  case. 

953-  Chairman .3  With  the  exception  of  that  particular  case  of  Hennessy, 
there  was  no  case  that  was  a consequence  of  that? — I can  refer  you  to  the 
police  reports ; I mean  to  adduce  evidence  to  show  you  a great  many  cases. 

954.  In  which  assassination  is  the  effect  ? — There  is  very  little  difference  be- 
tween shooting  a man,  and  beating  him  to  death. 

955.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  If  this  was  ar*  confidential  letter  to  you,  did  it 
convey  to  your  mind  at  the  time  the  truth?— It  did,  sir,  and  if  I were  called 
upon  now,  I do  not  think  I could  draw  what  I conceive  a more  true  and 
faithful  report. 

956.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  What  was  your  ground  of  objection  to  sanction  the  pre- 
sentment for  employing  the  people  on  their  farms  and  gardens? — Because 
I had  no  orders  to  do  so ; and  under  the  letter  in  which  we  were  directed  to 
act,  and  under  the  exposition  of  that,  letters  sent  to  us  from  our  superiors, 
I was  of  opinion  that  this  could  not  be  sanctioned,  and  I considered  it  would 
be  an  improper  course  for  me  to  sanction,  by  my  signature,  a proceeding 
which  I conceived  to  be  totally  illegal. 

957.  Did  you  submit  this  presentment  to  the  Board  of  Works? — No,  they 
were  not  submitted  by  me ; I took  no  cognizance  of  them  whatsoever ; I refused 
to  take  any  part  in  them  ; they  were  submitted  through  a proper  channel. 

958.  Did  you  consider  this  presentment  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter  ? — Decidedly,  sir. 

959.  And  on  that  ground  you  refused  it?— Yes;  aud  not  only  that,  but  to 
the  exposition  I received  from  the  Board  of  that  letter. 

960.  Lord/.  Manners.']  Had  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
been  taken  on  that  subject  r — I was  not  aware  of  that ; I was  acting  upon  the 
instructions  of  the  Board ; I suppose  they  were  acting  upon  the  opinion  of 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 

961.  Chairman.]  Were  you  allowed  a secretary  or  any  clerks? — For  the  first 
two  months  I had  one  clerk,  whom  I found  my  predecessor  had  employed. 

9C2.  During  the  month  of  December  ?— December  and  November. 

963.  Was  your  time  so  fully  occupied  that  the  assistance  of  the  clerks  you  had 
did  not  enable  you  to  write  the  letters  more  at  leisure,  and  more  deliberately  ? — 
My  time  was  so  occupied,  that  I believe  from  the  time  I went  into  the  country 
till  the  time  1 came  out  of  it,  I never  spent  one  hour  except  at  my  dinner,  or  in 
my  bed,  that  I was  not  at  the  relief  works. 

964*  Did  you  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Works  for  your  services  in 
the  county  of  Clare  ? — I did,  sir. 

965.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Were  youtkeproper  person  through  which  the  pre- 
sentment should  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Works  ?— No,  sir  ; I merely  sent  it  that 
they  might  receive  as  early  intimation  as  the  Castle. 

966.  They  went  through  the  county  surveyor  ?— To  the  Government,  through 
me,  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

967.  Mr.  Bel  lew.]  They  went  through  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury? — 
Yes. 

968.  Mr- 
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90S.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  They  did  not  do  through  you?— No,  not  through  me.  Copt.  E.  irpme. 

969.  Mr.  Bel/ew .]  You  say,  “ I am  bound  to  state,  that  from  Mr.  John  

O’Brien,  m.p.,  arid  Archdeacon  \\  hittv,  we  received  support  and  protection,  as  10  May  1847. 
also  from  others  present  ” ; in  what  way  did  you  receive  support  and  protection 

at  this  meeting  r — Mr.  John  O’Brien,  and,  I believe,  Archdeacon  Whitty, 
though  I did  not  hear  him,  but  I heard  it  from  a person  I mean  to  produce, 
remonstrated  at  the  meeting  with  the  magistrates  on  the  course  they  were  taking, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  John  O’Brien  did  so. 

970.  With  respect  to  what;  with  respect  to  the  tilling  of  laud? — No;  with 
regard  to  the  whole  course  that  was  pursued  upon  that  occasion. 

971 . They  took  a different  view  from  the  other  magistrates  ? — Of  the  propriety 
of  discussion  ? 

972.  They  took  a different  view  r — les,  I have  reason  to  believe  they  did ; 
but  Archdeacon  Whitty  will  answer  for  himself. 

973.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Are  you  going  to  summon  Mr.  John  O’Brien? — 

No. 

974.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Will  you  tell  me  what  you  mean  by  “crippled 
by  intimidation”  r — By  being  placed  in  fear. 

97.7.  Who  by  ; what  “ by  intimidation  ” is  it  you  are  speaking  of  ? — I speak 
of  the  intimidation  that  was  general  throughout. 

976.  Who  by  ? — By  various  parties  ; I mean  to  say  that  so  long  as  any  of  the 
officers,  stewards,  &c.,  are  under  the  influence  of  fear. 

977.  Influence  of  fear,  inflicted  by  whom  ? — By  such  conduct  as  I have  just 
been  describing  a few  minutes  ago  ; for  instance,  in  Mr.  Millett’s  case;  I say  iu 
Mr.  Millett’  scase,  he  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  do  his  duty  so  well  as  if  he 
was  perfectly  free  from  the  influence. 

978.  Chairman.]  Was  not  Mr.  Millett  the  officer  against  whom  charo-es  of 
misconduct  were  preferred? — Exactly,  and  therefore  1 say  those  cliaro-es° were 
calculated  to  intimidate  him,  and  to  cripple  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

9"p.  By  crippling,  do  you  mean  charges  of  misconduct  which  are  subjected 
afterwards  to  an  investigation  ? — Made  in  that  particular  place,  1 say  it  was  a 
•very  unfair  charge;  it  is  the  duty  of  country  gentlemen  to  bring-  charges  of  that 
sort  in  a proper  place. 

980.  Is  what  you  mean  by  intimidation,  that  the  charges  were  perfectly  right, 
or  was  it  merely  that  they  were  not  made  in  the  proper  time  and  place  ? — 

Exactly  so. 

9S1 . That  is  what  you  call  intimidation  ? — That  is  one  case. 

982.  Do  vou  mean,  by  intimidation,  the  general  species  of  opposition  raised 
upon  the  views  of  country  gentlemen,  as  against  the  proceedings  of  the  coun- 
try ? — Not  only  on  the  part  of  the  country  gentry  ; I say  that  was  not  general  ; 
but  I say  our  machinery  was  crippled  ‘by  the  intimidation  that  was  almost 
universal  iu  the  country.  For  instance,  when  you  introduced  strangers  as  stew- 
ards, those  men,  who  in  a great  many  cases  professed  their  inability  to  carry 
their  orders  through  the  fear  of  being  murdered,  resigned. 

983.  Was  there  not  much  discussion  at  some  of  those  meetings  regarding  ob- 
jections made  by  parties  present  in  the  county  to  the  presentment  under1  Mr. 

Laboucliere’s  letter? — There  was,  sir,  a great  deal. 

984.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  objections  made  r — I can  scarcely  recall  all 
the  arguments  ; one  was,  that  none  of  them  could  understand  it. 

985.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  In  point  of  fact,  was  it  not  a great  question  between 
reproductive  and  non-productive  labour  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  was. 

986.  Chairman.]  Was  that  not  one  objection  ? — 1 think  it  was  ; and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  I wrote  to  the  Board  for  their  opinion,  to  know  whether  such 
and  such  works  could  be  sanctioned  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter. 

987.  Did  not  the  members  of  the  committees  and  the  honourable  Members 
for  Clare  place  a construction  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  which  was  at 
variance  with  that  which  you  had  placed  ?-  -Decidedly. 

988.  Was  not  that  a constant  subject  of  discussion  between  you? — Not  that 
construction  ; 1 never  heard  it  before  or  since. 

989.  I say  a different  construction? — Decidedly. 

990.  And  they  represented,  did  they  not,  that  they  were  right  in  their  con- 
struction, and  that  they  would  abide  in  opposition  to  the  construction  you  put 
upon  it  ? — Yes,  sir. 

991.  Did  not  that  cause  a great  deal  of  excitement? — l cannot  sav  that  it 

0-105.  1 did ; 
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did  ; the  construction  they  put  upon  it  was  very  popular,  and  received  the 
approbation  of  the  people. 

992.  I think  you  stated  that  the  manner  of  one  of  the  Members  tor  Clare  was 

excited  on  a particular  occasion  ? — Yes,  sir. 

993.  Do  you  mean  to  represent,  that  at  all  the  meetings  in  which  this  dis- 
cussion took  place,  you  remained  perfectly  cool  and  calm  ; not  at  all  irritated 
and  excited  ?— I think  you  will  find  that  to  be  the  general  opinion. 

994.  Mr.  Bellew.]  The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Irish  Government  took  your 
view  of  the  case  with  regard  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  not  applying  to  this 
subject? — They  did,  decidedly. 

995.  Chairman.]  Was  the  question  that  arose,  whether  the  presentment  would 
be  a valid  presentment,  an  undertaking  not  accompanying  it,  which  under- 
taking is  referred  to  in  the  fourth  clause? — That  may  have  been  one. 

Q96.  Was  it  ? — I was  engaged  during  one  part  of  that  discussion  in  some 
corner  of  the  room,  with  a gentleman,  on  relief  work. 

997.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  that  was  one  of  the  objections  made  ? I do 
not  recollect  that  it  was,  sir. 

998.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  But  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  discussion  of 

that  point? — No.  _ . 

999.  Did  you  enter  into  discussion  on  the  question? — No,  sir;  I heard  the 
proposition,  and  I merely  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  such  a presentment,  one 
so  indefinite,  would  not  be  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

1 000.  Mr.  Bellew.]  This  is  the  4th  resolution  : “ In  the  case  of  drainage,  how- 
ever, and  sub-soiling,  so  far  as  it  shall  be  connected  with  drainage,  an  under- 
taking shall  be  given  in  writing,  and  transmitted  with  the  presentment,  by  the 
person  or  persons  whose  lands  are  proposed  to  be  drained,  (being  “proprietor” 
in  the  terms  of  the  Act  5 & 6 Viet.  c.  89,)  stating  that  the  money  so  to  be 
expended  shall  be  a charge  exclusively  on  the  lands  so  to  be  improved,  and  be 
levied  from  the  same.”  The  3d  clause  is  this  : “ They  will  present  for  such  use- 
ful and  profitable  work,  to  be  executed  in  each  electoral  division,  to  the  amount 
of  its  proportion  of  the  assessment.” 

1001.  Chairman.]  Now  you  have  heard  those  two  resolutions  read  ; was  there' 
not  a difference  of  opinion  between  the  Members  for  Clare  and  yourself,  upon 
the  construction  of  that  letter  ? — There  certainly  was,  but  not  upon  the  con- 
struction, so  far  as  I can  recollect ; there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  con- 
nected with  the  undertaking.  I never  urged  upon  them  ; I never  heard  it  urged ; 

I merely  urged  upon  the  nature  of  the  presentment. 

1002.  Mr.  Bellew .]  What  was  the  chief  objection  to  the  presentment? — My 
objection  to  it  was,  and  my  only  objection,  that  it  was  quite  clear,  both  from  the 
letter  and  the  exposition  of  the  letter  I received,  that  I should  have  been  wrong 
to  have  sanctioned  it  by  my  signature. 

1003.  Why  did  you  think  you  were  wrong? — Because  I considered  reproduc- 
tive work,  and  work  of  permanent  utility,  did  not  comprise  the  tilling  of  lands 
and  gardens  of  the  lower  orders.  It  was  certainly  most  desirable  ; if  it  were  the 
law,  I should  be  anxious  to  promote  it. 

1 004.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  The  point  of  discussion  was,  whether  the  tilling  of 
ground  came  under  the  3d  clause  ; you  say  it  did  not,  and  the  committee  said 
it  did  ? — The  honourable  Member  said  so. 

1005.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  You  took  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  of  Works  or  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  upon  that  question  before  you 
rejected  the  proposition? — No  ; I acted  altogether  upon  my  own  judgment,  and 
upon  the  position  of  the  letter  sent  to  me  from  my  superiors. 

1006.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  have  been  proper  on  your  part  to  have  ob- 
tained the  opinion  of  the  highest  authority,  when  the  subject  was  so  much 
urged  by  the  relief  committees? — That  was  the  first  time  it  was  mentioned  ; it 
had  never  been  urged  before.  I acted  solely  under  the  Board  and  under  their 
directions;  it  was  their  business,  I conceive,  to  take  the  opinion  of  higher 
authorities,  but  I acted  solely  under  their  authority  as  their  officer  ; and  from 
the  instructions  given  to  me,  I conceived  that  I would  not  be  warranted  in 
signing  that  schedule,  or  the  proceedings  of  that  day. 

1007.  And  notwithstanding  the  relief  committees  urged  that  question  upon 
you,  you  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  a representation  on  it  to  the  Board 
of  Works,  with  the  view  of  having  their  opinion  ? — As  you  may  perceive,  I 
wrote  to  the  Board  of  Works  in  my  report,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the 

resolution 
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resolution  as  forwarded  to  the  Castle  from  these  sessions,  and  it  was,  I be-  . r w 
lieve,  referred  from  the  Castle  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  the  answer  returned 
was  in  conformity  with  my  view  of  the  case.  1Q  Mav  184- 

] 00S.  You  sent  no  representation  to  the  Board  of  Works  ?— No  further  than 
in  my  general  reports. 

1009.  Mr.  Thryrnely.]  There  was  an  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  they 

confirmed  your  opinion  ?—  Exactly.  J 

1010.  Air.  Bellew.]  Do  you  not  consider  yourself  quite  justified  in  that  opinion 
by  the  wording  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  in  which  he  says : “ For  affording 
employment  to  the  people  during  the  existence  of  the  present  distress,  and  with 
the  view  of  obviating  the  bad  effects  of  great  expenditure  of  money  in  the  exe- 
cutiou  ofworkscomparativdy  unproductive,  lie  desires  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  will  direct  the  officers  acting  under  them  in  the  respective  coun- 
ties, to  consider  and  report  upou  such  works  of  a reproductive  character  and 
permanent  utility  ? Exactly  so  ; the  words  “ permanent  utility,”  have  put  the 
thing  quite  out  of  all  question. 

101 1.  Will  you  refer  to  the  three  next  letters  ; do  not  the  three  next  letters, 
which  you  wrote  on  the  10th,  and  11th,  and  13th  December,  refer  to  a meet- 
ing, held  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  complaints  made  against  the  local 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Woiks? — They  do,  sir. 

1012.  Was  Mr.  Millett  one  of  those  local  officers? — Yes,  sir. 

1013.  Was  that  the  meeting  which  was  before  referred  to  as  giving  rise  to 

Major  Macnamara’s  letter  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  complaining  of  you? — Yes  sir 
the  very  same.  ’ ’ 

1014.  The  same  meeting  as  that  referred  to  in  Maj or  Macnamara’s  letter  of 
December  12th? — Yes;  it  is  here  December  nth. 

1015.  Thursday  was  December  the  10th  ?— I believe  so. 

1016  From  those  letters  it  appears  there  was  a great  deal  of  irritation  and 
exciti  meat  at  the  meeting  of  Thursday  the  10th,  held  to  investigate  those 
charges  ? — ludeed  there  was  a great  deal. 

1017.  You  have  represented  generally  that  your  conduct,  and  your  temper 
and  feeling  was  calm  aud  cool? — I think  it  was,  sir;  I did  everythin^  that  it 
should  be  so,  and  1 had  no  reason  to  think  otherwise, 

1018.  At  that  meeting  had  you  sufficient  reason  for  stating  that  you  were 

insulted  in  the  grossest  way  possible,  but  that  your  temper  did  not  in  the  least 
betray  your  I cannot  say  that:  I never  was  present — never  saw  any  other  man 
insulted  more  grossly  in  the  course  of  my  existence ; I never  was  present  at 
such  a meeting  in  my  life.  1 

1019.  Who  were  there?— The  two  honourable  Members  for  Clare,  Mr.  John 
Macnamara  and  Mr.  George  Macnamara,  brothers  to  the  honourable  and 
gallant  Member  for  Clare,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  several  others. 

1020.  Had  Major  Macnamara  preferred  the  charges  against  Mr.  Millett?— 

He  had  mentioned  them  on  the  previous  Thursday  at  the  presentment  sessions. 

1021.  Did  you  not  know  that  Major  Macnamara  read  from  a paper  the 
charges  he  made  against  Mr.  Millett? — I did,  sir. 

1()22.  By  whom  were  you  insulted? — I could  scarcely  name  all  the  parties 
but  I could  name  some ; almost  every  gentleman  in  the  room  left  his  chair  and 
shook  his  fist  at  me,  and  called  out,  “Turn  him  out,”  and  some  of  them,  “Kick 
him  out,”  and  others  came  forward  and  seemed  greatly  annoyed  that  they  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  saying  all  they  wished  to  say  on  the  subject.  I never 
witnessed  such  a scene  in  the  whole  course  of  my  experience. 

i°23-  Did  y°u  keeP  y°ur  temper  all  the  time  ?— I think,  sir,  it  was  very 
difficult  to  perceive  any  alteration  in  temper. 

1024.  Did  you  not  know  that  a similar  complaint  was  made  against  you  of 
having  given  a most  unprovoked  insult  to  Mr.  O’Brien?— I did,  by  Major  Mac- 
namara ; tlie  letter  referred  to  that. 

1025.  Do  you  not  know  it  was  alleged  by  Major  Macnamara  that  many 

persons  present  at  that  meeting  were  disposed  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to 
them  all  m the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— I do  not  conceive  that  Major  Macna- 
mara  s letter  at  all  referred  to  the  gentlemen,  because  it  referred  to  the  danger 
which  I ran.  0 

1026  Do  you  mean  to  state  the  persons  at  the  meeting  did  not  also  consider 
themselves  insulted  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien  r-I  really  eannot  say  that  ; 
can  on  y describe  their  conduct;  1 cannot  describe  the  motive  upon  which 
0-'°5-  12  * they 
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C:ipt.  E.  Wynne,  they  acted  ; but  I described  tlieir  conduct  as  faithfully  as  it  was  in  my  power 
to  do. 

iu  May  1S47.  1027.  You  described  their  conduct  as  being  very  excited  against  you  ? — Very 

excited  against  me  ! That  is  not  the  description  I should  give  it ; I should  say  it 
was  such  conduct  as  no  individual  ever  saw  in  an  assemblage  setting  themselves 
up  to  be  an  assemblage  of  gentlemen. 

1028.  Was  not  that  conduct  common  to  the  whole  of  the  meeting  ? — No. 

1029.  How  many  exceptions? — I cannot  say ; but  I met  one  or  two,  or  three 
perhaps,  that  seemed  friendly  to  me.  One,  who  offered  to  conduct  me  safe, 
advised  me  to  come  immediately  : “ You  had  better  come  at  once  with  me  j the 
less  time  you  lose,  the  better.”  I had  never  seen  him  before. 

1030.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  was  the  meaning  of  that? — That  the 
longer  I stayed  there,  the  more  difficult  it  would  be  to  get  through  the  people. 

1031.  Chairman.']  What  did  you  mean  by  the  expression,  “ I am  only  left  to 
my  tongue  as  a weapon,  and  I think  I have  given  them  enough  of  that,  and 
they  feel  it”  ? — I meant  by  that  expression  exactly  what  it  appears  to  imply. 
This  is  part  of  a private  letter  to  my  brother-in-law,  under  the  Board  of  Works  ; 
it  is  an  extract  from  a private  letter. 

1032.  And  this,  of  course,  you  did  not  expect  to  be  made  public? — Oh,  no, 
sir,  I did  not;  still  I can  explain  exactly  what  I meant. 

1033.  Will  you  explain  what  you  meant  by  saying  you  had  given  them 
enough  of  your  tongue,  and  they  felt  it  ? — It  was  the  only  means  which  I had  to 
carry  anything. 

1034.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  had  you  said? — I really  cannot  say  what 
I said,  but  it  was  in  allusion  to  that.  I found  my  best  course  in  Clare,  wherever 
I found  abuses  was,  to  expose  these  abuses,  no  matter  by  whom  practised,  no 
matter  by  what  rank  in  society  the  persons  whom  I found  practising  those 
abuses ; 1 found  my  best  course  to  expose  those  abuses,  otherwise  I could  have 
made  no  way  towards  curing  those  abuses. 

103.5.  Now  you  state  you  were  left  to  your  tongue  as  a weapon,  and  you 
thought  you  had  given  them  enough  of  that,  and  they  felt  it;  does  it  not  refer 
to  your  expressions  at  the  meeting  on  Thursday,  and  that  scene  you  have 
described  ? — I cannot  say  exactly  to  what  day ; but  it  refers  to  the  entire  course 
that  I took  with  respect  to  these  meetings,  that  of,  on  all  occasions,  exposing 
every  case  of  abuse,  and  making  it  public. 

1636.  Having  your  attention  called  to  that  particular  expression,  allow  me 
to  ask  you,  whether  at  that  meeting,  when  there  was  so  much  excitement,  you 
w ere  not  induced  also  to  use  yourself  any  violent  language,  having  your  tongue 
as  your  only  weapon? — I do  not  think  I did  ; and  I shall  produce  many  wit- 
nesses whom  you  can  examine  on  that  subject ; the  impression  on  my  mind  is 
that  I did  not. 

1 037.  M r.  IV Williams Theinferencehere  is  very  distinct,  that  you  must  have 
used  very  strong  language'" — 1 do  not  know  what  the  inference  may  be  : I wrote 
the  letter,  not  as  I would  an  Act  of  Parliament,  a private  letter  to  a brother-in-law 
of  mine. 

1038.  When  you  say,  I have  only  left  my  tongue  as  a weapon,  and  I think  I 
have  given  them  enough  of  that,  and  they  feel  it,”  I do  not  know  what  inference 
could  be  drawn,  except  that  you  have  used  very  strong  language  ? — I do  not  say 
that ; I can  use  my  tongue,  and  make  men  feel  it,  without  any  strong  language. 
It  all  depended  on  the  subject  on  which  1 spoke ; for  instance,  I may  expose 
abuses  and  I may  expose  facts  that  men  would  feel  very  much,  and  do  that  in 
the  mildest  language  by  means  of  my  tongue  even. 

1 039.  Chairman.]  How  did  you  use  your  tongue  at  the  meeting  ? — I have 
given  my  answer  to  that  question,  and  1 think  it  will  appear,  from  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses,  that  1 did  not  forget  the  position  in  which  I stood. 

1040.  There  is  another  expression, my  passage  of  arms  with  the  county 

Members  ; does  not  that  imply  there  was  some  violence  on  your  part  as  on 
others  ? — I do  not  think  there  was.  r 

1041.  Was  it  so  or  not  ? — I do  not  think  it  was. 

1042.  You  say  this : “ I shall  send  you  a * Clare  Journal,’  which  will  contain 
the  row  at  Ennistimon,  as  I saw  a reporter  there.  If  given  well,  it  will  be  a rich 
treat  to  the  civilized  world.”  Did  you  correct  that  report  for  the  “ Clare  Jour- 
nal”?— No,  sir. 

1043.  Hid  you  ever  see  it  before  it  went  to  press? — No,  sir. 

1044.  A little 
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1044.  A little  above,  upon  another  subject  in  the  same  letter,  of  13th  De- 
cember, you  state,  “ the  must  beneficial  effects  have  resulted  ; ” did  you  mean 
that  to  apply  to  your  own  firmness  of  conduct  and  the  course  you  took  ? — No, 
sir,  not  at  all. 

1 04.5.  What  was  it  from  which  the  beneficial  effects  resulted  ? — I meant  that 
in  consequence  of  what  had  occurred  on  that  day,  and  the  reception  I met  with 
from  the  gentry  of  the  county,  who  professed  their  displeasure  at  the  conduct  of 
the  honourable  Members  for  Clare,  and  meant  to  express  that  they  had  given 
in  their  adherence,  if  I may  make  use  of  the  expression,  to  me,  and  tendered 
me  their  support,  and  that  I felt  I had  a stronger  support  after  that  than  I had 
before  ; that  was  precisely,  as  well  as  I can  convey  my  meaning,  what  I meant 
to  convey  to  those  gentlemen  to  whom  I wrote. 

1046.  Was  one  of  the  results  that  which  you  state  in  the  next  sentence: 
“The  lists  are  becoming  tolerably  fair”? — I cannot  say  that  was  one  of  the 
results;  I can  tell  you  exactly  what  that  contained;  I have  a perfect  recollec- 
tion of  the  case  that  led  me  to  make  that  statement.  It  was  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  presentment  sessions,  on  the  4th  December  ; if  you  will  have  the  kindness 
to  refer  to  the  report,  as  sent  by  one  of  the  honourable  Members  for  Clare,  to  the 
“ Clare  Journal,”  you  will  see  in  the  latter  part  of  it  that  I was  called  upon,  at 
the  presentment  sessions  ,to  name  some  of  the  particular  cases  of  abuse,  and  it 
ends  by  saving,  “ and  the  gallant  captain  was  unable  to  name  one.”  I went  to 
the  presentment  sessions,  where  such  a subject  might  be  legitimately  introduced ; 

I desired  Mr.  Galway,  Mr.  Millett,  and  Mr.  Mullay  to  go  out  and  bring  me  in 
a few  cases  of  these  abuses,  that  I might  produce  them,  and  they  did  accord- 
ingly ; and  they  at  the  same  time  stated  to  me  they  were  not  so  numerous  as 
they  had  been,  and  that  they  were  lessened  in  amount;  and  upon  that  represen- 
tation of  these  parties  I made  the  statement  here  that  the  lists  were  improved. 

1047.  Pray  did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  make  any  complaints  against  the  local 
officers  ? — On  what  occasion  ? 

1 048.  On  any  occasion  ? — Ob  yes,  sir. 

1049.  D’d  he  on  that  occasion,  before  the  investigation  on  the  10th? — Yes, 
sir,  he  certainly,  as  well  as  I recollect,  joined  in  the  general  complaints  against 
Mr.  Alillett. 

1050.  Was  the  complaint,  of  which  the  investigation  took  place,  made  by 
Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara? — With  regard  to  the  complaint  being  in- 
vestigated, it  was  not,  for  Major  Macnamara  having  refused  to  comply  with 
what  I considered  was  a fair  and  just  course,  .which  was  that  of  furnishing  in 
writing  the  charges  against  them  who  were  to  defend  themselves,  I went,  not 
for  the  pur|  cse  of  holding  that  investigation,  but  for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
general  business  of  the  day.  I had  made  a determination  not  to  hold  that 
investigation. 

10.51.  When  did  you  form  your  determination? — Before  the  receipt  of 
Major  Macnamara’s  letter,  which  stated  that  he  would  beat  Ennistimon  on  that 
day. 

10.52.  Did  you  not  state  that  you  and  Mr.  Gamble  were  at  Eunistimon  the 
day  before  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges  ? — I think  1 did,  sir. 

1053.  Having  your  attention  called  to  that  expression,  did  not  you  go  there 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  those  charges? — No,  sir;  I went  determined  not 
to  investigate  those  charges. 

1054.  Why  did  you  say  that? — I wrote  this  after  the  event,  and  it  turned  out 
that  was  the  object.  1 am  not  correct  in  having  said  I went  there  for  that 
purpose,  because  I did  not  go  there  for  that  purpose,  but  it  turned  out  that  was 
the  purpose  to  which  the  meeting  was  turned. 

105.5.  Was  the  letter  incorrect  in  stating  that? — No  doubt  of  it,  so  far  as  the 
expression  goes. 

1056.  But  when  you  did  arrive  there  the  charges  were  made,  and  the  charges 
were  entered  into? — The  charges  were  read  from  a paper,  but  that  was  not 
what  I required. 

1057.  When  you  went  to  that  meeting  did  you  know  that  the  charges  were 
to  be  entertained  ? — No,  sir ; it  was  my  determination  that  they  should  not. 

1058.  But  did  you  know  that  they  were  to  be  preferred  there? — I was  under 
the  impression  they  would  be  preferred. 

1059.  -And  you  meant  to  protest  against  their  being  brought  forward? — 

I did. 

°-l05-  1 3 1060.  But 
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1 ofio.  But  in  point  of  fact  they  were  preferred  ? — Yes. 

1061.  Did  Major  Macnamara  read  them  from  something  that  he  had  before 
him  in  writing  ? — He  did,  sir. 

1062.  Are  they  set  out  at  page  86,  108  ? — Yes. 

1063.  Are  those  the  charges  preferred  by  Major  Macnamara? — As  well  as  I 
can  recollect,  they  are. 

1064.  Are  they  not  very  serious? — I think  they  are. 

1065.  Is  not  the  first  charge  a very  serious  one,  “ That  Millett,  the  local 
engineer,  did  not  attend  on  the  2d  of  November  last,  at  a certain  work  where 
250  men  were  to  be  employed,  having  appointed  to  attend  there  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  them  to  work”  ? — I think  of  a very  serious  nature. 

1 066.  Was  that  entered  into  and  investigated  ? — It  was,  sir.  I can  scarcely 
say  it  was  investigated  ; it  was  entered  upon. 

1067.  Was  not  the  investigation  interrupted  by  the  scene  of  excitement  you 
have  described  ? — The  investigation  had  ceased  at  that  time  I spoke  of. 

1 068.  What  was  the  result  of  the  investigation  ? — I found  the  meeting  was 
anything  but  unanimous.  I was  of  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  letter,  that  Mr. 
Millett  might  have  used  perhaps  more  exertion,  or  might  have  put  on  the  men 
sooner. 

1069.  Were  you  and  Mr.  Gamble  not  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Millett  was  to 
blame  in  having  made  such  an  appointment  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
keep  ? — Yes. 

1070.  Were  there  any  sufficient  grounds  for  the  charges  being  made  against 
the  officer  by  Major  Macnamara? — I do  not  think  there  were. 

1071.  Were  there  any  grounds  ? — I think  it  was  the  fact  that  for  two  days, 
as  I recollect,  the  work  was  delayed. 

1072.  Were  there  250  men  who  should  have  been  employed,  but  were  not,  in 
consequence  of  Mr.  Millett  not  keeping  his  appointment? — Yes,  exactly  so. 

1073.  Was  he  prevented  keeping  his  appointment  by  other  business?— Yes. 

1 074.  Was  not  the  effect  upon  the  men  the  same,  whether  he  was  prevented 
by  other  business  or  stayed  away  ? — No  doubt. 

1075.  Hid  Major  Macnamara  refuse  to  give  up  the  paper  out  of  which  he 
read  the  charge? — He  did,  sir  ; he  said  he  had  lost  it. 

1076.  Had  he  it  in  his  hand? — Yes,  he  had  it  in  his  hand  in  the  room. 

J077.  Who  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  see  it? — Mr  Gamble  or  Mr.  Millett. 

1078.  What  did  Major  Macnamara  say? — He  said  he  had  lost  it. 

1079.  Was  that  after  the  meeting  or  before  ? — Just  as  the  meeting  terminated; 
he  had  not  left  his  chair,  it  was  when  he  sat  in  his  chair,  just  at  the  termination 
of  the  meeting. 

1080.  How  long  after  he  had  read  his  charge  from  the  paper? — I suppose  an 
hour ; it  was  at  the  conclusion. 

1081.  Was  it  after  the  scene  of  confusion  and  excitement  you  described? — 
Yes. 

1082.  Having  had  it  in  his  hand  at  the  time  he  read  it,  and  your  asking  for 
it  in  an  hour  afterwards,  he  said  he  could  not  give  it,  for  he  had  lost  it? — Yes, 
exactly. 

1083.  What  was  the  immediate  cause  that  led  to  the  confusion  and  excite- 
ment you  described  ? — I have  several  witnesses  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this 
report  in  the  newspapers.  I have  two  reporters  who  were  present. 

1084.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  to  recollect  yourself  with  regard  to  the  demand 
made  for  the  written  document ; was  it  made  before  or  after  the  scene  of  con- 
fusion you  described  ? — I cannot  say  that  I made  the  demand,  nor  can  I say 
whether  it  was  made  by  Mr.  Millett  or  Mr.  Gamble. 

1085.  I did  not  ask  who  made  it,  but  the  time ; was  it  before  or  after  the  scene 
of  confusion  ? You  before  stated  it  was  an  hour  afterwards  ? — The  impression  on 
my  mind  was,  that  it  was  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting. 

1086.  With  regard  to  the  250  men,  respecting  whom  Major  Macnamara’s 
charge  was  made,  was  the  effect  of  Mr.  Millett’s  absence  to  keep  them  idle  until 
the  Friday  following  the  day  on  which  he  ought  to  have  met  them  ? — I do  not 
think  that  was  clearly  shown  ; no  doubt  they  were  not  employed  on  the  day  the 
appointment  was  made  for  them. 

1087.  How  many  subsequent  days  were  they  kept  unoccupied  in  consequence 
of  his  absence  ? — I cannot  say  that. 

1088.  Was  it  three  days? — I think  it  might  have  been  three  days. 

1089.  Might 
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10S9.  Might  it  have  been  four  days? — It  might;  I cannot,  at  this  length  of 
time,  be  positive. 

logo.  If  from  recollection  you  can  state  what  gave  rise  to  the  tumult,  I wish 
you  to  do  so? — I had  received  a letter,  referred  to  me  bv  the  Board  of  Works, 
complaining  of  certain  abuses  that  had  taken  place  at  Liscannor  Relief  Com- 
mittee. 

1091.  From  whom  to  whom  was  that  addressed? — Addressed  to  the  autho- 
rities in  Dublin  ; I think  it  was  addressed  to  the  Castle. 

1092.  By  whom? — By  Mr.  Westropp,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  of  Dean 
Stackpoole. 

1093.  Where  is  that  printed? — In  180,  page  4. 

1094.  Is  that  a letter  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  is  charged  with  very  gross  and 
improper  conduct  ? — It  is,  sir. 

1093.  Did  you  hand  that  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  its  being  read  ? — I did  so. 

1096.  Was  it  read? — It  was,  sir. 

1097.  Does  not,  in  point  of  fact,  that  letter  contain  very  strong  charges  of 
gross  conduct?  — Yes,  it  does. 

1095.  Was  that  letter  founded  upon  some  complaints  said  to  have  been  made 
by  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole? — It  does  appear  so,  I think. 

1099.  Were  not  those  complaints  of  the  tenants  proved  to  have  been  un- 
founded ? — I cannot  exactly  go  so  far  as  that ; they  were  not  proved  to  be 
founded. 

1 100.  Were  they  not  abandoned  by  the  parties  who  made  them  ? — I do  not 
think  1 ever  saw  any  of  the  parties  who  made  them. 

1101.  Were  they  not  abandoned  by  the  parties  not  coming  forward? — I 
cannot  say  ; 1 felt  exactly  what  I reported  to  the  Board  ; my  report  is,  I believe, 
in  the  paper  here. 

1102.  They  were  not  supported  in  point  of  fact? — They  were  not. 

1103.  Was  not  the  reading  of  those  charges,  the  part  that  was  complained  of 
as  grossly  insulting  to  Mr.  O’Brien;  and  was  not  that  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  tumult  you  have  described  ? — Decidedly,  sir. 

1 104.  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  deny  the  charges  ? — He  did  indeed,  sir. 

I 1 05.  Did  he  not  deny  them  very  indignantly,  as  being  totally  and  entirely 
without  foundation  ? — Very  indignantly. 

I I od.  One  of  the  charges  being,  “ of  this,  however,  I am  well  assured  (unless 
whatever  every  one  says,  high  and  low,  be  totally  unfounded),  that  not  only 
now7,  but  always,  Mr.  O’Brien  secures  for  himself  and  his  tenantry,  and  his 
adherents,  the  great  bulk  of  the  public  contracts  and  works  in  his  locality”? — 
Exactly  so. 

1107.  And  that  afterwards  was  never  substantiated,  as  I understand  you  to 
state  ? — No,  sir,  it  was  not. 

1108.  Who  is  Mr.  Westropp? — Agent  to  Dean  Stackpoole. 

1 109.  Do  you  know  anything  of  this  charge  of  your  own  knowledge,  made  by 
Mr.  Westropp  ?—  I cannot  be  positive  as  to  whether  it  is  founded  or  not.  I can 
only  state  what  the  result  of  my  visit  was. 

mo.  Was  there  a time  appointed  for  the  investigation  of  it? — There  was, 
sir. 

1111.  And  the  parties  did  not  appear  in  support  of  it? — There  was  no  wit- 
ness who  came  forward  to  substantiate  it ; there  were  witnesses  called. 

1112.  As  to  this  particular  charge  made  at  the  meeting,  and  afterwards  was 
not  supported,  being  indignantly  repudiated  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  was  not  that  the 
first  and  principal  cause  of  the  tumult  you  have  described? — It  was,  sir,  de- 
cidedly. 

1113.  Were  two  Roman-catholic  clergymen  at  all  implicated  in  this  charge  ? 
— I am  not  aware;  they  were  not  mentioned  in  the  letter,  that  I am  aware  of. 

1 114.  Were  there  two  Roman-catholic  clergymen  at  the  meeting? — I cannot 
recollect;  there  was  one  I remember,  because  we  sat  on  a relief  committee  after- 
wards. 

1115.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Brien  complaining  of  his  not  having  received 
any  previous  notice  of  such  an  unfounded  and  gross  charge  brought  against  him? 
— On  the  10th? 

t 1 16.  \es? — I think  I do  ; I cannot  answer  positively. 

1117.  Do  you  recollect  his  expression,  “ Having  expressed  in  very  strong 
°-,05‘  1 4 terms 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne,  terms  what  lie  thought  of  them,  and  he  might  have  alluded  to  a conspiracy 
against  him”  ? — I do. 

10  May  1847.  1118.  Did  you,  in  answer  to  that,  in  the  presence  of  the  parties,  state  loudly, 

you  treated  any  observation  coming  from  him  with  contempt  ? — I said  as  nearly 
as  possible  what  is  reported  here. 

1110.  What  page  r— 180,  page  56. 

1120.  Did  you  state,  in  the  presence  of  a number  of  people  in  the  court-house 
that  you  treated  any  observation  coming  from  him  with  contempt? — Decidedly 
not. 

1121.  Then  what  is  it  you  did  state? — I made  use  of  the  word  contempt,  and 
in  the  middle  of  my  sentence  I was  interrupted  ; all  those  I complain  of  left  their 
seats  immediately,  and  it  was  more  than  10  minutes  before  Archdeacon  Whitty 
could  obtain  an  opportunity  for  me  to  explain  what  I really  intended  to  say: 
when  that  object  was  achieved  by  Archdeacon  Whitty,  I said  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible what  is  here  written  at  page  59.  I remarked,  of  the  expression  used  by 
Mr.  O’Brien,  “ Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that 
by  this  course  of  conduct  you  will  neither  alarm  me  nor  put  me  off  my  lemper.” 

ri22.  I will  ask  you,  sir,  generally,  having  read  that  report  of  the  Clare 
Journal,  is  it  a correct  statement  according  to  your  opinion  ? — I think  it  is  per- 
fectly correct,  as  near  as  any  report  could  be. 

1123,  Did  you  make  that,  report  in  the  Clare  Journal  ? — No,  sir. 

1 i?a.  Did  you  correct  it? — No,  sir. 

1 125.  Did  you  ever  see  it  till  it  appeared  in  the  Clare  Journal? — No,  sir. 

1 1 26.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  the  reporters  before  it  was  reported  ?— 
No,  sir ; I always  steered  clear  of  that. 

1127.  You  had  no  conversation  ? — No ; I steered  clear  of  anything  of  the  sort. 

1128.  Did  you  see  his  notes? — No,  sir. 

1 129.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Works? — No,  sir;  and  as  far  as  I 
am  aware  ofj  neither  reporter  nor  editor  had  anything  to  do  with  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Works.  I understand,  since  I left,  that  the  editor  has  got 
a paymastership,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

1 130.  Did  the  reporter  leave  Ennis  with  you? — No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

1131.  Did  he  live  at  Ennistimon  with  you  ? — No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

] 132.  Do  you  know  how  soon  he  left  after  the  meeting  ?— I cannot  say  where 
he  went  to,  or  when  he  left,  or  anything  at  all  about  it,  further  than  when  he 
came  out  with  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  whom  I mean  to  brine 
forward,  who  was  also  present  on  the  occasion,  and  he  came  with  me.  The 
reporter  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  in  my  jaunting-car  on  that  day,  and  he 
wished  to  see  a relief  committee ; he  had  got  a letter  from  me  to  some  friend. 
I gave  him  a seat  in  the  car ; but  with  regard  to  Mr.  Walker,  it  has  been  stated 
he  travelled  with  me ; he  never  did,  with  the  exception  of  once,  when  his  horse 
got  tired  at  Kilrush,  and  he  asked  me  to  give  him  a seat,  which  I did. 

1133.  Did  you  give  notice  to  Mr.  Westropp  after  you  received  the  letter  from 
the  Board  on  the  subject  of  his  complaint? — I did,  sir;  I wrote  to  know  what 
day  he  could  appoint  to  have  it  investigated. 

1134.  Did  you  also  send  in  a notice  to  Mr.  O’Brieu  to  attend  the  investiga- 
tion ? — No,  sir  ; I wrote  to  the  secretary  of  the  committee  to  know  what  day  the 
meeting  met. 

1135?  Was  a day  appointed? — No,  sir;  the  answer  was,  that  such  a day  wa3 
their  day  of  meeting,  and  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  generally  present. 

1136.  Was  a day  appointed  by  Mr.  Westropp ?— No;  Mr.  Westropp  stated 
to  me  he  was  going  to  Dublin,  and  would  not  be  back  for  a fortnight ; therefore 
I intended  to  proceed  without  him. 

1 137.  And  did  you  proceed  without  him  ? — I did,  sir. 

1138.  Did  you  examine  any  witnesses  ? — We  did,  sir, 

1 139.  Several  witnesses  ?— Several ; we  have  a correct  report  of  that, 

1 140.  You  said  you  sent  a notice  to  the  secretary  of  the  committee  ? — Y es. 

1 14J.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Prior  to  the  lQth  December? — Yes,  it  was. 

1 142.  Chairman .]  Do  you  recollect  what  day  it  was  you  first  proposed  to  the 
secretary  of  the  committee?— I think  I have  his  letter. 

1143-  You  say  that  you  wrote  to  the  secretary  to  ask  him  whether  some  day 
would  be  convenient  to  enter  into  some  investigation  ? — Exactly  so. 

1144.  An  investigation  about  what?— 1 did  not  mention  in  rav  letter  to 
him. 

1145.  What 
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1 145.  W hat  was  it  to  be  about  t — The  object  was  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
•what  day,  in  case  I went  to  Liscannor,  I should  be  sure  to  meet  the  committee 
and  the  chairman  on  the  committee,  in  order  that  he  might  prefer  this  charge 
sent  to  me  for  investigation.  ' ° 

11.16.  What  day  was  it  you  proposed  ?—  I proposed  no  day;  but  I wrote  to 
the  secretary  to  know  what  day  would  be  convenient. 

1147.  What  was  his  answer  ? — I cannot  say  what  day  he  named,  hut  he  said 
on  such  a day  the  committee  generally  met,  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman 
was  generally  punctual.  * 

114S.  Did  you  then  give  notice  of  any  day  to  Mr.  Westropp? — No  ■ Mr 
Westropp  stated  to  me  lie  would  not  be  back  to  the  country  for  one  fortnight! 
1 put  hnn  quite  out  of  the  question;  it  was  my  intention  to  have  either  pro- 
ceeded without  him,  or  to  have  postponed  the  thing  until  his  return 

1149.  When  was  it  you  proposed  to  proceed ; was  it  before  or  after  the  loth 
.December  ! — i had  not  fixed  any  particular  time. 

1150.  Sir  IV.  Clay.-]  Was  it  prior  to  the  10th  December  that  you  wrote  to 
the  secretary  of  the  relief  committee  to  inquire  what  day  Mr.  Q’Bnen  would 
be  present  at  such  committee  r — It  was,  sir. 

1151  What  was  the  nature  of  the  reply  that  you  received  ?— It  was  to  this 
effect:  that  the  committee  met  on  Thursday,  and  generally  speaking  Mr  O’Brien 
was  punctual  in  his  attendance.  r b 

1152.  The  Thursday  referred  to  in  the  answer  of  the  clerk  would  be  Thurs- 

day 10th  December?— I cannot  say  that  it  referred  to  any  particular  day, 
because  I do  not  think  my  letter  intimated  to  him  the  object  for  which  I wished 
to  ascertain  the  information.  J 

1153.  Did  you  receive  that  reply  prior  to  the  1 oth  December  ? I did  sir. 

1154.  Had  you  reason  to  expect  before  you  went  to  the  meeting  of  tile  10th 
December  that  you  should  see  Mr.  O Brien  there?— I had  sir 

D,id  ,yOU  na,me  *e  P'fe  Jf‘‘h  reference  to  which  your  inquiry  was 
made,  a winch  you  should  see  Mr.  O’Bnen  ; did  you  ask  him  in  whatplace,  and 
where  it  was  likely  you  should  see  Mr.  O’Brien  ?-I  think  at  his  own  com- 

1156.  What  do  you  call  his  own  committee?— Liscannor 

10th  December’ you  were  iD  poS5ession  of 

• D.id  you  ma.ke  any  communication  to  Mr.  O’Brien  that  it  was  your 

.uteutton  a.  that  meeting  of  the  10th  December,  to  make  the  statements  ri, at 
were  contained  in  Mr.  Westropp  s letter? — No  sir 

1159.  Are  yon  aware  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  had  any  previous  intimation  that 
such  charges  would  be  made  ?— No,  sir,  1 at 

”6°  There  was  nothing  in  your  letter  to  the  secretary  that  would  give 

m °le"  I °fB,n  T chalrma?>  t0T  anticipate  that  such  charges  would  be 
mMe?-1  do  not  thmk  there  was,  sir;  I think  I shall  be  able  to  produce  the 
letter  to  you  to-morrow,  if  necessary.  H me 

him’f  t,atLdrd  J'  1 sae  the  letter  written  to  Mr.  Westropp,  asking 

him  what  day  would  be  convenient  to  attend,  is  dated  the  5th  December 
Then  I may  take  it  that  the  other  was  written  on  the  same  day. 

it 62.  Sir  W.  Clay.]  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  apologize  for  having  read  those 
letters,  conceiving,  I suppose,  that  they  contained  charges  of  which  Sir  O’Brien 
had  had  no  mt.mat.on  ?-He  said  he  felt  himself  placed  in  a ver  unpleasant 
charg«ment  by  the  ieMerS  that  Were  50  8tr0nS-  and  contained  sucl/serious 

from6.he  tow  WaS  Decfssary.  from  the  instructions  you  received 
from  the  Board  of  Works,  for  you  to  read  Mr.  Westropp’s  second  letter  ?-I  did, 

1164.  Chairman.]  After  the  letter  was  read  at  the  meeting,  of  which  no  nre- 
vtous  notice  had  been  g.ven  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  was  it  urged  upon  that  the  mvesti- 
gation  should  take  p ace  on  that  day  week,  namely  the  17th  December3—  4fter 
the  feting  at  was,  su.  or  during  the  meeting  ;t  ^ emDer  ■ Atter 

Westro™  ?-MyrOU0’Rrine  witlles8es  yourself  “P°n  that  charge  of  Mr. 
vvestropp  Mr.  O Bnen  was  present,  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  and  Maior  Mac- 

« ’ wuV™ D°bSdy  PreseDt  °"  “>e  P«t  of  Mr.  Westropm  J 
No,  sir.'  Nob°dy  atteaded  to  support  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Westropp?— 

0105'  K ,,67.  M 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
10  May  1847. 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne.  1167.  Did  you,  after  the  examination  of  those  witnesses,  state  your  opinion 
that  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Westropp  upon  Mr.  O’Brien  were  unfounded? — . 

10  May  1847.  if  yOU  wj|i  refer  to  the  report ; the  fact  is,  when  evidence  came  before  me  on  that 
day,  I came  to  the  most  favourable  conclusion  that  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do 
conscientiously  and  fairly. 

1168.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Were  there  letters  read  at  that  time,  and  the 
business  disposed  of? — On  the  17th  ? 

1169.  No,  at  that  meeting  of  the  10th  ? — No,  they  were  not. 

1170.  They  were  read? — They  were  read  by  the  chairman. 

1171.  When  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  stated  that  he  regarded  the  whole  affair 
as  a foul  conspiracy,  and  he  did  not  care  who  took  it  to  himself,  to  whom  did 
he  address  himself  ? — He  addressed  himself,  in  my  opinion,  to  me,  by  the  words 
“ I do  not  care  who  takes  it  upon  himself ; ” there  can  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  mind  of  any  person  present  as  to  whom  he  meant. 

1 1 72.  Was  it  upon  that,  that  you  made  your  answer  ? — It  was,  sir. 

1173.  Tell  us  as  nearly  as  you  can  what  was  the  answer  that  you  made  upon 
that  ? — I said  that  if  any  person,  in  the  discharge  of  my  public  duties,  attributed 
personal  motives  to  me,  I should  treat  all  such  attempts  with  the  contempt  they 
deserved  ; that  is,  I should  take  no  further  notice  of  them;  which  I meant  to  say. 

1174.  Was  it  then  the  confusion  began? — It  was;  when  I came  to  the  word 
contempt,  as  I have  stated  in  my  letter,  every  man  was  on  his  legs. 

1175-  When  you  refer  to  the  report,  page  59,  at  the  end  of  the  second 
paragraph,  was  your  sentence  broken  off  at  contempt  ? — It  was,  sir. 

1176.  Is  it  so,  that  the  confusion  began  at  that  time;  had  there  been  any 
before  ? — There  had  been  a great  deal  of  excitement,  and  such  language  as  I 
never  before  heard,  but  I cannot  say  that  any  of  the  gentlemen  had  left  their 
seats. 

1177.  At  that  time  had  any  of  the  gentlemen  left  their  seats? — They  had,  sir. 

1178.  I think  you  said  a little  while  ago  almost  every  gentleman  in  the  room 
shook  his  fist  ? — With  a few  exceptions. 

1179.  Can  y°u  mention  the  names  of  any  persons  who  did  so  ? — I can  men- 
tion the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare,  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  his  two  brothers. 

1180.  Was  Major  Macnamara,  the  Member  for  Clare,  in  the  chair  at  the 
time  ? — No,  sir ; Archdeacon  Whitty  was  in  the  chair. 

1181.  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  do  anything? — He  did,  sir;  he  left  his 
chair  too,  and  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  words  made  use  of  by  any 
of  them,  but  nothing  could  be  stronger  than  the  language 

1182.  What  was  the  language  they  applied  to  you  ? — It  was  “ kick  him  out,” 
‘‘turn  him  out,”  “ he  shan’t  be  heard  ;”  “ don’t  let  him  speak.” 

1183.  Was  that  language  used  by  either  of  the  gentlemen,  the  Members  for 
Clare  ? — I really  cannot  say,  but  I think  there  were  few  of  the  party,  or  the 
party  as  I conceived,  of  the  honourable  Members  for  Clare,  that  did  not  make 
use  of  language. 

1184.  Major  Macnamara  afterwards  obtained  for  you  a hearing;  is  that  so? 
— No ; Archdeacon  Whitty,  the  chairman,  obtained  me  a hearing. 

1185.  Were  you  threatened  with  any  other  words  or  violence  besides  what 
you  describe,  before  the  meeting  was  over  ? — I was,  sir ; a gentleman  stepped 
up  to  me,  and  I really  was  under  the  impression  that  he  was  going  to  strike  me. 
He  came  up  as  close  as  possible  to  me,  shook  his  fist  in  my  face,  and  stated  that  I 
ought  to  be  kicked  out,  and  I ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  explain ; in  fact,  I 
expected  he  would  have  struck  me,  however  he  did  not. 

1186.  Mr.  O’Brien:]  Do  you  know  his  name?— The  Reverend  Mr.  Han- 
rahan. 

1187.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Afterwards  did  you  make  the  explanation; 
is  that  so  ? — I did,  sir. 

ii  88.  Is  it  correctly  reported  here  ? — I think  perfectly,  as  nearly  as  possible 
in  my  words. 

1189.  W hat  did  you  say  r — “ You  have  interrupted  me  in  the  middle  of  a 
sentence,  and  at  a word  which  in  itself  might  give  offence  ; had  you  allowed  me 
to  finish  that  sentence,  you  would  no  doubt  have  been  saved  that  outbreak  of 
honest  indignation and  that  I conceive  to  be  as  near  as  the  substance  of  what 
I said,  and  as  near  as  possible  the  words. 

1 1 go.  Were  any  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  present  to  see  you,  and  so  as 
to  know  your  behaviour  and  temper  and  manner  ?— There  were,  sir. 

119-1.  Who 
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3191.  Who  were  they  ?— Mr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Millett,  Mr.  Galway,  Mr.  Molloy, 
of  the  Board  of  Works ; and  my  memory  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  I did 
not  forget  the  position  in  which  I stood ; because,  when  I came  out,  one  or  two 
of  those  gentlemen  begged  of  me  to  take  an  escort,  and  they  all  said  they  never 
saw  any  man  keep  his  temper  so  under  the  circumstances. 

1192.  Mr.  Bellexc.]  I see  you  state  there  were  “ 500  complaints  on  that  score 
did  you  name  any  of  those  persons? — No,  sir;  I was  called  upon  to  name;  I 
went  there  to  attend  the  presentment  sessions ; I had  no  list  by  me ; I said  so, 
but  that  is  not  mentioned  in  the  report.  If  I had  only  had  intimation  that  the 
presentment  session  would  have  been  converted  into  a relief  committee,  I could 
have  taken  plenty  of  cases. 

1 \93-  Can  you  or  any  other  witness  state  that  any  number  of  persons  an- 
swering to  the  description  you  mention  were  put  upon  the  lists? — Plenty. 

11 94-  Individual  cases ? — Individual  cases;  as  to  numbers  I cannot  under- 
take to  say ; I can  give  a number  of  individual  cases. 

1 1 95.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  I see  in  the  statement  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  a 
letter,  dated  Ennis,  Thursday  loth;  in  the  Blue  Book  is  one  dated  Thursday, 
and  not  said  to  be  written  to  Colonel  Jones? — Yes. 

1196.  Did  you  regard  it  as  a private  letter? — I cannot  say  it  was  a private 
letter;  I had  never  seen  Colonel  Jones  at  the  time. 

1197.  Was  your  permission  obtained  before  your  letter  dated  15  December, 
written  to  your  brother-in-law,  was  published  ? — No,  sir ; my  permission  was 
never  asked  on  any  occasion. 

1198.  Would  you  have  written  that  private  letter  to  your  brother-in-law  in 
similar  terms,  if  you  had  known  it  was  to  be  published  ? — Decidedly  not. 

1199.  Mr.  Hep  ton.]  That  I believe  applies  to  all  these  other  letters? — Yes: 
I should  have  altered  the  terms,  most  decidedly. 

1 200.  Chairman.]  Was  the  private  letter  to  your  brother  written  with  any 
expectation  or  desire  that  it  should  be  shown  to  the  Board  of  Works? — No,  sir, 
not  at  all;  I had  no  objection  to  what  it  contained. 

1201.  Is  your  brother  connected  with  the  Board  of  Works? — He  is,  sir;  I 
cannot  exactly  say  what  post  he  fills ; supernumerary  commissioner. 

1202.  You  did  not  write  “private  and  confidential,”  or  take  any  steps  to 
prevent  its  being  shown  to  the  Board  ? — No. 

1 203.  Did  you  not  think  it  likely  it  would  be  shown  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
for  their  information  ? — Decidedly. 

1204.  Still  you  did  not  write  it  with  that  degree  of  care  you  would  have 
done,  if  you  had  known  it  would  be  a public  document  ? — No,  sir  : it  is  onlv 
the  terms  in  which  that  letter  is  couched  that  I would  qualify  at  all. 

1205.  Have  you  not  stated  to-day  that  you  examined  witnesses  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Westropp’s  charges? — Yes,  sir. 

1 206.  How  many  ? — I cannot  undertake  to  say  now. 

1 207.  Were  they  witnesses  in  support  of  the  charges  ? — If  you  ask  my  real  and 
candid  opinion,  I will  give  it  you. 

120S.  I ask  you  whether  they  were  witnesses  in  support  of  the  charges? — 
They  were  witnesses  in  support  of  the  charges. 

1 209.  Were  others  brought  forward,  or  how  did  they  appear  before  you  ? — 
We  made  proclamation  for  witnesses  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants, 
who  were  in  attendance  and  ready  to  prefer  charges. 

1210.  Did  several  persons  come  forward? — At  first  nobody  came  forward, 
and  we  sent  out  a policeman  again,  and  somebody  came  forward  ; I cannot 
recollect  the  names,  but  I think  there  is  a correct  report  of  it  by  Mr.  Russell, 
who  was  present. 


1211.  In  your  account  in  the  Blue  Book,  page  423,  you  state,  “Thursday, 
attended  at  Liscannor  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  that  committee  and 
its  chairman,  which  were  not  proved,  Mr.  Westropp  not  appearing;”  will  you 
also  refer  to  number  180,  page  3,  there  you  will  find  that  you  state,  “neither 
Mr.  Westropp  nor  Dean  Stackpoole  came  forward,  nor  any  person  on  their 
behalf;  do  you,  either  in  the  journal  or  the  report,  make  any  mention  of  your 
having  proclaimed  for  witnesses,  and  afterwards  examined  witnesses  ? — I think  I 
do  sufficiently ; I say  that  none  of  the  charges  were  proved. 

1212.  You  state,  “which  were  not  proved,  Mr.  Westropp  not  appearing  ;”  I 
ask  you  to  refer  to  those  parts,  and  say  whether  there  is  a single  sentence  to 
show  that  you  entered  into  an  examination  of  witnesses  ? — No,  sir,  I do  not. 


0.105. 


K 2 


1213.  How 


Capt.  E.  Ift/iinc. 
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Capt .E.  Wynne.  1213.  How  came  you  to  omit  to  state  that,  aud  merely  put  the  non-proval 

upon  the  absence  of  Mr.  Westropp  ? — I did  not  consider  it  necessary. 

jo  May  1847.  1214.  Was  the  bailiff  of  Mr.  Westropp  there? — I recollect  we  examined  a 

man  of  the  name  of  Neyland  ; who  he  was  I do  not  know. 

1215.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  at  any  other  time  ascertain  whether 
Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  had  secured  for  himself,  his  tenants  or  adherents,  a 
great  bulk  of  the  public  works  in  bis  locality,  or  more  than  he  ought  to  have 
had  ? — From  the  opinion  of  every  person, — 

1216.  Did  you  ascertain  by  evidence  yourself? — Oh  yes,  sir. 

1217.  Did  you  ascertain  whether  or  no  Mr.  O’Brien  had  secured  for  himself, 
and  his  tenants  and  adherents,  a great  bulk  of  the  public  works  in  his  locality, 
or  more  than  he  ought  to  have  had  ? — I never  investigated  so  that  I could  take 
upon  myself  to  say  that  positively. 

1218.  Has  any  person  so  investigated  it,  that  you  know  of- — I know  that 
since  then  the  inspecting  officer  has. 

1219.  Who  is  that? — Captain  Gordon. 

1220.  Is  he  here? — He  is  here,  and  ready  to  prove  a very  great  number  of 
cases. 

1221.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  number  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants 
put  on  the  works  before  the  investigation  ? — It  appeared  to  me  by  the  synopsis 
handed  to  me,  that  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  there  was  a great  number 
employed. 

1222.  .Were  any  put  on  between  these  two  letters,  because  the  two  letters  are 
written  in  a very  different  tone  ? — No  ; I do  not  think  there  were ; but  the 
second  letter  was  written  not  in  consequence  of  any  change. 

1223.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  In  what  branch  of  the  service  were  you  ? — In  the 
line. 

1224.  Infantry? — Yes,  sir. 

1225.  What  commission  did  you  hold? — In  the  32d  regiment. 

1226.  Chairman .]  What  was  the  highest  commission  you  held? — Lieutenant. 

1227.  You  are  not  in  the  army  now? — No. 

3228.  How  long  have  you  left  the  army  : — Sixteen  years. 

1229.  Have  you  been  on  half-pay  since  that  period  ? — Not  at  all,  sir 


Mortis , ii°  die  Mail,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 


Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Tliornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

Capt.  E.  Wynne.  1230.  Mr.  BcUcwJ]  AS  to  the  9>4°°  persons  whom  you  say  you  displaced,  can 
11  Slav  184"  ^°U  °r  some  °^ley  witness  give  us  the  names  of  any  of  those  persons? — I must 

y 4/‘  at  once  avow  my  inability  to  produce  the  names ; but  I can  explain  the  circum- 
stances that  will  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  do  so. 

1231.  Was  there  any  large  portion  of  the  9,400  removed  because  there  was 
no  place  for  them  ? No,  I do  not  think  that  was  the  reason  ; almost  the  entire 
population  was  employed,  and  when  I came  to  compare  the  numbers  employed 
with  the  numbers  that  I was  warranted  in  employing,  according  to  my  direc- 
tions, and  according  to  the  census  of  1841,  I found  the  numbers  employed 
greatly  exceeded  what  I could,  in  obedience  to  my  orders,  sanction.  I therefore 
called  upon  the  committees  to  reduce  that  number,  and  in  making  that  reduc- 
tion, to  bear  in  view  the  directions  under  which  they  were  called  upon  to  act, 
and  the  directions  which  I explained  to  them  in  my  circulars. 

1232.  Then 
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1232.  Then  the  9,400  were  all,  in  your  opinion,  unfit  persons  to  be  on  the 
list — Decidedly. 

1233.  That  being  the  case,  can  you  give  us  a list  of  any  of  the  names  in 
Enmstimon  or  Liscannor ; have  you  20  or  3°-'~I  have  a great  many  more  * 
I can  give  you,  I think,  100. 

1234.  The  names? — That  I cannot;  I can  show  you,  in  the  description  of 
lists,  I had  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  information ; I called  on  the  com- 
mittee, whom  I considered  in  possession  of  this  information,  to  remove  those 
men. 

1 235.  Have  you  no  means  of  giving  us  any  number  of  those  parties  whom 

you  dismissed,  what  land  they  hold,  and  what  were  their  circumstances? 

I have  a few ; I have  not  the  reasons  here,  but  they  will  appear  in  the  registry 
books  ; I have  none  of  the  registry  books.  0 J 

1236.  What  number  can  you  give  us;  you  have  not  yourself  stated  a case 
besides  Neylan  and  another?— It  is  by  witnesses  I propose  to  prove  that. 

1237.  Can  you  give  us  yourself,  independent  of  the  witnesses,  anv  names? 

—1  can  ; I can  prove  from  the  book  of  the  committee,  which  I have  in  mv 
possession.  ■’ 

1238.  What  is  that?— I have  got  this  copied  from  their  book  to-day;  I have 
evidence  m town,  hut  not  here  ; this  refers  to  the  barony  of  Islands.  I think 
I have  got  one  for  Inchequin  ; those  9,400  refer  to  the  seven  baronies,  and  not 
one.  I did  not  refer  to  Liscannor  and  Corcomroe,  and  I will  state  the  reason 
why  ; I never  had  an  opportunity,  for  up  to  the  period  I wrote  that  letter  not 
a committee  in  Corcomroe  ever  sent  me  a list. 

1239.  Do  tlie  9»400  refer  to  the  relief  committee  of  Corcomroe  or  Liscannor* 
do  you  include  them  m this  9,400  persons  whom  you  say  you  displaced  No’ 

1 do  not.  “ * 

1240.  It  does  not  refer  to  them? — No. 

1241.  To  other  parts  of  the  county  ? — To  other  parts  of  the  district. 

1242.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Are  they  not  among  the  seven  baronies  ?— They  are ; but 
1 had  no  opportunity,  in  fact  the  committees  gave  me  no  opportunity,'  of  a’scer 
-taming  the  numbers  there  employed  or  struck  off. 

1243.  Then  you  struck  off  9,400  in  the  other  five  baronies?— In  the  other 
six ; I had  seven ; this  is  only  one. 

1244.  Mr.  Belleio.']  Can  you  state  to  us  any  case  in  Corcomroe  or  Liscannor 
ot  persons  you  dismissed  from  the  works,  and  the  reasons  you  dismissed  them? 
— JNo,  sir,  I cannot;  because  it  was  done  by  the  committee. 

1245.  “ Notwithstanding  the  direct  and  indirect  menaces  of  Major  Macnamara 
and  of  others,  who  might  be  expected  to  show  a better  example  to  the  people  5> 
M hat  do  you  mean  by  those  menaces ; does  that  refer  to  what  we  were  discuss. no* 
yesterday  r— That  had  principally  reference  to  the  letter  which  had  been  referred 
to  me,  written  by  Major  Macnamara  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  in  which  he  states,  if 
1 go  to  Liscannor  I place  myself  in  danger,  my  life  will  not  be  safe  ; and  I con- 
sidered that  a threat. 


1246.  Now,  you  say,  “ You  feel  under  no  apprehension,  except  the  people  act 
under  the  influence  of  persons  whose  interests  would  be  advanced  by  your  with- 
drawal to  the  country.”  What  do  you  allude  to  there?— I meant  to  say  that 
I was  under  the  impression  that  the  lower  orders,  the  more  poor  people,  would 
have  protected  met  that  I was  popular  amongst  that  class;  1 had  every  reason 
to  think  I was  and  among  all  classes,  if  they  were  only  allowed  to  judge  for 
themselves,  and  form  an  estimate  of  my  conduct  by  my  acts. 

1 -47.  You  say,^  You  attended  at  Liscannor  to  investigate  certain  charges 
against  that  committee  and  its  chairman,  which  were  not  proved,  Mr.  Westropp 
not  appearing.  Do  you  mean  to  say  by  that,  that  to  your  own  knowledge  and 
3“  ' -™u  s“PP°sed  *°s.e  charges  well  founded,  and  you  entered  into  some 
examination  .—The  conclusion  1 came  to  was,  that  the  whole  course  of  the 
investigation  was  not  likely  to  bring  any  of  the  facts  to  Iiwht. 

1 j'  i 18  D°,t  qu!ce  an  answer?— Decidedly  there  was  no  evidence,  as 
founded  l°  F°Ve  ' ’°Se  faC‘S’  °r  t0  lead  me  t0  suPPose  those  charges  were 


V'CIe  "’aS  n°  evldence  r~ No  evidence,  either  to  prove  or  disprove, 
of  “““  y0U  an?  reaSon- ironi  observation  of  your  own,  or  from  examination 
o.ior  ’ Bpart  r°m  anythl"S  ‘hat  you  heard  from  others,  to  think  the 
J'  K 3 charges 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne,  charges  were  well  founded  ? — If  you  allow  me  to  speak  of  my  subsequent  know- 
ledge,  I can  speak  wirh  certainty  on  the  subject. 

11  May  1847.  1251.  From  any  examination,  at  the  time,  of  your  own,  or  from  any  examina- 

tion you  have  made,  or  from  any  other  circumstance  within  your  own  knowledge, 
will  you  state  whether  you  are  convinced  there  were  any  foundations  for  Mr. 
"VVestropp’s  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — There  were. 

1252.  What  were  they? — That  they  had  put  on  their  own  comfortable  tenants, 
that  should  never  have  been  placed  upon  the  works,  in  consequence  of  their  cir- 
cumstances, according  to  the  rules. 

1253.  Mr.  Be  lien.'. J In  Liscannor? — Liscannor. 

1254.  You  say  there  were  persons  improperly  put  on ; do  you  know,  of  your 
own  knowledge,  the  case  of  a man  named  Daly,  who  is  mentioned  ? — I think 
there  was  a man  of  that  name. 

1255.  Chairman.']  Did  you  receive  a letter  from  Mr.  Westropp,  dated  “14, 
Leeson-street,  Dublin,  14  December,”  at  page  5 of  180  r — I did,  sir. 

1256.  And  also  one  dated  15th? — Yes,  sir.  Will  you  allow  me  to  remark, 
at  a subsequent  period  Mr.  Westropp  sent  to  the  Board  of  Works  to  me  while  I was 
there,  to  state  that  he  would  undertake  to  prove  those  allegations  contained  in  that 
letter,  now  that  the  venue  was  likely  to  be  changed  from  Corcomroe  to  another 
place. 

Sir,  14,  Leeson-street,  Dublin,  14  December  1846. 

By  letters  I got  from  the  country,  I understand  you  investigated  the  complaints 
made  by  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  against  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  that 
the  further  investigation  is  adjourned  to  Thursday  next.  Although  I was  but  the 
organ  of  communication  between  the  tenants  and  the  Board  of  Works  (for  I knew 
nothing  whatever  of  the  facts  they  complained  of,  my  only  information  on  the  subject 
being  what  they  gave  me,  and  what  I could  get  casually  from  others,  and  general  re- 
port, which  certainly  led  me  to  believe  there  were  grounds  for  their  complaint),  I sus- 
pect they  would  not  come  forward  to  press  the  complaints  openly  before  you  unless 
supported  in  it ; for,  right  or  wrong,  they  are  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  O’Brien  may 
have  opportunities  of  serving  or  injuring  them  ; and  I am  sure  they  do  not  lfke  putting 
themselves  in  opposition  to  him.  My  only  object  is  to  have  the  matter  set  right,  so 
that  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  may  get  a fair  proportion  of  the  relief  from  public  works, 
seeing  they  are  to  contribute  towards  the  payment  equally  with  every  one  else.  If 
some  plan  could  be  devised  by  which  proper  persons  for  relief  could  be  selected  without 
regard  to  whose  tenants  they  were,  or  on  what  property  they  were,  it  would  give  all 
parties  much  greater  confidence  that  the  relief  would  be  duly  administered,  and  get  us 
rid  of  all  these  unpleasant  collisions  and  surmises  of  unfairness  in  the  distribution.  As 
for  myself,  I have  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter;  lam  merely  doing  an  unpleasant 
duty.  I have  no  wish  to  annoy  Mr.  O’Brien,  quite  the  contrary ; and  if  the  irregularities 
complained  of,  supposing  them  to  exist,  be  avoided  for  the  future,  it  might  be  as  well 
to  let  the  matter  drop.  I did  not  intend  that  my  former  letter  to  you  should  be  submitted 
to  Mr.  O’Brien  or  the  committee.  If  given  to  them,  as  I understand  it  was,  I hope  you 
will  reclaim  it,  as  I shall  not  leave  this  for  10  days.  I cannot  possibly  attend  on  Thursday 
next. 

I am,  &c. 

Captain  Wynne,  (signed)  George  Westropp. 

Inspector,  Board  of  Works,  Ennis. 

Sir,  14,  Leeson-street,  Dublin,  15  December  1846. 

As  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  are  now  unwilling  to  press  their  complaint  against  the 
Liscannor  relief  committee,  Dean  Stackpoole  does  not  desire  to  force  it  on  against  their 
wishes.  Therefore,  if  they  will  not  come  before  the  committee  on  Thursday,  we  shall  not 
proceed  any  further  in  the  matter.  I put  forward  their  complaint  in  far  more  modified  and 
moderate  language  than  they  made  it  to  me ; and  I regretted  then,  as  I do  now,  the  un- 
pleasant duty  that  devolved  on  me.  But  from  the  firmness  with  which  they  remonstrated 
with  me,  and  the  strong  language  they  used,  I considered  I was  bound  to  send  their  com- 
plaint forward  to  the  proper  quarter  for  investigation. 

I remain,  &c. 

Captain  Wynne,  (signed)  George  Westropp. 

Inspector,  Board  of  Works,  Ennis. 

1257.  Have  you  had  any  communication  from  Mr.  Westropp,  after  getting 
that  letter  of  the“i5th  December  1846  ?— No,  except  what  I speak  of. 

1258.  That  is  what  I want  to  know;  have  you  had  a communication  from 
Mr.  Westropp  subsequent  to  the  15th  December  1846  ? — I have. 

1259.  At  what  time  ? — I think  about  the  10th  March,  some  time  in  March. 

1260.  Was  it  verbally,  or  in  writing? — Through  his  partner,  who  called  at  the 

Board  of  Works 

1261.  And 
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1261.  And  brought  you  the  message? — He  brought  me  a message  in  the 
presence  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

1262.  What  was  the  general  purport  of  that? — That  now  as  the  venue  was 

changed  from  Corcomroe,  or  likely  to  be  changed  from  Corcomroe  to  another 
part  of  the  world 

1263.  Where  was  that? — Wherever  it  was  likely  to  be  gone  into. 

1264.  Do  you  mean  this  inquiry  in  committee? — No,  there  was  no  inquiry 
for  a committee  : there  was  an  investigation  spoken  of  at  the  time  where  that 
investigation  was  he  could  not  tell. 

1265.  What  was  he  ready  to  do? — To  substantiate  every  allegation  contained 
in  that  letter ; that  was  precisely  his  message  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works. 

1266.  Is  it  in  consequence  of  that,  that  you  wish  to  have  Mr.  Westropp  sum- 
moned before  the  committee  ? — Decidedly  so. 

1267.  Mr.  Williams.]  You  say  you  received  a message  from  somebody  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Westropp  ? — His  partner. 

1268.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Westropp  since  that  time? — Never,  sir;  I never 
saw  him  in  my  life. 

1269.  You  know  nothing,  except  what  you  have  from  this  second-hand  in- 
formation ? — I state  that  which  1 am  aware  of,  and  nothing  more. 

1270.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  in  reference  to  an  expression  in 
your  letter  of  the  Joth  December,  which  escaped  observation  before,  who  were 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  you  state  you  were  thoroughly  disgusted? — I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  they  were  the  gentlemen  who  had  behaved  in  the  way  I 
described  yesterday,  at  the  meeting  alluded  to. 

1271.  Were  the  Members  for  Clare  part  of  those  gentlemen:  “ I have  no 

objection  to  run  my  chance  with  the  people,  bad  as  they  are ; but  I am  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen”? — This  I wrote  on  the  evening  of 
that  meeting  of  the  10th  December,  and  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  was 
to  the  gentlemen  assembled  in  that  room  on  that  day,  who  took  the  part  I de- 
scribed yesterday;  and  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  were  two  of  them,  and 
two  brothers  of  one  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  were  two  others. 

1272.  There  is  another  expression  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  same 
letter,  on  which  I am  desired  to  ask  you  a question : to  whom  do  you  allude 
when  you  say,  “ the  entire  patronage  that  they  enjoyed  last  year  has  been 
wrested  from  them,  and  they  of  course  feel  very  sore”? — I alluded  to  the  gen- 
tlemen amongst  whom  were  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare ; it  was  one  of 
their  complaints  on  that  day. 

1273.  What  was  the  patronage  to  which  you  alluded  ? — The  appointment  not 
only  of  any  persons  to  the  relief  works,  but  also  to  the  offices  of  stewards,  over- 
seers, &c. 

1274.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  Will  you  state  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  Members 
for  Clare  with  which  you  were  disgusted  ; confine  your  answer  to  the  Members  for 
Clare,  and  not  any  other  persons  ? — The  conduct  was,  having  insulted  me,  and 
having  left  their  chairs  and  shaken  their  fists  at  me,  and  behaved  in  the  way 
which  I described  yesterday;  and,  as  a better  description,  I can  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  “Morning  Chronicle.” 

1275.  Did  both  the  Members  for  Clare  shake  their  fists  at  you? — I think  they 
did. 

1276.  Are  you  certain  ? — It  is  difficult  to  be  certain  in  such  a state  of  con- 
fusion ; but  every  gentleman  left  his  chair  a^d  pressed  forward,  at  least,  all  the 
gentlemen  that  1 speak  of  there,  including  among  the  rest  the  Members  for 
Clare  ; they  left  their  chairs  and  pressed  forward,  but  the  exact  words  made  use. 
of  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect. 

1277-  You  cannot  state  positively  whether  the  Members  for  Clare  did  or  did 
not  shake  their  fists  at  you  ? — My  opinion  was  that  every  gentleman 

1278.  Answer  the  question? — I cannot  answer  positively ; but  to  the  best  of 
ray  recollection,  and  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  they  did. 

1279.  Mr.  Thomely.~\  But  not  the  Members  for  Clare  particularly? — No; 
there  were  the  two  brothers  of  Major  Macnamara,  who  were  particularly  pro- 
minent. 

1280.  And  other  gentlemen  ? — Two  or  three  of  the  other  gentlemen ; or  four 
or  five,  perhaps. 

1281.  Chairman.]  I asked  you  what  patronage  you  refer  to,  of  which  the  gen- 

0.105.  k 4 tlemea 
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tlemen  were  deprived ; you  answered,  the  appointment  of  persons  to  the  offices 
of  stewards,  &c.  ? — I did. 

1282.  Had  the  Members  for  Clare  anything  to  do  with  that  sort  of  patronage? 
— It  was  one  of  the  complaints  on  that  day. 

1283.  What  was? — That  it  was  taken  out  of  their  hands,  and  that  the  ladies 
of  Ennis  appointed  the  stewards,  gangers,  &c. 

1284.  Who  made  the  complaint? — The  complaint  was  made  by  Major  Mac- 
namara,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  and  that  he  had  not  the  appoint- 
ment ; the  mob  called  out,  the  ladies  of  Ennis  had  the  principal  appointment ; 
or  some  gentleman  in  the  mob. 

1285.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  whatever  in  which  Major  Macnamara  had 
exercised  that  patronage  ? — No,  sir ; I know  nothing  about  the  cases. 

12S6.  Do  you  know  any  case  in  which  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  had  exercised 
that  sort  of  patronage  ? — Several  cases  were  represented  to  me  by  the  officer, 
the  local  engineer. 

1287.  Who  was  that? — Mr.  Millett. 

1288.  With  regard  to  Major  Macnamara  you  have  received  no  information, 
with  regard  to  Mr.  O’Brien  you  have  only. received  information  from  persons 
who  may  come  forward? — Yes,  certainly. 

1289.  Can  you  state  whether  the  complaint  that  Major  Macnamara  made  in 
the  committee  that  day,  was  respecting  patronage  being  exercised  by  other  per- 
sons than  those  who  ought  to  exercise  it? — As  well  as  I recollect,  on  his  own 
part,  the  Honourable  Member  complained  that  his  recommendations  were  not 
attended  to,  and  instanced  one  or  two  cases  in  which  he  had  made  application,  or 
had  called  upon  some  friends  of  his  to  make  application,  and  that  it  was  never 
attended  to. 

1290.  Was  the  application  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Government  whose  dutv 
it  was  to  place  those  persons  on  the  works  ? — The  application  was  made,  as  well 
as  my  recoiled  ion  serves  me,  through  a third  person  to  the  officer  of  the  Board 
of  Works. 

1291.  Was  not  the  complaint  of  Major  Macnamara  to  this  effect;  that  the 
recommendations  of  the  country  gentlemen  were  not  attended  to,  or  there  were 
persons  placed  on  the  works  by  the  department  of  the  Government,  who  obtained 
the  appointment  by  means  of  bribery  ? — It  was,  sir,  precisely. 

1292.  That  inferior  officers  bribed  some  persons  or  other  above  them,  to  pro- 
cure the  insertion  of  their  names  as  employed  under  the  Government  department 
of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — That  is  what  I conceived  to  be  the  complaint,  and  it 
turned  out  afterwards  that  was  not  the  complaint. 

1293.  Has  he  not  repeated  that  complaint? — No.  The  charge  of  bribery  was 
not  brought  against  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works ; the  charge 
appeared  to  be,  when  we  came  to  investigate  it,  against  those  gentlemen,  and 
some  of  them  on  the  committee,  who  had  received  bribes  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending stewards  to  the  engineer.  That  appeared  to  come  out  in  evidence. 

1294.  Do  you  mean  that  the  charge  of  bribery  was  not  directed  against  the- 
Government  officers,  but  certain  members  of  the  relief  committee  r — Precisely  so; 
it  turned  out  to  be  so. 

1295.  Was  a charge  made,  that  persons  were  appointed  who  were  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Millett,  not  by  the  gentry,  to  the  Government,  being  persons  of 
very  bad  character  ? — Precisely  ; that  was  the  principal  charge. 

1296.  And  was  the  charge  that  those  persons  so  being  improper  for  the  situa- 
tion, and  being  improperly  recommended,  were  put  upon  the  works  ? — Exactly 
so,  sir. 

1297.  Was  that  charge  well  founded? — I saw  no  foundation  for  it ; it  might 
have  been  well  founded,  but  no  proof  of  any  sort  or  kind  was  brought  forward  to 
show  that  on  the  occasion. 

3298.  Have  you,  from  your  own  observation,  cy  any  information  you  have 
received,  arrived  at  any  conclusion  on  that  fact  ? — The  impression  on  my  mind4 
was,  that  there  were  a great  many  stewards  in  that  district.who  did  not  do  their 
duty,  that  blame  might  very  fairly  be  attached  to  them,  but  not  a single  case  was 
brought  forward  or  proved ; I asked  them  to  bring  forward  cases,  and  not  a single 
one  was  brought  forward. 

1299.  Do  you  know  a person  of  the  name  of  Welsh? — No,  sir. 

1300.  Mr.  Bellew.\  Was  not  the  fact,  that  the  regulations  were  different  from- 
what  they  had  been  the  year  before? — Yes. 

1301.  And 
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13°].  And  the  nomination  of  officers  was  placed  in  the  Board  of  Works  that 
had  been  in  the  relief  committee  ?— In  the  relief  committee  there  was  an  inspect- 
ing officer  the  year  before.  p 

did1?n°i84?fl”,”aW^  ^ ^ COmniittees  in  ,846  appoint  the  stewards  r— They 

not  telf*  ^ " hat  year  r_1 845  ’ bUt  1 M aS  not  en»aSed  ln  the  service,  and  I could 

Wh’ir„v^,eyrlhep0'ver  t0  afTint  stewards  in  1845,  and  in  part  or  the 
- 0 e °.f  cannot  answer  that  question;  I have  been  always  under  the 

impression,  whether  they  had  the  power  or  not,  that  they  did  it. 

1305.  At  what  period  ?— To  the  works  under  the  9 & 10  Viet.;  about  the 
beginning  of  September ; tins  is  merely  a matter  of  opinion  on  my  part 

1306.  You  believed  that  they  did? — Yes.  J F 

1307.  Do  you  mean  you  had  an  impression  and  belief,  that  during  the  whole 

of  iS43,  and  up  to  September  1846,  the  relief  committees  did  appoint  the 
stewards  on  these  works  ? — I had.  ^ 

1308.  After  that  time,  new  regulations  and  a new  system  made  that  practice 

cease.- — In  some  cases  it  was  enforced.  1 

Decfd°ediyWaS  ” °0t  practice  shouId  entirely  cease  after  that  period 

, a!iIOo  Mir'  BeIleW-]  Were  the  relief  committees  very  regularly  constituted  in 
1846  ; the  beginning  of  lS46?_I  really  cannot  say,  I was  not  in  the  service  at 
tnat  time. 

1311.  Chairman.}  Was  not  the  patronage  of  appointing  the  stewards  and  per- 
sons of  that  description  altogether  with  the  local  engineer  ? — I really  cannot  sav  • 
since  my  appointment  it  was,  but  I never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  stewards’ 

13'e.  Mr.  Solicila, -General.]  What  did  you  mean  when  the  patronao-e  was 
wrested  from  them,  which  you  say  made  them  very  sorer— The  patronage  was 
twofold;  first,  putting  on  whatever  persons  they  pleased  upon  the  relief  works  • 
offices  eC°nt’  y’  apP°lnting  whateTe''  persons  they  pleased  to  the  subordinate’ 

check  clerks  ^ mean  by  subordinate  offices>  the  stewards ’—Stewards  and 

1314.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  know  both  in  1845  and  1846  that  the  appoint- 

ment ot  such  persons  as  you  have  mentioned  was  entirely  with  the  local  en^i- 
neers : No,  sir,  I cannot  say  for  the  early  part  of  1846  nor  1845.  I was 
always  under  the  impression  that  the  committees  did,  in  fact,  everything  con- 
nected  with  the  relief  works  at  those  periods.  ° 

1315.  As  to  the  appointment  of  those  persons  as  well  as  other  matters  ?— A* 

to  the  appointment  of  such  persons  and  other  matters  ; whether  they  had  a rhdu 
to  do  so  I cannot  say.  ° 

1316.  After  the  inspector  was  appointed,  would  the  local  engineer  have  refused 
to  employ  anybody  unless  the  list  was  sanctioned  by  the  inspector  ?— He  ou«rht 
not  to  have  done  so  without  the  authority  of  the  inspector;  but  he  has  don? it 
under  peculiar  circumstances. 

1317.  To  any  great  amount? — It  has  been  sanctioned  to  a great  amount  for 
a certain  and  a limited  time. 

1318.  Has  he,  in  point  of  fact,  placed  a number  of  persons  on  and  given  them 
employment  without  the  list  being  sent  to  the  inspector? — He  has  in  a number  of 
instances  placed  them  on  the  works  on  the  list  of  the  committee,  and  in  some 
instances  with  the  sanction  of  the  inspecting  officer. 

1319-  Has  he  in  many  instances  done  so  without  the  sanction  of  the  inspecting: 
omcer,  and  on  his  own  responsibility  ?—  He  has  in  a good  many  cases. 

1320.  Had  he  any  authority  to  do  so? — No,  not  that  I am  aware  of. 

1321  . Has  he  been  told  that  was  wroDg?— He  has ; but  the  necessity  of  the 
case  justified  it.  J 

'322  .Now  at  the  top  of  page  5,  in  the  letter,  dated  Ennis,  1 8 December,  you 
state  vuth  regard  to  Mr.  Westropp’s.charges,  on  account  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s 
tenants,  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges  alluded 
to  and  at  the  end  of  that  letter  you  say,  “ it  is  utterly  impossible  to  come  at 
tacts  111  this  country,  from  the  insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence  that 
IdkTtir  3 casses  of  society."  Did  you  find  that  to  be,  in  practice,  the  fact?— 

0,1  °d'  r J323.  Have 
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1323.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  remark  of  yours  ? 
— Not  the  slightest  in  the  world. 

1324.  Will  you  look  at  the  next  letter,  dated  Ennis,  19  December  1846,  in 
which  vou  state,  “ I have  exposed  dishonesty,  injustice,  and  oppression  wherever 
I met  with  it,  without  regard  to  the  position  of  the  offender.”  Do  you  apply  that 
as  a General  remark,  or  do  you  mean  it  to  be  applicable  to  any  particular  indivi- 
duals’whom  you  have  exposed  ? — I applied  it  as  a general  remark,  as  applying  to 
every  committee  in  the  county,  wherever  I found  anything  coming  under  the  head 
which  I have  described  there. 

1325.  Do  you  mean  it  to  be  understood  by  that  expression,  that  you  have  on 
any  occasions  found  and  exposed  dishonesty,  injustice,  and  oppression  wherever 
you  met  with  it,  without  regard  to  the  position  of  the  offender,  in  persons  of  high 
position  in  society  ? — I meant  to  express,  that  wherever  I have  found  it  1 have 
exposed  it,  without  regard  to  the  position  of  the  persons. 

1326.  Have  you  found  out  and  exposed  that  in  persons  in  various  positions  in 
society,  and  some  of  them  in  a high  position  ? — I have. 

1327.  Mr . Stafford  O' Brien.]  By  exposing,  you  mean  communicating  to  the 
Government? — No;  bringing  it  to  light  in  committees  publicly:  where  I found 
a case  of  abuse,  no  matter  by  whom  it  was  practised,  I brought  it  forward  and 
made  it  as  public  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  make  it. 

1328.  Chairman .]  “I  have  displaced  upwards  of  9,400  persons  chosen  and 
placed  upon  the  works  by  the  several  committees  in  my  seven  baronies.  I have 
placed  on  the  lists  the  poor,  starving  labourers,  who  had  been  neglected  because 
nobody  had  any  direct  interest  in  their  welfare  ; and  I have  not  refused  employ- 
ment in  any  instance  to  real  destitution.”  Is  it  a fact  that  you  did  displace 
upwards  of  9,400  persons  in  these  seven  baronies? — It  is,  sir. 

1329.  How  many  of  those  9,400  were  residents  within  the  baronies  with  which- 
the  two  Members  for  Clare  had  any  connexion  ? — That  I cannot  say,  sir. 

1330.  About  how  many? — It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  ; I have  no  data  in 
these  baronies  to  go  upon. 

1331.  Are  not  the  names  of  residents  entered  in  some  weekly  pay  lists  ? — I 
am  not  aware  of  it ; it  was  no  part  of  my  business. 

1332.  Were  not  pay  lists  kept? — Pay  lists  were  kept. 

1333.  Did  not  these  pay  lists  contain  the  names  and  residences  of  persons 
placed  upon  the  works  ?—  I really  cannot  say. 

1334.  What  was  that  for? — For  the  purpose  of  being  forwarded  to  the  proper 
authorities. 

1335 . What  did  those  pay  lists  contain ; was  it  not  the  names  and  residences? 
— I really  cannot  give  you  any  information  on  the  subject  of  the  pay  lists ; I 
never  saw  them. 

1336.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  What  did  you  displace  from;  had  you  a list 
to  go  by  ? — No,  sir ; I displaced  them  from  the  work. 

1337.  Mr.  Stafford  O' Brian.]  How  did  you  arrive  at  the  numbers? — By  cal- 
culation made  at  the  time. 

1337*-  From  what? — From  various  information  I got  from  the  local  engi- 
neers, and  from  the  committees  themselves. 

1338.  And  lists? — Some  lists.  I can  show  yon  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
to  state  names  or  numbers. 

1339.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  There  must  be  a list  to  displace  from,  as  you 
say  you  placed  persons  in  the  list  ? — There  were  lists  in  some  cases ; in  others 
there  were  not  lists. 

1340.  Mr.  Bellew.  1 Were  not  there  orders  that  there  should  be  recommen- 
dation lists  sent  to  you  previous  to  men  being  put  upon  the  works  ? — There 
were. 

1341.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  That  relates  to  their  being  put  on?— Yes. 

1342.  Chainnan. ] Can  you  not,  from  those  lists,  ascertain  as  well  who  were 
put  on  as  who  were  put  off  ? — I never  saw  them  ; they  ought  to  be  sent  to  me, 
but  they  never  were  : tney  were  sent  out  at  once,  and  the  men  employed  upon 
them.  Had  they  come  to  me  regularly,  and  had  I then  called  for  a revision, 
and  compared  the  old  lists  with  the  new  ones,  I could  tell  the  circumstances 
and  the  names  of  tne  new  ones  ; but  instead  of  that  they  were  employed  upon 
the  works,  and  I never  saw  the  lists.  I have  collected  them  from  men  on  the 
works,  and  I have  some  which  will  show  the  impossibility,  on  my  part,  of  giving 
.the  names,  circumstances,  or  anything  else. 

1343.  Mr. 
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1343.  Belloc.]  What  did  you  judge  by? — I visited  a committee  when 
I went  to  the  country;  I found  by  the  returns  of  the  number  employed  on 
different  works,  furnished  me  by  the  local  engineers,  that  there  were  a great 
number  of  men  more  than  I should  be  authorized  to  sanction  the  employment 
of,  under  the  directions  upon  which  I was  acting  ; namely,  a certain  proportion  of 
the  census  of  1841.  I found  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
very  considerably.  I called  on  the  committees  to  reduce  this  number  to 
a certain  limit,  and  in  so  doing  to  bear  in  mind  the  directions  and  instructions 
of  the  committees,  and  also  the  explanation  that  I gave  of  them.  In  many 
cases  they  did  reduce  the  original  number  to  the  numbers  I stated  that  I could 
sanction  the  employment  of. 

1344.  In  conjunction  with  you  at  the  committee? — At  the  committee  ; and  in 
a case  at  Corofin  in  one  day  they  reduced  them  about  1,500  ; it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  give  all  the  names  of  them. 

J345*  Chairman .]  On  recollection,  can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of 
the  numbers,  or  nearly  the  numbers  so  displaced  in  any  part  of  the  two  baronies 
with  which  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  had  any  connexion? — I can,  sir, 
but  it  must  be  through  the  evidence  of  the  local  engineers  j I shall  be  able  to 
prove  3,000  in  Inchequin  and  Islands. 

1346.  Was  a single  man  removed  by  you,  either  at  Liscannor,  Fisher-street, 
or  Ennistimon,  or  Kilfinora  ? — There  were  220  at  Liscannor  struck  off  the  list 
furnished  to  me. 

1347.  Were  they  ever  on? — They  were  on  the  list  furnished  to  me. 

1348.  By  being  struck  off,  do  you  mean  they  were  on  the  works,  and  displaced; 
or  were  they  submitted  in  the  list,  and  never  put  on  ? — They  were  on  the  list,  and 
displaced. 

1349.  Tn  point  of  fact,  they  were  never  upon  the  works  ? — No,  sir. 

1350.  But  placed  on  the  lists  submitted  to  you  for  approval  ? — Yes,  sir. 

1351.  Was  that  at  Liscannor? — Yes,  sir. 

1352.  In  what  way  did  you  express  your  disapprobation  of  their  being  on  the 
list? — In  omitting  them  from  the  list  which  I sent  for  the  employment  of  the 
remainder. 

1353-  Did  you,  when  they  were  so  omitted,  send  the  revised  list  to  the  com- 
mittee at  Liscannor? — No  ; I had  orders  not  to  do  so. 

1354-  What  was  done  with  the  list  ? — The  list,  as  approved  by  me,  was  sent  to 
the  engineer  by  orders  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

3 355’  The  engineer  acted  upon  a revised  list? — Upon  the  revised  list. 

1356.  Then  these  names  you  struck  out  of  the  list  were  not  the  names  of 
persons  who  were  put  on  the  works  ? — No,  sir,  they  were  not ; I cannot  say 
whether  they  were  on  the  works,  because  it  was  a very  common  practice  to  put 
men  on  the  works  as  soon  as  they  were  placed  on  the  lists. 

*357-  Then  assuming  for  a moment  that  they  were  placed  on  the  lists  before 
the  lists  were  approved  of,  would  they  be  taken  off  the  works  as  soon  as  you 
had  struck  the  names  out  of  the  lists  ? — They  would,  sir ; or  at  least  they  ought 
to  be. 

1358-  Whether  that  was  so  or  not  you  cannot  say  ? — I cannot  say. 

*359-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Of  what  number  did  that  consist? — About  440, 

I believe. 

1360.  Mr.  Bellew.]  The  list  was  correctly  furnished  to  you  by  the  Liscannor 
committee  ? — It  was,  as  far  as  filling  up  the  recommendation  lists ; they  were 
sent  in  regular  forms. 

1361.  Generally  in  the  country,  in  your  district,  these  forms  were  not  filled 
up  ? — No. 

1362.  But  in  this  instance  they  were  ? — They  were,  sir. 

13^3-  Chairman .]  Were  the  names  in  the  lists  which  were  struck  off  supplied 
by  any  fresh  names  ? — No,  sir. 

1364.  Then  the  list  was,  in  point  of  fact,  reduced  ? — Yes,  sir,  it  was. 

1365-  Was  there  a set  of  lists  which  may  be  described  as  original  lists? — 
Yes,  sir. 

1366.  Were  there  any  names  struck  off  those  original  lists? — Not  by  me,  sir. 

1367.  By  anybody  ? — A great  many. 

1368.  Not  by  you  ?— -Not  by  me. 

j369*  Mere  the  lists  of  which  you  have  been  speaking,  of  which  you  struck 
off  half  the  names,  described  as  supplemental  lists? — They  were. 

O.103.  l 2 1370-  Are 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne.  1370.  Are  you  enabled  to  inform  the  Committee  how  many  names  were  struck 
off  the  original  lists  ? — No,  sir,  I am  not. 

11  May  1847.  3371.  Who  can  tell  the  Committee  that  fact? — Captain  Gordon. 

1372.  Mr.  S.  O'Brien .]  Can  you  tell  the  difference  between  supplemental  and 
original  lists  ? — The  difference  is  this ; the  original  lists  were  those  that  came  in 
first,  in  point  of  fact ; the  others  were  merely  additional  lists  after  the  others  had 
been  sanctioned,  containing  the  names  of  additional  applicants  for  employment,  and 
nothing  more. 

1373.  Chairman.']  Will  you  look  at  an  expression  in  that  letter  which  we  are 
now  examining : “ 1 have  displaced  upwards  of  9,400  persons  chosen  and  placed 
upon  the  works  by  several  committees.”  I understood  you  to  state  those  persons 

. never  were  placed  on  the  works,  except  in  some  instances  of  which  you  were  not 
aware ; will  you  explain  what  you  mean,  that  these  were  chosen  and  placed  on  the 
works  ? — I mean  by  that  they  were  selected  for  working  and  placed  on  lists  ; in  the 
literal  sense  of  the  words  I am  wrong  when  I say  placed  on  the  works,  because  the 
committees  had  nothing  to  do  with  placing  men  on  the  works. 

1374.  Mr.  S.  O'Brien.]  They  were  at  work? — They  were  at  work,  sir. 

3375.  Chairman.]  I think  in  your  former  answer  you  stated  that  these  persons 
were  placed  on  the  lists,  but  not  the  works,  except  perhaps  in  some  cases,  of 
which  you  could  give  no  distinct  evidence,  where  persons  were  placed  on  the 
works  improperly  before  the  lists  were  approved : now  how  do  you  mean  to  state 
the  fact? — I mean  to  explain  a mistake  I made  here,  in  saying  “placed  upon  the 
works,”  where  the  committees  had  no  right,  or  it  was  no  part  of  their  duty,  to 
place  men  on  the  works  ; but  it  was  their  part  to  place  them  on  the  list,  and  the  en- 
gineer’s to  place  them  on  the  works  ; and  therefore  I say  I made  a mistake,  and 
used  the  word  “works”  instead  of  “lists.” 

3376.  Am  I to  understand  you  to  state,  there  being  a slight  mistake  in  the 
expression,  “ Placed  upon  the  works,”  that  in  point  of  fact  they  were  placed  upon 
the  lists  for  the  purpose  of  being  placed  on  the  works,  and  some  of  them  were 
placed  on  the  works  before  they  should  have  been,  and  before  the  lists  were 
revised  ; that  is,  put  to  work  ? — Put  to  work. 

3377.  Have  I stated  what  you  mean? — Yes. 

3378.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  They  were  at  work  on  the  roads  irregularly  be- 
fore they  were  on  the  works  on  your  list  ? — They  were,  sir. 

3379.  Mr.  Bellew.]  I think  you  stated  the  men  were  put  off  the  works  because 
vou  considered  them  improper  objects,  not  because  there  could  not  be  work  got 
for  them  ? — Yes,  exactly.  May  I interrupt  you,  to  prevent  any  mistake  ? I wish 
to  be  as  correct  as  I can.  I fancy  the  impression  on  the  Committee  may  be 
erroneous,  from  what  I said,  namely,  that  the  committee  never  put  men  on  the 
works ; for  I have  an  instance  of  a member  of  a committee  making  a list  of 
several  hundreds  of  men,  and  proceeding  to  the  works  and  putting  the  men  on 
himself,  without  anybody’s  authority  but  his  own  ; so  I would  not  be  understood 
to  say  that  committees,  or  members  of  committees,  did  not  put  men  on  the  works 
themselves. 

3380.  Did  you  keep  no  copy  of  those  lists  in  the  case  of  Liscannor  ; here  is  a 
specimen  of  a recommendation  list  from  Kilmealy  ? — Exactly ; that  I sent  to  the 
Board  of  Works. 

3381.  You  have  no  lists  similar  to  that  from  Liscannor? — No,  sir,  I have  not; 

I never  got  but  two  sets  of  lists  from  Liscannor ; one,  two  months  after  I went 
there,  and  the  other  a supplemental  list.  I had  no  opportunity,  up  to  the  31st  of 
December,  of  investigating  the  lists. 

3382.  So  far  as  furnishing  the  list,  Liscannor  was  a favourable  exception?— 
When  they  did  come,  they  certainly  were;  they  had  been  made  out  in  the  proper 
form. 

13^3-  Chairman.]  Was  Captain  Bayley  inspector  before  you  were  sent  to 
Clare? — He  was,  sir. 

3384.  At  Clare? — The  western  division  of  Clare. 

3385.  Were  any  persons  removed  by  you  from  the  list  from  Fisher-street?— 

I never  removed  any  from  Fisher-street ; nor  did  I ever  see  a list,  except  the  one 
I have  got  here. 

3386.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  You  have  stated  you  have  got  a list  from  Liscannor? 
— I have,  sir. 

3387.  Are  they  to  be  forthcoming? — They  are,  sir. 
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138S.  Chairman.']  Do  you  produce  any  list  from  Liscannor  relief  committee?  capt  E Wv 
I do,  sir,  all  I ever  received.  p J 

1389.  Now,  I ask  you  as  to  Ennistimon  ; did  you  receive  any  list  from  Ennis-  11  May  184 
timon  ? — I did,  sir. 

1390.  Did  you  strike  off  any  names  from  those  lists  ? — I did,  sir. 

1391.  How  many? — I cannot  tell  at  present ; those  lists  have  been  cancelled 
altogether,  inasmuch  as  they  were  issued  by  me  under  an  erroneous  impression ; 
they  were  sent  to  me  as  original  lists,  and  as  such  would  conceal  the  outstanding 
lists  or  authorities  for  employment;  whereas  I found  they  ought  to  have  been  sent 
as  supplemental  lists ; the  committee  continued  to  act  on  those  at  the  time  out- 
standing, without  giving  me  any  information  on  the  subject. 

1392.  Were  the  whole  of  those  lists  from  Ennistimon  cancelled? — The  whole 
of  the  lists  I had  sanctioned  were  cancelled. 

1 393-  Were  any  fresh  lists  made  out  ? — My  successor,  Captain  Gordon,  I be- 
lieve, made  out  fresh  lists. 

1394.  What  became  of  the  persons  whose  names  were  in  those  lists  which 
you  say  were  cancelled,  in  the  intermediate  time  ? — I cannot  say. 

1 395.  Were  they  employed  on  the  works? — No,  not  one;  it  was  a very  short 
time  before  I left  that  the  lists  were  sent  to  me. 

139f>-  What  length  of  time  elapsed  between  your  cancelling  those  lists  and 
fresh  lists  being  made  out  ? — I am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question,  inas- 
much as  fresh  lists  were  made  out  by  Captain  Gordon. 

J397-  Were  any  of  those  men  put  to  work  before  you  cancelled  the  lists? — 

No,  sir ; Captain  Gordon  prevented  the  employment ; having  discovered  that 
the  original  lists  were  being  acted  upon  at  the  time,  he  cancelled  the  supple- 
mental list  at  once. 

1398.  And  Kilfinora? — I had,  but  they  were  sent  to  me  in  such  away  that 
I returned  them,  stating  that  I would  not  be  warranted  in  issuing  employment 
lists  upon  them,  in  consequence  of  their  not  containing  the  necessary  information. 

1399.  Were  they  informal? — They  were,  sir. 

1400.  So  that  you  considered  they  could  not  be  acted  upon  ? — No. 

1401 . Were  they  ever  acted  upon  ? — So  far  not  acted  upon  that  I did  not  issue 
employment  lists  upon  them. 

1402.  Were  the  men  not  employed  whose  names  appeared  upon  them  ? — They 
were. 

1403.  All  the  time? — All  the  time. 

1404.  And  received  pay? — And  received  pay. 

1405.  On  what  authority  were  they  employed,  if  you  did  not  sanction  the  lists? 

—They  were  employed  on  no  legitimate  authority;  they  were  employed  because,  if 
disemployed,  they  would  have  starved. 

1406.  That  is  the  engineer’s  opinion  ? — That  is  what  he  states  to  me. 

1407.  And  on  the  engineer’s  responsibility  he  continued  them,  although  their 
■employment  was  not  authorized? — Yesj  in  point  of  fact,  the  whole  of  the  men 
employed  in  Ivillilagh  and  Fish-street  relief  districts  were  employed  without  any 
proper  authority  ; that  is  just  the  state  of  the  case. 

1408.  If  you  look  at  the  next  paragraph  in  your  letter  below  your  mention  of 
having  displaced  so  many  persons,  you  find,  “ I was  well  aware  this  course  would 
not  be  a popular  one,  but  I have  pursued  it  steadily  and  perseveringly,  notwith- 
standing the  direct  and  indirect  menaces  of  Major  Macnamara  and  of  others,  who 
might  be  expected  to  show  a better  example  to  the  people.”  Will  you  state  to 
the  Committee  what  ground  you  had  for  that  assertion,  and  what  were  the  direct 
or  indirect  menaces  of  Major  Macnamara? — This  was  in  reply  to  a letter  for- 
warded to  me  from  the  Board  of  Works,  which  letter  had  been  written  by  Major 
Macnamara  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  begging  that  another  officer  might  be  sent  to 
Liscannor,  as,  in  fact,  my  going  there  might  endanger  my  life.  I consider  one 
of  them  was  contained  in  that  letter  of  Major  Macnamara. 

1409.  Will  you  state  what  it  was  ? — The  statement  of  Major  Macnamara 
that  my  life  would  be  in  danger  if  I went  on  such  an  expedition  as  attending 
the  meeting  at  Liscannor,  where  I proposed  to  go,  in  discharge  of  my  duties,  a 
day  or  two  afterwards. 

141 0.  W as  that  not  rather  a warning  than  a menace  ? — I may  have  misapplied 
the  word  menace  ; but  that  was  the  view  I took  of  it. 

1411.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  the  letter  of  Major  Macnamara  to  Mr. 

Labouchere  published  at  that  time  ? — No,  sir,  it  was  referred  to  me, 

°*105-  l 3 1412.  Had 
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1412.  Had  it  appeared  in  the  paper  ? — No. 

1413.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara  at  the 
meeting  in  your  mind  at  the  time  you  spoke  of  the  direct  and  indirect  menaces 
of  Major  Macnamara  ? — It  was,  sir ; I considered  that  the  whole  conduct  of 
Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  was  calculated  to  intimidate  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Works. 

1414.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Is  that  what  you  mean  by  the  direct  menaces  : there 
are  two  descriptions  of  menaces  here  specified  ; one  is  the  direct,  and  the  other 
indirect ; in  the  direct  menaces  you  seem  to  include  the  letter  of  Major  Mac- 
namara of  the  12th  of  December;  now,  what  were  the  indirect  menaces? — 
The  conduct  of  the  Honourable  Member  towards  me,  and  towards  the  other 
officers. 

1415.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  conduct,  and  when  and  where? — I can- 
not specify  any  particular  part ; but  the  whole  of  their  conduct  at  the  meeting 
of  the  1 oth. 

1416.  Sir  J.  PFalsh-2  You  use  the  words,  “direct”  and  “indirect:”  when 
you  use  the  words  “ direct  menace,”  did  you  refer  particularly  to  what  passed 
at  the  meeting  of  the  1 oth  December  ? — I did,  sir. 

1417.  You  referred  to  the  bearing  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare 
towards  you  at  that  meeting? — Yes,  sir. 

141 8.  That  was  one  mode  in  your  mind  in  which  you  used  the  word  “ direct”? 
— Exactly. 

1419.  Was  there  any  other  on  which  they  used  direct  menaces  to  you,  or  did 
you  refer  to  that  meeting? — Yes. 

1420.  And  you  refer  to  nothing  else? — No,  I do  not  think  I did  refer  to 
anything  else  at  that  time. 

1421.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Was  not  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  there  also  ? — He 
was,  sir. 

1422.  Why  did  you  leave  his  name  out  ? — It  was  in  answer  to  a letter  of 
Major  Macnamara’s  I wrote,  and  that  was  the  reason  ; but  at  this  distance  of 
time  I cannot  exactly  explain  why  I left  out  Mr.  O’Brien. 

1423.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Direct  menace  is  something  of  a personal  character, 
that  ought  to  be  impressed  onjyour  mind  ? — Nothing  could  be  of  a more  per- 
sonal character  than  that  which  I complain  of  at  that  particular  meeting,  where 
they  threatened  to  turn  me  out,  and  to  kick  me  out  of  the  room  ; that  is  a 
specific  menace  of  a most  personal  description. 

1424.  I think  you  have  stated  you  were  not  clear  in  your  recollection  that 
the  two  Members  for  Clare  were  parties  to  that  threat  of  kicking  you  out  of  the 
room?— I think  I stated  I could  not  take  upon  myself  to  say  they  shook  their 
fists  at  me ; but  that  they  took  part  I have  no  hesitation  whatsoever  in  stating. 

1425.  What  was  that  part  ?— The  general  cry  of,  “Turn  him  out;”  “He 
sha’nt  be  heard “ He  does’nt  deserve  to  be  heard.” 

1426.  Did  you  hear  them  join  in  that  cry  ? — I think  I can  take  upon  myself 
to  say  I did  hear  them  join  in  it. 

1427.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Did  either  of  the  two  Members  for  Clare  say  any 
words  to  that  effect  ? — I heard  the  words  most  distinctly,  “ He  must  not  be 
heard;”  “Turn  him  out.” 

1428.  From  one  or  other  ? — From  one  or  other;  I think  from  both. 

1429.  Sir  J.  WaZsfi.]  When  you  came  to  the  word  “contempt,”  which  you 
explained  afterwards  you  did  not  use,  you  say,  in  the  sense  they  attach  to  it, 
several  gentlemen  got  up  from  their  chairs,  and  all  approached  you  and  made 
a sort  of  circuit  round  you  ? — Yes,  sir. 

1430.  .Can  you  state  whether  the  two  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  kept 
their  chairs,  or  whether  they  were  among  the  gentlemen  who  insulted  you  upon 
that  occasion  ? — I can  clearly  state  they  did  not  keep  their  chairs,  and  that  they 
were  amongst  the  gentlemen  who  insulted  me  on  that'  day. 

1431.  There  was  a good  deal  of  disturbance,  I suppose  ?— A great  deal. 

3432.  You  cannot  undertake  to  say  whether  those  gentlemen  were  among 

those  who  directly  menaced  you  by  shaking  their  fists  at  you  ? — I cannot  say 
the  particular  act  of  shaking  their  fists  at  me  was  performed  by  those  honourable 
gentlemen. 

3 433-  You  are  clear  they  were  amongst  those  who  came  round  and  used 
menacing  gestures? — 1 am  perfectly  clear  as  to  that ; I stood  at  one  corner  of 
the  table,  and  the  gentlemen  who  left  their  seats  came  in  front  of  me. 

1434.  Mr. 
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1434*  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  I apprehend  you  rightlv  yesterday,  that 
almost  every  gentleman  left  his  seat  and  shook  his  fists  at  you  ?— ' The  great 
majority ; there  were  some  who  did  not,  who  I think  were  inclined  to  take  my 
part,  and  who  told  me  so  afterwards. 

1 4:35 ■ Did  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  take  your  part? — No,  sir;  quite 
the  reverse. 

M3'!'  Did  not  Major  Macnamara  afterwards  obtain  for  you  a hearing  ? 

No;  Archdeacon  Whitty  did. 

1437.  Chairman .]  You  mentioned  the  direct  and  indirect  means  of  Major 
Macnamara  and  others ; do  you  mean  the  word  “ others”  to  apply  to  the  gentle- 
men present  who  composed  that  meeting,  and  acted  in  the  way  you  have 
described  ?■ — I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  who  I meant  by  that. 

1 438.  Who  were  they  ?— The  Honourable  Member  for  Clare  was  one  of  them, 
and  tile  two  brothers  of  Major  Macnamara,  who  took  a very  decided  part.  I can 
have  no  hesitation  whatsoever  ill  describing  their  conduct  as  being  the  most 
violent  I ever  saw  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life ; there  can  be  no  hesitation  on 
my  part  in  describing  their  conduct. 

M39-  Among  the  indirect  menaces,  you  have  mentioned  the  letter  from  Major 
Macnamara  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  of  the  12th  December;  the  expression  is, 
“I lrust you  will  agree  in  the  propriety  of  having  some  other  person  besides  Mr. 
Wynne  appointed  to  preside  on  that  occasion ; indeed  it  would  not  be  safe  for 
that  gentleman  to  come  among  persons  who  are  disposed  to  resent  the  insult 
offered  to  them  all  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien.”  Is  not  that  rather  a caution 
than  a menace? — There  may  be  many  views  taken  of  that ; but  the  impression  on 
my  mind  was,  that  it  was  not  so. 

1440.  Have  you  still  the  impression  that  is  what  you  deem  an  indirect  menace  ? 
— Y es,  sir. 

1441.  After  these  violent  and  stormy  meetings  did  you  not  meet  Mr.  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  on  the  17th  December  ? — I did,  sir. 

144'2-  Did  you  on  that  occasion  shake  hands  with  him? — I did,  sir;  after  the 
meeting. 


1443.  You  have  not,  in  the  letter  of  the  19th,  mentioned  that  circumstance  ? 
— No,  I did  not  consider  it  necessary ; it  was  a mere  short  report. 

1444.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  came  you  to  shake  hands  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ? — Some  gentlemen  proposed  that  we  should,  or  he  offered  me 
his  hand  ; I cannot  state  the  exact  circumstance. 

1445-  Chairman.]  Was  it  an  offer  of  reconciliation  after  the  violent  proceedings 
of  the  preceding  week  ?— I took  it  as  such ; I explained  too  on  that  occasion 
that  I merely  acted  in  discharge  of  my  duties ; that  it  was  a disagreeable  duty, 
and  that  I had  no  choice.  The  report  will  dome  justice : the  report  can  be  sub- 
stantiated by  Mr.  Russell. 

J446.  Had  you  at  any  time  any  personal  feelings  of  animosity  ao-ainst  either  of 
the  Honourable  Members?— Quite  the  reverse;  I should  have  come  into  their 
county,  from  my  previous  knowledge  of  Major  Macnamara,  much  disposed,  from  the 
character  I always  heard  ot  him,  and  from  having  met  him  before  in  society,  to  meet 
him  upon  friendly  terms.  I had  heard  him  highly  spoken  of;  and  I was  disposed  to 
to  be  on  the  same  terms  with  him  as  I was  with  every  gentleman  in  the  countv  of 
his  own  rank.  \V  ith  regard  to  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  I knew  nothing  whatsoever 
of  him.  The  first  day  I met  him  he  did  me  the  honour  to  ask  me  to  dinner;  we 
never  met  afterwards  till  we  met  at  Corofin ; and  the  first  remark  I made  on  that 
occasion  elicited  from  him  that  he  was  insulted  by  the  Government  and  their 
oiiicers.  1 had  no  reason  whatsoever,  from  any  circumstance  that  ever  occurred 
up  to  that  moment,  to  suppose  that  Mr.  O’Brien  and  I would  not  be  as  <rood 
friends  as  any  other  gentleman  and  I,  in  the  same  county  and  in  the  same  stand- 
ing m society. 

-144- . Were  you  then,  throughout  your  services  there,  disposed  to  entertain 
tbe  same  feelings,  where  such  feelings  did  not  interfere  with  the  execution  of  your 
duty  ?• — Decidedly  I was,  sir.  J 

1445.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  After  the  meeting  at  Corofin,  to  the  time  von 
left  the  county,  did  you  receive  from  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare-  coun- 
noT'rir  and  CO'°PerMlon’  and  you  expected  when  you  went  there? — I did 

v 144?'  ®‘d  y°u  ^nd  t*!at  other  gentlemen  of  property  and  station  in  the  county 
showed  you  countenance,  and  gave  you  their  help  and  co-operation  ?— I did,  sir. 

■10>  L 4 1450.  Did 
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1450.  Did  you  find  some  others  besides  the  Honourable  Members  who  did  not 
so? — I did,  sir  ; but  I cannot  say  in  the  same  rank  in  society. 

1451.  You  have  mentioned  Major  Macnamara’s  two  brothers? — They  op- 
posed  me  ; they  took  quite  the  opposite  part  to  the  generality  of  the  gentlemen. 

1452.  Do  you  consider  that  your  services  could  have  been  better  performed 
had  you  received  the  countenance  and  co-operation  of  gentlemen  in  their  station 
in  society  ? — I do,  sir,  decidedly ; it  was  essential  to  my  services. 

1453.  I do  not  mean  for  your  comfort  personally,  but  for  your  public  services? 
— For  my  public  services. 

1454-  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  you  continued  disposed  to  entertain 
the  feelings  of  friendliness  and  goodwill  towards  these.  Honourable  Members, 
wherever  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  due  execution  of  your  duty ; do  you 
not  think  that  the  Members  for  Clare  entertained  similar  feelings  of  friendliness 
and  goodwill  towards  you,  wherever  those  feelings  did  not  interfere  with  their 
duty  in  protecting  and  watching  over  the  interests  of  the  poorer  classes  of  then- 
district  ? — I cannot  say  the  reverse ; nor  have  I ever  given  the  opinion  that  they 
did  entertain  the  opposite  feelings  towards  me. 

1455.  Did  they  not,  in  the  various  scenes  of  discussion  and  excitement,  pro- 
less  to  be  bound  by  their  duty  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  poorer  classes, 
and  to  protect  them  during  the  great  distress  under  which  they  were  placed? — 
No  doubt,  sir. 

1456.  Did  they  not  profess,  that  in  the  opposition  they  offered  on  some  occa- 
sions to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  they  were  ac- 
tuated by  a desire  to  protect  and  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  poorer  classes 
in  their  districts? — They  did. 

1457.  Mr.  Repton .]  Should  you  have  alluded  in  these  letters  of  yours  specially 
to  your  entertaining  no  private  feeling  of  ill-will  towards  the  Honourable  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  ; should  you  have  entered  into  that  subject  if  you  had  been  aware 
these  letters  were  to  be  published  ? — No,  sir,  I do  not  think  I should ; because  I 
should  never  have  supposed  the  officers  of  the  Board  would  conceive  I could  be 
actuated  by  private  motives  in  the  discharge  of  a public  duty  which  left  me  but 
one  course  to  take. 

1458.  Chairman .]  Do  you  remember,  at  the  meeting  on  the  10th  December, 
that  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  applied  to  the  chairman  to  bind  you  over  to  keep 
the  peace  ? — I do,  sir. 

1459.  On  what  occasion  was  that  ? — On  the  occasion  of  my  making  use  of  the 
term  “contempt.” 

1460.  If  the  Members  for  the  county  of  Clare  had  desired  to  see  you  injured 
at  the  meeting  of  the  10th  December,  had  they  not  the  power  to  have  done  so? 
— In  five  minutes  they  might  have  had  me  torn  to  atoms. 

1461.  Did  they  not  assist  in  protecting  you  from  actual  violence  ? — They  took 
no  part  whatsoever  in  protecting  me ; they  took  no  steps  whatsoever,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  one  way  or  the  other.  I left  the  room  and  left  them  sitting 
in  the  jury-room,  and  I was  brought  out  by  Mr.  Davis  and  one  or  two  others 
through  the  crowd,  and  went  down  to  Mr.  Millett’s  lodgings,  followed  by  an 
immense  mob  of  people. 

1462.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  that  crowd  of  people  that  followed  you  commit 
any  act  of  personal  violence  upon  you  ? — No,  sir,  none. 

1463.  If  there  was  such  a disposition,  I presume  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
their  doing  so  ? — There  was  nothing  to  prevent  them,  except  that  I was  pre- 
pared to  resist  anything  of  the  sort. 

1464.  What  number  do  you  suppose  the  crowd  consisted  of? — Several 
hundreds. 

1465.  Then,  of  course,  any  personal  resistance  of  yours  could  be  of  no  avail  ? 
— It  might  be  against  individuals  ; however,  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  what 
the  result  would  be. 

1466.  Chairman .]  It  must  have  been  fatal  ? — No  doubt. 

3467.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Did  they  hoot  more  or  less  ? — They  did,  sir. 

2468.  Did  they  do  anything  else? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

3469.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  You  have  answered  the  Chairman  that  Mr. 
Cornelius  O’Brien  interfered  to  have  you  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  ? — Yes, 
sir. 

1470.  Was  that  after  he  had  addressed  the  terms  “ foul  conspiracy  ” to  you  ? — R 
was,  sir. 

1471.  Have 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE'S  LETTERS.  81 

'471.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  terms  “foul  conspiracy”  were  applied 
directly  to  you  ? — I have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

1472.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  he  asked  you  to  be  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace  alter  he  had  expressed  himself  so  to  you,  as  you  told  us  yesterday,  to  make 
it  a personal  matter  ?— I have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

1473-  Then  after  having,  by  his  expression,  made  you  to  understand  it  was 
a personal  matter,  he  called  upon  the  chairman  to  bind  you  over  to  keep  the 
peace  r it  was  on  a former  occasion  that  he  gave  me  to  understand  it  was  a per- 
sonal matter.  F 

1474.  But  it  was  at  Ennistimon,  was  it  not,  that  he  mentioned  the  words  “ foul 
conspiracy  { — It  was,  sir. 

*475-  Did  lie  address  this  to  you  ? — I conceived  he  meant  me,  by  first  men- 
tiomng  toul  conspiracy,”  and  then  saying,  “I  do  not  care  who  takes  it  to 
nimselr. 

1476.  Have  you  any  doubt,  in  the  expression  that  he  used  at  that  time,  that 
fie  intended  10  convey  to  you  a personal  meaning:-  — No  doubt  of  it,  sir. 

1477.  Chait'man.]  Did  you  not  understand  the  expression  “conspiracy”  to 
apply  to  Dea  11  b tack  pool  e and  Mr.  Westropp,  or  to  those  of  his  tenants  who  made 
the  charge  against  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  which  he  said  was  unfounded  ?— They 
were  included  111  it,  but  he  particularly  specified  the  Board  of  Works;  he  stated 
his  reasons  why  the  Board  of  Works  did  not  send  him  a letter,  as  they  would  have 
done  it  lie  had  not  opposed  their  officers  on  different  occasions;  from  what 
occurred,  there  could  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  the  remark  was 
addressed  to  me,  “ I do  not  care  who  takes  it  to  himself.” 

1478.  At  what  meeting  did  that  occur?— At  that  meeting,  on  that  particular 

occasion.  0 r 

M79-  W hich  meeting? — The  ioth  December  we  are  speaking  of 
14CU.  At  Ennistimon  ; — At  Ennistimon. 

148t.  At  what  meetnig  was  it  that  you  considered  it  to  be  made  a personal 
mattei  by  Air.  OBrtenr— He  alluded  to  it  at  three  different  meetings;  the  first 
occasion  was  at  Corohn,  when  he  asked  me  directly,  twice,  if  I addressed  myself 
personally  to  him.  J 

1482.  When  was  that  at  Corofin  ? -The  30th  of  November. 

1483.  W as  there  any  other  time  at  which  he  used  the  same  expression,  making 
ita  personal  matter.— On  the 4th  December,  in  addressing  the  people,  he  said  lie 
was  obliged  to  ask  me  if  I meant  to  be  personal  on  the  occasion  at  Corofin. 

1484.  Any  other  time  ? — On  the  10th  December,  the  day  I allude  to  he 
made  use  ot  the  language  1 speak  of ; namely,  that  it  was  a foul  and  malicious 
conspu-acy  got  up  against  him;  that  Dean  Stackpoole,  Mr.  Westropp,  and 
the  Board  of  Works  were  concerned  in  it;  that  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  Board 
of  Works  should  take  such  a part,  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  that  he  had 
shown  to  their  officers ; that  tt  he  had  nut  shown  that  opposition  to  their  officers, 
Alt.  Walker,  the  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Works,  would  have  shown  him  the 
against^him  "m‘nS  h'm  the  first  instance  before  such  charge  was  preferred 

1485-  Did  he  say  anything  at  that  meeting  as  to  its  being  made  a personal 
matter  between  you  and  him  : — So  far,  that  when  he.  bad  explained,  as  I say,  the 
parties  to  the  conspiracy,  he  said  it  was  a conspiracy  of  the  Board  Works,  and  he 
did  not  care  who  took  it  to  himself. 

Precisely1’  What  J°U  mean  ^ il  ™s  made  a Personal  matter?— 

1487-  He  did  not  say  he  considered  it  a personal  matter  between  you  aud  him » 

— JNo,  except  by  implication.  J 

1 1488.  Mr  Solicitor-General.]  Had  you  any  doubt  that  he  addressed  himself 
SO  to  you  I do  not  care  who  takes  it  to  himself;”  that  he  meant  that  to  be 

ther  - mal  fl  betwee"  y™  a,ld  him  t-Most  decidedly  ; I asked  him  on  ano- 

ther  occasion  if  I were  mistaken. 

nve'r4t8o  l Ho"  s00n  aftar  ll;at to  it  be  called  on  a magistrate  present  to  bind  you 
over  to  keep  the  peace  ?-l  should  say  about  two  minutes. 

1490.  Were  you  on  that  occasion  at  all  violent  ?-I  think  I was  pretty  nearly 

roudnc,ah,  iT.h'n  KS  m°ment,-  1 WouId  ra,her  not  8ive  an  opinion  on  my  own 
conduct,  but  I shall  bring  gentlemen  who  were  present. 

1401.  f wish  uclr  .1. ...  . .•  r , 


491.  I wish  to  ask  you  another  question  ; did  you  hear  the  chairman  say 
more  violent  than  Captain  Wynne?—— I never  heard  the 
M 1 • 


that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  more 
0.105. 


chairman 
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chairman  say  anything  of  the  sort ; nor  did  I ever  hear  of  his  attributing  violence 
of  any  sort  to  me. 

1492.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  “We  are  threatened  a good  deal;”  has  that 
reference  to  anything  in  particular,  or  is  it  general  matter? — General  matter. 

1493.  What"  were  they  ? — -Threats- from  the  men,  when  we  went  on  the  works, 
that  if  they  were  not  allowed  to  do  so  and  so  they  would  rob  and  steal  and  murder. 

1494.  Mr.  Belleu ;.]  What  were  the  abuses  you  alluded  to  in  the  last  line  ? — 
Sending  me  lists  that  were  perfectly^nintelligible,  and  not  answering  my  commu- 
nications of  any  sort  or  kind.  It  was  particularly  in  respect  to  Carrigholt. 

1495.  Chairman .]  Will  you  look  at  the  next  letter,  “Ennis,  22  December;” 
you  there  say  you  have  sent  specimens  of  the  lists,  “and  the  frightful  amount  of 
family  they  give  to  each  individual ; ” was  there  a frightful  amount  of  family 
given  to  each  individual  ? — There  was,  sir ; the  list  is  given  in  the  Blue  Book. 

1496.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  amount  given  to  each  family  was 
fraudulently  and  improperly  given? — I have,  sir. 

1497.  In  many  instances  ? — In  that  particular  list? 

1498.  In  many  instances  in  that  list? — Yes. 

1499.  Were  there  instances  of  these  fraudulent  attempts,  and  a great  number 
of  instances,  in  that  list? — I was  under  that  impression. 

1500.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  it  now? — No,  sir,  I have  not. 

1501.  You  stated  further,  that  you  had  received  applications  after  you  had 
provided  a supply  for  the  parish,  and  issued  employment  lists  to  the  amount  of 
770,  which  you  considered  quite  sufficient;  did  you  receive  such  applications? — 
Yes,  I did,  sir. 

1502.  To  a great  number? — To  a considerable  number;  these  lists  were  part 
of  these  applications. 

1503.  You  state,  “The  information  contained  in  those  sheets  is  false,  though 
signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  but  I have  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining this  fact  on  so  large  a scale.”  Have  you  any  doubt  whatever  of  your 
statement  being  in  accordance  with  the  fact  of  the  information  contained  in 
those  lists  to  you,  signed  by  the  chairman,  a Protestant  clergyman  ? — I was  not 
certain  ; I could  give  you  my  grounds  for  stating  it. 

1504.  You  state  the  fact  to  be  as  you  believed  it,  in  saying  that  you  cannot 
ascertain  it  on  so  large  a scale ; have  you  any  doubt  of  the  fact,  but  you  could  not 
ascertain  it,  for  the  reasons  assigned  ? — I could  not  ascertain  it. 

15°5-  You  say  you  are  certain  the  information  is  false  ; do  you  think  now  that 
it  was  false? —I  do  believe  it  to  be  false. 

1506.  Mr.  W.  / 'VillianiA. .]  What  is  your  ground  for  believing  so  ? — I had  it  from 
the  very  best  authority  that  I conceived  I could  have  it  from ; for  on  that  day 
I ascertained  from  the  person  that  I conceived  to  be  the  best  able  to  give  me  the 
information,  namely,  a gentleman  who  had  been  secretary  to  the  relief  com- 
mittee the  preceding  year,  and  who  had  taken  a census  of  the  families,  and  who 
was  present ; he  gave  me  that  information.  I ' also  went  to  some  of  the  appli- 
cants, who  were  in  crowds  round  the  house,  and  called  out  the  names  of  1 0 of 
them,  I suppose,  and  1 said,  “ What  does  your  family  consist  of?”  I do  not 
think  there  was  one  instance  in  which  they  did  not  give  me  a number  different 
from  that  I found  in.  the  list. 

1507.  What  was  the  name  of  that  secretary? — Mr.  Whitstone. 

1508.  Sir  J.  Walsh.']  I understand  you  went  with  this  list  to  the  parish  ? — No, 
sir ; this  was  a list  for  additional  employment ; the  applicants  were  at  my  house, 
some  of  them  in  my  house,  on  the  staircase,  at  that  time. 

15°9 ; You  called  out  their  names? — Some  of  the  persons  whose  names  were 
in  the  list  were  present ; I called  out  several,  and  they  stated  exactly  what  I say. 

15^0.  They  stated  a smaller  number? — Decidedly  a smaller  number;  and 
I believe,  in  some  cases,  about  half  the  number. 

1511-  Can  you  refer  to  any  particular  names  now;  can  you  recal  any  person? 
“ “No,  sir,  I cannot;  I merely  put  the  list  into  an  envelope,  and  sent  it  up  to  the 
Board  of  Works. 

1512.  After  having  heard  the  evidence  of  the  persons  whose  names  appear 
on  this  list,  that  their  families  were  not  so  numerous  as  they  appeared  upon 
the  list,  you  then  conceived  you  had  sufficient  grounds  for  saying  you  were 
certain  the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  was  false? — Exactly  so. 

15 13..  Having  received  the  evidence  of  the  parties  themselves,  those  parties 

being 
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being  the  most  interested  in  making  their  family  as  large  as  they  could,  and 
having  stated  they  were  fewer  in  family  than  appeared  in  the  lists? — Yes, 
together  with  the  information  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Whitstone,  who  the  year 
bet'ore  had  been  secretary  to  the  relief  district  of  which  these  very  men  were 
resident. 

1514.  Have  you  made  out  this  list? — They  were  made  out  in  committee,  as 
well  as  I could  ascertain. 

1515.  Mr.  Borthcick. ] Can  you  give  'he  Committee  an  idea  of  the  number 
to  whom  you  put  that  question  generally? — I daresay  12  or  14. 

151b.  Oid  you  put  the  question  to  any  who  gave  you  an  answer  similar  to 
that  which  was  in  the  list  ? — I do  not  think  there  was  one ; there  were  a great 
many  names  called  on  who  were  not  present,  but  I do  not  think  there  was  one 
who  gave  an  answer  similar  to  that  in  the  list. 

1517.  Did  any  one  give  you  a larger  number  than  that  in  the  list? — No,  sir, 
1 do  not  think  they  did ; I think  they  were  all  under ; indeed,  the  list  speaks 
for  itself. 

1518.  You  held  the  list  in  your  hand  ? — Yes. 

1519.  You  hehl  the  list,  and  called  out  the  name,  “ how  many  of  you  in 
family  ”?  and  the  answer  was  uniformly  a smaller  number  than  that  you  found 
in  the  list  opposite  the  name? — Exactly;  that  was  only  one  out  of  a number 
of  lists;  there  were  10  or  12  such  lists  as  that,  and  I think  I sent  three  of  them 
to  the  Board  of  Works;  there  is  only  one  I see  printed. 

1 520.  Mr.  Bellew.]  The  750  you  speak  of  does  not  refer  to  Ennistimon  or  Lis- 
cannor  relief  committee  ? — No,  sir ; it  does  not  refer  to  the  Honourable  Members. 

1521.  Chairman .]  Does  the  list  you  have  mentioned  as  being  enclosed  in  that 
appear  in  the  Blue  Book,  433? — It  is  one  of  them. 

1522.  Was  there  a supplemental  list  furnished  for  the  original  list,  for  the 
purpose  of  pointing  out  those  families  who,  from  their  number,  were  entitled  to 
have  more  than  one  put  upon  the  works? — There  was  a supplemental  list. 

1523.  Taken  from  the  other? — I had  no  intimation  of  its  being  so. 

1524.  Was  not  the  object  to  show  the  number  in  each  family,  so  as  to  obtain 
more  than  one  in  families  where  the  children  were  numerous? — That  was  not 
stated  as  the  object  when  first  I spoke  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  on  the  subject.  In 
a letter  afterwards  he  stated  it  only  contained  the  names  of  those  persons  for 
whom  he  claimed  a second  for  employment. 

1525-  Was  the  list  made  out  by  the  relief  committee?— I believe  it  was  made 
out  by  the  relief  committee. 

1526.  Was  not  Mr.  Whitstone,  who  gave  the  information  you  mentioned,  the 
writer  of  the  list  ? — No,  sir  ; I was  under  the  impression  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  committee  at  the  time. 

1527.  Do  you  not  know  since  that  he  had  ? — No  ; my  impression  is  now  that 
he  had  not,  and  1 am  not  aware  that  lie  has  ; I think  Mr.  Whitstone  was  then  em- 
ployed in  some  office  in  the  Board  of  Works. 

1528.  Is  he  now  pay-clerk  under  the  Board? — I really  cannot  say. 

1529.  You  are  not  able  to  state  whether  or  no  he  was  the  person  who  wrote 
that  list,  and  made  it  out  for  the  relief  committee  ? — I believe  he  did  not,  sir; 
as  if  he  did  I think  he  would  have  told  me.  I was  anxious  to  be  fortified  in 
mv  statement,  and  I asked  Mr.  Whitstone  if  he  had  said  so,  in  the  presence  of  a 
witness ; he  said  he  did. 

1530.  In  the  same  letter  you  say  that  Killilagh  is  Major  Macnamara’s  property  ; 
what  had  Killilagh  to  do  with  this  list? — Nothing  whatsoever. 

1 53 1 • Why  is  that  introduced  into  this  letter?  — This  letter,  I must  state  to  you, 
is  a private  letter  to  my  brother-in-law,  Captain  Wynne. 

1532.  I ask  you  why  Killilagh  is  introduced  as  being  Major  Macnamara’s  pro- 
perty, if  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  lists,  of  which  you  introduced  a specimen  ? 
— These  lists  were  enclosed  to  my  brother-in-law,  inasmuch  as  I conceived  he 
had  more  time  to  receive  such  communications  than  the  Commissioners,  and  the 
subject-matter  of  the  letter  had  no  reference  to  these  lists. 

l533-  Is  this  part  published  in  Blue  Book,  page  432,  the  only  public  extract 
from  the  letter? — That  I conceive  to  be  the  only  public  extract  from  the  letter. 

1534.  Because  you  will  observe  in  this  extract  there  is  nothing  to  lead  to 
a remark  upon  Killilagh,  unless  it  were  part  of  a district  from  which  specimens 
of  lists  came  r — “ I did  not  read  the  paper  when  I sent  it  to  you.”  I alluded  to 
a report  in  one  of  the  papers,  taken  by  Mr.  Russell,  and  I pointed  my  brothej-in- 
0105-  m 2 law’s 
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law’s  attention  to  this  particular  part,  “ Killi]agh  is  Major  Macoamara's  property,” 
that  he  might  understand  the  report.  - run- 

1535.  In  the  same  sentence  you  say,  you  knew  that  Mr.  Cornelius  O linen 
is  an  attorney  ? — Y es. 

1536.  These  two  remarks,  you  say,  had  some  reference  to  a newspaper,  but 
which  is  not  mentioned  in  the  extract  given  in  the  Blue  Book  ? — Not  mentioned  in 
the  Blue  Book  ; merely  a report-  of  one  of  our  meetings. 

1537-  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  were  awarethat  .Colonel  Jones  probably  would  see  it  ? 
— I was  aware  that  all  that  was  of  any  importance,  as  to  its  bearing  upon  the  relief 
works  or  my  duty,  would  be  communicated  by  Captain  Wynne  either  to  Colonel 
Jones  or  to  the  other  Commissioners. 

1538.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  And  although  used  by  the  Government,  would 
not  be  published,  or  at  least  you  knew  nothing  at  all  about  it  ?— No  ; with  re- 
gard to  this  portion  of  my- letter,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  of 
my  duties,  it  was  merely  a private  communication.  I could  never  have  sup- 
posed it  would  appear  in  the  Blue  Book.  . 

1539*  Is  this  complete? — -I  do  not  think  it  is,  for  in  my  private  letters  I 
wrote  on  private  subjects.  . . 

1540.  Your  impression,  so  far  as  you  can  remember,  is,  that  this  is  not  a 

■whole  letter?— I do  not  think  it  is;  I think  in  the  index  it  is,  “ Extract  from 
private  letter.”  .... 

1541.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  it  intended  that  this  tetter  should  be  available,  as 
far  as  public  matters  were  mentioned  in  it,  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Works  ? — Decidedly  so. 

1542.  Mr.  Borlhwick.T  Do  you  mean  that  the  letter,  in  its  proper  shape,  was 
to  be  made  available,  to  become  a document  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  or  do  you  mean  that  you  meant  to  put  your  brother-iu-law  in  possession 
of  certain  facts,  which  he,  as  an  officer,  was  to  use? — I meant,  so  far  as  related 
to  public  matters,  or  matters  connected  with  my  duty,  that  the  Board  of  Works 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  in  this  letter,  but  that  anything 
private  in  it  should  not. 

1543.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Have  you  been  called  upon,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  this  House,  to  give  copies  of  resolutions,  and  letters  addressed  to  you,  or  to 
your  secretary,  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  or  their  secretary? — I have,  sir. 

1544.  Did  you  furnish  all  the  letters  and  resolutions  ?— I have  furnished  all 
that  I was  in  possession  of. 

1545.  As  well  as  the  replies  ?— As  well  as  the  replies. 

1546.  I believe  you  have  not  furnished  a copy  of  these  documents,  the  31st 
December  1846,  and  14th  January  1847? — I really  cannot  take  upon  myself  to 
say ; for  since  I came  to  London  I have  enclosed  the  originals  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  to  avoid  the  delay  of  having  them  copied;  I sent  them  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  as  I was  directed. 

1547.  But  these  resolutions  would  be  impressed  upon  your  mind? — I cannot 
take  upon  myself  to  say. 

1 548.  This  letter  purports  to  have  come  from  the  secretary  of  the  committee 
of  Liscannor,  and  here  it  is  stated  by  him  that  the  letter  conveys  information  to 
you  that  improper  persons  have  been  placed  upon  the  lists,  and  have  been  paid 
for  work  which  they  did  not  perform ; do  you  remember  such  a communication 
from  the  secretary  to  the  committee  ? — No,  sir,  I do  not. 

1549.  Did  you  discover  that  such  an  occurrence  took  place? — I do  not  recol- 
lect the  circumstance. 

1550.  It  mentions  here  that  a person  of  the  name  of  Patrick  Macmahon, 
a steward  in  your  employ,  made  some  false  returns? — I have  no  recollection 
whatsoever  of  the  subject;  it  was  not  my  department. 

1551.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  I understand  you  to  say  you  have  no  recollec- 
tion at  all  about  this? — I have  no  recollection  about  it. 

'1552.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  improperly  increasing  the  applicants  on  the 
lists  the  species  of  fraud  most  general  in  all  the  committees  you  attended? 
— I was  under  the  impression  that  it  was  very  general,  but  it  was  not  the  most 
general;  it  was  almost  impossible  to  discover  cases  of  fraud  in  that  way,  for 
when  I sent  and  employed  persons  to  investigate  those  circumstances,  their 
answer  to  me  was,  that  the  children  were  sent  from  house  to  house  to  increase 
the  family,  and,  indeed  Mr.  Fitzgerald  told  me  there  was  much  fraud  and  diffi- 
culty, when  I spoke  to  him  upon  the  subject.  I took  the  first  opportunity  ot 

' informing 
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informing  him  what  I had  done,  and  he  told  me  he  conceived  it  actually  impos- 
sible to  furnish  correct  lists,  inasmuch  as  frauds  of  every  sort  and  kind  were  prac- 
tised even  upon  him.  • ' 

J553-  Does  that  remark  apply  to  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon  relief  committees? 
— No,  sir.  I had  no  opportunity  at  the  time  of  testing  those  facts  with  respect 
to  those  two  relief  committees. 

1554-  Chairman."]  In  the  next  letter,  dated  Ennis,  1st  January,  in  the  Blue 
Book,  472,  you  say:  “ I fight  hard  undoubtedly  to  keep  impostors  off  the  works, 
but  I never  yet  refused  employment  to  a really  destitute  object,  nor  would  I hold 
office  one  hour  after  I was  required  to  do  so.”  Were  there  many  attempts  to  get 

'impostors  upon  the  works  ? — A great  number,  sir. 

1 555-  Had  you  many  applications  to  place  really  destitute  objects  on  the 
works,  who  but  for  you  would  not  have  been  placed  on  ?• — A great  many. 

1556.  Did  you  place  them  on  when  you  considered  the  objects  worthy? — I did,  so 
far  as  bringing  their  names  to  the  committees  and  insisting  upon  their  beincr  put  on. 

J557*  Had  your  conduct  the  effect  of  inducing  the  names  of  many  such  persons 
to  be  placed  on  the  list? — Decidedly.  • 

' 1 5oS-  Mr.  Solicitor-General."]  iou  say,  “ I have  the  support  and  approval  of 

all  the  honest  part  ot  the  county  Clare  gentry.”  VV hat  do  you  mean  by  the 
honest  part  of  the  county  Clare  gentry  r — I mean  the  gentry  and  others  who  were 
disposed  to  do  their  duty  honestly,  and  without  fear,  favour,  and  affection. 

1559*>  Dad  \ou  particular  individuals  in  your  eye  when  you  wrote  that  ? — 

I had,  sir;  1 had  the  whole  gentry  of"  the  country,  such  as  those  from  whom 
I received  letters. 

1560.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  by  that  class  of  gentry,  those  who  supported 

the  same  views  which  you  entertained  in  the  administration  of  your  duties? 

Those  who  acted  under  the  same  directions  that  I did. 

1561.  And  who  entertained  tlie  same  views  and  opinions  of  the  instructions 
given  by  the  Board  of  Works  ?— Exactly  : I cannot  say  they  entertained  those 
views;  they  might  have  wished  to  alter  them,  but  were  prevented  by  the  feeling 
that  1 had  no  choice  but  to  carry  them  out. 

1562.  Mr  .IF.  /filliains.]  Had  the  really  destitute  persons  to  whom  j'ou  re- 
ferred, any  of  them,  been  refused  employment  by  the  relief  committees?— There 
were  not  many  cases  where  they  have  been  refused  employment,  but  they  have  not 
been  first  employed,  and  they  have  been  omitted,  whilst  the  claims  of  others 
have.been  preferred. 

15^3-  Persons  not  in  a really  destitute  state  ?— The  claims  of  others  that  are 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  having  had  money  in  the  bank,  stock,  corn,  and 
other  means,  besides  the  works,  of  living. 

1564.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  “ I have  heard  nothing  further  of  the  wish  of  the 
Board  with  regard  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch.”  Are  there  any  other  particulars 
with  regard  to  this  Mr.  Lynch? — I do  not  think  there  are. 

1565.  Are  you  sure  there  are  not?— So  far  as  I can  remember. 

1566.  Does  the  next  paragraph,  “I  am  quite  ready  with  my  case,”  refer  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Lynch  r — It  does  ; I am  not  sure  whether  there  is  a communi- 
cation in  this  book  or  not  on  the  subject. 

1567-  I only  wish  to  ascertain  whether,  if  the  name  of  this  person  is  not  in- 
troduced, there  is  nothing  further  said  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Lynch 
in  the  Blue  Book  ? — I do  not  think  there  is. 

1568.  “I  am  quite  ready  with  my  case  ;”  does  that  refer  to  Mr.  Lynch? 

I am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lynch." 

1569.  You  do  not  remember  whether  “ I am  quite  ready  with  my  case  ” refers 
to  Mr.  Lynch  ? — It  had  reference  to  a case  in  which  Mr.  Lynch  was  impli- 
cated; the  Kilmealy  riots. 

1570.  Chairman .]  Supposing  Mr.  Lynch’s  name  does  not  appear,  in  the  Blue 
Book  in  any  other  place  except  here,  did  you  make  representations  to  the  Board 
ot  Works  on  other  documents  relating  to  that  document  ? — I did,  sir. 

^1571.  Mr,  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Which  are  not  published  ? — I do  not  think  they 


1572.  Chairman .]  Were  they  complaints  regarding  any  part  of  his  conduct? 
— They  were. 

1573*  A little  further  on  you  refer  to  the  attack  on  poor  Harrington  as  a most 
atrocious  business ; you  say,  “ The  pay-clerks  are  all  getting  frightened  out  of 
their  wits ; was  that  the  fact  ?— It  was  the  fact. 

°’105-  m 3 J574-  Were 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
11  May  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


86  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Capt.  £.  Wynne.  1574-  Were  they  subordinate  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works  ? — They  were 
officers  under  the  Board  of  Works. 

n May  1847.  1575.  Was  that,  in  your  opinion,  sufficient  ground  for  their  being  much 

frightened,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  country  ? — There  was,  sir. 

1576.  Had  you  received  some  supply  of  provisions  at  Ennis  shortly  before  you 
wrote  that  letter? — I think  so. 

1 577.  “But  will  not  last  more  than  a few  days.”  From  your  judgment, 
observation,  and  reflection  since,  can  you  state  whether  the  district  of  Clare  was 
in  such  a condition  as  to  justify  those  fears  on  the  part  of  the  pay-clerks  and 
other  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — I have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  staling 
that  the  grounds  were  as  strong  as  they  could  possibly  be ; anything  short  of  open 
rebellion  I think  cannot  exaggerate  the  state  of  the  county  of  Clare  at  the  time. 

157S.  Mr.  Belle w.]  Who  was  this  letter  addressed  to,  “ Ennis,  January  1st”? 
— Also  to  my  brother-in-law. 

1579.  Were  yon  present  at  the  meeting  where  Colonel  Synge  complained  of  a 
person  being  put  on  the  works  ? — I was,  sir. 

] 580.  Could  you  state  any  case? — I could.  There  were  ten  tenants  of  his  own 
that  he  requested  might  be  put  off  the  works,  that  had  been  put  on  by  the  com- 
mittee, stating  they  were  unfit  persons  to  he  placed  on  the  works;  and  then  he 
brought  forward  the  case  of  a poor  man  who  lived  under  the  same  roof  with  a 
rich  man,  that  the  poor  man  was  not  employed  and  the  rich  man  was. 

1581.  Was  that  Daly? — I think  that  was  the  name. 

1582.  Chairman .]  Will  you  refer  to  page  48,  in  180,  dated  Ennis,  4th  March 
1847 ; did  you  iu  that  Report  and  Correspondence  furnish  a return  ‘‘of  the  numberof 
men  struck  off  the  list  by  you  in  the  county  of  Clare,  under  your  charge,  together 
with  their  names  and  places  of  abode,  the  reason  for  striking  them  off,  and  the 
names  of  those  struck  off  and  afterwards  reinstated  ” ? — No,  sir. 

1583.  Were  you  requested  to  furnish  it? — Yes. 

1584.  Why  did  you  not  furnish  it? — For  the  various  reasons  I have  assigned. 

1585.  In  page  49  did  you  assign  the  causes  for  your  not  complying  with  the 
instructions  sent  to  you  with  regard  to  that  reference  ? — I did,  sir,  most  of  the 
causes. 

1586.  In  one,  I observe  you  state,  that  “ In  some  of  the  cases  of  the  registra- 
tion books,  erasures  appear  to  have  been  made,  in  others,  leaves  have  been  cutout, 
and  one  is  not  a registry,  but  a copy  of  my  employment  lists  for  that  district.” 
Was  that  correct? — It  was,  sir. 

1587.  Without  going  through  them,  did  you  find  that  lists  were  sent  on  backs 
of  letters,  sometimes  without  signatures,  sometimes  without  the  name  of  any  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  committee? — I did,  sir. 

1588.  Sometimes  on  scraps  of  paper? — I did,  sir. 

1589.  Had  lists  been  supplied,  or  printed  forms,  by  the  Board  of  Works? — They 
were  supplied  by  me. 

1590.  Were  they  sent  back  to  you  properly  filled  up  ? — In  some  cases. 

1591.  In  many  ?— Not  within  the  proper  time;  I think,  in  most  cases,  they 
were  ultimately  sent  to  me. 

1592.  “Were  many  persons  found  on  the  works,  without  any  authority,  save 
that  of  being  sent  by  some  member  of  the  comjnittee”  ? — Yes,  sir. 

1593-  Was  there  in  the  whole  system  of  relief  committees  so  much  confusioo 
and  difficulty,  that  you  could  not  furnish  lists,  ordered  by  your  instructions?— 
There  was,  sir. 

1594.  Is  it  true  that  very  few  of  the  documents  which  ought  to  have  been 
received  from  relief  committees  ever  could  be  procured  by  you  ? — It  is. 

1595-  Is  it  true  “ that  few  of  those  documents  ever  reached  your  hands,  or 
afforded  any  information  respecting  the  circumstances  or  position  of  the  persons 
employed”? — It  is. 

1596.  Did  you  make  complaint  of  that? — I did,  sir. 

1597.  Were  they  afterwards  sent  in  a more  proper  form  ? — Some  never  paid 
the  slightest  attention  to  any  complaints,  others  promised. 

1598.  Did  they  perform  ? — Some  did,  others  did  not. 

1599.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did  that  neglect  apply  to  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor?— 
To  Killilagh  and  Ennistimon. 

1600.  Chairman .]  What  was  the  date  of  the  informal  lists  from  Killilagh  and 
Ennistimon  ? — From  the  time  I went  into  the  country  till  I went  out  of  it,  at 
Killilagh;  and  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  at  Liscannor,  I received  no  list. 

1601.  I* 
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1601.  Is  Killiiagh  a parish? — It  is  a relief  district;  in  fact  it  is  called,  in  the 
return,  Fisher-street ; but  it  is  erroneously  called  Fisher-street,  I understand. 

1602.  A relief  committee  sat  in  Kiililughr — Yes. 

1603.  Who  owns  a large  proportion  ot  the  property  in  that  district  ? — M ior 
Macnamara. 

Ity4-  With  reference  to  the  remark,  that  persons  were  put  on  the  list  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  put  on;  were  they  paid  by  the  engineer? — I believe  in 
that  particular  district  they  were  paid. 

1(30.5.  W ho  was  the  engineer  whose  duty  it  was  to  pay  in  that  district?— He 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  payment  of  them. 

1606.  \V  ho  can  give  evidence  upon  the  subject  ?— Mr.  Gamble. 

1607.  ^ ou  state,  “In  making  out  the  lists,  a large  number  of  persons  then 
employed  uere  struck  off,  agreeably  to  your  directions,  by  the  committee;  after 
much  hesitation  and  strong  remonstrance  they  consented  to  reduce  the  number 
according  to  the  scale  laid  down  by  you.”  Did  they  consent  to  that  as  you  have 
stated  ? — They  did,  sir. 

160S.  Had  you  much  difficulty  in  inducing  them  to  consent  to  what  vou  pro- 
posed ?— 1 had.  J r 

1609.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  was  their  objection? — Their  grounds  were,  that 
instead  of  striking  oft,  we  ought  to  add  a great  number  more  ; in  fact,  a general 
and  universal  employment  was  advocated  at  the  time  I went  into  the  country. 

1610.  C//airma?i.]  In  the  paragraph  below  that  you  say:  “ For  instance,  at 
Corofin,  at  the  revision  of  the  lists  on  the  19th  of  November,  the  numbers  em- 
ployed in  the  barony  ot  Inchiquin  were  reduced  from  5,600  to  3,800,  on  my 
threatening  to  stop  the  works  if  such  reduction  were  not  made.”  Is  that  the 
fact  ? —That  is  the  fact. 

1611.  Was  the  reduction  refused  until  you  threatened  to  stop  the  works7 

It  was. 

,ld,2‘  Is  ,it:  a ^act  names  of  many  destitute  persons  were  omitted, 

while  those  in  comparatively  good  circumstances  were  placed  on  the  lists”  '* 

It  is. 

1613.  Did  you  obtain  the  introduction  of  the  names  of  those  quite  destitute 
persons  and  the  omission  of  those  in  good  circumstances  after  you  threatened 
to  stop  the  works  ? — I did  obtain  a number  of  the  names,  to  the  amount  of 
about  100  or  120. 

1614.  Did  you  induce  the  committees  to  place  on  the  lists  persons'  who  had 
been  previously  omitted,  on  your  threatening  to  stop  the  works  ? — I did,  sir. 

1615.  To  what  amount: — I cannot  say  exactly  the  amount;  but  I should  say 

to  many  hundreds.  J 

1616.  Did  you  induce  the  committees  to  strikeout  the  names  of  any,  and 
about  how  many,  who  had  been  previously  put  on  the  lists,  but  ought  not 
to  have  been,  being  in  good  circumstances  ? — I did,  sir. 

1617.  About  how  many? — Some  hundreds. 

1618.  \\  as  it  only  by  threatening  to  stop  the  works  you  obtained  the  ad- 
mission  of  the  destitute,  and  the  omission  of  those  better  off?— I cannot  say  - 
1 should  not  have  done  it  without  that. 

1^19-  ^ you  could  have  done  it  without  threatening  to  stop  the 

works,  did  you  do  so? — There  was  great  opposition  and  noisy  discussion, 
works  °f  pUttlng  a Stop  t0  that  1 said  1 shouId  feel  it  my  duty  to  stop  the 

♦ i62*?’  ? not  the  fact)  lliat  finding  great  difficulty  to  induce  the  committee 

o do  that  which  you  thought  right,  you  did  use  your  right  of  stopping  the  works, 
as  a means  of  inducing  them  to  agree  ?— Decidedly. 

to  ^_fyes  ^ere  some  inquiry  instituted,  upon  which  a resolution  was  come 

, ?°y?.u  remember  what  that  resolution  was : “ After  a general  scrutiny 

who  should* hi  rlSt’  11  a/peTd  dlat  several  persons  are  still  continued  on  the  lists 
sir  should  be  removed,  and  more  destitute  persons  placed  in  their  stead  ” ?— Yes, 

;&i  ABictsrccrymade?-By  thecommiuee*  ^ 

1^2|*  ^hen  • A few  days,  I suppose  ten  days,  before.  - 

1626.  Who  was  the  chairman  ?— Mr.  O’Loughlan. 

°*105-  *4  1627.  Did 
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3627.  Did  Colonel  Synge  attend? — No;  it  was  after  the  scrutiny. 

1628.  You  mentioned  many  persons  being  struck  off  in  consequence  of  your 
remonstrance,  and  threatening  to  stop  the  works ; I wish  to  ask  you  whether  those 
persons  so  omitted  were  not  persons  who  had  previously  forced  themselves  on 
the  works  without  the  consent  of  the  committee  or  engineer  ? — I do  not  think 
they  were. 

1629.  Do  you  think  that  they  were  persons  who  had  been  placed  on  the  works 
and  were  unfit  to  be  on  the  works  in  consequence  of  their  being  in  a comfortable 
position  ? — I think  they  were,  sir. 

1630.  And  were  there  great  exceptions  ?—  I suppose  there  were  500  per- 
sons taken  off  the  list  on  that  occasion,  that  we  were  obliged  to  put  on  the 
works  afterwards. 

1 63 1 . I )o  I rightly  understand  you  to  say  there  were  about  500  persons  whom 
you  struck  off  the  list,  but  were  afterwards  obliged  to  have  re-entered  ? — That 
the  committee  struck  them  off. 

1632.  At  your  instance? — Yes,  I applied  to  the  committee  to  strike  otf 
such  a number,  bearing  in  view  the  principles  upon  which  they  should  strike 
these  off;  they  did  strike  them  off  I believe  to  the  amount  of  1,800 ; 1,500  in 
one  day ; and  amongst  those  I found  a large  number,  amounting  to  hundreds,  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  struck  off,  but,  from  their  circumstances,  were  the  best 
entitled  to  receive  relief. 

1633.  How  came  those  persons  to  be  struck  off  in  the  first  instance  ?— That 
was  exactly  what  I complained  of,  that  their  claims  were  strong,  and  they  should 
be  allowed  to  remain. 

1634.  Was  that  after  you  had  remonstrated? — Yes. 

1635.  How  were  they  put  upon  the  list? — It  would  be  utterly  impossible  for 
me  to  say  how  they  were  put  on,  but  I found  members  of  the  relief  committee 
putting  them  on,  on  their  own  responsibility ; one  gentleman  sat  in  his  gig  with  a 
list  of  350  in  his  hand,  and  read  from  his  list ; he  had  no  authority  whatever  but 
its  having  been  written  by  him ; he  put  them  on  the  works,  and  sent  them  into  the 
next  field.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  find  out  how  some  of  them  were  put  on; 
they  were  put  on  by  the  committee,  and  I believe  no  man  was  put  on  by  the 
steward,  or  engineer,  or  officer  of  the  works. 

1636.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  manner  in  which  such  persons  were  put  on 
was  most  improper  and  most  unjust? — Most  improper. 

1637.  In  the  same  letter  you  complain  of  not  receiving  answers  to  your  com- 
munications. “ In  the  case  of  Killilagb,  of  which  Major  Macuamara  was  chair- 
man, not  a single  communication  of  mine  was  replied  to,  nor  has  that  committee 
ever  sent  me  a list  of  any  description.”  Is  that  the  fact? — I believe  that  to  be 
die  literal  fact. 

1638.  Did  you  apply  to  the  relief  committee  of  Killilagb  for  lists  ? — I did,  sir. 

1639.  Did  yon  receive  any  answer? — No  answer  whatever,  sir. 

1640.  In  the  next  paragraph  you  say,  “ I must  plead  guilty  to  apparent  neg- 
lect of  Fisher-street  relief  committee,  and  in  that  of  the  entire  barony  of  Cor- 
comroe;  but  from  the  opposition  I met  with  from  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  C. 
O’Brien,  and  the  effect  produced  thereby  on  the  subordinates  and  labourers,  I 
found  that  my  exertions  in  that  locality  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  that  I might 
employ  my  time  to  greater  advantage  elsewhere.”  Do  you  still  abide  by  that 
declaration  ? — I do,  sir. 

1641.  When  was  it  that  opposition  to  which  you  refer  as  the  reason  for  keeping 
you  from  Killilagh  occurred? — It  occurred  in  December  1846. 

1642.  Is  it  the  opposition  you  met  with  on  the  10th  and  17th  December?— 
Yes,  the  entire  conduct,  the  entire  tendency  of  the  Honourable  Members’  conduct. 

1643.  After  the  17th  December,  on  which  day  you  state  you  shook  hands 
with  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  was  there  any  opposition  on  his  part  which  induced 
you  to  remain  away  from  Killilagh  or  Liscannor  ? — I had  no  further  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  after  that  day. 

1644.  Was  there  any  opposition  you  know  of  to  prevent  your  going  there?— 
No,  sir,  I had  a great  number  of  other  reasons  besides  that  one,  namely,  that  I was 
required  in  a great  number  of  other  places  at  the  same  time. 

1645.  Was  there  a great  pressure  of  business  upon  your  hands  at  that  time, 
from  the  condition  of  Ireland? — There  was,  1 believe,  as  great  a pressure  upon 
me  as  upon  any  other  individual  in  Ireland. 

1646.  It  was  not  the  opposition  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  which 

kept 
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kept  you  from  visiting  Killilagh  or  Liscannor  after  the  17th,  on  which  day  you  Capt .E.  Wynne. 
shook  hands  with  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  ? — That  was  one  of  the  reasons.  

1647.  A continuing  opposition  ? — The  effect  produced  by  that  opposition  was  May  l847* 
one  ot  my  reasons ; only  one  of  my  reasons. 

164S.  lion  think  that  the  effects  of  the  preceding  opposition  continued  after 
that  day  ? — Yes,  sir. 

1649.  Mr.  Belleii'J]  There  were  several  other  committees  you  thought  it  equally 
your  duty  to  attend  r — Yes  ; it  was  not  at  all  imperative  on  me  to  attend  every 
committee,  even  once. 

1650.  Chairman. J You  state  afterwards,  “Mr.  O’Brien  denounced  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Board  of  Works  as  humbugging  the  people,  and  mocking  them  in 
their  misery  ”? — Yes;  that  is  a positive  fact. 

1651.  Where  did  he  do  that? — At  Corofin. 

1652.  When  ? — The  30th  of  November. 

1&53-  You  recollect  those  expressions? — I think  they  are  the  expressions. 

1654.  “ The  whole  system  of  relief  was  pronounced  by  him  and  Major  Macna- 
mara  as  cruel  and  heartless;*’  when  was  that? — On  two  occasions;  at  Corofin 
the  30th  November,  and  Ennistimon  on  the  4th  December. 

1655.  To  whom  was  it  addressed  ? — To  the  people  who  were  assembled,  and 
to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

1656.  Did  they  state  “ that  they  had  taxed  their  properties  to  relieve  the 
people,  but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  Board  and  its  officers ; and 
publicly  insulted  those  officers  in  the  grossest  manner”/ — They  stated  on  that 
occasion  that  they  had  taxed  their  property  to  relieve  the  people,  and  it  was  a 
hard  case  they  were  not  allowed  to  do  so,  but  were  prevented  by  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Works. 

1657.  They  did  complain  that,  after  they  taxed  their  property  to  relieve  the 
people,  the  interference  of  the  Board  of  Works  prevented  their  exertions  having 
that  effect? — Exactly,  sir. 

1658.  Were  those  remarksaddressed  to  a number  of  people? — Addressed  to  every- 
body in  a crowded  court-house  ; I suppose  from  boo  to  700  people  were  present. 

1659.  Mr.  Bcllew.]  Did  you  understand  these  remarks  referred  to  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Labonchere,  or  to  road  works  not  being  undertaken  ? — No,  it  referred  to  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  preventing  them  from  employing  the  people  as  they 
would  wish  to  do,  without  the  control  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Works  to 
exercise  over  the  number  of  men  employed. 

1660.  Chairman.~\  Did  the  discussion  on  the  complaints  of  Mr.  O’Brien  refer 
to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  and  to  the  manner  in  which  the  men  were  placed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  upon  task-work  without  tools  ? — These  topics 
were  discussed,  but  I do  not  think  that  the  remark  that  you  state  now  had  any 
reference  either  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  or  to  the  circumstance  of  the  men. 
being  employed  without  tools. 

16G1.  Were  not  these  two  points  the  only  subjects  that  were  discussed  or  raised 
as  matter  ot  complaint  on  that  day  ? — Not  at  all,  sir  ; they  were  scarcely  men- 
tioned ; I do  not  think  the  complaint  of  want  of  implements  was  mentioned  that 
day,  the  4th  December. 

1662.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  discussion  on  that  day  as  to  the  principle  on  * 

which  the  employment  of  the  people  should  be  carried  out? — No,  I do  not  think 

there  was. 

1663.  Whether  they  should  be  employed,  holding  so  many  acres,  or  not  holding 
so  many  acres? — No,  I do  not  think  there  was  that  particular  discussion.  I think 
Mr.  O Brien  referred  in  one  part  of  his  address  to  the  principles  upon  which  the 
men  were  employed. 

1664.  Chairman^ ] Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara,  in  point  of 
fact,  complain  that  their  exertions  in  favour  of  the  distressed  poor  were  rather  im- 
peded than  assisted  by  the  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— They 
did,  sir. 

1665.  Is  that  the  complaint  you  mentioned  before  was  addressed  by  them  to 
the  people  ?— Yes. 

1666.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Did  the  people  cheer  or  take  any  notice  of  it? 

• — -l  hey  did  cheer,  decidedly. 

’667.  What  they  do  ? — They  cheered,  and  showed  symptoms  of  approval. 

1008.  Chairman.]  The  people  appeared  to  agree  in  that  remark? — Yes. 

1069.  I presume  you  did  not  agree? — Decidedly  not. 

°-10J-  N 1670.  Without 
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1670.  Without  asking  whether  the  remark  was  well  founded  or  not,  let  me  ask 
whether  the  remark  as  received  did  not  cause  great  impediment  to  you  and  the 
other  officers  of  Government,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  ? — Decidedly  so. 

1671.  Was  it  after  these  remarks  to  the  people  that  a check-clerk  was  coerced 
to  check  40  men,  and  with  a pistol  at  his  head,  and  sworn  to  secrecy? — I cannot 
say  ; it  was  long  before  the  writing  of  this  letter. 

1672.  Iam  asking  you  whether  the  people  did  as  they  pleased  ; and  the  conduct 
of  the  people  to  one  of  the  check-clerks  was  subsequent  to  the  remarks  of  the 
meeting  you  have  mentioned  ? — I believe  it  was,  sir,  but  I cannot  say  as  to  dates. 

1673.  You  say,  “two  stewards,  both  from  the  county  of  Meath,  and  trust- 
worthy men,  endeavoured  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  officers,  but  were  obliged  to 
leave  the  country,  their  lives  having  been,  on  several  occasions,  seriously  threat- 
ened ” ? — Exactly  so. 

1674.  Was  that  because  they  were  strangers? — I believe  it  was,  sir. 

1675.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  those  threats  were  before  or  after  the 
Members  for  Clare  complained  of  the  interference  of  the  Board  of  Works? — 
I cannot  say. 

1676.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Were  the  proceedings  of  the  relief  committee  con- 
ducted in  the  public  hall,  in  the  presence  of  the  crowd  ? — No,  sir,  they  were  not. 

1677.  Did  the  Members  for  Clare  make  the  same  statement  of  complaints  in 
the  relief  committee,  as  they  did  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  crowd  ? — I am 
not  aware  that  they  did. 

1678.  You  know  of  no  remonstrance  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in 
the  relief  committee  ? — lam  not  aware;  no,  I do  not  think,  on  that  occasion 
that  we  are  speaking  of,  when  I met  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  we  ever 
mentioned  the  subject  of  the  relief  committee  business. 

1679.  They  made  their  complaints  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
not  to  the  relief  committee,  but  to  the  assembled  crowd  in  the  hall  ?— To  the 
assembled  crowd.  That  is  what  I complained  of;  any  complaints  within  doors 
or  to  the  relief  committee,  I should  consider  fair  and  legitimate  ; and  not  only  so, 
but  their  duty. 

1680.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  In  what  baronies  were  the  Meath  clerks  em- 
ployed ? — Corcomroe. 

1681.  Mr.  Bellexv.]  Was  there  not  in  many  relief  committees  a difference  of 
opinion  between  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  members  of  relief  com- 
mittees, as  regarded  the  class  of  persons  that  should  be  considered  entitled  to 
relief? — There  was,  sir. 

1682.  The  relief  committees  were  desirous  to  put  on  persons  in  better  circum- 
stances than  you  considered  yourselves  justified  in  doing  ? — Yes. 

1683.  Mr.  Borthwick.)  What  distinction  do  you  draw  between  the  two  classes 
of  people,  those  you  describe  as  being  in  good  circumstances,  and  placed  on  the 
works  by  the  committee,  and  those  whom  you  considered  to  be  fit  to  be  placed 
on  the  works  by  yourselves? — I did  not  consider  myself  warranted  in  sanctioning 
the  employment  of  a man  who  could  live  without  that  employment ; for  instance, 
as  long  as  a man  retained  cattle,  as  long  as  he  retained  corn,  provisions,  or  any 
other  means  of  subsistence,  I did  not  consider  myself  warranted,  under  the  di- 
rections I acted  upon,  to  sanction  that  man’s  admission  upon  the  works. 

1684.  Were  the  persons  who  had  been  placed  by  the  committee  upon  the  works 
found  to  be  in  possession  of  cattle  or  corn,  and  provisions  ? — They  were,  sir. 

1685.  What  class  of  people  were  they? — Sometimes  the  most  comfortable 
farmers  in  the  country. 

1686.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  allude  to  such  persons,  when  you  speak 
of  persons  in  comparatively  good  circumstances  ? — I do  not,  sir.  When  I speak  of 
persons  in  comparatively  good  circumstances,  I* allude  to  a different  class  ; namely, 
a class  one  degree  removed  above  the  destitute;  not  requiring  relief,  but  still  a 
class  that,  if  it  were  in  my  power,  I should  have  been  glad  to  have  employed,  and 
perhaps  might  have  employed,  if  there  were  not  such  crowds  of  really  destitute, 
that  could  not  live  without  immediate  employment. 

1687.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Those  who  were  really  destitute,  and  could  not  live  with- 
out employment,  were  they  living  in  houses  as  farmers  or  labourers,  or  what  ? — They 
were  people  living  in  cabins,  with  small  quantities  of  lands,  whose  crops  had  com- 
pletely, failed,  and  had- not  means  but  their  spade  and  shovel  to  earn  a livelihood. 

1688.  By  farmers,  you  meant  who  had  a certain  quantity  of  land  ?- — Yes,  sir, 
from  5 to  100  acres. 

1689.  Take 
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1689.  Take  the  case  of  a person  holding  from  5 to  100  acres  ; is  it  not  possible 
in  a year  of  such  failure  of  the  potatoe  crop,  he  might  be  more  destitute  or  as 
destitute  as  one  of  those  persons  living  in  cabins  ?— I think  it  is  very  possible 
he  might;  and  to  meet  that  I altered  the  list  or  form  of  the  Board  of  Works;  and 
put  in  the  column  “ Stock,”  in  order  to  meet  that  very  argument,  which  was  con- 
stantly made  use  of  to  me,  and  I issued  a new  form. 

1 690.  Mr.  Belle®']  That  was  not  in  the  original  list? — It  was  not  in  the 
original  list. 

1691.  Mr.  Borthxcick.]  Because  as  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  you  would 
feel  it  to  be  your  duty  to  appoint  to  employment  on  the  works  persons  who  were 
destitute,  without  reference  to  their  former  condition;  suppose  an  esquire  had 
become  utterly  destitute,  would  you  not  have  appointed  him  as  readily? — 
Decidedly.  1 have  impressed  it  over  and  over  again  upon  the  committees  that  the 
great  test  of  fitness  for  employment  was  destitution.  It  is  to  be  found  in  my 
circular  to  the  committees. 

1O02.  Destitution  was  invariably  your  criterion? — Was  my  criterion. 

1693.  And  w hether  persons  were  the  tenants  of  landlords  resident  there,  or 
whether  they  were  labourers  living  in  cabins,  you  applied  indiscriminately  that 
test  to  them,  and  have  employed  them  accordingly? — I did. 

1694.  Mr.  Belles?.]  Was  there  not  an  order  that  persons  holding  more  than 
six  acres,  excepting  under  special  circumstances,  should  not  be  employed  ?— Not 
six  acres  ; rated  at  or  above  61. 

1695.  Chairman.’]  You  have  stated  in  the  same  papeT,  “That  in  Killilagh  the 
overseers  and  check-clerks  continued  to  employ  the  men,  acting  contrary  to  the 
established  rules ; a course  which  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  would  not  be 
attempted  in  any  other  part  of  the  district”? — That  is  a mistake  there;  it 
should  be  “ at  the  time  of  my  removal ;”  the  stop  is  wron». 

1696.  By  that  did  you  mean  you  had  improved  other  parts  of  the  district? — 
Decidedly. 

1697.  But  in  Killilagh  you  found  the  attempt  had  not  succeeded  ? — Yes. 

1698.  Was  it  the  fault  of  the  relief  committee  ? — I am  of  opinion  that  it  was 
the  fault  of  the  committee  in  not  sending  in  their  lists. 

1699.  Was  it  from  carelessness,  or  do  you  attribute  it  to  design? — I caunot 
say  their  motive,  but  I state  the  fact.  They  sent  in  no  lists,  and  did  not  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  inspecting  officer  in  any  particular. 

1700.  And  in  consequence  of  that,  the  irregularities  occurred? — Yes. 

1701.  Could  the  relief  committee  act  in  that  respect  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  engineer  ? — No ; I do  not  think  they  could. 

1702.  Was  not  the  engineer  to  blame  ? — I think  he  was  to  blame. 

1703.  Mr.  Repton.]  He  must  have  been  conscious  of  it? — He  must  have  been 
conscious  of  it. 

1704.  Chairman.]  In  what  way  could  he  have  interfered,  so  as  to  control  this 
irregularity  r — I do  not  see  how  he  could  control  it. 

17°5-  How  is  he  a party  toil;  it  was  contrary  to  the  strict  letter  of  his  orders  ; 
what  should  the  engineer  have  done? — That  is  a matter  of  opinion;  according 
to  the  strict  letter  of  his  orders,  he,  in  fact,  should  have  stopped  all  the  works. 

1706.  Finding  irregularities  he  could  not  prevent,  it  was  his  duty  to  stop  the 
works;  is  that  so  ? — It  is  a difficult  position  to  place  the  engineer  in. 

1707.  Mr.  Solicitor -Generali)  Stopping  the  works  was  the  last  thing  he  would 
d°r  The  last  thing  he  would  do,  particularly  under  the  circumstances;  but  no 
doubt  it  was  irregular  to  employ  the  labourers  as  he  did. 

1708.  Chairman.]  Was  there  another  mode  by  which  he  could  have  effected 
the  same  object ; could  he  not  have  refused  to  sanction  the  pay  lists  ? — I never 
contemplated  his  doing  that;  I never  heard  the  question  before ; I doubt  whether 

, he  had  the  power  of  doing  it. 

17°9-  ^ ou  further  state,  “upon  a careful  examination  of  the  lists  furnished 
ky  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  as  chairman, 
1 fiud  a large  number  of  persons  who  should  never  have  been  recommended,  and 
who  would  never  have  been  employed  had  I been  aware  of  their  real  circum- 
stances; amongst  them  are  to  be  found  comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders,  the 
constituents  and,  in  some  cases,  the  tenants  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  O’Brien : ” can 
you  substantiate  that  charge  ? — I can. 

1710.  In  what  way? — By  witnesses. 

0,1°5-  v 2 1711.  Have 
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1711.  Have  you  a list  yourself  of  the  persons  coming  within  that  description? 
— I have  a list,  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

1712.  Will  you  produce  it  ?—  A witness  will  produce  it.. 

1713.  Mr.  Bortliwick .]  Take  the  case  of  a farmer  who  is  totally  without  food, 
but  stiil  has  upon  his  small  farm  some  stock;  would  you  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  refuse  employment  to  such  a man  as  that,  and  so  to  compel  him  to  sell 
his  stock  and  leave  his'  farm  desolate  ?— I would  ; 1 had  no  alternative. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  H.  A.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brieu. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

1714.  Chairman.']  YOU  say  at  page  51,  in  the  paper  180,  “ In  most  of  the 
committees  the  rules  laid  down  for  their  guidance  in  their  revision  of  lists  were 
pronounced  cruel  and  unjust ; the  poor-law  valuation  was  pronounced  erroneous; 
the  census  of  1 841  was  stated  to  represent  fractional  parts  of  the  population, 
varying  from  one-half  to  four-fifths.”  Do  you  still  adhere  to  the  expression, 

“ My  opinion  is  that  the  rules  laid  down  by  most  of  the  committees  were  pro- 
nounced cruel  and  unjust  ” ? — I do  so. 

1715.  But  were  they  cruel  and  unjust  in  your  opinion? — I had  no  right  to  give 
an  opinion  of  the  subject;  they  were  my  orders. 

3716.  Were  the  rules  laid  down  for  their  guidance  just  and  reasonable,  or 
cruel  and  unjust  ? — I think  they  were  just  and  reasonable. 

3717.  Does  that  apply  to  particular  committees  with  which  the  Members  for 
Clare  have  any  connexion,  or  to  most  of  the  committees  within  your  jurisdiction? 
— Most  of  the  committees ; aud  in  those  committees  I speak  of,  with  which  the 
Honourable  Member  for  Clare  had  connexion  too ; indeed  there  were  very  few 
exceptions. 

3718.  You  state,  “The  discussions  on  this  topic  were  extremely  stormy,  and  in 
some  cases  assumed  a character  in  no  small  degree  trying  to  the  nerves  and 
temper.”  Is  that  the  fact  ?— It  is  the  fact,  sir. 

1719.  Many  of  the  details  you  have  given  yesterday  and  the  day  before? — 
Many  of  them. 

3720.  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  getting  the  lists  from  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee ? — I had. 

1721.  When  did  you  receive  them? — The  31st  December. 

1722.  "When  did  you  first  apply  for  them  ? — I think  my  first  letter  was  dated 
30th  or  31st  October. 

3723.  When  you  received  them  on  the  33st  December,  did  you  find  them 
sent  to  you  in  a correct  and  proper  form  ? — No,  sir. 

3724.  In  what  were  they  defective? — They  had  not  the  signature  of  the 
chairman. 

3725.  Who  was  the  magistrate? — Mr.  Cornelius  O'Brien,  the  Honourable  _ 
Member  for  Clare. 

3726.  Were  you  obliged  to  return  them  to  him  in  consequence  of  their  being 
defective? — I was,  sir. 

3727.  Did  that  occasion  another  delay? — Not  much. 

1728.  How  much? — Not  any  unnecessary  delay  ; I suppose  three  or  four  days. 

3729.  Were  they  sent  back  to  you  signed  ? — Yes. 

3 730.  And  did  you  then  issue  employment  lists  upon  them  as  soon  as  you 
could? — I did,  sir. 

1731. 
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1731.  Do  you  know  whether  these  lists  had  been  revised  by  your  predecessor? 
— I do  not  know,  nor  do  I believe  they  were. 

1732.  Supposing  they  had  been  revised  by  your  predecessor,  would  they  be 
complete  without  the  signature  of  the  chairman? — No. 

1733.  When  they  were  sent  to  you  they  were  still  incomplete  ? — Yes. 

1734.  Was  it  a copy  ?— The  original,  sir. 

1735.  Can  you  tell  whether  it  was  an  original  list  or  a copy  of  the  revised 
list  ? — It  professed  to  be  the  revised  list. 

1736.  A copy  or  original?— I cannot  say;  it  professed  to  be  the  revised  list. 

1737.  In  the  proper  performance  of  the  work  of  the  relief  committee,  should  a 
copy  or  the  original  be  sent  to  you  ? — The  original  should  be  sent. 

1738.  Did  you  ever  receive  from  the  Liscannor  committee  any  other  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  an  original  or  a copy  till  you  got  that  which  was  not  signed  by  the 
chairman,  and  which  you  were  obliged  to  send  back  ? — That  was  the  first  1 ever 
received. 

1739.  You  received  that  list  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  according  to  the  date,  after  you 
and  be  had  shaken  hands  ; that  was  on  the  17th,  I think  ? — It  was,  sir. 

1 740.  After  you  received  the  list,  properly  signed  by  the  chairman,  did  you 
ever  attend  the  Liscannor  committee  ? — No. 

1741.  Was  there  a supplemental  list? — There  was. 

1742.  Was  that  correct  and  proper  in  form  ? — It  was. 

1743.  Did  you  ever  attend  to  make  any  inquiry  respecting  it?— No,  not  at 
Liscannor. 

1744.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  the  supplemental  list  had  upon  it  names 
which  ought  not  to  be  there? — I had,  sir. 

1745.  From  information? — From  information  furnished  in  the  lists. 

1746.  What  did  you  do  on  finding  the  names  in  the  list? — I struck  out  more 
than  half. 

1747.  About  the  number?— Two  hundred  and  twenty  or  two  hundred  and  thirty. 

1748.  That  was  the  same  list  you  mentioned  on  a preceding  day  ? — Yes. 

1749.  Mr.  Bdlew.~\  Will  the  lists  show  that? — Yes;  I have  them  here;  they 
will  show  exactly  the  ground  upon  which  I struck  them  out,  and  the  number. 

17.50.  Chairman.~\  Was  it  not  at  all  desirable  when  you  were  about  to  strike 
out  so  many  as  one-half  of  the  names,  that  you  should  have  attended  the  relief 
committee,  to  make  inquiry  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  put  in  ? — It  was 
impossible ; I can  show  by  the  pressure  upon  me  in  so  many  other  places,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  take  long  excursions  at  that  time  for  specific  purposes. 

1751.  Was  that  your  only  reason?— It  was  one  of  my  reasons;  I had  other 
reasons. 

1752.  Was  it  from  any  personal  feeling  with  regard  to  the  Honourable  Mem- 
ber for  Clare,  the  chairman  of  that  committee? — I cannot  say  it  was  any  per- 
sonal feeling,  for  I felt  no  personal  feeling  towards  him  ; I do  not  think  the 
Honourable  Member  was  in  the  country  at  the  time  that  these  supplemental  lists 
came  to  me. 

1753-  Did  your  having  struck  off  those  names  from  the  lists  cause  any  re- 
marks to  be  made  upon  you  at  a subsequent  meeting  ? — It  did. 

1754-  By  whom? — Mr.  John  Macnamara,  brother  to  the  Honourable  Member. 

1755.  Is  he  a member  of  the  Liscannor  committee? — He  is,  sir. 

1756.  Mr.  JBcllew.]  If  the  lists  were  furnished  to  you  correctly,  and  the  columns 
filled  up,  you  were  competent  to  judge  whether  they  were  persons  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed or  not  ? — Exactly  ; if  the  committee  did  their  duty,  and  acted  up  to  their 
instructions,  mv  attendance  would  be  unnecessary  at  committees  ; it  was  no  part  of 
my  orders  to  attend  all  the  committees,  or  any  particular  number  of  committees. 

1757-  Cfiairvian.']  You  say,  “This  proceeding  excited  the  wrath  of  Mr.  John 
Macnamara,  brother  to  the  county  Member,  who  took  occasion,  at  the  following 
sessions  of  Ennistimon,  to  accuse  me  publiclv  of  having  struck  off  the  names  of 
the  poorest  persons  returned  to  me  by  the  committee”?— It  is  perfectly  correct, 
sir. 

1758.  He  did  so?-He  did. 

1759.  Were  you  present  ? — I was. 

1760.  How  many  people  were  present  at  the  time  he  made  this  accusation  ? 
' — The  court-house  was  as  full  as  it  could  hold. 

1761.  Did  he  make  it  to  the  body  of  the  court-house? — He  made  it  from  the 
bench,  in  the  hearing  of  everybody  present. 

°-105-  w 3 1762.  Hew 


Capt  E.  Wynne. 
12  May  1847. 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne.  1 762.  How  many  might  be  there  ? — I suppose  as  many  as  the  house  would  hold  • 
■'  from  600  to  700. 

12  May  1847.  -j  ygg.  ]yjr  Bellew.]  Did  he  refer  to  any  names  on  that  occasion  ? — No,  I do  not 
think  he  did,  particularly  ; I do  not  think  he  specified  any  names,  but  he  made  the 
assertion  that  I had  struck  off  the  poorest  persons. 

1764.  Was  it  very  easy  to  refer  to  the  names  ; were  the  lists  there? — The  lists 
were  not  there;  this  was  at  a presentment  session. 

1 765.  Chairman .]  Had  you  struck  off,  in  point  of  fact,  the  names  of  the  poorest 
persons  upon  the  lists  ? — I had  not,  sir ; I acted  strictly  upon  the  information  fur- 
nished by  the  lists. 

1766.  Would  that  fact  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  lists,  if  Mr.  John  Mac- 
namara  had  inspected  them? — It  would,  sir,  most  decidedly;  at  least  that  is  mv 
opinion. 

1 767.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  the  lists  were  not  a fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  who  were  placed  on  them ; I see  one 
column  for  stock  ; was  there  no  stock  where  it  is  not  entered  ? — It  was  to  be  under- 
stood, where  slock  was  not  entered  there  was  no  stock.  I think  the  principal  ground 
upon  which  I refused  that  list  was,  it  was,  generally  speaking,  the  second  person 
recommended  from  the  same  family;  where  I found  a second  person  was  not 
entitled  to  employment  from  the  circumstances  stated  there,  I passed  that  person 
over. 

1768.  Was  that  the  general  ground  with  respect  to  the  number  you  mentioned 
you  removed  from  the  list? — It  was. 

1769.  That  more  persons  were  mentioned  as  belonging  to  a family  than  really 
did  belong  to  it  ? — Y es. 

1770.  Not  on  account  of  the  property  or  their  land  being  larger  than  would 
entitle  them  to  relief? — No,  sir,  it  was  generally  upon  those  grounds  that  I state; 

I may  further  add,  that  I was  influenced  by  another  reason,  namely,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  family  to  the  number  of  acres  of  land  they  hold;  for  instance,  if 
one  person  hold  ten  acres,  and  another  five,  and  they  both  had  six  in  family, 

I allowed  two  of  the  persons  with  five  only,  and  one  to  the  person  who  had  ten; 
in  most  cases  I endeavoured  to  lay  down  as  equitable  principles  as  possible  and 
act  upon  them. 

. J77i.  Chairman.]  In  the  last  paragraph  but  one,  at  52,  you  use  this  expres- 
sion, “Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  lists  furnished  by  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee,  and  signed  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  as  chairman,  I find  a large 
number  of  persons  who  should  never  have  been  recommended,  and  who  would 
never  have  been  employed  had  I been  aware  of  their  real  circumstances. 
Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders,  the  constitu- 
ents, and,  in  some  cases,  the  tenants  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  O’Brien.”  Do  you 
repeat  that? — It  is  perfectly  true. 

1772.  What  lists  do  you  refer -to?— I refer  to  the  original  lists  signed  by  the 
Honourable  Member. 

1 773-  Do  you  produce  any  lists  on  which  you  found  that  allegation  ?— Yes,  I do. 

*774-  Are  those  you  produce  all  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— Yes. 

3 775-  From  whom  did  you  receive  those  lists? — From  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee. 

1 776.  Are  they  all  signed  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  as  chairman  ?— They  are; 
.those  are  the  lists  I returned  for  signature. 

- -*777-  Was  there  any  letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien  accompanying  those  lists? — I am 
not  certain,  but  I have  the  copy  of  the  originals  that  I sent  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  The  House. 

1778.  Did  you  receive  any  letter  or  letters  accompanying  those  lists,  either 
from  the  chairman  or  from  any  person  on  the  part  of  the  relief  committee  of 
Liscannor?— I cannot  exactly  say  ; I shall  look  over  the  copies. 

3779-  Pid  you  receive  a letter  from  the  secretary  accompanying  those  lists? 
—Yes,  of  the  31st  December.  ' J 5 

1780.  Who  is  it  from?  From  John  Higgins,  secretary  to  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee,  to  me,  of  the  date  31st  December  1846. 

1781.  Can  you  tell  me  which  of  those  lists  that  letter  refers  to’— To  the 
larger  list.. 

1782.  I hold  in  my  hand  the  papers  which  you  have  put  in  to  the  Committee, 
.and  whiqh  you  state  you  received  on  the  30th  or  31st  of  December,  accompanied 
by  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  liscannor  committee;  does  this  bundle  of 

papers 
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papers  contain  a number  of  lists,  which  you  say  were  received  by  you  informally 
for  want  of  signature  from  the  chairman,  and  which  were  sent  by  you,  and 
returned  with  the  signature? — Yes,  those  are  the  papers. 

1783.  Do  the  names  in  those  lists  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  amount  to 
460,  which  you  mentioned  before? — A great  many  more. 

1784.  About  how  many? — I think  about  1,160. 

17S5.  Those  are  not  the  same  you  mentioned  before  ? — The  others  are  supple- 
mental lists. 

1786.  Now  will  you  read  the  letter  which  accompanied  them? — 

Sir,  Liscannor,  31  December  1846. 

I send  you  herewith  copies  of  the  labour  lists  in  this  district,  but  as  the  officers  of 
the  Board  and  others  acting  under  their  authority  have  upon  several  occasions  placed  men 
on  the  works,  and  made  other  alterations  without  consulting  the  committee,  I cannot  an- 
swer for  their  correctness,  nor  can  I give  you  any  list  of  the  men  employed  on  the  works 
which  have  been  lately  opened,  as  the  engineer  put  on  the  men  heretofore  employed  upon 
abandoned  works,  without  any  reference  to  the  committee. 

I have  also,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  to  state  that  they  have  been  informed  that 
persons  have  been  placed  on  the  pay  lists,  and  that  money  has  been  received  by  them  with- 
out rendering  any  work.  And  in  reference  to  this  matter  they  desire  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  of  Patrick  M'Mahon,  steward  on  the  Sundfield  Hills,  having  been  dis- 
missed by  the  engineer,  at  their  instance,  for  having  returned  men  for  payment  who  were 
absent  from  the  work.  ^ ] am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

To  Edward  Wynne,  Esq.,  J.  O.  Ennis.  (signed)  John  Higgins,  Secretary. 

1787.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  into  the  charge  there  made  against  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — Yes,  sir. 

1788.  Did  you  find  the  complaints  made  by  the  secretary  on  behalf  of  the 
relief  committee  were  well  founded? — That  was  not  my  business  exactly. 

1789.  Did  you  not  say  you  made  an  inquiry? — Through  the  proper  authority. 

1790.  Was  the  result  to  convince  you  that  the  charges  were  rightly  made,  or 
that  they  were  unfounded? — I found  that  they  were  unfounded. 

1791.  That  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  put  on  persons  without  their 
assent,  and  without  any  application  to  the  relief  committee? — Yes  ; upon  inquiring 
I heard  that  the  engineer  had  put  on  one  man  in  that  district,  and  no  more.  ° 

1792.  Who  supplied  those  lists  to  the  relief  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
being  filled  up? — I did. 

1793.  From  whom  did  you  receive  them  r — I had  them  printed  in  Ennis;  I 
altered  the  Board’s  form. 

1794.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  lists  which  you  had  printed? — It  was 
my  own  construction,  varying  in  a trifling  degree  from  that  used  elsewhere  by  the 
Board. 

1 795-  Why  did  you  vary  it? — In  order  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  stock  or 
corn  that  the  parties  might  have. 

1796.  Will  you  look  at  three  of  the  lists  taken  out  of  the  bundle  you  have 
put  in  ? — These  are  not  all  mine. 

1797.  Do  you  find  them  the  same  or  different  in  form? — They  differ  from 
each  other  in  form. 

1798.  Now  you  may  say  whose  lists  they  are;  two  of  them  are  printed,  I 
believe,  and  one  manuscript? — Yes. 

1799.  You  have  a proper  set  of  columns  to  be  filled  up,  headed  differently? — 
Yes. 

1800.  Now  whose  lists  are  those;  do  you  find  any  numbers  at  the  head  of 
them  ? — I find  number  one  to  each. 

1801.  Which  of  the  number  ones  is  it  you  say  is  the  Board’s  form  1— This 
one  marked  (A.) 

1802.  How  does  it  differ  from  the  other  ? — It  differs  from  the  other  in  not 
having  a column  for  stock. 

1803.  Which  has  the  column  for  stock? — My  form  has. 

1804.  Do  you  know  who  sent,  in  the  course  of  business  to  the  Liscannor 
committee,  the  one  which  has  not  a column  for  stock  ? — 1 might  have  sent  this 
to  the  Liscannor  committee  before  I made  out  the  second  form. 

1805.  Is  this  the  ground-work  of  the  charge,  that  when  you  entered  upon  the 
execution  of  your  duty,  you  found  certain  forms  sent  from  the  Board  of  Works 
winch  were  transmitted  to  the  relief  committees,  but  you  did  not  find  this  give 
sufficient  information,  according  to  your  own  views,  to  enable  you  to  act  upon 
them,  and  therefore  you  headed  a column  for  stock  to  be  a guide  to  you ; is  that? 

0,1  °5*  n 4 so?- 
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so? — Yes;  I found  the  column  for  observations  intended  by  the  Board  to  contain 
stpck  was  not  filled  up  with  that  information,  and  I put  in  a column  to  leave  n,> 
excuse  for  the  omission. 

1806.  Do  not  you  think  three  different  forms  coming  to  the  relief  committee 
in  the  country  would  confuse  and  perplex  the  relief  committees  in  making  their 
return? — No,  I do  not  think  it  would  be 'likely  to  have  that  effect. 

1 807.  Are  you  certain  the  rpanuscript  paper  before  you,  purporting  to  be  the 
return  of  the  relief  committees,  was  sent  to  you  by  the  secretary,  accompanying 
the  letter  which  you  have  read  ? — I believe  it  was. 

1 808.  Do  you  hot-think  that  having  three  different  sets  of  forms,  each  varying 
from  the  other,  would  confuse  and  perplex  the  members  of  the  relief  committee 
in  filling  them  up? — This  never  came  from  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Works; 
this  manuscript  is  a form  made  in  the  committee  ; it  never  came  irom  my  office. 

1809.  That  is  a manuscript  form  which  did  not  come  from  your  office  ? — Yes. 

1810.  Do  you  know  how  the  relief  committee  got  that  form  ? — No. 

1811.  Has  not  the  manuscript  form  upon  the  face  of  it  the  appearance  of  being 
a document  sent  for  the  purpose  of  being  filled  up  ? — It  strikes  me  it  has  the 
appearance  of  having  been  made  and  filled  up  in  the  relief  committee. 

1812.  Is  there  anything  in  the  printed  form  to  indicate  by  whom  it  was  made? 
—No. 

1813.  The  two  printed  forms,  I understand  you  to  say,  come  from  the  office  of 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes. 

1814.  Are  they  both  printed  at  the  same  printing-office  ; the  “ Clare  Journal” 
office? — No,  sir. 

1815.  Where  is  one  printed? — One  at  Talbot’s,  Ennis,  and  the  other  at  the 
“ Clare  Journal  ” office. 

1816.  Which  is  the  one  drawn  up  by  you  ; where  is  it  printed? — This  is  the 
one,  marked  (B.),  printed  at  the  “ Clare  Journal”  office,  Ennis. 

1817.  Now  I ask  you,  those  two  being  different  one  from  the  other,  and  both 
coming  from  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Works,  do  not  you  think  that  would 
rather  confuse  the  members  of  the  relief  committees  ? — If  you  ask  me  my  opinion, 
I cannot  say  that  it  would  confuse  the  members  of  the  relief  committees. 

18]  8.  Then  the  fact  is,  that  at  all  events  they  are  all  .three  different  the  one 
from  the  other? — The  forms  are. 

1S19.  What  is  there  upon  the  face  of  the  manuscript  form  to  show  you,  or  to 
indicate  to  you,  there  were  people  who  ought  to  be  struck  off  r— Nothing. 

1 820.  Did  you  strike  a number  off  that  list  ? — No,  I did  not. 

1821.  Will  you  look  at  the  one  marked  with  the  letter  (A.) ; do  you  find  any- 
thing upon  the  face  of’  that  which  would,  without  inquiry,  convey  information  to 
you}  enabling  you  to  see  who  would  be  improper  persons  to  be  put  on? — No. 

1822.  Did  you  strike  any  off  that  list? — No. 

1823.  Look  at  the  one  marked  (B.) ; do  you  find  anything  upon  the  face  of 
that  which  would  enable  you,  without  inquiry,  to  know  whom  you  should  strike 
off  as  unfit  persons  to  have  been  put  on? — No;  there  is  nothing  herefrom  the 
information  contained.  . 

] 824.  Did  you  strike  any  off  that  list  ? — No. 

1825.  What  list  did  you  strike  any  off? — I do  not  think  I struck  many  off 
those  original  ones ; I do  not  think  I struck  any  of  them  off ; at  least,  it  would 
take  some  time  to  find  it  out,  as  they-kave  been  in  the  hands  of  another  inspecting 
officer. 

1826.  Will  you  look  at  the  list  handed  in  with  the  supplemental  list,  and  tell 
the  Committee  whether  they  are  in  the  same  form  as  any  of  those  you  have  been 
speaking  of  just  now,  or  did  they  differ  in  form  ? — Some  of  them  are  manuscripts, 
and  some  of  them  printed. 

1827.  Will  you  point  out  to  the  Committee  any  of  those  supplemental  lists 
from  which  you  struck  off  any  of ’the  names  that  had  been  previously  put  on  by 
the  relief  committee  ? — This  is  one. 

1828.  How  many  did  you  strike  off? — Fifteen. 

1829.  How  many  names  are  there  given  in  the  list? — Thirty-one. 

1830.  Thirty-one,  out  of  which  you  struck  off  15? — Yes;  where  .there  were 
two  recommended,-  and  I considered  their  circumstances  did  not  warrant  the 
employment  of  two,  I struck  out  one. 

1831.  Will  you  take  any  of  these  and  state  to  the  Committee  what  there  is  on 
the  face  of  that  paper  from  which  you  can  imply  knowledge  to  strike  them  off?" 
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In  the  first  place,  there  is  Michael  Neygal,  whose  employment  I approved;  he'  Capt  .E.  Wynne. 

appears  to  have  nine  in  family ; he  has  three  acres  of.land  : he  has  one  employed,  ■ 

and  has  applied  for  a second.  12  May  1847. 

1532.  I asked  you  those  you  omitted  ? — I omitted  the  one  above  him,  Peter 
Sexton  ; he  has  six  in  family ; Peter  Sexton  has  been  omitted,  having  five  acres  and 
six  in  family,  and  one  at  work. 

1 533.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Why  did  you  omit  him  ? — I omitted  him  for  two 
reasons ; in  the  first  place,  I considered  only  having  six  in  family  and  five  acres  of 
land,  one  was  quite  sufficient  for  him,  particularly  under  the  circumstances  where 
a great  number  were  employed,  and  -where  I could  only  employ  a certain  number 
out  of  this  list. 

1534.  Chairman .]  Might  he  not,  though  he  had  five  acres  of  land,  be,  from 
circumstances  you  could  not  know,  in  a state  of  the  greatest  destitution  ? — He 
might,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  he  had  one  at  work  at  the  time,  so  he  could  not 
be  so  badly  off. 

1535.  Could  you  not  have  made  inquiries  as  to  the  circumstances? — It  was 
impossible,  where  I had  30,000  upon  my  list,  to  make  inquiries  into  individual 
cases. 

1836.  From  extreme  pressure  of  business,  was  it  impossible  for  you  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  each  individual  case,  and  was  it  imperative  upon  you  to  take  the 
lists  as  affording  the  best  information  you  could  get  under  the  circumstances  ? — It 
was,  in  many  cases. 

1837.  Mr.  Bortlnciclc.]  In  these  lists- there  are  three  circumstances  stated,  and 
only  three,  the  number  in  family,  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  number  already 
employed  ? — With  the  data  I have  to  go  upon  here,  you  will  find,  all  through  these 
lists,  that  I have  either  approved  or  disapproved  according  to  the  proportion  which 
the  number  of  acres  is  found  to  bear  to  the  number  in  family,  hearing  in  mind  at  the 
same  time  the  number  employed  at  that  particular  period.  I think  by  going 
through  this  list  there  will  not  be  a single  case  of  hardship  discovered. 

1838.  Mr.  Belleic.]  Whether  that  was  a correct  account  of  the  number  of 
acres  or  family  you  had  no  means  of  judging  ? — I had  no  means  of  judging  as  to 
the  correctness  of  it  at  that  time. 

1839.  You  had  no  means  of  checking  the  statement  furnished  in  that  list? — 

No,  I could  not  have  done  it  for  one  parish. 

1S40.  Now,  that  being  the  case,  how  do  you  bear  out  this  statement : “ I found 
a large  number  of  persons  who  should  never  have  been  recommended,  and  should 
never  have  been  employed,  if  I had  been  aware  of  their  real  circumstances”? — 

I wrote  that  on  the  4th  March,  and  at  that  period  I had  information  which  pul  it 
beyond  all  doubt. 

1841.  Chaij'man. ] Will  you  be  good  enough  to  look  atone  of  the  printed  forms 
of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  and  one  of  the  manuscript  forms  ; do  you  find  in  both  the 
column  for  the  name  ? — I do. 

] S42.  Do  you  find  in  both  a column  foxs  the. parish  ? — I do. 

1843.  Do  you  find  in  both  a column  for  townland? — I do. 

1S44.  Do  you  find  in  the  printed  form,  which  is  the  "one  subsequently  made 
out,  a column  for  the  age? — I do. 

1845.  Is  there  any  such  column  in  the  form  acted  upon  before  ? — No. 

1846.  In  the  manuscript? — Those  were  not  sent  by  me. 

1847.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  manuscript  forms  were  made 
up  by  the  relief  committee,  without  any  sort  of  instruction  or  application,  show- 
ing a form,  from  any  member  from  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — No  ; this 
I conceive  is  perfect,  as  compared  with  some  I shall  show  you. 

1848.  Have  you  any  doubt,  looking  at  the  manuscript  form  before  you,  that 
they  must  have  been  sent  to  the  relief  committee,  being  prepared  by  some  person 
on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Works  r — I have  no  doubt ; no  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works  ever  sent  this. 

1849.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Is  that  any  copy  of  any  list? — It  is  not  a copy  of  any 
form  1 ever  sent,  or  ever  knew  sent,  by  any  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

1850.  Is  that  which  is  now  in  your  hand  a copy  of  any  form  you  sent  ? — This 
is  a different  copy  from  the  one  I have  before  me. 

1S51.  Chairman.']  In  what  respect? — There  is  the  number  recommended. 

1852.  You  are  asked  as  to  the  forms;  what  is  the  difference? — The  name, 
parish,  townland,  are  all  the  same ; the  number  in  family  the  same ; the  usuat 
mode  of  labour  the  same;  the  number  of  acres  the  same;  and  then  the  number 
recommended  for  employment,  that  differs  from  the  one  before  me  here. 

0.105.  O 1853.  There 
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18*3.  There  is  an  additional  column?— There  is. 

18 <4  Have  you  a great  number  of  those  manuscript  forms  filled  up  with  the 
columns  alike,  either  one  or  both  of  those  from  the  relief  committees  ?-From 

what  relief  committee?  . . . , 

1855.  Liscannor?— No;  the  majority  of  them  are  on  printed  foims. 

1 856.  Still  a great  number  on  your  form  ? — No,  not  a great  number. 

i8=;7  Were  the  manuscript  forms  the  lists  which  were  sent  to  you  in  the  first 
instance,  the  incomplete  printed  list  in  the  second,  and  the  one  with  your  ad- 
ditional  columns  the  third  ?— They  were  all  sent  together. 

1858.  Do  you  know  how  many  printed  forms  you  sent  to  the  relief  committees. 
—It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell.  I always  sent  as  many  as  I was  asked  for. 

1859.  Have  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  which  were  filled  up  first  .'—.No; 
they  were  all  sent  to  me  at  the  same  time. 

1860.  Have  you  no  means  of  knowing  which  were  filled  up  first  in  order  of 
date  ? — No  ; I could  not  tell,  they  all  bear  the  same  date. 

1861.  You  have  been  asked  whether,  in  the  paper  you  made  more  perfect,  and 
where  there  appears  to  be  under  the  column  the  number  of  family  M.  and  F.,  you 
found  many  instances  in  which  an  entry  is  made  for  the  females  • No,  1 did  not. 

1862.  Will  you  look  at  the  other  papers,  and  tell  the  Committee  whether  there 
is  any  column  for  females  in  that  list? — In  (A.)  there  is,  in  the  Board  s foim. 

1863.  And  not  in  the  manuscript  list  ? — And  not  in  the  manuscript  list. 

1864.  Is  the  column  for  observations  filled  up  in  many  instances  . JSo  ; I 
cannot  see  that  except  in  the  supplemental  lists. 

1865.  But  not  in  the  original? — Not  in  the  original. 

1866.  You  mention,  “ Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  comfortable  farmers  and 
freeholders,  the  constituents,  and  in  some  cases  the  tenants,  of  the  chairman, 
Mr.  O’Brien.”  Will  you  point  out  the  persons  to  whom  you  allude  '—1  cannot 
at  this  moment,  hut  I can  furnish  them  to  you  to-morrow. 

1867.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Are  they  upon  those  lists?— They  are,  sir. 

1868.  How  many  ?— 1 suppose  of  those  I allude  to  I can  go  as  far  as  .50  or  70. 

1869.  Who  were  they? — Farmers  and  tenants,  and  freeholders,  exactly  what  I 

described  them.  . n 

1870.  How  many  were  tenants  of  the  chairman,  Mr-  O Bnen  . I cannot  tell 
the  exact  number. 

1871.  Will  you  hand  in  the  lists  and  mark  those  who  are  tenants  .'—i 
will,  sir. 

1872.  When  did  you  ascertain  that? — In  February  and  April. 

1873.  How  came  you  to  ascertain  it  then,  instead  of  ascertaining  it  at  the  time 
you  struck  them  off? — Because  I wTas  informed  by  my  successor,  whose  attention 
I particularly  drew  to  that  part  of  the  country. 

1874.  Mr.  7V.  Williams.]  Are  the  acres  mentioned  in  these  lists  Irish  or  English 
acres  ? — I believe  they  are  Irish,  sir. 

1875.  What  is  the  difference  between  an  English  and  an  Irish  acre  in  quan- 
tity ? — Five  in  eight,  I believe. 

1876.  You  do  not  know  the  nature  of  the  cultivation  of  the  land? — I know 
the  general  mode  of  cultivating  the  land  in  that  county. 

1877.  But  what  kind  of  crops  were  raised  upon  the  land  you  had  no  means  or 
ascertaining  ? — Potatoes,  and  oats,  and  pasture.  I think  those  were  the  three 
principal  modes  of  cultivating  the  land. 

1878.  The  letter  which  you  have  read  from  the  secretary  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee, complaining  of  the  practices  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
did  you  fully  investigate  those  complaints  ? — No,  I did  not. 

1S79.  You  cannot  state  whether  those  complaints  are  correct  or  incorrect . 
The  impression  on  my  mind  is,  they  are  not  correct. 

1880.  What  is  the  ground  of  that  impression  ? — From  having  heard  through 
the  proper  authorities ; namely,  the  engineers,  and  Mr.  Gamble. 

1881 . But  you  made  no  strict  inquiry  into  the  allegation  yourself? — It  was  not 
any  part  of  my  duty. 

1882.  Whose  business  was  it? — It  was  the  business  of  the  engineers  ; but  even 
if  it  had  been,  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  attend  to  one  in  every  20  complam1* 
that  came  to  me  ; I suppose  a hundred  a day  came ; I investigated  as  many  as  1 
could,  and  found  them  in  most  cases  without  foundation. 

1S83,  So  far  as  you  know  of  the  particular  complaints  in  this  letter,  they  may 
or  may  not  be  true  r — They  may  or  may  not  be  true,  decidedly.  * 

1884*  Mr- 
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1SS4.  Mr.  Borthzcick.]  Did  I understand  you  to  say  that  it  was  no  part  of 
your  official  duty  to  go  to  Liscanuor? — It  was  not  imperative  to  attend  any 
relief  committees ; it  was  impossible  to  attend  all. 

1885.  But  your  successor  did  go? — He  did  go.  I directed  his  attention 
particularly  to  that  locality. 

18S6.  He  went,  then,  not  in  the  strict  discharge  of  his  duty;  he  was  over- 
stepping that  ? — Oh  no,  he  had  a perfect  right  to  go. 

1887.  But  he  was  not  bound  to  go;  if  he  had  not  gone,  he  would  have 
omitted  no  duty  ? — No,  he  would  have  omitted  no  duty. 

iS88.  There  is  a particular  case  in  this  letter  to  which  the  Honourable  Mem- 
ber has  just  called  your  attention,  of  the  31st  of  December  1S46:  “And  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  they  desire  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of 
Patrick  M'Mahon,  steward  on  the  Sandford  Hills,  having  been  dismissed  by 
the  engineer,  at  their  instance.”  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  into  that  particular 
case  P— I heard  of  it,  and  Mr.  Gamble  mentioned  the  matter  to  me.  I really 
forget  the  particulars  of  it;  but  the  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  the  man  was 
found  not  to  blame.  I have  an  imperfect  impression  on  the  subject,  as  it  was 
not  that  which  particularly  concerned  my  duties. 

18S9.  There  are  two  representations  made  of  the  conduct  of  those  relief  com- 
mittees, one  by  the  Board  of  Works,  and  the  other  by  this  letter  of  Mr.  Higgins  ; 
you  have  no  opportunity  of  deciding  this  of  Mr.  Higgins,  because  you  made  no 
inquiry? — That  I think  you  can  ascertain  from  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
these  inquiries. 

1S90.  From  whom: — The  engineer. 

1891.  Mr.  Bel/ew.]  Does  not  the  information  you  received  subsequently, 
prove  that  it  was  unfortunate  you  were  unable  to  get  information  on  the  subject 
at  the  time? — Decidedly. 

1892.  Sir  J.  JValsli.]  All  the  difficulties  of  the  county  of  Clare  and  your 
dispute  with  the  Honourable  Members  originated,  I think,  from  the  difficulties  of 
discriminating  who  were  the  persons  entitled  to  relief,  and  the  necessity  you  found 
yourself  under  of  revising  the  list  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  received  ? — 
I think  not  altogether  from  difference  of  opinion  as  to  who  should  be  in  the  list,  be- 
cause there  were  many  in  the  list  whose  employment  no  man  in  the  country  would 
have  advocated,  in  consequence  of  their  circumstances. 

1893.  Was  it  not  extremely  difficult  to  draw  any  line  between  those  who  were 
absolutely  destitute  and  those  who  were  in  a state  of  great  privation  ? — It  was,  sir. 

1894.  You  used  the  expression,  “ comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders;”  might 
not  many  persons  have  been  freeholders,  and  yet  be  in  the  state  of  the  greatest 
destitution  r — 1 think  great  numbers  of  them  were  what  you  might  call  iu  this 
country  “ poor,”  and  in  anything  but  comfortable  circumstances  ; but  I merely 
took  into  consideration  the  degrees  of  comfort,  or  comparative  comfort. 

1S95.  You  acted  according  to  the  precise  instructions  you  received,  with  the 
wish  to  distribute  the  relief  to  the  most  destitute? — Yes. 

1896.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  possible  that  a great  many  of  the  cases  submitted 
to  you  in  those  lists  might  have  been  persons  whose  state  was  very  nearly  ap- 
proaching to  destitution? — Yes,  no  doubt  about  it. 

1897.  The  expression  you  use  is  “ comfortable  farmers;”  I suppose  the  whole  of 
the  farmers  mainly  subsisted  on  potatoe  ; that  is  the  ordinary  diet? — I cannot  say 
farmers.  I don’t  call  any  man  a farmer  who  does  not  possess  more  than  seven 
or  eight  or  10  or  15  acres,  although  it  depends  greatly  on  the  quality  of  the 
ground  whether  he  be  comfortable. 

1 S98.  Mr.  Bellew.]  But  a large  proportion  of  tenants  in  Clare  do  not  possess  1 0 
acres  ? — I think  they  do  not. 

1899.  You  said  you  applied  first  for  the  list  on  the  30th?— Or  on  the  31st  of 
October. 

1900.  To  whom  was  your  letter  addressed  ?— To  the  committee. 

1901.  Did  you  get  any  answer  ? — No,  sir. 

3902.  Did  you  afterwards  make  an  application  for  the  list? — I did. 

1903.  Did  you  get  any  answer  to  your  letter  ? — I did  ; I got  back  one  answer. 

1904.  Have  you  go  it  with  you  ? — I have  a copv  of  it. 

1905.  W hat  was  the  reason  ? — That  the  lists  were  in  such  an  unintelligible  state 
that  neither  I nor  anybody  else  could  understand  them. 

1906.  Was  that  from  the  committee  ? — The  chairman  of  the  committee. 

1907.  What  date  is  that? — Birchfield,  25th  of  November  1S46. 

°-105-  o 2 1908.  Had 
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igoS.  Had  you  received  any  answer,  before  the  date  of  that  letter,  to  your  ap- 
plication to  the  relief  committee  of  Liscannor? — I am  not  aware  that  I did. 

1909.  Read  it? — 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  5 November  1846. 

I trust  you  will  consider  the  resolution  which  accompanies  this  a sufficient  reply  to 
your  letter.  In  consequence  of  the  various  changes  made  in  the  several  lists,  they  would 
appear  unintelligible  to  you,  or  to  any  person,  save  those  who  made  the  alterations.  1 shall, 
therefore,  with  your  concurrence,  make  out  new  lists  ; but  I apprehend  that,  in  consequence 
of  persons  constantly  absenting  themselves  from  the  works,  the  new  lists  will  be  shortly  in 
the  same  state. 

Faithfully  yours, 

(signed)  Corn.  O’Brien. 

1910.  Before  you  received  the  original  lists,  bv  what  direction,  or  by  whose 
instructions,  were  persons  put  on  the  works? — They  were  put  upon  the  works 
by  the  instruction  of  members  of  the  relief  committee. 

1911.  Without  your  intervention? — Without  my  intervention.  On  notes  and 
scraps  of  paper  of  every  kind. 

1912.  I see  the  signature  of  the  chairman  is  here,  and  the  signature  of  the  in- 
specting officer? — Yes,  sir. 

1913.  Why  was  that  not  signed? — Because  that  was  only  necessary  as  the 
authority  for  the  engineer  at  once  to  put  the  man  on  the  works,  without  putting 
him  to  the  inconvenience  of  having  tickets  issued,  which  was  the  order  of  the 
Board  at  the  time. 

1914.  Could  such  a list  as  that,  which  is  not  signed  by  the  inspecting  officer,  be 
acted  on  in  the  country  ? — It  could,  for  a short  time.  After  I went,  I granted 
authority  to  the  engineer  to  act  upon  the  duplicate  of  that,  to  avoid  the  inconveni- 
ence and  delay  of  waiting  for  the  authority  of  the  inspecting  officer’s  signature  for 
putting  the  people  to  work. 

1915.  Afterwards  was  the  inspecting  officer’s  signature  attached? — Yes. 

1916.  Can  you  give  us  the  date  when  it  was  that  the  inspecting  officer’s  sig- 
nature was  first  attached  to  the  document  ? — I can,  by  a circular  of  mine ; I re- 
scinded that  order  about  the  11th  of  November. 

1917.  Mr.  Bellew.]  From  the  pressure  on  you  in  the  first  instance,  was  it  found 
impossible  to  fulfil  strictly  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Utterly  impos- 
sible ; for  instance,  I should  have  signed  30,000  tickets.  I found  those  I did 
sign  I could  only  initial,  and  I well  remember  trying  my  speed  in  initialing  400  in  an 
hour;  this  process  would  have  taken  30  days  at  10  hours  a day,  doing  nothing  else. 

1918.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Did  you  sign  duplicates  containing  the  same  names 
with  these? — Yes,  I issued  my  own  employment  lists. 

_ 1919-  And  those  contained  the  same  names  that  are  inserted  in  these  lists?— 

es,  such  as  I selected  from  these  lists  furnished  to  me  by  the  committee. 

1920.  That  is,  with  the  omission  of  the  names  that  were  struck  out,  you  signed 
the  lists  containing  the  same  names  that  are  here  ? — Yes. 

1921.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Explain  that? — The  Board  issued  an  order, 
finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  issue  tickets  for  such  an  extensive  undertaking, 
to  discontinue  the  tickets,  and  substitute  employment  lists,  which  saved  us  29  sig- 
natures out  of  every  30.  Upon  receiving  those  lists  from  the  committee  I had  them 
copied  in  my  office  upon  a form  sent  by  the  Board  of  Works.  I signed  that  form, 
and  I sent  it  so  signed  to  the  engineer,  upon  which  he  employed  the  men. 

1922.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Originally  tickets  were  issued  by  the  relief  committees  ?-— 
Yes. 

1923.  Before  August? — Under  the  grant  works. 

1924.  Subsequently  to  the  Bill  that  you  came  to  put  in  force  they  ceased  to 
be  issued  r — They  were  issued  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

1925-  Chairman.’]  Is  it  then  a fact,  whether  arising  from  pressure  of  business 
or  from  other  circumstances,  that  from  lime  to  time  changes  were  made  both  ia 
the  forms  to  be  filled  up  by  the  relief  committees,  and  from  the  practice  of  putting 
men  on  to  work  as  regarded  the  signatures  of  the  inspecting  officer  ? — I am  only 
'aware  that  in  one  instance,  for  15  days,  I authorized  putting  men  to  work  upon  a 
duplicate  of  the  list  to  be  sent  to  me  by  the  committees  for  signature,  merely  till 
such  time  as  the  lists  signed  by  me  could  arrive. 

„ Did  a change  take  place  in  that  as  well  as  in  the  forms  to  be  filled  up?— 

Yes. 

1927.  Whose 
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1927.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  make  out  the  employment  lists  ? — It  was  the  relief 
committee’s  duty. 

1928.  Was  it  any  part  of  the  duty  of  the  overseers  or  engineers,  or  stewards, 
to  interfere  in  making  out  the  lists  ? — No. 

1929.  If  they  interfered  it  would  be  beyond  their  duty? — It  would. 

1930.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  they  did  interfere? — No,  I have 
no  reason  to  know.  I stated  that  upon  inquiry  I heard  that  one  engineer  had  put 
one  man  upon  the  works,  and  that  was  upon  this  day  I discovered  that. 

1931.  Had  he  any  right  to  put  them  on  the  works  without  being  put  in  the 
lists  by  the  committees  ? — He  had  no  right,  at  least  I was  under  the  impression 
that  he  had  not  ; it  appears  that  Colonel  Jones  gave  us  a different  opinion  the 
other  day,  that  he  might,  under  urgent  circumstances. 

1932.  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  you  know,  after  you  left  Clare,  that  your 
successor,  instead  of  striking  out  the  names  from  the  list,  visited  Liscannor  and 
made  the  inquiry  upon  the  spot  ? — I know  he  did. 

1933.  Do  you  know  any  circumstance  which  rendered  it  easy  for  him  to 
make  those  visits  different  from  those  you  had  ? — I do  ; there  were  four  inspecting 
officers  instead  of  one. 

1934.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  And  besides  that,  was  not  the  course  of  business 
better  known  by  all  parties  ? — It  was,  but  he  could  only  have  done  what  he  did  by 
neglecting  other  parts  of  the  country,  if  his  district  had  been  the  same  as  mine  was. 

1935.  Mr.  JBellew .]  Do  you  know  that  Captain  Gordon  put  on  the  lists  many 
that  you  had  struck  off? — No,  I do  not  think  he  ever  did. 

1936.  Mr.  BorthwicA.]  Can  you  tell  me  what  was  the  date  of  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  issuing  of  tickets  ; — 9th  December. 

1937.  Are  you  aware  that  Captain  Gordon  put  back  in  the  lists  many  whom 
you  struck  off? — No,  I am  not. 

1938.  You  do  not  know  that  such  was  the  fact  ? — I do  not. 

[Mr.  Aglionby  left  the  Chair,  the  Solicitor- General  taking  the  Chair 
pro  tem .] 

1939.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you  who  it  was  that  called  Captain 
Gordon’s  particular  attention  to  the  tenants  of  the  two  Members  for  Clare,  or 
either  of  them  ? — I cannot  say. 

1940.  I am  desired  to  ask  yon  was  his  attention  particularly  called  to  the 
state  of  Dean  Slackpoole’s  tenants  ? — No,  I am  not  aware  that  it  was. 

1941.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  his  attention  was  particularly  called  to 
the  tenants  of  any  other  proprietors  in  the  Liscannor  district  ? — No,  I am  not 
aware  that  it  was. 

1942.  Mr.  Bellexv.]  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
tenants? — No,  except  from  what  I have  heard. 

1943.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  comfortable? — I cannot  say  that  I have  any 
really  good  information  on  the  subject. 

1944.  You  state  in  one  instance  the  chairman  of  a committee,  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Lynch,  declared  that  since  1 841  there  were  35  births  in  his  parish  for  each 
death  that  had  taken  place.  The  cows  exhibited  in  the  stock  column  were  pro- 
nounced unsaleable,  and  no  better  than  goats  ? — That  is  a literal  fact. 

1 945.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  The  Relief  Act  had  been  in  operation  some  time  before 
you  had  been  appointed  to  the  district  ? 

1946.  Who  were  your  predecessors  ?— Captain  O’Brien  and  Captain  Baillie. 

1947.  Did  they  both  act  in  the  district  you  had  to  yourself  afterwards  ? — They 
did  ; Captain  O’Brien  only  eight  days. 

1948.  How  long  did  they  act  as  inspecting  officers  ? — I think  about  seven  weeks. 

1949.  Did  you  hear  any  reason  stated  for  their  withdrawal  ? — Yes. 

1950.  Captain  O’Brien  was  removed  to  the  eastern  division  ; he  had  succeeded 
Captain  Baillie 1 and  Captain  Baillie  was  removed  to  the  Queen’s  County,  I think  ; 
and  Captain  O Brien  was  appointed  to  the  eastern  division,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Butcher. 

1951-  Chairman.]  Is  it  true  that  from  Fisher-street  relief  committee  you  never 
received  any  lists  at  all  r — Never;  till  within  the  last  two  or  three  days  I have  never 
seen  a list. 

3952.  When  you  were  on  duty  ? — Never. 

3953*  How  came  that  ? — I conceive  it  arose  in  consequence  of  total  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  committee. 

0,105'  o 3 1954.  Did 
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cant.  E.  Wynne.  1954.  Did  you  make  any  application  for  such  lists  ?— Constantly. 

] 955-  You  assert  that  you  found  very  great  abuses  have  existed  there  ; is  that 

12  May  1847-  so? — Yes. 

1956.  What  are  the  abuses  in  their  nature  generally  ? — lnat  almost  the  entire 
popuiation  was  employed,  and  that  those  employed  comprised,  as  I state  here, 
tenants  or  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  farmers  and  freeholders. 

1057.  Now  you  say  you  found  that;  when  did  you  find  it?— I found  it  upon 
inquiry,  having  heard  that  such  was  the  fact. 

1958.  At  what  time  ? — About  the  1st  or  2d  of  March,  I was  called  upon  by 

the  Board  to  make  a report.  _ 

1959.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  why  did  you  not  visit  that  place,  Fisher-street 
district? — I made  an  attempt  to  visit  it,  or  two  attempts. 

1960.  When  ?— One  on  the  1 8th  of  November.  Mr.  Gamble  and  I left  Ennis- 
timon  to  visit  it,  and  it  turned  out  such  a wet  day  that  we  were  obliged  to  take 
shelter  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

1961.  When  was  the  other  day  ? — I forget  exactly  the  date. 

1962.  How  soon  after  ?— It  was  about  the  16th  December. 

1963.  What  was  your  reason  for  not  visiting  it  then? — We  had  not  time  to  get 
so  ^ar* 

1964.  Are  those  the  only  times  you  attempted  to  visit  it? — It  was;  there  was 
another  reason  why  I did  not ; I should  have  required  three  days  to  pay  a visit  to 
the  committee  at  Liscanuor,  and  I might  have  visited  five  or  six  committees  nearer 
to  me  in  that  time. 

1 965.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  In  consequence  of  the  distance  ? — And  the  incon- 
venience of  it;  there  was  no  place  where  I could  remain. 

1966.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  know  that  the  men 
were  put  on  with  the  concurrence  of  the  engineer  aud  paid  ? — They  must  have 
been  put  on  I suppose  with  his  knowledge ; but  with  his  concurrence  I cannot 
say.  I have  documents  to  prove  it  was  by  the  order  of  the  committee  and 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  signed  by  the  gentlemen  themselves. 

1967.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  pay  lists  would  have  been  made  out 
unless  it  had  been  with  the  concurrence  of  the  engineer  ? — I think  if  the  engineer 
acted  strictly  according  to  the  letter  of  his  orders  that  they  would  not  have  been 
made  out,  at  least  they  would  not  have  been  of  any  use  without  being  certified 
by  him. 

1968.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Who  were  the  engineers  ? — Mr.  Millett,  Mr. 
Galway,  and  Mr.  Morris. 

lgfig.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Who  was  at  Ivillilagh  ? — I think  Mr.  Galway. 

1970.  Chairman .]  You  say  you  found  upon  investigation,  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  that  abuses  existed,  “ and  that  large  numbers  of  comfortable  farmers  and 
freeholders  have  been  employed  on  the  public  works,  more  particularly  in  the 
parish  of  Killilagh,  tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnamara,  chairman.” 
Do  you  know  that  fact  yourself? — I do,  sir. 

1971.  I find  a note — “ Vide  return  by  Captain  Gordon is  be  to  be  a witness? 
— Yes. 

1972.  What  personal  knowledge  have  you  of  it? — I have  no  personal  know- 
ledge, further  than  its  having  been  proved  to  me  by  Captain  Gordon. 

1973.  Me.  W.  Williams. '\  You  made  this  charge  on  the  authority  of  Captain 
Gordon,  and  not  from  any  knowledge  of  your  own  ? — I had  a perfect  knowledge, 
it  having  been  explained  to  me,  and  shown  to  me  by  documents,  which  would 
leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  of  the  truth  of  it,  by  Captain  Gordon. 

1974.  You  have  admitted  that  the  engineers  may  have  neglected  their  duty  with 
regard  to  the  proper  examination  of  the  lists  ? — They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
examination  of  the  lists. 

1975.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Killi- 
lagh relief  committee  at  the  time  when  all  these  persons  were  employed  who  were 
tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnamara? — Major  Macnamara  was  their 
chairman. 

1976.  Do  you  say  that  positively,  I am  desired  to  ask  you: — Upto  acertain  period. 

1977.  Up  to  a period  when  you  say  you  found,  upon  inquiry,  that  his  constitu- 
ents had  been  employed  ? — At  that  particular  time  Major  Macnamara  was  attending 
Parliament,  and  up  to  the  time  I saw  those  men  were  employed,  Major  Macnamara 
was  chairman  of  that  committee,  but  not  at  the  time  I gave  my  information  to  the 
Board. 

1978.  In 
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197S.  In  March  he  was  attending  his  duties  in  Parliament,  but  at  the  time  you  Cap'..  E.  Wynne. 

refer  to  in  the  letter,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Board? — Yes  ; I do  not  refer  to  any  

particular  time  in  the  letter.  12  May  1S47. 

1979.  Is  it  so  that  in  your  early  acquaintance  with  the  county  of  Clare  you 
found  it  as  you  have  stated  it  in  your  letter  here? — It  is  perfectly  true. 

ipSo.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  had  you  given  to  the  Board  of  Works  informa-  t 

tion  that  you  had  made  these  applications  to  no  purpose,  would  not  that  have 
given  you  the  authority  to  stop  the  works  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

1981 . What  is  your  reason  for  that  answer? — Because  I think  if  we  had  stopped 
the  works  it  would  have  produced  most  disastrous  consequences. 

19S2.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Did  the  Board  of  Works  ever  stop  up  works  * 

except  for  outrage? — Never. 

1983.  Chairman.']  Was  that  done  by  way  of  warning  ? — It  was  done  by  way  of 
warning-  of  the  consequences  that  must  attend  outrage. 

1984.  Mr.  Bellew.]  It  was  never  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  that  a relief 
fund  should  be  dispensed  by  persons  deriving  benefit  therefrom,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly ; for  instance,  stewards,  gangers,  and  check  clerks,  receiving  from  6 s.  to  18.?. 
per  week,  many  of  whom  are  members  of  the  relief  committees  in  the  county  of 
Clare ; can  you  give  us  the  names  of  those  persons  ? — I can  furnish  you  with  the 
names  of  those  to-morrow,  five,  or  six,  or  seven. 

1985.  Sir  J.  JValsh.]  Had  you  not  great  difficulty  in  finding  persons  qualified 
to  perform  the  offices  of  stewards  and  check  clerks  ? — The  greatest  difficulty. 

1986.  It  was  only  those  who  had  some  knowledge  and  acquaintance  with  the 
business  who  were  competent  ? — Yes. 

1957.  And  those  which  likewise  referred  to  preliminary  duties  of  relief  commit- 
tees ? — Yes. 

1958.  There  being  that  great  difficulty  to  find  competent  persons  to  perform 
either  of  those  duties,  did  it  not  become  almost  necessary  that  they  should  be 
united  in  the  same  person,  however  otherwise  objectionable  ? — No,  I cannot  go  so 
far  as  that ; I do  not  think  it  was  necessary. 

1989.  You  state  you  found  great  difficulty  in  finding  persons  properly  qualified  ? 

— Very  great. 

1990.  Would  not  the  same  qualifications  be  necessary  to  form  the  duties  of  re- 
lief committees? — I do  not  know,  indeed;  I think  the  duties  were  completely 
different. 

1991 . That  would  require  some  degree  of  education  ? — The  difference  is,  it  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  a member  of  a committee  should  have  local  know- 
ledge respecting  the  circumstances  of  the  people  called  before  him,  and  of  the 
applicants  for  employment ; and  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance,  with  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  steward,  that  he  should  know  nothing  whatsoever 
about  those  persons. 

1992.  Chairman.']  In  your  judgment  ought  a member  of  a relief  committee 
in  the  county  of  Clare  to  have  been  disqualified  for  steward,  ganger,  or  check 
clerk  ? — Decidedly. 

1993.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  any  such  instances  occurred  of  a mem- 
ber of  a relief  committee  in  Liscannor  or  Killilagh  having  appointed  stewards, 
gangers,  or  check  clerks? — I am  not  aware  of  any ; I did  not  allude  to  those  at 
the  time. 

1994.  Sir  J.  IVaish .]  The*  stewards  and  gangers  and  check  clerks  were 
appointed  by  the  engineers,  were  they  not? — At  first  they  were  ; latterly  the  in- 
specting officer  made  the  appointment  of  check  clerks,  and  we  had  orders  to 
appoint  a better  description  of  persons,  and  at  a higher  rate  of  pay. 

1995.  Did  you  avoid  appointing  those  as  check  clerks  who  were  members  of 
relief  committees  ? — Decidedly. 

1996-  Mr.  Bellew  I]  Were  there  any  applications  from  Liscannor  and  Fisher- 
street  to  be  appointed  to  those  situations  ? — I am  not  aware  there  were. 

1997*  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  ground  you  had  for  reporting 
to  the  Board  that  you  could  not  place  any  confidence  in  any  return  furnished  you 
by  the  committees  ? — I found  the  information  incorrect. 

1 998.  In  all  cases,  I am  desired  to  ask  you  ? — In  a great  many  cases. 

1999.  In  so  many  cases,  however,  did  you  find  the  information  incorrect  as  in 
your  judgment  to  be  unsafe  to  rely  upon  in  general  ? — Decidedly.  If  the  Com- 
mittee would  like  to  see  a specimen  of  a list,  1 can  point  out  some  of  the  grounds 
I had  for  believing  them  incorrect. 

0.105.  o 4 2000.  Let 
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2000.  Let  us  see  one  ? — It  is  at  page  30,  in  paper  1S0. 

2001.  When  did  you  get  that  list?— It  does  not  bear  date,  but  I think  I received 
it  about  the  first  week  in  December. 

2002.  Are  those  observations  in  the  last  column  entered  by  you  or  by  anybody 
else  ? — They  are  entered  by  John  Fitzgerald,  the  assistant-engineer,  who  gave  me 
the  information. 

2003.  Is  this  information  what  you  put  in  the  last  column  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee ? — It  was.  _i  . 

2004.  You  say  it  was  not  questioned  by  them  r — The  correctness  01  it  was  not 
questioned. 

2005.  Without  going  into  that  one  particularly,  but  in  general,  had  you  lists  as 
incorrect  as  this? — My  impression  was,  that  I had  some  that  were  a great  deal 
more  so. 

2006.  I presume  they  were  not  all  as  incorrect? — I can  show  you  almost  any 
amount  of  incorrect  lists. 

2007.  Was  it  upon  such  lists  as  this  that  you  founded  your  observations  to  the 
Board  ? — It  was. 

2008.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  it  was  not  at  that  very  meeting,  at  Ivil- 
mealy,  that  the  committee  entered  into  a resolution  that  your  statements  were  un- 
founded ? — That  committee  entered  into  a resolution,  not  that  my  statements  were 
unfounded,  nor  did  they  deny  the  incorrectness  of  this  additional  information ; 
their  resolution  referred  to  the  statements  made  by  me  to  the  Board  of  Works,  that 
they  acted,  in  the  revising  of  their  lists,  upon  principles  of  cruelty  and  injustice. 

2010.  But  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  they  did  not  enter  a resolution  that 
this  information  of  yours  was  unfounded  ? — Nothing  of  the  sort. 

2011.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  believe  that  information  to  be  correct  at  the  preset 
time  ? — Perfectly  correct,  and  I can  prove  it. 

2012.  Were  these  names  taken  off  the  list  in  consequence? — I believe  they 
were  ; there  was  a very  great  reduction  made  by  Captain  Fishbourne  who  suc- 
ceeded me  in  that  district ; I was  not  aware  of  the  incorrectness  of  this  list  at 
the  time  ; that  was  all  the  data  I had  when  I issued  my  employment  lists. 

2013.  You  were  a party,  from  ignorance,  to  putting  the  names  on? — Yes. 

2014.  Chairman .]  You  acted  upon  the  list? — Yes. 

2015.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  these  observations  of  yours  were 
before  the  committee  at  the  time  you  showed  them  the  list? — They  were;  this 
list,  exactly  in  the  form  in  which  it  stands  now,  was  produced  by  me  to  the 
committee. 

2016.  Mr.  Bellezv.]  When  was  the  list  sent  to  your — I think  about  the  first 
week  in  December.  I think  I sanctioned  the  employment  of  the  men  in  that  list, 
from  the  information  furnished  by  that  list. 

2017.  And  on  the  27th  February  you  made  the  statement? — I did  it  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having  denied  the  accuracy  of  my  statements  in  the  blue  book ; 
that  they  had  acted  upon  such  and  such  principles ; that  they  had  put  men  on  that 
were  not  entitled  to  employment. 

2018.  Were  the  men  then  removed  by  you  with  the  concurrence  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  27th  of  February  ? — No,  I was  not  acting  as  inspecting  officer  at 
that  time. 

2019.  Who  was? — Captain  Fishbourne. 

2020.  Were  they  removed  by  him? — I believe  they  were. 

2021 . Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Kilmealy  committee  ? — 
Mr.  Marcus  Keane. 

2022.  You  point  out  one  person,  Timothy  Lextan,  as  holding  250  acres,  10/. 
freehold;  does  the  valuation  of  11/.  155.  refer  to  the  250  acres? — I believe  it 
does. 

2023.  It  was  poor  land  ? — There  is  a great  deal  of  it  poor. 

2024.  Although  the  person  appears  to  hold  this  large  number  of  acres,  is  he 
not,  considering  that  the  land  is  of  that  poor  quality,  a likely  person  to  be  in  dis- 
tress, under  the  circumstances  of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  ? — I cannot  say  I 
know  sufficient  of  those  circumstances  to  answer  that  question. 

2025.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Captain  Fishbourne  will  give  us  direct  evidence  of  that  t 
—I  do  not  think  he  can  say  the  exact  circumstances  of  any  individual  man  in  the 
list. 

2026.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  say  a 10?. freeholder;  does  that  mean  a freeholder 

in 
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in  fee-si  1 np!e,  or  that  he  has  a profit  of  to  l.  ? — That  he  has  a profit  of  10/.  on  his  Cnpt. 
holding;  that  is  the  view  I take  of  the  matter.  

2027.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  this  question:  it  appears  that 
when  you  laid  your  information  before  the  Committee,  they  persisted  they  were 
not  to  blame,  as  they  could  not  discover  the  holders  of  property  exceeding  an 
acie ; could  they  or  could  they  not  discover  that? — I really  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  not. 

202S.  Did  they  give  any  reason  why  they  could  not  r— They  did.  I said  it 
was  very  extraordinary  they  could  discover  one  acre  where  they  could  not  dis- 
cover 2.50.  Why  they  found  the  only  two  men  on  the  list  that  had  one  acre, 
they  told  me,  because  they  did  not  know  the  exact  extent  of  the  land,  they  put 
down  no  land. 

2029  I need  scarcely  ask  you,  did  you  consider  that  a satisfactory  answer? — 

No,  1 think  not. 

2030.  I am  desiied  to  ask  you,  had  you  any  other  means  for  issuin'*  authority 
for  employment  except  the  committee  lists? — No  other  means. 

2031.  1 am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  you  offer  the  Board,  that  if  they  would  «ive 
you  the  means  of  correct  information,  you  w ould  do  so  ?— I did. 

2032.  Was  that  at  Killilagh  ; the.  same  meeting? — No;  it  was  early  upon  my 

coming  to  Clare.  J 

2033-  I am  desired  to  ask  you  this,  was  it  not  with  a view  to  the  present 
Committee  now  sitting  here,  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  assistant  engineer,  instructed 
you  to  put  down  these  observations,  or  this  information;  did  you  put  down  these 
observations  with  a view  to  this  evidence,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ? — 

No  ; there  was  not  any  Committee  ordered  at  the  time.  It  was  for  the  information 
of  the  Board,  who  had  referred  the  matter  to  me  for  further  report. 

2034.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  after  an  order  had  been  made  for  hold- 
ing this  Committee? — It  was  long  before  it ; the  papers  had  been  moved  for  by 
The  House;  the  order  of  The  House  had  been  sent  to  me  by  the  Board,  with 
instructions  for  any  further  report  on  the  subject  that  I was  able  to  give.  I gave 
this  report;  and  alter  I went  to  Clare  I ascertained,  as  far  as  I could,  the  grounds 
of  the  charges  I had  brought  on  a former  occasion. 

2033.  Mr.  Bellew.]  There  are  two  names,  James  M'Mahon  and  John 
M‘Mahon  ; what  is  the  nature  of  the  fraud  you  conceive  practised  there? — One 
man  has  got  nine,  the  other  eight  children.  Captain  Fishbourne  gave  me  that 
information ; and  he  stated  that  the  son  was  only  married  one  year,  and  they  put 
him  down  eight  children. 

2036.  And  you  mean  to  convey  that  this  man,  ouly  married  one  year,  is  put 
dowu  as  having  a family  of  eight  children ’--And  he  was  living  by  himself.  The 
father  had  originally  eight  children;  his  wife  and  family  consisted  of  nine;  one 
of  the  sons  married  j two  of  them  went  away ; and  still  he  is  put  down  as  haying 
nine  children  ; and  the  son  was  married  one  year,  and  is  put  down  as  having  eight 
•children.  I consider  that  a fraud. 

2037.  Chairman.]  “ Major  Macnamara  had  on  a former  occasion  grossly 
insulted  Mr.  Millett,  and  pointed  him  out  to  the  mob  as  having  called  them 
ruffians  ; ’ is  that  statement  true,  I am  desiied  to  ask  you? — There  is  a statement 
in  the  letter  part  of  it  which  would  infer  it  was  on  a former  occasion  that  Major 
Mc>«namara  had  pointed  out  Mr.  Millett  to  the  mob. 

. 2038.  How  came  you  to  make  the  mistake? — 1 am  not  aware  I made  a 
^ mistake. 

« 2039.  You  now  correct  it,  and  say  it  was  then  and  there  ? — It  was  then  and 

there. 

1 am  desired  10  ask  y°u  w^ea  was  fhat  Major  Macnamara  pointed  out 
Mi. 'Millett  to  the  mob  as  having  called  them  ruffians’ — On  that  occasion ; the 
4th  jf  December. 

2041.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which  that 

took  place  ?— Mr.  Millett  was  called  upon 

2042.  Were  you  present ?—  I was  present.  Mr.  Millett  was  called  upon  to 

assign  the  reasou  why  he  was  not  at  such  a place  on  such  a day,  according  to  his 
appointment  ; he  stated  his  reason  to  be,  that  he  was  stopped  in  the  street  of 
iiiiinistimon  by  a set  of  ruffians,  who  made  him  prisoner.  Major  Macnamara 
immediately  called  out,  “ Who  do  you  call  a set  of  ruffians?  Do  you  hear  that, 
boys  r J 

2043.  To  whom  did  Major  Macnamara  address  those  words  ? — To  the  people. 

°-,05-  P 2044.  In 
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2044.  In  the  court-house?— -Iu  the  court-house. 

2045.  Mr.  Williams."]  But  Mr.  Millett  had  previously  stated  that  he  had  been 
detained  by  a set  of  ruffians,  and  then  Major  Macnamara  called  for  an  explana- 
tion ? — No ; he  waited  for  no  explanation ; he  stated,  as  nearly  as  possible,  what 
I have  just  mentioned  : “ Who  do  you  call  a set  of  ruffians  ? Do  you  hear  that, 
boys  ? ” 

’2046.  The  question  was  not  addressed  to  Mr.  Millett,  but  merely  a repetition 
of  what  he  said  to  the  crowd? — Yes. 

2047.  Sir  J.  IValsh.]  He  addressed  “Who  do  you  call  ruffians?”  to  Mr. 
Millett? — Yes. 

204S.  Chairman.']  Did  Mr.  Millett  make  any  answer  to  the  question  ? — No, 
there  was  no  time. 

2049.  Time  or  no  time,  did  he  make  any  answer? — No,  I do  not  think  he  did. 

2050.  Did  Mr.  Millett  say  how  many  days  before  he  had  been  prevented  by 
being  stopped  in  the  street  ? — I have  no  recollection  that  he  mentioned  the  date ; 
I merely  state  the  precise  words  as  nearly  as  possible. 

2051.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Millett  was  to  have  attended 
to  put  250  men  to  work  on  Saturday? — I cannot  say  as  to  the  day,  but  I know  he 
had  made  an  appointment  which  he  did  not  keep. 

2052.  They  attended  there  the  first  day  and  the  following  day,  and  he  was  not 
there? — No. 

2053.  The  third  day  he  was  not  there? — I cannot  go  into  particulars,  for  I do 
not  recollect  the  circumstance  so  distinctly. 

2054.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Millett  was  not  prevented  by  these  ruffians 
from  keeping  his  engagement  to  employ  those  men? — I do  not  say  that;  my 
belief  is  he  was  prevented. 

2055.  Was  he  prevented  for  three  days? — Oh  no;  decidedly  not. 

2056.  Was  he  prevented  for  more  than  one  day  ? — No,  I do  not  think  any 
thing  appeared  before  us  to  leave  an  impression  on  my  mind  that  he  was  detained 
for  a length  of  time. 

2057.  What  do  you  call  a length  of  time  ? — He  might  be  for  an  hour  or  two; 
but  I cannot  say  exactly  what  length  of  time. 

2058.  Chairman .]  With  reference  to  this  paragraph,  “ Major  Macnamara  had 
on  a former  occasion  grossly  insulted  Mr.  Millett,  and  then,  at  that  time,  on  the 
4th,  he  pointed  him  out  to  the  mob  as  having  called  them  ruffians.”  I am  desired 
to  ask  you,  do  you  know  on  a former  occasion  that  Major  Macnamara  had  insulted 
Mr.  Millett? — No,  I do  not;  it  was  reported  to  me. 

2059.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  do  you  not  know  that  after  that  former  differ- 
ence between  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  Millett,  Major  Macnamara  had  made  an 
apology  to  the  gentleman,  and  had  invited  him  to  dinner,  and  he  promised  to 
din,e  ? — I know  that  he  did  ask  him  to  dinner. 

2060.  Do  you  knowj  the  rest,  that  he  made  a full  apology? — He  made  a full 
apology  on  the  occasion. 

20f)i.  On  the  same  day  the  difference  occurred? — On  the  same  day  the  dif- 
ference occurred. 

2062.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  were  aware  of  that  fact  when  you  wrote  this 
letter? — I was. 

2063.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  on  the  day  on  which 
he  said  he  would  commence  the  works,  the  Major  did  not  tell  him  if  he  would 
come  afterwards  and  dine,  he  would  give  him  a bed  at  his  house  ? — Yes,  that  was 
stated  that  day. 

2064.  “ Mr.  O'Brien  had  also,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Millett,  endeavoured  to 
intimidate  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  threatened  to  name  him  to  the 
people  as  the  cause  of  the  delay,  if  he  did  not  comply  with  his  wishes  in  putting 
the  men  to  work  at  once.”  Had  you  that  statement  from  Mr.  Millett  ? — I had, 
sir. 

2065.  Do  you  know  anything  of  it  yourself,  except  from  Mr.  Millett’s  state- 
ment ? — No. 

2066.  Did  you,  in  consequence  of  receiving  information  from  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  think  it  your  duty  to  report  it  ? — Decidedly  ; I considered  it 
one  of  my  duties,  and  the  best  source  of  information. 

2067.  “ So  strongly  did  I hold  this  opinion,  that  on  the  following  Thursday,  h1 
the  same  place,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  refuse  going  on  with  the  proceedings  in  the 
presence  of  a similar  concourse  of  people,  and  insisted  on  adjourning  to  an  adjoin- 
ing 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  107 


ing  room,  in  which  step  I was  most  violently  opposed  by  Major  Macnamara  and 
Mr.  O'Brien ; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  then  present  that 
had  that  meeting  been  held  in  open  court  the  very  worst  consequences  would  have 
followed.  I may  also  add,  that  at  the  next  sessions  held  in  the  same  court,  in 
presence  of  Mr.  O'l'rien,  then  sitting  on  the  bench  as  chairman,  I was  handed  a 
starlight  notice,  threatening  my  life  if  I did  not  leave  those  parts.”  Is  that  so  ? — 
Perfectly,  strictly  true. 

206S.  “ I was  under  no  apprehension  for  my  own  personal  safety,  but  I repeat 
that  I consider  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  not  only  cal- 
culated to  alarm  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  but  to  endanger  their  lives.” 
Now  in  your  judgment,  was  the  conduct  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare 
such  as  you  have  described  it  here,  and  in  your  opinion  calculated  to  alarm  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  to  endanger  their  lives  ? — I think  it  was ; I 
have  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 

2069.  Will  you  give  us  the  reason,  why,  in  your  opinion,  their  conduct 
was  calculated  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — If 
you  will  allow  me  to  go  through  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  as  given  by  the 
Honourable  Member  himself,  I shall  be  able  to  point  out,  even  by  his  own  show- 
ing, that  the  course  taken  by  the  two  Honourable  Members  was  calculated  to 
place  the  public  officers  in  a situation  which,  rendering  them  obnoxious  to  the 
people,  and  from  the  state  of  the  country,  and  representing  them  as  the  enemies 
of  the  people,  was  quite  sufficient  to  endanger  their  lives. 

2070.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know  that  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  dined  with  Mr.  O’Brien  on  that  day? — 1 do,  perfectly  well. 

2071.  What  was  his  name  ? — Mr.  Hill. 

2072.  Was  he  a district  engineer,  I am  desired  to  ask  you? — He  was.  I saw 
him  in  the  evening,  and  he  was  one  of  those  who  stated  that  Mr.  Millett’s  life 
would  be  in  danger  if  he  remained  there,  and  he  called  on  Mr.  Gamble  and  my- 
self to  remove  him. 

2073.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Had  he  stated  any  reason  why  bis  life  would  be  in  dan- 
ger ? — 111  consequence  of  the  position  he  was  placed  in,  certainly  ; with  regard  to 
the  people,  and  the  exposed  position  in  which  he  stood. 

2074.  You  state,  “ I may  also  add,  that  at  the  next  sessions  held  in  the  same 
court,  in  presence  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  then  sitting  on  the  bench  as  chairman,  I was 
handed  a starlight  notice  threatening  my  life  if  I did  not  leave  those  parts.”  Was 
that  starlight  notice  handed  to  you  publicly  ? — It  was. 

2075.  Did  you  recognize  the  party  who  handed  it  to  you  ? — No. 

2076.  You  must  have  received  it  from  somebody's  hands? — Decidedly. 

2077.  When  you  saw  that,  did  you  not  feel  it  your  duty  to  have  that  person 
seized  immediately? — It  was  impossible;  I received,  I think,  45  letters  and 
petitions  on  that  day. 

207S.  This  was  handed  to  you  ? — It  was  handed  to  me  as  I passed  through  the 
crowd  coining  into  the  court-house,  three  or  four  at  a time ; it  was  the  case  at 
almost  all  the  meetings  I went  to,  there  were  a number. of  petitions  and  letters 
handed  to  me  as  I passed  through  the  crowd,  and  amongst  those  I found  this 
one. 

2079.  Notwithstanding  that,  you  state  you  were  under  no  apprehension  for 
your  own  personal  safety  ? — Decidedly  not ; at  least  when  I say  apprehension,  I 
should  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge  I was  alarmed  by  a starlight  notice. 

2080.  You  state  you  were  under  no  apprehension  for  your  own  personal  safety  ? 
— Decidedly  not. 

2081.  You  state  immediately  after,  “But  I repeat,  I consider  the  conduct  of 
Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  not  only  calculated  to  alarm  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Works,  but  to  endanger  their  lives.”  What  were  the  circumstances 
which  placed,  in  your  opinion,  the  officers  of  the  Board  in  danger  when  you 
felt  yourself  entirely  free  from  danger  ? — I never  felt  myself  entirely  free  from 
danger. 

2082.  You  state  you  were  under  no  apprehension  ? — I draw  the  distinction  be- 
tween fear  and  danger.  I took  the  necessary  steps  in  case  anything  should  occur 
to  me ; such  was  the  extent  of  my  feeling  of  danger,  that  J took  certain  steps 
to  arrange  my  affairs  in  case  anything  should  occur  to  me ; but  I did  not  think  it 
either  becoming  in  me,  or  a good  example  to  the  other  officers,  on  any  one  oc- 
casion to  express  fear  or  apprehension. 

2083.  That  is  not  the  question  ; you  state  here  some  time  subsequent  to  this 
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event,  you  were  under  no  apprehension  for  your  personal  safety ; am  I to  under- 
stand after  you  made  use  of  that  expression,  you  still  consider  you  were  in  some 
personal  danger  ? — Decidedly  so.  . 

2084.  Sir  J.  TValsh.]  You  meant  as  a military  man,  having  a public  duty  to 

perform,  you  considered  you  were  not  to  be  moved  at  apprehensions?— 
Decidedly  so.  . 

2085.  But  not  that  you  were  actually  in  no  danger  Quite  the  reverse;  I was 
perfectly  aware  that  when  I left  home  in  the  morning  it  was  very  problematical 
whether  I should  return  again. 

20S6.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  felt  you  were  in  danger,  but  you  took  means  to  pro- 
tect yourself? — I took  every  means  to  protect  myself;  I thought  it  most  unbe- 
coming to  show  the  slightest  symptom  of  fear,  and  also  very  bad  policy. 

2087.  Chairman .]  As  an  officer  and  a gentleman,  were  you  afraid  of  a ser- 
vice of  danger  P — No,  not  in  the  least. 

2088.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  who  was 
on  the  bench  as  chairman,  at’the  time  when  you  received  this  starlight  notice?— 
I must  say  the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  was  perfectly  correct,  in  my  opinion,  and 
such  as  I think  did  him  credit. 

2089.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  also  what  was  the  conduct  of  Captain  Francis 
Macnamara  upon  the  same  occasion  ? — What  it  was  011  all  occasions,  wherever 
J had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Captain  Macnamara,  thoroughly  correct  and 
thoroughly  gentlemanly  in  every  respect ; I have  no  secoud  opinion  upon  that 
subject. 

2090.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  did  not  begin 
a subscription  by  entering  his  name  for  20  l.  and  Major  Macnamara  50?.,  to 
discover  the  offender? — Yes,  it  is  a fact. 

2091.  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  the  chairman,  did 
not  speak  to  the  people  on  that  occasion  in  the  strongest  terms  of  reprobation  at 
the  act  that  was  done? — He  did. 

2092.  Mr.  Bellew. ] Did  you  report  those  circumstances  of  the  subscription 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  Board  of  Works? — I did. 

2093.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you  to  whom  you  handed  the  starlight 
notice? — To  Captain  Macnamara,  who  was  with  me  at  the  time  I opened  it; 
I did  not  intend  to  show  it  to  the  bench,  but  Captain  Macnamara  took  it  from 
me,  and  brought  it  out  and  handed  it  to  the  chairman. 

2094.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  did  Captain  Macnamara  say  upon  that 
occasion  ? — I cannot  recollect  his  words,  but  he  showed  himself  what  I have 
always  heard  him  to  be;  he  did  everything  in  his  power  and  showed  the  greatest 
possible  indignation  at  the  occurrence  of  such  a circumstance. 

2095.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  can  remember  what  was  the 
expression  of  Captain  Macnamara  when  he  was  by  you  and  saw  you  receive  the 
starlight  notice?  — I cannot  recollect  the  exact  words,  but  they  are  in  the 
report. 

20.j6.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  do  you  know  that  Captain  Macnamara  was 
elected  chairman  in  the  room  of  his  father  ? — He  was. 

2097.  At  Killilagh? — I had  reason  to  believe  he  was. 

2098.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether,  knowing  Captain  Macnamara  as  you 
do,  you  consider  him  at  all  likely  in  any  way  to  put  people  improperly  upon  the 
works,  knowiug  it? — I do  not  think  he  would,  and  I have  reason  to  believe  he 
did  everything  in  his  power  to  restore  order. 

2099.  1 am  desired  to  ask  you,  at  the  time  you  received  the  starlight  notice, 
did  you  make  a special  report  to  your  Board  of  Works,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  O Brien  and  Captain  Macnamara? — I made  a special  report  on  that  evening 
to  the  Board  of  Works  ; whether  I specified  any  of  the  magistrates  present  I do 
not  know. 

2100.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  you  reported  officially  the  good  opinion 
you  entertained  of  their  conduct  r— Yes,  decidedly,  at  page  6 of  the  small  blue 
book,  “ elicited  strong  reprobation,  which  was  expressed  on  the  occasion.” 

2101.  The  question  was,  whether  you  mentioned  Mr.  O’Brien  by  name?— No, 
I did  not. 

2102.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  considering  the  part  they  took  upon 
the  occasion  of  your  receiving  the  starlight  notice,  you  considered  it  was  fair 
towards  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  not  to  mention  him  favourably  to  your  Board  of 
Works,  having  reference  to  all  differences  being  made  up  between  you  and  that 

gentleman  ?— 
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gentleman? — I think,  had  I considered  the  matter,  perhaps  I ought  to  have  done 
so,  but  I do  not  conceive  it  was  any  part  of  my  duty  or  any  part  of  my  business. 

2103.  In  your  judgment,  do  you  consider  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara, 
and  Air.  O’Brien  was,  as  you  have  stated  in  this  report,  calculated  to  alarm  the 
officers  of  the  Hoard  and  endanger  their  lives? — It  was,  sir. 

2104.  1 am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  considered  it  fair  to  Mr.  O’Brien, 
considering  his  conduct  towards  you  on  that  occasion,  and  your  being  at  no 
difference  with  him  at  the  time,  not  to  report  him  to  the  Board  ?• — I did  consider 
it  fair;  I did  not  consider  it  at  all  necessary.  I express,  as  I conceive,  my  appro- 
bation of  the  bench  ; I saw  no  reasons  for  specifying  any  particular  names. 

2105.  Mr.  IE.  Williams .]  Did  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  speak  of  those  two 
gentlemen  when  you  considered  their  conduct  particularly  deserved  to  be^disap- 
proved  of? — No. 

2:06.  Chairman^  I am  desired  to  ask  you  why,  introducing  Captain  Mac- 
namara’s  name,  you  omitted  to  mention  Air.  O’Brien? — I think  by  reference  to 
my  report  you  will  find  I speak  of  Captain  Macnamara  as  being  the  person  who 
handed  the  notice  to  the  bench,  not  with  reference  to  his  conduct ; and  I certainly 
think  that  if  any  man  had  a claim  upon  me  particularly  mentioning  his  name,  that 
Captain  Macnamara  had. 

2107.  1 am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know  Captain  Macnamara 
is  at  present  in  possession  of  a large  estate,  quite  independent  of  the  Major? — 
I am  perfectly  aware  of  it,  sir. 

2108.  I am  desired,  in  reference  to  the  question  879,  to  ask  you  to  state  to  the 
Committee  whether  the  meeting  there  referred  to  was  not  convened  for  an  extra- 
ordinary sessions  ?— It  was. 

2109.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  it  convened  for  that  purpose  alone,  or  for 
any  oilier  purpose? — INo  other  purpose,  that  purpose  alone. 

2110.  lain  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  did  not  then 
state  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  magistrates 
and  cesspayers  ? — I am  not  aware  that  he  ever  did. 

2111.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  could  any  other  business  be  transacted  on  that 
day  there  besides  the  presenting  of  money? — 1 am  not  aware  that  any  other 
business  could,  at  least  I have  never  seen  any  other  at  presentment  sessions. 

2112.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  to  state  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  you  did  not, 
on  the  29th  February  1829,  sell  out  of  the  32d  regiment  as  ensign,  and  not  as 
lieutenant  ? — 1 will  tell  you  exactly  how  that  occurred. 

2113-14.  Did  you  sell  out  as  ensign  ? — No,  as  lieutenant,  but  I never  served 
as  lieutenant;  I served  as  ensign  from  three  to  four  years. 

2115.  Your  name  is  mentioned  as  a captain  on  half-pay ; are  you  a captain  on 
half-pay? — No,  decidedly  not. 

2116.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  being  no  captain,  you 
are  still  put  down  as  captain  on  half-pay? — I never  put  myself  down  as  captain  on 
half-pay,  nor  do  I know  that  I was  put  down  so ; anybody  who  knows  anything 
of  Ireland  knows  it  is  a very  common  thing  after  you  have  left  the  army  alto- 
gether. 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  called  in ; and  Examined. 

2117.  Chairman .]  WHAT  is  your  name  ?— Samuel  Gamble. 

2118.  Are  you  an  Irishman  ? — I am. 

2119.  What  business  have  you  been  during  your  life? — Civil  Engineer. 

2120.  Were  you  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  in  county  Clare? — I was. 

2121.  What  time  did  you  first  go  to  county  Clare  ?— I think  I arrived  at  Ennis 
on  the  19th  September  1846. 

2122.  Had  you  with  you  instructions  from  the  Board? — I had  them  either  with 
me,  or  they  came  down  by  the  next  post. 

2123.  In  writing  or  in  print? — Print,  filled  up  with  writing. 

2124.  Have  you  them  if  we  require  them  ? — They  are  in  No.  180. 

2125.  When  you  got  to  the  country  did  you  find  any  person  belonging  to  the 
service  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  active  service  ?-.-I  do  not  think  that  they  were 
actually  on  relief  service  at  the  time  ; there  had  been  several  assistant  engineers 
on  the  grant  works,  and  they  were  there  waiting  for  employment,  and  some  of 
them  employed  by  the  county  surveyor. 
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2126.  When  did  your  service  in  county  Clare  cease  al together  ?-Only  when  I 

left  there,  imriiedialely  on  coming  up  here.  . p, 

2127.  When  did  ii  cease  ?-I  still  give  directions  for  W est  C are. 

2,28.  How  many  civil  engineers  were  engaged  m county  Clare  besides  your- 
self  r—  It  was  divided  into  two  divisions,  eastern  and  western. 
oi  >q.  You  were  appointed  to  the  western  only  r— Y es,  sir. 

2120  How  many  Other  engineers  besides  yourself  were  engaged  upon  the 
western  side  oulr  r— Twenly  or  21  civil  engineers  and  surveyors,  acting  under  me. 

2131.  How  many  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  employed  during  your 
time,  upon  the  whole  f — I think  21  or  22.  T , . , , 

2132  Persons  sent  from  the  Board  of  Works  into  the  county  ?— I think  there 

WE2133-  Who  was  the  chief  officer  of  you  all  ill  the  county  ?— In  the  western 
diltrict  I was  the  chief  engineer. 

2134  Were  vour  duties  as  chief  engineer  different  from  the  other  engineers, 
and  peculiar  to  'yourself ’—The  duties  of  management  and  direction  belonged  to 
me,  and  those  are  set  forth  in  the  instructions  in  No.  1S0,  and  by  circulars 

21  ok.  When  you  got  to  the  county,  in  what  state  did  you  hml  the  relief  com- 
mittees?— I was  appointed  a member  of  the  relief  committees,  but  they  had  not 
been  formed  at  that’ time,  preparatory  to  the  9th  & 10th  Victoria;  that  is  my 

2136.  Your  impression  is,  they  had  not  been  formed  r The  whole  of  them,  at 

^2137.  Was  there  any  committee  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  which  was  established 
under  any  authority  whatsoever  in  the  county  when  you  went  there?— The  com- 
mittees that  had  been  established  under  the  grant  were  still,  I think,  regarded  as 
the  committees  until  the  new  ones  would  be  appointed. 

2138.  Mr.  Bellew .]  The  committees  under  the  Grant  Act  were  very  irregularly 

constituted  ? — I believe  so.  . . . , 

2139.  There  were  not  committees  in  many  districts  r— The  committees  Had 
larger  districts  under  the  Grant  Act,  because  there  was  less  pressure. 

2140.  Chairman.]  Will  you  tell  us  what  were  your  general  duties  ?— The  first 
duty  I was  directed  to  perform,  and  for  which  I was  sent  down  express,  was  that 
of  attending  the  presentment  sessions,  some  of  which  1 attended. 

2141.  At  what  dates?— The  first  day  was  21  September.  It  was  also  my 
duty,  by  means  of  what  information  I could  get,  to  select  from  the  works  pre- 
sented, for  some  for  the  Commissioners  to  recommend  to  the  Treasury  for 
sanction. 

2142.  What  was  your  other  head  of  duty? — To  make  arrangements  for  the 
commencement  of  those  works,  and  carrying  themmto  execution  ; I was  appointed 
a member  of  the  relief  committee,  but  it  was  not  considered  especially  part  of  my 
duty. 

2143.  You  did  connect  yourself  in  assembly  with  them  ? — I did,  sir. 

2144.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  county  surveyor  engaged  along  with  you  at  those 
presentments? — He  was,  as  county  surveyor,  not  as  officer  under  the  Board  of 
Works  ; in  his  own  district  he  attended  the  sessions  iu  both  capacities,  and  I was 
not  there. 

2145.  Chairman.]  Did  you,  from  time  to  time,  make  your  reports  to  the  Board 
of  Works?— I did. 

2146.  Were  reports  made  to  you,  as  chief  engineer,  by  subordinate  officers:— 
They  were,  sir. 

2147.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  poor  as  to  Work  ?— I think,  sir,  when 
I went  down  there  were  no  persons  at  work,  except  only  a very  few’  here  and 
there,  on  some  of  the  grant  works. 

2148.  Did  you  yourself  assist  in  setting  them  to  work? — I did,  sir : I made  the 
general  arrangements. 

2149.  Did  you  see  any  of  those  lists  which  have  been  shown  us  with  the 
original  lists?— I did. 

2150.  Did  you  find  whether  those  were  the  ordinary  lists  furnished  by  the 
relief  committees  ? — By  no  means. 

2151.  What  did  you  find  ? — At  the  time  I went  down  there  was  scarcely  any 
one  employed  ; but  by  degrees,  the  people  were  put  to  work  ; shortly  after  I 
went  there,  Captain  Baillie  was  sent  down  to  take  charge  of  the  relief  department, 

and 
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and  he  issued  some  tickets;  in  other  places  people  were  put  to  work  on  lists 
issued,  either  by  committees  or  members  of'  committees.  I can  explain  how  all 
that  occurred  by  letters  I have  here. 

^>erhj*Ps  ^ is  not  necessary? — I think  it  is,  to  show  the  pressure  on  me 
at  the  time;  there  was  a great  pressure  for  employment,  and  towards  the  begin- 
ning ot  October  urgent  representations  were  made  from  almost  every  part  of  the 
county  tor  employment. 

Mere  those  urgent  representations  made  bv  rich  persons  for  their  poorer 
neighbours,  as  well  as  by  the  poor  themselves  ?—  I refer  to  the  urgent  representa- 
tions of  gentlemen  and  clergymen. 

2154.  Mr.  Belleu'. ] Did  you  consider  yourself  justified  in  qualifying  or  reject- 
ing any  pei son  who  should  be  employed"  on  any  particular  work  ? — No,  by  no 
means,  that  was  Captain  Baillie’s  duty. 

2155.  Chairman.]  At  that  time  were  complaints  made  on  the  part  of  the  poor 
themselves  that  they  were  insufficiently  employed  or  insufficiently  paid?— Insuffi- 
ciently paid  ; there  was  scarcely  anything  doing  when  I went  to  Clare. 

215b.  W hen  the  relief  committees  were  in  operation,  did  you  find  that  the  poor 
were  set  to  work,  and  that  their  complaints  were  beginning'  to  cease  ?— I think  I 
ave  not  conveyed  my  meaning.  Y\  lien  1 went  down  no  commencement  had  been 
made;  Here  was  a cessation  between  the  Grant  and  Labour  Rate  Acts;  and  alter 
vi en  own  I received  a circular,  directing  the  grant  works  to  be  commenced, 
---bere  the  committees  were  most  anxious  to  get  the  people  on  their 


2157-  Had  you  ever  been  in  tile  county  before  ? — I had,  but  not  for  a leno-th 
of  time.  * 

2158.  Were  you  personally  known  to  either  of  the  two  gentlemen,  the 
Honourable  Members  for  Clare  ?— No,  sir,  not  at  all. 

2159.  Mr.  J3e//ac\]  Do  you  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  relief  committee  to  state 
what  number  should  be  employed  on  any  particular  works  ? — It  was  more  particu- 
larly the  duty  of  the  local  engineer  to  do  that ; it  was  impossible  for  me  to  enter 
into  that  question  ; occasionally  I did. 

2 1 60.  Mr.  W.  Hilliams.~\  The  relief  committees  were  anxious  to  put  the  people 
to  work? — Very  anxious. 

*«'-  .Was  ll?ere  any  delay  in  putting  them  to  work? — No  delay  that  could 
possibly  be  avoided ; when  I went  down  the  presentment  sessions  were  only  in 
the  course  ot  being  held;  shortly  after  the  presentments  were  made,  I got 
rnsti uctions  to  report  to  the  Board,  which  I did,  and  I then  got  directions  to 
delay36”06  ^ W01^S’  an<*  PeuPle  "ere  Put  to  work  with  the  least  possible 

2162.  But  were  there  any  particular  circumstances  unavoidable  that  prevented 
the  people  being  put  to  work  who  were  in  a state  of  destitution? — I cannot  an- 
swer that  otherwise  than  this,  that  there  was  great  destitution,  and  that  to  meet 
that  destitution  every  effort  was  made,  but  that  everywhere  there  was  the  crowd- 
ing 01  people  on  the  works  by  the  committees;  they  were  anxious  to  put  the 
people  on,  that  they  should  be  employed  in  great  numbers,  and  now  it  surprises 
me  that  so  many  were  employed  in  so  short  a time. 

2163.  Chairman What  was  the  greatest  number  that  ever  were  employed 
during  your  time? — I should  say  not  less  than  36.000. 

2164.  But  how  many  did  you  find  when  you  first  went  into  the  county  ? — Not 
300,  perhaps. 

ai®|-  Are  you  speaking  of  36,000  in  the  western  division  ?— Yes,  sir. 

21  b'  M Borthwick-l  That  was  division  under  your  charge?— Yes. 

, 21  7.  Mr . Beliew.]  Local  engineers  were  expected  to  give  rough  estimates  of 
tne  works  and  the  expense  of  them  ?— It  was  part  of  the  instructions  ; generally 
ley  ma  e out  a schedule  of  all  applications  where  the  works  were  of  such 
11  Mas  impossible  to  make  close  estimates;  it  would  be  necessary  to 
rAort  «r  r aDS  anc!  motions,  which  would  have  occupied  me  and  a good 


part  of  my  stall  for  upwards  of  six  months. 


sir21^«  Chair, man .]  Did  y^ou  set  the  prices  upon  the  measured  work? — I did, 
tions  1 gave  ^ ®'ve  &enera^  instructions  for  that  purpose,  which  instruc- 

^°U,  ^^recti°ns  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  allow  such  prices  in 
Hir  %■  16  work  as  would  enable  the  people  to  get  more  than  is. ? — I bad; 
0.105  ^ l°  aI1°W  Such  Prices  that  rae“  w°rking 


in  the  ordinary 
way 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
1*  Hay  1847. 
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way  might  earn  from  lotf.  to  1 $d.,  and  that  those  that  would  work  well  might 
earn  18  c?.  a day. 

2170.  Did  you  find  that  persons  who  had  that  privilege  availed  themselves  of 
it? — I found  the  greatest  opposition  to  task-work. 

2171.  Did  you  explain  to  the  people,  the  best  you  could,  that  by  task-work  they 
could  earn  more  than  8c?.,  to  as  much  as  1 s.  a day  ? — I did.  I think  it  would  be 
as  well  I should  give  in  evidence  the  instructions  1 issued  to  the  local  engineers. 

gjr  Ennis,  5 October  1846. 

You  have  been  already  informed  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Commissioners  that  all  the 
works  under  the  Relief  Acts  shall  be  executed  by  taskwork,  as  far  as  possible.  In  addition 
to  the  personal  communications  I have  had  with  you  on  the  subject,  I request  your  atten- 
tion to  the  following  observations.  It  is  difficult  to  give  directions  for  taskwork,  at  once 
sufficiently  comprehensive  and  specific ; a great  deal  must  depend  on  the  judgment  and 
practical  knowledge  of  the  executive  officer;  so  that  any  rules  that  1 lay  down  must  be 
modified  by  circumstances;  they  are  merely  intended  to  supply  in  some  measure  the  place 
of  practical  knowledge  when  that  cannot  be  obtained.  The  work  is  to  be  divided  into 
small  lots,  and  let  by  task  to  gangs  of  men,  from  eight  to  sixteen,  who  must  choose  a 
gaugleader,  to  be  paid  Is.  in  the  pound  out  of  the  work,  in  addition  to  his  share  of  the 
gang’s  earning  during  the  month.  Stewards,  to  he  paid  by  ihe  Board,  must  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  several  gangs,  and  to  see  that  the  work  is  properly  executed.  The  check 
clerks  are  to  keep  their  check  accounts  of  each  gang  as  usual. 

The  mode  of  putting  Men  to  Work. — It.  is  of  much  consequence  properly  to  apportion  the 
men  employed,  so  that  there  may  be  a due  proportion  between  the  number  of  finders, 
fillers,  and  wheelers.  On  this  point  the  economy  of  work  in  a great  measure  depends. 
The  proportion  must  vary  according  to  the  kind  of  clay  to  be  excavated,  and  the  distance 
and  steer.  I will  take  as  an  example  a hill  to  be  excavated,  consisting  chiefly  of  stiff  clav, 
and  the  lead  as  two  stages  of  24  yards  each.  To  work  this  with  a double  run  would 
require  the  following  men:  finders,  six  to  eight;  fillers,  four;  wheelers,  four;  14  to  16. 
A man  can  probably  be  spared  from  the  finders  occasionally,  to  clear  the  way  before  the 
barrows  at  the  tip ; the  regulation  of  the  roadway  and  of  the  slopes  of  the  banks  should 
afterwards  be  separately  contracted  for.  If  the  material  to  be  excavated  he  loose,  a smaller 
number  of  finders  may  answer,  and  if  it  be  compact  a greater  number  will  be  required  ; if 
the  stages  be  made  too  long  the  fillers  will  not  be  constantly  employed,  if  too  short  the 
wheelers  will  not  be  fully  employed.  There  may  be  cases  in  which,  from  want  of  space 
or  want  of  barrows,  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  three  fillers  for  two  barrows,  and  make 
the  stages  longer. 

Measurement  and  Valuation.  — It  is  of  importance  that  the  woik  be  measured  before 
being  commenced,  and  be  divided  into  lots,  the  dimensions  of  which  should  be  carefully 
preserved  for  future  reference ; if  any  question  should  arise,  the  value  must  also  be  deter- 
mined beforehand  ; and  the  work  may  be  let,  either  by  the  lot  or  by  measurement,  but  in 
all  cases  the  quantity  must  be  stated,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  periodical  returns  made  to 
the  engineer’s  office.  The  determination  of  the  value  of  a piece  of  work,  either  by  lot  or 
by  measurement,  is,  iu  a great  measure,  a practical  question ; but,  as  some  guide,  I 
would  mention  from  3 i d.  to  4 £ d.  per  cubic  yard  as  a hi^h  but  not  unreasonable 
price  for  finding  and  filling  stiff  clay ; and  from  \ d.  to  $ d.  per  yard  per  stage  of 
24  yards,  as  the  price  for  wheeling.  From  1 \d.  to  2 d.  per  cubic  yard  would  be  a 
high  price  for  finding  and  filling  bog  stuff,  and  per  stage  for  wheeling.  If  any 
stones  occur  in  the  excavation,  and  are  preserved  and  wheeled  into  heaps,  about  bd.  per 
cubic  yard  may  be  allowed  for  these  above  the  value  entered  for  the  measurement  of  the 
cutting.  When  the  metalling  is  taken  off  existing  roads,  to  it  the  same  principle  of  valu- 
ation may  be  applied.  The  prices,  I find,  usually  allowed  for  breaking  stones  here  is 
12 d.  per  yard,  which  I consider  in  most  cases  an  ample  allowance,  even  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  small  dimensions  to  which  the  stones  are  broken.  For  rock-cutting  it  is 
impossible  to  name  a price  that  would  be  even  an  approximation,  as  it  .may  cost  from  6 d. 
to  3s.  per  yard,  according  to  circumstances;  the  prices  will  often  vary  between  wider 
limits.  The  value  of  quarrying  stones  for  metalling  or  walling  differs  widely  from  rock- 
cutting, and  may  be  stated  from  4 d.  to  8 d.  per  cubic  yard. 

The  price  of  a well-made  sod  fence,  five  feet  six  inches  to  six  feet  wide  at  base,  and  three 
feet  six  inches  high,  may  be  taken  at  from  Is.  6 d.  to  2s.  per  lineal  perch.  If  stones  are 
used  in  the  inner  face  for  one  foot  high,  the  style  of  fence  will  be  much  improved  thereby, 
and  2s.  per  perch  would  not  be  au  unreasonable  price.  These  prices  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  fences  should  be  constructed  with  much  care. ; and  in  most  cases,  the  outer  drain 
would  be  made  at  the  same  time  without  further  cost.  Light  formations  of  the  surface  of 
the  roadway,  under  one  foot  cutting,  may  be  valued  by  the  lineal  perch,  at  from  2s.  to  4s. 
per  perch.  Gullets  to  be  priced  at  so  much  each ; a good  two- foot  gullet  is  worth  from  30s. 
to  40s.  when  well  built  and  paved.  There  are  many  parts  of  the  work  at  the  value  of 
which  I know  it  will  be  difficult  to  arrive,  especially  in  the  case  of  half-finished  works, 
such  as  fences,  formations,  &c.  In  such  cases,  however,  this  difficulty  should  not  prevent 
the  engineer  from  letting  the  work  by  contract.  Let  sufficient  allowance  be  made  for  all 
contingencies.  If  a doubt  exists,  let  the  labourers  have  the  advantage  of  it;  and  I am 
sure  the  Commissioners  will  bear  me  out  in  stating  that  the  engineer  will  not  be  blamed 
for  having  given  occasionally  too  hjgli  prices,  provided  the  great  objects  proposed  have' 
. been 
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been  attained;  namely,  that  the  work  has  been  for  the  most  part  executed  at  a fair  value, 
and  that  a better  system  of  working,  and  inclination  to  work,  have  been  introduced.  It 
will  be  generally  found  under  present  circumstances,  that  no  matter  what  prices  may  be 
allowed,  the  work  will  be  executed  cheaper  by  task  than  by  the  day.  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  Commissioners  that  such  prices  be  allowed,  that  a man  working  moderately  may  earn 
from  10 d.  to  Is.  per  day,  and  that  any  man  who  can  and  will  work  hard,  may  earn  from 
Is.  3d.  to  Is.  Gd.  per  day.  It  is  of  importance  to  explain  to  the  labourers,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  taskwork  has  not  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  their  earnings, 
but  that  it  is  a great  boon  to  them,  inasmuch  as  it  will  enable  them  to  earn,  if  they  w ish* 
in  the  broken  weather  of  winter,  more  than  they  could  by  daywork  in  summer.  In  short, 
by  taskwork  alone  can  the  labourers  hope  to  earn  a sufficiency  to  support  their  families 
during  winter.  I cannot  express  to  you  with  sufficient  force  'the  great  importance  that 
I attach  to  the  successful  introduction  of  the  system  proposed  by  the  Commissioners. 
You  will  make  immediate  preparations  for  the  recommencement  of  all  the  works  under 
your  charge.  The  labourers  are  to  be  employed  only  on  the  production  of  tickets  signed 
by  , to  whom  you  will  send  a requisition  for  whatever  number  of 

men  you  are  prepared  to  employ,  distinguishing  the  number  in  each  relief  district. 

I send  herewith  a copy  of  short  instructions  for  overseers,  for  making  and  improving 
roads,  which  I drew  out  on  the  commencement  of  the  relief  works,  and  1 i egret  that  I 
have  not  been  able  latterly  to  revise  them. 

I will  be  glad  to  receive  any  suggestions  from  you,  and  give  you  any  explanations 
relating  to  these  instructions,  or  to  the  subjects  of  this  letter. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 


Relief  Works. 

No  labourers  are  to  be  employed  but  those  having  tickets  signed  by  the  inspecting  officer 
for  the  county. 

When  there  are  many  infirm  labourers  looking  for  employment  they  should  be  put 
into  a separate  gang  in  order  that  a distinct  account  may  be  kept  of  tlieir  work  aud  the 
cost  of  it. 

The  overseer  cannot  employ  more  labourers  than  he  can  put  to  work  to  advantage. 

He  is  to  conduct  hiniself  respectfully  towards  all  the  members  of  the  relief  committee, 
and  attend  to  any  suggestions  they  may  make,  and,  if  necessary,  report  them  to  the  engineer 
in  charge. 

The  overseer  is  to  keep  a detailed  account  of  the  expenses  of  each  work  in  his  care ; 
he  is  to  send  a weekly  report  to  the  engineer  of  the  progress  of  the  works  and  the  state  of 
the  labouring  class. 

The  weekly  return  of  numbers  must  be  duly  filled  up  as  directed,  and  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  time  to  arrive  in  Dublin  on  Monday  morning. 

The  pay-sheets  are  to  be  made  up  weekly,  and  great  care  must  be  taken  to  ensure 
accuracy,  as  they  cannot  be  checked  before  payment,  and  the  overseer  is  held  accountable 
to  make  good  to  the  paymaster  any  over-payments  that  may  be  made  through  the  inac- 
curacy of  the  returns.  In  the  pay-sheets  there  must  be  no  erasures  made  with  the  knife; 
if  any  alterations  are  necessary,  they  must  be  done  with  the  pen. 

It  is  essential  that  all  working  implements  be  constantly  kept  in  full  repair  and  good 
working  order. 


Instructions  for  Cutting  down  Hills  and  Improving  Roads. 

The  sections  or  abstracts  furnished  show  the  several  cuttings  and  fillings.  In  most 
cases  only  a part  of  the  present  roadway  can  be  cut  away  or  filled  in,  it  being  necessary 
to  leave  a sufficient  width  for  the  passage  of  vehicles,  and  it  is  of  importance  that  the  pub- 
lic should  be  as  little  inconvenienced  as  possible  during  the  progress  of  the  works. 

It  will  be  sometimes  found  expedient  to  fill  in  and  metal  one  of  the  water-tables  of 
the  present  road  in  order  to  afford  a wide  carriage  way.  When  deep  cuttings  are  made 
great  care  must  be  taken  to  have  the  top  of  the  bank  properly  fenced,  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  accidents.  If  stones  are  found  in  the  execution  of  the  work  the  temporary 
fence  may  be  made  of  a rough  stone  wall,  or  a strong  paling  may  be  made  of  the  common 
larch,  which  can  be  had  at  a moderate  expense.  In  some  cases  it  will  be  necessary  where 
there  is  much  traffic  to  leave  a watchman  up  at  night  with  one  or  two  lamps. 

Y hen  there  are  fillings,  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  the  clay  or  stones  from  rolling 
on  the  carriage-way  reserved  for  the  passage  of  traffic. 

The  overseer  must  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  one  of  his  first  duties  to  protect 
the  public  from  danger  and  inconvenience  during  the  progress  of  the  works,  and  he  will 
be  held  accountable  for  any  accident  that  may  occur.  When  it  can  be  done  the  open- 
ing cut  should  be  executed  to  a width  of  1G  or  18  feet  in  order  to  afford  material  to 
make  the  embankments  sufficiently  wide  at  top,  within  the  fences,  for  the  convenient  pas- 
sage of  vehicles,  when  one  side  of  the  improved  road  shall  be  finished. 

When  the  height  of  the  cutting  does  not  exceed  3 feet  G inches  the  slope  of  the  bank 
is  to  be  8 inches  to  a foot,  but  when  it  exceeds  3 feet  G inches  in  the  slope  it  is  to  be 
1 to  1.  r 

In  some  cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  face  the  slope  with  stones,  and  to  make  stone 
0,1  °5*  Q drains 
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drains  when  springs  occur.  In  making  the  embankments  the  clay  is  usually  to  be  allowed 
to  take  its  natural  slope,  but  the  slope  must  in  no  case  be  less  than  1 to  1. 

When  no  particular  instructions  are  given,  the  fences  are  to  be  made  of  clay  out 
of  the  cuttings,  and  to  be  afterwards  faced  with  stones,  if  such  can  be  readily  procured. 
When  the  first  half  of  the  embankment  is  formed  the  clay  fence  may  be  constructed  on 
top,  but  not  faced  with  stones  until  the  completion  of  the  entire  embankments,  and  a 
temporary  fence  should  be  made  along  one  side  of  the  embankment  as  directed  in  the  case 
of  the  cuttings. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  in  due  time  to  have  the  material  for  metalling  prepared 
to  finish  off  the  roadway  whenever  the  earthwork  shall  be  completed,  and  all  the  stones 
found  in  the  cuttings  must  be  carefully  preserved  for  remetalling  the  roadway. 

Before  the  work  is  commenced  the  road  should  be  particularly  examined,  with  a view  to 
ascertain  which  side  it  may  be  most  desirable  and  convenient  to  cut  first. 

Before  the  embankments  are  made  across  any  of  the  hollows  the  gullets  under  the 
present  road  must  be  carefully  examined,  and  if  they  are  not  in  a satisfactory  state,  new 
ones  must  be  constructed  in  a substantial  manner. 

The  metalling  of  the  present  surface,  and  any  stones  that  occur  in  the  formation,  should 
be  carefully  preserved  for  remetalling  the  road. 

When  the  road  is  to  be  a different  width  from  that  shown  it  will  be  stated  in  the  par- 
ticular instructions  for  each  work,  and  when  retaining  walls  are  necessary  they  will  be 
particularly  described. 


hislructions  for  Making  New  Roads. 

The  roadway  is  throughout  to  be  21  feet  wide  within  the  fences,  and  to  be  of  the  form 
shown  on  the  cross  sections  when  finished.  The  dimensions  of  the  fences  are  also  showD 
on  the  cross  sections. 

The  formation  of  the  roadway  must  be  completed  for  a considerable  distance  before  the 
fences  are  made,  in  order  that  the  fences  may  be  made  a uniform  height  above  the  road ; 
and  great  care  must  be  taken  to  have  the  fences  made  of  uniform  dimensions  and  to  have 
the  top  of  the  fences  parallel  with  the  roadway.  Whenever  sods  occur  in  the  line  of 
roadway  they  must  be  removed  before  the  formation  is  commeuced,  and  be  preserved  for 
making  the  fences.  The  fences  are  to  be  throughout  faced  with  sods  or  stones,  when  such 
can  be  had  at  a reasonable  expense,  and  when  neither  sods  or  stoues  can  be  procured  the 
vegetable  earth  must  be  preserved  for  that  purpose. 

In  forming  the  road,  the  cuttings  should  at  once  be  made  to  the  depths  pointed  out 
and  marked  on  the  section,  and  for  the  clear  width  of  21  feet  When  the  cuttings  do  not 
exceed  three  feet  six  inches  in  depth,  they  are  to  have  the  same  slope  as  that  shown  for 
the  fences,  with  which  they  must  accurately  range. 

When  the  depths  of  the  cuttings  exceed  three  feet  six  inches,  the  side  slope  must 
be  1 to  1 ; and  in  all  cases  where  springs  appear,  or  where  the  earth  is  not  sufficiently 
solid,  the  foot  of  the  slopes  must  be  faced  with  stones  for  one  foot  six  inches  high ; and  if 
necessary,  stone  drains  must  be  made  to  carry  off  the  under  water. 

Care  must  also  be  taken  to  make  catch-water  drains  where  necessary.  In  forming  the 
embankments,  it  is  important  to  carry  them  at  once  to  the  height  marked  on  the  section, 
and  to  the  full  width  of  32  feet.  In  general  they  are  not  to  be  faced  with  sods,  but  the 
clay  is  to  be  allowed  to  take  its  natural  slope,  which  is  in  no  case  to  be  less  than  1 to  1. 

Before  the  embankment  is  made,  care  must  be  taken  to  remove  all  sods  from  under  it. 

The  embankment  is  to  be  allowed  sufficient  time  to  consolidate  before  the  fences  are 
made. 

When  the  line  passes  through  bog,  it  is  essential  to  have  the  drains  opened  as-  soon  as 
possible,  and  afterwards  re-opened  when  necessary;  and  in  soft  deep  bog,  the  drains  are 
not  to  be  less  than  40  feet  apart,  and  the  water  must  be  effectually  led  off  from  the  side 
drains  into  the  natural  watercourses ; as  the  road  through  soft  bog  is  liable  to  sink  in  the 
centre,  it  is  necessary  to  have  it  well  trunked  with  sods  or  peat  to  a sufficient  height ; 
but  this  height  must  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  bog,  but  should  in  no  case  be  less  than 
one  foot  above  the  adjoining  bog.  When  tire  roadway  is  sufficiently  consolidated  by 
drainage  or  trunking,  a soling  of  good  tenacious  clay,  nine  inches  deep,  is  to  be  laid  on 
the  roadway  for  the  entire  breadth  within  the  fences,  which  are  to  be  21  feet  apart,  leaving 
the  additional  width,  if  any,  between  the  fence  and  the  drain. 

In  general  the  fences  are  not  to  be  made  on  embankments,  nor  the  soling  put  on  bogB, 
without  the  special  directions  of  the  engineer. 

The  stones  for  metalling  must  be  broken  to  pass  through  a two-inch  ring,  unless  when 
the  material  is  of  a soft  quality,  and  in  that  case  the  stones  may  be  of  larger  dimensions. 

Further  instructions  for  the  metalling  will  be  given  in  due  time,  according  to  the  locality 
and  the  nature  of  the  material. 

The  gullets  must  not  be  built  without  the  special  directions  of  the  engineer  in  charge. 

The  gripes  need  not  be  so  large  as  shown,  except  when  the  material  is  required ; but 
the  water  must  in  no  case  lodge  within  two  feet  of  the  level  of  the  roadway. 

When  the  road  runs  through  cuttings,  catch-water  drains  must  be  constructed  to  carry 
off  the  surface  water. 

Durable  outlets  must  be  made  through  the  fences  into  the  gripes  at  proper  intervals, 
not  exceeding  five  perches. 

2172.  Did 
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2172.  Did  you  find  when  you  went  down  there,  and  for  some  time  afterwards, 
complaints  made  by  the  people  about  irregularities  in  payment  ? — At  the  time  1 
th”  kfnd™’  3t  the  Commencement  of  the  works»  there  were  some  complaints  of 

2173.  W ere  they  justly  founded  ? — I think  so,  in  some  instances. 

2174.  Did  you  take  measures  to  prevent  their  recurrence ?— I did;  in  the 
beginning  of  the  system  I do  not  think  there  were  more  than  six  or  seven  pay- 
masters, whereas  ultimately  I got  appointed  20  paymasters. 

2175.  Mr.  BellewJ]  What  were  the  regular  intervals  of  payment,  and  to  what 
extent  were  these  periods  deviated  from  ?— The  interval  was  one  week  from  pay- 
ment to  payment ; at  first  when  it  was  necessary  to  open  the  works  extending  over 
such  a large  district  there  were  complaints  of  non-payment,  and  I think  in  an°occa- 
sional  case  there  may  have  been  a delay  of  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  ; but  those 
were  mere  exceptions;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  there  has  been  upwards  of 
200,000  L paid  to  the  labourers,  and  I do  not  think  out  of  that  1,000  l.y  or  any- 
thing like  1,000  has  been  delayed  beyond  the  ordinary  period  ; perhaps  I should 
explain,  that  while  the  week  was  the  interval  between  the  payments,  sometimes  10 
or  11  days  hire  might  be  due  to  a labourer  before  he  was  paid;  in  this  way  the 
weekly  pay-sheets  were  made  up  to  Saturday  night ; those  pay-sheets  were,  with  a 
great  deal  of  labour,  made  up  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  and  certified  by  the  local 
engineers,  and  then  the  paymasters  were  understood  to  have  Tuesday,  Wednesday 
Thursday,  and  Friday  to  complete  those  payments 

Mr.  Aglionby  here  took  the  Chair. 

2176.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Were  any  complaints  made  by  the  gentry  of  the 
country  in  respect  of  the  poor  people  not  getting  paid  in  time  ?— There  were,  but 
they  were  few. 

2177.  Were  they  well  founded? — In  occasional  cases  they  were. 

2178.  Did  you  apply  such  remedies  as  were  within  your  power  to  such  com- 
plaints ?—  Y es. 

2179-  Chairman .]  Did  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  complain  of  want  of 
regularity  in  the  payments  ?— I have  no  recollection.  Major  Macnamara,  at  the 
presentment  sessions,  on  the  4th  of  December,  stated  he  had  written  to  me  on  the 
subject  three  weeks  before,  but  that  letter  I replied  at  once  I had  never  received 
and  he  stated  no  further  instance. 

2180.  Was  it  not  a complaint  of  the  relief  committees,  of  which  these  two 
Honourable  Members  were  members,  that  the  people  were  left  in  a situation  of 
destitution  in  consequence  of  the  non-measurement  of  their  work  and  non-payment 
of  different  periods  ? Complaints  ot  that  kind  were  made,  I think,  on  one  or  two 
occasions  by  the  Liscannor  committee. 

2181.  Was  it  not  of  very  great  importance  that,  so  far  as  practicable,  the  men 
should  have  their  pay  at  stated  periods,  as  soon  as  after  the  termination  of  the 
work  of  the  week  was  done  { — It  was,  and  I am  only  surprised  that  payments  were 
made  with  the  regularity  they  were. 

2182.  The  difficulties  attending  the  payments  were  very  great  ? — They  were  • 
and  the  regularity  with  which  they  were  made  was  also  very  oreat. 

2183.  Was  not  any  irregularity,  from  whatever  cause  aristng,  a source  of  very 
great  inconvenience  to  people  w ho  were  almost  in  a state  of  starvation  ?— Of  course 
it  was  ; when  a member  of  a relief  committee  wrote  to  me  to  ask,  if  possible,  that 
the  men  should  be  paid  every  day,  but  that  would  be  utterly  impracticable. 

2184.  Work  being  done  by  taskwork,  was  it  not  measured  at  stated  periods'1 

—The  directions  issued  were  that  the  taskwork  should  be  measured  once  a month 
and  in  the  meantime  the  labourer  should  be  paid  subsistence,  or  should  get  so 
much  on  account.  ° 

2t85.  What  is  the  payment  to  which  you  allude  as  being  in  the  regular  course 
of  business  made  every  week  ?- Subsistence,  or  daily  wages,  if  they  were  not  paid 
by  subsistence ; in  speaking  of  the  payments,  I speak  of-  the  regularity  with  which 
the  pay-sheets  that  were  made  up  every  week  were  paid;  there  were  some  omis- 
Sl°n%£  comPared  Wlth  the  vvhole  amount  they  were  very  small. 

2186.  What  amount  of  subsistence  was  given  to  the  people  who  worked  task- 
work,, and  .in  what  proportion  to  the  wages  they  earned  on  an  average?— The 
directions  issued  were  to  allow  them  about  three-fourihs  of  what  they  were  sup- 
posed to  earn ; but  in  most  cases  it  turned  out  that  the  amount  they  were  allowed 
lor  subsistence  was  more  than  the  work  would  have  come  to  by  measurement. 

0,1  °5‘  Q 2‘  2187.  Were 
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2187.  Were  not  complaints  very  often  made  that  measurement  was  not  cor- 
rectly done  ? — There  were  complaints  from  Liscannor  on  that  subject. 

2188.  Is  it  a fact  that  there  were  many  persons  whose  duty  it  was  to  measure 
out  the  work  who  were  incompetent? — I think  there  were. 

21  Sq.  Who  had  selected  them? — The  selecting  of  them,  in  point  of  form, 
is  vested  in  the  Board,  but  as  a matter  of  practice  it  was  virtually  vested  in  the 
local  engineers,  every  thing  being  carried  on  such  a large  scale. 

2190.  Who,  then,  were  the  local  engineers? — The  local  engineers  were  em- 
ployed in  each  barony.  They  were  responsible  to  me,  and  I was  responsible  to 
the  Board  ; I appointed  any  stewards  I thought  proper. 

2191.  Was  the  defective  measurement  subject  of  discussion  and  complaint  at 
Corofin  and  Ennistimon,  on  the  30th  November  and  the  4th  December?— I 
recollect  the  days  very  well : there  were  complaints  that  day,  but  I do  not  recol- 
lect that  they  were  on  the  subject  of  incorrect  measurement. 

2192.  Were  there  various  complaints  regularly  advanced,  both  at  Corofin  and 
Ennistimon,  on  the  days  mentioned,  when  presentment  sessions  were  held  there? 
— I think,  as  well  as  I recollect,  one  great  complaint  at  Corofin  was  the  want  of 
implements,  and  that  the  people  were  not  doing  so  much  work  as  they  should; 
but  I do  not  recollect  the  complaint  was  made  of  the  want  of  measurement. 

2193.  Neither  of  the  want  of  measurement,  nor  incorrect  measurement?—! 
think  not. 

2 1 94.  Was  any  complaint  made  that  the  terms  upon  which  the  people  were  to 
work  their  taskwork  was  not  explained  to  them  ? — I received  complaints  of  that 
kind  early  from  the  Liscannor  committee*  but  I do  not  recollect  that  they  were 
made  at  either  of  these  presentment  sessions. 

2 1 95.  Did  you  hear  it  repeatedly  made  at  Liscannor? — I think  the  first 
occasion  on  which  I heard  it  made  was  in  a letter  from  Liscannor  committee  of 
the  9th  December. 

2196.  Did  you  hear  it  afterwards  urged  again  ? — I think  it  was  not ; lam  not  sure. 

2197.  In  point  of  fact,  were  the  people  made  acquainted  with  the  terms  upon 
which  they  were  to  work,  and  the  wages  they  were  to  receive  for  their  taskwork  r 
— As  I stated,  on  the  5th  October  I issued  my  instructions  for  the  purpose  of  task- 
work, and  the  Commissioners  approved  of  them,  and  a few  days  after  that  they 
were  issued  generally  through  the  district;  when  I received  the  complaints  from 
Liscannor,  I wrote  to  the  local  engineers,  and  I sent  circular  No.  30,  which  I 
received  from  the  Board. 

219S.  Up  to  that  time  had  the  people  a right  to  complain  they  did  not  kuow 
"hat  they  have  to  receive? — I made  inquiries,  and  in  reply  the  local  engineers 
told  me  there  were  complaints. 

2199.  Were  there  complaints  that  they  did  not  know  how  much  they  could 
earn  at  the  prices  stated  ; were  the  prices  of  the  taskwork  made  known  to  them  ?— * 
I issued  these  instructions. 

2200.  Before  you  issued  those  instructions? — Of  course  not,  because  there  was 
scarcely  any  one  employed  before  that.  I am  speaking  of  the  date  of  the  5th 
October  when  I issued  my  first  instructions,  and  I think  in  four  or  five  days  after 
that  they  were  issued  to  all  the  local  engineers. 

2201.  Had  no  taskwork  been  done  by  the  men  before  the  5th  October? — 
There  may  have  been,  but  I had  not  issued  the  instructions. 

2202.  Was  taskwork  done  to  any  extent? — No. 

. 2203.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Were  not  the  men,  for  want  of  implements,  unable  to  do 
as  much  work  as  they  might  have  done,  but  were  paid  by  you  for  more  work  than 
they  really  did,  under  the  head  of  subsistence  ? — In  some  cases  from  want  of  imple- 
ments, but  generally  from  want  of  inclination. 

2204.  Mr.  Borthwick. ] You  say  from  want  of  inclination  ; were  persons  of  the 
description  we  have  already  had  before  us,  who  were  in  a state  of  great  destitu- 
tion, but  able  to  work,  disinclined  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  families  by  careful 
and  anxious  industry  ? — My  opinion  is,  that  having  under  the  grant  works  received 
wages  in  some  cases  by  doing  very  little  for  it,  they  wished,  if  possible,  to  get  day- 
work,  and  enough  by  daywork  to  support  their  families  without  labouring  for  it; 
that,  I think,  was  the  feeling  among  the  people. 

2205.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Atfirst?— At  first. 

2206.  And  subsequently  it  wore  away  ? — In  some  cases  it  did;  in  many  cases 

we 
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we  acted  on  the  Treasury  Minute,  and  reduced  their  wages  to  8*/.  a day  where 
they  "ould  not  consent  to  work  by  task  ; but  1 was  willing  to  give  them  10 d.  a 
day  if  they  showed  any  fair  inclination  to  work. 

2207.  Chairman ] What  could  they  earn  by  the  taskwork  by  a fair  day’s  work? 
— 1 am  of  opinion  they  would  have  earned  1 $d.  a day  up  to  1 Sc/. ; a good  man 
would  have  earned  i S c/.  per  day. 

220S.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  A man  well  fed  could  earn  18  c?.?— Yes:  a man 
well  fed. 

2209.  Chairman .]  And  sufficient  implements ? — Yes;  of  course  it  was  impos- 
sible to  keep  the  people  to  strict  taskwork,  and  strict  prices,  where  they  had  not 
necessary  implements ; but  I gave  instructions  where  they  had  not  sufficient  im- 
plements there  should  be  allowance  made. 

2210.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Whatever  wrong  was  done  by  the  want  of  implements  was 
more  than  compensated  by  what  they  received? — I am  of  opinion  there  was  not  a 
wrong  to  the  labourers,  but  the  wrong  was  rather  done  to  the  people  who  had  an 
interest  in  having  the  work  executed.  I do  not  think  the  people  were  anxious 
to  have  implements  ; I never  heard  the  people  express  anxiety  about  them. 

2211.  Chairman.']  Did  not  the  landowners  and  members  of  different  relief 
committees  state  that  the  people  had  not  implements? — Some  of  them. 

2212.  Mr.  Bellew.}  In  your  intercourse  with  the  relief  committees,  did  you  . 
gather  from  them  that  they  contemplated  or  expected  to  repay  the  money  back  ? 
— A great  many  said  it  was  impossible  they  could  ever  repay  the  large  sums  that 
were  being  expended. 

2213.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Many  did,  and  many  did  not  ? — A great  many  did 
express  that  opinion,  and  there  were  others  whom  I did  not  hear  express  it/ 

2214.  Chairman.]  At  the  time  the  landowners  and  members  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees expressed  disappointment,  and  made  complaints  that  the  people  had  not 
implements,  did  they  not  say  they  were  losers  by  it,  because  they  would  have  to 
pay  the  money  back,  and,  therefore,  were  interested  in  the  people  doing  the 
woik  properly  r — I have  heard  that  said  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  perhaps  by  some 
others. 

2215.  Was  it  not  so,  in  point  of  fact,  that  they  had  an  interest  in  it  from  that 
cause  ? — I thought,  whether  they  had  to  pay  it  back  or  not,  they  had  an  interest 
in  it. 

2216.  Was  the  money  at  that  time  to  be  repaid  by  the  landlords  and  the 
landed  proprietors? — It  was  all,  under  the  9th  & 10th  Victoria,  to  be  paid  back; 
but  I was  under  the  impression  that  when  they  gave  that  opinion  they  never 
thought  the  whole  of  that  money  could  be  collected  from  the  poor  district  of 
West  Clare,  in  which  more  than  the  whole  annual  value  has  been  spent. 

2217.  Mr.  Staffof'd  O’Brien.]  Can  you  say  thatyou  bclieveany  member  expressed 
that  which  he  did  not  feel? — The  opinion  was  expressed,  that  the  money  was  to 
be  repaid,  and  yet  I apprehend  that  there  was  still  a feeling  that  it  could  not  be 
repaid. 

22  jS.  Chairman.}  Do  you  mean  to  represent  that  the  people  themselves  who 
were  put  on  the  works  had  that  interest  in  doing  as  little  as  they  could ; they 
got  subsistence  whether  they  did  the  work  or  not ; but  the  landowners  had  a 
separate  interest  from  the  people,  and  had  an  interest  in  getting  the  most  work 
they  could  out  of  the  people  ? — —I  think  the  people  that  were  on  the  works  were 
inclined  tor  the  most  part  (I  speak  generally)  to  do  as  little  as  possible.  It 
was  obviously  the  interest  of  the  landlords  to  see  the  works  properly  executed ; 
but  I may  regret  they  did  not  do  more  to  enable  us  to  get  them  properly  executed, 
by  withholding  from  us  such  an  enormous  amount  of  population.  There  were 
very  lew  labourers  occupied  in  the  farming  operations  of  the  country. 

2219.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  landowners  did  not  give  you  that  assistance 
you  had  a right  to  expect  in  placing  people  to  work  ?— -My  opinion  is,  they  did 
not  assist  to  carry  out  the  9th  & 10th  Victoria  as  they  ought  to  have  done. 

2220.  Were  there  any  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  execution  of  your 
duty,  and  if  so,  by  whom  r — The  chief  impediment  that  I refer  to  is  this  : first  of 
all,  there  was  a universal  cry  for  employment,  then  a great  many  persons  of  the 
country  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  labourers  placed  them  upon  the 
works,  and  afterwards  a great  many  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  were 
put  on  the  works,  and  there  was  such  a pressure  made  by  the  committees  on 
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me  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  conduct  the  works  in  the  way  in  which  I would 
have  done  had  that  not  been  the  case. 

2221.  By  whom  were  those  in  comfortable  circumstances  put  upon  the  works? 
— 1 know  that  in  a great  many  districts  it  was  done.  1 cannot  give  you  names 
and  dates  myself,  but  I can  bring  you  proof  of  it. 

2222.  By  what  body  of  men,  or  by  whom  ? — By  the  committees ; I will 
particularize  several ; 1 will  particularize  the  committee  at  Kilmealy. 

2223.  By  the  whole  committee? — I mean  to  say  that  in  the  employment 
lists  issued  by  the  committee  there  were  many  that  ought  not  to  be  there. 

2224.  Mr.  Borthwick. ] Those  persons  were  actually  employed  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  that  committee? — Yes. 

2225.  Do  you  mean  that  the  persons  improperly’  put  on  public  works  were  so 
put  on  the  works  by  relief  committees  ? — They  were  put  on  the  recommendation 
lists,  signed  by  the  relief  committees,  and  then  it  was  the  local  engineer’s  business 
to  apportion  them  on  the  works. 

2226.  Had  he  any  power  to  reject  them? — No  ; on  receiving  the  recommen- 
dation lists,  the  inspecting  officer’s  duty  was  to  issue  tickets,  and  afterwards  employ- 
ment lists ; but  the  men  were  allowed  to  be  put  to  work  at  first  on  the  lists 
signed  by  the  chairman. 

2227.  Your  answer  to  the  Honourable  Chairman’s  question,  by  what  body  of 
men  they  were  put  on  the  works,  would  be  by  the  relief  committees  ? — Yes,  and  fre- 
quently by  members  of  relief  committees. 

2228.  Chairman .]  They  are  acting  in  their  individual  capacity  ? — They  were 
frequently  put  on  by  members  of  relief  committees ; still  I had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  committee  had  cognizance  of  the  fact,  and  did  not  interfere  to  check  it. 

2229.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  How  had  you  reason  to  believe  it? — By  the 
very  fact  of  going  to  the  committee,  and  there  being  a disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  reduce  the  numbers. 

2230.  Chairman .]  Did  you  ever  inform  the  committee  you  believed  that  any 
persons  were  put  on  by  the  individual  members  of  the  committee,  and  that  there- 
fore they  ought  to  be  struck  off  on  that  account  ?— I recollect  informing  the 
committee,  that  there  was  a large  number  of  persons  employed,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  they  should  be  struck  off,  because  it  was  impossible  to  employ  them, 
and  that  it  would  render  it  much  more  difficult  to  relieve  the  destitute. 

2231.  Where  was  that? — At  Corofin. 

2232.  Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  had  been  put  on  bv 
individual  members  of  the  Corofin  committee  ?— I had,  sir. 

2233.  Did  you  mention  that  to  the  committee  ? — They  were  perfectly  well 
aware. 

2234*  How  did  they  know  that  1 — It  was  well  known.  Early  in  October  there 
were  most  pressing  applications  to  me  for  employment,  and  Captain  Baillie  was 
at  that  time  the  inspecting  officer ; he  was  engaged  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  district,  and  I got  a letter  from  Corofin,  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  from 
Mr.  W alsh,  a Roman-catholic  clergyman,  entreating  me  to  allow  the  men  to  be 
put  on  before  Captain  Baillie  went  there,  and  on  that  I did  allow  them. 

2235 • Did  you,  when  you  found  that  when  persons  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances were  put  on  the.  lists,  in  any  case  allow  them  to  go  on  the  works  without 
striking  them  off? — 1 did  not  find  they  were  comfortable  people  till  afterwards; 

I attended  the  committee  with  Captain  Wynne,  and  1 told  them  there  could  not 
be  more  than  so  and  so  employed ; that  so  and  so  would  be  as  much  as  could  be 
employed,  and  then  they  struck  large  numbers  off;  but  subsequently  I ascertained 
by  inquiries  I had  made,  that  in  these  lists,  and  the  lists  subsequently  issued  by 
them,  there  were  numbers  of  comfortable  people. 

2236.  Are. you  speaking  of  any  general  list?— Corofin  list  alone. 

2237.  Mr.  Bellew.]  That  was  no  business  ot  yours  whether  they  were  fit  or 
unfit  people  ? — No,  it  was  no  business  of  mine; 

2238.  That  was  Captain  Wynne’s  business  ?— It  was  especially  Captain 
Wynne  s business  ; at  the  same  time  I was  made  a member -of  the  committee. 

2239.  Mr.  Borthzcick.]  You  were  made  a member  of  the  committee  P—rl  was. 

2240.  Ex-officio  2 — I was. 

2241.  Then  you  were,  so  far  as  the  committee  is  concerned,  responsible  for  this 
appointment  ? — I never  concurred  with  them. 

2242.  But  did  you  remonstrate  with  them?— I did ; and  I for  one,  in  common 
with  Captain  Wynne,  was  spoken  of  as  wishing  to  limit  employment. 

2243.  Mr. 
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2243.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Had  you  a division? — Yes,  at  Kilmealv:  it  was 
scarcely  a division. 

2244.  Mr.  Belle ».]  Did  you  differ  very  frequently  with  the  presentment  session 
as  to  the  amount  of  presentment?— I scarcely  interfered  to  limit  the  amount,  when 
the  presentment  was  for  a legitimate  object.  The  local  engineers  prepared  for  the 
sessions  a schedule  of  the  applications  made  by  the  gentlemen  and  cess-payers 
throughout  the  barony  and  also  entered  sums  for  completing  unfinished  works: 

, 224.5-  Mr.  Believe. J As  it  was  made  by  the  local  engineers  with  reference  to 
the  work,  how  do  you  say  the  quantity  of  money  was  disposed  of?— The  amount 
cou  d be  calculated  Horn  the  census  of  1S41  ; but  these  things  were  iu  general 
neglected  by  the  sessions,  and  in  many  instances  they  passed  sums  of  money  Without 
reference  to  the  population,  leaving  it  with  the  Board  of  Works  to  expend  what  they 
thought  necessary.  t y 

2246.  Mr.  IP.  Williams.']  When  in  the  committee,  and  acting  as  a member  of  the 
committee  did  you  point  out  any  individuals  by  name  who  by  circumstances 
were  rendered  improper  to  be  placed  upon  the  works?— I did  not  do  it,  for  it 
was  utterly  impossible. 

2247.  You  complained  generally  of  improper  persons?— I did,  and  the  num- 
bers that  crowded  on  us;  I was  anxious  so  far  as  possible  to  relieve  destitution,  but 
m a great  many  instances  there  were  comfortable  people  put  on  the  work. 

impossible  "V°U  P°int  °Ut  th°Se  comfortable  PeoPle  name  ?~h  lras  utterly 

2249  Mr-  Bortheeick .]  Why  was  it  impossible  ?— First  of  all,  it  was  not  my 
special  duty  ; it  was  Captain  Wynne's  duty;  and  in  so  large  a district,  and  with 
the  pressure  on  me  having  an  immense  number  of  letters  to  write,  and  to  give 
instructions  to  the  local  engineers,  and  select  presentments  out  of  half  a million 
ot  money,  in  no  case  within  my  district  could  1 have  entered  into  those  things ; 
besides,  it  was  specially  the  duty  of  the  inspecting  officer. 

2250.  In  point  of  tact,  the  case  you  brought  before  the  committees  was  this,  that 
a very  great  number  of  persons,  whom  you  call  comfortable,  that  is,  who  were  not 
destitute  were  lorced  upon  the  public  works  by  these  committees ; but  you  did 
not  say  A,  B,  or  C,  was  so  put  on,  but  that  large  numbers  were  put  on,  and  you 
requested  the  committees  to  investigate  that  case,  and  to  limit  the  numbers, 
and  to  regulate  the  character  of  the  persons  whom  they  sent?— It  was  utterly  im- 
possible for  me  to  do  so. 

.2,2^1*  Chairman. ] V,/ hat  was  the  time  you  were  first  put  in  communication 
with  Captain  Wynne  in  the  county  of  Clare? — I should  say  it  was  somewhere 
about  the  beginning  of  November. 

2252.  Before  that  period  did  you  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  Liscannor 
committee  ISo,  but  I attended  the  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistiuion. 

2253.  Were  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  there  ? — They  were. 

2254.  And  where  were  you  ?— At  Ennistimon,  on  the  21st  of  September  ; I 
think  they  were  ooth  there. 

2255.  Did  yon  receive  any  assistance  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  on  that  oc- 
casion from  the  Members  for  Clare,  and  the  gentlemen  composing  the  sessions  ?— 
lhe  business  was  gone  through  ; there  was  a great  deal  of  popular  excitement. 

2256.  On  what  subject  ?— The  people  were  anxious  to  get  a good  deal  of  the 
money  presented  for. 

2257*  Were  they  not  very  badly  off? — They  were. 

2258.  Was  not  that  the  cause  of  the  excitement,  that  they  were  anxious  to  set 
work,  whereby  they  might  maintain  themselves  r— Unquestionably. 

_I2259-s  And  the  business  of  that  session  was,  in  short,  to  obtain  employment  ? 

2260.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  the  different  proprietors  represented  in  the  relief 
committees,  either  by  the  landlord  or  agent? — I could  not  sav. 

22bi  Chairman.]  At  that  time  were  there  any  men  placed  on  the  public  works? 

1 think  not  j that  was  one  or  two  days  after  I arrived  in  Clare. 

**  J2'  • at  T®6!?1?  YaS  PreParatory  t0  any  proceedings  ?— It  was  a present- 
ment sessions,  at  which  the  works  were  presented  for.  P 

were2p?esent1— l°dtdter  ^ ^ meetiu«  at  which  the  Members  for  Clare 

l^e  next  meeting?— The  nextl  attended,  at  which  Mr.  O’Brien 
was  piesent,  was  the  5th  of  November. 

2265.  Where  ? — At  Euoistimou. 

°'10^*  Q 4 2266.  Before 
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226b.  Before  that  meeting,  and  after  the  first  meeting,  did  you  receive  a commu- 
nication from  him  by  letter  r — I may  have  done  so,  I had  a personal  communica- 
tion with  him. 

2267.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  having  received  a letter  on  the  subject  of  men 
being  put  on  the  works  ? — I do  recollect  receiving  a letter. 

226S.  You  have  no  doubt  of  receiving  that  letter  ? — 

Birclifield,  23  October  1845, 

Parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Killispuglinane, 
Sir,  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 

I have,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  for  those  parishes,  to  express  their  great  surprise  and 
regret  that  the  works  presented  for  the  relief  of  the  starving  population  have  not  yet  been 
commenced. 

I suppose  you  are  aware  that  Lieutenant  Baillie  revised  nearly  all  the  lists  of  men  to 
be  put  on  the  several  works  approved  of  in  those  parishes,  and  that  the  committee  deemed 
it  prudent  to  suspend  the  works  until  purposely  presented,  for  the  accommodation  of  Lis- 
cannor  and  other  districts,  should  be  approved  of.  They  did  so  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
partiality,  and  because  the  neglected  districts  happened  to  be  the  most  populous  and  des- 
titute. I entreat  of  you  to  visit  us  immediately,  and,  if  possible,  adopt  some  means  to 
appease  the  discontent  which  now  prevails  among  all  classes,  and  thereby  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  country,  and  avert  the  danger  which  threatens  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  resident 
gentry. 

I cannot  understand  why  the  attention  of  the  Board  has  not  been  drawn  to  the  works 
before  alluded  to. 

If  all  the  works  are  not  commenced  on  Monday,  I apprehend  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences. 

I shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  here,  and  afford  you  all  the  information  in  my  power. 
Expecting  the  favour  of  an  early  reply, 

I remain,  &c. 

Cornelius  O'Brien, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

2268*.  Did  you  attend  on  Mr.  O’Brien  in  consequence  of  that  letter  ? — I sent 
that  letter  at  once,  with  a memorandum  on  it,  to  the  local  engineer.  I think  that 
is  the  letter  I refer  to,  and  in  a few  days  after  that  I met  Mr.  O’Brien  in  Eunis- 
timon ; I think  it  was  towards  the  latter  end  of  October.  X have  no  doubt  I 
replied  to  that  letter,  although  I do  not  know  whether  I have  my  answer  or  not. 

2269.  Were  there  not  sufficient  grounds  for  the  complaint  made  in  that  letter, 
that  a great  delay  occurred  in  placing  the  labouring  men  on  the  works  after  the 
presentment  sessions  had  made  the  presentment?—!  think  not.  It  would  have 
been  much  better  it  the  committees  had  exerted  themselves  in  the  first  instance  to 
select  only  the  most  destitute,  aud  had  not  forced  us  to  employ  more  men  than 
we  could  to  advantage. 

2270..  The  date  of  that  is  the  23d  October;  would  there  not  have  been  a pre- 
sentment for  works  on  the  15th  September  r— The  21st  September. 

2271.  There  was  a delay  of  upwards  of  a month  ; what  would  that  arise  from  ? 

Immediately  after  the  presentment  sessions,  I directed  the  local  engineers  to 

examine  the  country.  I then  reported  to  the  Board,  who  recommended  several 
works  for  the  selection  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  receiving  the  approval 
of  the  Treasury,  I was  authorized  to  proceed  with  the  works.  These  steps  ne- 
cessarily occupied  some  time.  In  the  parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Killispuglinane, 
several  works  were  selected  with  a view  to  afford  general  employment ; but  the 
committees  wished  to  have  more  works  opened,  and  they  would  not  select  the 
smaller  number  of  men. 

2272.  In  your  opinion  was  the  delay  attributable  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
relief  committees  rather  than  the  officers? — We  were  ready  to  put  500  men 
on  at  an  earlier  date,  and  then  the  committees  would  not  select  those  500  men 
until  some  works  they  were  anxious  about  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannur 
were  commenced  along  with  the  others,  and  a larger  number  of  men  could  be 
employed  there. 

2273.  Was  it  from  the  decisions  of  the  committees  that  those  people  were  not 

put  on,  and  not  from  any  act  of  yours  r — It  was  from  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  smaller  number  were  not  put  on ; that  is  exactly  what  I complain 
of  all  throughout.  J 

2274.  What  is  it  you  complain  of  all  throughout  ?— That  the  committees  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  smaller  number  of  men;  but  pressed  for  a larger  number 
of  men,  and  gave  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  difference  between  them. 

2275.  And  was  the  effect  of  that  to  prevent  the  smaller  number  receiving 

relief 
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relief  and  work  than  otherwise  might  have  done?— That  was  certainly  the  effect 
of  it.  I did  what  I could,  and  with  as  little  delay  as  I could,  to  meet  their  views- 
but  in  tins  case  the  committee  did  not  wish  to  select  the  smaller  number  until  the 
larger  number  could  be  employed. 

2276.  Do  you  know  that  in  that  particular  instance  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee not  to  put  on  the  smaller  number  of  men  until  there  could  be  a larirer 
number  also  put  on,  arose  from  the  circumstance  that  the  neighbourhood  where 
the  people  were  not  put  on  would  have  felt  a great  jealousy  Sf  those  who  had 
precedence  ?— I know  that  was  stated  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  letter  to  he  the  case 
but  I am  of  opinion,  if  they  did  send  smaller  numbers  it  would  have  been  the 
more  advantageous  to  the  poor  people,  and  have  given  us  time  to  get  the  works 

2277.  Had  you  any  fear  from  the  excitement  that  might  be  produced  from  the 
smaller  number  having  precedence  ?-That  might  have  been  the  case 

t 'Jere  ?frald  S®,1  bad  consequences  were  likely  to  arise  from 

jealousy1  d n0t  thmk  11  W°U  d haVe  be™  *he  CaSe  ’ there  ™'ght  have  been 

227g.  I ask  you  what  was  unfortunately  likely  to  be  the  case  ?-I  knew  every 
man  was  pressmgforemployme.lt;  but  I do  think  that  if  the  committee  had  sane. 
Honed  the  smaller  number  we  could  have  employed,  the  works  would  have  been 
conducted  to  more  advantage. 

2280.  Mr . Solicitor-General.]  Up  to  the  date  of  Mr.  O'Brien’s  letter  had  anV 
part  of  your  duty  been  neglected  ?-I  was  never  worked  so  hard  in  my  life  1 

2281.  Was  anything  neglected?— Nothing. 

2282.  Could  you  have  done  more  to  relieve° the  difficulties  of  the  case  5—1  could 
have  done  nothing  more. 

2283.  Or  the  people  under  you?-I  believe  they  were  all  doing  their  best. 

2284.  Air.  Bellew.]  Do  not  you  know  there  were  large  portions  of  Clare  where 
neither  landlord  nor  agent  took  any  part  whatsoever  ?— The  parish  of  Kilmaley,  little 
was  done.  The  Marquis  of  Conyngbam  took  little  part,  which  greatly  disappointed 

Colonel  Wyndham  take  any  part?— No,  none  in  the  committees. 

228O.  1 he  Duke  of  Buckingham.- — His  under  agent,  I believe,  was  there,  but 
did  not  use  the  exertion  that  he  should  have  made. 

22S7.  Chairman.]  When  were  the  pay  clerks  first  appointed? — They  were 
first  appointed  under  the  grant  works ; and  then  when  I went  down,  I found 
some  of  them  ready  to  act  under  the  9 & 10  Viet.,  that  is  about  the  18th  or  loth 
September,  and  from  time  to  time  they  were  appointed  until  they  reached  to  20 
or  21  in  number.  J ■ 

2288.  1 presume  their  duty  was  to  pay  the  persons  who  had  done  the  task- 
work or  day-work,  or  were  entitled  to  the  subsistence  money?— Yes. 

2289.  Were  there  any  lists  made  out  for  them?— There  were. 

2290.  \V ho  made  them  out?— They  were  made  out  by  the  check  clerks,  and 
examined  in  the  office  of  the  local  engineer. 

2291.  Was  there  a class  of  persons  called  check  clerks?— The  pay  sheets  were 

made  out  by  them  and  checked,  and  handed  by  the  local  engineer  or  his  clerks 
to  the  paymaster,  and  then  from  the  paymaster  they  went  to  the  inspector  of 
finance,  and  he  sent  them  to  Dublin.  J F f 

2292.  Did  they  come  to  your  hand  ?— In  no  case. 

2293.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  them  after  they  were  sent  to  the  Board  of 

returned  t0  tbe  local  engineerf-Ibelieve  th^ 
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Samuel  Gamble , Esq.,  recalled  ; and  further  Examined. 

2294.  Chairman,']  IN  the  Blue  Book,  page  496,  is  a letter  sent  by  you  to 
Mr.  Walker,  dated  “ Ennis,  8th  January  1847,”  I observe  you  state,  “To  give 
an  instance  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met  with : In  the  Liscannor  relief  district, 
particularly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  where  there  were  by  the  census  of  1841, 
860  families  dependent  on  manual  labour,  there  are  at  present  employed  1,160 
labourers ; and  a few  days  since  a demand  to  employ  460  more  was  made  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien.”  Do  you  know  of  that  application  having 
been  made  by  him? — I do. 

229,5.  Nave  you  ascertained,  and  can  you  speak  to  the  accuracy  of  the  other 
statement,  with  regard  to  the  number  of  families  and  number  of  labourers? — 
The  number  of  labourers  authorized  to  be  employed,  I think,  accurately  speaking, 
was  1,120,  besides  horses ; and  application  was  made  to  employ  500  in  addition. 

2296.  Before  Captain  Wynne  came  into  the  country,  had  you  any  communica- 
tions with  the  Members  for  Clare  respecting  the  relief  committees  r— I was 
present,  as  I said  yesterday,  at  the  presentment  sessions  held  on  the  2 1st  Sep- 
tember, of  which  Major  Macnarnara  was  chairman  ; and  Mr.  O’Brien  was,  I think, 
also  present;  and  after  that  I met  Mr.  O’Brien  about  the  beginning  of  October; 
I went  to  see  the  works,  and  I met  him  on  the  road  beside  Ennistimon. 

2297.  Will  you  state  whether,  before  Captain  Wynne  came  into  that  district, 
you  received  assistance  from,  or  were  impeded  by  the  relief  committees,  and  by 
the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  or  either  of  them? — The  relief  committees 
were  only  in  progress  of  being  formed ; the  works  were  only  being  opened  from 
day  to  day ; and  the  relief  committees,  one  and  all  I may  say,  were  pressing  me 
for  employment ; and  when  they  were  doing  that  they  were  doing,  I may  say, 
nothing  else  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  people. 

2298.  Was  that  not  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  destitution  of  the  people  ? 
— They  did  attribute  it  to  that;  but  at  the  same  time  I think  they  ought  to  have 
entered  into  subscriptions,  and  done  other  things  of  that  kind,  where  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  employ  the  whole  population  all  at  once. 

2299.  .^s  your  complaint  founded  upon  the  fact  that  they  did  not  enter  into 
subscriptions,  in  aid  of  the  funds  vou  bad  ? — And  that  they  did.  not  make  out  the 
registries. 

2300.  Is  that  a second  ground  on  which  you  complain  of  them  ? — It  is. 

2301.  First  not  entering  into  subscriptions,  and,  secondly,,  not  making  up  the 
registries? — Yes. 

2302.  Were  not  subscriptions  entered  into  by  the  country  gentlemen  at  the 
time  you  mention  ? I am  talking  of  the  time  I went  down.  I believe  they  were 
of  a very  trifling  amount. 

2303.  Do  you  know  the  amount  ?— No,  I could  not  state  it ; but  I believe  it 
was  very  trifling. 

2304.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  What  do  you  call  “very  trifling”?— It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  give  a specific  answer  to  that  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence  j but  the  impression  on  my  mind  generally  is,  that  from  the  time  I 
went  down  there  and  the  resumption  of  the  works,  up  to  the  present  time, 
the  amount  of  subscriptions  has  been  almost  nothing,  compared  with  the  wants  of 
the  country. 

2305.  Do  you  arrive  at  that  conclusion  if  you  do  not  know  the  amount  sub- 
scribed ? — 1 had  frequent  communications  with  the  several  committees,  and 
I used  to  ask  the  amounts  each  received.  I cannot  state  them.  I have  a clear 
recollection  that  no  sufficient  subscriptions  were  made. 

2306.  Chairman .] 
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2306.  Chairman. j Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Macnamara  aave  200I.  in 

his  district  r— I believe  under  the  Grant  Act  Major  Macnamara’s  son  gave  a very 
handsome  subscription.  J 

23 07.  Did  he  give  another  ? — I believe  there  was  also  a subscription  given  bv 

Captain  Macnamara  under  the  late  Act.  J 


2308.  Did  he  not  give  too  l.  as  the  first  subscription  ?-  Before  I went  down  he 
gave  a handsome  subscription,  and  that  was  under  the  Grant  Act.  I was  not 
connected  with  the  Grant  xAct.  I went  to  carry  out  the  Labour  Rate  Act. 

2300.  Can  you  state  what  subscriptions  were  made  by  the  gentry  of  that 
district  under  what  you  call  the  Grant  Act? — 1 cannot. 

2310.  M ere  they  large?— I should  say  not,  but  I think  they  were  larger  under 
that  than  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act. 

2311.  Was  there  not  a subscription  of  upwards  of  l ,000  I.  in  the  barony  of 

Loreomroe  under  the  Grant  Act  ?— I do  not  know,  sir;  my  observation  had 
reference  to  the  absence  of  efforts  made  by  the  committees  and  proprietors  there 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country  in  any  way  that  I was  aware  of,  except  by 
forcing  the  Government  to  give  employment.  J 

2312.  Do  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  live  in  the  barony  of  Corcotn- 

roe  ? — They  do.  J 


2313.  Are  you  aware  of  the  fact  whether  there  was  a large  subscription  or 
not  under  the  Grant  Act? — I do  not  think  there  was  any  subscription  under  the 
Giant  Act  that  I would  call  a large  subscription  ; there  was  a handsome  sub- 
scription, I believe,  from  Captain  Macnamara. 

2314.  Will  you  venture  to  state  there  was  not  1,000/.  subscribed  under  the 
Grant  Act  ?— My  impression  is  that  there  was  not,  but  1 do  not  pretend  to 
speak  of  the  time  before  I went  there. 

2315-  Your  complaint  being  that  the  gentry  did  not  subscribe,  applies  to  the 
second,  or  the  Labour  Rate  Act?— Yes.  I wish  to  confine  my  observations  to 
the  time  I was  there  myself. 

2316.  Was  there  not  a considerable  subscription  during  the  time  you  were 
there  ? — I do  not  think  there  was. 

2317.  Did  not  Captain  Macnamara  subscribe  200/.  during  the  period  you 
were  there  ? — I think  not;  he  may  have  subscribed  100/.;  but  I do  not  think  at 
the  time  I speak  of  there  was  any  effort  made,  either  by  those  subscriptions  or 
in  any  other  way,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  country,  except  by  forcing  the  people 
on  the  public  works. 


2318.  Have  you  any  other  complaint  to  make  of  the  conduct  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees or  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ?— In  general,  do  you  mean  ? 

2319.  Connected  with  the  employment  of  the  people  and  the  administration  of 
the  funds  ? — That  opens  up  the  whole  subject. 

2320.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  the  Members  for  Clare  ever  give  you  any 
personal  opposition,  or  withstand  you  in  the  plans  of  relieving  the  people  that  you 
attempted  to  execute  before  Captain  Wynne  came  into  the  country? — I think 
not,  sir. 

2321 . Was  Captain  Baillie  the  first  inspector  who  came  to  West  Clare? — He  was 

2322.  Do  you  know  whether  the  committees  of  Corcomroe,  shortly  after  Cap- 
tain Baillie  came  to  execute  his  duties,  entered  upon  their  functions  of  m aki no- 
on t the  lists?— 1 can  only  speak  of  that  from  what  I heard  from  Captain  Baillie.° 

232_3*  Have  you  any  doubt  of  its  being  the  fact? — I had  a communication  with 
Captain  Baillie,  after  he  had  returned  from  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor,  and  he 
said  he  never  met  with  such  opposition  ; that  they  were  for  employing  the  whole 
population;  they  all  brought  lists,  and  every  man  would  have  those  on  his  lists 
employed. 

2324.  Mr.  Repton .]  Who  are  “ they”? — The  committees  I speak  of. 

2325.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Were  you  withstood  in  your  services  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  county  generally,  or  did  you  receive  in  general  countenance  and 
co-operation  .-—I  am  speaking  generally.  I cannot  say  I was  exactly  withstood,  but 
1 found  myself  greatly  pressed  by  the  whole  population  being  thrown  upon  me. 

2320.  1 asked  you  whether  you  received  co-operation  from  the  gentry? — 
Lvery  one  pressed  for  employment. 

2327.  Did  you  receive  co-operation  and  countenance  from  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county  generally  ? —There  are  two  points  of  view  in  which  you  may  view 
that : so  far  as  regards  the  public  works,  every  one  was  anxious  to  get  them  on, 
and  to  get  them  executed;  but  as  regards  the  making  out  of  relief  lists  and 
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registries,  I think  there  was  not  exertion  made  to  make  them  out ; they  did  not 
co-operate  with  the  inspecting  officer  as  to  the  relief  duties,  but  they  were  most 
anxious  to  have  the  people  employed,  but  did  not  take  steps  to  have  the  registers 
made  out  properly. 

2328.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  find  some  gentlemen  who  did  give  you 
countenance? — Yes;  but  I think  very  few  of  them  indeed  exerted  themselves 
sufficiently ; they  pressed  me  for  employment,  but  did  not  exert  themselves  gene- 
rally to  make  out  those  registers. 

2329.  Chairman .]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  showed  great 
anxiety  to  get  the  people  put  on  the  works,  but  very  little  to  get  them  put  on 
regularly  and  properly  ? — That  is  exactly  what  I meant  to  say. 

2330.  Mr.  Tkornely .]  What  class  of  persons  were  you  pressed  to  take  upon 
the  public  works?— When  I went  down,  of  course  I was  a perfect  stranger,  and 
at  that  time,  I believed  the  urgent  representations  which  were  made  as  to  the 
necessity  of  employment,  I did  not  stop  further  to  inquire,  and  employed  them 
as  far  as  I could  on  the  representations  that  were  made ; but,  in  fact,  that  was 
more  peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  inspecting  officer ; I was  merely  made  a member 
of  the  relief  committee  if  it  were  convenient  for  me  to  attend,  it  was  no  part  of 
my  duty ; and  it  was  very  often  convenient  for  me  to  attend,  because  I could 
get  information  that  was  of  service. 

2331.  Afterwards,  what  selection  did  you  make,  or  had  you  any  fault  to  find 
with  the  persons  proposed? — It  was  not  my  duty  to  make  the  selection,  but  if 
vou  ask  me  generally  as  to  whether  there  were  improper  persons  put  upon  the 
works,  I can  answer  that  question.  I believe  there  were. 

2332.  Chairman .]  Did  you  ever  attend  the  Liscannor  relief  committee?— 
Never  but  once. 

2333.  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  write  to  you  to  invite  you  to  attend? — He  invited 
me  to  visit  the  locality. 

2334.  Did  you  go  r — No,  it  was  out  of  my  power. 

2335.  When  was  that? — The  23d  October:  “I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see 
you  here,  and  to  afford  you  all  the  information  in  my  power." 

2336.  Does  he  sign  it  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ? — He  does.  I did 
not  take  it  as  an  invitation  to  attend  the  committee;  in  fact,  it  was  clearly  no 
part  of  my  duty,  unless  it  was  convenient ; but  I often  found  it  very  conve- 
nient to  attend. 

2337.  How  was  it  you  did  not  take  it  to  be  an  invitation? — It  is  dated  from 
his  residence,  Birchfield. 

2338.  1 thought  you  told  me  it  was  signed  as  chairman  to  the  committee? — 
He  signs  himself  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

2339.  Then  did  you  not  understand  that  he  meant  you  to  attend  and  to  give 
you  any  information  ? — I thought  not  on  the  subject  of  the  lists  ; I took  it  as  an 
invitation  to  hold  personal  communication  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  works 
to  be  commenced. 

2340.  Was  that  the  reason  you  did  not  go? — By  no  means. 

2341.  Why  not? — It  was  not  in  my  power,  in  consequence  of  my  occupations. 
I had  seven  baronies  to  attend,  and  this  one-fourth  of  one  barony,  and  if  I had 
gone  I should  have  impeded  the-opening  of  works  in  other  places. 

2342.  From  circumstances  over  which  you  had  no  control,  you  did  not  go  to 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee? — Nor  did  I think  it  necessary  I should  go  to 
attend  the  committee  as  such. 

2343.  Was  it  not  necessary  you  should  go  to  receive  information,  and  to  assist 
them  in  the  right  performance  of  their  duties? — That  was  not  peculiarly  my  duty. 
I was,  you  may  say,  the  executive  officer  to  carry  out  the  works;  at  the  same 
time,  I would  be  very  glad  to  have  attended  the  committee  if  I could  have  done 
‘it,  but  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  accomplish  it. 

2344.  How  could  you  ascertain  that  improper  persons  were  put  on  the  list  if 
you  did  not  attend  to  make  any  local  inquiries  ? — That  answer  I made  with 
respect  to  the  district  generally,  and  with  respect  to  Kilmachreahy.  I will  give 
you  one  way  in  which  I could  ascertain  it : by  the  comparison  of  the  lists  furnished 
by  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  signed  by  him  as  chairman,  with  a list  of  the  freeholders  in 
the  same  district,  I find  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  were  on  the  public 
works,  and  I thought  any  man  who  had  produced  evidence  to  prove  that 
a solvent  tenant  would  give  10/.  a year  over  and  above  the  rent  he  paid,  that  was 
p rimA  facie  evidence  he  was  not  a fit  object. 

2345.  Mr. 
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2345.  Mr.  Beliew.]  Can  you  point  out  those  cases? — I shall  be  able  to  give 
you  a list  on  Monday  of  the  primd  facie  evidence. 

2346.  With  regard  to  the  freeholders  of  Mr.  O’Brien  who  were  put  upon  the 
list? — Yes  ; 10/.  a year  over  and  above  all  rent  and  charges. 

2347-  Chairman .]  Did  that  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  lists  ? — No. 

2348.  How  did  you  ascertain  it  ? — I went  to  the  clerk  of  the  peace’s  office  and 
I got  the  printed  lists  of  freeholders ; in  those  the  names  of  the  barony,  parish, 
and  townland  are  entered,  and  I may  say  on  this  point,  that  I wish  to  give  those 
printed  lists  in  evidence. 

2349.  Mr.  Repton.]  Is  it  an  unusual  practice  to  pay  a sum  by  way  of  fine 
over  and  above? — It  is  not.  But  the  freeholder  must  bring  a witness  before  the 
assistant  barrister  to  prove  that  a solvent  tenant  would  pay  10/.  a year  for  the 
lands  over  and  above  what  the  tenant  pays. 

2350.  When  was  it  you  made  reference  to  those  lists?— It  was  when  I found 
those  statements  I had  made  likely  to  be  called  in  question. 

2351.  Did  you  not  examine  this  until  the  discussion  before  the  House  of 
Commons? — I did  not;  it  was  from  general  impressions  that  I had  made  those 
statements  ; but  then  I thought  it  very  desirable  to  bring  specific  facts  to  support 
those  allegations,  and  those  I am  prepared  to  prove. 

2352.  It  was  not  from  an  examination  of  those  printed  lists  at  the  time  that 
you  arrived  at  the  conclusion  those  persons  were  improperly  put  on? — If  I had 
arrived  at  that  conclusion  at  the  time  I would  have  asked  Captain  Wynne  to 
strike  them  oft’. 

2353-  Was  it  from  an  examination  before? — It  was  not;  I am  talking  now  of 
the  printed  lists  of  the  registers,  and  perhaps  I have  not  conveyed  my  meaning : 

I meant  to  say  I had  not  examined  them,  but  I was  satisfied  from  general  report 
before  I wrote  the  letter  in  which  I state  that  I did  examine  them. 

2354-  At  what  time  did  you  make  that  comparison  between  the  two  lists? — I 
made  it  when  I thought  it  would  be  necessary  to  substantiate  the  charge  contained 
in  my  letter;  in  fact,  I made  it  before  my  letter  of  the  6th  March  ;°and  I never 
meant  to  say  I made  that  comparison  in  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

23 55.  I understand  you  now  to  state,  you  did  not  mean  to  convey  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  at  the  time  when  you  found  these  persons  improperly  put  on,  you 
derived  that  knowledge  from  the  examination  of  the  register  of  freeholders? — 

I did  not  mean  to  say  that  at  first  I made  it ; I made  it  before  I wrote  mv  letter 
of  the  6th  March. 

2356.  Is  it  the  fact  that  at  the  time  these  persons  were  put  in  the. lists,  and 
when  you  saw  the  lists  and  you  believed  that  improper  persons  were  put  on,  your 
impressions  were  not  derived  from  an  examination  of  the  lists  of  freeholders*  but 
an  examination,  long  subsequent,  to  convince  you  that  your  former  impressions 
were  right  ? — I had  the  impression  from  Mr.  Westropp’s  letter,  and  from  other 
circumstances  and  general  repute,  that  there  were  improper  persons  upon  the 
works,  both  there  and  elsewhere;  I then,  before  I wrote  the  letter  of  the  6th  March, 
examined  the  lists  of  freeholders,  and  compared  them  with  the  lists  signed  by 
Mr.  O’Brien ; and  on  that  examination  I made  the  statement  contained  in  that 
letter,  that  I believed  the  majority  of  freeholders  appeared  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists. 

2357-  At  what  time  was  it  that  those  freeholders  were  registered  in  the  list  of 
which  you  have  spoken  ? — I should  say,  the  most  of  them,  before  this  calamity 
occurred,  but  I believe  some  of  them  afterwards ; but  l will  give  the  dates  in 
evidence. 

2358.  Were  they  not  all  before  the  calamity  produced  by  the  failure  of  the 
potato  crop  ? — I think  not. 

2359-  Were  the  greater  majority  of  them  ? — Of  course ; the  usual  way  is,  they 
register  so  many  at  every  sessions,  and  they  re-register  from  time  to  time  ; I 
considered  at  the  time  that  they  were  all  in  such  a position  that  they  were 
capable  of  voting. 

2360.  Might  not  those  persons  put  in  the  register  as  capable  of  voting  before 
the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  very  probably  become  after  that  failure  persons  in 
great  destitntiou  r— Some  of  them  might ; but  I think  when  you  have  free- 
holders on  the  first  employment  lists,  and  when  you  have  additional  lists  con- 
taining 460  or  500  names  sent  in,  and  when  you  have  the  same  committee  that 
sent  them  in  saying  afterwards  that  deaths  by  starvation  had  occurred,  from 
persons  in  the  subsequent  lists  not  being  employed,  that  that  was  full  evidence 
to  support  me  in  stating  that  the  freeholders  had  been  improperly  put  on. 

OA°5-  n 3 2361.  Did 
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. 2361.  Did  that  statement  of  which  you  spoke  ever  come  from  either  of  the 
Members  for  the  county  of  Clare  ?- -That  statement  was  contained  in  a petition 
presented  to  Parliament  against  Captain  Wynne  from  the  committee,  of  which 
Mr.  O’Brien  was  chairman  when  in  the  country,  and  of  which  Major  Macna- 
mara’s  brother  is  at  present  chairman. 

2362.  What  was  the  date  of  that? — I cannot  say.  I hope  I have  conveyed 
my  meaning  clearly  on  one  point;  that  1 made  the  comparison  of  the  free- 
holders’ list,  previous  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  March,  but  not  previous  to  my 
letter  qf  the  8th  January. 

2363.  Mr.  BeUeio.]  You  had  a general  opinion  before  ? — Precisely  ; but 
befure  I wrote  the  letter  of  the  6th  March,  I thought  it  necessary  to  make  a 
comparison.  , 

2364.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  it  to  verify  the  impression  you  previously 
had  that  you  referred  in  March  to  those  lists  ? - It  was. 

2365.  Did  you  find  the  impression  you  had  before  the  8th  January  was  verified 
by  those  lists?- — Perfectly. 

2366.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  confine  the  remark  with  regard  to  freeholders 
being  improperly  put  on  the  lists  to  freeholders  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I made  the 
comparison  only  with  respect  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  relief  district. 

2367.  Does  it  apply  to  others  not  his  tenants?  — Yes.  I think  there  are  persons 
on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property  improperly  on  the  works. 

236S.  You  do  not  apply  exclusively  to  Mr.  O’Brien? — No. 

2369.  Are  you  aware  of  the  tenants  in  the  Liscannor  district  being  generally 
more  comfortable  than  those  round  about? — I visited  Liscannor  once  before  I 
came  up  here,  and  I certainly  was  struck  with  the  very  favourable  appearance  of 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  property,  the  improvement  of  which  could  not  have  been  effected 
without  a great  deal  of  energy. 

2370.  Did  you  put  in  the  return  of  the  amount  presented  for  the  amount  of 
the  poor-law  valuation  ? — I have  an  abstract  here;  the  amount  presented  exceeds 
half  a million. 

2371.  How  much  was  presented  for? — Upwards  of  half  a million  in  my 
district. 

2372.  Is  that  the  whole  county? — No;  I merely  confine  my  observations  to 
West  Clare. 

2373.  What  was  the  amount  presented  for  by  the  different  presentment  ses- 
sions in  the  different  districts  ? — Upwards  of  half  a million. 

2374.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  poor-law  valuation  ? — I wrote,  since  I came 
to  London,  to  a man  who  does  business  for  me,  and  he  sent  me  a return,  which 
I believe  correct.  The  net  annual  value  is  178,432/.  17  s.  4 d.\  the  amount 
presented  for  was  more  than -double  the  amount  of  the  whole  value  of  that  district. 

2375.  Nearly  three  times,  up  to  the  present  date  ? — I think  it  is  fully  three 
times,  up  to  the  present  time. 

2376.  Then  in  fact  it  was  a sum  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  raise  ? — Yes ; 
I think  there  was  between  60,000/.  and  70,000  /.  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin, 
presented  at  the  first  session,  of  which  the  valuation  was  under  27,000  /. 

2377-  How  do  you  account  for  the  presentment  sessions  laying  on  a sum  out 
of  all  proportion  to  what  they  could  possibly  obtain  r — I think  they  were  afraid  of 
the  people  of  the  country. 

2378.  Do  you  complain  of  that  as  one  of  the  grounds  of  want  of  co-operation  ? — 
It  would  have  facilitated  my  operations  if  the  proprietors  had  selected  these  works 
themselves,  and  had  opposed  the  wishes  of  the  mob  in  place  of  leaving  that  for 
the  Board  to  do. 

237 9-  Do  you  think  they  relied  upon  the  Board  doing  that? — In  some  cases  ; 
I am  quite  sure  they  did  in  many  places. 

2380.  Under  intimidation  they  presented  for  a sum  that  they  knew  would  not 
be  sanctioned  ? — Yes;  they  knew  the  whole  of  it  would  not  be  sanctioned. 

2381.  There  are  not  many  resident  gentry  there? — I think  not. 

2382.  All  the  resident  gentry  I suppose  are  members? — i should  say  all. 

2383.  W hat  is  the  largest  number  of  members  you  recollect  attending  these 
relief  committees.? — I think  at  the  relief  committee,  the  10th  October,  at  (jorofin, 
there  were  several  magistrates. 

2384.  Did  half-a-dozen  attend  at  the  relief  committees  ? — I do  not  think 
generally,  but  I think  there  were  half-a-dozen  there  that  day ; but  I merely  speak 
from  recollection. 

2385,  Were 
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2385.  Were  there  any  representatives  on  their  behalf,  any  agents  on  the  part 
of  the  landlords  generally?— I do  not  think  there  were. 

23S0.  Taking  the  whole  number  of  acres,  did  it  appear  that  the  owners 
of  those  acres,  either  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  took  that  trouble  they 
might  be  supposed  to  do  with  regard  to  attending  at  these  meetings?— In  general 
I must  say  they  did  not;  and  even  when  they  did  attend  they  °d id  not  go  into 
the  business  that  I thought  would  be  necessary. 

2387.  Do  you  know  the  cause  of  the  river  not  going  on?  — I have  heard  it 
stated  ; it  was  from  the  want  of  some  assents  in  the  first  instance. 

23SS.  It  was  a very  considerable  work? — It  is  so. 

2389.  And  if  the  assents  had  been  given,  a very  large  portion  of  people  would 
be  employed  on  it  ?— I do  not  know  the  state  of  the  engineering  operations,  but 
I think  the,  might  have  been  commenced  earlier ; but  at  the  same  lime,  works  of 
that  kind  cannot  well  be  commenced  in  winter ; there  cannot  tie  much  done 

2390.  Did  you  receive  any  assistance  from  the  stipendiary  magistrates  ?—  Mr 
Leyne  was  always  anxious  to  give  any  assistance. 


2391.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  You  said  one  cause  of  complaint  against  the  o-entry 

was,  that  they  did  not  enter  into  sufficient  subscriptions  ? Yes.  0 

2392.  By  that,  do  you  mean  insufficient  for  the  purposes  required  • that  they 
dul  not  subscribe  so  largely  as  they  should  have  done,  with  reference  to  their 
means  r—  My  impression  was,  instead  of  calling  on  this  Board  of  Works  and 
pressing  me  to  employ  the  people,  which  they  knew  could  not  be  done  with 
advantage,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  have  done  something  to  relieve  the  people 
before  the  opening  of  the  works,  and  that  no  sufficient  effort  was  made ; on  the 
contrary,  many  of  the  usual  labourers  employed  by  them  were  thrown  on  the 
public  works. 

2393-  You  think,  with  reference  to  the  state  of  their  property,  they  were  in 
a condition  to  have  made  such  efforts  as  you  have  described,  notwithstanding  the 
depression  ?— What  I felt  was  this,  that  they  had  made  no  sufficient  efforts  and 
I felt  it  very  sorely  that  they  should  first  of  all  insist  upon  large  numbers  being 
employed,  and  then  come  forward  and  blame  the  Hoard  of  Works  for  not  carry- 
ing  on  the  works  Lo  the  best  advantage.  J 

. -394-  You  think  they  could  have  made  efforts?— Ido.  I think  that,  con- 
sidering the  pressing  applications  they  made  to  me  as  to  the  awful  destitution  of 
tiie  people,  it  was  their  duty  to  have  done  something  to  relieve  them. 

2395-  Would  you  lie  so  kind  as  to  specify  some  way  in  which  they  could  have 
ma<le  efforts? — I think  they  could  have  employed  some  of  the  people. 

2396.  Would  the  condition  of  their  properties  have  allowed  them  to  do  this? 
—I  believe  in  some  cases  the  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  emplovino- 
labourers  before,  upon  the  commencement  of  the  relief  works,  gave  up  that 
employment.  I know  that  one  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  (Mr. 
O’Brien)  told  me  so.  v 


2397.  Was  it  Mr.  O'Brien’s  habit  generally  to  take  labour  in  exchange  for 
rent  from  those  people? — I think  to  a very  large  amount. 

239s.  How  could  Mr.  O’Brien,  seeing  he  only  got  labour  in  lieu  of  rent  pay 
money  when  he  got  none  ? — I think,  in  a calamity  like  the  present,  that  any 
gentleman  who  has  property  like  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  has  the  resources  that  Mr. 
O’Brien  is  supposed  to  have,  should  have  made  an  effort  to  get  monev  if 
necessary,  on  that  property,  and  to  employ  the  people,  in  place  of  throwing 
them  on  the  public  works ; what  I felt  myself  most  severely  was,  that  after  throw” 
ing  them  on  the  public  works,  he  blamed  the  Board  of  Works  for  not  employing 
people  properly,  which  was,  in  fact,  caused,  as  I conceive,  by’his  conduct  in 
common  with  that  of  others.  I do  not  speak  particularly'  of  his.  That  was 
exactly  the  view  I took  of  it. 


2399.  Mr.  5.  O’Brien .]  You  suppose  people  ought  to  make  efforts  in  propor- 
tion to  the  resources  they  are  supposed  to  have  1 — I have  no  other  data  to 
judge  from. 

2400.  Mr.  Borthwick.']  Do  you  kuow  that  in  September  the  proprietors  taxed 
themselves  to  the  amount  of  several  years’  rent  of  the  land  ?— That  is  exactly 
what  I complain  of;  they  passed  presentments  in  Corcomroe  to  an  amount 
I think,  of  upwards  of  40,000/.  at  the  first  sessions;  that  was  about  once  and 
a half  of  the  poor-law  valuation  ; and  after  that  was  passed,  they  said  we  have 
taxed  ourselves,  why  do  you  not  employ  the  people ; and  at  the  same  time  they 
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did  that,  they  did  not  employ  their  usual  labourers,  but  threw  them  on  the  public 
works,  and  along  with  them  their  tenants. 

2401.  Chairman.']  Had  they  not,  in  point  of  fact,  taxed  themselves  ? — They 
had  taxed  themselves  with  an  amount  that  I believe  it  utterly  impossible  to 
have  collected. 

2402.  Was  it  not  the  real  taxation,  but  only  a plausible  one? — I have  stated 
the  fact ; my  impression  was  that  they  never  supposed  that  amount  would  be 
expended  or  levied,  in  fact;  there  was  64,000 1.  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin. 

2403.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  They  rendered  themselves  liable  in  law  to  pay  this 
sum? — They  rendered  themselves  liable  under  the  law  to  a taxation  of  once  and 
a half  the  poor-law  valuation  in  Corcomroe. 

2404.  How  could  they  be  blamed  for  not  entering  into  subscriptions,  if  they 
had  already  taxed  themselves  beyond  their  ability  ? — That  is  exactly  what  I 
blame  them  for.  By  this  law  as  at  first  passed,  the  whole  of  this  amount  was  to 
be  advanced  by  Government  and  repaid  by  instalments.  Then  the  landed  pro- 
prietors when  that  was  passed,  immediately  at  the  presentment  sessions  passed 
presentments  for  this  large  amount,  and  they  threw  the  whole  of  the  popu- 
lation on  the  Government  for  support;  whereas,  what  I expected  would  have 
been  the  case  is,  that  they  would  have  employed  their  usual  labourers;  that 
they  would  have  passed  presentments  to  a moderate  amount,  and  by  that  means 
that  the  whole  would  have  been  better  employed. 

2405.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  happen  to  know  what  amount  has  yet  been  paid? 
— Of  the  original  grant,  about  1,600/. 

2406.  That  has  been  paid  ? — I think  it  was  presented  for  at  the  last  assizes. 

2407.  Even  that  amount  has  not  as  yet  been  paid,  but  only  presented  for? — 
Yes. 

2408.  That  is  the  first  grant  ? — Yes,  under  the  1 Viet.  c.  21,  and  9 Viet.  c.  1. 

2409.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Is  that  the  amount  paid,  or  the  amount  to  be  paid? 
— The  amount  presented  for  to  be  levied. 

2410.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  You  stated  that  the  presentments  amounted  to  more 
than  50  per  cent,  above  the  amount  at  which  the  barony  had  been  rated  by  the 
poor  law;  do  you  mean  the  real  value,  or  the  annual  value? — I mean  the  net 
annual  value  under  the  poor  law. 

241 1.  That  is  to  say,  the  presentments  amounted  to  a year  and  a half's  income 
according  to  the  poor-law  valuation  ? — According  to  the  poor-law  valuation;  I 
believe  the  income  is  considerably  more. 

2412.  How  soon  did  the  works,  after  the  first  presentment,  commence  at  the 
barony  of  Corcomroe? — The  first  presentment  sessions  was  on  the  21st  Septem- 
ber; I think  some  of  the  works  were  commenced  about  the  12th  October;  but 
perhaps  I should  explain  the  routine  in  these  cases.  It  was  necessary,  after  the 
presentment  session,  that  a schedule  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
by  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury;  then  it  went  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  me.  I had  to  make  a selection 
of  works,  and  recommend  them  to  the  Board  ; the  recommendations  went  from 
the  Board  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  the: 
sanctions  came  back  to  me,  through  the  Board,  again ; and  I believe  it  was  about 
the  12th  October  the  works  were  commenced  ; preparations,  in  the  way  of  im- 
plements and  an  executive  staff,  had  to  be  made. 

2413.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Are  you  aware  what  proportion  of  the  land  of  the 
barony  of  Corcomroe  is  in  the  possession  of  absentees  ? — I have  not  sufficient 
knowledge,  but  I do  not  know  that  there  are  any  extensive  resident  proprietors 
in  it  but  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien. 

2414.  Is  it  a general  rule  the  absentee  proprietors  do  not  employ  much 
labour  ? — I am  not  aware  of  their  employing  any. 

2415.  Therefore  this  might  have  been  the  feeling  of  those  who  were  resident 
■ in  the  barony;  “ If,  in  addition  to  taxing  ourselves  for  the  employment  of  our 

labourers,  we  grant  these  public  works,  we  shall  have  to  support  our  own  labourers, 
at  the  same  time  we  pay  for  the  poor  population  of  the  absentees”? — Yes; 
but  my  observation  of  want  of  exertion  would  include  the  absentees  as  well  as 
the  residents. 

2416.  That  is,  the  number  of  absentees  being  very  great,  it  was  their  opinion 
that  the  labourers  should  be  placed  on  one  general  fund,  to  which  all  should 
contribute  alike?— Perhaps  that  was  their  feeling;  but  I felt  that  when  Govern- 
ment came  forward,  it  was  very  unfair,  if  I may  use  the  expression,  to  throw  the 

whole 
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whole  on  the  Government,  and  then  afterwards  to  blame  the  Government  for 
want  of  implements. 

2417.  You  speak  of  proprietors  altogether;  I speak  of  resident  proprietors, 
and  ask  if  it  was  not  obvious  that  they  felt  a disinclination  to  tax  themselves  on 
the  double?— I should  suppose  they  did  ; at  the  same  time,  I do  not  think  that  is 
a sufficient  excuse  for  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  employing  labourers. 

2418.  But  the  operation  ot  the  Act  was  to  throw  the  support  on  absent  pro- 
prietors more  than  it  had  hitherto  been  ? — I think  you  are  correct,  sir. 

2419.  And  therefore  they  felt  a difficulty  as  to  their  employing  more 
labour,  or  an  average  amount  of  labour,  when  these  burdens  would  be 
increased,  and  the  resources  of  their  land  would  be  diminished  ?— They  mav 
have  felt  that,  sir  ; but  at  the  same  time  I felt  that  there  was  not  that  co-opera- 
tion given  to  the  carrying  out  the  Act  that  we  had  a right  to  expect  I do 
not  mean  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  works  ; I mean,  throwing  the  whole 
population  on  the  works. 

2420.  You  felt  great  difficulty  in  consequence  of  that?— I did;  and  I felt 
afterwards  that  difficulty  was  only  increased  by  the  complaints  of  the  very  per- 
sons with  whom  the  pressure  originated. 

24.21.  Mr.  Btllew .]  There  were  no  resident  proprietors  except  the  Honour- 
able  Members  for  Clare? — None,  except  them  and  Mr.  Colcot. 

2422.  Were  there  any  resident  agents  of  absentee  proprietors? — None  that 
I am  aware  of;  I may  be  astray,  stating  there  were  no  other  but  those. 

2423.  Were  there  any  landlords  in  your  district  whose  tenants,  or  persons 
residing  on  whose  land,  received  no  employment  on  the  public  works ; were 
there  any  exceptions  of  landlords,  or  none  of  whose  tenants  were  receiving  aid 
from  the  public  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

2424.  Chairman.']  Did  Major  Macnamara  continue  to  employ,  on  his  pro- 
perty, and  out  of  his  own  funds,  his  usual  number  of  labourers? — I have  no 
knowledge  on  the  subject. 

2425.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it? — If  I had  any  knowledge  on  the  subject  I 
would  at  once  say;  I have  no  knowledge  either  one  way  or  the  other. 

2426.  Sir  J.  JValih-2  You  stated  the  landlords  and  holders  of  land  threw 
their  labourers  on  the  public  works  ?— In  general ; that  was  my  impression,  and 
I gave  an  instance. 


2427.  I wish  to  know  whether  there  was  not  a general  wish  on  the  part  of  the 
population  themselves  to  be  employed  on  the  public  works,  and  whether  the  land- 
lords might  not  find  considerable  difficulty  in  procuring  labour,  in  consequence  of 
the  wish  of  the  people  to  throw  themselves  on  the  public?— I think  that  was  the 
case,  but  1 attribute  that  to  the  conduct  ot  the  relief  committees  in  indiscrimi- 
nately putting  on  the  people.  Had  the  relief  committees  been  satisfied  to  put 
only  a small  number  on  the  works,  I think  that  might  have  been  to  a great  extent 
obviated,  and  had  the  landed  proprietors  given  proper  wanes. 

2428.  Mr.  BorthwicL]  You  said  the  lists  given  by  relief  committees  were 
received  m faith  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— In  the  first  instance ; 
the  people  were  put  to  work  in  the  absence  of  the  proper  mode  ot  recommenda- 
tiou  lists.  Urgent  representations  were  made  to  me  from  nearly  every  place,  if 
I waited  to  have  the  tickets  issued  by  the  inspecting  officer,  and 'to  have  the  lists 
properly  made  out,  the  people  would  be  starved,  and  among  others,  I received 
a letter  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Welsh,  a Roman-catholic  clergy- 
nian,  ot  the  5th  October;  then  soon  after  that,  from  the  same  district,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Quin  came  and  stated,  in  great  alarm,  that  his  parishioners  were  coming  in  ami 
looking  tor  work,  and  they  did  come  in,  and  there  was  great  excitement.  “Under 
these  circumstances  I wrote  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  stating  that  on  his  representation 
1 would  allow  people  to  be  put  to  work,  on  tickets  signed  by  him  and  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Welsh,  going,  in  fact,  beyond  my  instructions  ; on  this  several  members  put  many 
people  on  the  works  in  various  parts  of  the  barony  ; so  that  the  consequence  of  the 
Older  I gave  under  the  most  urgent  circumstances,  was  that,  through  the  means 
or  members  of  the  committee,  numbers  amounting  to  5,500  were  put  on.  Then 
shortly  alter  Captain  Wynne  and  1 attended  the  relief  committee,  and  tmmd  things 
in  this  state.  Captain  Wynne  represented  that  it  was  altogether  impossible  that 
so  many  could  he  employed,  and  we  called  on  the  committee  to  reduce  the  num- 
bers,  and  the  committee  seemed  very  unwilling  to  do  so ; and  there  was  a good 

,°  escitement,  and  a good  deal  of  opposition  to  the  reduction  tiiat  was  pro- 
P s t , and  1 think  it  was  on  that  occasion  that  a Protestant  clergyman  not  up, 
oa°5-  S 0 and 
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and  stated  that  they  had  just  had  a very  heartless  letter  from  Sir  Randolph  Routh ; 
that  it  was  too  bad,  when  he  was  writing  a very  heartless  letter,  that  the  officers 
of  the  Board  should  take  that  occasion  to  reduce  the  number ; and  that  in  fact 
was  also  a heartless  course;  and  after  having  said  so,  he  came  up  and  apologized 
to  Captain  Wynne  in  private,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  go 
with  the  people.  I wish  to  add  one  observation  upon  that : the  consequence  of 
threatening  the  stoppage  of  the  works,  was,  that  the  numbers  were  actually 
reduced  subsequently  by  the  committee  to,  I think,  3,700;  they  promised  to 
reduce  them  to  3,300,  and  they  did  reduce  them  to  3,700. 

2429.  Did  the  Board  of  Works  become  active  in  reducing  the  lists  before  or 
after  the  Parliamentary  agitation  of  the  question? — This  was  on  the  10th  Octo- 
ber 1846. 

2430.  You  began  to  reduce  the  lists  at  that  time? — I think  there  were  1,800 
thrown  off  the  works  at  that  time  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin. 

2431.  You  said  the  presentment  sessions  were  acting  under  intimidation;  what 
sort  of  intimidation  was  that;  were  they  afraid  of  their  lives? — I think  they 
were  generally  afraid  to  refuse  any  presentment  in  the  face  of  the  population,  who 
were  anxious  to  have  the  works  commenced  everywhere.  That  is  my  belief ; I 
have  no  doubt  of  it. 

2432.  Were  they  under  threatenings  ? — I think  they  were  afraid  ; there  was  a 
good  deal  of  excitement  at  the  presentment  sessions.  • 

2433.  Mr.  Williams.']  Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  O’Brien  employed  at  least  25 
men  during  the  whole  time  the  public  works  were  going  on? — I should  think  it 
very  likely  he  did  ; I do  not  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge,  but  he  did 
employ  a very  large  number  before  they  were  thrown  on  the  public  works.  I 
speak  generally  ; if  I were  called  on  to  name  them,  I could  not  give  you  a single 
name.  Mr.  O’Brien  himself  told  me  he  had  done  so. 

2434.  Did  you  know  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  that  time,  that  he  nevertheless  con- 
tinued to  employ  25  men  on  his  own  property,  whom  he  continued  to  pay? — Ido 
not  know  whether  he  told  me  so,  but  I think  it  more  than  probable  that  he  did. 

2435-  Mr.  Solicitor ‘General.]  Will  you  explain  what  passed  between  you  and 
Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  subject  of  his  employing  persons  on  the  works  who  were 
formerly  employed  by  him  ?— I have  rio  distinct  recollection.  It  was  as  far  back 
as  the  5th  of  November  when  he  said  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  a 
great  many  men,  but  he  would  be  obliged  to  put  them  on  the  public  works. 

2436.  Why  obliged  ? — He  did  not  enter  into  particulars.  I think  that  was, 
as  far  as  I can  tell  you,  the  substance. 

2437-  Mr.  S.  O'Brien.]  Was  it  not  the  case  with  them  always  to  receive  rents 
in  labour  r I have  already  stated  that  I believe  Major  Macnamara,  and  Mr. 
O’Brien,  and  Mr.  Colcot  are  nearly  the  only  resident  landed  proprietors,  and 
they  may  have  got  some  of  their  rents  in  labour,  but  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
perty was  held,  I think,  by  absentees,  who  did  not  give  labour. 

2438.  My  question  was  this,  was  it  not  the  usual  practice  among  those  who 
gave  work  to  receive  the  labour  in  diminution  of  rent? — I should  say  so. 

24.3Q-  Was.it  not  the  invariable  practice  where  the  labourers  had  any  land? — 

I should  say  so. 

2440.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  know  that  Major  Macnamara  pays  his  labourers 
in  money,  and  does  not  take  labour  for  rent? — I do  not  know  it. 

2441.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  one  way  or  the  other? — I have  not.  I 
have  said  I believe  it  to  be  the  general  practice  to  take  rent  in  labour,  and  the 
other  to  be  the  exception. 

2442-  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  one  way  or  the  other  in  Major  Mac- 
namara s case  r — I do  not  know  which  he  does. 

2443-  Whenever  the  opportunity  occurred,  were  the  persons  interested  in  any 
locality  invited  to  co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  discovering  and  correct- 
ing abuses  ’ r — They  were,  sir. 

2444.  Did  any  such  opportunity  occur  ?— As  to  that  I have  stated  before,  that 
on  several  occasions,  where  I attended  relief  committees,  they  were  called  on  to 
revise  the  lists  and  to  see  that  none  but  the  destitute  were  employed.  And  be- 
sides that,  the  instructions  they  received  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  were  to  the 
same  effect. 

2445.  Is  that  what  you  mean  by  “ co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  dis- 
covering and  correcting  abuses”? — Yes,  I believe  they  were  always  invited  to 
co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  doing  it,  and  to  do  it  themselves. 

2446.  Invited 
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2446.  Invited  by  whom  r — I have  heard  Captain  Wynne  do  it.  and  I have 
done  it. 

2447.  In  how  many  instances  have  you  done  it? — 1 think  at  nearly  all  the 
committees  I attended  it  was  the  general  practice. 

2448.  Did  those  committees  give  them  co-operation  ? — I am  of  opinion  thev 

did  not.  3 

2449.  Did  they  ever  give  it  ? — They  did  sometimes  ; we  gave  instructions  to 
revise  the  lists,  and  they  did  so  partly ; they  struck  off  the  men  ; but  then  the 
complaint  against  them  was,  that  they  did  not  make  out  their  registries  properly 
and  did  not  furnish  their  lists  to  the  inspecting  officers  as  they  should  have  done* 
and  as  early  as  they  should  have  done ; they  pressed  for  the  employment  of  the 
people,  and  did  not  take  the  trouble  of  making  out  the  lists  and  sendino-  them 
to  the  inspecting  officer  at  once  ; they  did  it  in  many  cases  afterwards.  & 

2430.  Did  they  in  any  case  co-operate  with  the  Boards  in  discovering  and  cor- 
recting abuses  ? — I think  they  did,  sir,  in  some  cases. 

2451.  In  many?- In  general  they  did  not  wish  to  reduce  the  lists;  they  wished 
to  have  the  people  employed,  and  if  there  were  others  that  wanted  employment 
they  were  better  pleased  to  throw  them  on  the  lists,  as  an  additional  burthen,  than 
to  strike  off  others. 

2452.  Did  they,  or  did  they  not,  in  your  opinion,  co-operate  with  the  Board’s 
officers  m discovering  and  correcting  abuses  ? — I think  they  did  not  generally. 

2453.  Did  you  ever  attend  the  Liscannor  and  Fisher-street  committees?— 

I attended  Liscannor  committee  once. 

2454.  Did  you  receive  any  instructions  to  discover  and  correct  abuses  ? I 

think  there  was  a complaint  made  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Patrick  MacMahon 
a steward  on  the  works. 

2455.  Can  you  answer  the  question,  yes  or  no,  did  they  co-operate  with  the 
Board’s  officers  in  discovering  and  correcting  abuses?— I was  going-  to  instance 
that:  I think  that  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman,  handed  me  a paper  of  some  com- 
plaints against  the  steward  of  the  name  of  Patrick  MacMahon,  a steward  on  the 
Sandneld  Hills ; and  so  far  as  that  went,  that  was  certainly  an  act  of  co-operation 
in  discovering  abuses. 

2456.  Was  that  at  Ennistimon  or  Liscannor? — My  impression  is,  it  was  at 
Liscannor. 

2457.  Was  that  person  discharged  at  the  instance  of  the  relief  committee,  and 
of  Mr.  O'Brien? — He  was,  by  the  Board’s  officer. 

245S.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  the  complaint  of  misconduct  made  by  the 
committee? — Certainly.  3 

2459.  Is  not  tliat  a co-operation  ?— It  is  so,  so  far  as  it  goes;  and  I only 
regretted  that  the  committee  would  not  pursue  that  course,  and  where  abuses 
existed,  enable  the  Board’s  officers  to  find  them  out.  They  would  make  sweeping 
charges,  of  some  officers  being  so  and  so  ; but  in  very  few  instances  would  they 
give  the  materials  to  enable  us  to  get  out  the  facts  of*  the  case. 

2460.  You  say,  “ Whenever  an  opportunity  occurred,  the  persons  interested  in 
any  locality  have  been  invited  to  co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  discover- 
ing  and  correcting  abuses;  but  this  co-operation  has  beeu  almost  invariably 
withheld.”  Do  you  still  abide  by  that? — I do. 

2461.  That  the  cases  where  they  have  co-operated  are  very  few  in  number, 
and  are  exceptions? — Exactly.  I will  give  an  instance  of  what  I mean.  At  the 
investigation  of  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct,  Major  Macnamara  brought  forward  a 
number  of  complaints,  stating  that  the  stewards  were  infamous  characters,  and 
so  on.  We  expressed  our  readiness  to  investigate  them  ; we  went  into  the  inves- 
tigation, and  one  fact  was  not  brought  out  at  that  investigation  to  substantiate 
the  allegation  that  they  were  infamous  characters,  and  had  acted  improperly  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  I had  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  complaints 
might  have  been  made  against  some  of  them,  but  when  Major  Macnamara,  who 
lived  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  could  not  bring  evidence  upon  it,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  Board  to  deal  with  it. 

2462.  Did  you  once  send  a person  of  the  name  of  Warren  to  act  in  public 
service  in  the  district? — I did,  sir. 

2463.  W as  a complaint  made  of  him  on  the  ground  of  misconduct  ? — There 
was,  sir. 

2464.  Was  he  discharged  in  consequence  of  the  complaint? — He  is  still  in  the 
employment. 

8 2 2465.  Mr. 
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2465.  Mr.  O'Brien.']  Was  he  discharged  ? — No. 

2 466.  Chairma?i.]  There  were  three  charges  brought  against  him  at  the  instance 

of  the  committee  ? — There  were. 

2467.  Were  those  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Works  ? — They  were  not. 

2468.  To  whom  were  they  submitted  ? — To  me. 

2469.  Did  you  investigate  them? — I sent  Mr.  Morris,  local  engineer,  to  inves- 
tigate them. 

2470.  Did  he  report  to  you  the  result  of  his  investigation  ? — He  did. 

2471.  What  did  you  do  on  receiving  his  report? — I wrote  to  Morris,  statino- 
that  he  might,  on  his  own  responsibility,  give  Warren  another  trial,  at  reduced 
wages,  but  I apprehended  it  would  be  more  judicious  at  once  to  dismiss  him. 

2472.  What  was  done  on  that? — Mr.  Morris  wrote  to  me  to  say  he  would 
remove  him  to  another  district. 

2473-4.  Was  he  removed  to  another  district? — 1 do  not  think  he  was,  because 
the  committee  recommended  the  charge  to  be  overlooked. 

2475.  Was  that  a co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  with  the  Board’s 
officers  ? — -It  was. 

2476.  Was  that  one  of  the  exceptions  to  which  you  before  alluded? — It  is. 

2477.  You  state  in  the  same  letter,  “ And  while,  on  the  one  hand,  complaints 
have  been  made  of  persons  being  improperly  employed  upon  the  works,  and  of 
there  not  being  a sufficient  supply  of  implements  or  superintendence,  the  com- 
plainants have,  on  the  other  hand,  declined  to  mention  the  names  of  persons 
alluded  to,  and  have  vehemently  demanded  the  employment  of  additional  numbers, 
although  fully  aware  there  were  no  means  of  putting  them  properly  to  work.”  Is 
that  strictly  correct  ? — I believe  it  to  be  strictly  correct. 

2478.  “And  at  the  same  time  they  protested  against  procuring  implements 
from  a distance,  although  efforts  had  been  ineffectually  made  to  procure  a suffi- 
cient supply  in  the  various  localities.”  Do  you  know  that  efforts  had  been  made 
to  procure  them  in  the  immediate  locality? — I do. 

2479.  Were  they  unable  to  procure  them  ? — Yes. 

2480.  Was  every  effort  made  to  procure  implements  from  a distance  ? — Yes. 

2481.  Did  you  in  any  instance  employ  a tradesman  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  locality  to  make  them  ? — Yes. 

2482.  Were  they  unable  to  receive  payment  without  suing  the  overseers?— 
I have  not  heard  of  it ; it  might  be  the  case. 

24S3.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  overseers  received  process  at  the  last  assizes 
at  Enr.istimon,  on  the  ground  of  their  not  paying  the  tradesmen  ?— I do  not 
know  ; but  whether  or  not,  I do  not  believe  that  could  influence  them  as  to  what 
they  did  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  Corofin  sessions,  on  the 
30th  November,  complained  of  the  want  of  implements,  and  said,  if  he  had  had 
authority  he  could  have  got  them  made ; 1 immediately  replied,  I had  given 
instructions  to  get  all  made  that  we  could  get,  and  I said  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  “ If 
you  will  get  people  to  make  200  or  300  wheelbarrows,  I will  take  them  from  you 
in  three  weeks  or  so.”  The  result  of  that  offer  was  this : that  though  an  order 
was  given  for  1 2 wheelbarrows  and  handbarrows,  it  was  not  completed  for  two 
months  from  that  time. 

2484.  Did  that  arise  from  inability  to  make  them,  or  from  the  tradesmen 
not  getting  payment  ? — They  could  not  obtain,  the  payment  till  they  made 
them. 

2485.  Was  the  reason  of  their  not  making  them,  that  they  could  not  obtain 
payment  for  those  they  had  already  made  ? — I have  told  you  there  was  an  order 
given  for  making  1 2 wheelbarrows,  and  I am  not  aware  of  their  not  being 
paid  for. 

2486.  Do  you  not  know  from  your  own  officers  that  they  were  not  paid  for? 
— I do  not  know  of  that  being  the  case.  I know  that,  in  point  of  fact,  there 
should  be  some  delay  in  the  payment ; because,  though  the  weekly  payments 
were  made  on  the  certificate  of  the  local  engineer,  the  Board  very  wisely  deter- 
mined that  implements  and  matters  of  that  kind  should  go  through  a severe 
ordeal,  and  consequently  the  accounts  had  to  be  sent  to  my  office,  and  I had  to 
certify  for  them,  and  then  they  must  go  to  the  Board  of  Works  at  Dublin;  and 
in  consequence  of  that,  delay  occasionally  took  place ; but  I have  no  knowledge 
of  it  in  the  present  case. 

24S7.  Having  given  that  answer,  do  you  not  know  that  complaints  were  made 
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by  the  persons  tvbo  made  those  implements  that  they  could  not  get  paid  for 
them  f — In  Liscannor? 

2488.  Yes  ? — I do  not  know. 

24S9.  Anywhere  ? — Yes. 

2490.  In  what  locality? — In  Inchiquin  and  Islands,  because  the  bills  were 
sent  to  Dublin  as  I have  mentioned  ; and  tradesmen  might  be  two  months  with- 
out being  paid  for  them. 

2491.  Mas  that  not  the  ground  of  complaint,  and  was  not  that  one'reason  why 
you  could  not  get  them  made  in  the  locality?— I think  one  reason  they  were 
not  made  at  Enntsttmon  was,  they  did  not  wish  to  make  them  for  the  price : I 
think  there  was  a turn-out  to  get  more  wages. 

at  you!hear  anY  objections  to  making  implements  stated 

focS  h ^ °"  ‘he -30111  November  r—  When  Mr.  O’Brien  made  his  complaint  that 
1.77  im  mt  ™Plements-  “d  Ibat  they  were  not  made  in  the  locality, 

-endemen Jd  ^ l Said  1 "'ou,d  Pve  ,os’  6 d ’ aad 

0entiemen  said.  That  is  the  reason  tradesmen  won  t make  them.” 

2493-  What  reason? — That  the  price  was  not.  enough. 

„.“???■  " as  it  not ^ stated  that  another  reason  was,  they  could  not  get  paid  for 

tat  they  mader—  I do  not  recollect  that  being  stated  there  at  that  cure 

2495.  Mas  it  stated  anywhere?— I have  heard  it  stated  afterwards,  but  my 

press  ton  is  that  was  not  the  reason  they  were  not  made  at  Liscannor,  hut  that 

they  hove  the' timber!  hab"  °'  <I'mnti‘y  °f  them  : 1 1,0  not  thinl 

24915.  1 ou  liave  given  before  very  general  answers,  and  now  you  are  limited  to 

^74  "el'7ilere  "ot  fany  CaSeS  ™ which  [,alties  i"  ti.  locality  havin! 
delivered  the  implements,  could  not  be  paid  for  them  ?— There  should  be  some 

J a£'sor2Ue"Ce  ° Se°?ne  lhe  bllls  10  Dublin’  bul  1 d°  “°‘  tbiak  that  was 
me  reason  they  u ere  not  made. 

»l ?yeja  ”0t  SUtUS  matiluted  for  tlle  purpose  of  forcing  payment?— I have 
aiitady  stated  it  may  have  been  the  case,  but  I do  not  know  it. 

2498.  Mr.  Solicitor- General]  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anv  suits  ? No 

Bellew.]  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  a carpenter  is  generally 
possessed  of  land  r— I cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge.  ^ 

ihink°th*  SU  J‘  fValskl  Are  there  many  carpenters  in  that  county?-— Ido  not 
think  there  are;  one  reason  that  I think  they  did  not  make  them  is,  that  they  had 
not  native  timber  in  abundance.  y 

u.enf?-ItImv™M'!  ] ,0U  “P™  °f  ‘he  "ame  °f  M°M°y  ™ y0ur  a">Ploy 

2502.  Is  he  here? — Yes. 

- 25°3-  I^id  you  not  know  from  him  he  received  process  for  nonpayment  of 
implements  which  were  made  for  him  ?-I  never  heard  it.  noiWment  of 

2304.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  ever  hear  it  from  anybody  else?— I 
7erde,  c 10,11  anyone;  1 have  n°  recollection  of  having  heard  ft  from  anv 
one  ; Dut  with  an  establishment  ol  a thousand  overseers,  stewards,  check-clerks7 
Ac.,  some  might  get  them  without  my  knowing  anythino-  about  it 
■ 2?°5‘  Was  the  class  of  tradesmen  who” were  employed  to  make 

implements  generally  persons  in  rather  an  inferior  condition  of  life  as  regarded 
pecuniary  means  r— 1 think  they  were,  and  I think  the  want  of  payment  Sas  an 
inconvenience  to  them  ; but  at  the  same  time  I think  Mr.  O'Brien,  when  he  came 
forward  to  demand  Implements  to  be  made  in  this  locality,  and  when  there  was 
no  possibility,  with  the  proper  operation  of  the  system,  of  getting  implements  soon 

nPea;,ir°,Vr  “ hIame  ,llan  the  Board  ut Work,  for  not"St“  car! 
p “ -nfi  w "ty  that  was  recl“lred  : for  the  money  was  perfectly  certafn 

vendee  IZt  ST*  ST*  3 C“Ddili™  °f  ,ita  as  * -nde/i,  a great  incou- 
}“fe  10  them  to  be  without  payment  tor  two  months  r— Certainly  ■ but  it 
S?07a  WhfmdT  exertion  had  been  made  by  those  interested  in  it. 

1 1'  ,.  ,1I  do  y°“  mean  by  those  interested  in  it?— If  Mr  O’Brien  in  his 

*7  asf“ted  tbe  oarpenters,  his  own  tenants.  “ h’S 

2508.  Mr.  S.  OBrien.]  Had  advanced  the  money?— Yes. 

remfm  ou^fTl7  The  rellef  you  wished  to  be  Siren  t0  those  who  eould  not 
remain  out  of  their  money  tor  two  months,  was  that  the  gentry  should  have 
advanced  the  money,  they  looking  ,0  the  public  works  .0  ree^iv^t  afterwards! 
-Exactly,  m the  present  case.  Mr.  O’Brien  stated  at  Corofin  that  if  he  had  the 
otder  he  would  have  got  them  made , ou  that  I said,  « I wil  £££  ob  iged 


5.  Gambit,  Esq. 
13  May  1847. 
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S.  Gamble,  Esq.  if  you  can  get  me  200  or  300  barrows;”  and  the  effect  of  that  was,  that  there  was 
not  a dozen  of  handbarrows  and  wheelbarrows  made  for  two  months  afterwards. 

13  May  1847.  2510.  In  another  sentence  in  the  same  letter  you  sav,  “In  Liscannor  relief 

district,  and  particularly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  there  were  by  the  census  of 
1841,  8(5o  families  dependent  on  manual  labour,  and  at  present  employed 
1,160  labourers  is  that  so? — 1,160  was  stated  by  me  to  be  the  number  on  the 
first  lists  sent  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  460  that  on  the  supple- 
mentary lists,  but  one  sheet  was  misplaced,  so  that  the  first  lists  contained  only 
1,120  names  while  the  supplementary  list  contained  500  names. 

2511.  According  to  the  information  you  had  from  the  lists,  that  is  about  the 
number  sent  up  on  the  list? — Exactly  ; with  reference  to  that,  I think  it  neces- 
sary to  niake  one  observation  : this  was  written  in  reply  to  a letter  from  the  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  Board,  calling  my  attention  to  an  extract  in  the  “ Morn- 
ing Chronicle,”  finding  fault  with  certain  things  in  Liscannor. 

2512.  I wish  to  know  where  you  derived  that  information  that  the  1,160  were 
employed  on  the  lists  which  were  sent  in  to  you  ? — From  the  lists  themselves. 

2513.  You  state  further,  “ And  a few  days  since  a demand  to  employ  460 
was  made  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  who  pointed  Mr.  Russell’s 
attention  to  the  want  of  implements  at  Liscannor  sea  wall.”  Did  Mr.  O’Brien 
make  such  an  application  ? — He  did ; and  both  those  lists  are  before  the  Com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  one  sheet. 

2514.  You  state  in  the  next  sentence  some  information  you  received  from  Mr. 
Russell,  respecting  a person  of  the  name  of  Daley;  do  you  know  anything  of  that 
except  what  Mr.  Russell  told  you  ? — No. 

2515.  You  afterwards  state,  “ There  was  no  alternative  ; it  was  necessary  to 
save  the  people  from  starvation,  by  putting  them  to  work  as  well  as  could  be 
done,  with  the  view  of  gradually  providing  for  their  most  advantageous  employ- 
ment; but  that  indiscriminate  employment  was  not  given,  the  fierce  attacks  upon 
Captain  Wynne  and  me,  from  withholding  it,  can  amply  testify.”  Who  made  fierce 
attacks  upon  you  and  Captain  Wynne? — I consider  as  such  the  attack  of  a Pro- 
testant clergyman  before  mentioned.  I allude  also  to  certainly  a very  fierce 
attack  before  a great  many  people,  by  a Roman-catholic  priest,  and  there  are 
other  cases. 

2516.  Those  two  gentlemen  were  not  the  Members  for  Clare? — No. 

2517.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  any  fierce  attack  was  made  upon  you  by 
either  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  ? — I have  heard  them,  and  espe- 
cially Mr.  O’Brien,  state  that  they  had  taxed  themselves  for  the  support  of  the 
people,  and  the  Board  of  Works  were  not  employing  them. 

2518.  Did  you  know  whether  the  pay-clerks  received  threatening  notices  ? — I 
have  not  heard  they  did  in  my  district. 

2519.  Did  any  of  the  local  engineers  receive  threatening  notices  ? — They  did. 

2520.  How  many? — Petty  received  one,  Fitzgerald  two;  and  M‘Bride  re- 
ceived two;  and  Millett  received,  certainly,  a notice  that  I considered  sufficiently 
threatening ; but  I do  not  think  he  received  a written  threatening  notice  ; I refer 
to  the  local  engineers  of  the  barony. 

2521.  A great  number  ot  them  received  threatening  notices? — Yes. 

2522.  Was  that  through  a system  of  intimidation  which  operated  very  much 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works?— Yes;  no  one  will  deny 
there  is  a system  of  intimidation  that  pervades  the  county.  I refer  then  to  the 
evidence  ot  a combination  amongst  the  people ; that  they  were  combined  and 
joined  together,  and  that  one  person  was  afraid  to  do  what  the  other  did  not  like. 

2523-  "hat  class  of  persons  do  you  designate  by  “people”? — The  lower 
orders. 

2524.  Was  it  the  fact,  “ that  many  of  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  were  better 

pleased  to  lose  their  situation  than  to  come  into  contact  with  the  people”  ?— That 
was  often  reported  to  me,  r 

2525.  Do  you  know  whether  some  of  the'  pay-clerks  were  obliged  to  apply  for 
the  protection  of  the  police? — Yes. 

2526.  Mr.  Bellexa. J You  state  there  were  36,000  people? — Yes. 

2527.  Was  that  not  three-fourths  of  . the  people  ?— I think  there  were  more 
than  three-fourths. 

2528.  Mr.  S.  O’Brien.]  Did  any  paymaster  in  Corcomroe,  to  your  know- 
ledge, apply  for  the  assistance  of  the  police  ?— No,  not  in  Corcomroe. 

2529.  Chairman.]  At  page  36  in  180,  you  will  find  a report,  dated  Ennis, 

6 March 
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h March  1 847 : is  that  after  you  became  aware  of  the  complaints  made  in 
rarliament  by  the  Members  for  Clare? — It  is,  sir. 

J5j“-  Was  it  prepared  after  deliberating  and  alter  considering  the  subiecf1 
— It  was.  0 J 

2531.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Before  we  go  into  it,  I will  ask  you,  do  vou 
stand  to  everything  that  it  contains?— I do. 

2532.  Chairman.']  \ ou  state,  “The  great  object  of  most  committees  was  to 
put  as  many  men  on  the  works  as  possible,  and  of  the  men  to  do  as  little  as 
possible,  so  that  when  the  number  had  reached  35,000,  and  the  daily  expen- 
dture  2,000 /the  cry  was  still  ‘more,  more;’”  is  that  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  tact  / — It  is,  as  a general  statement. 

2533-  Captain  Wynne  was  at  that  period  inspecting  officer,  was  he  not?— He 
was  up  to  the  end  ot  January.  ° 

2534.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  whether  he  charged  the  com- 
mittee with  the  employment  of  comfortable  people  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute  ? 
— I nave  heard  him  say  so. 

.2535-  Mr.  So/icilor-General.']  In  their  presence ?— In  their  presence. 

. th  ■ ' C,mrman')  bJav?  J'ou  “Isu  heard  him  charge  them,  “ In  some  instances, 
n their  presence,  with  neglecting  to  make  out  proper  registers,  and  with  furnishing 

lum  with  erroneous  information?— I have,  sir.  s 

2537.  What  committee  have  you  heard  him  charger—  Corofin  committee;  and 
at  Kiimaley  the  erroneous  information  was  spoken  of. 

233S.  Which  of  the  committees  did  you  hear  him  charge  with  authorisin'-  the 
employment  01  comfortable  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute  ? — KilmaTey. 

2539.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  such  charge  at  Liscannor,  or  Corofin,  or 
rislier-street ! — I have  in  Corofin. 

2540.  Not  in  Kitlilagh  and  Liscannor  ?— No. 

. 2JJ1-  Mr-  Solicitor-General.']  II  hen  Captain  Wynne  charged  the  committees, 
m your  judgment  did  he  use  proper  language,  and  keep  a proper  tone  and 
temper.-—!  think  Captain  Wynne  kept  his  temper  throughout,  but  I think  at 
the  same  tune,  he  saw  it  was  necessary  to  take  a bold  and  determined  course, 
and  he  did  take  it,  without  any  loss  of  temper. 

2542.  I am  speaking  simply  of  this  instance,  where  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  charge 
the  committees  ? — Exactly,  sir.  1 0 

flnd5HnTrdIr  ‘Be//eT^  Y°U  *,<at?d  tJ!e.n denounced  the  Government 

and  Board  as,  on  the  one  hand,  insulting  the  country  by  employing  labourers 
without  sufficient  implements  and  due  preparations I suppose  you  mean  to  say 
that  if  none  ot  the  people  were  on  the  works  but  those  who  ought  to  be,  there 
would  be  enough.— I mean  to  say  that  the  works  woold  have  got  on  a great  deal 
,c‘  f , Illb?urers  usually  employed  had  been  kept  with  the  fanners  and 
the  landed  proprietors ; and  if  none  but  the  poorest  had  first  been  put  on,  we 
could  have  got  everything  into  much  better  working  order. 

2544.  I he  complaint  thrown  upon  you  arose  from  the  fault  of  the  relief 
cisely  )tteeS*  ***  t“rowin&  more  uPon  >ou  than  tlley  ought  to  have  done  ?— Pre- 

Who  do  you  mean  when  you  say  “ some  par- 
1 C Partlcularly?  Mr-  0 Bnen  in  my  view  at  the  time. 

2546.  The  Member  for  Clare? — Yes. 

vnnitl  In  y°ur  judgment,  are  you  justified  iu  saying  that  of  him,  from  anything 
dpnnn  - kTne?  0 h,.s  couduet  in  the  county?— I think  I am  justified;  as  to 
denouncing,  I refer  to  the  Corofin  meeting.  J 

2548.  Chairman.]  What  evidence  can  you  adduce  to  show  that  Mr.  O’Brien 

ver  crowded  the  works  with  his  labourers,  his  tenants,  or  his  freeholders? As  ta 

labourers,  I think  all  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  adduce  is  Ws  ot  adm^ion 

by  ht9wfre°  ^ SaE&X"”  °f  *“e  lab°™ 

S„m^-l“ouid<,‘ Ca"  ,y0U  forra  any  idea  of  the  numb«  of  per- 
were  upwards  of  3S  or  40.  " ‘ 1 ^ 

of  the  number  he  was  in  the  hahit  °f 

°"  ,Vl’at  d°  y°U  ge‘  y°Ur  belief  F'<™  general  report. 

s A 2553.  Mr. 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
13  May  1847. 
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2553.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Did  any  other  landlord  in  your  district  employ  as 
many  labourers  as  Mr.  O’Brien  during  the  operation  of  the  public  works  ?— In 
that  district  there  was  Major  Macnamara;  I do  not  know  how  many  lie  em- 
ployed; and  Mr.  Colcot;  but  I should  suppose  that  Mr.  O’Brien  employed  as 
many  as  any  one  else. 

2554.  Can  you  mention  any  other  landlord  besides  those,  who  employed  a 
Dumber  anything  like  these? — I do  not  know  how  many  Colonel  Vandeleur 
employed  in  his  district. 

2555.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  Mr.  O’Brien  ceased  to  employ  a larger  number 
when  the  public  works  commenced,  than  other  landlords? — It  is,  sir;  because 
I think  he  had  a great  many  more  employed  before. 

2556.  Chairman.']  Will  you  state  what  you  mean  when  you  say  be  crowded  the 
works  with  his  tenants  ? — I mean  to  say  there  were  a great  many  persons  put  on 
the  works  who  were  his  tenants,  and  who  were  at  the  same  time  freeholders. 

2557.  How  many  ? — I should  think  40  or  50  at  least,  but  I cannot  state  the 
number.  I think  there  was  primd  facie  evidence  of  more,  say  up  to  70,  but  1 
cannot  say. 

2558.  How  do  you  know  that  he  put  on  the  works  40  or  50,  at  least,  of  his 
tenants? — I have  got  printed  lists  from  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  freeholders. 
I not  then  the  Poor-law  valuation,  and  I got  also  the  employment  lists  issued  by 
Mr.  O’Brien,  and  on  comparison  of  these  I found  the  number  of  persons  returned 
by  him  for  employment  in  the  lists  of  freeholders  in  the  same  townland. 

2559.  I asked  you  as  to  tenants? — I got  a return  of  the  Poor-law  valuation;  I 
had  there  the  several  townlands  that  belonged  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  I iooked  at  them 
and  the  employment  lists ; but  in  stating  there  were  40  or  50  I cannot  speak 
exactly  as  to  numbers,  but  I can  give  you  the  names  and  residences  of  the  whole 
of  the  men  on  that  list. 

2560.  Did  those  lists  to  which  you  have  referred  afford  information  upon  which 
you  could  come  to  a conclusion  that  those  persons  were  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien? 
— They  afforded  information  of  the  name  of  the  townland,  and  then  I found  the 
same  townland  entered  in  the  Poor-law  valuation  as  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

2561.  It  is  another  list  from  which  you  ascertained  the  townland? — The  same 
list  had  both. 

2562.  In  the  opinion  of  the  officers,  was  there  a determination  amongst  the 
people  to  do  no  work  ? — There  was,  sir. 

2563.  Were  several  notices,  threatening  the  engineers  and  overseers  with  the 
fate  of  Pierce  Carrig,  sent  ? — Tiiere  were. 

2564.  What  was  the  fate  of  Pierce  Carrig? — He  was  shot. 

2565.  Were  any  of  the  outrages  actually  committed  on  the  engineers  and  over- 
seers?— Harrington,  one  of  the  overseers,  was  dragged  from  his  bed  at  night  by  a 
party  of  men  and  beaten  ; and  Hennessy,  the  overseer  at  Clare  Abbey,  was  fired 
at  and  shot;  and  Mr.  Millett  and  Mr.  Galway  were  obstructed  in  their  duty  by 
large  numbers  of  men  collected  about  them. 

2.566.  Were  any  stewards  driven  away  from  Kilmaleyr — Yes. 

2567.  Who  drove  them  away  ? — The  labourers. 

2568.  Did  you  and  Captain  Wynne  see  that  done  ? — We  did  not  see  them 
driven  away. 

2569.  Did  you  hear  of  it  shortly  afterwards? — The  next  morning. 

2.570.  Who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  ? — The  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch, 

2571.  Was  anything  said  respecting  the  driving  away  of  the  stewards  by  any 
member  of  the  Kilmaley  committee? — The  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  people  were  right  in  doing  it.  Strangers  should  not  be  allowed  to  come 
into  that  locality  ; he  said  we  might  do  what  we  pleased  in  other  places,  where 
we  had  the  military  ; but  in  these  localities  there  were  no  military. 

257 2.  Were  there  two  stewards  so  driven  away,  strangers  ? — They  were. 

2573-  Do  y011  know  the  circumstance  of  the  section  of  a new  line  of  road  being 

prepared  by  Mr.  Millett? — I do ; it  was  made  under  Mr.  lVEillett’s  orders. 

2574.  Did  anybody  protest  against  it  and  interfere  with  its  being  carried  into 
operation  ?—  Yes. 

2 57 5.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  did  he  say  he  would  oppose  it  ? — He  said  he 
would  oppose  it. 

2576.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did-  he  say  on  what  ground  ? — It  would  interfere  with  the 
devotion  of  his  people. 

2577.  Chairman.]  Did  he  say  he  would  oppose  it  quietly  or  by  force?— In  the 

chapel 
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chapel  I can.  bring  evidence  to  show  he  said  he  would  oppose  it  by  force,  and 
on  one  occasion  v.ith  his  life. 

2.i;S.  Did  that  cause  excitement  amongst  the  people? — It  did,  a seat  deal. 

2570.  Did  it  impede-  the  discharge  of  your  duties  ? — It  did. 

2jSo.  Mr.  llel/cu-.]  Did  it  not  interfere  with  die  chapel  ground?— No;  it  was 
close  1°  the  yard  wall ; there  was  a small  plantation  behind  the  chapel. 

20S1- . ''  nat  objection  had  he  to  it- — He  said  it  would  interfere  with  the  devo- 
tion  or  Ins  people. 

2582.  Chairman .]  Were  you  present  at  the  presentment  sessions  at  Corofin  ? — 
I was. 

25p‘  2>*day  was  that?— I think  it  was  on  the  30th  of  November. 

2.304.  \Vas  Captain  Wynne  there? — He  was. 

2.5S5.  Who  was  chairman  of  the  sessions  ?— Mr.  Cornelius  O'Brien,  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  county. 

2556.  Will  you  state  in  the  way  you  please  what  occurred  at  that  time?— It 
was  a meeting  called  for  an  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  some  time  after 

Laboucheres  letter  as  to  productive  works  had  been  issued,  and  it  was  a 
mooted  question  as  to  whether  they  should  proceed  under  the  letter  or  the  Act- 
there  was  a good  deal  of  argument  about  it,  and  the  meeting  appeared  to  be 
generally  satisfied  to  go  under  the  letter.  It  was  the  wish  of  every  one,  that  if 
possib.e,  the  reproductive  works  should  be  undertaken,  and  then  Mr.  O’Brien 
said  mat  the  tillage  of  the  land  should  be  presented  for.  I protested  very  strongly 
against  that,  and  said  it  was  quite  clear  from  the  letter,  that  was  not  a work- 
connected  w lth  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil;  it  was  useless  to  pass 
such  a presentment;  that  1 was  quite  certain  the  Board  would  never  sanction  it. 

2557.  Was  not  that  a fair  and  right  subject  for  discussion  ?— I do  not  think 
any  011c  reading  the  letter  would  suppose  that  tillage  of  the  land  would  come 
under  the  letter  and  the  accompanying  instructions. 

25SS.  If  any  body  did  so  suppose  it,  was  it  not  a fair  subject  for  discussion  ? 

1 think  it  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  very  bad  consequences  towards  those  who 
had  to  oppose  it,  and  I did  not  think  that  was  the  place  to  discuss  it. 

2oSg.  Did  not  the  parties  who  raised  the  discussion  say  they  did  not  a-ree 
w ith  your  construction  of  the  letter,  and  did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  say  that  you  were 
wrong  ? — Mr.  0 Brien  stated  so. 

2590.  You  took  the  opposite  view  ? — I thought  it  so  clear. 

2591.  Mr.  Stafford  O BrienJ]  Had  you  another  authority  subsequent  to  Mr. 

Laboucheres  letter  from  the  Board  of  Works,  for  stating  the  tillao-e  of  the  land 
would  not  be  included  in  Mr.  Laboucheres  letter?— No,  I had  not  any  specific 
words,  but  it  was  a point  that  never  occurred.  1 

2,592.  You  bad  none  ? — 1 had  none. 


25?,?\  1 t0  understand  yon  to  state  to  the  Committee,  that 

even  it  it  were  a proper  subject  of  discussion,  in  your  opinion  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  raised  at  that  meeting  ' That  is  my  opinion. 

2594.  Mas  not  the  presentment  sessions  the  very  place  to  raise  the  question? 

I think  that  the  instructions  in  the  letter  were  so  clear  that  the  works  should 
be  works  of  permanent  utility,  that  to  bring  forward  works  of  tillage  of  the 
land  under  that  letter  was  quite  out  of  the  question. 

2595-  I ask  if  there  was  any  doubt  of  the  presentment  sessions  beino-  the 
very  place  where  the  discussion  ought  to  take  place  ?— I think  not;  I think  the 
proper  way  was  a communication  with  the  Board  of  Works  or  the  Government- 
that  the  discussion  of  the  subject  was  likely  to  create  an  ill  feeling  towards  those 
whose  imperative  duty  it  was  to  oppose  it. 

. that  discussion  take  place  in  the  presence  of  the  people  ? — It  did 

wr,  m the  court-house.  ' 

2.-, 97.  A.bout  how  many  were  there  ?— The  court-house  was  full. 

2598.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  there  500  or  600  people?— I dare  say 
there  were  400  or  500  people.  v 3 

court*— It did™*™ ^ Dili  produce  considerable  excitement  in  the  body  of  the 

260°.  If  ith  reference  to  the  construction  put  upon  the  letter,  are  the  words  in 

,b.;,:  .0U?he?S,,eUer.“Useful  and  Profitable  works”?— They  were,  sir;  but 
they  were  also  to  be  works  of  permanent  utility. 

0.105.  ■ XT  TXT 

° -*•  2601.  Was 
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5. Gamble,  Esq.  2601.  Was  it  not  upon  those  words  that  the  discussion  arose? — Mr.  O'Brien 
raised  the  discussion  upon  those  words. 

13  May  1847.  2602.  Mr.  Bd/ew.]  Was  there  not  an  exposition  sent  by  the  Board  of  Works 

of  Air.  Labouchere’s  letter  ? — There  was. 

2603.  Can  you  refer  to  that  ? — I can  j you  will  find  it  at  page  15  in  the  Paper 
1S0. 

2604.  Chairman.']  Had  the  engineer  or  inspecting  officer  any  right,  under  their 
instructions,  to  interfere  with  the  presentment  sessions? — It  was  their  duty;  we 
had  particular  instructions  to  explain  everything  about  the  reproductive  works  and 
to  give  instructions  at  the  presentment  sessions  about  them. 

2605.  In  that  case  when  Air.  O’Brien  was  a magistrate  at  the  presentment  ses- 
sions. and  differed  with  you  in  the  construction,  did  you  not  say,  “ You  or  your 
construction  is  quite  absurd”? — I do  not  recollect  making  use  of  that  expression. 

2606.  Did  you  not  make  use  of  an  expression  very  much  resembling  it  ? — I was 
never  in  the  habit  of  using  strong  expressions  of  that  kind ; but  I am  sure  I used 
as  strong  language  as  I thought  justifiable  to  express  that  I thought  it  altogether 
out  of  the  question  that  such  a thing  could  be  sanctioned  by  the  Board. 

2607.  Did  you  not  tell  him  he  was  vc-ry  absurd  ? — I do  not  recollect  using  the 
expression ; when  I say  I used  strong  ianguage,  I mean  to  say  1 expressed  a 
strong  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  for  mooting  the  point. 

2608.  Were  the  words  you  used  exciting  and  irritating  ? — Certainly  not.  I do 
not  think  it  can  be  shown  that  any  part  of  my  conduct,  or  tone  or  words,  were  in 
any  degree  of  that  character,  and  I was  only  surprised  that  such  a charge  was 
brought  against  me. 

2609.  Mr.  Solicitor-Genei'aU]  Was  your  language  to  the  Honourable  Members 
for  Clare,  though  strong  as  you  thought  it  your  duty  to  make,  it,  respectful  to 
them  personally  ?—  In  every  position  in  which  I have  met  them  I have  endeavoured 
to  make  myself  as  respectful  as  I could. 

2610.  I refer  to  that  particular  occasion? — It  was  so. 

2611.  Chairman.]  Major  Macnamara  was  not  there  ? — No. 

2612.  What  further  took  place? — I said  more  than  Captaiu  Wynne;  he  came 
forward  then  and  said  he  agreed,  and  it  was  quite  clear  the  Board  would  not  sanc- 
tion it,  and  Air.  O’Brien  said  he  did  not  understand  aboutland,  and  Captain  Wynne 
said  there  might  be  two  opinions  upon  that,  for  I believe  he  is  a farmer. 

2613.  Do  you  remember  Air.  O’Brien  being  interrupted  bv  Captain  Wynne? 
— I do,  after  that. 

2614.  AY  hat  was  said  by  Captain  Wynne  when  he  interrupted  him  ?— I think 
he  went  on  in  the  same  strain  as  he  was  going  on  before,  to  continue  his  expla- 
nation. 

2615.  Was  there  much  violence  at  the  meeting? — A great  deal  of  violence. 

2616.  YY  hat  description,  and  by  whom? — I thought  Mr.  O’Brien  very  violent. 
Captain  YVyane  merely  came  forward  to  state  that  he  agreed  in  the  views  that 
weie  taken;  and  in  his  opinion  the  Board  would  not  sanction  the  presentment, 
and  then  Air.  O’Brien  said  he  did  not  understand  land. 

2617.  Were  they  acts  or  words  of  violence?— I think  Air.  O’Brien’s  language 
was  violent  while  speaking  about  the  necessity  for  the  presentment  for  the  tillage 
of  the  land ; and  it  was  on  that  occasion  the  people  cheered  him,  and  he  went 
on  to  say  it  would  not  do  to  restrict  employment.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  a man  would  take  a knife  and  take  a piece  out  of  his  cow. 

. 2618.  Is  that  what  you.  mean  by  violence  of  language  ?— Yes,  used  in  the  way 
it  was,  anti  before  the  people  it  was,  there  could  be  no  more  violent  expression. 

2019.  Air.  IV.  Williams.]  Did  you  not  consider  it  respectful  to  the  Members 
101  Claie,  and  the  other  members  of  the  relief  committee,  to  submit  that  proposi- 
tion tor  employing  the  people  upon  the  land  to  the  Board  of  Works,  without  taking 
upon  yourself  the  responsibility  of  deciding? — I did  not  think  there  was  any 
question  to  be  decided.  I thought  the  instructions  were  so  clear,  that  any  one 
reading  them,  and  wishing  to  understand  them,  could  not  be  mistaken. 

2020.  I am  not  doubting  their  being  clear  to  your  mind  ; that  is  not  an  answer 
to  my  question ; did  you  not  think  it  respectful  to  the  Members  for  Clare,  and 
the  relief  committee  opposed  to  you  in  opinion,  to  refer  the  question  to  the 
Board  of  YYrorksr — I did  not  think  it  at  all  necessary;  I did  not  think  it  was  a 
bonajide  proceeding.  J may  as  well  give  my  opinion. 

2621.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  You  think  they  put  that  interpretation  upon 
Air.  Labouchere’s  letter  to  inflame  the  people?— I think  it  was  done  in  order  to 

gain 
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gain  the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  and  the  opposition  had  certainly  the  effect  of 
exciting  them. 

12622.  That  is  to  say,  that  when  they  proposed  to  put  that  interpretation  upon 
Mr.  Lnbouehere’s  letter,  you  believe  that  they  knew  that  the  letter  could  not 
bear  that  interpretation : — I do. 

2623.  Mr.  W.  If  illianis.]  Do  you  not  think,  that  11  non  making  such  a represen- 
tation the  Secretary  for  Ireland  would  have  considered  the  subject  ? -I  should 
have  considered,  it  such  a representation  were  made,  the  plan  recommended 
would  be  in  direct  variance  with  the  letter,  and  Mr.  O’Brien's  course  was  to  com- 
municate with  the  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

• I*  ^UU>  °P’n*on»  supposing  the  persons  were  placed  upon  tillage,  that 

it  would  be  less  advantageous  than  employing  them  upon  the  works  ?— I did  not 
think  it  would  be  less  advantageous. 

, You  think  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  employ  them  as  the  Mem- 

bers for  Clare  proposed  than  the  way  in  which  you  did  employ  them?— At  various 
times  I took  different  views  of  that ; but  I am  now  clearly  of  opinion  it  would  not 
be  a prudent  course  to  employ  the  people  on  tillage  by  presentment. 

2626.  My  question  is  advantageous  ?— My  opinion  now  is,  that  it  would  not  ■ 
that  great  as  the  complaints  were  about  the  public  works  at  these  sessions,  if  the 
people  had  been  employed  in  tilling  the  land  under  presentments,  the  complaints 
would  have  been  greater. 

2627.  Mr.  Belloc.]  Do  you  consider  yourself  precluded  from  any  discretion 
upon  the  matter  with  respect  to  this  presentment  by  the  first  sentence  of  the  expo- 
sition of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  “ Landed  proprietors  in  the  terms  of  the  Act 
5th  k 6th  Victoria,  c.  So,  applying  for  permission  to  extend  the  amount  or  a por- 
tion of  the  amount  to  be  levied  on  any  electoral  district  in  draining  or  subsoilin^ 
connected  with  drainage,  must  state  the  precise  nature  of  the  work  proposed  to 
be  executed,  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  no  works  can  be  admitted  which  are  not 
directly  connected  with  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil”  ?— The  provi- 
sion ot  being  directly  connected  with  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil  runs 
through  all  the  instructions,  and  I consider  it  so  clear  and  explicit  as  not  to  admit 
of  any  discussion. 

262S.  Chairman.]  In  the  letter  “Dublin  Castle,  5th  October,”  you  find  this 
paragraph  : “ They  will  present  for  such  useful  and  profitable  works  to*  be  executed 
in  each  electoral  division  to  the  amount  of  its  proportion  of  the  assessment,  ascer- 
tained as  above”?—!  do,  sir,  and  I take  that  as  following  ami  subsequent  to  the 
previous  declaration,  ‘“To  report  upon  such  works  of  a reproductive  character  and 
permanent  utility  J consider  that  permanent  utility  is  applicable  throughout. 

2629.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  The  insertion  of  the  word  “such”  induced  you  to 
give  that  interpretation  to  it  ? — Yes. 

2630.  Just  direct  your  attention  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  that  letter, 
where  you  find,  “ His  Excellency,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility,  under 
the  uigent  circumstances  of  the  case,  of  inviting  the  magistrates  and  cesspavers 
to  provide  employment  tor  the  people  by  the  execution  of  useful  and  reproductive 
works  you  will  observe  that  the  word  “ such”  is  not  inserted  ? — I do. 

2631.  Do  you  imagine  that  Mr.  O’Brien  may  have  determined  from  that  con- 
cluding passage  to  include  works  not  merely  connected  with  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  soil  r — I do  not  think  it  would  bear  that  interpretation. 

2632.  That  the  calamity  in  Ireland  may  yet  in  its  results  become  conducive 
to  the  production  of  a greater  abundance  of  human  food  from  the  soil,  and  10  the 
future  permanent  improvement  of  the  country.”  Do  you  not  imagine  ihe  cultiva- 
tion of  gardens  would  be  productive  of  a “ greater  abundance  of  human  food  ami 
lead  to  the  future  permanent  improvement  of  the  country”? — I have  stated  I did 
not  think  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  bringing  that  forward,  had  a bona  Jide  intention  that  it 
would  be  sanctioned.  I must  stale  the  only  bond  fide  intention  would  be  that  it 
was  a meeting  to  influence  the  Government,  through  their  officers,  to  change 
an  modily  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter ; but  I consider  he  made  use  of  the  present- 
ment sessions,  which  I think  very  improper,  for  that  purpose. 

2 33*  Vv hat  reason  have  you  to  charge  Mr.  O’Brien  with  any  such  intention? 

1 was  asked  if  I thought  Mr.  O’Brien  bond  fide  thought  it  would  be  carried 
out  under  the  letter ; and  I stated  my  view'  that  it  could  not ; and  I thought 
r,S*lt  t0  state  that  I conceived  the  bond  fide  intention  could  have  been 
to  influence  the  Government,  through  their  officers,  to  change  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter.  0 

0,1  °5-  T2  2634.  What 


H.  Gamble,  Esq. 
13  May  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


140 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
13  May  1S47. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 


2634.  What  right  have  you  to  say  he  did  not  bring  it  forward  with  any  bond 
fide  intention  ? — The  reason  I gave  for  that  is,  that  it  is  directly  contrary  to  Mr. 

Labouchere’s  letter. 

2635.  Because  you  differed  from  him  in  opinion  you  came  to  the  conclusion 

that  he  entertained  no  honest  opinion  of  his  own,  but  that  he  put  forward  an 
argument  which  he  did  not  mean  to  be  bona  fide  entertained? — Yes.  I express 

that  opinion  only  here ; I did  not  express  it  in  my  letter. 

Captain  Edmund  Wynne , recalled  ; and  further  Examined. 

2636.  Chairman.']  Do  you  put  in  some  letters  which  you  have  received  from 
the  principal  gentry  of  the  county,  being  Lieutenant,  Vice-lieutenant,  Deputy-lieu- 
tenants, magistrates  of  the  county,  and  chairmen  of  committees,  expressing  their 
approval  of  your  conduct  ? — I do. 

[ The  Letters  were  put  in,  and  read,  as  follows 

My  dear  Sir,  Beech  Park,  Ennis,  20  March  1847. 

Not*  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  before  you  left,  I cannot  avoid  expressing 
the  regret  which  1 and  many  of  your  friends  felt  on  hearing  of  your  removal,  as,  with  the 
exception  of  one  expression  in  a letter  of  yours  to  Colonel,  your  conduct  at  the  Kilmaily, 
the  Kilka  and  other  committees  at  which  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you,  and  observing 
the  principles  which  influenced  your  actions,  was  marked  with  straightforward  justice  and 
benevolence,  and  to  your  active  assistance  and  co-operation  while  attending  the  committee 
of  which  I have  the  honour  to  be  chairman  we  feel  indebted  for  the  fact  that  numbers 
have  been  preserved  from  perishing  by  famine.  Happy  as  I and  many  others  of  our 
committee  must  feel  at  your  promotion  to  a situation  more  advantageous  to  yourself,  we 
at  the  same  time  sincerely  regret  that  it  should  have  been  the  means  of  depriving  us  of  the 
services  of  so  considerate  ancl  efficient  an  inspecting  officer.  With  best  wishes  for  your 
Welfare,  and  hopes  that  we  may  again  meet, 

I remain,  &c. 

(sign  ed)  Marcus  Keane. 


Sir,  Ennis,  11  March  1847. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I feel  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  manly 
and  straightforward  manner  you  performed  the  duties  required  of  you,  whilst  stationed 
here  as  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  having  to  contend  with  circum- 
stances of  no  ordinary  nature,  requiring  the  combined  strength  of  mind,  body,  and  nerve, 
which  you  showed  in  the  many  unpleasant  scenes  you  were  obliged  to  take  part ; when 
I do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  you  were  not  only  exposed  to  the  fury  of  excited  mobs,  but 
also,  in  my  opinion,  to  assassination,  the  means  so  frequently  resorted  to  in  this  unhappy 
country  by  the  lower  orders  to  avenge  real  or  imaginary  grievances.  I often  thought  of  the 
risk  you  were  obliged  to  run  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  at  the  time  when  firing  at, 
assaults,  threats,  &c.  were  of  very  common  occurrence  on  different  persons  employed  by  the 
Board  of  Works  in  the  county  ; but  must  say,  I never  heard  you  express  the  least  fear  for 
your  personal  safety,  although  evincing  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  engineers 
and  several  officers  employed  in  your  district.  I certainly  considered  you  what  is  termed 
in  Ireland  a “ marked  man,”  and  if  I mistake  not,  I heard  of  a bet  having  been  made  that 
you  would  be  shot  before  you  left  the  county,  which  proves  I was  not  singular  in  my 
opinion. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say,  that  I consider  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  labourers 
towards  their  superiors  now,  is  in  a great,  measure  attributable  to  the  firmness  with 
which  you  carried  out  the  judicious  plan  of  stopping  works  on  which  outrages  were 
committed. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  B.  M.  Franklin,  Lieut.,  H.  P.  55th  Regiment. 


My  dear  Sir,  Dunnland,  11  March  1847. 

Although,  as  you  say,  from  my  living  in  a different  district  of  the  county  of  Clare  from 
that  which  you  had  in  charge,  I am  unable  to  bear  testimony  which  can  be  of  any  great 
value,  this  I may  say,  that  I have  many  reasons  to  believe  your  intentions  were  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  your  very  arduous  position  with  the  most  unflinching  integrity,  and 
that  your  zeal  for  the  public  service  has  been  the  principal  cause  of  your  coming  into  colli- 
sion with  some  of  the  members  of  relief  committees. 

Whether  you  may  have  been  always  in  the  right  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  say,  nor  will 
you  expect  me  to  pronounce  ; an  exact  inquiry  into  the  facts  before  a competent  tribunal 
could  alone  determine  this  point. 

In  such  an  investigation  the  greatest  consideration  should  be  had  for  the  very  great  diffi- 
culties which  existed  in  the  circumstances  to  be  dealt  with  ; the  extent  of  the  calamity  was 
not  at  that  time  fully  ascertained,  neither  is  it  now.  The  amount  of  relief  which  the  Govern- 
ment 
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inent  of  the  country  proposed  to  apply  for  to  Parliament  was  not  determined  ; the  money 
““  "0l,1“  be  sanctioned  tor  expenditure  on  public  works  and  relief  funds  could  not  be 
anticipated,  and  while  it  was  your  duty,  as  well  as  that  of  the  relief  committees,  to  keep 
oown  the  extravagant  waste  of  money,  it  was  no  less  incumbent  on  all  parties  to  be  careful 
that  none  should  perish  Iron,  the  exercise  ol  too  great  parsimony.  Upon  such  uncertainties, 
differences  of  opinion  would  prevail ; and  I con  only  repeat,  that  whether  you  were  rioht  oj 
whether  others  were  so  your  conduct  was,  in  my  opinion,  marked  by  fearless  integrity  and 
by  a determination  to  discharge  your  duty  to  the  public  at  all  hazards  ; and  for  my  part  I 
sincerely  hope  the  inquiry  which  seems  to  be  proceeding  will  terminate  to  your  entire 
satisfaction  and  that  the  country  will  pronounce  tile  same  acquittal  of  everything  but  the 
most  upright  and  honourable  intentions  which  vour  own  feelings  say  that  you  deserve. 

Believe  me.  See. 

(signed)  Lucius  O'Brien. 

List  of  stewards  and  check-clerks  in  the  barony  of  Islands,  who  either  resigned  their 
situations  or  threatened  to  do  so  if  not  removed  to  other  districts. 


Michael  Halloran,  check-clerk. 
John  M* Kenny, 

Pail  Rean,  " fr 

John  Eagan,  steward. 

— M‘ Mahon,  „ 

John  Carmody,  „ 

Thomas  Hogan,  „ 

John  O’Dean. 

John  Fitz  Gerald,  c.e. 


Patrick  M‘Lonny,  parish  superintendent,  requested  to  be  taken  from  Killilagh. 

James  Doherty,  C.  clerk,  Killik.gh  ; Hanthony  O’Hrien,  C.  clerk,  Kilienora;  both  stated 
that  they  could  not  help,  and  that  they  would  resign,  their  lives  being  endangered. 

Francis  Chapel  was  sworn,  on  peril  of  his  life  t<T resign. 

John  O Brien,  C.C.,  Kiltoragat,  resigned. 

Smith,  steward,  Kilmanaber,  resigned. 

Coulon,  steward,  Kilmanabar,  resigned. 

7 May  1847.  (signed)  R.  MiUett. 

The  strange  steward,  at  Gortagamiff,  is  hereby  cautioned  to  quit  that  place  before  Mon- 
day morning  next ; as  this  is  my  second  caution  to  him,  which  will  be  my  last,  of  over-hold- 
ing  it,  I promise  that  he  will  read  the  consequence. 

31  October  1846. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
13  May  1847. 


My  Dear  Wynne,  Dublin,  16  February  1847. 

I have  read  your  Report  m the  Blue  Book,  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Ennistimon  Pre- 
sentment Sessions,  held  on  the  4th  December  1846,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  satino-  that  I 
heard  from  gentlemen  who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  Clare  at  the  time,  that  you  were  perfectly  warranted  in  the  language  made  use  of 
m that  Report;  and  such  was  my  opinion  when  you  read  the  Report  to  Captain  O’Brien 
and  myself,  previous  to  forwarding  it  to  the  Board.  I had  also  the  opinion  of  several 
county  Clare  gentlemen,  who  quite  agree  with  me. 

_ . Believe  me,  &c. 

Captain  Wynne.  (signed)  J.  D.  Swinburne. 


My  Dear  Sir,  Clare  Glebe,  12  March  1847. 

1 regret  the  necessity  of  your  being  obliged  to  enter  into  a defence,  in  reference  to  the 
manner  you  discharged  the  difficult  duties  of  your  situation  as  inspecting  officer  under  the 
Board  ot  Works,  whilst  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

Having  had  much  opportunity  of  noticing  your  zeal  and  good  judgment,  your  gentle- 
manly deportment,  and  benevolent  anxiety  to  provide  employment  for  the  destitute  poor  in 
our  district,  I can  with  pleasure  and  confidence  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  your  valuable 
sen  ices,  during  the  period  of  your  connexion  with  the  Clare  Abbey  and  Wicthune  Relief 
Committee. 


Captain  WTynne. 


Believe  me,  &c. 

(signed)  Francis  P.  Studdert. 


at  r»  ^ , ■ ,,,  Green  Lawn,  Ennis, 

My  Dear  Captain  Wynne,  H Mar.  1847. 

l y name  is  little  known,  and  any  testimony  from  me  therefore  can  have  little  weight : 
but  duty  forbids  me  to  withhold  my  pen,  or  refuse  the  expression  of  my  fullest  approval 
iirif?°.ur  c°nduct  *e.y°b  laboured  to  discharge  one  of  the  most  onerous  duties  in  this 
or  unate  country,  in  the  wretchedly  demoralized  state  of  society  here.  Whoever 
in  l*U".C?Tr0miS1,,f1?  f*  his  face  a£ainst  evil  must  be  opposed,  and  sinister  motives 
imputed  to  him;  amt  bad  as  things  have  heretofore  been,  the  Labour  Rate  Act  of  the  last 
U.105.  T 3 year 
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year  (tlie  acme  of  hasty  and  ill-digested  legislation)  has  sealed  the  moral  ruin  of  the 
people,  and  so  set  them  upon  deception  and  scheming,  that  I cannot  hope,  for  the 
remainder  of  my  sojourn  in  this  world,  to  see  the  slime  of  it  removed. 

I was  glad  to  find  you  had  been  removed  from  Clare,  for  I feared  for  your  personal 
safety ; but  for  that  circumstance  it  would  have  gratified  me  to  have  the  continued  assist- 
ance, in  this  sad  season,  of  your  unwearied  and  indefatigable  labour  to  put  down  deception, 
and  preserve  for  those  who  need  them  the  employment  and  wages  intended  them. 

Believe  me,  See. 

(signed)  Thomas  Mahon. 


My  Dear  Wynne,  Limerick,  27  February  1847. 

Having  seen  in  the  newspapers  observations  reflecting  on  your  conduct  as  inspecting 
officer  in  Clare,  1 feel  bound  to  state  my  opinion  on  those  points  which  relate  to  it,  of 
which  I had  an  opportunity  of  judging  when  we  were  together  in  Ennis,  during  last 
November  and  December. 

I do  not  hesitate  to  declare  my  belief,  considering  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  time, 
that  the  language  which  was  stated  to  have  been  used  at  the  presentment  sessions  at 
Corofin  and  Ennistimon,  and  subsequently  at  the  relief  committee  at  the  latter  place,  was 
calculated  seriously  to  affect  your  personal  safety  and  that  of  the  other  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  who  were  doing  their  duty  honestly. 

I can  bear  witness  to  the  unremitting  zeal  and  honesty  of  purpose  by  which  you  were 
actuated  in  the  performance  of  duties  of  no  small  difficulty,  during  the  period  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  associate  with  you  last  winter. 

I am,  &e. 

(signed)  tl.  H.  D.  O'Brien,  Capt.  r.  a. 


Sir,  Ennis,  13  March  1847. 

We  have  read  with  much  surprise  the  petition  of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee, 
impugning  your  conduct  while  acting  as  inspecting  officer  in  West  Clare;  and  having 
had  each  in  his  own  district  opportunities  of  meeting  you,  we  are  anxious  to  record  our 
testimony  of  your  exceedingly  courteous  manner  towards  all  parties,  even  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances ; to  your  straightforwardness  and  firmness  of  purpose ; to  the 
ability  and  zeal  evinced  by  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  very  difficult  duties,  for  which 
you  are  so  well  adapted;  and  to  the  great  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  you,  by 
checking  indiscriminate  employment,  by  correcting  abuses  where  they  could  be  discovered, 
by  urging  the  committee  to  revise  the  lists,  to  exclude  the  comfortable,  to  substitute  the 
poor;  and  by  your  oft-repeated  anxiety  to  have  every  destitute  person  employed,  and  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  committees,  as  far  as  consistent  with  your  duty. 

We  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that  the  result  of  the  Board’s  operations  are  clearly  dis- 
cernible in  the  improved  state  of  the  country,  the  cessation  of  outrage,  and  the  absence 
from  one  of  the  most  destitute  districts  in  Ireland  of  the  frightful  scenes  of  death  which 
have  occurred  elsewhere. 

We  have, 

Captain  Wynne,  (signed)  Chas.  A.  Morris.  John  Petty. 

Inspecting  Officer.  John  Fitzgerald.  W.  B.  Gallway. 

22.  Millett. 


My  dear  Sir,  Kilrush,  10  March  1847. 

I should  have  written  at  once  to  express  my  opinion  of  your  straightforward  conduct 
during  the  time  you  were  inspecting  officer  of  Clare,  had  I thought  it  necessary.  Your 
only  object  appeared  to  me  to  carry  out  the  Labour  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and 
put  down  jobbing  wherever  you  found  it,  which  you  certainly  did  in  a most  fearless,  de- 
termined manner.  I believe,  whatever  others  may  say,  the  really  destitute  in  many  cases 
were  greatly  indebted  to  your  exertions.  The  task  you  had  was  a most  difficult  one; 
and  as  far  as  my  observation  went,  consider  that  you  did  your  duty  with  great  forbearance 
and  good  temper. 

Believe  me,  &c. 

(signed)  Crofton  M.  Vandeleur. 


My  dear  Sir  . Clifden,  9 March  1847. 

1 feel  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  your  conduct  as  inspecting  officer  of  this  district  was 
both  gentleman-like,  straightforward,  and  kind  in  the  extreme,  under  trying  circumstances, 
one  of  which  I cannot  easily  forget,  as  I and  a brother  magistrate  left  the  room  rather  than 
be  a party  to  what  we  considered  a most  unjustifiable  attack  upon  you.  I must  further  say 
that  had  it  not  been  for  your  firmness  in  making  an  example  when  outrages  were  com- 
mitted, thia  hitherto  peaceable  portion  of  the  country  was  in  a state  of  perfect  insubor- 
dination r 

Believe  me,  &c. 

(signed)  E.  W.  Burton. 
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My  dear  x-ir,  Fortfergus,  Ennis,  10  March  1847. 

1 beg  to  assure  you  that  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opinion  that  your 
difficult  and  invidious  duties  as  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works  were  performed 
-v  >'ou  in  th,s  Pf  <•  of  the  county  of  Clare  in  the  most  zealous,  impartial,  and  straightfor- 
ward manne^  the  services  you  rendered  were  of  the  greatest  importance.  °I  bea 
to  add  that  I heard  of  your  removal  from  this  to  another  county  with  the  deepest  regret" 

Believe  me,  &c. 

(signed)  W.  H.  Ball. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
13  May  1847. 


My  dear  Sir,  . Currigaholt,  15  March  1847, 

lx  acknowledging  your  letter,  to  which  circumstances  prevented  my  giving  an  earlier  reply 
I beg  to  state  that  when  acting  inspecting  officer  in  this  district,  1 considered  you  fuffiFlS 
the  duties  with  the  greatest  ability.  y 

Believe,  me,  See. 

(signed)  Henry  S.  Burton. 


Mv  dear  Sir,  ,T  , 

I HAVE  been  prevented  hitherto,  by  one  pressing  business  or  the'o'tiier  fro'mreplvdng  to 
your  letter  ot  the  8lh,  and  now  snatch  an  hour  on  the  Sabbath  to  do  you  that  justice1  which 
t..e  uniform  tenor  ot  your  conduct  requires  from  me.  While  actiny  insnerfmo-  nffl  a • 
this  district,  I as  chairman  of  the  committee,  found • joT, to 
exertion  to  apply  the  benefit  of  the  relief  measures  to  the  really  destitute.  In  undertafiny 
merdmJ  « Iff  1 fe  V!?  ‘ IreIl",1'ed  the  forbearing  hand  of  the  officer  placed  in  inspectio? 
■ f r mfu&niC  * found  that  in  correcting  the  errors  which,  in  common  with  others  I fell 
into  m the  hasty  application  of  the  relief  to  an  excited  people,  1 experkLd  from  you 
kindness  and  courteous  consideration.  My  private  and  official  intercourse  with  vou  lef/me 
but  one  feeling,  that  of  regret,  at  your  removal,  and  now  beg  to  assure  that  * 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  Bras.  G.  Morony. 


My  dear  Wynne, 


Dremore,  Ennis,  11  March  1847. 


■ L y a/iciuuic,  limns,  1 i J 

I should  have  answered  yours  sooner  but  was  from  home.  You  ask  me  to  state  mv 
opinion  as  to  the  manner  you  discharged  the  duties  of  inspecting  officer  whilst  in  this 
county  I can  only  say  that  whenever  I met  you  at  the  Inchiqufn  relief  committee  of 
winch  I am  a member  I considered  that  no  man  could  discbaige  his  duty  in  a more  unrfsr’ht 
straightforward  way  than  you  did,  and  always  with  an  anxiety  to  have  the  poTestSns 
put  on  the  works  and  the  snug  man  kept  off.  In  fact  you  appeared  to  me  to  be a Ws 
anxious  to  correct  every  abuse  that  lay  in  your  power.  " always 


Yours,  kc. 

(signed)  John  Crowe,  Jun. 


Veneris,  14°  die  Mali,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Rep  ton. 


Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Wortley. 


MR.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL,  in  ths  Chaw. 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined, 
was.  37'  Ckairmml  understand  you  were  at  the  meeting  at  Corofin  ?-I 

of  Mr.^I^ouchere’s  lettef We^didCha*rman  Sn3  ^°U  as  t0  ^ie  meaning 


t my  temper. 

t 4 


2040. 


Did 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
14  May  1847. 
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2640.  Did  you  apply  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  O’Brien,  any  offensive  Iangua»e9 
—No. 

2641.  Nor  language  intended  to  be  personal  as  between  one  gentleman  and 
another  r — Never. 

2642.  Did  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  chairman,  address  any  of  his  observations  upon 
that  occasion  to  the  people  in  the  court-house? — He  did. 

2643.  Can  you  tell  us  the  character  of  the  observations  addressed  to  the 
persons  in  the  court-house  ? — I considered  them  very  exciting. 

2644.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  about? — He  said,  first  of  all,  that  the 
people  should  be  employed  in  tillage  of  the  land ; that  he  could  not  believe  that 
the  Government  and  their  officers  would  not  sanction  the  re-productive  works  in 
the  tillage  of  land  ; and  afterwards  that  the  Government,  and  the  Board,  and  their 
officers  were  insulting  the  country  by  employing  the  people  without  proper  imple- 
ments, and  then  he  stated  about  the  limitation  of  employment  that  a man  should 
not  be  expected  to  take  a knife  and  take  a piece  off  his  cow. 

2645.  Did  he  address  those  to  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court,  or  did  he 
address  them  partly  to  them,  and  partly  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench  ? — I took 
it  to  be  addressed  to  the  meeting  generally,  but  I think  the  effect  of  it  was  par- 
ticularly intended  for  the  people. 

264(5.  Did  the  body  of  persons  in  the  court-house  reply  to  the  Honourable 
Gentleman’s  observations? — There  was  a great  deal  of  excitement  and  cheerio*. 

2647.  What  else  was  there  besides  cheering  ; was  there  anything  said  by  any 
of  them  ? — I do  not  recollect ; I think  some  of  the  cess-payers  made  some  obser- 
vations that  the  people  should  be  employed  in  tillage  of  the  land. 

2648.  Were  you  near  enough  to  Captain  Wynne  to  hear  what  he  said  ? — I 
was. 

2649.  Did  you  hear  a difference  between  him  and  Mr.  O’Brien? — I did. 

2650.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee,  or  can  you  not,  what  passed  between  the 
gentlemen  when  they  differed? — I can  tell  generally  from  recollection  some  of 
what  occurred.  Captain  Wynne  said  that  he,  as  an  officer  of  the  Board,  gave 
it  as  his  opinion  that  presentments,  such  as  Mr.  O’Brien  proposed,  would  not 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Board ; and  after  that  when  Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  did 
not  understand  about  land,  Captain  Wynne  said  there  might  be  two  opinions 
on  that  subject.  Mr.  O Brien  then  went  on,  spoke  of  th.e  Government  and 
their  officers  insulting  the  country;  that  it  was  a life  and  death  question  for 
the  poor  people ; that  the  people  were  employed  without  proper  implements, 
and  consequently  that  they  could  not  do  their  work  properly.  I replied  to 
that,  that  I believed  it  was  true  that  they  had  not  sufficient  implements ; that 
I made  every  exertion  to  get  a supply  of  implements ; that  I gave  orders  to  the 
local  engineers  to  get  them  in  their  several  localities ; that  advertisements  had 
been  posted  in  some  places  and  had  been  put  in  the  papers,  and  I had  written  to 
the  Board  repeatedly  for  them. 

2651.  You  made  observations  to  that  effect?— To  that  effect;  and  I further 
added,  I would  be  glad  to  take  implements  from  the  tradesmen,  and  the  chairman 
said  there  were  tradesmen  on  his  property  that  would  be  glad  to  make  them, 
and  he  would  have  given  them  assistance  if  he  had  known  it. 

2652.  Did  Captain  Wynne  say  anything  in  defence  of  the  Board  of  Works? 
—Captain  W yune  said,  a charge  had  been  brought  against  the  Board  for  insulting 
the  county,  and  he,  as  an  officer  of  the  Board,  should  reply  to  that,  that  they 
were  working  as  hard  as  they  could,  and  that  there  were  40,000  persons  at  work 
in  the  county ; that  they  were  doing  all  they  could  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
county  ; and  if  the  gentry  would  assist  the  Board  of  Works  rather  than  find 
iault  with  them,  it  would  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  Board. 

2653.  Did  the  chairman  say  anything  upon  that  ?— Yes,  he  asked  him  if  he 
meant  that  for  him. 

2654.  Can  you  mention  the  particular  expressions  he  used?— If  he  meant  that 
tor  him. 

2655.  What  did  Captain  Wynne  say  to  that  ?— Captain  Wynne  then  said  he 
was  speaking  in  defence  of  the  Board  of  Works  that  had  been  attacked,  and  the 
chairman  said,  “ Do  you  mean  that  personally  for  me?”  and  then  Captain  Wynne 
replied,  that  he  spoke  generally  to  the  meeting,  (I  recollect  that  expression  very 
well,)  and  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman  of  the  meetin*. 

° 2656.  Was 
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2656.  Was  Captain  Wynne’s  tone  or  manner  offensive,  in  your  judgment  ?— 
I think  not ; he  was  very  cool. 

2657.  Did  he  lose  his  temper? — He  was  very  cool.  I recollect  his  saying  at 
one  time  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  that  it  was  better  that  these  things  should  be  discuSed 
with  coolness ; and  Mr.  O Brien  said,  he  could  be  cool  when  there  was  a neces- 
sity for  it. 

265S.  What  did  you  understand  by  that  expression  ? — That  he  was  ready  to 
make  a personal  quarrel  of  it. 

2659.  Did  you  understand  those  words,  used  at  that  time  and  in  that  tone,  to 
refer  to  a personal  meeting?— I did;  and  Captain  Wynne  replied,  that  it  was 
well  he  could  be  cool ; or,  it  was  as  it  ought  to  be. 

2660.  Now  who  were  present  that  could  hear  and  judge  of  the  thing  from 
observation  as  well  as  yourself? — Mr.  Hill,  the  county  surveyor,  was  present. 

2661.  Any  one  else  ? — Several  of  the  magistrates  were  present. 

2662.  Who  are  they  ? — Mr.  Brew  and  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  there,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury,  Mr.  Morris. 

2663.  Was  Mr.  Cullenan  there? — I think  he  was. 

2664.  Did  any  of  those  gentlemen  interfere  between  the  chairman  and  Captain 
Wynne,  either  to  make  a quarrel  or  to  keep  peace  ? — I think  that  one  of  the 
magistrates  interposed  an  observation. 

2665.  Who,  and  what  was  it? — I think  Mr.  Brew'  interposed  an  observation. 

2666.  What  said  he  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

2607.  Did  Mr.  Brew,  the  magistrate  there  present,  correct  Captain  Wynne  by 
saying  that  Mr.  O’Brien  put  the  case  hypothetically,  as,  “ If  the  Government 
and  the  Board  of  Works  did  so  and  so”? — I have  not  a distinct  recollection,  but 
I recollect  he  interposed  some  observation. 

2668.  Did  the  chairman  at  that  meeting  correct  Captain  Wynne,  by  saying  he 
had  put  the  case  hypothetically  only? — The  chairman  at  that  meeting  did  say,  if 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Board  of  Works  refused  these  presentments,  they  would 
do  so  and  so  ; but  he  also  said  directly,  that  by  the  course  of  proceeding  they 
were  adopting  they  were  already  insulting  the  people.  I use  the  word  “ already,” 
not  as  used  by  him ; he  referred  to  wheelbarrows  and  so  ou,  and  the  way  they 
were  carrying  on  the  works. 

2669.  Was  that  a stormy  meeting  ? — I considered  it  so. 

2670.  From  what  ? — I think  the  facts  I have  already  stated  will  show. 

2671.  You  have  stated  in  your  letter  that  “ Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  used 
very  exciting  language,  abusing  the  Board  and  their  officers,  and  took  such  a 
course  that  the  Board’s  officers  were  obliged  to  appear  as  standing  between  the 
people  and  the  tillage  ot  their  land  ; ” is  that  your  judgment  still  ? — That  is  mv 
judgment  still. 

2672.  Was  it  from  anything  that  Mr.  O’Brien  addressed  to  the  people,  or  from 

anything  he  addressed  to  you,  or  from  both,  that  that  judgment  is  come  to  ? It 

was  from  the  speeches  he  made  about  the  necessity  for  the  tillage  of  the  land, 
which  I thought  it  was  the  clear  duty  of  the  Board’s  officers  to  oppose  directly’ 
He  was  then  asked  for  an  explanation  of  part  of  the  letter,  and  he  said  he  did  not 
want  to  get  himself  into  a difficulty  by  going  into  it. 

2673-  You  see  the  next  paragraph  : “ The  effect  of  this  course  appears  in  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Holmes did  you  learn  from  him  what  you  stated  in  this  letter  ? 
— Yes.  * 

2674.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  when  the  chairman  was  discussing  Mr.  Labou- 
chere’s  letter  was  he  not  interrupted  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — I did  not  think  there 
was  any  abrupt  interruption.  I thought  the  observation,  came  in  very  properly. 

2t)75-  There  was  no  offensive  or  impertinent  interruption  ? — No. 

2676.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  he  might  not  have  interrupted  him? — I have 
no  recollection  of  any  offensive  interruption. 

2677.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  in  your  judgment  did  not  Captain  Wynne  read 
alecture  to  the  country  gentlemen  about  their  duties,  and  say  they  should  perform 
them  better  . I think  he  spoke  on  the  subject  to  them,  and  said  he  thought  it 
would  be  a great  deal  better  for  them  to  be  assisting  the  Board’s  officers*  than 
finding  fault  with  them. 

2678.  To  attend  to  the  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  committees,  than 
attempt  to  make  new  laws  ? — I think  so. 

2679.  Did  he  say  that  in  a manner  which,  in  your  judgment,  should  be  taken 
by  the  country  gentlemen  as  personally  offensive  to  them  ? — I do  not  think  it 

0-1  U should 


5.  Gamble,  Esq. 
14  May  1847. 
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S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
14  May  1847. 


should  have  been  taken  as  offensive  ; there  was  a very  strong  opinion  that  it  was 
injudicious  to  discuss  those  subjects  before  the  people. 

2680.  Can  you  tell  me,  according  to  your  own  knowledge,  whether  the  view  of 
the  meaning  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s^  letter  taken  by  the  chairman  at  that  meeting 
had  been  taken  at  any  other  meeting  by  the  country  gentlemen  ? — At  the  former 
presentment  session. 

2681 . In  any  other  part  of  the  country  had  that  view  been  taken  before  ? — No  • 
I have  no  recollection  of  it. 

2682.  Either  in  ymur  district  or  any  other  ? — According  to  my  own  knowledge 

it  was  not.  n * 

2683.  Was  it  ever  discussed  at  any  other  presentment  session  besides  that? 

Yes;  at  Ennistimon  presentment  session. 

2684.  When  the  two  Members  were  there  ? — When  the  two  Members  were 
there. 

2685.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  promise  to  assist 
the  tradesmen? — He  did ; he  promised  to  assist  them,  I think,  in  givino-  them 
timber  ; that  is,  the  tradesmen  who  were  his  tenants. 

2686.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  why,  in  your  direct  examination,  you  did  not 
state  that  language  which  provoked  the  observation  of  the  Honourable  Member 
for  Clare  ?— What  language? 

2687.  About  lecturing? — Because  it  did  not  occur  to  me;  those  were  very 
excited  meetings.  • 

2688.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  you  ever  explained  to  the  labourers 
the  nature  of  the  task-work  they  were  to  be  employed  on  ?— To  some  of  them  I 
did,  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  presence,  I think  on  the  5th  November. 

2689.  And  on  other  occasions  besides  when  he  was  present  ? — No,  only  on 
that  occasion. 


2690.  You  mentioned  Mr.  Brew  saying  something? — I did. 

2691.  I think  you  told  us  you  did  not  remember  the  language  he  used?— I did 
not  remember  the  language  he  used  on  that  occasion,  but  I. think  he  spoke  more 
than  once  at  Corofin. 

2692.  What  did  he  say,  I am  desired  to  ask  you  ? — He  was  saying  it  was  very 
undesirable  to  discuss  such  a subject  before  the  people,  because  it  might  raise 
unreasonable  expectations  in  their  minds,  and  unsettle  their  minds,  or  something 
to  that  affect ; and  I think  Archdeacon  Whitty  said  something  of  the  kind. 

2693.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  At  the  meeting  at  Corofin  werethe  Members, the  gentry, 
and  the  people  generally',  in  favour  of  employing  the  labourers  in  tillage? — Yes. 

2694.  There  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  so  far  as  you  observed,  with  regard 

to  employing  the  people  in  tillage  r — I think  there  was  a difference  of  opinion  as 
to  whether  or  not  it  could  be  undertaken  under  the  letter ; but  I think  the  landed 
proprietors  generally  would  have  been  very  anxious  to  have  got  the  people  to  till 
the  land.  & r * 

2695.  Did  not  that  general  feeling  on  the  part  of  every  class  in  the  meeting,  in 
favour  of  employing  the  people  upon  tillage,  occasion  the  dispute  between  that 
meeting  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works?— It  came  from  that  discussion. 

2090.  When  you  saw  that  feeling  existing  amongst  every  class  of  persons  at 
the  meeting  which  embraced  the  people  of  the  district,  although  your  opinion  was 
clear  upon  the  meaning  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  would  it  not  have  been 
desirable,  to  allay  that  feeling,  to  have  consulted  the  Board  of  Works  on  the 
subject,  so  as  to  lay  before  the  meeting  their  opinion,  in  order  to  satisfy  them? 

My  opinion  was  that  the  landed  proprietors  would  have  been  anxious  to  have 
the  people  employed  upon  the  tillage  of  the  land;  but  I never  thought  the 
anded  proprietors  were  of  opinion  it  could  be  done  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
etter;  and  I considered  my  instructions  so  specific,  which  instructions  were  laid 
e ore  the  meeting,  that  it  would  have  been  only  raising  unjust  expectations  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  have  hesitated  at  all  about  it. 

\xt2 1 '•  n0t  th'Dk  y°u  ha(1  made  representations  to.  the  Board  of 

Works,  in  accordance  with  the  feeling  of  the  meeting,  in  favour  of  tillage,  and  if 
the  answer  supported  your  opinion,  it  would  have  had  the  effect  of  satisfying  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting  ?— 1 thought  it  was  clearly  my  duty  to  protest  against  it; 
my  instructions  were  so  specific,  and  the  course  proposed  "was  contrarv  to  those 
instructions  m principle  and  in  detail. 

2698.  If  you  had  stated  all  that  to  the  gentlemen,  and  stated  “ I willingly 
submit  the  case  to  the  Board  of  Works,”  do  you  not  think  that  would  hare  pre- 

vented 
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vented  all  the  misunderstanding  that  subsequently  occurred  at  the  meeting  r I 

do  not  know  that  it  .would;  but  I think  if  I had  done  so  it  would  have  been  a 
dereliction  of  duty  on  my  part  to  have  shown  any  hesitation  on  the  subject. 

. 2699.  Chamnan.']  Had  you  the  least  reason  to  believe  that  any  representations 
of  yours  to  the  Board  of  Works  at  that  time  would  have  inclined  them  to  have 
altered  the  positive  orders  you  had  received  from  them,  when  vou  went  into  the 
country'?— I had  no  reason  to  believe  it;  and  I think  if  I had  made  represen- 
tations, I should  have  subjected  myself  to  blame. 

270°.  Mr.  W.  Jl  illiams.]  Do  you  think,  if  you  had  made  such  a representation 
with  the  view  of  satisfying  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  it  would  have  produced 
a satisfactory  effect  upon  their  minds  that  the  course  you  were  pursuing  was 
a correct  oner— I think  if  I had  gone  with  the  people,  certainly  it  would0 have 
my  ^ chaty  1 1605  ’ ^ 1 had  ^°ne  ao»  n would  have  been  contrary  to 

2701  I do  not  mean  to  go  with  the  people  in  complying  with  their  wishes, 
but  that  you  should  go  so  far  as  to  consult  the  Board  of  Works,  with  a view  of 
having  a confirmation  of  your  opinions  from  the  highest  authority  ?— I thought 
It  would  have  been  a dereliction  of  duty,  under  the  specific  instructions  I had, 
to  have  done  so ; and  any  course  of  that  kind  would  have  been  insincere  on 
my  part. 

2702.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  date  of  your  instructions?— The  loth  But 
there  were  other  instructions;  those  were  the  instructions  with  reference  to 
-Mr.  Laboucheres  letter;  but  without  referring  to  my  other  papers,  I cannot 
state  positively  whether  that  is  the  letter  that  was  there  that  day  or  not  I 
believe  it  to  kave  been  the  letter. 

2703.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Am  1 to  understand  you  to  state, that  vour  instructions 
were  ot  such  a nature,  as  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  that'u  hatever  miaht 
be- the  opinion  of  the  magistrates,  the  gentry,  and  the  people  of  Ireland,  you 
were  not  to  consult  their  wishes  or  opinions  in  any  way,  but  to  adhere  to  the 
letter  of  your  instructions  ?— I spoke  with  reference  to  the  instructions  on  that 
occasion,  and  the  specific  nature  of  them  ; and  I should  have  considered  it  beyond 
my  duty  to  have  consulted  the  Board  on  a point  so  clearly  stated. 

2704.  Chairman .]  And  if  you  had  done  so,  would  it  have  been  insincere  on 
your  part? — Insincere  on  my  part. 

2 705.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  not  the  excitement  of  that  meeting  arise  from 
your  refusal  to  pass  the  tillage  question?— I think  it  arose  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  tillage  question  was  adverted  to. 

2706.  Mr.  IV.  Williams .]  Do  you  think  if  you  had  shown  sufficient  deference  to 
the  general  opinion  expressed  by  the  meeting  in  favour  of  employing  the  people 
upon  tillage,  that  you  had  stated  to  them,  without  holding  out  any  hope  that  it 
would  be  complied  with,  that  you  would  submit  the  question  ; do  you  not  think 
that  would  have  produced  the  effect  of  preventing  the  feeling  that  afterwards 
m-oscj  I could  not  state  to  the  meeting  I would  submit  that  question  to  the 


2707.  Answer  my  question ; do  you  think  it  would  have  had  the  effect  of  allay- 

ing the  feeling  ?— It  might  have  allayed  it  in  some  measure,  if  I had  willingly 
done  it.  5 J 

2708.  Your  opinion  is,  it  would  have  in  some  measure  allayed  it? — If  I had 
done  as  they  wished,  it  might  have  done. 

2709.  My  question  is  simply  as  to  your  consulting  the  Board  of  Works? — It 

might  have  allayed  it,  if  the  people  thought  there  was  any  chance  of  its  being- 
carried  out.  0 

• 2",10’  ¥ there  was.DO  chance  of  its  being  carried  out,  do  you  not  think  skow- 
ing  that  deference  might  have  satisfied  them  and  allayed  the  feeling  ? — I do  not 
think  it  would. 

"711.  Do  you  think  it  would  or  would  not? — I do  not  think  it  would  have 
satished  the  people. 

1 ”/j2'  ^ ou^d  h have  allayed  the  feeling? — I do  not  think  it  would;  it  might 
have  done  it  a little ; they  wanted  the  thing  done  bona  jide , and  if  I had  gone 
with  the  meeting  bona  Jide,  they  would  have  been  satisfied. 

,"713.  Mr.  Belleu)^\  Was  the  sessions  at  Corofin  the  first  presentment  sessions 
held  subsequent  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter?— I think  it  was. 

2714.  Had  you  any  reason  to  suppose,  before  the  issuing  of  that  letter  and 
0jl05-  u 2 holding 
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holding  the  presentment  sessions,  that  any  presentment  would  be  made  upon  the 
subject  of  tillage? — I had  none  that  I recollect. 

2715.  Therefore  you  had  no  reason  to  communicate  with  the  Government  on 
the  subject  ? — No. 

2716.  Were  presentments  made  for  any  other  object  except  the  tillage  of  the 
land  ? — None. 

2717.  Did  not  the  fact  of  presentments  being  solely  made  for  tillage  of  the  land 
nullify  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting  ? — It  did. 

2718.  And  partly  prevented  the  works  being  undertaken? — It  prevented  the 
presentments  being  made. 

2719.  Were  the  presentments  disallowed  by  the  Board  of  Works  ? — I believe  so. 

2720.  Is  there  a letter  in  evidence  from  the  Board  of  Works  disallowing  that? 
— I cannot  refer  to  that. 

2721.  There  was  some  correspondence? — I believe  there  is  a letter  in,  but  I do 
not  know  where  it  is. 

2722.  The  other  cause  of  opposition  at  that  meeting  was  the  want  of  imple- 
ments and  the  want  of  setting  the  men  on  the  works  ? — Yes. 

2723.  The  main  one  was  that  of  the  tillage  of  the  land  r — Yes. 

2724.  There  was  no  question  about  the  lists? — There  was  a question  about  the 
kind  of  people  that  should  be  employed,  and  Captain  Wynne  said  that  comfort- 
able people  should  not  be  employed  ; and  on  that,  Mr.  O’Brien  asked  what  he 
called  comfortable  people ; did  he  expect  that  a man  would  take  a knife  and  cut 
a piece  off  his  cow. 

2725.  The  question  as  to  the  class  of  persons  to  be  placed  upon  the  lists  was 
the  subject  of  discussion  ? — In  that  way. 

2726.  The  only  three  points  on  which  a question  arose  between  the  officers  of 
the  Board  of  Works  and  the  parties  at  that  meeting  was,  first,  with  regard  to  the 
presentment  for  the  tillage  of  the  land  ? — Yes. 

2727.  And  then  with  regard  to  persons  not  being  placed  on  the  works  and  not 
having  implements,  and  with  regard  to  the  class  of  persons  ? — Yes  ; those  were 
the  three  questions. 

2728.  The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  unanimous  in  expressing  their 
opinion  with  regard  to  this  presentment  question? — They  were. 

2729.  Did  Captain  Wynne  observe  that  such  a presentment  was  sure  to  be 
rejected  ? — He  did. 

2730.  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  take  the  same  view  with  regard  to  the  present- 
ment for  tillage  ? — He  did. 

2733.  That  presentments  ought  to  be  made  for  tillage? — That  they  ought  not. 

I think  in  general  the  landed  proprietors  did  not  at  all  think  there  was  any 
chance  of  the  presentment  being  approved  of,  although  they  were  anxious  for  it. 

2732.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Had  Mr.  Hill  any  doubt  upon  the  subject? — He 
expressed  none  ; he  expressed  as  positive  an  opinion  as  I did. 

2733.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  he  has  changed  his  mind  on 
the  subject  ? — None. 

2734.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  this  question : you  said  a little  while  ago  you 
could  not  have  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Works  any  alterations  in  your  instruc- 
tions, without  being  insincere  ; I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  have  not,  on 
many  occasions,  acted  contrary  to  your  instructions  in  peculiar  circumstances  ? — 

I have  often,  when  distress  was  urgent,  gone  beyond  my  instructions  to  meet  that 
distress,  and  I have  always  heen  held  harmless  by  the  Board. 

2735-  They  approved  of  your  conduct? — Yes. 

2736.  When  you  went  against  your  instructions  in  such  peculiar  circumstances 
were  you  then  sincere  in  believing  that  the  Board  would  approve  of  it?  — 
Perfectly. 

2737-  Will  you  give  us  some  of  those  peculiar  cases  where  you  did  vary  from 
your  instructions  ? — I had  instructions  that  no  person  should  be  employed  except 
upon  tickets  issued  by  the  inspecting  officer;  I will  take  the  instance  of  Corofin; 
we  were  prepared  to  begin,  and  the  inspecting  officer  could  not  attend  ; I received 
urgent  representations  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  of  Adel  phi,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walsh, 
the  parish  priest,  that  the  people  were  in  a very  distracted  state,  and  that  the 
worst  consequences  would  ensue  if  the  works  were  not  opened,  and  on  that 
I exceeded  my  instructions ; I wrote  a letter  to  the  local  engineer  that  I would 
employ  them  on  tickets  signed  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr,  Walsh.  I will 
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give  you  another  instance  : it  was  necessary  before  any  works  were  commenced 
they  should  be  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury;  but  where  urgent 
representations  were  made,  in  one  case  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  I allowed 
works  to  be  commenced  without  that  formal  sanction,  and  afterwards  I ob- 
tained it. 

273S.  Were  you  at  the  presentment  sessions  at  Eonistimon,  on  the  4th  of 
December? — 1 was. 

£739-  What  time  of  the  day  did  the  meeting  begin,  and  when  did  it  end1 
—The  meeting  began  before  1 o’clock,  and  I think  it  continued  about  three 
hours. 

2740.  How  many  persons  were  in  the  court-house  which  you  called  a crowded 
court-house  r — I suppose  about  500. 

2741.  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Major  Macnamara. 

2742.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  there? — He  was. 

2743.  Were  many  other  magistrates  there  ? — I think  Mr.  John  O’Brien. 

2744.  How  many  were  there? — Two  or  three  more. 

2745.  What  was  the  object  of  that  meeting  r— It  was  a presentment  sessions. 
274O.  Did  you  and  your  brother  officers  go  there  ? — We  did. 

•mm/4"'  ma.ny>  ai}d  "horn? — Captain  Wynne  and  I went  there,  and  Mr 
JVIillett  was  also  there  during  the  proceedings,  and  Mr.  Hill,  the  county  engineer 
by  direction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  0 ’ 

2748.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  meeting  during  the  time  that  business 
was  on  : — It  was  a stormy  meeting  when  I went  in. 

2749.  How  did  it  begin? — When  Captain  Wynne  and  I went  in,  Major  Mac- 
namara was  m the  chair,  and  he  asked  where  Mr.  Gamble  was,  and  I said  I 
-was  there;  and  then  he  said  to  me,  in  what  appeared  to  me  an  overbearing  man- 
ner, * Do  you  know  the  position  I occupy  in  this  county?  ” I replied  that  I was 
perfectly  aware  of  the  distinguished  position  he  occupied. 

2750.  Did  you  say  that  civilly,  or  offensively  in  any  way? — As  civilly  as  I 
could  ; I saw  there  was  a disposition  to  oppose,  and  I wished  to  mollify  it  as  much 
as  possible. 

2751.  Did  you  ever  lose  your  temper  or  misbehave  yourself  in  point  of  con- 
— Ne^e?601  emen  Wh°  W6re  geiltlemen  of  station  and  character  in  the  county  ? 

2752.  What  said  you  then?— I said  I was  perfectly  aware  of  the  distinguished 
position  he  held  in  the  county. 

^rila\dld  say  th4-?— There  were  some  observations  by  him  and 
Mr.  O Brien  about  Captain  Wynne  and  myself,  as  to  who  was  the  superior 
othcer ; and  we  replied,  “ We  each  have  his  respective  duties and  Major  Mac- 
namara began  then  to  speak  of  Mr.  Millett’s  discourtesy. 

2754.  What  did  he  say  about  his  discourtesy  r— He  said  that  Mr.  Millett  had 
acted  very  discourteously  towards  him  ; that  he  issued  orders  to  the  check  clerks 
not  to  attend  the  Killinagh  committee;  and  asked  me  if  I authorized  him- 
and  I said  that  he  and  all  the  other  officers  had  instructions  from  me  not  to  allow 
the  check  clerks  to  attend  without  his  special  directions ; that  they  were  only  too 
glad  to  absent  themselves  from  their  works. 

2755-  Did  Major  Macnamara,  in  a crowded  court-house,  reproach  Mr.  Millett 
with  having  kept  200  starving  people  from  employment”? Yes. 

2756.  Was  that  in  the  course  of  the  day  r—  In  the  course  of  the  day. 

2757.  Had  there  been  any  difference  between  you  and  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Bench  up  to  that  time,  beyond  what  you  have  stated? — All  Major  Macnamara’s 
observations  were  in  a very  rough  manner,  and,  as  I thought,  calculated  to  excite 
the  people;  and  then  be  said  Mr.  Millett  had  kept  200  starving  people  from 
employment.  Mr.  Millett  then  came  into  court,  and  said  he  had  been  detained 
by  a set  of  ruffians. 

2758.  Did  lie  say  where  he  had  been  detainedi-In  Ennistimon ; and  Major 
Macnamara  turned  round  to  the  people,  and  said,  “ Who  do  you  call  a set  of 
rumans?  Do  you  hear  that  ? 

2759.  Mr.  Wortley.']  What  do  you'  mean  by  turning  round  to  the  people  ? — 

lie  addressed  the  observation  to  the  people.  r ^ 

stand6  h'  Chfr^u‘n\  Djh*  the  people  take  up  the  subject,  or  did  they  merely 
4=coLtythe  worSdsnr^ -There  was  a great  deal  of  shouting;  I cannot  exactly 

a,°5'  b 3 5761.  Did 
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2761.  Did  they  say  or  do  anything? — They  did. 

2762.  What  did  they  do? — I cannot  exactly  state  the  words,  but  I recollect 
they  stated  that  the  people  were  not  properly  employed. 

2763.  Was  that  said  by  one  person,  or  by  several? — I understood,  by  several 
persons  in  the  crowd. 

2764.  What  passed? — When  Major  Macnamara  made  the  observations,  the 
people  were  greatly  excited,  and  there  was  cheering. 

2765.  Did  Major  Macnamara  keep  the  chair  at  the  meeting  all  through?— I 
think  he  did. 

2766.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Major  Macnamara  did  not,  in  the  first 
instance,  complain  of  discourtesy  in  your  not  answering  his  letter  ? — He  asked  me 
did  I receive  a letter;  and  I told  him  I did. 

2767.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  did  he  not  first  of  all  complain  of  your  being 
discourteous  in  not  having  answered  his  letter  ? — I do  not  think  he  did  at  first'; 
he  asked  me  had  I got  a letter  irom  him,  and  I told  him  that  I had,  and  had 
written  an  answer  that  morning ; it  was,  I think,  in  course  of  post. 

2768.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  that  was  not  the  discourtesy  that  led 
to  Major  Macnamara  asking  you  this  question  ? — I did  not  think  so. 

2769.  Mr.  Worthy]  How  long  had  Major  Macnamara’s  letter  been  un- 
answered ? — I think  a day  or  so;  there  may  have  been  one  post  lost. 

2770.  Chairman .]  You  stated  he  charged  Mr.  Millett  with  hostile  feelings:  what 
did  he  say’? — He  stated  that  Mr.  Millett  had  not  consulted  the  wishes  of  the  land 
proprietors,  and  that  he  was  influenced  by  hostile  feelings  towards  him,  and  said 
that  the  stewards  were  not  appointed  by  the  land  proprietors. 

2771.  You  have  told  us  what  Major  Macnamara  had  done  up  to  this  time; 
was  Mr.  O’Brien  doing  or  saying  anything? — I do  not  think  at  that  time  he  said 
much. 

2772.  Did  he  address  anything  to  the  body  of  the  court? — He  did  afterwards. 

2773.  When  did  he  do  that? — I think  it  was  towards  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

2774.  At  that  time  had  there  been  a difference  between  him  and  Captain 
Wynne? — I think  not ; l have  no  recollection  of  any  difference. 

2775.  Had  Captain  Wynne  said  anything  about  Mr.  O’Brien  employing  per- 
sons who  w’ere  in  comfortable  circumstances  upon  the  works,  at  that  meeting? — 
I recollect  Captain  Wynne  sayiDg  something  about  employing  comfortable  people, 
but  I do  not  recollect  that  it  was  before  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observation;  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  excitement,  and  it  is  difficult  to  recollect  it. 

2776.  Was  there  anything  else  at  that  meeting  you  think  it  right  to  state  to 
the  Committee  ? — There  was  also  a discussion  about  the  tillage  works,  but  there 
was  not  so  much  said  about  it  that  day  as  the  former  day,  because  after  what  had 
been  said  we  thought  it  useless  to  say  much ; and  there  was  a good  deal  of  talk 
about  the  overseers  and  stewards.  Major  Macnamara  said  that  some  of  them 
were  infamous  characters,  and  Mr.  Millett  had  not  consulted  the  land  proprietors 
about  it.  I think  either  I or  the  captain  replied,  if  there  were  any  charges  to  be 
brought  against  Mr.  Millett  or  the  overseers,  we  would  be  happy  to  attend  and 
investigate  them  if  the  charges  were  made  in  writing;  and  subsequently  the  10th 
was  appointed  for  the  relief  committee  to  meet  to  investigate ; and  Mr.  O’Brien,  I 
think,  said  something  about  restricting  employment. 

2777.  Mr.  Wortley .]  You  said  that  Major  Macnamara  turned  to  the  people; 
was  not  all  that  passed  from  the  bench  in  the  hearing  of  the  people  ? — Yes ; he 
had  addressed  some  observations  to  Mr.  Millett,  and  Mr.  Millett  had  stated  he 
was  stopped  in  Ennistimon  by  a set  of  ruffians ; and  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ Do 
you  hear  that  ?” 

2778.  What  was  the  effect  of  that  upou  the  people  in  the  court-house? — The 
effect  was  exciting. 

2779-  How  did  they  show  their  excitement? — They  cheered  and  murmured; 
there  were  several  people  in  the  body  of  the  court  made  that  observation. 

^ 2780.  Did  Major  Macnamara  or  any  one  make  observations  to  the  people?— 
Yes,  Major  Macnamara  said  he  would  see  justice  done  to  them. 

2781.  Chairman .]  Was  there  anything  in  your  conduct,  or  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Wynne,  which  in  your  judgment,  now  upon  reflection,  was  unbecoming  you 
as  public  officers  ? — I think  not ; I know  of  nothing. 

2782.  Did  you  receive  on  that  occasion,  from  the  Members  for  Clare  or  the 
gentlemen  there,  the  countenance  and  co-operation  you  might  reasonably  expect  as 

public 
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public  officers  ?— No  ; I think  the  course  they  were  pursuing  was  calculated  to  in- 
crease  Mr.  Millett’s  difficulties;  he  w as  the  local  engineer,  and  had  been  attacked 
a month  before,  and  had  to  get  off  his  horse. 

27S3.  In  your  judgment  now,  looking  back  to  what  happened  on  that  day  do 
you  consider  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien  to  hare  been  per 
sonally  offensive  to  you,  or  any  of  the  persons  employed  under  the  Board  of 
W orks  /—I  consider  Major  Macnamara’s  conduct  personally  offensive  to  me  at 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting,  when  he  had  never  spoken  a word  to  me  be- 
0US‘  ,ad  been  at  the  presentment  sessions  on  the  21st  September;  and 
Mr.  O Lnen  took  occasion  to  say,  he  had  been  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  at  a 
previous  meeting,  whether  he  meant  anything  personally  towards  him  ■ and  1’con- 
sider  that  conduct  was  calculated  to  give  offence  and  to  excite  the  people. 

2704.  Did  you  consider  that  in  consequence  of  anything  stated  at  that  meeting 
to  you,  or  at  any  other  time,  respecting  Mr.  Millett,  you  would  he  justified  in  ask- 
ing the  Board  to  withdraw  their  confidence  from  him  ?— No  ; the  charo-es  were 
investigated  on  the  10th  December,  and  from  anything  that  appeared  there  was 
nothing  to  justify  me  in  withdrawing  my  confidence  from  him. 

2785.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  Mr.  Millett  answer  that  question,  “Whom  do 
you  call  ruffians  r • — He  did. 

2786.  What  answer  did  he  give  ?— He  said  he  was  detained  by  the  people  of 
.fc-nnistimon.  I believe  he  was  afraid  to  repeat  the  term  “ ruffians he  told  me 
so  afterwards. 

2787.  Did  that  answer  seem  to  allay  the  agitation  at  all  ?— No. 

2788.  Mr.  W.  Williams."]  Did  the  persons  composing  the  meeting  commit  any 
act  of  violence  after  that  address  of  Major  Macnamara  ? — There  was  no  act  of 
violence. 

2789.  Any  person  assaulted? — No  person  assaulted  at  that  meeting 

2790.  Chairman.]  Were  the  persons  at  the  meeting  very  muchT’excited  bv 

what  was  going  on  r— They  were  greatly  excited.  J 

279 k Mr.  Worthy I]  Was  there  a crowd  outside5 — Yes. 

2792.  What  extent  of  crowd  ? — I could  not  say,  but  there  were  a good  many 

people  outside.  ° J 

2793.  What  do  you  mean  by  a good  many  people  ?— There  was  a mob  out- 
side. 

2794-  Was  the  effect  on  the  people  of  the  cheers  and  murmurs  of  which  you 
have  spoken,  such  as  was  calculated  to  intimidate  and  influence  the  mind  of  any 
person  who  w-as  not  of  strong  mind?— I think  very  much  calculated  to  do  so,  and 
1 believe  it  did  influence  Mr.  Milieu’s  mind  greatly.  We  bad  been  surrounded 
by  them  in  the  town  a day  or  two  before  that  meeting. 

fM95;™1?™"!1  1 am.desired  to  *sk  you,  did  nSt  Captain  Wynne  complain 
of  Mr.  Millett  at  that  meeting?— I think  both  I and  Captain  Wynne  said,  if  he 
had  kept  200  people  out  of  employment,  it  was  very  wrong  to  do  so 

2796.  Did  Mr.  Millett  say  anything  to  that?-He  said  he  was  detained  at 
r-nmstimon  by  a set  of  ruffians. 

2797-  Then  it  was  he  said  it?— I do  not  know  that  it  was  then  he  said  he 
was  detained. 

2798.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  it  was  not  in  consequence  of  that  that 
you  yourself  said  you  would  apply  to  have  him  removed  from  that  part  of  the 
country  r— It  was  m consequence  of  the  ill  feeling  towards  him,  but  not  in  conse- 
quence of  anything  he  had  done. 

None"  Had  y°U  ^ personal  d:srateen>  or  want  of  confidence  in  the  man?— 

? am  desired  ask  you  whether,  when  he  said  something  about  the 
bemi  db  •hraffiar’  w dld,not  comPIam  to  his  brother  magistrates  only  of  their 
hemg  described  so ?-N°;  the  complaint  appeared  to  me  to  be  to  th/ people; 

abusir,  “.hd°  y£Yia  3 S,e,t0f  r“ffians?”  Ho  said  the  Board  of  Works  were 
S ’ but  he  wo?ld  see  justice  clone  to  them,  or  words  to  that  effect, 
addrcs  J Tethy°U  “V doubtJlhat  whaf  MaJ°r  Macnamara  said  at  that  time  was 

donlff  ic  P60P  6’  and  not  t0  hls  brotlier  magistrates  only  ? — I have  no 

doubt  it  was  addressed  to  the  people.  * 

the  Denrile^tbY  “ fhe  magisttatos  only?— ' The  magistrates  heard  it  as  well  as 
X,P  T *5  were  before  him,  and  he  said,  “ Do  you  hear  that?” 

Mr  MHIettT  it'?,?  t0  afk  5™  whether  you  did  not  consider  it  improper  in 
n ^ the  people  ruffians  in  an  open  court  I— I would  not  have  done 

°-105-  n 4 so 
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so  myself ; but  he  had  been  detained  by  them,  and  he  was  blamed  for  not  openin'?- 
the  works  from  which  he  had  been  detained  by  them  that  day. 

2803.  Mr.  Thomely.]  Did  Mr.  Millett  make  use  of  that  expression,  addressing 
himself  to  the  magistrates  or  the  people ’—Addressing  himself  in  reply  to  Major 
Macnamara  simply. 

2804.  Mr.  Worthy!]  Was  he  speaking  of  the  people  in  the  streets  of  the  town 
where  thev  were  sitting? — He  was  speaking  of  the  mob  at  Ennistimon. 

2805.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Did  Mr.  Millett  speak  in  so  loud  a tone  that  the 

■•eople  in  the  court-house  could  hear  him  ? — I think  some  of  them  did. 

2806.  Or  would  they  have  known  it,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  words  addressed 
by  Major  Macnamara? — I think  some  of  them  would. 

2807.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  the  people  manifest  any  feeling  after  he  applied 
the  term  “ ruffians”  to  them  ? — No;  I do  not  think  that  elicited  the  feeling;  in 
fact  they  had  not  time  before  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ Do  you  hear  that? 
Who  do  you  call  a set  of  ruffians?”  I think  it  was  an  injudicious  expression  on 
Mr.  Millett’s  part. 

2808.  Mr.  Wortley.]  Was  Mr.  Millett  excited  at  the  time  by  the  difficulties 
that  he  had  met  with  ? — I think  he  was  under  the  influence  of  a good  deal  of 
fear. 

2809.  Was  he  excited? — I think  it  was  more  under  the  influence  of  fear  than 
of  any  excitement  calculated  to  give  offence. 

2810.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  did  not  think,  in  your 
own  judgment,  that  such  a term  as  Mr.  Millett  applied  to  the  people  was  a suf- 
ficient ground  to  remove  him? — I do  not  think  it  was;  I think  it  was  an  inju- 
dicious expression. 

2811.  Mr.  Wort  ley.]  Did  you  understand  that  expression  applied  to  the  people 
generally,  or  to  individuals  who  had  obstructed  him  in  his  duty  ? — To  individuals 
who  obstructed  him. 

2812.  Chairman!]  Did  he  say  in  what  part  of  Ennistimon  he  had  been  inter- 
rupted ?— No ; he  said  in  the  town.  I think  he  was  quite  justified  in  the  terra,  but 
it  was  injudicious  to  use  it  there. 

2813.  Did  he  state  what  the  nature  of  the  interruption  was? — That  he  was 
going  out  on  horseback ; the  people  collected  about  him,  and  he  was  either  pre- 
vented from  getting  on,  or  he  had  to  get  off  his  horse. 

2814.  Did  he  state  that  himself,  or  was  it  stated  by  anybody  else  ? — He  stated 
it  to  me  himself. 

2815.  At  the  meeting? — No ; he  did  not  state  it  at  the  meeting. 

2816.  Did  it  transpire  at  the  meeting  what  was  the  nature  of  the  obstruction  ? 
— I know  that  it  was  quite  well  known. 

2817.  But  it  was  not  positively  stated? — I think  most  of  the  persons  there 
were  aware  of  it. 

2818.  Had  it  been  stated  in  your  hearing  to  the  magistrates,  or  in  the  hear- 
ing of  the  magistrates,  before  Major  Macnamara  complained  of  the  term 
“ruffians”  ? — I did  not  hear  that  it  had. 

2819.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  Mr.  Millett  reside  in  Ennistimon  ?— Yes. 

2820.  Was  he  getting  on  his  horse  to  come  from  his  house  to  this  meeting  ? 
— No. 

2821.  Mr.  TVortley.]  What  reason  had  you  for  thinking  it  was  known  to  the 
magistrates  what  the  nature  of  the  obstruction  was  ? — Every  person  that  I spoke 
to  about  Ennistimon  was  aware  of  the  occurrence,  and  that  is  the  reason  I did 
not  communicate  it. 

2822.  Was  it  notorious  in  the  town  of  Ennistimon  that  he  had  been  interfered- 
with? — It  was. 

2823.  Did  the  magistrates  who  were  present  on  that  occasion  live  at  a dis- 
tance from  Ennistimon  ? — They  do. 

2824.  What  distance  was  Major  Macnamara,  for  instance?—!  do  not  know 
exactly  the  distance  ; but  I suppose  it  was  eight  miles. 

2825.  .And  how  far  does  Mr.  O’Brien  live  from  there?— X suppose  five  or  six 
miles  ; it  may  be  more  or  less. 

2826.  Excepting  the  notoriety  of  the  fact  in  the  town  of  Ennistimon,  you  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  magistrates  were  aware  of  the  nature  of  the,  ob- 
struction that  Mr.  Millett  had  met  with  ? — No,  I have  no  reason  to  know  it. 

2827.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  this  is  a letter  of  Mr.  Millett’s 
at  page  32  of  180:  “To  Messrs.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  O’Brien,  and  Conny,  check 

clerks. 
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clerks.  Sirs,  You  will  please  to  observe  that  you  are  not  to  attend  any  commit- 
tee, or  proouce  any  book,  list,  or  communication  relative  to  the  works  being carried 
ou  under  my  charge,  without  my  special  permission.  R.  Millett,  E B °2i  No- 
vember 1S46.”  ? — I believe  it  to  be  so. 

2S2S.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  that  is  not  a very  improper  letter  for 
an  engineer  to  address  to  the  members  of  a relief  committee  ?_I  would  not 
have  worded  it  exactly  as  it  is,  and  I think-  it  would  have  been  more  courteous  to 
hare  written  tt  otherwise;  but  except  that,  I think  the  substance  of  it  is  correct, 
tbnVfrom  h ,?0DS  Sh0“ W “ d th®  rcllef  committees  without  special  direc- 

2S29.  Is  this  addressed  to  Mr.  Millett  by  Major  Macnamara,  I am  desired  to 
ask  you:  “Doohn,  30  November  1846.  Sir,  It  is  my  intention  to  submit  a 
counteipait  of  the  enclosed  before  the  relief  committee  at  Roadford  on  Wednes- 
day next ; I have  also  communicated  with  Mr.  Gamble  on  the  subject,  by  sending 
him  your  order.  I have,  &c.  (signed)  W.  N.  Macnamara.  To  R Miff 
HiSq.  ccc.  esc.  — i es.  ’ 

soft,8!?'  1 T deS'oea  al“torea.d  Mr-  Milieu's  letter  to  Major  Macnamara,  of  the 
0oth  November  1S46:  Enmstimon.  Sir,  I received  your  letter  of  this  day  and 

thlcom,,3?.  d e pnDC,pa-  °7crseer  (Mc'  C°”vn)  has  bee"  ^nstfucted  to  attend 
the  committee,  and  give  any  information  that  may  be  in  his  power.  At  the  same 

time  the  orders  to  me  are  most  positive  relative  to  the  attendance  of  the  check 

So  Map”ga¥kr!'-  VThaar„&C;  /s,Sned)  Millett.  W.  N.  Macnamara, 
.Lsq.  M.  p.  — ihat  is  Mr.  Millett  s letter. 

2S3 1 . Do  you  know  by  anything  you  knew  then  or  since,  that  such  a notice  as 
this  was  sent  to  any  other  check  clerks  or  persons  connected  with  anv  other  dis 
tn,Ctr  1 " . tlle  clleck  clerks  had  particular  orders  generally  not  to  attend 

reliet  committees  ; and  I think  the  reason  of  issuing  this  was,  there  had  been  an 
order  issued  by  the  committee  for  them  to  attend. 

2832.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  you  do  not  know  that  such  order  was 

never  issued  to  any  other  person,  except  in  your  particular  district  ? — I do  not 
think  that  order  was  issued  in  those  words,  but  I think  instructions  were  wive,, 
generally  not  to  attend.  e 

2833.  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  any  was  given  similar  to  that3— I do  not 
know  that  there  was;  I believe  the  instructions  -were  not  given  in  writing 

2834.  Mr.  b.  Wortkt/.]  Do  yon  know  whether  the  necessity  arose  1—  I think 

I,tdld  ’ “nt  1 lhlnk  11  "ould  hat,e  been  more  courteous  to  have  worded  the  letter 
differently. 

2S35.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  by  Major  Macnamara  to  call  your  attention 
to  this  letter  of  tire  30th  November,  addressed  to  yourself:  “ Doolin,  30  November 
iS4b.  Sir,  I am  sure  you  concur  with  me  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  best 
feeling  should  exist  between  the  relief  committee  and  the  Board  of  Public 
YV  orks.  I shall  make  no  further  comment,  only  to  express  my  regret  that  our  cor- 
respondence has  not  commenced  on  a more  agreeable  subject  than  referrioo-  you  to 
the  enclosed.^  I have,  &c  (signed)  ffC  N.  Macnamara.  Samuel  Gamble 
lisq.  See.  See.  \v  hat  was  the  enclosure  r — The  three  preceding  letters 

2836.  I suppose  this  is  yours:  “Ennis,  2 December  1846.  Sir,  In  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  30th  ult,  I beg  to  assure  you  that  I am  most  anxious  m all 
matters  to  co-operate  yvitti  the  committee.  Much  inconvenience  has  however 
arisen  from  check  clerks,  stewards,  &c.  absenting  themselves  from  the  works’ 
which  they  are  but  too  glad  to  do,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  relief  committees: 

It  is  desirable  that  all  communications  should,  as  for  as  possible,  be  made  to  the 
local  engineer ; but  as  be  can  but  seldom  attend  the  meetings  of  the  committees 
directions  have  been  given  to  the  principal  overseer  in  each  parish  to  wait  on  the 
committee  whenever  the  secretary  may  send  him  a requisition  to  that  effect  With 
the  view  of  redressing  any  abuses  that  may  exist,  I shall  be  glad  at  all  times  to 
recetve  any  communications  on  the  subject  of  the  works,  that  you  may  do  me  the 
tar  our  ot  addressing  to  me.  I have,  &c.  (signed)  Samuel  Gamble.  \V.  N.  Mac- 
namara,  .hsq.  Doolin,  Ennistiuion.” — Yes. 

haviGiad  die  h°ext  ,S-:  “ Doolin,  2 December  1846.  Sir,  Your  letter  I 

fo  rL  f„f„  . T r?cejve  th,s  eveninS'  a,ld  liave  t0  °ba«ve  it  is  no  answer 

to  ihn  Tn  V'tqulred  ; ^hlcil  is  " btther  Mr.  Millett  was  directed  by  you 
to  issue  the  order  of  the2lst  of  last  month.  I have,  &c.  (signed)  IV.  N.Mac- 
natnara.  S.  Gamble,  Esq.  Ennis.” — I received  that. 

2S3S  And  the  answer  is : “ Ennis,  4 Dec.  1 S46.  Sir,  In  reply  to  your  letter 
0.103.  X of 
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of  the  2d  inst.,  I beg  to  state  that  I did  not  dictate  the  order  issued  by  Mr. 
Millett,  but  that  he  has,  in  common  with  others,  my  instructions  not  to  allow  check 
clerks,  stewards,  &c.  to  attend  the  relief  committee  without  directions  from  him 
I have,  &c.  (signed)  Samuel  Gamble.  W.  N.  Macnanrara,  Doolin,  Ennistitnon.” 
— That  is  my  reply. 

2839.  Mr.  S.  Worthy.]  O11  the  2d  of  December  Major  Macnamara  says, “ It  js 
no  answer  to  the  information  I required ; which  is  whether  Mr.  Millett  was  directed 
by  you  to  issue  the  order  of  the  21st  of  last  month.”  Had  Major  Macnamara 
required  that  of  you  up  to  that  time  in  any  shape  ? — No  communication  had 
passed  between  Major  Macnamara  and  me  but  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  November 
and  there  was  no  such  request  in  those  words  in  that ; and  I thought  my  letter  of 
the  2d  December  was  a full  answer  to  his. 

2840.  Had  any  request  been  made  by  Major  Macnamara  by  word  of  mouth  ? 
— -That  was  the  only  communication  that  ever  passed  between  us. 

2841.  Then  you  had  not  neglected  any  request  of  Major  Macnamara  up  to 
that  time  ? — None. 

2842.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  your  opinion,  did  the  appointment  of  stewards,  over- 
seers, and  gangers  rest  with  you  or  the  relief  committees  ? — With  the  engineers. 

2843. -  Did  the  relief  committees  acquiesce  in  that  opinion  ? — The  relief  com- 
mittees would  much  rather  have  had  the  appointment  all  to  themselves. 

2844.  Did  they  admit  that  such  was  the  fact? — They  admitted  such  was  the 
fact. 

2845.  And  the  appointments,  practically',  were  made  by  the  engineers  r — They 
were,  but  frequently  on  the  recommendation  of  members  of  the  committees. 

2846.  Are  you  aware  of  any  case  in  which  those  were  made  under  the  influ- 
ence of  bribes  ? — No  case  of  the  kind  was  ever  proved  ; it  was  brought  forward 
by  Major  Macnamara.  I was  anxious,  if  anything  had  occurred,  to  hear  it;  and 
if  it  had,  I would  have  at  once  dismissed  Mr.  Millett. 

2847.  You  did  not  know  of  any  such  case  ? — I did  not,  nor  did  Major  Macna- 
mava  bring  forward  any  evidence  to  prove  it ; in  fact,  I understood  he  withdrew 
the  accusation,  as  against  Mr.  Millett. 

2848.  Was  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Members  for  Clare,  or  any  members 
of  the  relief  committee,  that  Captain  Wynne,  as  inspector,  had  no  right  to  inter- 
fere with  those  committees  ? — 1 heard  that  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 
on  the  occasion  at  Ennistimon,  on  the  4th  December. 

2849.  'What  do  you  consider  Captain  Wynne’s  special  duty  ? — His  special  duty 
was  to  receive  the  recommendation  list  from  the  relief  committees,  and  on  them 
to  issue  the  employment  lists. 

2850.  Lord  J. . Manners .]  Do  you  recollect  what  was  your  feeling  when  you 
read  Major  Macnamara’s  letter  of  the  2d  December  ? — I felt  that  my  letter  of  the 
2d  December  was,  in  my  opinion,  a complete  answer  to  his  of  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, and  I conveyed  that  impression  in  my  letter  of  the  4th ; I repeated  again 
what  I had  stated. 

2851.  Did  yon  receive  any  impressions  unfavourable  to  Major  Macnamara, 
from  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  2d  December  ? — I thought  Major  Mac- 
namara s letter  was  rather  hostile  when  I read  it  j I thought  it  showed  rather  a 
hostile  feeling. 

2852.  Mr.  Worthy .]  Was  there  not  difficulty  found  upon  the  works,  of  keeping 
the  people  to  work? — Great  difficulty. 

2853.  Was  there  not  also  great  difficulty  found  in  keeping  the  check-clerks  and 
stewards  to  their  duties  ? — Yes. 

2854*  Did  they  not  show  a disposition  to  avail  themselves  of  any  excuse  to 
absent  themselves  from  their  duty  ? — I was  of  that  opinion. 

2855.  And  did  that  not  render  much  stronger  regulations  necessary?— Yes; 
for  the  people  who  keep  the  men’s  time  to  leave  their  duty,  would  be  attended 
with  great  practical  inconvenience. 

at  285  u AItJ10“Sh.  J'ou  ™ere  ,of  opinion  that  Mr.  Millett’s  order  of  the  21st 
November  1840  might,  with  discretion,  have  been  worded  otherwise,  you  thought 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public  works?— I believe  it  was  absolutely 
necessary. 

2857.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Look  at  the  letter  of  the  2d  December,  and  state  what 
expression  in  that  letter  conveys  a hostile  feeling? — He  states,  “I  have  to  observe 
it  is  no  answer  to  the  information  I required  ; which  is,  whether  Mr.  Millett  was 
directed  by  you  to  issue  the  order  of  the  21st  of  last  month.”  I considered  my 
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letter  of  the  2d  December  a full  answer,  and  that  the  tenor  of  that  letter  was 
finding  fault  with  my  letter  without  any  just  cause;  I considered  he  had  no  reason 
to  find  fault  with  my  letter. 

2S5S.  Do  you  consider  that  conveys  a hostile  feeling  from  Major  Macnamara 
to  you  ? — Considering  the  wording  of  the  letter,  and  that  it  came  after  my  letter 
of  the  2d  December,  which  I considered  courteous,  I do  consider  it  of  a rather 
hostile  character. 

2S.50.  Mr.  U'ortlcy.]  Was  it  your  impression  at  the  time,  that  that  letter  of  the 

2d  December  was,  in  your  opinion,  conceived  in  rather  a peremptory  tone  r 

It  was. 

2$tio.  Were  you  of  opinion  there  was  anything  in  your  previous  conduct 
towards  Major  Macnamara,  or  the  preceding  correspondence  between  you,  which 
justified  that  tone  ? — Nothing  whatever  ; because  my  letter  of  the  2d  December 
was  the  only  communication  I had  written  to  him.  f had  met  hitn  atEnnistimon, 
but  we  had  no  communication. 

2561.  Chairman .]  Did  you  subsequently  withdraw  Mr.  Millett  from  the  barony 
in  consequence  of  the  ill-feeling  towards  him  ?— I did. 

2562.  Did  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  do  so? — I did. 

2563.  I wish  to  know  what  you  mean  by  saying  the  gentlemen  in  that  locality- 
exercised  a complete  sway  over  the  people  ?— I believe  the  people  would  do 
everything  they  thought  agreeable  to  them. 

2564.  Had  you  opportunities,  from  your  stay  in  the  county  up  to  that  time, 
to  know  that  Mr.  O'Brien  had  great  sway  over  the  people  ? — Every'  one  I spoke 
to  on  the  subject  told  me  so. 

25 65.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  it  confined  to  that  barony  ? — I speak  with  reference 
especially  to  Corcomroe. 

286b.  Mr.  Jl'ortlei /.]  If  they  had  any  intention  of  exposing  you  to  personal 
violence,  they  would  have  little  difficulty  in  accomplishing  their  object? — I think 
very  little. 

2867.  Chairman  What  do  you  mean  by  “the  object  was  apparent  intimida- 
tion”?— I refer  in  that  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  message  to  Mr.  Millett;  I refer  also  to 
the  treatment  given  to  M'lnerney  by  Major  Macnamara  and  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  to  their  sending  two  policemen  for  him,  and  insisting 
that  he  should  go  from  the  works  to  attend  the  committee ; and  I refer  also  to 
the  language  at  the  meetings  at  Ennistimon  and  at  Corofin. 

2808.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  011  the  10th  ? — I was. 

2569.  What  do  you  mean  “ by  disastrous  consequences”? — I believe  if  the 
scene  that  occurred  in  that  room  had  occurred  outside,  we  might  have  all  been 
murdered. 

2570.  VY  hy  ? — In  consequence  of  the  great  excitement  that  prevailed  amongst 
the  people. 

2571.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  how  came  you  to  write  this  letter  of  the  6th 
March  r — There  had  been  a committee  moved  for  to  inquire  into  Captain  Wynne’s 
conduct,  and  Captain  Wynne  had  been  so  much  abused  that  I thought  it  right  to 
state  my  views,  having  had  so  many  opportunities  of  judging  of  his  conduct. 

2872.  Was  it  to  meet  the  present  case  that  you  put  together  and  wrote  that 
letter,  I am  desired  to  ask  you? — It  was  to  show  the  opinion  I entertained  of 
Captain  Wynne’s  conduct. 

2873.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  that  for  the  purpose  of  the  present  inquiry  ? 
— It  was. 

2874.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  when  you  received  from  Mr.  Millett  that  mes- 

sage,  informing  you  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  an  attorney,  and  the  threat  he  used 
about  the  works,  did  not  Mr.  Millett  tell  you  he  had  received  that  not  directly 
from  Mr.  O’Brien,  but  from  another  person? — The  word  “message”  conveys 
that  clearly.  5 J 

2875.  Who  was  that? — Dr.  Finucane. 

2876.  Is  he  here  ? — He  is  not. 

2877.  Mr.  Jf' . Williams .]  You  do  not  know  whether  the  message  was  conveyed 
correctly  or  not  ? — I spoke  to  Mr.  Hograve,  who  was  present  when  part  of  the 
message  was  delivered  ; and  from  what  he  said,  I have  reason  to  believe  it  was 
correct. 

2878.  W ho  made  the  communication  to  you  ? — Mr.  Millett  and  Mr.  Molloy  ; 
the  overseer  was  present  with  Mr.  Millett  when  the  message  was  delivered  to  Mr. 
Millett. 

0.105.  x 2 2879.  I am 
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•2879.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  it  is  your  opinion  a man  would  hold 

himself  out  as  an  attorney,  to  induce  a public  officer  to  do  what  was  wrong? 

I thought  it  very  extraordinary,  and  that  was  one  reason  for  using  the  word  inti- 
midate. 

2SS0.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  notwithstanding  that,  you  still  did  not 
put  that  in  your  letter  for  the  purposes  of  this  case  ? — I put  it  into  my  letter  be- 
cause I believed  it  to  be  true. 

2881.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  And  you  still  believe  it  to  be  true? — I still  believe 
it  to  be  true. 

2882.  Mr.  IV .Williams.]  This  message  which  Mr.  Millett  said  he  had  from  Mr 
O’Brien  through  Doctor  Finucane  r — Exactly. 

28S3.  But  you  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  that  message  was  actually 
delivered  ? — Mr.  Hograve  told  me  he  was  present  part  of  the  time. 

2884.  You  had  no  other  reason  ? — No  other  reason. 

2885.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  upon  Doctor  Finucane 
being  applied  to,  you  do  not  know  he  positively  denied  having  brought  it  r — 
I do  not  know  ; the  evidence  I have  that  he  brought  it  was  Mr.  Millet,  and  Mr. 
Molloy  the  overseer. 

2886.  In  your  judgment  were  the  scenes  at  Ennistiinon  on  the  10th,  still  more 
irritating  than  those  on  the  4th  ? — They  were. 

2887.  What  was  the  object  of  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  the  10th? — It 
was  a relief  committee  that  was  held  to  investigate  the  charges  into  Mr.  Milieu’s 
conduct ; I believe  it  was  the  usual  day  for  the  relief  committee  to  meet. 

2888.  Was  that  the  sole  purpose? — I think  that  was  the  chief;  but  Captain 
Wynne  said,  before  he  went,  that  in  consequence  of  not  having  received  the  written 
charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  he  would  not  go  to  the  meeting,  only  that  other  busi- 
ness might  be  done  ; not  having  the  written  charges  he  did  not  think  them  a 
proper  subject  for  investigation. 

2889.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  it  not  specially  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  charges  ? — It  was. 

2890.  Who  was  in  the  chair  at  that  meeting? — Major  Macnamara  was  in  the 
chair  outside  in  the  court-house. 

2891.  When  you  went  first  into  the  court-house,  were  there  people  in  the 
body  of  the  court? — There  were. 

2892.  How  long  did  you  continue  in  the  court-house  before  you  adjourned 
into  the  jury-room  ? — I do  not  think  very  long. 

2893.  What  was  your  reason  for  adjourning  to  the  jury-room  ? — The  reason 
was,  that  Captain  Wynne  objected  to  hold  an  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s 
conduct  in  the  presence  of  the  people,  as  he  considered  it  would  have  a very  bad 
effect. 

2894.  Did  he  say  so? — He  did. 

2895.  Did  the  people  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings  up  to  the  time  Captain 
Wynne  said  so  ? — They  had  concurred  in  the  charges. 

2896.  It  was  in  consequence  of  Captain  Wynne’s  suggestion,  and  what  passed 
in  the  court-house,  that  you  adjourned  into  the  jury-room? — It  was. 

2897.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  there? — Yes. 

2898.  Was  Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair  in  the  jury-room  ? — No,  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  took  the  chair  in  the  jury-room. 

2899.  Were  you  present? — I was. 

2900.  Was  a good  deal  of  difference  of  opinion  expressed  ? — There  was. 

2901.  Was  the  conduct  of  Dean  Stackpoole  called  before  the  meeting  ? — After 
the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  case,  it  was. 

2902.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  speak  on  that  Subject? — He  spoke  in  a very  excited 
manner  on  that  subject,  in  reply. 

2903.  In  the  jury-room? — In  the  jury-room. 

2904.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  led  to  that?— -The  reading  of  Mr.  Wes- 
tropp’s  letters. 

2905.  There  was  a reference  to  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works;  did  Mr.  O’Brien  say  anything  upon  that?— He  did. 

2906.  Will  you  tell  us  what  he  said  ?— He  stated  if  he  had  not  opposed  the 
Board  of  Works,  if  he  had  coincided  with  them  in  place  of  opposing  them,  he 
would  not  have  received  that  treatment,  and  there  was  a conspiracy  between  Dean 
Stackpoole  and  the  Board  of  Works  and  their  officers. 

2907.  Upon 
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2907.  Upon  that  did  Captain  Wynne  say  anything  ? — He  did. 

2QG-S.  What  did  he  say  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  went  further,  and  said  he  did  not  care 
who  look  it  to  himself;  and  then  Captain  Wynne  said,  if  Mr.  O’Brien  brought 
accusations  against  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  he  would  treat  them  with 
contempt,  and  was  going  on  until  he  was  stopped. 

2909.  What  was  done  then  ? — There  was  a great  tumult. 

2910.  How  many  persons  were  present  in  the  jury-room  to  make  that  great 
tumult? — I suppose  20  persons. 

2911.  What  did  they  do? — A great  many  of  them  jumped  off  their  seats. 

2912.  Did  the  chairman  keep  his  seat? — He  was  not  sitting;  he  had  stood 
when  he  was  reading  Mr.  Westropp's  letter,  and  I am  under  the  impression  he 
did  not  sit  down. 

2913.  Had  Mr.  O’Brien  sat  down? — No,  Mr.  O’Brien  had  not  sat  down. 

2914.  Had  any  other  person  satdown? — Yes,  I think  several  persons  had  sat  down. 

2915.  Upon  Captain  Wynne  saying  that,  several  persons  got  up  from  their 
seats? — Yes. 

2916.  Where  were  you  ? — I was  beside  Captain  Wynne. 

2917.  Did  any  of  them  do  anything  to  him? — Several  of  them  cried  out, 

“ Turn  him  out,”  and  when  he  attempted  to  speak,  “ We  won’t  hear  him,  he 
must  make  an  apology ;”  and  a Roman-catholic  priest  who  was  there  rushed  up  to 
him  and  shook  his  fist  quite  close  to  his  face,  and  said,  “ Kick  him  out,  turn  him 
out.” 

29 iS.  Did  any  other  person,  that  you  saw,  lift  up  his  hand  or  shake  his  fist? — 
There  was  great  violence  of  gesture. 

2919.  That  is  not  my  question. — I did  see  it,  hut  not  so  marked  as  in  the  per- 
son 1 have  mentioned. 

2920.  Whom  did  you  see  ? — I did  not  know  the  names  of  all  of  them  that  were 
present. 

2921.  I ask  you  for  any  ? — I could  not  mention  any  names. 

2922.  Did  the  chairman  rise  from  his  seat? — I think  he  was  standing. 

2923.  Did  he  do  or  say  anything  at  the  moment  of  that  interruption,  w hen  the 
people  made  the  tumult? — He  said  something. 

2924.  Did  Major  Macnamara  do  anything  that  you  saw  ? — I cannot  say  any- 
thing particular. 

2925.  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  say  or  do  anything  that  you  heard  or  saw  ? 
— 1 do  not  recollect  his  saying  anything. 

2926.  Did  you  see  any  other  person  in  the  room  do  or  say  anything  at  that 
time  to  Captain  Wynne,  or  to  you,  or  to  any  of  your  brother  officers  ? — No, 
except  that  there  was  very  violent  gestures  and  crying,  “ Turn  him  out,  kick  him 
out.” 

2927.  What  were  the  violent  gestures  you  speak  of? — They  were  all  crowding 
together  and  saying  “ Turn  him  out,”  and  lifting  their  hands,  but  not  in  the  same 
marked  manner  as  the  other  gentleman. 

2928.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  say  anything  to  the  chairman? — X did. 

2929.  What  did  you  hear  him  say  ? — The  purport  was  that  he  should  bind 
Captain  Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace,  or  put  him  under  arrest. 

2930.  Did  he  say  why  ? — I do  not  remember  his  words. 

2931.  Did  Captain  Wynne  say  anything  after  Mr.  O’Brien  had  addressed  the 
chairman  ? — He  did. 

2932.  What  did  he  say  ? — He  said  that  he  had  been  interrupted  at  a word  that 
might  give  offence,  but  that  he  would  not  be  put  off  his  temper  by  their 
interruptions,  and  that  he  was  going  to  say,  that  if  any  one  imputed  personal 
motives  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  he  would  treat  all  such  with 
contempt. 

2933.  Had  the  chairman  interfered  to  gain  him  permission  to  speak,  or  did 
he  say  it  of  himself  ? — The  chairman  had;  1 think  he  got  upon  a chair  to  make 
himself  better  heard. 

2934.  Was  that  the  end  of  the  meeting,  or  did  anything  else  take  place  after 
Captain  Wynne  had  made  that  explanation  ? — At  one  part  of  the  meeting  Major 
Macnamara  was  called  upon  for  the  lists  of  charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  and  I am 
not  sure  whether  it  was  before  or  after  that;  I know  the  Liscannor  meeting  was 
appointed  after  that  to  investigate  the  charges. 

-935-  It  may  have  been  after  that? — It  may  have  been  after  that. 

293d.  Were  you  near  enough  to  Cornelius  O’Brien  to  judge  of  his  manner 
0.105.  x 3 and 
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and  his  tone  when  he  spoke  of  the  officers  of  the  Board,  addressing  Captain 
Wynne? — I was. 

2937.  In  your  judgment,  was  he  in  good  temper? — In  my  judgment  lie  was 
very  angry  ; he  was  including  the  whole  of  the  Board,  and  their  officers,  and 
Captain  Wynne,  and  Dean  Stackpoole,  in  a charge  of  conspiracy  against  him. 
either  a vile  or  foul  conspiracy,  and  he  did  not  care  who  took  it  to  himself. 

2938.  When  he  addressed  those  words,  to  whom  did  he  address  them  ? — I took 
them  to  be  peculiarly  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne. 

2939.  Were  you  near  enough  to  judge,  from  the  tone  and  expression  of  those 
words,  whether  anything  personal,  as  between  two  gentlemen,  was  intended  by 
Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I believe  it  was  intended  as  personal ; I was  not  so  far  from  him 
as  I am  from  you. 

2940.  In  your  opinion,  those  words  were  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne  as 
words  personal,  as  between  a gentleman  and  a gentleman  ? — They  were. 

2941.  To  make  a personal  quarrel  of  it? — To  make  a personal  quarrel;  and 
after  that  he  called  upon  the  chairman  to  bind  him  over  to  keep  the  peace. 

2942.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  led  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  saying  it  was  a con- 
spiracy ? — The  reading  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters  ; it  was  subsequent  to  that. 

2943.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  Mr.  O’Brien  say  that  no  notice  of  his  letters 
had  been  given  to  him  ? — He  said  that  if  he  had  not  opposed  the  officers  of  the 
Board,  hewould  have  received  different  treatment  at  their  hands  ; and  that  the 
secretary  would  have  sent  him  notice. 

2944.  He  did  complain  that  he  had  received  no  notice  of  those  letters  ? — He  did. 

2945.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare,  Mr. 
O’Brien,  did  not  complain  that  there  was  an  opportunity  given  to  one  side  of  live 
days’  notice,  and  not  at  all  to  him  ? — He  did,  at  Liscannor. 

2946.  Was  the  fact  so,  that  five  days’  notice  was  given? — I cannot  speak  posi- 
tively, but  I believe  there  were  some  days’  notice  given  ; but  I understood  that 
the  reading  of  the  letters  was  the  notice  intended  for  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  that  the 
complaint  might  be  investigated  afterwards.  Tbis  was  not  the  meeting  at  which 
those  charges  were  to  be  investigated,  but  a subsequent  meeting  on  the  17th  was 
appointed  to  investigate  them. 

2947.  1 have  asked  you  about  the  tone  and  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  when  he 
spoke  to  Captain  Wynne;  I must  now  ask  you,  in  your  judgment  what  was  the 
temper  of  Captain  Wynne  at  that  time,  when  he  was  so  addressed,  and  during 
the  rest  of  the  meeting  ? — He  was  perfectly  composed ; I never  saw1  a man  under 
such  trying  circumstances  keep  his  temper  so  well. 

2948.  Did  he  use  any  expression  in  his  manner,  or  show  any  intention  of 
personally  offending  or  insulting  Mr.  O’Brien,  or  any  person  there?  — No; 
Archdeacon  Whiity,  the  chairman,  said  to  me  afterwards,  if  he  were  ever  placed 
in  such  trying  circumstances  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to  conduct  himself  as 
Captain  Wynne  had  done. 

2949.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Archdeacon  Whitty,  the  chairman, 
did  not  make  an  apology  to  Mr.  O’Brien  for  reading  those  letters? — He  said,  “I 
am  sorry  to  be  asked  to  read  these  letters and  Mr.  O’Brien  said,  “ Go  on.” 

2950.  I am  desired  to  ask,  was  not  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  near  enough  to 
hear  the  letters  read? — He  was,  perfectly. 

2951.  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  he  was  near  enough  at  the  time  he  said, 
“Go  on”? — The  letters  were  in  course  of  reading,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  heard  them; 
and  Archdeacon  Whitty  said,  “I  am  sorry  to  be  reading  these  letters;”  and  Mr. 
O’Brien  said,  “ Go  on.” 

2952.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  Mr.  O’Brien  ask  Captain  Wynne  to  whom 
the  letters  referred? — He  did. 

2953.  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  any  answer  ? — He  did  not  tell  him  to  whom 
they  referred. 

2954.  Did  he  make  any  answer  ? — I think  he  said  it  would  appear  on  the 
reading  of  the  letters. 

2955.  Did  he  say  that  offensively  ? — No. 

2956.  Or  shortly,  to  stop  the  inquiry  further? — No,  he  handed  them  to  Arch- 
deacon Whitty,  and  then  Mr.  O’Brien  asked  to  whom  they  referred,  and  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  said  it  would  appear  on  the  reading  of  them. 

2957.  Did  he  say  so,  in  your  judgment,  in  an  offensive  way  to  Mr.  O’Brien  r — 

I did  not  take  it  at  all  offensive. 

2958.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  that  the  first  notice  of  the  letters  ? — It  was. 

2 959- 
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-959-  By  handing  them  to  the  chairman  at  the  meeting? — It  was. 

2960.  Mr.  Williams.]  Had  Mr.  O'Brien  complained  that  the  contents  oftiio*e 

letters  had  not  been  made  known  to  him  before?— He  did  after  the  reading  of 
them.  0 

2961.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  tnere  any  opposition  made  to  the  proposal 
iur  withdrawing  from  the  court-house  to  the  jury-room  ?— 1 There  was  by  Major 
Macnamara,  and  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  by  people  in  the  body  of  the  court-house". 

2002.  They  resisted  that  proposition- — They  resisted  it,  and  said  the  investiga- 
tion shoulii  be  public.  " 0 

2963.  io  what  extent  did  they  go?  — One  man  outside  said  it  should  be  a 
public  meeting,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

2 ft  How  was  that  opposition  overcome  ?— Captain  Wynne  said  he  would 
not  hold  tnc  investigation  in  public ; in  consequence  of  the  excitement,  it  was  likelv 
to  lead  to  very  injurious  efteets. 

21)65  And  then  tile  opposition  was  withdrawn  ? — It  was  withdrawn,  and  Arch- 
deacon Wliitty  interfered,  and  said  it  would  be  much  better  to  withdraw. 

egbh.  21r.  Biirtlnack.]  Did  they  ultimately  approve  of  tile  withdrawal  into  the 
jury-room  r— I think  not;  I think  they  stated  they  wished  to  have  it  held  in  open 
court,  and  they  resisted  ; but  when  Captain  Wynne  said  he  would  not  hold  if  in 
public,  and  Archdeacon  W bitty  said  the  oilier  was  the  proper  place,  they  all 
adjourned ; they  adjourned  because  the  investigation  would  not  have  been  held  i-i 
tne  court. 

2907.  Mr.  Belles:}  Were  any  individual  cases  of  bribery  brought  forward 
i was  surprised,  alter  the  strong  language  that  had  been  used  by  Major  Macna- 
niara,  denominating  them  infamous  characters,  that  nothing  was  proved  at  that 
meeting.  r 

296S.  Was  any  case  brought  forward  ?— No,  not  of  bribery ; be  mentioned  a man 
o*  the  name  of  Comyn,  but  they  proved  nothing  against  him. 

2969.  Did  he  mention  any  other  person  ?— He' may  have  done  so,  bull  cannot 
recollect  the  names;  and  I was  only  surprised,  with  his  knowledge  of  the  district 
and  there  being  so  many  stewards  in  it,  and  with  the  difficulty  Sf  o-ettinn-  propel 
stewards,  and  the  necessity  of  employing  persons  of  indifferent  qualifications,  that 
he  could  not  bring  specific  charges. 

2970.  Did  the  stewards  make  up  the  accounts  ? — No ; the  check  clerks. 

2971.  The  stewards  may  not  have  been  able  to  write  ? No. 

2972.  M ere  there  any  of  the  check  clerks  unable  to  read  or  write  ?— Not  that 
1 am  aware  of;  it  would  be  incompatible  with  their  duties. 


S.  G anile.  Esq. 
14  May  1847. 


Luna,  17°  die  Maii,  1847. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Uynne,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 


CA£  you  tel1  ^ Committee  about  how  many  free 

chm™a“sh^ 

abom'toft ^ 

29051  fti:5  constltuents  of  the  two  Members  for  that  county  ?— Yes. 

' x 4 2976.  D< 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
17  May  1847. 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
17  May  1847. 


2976.  Do  you  mean  80  in  Liscannor  alone  ? — Liscannor  alone  ; that  is  the 

two  parishes.  , T . 

2977.  What  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  whole  amount  on  the  Liscannor 

list? — I should  say  about  one-twentieth.  _ 

2978.  About  how  many  were  there  upon  the  Liscannor  list  r— About  1,800. 

2979.  About  how  many  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  were  placed  on  the  lists, 
without  reference  to  circumstances  at  all?  I think,  at  least  500. 

2980.  Of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  ? — Yes. 

2981.  Placed  on  the  relief  lists' — The  impression  on  my  mind  is  there  was 
very  nearly  that ; I am  not  quite  prepared  to  say  heads  of  families,  for  we 
found  in  parts  of  the  lists  four  members  of  the  same,  family  ; and  we  found 
also  names  of  great  numbers  of  people  who  did  not  exist  in  the  parish,  whom, 
upon  the  closest  investigation,  we  never  could  trace  in  any  way. 

2982.  Mr.  Worthy Do  you  include  in  that  500  the  numbers  of  tenants’ 
families  ? — Only  those  employed. 

2983.  About  how  many  heads  of  families  1 — I should  say  about  200  heads  of 
families. 

2984.  Chairman.']  And  300  more  for  parties  connected  with  them  as  the 
members  of  their  families  ? — I should  be  inclined  to  say  so,  but  I have  not  made 


the  calculation. 

2985.  You  use  the  word  comfortable  as  connected  with  “ farmers  and  free- 
holders, and  in  some  cases  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien can  you  prove  to-day  which 
of  those  persons  were  comfortable  ? — I can. 

2986.  Have  you  got  any  list  of  them  ? — I have. 

2987.  What  is  the  number  of  them  contained  in  the  list  who  were  in  comfort- 
able circumstances? — We  have  not  extracted  the  whole  of  the  numbers ; we 
confine  ourselves  to  about  100. 

2988.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Is  that  100  of  all  the  persons  employed  ?— One 
hundred  out  of  all  the  persons  employed,  as  far  as  we  have  gone  ; we  have  not 
gone  through  the  entire  list. 

2989.  Chairman.']  Will  you  give  us  any  other  relief  lists  in  which  the  same 
circumstances  have  occurred  ? — I can  mention  Clondegad. 

2Q90.  Have  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  anything  to  do  with  thatr 
—No. 

2991.  All  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien’s  tenants  were  on  the  Liscannor  list  ? — Yes. 
There  were  tenants  in  some  other  parts  of  the  county ; there  was  Inchequin 
and  Kilmealy. 

2992.  First,  those  with  which  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  are  con- 
nected?— We  have  confined  ourselves  to  Liscannor  in  the  first  place;  with 
regard  to  Fisher-street,  I merely  stated  that  they  were  on  the  works ; I had  no 
list,  and  therefore  I could  not  state  that  they  were  put  on  by  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Clare,  Major  Macnamara. 

2993.  You  state,  “ From  Fisher-street  relief  committee,  as  I have  already 
stated,  I have  never  received  any  lists ; I find,  however,  that  very  great  abuses 
have  existed  there,  and  that  large  numbers  of  comfortable  farmers  and  free- 
holders have  been  employed  on  the  public  works,  more  especially  in  Killilagn, 
tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnamara,  chairman”? — You  will  see, 
“ vide  the  return  of  Captain  Gordon,”  likewise  at  the  bottom. 

2994.  How  many  freeholders  were  put  on  in  the  parish  of  Killilagh? — I am 
not  prepared  to  say. 

2995.  How  many  were  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I cannot  say ; I propose 
to  prove  that  by  Captain  Gordon. 

2996.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  any  other  parish  or  district  where  similar 
circumstances  have  occurred  with  which  the  two  Honourable  Members  for  Clare, 
or  either  of  them,  had  anything  to  do  ? — I am. 

2997.  Which? — Ennistimon.  f 

2998.  How  many  freeholders  were  put  on ; how  many  tenants  of  either  01 
the  Honourable  Members  ? — I am  not  aware  that  tenants  of  either  of  the 
Honourable  Members  were. 

2999.  How  many  freeholders  ? — I cannot  say  $ Captain  Gordon  will  be  able 
to  say. 

3000.  You  only  speak  as  to  Liscannor,  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes.  , 

3001.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  there  freeholders  or  tenants  of  other  landlords  w 

that  list,  generally  speaking  ? — There  were,  generally  speaking.  „. 
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3002.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  What  is  the  whole  population  of  the  Liscannor  district  ? 
— I cannot  say  from  recollection. 

3003.  Mr.  W.  Williams  ~]  Were  the  freeholders  ortenantsof  other  landlords 
persons  also  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Some  of  them  were. 

3004.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Do  you  know  the  acreage  of  the  Liscannor  district? 
— I cannot  recollect  it. 

3005.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Have  you  calculated  of  the  proportion  of 
tenants  of  other  landlords,  who  were  put  on  to  the  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— I 
have  formed  a calculation  ; I am  under  the  impression  they  were  not  put  on  in 
the  same  proportion. 

3005*.  Which  had  most: — Mr.  O’Brien. 

3006.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Is  that  in  proportion  to  the  whole  tenants  belonging 
to  the  lands  ? — Yes. 

3007.  Do  you  consider  the  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  generally,  to  be  in  a 
state  of  greater  destitution,  on  account  of  their  holding  mountain  land,  than 
those  of  other  landlords  r — No,  they  are  generally  considered  more  comfort- 
able. 

3008.  In  what  respect  more  comfortable  ?— In  the  general  acceptation  of 
the  word  ; the}  are  able  to  live  better,  and  in  more  comfortable  circumstances; 
in  fact,  they  have  better  houses  decidedly,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  that. 

3009.  Is  their  having  better  houses  the  principal  distinction  between  them 
and  the  tenants  of  other  landlords  ? — I should  think  that  it  was.  I have  heard 
that  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants  were  not  so  well  housed ; nevertheless  they 
were  much  more  comfortable  than  Mr.  O’Brien’s. 

3010.  In  what  respect  ?— They  had  larger  holdings,  and  had  more  stock, 
and  were  better  able  to  meet  the  visitation. 

3011.  They  were  a better  class  of  farmers  ? — Larger  ; stronger  we  call  them 
in  that  country. 

3012.  Chairman.]  Were  the  tenants  of  other  landlords  in  the  same  district, 
being  in  equally  good  circumstances  with  those  of  Major  Macnamara  and 
Mr.  O’Brien,  put  on  the  relief  lists  ?— I think  in  some  instances  they  were, 
but  not  to  the  same  amount ; not  the  same  numbers. 

3013.  Were  they  put  on  in  an  equal  proportion  to  the  number  of  their 
tenants  ? — No,  I do  not  think  they  were. 

3014.  Were  they  put  on  in  other  districts,  as  well  as  Liscannor  district? 

Oh  yes. 


Captain  Henry  William  Gordon,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3015.  Chairman.^  ARE  you  in  the  Army? — I am. 

3016.  Have  you  been  employed  in  Ireland  under  the  Board  of  Works? — 
I have. 

3017.  How  long? — Since  March  1846. 

_ 3°  1 3-  What  has  been  your  station  in  the  employment? — I have  been  sta- 
tioned in  Roscommon,  Sligo,  Mayo,  Cork,  and  Clare. 

3019.  When  did  you  first  go  to  Clare  ? — At  the  end  of  January  1847. 

3020.  What  was  your  office  under  the  Board  of  Works  in*  the  county  of 
Clare  ? — Inspecting  officer. 

3021.  Did  you  succeed  any  other  gentleman  in  the  same  situation? — I suc- 
ceeded Captain  Wynne. 

3022.  Were  you  in  communication  with  the  Liscannor  relief  committee 
after  you  succeeded  Captain  Wynne  ? — I was. 

3023.  In  the  execution  of  your  duty  in  that  district,  was  it  your  province  to 
make  yourself  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  put  on  the 
relief  lists  ? — Certainly. 

. 3024-  Did  you  acquire  sufficient  knowledge  and  information  respecting  those 
circumstances  to  be  able  to  state  to  the  Committee  whether  any  comfortable 
J™ers>  or  freeholders,  or  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  were  put  upon  that  list  ?— 
I did  not  take  any  steps  concerning  the  freeholders  until  I came  to  town;  but 
certainly  many  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  were. 

302.5*  TV  ill  you  look  at  the  list  handed  in  by  Captain  Wynne,  and  inform  us 
whether  you  are  able  to  speak  to  any  of  those  tenants,  or  the  heads  of  families 
of  the  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  being  in  comfortable  circumstances  at  the 
time  ?—  I can  speak  to  some  of  them. 

°‘l05-  Y 3026.  Could 


Capt.  E-  Wynne. 
17  May  1847. 
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Capt.  3026.  Could  you  mention  them  by  name,  or  could  you  give  us  any  list? 

H.  W.  Gordon.  I am  not  able  to  judge  from  personal  knowledge  of  those  persons ; the  only 

— way  I am  able  to  obtain  any  information  is  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  list ; by  comparing 

17  May  1847.  t]ie  number  of  acres  with  the  number  of  acres  in  the  valuation  ; and,  by  a list 
furnished  to  me  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  afterwards,  which  differed  in 
many  points  from  the  original  lists  furnished  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  which  list  I 
checked  in  committee  afterwards. 

3027.  Have  you  any  other  mode  ? — I have  this  registry  of  the  census  of  the 
parish  of  Liscannor,  furnished  to  me  by  the  relief  committee. 

3028.  What  is  the  date  of  that? — It  is  subsequent  to  the  lists  ; but  it  con- 
tains more  information  than  they  do. 

3029.  Is  that  furnished  by  the  Liscannor  committee? — It  is. 

3030.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  at  the  time 
that  list  was  furnished  to  you  ? — Mr.  John  Macnamara. 

3031.  What  relation  is  he  to  the  Honourable  Member  ? — A brother. 

3032.  Mr.  O’Brien  had  left  Ireland  for  London,  at  that  time,  I suppose  1— 
He  had. 

3033.  So  that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  those  lists  when  they  were 
furnished  to  you  ? — He  had  none. 

3034.  But  whether  you  refer  to  those  lists  you  have  put  in,  or  to  the  lists 
signed  by  the  Honourable  Member  himself,  if  you  ascertain  the  holding-,  is 
there  anything  to  show  the  circumstances  of  the  persons,  independent  of  the 
quantity  of  land  they  occupy  ? — The  valuation,  and  also  the  number  of  cattle 
put  down  opposite  each  name. 

3°35-  The  valuation  to  the  poor  rate? — Yes. 

3036.  Do  you  find  a similar  column  for  that,  with  a similar  number  of  cattle 
that  each  man  kept,  on  either  of  the  lists  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — In  none  of 
Mr.  Brien’s  lists ; I did  subsequently  in  the  list  furnished  by  Mr.  John  Mac- 
namara. 

3037.  That  source  of  information  which  appears  in  the  book  furnished  to 
you  after  Mr.  O’Brien  left,  is  wanting  in  the  one  supplied  by  him  ?— Yes.  I 
should  remark,  that  in  the  employment  lists  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
there  was  no  column  for  stock. 

3038-  The  lists  furnished  by  Mr.  O’Brien  while  he  was  chairman,  had  no 
column  put  in  officially  by  the  Board  of  Works  which  would  furnish  that  piece 
of  information  you  have  since  obtained  ? — I believe  some  of  them  had,  and 
some  had  not;  but  it  was  not  a column  considered  necessary  at  the  first 
commencement  of  the  Labour-rate  Act. 

3039.  Are  you  satisfied,  upon  the  grounds  you  have  stated,  that  many 
persons  being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  were 
put  upon  the  relief  lists  at  the  time  he  was  chairman  ?— Certainly. 

3040. ^  Can  you  say  generally  about  how  many  comfortable  tenants  of  Mr. 

O Brien  s were  put  on  ( — I should  say  at  least  from  300  to  400  persons  who 
ought  never  to  have  been  upon  the  works,  in  that  division  alone. 

3041.  Do  you  speak  of  heads  of  families  or  families  ? — I am  speaking  of  the 
members  of  families ; I do  not  consider  the  freeholders  the  most  comfortable 
persons  upon  the  works.  There  were  more  freeholders  from  the  property  of 
Mr.  O’Brien  than  from  the  rest  of  the  electoral  division. 

3042.  I was  asking  as  to  the  tenants  ? — I will  mark  the  names  of  the  tenants; 
Terence  M’Donough,  Carhuduff. 

. 3043-  Mr. Solicitor-General.']  Is  he  a tenant? — He  is  returned  in  the  valua- 
tion as  a direct  tenant  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ; he  has  12  acres  of  land,  and  is  valued 
at  3 t.  1 0 s.  in  the  poor-law  valuation,  which  is  always  considered  under  the 
gross  annual  value.  The  gross  annual  value  of  the  land  is  81.  4 s.  9 id. 
He  has  only  one  cow. 

3044.  Have  you  any  knowledge  regarding  the  land,  whether  it  is  mountain 
land  .'—I  should  say  from  the  valuation  it  was  bad  land,  mountain  land. 

3045.  But  you  have  no  knowledge  of  your  own? — No;  but  the  valuation 
speaks  invariably  for  the  land. 

3046.  Mr.  Belleze.]  Does  it  appear  how  many  persons  of  Terence  Mac- 
donough s family  were  upon  the  works? — It  does,  at  a subsequent  period. 

3°47-  v\  as  there  more  than  one  person  in  the  family  ? At  the  end  of 

February  there  were  three  out  of  the  family  upon  the  list;  but  that  was 
subsequent  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  being  in  the  county. 

3048.  Sir 
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304S.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  How  many  were  there  in  family  ?— Nine,  as  it  is  stated. 

3049.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Are  you  aware  whether  his  potatoes  had  failed,  or 
whether  he  had  any  corn  by  him  at  the  time  ?• — I am  not. 

3050.  Chairman .j  Have  you  any  knowledge,  of  your  own  whether  he  is  in 
a state  of  destitution  or  not  ? — My  opinion  always  was,  that  a person  who  had 
one  cow  was  not  a fit  object  for  the  relief  works. 

3051.  Mr.  Bortlmich.]  Had  he  one  cow  when  he  was  put  on  the  works  ? — 
He  had  one  at  the  time  he  was  returned,  a month  ago,  and  therefore  if  he 
had  been  in  destitution  he  could  not  have  purchased  it  since. 

3052.  Mr.  Jl . Jf  illiams .j  Was  he  one  of  the  persons  you  removed  when  you 

came  into  the  district I took  every  person  off  the  list  who  had  seven  acres, 
until  subsequent  inquiry,  and  generally  speaking,  those  persons  were  returned 
again  to  me,  saying,  that  they  would  starve  if  they  were  not  put  upon  the 
works.  ' 1 

3°53-  Chairman.]  In  any  of  those  cases  where  that  representation  was  made, 
although  there  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  their  being  in  good  circumstances, 
did  you  make  any  personal  investigation?—!  never  put  them  upon  the  works 
it  1 had  information  from  the  committee  to  state  they  had  two  cows. 

3054  But  when  it  was  stated  that  they  would  starve  if  not  placed  on  the 
works,  did  you  make  any  personal  investigation  ? — I was  quite  satisfied  that  no 
person  would  starve  so  long  as  lie  had  two  cows,  and  therefore  I did  not  think 
it  necessary  to  make  any  inquiry. 

30,55.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  This  person  having  one  cow,  did  you  allow  him  to 
come  back  after  you  had  dismissed  him  ?— There  were  so  many  persons  on  the 
works  with  so  many  head  of  cattle,  that  a line  was  drawn,  that  a person  having 
tw-o  cows  should  not  be  put  on  the  works,  and  therefore  it  would  have  been 
injudicious  to  make  such  a sweeping  clause  as  to  have  turned  off  those  with 
one  cow,  until  the  confusion  of  turning  off  the  others  had  subsided.  This  man 
continued  upon  the  works. 

3056.  You  thought  Mm  a fit  object  to  remain  upon  the  works  ? — I did  not 
consider  him  a fit  object  to  remain  upon  the  works : hut  at  the  time  it  was 
stated  that  these  parties  were  so  destitute  that  they  would  starve  if  they  were 
not  put  upon  the  works. 

3057.  And  for  that  reason  you  took  them  back  ? — Yes. 

305S.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  There  was  a circular  from  the  Board  of  Works 
as  to  the  6 l.  rating  ? — Yes,  certainly ; and  there  was  a much  stronger  one  than 
the  one  from  the  Board  of  Works. 

3059.  Chairman.]  Do  you  put  in  a circular  received  from  the  Board  of 
Works } — From  the  Relief  Commission. 

3060.  Is  this  a copy  of  it  ? — This  was  sent  to  me  as  the  original,  to  be  acted 
upon. 


Circular  to  the  Secretary  or  each  Relief  Committee. 

Commissariat  Relief  Office,  Dublin  Castle, 
S,rj  . 8 December  1846. 

Commissary-general  Sir  Randolph  I.  Routli  has  received  directions  from  Government  to 
impress  on  each  relief  committee  the  importance  of  closely  investigating  the  grounds  on 
which  employment  on  the  public  works  shall  be  sought  by  each  applicant. 

. Any  want  of  attention  to  this  essential  preliminary  duty,  necessarily  leads  to  the  admis- 
sion of  persons  to  the  public  works  who  may  not  require  relief,  or  may  require  it  less  than 
other  applicants  whom  they  exclude. 

To  admit  all  applicants  would  be  productive  of  ruinous  consequences,  and  is  not 
necessary,  as  many  persons  who  apply  are  known  to  have  other  resources.  A scrutiny 
is,  therefore,  indispensable,  to  keep  down  the  amount  of  local  taxation  which  the 
dasse  occas*on’  as  weI*  as  to  distribute  the  employment  among  the  really  necessitous 

Applicants  who  have  not  any  land  should  not  be  admitted  on  the  registry  for  einplov- 
+^e+f Munt: 4, xt  H.  clearJy  ascertained  that  they  cannot  get  work  in  their  usual  pursuits ; 
tftat  they  have  been  tor  some  time  unemployed,  and  have  no  other  present  source  of 
maintenance.  r 

Applicants  who  have  land  should  not  be  registered,  unless  the  committee  shall  be  satisfied 
that  every  person  admitted  is  actually  destitute  of  means  of  subsistence,  and  cannot  obtain 
thmn  otherwise  than  by  employment  on  the  public  works. 
u?“e  ®xtfnt  °*  ^nd  held  by  each  applicant  should  be  carefully  ascertained:  and 
although  there  are  cases  in  which  holders  of  a larger  quantity  than  has  been  ordi- 
narily held  for  potato  crop,  may  be  rendered  destitute  by  some  combination  of 

0,1  °J*  Y 2 unfortunate 
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unfortunate  circumstances,  still  it  is  considered  that  the  occupation  of  more  land  than 
may  have  been  used  for  producing  the  yearly  supply  of  potatoes,  must  be  held  by  the 
committee  as  disqualifying  the  applicants  from  employment,  without  satisfactory  evidence 
of  destitution,  as  well  as  proof  of  inability  to  procure  subsistence,  unless  employed  on 
public  works. 

Each  committee  should  apply  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  union,  for  permission  to 
extract  from  the  rate  book,  or  to  receive  from  the  clerk  of  the  union  (on  makino-  compen- 
sation out  of  the  relief  fund),  a list  of  the  occupiers  of  land  in  each  townland  within  the 
relief  district  from  which  applications  for  employment  shall  be  made. 

It  is  considered  that  any  person  whose  land  may  be  valued  on  the  rate  books  at  6 1 
or  upwards,  is  likely  to  possess  means  of  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family 
without  resorting  to  the  relief  works ; and  the  application  of  every  such  person  should 
therefore  be  rejected  at  once,  unless  the  most  undoubted  evidence  of  destitution  shall  be 
presented. 

In  fixing  on  “ 6 l.  or  upwards,”  as  an  amount  of  value  requiring  rejection  of  the  applicant 
it  is  not  intended  that  lower  amounts  should  be  regarded  as  entitling  the  occupiers  of  such 
lesser  holdings  to  admission  without  questioning  the  necessity  for  relief  in  each  case.  Iu 
every  case  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  is  necessary  for  public  protection,  and  the  committee 
cannot  shrink  from  the  duty  of  making  it. 

The  evidence  of  destitution  which  the  committee  should  require  is  not  intended  to  be 
ordinary  viva  voce  testimony,  but  searching  local  investigation,  made  in  committee  as  well 
as  in  the  townlands. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  W.  Stanley,  Secretary. 

3061.  Did  you  at  the  same  time,  or  ever,  receive  any  other  instructions  from. 
Government  specially  addressed  to  you  regarding  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants?— 
None  whatever. 

3062.  Or  the  Board  of  Works? — None  whatever. 

3063.  Did  you  from  Captain  Wynne  ? — Captain  Wynne  alluded  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, but  I declined  entering  into  any  inquiry  as  regarded  the  freeholders, 
or  concerning  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  particularly,  until  I received  positive 
orders. 

_ 3064-  When  did  Captain  Wynne  mention  that  to  you  ?— On  the  occasion  of 
his  coming  down  to  Ennis,  after  having  been  in  Dublin,  some  time  after  the 
letters  were  published. 

3065.  About  how  long  after  was  it?— It  was  about  the  25th  or  26th  of 
February. 

3066.  He  made  some  representations  respecting  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  ?— 
No ; I saw  the  statement  that  had  been  made  in  the  blue  book,  but  my  time 
was  so  occupied,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  make  any  investigation  into  Air. 
O’Brien’s  property  more  than  into  any  other  part  of  the  district. 

.3067.  And  you  declined  to  do  it  until  you  had  instructions  from  the  Govern- 
ment i Exactly ; and  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  me  to  give  up  all  other 
duties  to  do  so. 

3068.  And  you  did  not  do  it?— I was  unable  to  do  it  until  I came  to  Lon- 
don—I have  v ery  little  doubt  but  what  every  relief  committee  received  that 
circular. 

3069.  Did  you  act  upon  it  after  receiving  it  ?— Certainly ; I had  previously 
acted  upon  one  from  the  Board  of  Works. 

3070.  Mr.  Bellew.'}  Six  pounds  is  the  gross  value,  I take  it  to  be  ? — Yes. 

3071.  Chairman.]  Do  you  hand  in  a copy  of  the  instructions  received  from 
Mr._  Redington,  dated  Dublin  Castle,  23d  October  1846,  on  which  you  acted 
until  the  period  when  you  received  the  instructions  which  you  have  before 
handed  in  ? — Exactly. 

Gentlemen,  Dublin  Castle,  23  October  1846. 

1 am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Excellency’s  attention 
having  been  called  to  the  class  of  persons  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  on  relief 
works,  he  desires  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Board,  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  no  person  should  be  employed  whose  tenements  are  valued  under  the  poor 
law  at  6 l.  per  annum  or  upwards,  unless  in  undoubted  destitution,  nor  the  sons  of  persons 
so  circumstanced. 

His  Excellency  farther  desires,  that  the  officers  will  report  to  the  Board  all  cases  in  which 
the  payments  have  not  been  made  weekly  as  directed,  and  that  no  person  employed  under 
the  Board  should  be  engaged  in  the  “ truck”  system,  or  in  the  sale  of  spirits  or  food  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  works,  under  pain  of  dismissal. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

(signed)  T.  N.  Redington. 

3072.  To 
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3072-  To  whom  was  that  sent  ?— From  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Board  of 
n orks,  and  afterwards  from  the  Board  of  Works  it  was  circulated  to  the  dif 
ferent  inspecting  officers. 

3073-  Bo  you  believe  it  was  also  circulated  among  the  relief  committees 

dresseT  “ ™S’  ^ * bebCTe  the  b‘Ue  book  wU1  State  to  whom  k was  ad- 

. 1 3°i4-  ,Ml;  O’Brien  ] Are  you  aware  that  it  is  differently  printed  in 

the  blue  book  r-i  am  not ; probably  the  one  in  the  blue  book  was  the  one  sent 
30 y o • Are  there  two  copies,  each  different  from  the  other  ?— They  are  the 
circulars  that  were  sent.  J 

M30fe6dC“r"‘?-],W?^  refe  t0  the  letter  of  the  October,  sent  by 
Mr  Redmgton  to  be  found  at  page  150  of  the  blue  book,  and  compare  it 
with  the  printed  letter  you  have  just  put  in,  purporting  to  be  of  the  same  date, 
and  from  the  same  person,  and  to  the  same  parties,  and  tell  me  if  you  find  any 
ffifferencef~-Un  ess  m undoubted  destitution,"  is  put  in  the  circular  from 

? T 1 ,could  "ot  saY  whether  I received  this  circular  from  the 
Hoard  of  Works  or  direct  from  the  Castle. 

ra3077.Does  it  purport  to  be  sent  by  the  same  gentleman  as  the  letter  at 
page  loO,  and  does  it  bear  the  same  date? — It  does. 

3078.  And  is  it  nearly  in  the  same  words,  but  with  the  difference  to  which 
you  have  just  called  the  attention  of  the  Committee  ?— The  words,  “ Unless  in 
undoubted  destitution,”  are  inserted  in  the  letter. 

blue°iook°mitted  ’n  the  l6tter  “ the  blUe  b°°k  ?~0m5tted  in  the  letter  m the 

3080.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien]  Look  at  page  1 7 in  180  r— The  letter  in  180  is 
exactly  the  same. 

^3081.  Mr.  Borthxdch ] The  same  as  the  circular  you  hold  in  your  hand? 

3082.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.’]  You  must  see,  c:  Unless  in  undoubted  destitu- 
tion, opens  the  whole  question,  as  allowing  a discretion  r— The  discretion 
was  always  allowed.  The  committee  understood  it  so.  I am  sure  every  in- 
specting officer  in  every  district  received  that  circular.  y 

30S3.  Mr.  BellewJ]  You  acted  upon  it  ? — Yes. 

book^4'  Y°U  neVei*  SaW  the  bIUe  book?—I  never  saw  the  circular  in  the  blue 

3°S5.  Mr.  Borthwiek.]  Suppose  you  had  received,  instead  of  the  circular  in 
your  hand,  the  circular  which  is  printed  in  the  blue  hook,  would  you  not  then 
have  felt  yourself  at  liberty  to  make  the  exception ; because  it  says,  “ I am 
directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  acquaint  you  that  His  Excellency’s  attention 
having  been  called  to  the  class  of  persons  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  on 
the  relief  works,  he  desires  that  instructions  may  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the 

Board,  that  as  a general  rule  no  person not  as  a positive  rule,  thereby 

intimating  that,  as  to  a general  rule,  there  are  exceptions ; but  if  you  find  oases 
of  special  destitution,  would  you  not  under  this  letter  have  inserted  them  in 
your  lists  .-—I  should  have  been  opposed  in  any  committee,  even  if  those  words 
had  been  left  out  if  I had  said  no  person  valued  over  6 1.  should  he  employed  - 
they  would  say  the  circular  did  not  forbid  their  being  employed.  * 

30S6.  Would  you  have  felt  yourself  authorized  under  this  letter  as  it 
appears  m the  blue  book,  to  employ  the  persons  rated  above  6 l.  ? — I* should 
have  considered  myself  empowered  to  do  so,  and  in  the  present  instructions 
to  the  relief  committees  it  is  stated  that  no  relief  should  be  given  except  in 
cooked  food  and  it  has  not  had  the  desired  effect,  because  the  committee  are 
giving  out  the  meal  in  a dry  state. 

3087.  Mr.  Bellerc ■.]  I think  yon  stated  the  net  valuation  is  3 1.  10s.,  and  the 
gross  valuation  8/.  10*.?  I cannot  state  that;  it  is  the  valuation ; it  is  smaller 
an  many  cases. 

w 3°8I,S'  Pl,a,rma "•]  Can  y°u  at  all  account  for  the  letter,  as  it  appears  in  the 
^ 15,°’  differeM  from  the  letter  ^ Page  I Tin  180,  and 

in^v,CUwr  'TM7  °P“lon  ls’ Jt  is  a mistake,  the  same  as  many  other 
mistakes  m the  blue  books,  of  words  omitted. 

TnultsATdKin  tbe  STe  letter’  in  line  3’  is  there  not  also  another  mistake  in 
copying  .-—There  is : it  puts  “ desires,”  instead  of  “ directs.” 

s. 11  book,  “ He  directs  that  instructions,”  and  in  180  is 

it  He  desires  He  desires,”  and  in  the  printed  letter  it  is  the  same. 

0.10.-).  v n r 

J 3091.  L 
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3091.  I understand  you  to  state  that  you  have  put  in  a copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions upon  which  you  acted  ? — Certainly ; but  I had  previous  instructions  to 
those,  which  I will  give  in. 

3092.  Have  those  instructions,  on  which  you  acted  before  the  second  in- 
structions were  sent,  the  same  words,  “ unless  in  undoubted  destitution”? 

They  had  in  the  circular  I have  handed  in,  which  states  “ unless  in  undoubted 
destitution.” 

3093.  Which  is  a copy  of  the  previous  instructions  on  which  you  acted  ? 

These  are  instructions  to  relief  committees. 

3094.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  list  and  state  any  other  persons  who  were 
in  comfortable  circumstances  who  were  put  on  and  ought  not  to  have  been 
put  on  ; have  you  given  all  the  reasons  which  induced  you  to  believe  that  the 
person  whom  you  have  mentioned  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I do 
not  say  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but  I say  he  was  a person  who  ought  not 
to  have  been  on  the  relief  works  ; no  persons  should  have  been  on  the  relief 
works  unless  they  would  have  died  of  starvation. 

3095.  Do  you  mean  he  was  in  too  comfortable  circumstances  to  be  put  on 
the  relief  works  ? — The  fact  of  his  having  one  cow  ought  to  have  kept  him  off 
the  works. 

3096.  Mr.  JV.  Williams .]  You  say  he  ought  to  sell  the  cow  ? — Yes,  to  prevent 
the  small  ratepayer  selling  his,  in  order  to  allow  the  other  to  continue  upon  the 
works. 

3097.  Is  it  your  meaning  that  the  person  in  the  greatest  destitution  had  the 
first  claim,  and  those  who  were  more  comfortable  had  only  a secondary  claim  ? 

> — I considered  it  was  the  duty  of  the  relief  committees  to  register  the  names 
of  those  in  absolute  destitution,  without  either  land  or  stock ; after  that  had 
been  done,  then  the  parties  who  have  two  or  even  three  acres  of  land  are  the 
next  persons  I consider  to  be  put  on  the  lists  ; and  after  that  the  second  mem- 
bers of  the  largest  families ; and  then,  if  the  engineer  said,  “ I can  employ  more 
men,”  then  they  might  be  put  on  holding  more  than  three  or  four  acres,  but 
certainly  not  beyond  six  or  seven  acres  of  arable  land.  On  my  first  visiting 
this  district  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  who  stated  the 
destitution  was  daily  increasing,  and  without  work,  the  people  would  starve, 
in  consequence  of  the  persons  not  being  employed.  At  that  time  parties  were 
upon  the  works  who  should  not  have  been  upon  them ; and  amongst  others 
returned  was  Michael  Shannon,  who  has  20  acres  of  land ; its  value  is  seven 
guineas,  its  gross  annual  value  is  12  l. ; I consider  that  man  was  on  the  works 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  men  who  died. 

3098.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Is  he  a freeholder? — He  is  a freeholder,  and  not  only 
that,  he  is  connected  with  either  the  parish  priest  or  Roman-catholic  curate. 

3099.  What  is  your  reason  for  saying  that  ? — Because  I was  told  that  he 
was  brother  of  one  of  them. 

3 1 00.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Whose  tenant  is  he  ? — A tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3101.  Mr.  TVortley.]  Upon  what  ground  do  you  say  that  ? — It  appears  upon 
the  poor-law  valuation. 

3102.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.’]  What  is  the  date  of  the  valuation  ? — 1841. 

3103.  Mr.  Wortley.]  Does  he  appear  a direct  tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien? 
— Yes. 

3104.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Does  he  appear  as  a freeholder  ? — He  does  appear  as  a 
freeholder,  and  is  a brother  to  the  Roman- catholic  curate ; he  is  registered  52/1 
in  1844. 

3105..  Chairman .]  Is  his  name  in  that  list  I gave  you,  as  having  been 
handed  in  by  Captain  Wynne? — It  is. 

3106.  Mr.  Bortkwick.]  How  much  stock  has  he? — It  will  be  under  what 
he  has,  because  this  is  the  relief  committee’s  registry  (in  one  case  I found 
a person  returned  as  having  one  cow  where  he  had  four),  he  is  returned 
as  having  three  cows  and  14  acres  of  land. 

3107.  Chairman.]  Are  you  able  to  state  what  proportion  the  gross  annual 
value  bears  to  the  net  annual  value  ? — No,  I could  not. 

3105.  Does  it  state  what  sort  of  land? — -No,  it  does  not;  but  it  must  be 
much  better  land  than  Terence  Macdonough,  in  consequence  of  the  valuation. 

3109.  Mr.  JVortley .]  Can  you  give  us  any  notion  of  the  means  of  his 
brother  ? No,  I cannot;  I can  give  you  the  parish  priest’s  brother,  he  is  on 
the  works  also. 

3110.  Can 


by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE'S  LETTERS.  167 

3110.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  means  of  the  brother,  the  Roman- 
catholic  clergyman,  or  of  any  of  his  family  ?— No.  Perhaps  the  man  on  the  H. 
works  was  a more  comfortable  man  than  the  curate.  If  he  was  a poor  man 
he  will  appear  in  the  registry,  because  if  he  had  been  left  out  at  a subsequent  17 
period,  he  would  have  come  to  me  to  say  he  had  been  left  off  the  works  • 
whereas  no  man  came  to  me  to  say  he  had  been  left  off  the  works,  of  that  name! 

3ui.  Chairman.]  If  you  looked  at  this  list  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  dated 
the  5th  January  1S4“,  the  name  of  Michael  Shannon  there  has  only  seven 
acres  of  land  in  the  column  attached  to  it.  How  do  you  get  the  fact  that  he 
has  20  acres  of  laud  : — I get  the  fact  that  he  has  14  acres  of  land  here. 

31.12-  Will  you  show  how  you  get  the  20  acres.  Does  the  book  you  have 
put  in  state  where  the  14  acres  are  situated? — Yes,  at  Carhuduff. 

3113.  Is  that  the  same  place  in  which,  in  the  lists,  the  seven  acres  appear  ? 

— The  same  place. 

3114*  How  do  you  account  for  the  difference,  one  being  14  and  the  other 
se\  en : Because  his  land  was  concealed.  The  quantity  he  had  was  not  returned 
by  the  committee. 

jiiJ-  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Who  made  out  the  lists  giving  him  seven  acres  ?— 

The  list  that  came  in  giving  him  seven  acres  came  from  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3110.  W ho  made  out  the  list  giving  him  14  ? — The  same  committee. 

3117.  W ho  made  out  the  list  giving  him  20  ? — The  valuation. 

3 1 1 S.  Chairman.]  By  whom  was  it  signed  ?— By  the  clerk  of  the  engineer 
at  Ennistimon ; it  is  declared  to  be  a copy  of  the  poor-law  valuation. 

3Up.  Mr.  Bor th wick.]  There  are  two  lists,  of  which  one  signed  by  the 
chairman  assigns  to  this  man  seven  acres,  and  the  other,  sent  in  last  by  the 
committee,  assigns  1 4 ; and  then  there  comes  an  official  valuation  which  assigns 
20  acres ; is  that  correct  ?— I am  not  quite  certain  that  the  original  list  does 
not  put  down  more  than  seven. 

3 * .2°..  Mr.  Ilortley.]  W hich  of  the  three  lists  you  have  mentioned  do  you 
nnd  is  signed  by  Mr.  O'Brien  ? — The  list  with  seven  acres. 

3121  • And  that  alone  ? — And  that  alone. 

3122.  Mr.  Borthcick.]  Who  signed  the  14? — It  is  not  signed  at  all;  it  is 
an  exact  copy  of  the  registry. 

3 *23-  Chairman.]  You  say  the  list  with  seven  acres  is  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien; 
you  do  not  mean  he  wrote  it  out  ? — No ; the  secretary  to  the  committee  did, 
and  must  have  known  the  circumstances  of  each  applicant. 

3124  Why  ?— He  is  employed  by  Mr.  O'Brien;  I believe  he  is  the  son  of 
his  butler. 

31 25.  He  made  out  the  lists?— Yes,  he  made  out  the  lists  ; if  he  had  known 
any  person  on  the  list  who  ought  not  to  have  been  there,  it  was  his  dutv  to 
represent  it  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

. 3x2b.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  does  the  chairman  sign  to;  wliat  is  his 
signature  for  ? — To  the  application  to  be  put  upon  the  works. 

3127.  Is  it  his  duty  to  look  over  the  lists,  and  to  know  that  it  is  correct ; 
does  he  certify  it  and  verify  it  ?— He  should  do  so  ; but  a few  errors  might 
creep  in.  0 

31 2S.  Mr.  II . Williams.]  Would  you  make  it  a matter  of  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  of  every  man  put  upon  the  list? — Yes. 

3i29-  Mr.  Worthy 7]  Was  he  held  responsible;  did  he  employ  the  persons  ? 

— He  was  held  responsible. 

31 30.  Chairman.]  What  was  the  name  of  the  brother  of  Michael  Shannon? 

— lorn  Shannon. 

3131-  Lord  J.  Manners-]  Timothy  Shannon,  is  he  a brother  also  ? — I do  not 
know. 

3 32.  Chairman.]  How  far  is  Carhuduff  from  Liscannor,  where' the  commit- 
tee is  held ?— I do  not  know. 

31 33-  About  r Not  more  than  four,  or  five  miles  at  the  outside. 

-3 1 34-  Are  there  any  other  Michael  Shannons  upon  any  of  these  lists  ? — If 
there  was  a poor  man  of  the  same  name,  it  would  have  appeared  upon  the 
registry  furnished  to  me  subsequently  by  the  committee. 

3^35-  Will  you  find  the  name  of  any  other  person  who  was  put  on  the  list 
on  the  property  of  Mr.  O’Brien  whom  you  say  ought  not? — One  person  in  the 
list,  though  not  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  who  was  one  of  the  20  highest  rate- 
payers m Liscannor. 

0,1  °5'  Y4  3136.  Who 
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3 , 36.  Who  was  that  I— Widow  Flanagan  of  Killispuglionane ; she  had  30 
acres  of  land,  and  she  is  returned  to  me  bp  the  clerk  of  the  union,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a new  committee,  as  one  of  the  20  highest  ratepayers  in 
Liscannor. 

3137.  What  rate  does  she  pay  ?—  She  is  valued  at  25  l.  a year,  and  the  gross 
annual  value,  35  l.  15  s.  11  d. 

3138.  Is  there  any  statement  of  what  stock  she  held  -—None  at  all. 

31*39.  Is  there  no  statement  of  what  property  she  had? — One  cow  and  a 
horse.  She  has  since  given  up  nine  acres  of  her  land. 

3140.  Did  she  hold  any  land  under  Mr.  O’Brien? — I know  she  held  land 
under  Mr.  Lysaght,  who,  I believe,  is  a brother-in-law  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3141.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  is  the  number  of  her  family?— She  is 
returned  as  1 1 in  family.  I do  not  know  the  number  returned  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3142.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  any  tiring  of  her  circumstances  yourself  ? — 
I do.  I believe  she  is  a poor  woman  ; but  she  held  19  acres  of  land  that  were 
untilled,  and  if  left  in  that  state  it  was  likely  to  be  the  foundation  of  worse 
circumstances  next  year,  as  there  was  every  probability  of  its  being  retained  by 
her  and  not  cultivated,  because  she  was  unable  to  do  so.  She  would  not 
give  it  up  until  she  was  turned  off  the  works ; she  had  always  the  means  of 
giving  up  the  land,  and  therefore  she  was  not  a proper  person  to  be  on  the 
works. 

3143.  The  land  being  uncultivated,  might  she  not  be  in  extreme  destitu- 
tion ?— She  might ; but  she  had  the  means  of  relieving  herself  by  giving  up  the 
land. 

3144.  How  would  that  relieve  her  ?— She  could  have  sold  the  goodwill  of  it. 

3145.  Mr.  Worthy. ~\  She  might  have  sold  her  cattle  and  horses?— Yes;  and 
even  without  that. 

3146.  Was  she  paying  double  value  for  the  land  ? — I could  not  say  ; it  is  the 
best  land  in  the  electoral  division. 
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Captain  Henry  William  Gordon , called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

3147.  Chairman.']  HAVE  you  prepared  a list  showing  the  persons  wh° 
put  on  the  list  improperly,  as  you  state,  from  being  comfortable  freeholders, 
farmers,  or  tenants  of  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ?— I have.  I consider  tne 
freeholders  ought  never  to  have  been  returned  for  the  relief  works,  from  the  very 
fact  that  they  had  sworn  that  they  were  worth  10 1.  over  and  above  their  taxes, 

314S.  Mr.  Bella  to.]  You  conceive  they  could  not  be  distressed? — I conceive, 
even  from  the  circular  from  the  Board  of  Works,  that  if  a person  was  valued  » 
6l.,  he  was  disqualified.  f , 

3149.  Chairman.]  Was  not  the  list  of  freeholders  made  out  many  years  before. 

— Some  years.  „ 

3150.  Many  years  before?— 1842,  1848,  and  1846;  but  many  of  them  weie 

registered  again.  , - a.. 

3t  31.  Mr.  Belle w.]  Do  you  mean  they  were  all  above  e 1.  ?— They  certain  y 
are  not  ; but  it  would  be  presumed,  from  the  oath  they  took  that  they  were,  a 
I think  that  ought  to  disqualify  them  from  the  works.  Peter  Harvey,  a man 
that  list  as  a freeholder,  has  only  one  acre  of  land.  . 
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3 1 52.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Within  what  district  are  all  those  names  ? — The 
Liscannor  division. 

3,53-  About  how  many  names  are  there?— I should  say  about  80  in  these 
lists  ; but  many  can  still  be  brought  forward,  if  absolutely  necessary. 

3!54-  Chairman.]  Were  there  many  other  cases  besides  those  you  have  marked 

m the  lists,  but  not  such  glaring  cases?— I have  taken  those  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  pro- 
perty. I have  taken  one  or  two  cases  of  other  properties  too. 

3J55-  Were  there  a great  number  of  other  cases,  which  you  have  omitted,  not 
so  glaring  as  these  ? — I confine  myself  entirely  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

31.56.  Were  there  a great  number  of  other  cases,  which  you  have  omitted,  not 
being  so  glaring  as  these  r — There  were. 

3*57^  Mere  you  sent  to  Clare  for  any  special  purpose  connected  with  Mr. 
O Briens  property  r — No,  with  no  directions  whatever  as  regards. his  property  or 
any  other  person’s  property;  I never  even  heard  of  Mr.  O’Brien  before  I went 
to  Clare. 

3158.  Did  you  then  go  to  Clare  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the  o-eneral 
duties  incumbent  on  you  in  your  situation  of  inspector  ?— Exactly.  ° 

3159.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  You  succeeded  Captain  Wynne,  I think? — I did. 

3160.  Were  you  aware  of  any  reason  for  his  being  withdrawn  from  that  dis- 
trict? I can  only  give  it  as  matter  of  opinion.  It  was  not  at  his  own  request, 
but  I believe  it  was  not  considered  safe  for  him  to  remain  in  the  country. 

3161.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  do  you  mean  safe;  who  considered  it  not 
safe ; in  respect  of  what? — I consider  his  life  would  have  been  attempted,  if  the 
parties  had  dared  to  do  it. 

3162.  Who  by? — The  people  of  different  parts  of  the  country;  not  the  poor 
people,  but  others. 

3163.  Is  that  the  reason  for  what  you  said  ? — I believe  that  to  be  the  reason. 

3164.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  said,  if  they  dared  attempt  his  life,  they  would 
have  done  so;  what  prevented  a great  population,  such  as  assembled  at  these 
meetings,  from  making  such  an  attempt  r — In  the  first  place,  the  works  would 
have  been  stopped  in  the  district ; in  the  second  place,  one  or  two  would  have 
fallen ; he  would  have  shot  them  in  his  own  defence. 

3 1 65.  Is  it  not  a very  common  occurrence  in  Ireland  that  assassinations  are 

committed  under  circumstances  that  do  not  expose  the  life  of  the  assassins  ? 

Certainly,  if  they  perform  it  effectually;  but  I am  quite  certain  that  had  the 
parties  missed,  or  only  wounded  Captain  Wynne,  he  would  have  shot  one  or  two 
of  them. 

3166.  Are  there  not  many  occurrences  in  Ireland  of  assassinations  bein°- 
effected  without  the  parties  exposing  themselves,  or  ever  having  been  detected*? 
—Many  cases;  but  I think  they  were  deterred  from  the  knowledge  of  Captain 
V,  ynne  being  so  determined  a person  ; and  one  not  easily  alarmed. 

3167.  Are  you  aware  of  any  other  reason  for  withdrawing  Captain  Wynne 
from  that  district? — I consider  that  it  would  have  been  injudicious  to  keep 
him  there  after  some  of  the  letters  which  appeared  in  the  blue  book. 

310S.  Have  you  any  other  reason  ?— I think  he  could  not  have  well  carried 
out  any  relief  measures  if  he  had  been  kept  there,  in  consequence  of  the  letters 
in  the  blue  book,  as  he  would  have  no  parties  to  co-operate  with  him,  except 
some  of  the  higher  classes. 

3169.  Chairman.]  Will  you  point  out  any  particular  cases  in  the  lists  of  names 
that  you  have  marked  in  the  paper  before  you? — The  most  glaring,  I suppose? 

3]70.  If  you  please? — In  reference  to  the  registry  of  Widow  Flanagan,  I 
stated  she  had  only  19  acres  of  land  ; whereas  it  appears  that  she  has  tenants  of 
her  own  ; she  has  nine  acres  let  out  exclusive  of  that,  making  26  acres.  The 
nine  additional  acres  are  valued  at  9l.  6 s.,  making  the  yearly  value  as  high  as 
33  l.  6 s.,  and  the  gross  annual  value  50 1.  17s.  5 id. 

3171.  Mr.  BcUetV.]  How  was. she  employed  on  the  works? — She  was  only 
returned  on  the  list ; I took  her  off  the  list. 

31?2-  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  You  say  she  let  a part  of  her  land  ; are  vou  aware  to 
what  amount  ? — Nine  acres,  two  roods,  six  perches. 

31 73-  Ho  you  know  the  amount  of  rent  she  received  for  those  acres  ? — I could 
not  say. 

3174.  Supposing  she  received  the  usual  rent,  do  you  suppose  that  the  persons 
to  whom  she  let  the  lands  were  in  condition  to  pay  her  the  rent  they  agreed  to 
pay  her?— I do  not  know. 

Z 3175.  If 
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3175.  If  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  she  would  be  placed  in  still  worse  circum- 
stances from  having  let  part  of  her  land? — Of  course  she  would. 

3176.  You  stated  yesterday  that  she  had  a horse  and  a cow  ?— Yes. 

3177.  Had  she  any  other  available  property  that  you  are  aware  of? — Nineteen 
acres  of  land,  and  some  of  the  best  arable  land  in  that  division. 

3178.  Had  she  any  available  property  ? — I believe  not. 

3179.  Have  you  any  idea  what  the  value  of  that  horse  and  cow  might  be  if 
she  sold  them  ? — 1 have  not. 

3180.  Supposing  that  she  had  sold  them  and  exhausted  her  means,  having  11 
in  family,  what  would  have  been  her  condition,  and  that  of  her  family  ? — She 
would  have  given  up  her  land  to  her  landlord. 

3181.  Was  it  worth  anything? — It  was  very  valuable  land. 

3182.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  her  landlord  would  have  given  her  a sum  of 
money  upon  receiving  possession  of  her  land  ? — I do  not  know  the  nature  of  her 
lease ; but  I know  I refused  to  put  her  upon  the  works,  and  the  consequence  was, 
she  gave  up  nine  acres  of  her  land,  which  were  then  tilled,  and  they  would  not 
have  been  if  she  had  kept  them  ; and  she  must  have  received  some  money  for 
it,  because  she  has  not  been  on  the  works  since. 

3183.  Have  you  made  any  inquiry  as  to  whether  the  land  was  let  to  her  at 
a fair  value,  or  above  ? — I really  could  not  answer  that  question,  excepting  as 
a matter  of  opinion  ; I believe  that  she  used  to  make  a great  deal  of  money  out 
of  the  land  by  letting  it  as  scan  land. 

3184.  Tim  question  is,  having  reference  to  her  condition  at  the  time  you  were 
there? — I cannot  believe  that  any  person  can  be  destitute  having  19  acres  of 
arable  land.  It  would  be  her  duty  to  give  it  up ; since  if  you  gave  persons  em- 
ployment, and  allowed  them  to  keep  the  land,  the  consequence  would  be  that 
the  whole  country  would  be  thrown  out  of  cultivation. 

3185.  Supposing  she  had  given  up  that  land,  and  had  exhausted  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  horse  and  the  cow,  what  would  have  been  the  condi- 
tion of  her  and  her  family  ? — She  would  be  entitled  to  receive  relief  on  the 
works. 

3186.  If  she  would  perform  labour? — She  had  a family;  the  sons  were  the 
persons  who  were  returned  to  do  work,  I believe. 

3187.  What  was  the  age  of  the  eldest  of  her  sons  ? — I am  not  aware;  the 
ages  were  not  returned  in  the  relief  sheets  that  were  sent  in. 

3188.  Who  were  the  parties  that  were  placed  on  the  public  works  that  you 
say  you  turned  off? — Her  own  name  was  placed  on  the  relief  sheets  that  were 
sent  in. 

3189.  Chairman J]  Do  you  know  anything  of  your  own  knowledge  of  either 
the  widow  or  her  family,  or  of  the  land  which  she  occupied  ? — I know  so  far  as 
having  brought  the  case  forward  in  committee  at  Liscannor,  and  stated  that  I 
thought  she  was  a person  who  ought  never  to  have  been  returned,  and  the  com- 
mittee all  said  she  was  a poor-woman. 

3190.  Where  did  you  get  the  information  you  stated  to  the  committee? — Out 
of  the  valuation. 

3191.  Have  you  been  on  the  spot  she  occupied? — I have  not. 

3192.  Have  you  ever  seen  her  or  her  family? — No. 

3193.  And  you  know  nothing  of  her  land  except  from  those  papers  ?— No. 

3194*  Mr.  iS  olicitor-Generali]  How  do  you  know  her  ground  was  so  good? — 

From  the  valuation,  and  from  its  being  a general  remark  throughout  the  whole 
district. 

3195.  Mr.  Bellew .]  What  do  you  say  was  the  valuation  under  the  Poor-law? 
— Upwards  of  50/. 

3*9^-  Mas  this  widow,  of  whom  you  have  been  speaking,  placed  on  the  ori- 
ginal list  or  the  supplemental  list? — Supplemental. 

3197*  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Were  the  supplemental  lists  signed  bv  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius O’Brien  ? — They  were.  J 

319S.  Were  the  supplemental  lists  sent  for  your  inspection  ?— For  Captain 
Wynne  s inspection,  and  I checked  them  afterwards  and  took  off  all  the  persons 
who  had  seven  acres. 

3199-  M as  it  Captain  Wynne’s  business,  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and 
of  yourself  afterwards,  to  strike  out  any  names  on  those  lists  which  you  thought 
were  improperly  put  on,  not  being  destitute  persons  ? — It  was. 

3200.  And  the  information  on  which  you  struck  them  out  you  derived  from 

J the 
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the  circumstances  which  you  have  already  stated  to  the  Committee  ?— No ; in 
the  filet  instance' in  striking  them  off  I was  only  able  to  do  so  from  the  committee 
list,  and  from  the  private  information  I could"  obtain  about  the  country  ■ the 
register  I obtained  afterwards  threw  a new  light  upon  the  subject. 

3201.  Did  you,  from  that  information  you  afterwards  received,  feel  it  your 
duty  to  strike  off  a great  number  more  than  you  had  done? — A great  many 
more.  I should  like  to  mention  one  fact  that  has  occurred  since,  namely,  that 
in  the  registries  that  have  come  in  of  the  destitute  poor  claiming  relief  under  the 
new  Act  in  that  district,  -fixing  the  rate  that  will  be  levied  off  the  electoral 
division,  the  total  number  sent  in  is  only  1,388  names,  men,  women,  and 
clmdreu.  I am  bound  to  say  that  no  members  or  families  were  returned  from 
Mr.  Obriens  property;  the  reason  I know  not.  The  rate  was  struck  upon  the 
1, 383  whereas  at  one  time  they  had  1,432  upon  the  relief  works  in  that  elec- 
toral division,  which,  multiplied  by  four,  would  give  about  5,728  deriving  benefit 
from  the  public  works. 

3202.  Four  you  take  as  the  average  of  the  family  ?— That  is  the  number  that 
one  ought  to  support. 

3203  Mr .Thorncly.]  Were  the  supplemental  lists  supplied  bvthe  relief  com- 
mittees?— They  were. 

1 3f?4\ not.tllc  relief  committees  to  have  been  aware  of  the  quantity  of 
land  held  by  that  widow,  and  therefore  that  she  was  an  improper  person  to  be  put 
upon  the  lists  r— They  state  the  fact  of  her  having  19  acres  of  land. 

3205.  Chairman.']  Then  it  would  be  their  duty  not  to  put  her  on  the  list 
unless  they  knew  from  other  circumstances  she  was  actually  destitute  and 
required  sustenance  r — Certainly. 

3206.  If  the  widow  gave,  in  the  shape  of  rent,  more  than  the  value  of  the 
land,  would  not  that  rather  induce  distress  than  place  her  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances — It  would,  most  certainly. 

3207.  She  would  have  a difficulty  in  parting  with  it,  and  still  more  a difficulty 
m cultivating  it  to  a profit,  if  she  gave  more  than  the  value  ?— Most  certainly  it 
Mould  be  the  case ; hut  I am  quite  sure  she  could  have  given  up  her  land  at  any 
time,  because  she  gave  up  nine  acres  of  the  land  to  the  landlord,  which  he 
tilled. 

320S.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Who  was  the  landlord  ? — Mr.  Lysaght,  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
brother-in-law.  " 

3209.  Chairman .]  If  the  woman  had  given  up  the  whole  of  her  land,  and 
she  were  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  workhouse  to  be  taken  in,  was 
there  room  in  the  workhouse  to  receive  her  and  her  children  ? — At  that  time 
there  was. 

3210.  Was  there  fever  in  the  workhouse  at  the  time,  which  rendered  it  unde- 

sirable to  send  a person  into  the  workhouse  ?— I was  not  in  the  country  on  the 
5th  January.  J 

of 'tock  Ha'e  y°U  Uny  °ther  naraeS  ?— -I>m  take  one  with  the  largest  quantity 

3212.  Select  a few  of  the  most  glaring  cases? — Widow  Daley,  at  Ballyhe- 
ragh ; she  is  returned  as  having  40  acres  of  land,  and  I subsequently  found  out 
she  had  six  cows  and  a horse. 

3213.  Whose  tenant  was  she?— A tenant  of  Major  Macnamara,  but  returned 
by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3214-  Do  you  know  anything  of  her  circumstances,  except  from  the  papers 
which  you  have  inspected  ? - Nothing.  r 1 

wur'5'  M’hat;  was  her  valuation  ?— She  was  valued  with  her  sou 

” Who  is  returned  in  one  sheet  as  having  10  acres,  and  in  another 

sheet  as  having  16  acres  ; they  have  56  acres  together,  and  the  gross  value  is 
oi  i.  is.  1 a. ; he  lias  two  cows  and  a horse  besides. 

lisf16-  M hose  tenant  was  he? — Major  Macnamara’s;  and  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s 


321  '•  Did.  the  mother  and  son  live  together? — I believe  not. 

Jo1  * are  they  upon? — There  is  one  of  them  in  the  original. 

o~i0.  Minch? — -William  Daley,  the  son. 

3220.  Have  you  any  other  remark  to  make  with  reference  to  those  two  Daleys  ? 
In  the  supplemental  list  she  appears  as  having  30  acres  of  land  ; and  William 
Ualej  is  returned  as  having  six  in  family,  and  15  acres  of  land;  he  is  stated  to 
nave  one  man  at  work. 

0.105.  z 2 
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Capt.  3221.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  You  have  no  column  for  stock  there? Yes 

H.  W.  Gordon,  but  it  is  not  filled  in.  1 

TU  “ 3222.  Ought  it  to  have  been  filled  in  ? — Certainly;  I had  to  send  the  list  baft 

18  May  ,847.  to  get  it  filled  in  subsequently.  Ck 

3223.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  other  name? — Dennis  Gallaher  of  Killis- 
puglinane. 

•3224.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  AVhose  tenant  was  he  ? — A tenant  of  Mrs,  Rawson  • 
he  held  land  himself,  and  he  has  two  tenants. 

3225.  Chairman.]  Is  he  a tenant  of  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare? 

I think  not. 

3226.  What  do  you  know  of  his  circumstances  ? — I know  the  circumstance 
of  his  holding  30  acres  of  land,  being  valued  at  26/.  8.S.,  the  gross  valuation 
being  upwards  of  44/. ; he  has  given  up  seven  acres  to  his  son-in-law. 

3227.  Do  you  know  what  stock  he  had  ?— He  is  returned  as  having  two 
cows ; and  they*  generally  did  not  return  so  many  as  they  had. 

3228.  You  took  it  as  it  appears  in  the  column,  and  you  have  reason  to  believe 
that  generally  they  returned  less  than  they  had  ? — Generally,  certainly. 

3229.  Do  you  know  anything  of  his  circumstances? — Nothing  at  all,  except 

the  valuation  and  the  cows.  ’ ^ 

3230.  'When  was  the  valuation  made  which  gives  the  amount  to  which  you 
have  referred  ? — In  1841  ; and  the  rate  book  for  the  stock  on  the  23d  of  March 
are  taken  from  that  valuation.  I saw  the  rate  book  myself. 

t ^3231 . Without  alteration  1— Yes ; I saw  it  the  day  before  I left,  lying  on  the 

3232.  Of  what  year  ?— Of  this  year. 

3233.  Was  there  any  objection  of  the  rate  being  too  high?— I did  not  hear  of 
any  objection,  except  that  a man  called  Dennis  Liddy  has  given  up  his  land 
and  some  others  who  have  given  up  their  land,  or  subdivided  it. 

3234.  Was  there  any  annual  valuation  made  ?— The  rate  will  be  collected  on 
the  old  valuation,  but  the  new  Ordnance  valuation  comes  into  effect  for  Ireland, 

1 think,  this  year ; it  is  not  come  into  effect  yet. 

3235-  In  collecting  the  rate,  they  would  not  have  any  authority  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  valuation  ? — Those  rate  books  are  merely  laid  on  the  com- 
mittee table,  to  give  them  information  as  to  what  rates  they  will  have  to  pay. 

3230.  Do  you  know  sufficient  of  the  value  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the 
district,  to  state  whether,  if  the  valuation  had  been  made  at  the  beginning  of  this 
\ear,  t le  difference  between  such  valuation  and  the  one  made  in  1841  would  be 
material  —It  would  certainly  differ;  but  I imagine  it  would  differ  over  the 
whole  extent  of  the  county  m the  same  way,  excepting  along  the  coast. 

3237-  Would  it  be  much  lower  than  the  valuation  in  1841  ? — I do  not  see 
T y.11  should  be  mucb  lower;  it  would  be  a comparative  valuation  all  over  the 


323s.  If  the  whole  land  were  reduced  in  its  value  lower  than  1841,  the  differ- 
ence  wou!d  be  throughout  a reduction ?— Very  trifling;  the  land  has  not  dete- 
1 ra  e m price,  especially  about  Ennis;  potatoe  land  was  let  for  con  acre,  for 
the  oat  crop  alone,  at  eight  guineas  an  acre. 

3239.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Is  not  the  valuation  of  1841  considerably  under  the  value 
o the  land  ?— Considerably  ; and  these  are  Irish  acres  I have  been  giving  you; 
they  are  not  statute  acres.  & ° J 

Wili  ' rat  any  other  name  to  which  you  wish  to 

nn°n'  0f,Ca-rhu?uff:  he  has  W acres  of  land  ; his  valuation  is 
Road  and  b ?r°ss  annuaI  yalua  1S  14s. ; he  was  employed  on  the  Moymore 
Hoad,  and  he  is  m the  original  lists  of  the  31st  December  1846 
3241-  Signed  by  whom?— Signed  by  Mr.  O'Brien. 

he^e^X  kn0"'  h°W  he  uas  em"Ployed  upon  the  road  r— I am  not  aware; 
® is  stated  as  a ganger ; the  men  ought  to  appoint  the  gangers. 

eleefedAw  3'°U  ™ourers  Put  ™ works  by  the  relief  committees 

elected  their  own  gangers  ’—They  ought  to  have  done  so. 

fl,e3«™  ,1  °f  thT  °W1 bocly  '~0ut  of  th°se  on  the  works  ; the  work  list  is 

the  same  as  the  numbers  that  are  out;  but  the  registry  says,  Registry  of  per- 
sons  for  whom  employment  on  the  public  works  is  actually  necessary.” 

3^5.  That  list  was  not  sent  in  when  Mr.  O’Brien  was  chairman  ?_Yes,  it 
was  , these  are  copies  of  Mr.  0 Brien’s  lists. 

3246.  Is  the  list  to  which  you  have  been  referring  a copy  made  from  the 

relief 
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relief  list  furnished  by  the  relief  committee  of  Liscannor  ’—They  tent  the  r«ri. 
tries  themselves.  J h e5,s" 

3247-  Is  this  a copy  ?— This  is  a copy  of  the  lists  that  were  furnished. 

3-4b-  On  the  back  of  this  book  I see  printed,  “ Registry  of  persons  for  whom 
employment  on  the  public  works  is  actually  necessary;”  is  that  a form  printed 
and  put  on  the  book  by  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Works?— It  was  sent  down 
l*v  S11  Randolph  Routh  to  the  relief  committees. 

3=49-  In  the  course  of  business  would  one  of  those  books,  with  the  same  sort 
demaniled'i1™1’  ^ 56111  l°  * 10  Llsca”nor  relief  committee  ? — It  would,  if  they 


the  R5.h.  fr  aS  a.™attel'  ?f  .cour3e ; 0I,Iy if  they  demanded  it  '—Because  perhaps 
1 ft°i  1SS10“  TS M T kno"'  there  "as  a rel'cf  committee  established 


there  ; but  I am  aware  they  had  one. 

-l  325,-  VAre  yo.u  awar?’.  of  y°ur  °"  n knowledge,  whether  there  was  one  sent  to 
die  relief  comm.ttee  at  Liscannor  ?-I  know  they  had  one,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

O’Brien  " °Se  tenaDt  "aS  t le  last  Person  you  mentioned  ? — A tenant  of  Mr. 

y0U  rn  y.0ur  °"'n  k,n?»^ge,  whether  that  man  ever  did  work 
SlTKr  S is  returned  for  a second  by  the  subsequent  chairman, 
alter  Mi.  O Bnen  left.  He  says  he  has  one  at  work,  and  he  is  returned  for 
another  he  is  returned,  Pat  Shannon,  so  many  acres  of  land  and  so  many 
in  fanny;  has  one  man  at  work;”  that  i.  askuq/for  another  man  to  be  P7t 
upon  the  works.  He  is  returned  on  the  31st  of  December,  “ Pat  Shannon 
?f  S!a”’  aV11‘S  ?Ve  aCKS  °f  laud  a,,d  eight  in  femily;”  be  has  13  acres’ 

av;sini\.aia3inhfe.br.?”yTiatakewith  reSard  t0  the  particular  individuals, 

hTthf/dktr ^rte?faCTl°f  le,e  b k“S  SeVerd  P,erS°nS  °f  tlle  "ame  of  Pat  SI'annon 
n that  distlictl— There  can  be  no  mistake  whatever;  be  is  returned  Pat 

Shannon  from  Carhuduff,  and  lie  is  a brother  of  the  parish  priest,  and  there 

rdiferent^^V0/  hlroldTuy;  -be,'S  re!urned  b3’  J°lm  Macnnmara  as  holding 
a difieient  quantity  of  land,  but  in  the  valuation  he  has  13  acres. 

anda5horse°ld  ^ Mmen^  Had  Pat  Shannon  any  stock?— He  had  three  cows 

3256.  Chairman.]  Now  the  next  name  ’-Thomas  Neagle,  of  Carhuduff-  lie 
is  returnedin  he  siippkmeiitaryslieetonthe  5th  January  as  having  six  acres 
°f ia”d’  ™lued  at  ?/■  “'-S  gffsapnual  value,  11  /.  lor.f  he  has  throe  cow" 

3 25/ - Mr.  bohcilor. General.]  TV  hose  tenant  r— Mr.  O’Brien’s 
3258.  Chairman^  Now  will  you  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
?“‘name  you  think  is  a glaring  case ’—Michael  Tierney,  of  Carhuduff;  he 
has  17  acres  of  land,  valued  at  4 l;  gross  annual  value,  9 /.  11  $.  He  is  on  the 

Jaauary  1847  as  baving  two  °°"s  and  a horae- aad 

3239.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  land  of  that  person  ?—  No,  I do  not 
except  from  the  valuation.  * 

3260.  The  next  case  ?— Widow  McKeene ; 21  acres  of  land,  valued  at  5 1.  Ss  ■ 
gross  annual  value,  111  6*.  in  the  supplemental  list  of  the  5th  January  1847,’ 
signed  by  Mr.  O Bnen  and  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien  : she  has  two  cows  and  a 

32f‘;  f°,ustate  the  gross  annual  value  and  the  net  annual  value;  how  do 
you  get  at  those  two  results  /—It  is  returned  in  the  poor-law  valuation. 

l ° T°U  lmd,ers‘and  ‘he  meaning  of  these  two  statements  to  he  that  the 
made  out  if  the6,  1S-t  le  ““i  T™  Thicb  th.e  taxation  is  made,  allowance  being 
as  the  exnerret;  J ,lueT  for  rePairs  aud  every  circumstance  incidental 

1 16  landlord  1 am  not  aware  of  it. 

3263.  In  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  those  persons  were  imoronerlv  nnt 

u^°an£Vl  “f  inf0rmati°?wi,h  «**"»»  to  toe  neW^nal  vS  „^h“ 

fa^d  ami  ?h!  T as  aPPei»™g  in  those  books  ?-I  give  it  from  the  quantity  of 
annual  iu;6ttb:  ^ 11  fr°m  ,he  gr°SS  annUal  vaIue  and  tlle  »* 

as  befnt  tT^fahl^-T' "7.?“  have  mentioned,  if  you  take  the  net  annual  value 
alreadv°mentinneH  t61£tS  ° t* 16  t.enant’  would  y°u  consider  the  persons  you  have 
„agy  T'S  to  have  been  improperly  put  on  the  lists  ?— f should* 

— Yes°  m'-btafford0  -Bran.]  Taking  it  in  connexion  with  the  stock  they  had? 

2 3 33 66.  Mr. 
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3266.  Mx-.  W.JViliiams. ] Are  you  able  to  inform  us  of  the  principle  on  which 
the  valuations  are  made  ? — I am  not. 

3267.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  sufficient  of  that  district  of  the  country  to 
state  to  the  Committee  whether  the  valuation  which  appears  to  have  been  made 
in  1841  was  very  much  enhanced  by  the  facilities  of  obtaining  sea  sand  for 
manure,  which  do  not  now  exist?— I am  aware  that  many  persons  have  suffered 
in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to  sell  their  sand  ; and  of  course  the  valuation 
would  be  lower  for  that  reason  ; but  it  is  only  temporary,  I imagine. 

3268.  Does  that  apply  to  individuals,  or  is  it  the  general  dealing  of  thetenants  of 
that  part  of  the  country? — A general  dealing  of  those  who  live  along  the  coast. 

3269.  Did  those  you  mention  live  along  the  coast? — Some  of  them,  and 
some  of  them  on  the  Height. 

3270.  Your  attention  having  been  called  to  those  circumstances,  affecting  to 
some  extent  the  valuation,  are  you  still  of  opinion  that  those  persons  ought  not 
to  have  been  put  on  the  lists  ? — Most  certainly ; but  the  annual  value  is  far 
below  the  value  of  the  land,  from  what  I have  seen  of  it  myself. 

3271.  What  is  the  next? — Dennis  M'Mahon  of  Carhuduff,  a tenant  of  Mr. 
O’Brien,  having  ll  acres  of  land;  net  annual  value  10  guineas,  gross  annual 
value  16  7.  17s. ; is  employed  on  the  Moymore  Road,  and  is  returned  on  31st 
December. 

3272.  What  stock? — Three  cows  and  a horse,  in  the  original  lists  of  3lst 
December. 

3273.  Signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3274.  Now  the  next  case  ? — Michael  Healy,  of  the  same  townland,  and  the 
same  landlord,  has  17  acres  of  land,  valued  at  11?.  18s.  ;•  gross  annual  value 
19?.  16s. ; was  employed  on  Moymore  Road,  and  returned  in  the  original  lists 
of  the  31st  December,  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3275.  What  stock  had  he  ? — Three  cows  and  a horse. 

3276.  Will  you  mention  the  next  case  ? — Martin  Kinane,  of  Bally  vorda,  he  is 
a tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  John  Lysaght,  esquire  ; has  nine  acres  of  land, 
10_Z.  16s.  valuation.  Gross  annual  value  17?.  13 s.  6d. ; he  is  returned  in  the 
original  lists  of  31st  December,  on  Lochlane  Hills. 

3277.  Is  there  any  case  in  which  you  have  a personal  knowledge  independ- 
dent  of  the  information  derived  from  the  lists  to  which  you  have  referred?— 
There  is. 

3278.  l ou  stated  something  you  could  mention  as  proving  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  information;  what  do  you  mean  by  that? — A man  of  the  name  of 
Thomas  Kelly  Pat,  of  Ballyfaddeen,  a tenant  of  John  Macnamara,  was  returned 
as  having  only  one  cow,  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee. 

3279.  In  the  original  or  supplemental  lists? — Neither  of  them  ; I am  talk- 
ing of  the  list  that  has  come  in  since,  having  one  cow  put  down  opposite  the 
mans  name;  but  Mr.  O’Brien’s  list  did  not  contain  stock  at  all.  I went  to 
the  committee  and  requested  he  should  be  dismissed  from  the  works;  they  said 
he  was  a poor  man.  I then  wrote  to  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  saying  I had  informa- 
tion he  had  more  than  one  cow.  He  wrote  back  and  said  I was  quite  mistaken; 
he  had  an  old  cow  which  he  was  trying  to  sell.  I then  went  to  the  place  and 
found  two  cows  and  two  yearlings ; I attended  the  committee  the  next  day,  and 
was  told  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  the  man  ; he  had 
the  stock,  as  I had  staled.  I had  charge  of,  I suppose,  at  one  time,  36,000  men 
upon  the  works ; and  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  enormous  pressure  in  the  Kil- 
lilagh  district  alone,  I was  under  the  necessity  of  striking  off  from  800  or  1,000 
at  one  time. 

3280.  What  list  did  you  strike  those  off  ?— I obtained  it  from  the  check  clerk, 
as  I could  not  obtain  it  from  the  relief  committee. 

3281.  Was  that  in  Killilagh  ? — Yes. 

3282.  Had  you  applied  for  the  relief  lists?— I wrote  at  the  end  of  January  to 
request  the  lists  might  be  furnished. 

3283.  Who  was  the  chairman?— Captain  Macnamara. 

32 84.  Is  it  in  Killilagh  that  Major  Macnamara  has  large  estates? — It  is; 
Captain  Macnamara  endeavoured  to  get  the  lists  made  out;  but  the  other  parties 
evidently  did  not  give  any  assistance  ; the  clergy  I more  immediately  allude  to. 

3255.  Captain  Macnamara  did  exert  himself  to  get  the  lists  made  out?— He 
exerted  himself  in  every- way  to  give  me  assistance. 

32 56.  To  give  you  the  requisite  information  ?— As  far  as  he  possibly  could- 

3287.  He 
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32S7.  He  was  obstructed  in  that  attempt  by  other  parties,  principally,  you  say, 
the  clergy? — The  other  parties  said  they  would  get  them  made  out,  and  said 
they  were  making  them  out,  when  they  were  not  doing  anything. 

328S.  Of  what  persuasion  were  they  ? — The  Roman-catholic  curate  was  the 
principal  party  concerned. 

3289.  Have  you  any  particular  cases  you  can  put  down  with  regard  to  the 
tenants  of  Killilagh  ?— I mention  the  circumstance  of  1,730  being  on  the  works 
out  of  a population  of  675  families;  there  were  no  persons  on  the  works  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  destitute,  which  was  the  principal  thing. 

3 290.  The  distinction  appears  to  be  this  : there  were  a great  number  of  persons 
on  the  -works  who  ought  never  to  have  been  on  ; but  their  being  placed  on  the 
works  only  increased  the  number,  and  did  not  drive  the  more  destitute  away? — 
Exactly ; but  I complain  of  other  committees  stating  to  me  that  deaths  from 
starvation  had  occurred  when  those  other  parties  were  on  the  works. 

3291 . You  have  mentioned  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  a brother  of  the  Honourable 
Member ; did  you  mean  it,  from  your  expression,  to  be  inferred  that  Major 
Macnamara  exercised. any  influence  upon  him  in  his  conduct  in  the  relief  com- 
mittee ? — I am  quite  sure  none  at  all.  I am  sure,  in  the  Liscannor  committee. 
Major  Macnamara  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  works. 

3292.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  the  brothers  had  no  connexion  ? — I do  not  • 
know  that;  but  I would  state  that  in  making  these  statements  it  is  difficult  to 
divide  between  the  properties  of  the  two  Honourable  Members,  for  this  reason, 
that  the  principal  charge  against  the  Liscannor  committee  is  for  having  put  on 
the  rich  man  and  kept  off  the  poor  man  ; there  is  no  charge  of  a similar  nature 
against  Major  Macnamara's  district. 

3293.  Were  your  instructions  to  look  particularly  after  the  Liscannor  district, 
either  entirely  or  principally,  and  not  to  look  after  the  others  ?— So  far  from 
that,  that  I think  I went  to  Liscannor  the  last  in  the  district.  I went  to  Kilrush, 
and  all  down  the  coast,  before  I went  to  Liscannor. 

3294*  I think  you  have  stated  you  did  not  receive  any  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Works  or  your  superior  officers  to  limit  your  inquiries  particularly  to 
Mr. O’Brien,  or  his  property,  or  his  conduct? — Certainly  not,  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  my  correspondence  with  every  other  committee  in  the  district. 

3295.  Did  you  receive  any  request  from  any  other  party  to  limit  your  inquiries 
in  that  way  r — No,  because  I should  be  going  away  from  my  duty  entirelj*. 

3296.  Did  you  receive  any  communication  or  desire  from  Captain  Wynne  to 
make  these  inquiries,  with  a view  to  establish  a case  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— He 
requested  me  to  find  out  as  many  cases  as  I could  of  freeholders  being  on  the 
works,  but  I declined  to  enter  into  it  in  consequence  of  having  had  no  instruc- 
tions ; but  the  whole  of  these  freeholders  have  been  taken  out  since  I came  to 
London,  or  the  greater  part  of  them. 

3297.  Captain  Wynne  having  made  certain  allegations  in  his  Report  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  being  succeeded  by  you,  did,  in  point  of  fact,  request  you 
to  inquire  into  how  far  his  allegation  could  be  borne  out  in  fact,  and  you  declined 
it  ? — I declined  it,  except  particular  cases  came  before  me  ; such  cases  as  ser- 
vants summoning  their  masters  for  wages,  and  so  on. 

3298.  The  evidence  you  have  given  is  in  a great  degree  deduced  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  various  papers  you  have  now  before  you  ? — Exactly,  since  I 
came  to  London. 

3299.  I am  requested  to  ask  you  whether  you  ever  observed  or  stated  to  any 
person  in  the  town  or  district  of  Ennistimon  that  “ you  would  finish  Corney  ” ? — 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I never  made  use  of  such  an  expression  at  all. 

3300.  Did  you  to  any  person  at  all? — I never  had  anything  to  do  with  him. 

3301 . Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  Did  you  use  the  expression  ? — There  have  been  so 

many  conversations  about  Mr.  O’Brien ; I should  say  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. J 

33°2-  Chairman.]  Who  is  the  person  with  whom  you  lodged  in  Ennistimon? 
—Mrs.  Blackwell.  J 5 

3o°3-  Did  you  ever  state  to  Mrs.  Blackwell  you  would  finish  Corney  ? — I do 
not  recollect;  so  many  conversations  took  place  about  Mr.  O’Brien,  that  I have 
no  recollection  as  to  the  circumstance  at  all. 

. 33^4-  Were  there  many  conversations  in  your  presence  in  that  district  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  with  regard  to  his  putting  persons  on  the  works 
who  ought  not  to  be  put  on  ?— A great  many. 

°-105-  z 4 3305.  You 
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33°5*  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  used  such  an  expression  or  not? 

I do  not ; I should  say  not. 

3306.  Did  you  ever  say  to  her,  “ that  clever  as  he  was  you  had  succeeded  in 
catching  him”? — I never  saw  my  landlady  from  the  time  I went  until  the  last 
moment  I was  going  away. 

3307.  Did  you  ever  say  so? — No,  1 did  not. 

3308.  Had  you  any  personal  animosity  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Not  the  least 
in  the  world,  except  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  the  destitute  beino-  off’  the 
works,  and  the  rich  on,  to  their  exclusion. 

3309.  Had  you  any  wish  to  finish  him  ? — I had  every  wish  to  be  able  to 
explain  the  circumstances  of  my  own  letters,  and  to  establish  that  the  rich  were 
on  the  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  others. 

3310.  In  every  inquiry  you  made,  was  your  object  to  substantiate  those  facts 
you  stated  ?— Yes ; 1 had  not  time  to  make  proper  inquiries ; since  I have  been 
in  London  I have  been  engaged  in  it  the  whole  time. 

3311.  I understand  you  to  state,  that  in  the  lists  you  have  given  in  you  have 

particularly  directed  your  attention  to  those  parties  put  on  the  list  beino-  ternm- 
of  Mr.  O’Brien?— Yes.  0 enants 


. 33 1 2*  you  be  enabled  to  state  a number  of  other  persons  similarlv 
circumstanced,  _ who  were  improperly  put  on  the  lists,  being  tenants  of  Mr. 
O linen I will,  to  a great  extent.  There  is  a great  impediment  in  the  wav' 
there  is  a tovvnland  called  Moher  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists,  which  1 have  not  been 
able  to  investigate  at  all,  because  there  is  no  such  townland  in  the  Ordnance 
valuation  ; it  consists  of  four  townlands,  and  a great  portion  of  the  list  consists 
of  that  very  name ; and  therefore  I should  have  great  difficulty  in  investi- 
gating it.  J 

3313-  If  it  goes  by  another  name,  would  it  do  ?— If  the  Committee  would 
aliow  me  to  take  the  four  townlands  together,  I would  say,  so-and-so  is  returned 
trom  Moher,  by  Mr.  O Bnen. 

,33'4-  1 ‘0  k'tow  whether  you  are  enabled  to  state  a number  of  persons, 

not  tenants  of  Mr.  O Bnen,  who  have  been  improperly  put  on  the  lists  by  tile 
Juscannor  committee  ? — I am.  J 

Will  you  give  that  in  to-morrow  ? — Each  case  will  take  me  at  least 
nve  or  ten  minutes  ; I could  give  you  a great  number. 

t i31T  1 acquaintance,  and  the  performance  of  your  duty  with 

ttfth™1,3tricVof  1 erbie  >'ou  to  state  to  tha  oSm 

SlwSi  practice  of  landlords  forming  the  relief  committee  to  act  as 
$,]’ a J Scanner  has  done,  in  putting  on  persons  in  comfort- 
fortable  sitnatio  great  many  of  the  committees,  have  put  on  persons  in  com- 
are inCIare  also  1 V6‘7  feWt°  excIusion  of  the  P°°r  ; and  those  others 

Dersons'iiPtbe'sii111.^  whefthf  relief  committees  justified  their  putting  on 

thatX  Tum  n!  !if  he  ‘fants  whom  y°u  have  ™med,  ™ the  ground 

at  the  sum  payable  for  the  works  would  be  ultimately  levied  bv  rates  out  of 
^21“  that  therefore  they  had  the  right  to^ut Z thLeZZJe 
immediately  concerned  m it?— No,  I never  did. 

33 1 8-  You  do  not  know  that? — No. 

who3wereCeXnTrfi;nef!iIirt-0f  ‘be  “a-™8  and  fences  of  destitute  persons 

^"rct- by  the  reiief — ° A- 

33'?' » xthe  lis;  ■-*  have  put  in  tw°  n*. 

writes  to  me'onXe^lst^f  fXruarX^  pmaily  Pere0DS  ^^-The  chairman 
is  daily  increasing  anrl  \ar^V  /ermifc  me  to  assure  you  that  destitution 

ha™' ^ pl*<*  iathe 

3322  cSilTi  M ’ efay,S,’  The-V  are  “ a state  of  starvation. 

No,  it  neither  gives  names  nor  lumbers!  eSatl0nS  : ^ou  have  n0  numbers  <~ 

xSIhS^ 


3325.  I wish 
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332J.  I "ish  to  direct  your  atteution  as  to  whether  vou  did  to  the  coir.mittec 
ofLiscouaor;  can  you  recollect  whether,  to  the  relief 'committee  of  Liscannor 
you  made  a representation  of  destitute  people  being  oft'  the  list? — Certainly. 

3320.  Can  you  state  whether  they  placed  them  on  the  list? — No:  but  the 
committee  made  out  a list  of  those  persons  left  off. 

3327.  Did  they  state  them  as  persons  to  be  put  on?— Yes. 

3328.  In  that  respect,  they  acted  according  to  your  instructions  and  your 
desire ! — Certainly. 

33 2 9-  Mr-  11  ■ W dhams.]  Did  those  really  destitute  persons,  who  had  been 
excluded  from  the  works,  complain  they  had  made  proper  representations  to  the 
committee  r— They  did,  and  wherever  I went  I was  surrounded  by  persons  with 
tickets  from  the  committees  entreating  me  to  get  them  put  upon  the  works,  and 
that  the  committee  would  do  nothing  for  them. 

333°.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  tickets?— « Such  and  such  a person  is  in 
a state  of  destitution,  and  will  die  if  not  employed.” 

3331-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.-]  Who  signed  that  ?— They  were  signed  by  two 
or  three,  and  sometimes  four  members  of  the  committee. 

3332.  They  were  separate  from  the  lists  ? — Yes. 

333 3-  And  were  any  such  persons  found  in  the  list  also  ?— Some  were  and 
some  were  not;  we  could  not  act  upon  them  except  in  peculiar  circumstances. 

3334-  Why  did  you  not  give  credit  to  the  signature  of  so  many  members  of 
the  committee  . Every  person  who  could  write  was  writing  tickets,  and  some- 
times the  number  of  tickets  would  swell  up  to  from  500  to  800  ; forced  upon  the 
committee,  some  of  them  signed  and  some  of  them  not  signed,  from  persons  for 

3335-  Were  they  not  cases  of  destitution  ; or  did  you  consider  it  was  beyond 

the  power  of  the  committee  to  issue  such  tickets,  and  not  within  your  duty  to 
obey  them  r— It  was  not  within  my  duty  to  obey  them  ; or  if  the  committee 
thought  them  in  a state  of  starvation  they  should  have  put  them  on  the  lists 
they  returned  to  me ; but  those  tickets  were  brought  to  me,  and  the  people  who 
brought  them  said,  “ It  is  very  hard,  that  with  a ticket  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  committee,  you  do  not  employ  us  upon  the  works  I am  ready  to  pro- 
duce about  500  from  one  committee.  1 

3336.  How  many  did  you  get  in  the  week  from  one  committee? — From  600 
to  700,  or  even  800  a day,  at  a committee. 

3337-  Did  you  receive  at  the  Liscannor  committee  any  such  quantities? 

Great  quantities  whenever  I attended  at  Liscannor. 

3338.  Did  you  at  Killilagh  ?— After  the  men  were  turned  off  the  work  I did  * 
not  before,  because  they  were  all  employed. 

. 3339-  Mr.  W.  William.']  Did  those  persons  who  had  tickets  given  to  them 
signed  by  members  of  relief  committees,  complain  that  they  had  presented  those 
tickets  to  the  relief  committees,  and  that  they  refused  to  employ  them?— The 
tickets  were  signed  by  members  of  relief  committees  in  many  cases. 

3340.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Biien .]  Individual  members  ?— Individual  members. 
3343-  Mr.  Williams.]  If  I understand  you  correctly,  those  tickets  were  given 
to  parties  as  a proof  that  they  were  in  a state  of  destiturion  ?— Yes : a great  many 
tickets  were  not  signed  at  all  ; they  were  from  the  parties  themselves  even  ; on 
the  other  hand,  a great  many  were  signed.  The  parties  came  to  me  into 
Hnms,  as  they  did  from  all  parts  of  the  district,  from  eight  and  10  and  15 
miles,  when  they  brought  tickets  signed  by  members  of  the  committees. 

3342.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  That  is  scraps  of  paper  ? — Scraps  of  paper. 
334o’  Mr.  W.  Tf  illiams.]  You  have  stated  to  the  Committee  that  numerous 
persons  m a state  of  great  destitution  have  been  refused  to  be  placed  upon  the 
lists  by  the  Liscannor  committee ; I want  to  know  whether  those  persons  made 
proper  representations  of  their  condition,  and  liad  brought  those  tickets  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  committee  after  that  had  refused  to  place  them  on  the  works? 

Jiie  committee  ought  never  to  have  had  the  power  to  put  them  on  the  works  ; 
it  was  their  duty  to  make  out  the  list  and  send  it  to  theinspecting  officer.  They 
id  not  make  out  those  lists  till  a subsequent  date,  and  then  when  those  were 
upon  the  worS^6  °Ut  ^ registry  1 llave  now>  the  Poorer  classes  were  then  put 

e 3344.  ^ ou  have  stated  that  improper  persons  and  persons  in  good  circum- 
stances were  placed  upon  the  works,  and  persons  in  great  destitution  had  been 
°*105*  A a refused 
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refused  to  be  placed  on  the  works  by  the  committee  ? — They  were  refused  from 
. the  fact  that  the  names  were  not  returned  to  me. 

3345-  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  make  the  return  of  those  per. 
sons’  names  to  you  ? — Certainly.  ^ 

3346.  Did  those  persons  state  to  you  that  they  had  made  the  proper  repre 
sentations  to  the  committee,  who  refused  to  return  their  names  ? — The  general 
thing-  was,  “ It  is  no  use  going  to  the  committee,  we  can’t  get  in  ; the  stronger 
men  push  us  out.”  0 

_ 3347-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  Were  not  those  tickets  drawn  out  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  committee  ? — In  a great  many  cases  the  tickets  were  handed  in 
sometimes  to  myself,  and  sometimes  to  the  whole  committee ; sometimes  made 
out  to  myself,  and  sometimes  to  the  whole  committee. 

3348.  Do  you  mean  that  the  members  of  the  committee  signed  a petition  to 
the  committee  ? — Sometimes. 

3349.  Mr.  Bellew .]  There  was  no  authority  to  the  committee  to  issue  tickets? 

— They  had  no  authority.  I wrote  to  them  to  represent  the  difficulty  it  placed 
me  in.  r 

3350.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Did  not  the  signers  of  these  scraps  of  paper 
attend  the  committee  ? — Some  of  them  did  ; I allude  more  particularly  to  tile 
members  of  the  committee  signing  tickets  at  Ennistimon. 

335  Mr.  IK  Williams.]  You  have  stated  that  persons  in  a state  of  great 
destitution  had  been  refused  to  be  employed  on  the  works,  and  that  some  of  them 
died  of  starvation ; now  the  impression  produced  by  that  is,  that  the  committee 
was  culpable  in  refusing  to  employ  those  persons,  and  in  placing  persons  in 
good  circumstances  in  their  stead.  I want  to  know  how  you  fix  that  upon  the 
committee  ? — Because  I consider  that  the  persons  who  are  stated  to  have  died 
m the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  1st  of  February,  are  the  persons  who  should 
have  been  first  placed  upon  the  lists  before  those  you  have  heard  me  name  on  the 
31st  December  and  5th  January,  and  that  the  committee  should  not  have  placed 
those  persons  on  the  works  when  they  knew  the  others  were  dying,  as  stated  in 
the  letter;  it  is  for  this  reason  I consider  the  committee  virtually  responsible  for 
the  heaths  of  those  persons  in  having  returned  comfortable  farmers  first,  when 
they  had  the  opportunity  of  returning  the  destitute. 

335 2.  You  have  not  made  it  clear  to  my  apprehension,  that  the  committee 
was  chargeable  with  culpability  in  not  sending  those  destitute  persons  on  the 
wov-sr  lhe  instructions  that  the  committee  received  were,  that  they  were  to 
put  down  the  names  of  destitute  persons  in  the  registry  as  they  applied  from 
f 6i  and  t-le  llS2  were  t0  be  made  out  from  that  registry  and  for- 

w auie  0 le  inspecting  officer  for  him  to  send  to  the  engineer  the  names  of  those 
. .e  •’  die  committee,  knowing  that  those  parties  were  in  distress, 

aftfr,them  and  seeing  that  they  were  returned,  returned  the 
th^destitute^  316’  116  persons  who  bad  land  and  cattle,  before  they  returned 

the  clll?  furnisIl1ed  t0  you,  that  these  very  destitute  persons  had 
S ^ ,COmmi  *e’o1  tllat  tbcir  names  had  not  been  put  down  after- 
wprp^iiimhm-f  °/mfntr  Solar  as  whenever  I attended  the  committee,  there 
off  the  lists  ° 0t^er  Persons  outside  always  exclaiming  to  me  they  were  left 

anDl3i'pftii;rL^ awaK!,  ‘ha*  those  v«y  destitute  persons  had  made  urgent 
employment,  aud  that  the  committee  omitted 
t Ph  ,t  it  employment  ?-I  could  certainly  positively  assert 

names  T “e  *°  S^e  a single  instance:  *1  have  not  the 

“ . ; ? T,1  e^daI  three  «™™ttees  the  tame  day. 
you3any  doubt* 'TItllout  be“g  able  to  name  an  instance,  have 
r !rJlot  the  slightest  in  the  world. 

tha/extreme  rn nditiin  “ f '1  Y.-U  C-annot  poiat  out  the  Dan,e  of  any  one  person  in 
fluent  dll  J Z , f n ‘'estltut“a  «b°  had  been  refused  ?-I  can  at  a subse- 
rnvrnvn  lerteT  vvl  fT,  l WaS  Decessary  ‘o  keep  the  names.  For  instance: 
th“em  • I 1 haud  ™tten  !uSgaated  to  me  that  I might  have  to  prove 

committee  were  !ufo  the  room  at  Liscannor  not  long  ago,  and  the 

that  he  had  only  two In'tlaily7  ^ StrttCk  °ff ; the  reason  they  stated  ^ 

™rd»™fBr^n.Ci,hainnaa  °f  that  committee  ?-No,  he  was  away. 
j35  • of  undeistand  that  your  observation  with  respect  to  the  refusal  of 

employment 
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employment  of  the  very  destitute  persons,  took  place  not  when  Mr.  O’Brien  was 
presiding? — I never  was  in  the  district  with  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3359-  Then  you  speak  of  circumstances  during-  the  time  you  were  on  service  ? 
—I  speak  of  this  circumstance,  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists  contained  a number  of 
people  who  ought  not  to  have  been  upon  the  works,  and  I allude  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  letter  received  from  Mr.  Macnamara,  who  states  that  the  people 
are  dying.  r r 

3360.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  When  Mr.  O’Brien  was  out  of  the  county,  was 
there  any  agent  or  steward  who  represented  him  ?— There  was  no  person  except 
the  person  who  made  out  the  lists,  the  secretary  to  the  committee. 

3361.  Was  he  anything  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— No  relation;  he  was  the  son  of 
Ins  butler. 

3362.  W as  he  employed  under  him? — I do  not  know  further  than  that. 

33^3*  I see,  in  February7,  you  write  to  say,  “you  lost  no  opportunity  in 

explaining  to  the  committee  that  the  whole  blame  of  having  so  many  destitute 
off tlle  works,  rested  upon  their  having  so  many  comfortable  farmers  on,  to  their 
exclusion  is  that  a fact  ? — It  is. 

3364.  That  is  in  Corcomroe  district  < — It  is. 

33^5-  Lid  you  find  you  had  occasion  to  do  the  same  in  other  districts  ? — Yes, 
in  Burren. 

3366.  Had  you  in  Liscannor  ? — That  is  one  question  I am  to  answer  to-mor- 
row. 

3367.  Had  you  in  Killilagh  ? — No,  because  they  had  all  the  people  on  the 
works. 

3368.  You  say,  that  “in  several  instances  farmers  put  their  servant  boys 
upon  the  works,  and  made  them  hand  over  their  wages  to  them;”  is  that  so? 
— It  is. 

3369.  Did  you  find  that  occur  in  Liscannor  ?— Certainly ; it  is  in  the  book. 

3370.  Did  you  find  that  occur  in  more  instances  than  one,  or  only  in  a very 
few  ? — I think  some  of  the  masters  paid  their  boys,  instead  of  letting  them  brino- 
the  summons  against  them,  so  as  not  to  have  any  inquiry  into  the  circumstances. 

3371.  Ido  not  understand  the  effect  of  your  answer?— The  master  being 
summoned,  he  compromised  with  the  boy  to  hush  up  the  matter. 

3372.  I see  you  say  that,  in  Burren,  “ I have  been  endeavouring,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  reduce  the  numbers  employed,  which  could  easily  be  done  if  I 
received  fair  returns;  but  it  is  quite  impossible,  since  I may  take  off  300  names, 
and  in  another  fortnight  they  are  sent  in,  in  a disguised  form,  and  get  upon  the 
works  by  means  of  misrepresentations,  and  concealing  their  families  and  circum- 
stances ;”  is  that  a fact? — It  is. 

3373.  Did  you  find  that  occur  in  other  districts  besides  Burren ; or  do  you 
refer  only  to  Burren  ? — I refer  to  other  districts  also. 

3374.  Did  you  find  in  Liscannor  such  a practice  ?— I could  not  give  an  instance 
at  present. 

3375-  M ithout  being  able  to  give  an  instance,  have  you  any  doubt  of  the  fact  ? 
— I think  there  is  a case  in  point  in  answer  to  one  of  the  questions  that  came 
before  me  to-day.  William  Daley  is  returned  in  one  place  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as 
having  six  in  family  and  10  acres  of  land. 

337b'.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  that  was  in  the  time  of  the  Honourable 
Member  for  Clare  being  in  the  county  ? — It  was. 

3377.  I am  desired  to  ask,  is  what  you  state  about  William  Daley  a misrepre- 
sentation ? — In  one  place,  under  his  own  signature,  he  says  he  has  15  acres  and 
six  in  family,  and  in  another  place  10  acres  of  land  and  six  in  family. 

3375.  What  representation  is  that? — It  is  upon  a list  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3379.  Y ou  say  you  cannot  employ  more  than  one  out  of  a family  of  six  ; but 

you  cannot  even  succeed  in  that,  “ since  the  committees  seeing  it,  put  the  father 
at  the  beginning  of  the  sheet,  a son  lower  down,  and  after  more  names  another, 
and  so  on  ; ’ did  you  find  that  the  practice  in  the  committees  in  other  places 
besides  Burren?  Certainly;  in  Liscannor  the  fact  of  the  numbers  upon  the 
works,  and  the  number  of  families  as  per  census,  show  they  were  some  relations 
to  each  other ; whereas  that  did  not  appear,,  except  in  the  supplementary  lists  ; 
but  m the  first  list  I am  sure  there  must  be  more  than  one  out  of  each  family 
employed  although  there  is  nothing  to  show  what  the  relationship  was. 

,33  °*  6 Ton  ®ver  l°°ked  to  see,  in  any  of  the  lists  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 

whether  there  were  instances  of  one  member  of  the  family  being  put  down  frau- 
a a 2 dulently 
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dulently  in  one  part  of  the  list,  and  in  another  part  another  member  of  the  same 
family? — I have  not  looked  into  the  matter. 

3381.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  kind  when  you  were  on  service  in  tin* 
county? — I did. 

33S2.  In  the  Liscannor  district? — No,  I have  not  seen  anything-  of  it,  in  the 
Liscannor  district. 

3383.  You  did  in  the  Burrcn  district? — And  in  Corcomroe  district  too. 

3384.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  it  is  not  common  in  the  county  to  have 
a father  of  the  family,  and  the  sons  in  different  houses  on  the  same  holdings?— 
The  father  subdivides  the  land  ; that  is  a very  common  thing. 

3385.  Mr.  Belleiv]  Do  you  mean  in  those  cases  the  father  and  son  were  livimy 
in  the  same  house  or  in  two  houses  ? — No ; in  separate  houses  ; married,  and 
having  separate  families. 

3386.  When  you  say  the  servant-boys  paid  their  wages,  do  you  mean  to  say 
they  received  them,  and  then  paid  them  to  their  masters  ? — I do  ; they  answered 
in  their  masters’  names  on  the  works. 

3387.  Can  you  give  us  cases  of  that  ? — Yes. 


Ennistymon  Petty  Sessions,  12  April  1847. 

Patrick  Grady  v.  Anthony  Leary,  Derry.  Neglecting-  and  refusing  to  pay  him  the  sum 
of  1 /.  8 s.  6 c?.  wages. 

The  complainant  having  been  sworn,  stated,  that  he  was  at  work  on  the  public  works 
from  the  1st  November  till  the  20th  March  last ; that  he  earned  for  his  master  5 s.  weekly 
and  that  on  one  week  he  earned  12  s.  by  taskwork.  When  the  roll  was  called  each  time  he 
always  answered  as  “ Anthony  Leary.”  His  master  has  five  head  of  cattle  and  a mule,  and 
eight  acres  of  land. 

Decree  for  the  amount  and  costs. 


Patrick  Cariy  v.  Thomas  Carmody.  Neglecting  and  refusing  to  pay  the  sum  of  1 wages. 

Clomplainant  having  been  sworn,  stated,  that  he  was  compelled  by  his  master  to  work  on 
the  public  works,  for  whom  he  earned  1 1.  as.,  at  5s.  weekly.  Always  answered  to  “ Tom 
■Carmody,  to  whom  he  was  compelled  to  give  the  money. 

Decree  for  the  amount,  with  costs. 


And  then  th'e  venerable  Archdeacon  Whitty  states,  at  the  end,  “ I was  for  giving 
compensation  Mr.  Bell  against.” 

338S.  Chairman .]  Might  that  have  occurred  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee  ?— Certainly  not,  because  Anthony  Leary  was  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists. 

33^9-  V>  as  it  the  duty  of  the  check-clerk  to  attend  to  that? — He  was  very 
often  a stranger ; it  was  impossible  for  him  to  know  the  individuals.  If  he  called 
out  lom  Carmody,”  from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  O’Brien  not  having  put  the 
ages  into  the  return,  it  was  impossible  for  the  check-clerk  to  detect  whether  he 
was  the  proper  person  or  not. 

339°.  Could  the  committee,  by  any  means  of  information,  know  that  it  was 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  case  of  such  a person  as  you  have  mentioned?— 
L-ertainly,  because  Anthony  Leary  is  stated  to  have  five  head  of  cattle  and  a mule 
and  eight  acres  of  land. 

3391  - Mr.  Bellew.']  Have  yon  any  other  case?— -Yes. 


Ennistymon  Petty  Sessions,  Ennistymon,  5 April  1847. 

Anthony  Dunlevey  v.  John  Macmalion.  Lough.  Wages,  3?. 

MlcmXoTt'hf«nTSt0byCSmp.Iaivanl',andals0  Pn  t,le  sworn  testimony  of  Michael 
vvnrk  on  tlio  ™ir  °(  iesP°n^ent>  that  the  complainant  was  employed  by  his  master  to 

hi  at  Sit  7rkS"  J °hn,  M?cm?h°a  has  10  head  of  cattle”  12  acri  of  land,  and 

30  ’ i , , ’■  , or , seven  loads  of  potatoes.  The  yearly  hire  to  servant  was  only 

i°*Z , Thtdtt  d °nly  ] \ Was  discharged  tvhen  the  change  took  place  in  the  public 

the  mo,iey  eamed  on?hewor£  by  "nb 

Decree  for  - - _ _ r , Q 

And  Cost - 1 6 

malted,  Bthin®,Se  servf‘  “Ration  to  the  Ml  amount  of  what  he  had  earned  for  his 

Cl‘  hlS  n'aSt£rhad  re“ira3'  bat  was  over-ruled  by 

(signed)  J.  Whitly,  Chairman. 

3392,  Chairman. ] 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  1S1 


3392.  Chairman.]  Whose  tenant  is  he  ? — I am  not  sure  whose  tenant  he  is ; 
he  comes  from  the  Killilagh  district. 

3393.  Whose  tenant  is  Leary? — A tenant  of  Patrick  Shannon,  esq. 

3394.  Not  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Not  of  Mr.  O’Brien ; I do  not  know  whether  lie 
does  not  hold  land  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

3395.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? — No. 

3396.  Mr.  Belief'.]  Have  you  other  cases  ? — Here  is  one  at  page  34. 


Eunistymon  Union,  County  of  Clare. 


Sir,  Eunistymon,  31  March  1847. 

I have  to  enclose  two  cases  that  came  before  the  petty  sessions  for  investigation  on  the 
29th.  Martin  Kinnane  has  10  acres  (Irish)  of  land,  and  is  valued  at  30  l.  1 6 s.,  and  was 
returned  as  destitute  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  as  I reported  on  the  28th  February. 

I have  since  that  report  ascertained  that  Widow  Flanagan,  who  was  also  returned  as 
destitute,  is  one  of  the  highest  ratepayers  of  Liscannor. 


And  another : 


I have,  8cc. 

(signed)  H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 


Ennistymon  Petty  Sessions,  29  March  1847. 

Michael  Macdonagh  v.  Martin  Kinnane,  Ballyvorda. — To  show  cause  why  he  was  dismissed 
from  his  service. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was  that  defendant  ordered  him  on  the  public 
works  in  his  place,  drew  the  entire  money  (pay)  of  5 s.  per  week,  and  only  paid  the  plain- 
tiff at  the  rate  of  35  s.  per  year. 


John  Garrahy  v.  Michael  Fitzpatrick,  Ballyfadeen. — Neglecting  to  pay  12  s.  wao-es. 

William  Conole  examined  : — Plaintiff  was  compelled  by  his  master  to  serve  on  the  public 
works,  and  earned  for  his  master  2 1.  5 s.,  who  took  up  the  whole  money,  paying  the 
servant  only  12  s.  for  half  a year. 


3397.  What  district  is  that  in  '? — Liscannor. 

3398.  Chairman .]  Were  the  committees  answerable  for  those  persons  being 
improperly  on? — Certainly;  Martin  Kinnane  is  returned  as  a destitute  person^ 
and  lie  was  on  the  work  list  as  a destitute  person  ; it  was  impossible  for  the 
check  clerk  to  know  him  when  he  called  out  Martin  Kinnane. 

3399.  How  could  the  committee  be  aware  that  a wrong  person  would  answer 
to  the  name  : — Because  Martin  Kinnane  was  an  improper  person,  and  very  likely 
not  a person  who  would  work. 

3400.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  In  page  16  I find  this: — 

To  the  Stewards,  Check  Clerks,  See.  Sc c. ; aye,  and  Engineers  too. 

You  are  better  send  the  Dummy  to  work,  and  get  him  checked  and  paid,  if  you  wish  to 
have  the  eyes  in  your  head,  or  the  head  itself  safe. 

22  March  1847.  (signed)  Timothy  Shannon. 


To  Martin  Shannon,  or  Austin  Tierney. 

Take  in  Pat.  Kelly  Hollo’s  son  in  place  of  Pounder’s  son.  It  was  through  mistake  that 
I put  Pounder  after  the  name  in  the  list,  but  it  was  the  other  that  the  committee  intended  to 
put  in.  I mentioned  the  circumstance  in  committee  yesterday,  and  was  instructed  to  rectify 
the  mistake.  If  you  can  keep  both  you  may.  3 

Moymore,  26  November  /4G.  Timothy  Shannon. 


3401.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Who  is  Timothy  Shannon  ? — The  parish  priest. 

3402.  Chairman^]  I wish  to  ask  one  general  question ; with  regard  to  your 
experience  in  committees,  do  you  believe  that  relief  committees  had  a very  great 
Pf58.11;®  Put  uPon  t*1®m  the  multitude  of  people  who  required  that  their  names 
s ou  be  put  on  relief  lists,  and  that  the  relief  committees  put  such  persons  on 
under  some  degree  of  fear  ? — I do ; but  in  doing  so,  they  threw  the  whole  on  the 
inspecting  officer  to  turn  them  off. 

- Tlie-5r  Mid  Put  tliem  on  in  some  degree  of  fear,  leaving  it  to  the  inspect- 

ing officer  to  strike  such  off  as  were  improperly  put  on  ? — Exactly ; and  at  the 
same  time,  if  they  had  properly  explained  to  the  people  that  no  person  should 
receive  work  unless  utterly  destitute,  all  that  might  have  been  avoided. 

0,1  °5-  a a 3 3404.  Mr. 


Cap(. 
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Capt.  3404.  Mr.  Solicitor- General]  From  what  you  know  of  the  county  of  Clare, 

JL  Jt\  Gordon,  and  from  what  you  know  of  Mr.  O’Brien  there,  are  you  of  opinion  that  he,  as 

chairman  of  that  committee,  or  the  committee  itself  ot  which  he  was  chairman, 

is  May  1847.  pUt  any  persons  on  through  fear  ?— I certainly  think  that  Mr.  O’Brien  possesses 
a o-reat  deal  too  much  power  in  that  district  to  have  been  ever  intimidated  by 
any  parties. 

3405.  What  is  your  answer  ? — I do  not  think  he  put  any  persons  on  the  list 
through  fear. 

3406.  Do  you  think  he  put  them  on  through  the  great  importunity  of  the 
people  ? — I think  lie  may  have  done  that. 

3407.  Leaving  it  to  you  to  strike  off  those  improperly  put  on  ? — Exactly. 

3408.  Did  either  Mr.  O’Brien  or  the  relief  committee,  when  you  objected  to 
the  list,  give  you  any  intimation  of  the  parties  who  ought  not  to  be  on  the  lists  ? 
— They  sent  them  in  to  me,  with  a resolution  generally  that  the  parties  might 
be  immediately  put  to  work. 

3409.  They  did  not  give  you  any  intimation  that  they  were  put  on  through 
importunity  ? — On  the  contrary,  they  generally  said  that  the  parties  whom  they 
put  on  would  be  in  a state  of  starvation  if  not  employed. 

3410.  Mr.  IF.  Williams.  1 Was  any  private  intimation  given  to  that  effect  ? — 
Not  that  they  were  to  be  taken  off ; quite  the  contrary. 

3411.  Chairman.']  I think  you  stated  that  at  the  Liscannor  committee  you 
made  an  explanation  respecting  destitute  persons  being  kept  off  the  works  ; did 
you  at  Corcomroe  committee  state,  chat  the  whole  blame  of  having  so  many 
destitute  persons  off  the  works  rested  upon  their  having  so  many  comfortable 
farmers  on  ? — I did.  I alluded  more  especially  to  Kilfenora. 

3412.  Did  you  again  at  Burren  state  to  the  committee  the  impropriety  of 
putting  comfortable  farmers  on  the  lists  to  the  exclusion  of  destitute  persons  ? — 
I did. 

3413.  Did  either  of  those  committees  give  you  any  explanation  ? — They  ex- 
pressed their  regret,  and  evidently  seemed  to  see  they  had  been  in  error. 

3414.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Did  you  ever  bring  before  the  relief  com- 
mittee, as  a general  question,  their  devolving  the  most  responsible  and  onerous 
part  of  their  duties  upon  you ? — I often  explained  to  the  different  committees, 
without  mentioning  any  particular  dates,  that  I thought  it  very  invidious  to 
send  the  people  to  me  at  Ennis  with  tickets  as  if  I was  the  person  who  would 
not  employ  them,  thus  wishing  to  throw  the  responsibility  from  themselves 
upon  me. 

3415.  But  as  to  the  lists  ? — But  as  to  the  lists,  I constantly  called  their  atten- 
tion to  so  many  being  returned. 

3416.  You  called  their  attention  to  putting  comfortable  farmers  on  the  list  as 
an  injustice  to  the  poor,  but  did  you  ever  call  their  attention  to  the  unfairness  of 
placing  you  in  the  invidious,  not  to  say  dangerous,  position  of  being  alone  the 
person  who  was  to  refuse? — No,  I did  not;  because  I was  perfectly  satisfied,  if 
they  gave  me  proper  information,  to  turn  them  off  myself ; it  would  not  do  for 
me  to  represent  to  the  committee  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  me  to  do  so,  but 
in  every  case  where  parties  were  returned  as  holding  too  much  land  I struck 
them  off. 

3417.  Where  they  gave  you  the  power  of  veto  alone,  they  placed  officers  in 
your  position  in  some  degree  of  danger ; did  you  ever  represent  that  to  them  r 
— No. 

_ 3418.  Chairman.]  When  you  represented  that  improper  persons  were  put  on, 
did  they  strike  them  off? — Never  : it  was,  “ You  may  strike  them  off  yourself; 
we  will  not  take  the  responsibility.” 

3419.  Were  they  struck  off? — -They  were,  by  me. 

3420.  You  taking  the  responsibility  which  the  committees  declined  to  take  ? 

3421.  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  committee,  not  yours? — Certainly,  the  duty  of 
the  committee. 

3422.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  in  100  you  struck 
off?— I will  take  one  or  two  districts  that  I have  already  reported;  in  the 
district  of  Burren  New  Quay  I struck  700  names  off  the  works  in  one  week. 

3423.  Out  of  how  many  ?— Fifteen  hundred  that  were  at  work,  and  subse- 
quently they  were  reduced  by  20  per  cent. 

3424.  Mr,  Stafford  O'Brien .]  You  struck  off  50  per  cent.? — I did  ; that  was 

previous 
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previous  to  any  reduction  being  called  for.  In  Killilagh  I struck  900  names 
off  the  works,  but  not  from  any  information  from  the  committee ; entirely  from 
information  gained  from  the  check-clerks. 

3425.  Mr.  Thornely.]  You  struck  50  per  cent,  off— and  then  20  per  cent.  off 
the  remaining  50  r — I struck  20  per  cent,  off  the  remainder  at  New  Quay  since 
the  committee  protested  against  striking  off  the  names  and  saying,  “ You  may 
do  it ; we  will  not  take  the  responsibility  upon  ourselves.” 

3426.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Did  I understand  you  to  say  those  parties  were 
struck  off  with  the  consent  of  the  committee  ?— No ; on  the  most  violent  oppo- 
sition. 

3427.  Mr.  IF.  Williams.]  Did  you  consult  the  committee  ? — Yes,  I asked  them 
to  do  it,  and  they  refused. 

342S.  Lord  J.  Manners. ] W hen  you  said  the  names  were  not  struck  off  with 
the  consent  of  the  committee,  was  their  dissent  expressed  to  you  ?— Certainly, 
on  every  occasion. 

3429.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  During  the  time  that  you  were  in  Clare,  had 
you  the  co-operation  of  the  gentry  in  a way  you  had  a right  to  expect  ?— Cer 
tainty  not,  with  few  exceptions. 

343 °-  I "ill  ask  you.  in  respect  to  Mr,  O’Brien  and  the  committees  he 
presided  over,  did  you  from  him  and  them  receive  the  co-operation  you  had 
a right  to  expect  ? — I never  met  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  district  at  all. 

3431.  From  the  committee  ? — Certainly  not  from  his  committee. 

3432.  Chairman.]  Was  it  a general  complaint  that  they  did  not  give  you  the 
assistance  which,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  jmu  were  entitled  to? — 
Certainly ; I.  would  make  an  exception  as  to  Captain  Macnamara,  during  the 
time  he  was  in  that  district. 

3433-  With  certain  individual  exceptions,  I understand  you  to  give  a general 
statement  that  the  committees  did  not  assist  you  as  you  would  expect? — No. 

3434-  With  those  exceptions,  and  from  your  observations  of  the  conduct  of 
the  relief  committees  generally  in  West  Clare,  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  terms 
applied  to  them  by  Captain  Wynne,  that  they  were  “ cruel  and  unjust,”  were 
well  founded? — I would  not  extend  it  to  so  many  committees  as  all  West 
Clare,  from  the  fact  that  some  committees  had  the  whole  of  the  population  upon 
the  works,  and  therefore  there  was  no  cruelty  in  those  committees. 

343 5-  Was  there  not  injustice  if  the  destitute  were  excluded  ? — Yes ; but 
nothing  like  the  extent  that  would  be  thought  by  the  previous  question. 

3436.  In  those  cases,  would  the  term  cruel  be  applicable? — Yes. 

3437-  And  would  the  term  “unjust”  be  applicable  where  the}'  put  a great 
many  persons  more  than  ought  to  have  been  on  the  list  at  all  ? — I think  they 
went  contrary  to  the  directions  of  Government  in  every  way  whatever,  against 
all  opposition  on  my  part. 

3438.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Would  it  be  unjust  to  the  ratepayers  if  those  parties 
were  put  on  that  ought  not  to  be  put  on  ? — Very  unjust. 

3439-  Or  the  British  Empire,  for  instance,  whose  labouring  population  were 
paying  this  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute,  to  have  that  mone}T  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  industry  of  Great  Britain,  and  employed  in  the  relief  of  persons 
who  were  not  destitute  ? — Of  course. 


Captain  Edmund  JFy?me,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

3440-  Chairman.]  DO  you  hand  in  a list  of  check  clerks,  who  were  also  mem- 
bers of  committees  ?— And  stewards  and  overseers. 

3441.  Does  that  list  contain  the  whole  of  the  persons  so  stated,  or  only  a part? 
— Only  a part ; a very  small  portion.  r 

344-*  Or  were  sons  of  members  of  the  committee? — Yes. 

\The  Witness  handed  in  the  following  Paper 


0.105. 


a a 4 


A List 


Capt. 

H.  W.  Gordo*. 
18  May  1847. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
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A LIST  of  Stewards  a'nd  Check  Clerks  who  either 
resigned  their  Situations,  or  threatened  to  do  so,  if  not 
removed  to  other  Districts. 

RETURN  of  Stewards  and  Check  Clerks  who  were 
Members  of  Relief  Committees,  or  connected  with 
them. 

NAMES. 

WHEN- 

EMPLOYED. 

— 

NAMES. 

WHEN  IN 
EMPLOYMENT. 

— - 

BARONY  OF  I 
Thomas  Hogan 
John  Eagan 
John  O’Dea 
Pat  Keane 
Edward  Fennessy 
James  M‘Makon 
John  Carmody 
Andrew  Morony 

iLAND : 

I Nov.  1846 
1 

1 - - 
15  Dec.  - 
10  Nov.  - 
20  Dec.  — 
20  - 
20  - 

Steward. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Check  clerk. 
Steward, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

BARONY  OF  I 
Michael  O’Brien 
Thomas  M'Inerny  - 
James  M'Namara  - 
Thomas  Harvey 

Henry  Greene 

3LAND : 

20  Dec.  1846 
1 Feb.  1847 
20  Dec.  1S46 
13  Feb.  1847 

15  Dec.  1840 

Steward. 

ditto. 

Gangsman. 

- - Check  clerk, 
son  to  member. 

- ditto. 

I certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

(signed)  John  Fitzgerald. 


BARONY  OF  CORCOMROE: 


Janies  Doherty 
John  O’Brien  - 
Anthony  O’Brien 


17  May  1847. 


12  Nov.  1846 
2 Jan.  1847 
12  Nov.  1846 


BARONY  OF  CORCOMROE 
John  Rymer  - 


Thomas  Rymer 
Geral  O’Loughlin 


12  Dec.  1846 
12  - 

18  Jan.  1847 


- Poor-law  guar- 
dian. 

Son.  x 


I certify  this  correct. 


TNCHIQUIN  BARONY: 

Pat  Barry 

16  Mar.  1847 

James  Greene 

Pat  Eagan 

27  April  - 

Thomas  Brew 

16  Mar.  - 

John  Foley 

17  Dec.  1846 

(signed)  B.  Millett. 


Steward. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 


(signed)  John  Petty,  C.  E. 


BURREN  BARONY: 


Connor  O’Loughan  - 
Luke  M'Namara 
Denis  Nevill  - 


16  Jan. 
16  - 
15  - 


1847 
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Jovis,  20°  die  Mail,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Shaman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Henry  William  Gordon , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 


3443.  Chairman .]  HAVE  you  prepared  a list,  containing  the  names  and  cir* 
cumstances  of  any  of  the  parties  whose  admission  on  the  relief  lists  you  object 
to  as  being  unfit  persons  to  be  put  on? — I have,  a portion  of  them. 

3444.  About  what  proportion? — There  are  about  102  names  in  that  sheet 
and  they  would  represent  at  least  another  102. 


[The  Witness  handed  in  the  following  List:'] 


O.105. 


B B 


List 


Capt. 

II.  W.  Cordon. 


20  May  1847. 
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BallynHiacken 

Kinnoity 


“ Darby  M‘§weeny 


Denis  Conway  - 
Mich.  O’Loughlin  - 
John  Corry 
Thouius  Crowe  - 
Peter  Sexton  (Fisher) 


Lislorkau 


1 One  at  work,  6 January. 

0 One  at  work,  3 January, 
u One  at  work,  0 January, 
n One  at  work,  3 January. 

1 One  at  work,  3 January. 

1 One  at  work,  3 January. 


One  at  work,  3 January. 

- - Father  a steward,  lias 
two  forms. 


One  at  work,  a January. 

Doiihlfal. 


Ono  at  work,  3 Janim 
IK  Gordon , Captain  fiOllt  Iiegt. 
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igo 

Capt.  3445-  Has  it  been  a work  of  time  to  make  out  that  list? — Most  laborious. 

H . W.  Gordon.  3446.  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  have  not  made  out  a list  of  the  whole?— 

It  would,  be  impossible  for  me  to  have  done  so  in  the  time. 

20  May  1847.  344-  Have  you  raacje  any  selection,  either  according  to  their  being  tenants 

of  any  particular  individual,  or  of  those  who  were  in  the  best  circumstances?— 
I commenced  at  the  beginning  of  the  valuation,  and  I went  through  it  as  far  as 
I could  ; I went  about  one-half  or  three-quarters  through  the  valuation. 

3448.  You  have  taken  them  without  selection? — Without  selection. 

3449.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether  those  contain  the  strongest  cases,  the 
most  glaring  cases  of  persons  being  put  on  the  lists  improperly  ? — I should  think 
it  did  in  a great  measure,  the  strongest. 

3450.  I use  the  words,  “ most  glaring  cases,”  as  the  words  you  used  before- 
do  these  contain  the  most  glaring  cases  ? — They  do. 

3451.  Do  they  give  particular  landlords’ tenants  ? — The  landlord’s  name  of 
each  particular  townland  is  stated. 

3452.  Are  you  able  to  state  about  how  many  of  those  are  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
tenants  ? — Thirty -eight. 

3453.  About  what  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  number  of  his  tenants  in 
the  remainder  of  the  list,  if  you  had  had  time  to  complete  it  ? — About  one-third, 
I should  say. 

3454.  In  the  number  you  have  given  of  one-third,  that  you  have  marked  in 
those  lists,  and  two-tliirds  remaining  unmarked,  for  want  of  time,  is  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  all  those  persons  make  up  the  number  of  persons  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  ?— Yes,  I say  the  most  glaring  cases.  I object 
to  those  persons  who  even  had  one  cow. 

3455.  Are  there  any  tenants  of  the  other  honourable  Member  for  Clare  ?— 
There  are. 

3456.  How  many? — Twenty-five;  heads  of  families  in  both  cases. 

3457.  "What  proportion  does  that  bear  to  the  number  of  Major  Macnamara’s 
tenants  upon  the  whole  list  ? — It  would  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer  that. 

3458.  Can  you  give  the  proportion  that  those  names  would  bear  to  the  other 
tenants  of  Major  Macnamara  who  were  put  on,  according  to  your  view,  impro- 
perly ? — I should  say  I have  stated  about  two-thirds. 

3459-  Can  you  complete  the  entire  list  of  those  you  call  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants 
improperly  put  on  the  lists  ; and  if  so,  within  what  time? — I could  complete  it, 
certainly,  from  documents  I have  with  me;  I have  no  local  knowledge;  but 
not  a week  from  this  time,  and  I should  have  to  be  at  work  every  day  to  do 
that  alone,  without  giving  any  other  information. 

3460.  What  is  the  reason  it  would  take  you  so  long  a time  ? — First  of  all  I 
have  to  take  the  registry  that  was  furnished  to  me  by  the  Liscannor  committee, 
and  from  it  select  every  person  who  has  two  cows  or  upwards;  I then  look  to  the 
number  of  acres  they  are  returned  as  having  ; I look  also  to  the  names  of  their 
sons,  and  the  names  of  the  different  members  of  the  family ; I then  look  into 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  list  and  see  if  they  agree  in  any  way ; for  instance,  I see  in  one 
townland  in  the  census  there  is  only  one  family  of  the  same  name,  and  if 
in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists  there  is  only  one  family  returned  of  the  same  name,  I 
conclude  they  are  the  same  parties,  especially  when  they  agree  in  land  and  in 
family.  I then  put  in  the  stock,  and  then  compare  the  names  and  the  lands 
with  the  valuation.  I also  see  if  there  is  any  other  person  of  the  same  name  in 
the  valuation.  I get  the  landlord’s  name ; and  those  are  the  only  means  I have 
of  furnishing  these  returns  at  all. 

3461.  This  is  as  to  tenants  merely? — Persons  I consider  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. 

3462.  Is  that  the  mode  in  which  you  have  made  up  the  list  with  regard  to 

Mr.  O Brien’s  and  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants,  so  far  as  you  have  done  so?— 
Exactly.  J 

3463*  Is  that  the  best  mode  within  your  power  of  makino-  out  such  a list?— 
It  is.  ® 

3464-  Is  that  list,  in  consequence  of  the  mode  in  which  vou  have  made  it  out, 
subject  to  any  mistakes  ? — Certainly ; for  instance,  from  my  own  local  knowledge 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say  that  the  persons  had  not  died  since. 

3465.  Being  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  local  knowledge  and  local  inquiry, 
you  cannot  say  but  that  there  may  be  mistakes  in  that  list  you  have  made  ?— 
I consider  myself  most  fortunate  in  being  able  to  furnish  any  list  at  all. 

3466.  There 
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3466.  There  may  be  mistakes  upon  it  for  want  of  those  two  circumstances  — Capt. 

Many.  H.  IV.  Gordon . 

3467.  From  the  means  you  have  in  your  power,  is  it  tire  best  list  you  can  n “ 

furnish,  and  you  believe  it  to  be  tolerably  correct? — I believe  it  to  be  true  in  20  l847* 

every  way.;  and  so  anxious  have  I been,  that  I have  not  allowed  a single  clerk, 

or  any  one,  to  touch  any  document  or  paper  but  myself. 

3468-  Can  you  in  another  district,  for  instance,"  Killilagh,  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee how  many,  if  any,  of  the  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara,  being  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  were  put  upon  the  works  ? — I cannot ; I can  onlv  state 
that  I know  a great  many  were. 

3469.  Why  cau  you  not  ascertaiu  the  individuals  in  the  same  manner  as  you 
have  done  in  the  district  of  Liscannor  ?— In  the  first  place,  I have  no  list  from 
the  Killilagh  committee,  signed  by  Major  Macnamara. 

3470.  By  anybody? — Subsequently  I have. 

3471.  At  the  time?— I could  at  no  time  get  lists  from  that  district,  although 
I repeatedly  called  for  them. 

3472.  Did  the  subsequent  lists  not  enable  you  to  form  some  opinion? — I was 
under  the  necessity  then  of  calling  on  the  check  clerks  to  give  me  as  much 
information  as  they  could  from  their  sheets,  and  from  those  sheets  I struck  off 
in  one  week  upwards  of  900  persons.  There  was  a great  deal  of  confusion  then 
in  the  district,  and  the  committee  made  out  lists  ; that  was  towards  the  end  of 
February.  Captain  Macnamara  got  the  lists  made  out,  and  I went  to  the  com- 
mittee and  checked  those  lists  in  committee. 

3473-  -Are  you  able  to  show  from  those  lists  liovv  many  of  Major  Macnamara’s 
tenants,  if  any,  being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  were  put  upon  the  works? 

— I cannot  give  you  more  information  than  appears  in  some  sheets  I have  here, 
being  sheets  of  the  relief  committee  at  Killilagh,  after  I took  the  numbers  of  the 
works. 

3474.  And  for  these  names  or  persons  put  upon  them  Major  Macnamara  is 
not  responsible  ? — Not  responsible. 

3475-  You  have  already  stated  Major  Macnamara’s  son  did  give  you  every 
assistance  you  could  desire  ? — He  did. 

3476.  Mr.  IV . Williams.']  Who  is  responsible  for  these  lists  ? — Captain  Macna- 
mara.  They  were  made  out  in  a great  hurry  in  consequence  of  the  confusion 
in  the  district  of  so  great  a number  being  thrown  out  of  employment  so  sud- 
denly ; and  the  committee  were  bound  then  to  exert  themselves.  And  when 
these  lists  were  laid  on  the  table,  Captain  Macnamara  said  he  did  not  consider 
them  all  fit  persons.  The  crosses  show  the  persons  struck  off,  and  those  that 
were  retained  have  no  mark  opposite  their  names. 

3477.  Chairman.]  How  many  of  those  you  struck  off  were  Major  Macna- 
mara’s tenants  ? — I could  not  say  without  preparing  a valuation. 

3478-  Supposing  for  a moment  that  any  of  those  who  were  struck  off  as 
improper  persons  to  be  put  on  were  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara,  have  you 
any  reason  to  believe  that  such  an  entry  could  have  originated  in  anything  but 
mistake  and  the  hurry  of  business  on  the  part  of  Captain  Macnamara? — I saw 
the  lists  as  soon  as  Captain  Macnamara  did  himself. 

3479-  I will  ask  you  then  whether  you  deem  Captain  Macnamara  responsible 
for  any  mistake  in  putting  wrong  persons  on  those  lists  ? — I consider,  from  the 
assistance  I received  from  the  committee  when  I checked  those  lists,  that  if  I 
retained  any  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  after  I checked  them,  that 
Captain  Macnamara  was  responsible  in  allowing  me  to  retain  them. 

3480.  But  he  afforded  every  information  he  could  ? — He  did. 

3481.  Then  from  that  you  do  not  consider  him  responsible  for  their  being 
improperly  put  on  ? — I do  not  consider  him  responsible,  except  that  I required 
his  signature  as  a voucher  for  me  to  emplov  the  persons ; but  I consider  the 
committee  responsible. 

3482.  Was  that  after  you  had  struck  off  the  number  you  had  mentioned  ? — 

1 struck  off  a number,  in  the  first  instance,  because  I did  not  receive  the  lists. 

. 3483.  was  his  signature  given  after  that?— It  was;  after  I struck  the 
improper  persons  oft  the  lists  I got  his  signature  to  them. 

3484.  Then  if  he  was  responsible,  he  did  no  more  than  his  duty?— If  there 
had  not  been  such  confusion  in  the  parish  it  would  be  his  duty  to  inquire  into 
every  case  previous  to  handing  them  to  me. 

34S5.  If  he  had  time  to  make  the  necessary  local  inquiries,  do  you  think  that 
0,1  °5-  b n 4 additional 
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Capt.  additional  persons  might  have  been  struck  oft  ? — Certainly  ; I struck  them  off 
H.  IV.  Gordon,  again  subsequently  to  this. 

— 348b.  But  under  the  circumstances  of  the  pressure  of  time,  and  shortness  of 

20  May  1847.  period  to  make  the  examinations,  do  you  think  that  Captain  Macnamara  did 
that  which  was  his  duty  to  do  under  the  peculiarities  of  the  case  ? — I consider 
lie  did  his  duty ; he  gave  me  his  assistance ; and  I do  not  consider  that  Captain 
Macnamara  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  district  to  know  any  of  the  in- 
dividual cases.  I do  not  consider  him  as  responsible  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Liscannor  committee,  because  he  has  a minute  knowledge  of  his  tenants,  living 
so  many  years  among  them. 

3487.  Did  you  proceed  in  your  inquiries  as  to  any  improper  persons  being 
admitted  in  other  districts,  as  you  did  in  Liscannor  ? — Most  certainly.  I am 
prepared  to  name  the  committees,  and  to  state  cases,  in  each  committee,  where 
cruelty  and  injustice  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  made  use  of. 

3488.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  You  are  prepared  now  ? — I am  ; and  I do  not 
think  that  through  the  whole  district  there  is  any  committee  which  had  not 
improper  persons  on  the  works  ; in  fact  I am  certain  of  it. 

3489.  Chairman.]  Were  tenants  of  gentlemen  composing  parts  of  the  com- 
mittees, being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  put  on  ? — They  were ; but  there 
are  so  few  resident  gentry,  and  some  of  them  have  no  tenants  at  all,  it  is  not  a 
similar  case;  the  principal  thing  I complain  of  is,  the  cruelty  of  keeping  off 
the  poor  people,  and  putting  on  the  rich  to  their  exclusion,  which  in  that  dis- 
trict was  so  extensive  that  it  was  difficult  to  check  it. 

3490.  Mr.  Bellew.]  That  did  not  apply  to  Killilagh? — No,  because  they  had 
every  person  on  the  works. 

3491 . Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  You  stated,  in  the  first  instance,  you  were  employed 
in  Roscommon  ; was  that  in  the  same  capacity  ? — I was  employed  reporting  on 
the  different  "works,  but  not  as  inspecting  officer. 

3492.  Are  you  aware  whether  improper  persons  were  placed  by  the  com- 
mittees on  the  lists  in  that  county,  such  as  comfortable  farmers  ? — I am  not  able 
to  speak  as  to  that. 

3493.  Are  you  able  to  speak  as  to  the  county  of  Mayo?— Not  more  than  Ros- 
common, except  that  I know  the  committees  put  persons  improperly  on  the 
works. 

3494.  As  comfortable  farmers? — They  put  on  persons  who  ought  not  to  have 
been  upon  the  works ; I do  not  say  comfortable  farmers,  I sav  persons  who 
could  have  done  without. 

3495.  Do  you  make  the  same  observation  on  Sligo? — Both  in  Sligo,  Mayo, 
and  Roscommon,  I was  employed  under  the  9 Viet.  c.  21,  to  report  on  different 
projects.  I had  then  nothing  to  do  with  the  relief  committees.  I can  only 
speak  from  my  general  knowledge  of  those  counties. 

3496.  Is  it  your  impression  that  improper  persons  were  put  upon  the  lists? — 

I could  not  speak  of  Sligo,  because  there  were  no  works  going  on  there. 

3497.  You  were  also  in  Cork? — Yes. 

3498.  Had  you  the  means  of  ascertaining  whether  improper  persons  were  put 
on  the  lists  there  ? — Not  to  any  great  extent ; not  anything  like  the  extent  it 
was  carried  to  in  Clare. 

3499.  Mr*  Bellew-]  With  regard  to  the  list  of  Killilagh,  you  could  refer  to 
the  poor-law  valuation  ? — I could ; but  I do  not  consider  Major  Macnamara 
responsible  for  the  lists  that  came  in  subsequently. 

3500.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Now  you  say  that  in  those  districts  to  which  I have 
referred  it  did  not  exist  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as  in  Clare ; had  you 
the  means  of  ascertaining  that  fact  ? — I obtained  lists  of  employment  in  the  first 
instance,  and  those  lists  1 checked. 

3501.  Do  you  refer  to  Roscommon? — I refer  to  Cork. 

3502.  Chairman.]  You  are  able  to  state  distinctly  as  to  the  proportionate- 
extent  of  improper  persons  at  Cork  and  in  West  Clare;  and  I understand  you 
to  state  that  a large  number  of  persons  were  improperly  put  on  the  lists  in  Cork, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  Clare  ? — Exactly,  except  that  I could  not  get 
the  lists  of  West  Clare  in  some  districts  till  long  after  I had  been  there.  To 
show  the  number  that  must  have  been  upon  the  works  in  West  Clare  in  February, 

I have  to  state  that  in  two  baronies  alone,  Burren  and  Corcomroe,  there  were  no 
less  than  11,690  persons  on  the  works,  who  had  been  placed  on  them  as  des- 
titute persons  by  the  relief  committees:  that  number  ought  to  afford  relief  to 

46,784, 
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46,784  souls,  supposing  that  each  supported  three  besides  himself;  whereas  the 
entire  population  only  amounts  to  38,765,  according  to  the  census  of  1S41. 

35°3-  You  get  the  gross  number  by  multiplying  the  lists  by  four?— Yes. 
The  entire  number  returned  for  gratuitous  relief  in  the  registries  for  the  new 
relief  measures  in  those  two  baronies,  amount  at  most  only  to  11,046  men 
women,  and  children,  at  a time  when  destitution  ought  to  be  greater,  which 
would  be  met  by  the  employment  of  3,000  at  the  outside;  and  f think, 
if  proper  care  were  taken,  that  number  would  fully  meet  every  case  of 
destitution  in  the  district.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  from  this  of  the  state  of 
society  , in  the  first  instance,  the  money  was  advanced  by  Government  * in  the 
bitter  case  the  money  has  to  be  procured  by  a rate  on  the  electoral  d’ivision. 
ihe  numbers  returned  in  the  registries  fix  the  amount  of  that  rate,  and  there- 
lore  it  snows  that  in  those  two  baronies  alone  there  were  8,696  persons  im- 
properly put  upon  the  relief  works.  In  the  Liscannor  district  there  were  1,432 
at  one  time  upon  the  works,  exclusive  of  those  employed  from  that  electoral 
division  in  the  Ennistimon  electoral  division.  This  ought  to  afford  relief  to 
u,728,  equal  to  almost  the  entire  population,  according  to  the  census  of  1841. 
In  the  new  lists  for  gratuitous  relief  there  are  only  1,383,  the  relief  of  which 
would  be  met  by  the  employment  of,  at  the  outside,  400,  showing  1,000  in  that 
distnet  alone  improperly  upon  the  works.  I would  observe  also,  that  Mr. 

0 Bnen  s townlands  in  that  district  have  been  omitted  in  the  gratuitous  relief 
registries,  I know  not  for  what  reason. 

3504.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  country  at  the  time  that  registry  was  made 

out:— He  was  not.  I only  mention  it  as  a point  doing  credit,  showing  that  the 
parties  so  omitted  would  be  supported  without  placing  them  on  the  registries  for 
gratuitous  relief.  0 

3505.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  gave  a large  sum  of  money,  about 
GOO  to  buy  seed  for  those  tenants  who  are  represented  as  being  in  comfortable 
circumstances  ? — I am  aware  that  there  was  seed  given  out  at  Birchfield  but 

1 know  nothing  but  the  fact. 

3506.  Is  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  residence  ?— It  is  his  residence. 

3507-  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  given  to  this  class  of  persons  whom  you 
have  described  as  being  comfortable  tenants  ?— I am  not  aware. 

3508.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Do  you  know  of  no  other  landlord  whose  town- 
land  has  been  omitted  ? — I do  not. 


3509.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  the  other  landlords  of  that  district  give  out  a 
quantity  of  seed  to  their  tenants  in  Liscannor,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  S— In 
some  parts  of  the  country  they  did,  but  I could  not  specify  it  then. 

3510.  Did  you  hear  of  any  one  else  in  Liscannor  giving  out  a quantity  of 

seed  besides  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I did  not.  1 J 


S51}-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Had  you  any  instructions  from  the  Government 
as  to  inquiring  into  that  point? — No. 

3512-  Mr.  Bedew. J Do  you  know  whether  the  land  is  generally  cultivated  in 
VV  estGlare.  ?— 1 regret  to  say  it  is  not,  and  more  especially  in  the  Liscannor  and 
Killdagh  districts,  m consequence  of  the  large  numbers  who  were  put  upon  the 
works,  who  otherwise  would  have  tilled  the  land. 


>13.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know'  whether  the  lands  belonging  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
ats  are  in  lull  cultivation? — I believe  they  have  been  doing  a great  deal 


35  . 
tenants 
lately. 

3514-  Since  when  ? — Within  the  last  month  or  six  weeks. 

3-V 5-  Were  they  fully  cultivated  before  that  time?— Not  at  all,  so  far  as  I 
could  judge. 

3516-  Before  you  left  the  country ?— Within  a month  or  six  weeks;  but 
their  Imd*  CVery  perS°"  WaS  eml>Ioyed  on  the  relief  works>  a“d  neglecting 
number'.  Wele  ^ 0’Brieil’s  teuants  amon8  those  ?-They  were  among  the 

_ -l5'?’  Mf-  B'i/feims.]  Since  they  were  employed  on  the  works,  tillao-e  to 
a great  extent  has  taken  place  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  estate  ? — I have  understood  so. 

on 3 the 'lists'" tn° th  . °r" G.en?ral'1‘ /°u haTe  sPokea  °f  comfortable  persons  “ being 
thereby  excluded  *e  poor;”  why  should  the  poor  have  been 

them  yiC  qi  ed  ^ Because  the  engineer  could  not  furnish  employment  for 
n me  “ n°W  all8wer  a Tuest!on  put  to  me  the  day  before  yesterday, 
C c whether 


Capt. 

II.  IV.  Gordon. 


co  May  1847, 
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Capt.  whether  I ever  called  on  the  Liscaunor  committee  to  turn  off  the  rich  people 
H.  W.  Gordon.  an(j  pUt  on  the  poor.  I find  in  a letter  which  I addressed  to  Mr.  John  Macna- 

mara,  the  chairman,  on  the  27th  February,  I say,  “ I have  to  inform  you  that  it 

20  May  1847.  is  quite  impossible  that  the  numbers  received  by  me  can  be  allowed  as  an 
increase  upon  the  works,  and  consequently  I have  to  request  the  committee  will 
hand  to  Mr.  Morris  the  list  of  names  to  be  taken  off ; and  by  doing  this  the 
committee  will  have  only  the  destitute  left  at  work.  Without  this  is  done,  the 
present  list  cannot  be  acted  upon  ; and  I am  quite  sure  the  committee  will  act 
properly,  and  turn  off  those  persons  who  have  cattle,  and  are  valued  over  6/.  by 
the  poor-law  valuation,”  which  they  declined  to  do,  and  the  persons  were  still 
left  out  of  employment. 

3.520.  Who  declined  to  do  it  ? — The  committee. 

3521.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor  committee  at  that  time? — 
Mr.  John  Macnamara,  who  I think  was  willing  to  give  me  every  assistance  ; 
but  the  other  members  of  the  committee  were  not  inclined  to  give  any 
assistance  to  turn  off  the  rich  people. 

3522.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Is  that  letter  printed  ? — It  is  not. 

3523.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  When  you  use  the  word  “ comfortable,”  you 
only  mean  of  course  comparatively  ? — I mean  persons  who  could  do  without 
employment  on  the  works ; who  would  not  starve. 

352 4.  You  state  in  the  first  page  of  your  letters,  that  “ certain  parties  are 
paid  to  return  men  in  comfortable  circumstances ; ” I think  you  have  been 
asked  no  question  about  that  ? — In  that  particular  case  I alluded  to  a circum- 
stance that  occurred  near  Carrigaholt,  near  the  south-western  part  of  Clare ; 
it  was  the  subject  of  investigation  afterwards  before  Captain  Wynne  ; it  appeared 

' that  a Roman-catholic  clergyman  had  sent  round  blank  pieces  of  paper  to  each 
of  the  gangers  to  get  the  names  of  his  gang,  and  also  the  amount  that  he  was 
to  collect  from  each,  and  hand  over  the  same  to  the  Roman-catholic  clergy- 
man. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  recalled;  and  further  Examined. 

Capt.  E.  Wynne.  3525.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  enabled,  from  your  own  knowledge,  to  state  the 

fact  that  such  papers  were  sent,  and  that  such  monies  were  to  be  collected  by 

the  ganger  from  the  earnings  of  each  of  the  persons  employed  under  him  ? — 
I am. 

3526.  To  whom  were  those  earnings  to  be  paid  over? — The  parish  priest,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Duggin. 

3527.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Was  that  more  than  once  ? — Only  on  one  occa- 
sion, that  I am  aware  of. 

3528.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  why  the  money  was  to  be  paid  to  him? — 
It  was  stated  to  me  by  a person  who  called  upon  me  to  make  the  investigation. 
Colonel  Vandeleur,  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  a de- 
putation to  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  more  employment  in  the  locality. 

3529.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  were  the  men  getting  a day  ? — About  1 s. 
a day. 

3530.  Chairman .]  What  was  the  sum  deducted  ? — I think  from  6 d.  to  1 s. 
each. 

353  u Supposing  no  imputation  rested  on  the  clergyman  for  improperly 
requiring  any  portion  of  the  labourer’s  wages  to  be  paid  to  him,  are  there  any 
other  cases  which  would  justify  the  imputation  that  persons’  were  paid  to  return 
men  in  comfortable  circumstances  ?— If  you  ask  my  opinion  on  the  subject,  I 
can  give  it ; but  I never  have  been  able  to  prove  any  case  of  the  sort. 

3532-  You  mentioned  some  cases  in  which  you  received  information  from 
relief  committees? — One  of  the  parties  was  a gentleman  of  property  in  that 
county,  who  appeared  very  anxious  to  correct  the  abuses  that  existed  in  his 
own  committee. 

3533-  W&s  fie  member  of  a relief  committee? — Yes. 

3534-  In  wliat  district  ? — In  the  Knock  committee.  He  stated  to  me  that 
there  was  a member  of  the  Ivillydysart  committee,  whom  he  pointed  out  to  me, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  payments  for  returning  men  upon  the  lists. 

3535*  Mr-  Solicitor-General.]  From  whom? — From  the  persons  applying* 
the  applicants  ; but  that  he  had  not  quite  matured  his  case,  and  therefore  would 

be 
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Le  obliged  to  me  to  defer  my  visit  to  that  committee  till  his  case  could  be  brouo-h  t Capt.  E.  irmre 
forward  with  a certainty  of  success.  0 y ' 

3536-  Chairman.']  Did  you  ever  investigate  the  case? — Never.  I have  called  20  May  1847, 
upon  him  to  bring  forward  the  case ; but  whether  he  did  not  wish  to  brino-  it 
forward,  or  had  not  a sufficiently  strong  case,  I cannot  tell ; he  never  did  brino- 
it  forward.  0 

353 7*  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman  to  whom  you  have 
referred  a member  of  the  relief  committee  ? — He  was. 


Captain  Henry  William  Gordon,  recalled ; and  further  Examined. 

353S.  Chairman .]  DO  you  wish  to  put  in  certain  lists,  to  show  the  manner  in  „ , 

which  certain  relief  committees  entered  upon  the  relief  lists  improper  persons,  ' Gordon‘ 
leaving  to  you  the  responsibility  and  the  odium  of  striking  them  off  ?— I do.  * 

[The  Witness  handed  in  the  following  Paper:] 


Sir  William  Fitzgeralds  Estate,  Barony  of  Burren. 


1.  Martin  Ruane 

2.  Tfees.-Ruaae  115 

3.  John  Ruane 

4.  Pat.  Collins 

5.  Mich.  Collins 

6.  Thes.-CoUing 

7.  Mich.  Guthry 


fH6 1 

9.  Pat.  Kerens 

10.  Cate  Kerens  117 

11.  Pat.  O’Loughlin  - 

12.  Mich.  O’Loughlin 

1 3.  ■Honoria  Q’heughlia| 

11.  Thos.  Holleran 

12.  Martin  Holleran  - 

13.  Mary-Helleran  - 

14.  Denis  Quin 

15.  ■Pat.-Qttin  - 

16.  Mary  Kerin 

17.  Thcs.  Kelly 

18.  Mary-Kc% 

19.  M4t4r.-45'-l-7oaghlin 

21.  Stephen  Kerin 

22.  Mury-K 

23.  John  Browne 

24.  Pat.  Kerins  - 

25.  John  Quin  - 

26.  Mich.  Quin 

29.  Mieh.-Quia 

30.  John  H-allortinj-jua. 

31.  Jaines-H-elleran  - 

32.  Mich.  Holleran  - 

33.  -Andrew- Holleran 

34.  John  Holleran 

35.  Winifred  Holleran 


118 


36.  rPat.-Kulehor 

38.  -Titos.— M-ogan 

39.  Bridget  Glyn 

40.  Bridget  Lyons 

41.  -Bridget  Cormodv 


119 


Octhmama 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto. 

- ditto 

- ditto 


I Octhmama 
ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
I - ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
I - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
I - ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
- ditto 
I - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
| - ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
I - ditto 
ditto 
| ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
I - ditto 
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8 
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- 

5 

4 

J 

- 

iHerd 
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- 

- 

3 

1 

- 
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0 

J 

J- La  hour 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

j-Herding 
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- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

6 

1 

~ 

- 

^Labour 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

rditto  - 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

6 

4 

1 

[•ditto  - 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

- 

2 

ditto  - 

. 

_ 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

[■diLto  - 

. 

o 

4 

3 

jditto  - 

- 

5 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

7 

2 

4 

j-ditto  - 

- 

5 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

5 

4 

_ 

- 

1 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6 

| Labour 

- 

5 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

. 

jditto  - 

- 

10 

- 

3 

1 

- 

10 

2 

4 

jditto  - 

- 

15 

_ 

2 

1 

2 

30 

3 

4 

jditto  - 

- 

8 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

jditto  - 

- 

8 

- 

2 

1 

1 

15 

1 

3 

ditto  - 

8 

- 

1 

1 

1 

20 

4 

4 

jditto  - 
ditto  - 

- 

5 

- 

2 

1 

2 

20 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

ditto  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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_ 

1 
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Number  j 

Usual  Mode  of 

< 

-= 

NAME. 

Parish. 

Toivnland. 

Age.  ' 

Family.  1 

obtaining 

z 

Livelihood. 

M.  | 

F. 

2 5. 

l 1 

2tt 

1 

5 

J 

Octhmama  - j 

Octhmama 

28 

7 

3 

j Labour 
jditto  - 

r ~ 

30 

43.  TKos.-FlaUera-it  - ! 

- ditto 

- ditto 

“ 

- 

44.  Jehn  Q-uin  - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

50 

10 

2 

50 

ditto 

- ditto 

“ 

4G.  Wil!inm-Cuin  - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

40  ; 

2 

jditto  - 

10 

o 

1 

ditto 

- ditto 

20  | 

— 

- 

*' 

50 

48.  Pat.  Calnan 

- ditto 

- ditto 

35 

1 

ditto  - 

1 

“ 

- 

Note. — The  erasures  and  Italic  figures  are  in  red  ink  in  the  original  MS. 

Dated  5 February  1847.  fV-  Skerrett,  Chairman. 

W.  J.  O’ Fay,  Hon.  Sec. 


Mahny,  Esquire’s  Estate,  Barony  of  Barren. 


NAME. 


Parish. 


1.  Thos.  Linane 

3.  Thos.  Stack 

4.  Michl.  Stack 

5.  Pat.  Killeen 

6.  Fetc-r  -Killeen 

7.  William  Killeen  - 

8.  Thos.  Hynes 

9.  Thos.  Hynes,  jun. 

10.  Denis  Holleran  - 

11.  Cate-  Hollcren  - 

12.  John  Lolian 

13.  Cate- Lolian  13 

14.  John  Winkle 

15.  James  Winkle 

16.  John  Flanagan  - 

17.  -Fergus-  Flaaagan 

18.  John  Linane 

19.  Pat.  Linane 


Abbey  - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


20.  Murty  Doody 

21.  Michl.  Calnan 

o *?  i lai  ~ v ~ J ~D  onou^h 

23.  John  Calnan 

24.  F.llen-Calnan  14 

25.  Jehn-Baly  - 

26.  Cate- Daly  - 

27.  Pat.  Daly  - 

28.  -MieW.^aly 

29.  Jolni  Doody  

30.  James  Kocly 

31.  -Michl.-Fahy 

32.  Pafe.-Faby  - 

33.  -Pat.-O’-Dea'- 

34.  Jehn-Maddigan  - 

35.  M4e-l>l.-Cert»mens 

36.  -PeteF-C’LoghloH  - 

38.  Pat -Commons 

39.  Thes.-Linano 

40.  Thes.-C-riffith 

41.  John  Linane 

42.  Tfees.-Heohan  - 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


Number 

Family. 


Usual  Mode  of 
obtaining 


- Abbey 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 


Livelihood. 


M.  F. 


p 

2-0- 


52 

13 
16 

14 


3 

6 


2.  j-Labour  - - 

* jditto-  - - 


68 

14 

30 

40 

14 

40 

40 

40 

36 

45 

16 


2 2 1 

jditto  - 

1 1 ditto  - - - 

i f jditto-  - - 

^ 2 Jditto  - 

t * Jditto-  - _ 

t * Jditto-  - - 


- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- Shesha 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 

- ditto  - 


72 

17 
60 

18 
70 
40 
60 
30 
26 
50 
35 
45 
32 
30 
40 
16 
60 
30 
15 
20 
45 
26 
60 
20 
50 
26 
40 
26 


Jditto  - 


ditto  - 
jjditto  - 
jditto  - 
j-ditto  - 

ditto  - 
ditto  - 

jditto  - 
j-ditto  - 
j-ditto  - 
jditto  - 
I jditto  - 
'jditto  - 
jjditto  - 
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44.  Thes.-Liaaae 

45.  I ’et-er- Li-maie 


55.  Aaae-Manion  16 
5G.  Jolm  Fyn  - 

57.  John  O’Brien 

58.  Thos.  O’Brien 

59.  Aa«e-Nela»  17 


Abbey 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


I 


Shesha 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


Usual  Mode  of 
obtaining 
Livelihood. 


^-Labour 
ditto  - 
1J" ditto  - 
ditto  - 

|/ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
[ditto  - 
ditto  -■ 


’I  - 


-Vote.— The  erasures  and  Italic  figures  are  in  red  ink  in  the  oritnnal  MS. 


Dated  5 January  1847. 


35.3?'  T?T"'1’aAdistri,ct  dotl“se1!s‘s  you  put  in,  apply  1— They  refer  to  the 
district  of  New  Quay,  barony  of  Burren.  J 

3540.  Do  any  of  them  refer  to  the  Liscannor  or  Killilagh  districts,  or  to  anv 
part  connected  with  the  Members  for  Clare? — None  of  them.  J 

3,541-  lu  the  lists  you  have  put  in,  I observe  there  is  one  column  for  sheep 
and  one  lor  cotvs  and  horses,  being  the  number  which  each  of  the  persons  whose 
name  is  m the  corresponding  column,  possessed  at  the  time  ; is  that  sol— 
It  IS. 

3542.  And  also  another  column  for  the  number  of  acres  occupied  bv  the 
parties  7 — r es.  r J 

3543-  Do  y°p  fiud  in  those  lists,  and  in  those  columns,  persons  returned  by 
the  relief  committee  as  being  possessed  of  16,  or  even  as  much  as  20  acres  of 
and,  and  some  of  them  having  as  many  as  20  sheep,  and  several  cows  and 

several  horses?— The  acreage  in  that  district  is  no  test  of  the  destitution;  it  is 
very  often  very  bad  land,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  stock  should  be  put  in 
relief  pUrp°Se  °f  0rmmg  some  idea  of  the  circumstances  of  the  person  seeking 

3544-  Dp  you  find  persons  returned  having  a number  of  sheep,  and  cows, 
and  horses  r — I do. 

3545.  Are  they  struck  out  afterwards  by  you  by  a mark  in  red  ink?— They 
are ; I find  persons  with  50  sheep  and  2 cows  and  1 horse  returned. 

3.546.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Had  the  first  sheet,  sent  from  Dublin,  a 
information  &t  ^ ? — ^°’  but  tbe  committee  were  required  to  give  every 

3547-  Chairman .]  When  were  these  columns  put  in  for  cows,  horses,  and 
stoclf  r UU  the  committee  beina  caIled  upon  to  give  information  as  regards  the 

3548.  Had  the  lists  been  returned  before  those  columns  were  added ''—They 
iiad,  m some  instances. 

cobiSIni  TSru  hsts  ™*°ut  any  columns  for  sheep  were  sent  back  with  those 
had  ^.een  ™ev ’ T*  ma?'f5°nsJ ‘hey  were  to  be  filled  up  r-Those  lists 
melhad  cal'ed,  f?r  bJ  CaP‘™  Wynne,  and  when  they  came  to 

been  acted “V  *-1*'1  for  the  aSes  be  P«‘  “ i I Mieve  tl/ev  had  not 
been  acted  upon  before  m consequence  of  the  omission  of  the  stock-. 

were/'  UaTmg  beei1  5ent  back>  'vere  *ey  filled  in  by  the  committee  ?— They 

35oV nf‘nd  haTinS  teen  S°  Sent  back’  was  !t  eTident  ‘o  you  that  those  persons 
cc3  were 


W.  J.  SJtcrrett,  Chairman. 
W.  J.  O' Fay,  Hon.  Sec. 
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Capt.  'were  pat  on  improperly  in  the  first  instance,  with  a view  of  leaving  you  the  odium 
H.  IT.  Gordon.  0f  strikmg  them  out  ?— Certainly ; and  a letter  came  requesting  me  to  give  them 

~ all  employment;  and  if  they  were  not  all  employed,  there  would  be  an  outbreak 

20  May  1847.  in  th/dis-{rict. 

3552.  The  responsibility  of  striking  them  out  was  left  to  you  ? — Yes. 

3553*  Their  request  being,  that  even  with  that  amount  of  stock  they  should 
be  continued  on  the  list  ? — Yes. 

3554.  And  after  the  impropriety  was  pointed  out  to  them  of  their  being  put 
on  the  list? — Yes.  I would  wish  to  read  an  extract  from  a letter  I received 
from  the  secretary  of  that  committee : “ The  lists  I have  sent  you  were  pre- 
viously revised  by  our  committee,  and  that,  too,  to  the  general  satisfaction  of 
the  poorest  class,  who  did  not  envy  their  neighbours  holding-  from  one  half  to 
twenty  acres  of  land,  with  their  respective  stock,  sharing  in  the  public  employ, 
ment,  for  which  they  must  hereafter  pay  in  proportion  to  what  they  now  nomi- 
nally hold  in  their  possession ; I say  nominally,  as  the  most  of  them  are  reduced 
to  the  same  extent  of  destitution  with  that  of  the  poorest  class,  though  havino- 
the  name  of  holding  as  cottier  tenants  from  one  half  to  ten  acres  of  bad  land° 
at  a rack  rent,  which  must  be  paid  as  sure  as  the  levy  that  may  fall  to  their  lot 
for  those  very  public  works.”  And  the  letter  commences,  “ I have  every  hope 
and  reason  to  expect  the  usual  enjoyment  of  both  peace  and  plenty  in  this 
hitherto  peaceable  district.”  This  is  from  the  secretary  of  the  committee  who 
forwarded  me  those  lists  of  Burren. 

3555.  What  was  the  date  of  those  lists  when  they  were  first  sent  to  you 
without  the  columns  for  stock? — Captain  Wynne  ordered  the  list  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  made  out,  and  on  my  arrival  they  were  sent  to  me  imperfect, 
without  the  ages,  about  the  10th  of  February,  and  I sent  them  back  to  have  the 
ages  put  in  also. 

3556.  When  did  you  receive  them  again  with  the  ages,  and  the  columns  filled 
in  for  stock? — From  the  15th  to  the  20th  of  February. 

3557.  When  did  you  strike  the  names  out  in  red  ink? — I struck  out  the 
names  in  red  ink  immediately  on  that  receipt. 

3558.  The  second  receipt,  or  the  first? — The  second  receipt. 

3559.  When  you  ascertained  from  the  number  of  stock  that,  to  your  judg- 
ment, they  were  improper  persons  ? — Exactly. 

3,560.  Mr.  Solicitor- General!]  Are  the  persons  in  each  family  divided  into 
male  and  female  ? — No,  they  are  not  in  every  case. 

3561.  Ought  they  to  have  been  ? — There  was  no  occasion  for  that. 

3562.  It  made  no  difference  ? — None  at  all. 

3563.  Chairman.']  Could  you,  if  desired,  give  the  names  of  several  persons 
whom  you  from  time  to  time  removed  from  the  list  of  Liscannor  ? — I can  hand 
in  at  once  the  names  I struck  off  the  Liscannor  lists;  I can  hand  in  a list 
(shotting  the  Committee ) of  persons  sent  back  to  me  to  put  on  again. 

^ 3564.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.']  Upon  such  request  did  you  put  them  on?— 
Yes,  from  their  being  stated  to  be  in  utter  destitution,  I was  forced  to  put  on 
some  again,  against  my  will. 

3565.  How  many  did  yon  put  on  ? — About  half. 

3566.  What  is  the  whole?— I take  the  first  sheet  as  an  average;  the  first 
sheet  contains  38  names,  of  which  I put  on  15. 

3567.  Did  you  do  so  upon  inquiry  into  their  several  cases  ? — I requested  that 
the  Committee  would  give  me  more  information  as  regards  the  stock,  to  warrant 
the  employment  of  farmers  and  persons  holding  land,  and  they  stated  that  the 
persons  would  unquestionably  starve  if  they  were  not  placed  upon  the  works, 
and  1 was  then  obliged  to  put  them  on,  lest*  any  case  of  starvation  might  occur. 
If  I had  remained  much  longer  in  the  district  I should  have  been  able  to  turn 
off  those  very  parties  upon  the  committee’s  own  census,  which  I subsequently 
received ; but  from  the  large  number  employed  in  West  Clare  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  attend  to  any  particular  district. 

3568.  Chairman!]  Did  vou,  in  consequence  of  the  relief  committee  stating 
that  persons  would  starve  if  not  put  on,  rely  upon  their  representations,  aud  put 
them  on  ? — I did. 

3569.  From  the  information  you  have  subsequently  received,  would  you  have 
put  them  on  had  you  known  the  circumstances  as  well  as  you  do  now ; would 
you  have  struck  off  a portion  of  them?— I would;  the  most  part  of  those  I struck 
off  in  the  first  instance  I would  have  kept  off. 

3570.  Could 
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3570.  Could  you  give,  if  desired,  the  names  of  persons  in  other  districts,  and 
of  the  relief  committees,  whom  from  time  to  time  you  removed  from  the  list  ? 
— Certainly. 

357 1 - "Would.it  be  a work  of  time  and  labour  to  make  out  such  a list ? — 
Those  names  which  had  red  lines  struck  through  show  the  parties  struck  off. 

357--  You  could,  if  desired? — I could,  to  a great  extent;  for  instance,  in 
Killilagk  I struck  oft  900  names  ; I had  no  lists  from  the  committees,  and  I was 
bound  to  go  by  the  lists  furnished  by  the  check  clerks,  which  made  it  still  more 
invidious because  the  committee  said,  “ We  do  not  give  the  lists;  it  will  not  be 
our  faults  if  the  people  starve.” 

3573-  the  barony  of  Burren  the  names  speak  for  themselves,  being  struck 
oft  with  red  ink  ? — They  speak  . for  themselves.  Perhaps  I should  mention  one 
circumstance,  that  while  Captain  Wynne  was  there  he  was  not  furnished  with 
lists  of  all  the  district,  and  it  was  only  by  threatening  a suspension  of  the  works 
that  I at  last  obtained  them. 

Captain  Edmund  Wynne , recalled  ; and  further  Examined. 

3574-  Chairman.~\  IS  that  correct  ? — Perfectly.  Captain  Gordon  was  under 
different  circumstances  to  myself ; most  of  the  district  was  provided  with  my 
employment  lists,  and  therefore  there  was  a groundwork  to  go  upon,  and  those 
that  he  struck  off  afterwards  he  could  keep  an  account  of;  besides  he  was  aware 
such  a list  might  be  called  for. 

Captain  Henry  William  Gordon,  recalled  ; and  further  Examined. . 

3575-  Chairman .]  Although  Captain  Wynne  had  not  the  same  advantage  of 
the  lists  that  you  had,  could  he  not  have  done  it  by  reference  to  the  previous 
and  subsequent  pay-sheets  and  check-books? — Certainly  not ; he  might  have 
taken  off  persons  in  the  greatest  distress. 

357(5.  The  question  is,  whether  you  could  not,  by  reference  to  the  previous 
and  subsequent  pay-sheets  and  check-books,  give  the  names  of  parties  which 
from  time  to  time  were  removed  from  the  lists  ? — I think  it  would  be  impossible, 
out  of  the  great  number  there  were  on  the  works ; it  would  be  a work  of  months 
to  sift  through.  I think  it  could  be  done ; but  I think  it  would  be  a work  of 
months  before  it  could  be  finished. 

3.577-  Was  it  an  important  part  of  Captain  Wynne’s  duty,  as  inspecting 
officer,  to  attend  the  relief  committee  when  called  upon  ? — It  was. 

3578.  Did  you  ever  mean  it  to  be  understood  by  the  committee  that  the 
destitute  classes  were  never  returned  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

3579-.  ^ras  what  you  stated  to  this  effect : that  many  of  the  destitute  classes 
were  returned,  but  that  a great  many  were  left  out  in  consequence  of  comfort- 
able persons  being  put  on  ? — Exactly  so. 

35 So.  Do  you  know  a person  of  the  name  of  John  M'Mahon  (Silver)? — 

I do. 

3581.  Was  he  omitted  by  the  relief  committee? — He  was  not  omitted  by  Mr. 
O’Brien  in  his  lists,  but  subsequent  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  leaving  the  country  the 
committee  turned  him  off  the  works. 

3582.  Being  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  he  was  put,  I understand,  on  the  list 
signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  chairman? — He  is  either  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
or  Baron  Richards. 

3583-  Was  he  put  on  in  the  original  lists  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — He  was. 

3584.  After  he  left  the  country,  was  he  struck  off  by  the  relief  committee  ? — 
He  was. 

3585.  Do  you  know  why  ? — Because  he  only  had  two  in  family. 

3586.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  a destitute  person? — I know  that  he 
was  perfectly  destitute. 

3587.  Did  you  make  any  representations  to  them  that  he  was  improperly 
struck  off  r— I brought  him  into  the  committee-room  and  insisted  on  his  being 
on,  and  I did  put  him  on. 

3588.  Chairman.]  Did  you  strike  out  of  the  Liscannor  list  the  names  of 
several  persons,  without  consulting  the  committee  ?■ — I did. 

3589.  Mas  that  in  consequence  of  what  you  have  stated  before,  seeing  thd 
quantity  of  stock  they  possessed  ? — Any  private  information  I could  get  I always 
made  use  of,  and  struck  them  off,  after  due  inquiry. 

°-105-  c c 4 359°-  Did 


Capt 

H.  IV.  Gordon. 


■20  May  1847. 


Capt.  E.  Wynne. 


Capt. 

II.  W.  Gordon. 
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Capt. 

II.  J r.  Gordon. 


20  May  1847. 
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35QO.  Did  the  committee  remonstrate  with  you,  in  consequence  of  your 
having  struck  off  anv  ot  those  names ?-  Certainly. 

3591.  Did  you  explain  the  ground  upon  which  you  struck  them  off  ?— I 
stated  I struck  off  no  person  except  those  who  held  land  and  had  stock. 

3.592.  What  was  the  result ; did  yon  put  on  some,  and  keep  off  others  r— The 
result  was,  two  other  lists  came  in,  from  the  first  of  which  I struck  off  one-half. 

3593.  In  what  respects  were  the  lists  that  came  in  altered  from  the  lists  on 
which  you  had  previously  acted?— The  lists  that  came  in  had  additional 

K 35*94-  Were  the  names  you  struck  out  repeated  again  at  all  ? — In  a subse- 
quent list  some  of  them  were;  these  lists  came  back  to  me,  requesting  they 
might  be  put  on  again. 

3595-  The  result  merely  is  this : that  the  committee  differed  from  you  in  the 
exercise  of  your  judgment,  and  washed  you  to  put  on  some  names  you  had  struck 
out? — Yes. 

3596.  Did  you  make  inquiries,  and  whenever  you  found  names  ought  to  be 
put  on,  did  you  so  register  them  ? — No,  I had  not  the  power,  because  the  engi- 
neer could  not  employ  them.  I called  the  committee’s  serious  attention  re- 
specting them ; to  turn  those  off  the  works  who  could  live  without,  so  that  others 
might  be  put  on  who  were  destitute. 

3597.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  There  was  only  a certain  quantity  of  work?— 
Only  a certain  quantity  of  work.  They  had  1,432  at  work  on  the  works  at 
that  time,  which  I considered  quite  sufficient. 

3598.  Chairman .]  Did  you  revise  any  labour  lists  which  had  been  previously 
approved  of  by  Captain  Wynne,  at  your  residence  at  Ennistimon  or  Ennis  ?— 
No,  I revised*  all  the  Liscannor  lists  in  toto  that  came  in ; I revised  the  lists 
again  after  Captain  Wynne  revised  them. 

3599.  Captain  Wynne  having  revised  certain  lists,  they  came  before  you 
again  for  revision  ? — Yes. 

3600.  Did  you  revise  them  at  home  ? — I revised  them  at  home. 

3601.  The  committee  were  not  present? — They  were  not  present. 

3602.  Did  you  state  to  them  the  result  of  your  revision? — I wrote  to  the 
committee,  enclosing  a list  of  the  persons  struck  off,  with  my  compliments,  say- 
ing I was  sorry  I could  not  attend  to  investigate  the  circumstances ; but  I was 
unable  to  do  so  from  the  great  pressure  of  business,  and  requested  them  to 
attend  to  it  themselves. 

3603.  Did  any  confusion  arise  in  consequence  of  such  revision  being  made 
by  you? — It  did. 

3604.  How  was  it  produced  by  your  revision? — In  consequence  of  great  care 
being  taken  by  the  engineer  that  no  person  should  be  on  the  works  except  those 
retained  by  the  lists.  All  persons  who  were  on  the  works  by  tickets  of  the  com- 
mittee were  immediately  discharged. 

3605.  Now  you  say  confusion  was  produced;  you  merely  mean  that  the  engi- 
neer did  his  duty  in  taking  care  that  persons  not  on  the  wrorks  properly  should 
not  remain  there  ? — Exactly. 

3606.  A great  many  being  struck  off,  confusion  would  arise  from  their  dis- 
appointment?— Great  confusion  arose  in  consequence. 

3607.  When  the  engineer  dismissed  from  the  works  those  wdiom,  on  revision, 
you  had  struck  off  the  lists,  did  they  send  them  to  any  other  places  to  obtain 
work  ? — Certainly  not ; if  they  were  not  on  the  lists ; at  least  they  ought  not  to 
have  done  so. 

360S.  Did  the  engineers  send  away  to  distant  places,  on  task-work,  those 
persons  who  remained  on  your  list? — There  was  a complaint  made  to  me  to 
that  effect,  at  the  committee  in  Liscannor. 

3609.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  that  complaint  r I 
immediately  said  I was  quite  sure  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  it ; it  very 
likely  arose  from  the  committee  having  returned  a wrong  townland  in  the  first 
place  ; and  in  the  second  place,  I expressed  my  regret  at  the  labourers  having 
to  go  so  far.  I stated  that  I would  inquire  into  it  if  they  wished,  and  they  saia 
there  was  no  necessity  if  I mentioned  it  to  the  engineer. 

3610.  If  the  engineer  sent  away  the  persons  not  being  on  the  lists  to  obtain 
work,  would  that  not  have  been  improper  ? — It  would  have  been  improper 
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could  put  them  to  work  nearer  home ; but  probably  the  works  were  finished 
nearer  their  own  homes,  and  they  had  to  go  to  a distance. 

3611.  I was  speaking  of  task-work  ? — The  sanction  might  have  run  out. 

3612.  Was  there  any  confusion  from  the  conduct  of  the  engineer  in  sending- 
persons  to  a distance  r — There  was  confusion,  and  it  was  entered  into  in  the 
committee,  and  the  committee  were  perfectly  satisfied  when  I mentioned  I would 
speak  to  Mr.  Morris,  who  rectified  it. 

3613.  Did  you  speak  to  him  ? — I did. 

3914.  Did  you  find  there  wras  ground  for  the  complaint  ? — There  was  ground, 
that  the  poor  people  had  to  go  a distance ; but  I found  that  was  from  the  com- 
mittee having  returned  names,  such  as  Moher,  which  comprises  three  or  four 
townlands. 

3615.  That  was  what  occasioned  inconvenience  to  the  labourers,  but  that  was 
not  from  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  engineer? — None  at  all. 

3616.  When  you  mentioned  it  to  the  engineer,  did  he  rectify  it? — Yes;  at 
least  he  told  me  he  would  do  so.  I heard  no  further  complaints. 

3617.  Do  you  know  whether  the  labourers  were  several  days  occupied  look- 
ing for  new'  works  on  w'hich  they  were  to  be  placed? — That  was  at  the  same  time, 
the  day  I was  at  Liscannor;  the  parties  came  down,  and  said  they  had  not  found 
their  work. 

3618.  The  question  is  whether  they  had  that  inconvenience  for  several  days? 
— I do  not  know  that  they  had. 

3619.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Is  it  true? — It  is  true  that  they  were  looking 
for  other  roads  some  two  or  three  days. 

3620.  Was  it  any  person’s  fault  that  they  had  to  look  in  that  way  ? — I attri- 
bute it  to  the  fault  of  the  relief  committee,  in  having  returned  one  general  name 
of  Moher  for  three  or  four  townlands,  and  the  engineer  put  them  as  he  thought 
on  the  nearest  work,  which  was  perhaps  the  furthest  away. 

3621.  Was  it  any  fault  of  the  engineer,  in  your  judgment  ? — I do  not  consider 
it  was,  since  he  was  most  anxious  at  all  times  to  meet  the  employment  of  the 
poor,  but  he  had  so  much  personally  to  attend  to,  he  could  not  attend  to  each 
road  in  his  barony. 

3622.  Mr.  Belleiu.]  Did  not  this  occur,  that  presentments  for  a particular 
work  were  not  adequate  for  the  completion  of  that  w ork,  and  though  that  might 
be  near  the  person’s  home,  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  a more  distant  one,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  funds  being  exhausted  at  the  work  nearest  to  them  ? — 
Constantly.  I have  known  parties  have  to  go,  four,  five,  or  six  miles  to  then- 
work. 

3623.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether,  when  they  were  looking  for  their 
work,  they  were  paid  for  those  days  ? — They  ought  not  to  have  been. 

3624.  Were  they  ? — I should  think  not.  ’ 

3625.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee,  soon  after  the  revision  of  the  lists, 
reduce  the  lists  20  per  cent.  ? — Certainly  not ; I did  it  myself. 

3626.  Did  you  do  it  with  their  consent? — They  protested  against  it ; and  on 
almost  every  name  being  taken  of}',  said,  “ That  is  a poor  man  ; he  will  starve 
that  was  previous  to  the  20  per  cent.,  being  taken  off;  that  was  done  on 
Monday,  and  on  Thursday  or  Friday  following  there  were  only  100  men  to 
come  off ; they  made  a new  list  of  the  persons  to  be  employed ; they  took 
off  the  100  names  themselves,  and  it  was  subsequent  to  the  previous  revision 
by  me. 

3627.  Did  the  committee  make  out  a registry  under  your  directions  ? — They 
did. 

3628.  Did  the  chairman  and  secretary  hand  them  to  vou  at  Ennistimon  in 
the  presence  of  Archdeacon  Whitty  and  Captain  Macnamara?— To  the  best  of 
my  recollection  it  was  at  Liscannor  I first  saw  the  registry. 

3^29.  Did  you,  on  that  occasion,  express  approbation  at  the  mode  in  which 
it  was  made  out,  and  say  that  the  Liscannor  committee  had  afforded  you  more 
assistance,  and  given  you  more  satisfaction  than  any  other  committee  ? — I was 
so  pleased  at  getting  the  registry  with  the  information  in  it,  knowing  I should 
be  able  to  check  their  lists,  that  I was  very  well  satisfied  to  have  it,  and  I 
expressed  myself  so ; I was  very  well  pleased. 

3630.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  was  the  date  of  that  ?— The  4th  March 
was  the  day  I first  heard  of  the  registry  being  completed,  and  about  the  loth 
March  I checked  it  in  committee. 

Dd  3631.  Had 
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Capt.  3631.  Had  you  before  that  expressed  your  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the 

H.  W.  Gordon.  Liscannor  committee  ? — I may  have  done  so;  I may  have  done  so  the  day  before 

3632.  Had  you,  till  you  got  the  registry,  had  occasion  to  express  any  satis- 
30  ay  1 47.  factjon  with  the  Liscannor  committee,  or  was  your  opinion  of  their  conduct 

likely  not  to  satisfy  you  P — From  the  tenor  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Lis- 
cannor committee,  it  will  be  seen  I was  not  on  the  best  of  terms  with  them  • 
1 may  have  been  so  for  some  particular  thing  they  may  have  done. 

3633.  Chairman .]  Did  you  say  to  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor  that  the 
registry  to  which  you  have  just  alluded  as  being  satisfactory  to  you,  was  a good 
precedent  for  other  committees  ? — I did,  and  I said  they  ought  to  have  commenced 
in  that  way  instead  of  ended. 

3634.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  been  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  way  in 
which  they  made  the  lists  out  ? — I was;  and  I was  very  much  dissatisfied  after- 
wards, when  they  had  taken  oft’  the  poor  men  and  put  on  the  rich  men ; and, 
amongst  others,  the  unfortunate  man  M ‘Mahon.  They  turned  off1  the  poor  men 
to  put  on  the  rich  men  that  1 struck  oft'.  I was  foolish  enough  to  allow  them  to 
strike  off  the  100. 

3635.  Your  satisfaction  was  on  the  first  blush,  but  on  inquiry  afterwards  you 
found  you  had  no  reason  to  be  satisfied? — On  receiving  the  registry  I went 
to  the  committee  and  checked  the  registry;  after  I had  done  so,  I reduced  the 
number  from  1,432  to  1,160,  and  when  I got  home  that  night  I received  an 
order  to  take  off  20  per  cent.  I attended  the  Liscannor  committee,  and  I said 
in  consequence  of  the  reduction  which  had  already  been  made,  we  will  only 
take  100  off  your  district.  Since  1 am  going  to  take  more  off  the  Killilagh 
district,  I said  I would  be  very  glad  if  they  would  take  off  the  100  names; 
and  if  they  would,  I would  allow  them  to  have  1,069  at  work  ; and  I expected 
they  would  put  on  the  poorest.  They  took  the  registry,  and  put  on  the  most  com- 
fortable again-,  and  took  off  the  poorest  because  they  had  small  families ; in  one 
instance  a man  having  four  head  of  cattle  was  put  on,  and  two  others  of  his 
family  were  on  besides. 

3636.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon  ? — I met  him  once 
or  twice  in  committee. 

3637.  Do  you  know  what  character  lie  bears  in  the  country,  whether  he  is  a 
respectable  gentleman? — I was  very  much  pleased  indeed  with  what  I saw  of 
him  in  the  committee,  and  with  his  walking  into  Ennistimon  one  morning  with 
the  additional  lists;  and  I said  I was  quite  sure  he  would  do  his  best  to  give 
me  assistance  to  put  the  poorest  to  work  ;.but  latterly  he  has  not  attended  the 
committee  at  all,  or  given  any  assistance. 

3638.  At  one  period  he  did  give  that  assistance  that  you  had  a right  to  expect? 
— I thought  he  would  give  that  assistance. 

3639.  Did  he  afterwards  fail  ? — I received  no  assistance  from  him  at  all  after- 
wards. 

3640-  Is  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  the  person  you  are  now  speaking  of,  the 
same  person  whose  letter  is  alluded  to  in  the  Minutes  of  Evidence,  Q.  3400  ?— 
It  is  the  same  gentleman. 

3(141.  Having  referred  to  the  Question  3400,  will  yon  state  to  the  Committee 
what  your  opinion  of  it  is,  from  the  letter  which  appears  to  have  been  written  by 
him  on  the  22d  March? — I attribute  no  importance  to  it ; it  was  merely  putin 
as  a specimen  of  the  tickets  from  members  of  committees. 

3642.  “ To  the  stewards,  check  clerks,  &c.  aye  and  engineers  too.  You  are 
better  send  the  Dummy  to  work,  and  get  him  checked  and  paid,  if  you  wish  to 
have  the  eyes  in  your  head  or  the  head  itself  safe.  Tim  Shannon . 22  March,  ’47.” 
What  is  the  meaning  of  such  a letter  as  that,  is  ft  not  a threat  ? — It  is  a threat; 
the  committee  had  the  power  to  return  him  for  work,  by  putting  him  on  the  relief 

3643-  Having  called  your  attention  to  the  letter  in  the  Evidence  in  answer  to 
Question  3400,  in  which  these  words  are  used  : “ To  the  stewards,  check  clerks, 
&c.  aye  and  engineers  too.  You  are  better  send  the  dummy  to  work,  and  get 
him  checked  and  paid,  if  you  wish  to  have  the  eyes  in  your  head  or  the  head 
itself  safe.”  Is  pot  that  a threat  to  the  Government  officers  ?— Yes,  it  is ; it  was 
put  in  as  a specimen  of  the  relief  tickets. 

3644.  What  effect  does  that  letter  produce  on  your  judgment  as  to  the 
respectability  and  character  of  this  gentleman'  who  eould  write  such  a letter  ?— 

There 
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There  are  so  mauy  persons  who  would  issue  such  tickets  that  I do  not  think 
much  of  it.  . I am  sure  a person  would  not  dare  to  refuse  such  employment. 

3645.  Is  it  so  general  that  it  does  not  strike  you  with  surprise  ?— It  does  not 
strike  me  with  surprise  at  all.  I was  predisposed  more  in  Mr.  Shannon’s  favour 
before  he  wrote  it. 

3646.  With  your  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  that  part  of  the  country,  you  do 
not  take  it  as  reflecting  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Shannon  ? — Not  at  all. 

3647.  What  did  you  understand  by  it? — I think  it  was  most  unfair  to  put  a 
check  clerk  in  the  position  that  that  check  clerk  or  steward  was  put  in  ; if  he 
employed  the  man  without  coming  to  me,  he  would  be  dismissed. 

364b,  Unfair  on  whose  part  ? — The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  who  signed  the 
ticket.  0 

3649.  Did  you  understand  this  to  be  the  real  meaning  of  Mr.  Shannon,  that 
you  should  put  him  to  work,  or  that  he  acted  under  the  pressure  of  other  people  ? 

I am  sure  he  gave  it  to  be  put  upon  the  works,  and  the  man  I am  quite  sure 
was  taken  upon  the  works  in  consequence  of  that. 

3650.  Mr.  Tliornely .]  Do  you  think  he  was  taken  upon  the  works  in  conse- 
quence of  this  letter,  although  he  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  ?— I believe  he 
was  taken  on  the  works,  but  it  should  have  come  through  me.  If  I can  obtain 
the  name  of  the  dummy,  I can  give  you  more  information. 

3651 . Mr.  Repton .]  You  do  not  think  Mr.  Shannon  gave  him  this  note  to  get 
rid  of  the  man — It  was  a most  unfair  thing  to  get  rid  of  the  person  by  forcing 
him  upon  another  person  who  could  not  do  anything  for  him,  and  to  hold  him 
up  to  violence  for  not  putting  him  on. 

3652.  Mr.  Belloc.']  Do  you  know  why  he  was  not  put  on  the  works? — I believe 
he  was  originally  on  the  works,  but  was  one  of  those  who  were  turned  off. 

3653.  Chairman.]  Your  attention  has  been  particularly  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  cases  within  districts  with  which  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare 
are  concerned,  Liscannor  and  Killilagh  ; and  you  have,  by  desire  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  Liscannor,  furnished  lists  of  persons,  the  tenants  of  one  of  the 
honourable  Members,  who  were  improperly  put  upon  the  list ; is  that  so  ? — 
Yres. 

3t>54-  ^ ou  have  stated  you  cannot  do  it  with  the  same  accuracy  as  regards 
Killilagh,  not  having  the  list  in  the  same  form  ; but  you  can  do  it  to  a certain 
extent? — Yres. 

3655.  With  regard  to  other  districts  in  the  county  of  West  Clare,  have  you 
the  means,  if  desired  by  the  Committee,  to  furnish  the  lists,  in  the  same  way  as 
you  have  done  in  Liscannor,  of  persons  who  have  been  improperly  put  upon  the 
lists  ? — I am  prepared  for  every  district. 

3656.  Will  it  be  necessarily  a work  of  some  time  ? — It  would  be  an  endless 
work  for  the  whole  district ; but  if  one  committee  could  be  named,  cases  might 
be  found. 

3^57-  You  could  for  the  whole  district,  if  it  were  necessary;  but  for  one  or 
two  it  would  be  easier  r — I think  I could  go  into  any  other  district  in  Clare  at 
the  present  moment. 

3658.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Could  you  prove  cases  in  the  Killilagh  district? — I can 
prove  about  150  names,  holding  10  acres  of  land,  taken  on  the  works. 

3659-.  Chairman.]  Is  it  right  to  say  that  the  reason  for  your  delivering  in  the 
list  of  Liscannor  was  not  because  you  selected  it  yourself,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee desired  it  ? — Because  the  Committee  desired  me,  and  I was  summoned  in 
evidence  to  give  it,  to  prove  the  freeholders  upon  the  works. 

3660.  And  you  made  that  out  from  documents  ; not  from  local  information  ? 
— From  documents  entirely. 

3661.  And  in  the  same  way  would  you  make  out  the  lists  as  to  another  com- 
mittee suggested  to  you  from  similar  documents  ? — I would,  but  I cannot  say  I 
should  be  able  to  furnish  a list  of  persons  left  off  the  works. 

3662.  Will  you  refer  to  a letter  dated  Ennis,  6 April  1847;  that  letter 
appears  to  have  reference  to  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor ; is 
that  so  ? —Yes. 

3663.  In  it  you  mention  two  persons,  John  M ‘Mahon  (Silver)  and  Peter 
Harvey,  the  letter  stating  thus  : “To  give  some  idea  of  the  persons  who  are 
freeholders,  I will  mention  one  of  those  last  registered,  viz.,  Peter  Harvey  of 
Ballymaelinam,  and  who,  I understand,  was  sworn  to  have  a freehold  upon  one 
acre  of  land  ; he  has  six  in  family,  and  even  now  two  employed  how  came 

0,1  °5*  6d  2 you 
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. Capt.  you  to  single  out  Peter  Harvey  as  an  instance  to  mention  ? — Because  I thought 
H.w.  Gordon,  it  so  absurd,  a freeholder  upon  one  .acre  of  land  and  two  of  his  family  upon 
~ the  wojhs  as  destitute'.  It  had  relation  to  the  Liscannor  committee  ; it  might 
so  May  1847.  ]iave  ijeen  invidious  if  I had  singled  him  out  in  reporting  of  another  district  • 
I moved  that  the  freeholders  should  be  struck  off  the  works,  but  Mr.  John 
Macnamara  and  the  rest  of  the  committee  opposed  me.  I inquired  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Peter  Harvey,  who,  it  appears,  was  registered  as  a freeholder 
•'  upon  one  acre  of  land. 

‘3664.  Did  you,  at  that  time,  know  whose  tenant  he  was  ? — I am  not  sure  that 
I did. 

3665.  Have  you  subsequently  ascertained  whose  tenant  he  was? — I have. 

3666.  Whose?— Mr.  O’Brien’s;  I did  not  know  that  M'AIahon  was  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  tenant. 

3667.  You  understand  now  from  Mr.  O’Brien  that  he  is  his  tenant? I cer- 

tainly did  not  know  it  before. 

3668.  At  the  time  you  alluded  to  him,  had  you  the  slightest  idea  that  he 
was  a tenant  of  Mr.  O'Brien? — Not  the, slightest. 

3669.  Did  you  allude  to  him  merely  as  a case  that  in  your  judgment  required 
particular  notice,  from  his  being  a wretched  object,  and.  from  his  being 
excluded  from  the  works? — I thought  it  so  cruel  to  leave  off  the  man,  who  was 
so  weak  the  next  day  that  he  could  not  go  to  work  when  he  was  put  on  the 
works. 

367b.  Did  you,  in  the  allegation  you  made  about  Peter  Harvey,  mean  to 
insinuate  that  he  was  improperly  put  upon  the  freeholders’  list?— I thought  it 
a very  extraordinary  thing  for  a person  to  have'  a freehold  upon  one  acre  of 
land  returned  as  having  no  stock,  and  two  men  at  work  as  destitute. 

3671.  Tn  that  remark  do  yon ‘mean  to  state  generally  that  many  improper 
persons  were  on  the  list  of  freeholders  (without  reference  to  the  relief  committee'  ? 
— From  subsequent  inquiries  I certainly  think  so. 

3672.  At  the  time  you  wrote  that?— I was  not  aware  of  the  circumstance 
about  the  freeholders. 

3673.  I wish  to  know,  in  the  expression  you  make  use  of  with  regard  to  Peter 
Harvey,  whether  you  meant  it  to  be  inferred  that  he  was  one  instance  of  a num- 
ber of  freeholders  who  were  improperly  put  upon  the  list?— I did  not  know  any 
other  freeholders  at  that  time. 

3674.  Had  you  examined  the  premises  of  Peter  Harvey  at  that  time?— I had 
not. 

3^75-  Hid  you  know  anything  about  his  having  an  acre  of  land,  excepting 
what  you  were  told  ?— No,  1 did  not;  I took  it  from  the  valuation. 

3676.  At  the  time  you  made  the  remark? — It  was  stated  to  me  he  was  a 
pauper;  he  had  two  upon  the  works. 

3677-  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  house  upon  the  land  ? — I do 
not.  J r 

3678.  From  what  is  it  you  collect  that  the  acre  of  land  was  not  of  sufficient 
vaiue  to  give  him  a qualification?— I merely  take  it  from  the  quality  of  the 
land  there,  and  his  having  two  upon  the  works. 

3679.  Seeing  that  he  had  only  one  acre  of  land,  and  seeing  at  the  same 

moment  he  had  two  persons  employed  upon  the  works,  you  assumed  that  he 
was  not  a likely  person  to  be  qualified  to  have  a vote  for  the  county  ?— I con- 
ceived he  was  not.  J 


.,  3^80-  Mr.  Borthwicfc]  With  regard  to  the  first  line  in  the  last  paragraph  in 
that  letter,  you  say,  “ To  give  some  idea  of  the  persons  who  are  freeholders;” 
by  that  phrase  was  it  your  intention  to  convey  to  the  persons  to  whom  you  wrote 
an  idea  that  there  were  generally  people  made  freeholders  upon  an  inadequate 
amount  of  land  ?--I  always  considered  so  throughout  the  Liscannor  district. 

3081.  And  this  was  an  instance  selected  at  random?— That  came  to  my 
knowledge  at  the  instant,  and  I put  it  in  my  letter. 

. 3682.  If  you  had  inquired  you  might  have  found  more  instances  ? — I have 
since  iound  there  are  many  more. 


3683.  Chairman .]  Since  you  have  been  in  London,  do  you  mean?— Since 

1 have  been  m London.  J 

3684.  How  have  you  ascertained  that!— By  reference  to  the  freeholders’ 
registry,  to  Air.  O Briea’s  lists,  to  the  valuation  and  the  committee’s  registry. 

3685,  la 
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3685.  In  obtaining  the  information  which  the  Committee  desired  yon  to  lay 
be.ore  them,  you  have  incidentally  become  acquainted  with  many  other  facts 
wu  ™"ct  previously  know  ?-  Yes ; and  I was  asked  if  I could  show  a case  of 
, ,U  Bncu  returning  the  Lead  of  a family  in  one  part  of  the  sheet,  and  in 
another  part  another  member.  I can  show  three  different,  persons  returned  as 
separate  members  of  families,  in  the  relief  lists  of  the  31st  December,  signed  by 
Air.  O Bnen,  on  the  Moymore  road.  6 J 

list3686'  Mr'  SoUci‘or-(Jmeral-]  Is  that  the  Liseannor  list?— The  Liscannor 
of  CarLddf?— 1 dod  theLisc™nor  district  two  persons  of  the  name  of  Roache, 

aSthehead  °fa  fa”i,y’  ‘PP*" 

3689.  How  does  the  name  appear  first  ?— Thomas,  Michael,  and  Pat. 

3090.  M bat  are  tile  names  of  the  two  Roaches  who  hold  land  in  Carhudofft 
— hrancis  Roache,  nine  acres ; and  Judith  Roache,  who  holds  four  acres 

P ,?  91  a SaJ  ,h?re  aKi  three  Pere0,ls  described  as  holding  land,  Michael, 
Pat,  and  Ihomas;  I are  desired  to  ask  you,  do  yon  know,  in  point  of  fact, 
v\hose  sons  they  are? — I do  not.  r 

3692.  How  many  of  each  of  those  families  are  upon  the  list?— There  are 

those  three  I selected  ; there  may  be  more. 

3693.  How  many  of  the  family  upon  the  works?— Three  of  the  person  who 

nas  nine  acres  of  land.  r 

3694-  How  many  out  of  the  other?— I can  tell  you  by  reference  to  the  list, 
out  l nave  not  brought  it  forward  ; it  is  not  a comfortable  case. 

3695.  If  the  lists  had  been  fair,  how  many  heads  of  families  of  the  name  of 
noacne  could  have  been  upon  the  lists? — Only  two. 

3696.  Mr.  Bort/ncic/c.]  Is  Judith  the  wife  of  any  one?— I do  not  know  I 

can  only  go  upon  the  list  furnished  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  which 
states  the  person  has  nine  acres  in  one  case,  and  in  another  he  is  stated  to  have 
10  and  11  m family.  Francis  Roache  is  the  only  person  who  has  in  that  dis- 
trict anything  like  the  quantity  of  land  and  11  in  family;  Judith  Roache  has 
only  tour  acres  of  land,  and  therefore  she  cannot  be  the  person  returned  as  havino- 
10  acres.  0 

3u9q'  ?,he  nemS  t0  have  land  Independently  of  any  of  the  others?— She  has 
. 3S9S-  Mr.  Sellar.-}  Supposing  the  number  of  family  to  be  correct  and  to  be 
in  one  house,  that  would  be  33  persons  in  one  houser-Yes,  and  33  persons 
re  urne  or  them ; but  I cannot  find  Judith  in  the  subsequent  census,  and 
therefore  probably  she  has  gone  away. 

i 3ifi99VvS'a'""n?’i  fs  the  list  in  whidl  that  name  improperly  appears,  signed 
by  Mr.  O Bnen,  the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare?—  It  isf  ’ " ° 

37°°-  Do  you  believe  in  many  instances,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 

0 Ireland  at  that  time,  a chairman  of  the  committee  signed,  relying-  upon  the 

other  members  of  the  relief  committee?— I think  in  many  cases  he  was  obliged 
to  go  a great  deal  by  them.  5 

tion701  Mr'  Stafford  Necessarily  ? — Necessarily,  to  obtain  informa- 

3702.  Do  you  know  whose  tenant  this  Roache  was?— Mr.  O’Brien’s. 

3703-  How  far  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  residence  was  the  place  in  which  this 

1 w,7  occupies  land  f— I cannot  say ; it  was  in  the  parish  of  Killispuglinane. 

it  . Preclsel-V  ‘he  same  question  in  the  first  day’s  evidence,  and  I stated 

it  could  not  be  more  than  four  miles. 

3704.  Mr.  Better}.}  Have  you  the  poor-law  valuation? — Yes. 

rood7s°5and  TiMPht  Roache  aPPear  to  hold  there ?— Nine  acres,  two 

?nd  Jud“h  holds  four  acres,  two  roods.  Francis  Roache  is  afterwards 
returned  to  me  as  having  four  cows  and  a horse,  and  nine  acres  of  land,  and  11 
5e  rE*T  1 k is  the  same  Person.  from  that  information. 
areLl  4^2efat«y"m  30res  hdd  by  the  three  Roaches  ?-I  say  they 
37°7.  What  is  the  number  of  acres  ?— Nine  altogether, 
cron'  yr,'  Borth'°}ci-\  Were  ‘here,  in  point  of  fact,  33  in  family  ?—  No,  11. 
three  of  its°diffaSSe»tl0n  'n  that  times  t!le  same  family  was  returned  to 

a’°5'  0 D 3 3710.  Then 
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3710.  Then  in  point  of  fact  33  people  were  manufactured  out  of  11,  the  real 
number  being  11? — Exactly.  Clahan  is  much  nearer;  and  I find  John 
Leyden  returned,  on  two  different  sheets,  as  having  six  in  family,  and  two  acres 
of  land,  evidently  the  same  person. 

3711.  Chairman.']  Who  signs  the  list  in  which  his  name  appears?— Mr. 
O’Brien  ; he  is  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  has  two  cows. 

3712.  Might  the  repetition  of  the  same  name  arise  from  accident  or  careless- 
ness?— Certainly  not;  it  was  intended  to  give  him  another  employment  on  the 
works. 

37 1 3.  Coulcl  he  have  another  man  on  the  works  from  being  twice  entered  on 
the  list  ? — The  father  was  perhaps  put  on  in  one  place  as  the  head  of  the  family, 
and  in  the  next  sheet  the  son  as  the  head  of  the  family. 

3714.  Would  that  enable  them  to  have  more  persons  on  the  works  than 
they  were  entitled  to  ? — In  the  last  case  they  would,  because  they  have  six  in 
family. 

3715.  And  having  two  names  that  would  entitle  them  to  two  ? — Yes. 

3716.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  Is  it  meant  by  that  to  convey  this;  that  to  each  of  those 
two  members  of  the  family,  who  were  returned  in  separate  places  separately,  was 
assigned  the  whole  of  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  family  ? — Exactly. 

3717.  And  then  each  of  those  persons  would  have  one  put  upon  the  works  in 
virtue  of  his  having  six  in  a family  ; so  that  if  it  were  carried  out,  each  of  the 
six  members  of  that  family  might  be  returned  separately  as  head  of  a new 
family,  and  six  assigned  to  him,  and  six  might  be  put  upon  the  works? — Exactly, 
the  same  way. 

371b.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  How  long  were  these  persons  upon  the  works? 
— They  were  put  upon  the  works  in  the  first  instance. 

3719.  And  how  long  continued  they  upon  the  works? — Concerning  Francis 
Roache,  the  probabilities  are,  that  he  had  been  taken  off,  and  that  he  will  be  in 
the  list  I handed  in  this  morning,  among  those  I took  off’  the  works,  because 
they  had  all  more  than  seven  acres  of  land.  I took  them  all  off;  they  were  re- 
turned here,  and  I did  not  put  them  on  again. 

3720.  Chairman.]  Haley  ? — I should  not  take  him  off,  because  he  had  only 
two  acres  of  land. 

3721.  Are  there  other  instances  of  similar  cases?— There  are.  I had  made  a 
statement  to  that  effect,  which  I was  quite  sure  could  be  proved,  and  I am 
certain  that  many  cases  of  the  kind  could  be  found. 

3722.  And  may  those  cases  have  occurred  from  thoughtlessness  on  the  part 
of  the  chairman,  in  relying  either  upon  the  parish  priest  or  the  members  of 
committee? — I think  the  members  were  bound  to  give  him  their  assistance,  and 
the  parish  priest,  living  so  near  the  spot,  ought  to  give  Mr.  O’Brien  every 
information. 

3723.  In  that  case,  if  Mr,  O’Brien  trusted  to  the  priest,  might  not  these 
names  be  put  on  and  escape  Mr.  O’Brien’s  personal  notice  ? — I think  a person 
having  10  acres  of  land,  would  be  a person  well  known. 

3724.  But  it  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  chairman,  relying  upon  the  priest,  signed  it 

without  examination,  might  not  such  an.  instance  occur  . He  had  no  right  to 

sign  it  without  examination. 

3725-  Ho  you  not  think  such  a thing  was  very  probable? — Very  probable. 
But  by  signing  it  he  threw  the  whole  responsibility  of  not  employing  those  people 
upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

3726.  In  the  ordinary  way  of  doing  business,  might  not  Mr.  O’Brien  have 
signed,  as  other  chairman  might  do,  without  paying  attention  to  the  case  ? — 
He  must  have  done  so,  I should  think. 

3727-  How  many  lists  do  you  think  Mr.  O’Brien  might  have  to  sign  at  the 
same  meeting  ? The  duty  of  the  chairman  and  committee  in  the  first  instance 
was,  to  have  formed  registries  to  make  the  lists  from,  and  therefore  it  did  not 
matter  so  much  about  signing. 

3728.  What  was  the  practice.' — The  signing  was  a mere  nothing. 

VtZ'2-'  ” ere  many  lists  put  before  him  one  after  another  to  sign  as  chairman? 
—They  were,  by  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  he  signed  them  as  chairman. 

^ Pracdce  °f  signing  them  hastily  and  without  examination  ?—" 
All  the  cases  ought  previously  to  have  been  examined  before  putting  them  ia 
the.  registry,  and  then  he  would  have  signed  only  a true  copy  of  the  registry. 

3731.  1 am  asking  whether  it  was  common  for  the  chairman  to  sign  them 

without 
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without  examination,  relying  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  officer  who  was  em- 
ployed ? — It  was  the  custom  ; but  at  the  same  time  he  ought  previously  to 
have  investigated  the  circumstances  of  each  person  placed  in  the  registry,  and 
then  he  at  once  knew  he  was  only  signing  a true  copy  of  the  registry. 

3732.  Do  you  believe  it  was  the  practice,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  Ire- 
land at  that  time,  for  the  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  to  examine  the 
registry  previously,  and  then  to  sign  the  list  as  a true  copy  ?— I do ; in  one  or 
two  districts  it  has  been  done,  and  there  the  distress  has  not  been  so  great. 

3733-  M as  it  common  in  West  Clare? — It  was  not,  because  they  did  not 
make  out  the  registries. 

3734-  Was  not  the  mode  of  doing  business  loose  and  objectionable?- — Very. 

3735-  In  that  loose  and  objectionable  mode  of  doing  business,  do  you  not 

think  a chairman  of  a relief  committee  was  very  likely  to  sign  merely  as  chair- 
man, without  an  examination  of  the  registry? — I do.  ° 

3736.  At  the  same  time  he  would  not  be  doing  his  duty,  he  would  be  respon* 

sible  r — 1 es.  r 

3737.  And  without  being  wilfully  a party  to  these  errors  ?— Yes. 

3733-  Williams.]  Had  he  time  to  examine  into  every  ease  r—He  had, 

into  every  case  of  undoubted  destitution. 

3739-  He  inust  have  examined  every  case  to  find  out  undoubted  destitution  ? 
— He  should  have  done  so. 

3740.  Do  you  think  he  had,  in  attending  those  meetings,  sufficient  time  to 
make  that  full  investigation  ?— It  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  1 think  if  he  had 
chosen  to  attend,  he  would  have  had  time. 

3741.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  you  and  Captain  Wynne  had  not  time  to 
look  into  all  those  facts  ? — That  was  the  very  reason  that  the  committee  should 
have  exerted  themselves  still  more  to  make  out  their  registries. 

3742.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  How  many  relief  committees  were  you  in  com- 
munication with  7— With  seven  baronies. 

3743-  How  many  relief  committees  ?— About  19. 

3744.  Each  committee  having  a locality  in  itself? — Yes,  and  one  had  a whole 
barony  (Corofin),  in  its  district. 

3745-  That  is,  your  superintendence  was  over  19  times  the  space  of  each 
committee  ?— Committees  were  sometimes  very  different;  Liscannor  was  one 
electoral  division,  and  Corofin  was  five  electoral  divisions. 

3746.  There  were  19  different  localities,  the  relief  committees  of  which  ought 
to  have  inquired  into  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case  r — Exactly. 

3747-  And  it  would  be  competent  for  those  committees  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case  when  it  would  not  be  competent  for 
you  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  19  localities? — Exactly.  I consider 
it  was  the  duty  of  each  committee  to  be  responsible  for  a certain  district. 

3748.  As  you  were  dependent,  in  a great  degree,  on  those  committees,  so  the 
chairman  must  be  dependent  upon  the  persons  on  his  committee  ? — Certainly. 

3749-  M*-.  W.  Williams.]  Had  you  any  person  to-  assist  }?ou  in  these  lists? — No 
one. 

3750.  Not  the  engineer?— He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  lists. 

3751.  Mr.  Belleic.]  You  were  the  person  in  conjunction  with  the  relief  com- 
mittees to  check  the  lists  ? — I was ; and  when  the  engineer  informed  me  the 
number  he  could  employ,  it  was  my  duty  to  obtain  from  the  relief  committees 
those  who  were  destitute. 

3752.  In  page  3,  regarding  these  gangers,  you  say,  “ The  Board  may  have 
some  idea  of  the  members  of  the  Lisdoonvarna  committee  when  three  of 
them,  viz.,  Connor  O’Loughlin,  Luke  Macnamara,  and  Denis  Nevill  are  em- 
ployed as  gangers  at  6 s.  per  week,  and  another  member  is  a check  clerk.”'  Do 
you  know  those  facts  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I do.  I attended1  the  committee 
at  Lisdoonvarna.  The  check  clerk  was  Roger  Kelly. 

3753-  Chairman.]  You  appear  to  have  given  a list  at  page  66  in  the  Paper 
1 80.  Having  examined  it  again, are  you  of  opinion  that  the  statement  is  correct-? 
■—I  cancelled  a portion  of  it  afterwards ; but  I have  stated  at  the  bottom  where 
I obtained  my  information.  In  making  the  above  return  of  valuation  T took 
my  information  from  the  valuation  books,  and  although  one  or  two  errors 
may  have  occurred,  yet  I think  it  may  be  relied  upon. 

°-105-  DD4  3754.  Did 
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3754.  Did  you  afterwards  find  errors  which  induced  you  to  cancel  a portion 
of  the  list?— I did.  I found  that  Denis  Liddy  had  given  up  20  acres  of  his 
land  subsequent  to  the  valuation  being  made  out. 

3755-  Will  you  look  to  George  Greene ; five  acres  returned,  having  30  ; 
valuation,  20/.  10s.  ? — I can  refer  to  that  case  in  the  lists. 

3756.  Is  not  the  George  Greene  mentioned  there  as  having  30  acres  of 
land,  value  20/.  10s.,  a respectable  person,  in  the  situation  of  a gentleman; 
and’  does  not  the  George  Greene  in  the  labour  list  reside  at  Ballycot- 
ten,  and  is  he  not  there  represented  as  having  five  acres  of  land;  is  there  not 
some  mistake  in  this?— I should  think  very  likely  it  is  a misprint. 

3757.  Can  you  ascertain  to-morrow?— Yes;  except  that  part  of  these  may 
contain  lists  subsequent  to  Mr.  O’Brien  leaving  the  country,  and  therefore 
I cannot  say  those  are  under  Mr.  O’Brien’s  signature  at  all.  I have  a book 
from  which  it  appears  that  George  Greene  has  been  entered  differently,  and  that 
is  one  of  those  I cancelled. 

3758.  Did  you  afterwards  find,  that  in  the  list  (page  66)  which  you  returned 
on  the  10th  February,  and  at  the  bottom  of  which  you  make  a note  that  your 
information  being  derived  from  the  valuation  books,  one  or  two  errors  may  have 
occurred,  errors  had  in  point  of  fact  occurred ; and  did  you  revise  the  list,  and 
cancel  it,  and  send  in  a correct  one?--I  did. 

37591  Was  the  name  you  have  mentioned,  Denis  Liddy,  one  name,  and  the 
other,  George  Greene,  in  which  you  found  you  were  mistaken  ? — No,  I did 
not  know  George  Greene.  I merely  corrected  it,  and  put  Ballycotcen  instead  of 
Loughlone. 
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Captain  Henry  William  Gordon , recalled  ; and  further  Examined. 

3760.  Chairman.]  DO  you  put  in  Lists  which  you  were  desired  to  furnish?— 
I put  in  a corrected  list  of  page  66  of  180  of  the  return  there  given  by  me,  which 
I believe  to  be  correct.  Instead  of  decreasing  the  valuation  and  the  information 
therein  given,  I am  induced  to  state  even  larger  amounts  than  the  valuation;  for 
instance,  the  Widow  Flanagan  had  only  been  returned  at  the  low  value  of  25I, 
whereas  I now  find  it  was  51  /.  2 s.  4 d. ; and  they  are  all  similarly  increased.  And 
in  this  return  I find  a person  returned  as  two  separate  families  in  different  sheets, 
on  the  31st  December,  of  the  name  of  Michael  Linane;  he  is  a tenant  of  Pat 
Shannon,  who  is  an  under-tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  for  the  townland  of  Derry;  he 
is  returned  for  the  Sandford  Hills  for  one,  and  for  Carhuduff  Hills  for  another ; 
in  one  place  he  is  stated  to  have  ten  in  family,  and  in  another  place  six  in  family- 
He  is  also  returned  on  the  5th  of  January  as  having  nine  in  family,  and  stated  to 
have  a man  and  boy  at  work.  I also  find  Pat  Fitzpatrick,  of  Killispuglinane, 
and  a tenant  of  Mrs.  Rawson,  returned  on  the  31st  December,  on  the  Moymore- 
road  No.  1,  and  Moy more-road  No.  2,  returned  as  having  10  in  family,  and 
again  as  having  12  in  family. 
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Acres 

Gross 

1 

NAMES. 

Townland. 

Returned. 

have. 

Valuation. 

J Stock. 

Landlord. 

Reference. 

F.-nj. 

Observations. 

£.  f.  d. 

rmn 

’(V  idow  Ueiily 

CarlendutF 

5 

12 

7 lb  8 

1 

0 

C.  O’Brien,  esq. 

Michael  Healy  - 

- ditto 

3 

1 

- ditto  - 

1,  Moymore,  31 

9 - 

December, 
f 31  December, 

10. 

1 No.  2,  Sandfield. 

Richard  Linane  - 

Deny  - 

7 

8 

17  2 41 

1 

0 

Pat  Shannon 

J 31  December, 

1 No.  2,  Carhudon. 

Ig. 

| 5 January, 

1 No.  7,  Sheet. 

f 31  December, 

■j  10. 

John  Linane 

- ditto 

2 

8 

0 

- ditto  - 

<1  1 Baliingadad, 

>10,  a man  and 

17  Supplementary. 

J boy  at  work. 

17  2 44 

f 1 Baliingadad, 

< 31  December, 

(7  Supplementary. 

J ames  Linane 

- ditto 

3 

8 

- ditto  - 

t>10,  a man  and  boy 

26  14  5} 

- ditto 

Martin  Neyland  - 

- ditto 

7 Sunnlennntarv, 

5 January. 

( 31  Dec. 

Pat  Fitzpatrick  - 

Killuspuglinane 

10 

16 

26  16  3 

2 

0 

Mrs.  Rawsori 

J Movmore,  2. 
) 31  Dec. 

1 Movmore,  1. 

P 

Denis  Gallaher  - 

Killuspuglihane 

19 

29 

2 

0 

Mrs.  Rawsnn  - 

7 Supplementary  1 

8,  one  at  work. 

Dents  Vaughan  - ' 

- ditto 

G 

10 

18  14  3| 

„ 

0 

John  Lysaght, 
esq. 

4 Supplementary, 
5 January. 

! 5 January.  ^ 

land  to  his 

Widow  Flanagan 

- ditto 

19 

2S 

- ditto  - 

11  Supplementary, 

2 recommended. 

John  Considine  - 

Baliyheane  - 

12 

11 

20  17  5 

2 

1 

Dean  Stackpoole. 

- ditto 

1.  . 

- - These  are 

4 

Ballyoorda 

9 

8} 

1G  12  3J 

1 

0 

John  Lysaght, 

sons  to  Widow 

Kennedy,  who 

- ditto 

1GJ 

164 

30  11  9 

4 

1 

- ditto. 

- ditto 

12 

11J 

- ditto. 

- ditto 

10 

9 

17  13  C 

1 

- ditto. 

Widow  Roache  - 

- ditto 

7 

8 

15  - - 

1 

0 

- ditto. 

- ditto 

- ditto  - 

Daniel  Neylor 

Ranmigh 

25 

25 

2 

Dean  Stackpoole. 

— 

mistaken  for 

Pat  Kennedy 

- ditto 

25 

25 

45  4 2 

12 

1 

- ditto  - 

- ditto 

10 

9J 

- ditto. 

- ditto 

10 

10 

IS  15  3’ 

2 

1 

- ditto. 

Denis  Liddy 

- ditto 

5 

25 

51  11  1 

- ditto  - 

- 

- - Has  siren 

Widow  Gislane  - 

- ditto 

- 

- 

- ditto  - 

- 

up  20  acres. 

Pat  O’Brien 

- ditto 

3 

3 

- ditto  - 

Returned  by  John 

John  Carnedy 

Lougliior 

9 

11 

22  IS  11 

1 

1 

Sir  William  Fitz- 

Macnamnra,  esq. 
13  Supplementary 

4. 

- ditto 

16J 

- ditto. 

11  s.  9jd. 

George  Green 

Bailycotton  - 

5 

8 

9 - 10  4 

1 

1 

- ditto  - 

13  Supplementary 

9. 

Thomas  Neagle  - 

13 

14 

- ditto  - 

13  Supplementary 

5. 

George  Vaughan  - 

22 

- ditto  - 

Returned  by  John 

- ditto. 

Macnamara,  esq. 

Pat  Neagle 

. dm. 

12 

14 

— 

■™d. 

3761.  Do  you  put  in  any  other  paper? — I also  hand  in  a list  of  some  of  the 
persons  omitted  from  the  Liscannor  Lists,  which  has  not  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee yet. 


N A M E S. 

TOWN  LAND. 

Quantity 

of 

Laud. 

Number 

Families. 

Observations. 

John  Mullins  - 

Ballybrislaud- 

none  - | 

3 

Widow  Mulqueeny  - 

ditto  - 

ditto  - | 

2 

Mary  Duffy  ... 

Ballyhean  ... 

ditto 

2 

Kitty  M-Guane 

ditto  - 

ditto 

5 

John  Roche  - 

ditto  - 

3 

3 

Michael  Cullman 

ditto  - 

none 

3 

Denis  Roughin 

ditto  - 

ditto 

0 

John  Carty  (Michael) 

ditto  ...  - 

ditto 

7 

Edward  Neagle 

ditto  - 

ditto 

5 

Mary  Davoran 

Ballyoorda  - 

ditto 

3 

Tim.  Freel  ... 

Liscannor  - 

ditto 

4 

Michael  Kerin 

ditto  - 

ditto 

5 

Pat  Meade  - 

ditto  - 

ditto 

8 

only  one  atwork. 

Pat  Walsh  ... 

ditto  - - - 

ditto 

2 

Paul  Tierney  - 

ditto  - 

ditto 

8 

Thomas  Roche  ( J ohu) 

ditto  - 

ditto 

7 

Thomas  Roche  (Nicholas) 

ditto  ---  - 

8 

Michael  Donohue  (Pat)  - 

ditto  ---  - 

ditto 

6 

Copt. 

H.  W.  Gordon. 


21  May  1847. 


( continued ) 
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Capt. 

H.  IV.  Gordon.  NAMES. 

TOWNL  AND. 

Quantity 

of 

Laud. 

Number 

Families. 

Widow  Tierny  - 

Liscannor  - 

none 

2 

Anthony  Tierny 

ditto  - 

ditto 

2 

Margaret  Linnane  - 

ditto  - 

ditto 

1 

John  Leary 

ditto  - - - 

ditto 

2 

Dummy  Lyons 

ditto  - 

ditto 

1 

Darby  Considine 

ditto  - 

ditto 

2 

Pat  Drony  (Tim) 

Ballysteen  - 

ditto 

6 

Widow  Hegarty 

Sandfield  ... 

ditto 

2 

Widow  Clancy 

1 ditto  - 

ditto 

4 

John  M‘Donough  - 

Clahanes  ... 

ditto 

5 

Nanse  Blake  - 

Loughlone  ... 

ditto 

2 

Bridget  M‘Inerny  - 

ditto  - 

ditto 

2 

Andrew  Walsh 

Ballycotton  - 

ditto 

11 

Anthony  Curtin 

ditto  - 

ditto 

7 

John  Kinnane  - 

ditto  - - - - 

ditto 

5 

Mary  Keane  - 

ditto  - - - - 

ditto 

1 

Pat  Hayes  - 

ditto  - 

ditto 

8 

Pat  Glynn  - 

Carhuduff  - 

ditto 

Q 

Thomas  Considine  - 

Caherbama  - 

ditto 

3 

Tim  Connor  ... 

ditto  - 

ditto 

8 

Michael  O’Brien  (Hillary) 

Moymore  - 

ditto 

2 

Martin  O’Connor 

ditto  - 

ditto 

6 

Michael  Dynan 

Moher  - 

ditto 

9 

3762.  From  what,  documents  did  you  take  that  list? — From  a subsequent  list 
sent  to  me  by  the  Liscannor  committee. 

3763.  This  return  is  made  more  perfect  since  you  came  to  town? — Those 
destitute  persons  have  been  selected  out  of  the  supplementary  lists  that  came  to 
me  after  Mr.  O’Brien  left  the  district. 

3764.  Have  you  any  oilier  list?— I return  a list  of  freeholders  ; the  crosses  show 
those  1 recognise  as  freeholders. 


LIST  of  Freeholders  returned  for  Relief  Employment  by  the  Liscannor  Committee,  Resident  on  the 
Property  of  Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.  m.p. 


T.  M'Donough  - 
Pat  Shannon 
Tlios.  Neagle 

Thos.  Eagan 
Michael  Healy  - 
Michael  O’Connell 

Michael  Tierney 
Michael  Shannon 
Paul  Tierney  - 
Andrew  Killouglivy 

J ohn  Neylon 

Pat  Rvnn 
Murty  M'Mahon 
Michael  Nestor  - 
Martin  Nestor  - 
Michael  Normoyle 
Martin  Neylon  - 
J ohn  Foley 

Michael  Liddy  - 
Malachy  Neady 
John  Kennedy  - 
Path.  Liddy 
Michael  Cusack 
Thomas  Cusack  - 
John  Seaton 


Townlani's. 


- + 
- + 
- + 

- + 
- + 
' + 

- + 
- + 


- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 


- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 
- + 


Carhuduff 
ditto  - 
ditto 

ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto 

ditto  - 
ditto 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 

Derry  - 

ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 

Ardacra 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  • 


Registry. 

Reference  tn  Cnmmiltee  Lists. 

Date  of  Return 
by 

Committee. 

Observations. 

Date. 

Number. 

1841 

4010 

Number, 

14 

Movmore  Road 

31  December  1846. 

1844 

5270 

40 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5242 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1847. 

1844 

5621 

_ 

sheet,  No.  6. 
ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5206 

1 

Moymore  Road 

31  December  18  46. 

1844 

5192 

~ - 

- - Supplemental 
sheet,  No.  6. 

5 January  1847- 

1844 

5227 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5271 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1845 

5417 

- 

ditto 

- ditto.. 

1843 

5209 

3 

Moymore  Road 

31  December  1846. 

1844 

5247 

- - Supplementary 
sheet,  No.  7. 

5 January  1847. 

1844 

5262 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5235 

— 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5246 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5243 

- 

ditto  - 

- ditto. 

1844 

5244 

- 

ditto  - 

- ditto. 

1844 

5245 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5201 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5215 

13 

Spa  Hill'  - 

31  December  1 846. 

1840 

3695 

18 

ditto  _ - 

- ditto. 

1844 

5391 

35 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5216 

14 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5191 

17 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1845 

6379 

16 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1840 

8706 

31 

Sea  Wall  - 

- ditto. 

Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS. 


Michael  Conway 
John  Conway  - 


Townlands. 


- + 
- + 


- - Bally- 
stead, 
ditto  - 


Denis  Conway  - 
J olin  Sliarry 
Pat  Cullinnn 
Patt  Fime  - 
Mori  in  Walsh  - 
Matt.  Nihill 
Daniel  Cusick  - 
Thomas  Molony 


- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

- + 

ditto 

Pat  Lalien  (Daniel) 
Henry  Mantle  - 
Peter  Ronin 
Peter  M'Keene  - 


- + 
- + 

- + 


Clahanes 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


Michael  Taffe  - - -f  ditto 

Michael  O’Connors  - + ditto 


James  O’Connors 
Patt  M'Makan  - 
Peter  Harvy 


- + 

- + 


ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


John  Reidy 


- + 


Derreen  - 


Pat  Doherty  - - -f  ditto  - 

ThomasReedy(Michael)+  ditto  - 


Thomas  Sharry  - 
Pat  Kinnane 
Darby  M'Inerney 


ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


Pat  Madigan 
Patt  Ryan 


- + ditto  - 

- + ditto  - 


Pat  Droney  (Weedon)  -f- 

Tim  Moore  - - + 

Patt  Moore  - - + 

Thomas  Learey  - - -f- 

Roger  Lalien 


ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


Thomas  Drony  - 
Thomas  Leyden 


* + 
- + 


Sheep  Hill 
ditto  - 


Michael  M‘Donough  - 
James  Sexton  - 
James  Molony  - 


Lislarkin 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


Registry. 

Dale  of  Retuin 
by 

Committee. 

Date. 

Xumbei. 

1844 

5195 

Number 

12 

Lislarkin  Hills  - 

31  December  1846. 

1844 

5282 

- 

- - Supplementary 

5 January  1847. 

1840 

3322 

_ 

sheet,  No.  1. 
ditto 

- ditto. 

1840 

3313 

25 

Lislarkin  Hills  - 

31  December  1846. 

1844 

5194 

29 

ditto 

1841 

4038 

3 

St.  Bridget’s  Hill 

- ditto. 

1840 

3718 

33 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5248 

31 

Lislarkin  - 

1840 

3271 

27 

ditto  - 

- ditto. 

1844 

5238 

- 

- - Supplementary 

5 January  1847. 

1840 

3648 

5 

sheet,  No.  1. 
Sea  Wall  - 

1846 

5502 

6 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1845 

5411 

36 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5230 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1847. 

1844 

5276 

50 

sheet,  No.  2. 
Clohane’s  Road 

1844 

5250 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1847. 

1844 

5249 

_ 

sheet,  No.  2. 
ditto 

1844 

5231 

- 

ditto 

1846 

5022 

- 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5264 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1S47. 

1844 

5199 

14 

sheet,  No.  1. 

St.  Bridget’s  - 

31  December  1S46. 

1844 

52C5 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1847. 

1845 

5430 

3 

sheet,  No.  1. 
Spa  Hill  - 

31  December  1846. 

1844 

5210 

6 

St-  Bridget’s  Hill 

- ditto. 

1844 

5226 

- 

- - Supplemental 

5 January  1847. 

1844 

5227 

2 

sheet,  No.  1. 
St.  Bridget’s 

31  December]  846. 

5263 

- 

- - Supplemental 

1846 

5478 

53 

sheet,  No.  1. 
Spa  Hill  - 

5229 

1 

ditto 

1844 

5228 

2 

ditto 

1845 

5395 

2S 

Sea  Wall  - 

‘ 

45 

ditto 

- ditto  - 

1844 

5284 

7 

Spa  Hill  - 

3 1 December  1 846. 

1846 

549& 

5 

ditto 

- ditto. 

1844 

5224 

2 

Lislarkin  Hills  - 

1844- 

6268 

5 

ditto 

1844 

5225 

7 

ditto 

- ditto. 

Observations. 


Pat. 


Edward  William  Burton,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 


37^5-  Chairman .]  WHAT  is  your  Christian  name? — Edward  William. 

37b6.  Are  you  a magistrate  of  the  county  of  Clare  r — I am. 

3707.  Have  you  acted  as  a magistrate  for  that  county  for  some  time  ? — I 
have.  J 

3768.  How  long? — About  seven  years. 

37bg.  Do  you  reside  in  the  countv  ? — I do. 

3770.  Where? — At  Clifton,  in  Corofiu. 

3771.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ?— Eleven  years. 

3772-  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  at  Corofin  on  the  30th  November? — 


3773-  In  your  capacity  of  magistrate  ?— Yes. 

3774-  What  was  the  meeting  tor  ? — It  was  a presentment  sessions. 

377.5-  How  many  gentlemen  were  present  1 — A great  many  : I cannot  sa 
now  many.  J 

°-'°5-  EE  2 3776.1 


£.  W.  Burlon,  Esq. 
*1  May  184.7. 
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E.  IF.  Burton,  Esq.  3776.  Is  the  presentment  sessions  composed  of  magistrates  alone  r — Magistrates 
■ — and  cess-payers  ; but  there  were  a multitude  present  beside. 

21  May  1847.  3777.  Can  you  say  about  how  many  magistrates  were  present? — Five  or  sis; 

I cannot  be  sure. 

3778.  About  how  many  others? — I suppose  over  100. 

3779.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Where? — In  the  sessions-room. 

3780.  What  do  you  mean  by  over  100? — I mean  the  crowd  altogether. 

3781.  Would  not  your  sessions-room  hold  more  than  100?— I dare  say  it 
would ; I cannot  exactly  say  the  number;  when  I say  too,  I think  that  is  a small 
proportion  perhaps. 

3782.  Chairman .]  Were  you  present  during  the  whole  meeting? — I was  not. 

3783.  Was  Captain  Wynne  there? — He  was. 

3784.  Without  going  particularly  into  the  discussion,  what  was  the  subject- 
matter  of  discussion  before  the  meeting  ? — The  object  of  the  meeting  was,  pre- 
senting under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter ; and  the  discussion  was,  whether  relief 
should  be  taken  under  that,  or  whether  they  should  petition  the  Government  to 
permit  them  to  till  the  ground. 

3785.  Did  the  meeting  continue  long? — About  three  hours. 

3786.  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

3787.  Have  you  seen  a copy  of  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting 
taken  from  the  “ Clare  Journal/'  and  now  in  print  in  a book  of  extracts  of  letters 
and  newspaper  reports  of  proceedings  in  the  county  of  Clare  ? — I have  seen  it  in 
that  book  ; I did  not  see  it  in  the  paper. 

3788.  Will  you  look  at  page  51  of  that  book  ; does  that  purport  to  he  a report, 
from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  which  you  were 
present? — Yes. 

3789.  Have  you  read  that? — I have. 

3790.  Have  you  a distinct  recollection  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting, 
separate  and  independent  of  the  report  you  have  before  you  ? — I have,  so  far 
as  I was  present ; I was  not  present  the  whole  time. 

3791.  When  did  you  leave  the  meeting? — Ileft  the  meeting  while  Mr.  O’Brien 
was  speaking  generally  to  the  public,  and  where  the  chairman  commenced  speak- 
ing about  “What  do  you  understand  by  having  some  means?  ” I left  about  the 
middle  of  that  speech. 

3792.  Why  did  you  leave  the  meeting  ? — I was  really  annoyed  at  the  turn  the 
meeting  was  taking ; I conceived  the  chairman  had  lost  his  temper,  and  was 
making  it  a personal  business  between  him  and  Captain  Wynne,  and  I left  it 
sooner  than  be  there ; I was  not  the  only  individual  that  left. 

3793.  Before  that,  had  there  been  much  irritation  at  the  meeting  ? — A good 
deal. 

3794.  Did  the  chairman  and  the  meeting  take  one  view  of  the  question,  and 
the  Government  officers  another  ? — The  meeting  generally  would  have  wished, 
certainly,  to  have  had  the  land  tilled  if  they  could,  but  they  seemed  to  think  it 
imprudent ; they  were  decided  in  saying  it  was  imprudent  to  attempt  to  do  what 
the  Government  officer  had  decidedly  refused,  and  still  more  imprudent  to  make 
it  a personal  business  with  the  Government  officer. 

3795.  Mr.  Bellew .]  When  you  say  the  “ meeting,”  you  mean  the  majority  of 
the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  ? — Yes. 

3796.  Chairman .]  Was  there  any  division  taken  upon  the  subject? — There 
was  not. 

3797.  Was  there  an  expression  of  opinion  r — There  was. 

3798.  A decided  one  ? — A decided  one. 

3799.  What  was  the  opinion? — That  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  oppose  the 
Government  officer  in  it,** and  that  it  was  useless  putting  forward  a measure  that 
was  likely  to  do  away  with  any  benefit  that  was  likely  to  arise  from  the  meeting, 
when  the  officer  told  them  it  would  not  be  listened  to. 

3800.  Do  you  think  that  was  the  decided  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  meet- 
ing?— I do. 

3801.  A large  or  small  majority? — I say  the  greater  majority  of  them  ; I say 
the  whole  of  them. 

3802.  Do  you  apply  the  remark  to  the  magistrates  or  cess-payers,  or  both?— 
I apply  it  particularly  to  the  magistrates,  and  a great  number  of  the  cess-payers 
also;  the  meeting  was  composed  of  a great  number  besides  cess-payers;  the 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen  of  the  country  and  the  cess-payers  are  only  a certain  number  that  are  E-  JT.  2?nr/o»,  F.aq. 
allowed  to  vote,  but  the  number  of  cess-payers  in  the  room  was  very  great.  * 

3803.  Mr.  Belle’s.'.]  Were  all  the  associated  cess-payers  of  that  session  present?  21  May  18474 
— I do  think  they  were  ; I cannot  say  positively  as  to  that,  but  I say  that  a 

majority  of  them  were. 

3804.  Chairman.]  Who  were  the  parties  who  opposed  the  feeling  of  the  ma- 
jority, and  expressed  their  opinion  against  the  Government  officer’s  views? — I 
did  not  hear  anybody  but  Mr.  O’Brien  ; I said,  in  the  first  instance,  the  meeting 
in  general  were  inclined  to  get  the  land  tilled  if  they  could,  but  that  they  found  it 
impracticable,  and  that  the  Government  officer  told  them  it  was  not  to  be  listened 
to,  so  that  they  were  but  of  one  opinion  afterwards.  There  was  one  thing  said  at 
this  meeting  that  is  not  in  this  report,  that  I particularly  recollect,  because  I was 
desired  to  go  forward  and  say  it  myself,  and  that  was,  that  Archdeacon  Whitty 
said  that  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hold  out  prospects  to  the  people  and 
excite  their  minds,  when  there  was  no  likelihood  of  their  being  realized,  and  that 
it  was  likely  to  create  disappointment  in  their  minds. 

3805.  Mr  j Bellew.]  Was  there  not  a presentment  at  the  sessions  in  favour  of 
tillage? — There  was. 

3806.  How  could  that  be  if  the  majority  were  against  it? — I was  not  present  at 
that  part  of  it ; they  agreed  in  the  end  there  should  be  a sum  presented,  let  that  be 
taken  in  what  way  it  would  by  the  Government;  if  the  Government  permitted  the 
land  to  be  tilled,  well  and  good. 

3807.  The  persons  who  made  the  presentment  were  the  same  as  you  speak  of 
now  as  having  been  opposed  to  it? — They  looked  upon  it  as  useless  to  oppose  the 
Government  officer,  but  the  chairman  still  persisted  in  it,  and  they  let  the  thing 
go  through. 

380S.  VV'hy  did  they  let  the  thing  go  through  r — They  looked  upon  it  as  use- 
less to  do  it,  but  it  was  carried  through. 

3809.  Mr.  S.  Crartford.]  You  speak  of  the  opinion  of  the  meeting ; what  is 
your  meaning  by  the  “ meeting the  associated  magistrates  and  cess-payers,  or  the 
great  body  of  people  there  assembled  ? — I speak  of  all  together. 

3810.  Were  those  persons  present  who  were  not  magistrates  or  associated  cess- 
payers  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting? — Indeed  they 
were. 

3811.  Was  not  that  irregular? — Perfectly. 

3812.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  prevent  that  irregularity? — None,  that 
I know  of;  but  it  is  an  ordinary  occurrence  in  our  meetings. 

3813.  Is  that  the  usual  course  of  proceeding  at  presentment  sessions  in  the 
county  of  Clare? — Indeed  it  is. 

3S14.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  there  amotion  made  and  seconded  that  a pre- 
sentment should  be  made  for  tillage  ? — I do  not  think  there  was ; I cannot  speak 
to  that ; I do  not  recollect  it. 

3815.  You  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  at  the  period  when  it  voted  that 
a presentment  for  tillage  should  be  made  Oh,  there  was  a decided  proposition 
that  a presentment  should  be  made  for  tillage ; there  was,  certainly ; it  was  on 
that  the  discussion  took  place. 

3816.  Did  you  see  any  expression  of  opinion,  either  by  show  of  hands  or  any 
other  course  adopted  ? — No,  there  was  no  division  on  it  at  all. 

3817.  Mr.  JV.  Williams.]  I understand  you  to  say,  to  the  bestof  your  belief,  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  meeting  was  in  favour  of  a presentment  for  tillage, 
if  they  thought  the  Government  would  sanction  such  a presentment  ? — Decidedly. 

3818.  But  so  long  as  you  were  present,  you  conceived  the  meeting  was  so  en- 
tirely persuaded  the  Government  would  not  sanction  it,  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  press  what  they  considered  a useless  measure  ? — Decidedly  so. 

3819.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.~\  Was  there  a question  regularly  put  on  the  subject 
from  the  chair  ? — I do  not  recollect  it. 

3820.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Do  you  not  consider,  as  a magistrate,  it  is  perfectly  legal  for 
the  cess-payers  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  with  regard  to  all  presentments, 
though  none  but  magistrates  and  associated  cess-payers  vote  ? — It  is  generally 
allowed  ; there  is  no  hindrance  in  any  of  our  sessions  to  it. 

3821.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  I think  you  stated  there  were  others  besides 
cess- payers  in  the  court-house  ? — There  were. 

3822.  Chairman.]  What  proposition  was  made  to  the  meeting,  and  by  whom  ? 
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E.  W.  Fvrton,  Esq.  — By  tlie  chairman,  whether  they  should  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter 
for  which  the  meeting  was  assembled. 

21  May  1847.  3823.  Mr.  Stafford  O'BrienJ]  Or  under  the  9th  and  10th  Victoria  ?— Yes ; 

that  was  the  case. 

3824.  And  it  was  decided  they  should  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter? 
— Yes. 

3S25.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did  any  other  of  the  magistrates  or  cess-payers  leave  the 
room? — Yes;  Archdeacon  Whitty  left  it  with  me. 

3826.  Any  one  else  ? — No. 

3827.  Chairman .]  For  the  same  cause  ? — For  the  same  cause. 

3S28.  Was  the  meeting  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  a very  excited 
one  ? — A very  noisy  one. 

3829.  Do  you  recollect  the  chairman  stating  that  the  Government  and  their 
officers  were  insulting  the  gentry  of  the  country? — I do. 

3830.  Was  there  much  imprudent  and  violent  language  used  ? — I think  there 
was. 

3831.  By  whom  ? — By  the  chairman. 

3832.  Addressed  to  any  particular  person,  or  in  general  remarks? — I conceive 
that  latterly  it  was  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne. 

3833.  What  expressions  did  you  hear  used  to  Captain  Wynne  that  has  caused 
that  opinion  ? — He  told  Captain  Wynne  that  he  was  not  to  be  lectured  by  him 
or  by  anybody  else ; lie  asked  Captain  Wynne  did  he  mean  what  he  said,  in 
return  to  something  he  had  said,  to  be  personal,  and  he  repeated  the  question 
very  angrily  once  or  twice. 

3834.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  How  near  the  chairman  were  you  at  the  time? 
— As  near  as  I am  to  you. 

3835-  How  near  was  Captain  Wynne  to  the  chairman  ? — About  the  same 
distauce. 

3836.  Were  you  in  such  a position  as  to  be  able  to  judge  whether  at  that  time, 
in  your  judgment,  the  chairman  by  his  expressions  intended  to  convey  a personal 
meaning  to  his  words  ? — I really  conceived  that  the  chairman  had  lost  his  temper, 
and  scarcely  knew  what  lie  was  saying. 

3837.  In  your  judgment,  did  you  understand  the  chairman  intended  to  make  it 
a personal  affair  between  him  and  the  Government  officer  ? — I do;  it  was  directly 
addressed  to  him. 

3838.  What  do  you  mean  by  a personal  affair? — I look  upon  a personal 
affair  as  anything  that  would  bring  a man  into  direct  collision  with  him. 

3839.  Do  you  mean  a duel  ?— I cannot  say  be  intended  a duel. 

3840.  What  did  he  intend  by  a personal  affair,  in  your  sense  of  the  word?— 
That  be  made  it  a personal  quarrel  with  him. 

3841.  Were  you  near  enough  to  hear  an  expression  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  to 
Captain  Wynne  to  this  effect,  “ You  will  find  me  very  steady”? — I do  not  recol- 
lect the  expression. 

3842.  Were  you  near  enough  to  hear  it,  or  might  it  be  said  without  your 
hearing  it? — Many  things  may  have  been  said,  but  I do  not  recollect  that. 

3843-  Ho  you  remember  what  Captain  Wynne  said  before  the  chairman  applied 
“Je  observations  you  have  spoken  of  to  him  ; what  did  Captain  Wynne  say  before 
Mr.  O Brien  said  to  him,  t£  Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for  me”  ? — He  said,  as  an 
officer  of  the  Board,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  take  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment; they  had  been  accused  of  insulting  the  country,  and  so  on.  I do  not 
exactly  recollect  all. 

3844.  Was  it  after  that  the  chairman  said,  l(  Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for 
me”r — It  was. 

3845-  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  he  did  not  say  if  the  country  gentle- 
men would  stay  at  home  and  attend  to  their  own  localities,  it  would  be  much 
better  than  their  coming  there  and  attempting  to  make  laws  ?— As  well  as  I can 
recollect,  he  said  that  if  they  would  assist  the  Government  to  work  out  the  means 
they  had,  they  would  do  much  better  than  finding  fault  with  them. 

3846.  You  have  said  the  chairman  had  lost  his  temper ; I ask  you,  as  you  were 
near  enough  to  observe,  in  your  judgment,  did  Captain  Wynne  lose  his  temper?— 
Decidedly  not. 

3847.  In  your  judgment,  what  was  his  behaviour  during  that  scene?— Most 
gentlemanlike  as  it  could  possibly  be,  as  on  every  other  instance  tliat  I have  had 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  him. 

3848.  Was 
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3848.  Was  Mr.  Gamble  there? — He  was. 

3849-  From  anything  you  heard  or  saw  of  Mr.  Gamble,  in  your  judgment 
what  was  his  behaviour  on  that  occasion  ?— Very  much  the  same,  perfectly  .gentle- 
manlike. 1 J 0 

3850.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  was  Mr.  Hill  there  ? — He  was. 

38.51.  I am  desired  t°  ask  you  was  the  discussion  principally  between  the 
carman  and  Mr.  Hill  ?— There  was  some  discussion,  I should  not  say  principally. 
•11  k v ’•  d 1 , ’ ,n  y°ur  judgment,  lose  his  temper,  or  show  in  anv  wav 

ill- behaviour  on  that  occasion?— I do  not  conceive  he  did. 

3853-  ^ou  have  said  that  others  took  part  in  the  proceedings  besides  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  bench  ? — Yes.  ® 0 

3S54-  In  what  condition  of  life,  or  who  were  the  others  that  you  allude  to?— 
1 hey  were  in  the  middling  class  of  life. 

aS.55.  Were  any  observations  of  the  chairman  addressed  to  the  body  of  the 
court  r I conceived  they  were  principally  addressed  to  the  body  of  the  court 

' election’ reSS1°a  eSCaped  me  at  ,he  time  was'  that  he  "as  speaking  for  an 

38,56.  To  whom  did  you  say  that,  or  did  you  say  it  to  be  heard  by  anybody  ? 
— lo  Archdeacon  \V  hi  tty,  who  was  standing  by  me. 

3.857-  When  any  observations  were  addressed  to  the  body  of  the  court  by  the 
chairman,  was  any  reply  made  to  them  from  the  body  of  the  court?— Yes  there 
were  expressions  saying,  “Yes;"  and,  in  short,  applause. 

3S58.  Ill  what  manner  was  applause  signified  ?— By  rather  a noisy  expression 
3859;  How  long  did  the  meeting  continue  a noisy  meeting  ? — I left  it  as  I tell 
you,  alter  it  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a half,  or  two  hours. 

I cJid*50  Dl<i  JUU  lea'e  the  ®“vernment  offices  there  when  you  went  away  ? 

3861.  I ask  you  generally,  was  there  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment officers  winch  appeared  to  you  to  be  out  of  temper  or  ill-belmved  1—  Most 
decidedly  not. 

3862.  Chairman.']  I think  you  have  expressed  an  opinion  that  Mr  O’Brien 
vas  so  much  excited  as  scarcely  to  know  what  lie  was  saying?— I really  conceived 
he  did  not  know  what  he  was  saying,  or  he  could  hardly  let  himself  go  so  far. 

3803.  w as  not  that  excitement  produced  by  the  irritation  of  the  discussion  on 
the  subject  they  "ere  met  to  decide  upon  '— I cannot  tell  that. 

3864.  as  he  equally  excited  when  lie  spoke  respecting  the  Government  and 
the  Government  measures  as  he  was  when  he  spoke  respecting  Captain  Wynne 
personally  t — 1 should  say  not,  decidedly.  a r j 

3865-  Not  when  he  said  the  Government  insulted  the  gentry  of  the  country  ? 

IN  o,  1 should  say  not ; it  seemed  gradually  to  grow  on  him  until  he  got  quite,"  I 
should  say,  out  of  temper. 

3S66.  Will  you  state  what,  in  your  opiniou,  was  the  origin  and  the  ground  of 
that  excitement,  from  what  you  saw  ? — 1 conceived  it  was  from  Captain  Wynne 
answering  in  opposition  to  his  plan  ; I know  of  no  other. 

3S07.  Did  he  not  make  very  strong  objections  to  the  views  of  Government,  as 
being  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the  working  classes? — Very  much  so. 

3868.  Did  he  not  also  make  strong  objections  to  them  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  against  the  wishes  of  the  country  gentry  ?— He  did. 

3869.  Did  they  receive  an  answe'r  from  the  Government  officers,  that  arew 
forth  that  answer  which  Mr.  O’Brien  called  “ a lecture"  ?— Yes. 

3870.  The  Government  officer,  I presume,  pressed  the  views  he  was  instructed 
to  carry  into  effect,  as  being  the  correct  views'? — Yes. 

3S71.  And,  from  little  to  more,  the  excitement  of  the  chairman  increased, 
until  lie  became  violent  t — Yes. 

3^72-  Did  the  chairman  at  that  meeting  make  strong  objections  to  the  way  in 
wh'ch  the  workmen  were  employed  on  taskwork,  without  being  sufficiently  pro- 
vided with  tools  r— Yes,  I think  he  did. 

, ?°U  remem!5er  whfther  he  also  made  great  objections,  on  the  part  of 

e workpeople,  to  the  insufficiency  of  measurement,  and  to  their  not  receiving 
their  pay  at  stated  periods? — I cannot  say  that  I recollect  it. 

-^.3  ”4*  j hen  Captain  Wynne  defended  the  Government  and  the  Board  of 
or  s,  did  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman,  correct  him,  by  saying  that  what  he 
not  recoH^  t <tVernment  ^ ^°ard  °*  ^or^s  was  Put  hypothetically  ? — I do 
EE4  3875.  Lord 


E.  W.  Burton , Esq. 
21  May  1847. 
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E.  W.Bvrlon,  Esq. 
21  .May  1847. 


3875.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  To  the  best  of  your  belief,  did  Mr.  O’Brien  put  the 

charge  against  the  Board  of  Works  hypothetically  or  positively  ?-I  looked  upon 
it  as  positive.  . . 

3876.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you,  or  any  other  magistrate,  make  any  objection  at 
the  time,  or  speak  against  those  measures  with  regard  to  tillage? — I did  not ; I 
said  nothing. 

3877.  Nor  Archdeacon  Whittyr — Archdeacon  \\  bitty  did  say  he  thought  it 
was  imprudent  to  raise  hopes  in  the  people’s  minds  that  were  likely  to  create  dis- 
appointment, and  he  feared  pressing  it  on  would  do  so.  He  asked  me  to  go 
forward  and  say  so,  but  I told  him  I thought  he  was  much  better  able  to  do  so. 

3878.  Sir  J.  Walsh^]  Were  there  any  other  of  the  magistrates  at  the  meeting 
who  appeared  likewise  under  the  influence  of  excitement  besides  the  chairman  ’ 
— I did  not  conceive  there  were. 

3879.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Was  there  not  great  dissatisfaction  amongst  the 
people,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  supplied  with  sufficient  tools? — I did 
not  hear  of  any. 

3880.  You  have  stated  that  the  people  were  not  supplied  with  sufficient  imple- 
ments for  doing  the  taskwork  ?— No  ; that  Mr.  O’Brien  complained  of  it. 

3881.  Are  you  aware  whether  that  complaint  is  just? — I cannot  say.  I have 
heard  out  of  doors  a good  deal  of  complaint  that  they  were  not  supplied  with 
tools. 

3882.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  those  complaints  were  well  founded?— 

I saw  no  case  where  they  were  not  supplied  with  tools  in  abundance. 

3883.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  In  your  own  neighbourhood  ? — In  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood I know  of  no  case  where  they  had  not  an  overabundance  of  tools. 

3884.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  there  any  Protestant  or  Catholic  clergymen  present 
at  that  meeting,  independent  of  Archdeacon  Whitty  ? — I believe  that  both  the 
Roman-catholic  clergyman  and  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  were  there,  at  least  fur 
a while.  I cannot  be  positive  how  long. 

3885.  Did  they  take  no  part  in  this  question  with  regard  to  presenting  for 
tillage? — I really  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  that,  for  there  were  so  many 
speaking,  and  speaking  together,  it  was  often  very  hard  to  know  what  was  going 
forwards. 

3886.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  there  any  angry  discussion  between  the  Roman- 
catholic  priest  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  upon  that  occasion  in  respect  of  the 
tillage  ? — There  was  some  discussion  certainly  between  them,  but  what  it  was  I 
do  not  recollect. 

3887.  Chairman.]  Was  it  an  angry  discussion? — I should  say  not. 

38S8.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  the  officers  ever  express  themselves  angrily, 
as  far  as  you  heard  1 — At  that  meeting  I did  not  hear  them. 

3889.  Mr.  S.  Cranford.]  At  the  ordinary  presentment  sessions  is  it  the  prac- 
tice to  permit  persons  not  authorized  by  law  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  ? — Yes, 
there  is  no  objection ; it  is  rather  courted  than  objected  to. 

3890.  Do  you  consider  that  this  meeting  was  as  orderly  as  is  usual  at  other 
presentment  sessions ; was  the  business  conducted  with  the  same  order  as  it  is  at 
the  regular  presentment  sessions  r — I think  it  was  conducted  in  much  the  same 
way ; they  are  generally  very  disorderly. 

3891.  Chairman.]  Were  you  a member  of  any  relief  committee? — I was  a 
member  of  the  Corofin  Relief  Committee. 

3892.  How  long  have  you  been  a member  of  the  Corofin  Relief  Committee?— 
I cannot  say  how  long;  I believe  since  it  was  formed  ; but  I was  not  at  home  till 
some  time  in  November;  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  the  beginning  of 
November. 

3893.  How  many  meetings  did  you  attend  after  that  period  ? — I cannot  say 
bow  many  meetings  I attended,  but  since  April  I have  attended  almost  every 
meeting, 

3894.  But  before  that  timer — Our  meeting  was  generally  once  a fortnight,  and 
I have  been  for  some  time  of  every  day  at  the  meeting. 

3895.  How  oiten  in  the  week  did  you  meet? — We  only  met  once  a fortnight; 
every  Tuesday. 

3896.  Did  you  generally  attend? — I generally  attended  for  some  portion  of  the 
day. 

3897.  Do  you  know  the  practice  of  any  other  committee  except  that  of  Corofin  r 
I have  not  been  to  any  of  them. 

3898.  Were 
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389S.  Were  many  persons  put  upon  the  relief  lists  who  ought  not  to  have  been  E.  If'.  Burton,  Em. 
put  on  ? — I believe  there  were  many.  

3S99.  Do  you  speak  of  the  Corofin  committee  alone  r — Of  the  Corofin  com-  21  May  1P47. 
niittee  alone. 

3900.  Did  you  oppose  such  persons  being  put  on  at  any  time  ? — I did  not, 
except  on  one  or  two  occasions;  I was  not '"aware  of  it ; I was  for  some  time 
before  I really  knew  how  they  were  put  on. 

3901-  I thought  you  were  a member  of  the  committee  ? — I was  a member  of 
the  committee. 

3902.  Who  put  them  on?  The  habit,  I found  out  afterwards  when  I did 
oppose  them,  or  at  least  when  I asked  them  to  be  more  careful,  was,  that  whoever 
came  in  took  a sheet  and  wrote  down  the  names,  and  sent  it  to  the  chairman  to 
have  it  signed,  and  sent  it  in  without  further  discussion. 

39°3-  ^re  we  to  understand  you  to  state,  that  the  committee  took  very  little 
share  in  the  business,  further  than  the  chairman  signing  a list  that  came  before 
him,  and  which  contained  the  names  of  any  person  who  chose  to  come  and  write 
down  his  name  as  an  applicant  r—  I think  I may  say  so. 

3904.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Who  was  your  chairman  ?— Mr.  0*Lo»hlan. 

390 5.  Chairman.]  But  how  many  attended  the  relief  meeting  when  such  a 
course  of  proceeding  was  carried  on  Our  committee  amounted  to  about  20 
people,  and  a very  motley  group  they  were,  all  speeches,  and  they  were  all  talk- 
ing, and  the  consequence  was  the  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  give  up  attending  it. 

390(3.  About  what  number  attended  the  meeting  generally  when  you  were  pre- 
sent? I should  say  from  15  to  20  ; the  greater  number  of  those  who  were  magis- 
trates attended.  0 

3907.  As  a matter  of  practice,  when  the  paper  containing  names  was  brought 
to  the  chairman,  did  he  make  any  inquiries,  or  only  sign  it  ? — I never  saw  him 
make  any  inquiries  into  it. 

3yoS.  Did  any  of  the  committee  make  inquiries? — I only  saiv  it  on  two 
occasions. 

39°9-  How  long  had  you  been  on  the  committee  before  you  found  out  and 
objected  to  this  practice?— I never  objected  to  it  till  I saw'  people  on  the  road 
that  had  no  right  to  be  there,  and  I told  them  I thought  they  ou»lit  to  leave  the 
work,  and  if  they  did  not  I should  speak  about  it.  ° 

3910.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Why  did  you  tell  them  that?— Because  I knew 
they  were  men  of  independent  property. 

3911.  Many  ?— Those  amounted  to  about  four  or  five,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

3912.  Chairman.']  How  long  was  that  after  you  first  attended  the  meeting? 

— I should  say  about  the  fourth  or  fifth  meeting  I was  at.  0 . 

3913*  That  would  be  about  two  months  ? — Yes. 

3914.  Did  the  chairman  appear  to  take  any  more  responsibility  on  himself 
than  any  other  gentleman  on  the  relief  committee  ? — He  did  not. 

3915-  Do  you  conceive  it  was  the  duty  of  the  chairman  to  take  more  care  . 

I think  it  was. 

3916.  And  do  you  think  it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  of  the  committee  to 
exert  more  control  than  they  appear  to  have  done  ? — I think  it  was. 

39 1 7.  Do  you  consider  the  chairman’s  duty  was  a more  stringent  oner— r- 

I think  the  chairman  had  no  right  to  let  those  sheets  pass  without  examining 
them.  0 

3918.  Had  any  other  member  of  the  committee  a right  to  let  them  pass  without 
examining  them: — I conceive  not,  but  I was  not  aware  of  it  at  the  time. 

3919.  Might  any  other  members  of  the  committee  be  in  the  same  degree  of 
ignorance,  and  therefore  take  no  notice  of  the  proceedings? — They  might  be  in  the 
same  state  of  ignorance.  My  feeling  was,  that  none  of  the  committees  ought  to 
have  put  on  a man  that  was  in  such  circumstances  as  to  enable  him  to  do  without 
work,  and  I dul  not  do  it. 

Yes°*  ^ understood  you  to  say  that  men  came  in  and  wrote  their  names? 

3921,  Did  the  members  of  the  committee  themselves  put  any  names  down  ?-  • 

1 saw  several  parties  writing  down  those  lists  and  handing  them  to  the  chainnau 

them  o?nCd*  lt  rCally  StrUCk  me  tUat  they  W6re  for  the  PurPose  o(  Pitting 

3922:.  L°rd  J-  Manners.]  Did  you  say  that  people  not  members  of  the  committee 
I t m lists,  or  that  members  of  the  committee  put  in  lists,  which  you  passed 

°-1P5’  Ff  without 
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E.  W.  Bvrion,  Esq.  without  examination  ? — I believe  there  were  many  put  in  lists  who  were  not  mem- 
bers  of  the  committee. 

21  May  1S47.  3923.  Mr.  W Williams.']  How  was  the  chairman  appointed  at  those  meetings? 

— I do  not  know. 

3924.  Was  he  appointed  a permanent  chairman  ? — He  was. 

3925.  Not  elected  at  each  meeting? — No,  no;  a permanent  chairman. 

3926.  Did  you  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  chairman  more  than  yourself  to 
examine  into  the  character  of  persons  placed  on  the  lists  ? — I did  conceive  it 
was  the  chairman’s  particular  duty  to  examine  into  the  lists,  or  have  them 
examined  into. 

3927.  Was  it  not  your  duty,  as  a member  of  the  relief  committee,  as  well  as 
the  chairman,  to  have  it  examined  into  ? — I did  not  conceive  it  was. 

392S.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Did  Captain  Wynne  attend  those  meetings  generally?— 
* He  attended  many  of  them.  He  could  not  attend  them  all.  The  number  of 
committees  that  were  held  on  the  same  day  in  different  parts  of  the  country  he 
could  not  attend. 

3929.  Did  all  the  gentry  and  magistrates  attend  constantly,  as  far  as  you  know  ? 
— Not  regularly. 

3930.  Did  any  Protestant  or  Roman-catholic  clergymen  attend  generally? — 
I think  they  attended  generally  up  to  a late  period ; they  have  latterly  declined 
altogether. 

3931.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  there  were  not  several 
Roman-catholic  clergymen,  members  of  the  relief  committee,  who  attended  that 
meeting  at  Corofin  ? — Yes,  there  were. 

3932.  How  many  ? — I cannot  say  the  number. 

3933.  Were  there  four? — There  were  more. 

3934-  Were  there  three  Protestant  clergymen,  members  of  the.  relief  com- 
mittee, at  Corofin  ? — Two  only,  I think,  as  well  as  I recollect. 

3935-  Were  there  six  magistrates? — There  are  only  five  magistrates  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

3936.  On  the  relief  committee? — Yes. 

3937-  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Had  you  poor  people  from  your  own  property  or 

neighbourhood  on  the  relief  lists?— There  were. 

3938.  By  whom  were  they  put  on? — I think  that  those  that  were  put  on  of  my 
people,  were  put  on  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Lucas ; J was  not  there  when  they 
were  put  on. 

3939'  Chairman.]  Who  were  the  parties  who  put  on  those  you  call  your 
people;  had  you  any  communication  with  them? — Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Lucas. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  the  magistrate  next  me ; and  Mr.  Lucas,  the  clergyman,  resided 
at  a distant  part  of  it. 

3940.  Had  you  any  communication  about  your  people  who  were  put  on  ? — None. 

3941.  Did  they  make  any  inquiiies  into  their  circumstances? — They  knew  them 
as  well  as  I did. 

3942-  Were  any  or  those  persons  whom  Mr.  Lucas  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  put  on, 
improper  persons  to  put  on  ? — I do  not  think  they  were. 

3943*  You  mentioned  four  or  five  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  unfit  to  be 
on  the  works;  do  you  believe  there  were  many  more? — I should  think  a great 
many  more. 

3944.  Without  speaking  of  positive  information,  have  you  any  doubt  there 
were  a great  number  ? — I have  no  doubt  there  were  many. 

3945-  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  investigate  the 
circumstances  of  persons  on  the  lists  furnished  by  the  relief  committees  ? — -I  take 
it  for  granted  they  did. 

3946.  Did  they  strike  off  any  material  number?— They  did. 

3947*  Do  you  believe  that  the  objections  to  those  persons,  which  led  them  so 
to  strike  them  off,  were  well  founded  ? — I do. 

3948.  W as  any  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  the  relief  committee  as  to  the  persons 
so  struck  off  by  the  officers  of  theBoard  ofWorks?— Ido  not  recollect  that  there  was. 

3949.  Chairman.]  Could  you  give  the  date  of  the  time  you  first  made  the 
objection  you  have  alluded  to,  of  the  manner  of  signing  the  lists  ? — It  was  some 
time  between  December  and  January. 

3950.  Was  it  the  end  of  December?— I should  say  after  Christmas,  and  in 
January. 

3951.  Was  the  chairman  a brother  of  Sir  Michael  O’Lo^hlan  ?— He  is. 

3952.  Is 
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3952.  Is  be  a resident  gentleman  iu  the  county  ? — Yes  ; our  committee  at  this 
time  belonged  to  the  barony;  it  was  not  an  electoral  division,  as  it  is  at  present; 
it  comprised  several  electoral  divisions,  and  in  fact  the  barony  of  Inchiquin. 

3953 • Was  the  chairman  a gentleman  of  intelligence,  good  habits,  and  busi- 
ness f — I should  say  he  was. 

3954.  And  was  he  a magistrate? — He  was  a magistrate,  and  he  made  the  sixth 
magistral;  I did  not  recollect  before. 

3955-  Has  he  been  high-sheriff  of  the  county  ?— He  has. 

2956-  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  was  the  largest  number  you  recollect  being  present 
of  the  clergymen  ? — There  were  more  magistrates,  because  there  were  some  that 
came  in  from  more  remote  places ; for  instance,  there  was  a second  place  near 
where  Mr.  II.  O’Loghlan  lived. 

3957-  What  was  the  largest  number? — I think  the  largest  number  I ever  saw 
was  about  six. 

3955.  Chairman .]  Can  you  state  an)7  expressions  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the 
meeting  which  you  considered  violent  and  exciting  beyond  those  you  have  men- 
tioned?— I really  cannot  pin  myself  to  any  exact  sentences. 

3959.  You  state  you  went  away  ? — I went  away. 

3960.  But  I take  it  for  granted  you  made  no  note  at  the  time  of  what  had 
taken  place? — No. 

3961.  Are  you  a freeholder  of  the  county  of  Clare? — I am. 

3962.  In  point  of  fact,  your  political  feelings  are  opposed  to  the  present  Mem- 
bers for  Clare,  and  your  vote  was  against  them  ? — I did  not  vote  against  either  of 
them.  I have  not  voted  at  any  election  since  I returned  to  the  country. 

3963.  At  the  meeting  at  Corofin  was  there  any  discussion  amongst  the  mao-is- 
trates  relating  to  the  impropriety  and  danger  of  arraigning  the  conduct  of  the 
public  officers  in  the  presence  of  the  people? — Not  at  the  meeting. 

3964.  Was  that  after  the  meeting? — In  private,  two  or  three  of  us,  as  magis- 
trates, found  it  necessary  to  speak  to  each  other,  and  to  caution  each  other  against 
using  any  language  that  might  throw  blame  upon  the  public  officers,  as  the  ten- 
dency was  so  great  among  the  people  to  do  so. 

3965.  Do  you  consider  it  dangerous  to  take  objections  to  the  officer  among  the 
people? — Yes. 

3966.  Even  if  the  Government  officers  were  wrong  ? — Yes ; even  if  we  thought 
them  wrong. 

3967.  Do  you  think  that  the  personal  safety  of  Captain  Wynne  was  endangered 
during  the  time  he  executed  the  duties  of  inspecting  officer  in  your  neighbour- 
hood ? — I really  do;  I was  at  one  time  very  uneasy  ; he  had  to  pass  my  house 
on  his  way  to  some  of  the  meetings,  and  I asked  him  to  come  and  stop  with  me; 

I knew  he  was  stopping  the  night  before  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dromore,  where 
he  had  stopped  the  work,  and  I was  uneasy  to  know  what  course  he  had  taken. 

3968.  Was  that  from  the  violence  of  the  people? — Yes. 

3969.  Was  there  anything  in  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  or  his  manner  to 
justify  violence  on  the  part  of  the  people  ?— Nothing  more  than  his  stopping  the 
works  where  violence  had  been  committed. 

3970.  Do  you  consider  that  was  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ? — I do  ; and  if 
it  had  not  been  done  we  should  have  been  in  a wretched  state. 

3971.  Mr.  W.  Williams  ] Do  you  consider  he  was  in  danger  at  Corofin  ? — No. 

3972.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  people  towards  him  at  Corofin  ?— It  was 
peaceable. 

3973*  They  did  not  offer  to  insult  or  molest  him  ? — Not  there. 

3974;  Mr.  Solicitor-General. j Are  you  aware  of  any  other  place  where  he  was 
offered  insult  or  molestation  ? — -1  was  not  present  at  any  other  place. 

3975*  Chairman .]  Has  Major  Macnamara  anything  to  do  with  Corofin,  either 
in  property  or  in  attendance  as  a magistrate  ? — No. 

3976.  Mr.  O’Brien  has  property,  i presume,  from  being  at  the  meeting? — Yes. 

Mr.  James  Knox  Walker , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

3977-  Chairman .]  ARE  you  a Reporter  on  the  “ Clare  Journal  ”? — I am. 

3978.  Did  you  attend  any  of  the  meetings  in  Ireland  in  November  and 
December  and  January  last? — I did. 

3979.  In  West  Clare  ? — I did. 

3980.  Did  you  attend  for  the  purpose  of  making  a report? — I did. 

°-'os'  * * 2 3981.  Are 


E.  W.  Burton,  Esq. 
21  Way  1847. 


Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 
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Mr.  J.  K.  H’atter.  3981.  Are  you  a short-hand  writer? — I write  it,  but  I did  not  take  any  notes 

in  it  at  that  time  ; I did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take  a full-length  note,  because 

21  Way  1847.  I merely  gave  the  substance  of  what  occurred  ; we  could  not  give  a full  report  of 
all  that  occurred,  but  the  substance  as  exactly  as  possible. 

3982.  Have  you  been  long  accustomed  to  make  reports  of  what  has  passed  at 
public  meetings? — On  this  paper  for  about  14  months. 

3983.  Any  other? — In  Dublin. 

3984.  How  long? — Three  or  four  months. 

3985.  Will  you  put  in  any  journal  containing  reports  which  you  yourself  took 
of  any  of  the  meetings,  and  state  what  meetings  ?— The  first  in  the  list,  I think,  is 
a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  at  Corofin,  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

3986.  You  did  take  notes  at  the  time,  did  you  ? — I did. 

3987.  When  did  you  transcribe  those  notes? — In  the  evening  of  the  day. 

3988.  Did  you  do  it  in  your  usual  way? — Yes. 

3989.  Have  you  the  notes  here? — No,  I did  not  preserve  the  notes;  I should 
have  preserved  them  had  1 known  there  would  have  been  any  necessity  for  them 
afterwards ; but  I did  not  keep  them. 

3990.  Do  you  transcribe  them  into  writing  before  you  send  them  to  the  press  ? 
— I do. 

3991.  What  became  of  the  manuscript  that  you  sent  to  the  press? — It  is  gene- 
rally destroyed  after  it  is  useless. 

3992.  Did  you  attend  the  meeting  of  the  26th  of  November  ? — I did. 

3993.  When  did  you  transcribe  the  notes  of  that  meeting? — In  the  evening. 

3994.  Have  you  a report  of  a meeting  of  the  30th  of  November? — Yes. 

3995.  Did  you  attend  that? — I did. 

3996.  Where  ? — At  Corofin. 

3997.  Was  it  a presentment  sessions  ? — It  was  a presentment  sessions. 

3998.  Did  you  take  notes  of  what  occurred  at  the  meeting?—  I did. 

3999.  When  did  you  transcribe  them  ? — The  same  evening. 

4000.  Had  you  any  communication  with  Captain  Wynne  after  the  meeting? — 
None,  nor  before  ; I had  never  spoken  to  Captain  Wynne  at  the  time,  nor  till 
after  the  meeting  was  published. 

4001.  What  did  you  do  with  the  notes  after  you  had  transcribed  them? — I 
destroyed  them. 

4002.  Immediately  afterwards ; what  did  you  do  with  the  transcript  ? — I gave 
it  into  the  office  to  be  set  up. 

4003.  Before  you  gave  the  manuscript  to  the  printing-office,  did  you  show  it  to 
Captain  Wynne  ? — Certainly  not. 

4004.  Did  you  speak  to  him  upon  the  subject  at  all  ? — Certainly  not. 

4005.  When  did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  after,  if  ever  ? — I cannot  say ; I had 
no  intercourse  with  Captain  Wynne,  more  than  if  I saw  him  at  a public  meeting, 
saluting  him  ; and  that  was  only  after  I had  seen  him  at  several  meetings. 

400(3.  Did  you  speak  to  Captain  Wynne  after  you  attended  the  meeting,  and 
how  soon  after  ?—  1 really  could  not  say ; I do  not  think  probably  for  a week 
after. 

4007.  Can  you  state  you  did  not  speak  to  him  before  your  notes  appeared  in 
print  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” ?— Certaiuly,  I can  state  that. 

4008.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  you  give  it  with  your  own  hand  to  the  com- 
positor?— I did. 

4009.  What  interval  elapsed  between  your  giving  it  to  the  compositor  and 
setting  it  in  type  ? — The  next  day  the  types  were  set ; I think  the  paper  was  pub- 
lished on  the  3d  of  December. 

4010.  There  was  an  interval  of  four  days? — There  was;  on  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber I had  written  it  out;  either  the  1st  or  2d  of  December  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  compositor. 

401-1.  Do  you  know  where  Captain  Wynne  was  at  the  time? — I could  not  say 
whether  Captain  Wynne  was  in  Ennis  at  the  time,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country. 

4012.  Was  it  possible,  between  your  giving  it  to  the  printer  and  setting  it  in 
type,  for  it  to  have  got  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Wynne  ? — Quite  impossible ; 
it  could  not  without  my  knowledge  have  got  into  Captain  Wynne’s  hands  ; I am 
quite  certain  it  did  not ; the  papers  are  not  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  office. 

4013.  Sir  J.  Manners.']  Was  it  possible  that  Captain  Wynne  might  have  seen 
the  papers  in  the  office  ?— He  could  not,  for  he  was  not  in  the  office. 

4014.  You 
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4014.  > ou  are  certain  he  was  not  in  the  office  from  the  30th  of  November  to  Mr.  j.  K.  Walker. 

the  31I  of  December.- — He  was  nor  ; I attended  at  the  office  myself.  — 

4015.  Mr.  TK  Williams.]  Was  there  any  alteration  made  in  the  report? — None  21  May  1847. 
but  what  I corrected  myself;  there  vveie  merely  typographical  errors;  there  was 

no  interference  with  the  report  I made. 

4016.  Did  you  correct  the  press  yourself? — I did;  Mr.  Knox  read  it  over 
himself,  and  corrected  merely  the  typographical  errors  ; there  were  no  alterations 
made. 

4017.  Chairman .]  Is  it  a correct  report  of  what  took  place  ? — It  is  as  correct 
as  I could  possibly  make  it ; it  is  not  a full  report. 

4018.  Have  you  put  down  anything  which  did  not  take  plane  ? — Certainly  not: 

I have  endeavoured  to  guard  against  that  as  much  as  I possibly  could. 

4019.  Will  you  put  in  the  report  of  the  26th  of  November? — I will. 

[The  following  Report  was  put  in,  and  read:] 


At  a meeting  of  the  Corofin  Relief  Committee,  which  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  Colonel 
Synge,  who  is  himself  a member  of  the  committee,  brought  forward  a number  of  cases 
where  poor  people  had  been  passed  by  who  had  no  food,  nor  the  means  of  procuring  it,  while 
others,  who  had  at  least  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature  for  some  time,  were 
placed  on  the  works.  It  is  not  surprising  that  we  hear  of  deaths  from  starvation  while  such 
a state  of  things  is  permitted.  One  poor  man,  named  John  Devitt,  in  the  parish  of  Inao-b, 
who  has  nine  in  family,  five  of  whom  are  able  to  work,  and  who  possesses  no  land,  no  stock, 
no  provisions,  was  left  unemployed  ; and  another,  named  James  Guthrie,  of  Annagb,  who  has 
ten  in  family,  three  of  whom  are  able  to  work,  and  who,  also,  has  neither  land,  or  stock,  or 
provisions,  was  likwise  passed  over;  and  a long  list  of  others,  equally  destitute  of  all  means  of 
subsistence,  which  Colonel  Synge  produced,  but  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  specify  particu- 
larly. He  (Col.  Synge)  wished  to  know  why  those  individuals  had  been  passed  bv,  while 
°r  in0t  m SUCh  wretc,ied  want,  were  employed.  He  did  not  stand  there  to  accuse  the  Board 
of  Works,  or  to  accuse  the  relief  committee,  or  any  individual  member  of  it,  but  when  those 
starving  people  came  and  represented  their  case  to  him,  and  when  he  heard  Devitt  assert 
that  lie  had  applied  for  « ork  and  was  refused ; that  while  he  and  his  family  were  left  without 
work  or  food,  one  of  the  family  of  his  next  door  neighbour,  a man  of  the  name  of  Neylan,  and 
who  was  known  to  possess  money,  and  even  lend  it  out  on  interest,  was  employed  on  the 
works ; and  when  he  earnestly  appealed  to  him,  exclaiming,  “ Good  God,  sir,  is  this 
justice  ? lie  felt  constrained  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  committee,  as  it  was  evident 
that  the  lists  comprising  the  names  of  the  destitute  poor  had  been  improperly  furnished,  and 
it  was  therefore  necessary  that  some  change  should  be  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  here  offered  some  explanation.  He  stated  that  it  was  he  who 
furnished  the  lists  of  that  parish ; but  as  he  could  not  go  through  every  townland  in  his 
parish  personally  to  select  all  the  needy  families,  he  had  appointed  persons  for  that  purpose 
whom  he  thought  trustworthy.  He  could  not  account  for  Devitt’s  name  not  having  been 
returned  in  the  list ; but  with  regard  to  Leahy,  the  individual  out  of  Neylan’s  family  who  had 
obtained  employment,  he  was  a relative  of  Neylan’s,  and  was  entirely  dependent  on  him  for 
support,  and  was,  he  considered,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  case,  entitled  to 
employment. 

Captain  Wynne  (Inspecting  Officer)  here  stated  that  Leahy’s  name  should  be  cancelled 
and  Devitt  s put  in  its  place. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  said  he  would  insist  on  Leahy’s  name  remaining  on  the  list. 

Captain  Wynne  objected  to  the  use  of  such  language  by  any  member  of  the  committee; 
and  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  circumstance  of  Mr  Quin  inking  upon  himself  to  appoint 
persons  to  furnish  the  lists,  rendered  him  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of  the  returns. 

Some  members  thought  that  both  names  might  remain  on  the  books. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  whether  the  committee  should  retain  or  expunge  the 
name,  he  should  feel  bound  to  use  the  official  authority  with  which  he  was  invested,  in 
erasing  the  name  in  question  from  the  books  of  the  committee.  He  must  make  room  for 
hose  in  absolute  want.  He  (Captain  W.)  had  come  there  to-day  fully  determined  to  take 
up  the  subject  to  which  Colonel  Synge  had  referred.  He  had  been  furnished  with  the 
names  of  about  100  persons  who  had  been  struck  off  the  list,  while  persons  in  more  com- 
fortable circumstances  had  been  kept  on.  He  urged  upon  the  committee  the  necessity  of 
ooking  well  to  this  matter.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  Government  that  any  should' fatten 
lP°i,  i,iPUb 'Ci,WOrks'  0r  t!*at  those  vvho  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  should  be  kept 
siniP'y  to  keep  the  PeoPle  from  starvation.  He  implored  of  the 

An  indi>’d>r  ^°d  S S.f  \!j’  *?0t  .tcL.Bu^er  any  °f  the  poor  people  to  perish  around  them. 


»„  • -j  , , V mcw pie  uo  uensu  arouna  mem. 

lutelv  !Sf;  dUal  njmed  .MlchaeI  Daly  here  represented  the  case  of  a poor  lad  who  was  abso- 
# • yet  ”S  name  was  not  returned  to  the  committee. 
j:  j r'  Sfulli  stated  that  he  did  not  return  his  name,  as  he  was  a strolling  person,  and 


s name  was  not  returned  to  the  committee. 

...  — - -ea  that  he  did  not  return  b 

did  not  consider  him  as  belonging  to  his  parish. 

was  a.£.  h.e  liad  met  with  that  ^‘dividual  himself,  and  he  believed  he 

aword  bi,e»  i0f^atlt^a5,,had  come  t0  his  k”°wMge.  He  could  not  speak 

creature  was  fn  dtp  tH  ^aPta.ln  Wynne)  learned  through  his  interpreter,  that  the  poor 

^"ro^L^E,  “B'r  ofdyu,g  from  starvat,0°-  The  “sa"as  Le. 

FFC  Mr 
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Mr  Shannon,  another  member  of  the  committee,  brought  a charge  against  a steward  on 
the  works,  of  the  name  of  Morony,  for  refusing  to  employ  six  or  seven  men  who  had  been 
returned  to  him  on  the  list..  . . , , , 

Morony  denied  that  the  names  were  upon  the  list  he  received,  and  the  charge  could  not  be 
clearly  substantiated,  but  strong  suspicion  rested  upon  him,  and  he  was  severely  reprimanded 
bv  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  the  head  engineer.  . 

Some  confusion  appeared  to  have  arisen  from  the  books  winch  contained  a list  of  all  the 
destitute  being  put  into  the  hands  of  the  stewards,  witli  a mark  opposite  the  name  of  those 
who  had  been  ‘selected  for  work.  By  this  mode  of  furnishing  the  lists,  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  stewards  to  alter  them,  by  erasing  the  mark  put  to  one  name,  and  placing  it  to  any 
other  he  pleased.  This  was  the  more  to  be  guarded  against,  as  a report  was  current  that 
some  of  the  stewards  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  bribes,  and  drinking  whiskey  at  the 
expense  of  the  less  needy  applicants  for  worl , who  hoped  by  this  means  to  gam  their 
favour.  , . , , , 

Mr.  Gamble  observed,  that  if  a charge  of  the  kind  could  be  substantiated  against  any 
steward  employed  he  should  be  immediately  discharged.  He  recommended,  however,  that 
the  books  should  not  in  future  be  given  to  them,  but  merely  lists  of  the  men  whom  they  were 
to  employ.  The  rule  on  which  the  Board  of  Works  acted  was  to  allow  1 4 for  every  desti- 
tute family  selected,  i.  e.  supposing  there  were  40  destitute,  families  in  a locality,  50  indivi- 
duals should  be  employed  out  of  hose  families. 

Colonel  Synge  said  that  he  had  a charge  to  prefer  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  which ‘he  would  now  bring  forward.  He  had  laid  out  employment  for  labourers  in 
four  townlands,  where  his  property  was  situated,  at  the  same  rate  of  wages  given  by  the 
Board;  but  he  found  that  the  men  were  still  kept  on  the  public  works,  although  lie  had 
given  orders  to  have  them  dismissed. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  should  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  have  the  men  discharged. 

Captain  Wynne  now  rose  lo  bring  forward  a serious  charge  against  two  or  three  members 
of  the  committee,  who  had  taken  upon  themselves,  in  a private  house,  to  alter  the  names  in 
the  list  of  men  which  had  come  from  a meeting  of  the  committee,  signed  by  their  chairman. 
There  were  3ix  or  seven  of  the  men  who  were  by  that  means  kept  out  of  work,  whom  he 
had  requested  to  be  present  to  prove  the  charge.  It  was  a most  audacious  act  on  the  part 
of  individual  members  of  the  committee,  and  if  it  could  be  clearly  proved,  he  would  deem  it 
his  duty  forthwith  to  represent  the  matter  to  Government,  and  he  should  also  feel  compelled 
to  write  to  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  the  Lord-lieutenant  of  the  county,  to  have  the  names  of  the 
members  struck  off  the  committee. 

In  consequence  of  some  of  the  parties  not  attending,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  could 
not  be  clearly  investigated  ; but  from  what  could  be  collected  of  the  affair,  it  appeared  that 
a station  was  held  by  the  priest  at  the  house  of  a member  of  the  committee  ; that  one  or  two 
other  members  of  the  committee  were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  a great  crowd  of  the  people. ; 
that  the  members  of  the  committee  took  the  book  containing  the  names  of  the  men  from  the 
steward,  and  added  about  50  names  to  those  already  selected;  the  steward,  however,  refused 
to  employ  more  than  the  number  he  had  been  ordered,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  obliged  to  sirike  out  the  50  names  again  ; but  whether  it  was  the  50  they  added 
themselves,  or  50  of  those  who  had  been  selected  by  the  committee  could  not  be  clearly 
ascertained. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  saiisfied,  and  would  press  for  a further 
investigation  into  the  affair.  If  such  conduct  were  permitted,  they  would  soon  have  the 
whole  country  in  an  uproar. 

Rev.  iVI  r.  W alsh,  p.  p.,  suggested  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  confusion,  and  ensure 
the  employment  of  the  irost  destitute,  the  committee  should  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  the 
pay-sheets  from  the  check-clerks  on  the  different  works;  the  committee  would  then  know 
exactly  what  persons  were  employed;  and,  as  they  were  limited  to  a certain  number,  when 
cases  of  great  distress  came  before  them,  they  could  easily  ascertain  what  persons  on  the 
works  were  in  less  distressed  circumstances,  and  fill  up  their  places  with  those  in  greater 
want. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  the  committee  could  be  furnished  with  such  lists. 

Mr.  Walsh  then  brought  forward  a motion  to  the  effect,  that  any  of  the  labourers 
employed  on  the  public  works  who  were  known  to  keep  shebeen  houses  for  selling  spirits, 
or  any  of  them  who  were  seen  drinking  in  a public-house,  should  be  immediately  dis- 
charged ; and  that  the  police  should  be  desired  to  communicate  any  cases  of  the  kind  that 
might  come  under  their  observation  to  some  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gamble  heartily  concured  in  this  resolution,  and  promised  to  direct  the  engineers  to 
make  it  known  to  the  men  employed. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  meeting  separated. 


4020.  Will  you  put  in  a report  also  of  the  30th  of  November  ? — Yes. 


[The  following  Report  was  put  in,  and  read: ] 

Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Inchiquin. 

A second  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  co  nvened  by  proclamation  for  the  above 
barony,  was  held  on  Monday  last,  in  Corofin. — Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.  p.  in  the  Chair. 

The  magistrates  present  were,  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Hugh  O’Loghlan,  Thomas  Blood, 
W.  A.  Brew,  Hewitt  Bridgeman,  m.p.,  J.  Enright,  and  E.  W.  Burton,  esqrs. 

The  associated  cess-payers,  Messrs.  George  Davis,  Patrick  Shannon,  Michael  Ryan, 
Ralph  Cullinan,  Janies  Shannon,  and  Michael  Organ. 
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i I land  should  be  finished,  but  let  no  more  useless 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS. 

Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  Captains  Wynne  and  Hutchinson,  Government  inspecting  a( 
office! s,  and  Mr.  Hill,  county  surveyor,  were  also  in  attendance,  1 r‘ 

The  Chairman  commenced  the  business  by  inquiring  whether  they  should  proceed  accord- 
ing to  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  or  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter.  21 

Several  gentlemen  stated  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions eoutamed  in  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  in  which  view  the  chairman  expressed  his  full 
concurrence. 

Mr.  Brewobservi 
these  instructions. 

Mr.  HiH  said  it  was  requisite  that  the  reproductive  works  for  which  presentments 
might  be  made  should  be  clearly  specified;  and  that  no  works  should  be  passed  but  such  as 
would  confer  permanent  improvement  on  the  soil. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  had  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  before  him,  and  he  would  not 
leceive  an  interpretation  of  it  from  any  person.  That  letter  stated  that  presentments  could 
be  made  for  useful  and  profitable  works.  Now  he  (the  chairman)  considered  that  tilling  the 
laud  and  preparing  it  for  seed  was  a useful  work,  and  a permanent  improvement  of  the 
soil ; and  he  would  propose  that  presentments  should  be  made  for  that  purpose.  Surelv  the 
Government  could  not  refuse  to  have  the  money  expended  on  useful  works.  No  Govern- 
ment  that  ever  existed  would  venture  to  affirm  that  this  country  should  be  left  in  the  state  in 
winch  it  is  at  present.  Were  they  to  be  left  as  beggars?  The  Government  were  insulting 
)andC0Untry’  He  "'°Uld  SUggeSt  that  PreSieiltments  should  be  made  for  the  tillage  of  the 

Mr.  Hill  remarked,  that  out  of  64,000 1,  which  had  been  passed  at  a former  sessions, 
works  to  the  amount  of  14,000/.  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  and  that  it  would 
require  6,576/.  to  finish  the  works  now  on  hands;  and  there  were  works  to  the  amount  of 
only  1,700/.  remaining  of  those  which  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  which  had  not 
yet  been  commenced. 

Mr.  Davis.  The  works  at  present  < 
works  be  commenced. 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Whitty  considered  that  the  sum  they  should  vote  now  should  be 
totally  irrespective  of  any  former  grant  made.  It  must  be  left  to  the  Board  of  Works  to 
me  a wholesome  discretion  as  to  \vhetlier  they  shall  proceed  with  the  remaining  works  which 
have  been  presented  for,  or  adopt  others  of  a more  useful  kind,  should  this  meetincr  present 
for  such.  But  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that  the  Board  would  not  sanction  an  outlay  on 
any  productive  work  when  it  would  not  be  apparent  that  a permanent  improvement  of  the 
soil  fully  equivalent  to  the  yearly  charge  would  be  produced. 

The  Chairman  said  he  thought  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  quite  right  in  sayin°-  that  the 
sums  voted  now  must  be  altogether  irrespective  of  former  presentments.  But  he  was 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  tilling  the  land  should  be  classed  under  the  head  of  useful  works. 
m W tS  SU'ely  bette‘  tha“  cuttiu=  down  hills-  would  uot  aspect  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or 
M r.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common  understanding  if  such  was  not  their  meaning.  Sup- 
posing that  any  person  should  propose  that  1,000/.  could  be  expended  on  the  electoral 
division  of  Inagli,  he  thought  that  would  be  sufficiently'  explicit,  according  to  this  letter 
from  Mr.  Labouchere. 

Mr.  Blood.  Go  on  to  read  the  fourth  clause  of  the  letter. 

Chairman.  I don’t  want  to  get  myself  into  a bog  (laughter). 

Mr.  Gamble  said  the  letter  stated  that  the  works  should  not  only  be  of  a reproductive 
character,  but  also  such  as  would  be  of  permanent  utility.  After  ascertaining  the  sum 
necessary  to  be  levied  on  the  ban-ny  in  such  works,  it  must  then  be  decided  what 'proportion 
of  such  sum  would  be  required  for  each  electoral  division,  and  if  they  should  now  present 
for  works  in  any  electoral  division  which  could  not  be  approved  of  on  account  of  being 
directly  opposite  to  the  instructions  given  them,  it  would  of  course  disturb  the  proportionate 
distribution  of  the  entire  sum  on  the  various  divisions ; and  he  much  feared  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  nullifying  the  whole  proceedings. 

Mr.  Hill  said  that  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  but  the  Board  would  reject  pre 
sentments  made  in  the  manner  described  by  the  chairman. 

The  chairman  begged  to  differ  with  Mr.  Hill. 

Captain  Wynne  said  he  had  not  the  least  hesitation  in  affirming  that  they  would  reject 
presentments  made  in  such  au  indefinite  manner. 

Chairman  (with  much  warmth).  You  do  not  understand  about  land,  sir,  as  well  as  I do. 
captain  Wynne.  There  may  be  two  opinions  on  that  subject. 

, a,™an-  This  is  a life  and  death  question  we  are  considering,  and  we  are  insulted  by 
e Government  and  their  officials.  It  is  an  insult  to  any  free  country  to  be  treated  as  we 
are.  1 find  10  per  cent,  deducted  from  the  sums  voted  for  the  several  works,  for  imple- 
c'  These  implements  should  have  been  made  in  the  locality  where  they  were  used, 
of  th oto\ m pig01  ° 6 tg° * tradesnien  wound  his  property  who  could  have  furnished  a large  supply 

seated,  in  explanation,  that  the  10  per  cent,  referred  to  was  taken  off  until 
y cou  ascertain  the  exact  sum  expended  on  implements,  the  payment  of  check  clerks, 

. 'J  °n  e A'anous  works;  and  if  this  per-centage  would  not  be  requisite,  if  only  five  per 
' fei£j  .us  exI>ended,  that  sum  and  no  more  would  be  charged  to  the  works.  In  refer- 
Wm-l-JV  >miP iements  not  being  manufactured  on  the  spot,  he  must  say  the  Board  of 
#IL  n d0llft  al‘  in  t.heir  Power  to  have  that  effected.  They  had  advertised  not  only  in 
.U ; '?i  PaPers»  but  m the  local  journal  for  the  county,  and  also  had  advertisements 
P " ” the  vanous  localities,  announcing  that  they  would  receive  proposals  for  the  implei 
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raents  and  utensils  required  ; and  they  could  not  give  a fairer  opportunity  to  the  tradesmen 
of  the  various  districts  to  undertake  the  work.  In  fact  every  exertion  was  used  to  have  them 
made  in  the  locality  where  they  were  required.  And  as  the  chairman  had  stated  that  there 
were  a number  of  tradesmen  on  his  property  who  could  have  furnished  the  requisite  utensils, 
he  would  now  stale  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  200  or  300  wheelbarrows  from  those  persons 
through  the  chairman  ; to  be  delivered  to  him  in  three  weeks. 

The  chairman  said  if  he  had  received  notice  three  months  since  a great  number  could  have 
been  furnished.  , . .... 

A gentleman  here  inquired  of  Mr.  Gamble  what  sum  he  was  willing  to  pay  for  the  wheel- 
barrows. 

Mr.  Gamble.  I will  give  10 s.  6 d.  each. 

The  gentleman  observed  that  the  tradesmen  in  the  neighbourhood  had  refused  to  make 
them  for  that  sum.  . 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  was  glad  that  circumstance  had  been  mentioned,  as  it  must  com- 
pletely exonerate  the  Board  of  Works  from  any  blame  in  the  matter.  He  (Mr.  G.)  consi- 
dered that  the  price  he  mentioned  was  amply  sufficient.  The  Board  could  obtain  them  in 
Dublin  at  9s.  6d.  each.  . 

Captain  Wynne,  said  that  a charge  had  been  brought  against  the  Board  of  Works  of 
injuring  and  insulting  the  country  by  their  proceedings.  As  an  officer  under  that  Board  he 
could  not  pass  over  such  an  accusation  in  silence.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Board  were 
usino-  their  utmost  endeavours  to  alleviate  the  distress  at  present.  They  were  working  like 
galley  slaves,  from  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night,  and  he  (Captain  W.) 
thought  that  if  ihe  gentry  of  the  country  would  co-operate  more  warmly  with  the  Board, 
and  give  them  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative  to  their  own  localities,  it  would  be 
much  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  carping  at  and  finding  fault  with  their  proceed- 
ings, and  bringing  forward  charges  without  any  sufficient  foundation. 

Chairman.  Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for  me?  I will  not  submit  to  be  lectured  in  such 
a manner  by  any  person.  1 say  the  Government  and  their  officers  are  insulting  the  gentry 
of  the  country.  It  is  a repetition  of  the  abuse  of  “ The  Times.”  Do  you  apply  your 
remarks  personally  to  me,  sir  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  The  remarks  I made  were  merely  in  vindication 

The  Chairman  (interrupting.)  I ask,  did  you  direct  your  remarks  personally  to  me,  sir? 
That  is  a plain  question. 

Captain  Wynne.  I direct  my  remarks  to  the  meeting  at  large,  and  to  you,  sir,  as  chair- 
man of  the  meeting.  It  may  be  a sufficient  refutation  of  the  charge  that  the  Board  of 
Works  are  insulting  the  country  to  state,  that  there  are,  this  very  day,  40,000  people 
employed  by  the  Board  in  this  county.  Is  t:.at  insulting  the  county?’  1 admit,  when 
I first  came  to  this  neighbourhood,  1 found  a number  of  people  who  had  some  means 
employed  on  the  works,  while  a great  many  other  poor  people,  who  had  no  means  of  sub- 
sistence whatever,  were  unemployed. 

Several  voices  from  the  body  of  the  meeting  here  cried  out,  “ That’s  true.” 

He  (Captain  Wynne)  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  strike  off  a number  of  those  names. 

Chairman.  What  do  you  understand  by  having  some  means  ? Do  you  mean  that  the 
poor  man  who  has  a cow  should  take  a knife  and  cut  a piece  off  that  cow  for  food?  John 
Bull  must  alter  his  policy — (cheers.)  He  (the  chairman)  said  the  Government  were  not 
doing  their-duty  to  the  country,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  say  it.  The  small  tenantry  of  the 
country  must  not  be  left  beggars.  They  should  be  employed  in  cultivating  the  land,  and 
he  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  tradesmen  had  been  unfairly  dealt  with.  He  spoke  to  one 
of  the  individuals  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  where  part  of  his  property  was  situate, 
relative  to  having  the  implements  made  by  the  tradesmen  in  the  district,  and  he  stated  that 
the  Board  had  a supply  in  Dublin,  and  if  they  were  made  they  would  be  left  upon  their 
hands.  This  was  a very  rational  answer,  but  it  did  not  meet  his  argument. 

Mr.  Gamble  then  asked  the  chairman  of  whom  he  had  made  that  inquiry  ; when  he  found 
that  it  was  not  from  the  engineer  of  the  district,  but  from  one  of  the  stewards  on  the  works. 
Mr.  Gamble  stated  this  overseer  could  not  give  the  requisite  information ; that  Mr.  Millett, 
the  engineer  for  the  district,  was  the  person  to  whom  any  application  of  the  kind  should  have 
been  made.  Mr.  Millett  had  informed  him  (Mr.  Gamble)  that  he  could  not  get  the  imple- 
ments made  in  the  neighbourhood  ; and  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  to  Kilrush,  and  had 
procured  them  there.  He  (Mr.  Gamble)  thought  it  would  be  a sufficient  reply  to  any  obser- 
vations that  had  been  made,  reflecting  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his 
duty,  to  state  that  the  Corcomroe  Relief  Committee,  the  district  to  which  allusion  had  been 
made,  and  of  which  committee  the  chairman  of  the  present  meeting  was  chairman,  had 
passed  a resolution,  returning  thanks  to  him  (Mr.  Gamble)  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
he  and  his  assistants  had  discharged  their  duties,  and  for  their  exertions  to  relieve  the 
distress  of  the  people.  That  resolution  was  forwarded  to  him  (Mr.  Gamble)  accompanied 
by  a still  warmer  letter  of  thanks  from  the  chairman  himself;  and  he  (Mr.  Gamble)  merely 
mentioned  the  circumstance  now  as  a reply  to  any  charge  against  himself  in  the  remarks 
which  had  been  made. 

A conversation  here  ensued  as  to  the  plan  which  they  should  adopt  in  passing  the  pre- 
sentments, when  it  was  at  last  agreed  that  one-third  of  the  poor-law  valuation  of  the  barony, 
8,920  /.,  should  be  voted  for  reproductive  works. 

Mr.  Gamble  observed  that  he  should  endeavour,  in  executing  any  works  upon  a gentle- 
man’s property,  to  meet  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  proprietor,  so  far  as  it  would  be  at  all 
possible  to  do’so,  in  consistency  with  his  own  knowledge  on  the  subject.  j 
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It  was  here  remarked  to  the  chairman,  that  in  order  to  pass  presentments  that  would  be  \Tr  7 jr  jr  n 
approved  of  by  the  Government,  the  landed  proprietors  should  specify  the  works  presented  ' 
for  up  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  voted  for  each  division.  n'"  ~~ 

The  chairman  observed  that  they  could  not  do  so,  as  the  landed  proprietors  were  not  all  21  ' 

present ; some  of  them  were  on  the  Continent ; some  in  one  place  and  some  in  another  • and 
the  only  thing  the  meeting  could  do  would  be  to  pass  presentments  in  the  manner  he  had 
suggested. 

The  Government  officers  present  stated  it  was  quite  useless  to  do  so,  as  they  would  not 
be  approved  of.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  however,  the  following  resolution  was 
drawn  up,  after  which  the  sessions  was  adjourned  until  Thursday  (this  day),  in  order  that  an 
answer  might  be  obtained  from  Government  relative  to  the  resolution  adopted.— 

That  having  determined  that  this  session  should  be  proceeded  with  under  the  letter  of 
JMr.  Labouchere,  it  should  be  represented  to  the  Government  that  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 
this  meeting,  that  the  most  useful  reproductive  work  on  which  the  labouring  p00r  could  be 
employed,  is  the  preparation  of  the  tillage  soil  of  the  poorer  class  of  occupiers  for  cultivation, 
thereby  ensuring  the  raising  of  next  year’s  crop,  and  making  the  best  endeavour  to  save 
tins  country  trom  a continuance  of  the  calamity  with  which  it  is  now  visited  ” 

Presentments  were  then  granted  for  a sum  of  8,920 1.  Gs.  3 h d.,  for  the  purposes  stated  in 
the  resolution,  to  be  levied  from  off  the  several  electoral  divisions  of  the  barony 

All  the  Government  officers  present  at  the  meeting  refused  to  sign  this  resolution,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  opposed  to  the  instructions  conveyed  in  the  Chief  Secretary’s  letter. 

4020*.  Now  will  you  put  in  a paper  of  the  14th  December  ?— Yes.  It  contains 
a report  of  an  investigation  before  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

[The  following  Paper  was  put  in,  and  readf\ 


Corcomroe  Relief  Committee. 

Investigation  before  the  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Thursday  last  having  been  the  day  appointed  at  the  Corcomroe  presentment  sessions, 
a report  of  which  we  gave  in  our  last,  fur  investigating  certain  charges  preferred  against 
some  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  that  district,  by  Major  Macnamara  m p a lar*e 
crowd  of  people  assembled  in  the  court-house  of  Ennistimon,  for  the  purpose  of'  witnessing 
the  proceedings.  0 

At  ] 2 o’clock  the  court-house  was  filled  with  people.  Shortly  afterward  Cornelius  O’Brien 
esq.  a*.  P-,  Major  Macnamara,  m.  p.,  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Whitty,  George  Macnamara! 
esq.,  Key.  Air.  Lyons,  and  a great  many  members  of  the  relief  committee,  entered  the  court. 

Uaptam  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  Mr.  Gamble,  head 
engineer,  together  with  Air.  Alillett  and  Mr.  Galway,  the  engineers  for  the  district,  were 
also  in  attendance. 

Major  Macnamara  was  called  to  the  chair  by  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq. 

On  taking  the  chair.  Major  Macnamara  made  some  remarks  stating  the  business  tor 
which  they  were  assembled,  when 

Captain  Wynne  observed  that  he  had  received  intimation  to  attend  a meeting  of  the  relief 
committee  to  be  held  there  that  day ; and  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  adjourning  the  public 
meeting  now  assembled,  that  they  might  at  once"  proceed  with  the  regular  business  of  the 
committee.  In  reference  to  the  charges  for  investigation  he  (Captain  Wynne)  had  written 
to  him  (Alajor  Alacuamaraj  who  had  alluded  to  those  charges  while  acting  as  chairman  of 
the  late  presentment  sessions,  informing  him  that  it  would  be  most  desirable  that  the  charges 
he  (Major  Alacnamara)  had  to  make  should  be  furnished  in  writing ; to  this  letter  he  had 
received  an  answer  merely  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  ‘without  giving  him  anv 
charges  in  writing,  or  stating  that  such  would  be  furnished.  Now  he  (Captain  Wynne)  was 
prepared,  if  those  written  charges  were  produced,  to  proceed  with  the  investigation,  but  he 
contended  that  before  a meeting  so  constituted  as  the  present,  was  not  the  place  to  hold  such 
investigation,  therefore  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  committee  adjourning  to  a con- 
before  them^  W^ere  without  interruption  transact  whatever  business  came 

An  individual  from  the  meeting  here  interrupted  Captain  Wynne,  stating  that  they 
wou  not  permit  any  such  adjournment;  that  the  investigation  should  be  carried  on  in 
and  proceeded  in  a very  exciting  strain  of  language,  in  which  he  was  joined  by 
coffid  restme  orde?  'U  ^ Cr°Wd’  and  ifc  was  with  the  utraost  difficulty  that  the  chairman 
^served,  that  such  interruption  furnished  a strong  argument  for  adopting 
the  investigation^816^  ’ un  ess  lt;  were  acted  upon,  he  must  decline  proceeding  with 

be  thoUght  ,he  PuHic  °aSbt  to  be  satisfied  that  every 
officer  employed  m the  public  service  was  a proper  person. 

oubhf  mh,d  XnuT ' rh  *he  honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  most  desirable  the 
Ee  won  Id  hoi  ! be  *s,abused>  it  oily  for  the  sake  of  the  officers  themselves,  bat 

M investigation  in  a place  where  order  could  not  be  maintained. 

0 1 0 atirara'  Why,  5,r'  wb°  are  you,  or  what  are  you,  that  you  take  upon  you  to 
■ '5*  G o sav 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker,  say  you  will  hold  no  investigation  ? I mean  no  disrespect  to  you,  sir,  but  I think  it 
a strange  assertion  to  make  before  the  magistrates  here  assembled. 

Si  May  1 S+-  Captain  Wynne  replied,  that  as  to  who  or  what  he  was,  he  thought  it  scarcely  necessary  to 
sav  that  he  was  an  officerunder  the  Board  of  Works,  prepared  to  investigate  certain  charges 
preferred  against  some  officers  of  the  Board  in  that  district,  if  such  charges  were  brought 
before  him  in  the  manner  he  desired.  He  did  not  look  upon  him  (Major  Macnamara)  as 
a magistrate  on  the  bench,  but  as  an  accuser  of  individuals;  and  he  (Captain  Wynne) 
callerf  upon  him  to  remove  the  stigma  he  put  on  the  officers  of  the  Board,  or  proceed  with 
the  charges  in  a regular  manner.  . 

Ven.  Archdeacon  Whitty  said,  that  in  his  opinion  they  could  transact  their  business  much 
better  at  a more  private  meeting.  He  did  not,  however,  wish  that  his  individual  opinion 
should  in  anyway  influence  the  gentlemen  present ; for,  as  chairman  of  that  committee— 
a position,  however,  which  he  was  willing  to  relinquish  at  any  moment  they  should  think 
proper — he  was  quite  ready  to  proceed  in  any  manner  that  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  committee.  The  officer  of  the  Board  was  perfectly  willing  to  afford  every  facility; 
in  fact,  he  courted  inquiry,  and  he  was  sure  it  was  the  object  of  Major  Macnamara  and 
Mr.  O’Brien  that  justice  should  be  done  both  to  the  officers  and  the  public;  and  if  they 
had  no  objection,  he  would  prefer  an  adjournment  to  the  adjoining  room. 

Mr.  O’Brien  objected  to  his  being  looked  upon  as  a partisan  in  the  matter  ; he  was  there 
merely  to  assist  in  seeing  justice  done. 

Major  Macnamara  then  stated  that  he  had  the  charges,  and  would  read  them ; the 
charges  that  had  been  sent  to  him,  for  he  himself  did  not  come  there  publicly  to  accuse  any 
person.  But  he  wished  that  the  charges  should  be  taken  down,  and  also  the  evidence,  even 
upon  oath,  and  forwarded  to  Government. 

Captain  Wynne  would  feel  most  happy  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  his  power  in 
adopting  such  a course,  but  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  forward  the  proceed- 
ings to  any  other  quarter,  as  he  was  prepared  to  act  upon  the  spot,  according  to  the  evidence 
brought  before  him. 

It '’was  then  agreed  that  the  magistrates  and  members  of  the  relief  committee  present 
should  adjourn  to  the  adjoining  room ; together  with  any  others  whose  attendance  might 
be  deemed  necessary  ; which  being  done, 

Mr.  O’Brien  stated  that  he  did  not  mean  anything  discourteous  or  disrespectful  to  their 
chairman,  Archdeacon  Whitty,  in  his  moving  Major  Macnamara  to  the  chair.  He  did  so 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  to  be  a public  meeting,  and  not  a meeting  of  the  committee. 
To  which  the  Archdeacon  replied,  that  he  fully  acquitted  Mr.  O’Brien  of  being  actuated  by 
any  feeling  of  disrespect  towards  himself  in  the  course  he  had  taken.  The  business  of  the 
meeting  was  then  proceeded  with. 

The  Ven.  the  Archdeacon  Whitty  in  the  chair. 

Major  Macnamara  then  produced  a list  of  charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  engineer  for 
the  district,  which  he  read  seriatim  to  the  meeting.  The  first  charge  against  Mr.  Millett 
was  for  sending  a requisiiion  to  the  committee  for  200  men  to  begin  a work  in  the  parish  of 
Killilagh,  on  Monday  the  2d  November,  and  neglecting  to  attend  on  that  day,  or  the  follow- 
ing days,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  people  to  work,  by  which  they  were  grievously  dis- 
appointed, and  the  peace  of  the  country  endangered. 

Mr.  Millett  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  had  agreed  to  set  200  men  to  work  on  the  day 
in  question,  but  that  he  was  not  furnished  with  a list  from  the  Committee  of  the  men  to 
be  employed ; that  on  Tuesday  he  was  stopped  by  a mob  of  people  at  Ennistimon,  and 
could  not  leave  the  place;  that  on  Wednesday  the  list  was  given  to  Molloy,  the  overseer, 
with  directions  to  set  the  men  to  work. 

Mr.  Molloy  said  that  he  got  the  list  on  Wednesday  evening  from  Mr.  Millett;  that  he 
was  occupied  on  Thursday  in  laving  out  the  works,  and  set  the  people  to  work  on  Friday 
morning. 

Major  Macnamara  stated  that  it  had  been  arranged  that  Mr.  Millett  was  to  dine  with  him 
on  Monday,  and  on  that  day  he  was  to  meet  Mr.  Fallon,  who  was  to  furnish  him  with  the 
list. 

Mr.  Millett  stated  his  being  invited  to  dine  with  Major  Macnamara  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  furnishing  the  list ; that  in  his  opinion  the  invitation  was  given  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  up  a dispute  of  a rather  unpleasant  nature  that  had  occurred  between  them, 
and  that  he  was  much  pressed  with  financial  business  on  that  day. 

Major  Macnamara  acknowledged  that  this  was  the  case ; and  at  the  same  time  asked  Mr. 
Millett  when  he  was  furnished  with  the  list? 

Mr.  Millett.  Not  at  the  time  appointed. 

Mr.  O’Brien  inquired  of  Mr.  Millett,  if  he  had  not  made  a section  of  the  work  previous  to 
Monday. 

Mr.  Millett.  I did  not. 

Mr.  Gamble  observed,  that  it  was  very  requisite  that  sections  of  the  works  should  be 
made  previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  setting  the  men  to  work,  if  it  were  possible ; but 
that  the  press  of  business  was  sometimes  so  great  that  the  engineers  found  it  impossible  to 
attend  to  all  the  works  at  the  most  fitting  time. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he  had  a distinct  recollection  of  Mr.  Millet  stating  to  Mr. 
Fallon  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  have  a list  of  the  men ; that  he  had  asked 
Mr.  Fallon  if  he  had  furnished  Mr.  Millett  with  the  list  at  the  time,  when  he  told  him  that 
he  had  not. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  it  rested  upon  the  gentlemen  present  to  say  whether  they  con- 
sidered Mr.  Millett’s  explanation  sufficient.  It  was  a question  whether  Mr.  Millett  could 
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attend  on  the  day  in  question ; or  whether  his  going  there  could  have  prevented  any  dis-  M 
turbance  among  the  people,  if  he  had  not  been  furnished  with  the  list  of  men  to  be 
employed. 

Major  Macnamara  stated  that  Mr.  Fallon  might  have  had  the  list  prepared  a week 
previous. 

Mr.  O’Brien  wished  to  know  why  Mr.  Millett  did  not  write,  stating  that  he  could  not  o-o 
at  the  time  appointed.  Such  a course  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Millett  was  a courtesy  due  to  the 
commiitee.  He  considered  it  was  of  great  importance  that  regularity  should  be  observed 
by  the  public  officers ; because  the  people  think  that  they  can  act  as  they  please,  under 
Government— they  entertain  the  idea  that  it  is  all  Government  money  ; and  it  never  occurs 
to  them  to  think  of  economy  when  it  is  from  the  public  purse,  the  people  cannot  be 
brought  to  feel  the  force  of  the  important  fact,  that  it  is  all  to  be  levied  off  the  country. 

.Mr.  Gamble  said  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  work  should  be  proceeded 
with  at  the  time  appointed ; and  that,  in  fact,  scarcely  any  reason  should  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  neglecting  it. 

Mr.  O’Brien  thought  that  every  public  officer  could  faithfully  discharge  his  duty,  and  yet 
at  the  same  time  act  with  the  greatest  courtesy.  ' " 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  every  public  officer  should  do  so. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  it  was  now  for  Mr.  Gamble  to  decide  how  far  Mr.  Millett 
was  culpable  in  reference  to  this  charge. 

Major  Macnamara  then  read  the  second  charge  against  Mr.Millett,  accusing  him  of  want 
of  courtesy  to  the  relief  committees,  and  the  landed  proprietors,  by  writing  a letter  to  the 
check  clerks  not  to  produce  their  lists  to  the  members  of  the  committees. 

Mr.  O’Brien  read  a letter  from  Mr.  Millett  to  this  effect. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  had  given  directions  to  all  the  engineers  to  afford  every  facility 
to  the  various  relief  committees,  by  giving  them  all  the  information  in  their  power ; but  that 
it  was  not  desirable  that  the  check  clerks  and  gangsmen  should  be  permitted  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  Committee  ; because  they  were  only  too  anxious  to  have  any  excuse  of  the 
kind  by  which  they  might  have  an  opportunity  for  leaving  the  works,  which  would  by  that 
means  be  in  a great  measure  neglected ; but’tliat  the  superintendent  of  the  works  in  each 
district,  had  received  directions  to  furnish  the  requisite  lists  to  the  Committees  ; and  everv 
Committee  would  obtain  the  required  information  by  applying  to  the  superintendent  in  their 
locality. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  the  committee  of  which  he  was  chairman  had  passed  a resolution 
to  the  effect  that  the  check  clerks  should  furnish  their  lists  to  the  committee,  and  it  was  for 
the  purpose  of  counteracting  this  resolution  that  Mr.  Millett  had  written  that  letter  to  the 
check  clerks ; he  therefore  accused  Mr.  Millett  of  want  of  courtesy  to  the  committee,  in  not, 
in  the  first  instance,  writing  to  him  (Mr.  O’Brien)  informing  him  that  he  had  acted  wrono- 
in  passing  such  a resolution;  he  thought  it  was  the  course  that  should  be  adopted  towards 
gentlemen  who  were  spending  their  time  and  money  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  and  interest- 
ing themselves  in  the  works. 

A long  conversation  here  ensued  on  the  subject,  in  the  course  of  which  both  Captain 
Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  admitted  that  there  was  want  of  courtesy  shown  by  Mr.  Millett  on 
the  occasion  in  question. 

Mr.  Millett  said  that  there  might  be  want  of  courtesy  in  it,  but  if  so,  he  could  only  say 
that  it  was  quite  unintentional ; and  was  willing  to  make  every  apology  to  the  gentlemen 
who  felt  themselves  aggrieved  by  it. 

The  chairman  said  it  was  for  the  gentlemen  now  to  say  whether  they  were  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Millett’s  stating  that  any  discourtesy  shown  was  unintentional  on  his  part. 

Major  Macnamara  said  he  remembered  a story  of  an  individual  who  having  been  knocked 
down  by  another,  asked  him,  did  he  mean  that  for  a blow  (laughter)  ? He  did  not  ask  what 
was  Mr.  Millett’s  intention,  and  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his  apology. 

Mr.  O’Brien  stated,  that  it  was  very  hard  to  be  obliged  to  send  four  or  five  miles  for  a 
list  of  men,  that  the  check  clerk  could  give  him  on  the  spot,  if  he  were  allowed. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  it  would  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  collect  the  lists 
from  the  men  at  the  various  works  ; but  that  there  was  also  a correct  copy  of  those  lists 
lying  in  the  engineer’s  office,  with  which  the  committee  could  be  more  easily  furnished  ; but 
it  Mr.  O’Brien  would  apply  to  the  superintendent  over  any  particular  district,  he  had  direc- 
tion to  produce  the  lists  required. 

Mr.  O’Brien  could  assure  Mr.  Gamble  that  he  had  himself  acted  as  one  of  his  stewards ; 
he  had  attended  from  day  to  day  at  the  works  in  his  neighbourhood,  to  see  that  they  were 
carried  on  in  a proper  manner. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  was  much  obliged  to  Mr.  O’Brien  for  giving  so  much  atten- 
tion to  the  works. 

Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  take  any  credit  to  himself  for  it;  as  he  was  to  a certain  extent  in- 
terested in  any  works  carried  on  through  his  own  property. 

Captain  Wynne  thought  the  more  serious  charge  against  Mr.  Millett,  was  the  delay  in 
commencing  the  work  ; and  the  question  was,  had  he  given  sufficient  reason  for  it  1 It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  Mr.  Millett  had  not  been  furnished  with  a copy  of 
the  cnarge  against  him,  and  had  no  opportunity  of  preparing  his  defence. 

Major  Macnamara  said  that  Captain  Wynne  being  a military  man,  knew  something  of  the 
mode  of  proceeding  at  courts-martial ; and  in  accordance  with  their  manner  of  acting,  he 
was  quite  willing  now,  after  the  charges  had  been  made  known  to  Mr.  Millett,  to  allow  him 
a certain  number  of  days  to  furnish  his  defence. 

°-105-  G G 2 Captain 


r,  J.  K.  J Fattier. 
21  May  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 


21  May  1847. 


Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  thought  that  was  a very  fair  mode  of  proceeding  • and 
Mr.  Millett,  if  he  thought  it  necessary,  might  avail  himself  of  it.  0 ’ 

Mr.  O’Brien  differed  with  Captain  Wynne  in  regarding  that  as  the  principal  charge  • he 
thought  he  ought  not  to  make  light  of  the  charge  of  discourtesv  preferred  against  ’i\Ti- 
Millett.  " 0 

Caotain  Wynne  denied  that  he  had  made  light  of  it,  but  that  in  comparison  with  a charge 
implying  dereliction  of  duty,  it  was  not  of  such  great  importance.  It  was  the  duty  of 
every  public  officer  to  act  with  the  greatest  courtesy ; but  he  (Captain  Wynne)  was  aware 
that  gentlemen  sometimes  attributed  personality  to  public  officers,  when  they  were  merely 
discharging  their  duty;  and  he  must  say,  for  his  own  part,  though  he  utterly  disclaimed 
any  attempt  at  personality,  yet  in  discharging  his  duty  as  a public  officer,  he  could  not 
afford  to  become  a respecter  of  persons. 

Major  Macnamara  then  brought  forward  the  list  of  stewards  and  gangsmen  employed 
alleging  that  some  of  them  were  infamous  characters ; and  stating  that  he  believed,  from 
what  he  had  heard  on  the  subject,  that  bribery  and  corruption  had  been  employed  in 
procuring  those  situations ; that  it  was  in  reference  to  this  he  had  stated  at  a former 
meeting  that  a goose  was  a check  clerk,  a pair  of  chickens  a gangsman,  &c.,  and  he 
had  been  informed,  even  since  he  came  into  that  meeting,  of  an  individual  having  re- 
ceived a pig.  0 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  know  if  there  was  any  charge  whatever 
against  Mr.  Millett  for  having  received  bribes,  or  in  any  way  acted  corruptly. 

Major  Macnamara  said  he  had  no  charge  of  the  kind  to  bring  against  Mr. Millett,  but  that 
individuals  had  received  presents  in  order  to  use  their  influence  with  him ; and  he  would 
ask  Mr.  Millett  how  many  of  those  persons  had  been  recommended  by  landed  proprietors? 

Captain  Wynne  begged  leave  to  remark  that  from  Major  Macnamara ’s  explanation,  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  attributed  the  bribery  and  corruption  to  the  persons  who  recommended 
the  stewards  and  gaugers  and  not  to  “Mr.  Millett,  and  that  therefore  the  charge  stood 
transferred  from  that  gentleman  to  many  of  the  gentlemen  present,  upon  whose1  recom- 
mendation the  appointments  had  in  most  cases,  been  made ; they  would  no  doubt  state  if 
they  had  received  turkeys  or  geese. 

Mr.  O’Brien  stated  that  he  had  recommended  three  or  four  persons  who  obtained  situa- 
tions ; and  he  must  say  that  any  recommendations  he  sent  to  Mr.  Millett  were  at  once 
attended  to.  He  did  not,  however,  interfere  much  in  the  matter,  and  the  individuals  he  had 
recommended  were  some  of  his  own  tenants,  who  he  knew  would  take  an  interest  in 
having  the  works  forwarded  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  the  consequence  was,  the  works 
were  carried  on  there  in  a proper  manner,  which  he  was  sorry  to  say  was  not  the  case  in  other 
places. 


Major  Macnamara  here  complained  of  his  having  recommended  an  individual  who  was 
not  employed.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  a personal  application  to  Mr.  Millett,  but  he 
had  written  to  Mr.  Calcutt,  requesting  him  to  use  his  influence  with  Mr.  Millett  to  have 
the  person  appointed.  Mr.  Calcutt  showed  this  letter  to  Mr.  Millett,  who  stated  that  he 
had  no  vacancy  at  the  time. 

A wrangling  debate  here  ensued  on  this  subject,  when  Captain  Wynne  protested  against 
so  much  of  their  time  being  occupied  about  a mere  matter  of  courtesy;  that  if  there* were 
any  other  charges  against  the  officers  of  neglect  of  duty  they  were  ready  to  hear  them,  but 
he  did  not  think  their  time  should  be  wasted  on  a subject  of  so  little  importance. 

Major  Macnamara  read  over  a list  of  the  stewards  and  check  clerks,  objecting  to  some  of 
them,  but  there  could  be  no  charge  of  neglect  of  duty  proved  against  them.  There  was  one 
inamdnal  of  the  name  of  Walsh,  who  Major  M.  contended  should  not  be  employed,  as  he 
could  himself  prove  lum  to  be  a bad  character;  as  he  had  him  engaged  for  some  time  in 
collecting  rents,  some  of  which  he  thought  proper,  however,  to  keep  to  himself.  He  then  read 
another  charge  against  Mr.  Millett,  for  setting  men  to  work  without  makino-  sections,  and 
without  furnishing  the  proper  number  of  implements. 

Mr.  Gamble  questioned  Mr.  Millett  on  this  subject,  who  stated  that  he  had  made  every 
possible  exertion  to  procure  the  requisite  number  of  implements. 

Mr.  O’Brien  remarked  that  in  many  cases  the  people  were  working  without  implements. 
He  complained  of  it  at  the  presentment  sessions  in  Corofln,  and  he  expected  that  an  order 
would  have  been  given  to  some  of  the  people  in  his  part  of  the  country  to  furnish  them. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  possible  for  people  to  work  in  the  manner  which  he  himself  had  wit- 
"chen  ^ 8aw  tbe  Pe0Ple  can7“S  stones  on  their  backs. 

Mi . Gamble  stated  that  the  first  thing  he  had  done  on  coniine  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
»as  to  order  be  ween  1,000  and  1,600  wheelbarrows  from  Dublin,  and  he  had  given  direc- 

ThfoWr  °Ca  lngmeTi°  Pf0Cure  “S  """V  as  P°ssible  “ tb™  respective  districts. 

The  chairman  observed  that  he  was  aware  that  an  offer  was  made  to  the  tradespeople  of 
them  at  .be  1 ™P'ements,  but  they  entered  into  a combination  against  making 

‘ ™ ‘rSl  P l offeretl,  as  they  found  it  difficult  to  procure  timber, 
name  o?  MaT  br0“Sht  fo™?ld  tbe  “se  of  an  individual  employed  under  the  Board  of  the 
W?L  Mahon>  bad  thought  proper  to  abuse  both  the  committee  and  the  Board  of 
Uoihs.  It  was  found,  however,  that  this  individual  had  beenremoved. 
that  ;TH,Pmat,C“  al  .Ci0u!ie,Ctieid  ’,lth  tbe  charSes  preferred  against  Mr.  Millett,  it  appeared 
Millett  wb?n  allnbutaMe  10  any  Pelt°n.  it  rested  upon  Mr.  Galway,  and  not  upon  Mr. 

Mr.  O Bnen  remarked  that  he  would  be  very  sorry  to  say  a single  word  that  might  cast 
reflection  oil  the  character  of  Mr.  Galway;  for  since  his  appointment  there,  and  he  (Mr. 

O’Brien) 
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O’Brien)  had  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  before,  he  conducted  himself  ■ *1  every  respect  Mr.  J.  K.  IVulker . 
as  became  a gentleman.  - 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  he  was  very  happy  indeed  to  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  give  such  a character  2i  May  184.7. 
of  Mr.  Galway. 

A resolution  was  here  put  into  the  chairman’s  hands,  which  had  been  unanimously  agreed 
to  at  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parishes  of  Kilfenora  and  Kiltoraght,  return- 
ing a vote  of  “ thanks  to  Mr.  Millett,  Mr.  Galway,  and  Mr.  Molloy,  for  the  impartial  dis- 
charge of  their  onerous  duties,”  and  which  was  signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee  by  their 
chairman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lyons,  and  by  their  secretary,  Mr.  Davis. 

The  investigation  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Millett  were  now  brought  to  a conclusion, 
and  the  committee  about  to  adjourn,  when 

Captain  Wynne  begged  leave  to  make  a few  remarks.  He  stated  as  he  had  received  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  investigate  certain  charges  which  had  been  preferred 
against  some  gentlemen  then  present  at  that  committee,  he  thought  it  right  to  take  the  pre- 
sent opportunity  of  informing  those  gentlemen,  through  the  chairman,  of  the  charges  brought 
against  them,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  answer  them,  and  also  that  they  might  state 
what  day  might  best  suit  their  convenience  on  which  to  hold  the  investigation.  He  would 
therefore  hand  the  letters  furnished  to  him  on  the  subject  to  the  chairman,  to  read  for  the 
information  of  the  gentlemen  concerned. 

The  chairman  then  read  the  letters,  the  first  of  w'hich  was  addressed  to  the  Government 
authorities  in  Dublin,  from  Mr.  Westropp,  agent  to  the  very  Rev.  Dean  Stackpoole,  stating 
that  numerous  complaints  had  been  made  to  him  by  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  excluded  from  the  public  works,  by  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  of 
which  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  is  chairman,  while  the  comfortable  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien, 
and  John  Macnamara,  esq.,  were  employed  on  them ; Mr.  Westropp  therefore  requested 
that  the  matter  should  be  fully  investigated;  as  he  thought  it  but  just  and  fair,  either  to 
have  Mr.  O’Brien’s  comfortable  tenants  put  out  of  the  works,  or  else  to  have  Dean  Stack- 
poole’s tenants  also  put  on  them ; as  the  Dean  did  not  wish  his  tenants  to  think  that  they 
were  wronged  without  some  effort  being  made  to  have  justice  done  to  them. 

This  letter  was  sent  from  Dublin  to  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  with  directions  to 
have  the  affair  fully  investigated  ; and  on  receipt  of  this  communication,  Captain  Wynne 
wrote  to  Mr.  Westropp,  apprising  him  of  it,  and  wishing  to  know  from  him  what  day  would 
he  most  suitable  for  holding  the  investigation.  Captain  Wynne  received  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Westropp,  which  was  also  read  by  the  chairman,  stating  that  he  (Mr.  Westropp)  was 
obliged  to  leave  home  for  a fortnight,  and  would  prefer  that  the  investigation  should  be 
postponed  until  after  that  period,  as  he  was  apprehensive,  owing  to  the  influence  Mr. 

O’Brien  possessed  in  that  neighbourhood,  that  measures  might  be  taken  to  intimidate  Dean 
Stackpoole’s  tenants,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the  investigation. 

After  the  chairman  had  concluded  the  reading  of  the  letters, 

Mr.  O’Brien  made  some  observations  in  reply.  He  stated  that  the  charges  were  false  and 
malicious  ; Mr.  Westropp  was  a religious  man,  and  therefore  might  iusult  a gentleman  with 
impunity;  but  he  was  a good  mark  for  an  action.  Dean  Stackpoole,  too,  was  a religious 
man,  and  might  insult  a gentleman  with  safety;  but  he  was  rich,  and  he  also  was  a good 
mark  for  damages ; and  as  sure  as  I live  (continued  Mr.  O’Brien)  I will  bring  an  action 
against  both  of  those  gentlemen.  He  (Mr.  O’Brien)  was  able  to  do  so;  it  was  well  for 
him  that  he  was  able.  He  was  very  glad  that  this  private  and  malicious  charge  had  been 
made  public ; for  be  knew  he  would  come  out  of  it  with  clean  bands,  despite  ine  envy  and 
malice  of  Dean  Stackpoole  and  his  agent. 

Chairman.  Do  not  link  up  poor  Dean  Stackpoole,  who  is  in  such  a bad  state  of  health, 
with  the  conduct  of  his  agent. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lyons  also  contended  that  Dean  Stackpoole  was  not  accountable  for  the  acts  of 
his  agent. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  Dean  Stackpoole  was  accountable  as  well  as  his  agent;  that  it  was 
because  he  looked  with  the  eye  of  envy  on  a prosperous  neighbour,  that  the  charge  was 
made.  If  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s)  tenants  were  comfortable,  it  was  because  he  resided  among 
them,  and  attended  to  their  wants : and  he  was  happy  to  say  that  they  were  comfortable 
until  this  year,  when  a calamity,  which  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  foresee  or  prevent,  had 
befallen  them.  [The  honourable  gentleman  proceeded,  evidently  under  very  excited  feel- 
ings,  to  contrast  his  conduct  and  his  tenantry  with  those  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  made  use 
of  language  towards  the  latter  that  we  refrain  from  publishing.] 

Major  Macnamara  said,  that  in  reference  to  the  charge  made  against  his  brother  in  Mr. 

Westropp’s  letter,  he  would  only  state,  in  order  to  show  how  false  it  was,  that  his  brother 
bad  no  property  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  that  it  was  his  (Major  Macnamara’s)  property 
which  was  intended. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  as  it  regarded  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  was 
not  surprised  to  find  them  gladly  take  hold  of  anything  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  his 
character.  If  he  had  been  an  individual  who  had  kept  himself  very  quiet,  and  given  no 
trouble  or  opposition  to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  secretary  of  the  Board 
would  have  shown  him  the  courtesy  of  writing  to  himself  on  the  subject.  He  considered 
that  such  an  act  of  courtesy  was  due  to  him.  But  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  officers 
of  the  Board,  and  he  knew  that  by  so  doing  he  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  them.  He 
therefore  regarded  the  whole  affair  as  a foul  conspiracy,  and  he  did  not  care  who  took  it  to 
himself. 

Captain  Wynne  remarked  that  if  the  expressions  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  went  to  attribute 
°*105-  g G 3 personal 
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Mr.  J.  A.  II  alker.  personal  motives  to  him,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  would  only  say  that  he  should  treat 
— with  contempt . . 

21  May  1847.  Here  the  uproar  and  confusion  became  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  tor  tiie  speaker  to 
proceed.  He  made  several  attempts  to  finish  the  sentence,  but  was  interrupted  by  cries  of, 
“Don’t  let  him  speak;”  “ He  shouldn’t  be  heard;”  “Turn  him  out.”  in  the  midst  of 
which  i . , 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanrahan,  R.  C.  C.,  stepped  up  to  the  speaker,  and  with  very  great  warmth 
said,  “ You  shall  not  insult  us ; you  should  not  be  heard  ; don’t  think  you’ll  put  me  down 
as  you  did  Priest  Quin,  the  other  day  at  Corofin. 

The  chairman  endeavoured  to  restore  order,  when  . 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  would  insist  upon  the  chairman,  as  magistrate,  binding  over  Captain 
Wynne  that  moment  to  keep  the  peace ; he  had  uttered  language  calculated  to  provoke  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  ' 

Captain  Wynne.  I insist,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  being  heard  m explanation. 

Several  Voices.  Don’t  permit  him  to  give  an  explanation;  he  must  make  ail  apology. 

The  chairman  said  he  did  not  sit  there  as  a magistrate,  but  as  chairman  of  the  committee; 
and  it  was  not  his  duty,  more  than  that  of  the  other  magistrates  present,  to  bind  Captaiu 
Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace,  if  they  thought  it  necessary ; but  he  thought  it  was  only  fair 
to  hear  Captain  Wynne  in  his  own  defence. 

Captain  Wynne,  on  being  permitted  to  proceed,  said,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentleman,  I beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  by  this  course  of  conduct  you  will  neither  alarm  me  nor  put  me  off  my 
temper.  You  have  interrupted  me  in  the  middle  of  a sentence,  and  at  a word  which  in  itself 
might  give  offence : had  you  allowed  me  to  finish  that  sentence,  you  would  no  doubt  have 
been  saved  that  outburst  of  honest  indignation,  as  I should  have  said  what  I now  say,  that 
if  in  the  discharge  of  a public  duty  any  attempt  were  made  to  attribute  to  me  motives  un- 
becoming a public  officer,  or  to  meet  me  by  personalities  instead  of  arguments,  I should  treat 
all  such  with  the  contempt  they  deserved. 

It  was  then  arranged  that  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  charges  should  take  place 
at  Liscannov  on  Thursday  next. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  Mr.  Millett  requested  to  be  furnished,  through  the 
chairman,  with  a copy  of  the  charges  against  him,  which  had  been  read  at  the  meeting. 

The  chairman  said  that  he  did  not  get  the  charges  from  Major  Macnamara,  and  requested 
that  gentleman  to  furnish  him  with  the  charges  against  Mr.  Millett. 

Major  Macnamara  said  he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  them. 

The  meeting  then  separated. 


4021.  Do  you  produce  any  “Clare  Journal”  of  Thursday,  10th  December? — 
Yes. 


[The  following  Paper  was  put  in,  and  read :] 


Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 


(Communicated.) 

A second  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  above  barony  was  held  at  Euuistimon 
011  Friday,  the  4th  inst.,  pursuant  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  proclamation. 

The  following  magistrates  were  in  attendance  : William  Nugent  Macnamara,  m.  p.  ; Cor- 
nelius O’Brien,  m.  p.  ; J ohn  O’Brien,  m.  p.  ; Archdeacon  Whitty,  Francis  Macnamara  Calcutt, 
John  S.  O’Brien,  and  George  Macnamara. 

The  associated  cess-payers  were,  John  Regan,  James  O’Gorman,  Peter  O’Loughlan, 
Michael  Fitzgerald,  Peter  Gibson,  George  Green,  Darby  Kelly,  John  Cahill,  and  Michae1 
Daly. 

Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer ; Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer;  and  Mr.  Hill,  county 
surveyor,  were  also  in  attendance. 

On  the  motion  of  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  M.  P.,  the  chair  was  taken  by  William  Nugent 
Macnamara,  esq.,  M.  r. 

The  chairman  addressed  Messrs.  Gamble  and  Wynne,  and  complained  in  strong  terms  ot 
the  discourtesy  shown  to  him,  and  the  other  members  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parish 
of  Killilagh,  in  reference  to  a written  notice  delivered  by  Mr.  Millett,  the  engineer  of  the 
district,  to  the  several  stewards  and  check  clerks  in  that  parish,  directing  them  not  to  attend 
or  produce  their  books  to  the  committee ; and  he  (the  chairman)  requested  to  know  from 
the  gentlemen  representing  the  Board  of  Works  by  whose  authority  such  an  insult  was 
offered  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gamble  replied  that  he  gave  no  particular  directions  to  Mr.  Millett ; that  he  had 
already  written  to  the  chairman  in  explanation;  and  that  he  (Mr.  Gamble)  was  most  anxious 
to  afford  all  the  facility  iu  his  power  towards  having  the  works  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

The  chairman  said  he  did  not  receive  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter,  and  had  another  complaint  to 
make,  before  he  sat  down,  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  works  were  conducted. 
Mr.  Millett  required  a list  from  him  of  200  men,  for  the  cutting  of  the  Ballynalacken  hills, 
and  appointed  Monday,  the  2d  of  November,  for  opening  the  works.  The  committee  accord- 
ingly made  out  the  list,  and  ordered  the  200  men  to  go  to  the  work,  pursuant  to  Mr.  Millett  s 
directions  ; hut  when  they  went  there  there  was  no  sign  of  that  geutleman,  or  anybody  repre- 
senting him.  In  this  manner  were  the  poor,  wretched,  starving  people  brought  from  day 
to  day,  from  Monday  till  Thursday,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  employed,  but  still 
there  was  no  account  of  Mr.  Millett,  uor  any  intimation  from  him  to  the  people  as  to  when 
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the  work  would  open.  Was  that  a proper  way  to  treat  a hungry  people  ? The  honourable  Mr. 
gentleman  also  complained  of  the  appointment  of  the  stewards  5 several  persons  of  notorious 
had  character,  and  in  other  respects  wholly  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties,  havino-  been 
appointed,  to  the  exclusion  of  honest,  experienced,  and  intelligent  men,  who  had  an  interest 
inseeing  that  the  works  were  properly  executed,  and  the  money  expended  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  chairman  insinuated,  in  very  plain  terms,  that  they  were  appointed  by 
means  of  trickery  and  corruption.  On  this  subject  he  was  veiy  facetious,  and  told  the 
meeting  that,  in  this  country,  a goose  is  now  called  a steward  : a turkey,  a check-man  ; and 
a pair  of  chickens,  a gangsman.  (Loud  laughter.) 

Captain  Wynne  suggested  that  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding  with  those  charges  would 
he  to  reduce  the  complaints  to  writing,  and  have  them  properly  investigated  ; and  for  that 
purpose  he  stated  his  readiness  to  attend  the  committee  on  any  day  the  chairman  should 
appoint. 

The  chairman  said  that  what  Captain  Wynne  suggested  had  been  already  done ; he  wrote 
to  Mr.  Gamble,  stating  that  three  weeks’  pay  was  due  to  the  poor  workmen,  but  he  never 
received  an  answer  to  his  letter. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  lie  never  received  the  chairman’s  letter,  and  that  every  case  of  complaint 
which  came  before  him,  he  endeavoured  to  have  fully  investigated. 

The  Chairman.  Who  appointed  the  stewards? 

Several  Voices.  The  turkeys  did. 

Captain  Wynne.  Air.  Millett,  whose  duty  it  is  to  do  so  ; and  he  alone  is  responsible  to 
the  Board  for  the  persons  he  appoints. 

The  chairman  wanted  to  know  on  whose  recommendation  the  stewards  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  feared  he  could  not  inform  him,  but  that  he  would  speak  to  Mr. 
Millett  on  the  subject,  and  if  possible  inform  the  chairman  by  whom  they  were  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  Charles  Carrig.  Some  of  the  Ennis  ladies  have  more  patronage,  in  the  disposal  of 
those  appointments,  than  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  county. 

A cess-payer  asked  why  it  was  that  works  which  were  opened  to-day  were  closed  ao-ain  in 
a few  days,  after  an  expense  of  50  Z.  was  incurred  ; that  was  a monstrous  waste  of  the 'public 
money,  and  he  could  point  out  several  instances  where  it  occurred.  He  also  knew  stewards 
to  be  over  the  works  who  could  not  spell  the  name  of  the  townland  he  lived  in. 

The  chairman  said  he  was  obliged  to  them  all  for  the  assistance  they  gave  him  to  have 
those  gross  abuses  made  public,  and  lie  assured  everybody  in  court  that  he  would  not  spare 
any  trouble  or  expense  to  see  justice  done. 

Captain  Wynne  suggested  that  any  specifie  charge  against  the  stewards  should  be  reduced 
to  writing,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  having  them  in  attendance  at  the  committee  on  the 
day  of  investigation. 

The  chairman  stated  that  most  of  the  stewards  were  infamous  characters,  and  should  not 
have  been  appointed. 

Air.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  begged  to  make  one  observation  in  reference  to  what  had  been 
said  about  the  works  in  Kiliilagh  ; he  should  say  that  there  was  a total  absence  of  necessary 
employment  in  the  district  of  Ballynalacken,  and  the  people  would  be  obliged  to  go  a dis- 
tance of  four  and  five  miles  for  that  which  was  proposed.  That  was  a state  of  things  that 
should  be  remedied,  as  the  people  in  that  district  were  labouring  under  difficulties’  it  was 
impossible  to  describe.  He  had  to  express  similar  regret  as  regarded  the  parish  of  Clouna, 
where  the  poor  were  suffering  more  privations  than  any  language  he  could  command  was 
strong  enough  to  portray  ; and  where,  owing  to  some  unfortunate  circumstance,  upwards  of 
GO  families  were  excluded  from  employment  since  the  commencement  of  the  works.  That 
was  a monstrous  injustice ; he  blamed  no  person  in  particular,  but  certainly  blame  rested  in 
some  place,  and  he  would  take  care  to  have  the  matter  inquired  into. 

Air.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  said  that  he  considered  it  an  act  of  justice  to  the  gentle- 
man who  was  acting  as  engineer  in  his  district,  to  state  that  he  furnished  him  with  the 
names  of  four  or  five  persons  whom  he  considered  it  would  be  desirable,  from  their  intelli- 
gence and  experience  in  road-making,  to  have  employed  as  stewards,  and  that  the  eno-ineer 
at  once  appointed  them.  He  did  not  ask  it  as  a personal  favour,  but  stated  the  interest  he 
felt  in  having  the  works  properly  executed,  without  an  useless  waste  of  the  funds,  and  with 
that  view  he  urged  the  importance  of  having  intelligent  persons  appointed  as  stewards.  He 
(.Air.  O’Brien)  also  wished  to  set  himself  right  in  reference  to  a report  which  appeared  in 
the  “ Clare  Journal,”  of  the  proceedings  at  Corofin.*  That  report  misrepresented  him  in 
many  particulars  ; it  put  language  into  his  mouth  which  he  never  used,  and  suppressed  part 

of 


21  May  18+7. 


In  reference  to  the  report  of  the  meeting  at  Corofin,  to  which  Air.  O’Brien  refers,  our  reporter, 
who  could  have  no  object  in  life  to  answer  by  giving  a false  colouring  to  the  proceedings,  assures  us 
hat,  though  not  a full  report  of  all  the  observations  made,  yet  there  was  not  a single  expression  in  it, 
attributed  to  any  speaker,  which  he  conceived  he  did  not  utter.  With  regard  to  Mr.  O’Brien  station- 
per  cent.  instead  of  10  per  cent,  as  attributed  to  him,  he  remembers  Mr.  O’Brien  stating  20  per 
cent,  at  first,  and  afterwards  mentioning  10  per  cent.,  which  our  reporter  considered  a correction  of 
as  lormer  statement,  and  gave  it  accordingly.  He  also  declares  that  the  name  used  on  the  occasion 
y . r.  l cnen,  was  Molloy,  the  overseer,  and  not  Galway,  the  engineer ; and  this  appears  evident 
rom  ierem3r.:s  made  by  Mr.  Gamble  in  reply.  As  to  the  qualified  language  in  reference  to  the 
01  u leutenant  and  Air.  Labouchere,  we  do  not  see  that  the  difference  is  of  the  slightest  import- 
nce ; neither  do  we  consider  that  either  language  as  reported  could  be  considered  offensive.  They 
■i  , vedaie  say,  bear  without  annoyance,  from  friend  or  foe,  language  much  stronger. 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker,  of  what  he  did  say.  He  complained  at  that  meeting  that  25,  and  not  10  per  cent.,  was  to 

. be  deducted  from  the  several  sums  presented,  for  implements  and  other  contingencies, 

21  May  1847.  although  the  labourers  were,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  endeavouring  to  work  without 
any  tools,  and  presented  a burlesque  appearauce,  but  to  him  (Mr.  O’Brien)  a very  painful 
picture ; and  he  did  express  his  astonishment,  if  they  were  to  pay,  as  pay  they  should,  the 
heavy  tax  to  be  levied  for  the  execution  of  those  works,  that  so  large  a reduction  as  25  pec 
cent,  should  be  made.  He  stated  that  Mr.  Galway,  the  engineer,  and  not  a steward  upon 
the  works,  was  his  informant,  and  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  was  quite  sure  that  a gentleman  of  Mr. 
Galway’s  character  and  high  respectability  would  not  be  guilty  of  misrepresentation.  He 
also  denied  having  used  the  disrespectful  language  attributed  to  him  in  reference  to  his 
Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  Mr.  Labouchere,  and  declared  he  merely  said,  that  if 
they  refused  to  sanction  (which  he  did  not  anticipate)  the  useful  and  profitable  works  about 
to  be  presented  for,  the  high  respect  he  entertained  for  their  wisdom  and  humanity  would  be 
very  much  shaken. 

Mr.  Gamble  explained  that  10  per  cent,  was  the  sum  allocated  for  tools,  &c.,  during  the 
progress  of  the  works  last  summer  ; that  the  expense  of  overseers,  check  clerks,  gangsmen, 
See.,  being  at  present  included  under  the  head  of  contingencies,  a larger  sum  should  neces- 
sarily be  deducted,  but  that  on  the  whole  no  more  would  be  charged  than  the  sum  actually 
expended. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  also  complained,  that  he  had  at  the  Inchiquin  sessions  to  grapple  with 
the  insinuation  made  by  Captain  Wynne,  that  the  gentlemen  or  this  county  were  capable  of 
putting  men  in  good  circumstances  on  the  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute.  He 
denied  the  insinuation,  and  was  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he  meant  anything  per- 
sonal. He  (Mr.  O’Brien)  denied  the  right  of  Mr.  Wynne  to  interfere  with  the  relief 
committees;  they  who  knew  the  people,  lived  amongst  them,  and  who  were  aware  of  their 
circumstances,  who  felt  for  their  privations,  and  who  had  ever  manifested  the  utmost  anxiety 
to  relieve  their  distresses,  ought,  surely,  to  be  better  judges  of  those  things  than  Captain 
Wynne ; and  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differed  with  that  gentleman’s  policy  when  he  says  that, 
because  a poor  man  may  have  yet  some  little  subsistence  left,  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved 
until  that  is  exhausted. 

Captain  Wynne  said  he  would  meet  Mr.  O’Brien's  argument  by  one  fact  or  two.  Were 
there  not  at  that  moment  7,000  men  on  works  in  that  district,  and  a large  number  of  them 
in  comfortable  circumstances  ? 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien.  No,  no ! in  which  expression  of  dissent  he  was  joined  by  the  entire 
meeting. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  had  500  complaints  on  that  score. 

Loud  cries  of  Name,  name  ! but  the  gallant  captain  was  unable  to  mention  a single  indi- 
vidual ; and  the  discussion  terminated. 

Mr.  O’Brien  then  said  he  supposed  they  were  all  aware  of  the  duty  that  was  to  be  per- 
formed ; they  had  met  under  the  Relief  Act,  and  it  was  for  them  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  adopting  proceedings  under  the  letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere,  which  held  out  hopes  that  the 
money  to  be  raised  could  be  expended  on  useful  aud  profitable  works,  instead  of  the  present 
system  of  levelling  unnecessary  hills,  and  cutting  up  the  country  by  making  useless  roads. 
He  (Mr.  O’Brien)  suggested  the  prudence  of  employing  the  people  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
own  lands,  and  thereby  prevent  a recurrence  of  the  melancholy  state  they  were  in  at  present, 
as  the  probability  was  they  would  be  worse  off  in  the  next  year.  It  depended  upon  the 
magistrates  and  cess-payers  which  to  go  under,  and  he  therefore  begged  to  put  the  question 
through  their  chairman. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s. 
letter. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  then  proposed  a sum  of  13,488 1.  5 s.  6 d.,  being  one-half  the  net  annual 
value,  according  to  the  poor-law  valuation,  of  the  union  within  the  bounds  of  the  barony, 
should  be  voted  for  useful  and  profitable  works,  to  be  executed  in  each  electoral  division,  to 
the  amount  of  the  proportion  of  each ; which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Government  officers  then  stated  that  they  could  not  sign  any  presentments  passed 
under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  unless  they  appeared  to  be  of  a reproductive  character,  and 
of  permanent  utility ; nor  unless  the  proprietors  of  each  electoral  division  signed  the  consent 
referred  to  in  the  clause  of  that  letter. 

A long  discussion  here  ensued  on  the  construction  of  the  letter;  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  con- 
tending that  presentments  for  useful  and  profitable  works  could  be  made  under  it. 

Archdeacon  Whitty  would  be  most  happy,  could  he  perceive  the  letter  bore  the  construc- 
tion put  on  it  by  Mr.  O’Brien ; but  he  feared  the  Commissioners  could  not  approve  of  works 
not  of  permanent  utility.  He  had  no  motive  in  view  but  to  prevent  the  danger  arising  from 
the  hopes  cherished  by  the  people  not  being  realised. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  then  read  the  letter,  and  ably  commented  on  the  several  sections  of  it,, 
u’lth  the  view  of  showing  that  useful  and  profitable  works  might  be  presented  for  without 
the  consent  he  referred  to ; and  he  stated,  he  could  not  suppose  that  Government  would  refuse 
to  sanction  the  proposed  presentments. 

Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  considered  it  a proposition  of  great  importance,  and  it  was- 
desirable  to  ascertain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  views  of  the  Government  upon  it ; as  the 
minds  of  the  people  could  not  be  too  soon  satisfied  on  so  important  a point. 

The  chairman  then  put  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  meeting  that  the 
sum  apportioned  upon  each  electoral  division  should  be  expended  upon  useful  and  profitable 
works  on  the  holdings  of  small  farmers  within  each  division ; particularly  in  making  perma- 
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uent  fences,  and  preparing  the  soil  for  the  reception  of  seed,  to  secure  food  for  the  population, 
now  in  a state  of  destitution  during  the  next  year — and  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Francis  Macnamara  Calcutt,  esq.,  j.  p.,  seconded 
by  John  O’Brien,  esq.,  j.  p.,  was  then  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  works  now  in  progress  in  the 
barony,  under  0 Sc  10  Viet.,  c.  107,  have  been  hitherto  conducted  without  a due  regard  to 
economy;  that  most  of  them  are  useless ; and  that  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  this  day- 
entered  into,  for  the  substitution  of  useful  and  profitable  works,  is  the  only  means  by  which 
the  destitute  can  be  properly  relieved,  provision  secured  for  them  in  the  next  year,  and  the 
property  of  the  country  saved  from  confiscation. 

And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  our  chairman  be  requested  to  communicate  our  sentiments 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  John  O’Brien  then  proposed,  in  his  usual  forcible  and  eloquent  language,  the  adoption 
of  a resolution,  suggesting  an  improvement  in  the  Drainage  Act,  by  which,  parties  duly 
served  with  notice,  calling  for  their  assents,  and  not  dissenting  within  a reasonable  time, 
should  be  considered  as  if  they  had  given  their  assents  ; and  being  seconded  by  Mr. 
C.  O’Brien,  same  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  next. 

4022.  Does  it  purport  to  contain  a report  of  any  meeting: — Yes;  a present- 
ment sessions,  held  at  Ennistimon,  for  the  barony  of  Corolin.  This  report,  how- 
ever, is  not  mine. 

4023.  Whose  is  it? — It  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

4024.  How  did  you  receive  the  report,  and  from  whom  ? — It  was  sent  directed 
to  Mr.  Knox,  with  a letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien. 

4025.  Who  is  Mr.  Knox  ? — The  proprietor  of  the  “ Clare  Journal.” 

4026.  Did  he  show  you  the  letter  sent  ? — He  did. 

4027.  Was  the  report  in  manuscript? — It  was. 

4028.  Do  you  know  the  handwriting  of  the  letter  or  manuscript  ? — The  hand- 
writing was  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  at  least  his  signature  was  to  it ; I can  produce  it. 

4029.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  Mr.  Higgins’s  handwriting  ? — I have  seen  it. 

4030.  Who  is  he  ? — I believe  he  holds  some  office  under  Mr.  O'Brien. 

4031.  Will  you  read  the  letter  that  accompanied  it  ? — “ Birchfield,  4 December 
1S46.  My  dear  Sir,  I send  you  a correct  report  of  the  proceedings  at  our  extra- 
ordinary sessions.  What  appeared  in  your  journal  respecting  the  Inchiquin  ses- 
sions was  in  some  respects  injuriously  incorrect,  so  far  as  I was  personally  con- 
cerned. I set  myself  right,  and  I expect  you  will,  as  an  act  of  kindness  and 
justice,  insert  this  report  in  your  next  publication.  I remain,  very  faithfully, 
yours,  Corn.  O'Brien.  J.  B.  Knox,  Esq.” 

4032.  In  whose  handwriting  do  you  believe  the  report  to  be  ? — In  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  Higgins. 

4033.  Do  you  know  what  situation  he  held  under  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I heard  he 
was  clerk  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

4034.  That  purports  to  be,  as  I understand  you,  a report,  stated  by  Mr.  O’Brien 
to  be  more  correct,  of  certain  proceedings,  than  had  previously  appeared  in  the 
“Clare  Journal”? — It  is  not  a report  of  the  same  meeting.  He  complains  of 
a former  report,  stating  it  “ was  in  some  respects  injuriously  incorrect,  so  far  as 
I was  personally  concerned.” 

4035.  In  that,  he  states,  he  gives  a more  correct  description  of  what  passed  at 
another  meeting  ? — At  a meeting,  at  which  I was  not  present,  he  complains  of  my 
report  of  a meeting  held  previously. 

4036.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  report  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting  of 
which  Mr.  O’Brien  complained  ? — I did. 

4037.  Did  you  compare  the  report  sent  in  by  Mr.  O’Brien  with  the  report 
made  by  you  of  what  he  complained  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  furnish  any  report 
of  that  meeting. 

4038.  Did  he  not  remark  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  previous  meeting? — He 
made  some  remarks,  which  were  contained  in  the  report  he  sent. 

4039.  Were  not  those  remarks  corrections  of  what  you  reported  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  referred  to  ?— Yes. 

4040.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  that  you  had  committed  an  error  in  making 
that  report  ? Not  the  slightest  reason  to  believe  it ; I am  quite  certain  I did  not*; 
I aid  not  give  a full  report,  but  what  I did  give  were  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
O’Brien. 

4041.  Was.  his  ground  of  complaint  that  you  had  suppressed  matter  that  he 
considered  of  importance? — I do  not  know  that  that  was  the  ground  of  complaint, 
but  it  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  it. 

0,105-  H h 4042.  Mr. 


Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 
2 1 May  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker.  4042.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Is  that  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  report  of  the 

10th  of  December  your  note? — I stated  the  substance  of  that  to  Mr.  Knox  who 

31  May  1847.  wrote  the  note. 

4043.  Is  it  substantially  correct? — Except  in  this  respect,  that  I would  have 
stated  in  stronger  terms  there  was  no  foundation  for  the  complaint  made  by  Mr 
O’Brien,  not  the  slightest ; because  the  expressions  that  I attributed  to  him  in 
the  report  I furnished  were  certainly  made  by  him  at  the  meeting. 

4044.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  Is  that  corrected  report  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  correct?— I 
did  not  attend  the  meeting;  the  report  was  furnished  by  Mr.  O’Brien  himself. 

4045.  You  were  not  at  the  meeting  yourself? — No;  if  I had  been  I should 
have  received  no  report  of  it  from  Mr.  O’Brien. 

4046.  You  say  you  made  that  note,  explaining  the  cause  of  the  incorrectness? 

— Explaining  the  cause  of  25  instead  of  10  per  cent.;  both  the  per  centao-es  were 
mentioned  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  I put  down  10  percent.,  when  it  appears  5 
should  have  been  put  down.  r 

4047.  You  were  at  that  meeting  r— I was;  that  is  the  report  of  which  he  com- 
plains. 

4048.  You  made  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting,  of  which  Mr. 
O’Brien  complained  in  that  corrected  report? — I did. 

4049.  Is  the  corrected  report  of  Mr.  O’Brien  correct  or  incorrect? — In  some 
respects  it  is  incorrect : he  denies  having  used  the  language  attributed  to  him  as 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Mr.  Labouchere;  I did  not  give  the  whole  of  it,  but 
what  1 did  give,  he  did  say  on  that  subject. 

4050.  By  your  giving  only  a part  of  what  he  said,  and  omitting  the  other,  is  it 
not  very  probable  that  the  context  of  the  statement  must  have  been  erroneously 
given  by  yourself? — No.  The  object  I had  in  not  giving  all  was,  that  it  would 
have  been  too  lengthened,  and  I endeavoured  to  compress  the  substance  of  what 
*ie  3^rSa?  *n  a ^6W  remar^s-  s&id  he  would  not  consider  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  Mr.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common  understanding,  if  they  did  not  pursue  a 
certain  line  of  conduct. 


4051.  Mr.  Solicitor- General,]  Is  your  report  substantially  correct  ? — It  is  sub- 
stantially correct. 

4052.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Is  Mr.  O’Brien’s  report,  in  your  opinion,  substantially 
correct  r No,  I think  not ; in  that  respect  it  is  not ; in  denying  the  expressions 
that  1 attribute  to  him  in  the  report  I made ; I had  no  object  in  view,  but  in 
giving  the  substance,  without  a lengthened  report  of  it. 

. 4053*  Oan  you  point  out  any  other  part  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  corrected  report  as 
incorrect  in  your  own  ? With  regard  to  the  name  I mentioned,  he  says  it  was 
t*ai way , the  engineer,  whose  name  he  mentioned  to  the  meeting,  and  not  Moloy; 
but  the  name  mentioned  by  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  meeting  was  Moloy. 

4°54-  Could  Mr.  O’Brien  have  any  object,  according  to  your  opinion,  in 
mentioning  one  name  instead  of  the  other  ? — I do  not  know. 

4055.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  quite  as  likely  that  Mr.  O’Brien  must  know  as 
^ e what  he  really  did  state,  as  you  who  only  reported  what  he  said  ? — He  ought  to 
tnow  it ; but  if  I hear  a name,  I take  the  report  that  enters  my  own  ears  in  pre- 
terence  to  a statement  from  any  other  gentleman. 

4056.  Do  you  not  think  yonr  ears  more  likely  to  be  in  error,  than  a statement 

made  by  the  speaker  ?-If  I had  any  doubt ; but  when  I hear  a name  audibly, 
there  can  be  no  mistake  upon  the  matter.  If  I did  not  hear  it  distinctly,  I would 
at  once  give  way.  • J 

Mwvn  ttle  ”?eti”S  no!sy  when  116  made  tie  remark  ?— It  was  very  noisy ; 
IT  k?,  j r"  a re™arks  'ltere  made  in  a very  excited  tone,  and  in  such  a manner 
manner  '°lth  fre<)“eIlt  ™iferations  from  the  meeting,  and  in  a loud,  noisy 

4058.  Do  you  not  think  that  circumstance  might  have  led  you  to  commit  an 
error  m the  names  of  the  parties  ?-I  do  not  think  I committed  an  error  in  that 
name;  if  I had  not  heard  the  name  distinctly  I might,  of  course;  but  I heard 
the  name  Moloy;  0 ’ 

i?5®'vh  ?tWJ,1Sta?ding  tlle  no!se  t*lat  took  Place  m meeting  at  the  timer 
— Notwithstanding  the  noise. 

Chairnian.]  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  when  much  excited,  speak  very  quickly 
and  thickly  r— He  did,  certainly. 

4061.  Did  not  that  make  the  expression  rather  more  difficult  to  catch  ?—  With 

regard 
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regard  to  the  names  I have  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  but  the  name  Moloy  was  men- 
tioned ; whether  he  intended  Galway  instead  of  Moloy,  I cannot  say. 

4062.  Did  you  receive  a letter,  which  you  inserted  afterwards  in  the  “ Clare 
Journal,”  of  the  3d  December,  addressed  “ Samuel  Gamble,  Esquire,  principal 
engineer,”  by  the  Rev.  John  Sheehan  ? — I did,  sir. 

[The  Letter  was  put  in  and  read,  as  follows  .•] 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir — Your  moments  of  business  are  so  occupied,  and  your  leisure  hours  so  few,  that 
it  would  be  unfair  to  trespass  much  on  one  or  the  other ; I shall  no  more  trouble  you  with 
any  of  those  communications  which  the  distressful  topics  intertwined  with  our  present 
miseries  suggested,  and  rendered,  in  a manner,  imperative.  You  were  the  connecting  link,  in 
this  district,  between  the  Government  and  the  public  in  carrying  out  the  intended  measures 
of  relief ; you  are  the  ostensible  agent  to  set  the  machinery  of  the  public  works  in  motion  in 
this  division  of  the  country ; and  hence  you  had  to  be  addressed  more  frequently,  and  in 
a tone  more  urgent  and  more  importunate  than  might  be  agreeable,  or,  considering  your 
own  restricted  powers,  to  be  wished  for. 

In,  however,  taking  leave  of  those  subjects  which  the  present  famine  has  vendered  pro- 
minent, in  bidding  adieu  to  the  concerns  of  committees,  of  engineers,  and  the  officers  of 
works,  I may  be  allowed  to  indulge  in  a few  observations  bearing  upon  my  own  position  as 
a clergyman,  and  an  ex-officio  member  of  a committee  by  the  favour,  and  the  very  con- 
descending dispensations  of  the  Government  instructions,  or  the  Board  of  Works.  This 
very  obliging  and  appreciable  privilege  the  clergyman  can  afford  to  give  back,  without 
regret,  into  the  hands  by  which  it  had  been  conferred.  At  all  times  of  the  year,  and  under 
any  circumstance,  the  priest  is  prohibited  to  mix  himself  up  too  much  and  continuously 
with  temporal  concerns ; they  are  incompatible  with  the  performance  of  the  spiritual  func- 
tions for  which  lie  received  the  imposition  of  the  bishop’s  hands.  But  in  the  holy  season  of 
Advent,  which  is  novv  approaching — a season  of  devotion  and  of  penance,  when  thecousidera- 
tions  of  earth  must  yield  to  those  of  Heaven  ; in  such  a season,  now  at  hand,  the  priest  has 
other  duties  to  perform,  and  other  obligations  to  attend  to,  far  and  away  different  from  those 
of  a worldly  tendency,  which  the  hacking  but  unavailing  business  of  relief  committees  would 
impose  upon  him.  The  warnings  of  the  Baptist,  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
and  re-echoing  in  thundering  reverberations  over  the  waters  of  the  Jordan,  striking  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  sinners ; yes,  ’tis  this  voice  of  the  Lord  upon  the  waters,  and  tearing  up  the  cedars 
of  Libanus,  must  constitute  the  leading  topic  of  the  priest’s  ministry  and  exhorting  durino- 
the  holy  times  on  which  we  are  about  to  enter.  ’Tis  the  preaching  of  penance  unto  the 
remission  of  sins,  like  St.  John  denouncing  the  brood  of  vipers  in  liis  day,  and  warning  them 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come ; ’tis  the  heavenly  teaching  of  the  blessed  precursor,  the  last 
and  greatest  of  the  prophets,  must  now  engross  the  whole  time  and  make  up  the  entire 
functions  of  the  priest;  and  the  injunctions  of  Heaven  and  exliortings  of  the  Church  must 
prevail,  and  get  precedence  in  his  regard  over  the  little  business  of  man  and  the  concerns 
of  the  world.  Besides,  in  a holier  and  a spiritual  way  he  can  encourage  and  console  the 
pauper  and  the  destitute,  whose  hard  fate  and  terrible  prospect  of  dying  of  hunger  ouo-ht  to 
make  them  weary  of  life.  He  can  breathe  words  of  hope  and  accents  of  comfort  on  the 
broken  heart ; lie  can  teach  them  that  when  sorrow  is  deepest  and  beyond  hope,  all  is  not 
lost ; that  though  the  starved  and  stricken  body  may  totter  and  fall  away,  and  die  of  want 
the  spirit  will  rise  triumphant  over  its  woes  and  afllictions,  and  fly  away  into  the  presence  of 
Him  who  made  it,  and  be  at  rest.  Thus  may  the  pastors  of  the  Church  be  now  employed, 
keeping  up  the  sinking  courage  of  the  starving  portion  of  their  flocks,  inspirin°-  them  with 
those  unearthly  consolations  which  religion  unfolds,  and  animating  them  with  the  immortal 
assurances  of  another  life,  by  contrasting  their  own  with  the  poverty  of  the  Redeemer,  who 
complained  that  the  birds  of  the  air  had  their  nest3,  and  the  wild  beast  his  lair,  but  the 
bon  of  Man  had  not  whereon  to  lay  his  head,  and  yet  His  was  the  earth  and  the  fulness 
thereof. 

But  if  there  were  no  such  religious  motives  to  influence  my  conduct  in  the  step  I have 
taken,  I could  not  possibly  remain  connected  with  a system  or  a committee,  where  uo  good 
could  be  done,  at  least  to  the  extent  that  an  honest  man  would  wish,  or  the  occasion  required. 
How  could  a man  of  feeling  consent  to  be  attending  day  after  day  in  a committee-room, 
finding  that  Ins  services  there  were  unavailing,  and  exciting  expectations  in  the  starving 
crowds  without,  tremulously  awaiting  the  result  of  each  day’s  proceeding,  with  breathless 
anxiety  and  attention,  listening  to  every  stray  whisper,  watching  every  look  of  a few  com- 
nuttee  men  as  they  go  m or  out,  to  see  if  they  have  a chance  even  at  the  eleventh  hour  of 
paced°n  “ie  w°‘'k  Iwt*,  which  to  them,  such  is  their  wretchedness,  is  the  same  as 
tne  summum  bonum  of  the  ancient  philosophers?  Who  with  a particle  of  humanity  about 
« e?cour?g®  a humbug,  a cruel  and  unpardonable,  humbug  like  this;  remaining 

till  k a reLef  committee  who  can  give  no  relief,  who  could  no  more,  after  the  fiat  of 
vlt JIS  E X g0eS  a.br°ad>  order  a half-starved  pauper  on  the  works,  than  they  could  cou- 
nTirJr  tne  man  in  the  moon,  to  inquire  what  that  nocturnal  luminary  was  made  of?  No 
pretfDSl‘T  to  character  could  be  a party  to  so  much  indecent  mockery,  while 
“ IVk  1 for  which  he  consented  to  act  as  member  is  so  much  beyond  bis  reach.  No 
safptv-viTl - S u uWIt  standmg  m society  ought  to  consent  for  a moment  to  be  the 

^ „ hiough  which  escapes  all  the  odium  deservedly  attached  to  the  present  limited, 

0,1  HH2  contracted. 


Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 


2i  May  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 


21  May  184.7. 


236 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


contracted,  ungenerous  system  of  administering  the  Government  plan  of  relief.  Let  blame 
rest  where  it  ought;  let  censure  attach  where  it  should,  and  be  placed  on  the  proper 
shoulders ; but  let  not  a few  stray  members  of  a committee  be  the  scapegoats,  and  have 
all  the  responsibility,  and  all  the  execration  of  a limping  defective  method  of  contending 
boldly  with  the  giant  progress  of  famine,  firmly  fastened  upon  them.  A few  men  meet 
gravely  in  a room  (the  multitude  all  the  while  waiting  like  “Patience  on  a monument  ” 
outside);  they  set  about  drawing  up  a memorial  to  the  Board  of  Works;  they  indite  busi- 
ness-like to  be  sure,  resolutions  to  the  engineers  ; they  come  together  again  another  day  to 
know  the  result.  There  is  an  answer  to  the  memorial  to  say,  in  the  usual  pet-word  that 
it  is  “ under  consideration  ” ; there  is  an  answer  to  the  resolutions,  that  they  are  so  much 
waste  paper  ; that  nothing  can  be  done.  The  members  look  at  one  another,  talk  a while  on 
other  subjects,  then  bid  each  other  a good  evening,  and  so  bring  the  business  of  the  day 
to  a close.  In  the  meantime  nothing  is  accomplished,  and  the  people  are  humbuo-o-ed 
deluded,  and  starved. 

How  often,  on  my  way  to  attend  a meeting  of  a committee,  am  I accompanied  to  the 
court-house  door  by  streams  of  people,  dropping  into  the  ranks,  more  numerous  than  any 
funeral  procession,  all  expecting,  of  course,  that  the  priest,  and  the  honourable  committee 
(as  they  call  it)  will  have  their  case  taken  up,  and  themselves  placed  on  the  work  lists  ? 
Among  those  numerous  expectants  there  may  be  degrees  of  poverty  ; all  may  be  said  to  be 
in  want,  but  there  are  some  invariably  so  forlorn  as  to  excite  pity  and  fears  for  their  life; 
aud  yet  when  the  prescribed  numbers  are  filled  up,  not  one  of  those  famishing  individuals 
can  the  priest  or  the  committee  get  into  the  works.  When  a man  feels  himself  thus  help- 
less, when  all  his  efforts  are  in  vain,  when  a case  of  distress  plain  and  palpable  before  his 
eyes,  is  without  a remedy,  what  alternative  has  he  but  to  break  off  indignantly  with  a nig- 
gardly system  of  relief  by  employment,  so  unworthy  of  the  Legislature  that  devised  Ft, 
and  of  the  Executive  so  miserably  and  stingily  carrying  it  into  effect? 

Some  blame  the  committee  for  this  relief  distiict,  and  say  they  are  ineffective.  There  may 
be  a want  of  vigour  or  of  zeal,  or  of  the  proper  energy  necessary  for  success  ; they  have 
not  been  so  successful  as  in  other  districts,  but  they  are  not  altogether  in  fault.  They  wrote 
to  have  more  works  opened,  but  in  vain ; they  requested  that  more  men  be  placed  on  the 
works  in  progress,  but  it  was  grudgingly  done,  and  not  at  all  according  to  the  extent 
required.  We  next  complained,  that  considering  our  vast  population,  and  amount  of  desti- 
tution prevailing,  we  had  not  our  just  proportion  of  men  employed,  compared  with  the 
numbers  at  work  in  other  relief  districts  around  us.  This  remonstrance  was  not  attended 
to.  The  maxim,  and  it  is  a just  one,  that  employment  ought  to  be  commensurate  with  the 
amount  of  distress  to  be  relieved,  was  unheeded  and  violated  in  our  regard.  We  have  more 
than  double  the  population,  and  treble  the  destitution,  of  any  other  relief  district  of  the 
barony,  and  each  of  the  others  have  nearly  as  many  at  work.  This  inequality  was  com- 
plained of  as  a grievance,  the  necessary  statements  were  made  to  the  proper  quarter,  with 
a view  of  having  it  remedied,  but  glaring  as  was  the  inequality,  and  striking  as  was  the 
injustice  referred  to,  it  is  and  will  remain  uncared  for  and  unred'ressed.  I do  not  complain 
that  others  got  too  much, — they  did  not,  or  enough, — but  I complain  that  here,  in  such  a hot- 
bed of  poverty,  we  got  so  little.  It  was  stated  in  a resolution  of  the  committee,  that  there 
was  more  of  downright  beggary  in  the  suburbs  and  lanes  of  this  town  than  could  be 
• 0ver  ai,7  °“*er  Par>sh  constituting  a portion  of  the  relief  district  of  Corcomroe. 
Attention  was  called  to  the  circumstance ; the  glaring  disproportion  of  the  parallel  was 
palpable,  and  monstrous  as  the  thing  may  appear,  it  is  likely  to  remain  so.  I see  no  indi- 
Ca\v?  °*  °Ur  • n°  ria^ecb  or  placed  in  a better  condition. 

" “en  tliere  ’sa  question  of  any  patronage  being  exercised,— of  the  appointment  of  stewards 
or  overseers,  or  of  competent  persons  to  superintend  the  works,  the  committee  have  no  voice, 
tney  are  allowed  no  discretion,  they  must  not  interfere  with  the  privilege  of  the  engineer ; 
they  are  told  they  must  not  obstruct  the  officers  of  works,  or  exercise  any  control,  one  way 
or  another,  Strangers  may  be  selected,  incompetent  persons  appointed,  according  to  the 
degree  of  favour  or  partiality  or  influence  exercised  in  their  behalf;  all  this  corruption  may 
go  on,  and  rascally  appointments  to  those  situations  take  place  in  the  face  of  public  opiuiou, 
and  the  committee  must  be  silent,  and  show  themselves  quiet  and  passive,  and  be  gentle  as 
kicking  doves,  for  fear  they  should  he  thought  in  the  least  to  obstruct  the  officers  of  works. 

Pectable  1!”t  impoverished  farmer,  with  a long  family  to  support,  who,  by-and-by, 
W ™ o W ? h‘S  r r*'”  of  those  bu>'da”S,  and  to  pay  a smart  quota  of  those  taxes, 
has  no  chance  of  any  of  those  situations  now  so  common,  while  there  is  some  more  fortu- 

.eld  or  out-door  work 
pay  their  addresses  to 


beffireC°bii^etwhrt  S°m  l "resPons'^e  stripling,  who  never  saw  any  field  or  out-door  work 
thebh™^  and  may  be  better  able  to  pay  their  addresses  to 

Why  not  give  those 


their  honors,  the  distributors  of  patronage,  the  local 


narisZnerK’elLre5tnA.0f  town>  who  years  under  Killaliy,  of  our  late 

Sdemtands  uhe[  enS,.,leer5  °?  public  works.  He,  intelligent  and  practised,  who 

”vet  atawed  rS  a£0U  -a, 0110118  lakinS  >«='».  a-d  the  otherloutine  of  road-making, 

under  ld^e’, and  kls  family  starving  ; while  others,  mere  novices,  are 

tkat  b“a“5e  he  had  ■“>  °>ie  to  make  interest  for  him,  or  exercise  in  Ins 
in W 1 What  eW°l  Wh‘Ch  “"Ta-days  » so  much  looked  for,  and  fonnd  so  very  avoil- 
slewardor  over.  h ° "?  1?teUlgent  man,  or  a tolerable  scholar,  of  being  appointed 

instruct  h?m  l,„w  , ’ °r  '*?*  °'erk’.  0r  unless  he  has  some  friendly  mentor  to 

him  see  *°  ,mt,ate  intricacies  of  diplomat/,  by  letting 

lum  see,  in  miniature,  that  there  is  a power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne  itself 
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seven  m 
as  unpaid. 


But  while  there  is  no  idea  whatever  of  consulting  tile  committee  as  to  the  fitness  and  Mr  J K w„n-.r 

competence  of  the  persons  to  be  promoted  to  those  several  situations,  for  which  there  is  such  .! L.  J 

an  eager  rush,  and  which  it  were  desirable  should  be  competently  filled,  there  is  one  spe- 
cies ot  prerogative  which  the  committee  are  condescendingly  allowed,  nay,  enjoined  to 
exercise,  that  of  furnishing  work-lists  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  purging  those  lists  lest 
any  one  should  remain  on  whose  destitution  did  not  come  up  to  the  starving  point.  ' A II 
. ® drudgery  the  committee  may  take  on  themselves,  and  the  engineers  or  inspecting  officer 
will  be  very  much  obliged.  This  nice  little  service  they  are  requested  to  perform,  to"  act  as 
spies  or  informers  over  their  wretched  neighbours,  to  examine  closely  into  the  decrees  of 
poverty  to  pry  into  the  appalling  mysteries  of  Irish  distress,  for  fear  any  one  not  iif  danger 
of  death  by  hunger  should  get  the  chance  of  a shilling  to  earn,  or  a day’s  work 

Look  to  what  has  occurred  the  other  day  in  Corofin,  as  reported  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” 

Jn  a case  of  comparison  between  two  paupers,  the  priest  said  he  would  insist  on  the  name 
already-registered  being  left  on  the  list,  and  for  daring  to  give  utterance  to  such  an  uncourtly 
expression  he  was  taken  very  pertly  to  task  by  a stranger  to  both  parties,  who  knew  as 
little  about  the  people  or  their  wants,  or  the  really  destitute  or  otherwise,  as  he  did  about 
the  amount  ot  earning  necessary  per  week  for  the  support  of  a family  of  six  or 
number,  who  have  to  buy  every  mouthful  they  eat  at  famine  price.  The  priest  wa< 
unthanked,  trudging  away  making  out  work-lists,  doing  gratis  the  business  of  a paid  officer 
and  finding  that  what  he  had  taken  pains  about  was  going  to  be  reversed,  from  a «en<e  of 
justice  and  indignant  apprehension  that  wrong  was  about  to  be  perpetrated,  in  a moment  of 
excitement,  so  natural  and  just,  lie  made  use  of  the  word  “insist  •”  for  which  he  was  smartly 
rebuked  by  a salaried  functionary,  who  at  the  same  time  remarked,  I think  unguardedly 
that  the  poor  should  not  be  allowed  to  fatten  on  the  public  money,  while  he  himself 
appeared  well-fed,  well-clad,  and  certainly  well-looking,  and  by  all  means  fattening  to  his 
heart  s content,  on  some  public  money  or  other,  to  which  the  starving  Irishman  in'bis  ra°-s 
will  have  to  contribute  his  full  share.  How  those  officials  assume  such  airs,  and  play  such 
antics  before  high  heaven,  and  how  any  body  of  men  could  bear  to  be  insulted,  and  ticked 
and  spat  upon  so  passively,  is  unaccountable  : ’tis  enough  to  beset  melancholy,  to  make  one 
despair  of  his  country,  to  disturb  the  hidden  recesses  of  the  soul,  and  stir  up  a tumult  of 
indignation  too  from  its  very  depths. 

This,  then,  is  the  species  of  service,  or  of  espionage,  members  of  a committee  are  allowed 
to  discharge.  They  may  drudge  and  toil  away,  and  pry  into  the  comparative  decrees  of 
hunger;  ot  the  most  destitute  state  of  existence  under  the  sun,  to  see  who  can  ward  off 
the  approaches  of  famine  longest,  without  danger  of  dying.  Such  is  the  power  of  our  com- 
mittees, acting  it  would  appear  on  the  principle,  that  what  in  other  countries  would  be 
extreme  misery,  is  m ours  a condition  superior  to  want.  ’Tis  admitted  that  the  pauper  in 
England  is  better  clad,  better  fed,  and  better  off  than  the  most  prosperous  of  our  cottier 
tenantry  or  small  farmers.  What  in  France  is  considered  a state  of  absolute  destitution  in 
Ireland  is  deemed  one  of  comparative  affluence ; hence  the  curse  of  provincialism  and  degra- 
dation is  so  much  upon  us,  that  the  beggars  of  the  surrounding  nations  are  comparatively 
more  comfortable  and  affluent  than  the  tenant  class  of  ours  ; and  thus  it  happens  that  relief 
committees  are  now  toiling  away  to  throw  off  the  small  farmers,  and  to  purge  the  work-lists 
of  any  such  additional  encumbrance. 

For  my  part,  I shall  never  be  a party  to  such  egregious  folly,  to  such  monstrous  injustice 
1 am  for  having  the  cottier  tenantry  particularly  befriended.  The  remarks  of  the  “ Clare 
Journal  on  the  proceedings  at  Corofin  in  defence  of  the  small  farmers,  was  the  only  con- 
sohng  point  connected  with  that  meeting.  It  is  my  decided  opiniou  that  they  should  enjoy 
r a » rT?  °f  a~y  advant;,Se  g°inS>  and  shall  I not,  by  excluding  them  from  the  benefit 
or  the  Keliet  Act,  offer  violence  to  my  conscience,  or  act  in  opposition  to  my  own  principles 
or  belie  myself;  and  hence  one  of  my  reasons  for  withdrawing  from  the  committee ; relief 
should  not  be  extended,  in  a year  of  famine,  to  the  infatuated  exclusion  of  the  most  numer- 
ous, most  useful,  and  most  industrious  class  of  society;  they  will  have  to  pay  their  full 
share  of  those  burdens,  that  is,  unless  by  neglect  they  become  pauperised,  they  must  pay 
lor  all,  they  must  refund,  in  the  shape  of  increased  taxation,  what  is  now  spent  on  useless 
works  ; and  surely  in  all  justice  and  conscience,  and  on  the  high  grounds  of  policy,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  principal  share  of  the  benefit  conferred  by  the  Relief  Act',  “ Qui 
scntit  incommodum  sentire  debut  et  commodum”  They  will  have  to  feel  the  inconvenience 
m increased  burdens,  and  surely  they  ought  to  experience  the  convenience  and  the  profit, 
ihe  inspector  of  works  or  ticket  distributor  has  directed  that  they  be  excluded.  Will  relief 
W.1™116*?  f?rget,the  claims  °f  the  tenant  class,  and  above  all,  will  the  landlords  tamely 
;°n  £ V.t tenants  vlctimized,  and  lheir  own  property  in  consequence  mouldered  to 
nothing  before  their  eyes,  and  ravelled  into  pieces. 

I am,  &c. 

IWtimon,  28  November  1846.  (signed)  john  Steehan,  p.  e. 

4063.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that?— From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan, 
from  him  D°t  80U  “,s  handwriting  ? — I have  received  three  or  four  letters 
j n0t  thVnk  11  Was  lis  own  handwriting  that  was  contained  in  it. 
ing  °t  5’  d°  y°U  ku0W  ifc  came  frorn  him  ?“ 1 received  note  accompany- 

4°o6in!?aVe  y°U  a lettCr  Which  aPPeared  in  the  “Clare  Journal”  of  17th  De- 
5-  h h 3 cember. 
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Sir.  J.  K.  Walker,  cember,  being  a letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Sheehan  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Chm 

“ Journal”? — I have. 

21  May  1847. 

[ J he  Letter  teas  put  in  and  read,  as  follows ;] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Clare  Journal. 

Dear  Sir — We  are  in  a sad  state;  the  cry  of  distress  is  on  the  breeze  ; each  o-ale  that 
blows  is  wafting  on  its  wings  the  despairing  cry  of  the  famishing  and  the  dyincr.  “fhere  is 
no  comfort,  no  hope,  no  consolation  for  us ; there  is  even  no  appearance  of  sympathy  with 
the  present  melancholy  state  of  things,  on  the  part  of  those  appointed  by  our  paternal 
Government  to  save  us  from  death,  to  secure  us  against  the  feartul  encroachments  of  the 
famine.  It  was  once  asked,  was  there  no  prophet  in  Israel,  and  the  reproach  of  the  interro- 
gatory was  great.  It  may  be  now  asked,  Is  there  no  ruling  power  in  Erin  responsible  for 
the  upholding  of  the  social  system,  and  preserving  the  lives  of  the  people?  The  story  of 
our  ruined  and  stricken  country  is  checkered  with  too  many  features  of  sadness  and  despair 
to  be  adequately  told.  The  machinery  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  combat  the  assaults  of 
death  by  starvation  is  accursed,  and  the'  curses  of  hate,  and  hisses  of  scorn,  and  the  execra- 
tion of  the  millions  against  the  stunted,  inadequate  plan  of  relief  by  road-makin°-,  may  be 
said  to  burden  the  very  winds  of  our  skies.  3 

While  engineers  and  officers  of  works  are  carring  it  away,  and  careering  about  from  one 
relief  district  to  another,  to  hold  investigations,  and  correct,  or  pretend  to  correct  the  abuses 
the  numberless,  undefinable  abuses  of  their  system — the  multitudes  are  famished  - while 
those  paid  and  proud  officials  are  thus  showing  off,  exhibiting  their  persons  and  their 
prowess,  insulting  relief  committees,  and  exercising  amongst  them  the  air  and  jurisdiction 
of  bashaws,  the  crowds  waiting  in  suspense  for  an  order  to  get  them  on  the  works  are  pinino- 
away  by  inches  with  hunger,  wasted  to  skeletons  by  the  joint  operation  of  cold  and  want 
or  food. 

The  meeting  held  here  on  yesterday  was  a singular  one ; it  was  said  to  be  for  the  purpose 
ot  investigating  charges  or  complaints  against  local  engineers.  A staff  of  officers  attended 
habited  in  coats  of  mail,  vested  to  the  chin  in  all  the  panoply  of  official  power,  and  deter- 
mined, come  what  will,  to  exercise  it  to  the  death.  They  showed  a bold  front,  appeared 
strong  and  resolute  to  uphold  whatever  was  ungracious,  whatever  was  unpardonable,  what- 
ever was  intolerable  in  the  present  supercilious  exercise  of  the  engineering  authority.  The 
inspector  of  works,  an  intrepid  fire-eater,  it  is  said,  who  would  be  more  at  home  in  the  field 
0t  ,jrf’  enJ°yuiS  ,tl)e  P°“P  and  honour  of  glorious  war,  than  in  a committee  of  relief;  who 
would  be  more  quick  at  dealing  out  slugs  and  bullets  than  work-tickets— this  paid  officer, 
in  the  performance  of  a public  duty,  told  one  of  the  committee,  and  a Member  of  Parlia- 
ment,  that  he  could  treat  Ins  observations  with  contempt.  After  exhibiting  in  this  manner, 
after  this  insult  to  a man  perhaps  more  brave  and  resolute  than  himself,  he  had  the  coolness 
to  say  that  he  kept  Ins  temper;  upon  which  another  of  the  committee  replied,  that  he  was 
the  more  dangerous  on  that  account,  and  the  more  to  be  dreaded.  The  scene  became  curi- 

sPn7imP,  Hhfv ' U faS  °ne  m/eal  llfe>  and  there  was  none  of  the  adscititious  aid  or 
ltjr  + f fictl0n  at(out  iL  A clergyman  looking  on,  a mere  silent  spectator,  wit- 
thnQ  P0r,,  llL°r  traif-0US  ?°ndu^  indulsed  in,  became  indignant,  and  remarked  that  the  official 
tfJ ZZ  S A™/?' F,°UJght  t0  be  turned  out  of  roora>  and  ^n\d  soon  suit  the 
tKi  lf  he  iad  n0t  r1e,sPected  the  law>  and  been  kept  in  check  by  his  clerical 
fnw h f l clergyman  was  told  to  hold  his  tongue,  but  he  replied  that  he  stood  there 

?f  co™nittee,  on  the  same  vantage  ground  with  the  Government  officers,  and 
would  not  be  silenced  or  put  down  like  the  priest  in  Corofin. 

hitrh  S lo,UiYier’  n°-,?°  5 n°dolldneenng  would  do  ; no  attempt  at  carrying  things  with  a 
i f r rVailU,g-  The  officials  were  raet  with  raore  I'esolution  than  was  expected; 
Members  PGnd  hi?*0!?0™™  8 m?-r  warm’  and  they  wi]I  remember  it.  Our  county 

who  are  inAr.in^  he#  wh°  are  dmng  us  £ood  service,  who  are  really  at  their  posts, 
SDiteofadver^p  ?irp°raef^e’  SOmi?  PnnciPle  utility  into  their  respective  committees,  in 
S thev  ln^rhnn^mStT-Cel‘  wh?  ar?  and  effectively  doing  their  duty  at  home, 

of  their  name  and  rZ  30  md^Pendeady  1Q  Parliament,  they  were  present,  with  the  prestige 
ab°ut?era'  What  progress  could  be  made  in  the  brow-beat- 
OT3rien  care  about  (WlHctf?  8 wd  m tbe  way ? What  did  Major  Macnamara  or  Comey 
spirits  of  their  conntv  nr  . ^ '+  ^ere  me™  of  tried  souls,  numbered  amongst  the  bravest 
iSajor  Macnamara  tL  aort“o“f  stand  ab?shed  “d  blanched  before  a fire-eater  1 Was 


to  beredressed T.  t0  Ta,‘  wb™  an  ab“se  was  *°  be  corrected,  a grievance 

ofSamfidd Blfl!  . . rt0fh5?°"  10 . maintained ? They  mistook  their  man.  The  blood 

another  St  GeorT £ SfrTlV'"  as  Pure  aad  a3  as  « when,  like 
blended  merev  a^,d  drag?,u  of 'Orangeism  m the  North,  or  when  he 


CaM?cfXv-c“nt™elrya‘  lha  DiSTin  behalf  of  hU  persecuted 

Fallon,  (who  was  insured  m tbe  s,treets  of  Sllgo,  111  the  company  of  Lieutenant 

and  backed  bv  the  Pl-ire  itriv  ®rail&emen  because  he  was  a Catholic)  he  drew  his  sword, 
trampLdnnonthenS  SCjttered-  bke  a hawk  dashiug  amongst  sparrows,  and 

forSable  Intb„?e  . ?fCa:,’fS  1°d  ^“P3111  b«otry  of  tha  ^ “ rifefso  fierce,  and  so 
poorfbrlorn  defetele.  T M tbose ‘™as  ®f  woe,  when  men’s  souls  were  tried ; ihen  the 
mJiustiJe  and  me  “ i and  P/3sa"‘  had  ba‘  Wends  to  look  to ; Uen  law. 

ardoi“rf^L“f!5? hm>“r  regard  had  quitted  the  earth  for  a time,  it  was  then,  in  the 
y » n the  invincible  impulses  of  nationhood,  the  fearless  major  stood 
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out  the  glorious  assertor  of  liberty,  the  champion  of  the  oppressed,  the  hero  of  Catholicity 
and  its  priesthood.  The  major  is  still  the  same;  when  the  opportunity  offers,  the  old  flame 
breaks  out,  no  abatement  of  the  patriotic  ardour  of  other  days,  but  feelings  and  sentiments 
with  advancing  years,  becoming  more  intensely  Irish.  Those  events  were  of  other  days,  but 
they  lost  nothing  of  their  intrinsic  substance  in  their  steep  descent  through  the  filtrations  of 
time ; they  should  not  be  forgotten  by  Irishmen,  or  they  would  deserve  the  imprecations  of 
the  prophet,  “ If  I forget  thee,  Jerusalem,  may  my  right  hand  be  forgotten.” 

Mr.  O’Brien  is  a man  of  equal  intrepidity  and  determination,  equally  determined  to  repel 
aggression,  to  maintain  a point  of  honour  if  attacked.  Conscious  of  doing  all  the  good  in 
his  power,  and  exerting  every  service  he  is  capable  of,  in  or  out  of  committee,  to  enable  the 
people,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to  wade  through  the  present  crisis,  how  annoying  it  must  be  to 
such  a man  to  be  buffeted  by,  and  experience  even  a want  of  courtesy  at“the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment officials,  in  the  doing  of  whose  business  and  helping  it  on  he  was  givino1  so  much 
useful  and  eflicient  co-operation.  Such  men  then  could  not  be  put  down,  and  iifconiino-  in 
collision  with  them,  the  servants  of  the  Board  of  Works  must  have  placed  themselves  in  a 
false  position.  In  encountering  such  men,  they  had  something  more  than  a poor  priest  to 
deal  with.  In  their  respective  committees  those  gentlemen  made  seme  progress  towards 
pushing  on  works,  and  getting  the  people  employed  in  their  own  relief  districts! 

As  Members  of  Parliament  their  influence  was  set  at  nought ; it  was  given  to  the  winds. 
They  could  not  even  appoint  a steward  or  check-clerk,  or  gangsman  ; that  would  be  inter- 
fering, to  be  sure,  with  the  ofiicers  of  works.  But  as  country  gentlemen,  they  made  it  a point 
that  their  efforts  should  not  be  entirely  useless,  and  their  immediate  localities  are  compara- 
tively well  off.  But  here  in  this  immense  relief  district  of  Kilmanaheeii  and  Clouny,  I had  no 
such  assistance ; I was  contending  single-handed  to  get  the  starving  hundreds  going  about 
idle,  and  having  nothing  to  eat,  employed.  I was  defeated  and  worsted  in  every  attempt  to 
get  more  work,  more  destitution  relieved.  Beaten  and  bothered,  and  helpless,  and  called 
away  to  my  own  avocations  as  a priest,  I withdrew  slowly  and  sullenly  from  the  committee  ; 
and  though  I could  not  boast  of  the  chivalry  of  any  of  the  heroes  of  Homer,  I retired,  still 
fighting  with  my  face  to  the  enemy. 

What  is  to  be  done  ? Let  useful  works  be  got  on  with;  that  won’t  be  allowed.  Let  all 
the  people  who  are  calling  for  work  be  employed,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  prolong  life; 
the  engineers  won't  allow  it;  it  would  interfere  with  their  statistical  tables;  it  would  derange 
the  doctrine  of  statistics,  and  therefore  the  people  must  be  left  to  starve.  Our  meetings 
are  terminating  in  nothing ; they  excite  expectations,  and  bring  the  hungry  crowds  together 
from  all  parts  around,  thinking  surely  that  they  will  get  work.  Those  meetiugs  to  'purge 
away  abuses,  and  put  a stop  to  them  (which  can’t  be  done),  are  worse  than  useless,  they  a°e 
mischievous ; they  are  exciting  a party  feeling,  they  are  assuming  a party  sectarian  com- 
plexion where  there  was  no  such  thing  known  before.  They  are  attended  with  little  party 
jealousies  and  bickerings  ; they  are  dwindling  into  unhappy  scrapes  and  differences.  The 
plague  spot  of  sectarian  bitterness  is  beginning  to  break  out,  and  the  impress  of  party  spirit 
and  animosity  is  very  nearly  stamped  upon  them.  On  the  one  side  are  the  engineers  and 
other  officials,  with  the  few  w ho  take  their  part  and  side  with  them ; on  the  other  stand  our 
county  Members,  the  Catholic  priesthood,  and  the  people. 

Those  are  incipient  indications  of  a growing  evil ; where  is  it  to  end?  Like  every  other 
misfortune,  it  has  derived  its  origin  from  the  most  paltry  and  defective  system  of  relief  which 
could  be  devised,  to  enable  an  entire  couutry  to  pass  through  the  most  awful  visitation  which 
God  in  his  mercy  could  inflict  on  the  world.  Things  were  in  a melancholy  state  enouoh 
before  ; the  sadness  of  our  condition  has  gone  abroad  on  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  and  lias 
gathered  aid  and  sympathy  towards  us  from  distant  parts  of  the  globe.  Subscriptions  are 
set  on  foot,  and  contributions  forwarded  for  our  benefit  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth;  add 
to  this  the  breaking out  of  the  fell  spirit  of  sectarian  jealousy-  and  party  distinctions,  and  the 
cup  ot  our  sorrow  is  filled  up.  What  is  to  be  done  to  remedy  so  great  a misfortune  ? Dean 
Swift,  in  his  day,  conceived  a great  hatred  of  bankers.  He  fancied  they  were  a good  deal 
the  cause  of  the  poverty  of  his  country  (for  Ireland  is  always  poor),  and  he  proposed,  as 
some  remedy,  that  half-a-dozen  of  bankers  should  be  taken  and  hanged.  I was  thinking  it 
would  be  a good  plan,  if  early  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  some  honourable  Member 
moved  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  hangup,  or  at  any  rate  to  transport  half-a-dozen  of  engineers 
and  check-clerks  in  each  barony,  and  continue  the  process  every  three  months,  until  the 
country  got  altogether  rid  of  the  nuisance. 

Can  any  one  tell,  or  even  give  a shrewd  guess,  why  it  is  that  these  engineers  have  such  a 
f error  employing  those  starvelings,  who  have  no  other  look-out  to  prevent  their  dying  of 

nunger  . \V  hy  is  it  they  are  so  sensitive  to  pain  when  asked,  to  employ  all  those  in  need  of 
it,  and  when  told  that  without  some  earning  on  the  public  works  they  will  surely  perish  ? It 
is  the  same  as  putting  a finger  in  their  eye  to  ask  them  to  add  one  more  to  the  work-lists. 

’s  cun0l*s  to  see  how  they  writhe  and  feel  pained  when  told  that  more  works  must  he 
p ne  , and  that  there  is  still  need  of  more  employment.  I wish  the  doctrine  of  mes- 
lisrn  may  be  true,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Kenyon’s  arguments  to  the  contrary.  It  would  now 
^ jSe‘,  r^*103e  eng*neers  might,  by  some  clever  hand,  be’'  thrown  into  the 
s e’  ? . “*en  they  would  not  feel  the  pain  of  the  operation  while  the  hungry 
attemnt  tn  Je[e  kei°g  got  on  the  works.  Without  meaning  to  argue  with  Mr.  Kenyon,  or 
J:;™!  t0 ^slodge  him  from  the  impregnable  position  he  has  taken  against  the  truth  of  mes- 
°Pe  . may  relax  a moment,  and  allow  the  mesmerisers  their  own  way ; it  would 
LITm.w'T  gnmaces  and  ugly  contortions  of  those  functionaries ; in  the  mesmeric  trance 
j 0 d be  operated  on  safely,  and  the  aged,  infirm  parent,  and  half-starved  widow,  could 
°-105-  H H a then 


Mr.  J.  K.  Waller . 


21  May  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker.  then  get  their  children  employed.  I have  often  heard  of  the  difficulty  to  be  encountered  ia 

the  process  of  canonization  at  Rome.  It  is  a thing  so  difficult  that  it  is  supposed  to  be  next 

Mav  i847  to  a miracle  to  establish  the  claims  of  sanctity,  or  to  get  a saint  canonized  there.  All  that 

‘ J has  been  said  about  it  I believe  to  be  very  true.  The  severity  of  the  scrutiny  is  so  remark- 

able that  it  has  excited  the  surprise  of  all  those  who  ever  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  sub- 
ject. But  the  difficulty,  great  as  it  may  appear,  vanishes  and  becomes  a matter  of  easy 
accomplishment  compared  to  the  difficult  tug  in  earnest  of  getting  a poor  person  on  the  work- 
lists,  when  once  the  defined  number  is  filled  up,  unless  the  engineer  is  in  good  humour,  or 
predisposed  to  listen  to  your  request.  Talk  of  an  impossibility,  a thing  that  is  impracticable, 
that  cannot  be  done,  or  permitted,  or  allowed— your  impossibilities  are  nothing  contrasted 
with  the  difficulty  of  sending  a pauper  on  the  works,  unless  it  be  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
engineer.  Let  the  petitioner  for  work  be  ever  so  forlorn,  it  won’t  do  ; he  is  starving,  it  won’t 
do;  he  is  living  on  cabbage  leaves,  it  won’t  do ; he  goes  to  bed  supperless,  it  won’t  do; 
every  remonstrance  and  representation  is  useless  ; unless  it  be  the  will  of  the  officers  of  the 
works,  there  is  no  chance,  no  hope  of  aid  or  employment,  unless  it  squares  with  their  caprice 
or  volition. 

Thus,  amid  the  dread  visitations  of  Heaven,  in  a fearful  transition  from  one  state  of  society 
to  another,  in  the  depths  of  a crisis  that  will  be  long  remembered  in  Erin,  are  we  in  the 
hands,  and  completely  at  the  mercy  of,  paid  officials  and  inspectors  of  works,  who  seem  to 
care  not  a rush  about  the  distress  they  witness,  and  who  look  at  the  mass  of  misery  they  meet 
with  in  their  excursions  with  as  little  concern  as  a surgeon  accustomed  to  the  knife  exhibits 
in  cutting  off  a diseased  limb,  or  operating  on  a dead  subject  in  the  dissecting-room.  Is  not 
this  plan  of  relief,  this  revision  of  work-lists,  this  selection  of  paupers  whose  case  is  in  the 
extreme,  and  who  come  up  to  the  mark,  to  the  starving  point ; is  not  such  a system,  so  paltry, 
so  encumbered,  so  defective,  yes,  and  so  grudging ; is  it  not  to  be  abominated,  deserving 
of  hatred,  and  unworthy  of  a great  and  powerful  Government,  which  constitutes  one  of  the 
five  powers  of  Europe?  Is  it  not  a wretched,  inhuman,  paltry  system  of  relief  as  adminis- 
tered by  a Government  the  most  powerful  on  earth,  whose  empire  takes  in  all  points  of  the 
compass,  and  all  the  extremes  of  heat  and  of  cold  whose  wealth  is  boundless,  whose  trade 
and  commerce  know  no  limits,  whose  fleets  and  armies  are  invincible,  whose  steamers  waft 
the  merchandize  of  the  earth,  and  whose  protocols  and  diplomatic  relations  affect  the  legis- 
lation of  the  two  hemispheres  of  which  this  globe  is  composed  ? 

We  have  at  least  1,000  yet  unemployed  and  demanding  work.  Let  not  the  engineers  lay 
the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that  they  have  gone  far  enough,  that  they  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  that  employment  is  co-extensive  with  the  wants  to  be  relieved.  What  diabolical 
agency  is  stopping  the  presentments?  What  sinister  influence  is  standing  between  us  and 
the  different  works  presented  for  and  passed  ? Are  engineers  to  be  the  arbiters  of  our  fate  ? 
Is  the  Board  of  Works  to  doom  us  to  destruction,  and  quiet  the  cries  for  food  in  the  silence 
of  the  grave?  Many  have  already  died,  and  are  dying  on  the  works.  They  are  sinking 
fast  beneath  the  exhaustion  of  hunger  and  the  effects  of  cold.  Frost  and  snow  and  drizzling 
rains,  and  piercing  colds,  acting  on  empty  stomachs,  are  already  telling  with  woful  precision, 
and  mowing  down  hundreds  into  the  tomb.  In  a few  months  more  many  may  not  remain 
to  be  relieved.  Is  it  not  then  a blue  look-out  to  be  looking  for  work-tickets,  and  worse 
weather  coming  on,  and  still  greater  cold,  and  perhaps  harder  and  more  nipping  frosts  and 
snows.  It  can’t  be  helped ; it  is  a matter  of  life  and  death,  it  is  a terrible  struggle  for 
existence,  it  is  the  instinct  of  self-preservation.  By  getting  on  the  works  they  may  escape 
death  by  cold,  though  badly  fed,  and  badly  clad,  and  they  hazard  the  experiment.  By 
remaining  idle  there  is  no  escaping  the  grasp  of  famine. 

I am,  &c. 

John  Sheehan,  p.  p. 

Ennistimon,  11  December  1840. 

4067.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Were  those  answers  to  any  other  letters? — 
No ; written  relative  to  the  state  of  the  districts  in  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan 
resided  ; there  were  some  remarks  made  in  the  paper  on  some  of  those  letters 
which  were  published  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan. 

4068.  Subsequent  to  the  publication  ? — Subsequent  to  the  publication. 

4069.  Chairman .]  Do  you  put  in  another  letter  to  the  editor  of  the  “ Clare 
Journal,”  and  inserted  in  the  paper  of  the  25th  February  ? — I do. 

[The  Letter  was  put  in,  and  read :] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Clare  Journal. 

Ennistimon,  22  February  1847- 

Dear  Sir, — The  long-wished  for  Parliament,  assembled  at  last,  is  debating  away  night 
after  night,  pouring  out  interminable  speeches,  talking  over  all  manner  of  things,  and,  almr 
all,  what  is  yet  done  to  stop  the  ravages  of  the  famine  in  Ireland  ? Never  did  the  conspira- 
tors, who  thirsted  after  the  blood  of  Caesar,  look  forward  more  impatiently  to  the  Ides  of 
March,  than  the  Irish  people  waited  for  the  coming  of  the  19th  of  January,  as  the  period 
which  was  to  check,  in  some  measure,  the  calamity  that  has  afflicted  our  devoted  country 
from  sea  to  sea,  from  one  extremity  to  the  other.  The  Ides  of  March  brought  no  deliver- 

D auce- 
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ance  to  Rome,  the  death  of  the  Dictator  no  comfort  or  hope ; for  it  was  succeeded  by  j,ir<  j _ Walker. 

gloomier  prospects ; by  the  oppressive  tyranny,  the  murderous  triumvirate  of  Octavius,  of 

Mark  Antony,  and  Lepidus.  The  desperate  resolve  of  the  fearless  soul  of  Cassius,  the  ai  ^Iav  184-. 

devoted  patriotism  of  Brutus,  in  forcing  private  gratitude  to  yield  to  his  love  of  the  Com-  ' ‘ 

monwealth,  proved  fruitless  ; the  liberties  of  Rome,  tottering  before,  fell  altogether,  as  it 

were,  in  sacrifice  to  the  dauntless  spirit  that  crossed  the  Rubicon,  and  the  best  blood  of  the 

Romans  was  offered  to  the  manes  of  the  couqueror  of  the  world,  of  the  murdered  hero  of 

Gaul  and  of  Britain. 

Well,  the  Imperial  Parliament  assembled  in  full  conclave,  is  now  a full  month  deliberating, 
exercising  its  collective  wisdom,  and  putting  forth  its  undisputed  omnipotence;  and  what 
good  has  been  accomplished ; what  blessed  results  have  come  of  it ; what  glorious  conse- 
quences have  followed  as  the  fruit  of  its  deliberations  ? Are  the  pangs  of  hunger  no  longer 
felt  ? Is  the  tear  of  distress  dried  up  ? Are  the  sighs  of  the  hopeless  victims  of  starvatfon 
hushed,  and  their  wants,  by  the  merciful  agency  of  Parliamentary  interference,  transformed 
into  plenty  ? Is  the  rate  of  mortality  on  the.  decrease  ? Have  the  churchyards— the  deposi- 
tories of  the  dead— been  less  frequented  ?— Is  the  coffin  trade  (where  they  can  be  bought 
at  all)  less  flourishing,  or  even  a single  death  of  dire  want  prevented  ? ‘Are  corn  depots 
established,  as  was  anticipated  ? Is  the  earth  ransacked  for  provisions,  as  was  expected  ? 

Is  food  made  cheap  ? Are  the  markets  reduced  ? Are  the  corn  monopolists,  the  wicked 
speculators  on  human  life,  who  are  devoid  of  mercy  to  their  fellow-man,  and  cannot  expect 
it  from  Heaven,  are  those  harpies,  bloated  on  human  flesh,  amassing  wealth  immense  over 
the  heaps  of  the  dead  and  dying,  are  they  brought  to  a sense  of  duty  ? Is  their  monopoly 
put  a stop  to,  their  occupation,  like  that  of  Othello,  yet  gone,  or  their  sacra  fames  auri, 
their  abominable  speculation  snaffled  by  legislative  enactments  ? ’Tis  no  such  thing.  Go 
out  on  the  highways,  and  look  at  the  countenances  of  the  famished  multitudes,  wan  and 
emaciated,  and  turning  black,  and  you  will  find  that  nothing  is  yet  done  to  arrest  the  spread 
and  dread  consequences  of  the  famine.  Go  into  the  public  streets,  and  the  walking  spectres, 
reduced  to  skeleton  dimensions  by  cold  and  want  of  food,  will  proclaim  that  Parliament  is 
not  doing  its  duty.  Go  on  the  public  works,  and  see  the  thousands  half  naked  and  half 
starved,  endeavouring  to  stand  out  the  day  in  cold  and  wet,  with  emptv  stomachs,  and 
drooping  spirits,  and  tottering  bodies,  presenting  the  appearances  of  death,  though  living; 
look  on  all  this,  and  you  can’t  but  exclaim,  “ What  sort  of  a country  is  it.?  what  sort  of  a 
Government  do  we  live  under”?  Go  into  their  cabins,  and  see  how  it  fares  with  them 
there,  whole  families  sick  and  huddled  together,  without  covering,  on  a little  damp  straw ; 
see  the  misery,  the  destitution  reigning  in  "those  abodes;  some  dying,  some  dead,  none  to 
give  drink  to  the  living ; none  to  remove  away  the  dead  before  putrefaction  begins  ; behold 
the  wretched  inmates  thus  plunged  in  woe,  and,  like  Alp,  the  renegade,  fainting  on  seeino- 
the  wolf  and  night-bird  preying  on  the  heaps  of  slain,  you  will  turn  away  disgusted,  out  o°f 
conceit  with  yourself  and  with  the  world,  and  cry  shame  on  the  Government  and  the  laws 
under  which  such  a state  of  society  could  have  ever  existed. 

No,  we  have  experienced  no  cessation  of  the  public  calamity  since  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liament. On  the  contrary,  the  evil  is  increasing,  assuming  a deadlier  and  more  malio-nant 
form.  There  are  more  deaths  since  the  beginning  of  this  month  than  happened  doubfe  the 
length  of  time  since  the  famine  begun.  The  rate  of  mortality  is  greater  than  during  the 
worst  days  of  the  cholera.  Dysentery  and  inflammations  and  colds,  contracted  on  the  public 
works,  and  want  of  the  necessary  support,  are  telling  with  woful  precision  on  the  famished 
multitudes,  and  are  altogether  the  consequences  of  the  raging  famine  which  is  rei^nino- 
uncontrolled,  and  fearfully  mowing  down  its  victims.  The  Catholic  clergy  of  this  locality 
have  been  obliged,  in  a great  measure,  to  withdraw  from  the  relief  committees ; they  are 
eternally  on  the  move,  either  on  foot  or  on  horseback.  They  had  to  give  up  every  other 
duty  and  avocation,  to  attend  to  the  sick  and  dying,  and  in  many  instances  cannot  at- 
riniely  enough  all  the  sickly,  fever-stricken  objects  of  their  ministrations,  the  ravages 
of  death,  attendant  on  the  famine,  are  so  sudden,  so  frequent,  and  so  overwhelming.  Never 
were  glowing  expectations  doomed  to  more  bitter  disappointment  than  ours  since  the  19th  of 
January  last;  never  were  the  fond  visions  of  approaching  relief  more  blasted  ; never  were  the 
anticipations  of  an  entire  people  more  unfounded ; never  were  great  hopes  withered  with  a 
more  fatal  blight. 

• . " ^a<j  become  of  us  ? “ There  is  no  peace  for  the  wicked,”  saith  the  Lord  ; and  what 
is  equally  fatal,  there  is  no  respite  from  the  sufferings,  no  effective  barrier  against  the  further 
calamities  of  Ireland,  says  the  English  Ministry.  The  horizon  of  Irish  misery  is  getting 
goonner,  mo,e  more  saddening  every  day-.  I have  to  declare  the  melancholy  fact, 
tnat  m those  parishes  alone  with  which  I am  connected,  the  deaths  from  cold,  and  want  of 
sufficient  nourishment,  average  from  80  to  100  each  month.  No  later  than  last  week,  it, 
me •parish  of  Clouny,  the  husband  and  wife  and  child  died  in  one  night,  in  one  bed,  unknown 
10  uieir  next  neighbours,  of  inanition,  brought  on  gradually  from  insufficiency  of  food . There 
7 300  *umi  !f.s  111  t ns  dlstnct  oa  the  brink  of  starvation,  while  several  hundred  more 
!L„,°i  er  mo.nth  "allnot  be  much  better  oft';  and  yet,  amid  all  this  aggregate  of  woe  and 
a ion,  an  rum,  there  are  no  outrages  committed  on  persons  or  property:  there  is  a 
which  the  stranger  cannot  appreciate,  and  at  which  those  who  are  so 
to  14  f?e  scarcely  surprised.  Why,  in  England  such  things  would  not  hare 
in  a^dav  S°  mUC  1 Jai'bnnsm  would  not  have  existed,  without  bringing  about  a revolution 

workhouse,  built  for  the  accommodation  of  600,  sometimes  contains  800  paupers ; in 
-pital  where  there  are  only  30  beds,  there  are  65  fever  patients.  What  then  is  to  become 
0-1  °5-  I I 1 of 
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Mr.  J.  K.  Walker. 
ai  May  1847. 


of  the  numerous  applicants  for  admission  ? There  is  no  room  for  them ; the  healthy  cannot 
o-et  on  the  public  works,  and  when  struck  down  with  famine  fever  there  is  no  place  to  receive 
them  ; there  is  no  hope,  no  asylum  for  them  ; no  alternative  in  the  world  but  to  lie  down 
and  die.  If  it  failed  them  to  procure  sustenance  while  they  enjoyed  health  and  strength, 
what  will  become  of  them  during  the  interval  of  sickness  ? In  health  they  cannot,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  set  on  the  public  works  ; in  sickness  they  are  not  looked  after,  or  cared 
for  either,  so  that  in  sickness  or  in  health,  they  are  equally  miserable;  equally  forlorn; 
equally  the  victims  of  helplessness  and  despair ; equally  excluded  from  the  advantages  of 
the  Relief  Act,  or  the  protection  of  the  State.  Is  any  country  on  earth  so  situated,  any 
other  land  under  the  sun  so  fertile,  so  abounding  in  natural  advantages,  and  yet  whose 
inhabitants  are  so  wretched,  so  woe-begone,  so  ruined  ? How  could  they  be  attached  to  life 
on  such  conditions  ? How  could  even  the  beautiful  fancy  of  Moore  reconcile  them  to  the 
<C  blest  power  of  sunshine,”  or  its  genial  balm  or  rays,  or  persuade  them  that  to  feel  it  is  such 
real  bliss,  that  had  the  world  no  other  joy,  it  were  too  exquisite, 

“ For  man  to  leave  it  for  the  gloom, 

The  deep  cold  shadow  of  the  tomb.” 

Yet  are  not  the  poor  happier  in  that  tomb,  with  its  deep  cold  shadow  ? They  have  rest 
in  the  grave— they  are  beyond  the  reach  of  hunger  and  cold.  They  were  sacrificed  to  expe- 
diency—to  political  economy — to  statistical  calculation.  ’T  would  cost  the  State  too  much 
to  preserve  their  lives,  and  they  were  allowed  to  die ; it  would  derange  the  financial  arrange- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  cause  a deordination  of  the  public  funds,  and  they  were  left 
to  their  fate.  Thousands  have  passed  away  already  to  their  final  resting  place.  May  that  rest 
be  eternal ! They  are  no  longer  concerned  about  the  issue  of  the  Poor  Relief  Bill,  or  left  in 
suspense  under  the  pious  solicitude  of  the  Board  of  Works,  or  inspecting  officers,  or  civil 
engineers ; they  died  of  cruel  neglect,  of  the  sheerest  want ; they  died  still  without  a murmur, 
wifhout  a groan  over  their  untimely  lot.  The  death-scenes  of  those  couutless  multitudes 
were  not  embittered  with  imprecations  on  the  cruelty  that  oppressed  them ; the  spirit  of 
religion  annihilated  all  enmity  in  the  heart,  and  the  power  of  the  Cross  triumphed  over  the 
feelings  of  nature.  They  invoked  no  vengeful  maledictions,  for  they  knew  that  vengeance 
was  not  theirs,  but  the  Lord’s.  Yet,  because  they  were  not  vindictive,  will  not  their  blood 
cry  to  Heaven  for  vengeance  the  less  on  that  account.  Their  luxury  was  the  dry  potato  ; 
’tvvas  their  only  support ; they  were  satisfied  with  it ; the  Almighty  was  pleased  to  take  it 
from  them;  the  State  refused  to  supply  any  substitute,  and  they  perished.  Pelted  to  and 
fro  by  tlie  ceaseless  storms  of  adversity,  until  the  grand  catastrophe  overtook  them ; they 
escaped  from  existence  in  the  final  sleep,  calm  and  sweet  as  the  honey  hidden  in  the  trunk 
of  the  oak,  buffeted  by  the  wild  howlings  of  the  tempest.  There  is  no  lamentation,  no 
funeral  note  so  absorbing  and  sublime  as  the  present  affliction.  They  poured  out  their  souls 
to  God  amidst  the  wreck  of  all  earthly  hopes,  ’midst  privations  the  most  horrifying, 
invoking  on  all  mankind  the  mercy  which  they  hoped  for  themselves.  At  the  extraordinary 
sessions^  held  here  last  September,  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  the  magistrates  and  cess- 
payers,  impressed  with  a sense  of  the  danger  that  surrounded  them,  and  actuated  by  the 
noblest  motives  of  humanity,  generously  passed  works  to  the  amount  of  44,000 1.  for  this 
barony.  At  the  second  sessions,  in  about  three  months  after,  only  1 1,000 1,  just  one-fourth 
were  expended;  the  rest  was  saved,  and  the  saving  is  held  up  as  a set-off  against  the  lives 
of  the  people.  If  this  amount  were  laid  out  on  useful  works,  or  in  auy  way  at  all,  they 
would  not  have  died.  The  Board  of  Works  would  not  sanction  such  an  amount,  such 
a large  outlay,  in  their  horror  of  overtaxing,  thus  signing  the  death  warants  of  some  hun- 
dreds; and  this  is  called  acting  cautiously,  and  termed  political  economy.  Curse  on  this 
caution  and  this  economy.  ’Tis  cruel  as  was  the  wrath  of  some  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  tis 
hardhearted,  ’tis  base.  Is  it  not  melancholy  to  think  that  our  population  should  be  so 
fearfully  thinned  under  the  operation  of  so  much  statistical  guilt;  under  the  infliction  of  this 
earthly  cold-blooded  wisdom.  Its  atrocity  is  hardly  strong  enough  described  by  the  Prophet 
Joel:  “ Hear  this  ye  old  men,  and  give  ear  all  ye  inhabitants  of  the  land ; did  this  ever 
happen  in  your  day,  or  in  the  days  of  your  fathers”  ? 

The  magistrates,  then,  are  not  to  blame ; the  cess-payers  are  not  to  blame.  The  murder 
of  our  neighbours  must  be  traced  to  other  sources.  Capt.  Wynne  has  made  it  his  boast 
that  he  kept,  or  endeavoured  to  keep,  the  expenditure  of  the  baronies  within  proper  bounds. 
May  God  forgive  him.  If  be  is  susceptible  of  the  love  of  his  neighbour,  of  his  fellow-man 
at  all,  be  cannot  expect  the  gratulations  of  his  conscience  for  so  acting.  How  scrupulous 
he  was  about  preserving  the  balance  of  taxation  and  the  interests  of  property,  and  not  dis- 
turbing much  the  usual  fiscal  arrangements.  Why  did  he  not  lean  to  the  weaker  side ; wiiy 
not  incline  a little  to  the  side  of  mercy  ? Property  is  able  to  take  care  of  itself.  Why  dia 
he  not  act  on  the  sentiment,  on  the  philanthropic  principle  so  fearlessly  enunciated  m tue 
second  last  number  of  the  “ Clare  Journal.”  “ If  there  must  be  no  alternative  between  tue 
risk  of  property  being  confiscated,  and  turning  the  country  into  one  vast  slaughter-house, 
welcome  confiscation  ; let  it  do  its  worst ; but  let  the  destruction  of  life  be,  by  all  means, 
prevented.”  Little  did  he  know  or  feel  the  wretchedness  that  reigns  universal.  Little  idea 
had  lie  of  the  many  families,  averaging  from  4 and  5 to  9 and  1 0 in  number,  living  on 
10  d.  a day,  the  hire  only  of  one,  and  the  price  of  meal  so  high  as  3 s.  (5cZ.  a stone.  Lit  e 
did  he  consider  how  many  worked  on  the  road  whole  days  fasting  or  pondering  over 
hardship  of  making  the  food  of  two  or  three  days  suffice  for  the  seven  days  of  the  wee  - 
What  cared  he  but  to  earn  the  thanks  of  his  employers,  to  be  held  up  as  the 
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faithful  servant  by  his  cheeking  the  life-saving  circulation  of  money,  and  applying  the  mini- 
mum of  expenditure  to  the  utmost  extent  that  misery  could  reach.  What  sort  of  a system 
of  relief  is  this  under  which  a public  functionary  goes  about  hectoring,  and  bullying-,  and 
abusing  relief  committees,  and  causing  some  disturbance  everywhere  he  went,  until  his  ser- 
vices in  Clare  were  wound  up  by  calumniating  the  county,  and  belieing  our  County  Mem- 
bers. And  for  this  he  has  his  reward.  He  received  the  Thanks  of  the  Saxon  Government, 
the  applause  of  the  base,  brutal,  and  bloody  Whigs. 

The  Treasury  Minutes  are  to  be  rigidly  enforced  ; the  plan  of  exclusion  to  be  still  more 
stringent ; that  is,  the  grave-yards  must  be  more  and  more  tenanted,  and  their  boundaries 
enlarged.  The  small  tenants  are  now  reduced  to  the  state  of  paupers  themselves.  In  this 
relief  district  no  landlord  has  looked  after  them,  and  the  Government  officers  have  excluded 
or  are  excluding  them  wherever  they  could ; and  the  result  is  that  they  are  beggared  and 
their  affairs  ruined.  Their  little  stock  is  going  fast ; the  grain  intended  for  seed  is°  long  ago 
consumed.  There  is  no  tillage  going  on,  or  any  chance  of  it.  They  have  no  seed  to  put  in. 
the  earth,  and  nothing  to  eat  if  they  commence  their  own  work  ; and  how,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, can  their  gardens  be  cultivated  ? How  many  a cottier  tenant  may  now  exclaim, 
with  Cincinnatus  of  old,  when  called  away  from  his  little  farm  to  head  the  Roman  armies’ 
he  said  to  his  wife,  “ Alas,  my  Atilla,  I dread  that  for  this  year  our  little  garden  must 
remain  untilled.” 

In  the  meantime  engineers  are  busily  engaged  ; the  unproductive  works  are  still  progress- 
ing ; the  high  roads  and  thoroughfares  are  spoiled ; the  labour  of  the  poor,  the  only  capital 
of  the  country,  is  turned  away  from  the  usual  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  exhausted  in  lower- 
ing hills  and  raising  hollows ; in  making  gullets  and  erecting  breast-works  that  ouly  hold 
for  a few  weeks ; in  building  fences  and  parapet  walls,  and  letting  them  fall  again,  and  this 
is  called  a system  of  relief,  the  best  that  could  be  devised  for  the  purpose : this  is  termed 
English  legislation. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Sheehan,  p.  p. 

4070.  Mr.  fE.  Jf  illiams.]  Are  there  any  other  letters  besides  those  you  have 
put  in  r — 1 think  there  were  several. 

4°7E  Chairman.']  Did  you  make  a note  of  the  investigation  at  Ennistimon  on 
the  10th  December? — I did. 

4072.  In  the  same  way  as  the  other  matters  you  reported  ? — The  very  same. 

4073.  Did  you  destroy  your  notes  upon  that  occasion,  the  same  as  the  other 
notes  : — I did,  the  very  same. 

4074.  Had  you  been  informed,  or  had  you  any  reason  to  expect  you  would  be 
called  upon,  on  some  future  occasion,  to  produce,  as  evidence,  the  report  of  what 
occurred  at  that  meeting — Not  the  slightest  reason  to  suppose  X should  ever  be 
called  upon  : had  I had  the  least  notion  of  the  kind,  or  suspected  it,  I should 
have  preserved  my  notes,  of  course. 

4075.  Did  you  make  your  note  of  that  meeting  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness, the  same  as  at  other  meetings  at  which  you  attended  on  behalf  of  your 
paper? — I did. 

4076.  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  after  the  report  of  the  investigation  on  the  10th 
December,  and  after  it  appeared  in  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  write  to  the  editor, 
complaining  of  its  being  incorrect  and  partial — He  did. 

4077.  Have  you  got  that  letter?— I have  not  got  the  letter,  but  I have  a copy 
of  the  journal  in  which  it  appears. 

4078.  Will  you  put  in  a copy  of  the  journal  containing  the  report  of  which 
Mr.  O’Brien  complained  ? — I do. 

[The  Letter  was  put  in,  and  readf] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Clare  Journal. 

Sie,— I read  in  your  journal  the  report  of  the  proceedings  supposed  to  have  taken  place  at 
Ennistimon  on  Thursday  last,  I cannot  say  with  surprise,  but  certainly  with  regret.  It  reads 
very  smoothly,  indeed  too  smoothly;  but  I can  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  impartial 
person,  that  it  contains  much  that  never  occurred,  and  suppresses  what  really  took  place. 

1 can  do  so,  not  only  by  the  evidence  of  several  respectable  and  disinterested  gentlemen 
present,  but  by  an  acturate  note  taken  by  a person  whom  I deemed  it  necessary  to  employ- 
on  the  occasion.  It  may  not  appear  strange  to  an  ordinary  reader,  unacquainted  with  the 
tactf>  , your  reporter,  who  purports  to  give  the  substance  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters,  had 
omitted  the  highly  offensive  and  libellous  parts  ; and  the  part  in  which  lie  says,  that  it  was 
the  wish  or  Dean  Stackpoole  that  the  investigation  should  take  place,  which  would  account 
tor  the  allusion  I made  to  that  reverend  gentleman,  and  why  it  was  that  I coupled  him  with 
his  nephew  and  agent;  but  to  me,  who  heard  the  entire  of  those  letters  read  by  the  chair- 
man of  a public  meeting,  at  the  instigation  of  Captain  Wynne,  it  was  far  otherwise.  Your 
reporter  might  have  required  some  assistance  in  making  the  report  palatable  to  the  officers 
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of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  I have  no  doubt  he  received  it.  The  report  all  through  guards 
them  with  tender  care,  and  imputes  to  me  the  use  of  expressions  unfit  for  publication. 
I really  do  not  know  what  “ expressions  ” are  alluded  to,  but  I certainly  would  have  no 
objection  to  the  publication  of  any  which  I uttered,  feeling  assured  that  if  I used  any  which 
might  be  considered  unnecessarily  offensive,  the  public  would  take  into  consideration  the 
great  and  wanton  provocation  I received. 

I also  complain  that  the  report  totally  omits  the  charge  I made  of  partiality  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Wynne,  namely,  for  his  having  given  notice  of  the  inquiry  to  my  accuser  on  the 
5th  instant;  and  his  having  waited  for  a public  meeting  on  the  10th  instant,  called  for  an- 
other purpose,  to  have  those  libellous  letters  read  in  open  court,  as  a first  intimation  to  me  ! 
But  it  is  plain  that  giving  an  earlier  notice  would  not  answer  that  gentleman’s  purpose. 

It  is  remarkable  that  your  reporter  should  have  omitted  to  notice  my  call  upon  Captaiu 
Wynne,  before  the  letters  were  read,  to  name  the  persons  against  whom  the  complaints  were 
made ; and  his  reply,  that  it  would  appear  from  the  reading  of  the  documents  ! and  also  the 
apology  made  by  the  chairman  for  having  read  them. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  report  most  injuriously  incorrect,  which  attributes  to  me 
words,  in  my  allusion  to  the  conspiracy,  that  I never  used,  namely,  that  I did  not  care  who 
took  it  to  himself,  and  then  for  stating  that  Captain  Wynne  had  not  finished  the  insulting 
sentence  which  led  to  the  call  made  upon  the  chairman  to  bind  him  to  the  peace  ; and 
which  also  led  to  the  almost  unanimous  expression  of  disapprobation,  and  the  manifestation 
of  indignant  feeling,  by  the  meeting.  Your  reporter,  in  this  respect,  has  exercised  wonder- 
ful ingenuity  in  reconciling  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct,  by  representing  him  as  having  used 
qualifying  expressions  before  he  gave  the  insult,  the  fact  being  that  he,  without  any  preface, 
stated  distinctly  that  he  treated,  what  he  termed  my  insinuation,  with  the  “ utmost  con- 
tempt,” and  it  was  upon  that  the  “uproar”  and  “confusion”  took  place,  which  forced 
from  him  the  explanation. 

The  report  incorrectly  attributes  to  me  an  unqualified  approbation  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  works  in  my  neighbourhood  were  carried  on,  though  I merely  said  that  they  were  better 
conducted  there  than  elsewhere ; and  I can  now  state,  as  I did  then,  that  the  works  in 
general  presented  a picture  painful  to  the  landlords,  and  discreditable  to  the  Board. 

In  regard  to  the  immediate  object  of  the  meeting,  which  was  convened  to  investigate 
charges  preferred  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  resident  engineer,  I will 
leave  others  to  notice  the  important  omissions  which  took  place  on  that  head. 

Now  sir,  I call  upon  you,  as  an  act  of  justice,  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  publica- 
tion, and  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Corn.  O’Brien. 


Birchfield,  15  December  1846. 


P.S. — I wonder  who  told  the  reporter  that  M'Mahon,  the  steward  on  the  Sandfield  hills, 
had  been  dismissed,  and  that  the  investigation  was  to  take  place  at  Liscannor  on  Thursday 
next  He  certainly  must  have  got  that  information  from  some  person  in  authority  after  the 
meeting  broke  up. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  a journalist  to  please  all  parties  who  occupy  prominent 
positions  at  public  meetings.  With  every  disposition  to  give  a perfectly  correct  summary  of 
the  proceedings  at  Ennistimon  on  Thursday  last,  we  find  our  reporter  has  not  succeeded  in 
satisfying  Mr.  O'Brien,  whose  letter  we  publish.  Without  doing  more  than  merely  asserting 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  writer  to  place  each  person  in  their  respective  position,  we  might 
let  the  public  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  corrections  that  Mr.  O’Brien  makes ; but  we  have  a 
position  that  we  must  maintain,  as  well  as  Mr.  O’Brien  or  any  other,  and  therefore  we  can- 
not suffer  his  letter  to  appear  without  one  or  two  accompanying  observations.  It  was 
morally  impossible  to  report  such  a meeting  without  some  omissions,  and  our  only  surpnse 
is  that  there  were  not  many  more,  yet  we  have  heard  the  report  praised  for  its  general  accu- 
racy. A meeting  where  the  chairman  fouud  it  impossible  to  keep  order,  is  of  itself  sufficient 
to  excuse  many  more  than  those  omissions  complained  of,  and  we  can  neither  justify  or 
excuse  them  in  any  other  manner.  There  is  an  insinuation  also  in  the  following  observation, 
that  we  feel  it  necessary  to  notice  : “Your  reporter  might  have  required  some  assistance  in 
making  the  report  palatable  to  the  officers  of  the  Board,  of  Works,  and  I have  no  doubt  he 
received  it.”  Mr.  O’Brien  ought  to  know  something  of  us  by  this  time,  and  if  he  cannot 
afford  other  judgment  of  us  than  this,  we  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  others  will  accord  to  us 
the  credit  of  not  willingly  or  intentionally  sacrificing  any  one,  party  or  individual,  to  another, 
when  reporting  the  proceedings  at  public  meetings.  We  would  not  compromise  Mr.  O’Brien 
to  any  man  living,  or  intentionally  compromise  any  man  to  him,  for,  if  we  willingly  did  so,  we 
should  thereby  sacrifice  ourselves.  We  thought  we  were,  at  all  events,  above  such  an 
insinuation  as  this,  and  even  coming  from  him,  we  may  and  do  appeal  to  public  decision,  and 
fearlessly  abide  the  result. 

As  to  the  knowledge  of  the  time  when  the  investigation  referred  to  is  to  take  place,  we  may 
mention  that  it  was  agreed  upon  in  “ open  court,”  before  the  meeting  separated. — [ Editor’s 
Comment.'] 


4079.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien’s  complaint,  that  the  report  in  your  preceding  paper 
was  incorrect  and  partial,  well  founded  ? — It  was  not ; there  was  no  foundation 
for  it  whatever,  in  my  opinion ; I had  no  object  in  view  to  give  any  partial  state- 
ment ; but  to  give  as  faithfully  as  I could  the  substance  of  the  proceedings. 

4080.  Are 
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4080.  Are  the  politics  of  the  “ Clare  Journal  * opposed  to  Mr.  O’Brien  and 
Major  Macnamara,  and  their  party  ?• — It  has  endeavoured  to  steer  tolerably  clear  of 
any  side ; it  has  taken  an  impartial  course;  but  it  is  rather  Conservative  in  its  politics. 

4051.  Is  it  not  rather  opposed  to  the  politics  of  the  Honourable  Members  for 
Clare  ? — It  is ; but  more  opposed  to  the  present  Government. 

4052.  More  so  than  to  the  Honourable  Members  ?— Yes ; I think  it  would  be 
evident  from  the  tenor  of  the  paper. 

4083.  Is  it  not  also  opposed  to  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare? — It  is 
opposed  to  some  of  the  principles  which  I understand  the  Honourable  Mem- 
bers entertain,  such  as  the  repeal  of  the  union. 

4084.  Mr . IF.  Williams^]  Is  it  called  a Tory  or  Conservative  paper  generally  ? — 
It  is  not  called  a Tory;  it  goes  on  what  they  call  moderate  Conservative  principles. 

40S5.  Chairman.']  Is  it  an  Orange  paper? — Decidedly  not:  it  is  altogether 
opposed  to  Orangeism. 

4086.  Is  it  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  Orangemen  ? — It  is,  in  some  respects. 

4087.  Did  you  submit  that  report  of  the  10th  December  to  Mr.  Russell,  of  the 
* Morning  Chronicle,  ” before  you  inserted  it  in  the  « Clare  Journal  ” ?— No. 

4088.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Knox  did  ? — I think  not;  but  I gave  a copy 
or  it  to  Mr.  Russell;  he  considered  my  report  a faithful  and  correct  one,  and  he 
requested  me  to  furnish  him  with  a slip  of  it. 

40S9.  Is  that  a sort  of  courtesy  that  is  usual?— It  is  frequently  done  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  press. 

4090.  That  was  the  only  reason  that  induced  you  to  give  him  a slip  of  it? — 
The  only  reason. 

4091.  Did  Mr.  Russell  make  or  suggest  any  alterations  in  it? — None  whatever. 

4092.  Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Wynne  was  at  that  time  in  the  habit  of 
going  very  often  to  the  office  of  the  “ Clare  Journal”? — I do  not  think  he  was. 

I have  never  seen  him  in  the  office  perhaps  more  than  once  or  twice  in  my  life. 

. 4°93-  Do  you  know  whether  he  examined  the  reports  of  these  meetings,  or 
interfered  with  regard  to  the  insertion  of  them  ? — 1 can  safely  say  he  did  not. 

4094.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Captain  Wynne’s  lodgings? — I called 
once  or  twice ; once  I called  for  the  purpose  of  showing  him  Mr.  Sheehan’s  let- 
ters, which,  as  it  contained  some  aspersions  on  his  character,  we  did  not  wish  to 
publish  without  his  sanction. 

4095.  Did  you  ever  call  at  Captain  Wynne’s  lodgings  with  any  purpose  what- 
ever of  receiving  his  opinion  about  your  reports,  or  submitting  them  to  him  for 
correction? — Certainly  not. 

4096.  And  you  never  did  show  him  any  report  until  it  appeared  in  the  “ Clare 
Journal”? — No. 

Mr.  Archdeacon  John  Whitt y called  in  ; and  Examined. 

4097.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  Archdeacon  of  Kilfenora? — I am. 

409S.  Are  you  a magistrate  for  the  county  of  Clare? — I am. 

4099.  Were  you  chairman  of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee  ? — I was. 

4100.  When  were  you  first  elected  chairman? — I have  been  chairman  nearly 
the  last  two  years  ; the  distress  commenced  last  spring. 

4101.  Are  you  still  chairman  of  it  ? — I am. 

4102.  Did  you  attend  nearly  all  the  meetings  of  the  committee  as  chairman  ? 
——I  believe  almost  every  one;  I do  not  know  that  I was  ever  absent,  except  once, 
from  the  general  weekly  committee  ; but  the  committee  did  of  their  own  accord 
meet  other  days  in  each  week ; sometimes  every  day  in  the  week  ; on  a few  only 
of  these  days  I was  absent,  and  the  committee  met  on  Sundays,  against  my  de- 
clared opinion.  On  those  Sundays  I did  not  attend,  because  I thought  it  an  ina- 
pt oper  day  for  business,  and  I had  something  else  to  do,  which  did  not  leave  it 
in  my  power  to  attend,  even  if  I had  approved  of  doing  so. 

r f10?.'  P°  Jou  reniember  one  being  held  on  the  15th  of  October,  last  year? — 

I do,  distinctly. 

4104.  Did  you  attend  that  relief  committee? — 1 cannot  be  positive  as  to  the 
ate,  but  1 recollect  attending  the  committee  at  which  Captain  Baillie  attended,  as 
the  inspecting  officer,  in  October. 

have  ^ave  y°u  seen  rePort  made  by  Captain  Baillie  of  that  meeting? — I 

4106.  Have  you  read  it,  as  it  appears  in  page  20  of  the  printed  paper  of  the 
extracts  ? — I have.  0 v v 
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4107.  Is  that  report  correct?— I would  say  substantially  correct. 

4108.  Have  you  anything  to  add  to  it?— I do  not  recollect  that  I have;  not 
having  looked  it  over  now,  I could  not  exactly  say. 

4109.  Was  Major  Macnamara  there? — Yes. 

4110.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  there? — "ies. 

4111  Were  any  remarks  made,  by  either  of  those  gentlemen,  upon  the 
Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  officers  .'—There  were. 

4112  Dovou  remember  what  either  of  those  gentlemen  said 1 could  not 
charge  my  memory  to  the  exact  words,  but  it  was  blaming  the  measures  that  were 

adopted.  ^ ^ n()  distinct  recollection  what  took  place ’—Indeed  I have. 

4114.  Will  you  state  whatyou  recollect  yourself,  without  referrmgto  the  report! 

J recollect  there  was  an  application  for  works  to  be  put  on,  and  men  to  be  em- 
ployed ; and  Captain  Baillie  very  distinctly  stated  that  they  were  having  certain 
works  approved  of  at  Ennis,  and  that  there  would  be  upon  a certain  work,  I think 
he  said,  200  or  300  men  employed.  There  was  a good  deal  of  confusion  at  the 
meeting,  and  they  said  that  would  not  do. 

4115.  Who  said  so? — I cannot  say  who  said  it;  but  there  was  a general  cry, 
and  I think  Mr.  John  Macnamara  said  that  less  than  1,500  men  would  not  do. 

41 16.  Was  there  a good  deal  of  confusion,  and  talking,  and  noise  ? There  was. 

4117.  Was  that  common  in  these  meetings  in  Ireland?— We  very  seldom  have 

them  very  quiet.  . . 

4118.  Was  it  not  the  usual  character  of  meetings  m Clare  ? Decidedly. 

4119.  Was  there  a strong  objection  made  by  several  of  the  landowners  to  the  pro* 
ceedino-s  and  views  of  the  Government,  and  the  Government  officers  ? I think  so. 

4120.  Were  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  there  ?— Captain  Wynne  was  not 
there. 

4121.  Was  Mr.  Gamble  there? — I do  not  think  he  was  that  day. 

4122.  Was  there  an  attempt  on  your  part  to  make  an  explanation  upon  the 

part  of  the  Government  and  the  Government  officers:  I think  I was  the  only 

one,  part  of  the  time,  that  took  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board. 

4123.  I presume  from  that,  you  believed  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
officers  to  be  right  and  correct,  and  all  they  could  do  under  the  circumstances  ? 


— I had  no  doubt  of  it. 

4124.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  was  the  charge  made  against  them  1 — That 
the  works  were  not  set  on,  and  there  was  not  a sufficient  number  of  people  employed. 

4125.  Chairman .]  Do  you  remember  how  long  before  this  meeting  the  present- 
ment sessions  had  been  held,  at  which  the  presentments  were  made,  that  were 
discussed  at  this  meeting  ? — I think  that  was  a month  previous  to  that. 

4126.  Was  the  number  of  300  men  selected  very  small,  compared  with  the 
number  in  a state  of  destitution? — My  apprehension  was,  that  for  the  work  then 
spoken  of,  300  would  be  enough.  I did  not  take  it  that  the  300  was  for  the 
barony.  I understood  distinctly  for  one  work. 

4127.  Although  300  might  be  sufficient  for  that,  work,  did  the  small  number 
necessarily  exclude  a great  number  of  destitute  persons  ? — I should  say  not  on 
that  work. 

4128.  Were  there  only  300  destitute  in  that  locality  ? — I did  not  mean  to  imply 
that. 

4129.  Three  hundred  were  selected  for  the  particular  works,  and  that  you 
deemed  sufficient? — X thought  it  was  a reasonable  proportion  upon  that  division, 
as  I recollect,  for  one  particular  work  of  that  district. 

4130.  Was  not  the  number  of  300  very  small,  compared  with  the  number 
which  were  actually  destitute  in  that  division  ? — Decidedly. 

4131.  How  many  do  you  think  there  might  be  altogether  of  destitute  persons 
in  that  division,  at  that  period? — I declare  I could  not  form  a judgment. 

4132.  fifteen  hundred? — I should  not  be  surprised  if  there  were  ; but  I would 
not  take  upon  myself  to  say  any  number. 

4133.  In  what  state  were  the  relief  lists  at  that  time  ? — Most  irregular;  no  lists 
at  all,  I imagine,  that  I could  consider  lists. 

4134.  How  were  they  made  out  ? — I cannot  say  they  were  made  out  at  all. 

4135.  Did  you  return  any  ? — We  could  not  get  the  committees  to  work ; I did 
not  return  any. 

4136.  Had  you  received  printed  forms  or  written  forms  from  the  department 
of  the  Government  to  be  filled  up  ? — I cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  now. 

4137.  Was  there  very  much  confusion  in  the  whole  business? — Indeed  there  was. 

4138*  ^'aB 
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4138.  Was  there  a great  number  of  labourers  pressing  tlie  committee  to  put  Mr.  Archdeacon 

them  on  the  works? — We  were  pressed  very  much.  John  Whitt) . 

4139.  Did  they  press  it  with  violence? — Not  at  that  time.  — 

4140.  Did  the  members  of  the  committee  exercise  their  duties  with  care,  or  21  ^Iay  1^47* 
were  they,  under  the  circumstances,  very  negligent  of  whom  they  put  on  ? — I would 

say  there  was  a great  deal  of  reckless  culpable  carelessness  about  it. 

4141.  Is  that  a general  remark  ?— General.  The  distress  was  so  great,  and  the 
pressure  was  so  great,  that  positively  it  was  almost  impossible  to  discriminate. 

4142.  Did  you  or  did  you  not,  as  chairman,  try  to  put  things  in  a correct 
form? — I thought  so.  I did  all  in  my  power. 

4M3*  Mere  you  unable  to  cause  that  to  be  done? — It  was  quite  out  of  my 
power,  tor  the  lists  were  sent  in  so  irregularly  by  different  individuals ; in  fact, 
there  was  nothing  regular. 

4144.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  ?— It  was  a great  heap  of  confusion. 

4145.  Did  the  relief  committee  examine  the  lists  that  were  sent  in  ?— Very  im- 
perfectly. 

4146.  Did  you  sign  them  as  chairman  ?— To  accommodate  the  members  of 
the  committee,  I did  affix  my  signature  to  lists  sent  to  me  (after  the  committee 
broke  up)  by  the  committee,  for  this  reason,  that  I would  not  sign  till  two  or  three 
members  signed  before  me  j but  I never  signed  lists  that  had  not  been  agreed  to 
in  the  committee.  The  members  used  to  go  home  to  their  dinners  without  sign- 
ing, and  I often  waited  from  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  till  night  for  their 
return,  and  those  lists  were,  when  signed  by  them,  sent  to  me,  and  signed  as 
chairman,  by  me. 

4147.  Was  the  pressure  of  circumstances  so  great  that  you  felt  justified  in 
taking  that  courser — I was  airaid  to  take  the  contrary  responsibility. 

4HS;  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Why  ? — I thought  it  was  taking  too  great  a re- 
sponsibility to  put  up  my  own  individual  judgment  against  the  positive  assertions 
of  the  members  of  the  committee. 

_ 4149.  Chairman.]  Had  the  pressure  not  been  so  great,  you  would  have  exer- 
cised more  judgment  and  discretion  in  investigating  the  cases  ? — I exercised  all 
the  judgment  I could. 

4150.  Do  you  think  it  was  impossible  to  do  more  under  the  circumstances? — 

I could  do  no  more. 

4151.  Are  you  a landed  proprietor  in  that  neighbourhood? — No.  I own 

nothing  but  the  glebe  land  upon  which  I live. 

4152.  When  the  lists  were  put  before  you,  in  the  confusion  of  the  meeting, 
were  you  obliged,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  affix  your  name,  trusting  to 
other  persons  for  their  being  right,  and  not  being  able  to  make  any  investigation  ? 

— 1 would  not  say  in  every  case ; one  of  the  parishes,  which  forms  a district,  I 
had  nothing  to  say  to  as  the  clergyman  ; in  the  other  I was  the  clergyman,  and 
there  I did  exercise  a good  deal  of  discretion ; but  in  the  parish  to  which  I did 
not  belong  I was  afraid  to  take  the  responsibility. 

4J53*  Was  it  a consequence  of  that  mode  of  doing  the  business  that  a great 
number  of  persons  who  were  not  destitute  were  put  on  the  relief  lists  ? — Decidedly, 
it  produced  a great  deal  of  that. 

4154*  Mho  generally  put  the  names  down  upon  the  lists  before  they  were  sub- 
mitted to  you  for  signature  ? — In  the  Ennistimon  district  a vast  number  was  sent 
by  Mr.  Sheehan,  the  priest. 

41 55.  Being  prepared  previously  ? — He  sent  in  the  lists. 

4156.  Was  he  a member  of  the  committee? — He  was. 

4157-  Mr  .Stafford.  O'Brien .]  He  sent  them  straight  from  his  own  house? — 

Somebody  handed  them  in,  sometimes  he  came  himself. 

41 5S.  He  passed  them  through  the  relief  committee? — He  presented  them. 

4159-  Chairman .]  At  other  times  he  sent  them  in  by  some  third  hand? — Yes. 

4160.  Do  you  know  whether  those  lists  contain  the  names  of  many  persons 

who  ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  ? — I know,  in  my  own  parish,  men  who  ouMit 
not  to  have  been  put  on.  3 

4161.  In.  Mr.  Sheehan’s  lists  ? — Yres,  I do  indeed;  some. 

4162.  Mhy  should  they  not  have  been  on? — I think  their  circumstances  were 
too' comfortable. 

41 63.  Yl  as  the  effect  of  putting  such  persons  on  the  lists  in  your  district  that  of 

excluding  the  destitute,  or  merely  adding  the  larger  number  ?— Most  unquestion- 
ably it  produced  that  effect.  ^ 

0,1  °5*  114  4164.  The 
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4164.  The  exclusion  of  the  destitute  ? — The  exclusion  of  those  who  were  more 
destitute. 

4165.  What  course  ought  to  have  been  pursued;  should  the  Members  have 
made  out  the  lists  at  their  own  residences,  or  presented  them,  and  made  them  out 
in  the  committee  ? — I think  we  ought  to  have  made  them  out  in  committee. 

4166.  Which  was  the  more  general  course? — The  course,  as  stated  already, 
was,  that  several  came  with  lists  which  they  prepared,  and  presented  them  in 
committee ; and  sometimes  they  were  discussed. 

4167.  Were  there  any  cases  in  which  the  particular  circumstances  of  any  person 
on  the  lists  was  gone  into,  or  were  they  invariably  signed  without  alteration  ? — 
There  were  some  taken  off ; very  few. 

4168.  At  your  instance? — Sometimes. 

4169.  Did  Major  Macnamara  frequently  attend  the  relief  committee? — Ido 
not  think  he  did  ; but  I recollect  we  had  the  advantage  of  Major  Macnamara’s 
attendance,  and  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  at  times. 

4170.  Did  they  exercise  anymore  care  or  judgment  about  the  lists  than  the 
other  members  of  the  committee  did  ? — There  was  so  little  care  exerted,  and  they 
thought  the  distress  so  general,  that  there  was  very  little  pains  taken  to  take  people 
off  the  lists. 

4171.  Did  either  of  the  Honourable  Members  hand  in  any  lists  prepared  by 
themselves  ? — I never  saw  them  do  it. 

4172.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  ex-officio  member  of  your  committee? — He  was  the 
chairman  of  the  Poor-law  union. 

4173.  Did  he  regularly  attend  your  meetings? — Very  often  I saw  Mr.  O’Brien 
there. 

4174.  Did  he  ever  attend  for  the  revision  of  lists? — I cannot  charge  my 
memory  as  to  that.  I cannot  say  I ever  missed  Mr.  O’Brien  ; we  were  under 
this  impression  in  the  committee,  that  we  were  a central  committee  for  the 
barony  at  Ennistimon,  before  we  were  divided  into  district  committees ; there 
had  been  remaining  over  from  the  year  before  a central  committee  from  the 
barony,  and  I think  up  to  the  day  of  the  committee  we  are  now'  discussing,  there 
had  not  been  any  regular  division  of  the  committees  in  the  barony  ; under  any 
circumstances  Mr.  O’Brien  wras  a member  of  the  committee. 

4175.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  had  other  business  to  attend  to 
connected  with  relief  committees  in  other  districts? — Certainly. 

4176.  He  had  his  own  property  and  residence  at  some  distance? — Yes. 

4177.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  I understand  you  to  say,  that  generally  yon 
never  missed  him  ? — So  long  as  it  was  the  only  committee  in  the  barony,  he  was 
very  constant  in  his  attendance. 

4178.  Chairman .]  When  you  were  at  the  meeting  to  which  you  have  alluded, 
did  Major  Macnamara  state  the  Government  and  Board  of  Works  were  guilty  of 
jobbing? — I do  not  think  the  word  tC  jobbing”  was  used.  I do  not  recollect  it. 

4179.  Did  he  make  complaints  of  the  management  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
that  the  men  were  not  put  on  their  task-work  with  sufficient  tools,  and  the  mea- 
surement of  their  work  was  not  done  correctly  ? — Major  Macnamara  complained 
of  the  system  altogether ; he  said  it  was  not  what  they  had  a right  to  expect  under 
the  distress  that  existed. 

4180.  Do  you  not  think  that  Major  Macnamara  had  some  foundation  and 
some  reason  for  making  those  complaints? — I think  the  Government  and  the 
Board  of  Works  were  doing  everything  we  could  possibly  expect  from  them. 

4181.  At  the  same  time  do  you  not  think  it  fell  short  of  that  which  the  condition 
of  that  part  of  the  country  demanded  at  the  time? — Am  I to  understand  the  ques- 
tion as  if  he  meant  that  the  measures  that  were  taken  did  not  meet  the  distress  t 

4182.  Yes ; that  is  what  I mean. — I do  not  think  it  did  meet  the  distress  at  the 
moment. 

4183.  Do  you  not  think  there  was  some  reason  for  Major  Macnamara  making# 
on  behalf  of  the  destitute  poor  in  Ireland,  complaints  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
measures  of  Government  ? — I cannot  say  he  had  a right  to  make  it  as  a complaint; 
we  had  a right  to  deplore  and  to  lament  that  the  measures  did  not  exactly  meet  the 
distress,  but  I think  that  everything  that  could  be  done  under  the  pressure  was  done. 

41 84.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  The  extent  of  the  calamity  was  so  great  that  it 
was  impossible  to  meet  it? — Impossible  to  meet  it  at  once. 

4185.  Chairman.]  If  Major  Macnamara  took  a right  view  of  the  case,  did-he 

not  express  that  fairly? — He  had  a right  to  take  his  own  view  of  it.  , 

* 41 86.  Did 
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4186.  Did  lie  do  so  ? — Yes. 

4187.  You  say,  “that  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  John  O’Brien  opposed 

the  Government  in  the  course  they  proposed  to  take ; ” did  they  do  so  ?— They 
did.  J 

4188.  Did  they  do  so  with  temper  and  propriety  of  conduct? — I would  say  of 
both  the  Messrs.  O'Brien,  they  were  very  quiet. 

4189.  At  that  period  were  the  people  put  upon  task-work? — I think  it  was  just 
about  that  period  that  the  task-work  was  recommended  and  attempted  to  be  put 

4190.  Do  you  not  know  that  complaints  were  made  by  the  labourers,  or  by 
people  on  their  behalf,  that  the  task-work  was  performed  without  any  regular 
agreement  as  to  price,  and  without  sufficient  implements?— I do  not  know  it  of 
my  own  knowledge. 

4>91.  Do  you  not  know  that  complaints  were  made  I heard  Mr.  O’Brien 
make  the  complaint. 

4192.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  put  on  without  any  agreement?—! 
know,  in  the  hurry  of  getting  men,  there  were  men  put  on  without  sufficient 
implements. 

4193-  Was  that  one  of  the  complaints  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien? — I heard  him 
complain  of  it  at  different  meetings. 

4194-  Did  Major  Macnamara  complain  of  it  ? — I think  he  did. 

4195-  Did  other  gentlemen  of  the  county  make  similar  complaints  ?— I attended 
no  meetings  but  Corofin  and  Ennistimon. 

4196.  Did  they  make  the  complaint  ? — I think  it  was  generally  complained  of. 

4197.  Do  you  not  think  there  was  some  reason  for  the  complaint?— So  far  as 

this,  that  the  number  of  implements  was  not  sufficient ; hut  that  was  not  the 
ground  of  complaint,  because  the  number  of  men  the  Board  wanted  to  put  on 
their  works,  and  were  provided  for,  was  a great  deal  smaller  than  the  number 
torced  upon  the  officers  ; and  the  consequence  was,  there  were  not  implements 
sufficient.  1 

4198.  Were  the  distress  in  the  district,  and  the  pressure,  so  great  as  to  render 
it  impossible  in  the  Government  department  to  furnish  sufficient  implements  for  the 
men  placed  upon  the  works r — I think  so;  I know  in  one  district  that  they  took 
great  pains  to  furnish  implements,  and  in  Ennistimon  there  were  offers  made  to  arti- 
ficers to  make  wheelbarrows,  crowbars,  and  pickaxes,  and  the  men  would  not  come 
into  the  terms,  and  the  officers  were  obliged  to  go  to  get  tools  from  Limerick  : and 
the  combination  was  so  great  that  I was  obliged  to  order  a party  of  police  out  to 
escort  the  implements  to  Ennistimon. 

41 99*  Still,  did  not  the  men  suffer  by  having  insufficient  implements? — Cer- 
tainly it  was  a great  inconvenience. 

4200.  What  was  the  subsistence  money  per  day?— I understood  it  to  be  8 d 
a day. 

4201.  Mas  it  10  of.  a day  ? — I think  it  was,  with  task-work. 

4202.  Was  that  to  be  given  to  them  whether  they  performed  a sufficient 
amount  of  task-work  to  earn  it  or  not  ? — I cannot  say ; there  was  somethin^  held 
over  them  if  they  did  not  complete  the  work. 

4203  Do  you  not  know  when  they  were  receiving  10  a.  a day  from  Govern- 
work  the  lab°UreiS  ^ not  do  fcW0Penny  worth  of  work  ?— They  did  very  little 

4204  They  did  not  earn  by  their  work  the  wages  given  to  them  as  subsistence 
money  ? — 1 do  not  think  they  did. 

^aS  DOt  that  ,sub®e,!uently  made  a ground  of  complaint  by  the  land  pro- 
prietors and  cesspayers?— It  was.  J F 

enH  .‘r  the,money’  .they  ™st  necessarily  suffer  for  it  in  the 

as  we  dirt  with 'll  ’ but  1 We  brouSht  it;  °“  ourselves  by  crowding  the  works 

as  we  aid  with  the  men.  0 

4207.  By  crowding  the  works  too  much  ?— Too  much. 

x>ae°mid1— fdkwi  Di,d  ,the  complain  of  the  manner  in  which  they 

of  a w eek  froL  ^0^“^  itbem  c0",PIa11?  i sometimes  there  was  a delay  perhaps 
’ :™m  I do  not  know  what  circumstance ; but  in  general  the  DeoDle 

"hem ** V™hHthh  There  ™ s“h  “ species?/ fcl™TheId 

/enance  and  2-  6y  C0“ld  “f  undertake  dial  task  unless  they  got  main- 

o 10?  “ “ pr°PorUonal  payment  to  what  they  would  be  earning  if 

5'  K K they 
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they  were  at  day-work  to  give  them  subsistence  ; what  proportional  payment  was 
I do  not  know. 

4209.  Did  they  not  get  as  much  for  subsistence-money  as  they  would  earn  bv 
task-work  ? — It  was  attempted  to  be  proportioned  to  what  they  would  earn  by  the 
day. 

*4210.  Was  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  on  the  1 5th  October? 
— No,  we  had  several  meetings  before. 

4211.  The  work  that  those  300  men  were  put  to,  was  that  the  only  work? 
— There  were  several  others  within  that  relief  district.  There  was  such  objection 
made  to  the  number  selected  for  that  work  that  Captain  Baillie  would  not  be 
listened  to. 

4212.  The  number  employed  in  that  district  were  not  confined  to  the  300? 

They  were  not  comprehended  in  the  300;  certainly  not. 

4213.  Do  you  know  what  number  there  were  ? — I could  not  say  at  that  time* 
there  were  several  works  setting  on  at  the  time ; I think  I distinctly  stated  that 
300  men  were  spoken  of  as  belonging  to  one  particular  work. 

4214.  Did  you  know  of  men  of  substance,  or  comfortable  men,  being  put  on  the 
works  ? — I did  ; I found  them  on  the  works. 

4215.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  You  have  stated  there  were  improper  persons  placed  on 
the  lists,  and  you  also  stated  you  were  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  at  Ennis- 
timon  ? — I was. 


4216.  Was  it  not  your  duty  as  chairman  to  examine  very  minutely  into  the 
condition  of  the  persons  who  were  placed  upon  the  lists  ? — Unquestionably  it  was; 
I lelt  it  always  an  imperative  duty ; but  there  were  men  put  upon  the  works 
whose  names  were  never  submitted  to  me  ; I had  several  put  off1. 

4217.  How  did  they  obtain  payment? — There  was  no  payment;  I remember 
going  to  a particular  work,  and  cautioning  the  people  not  to  remain  there,  for 
they  would  not  be  paid  when  pay-day  came. 

42 1S.  Did  you  examine  into  the  condition  of  every  person  on  the  list? — 
Indeed  I must  take  blame  to  myself  to  say  I did  not  do  it,  for  I could  not  do  it. 

4219.  It  was  not  within  your  power? — It  was  not  within  my  power  to  do  it. 

4220.  Did  you  consider  it  was  equally  the  duty  of  other  members  of  the  relief 
committee  to  look  into  the  condition  of  persons  placed  upon  the  list  ? — I tried  to 
impress  upon  the  committee  the  absolute  necessity  there  was  for  minutely  inves- 
tigating every  case  before  they  were  allowed  to  go  on  the  works. 

4221.  Mr.  Stafford  O Brieni]  The  members  of  this  committee  lived  at  different 
places  ? — They  did. 

4222.  ton  impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  inquiring  into  the  condition 
of  the  people  for  relief  in  their  several  localities — Decidedly,  for  I appealed  to 
them  as  to  their  own  local  knowledge. 

4223.  As  it  was  impossible  for  you  to  know  the  circumstances  of  every  indi- 
vidual ? — Certainly. 

Jydliants.]  Did  you  feel  it  your  duty  to  inquire  of  the  members  of 
the  relief  committee  as  to  whether  they  properly  investigated  the  cases  in  their 
own  districts  ? I always  did  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  their  doing  so, 
and  I was  generally  borne  down  by  its  being  said,  “ We  know  these  to  be  desti- 
tute people,  and  you  cannot  refuse  but  to  sign  for  them  j”  under  those  circum- 
stances, I was  obliged  to  yield, 

4225.  And  you  found,  notwithstanding  those  strong  recommendations,  that 
numerous  persons  were  placed  upon  the  lists  who  had  no  just  claim  to  be  there  ? 

Ceitamly ; and  the  consequence  was,  that  when  the  lists  wore  revised  several 
were  taken  off;  the  fact  was,  that  in  the  state  of  distress  that  existed,  it  was 
not  easy  to  discriminate. 


422b.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  any  relief  committee,  any  of  the  members 
or  which  were  persons  employed  in  any  capacity  on  the  works?— I do  not  know 
of  any  on  the  committee  at  Ennistimon. 

4227.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Is  it  your  impression  that  members  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee recommended  improper  persons  to  be  placed  on  the  lists,,  from  any  appre- 
hensions of  violence  being  committed  upon  them  if  they  refused  ?— No. 

4220.  It  is  your  impression  that  those  improper  persons  were  placed  voluntarily, 
and  not  from  any  kind  of  apprehension  if  they  refused  r— They  were  put  on 
negligently  and  carelessly,  and  without  sufficient  regard  to  principle  about  it. 

4229.  Are  we  to  understand,  that  according  to  your  impression,  there  was  no 
intimidation  exercised  in  placing  improper  persons  upon  the  relief  lists?— 

I cannot 
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I cannot  say  that  I know  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  saying  that  intimidation  was 
used. 

4230.  Chairman.']  Still  there  was  great  pressure  from  without  ? — Great 
pressure. 

4231.  And  accompanied  with  great  distress  ? — Very  great. 

4232.  Were  you  at  a committee  at  which  the  lists  were  revised,  when  Captain 
Fishbourne  attended  ? — I was. 

4233.  Was  that  at  Ennistiinon? — At  Ennistimon  ; I attended  with  him  there. 

4234.  Did  he  attend  to  revise  the  lists  ? — He  did. 

4235.  Did  you  join  the  revision? — I did. 

4236.  Did  the  other  members  of  the  committee  assist  him  ? — Very  little. 

4237.  Were  a great  many  found  placed  on  those  lists  who  never  ought  to  have 
been  put  on  ? — Indeed  there  were. 

4238.  People  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

4239.  Were  you  at  the  presentment  sessions  at  Corofin,  on  the  30th  November  ? 
— I was. 

4240.  Have  you  read  the  report  of  that  meeting  which  appeared  in  the  “ Clare 
Journal  ” of  the  3d  December? — Yes,  I recollect  that  meeting. 

4241.  Is  that  report  you  hold  in  your  hand,  and  printed  in  the  “ Clare  Journal,” 
a correct  statement  of  what  took  place? — Everything  that  is  there  is  correctly 
stated  ; I do  not  doubt  there  may  be  things  omitted. 

4242.  Is  it  substantially  correct  ? — I think  so. 

4243.  Was  that  a very  stormy  meeting  r — There  was  a great  deal  of  excite- 
ment. 

4244.  Was  there  more  excitement  than  common  at  that  class  of  meetings? — 
It  was  not  so  crowded  a meeting  as  I have  seen  it  in  other  places. 

4245.  How  many,  do  you  think,  might  be  present  ? — I dare  say  200  to  400 
people  ; it  is  a small  room  ; it  is  not  a room  I am  very  much  used  to,  nor  do  I 
often  attend  there.  There  might  have  been  500,  but  I am  no  judge. 

4246.  There  were  many  persons  there  who  were  neither  members,  nor  asso- 
ciated cesspayers  ? — There  must  have  been  a vast  number. 

4247.  Were  there  a great  number  of  those  persons  of  the  class  of  labour- 
ers who  were  destitute? — I had  no  knowledge  of  the  people  to  speak  to  that ; they 
appeared  to  me  to  be  of  the  class  of  labourers. 

4248.  Was  there  much  discussion  respecting  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  as  com- 
pared with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament? — There  was. 

4249.  Was  there  great  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  Go- 
vernment officer,  Captain  Wynne? — There  was;  and  I recollect  I differed  from 
Mr.  O’Brien  myself  upon  the  letter. 

4250.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  express  his  opinion  strongly  and  warmly? — -Very 
strongly. 

4251.  Was  his  opinion  participated  in  by  a great  majority  of  the  meeting? — 
Th§y  seemed  to  concur. 

4252.  Did  he  discuss  his  views  and  state  them  openly  ? — Very  openly. 

4-253-  D*<1  you  know  it  the  members  who  attended  agreed  with  him  in  his 
opinions  ? — There  was  very  little  dissent  expressed. 

4254.  Mr.  O'Brien  was  the  chairman  ? — He  was. 

4255*  Did  he  express  him  self  warmly  to  you  individually  ? — I did  not  conceive 
that  Mr.  O Brien  expressed  himself  in  any  way  that  I was  warranted  in  consider- 
ing as  at  all  offensive  to  myself;  at  all  times  previous  to  that  I have  found  Mr. 
O’Brien  most  courteous  to  myself. 

4256.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  were  there  any  remarks,  and  if  so,  what 
were  they,  which  caused  Mr.  O’Brien  to  show  any  excitement?— Mr.  O’Brien 
himself  certainly,  I thought,  expressed  himself  very  hardly  of  the  Government,  and 
of  the  officers  of  the  Board. 

- I1?57,  ^ k°  were  the  officers  of  the  Board  ? — The  officers  that  were  employed 
m Clare  under  the  Board. 

4258.  Did  he  speak  of  any  one  in  particular,  or  of  the  service? — At  the  first 
moment  I do  not  think  he  did  ; there  were  remarks  passing  between  him  and 
La[itam  Wynne,  and  then  there  were  very  pointed  expressions  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

4259-  Were  there  also  pointed  expressions  on  Captain  Wynne’s  side  ? — I think 
Captain  Wynne  showed  a great  deal  of  forbearance  and  good  temper. 

01  °5*  KK2  4260.  Did 
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4260.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  become  more  excited  as  the  discussion  and  disputes 
increased  ? — I thought  Mr.  O'Brien  a great  deal  excited,  certainly. 

4261.  Do  you  remember  a statement  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  either  made  a cor- 
rection or  an  explanation,  saying  he  had  put  the  case  against  the  Government  or 
the  Board  of  Works  hypothetically  ?— If  I were  put  the  distinct  question,  I might 
understand  it;  but  as  it  is  I do  not  understand  the  question. 

4262.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  He  says,  “ He  would  not  respect  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
or  Mr.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common  understanding,  if  such  was  not  their  mean- 
ing. Supposing  that  any  person  should  propose  that  1,000  /.  could  he  expended 
on  the  electoral  division  of  Inagh,  he  thought  that  would  be  sufficiently  explicit, 
according  to  this  letter  from  Mr.  Labouchere”? — 1 understand  the  question;  that 
was  decidedly  said. 

4263.  Was  that  calculated  to  give  offence  to  any  Government  officer? — I could 
not  conceive  it  otherwise  but  offensive. 

4264.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Do  you  mean  that  these  words,  “ Supposing 
that  any  person  should  propose  that  1,000/.  could  be  expended  on  the  electoral 
division  of  Inagh,  he  thought  that  would  he  sufficiently  explicit,  according  to  this 
letter  from  Mr.  Labouchere,”  were,  in  your  mind,  offensive  ? — Oh  no ; coupled 
with  what  passed  before. 

4265.  Taking  the  whole  sentence  together,  3'ou  think  that  sentence  was  offen- 
sive?— I do. 

4266.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Did  anything  occur  before  that? — There  was  a good  deal; 
I cannot  tell  whether  it  was  before  or  after  that. 

4267.  Chairman .]  Do  you  recollect  the  chairman  slating  it  was  a life  and  death 
question  that  they  were  considering,  and  they  were  insulted  by  the  Government 
and  their  officials  ? — I do. 

4268.  Did  he  say  why  it  was  insulting? — The  people  were  employed  without 
having  implements ; they  were  working  with  their  hands  in  the  mud. 

4269.  Did  he  not  state  also  that  the  Government  could  have  procured  a suf- 
ficient number  of  implements,  if  they  pleased,  from  the  tradesmen  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood?— Certainly  he  did. 

4270.  Were  not  those  objections  fairly  made? — I recollect  at  the  time,  though  it 
is  not  stated  in  that  paper,  I stated  I did  not  think  it  was  fair  to  make  the  objec- 
tion ; for  that  the  offer  was  held  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  at  Ennistimon 
to  the  artificers  to  make  the  implements,  and  they  had  got  into  a combination, 
and  would  not  make  them  under  a certain  price. 

4271.  Did  Mr.  Gamble  make  any  explanation  of  that? — He  did;  I think  Mr. 
O’Brien  asked  what  would  be  given  for  so  many  different  implements. 

4272.  Was  that  explanation  satisfactory  ? — I thought  Mr.  O’Brien  seemed  satis- 
fied, and  that  they  agreed  upon  that ; that  Mr.  Gamble  acceded  to  employing  the 
men  if  they  could  be  got. 

4273.  Do  you  know  whether  the  tradesmen  who  were  employed  to  make  those 
implements  were  paid  regularly  by  the  Government  or  not?— I recollect  two  of 
the  tradesmen  in  Ennistimon  coming  to  me  and  complaining  they  wanted  sum- 
monses to  the  Board  of  Works. 

4274.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Was  that  previous  to  this  meeting,  or  some  time 
subsequent  ? — I could  not  say. 

4275.  Was  any  complaint  of  that  nature  made  at  that  particular  meeting?— 

I do  not  recollect  that  there  was,  because  I recollect  the  answer  we  got  was,  that 
the  Board  of  Works  would  only  pay  every  three  months. 

4276.  In  your  opinion  were  the  class  of  tradesmen  in  that  district  in  such  a 
condition  that  they  could  afford,  without  any  inconvenience,  to  wait  so  long  to  be 
paid  for  the  implements  they  had  made?— Under  ordinary  circumstances  they 
would  have  wailed  and  waited  gladly,  but  under  these  circumstances,  where  the 
best  supply^of  material  was  wanted,  I do  not  think  they  could. 

4277.  Was  that  the  reason  why  Mr.  O’Brien  could  not  get  them  made? — 
I understood  the  reason  they  could  not  be  made  was,  that  the  people  entered 
into  a combination  and  would  not  make  them  under  such  a price. 

4278.  Was  that  at  Liscannor  ? — I do  not  know  anything  of  Liscannor. 

4279.  Was  it  at  Liscannor  he  undertook  to  get  them  made  ? — It  was. 

4280.  And  the  circumstances  there  you  do  not  know  ?-  No  not  so  well. 

4281.  Mr . Belleio.]  Did  you  state  that  the  Board  o'f  Works  only  paid  the 
wages  every  three  months?— I only  state  that  people  complained  that  that 
was  so,  as  respected  the  tradesmen  for  implements. 

4282.  Chairman .] 
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Chairman.]  Do  you  remember,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  made  by 
Captain  Wynne,  the  chairman  saying,  “ Do  you  mean  that  lecture  tor  me  “?■ — 
I do. 

4283.  Did  he  say,  “ I will  not  submit  to  be  lectured  in  such  a manner  by  any 

person”? — He  did.  J 

4284.  Did  he  say,  “ I say  the  Government  and  their  officers  are  insulting  the 
gentry;  it  is  a repetition  of  the  abuse  ot  ‘The  Times  j ’ do  3'ou  apply  your 
lemarks  personally  to  me,  sir”? — I have  no  doubt  he  did  say  so. 

42 85.  Did  you  hear  the  remarks  of  Captain  Wynne  to  which  that  appears  to 
bean  answer? — I cannot  say  that  I did. 

4286.  Did  you  hear  Captin  Wynne  say  the  officers  were  working  like  galley 
slaves?—' Yes;  “ day  and  night.” 

4257.  Did  he  also  say,  “ If  the  gentry  of  the  country  would  co-operate  more 

warmly  with  the  Board,  and  give  them  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative 
to  their  own  localities,  it  would  be  much  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than 
carping  at  and  finding  fault  witli  their  proceedings,  and  bringing  forward  charges 
without  sufficient  foundation”  ? — No  doubt  he  did.  " 0 

4258.  Was  it  in  answer  to  that  that  Air.  O’Brien  made  the  remark  about  the 
lecture  ? — I think  it  was. 

4289.  Had  Mr.  O’Brien  become  excited  and  irritated  at  that  time? — Mr. 
0 Brien  certainly  was  a good  deal  excited ; there  were  very  excitable  circum- 
stances always  attending  those  meetings,  and  lie  certainly  was,  I think,  particu- 
larly excitable. 

4290.  Do  you  consider  Captain  Wynne's  observations  that  you  have  mentioned 
were  deserving  of  the  name  of  a lecture  ?— I declare  I think  Captain  Wynne 
could  nc.t  take  a more  reasonable  or  a more  moderate  mode  of  asserting  what  he 
thought  was  due  to  himself  and  the  officers  of  the  Board. 

4291.  Do  you  think  a gentleman  in  some  degree  of  excitement  might  fairly 
consider  the  remarks  of  Captain  Wynne  to  be  a lecture  ?— No  ; I thought  he 
made  it  as  a general  statement,  which  I joined  in  myself.  I thought  it  wasa  pity 
we  did  not  co-operate  more. 

4292.  In  point  of  fact,  Mr.  O’Brien  did  treat  it  as  a lecture,  and  so  stated? — 
Mr.  O’Brien  certainly  took  it  as  such. 

4293.  Was  it  beyond  Captain  Wynne’s  duty  to  interfere  with  the  magistrates 
at  presentment  sessions  ? — Had  I been  chairman  I should  not  have  thought  it  out 
of  liis  place. 

4-04-  W as  it  a usual  course  ? — There  was  a great  deal  more  interference  than 
Captain  Wynne  attempted  to  put  forward  admitted  at  every  session. 

4295-  W as  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  calm  and  temperate  ? — I think  so. 

4296.  Did  you  find  fault  yourself  with  the  expressions  he  used  ? — Most  de- 
cidedly not. 

4207.  Do  you  remember  the  chairman  saying  to  Captain  Wynne,  “I  ask,  did 
you  address  your  remarks  personally  to  me,  sir;  that  is  a plain  question  ”?—  Mr. 
O’Brien  did  say  that 

4298.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  at  the  moment  he  felt  remarks  offensive  had 
been  made,  and  he  asked  it  those  had  been  made  personally  to  him  as  a matter 
of  offence? — Of  course  he  would  not  ask  the  question  if  he  had  not. 

4299-  Solicitor-General.']  Were  those  remarks  made  personally  to  him,  so 
as  to  give  him  reasonable  ground  of  offence;  were  they  such  as  ouerht  to  have 
given  Mr.  O’Brien  personal  grounds  of  offence? — I do  not  think  they  ought;  I 
should  not  have  taken  offence. 

4300.  Chairman.]  Is  there  not  a difference  in  the  temper  of  gentlemen  ; some 
may  be  quite  calm,  and  some  may  be  excitable  and  irritable? — I am  sorry  to  say 
myself  I cannot  always  command  my  own  temper. 

4301.  Did  you  leave  the  meeting? — I left  the  meeting  for  a short  time,  and  re- 
turned again. 


4302.  With  Mr.  Burton?— Yes. 

43°3*  Why  did  you  leave  it  r — I certainly  left  the  meeting  under  unpleasant 
eelings,  at  hearing  what  I thought  unworthy  remarks  on  the  Government  and  the 
otneers. 

43°4-  By  the  chairman? — By  Mr.  O’Brien. 

43°5-  1 "dl  ask  you  generally,  ftom  what  you  observed  of  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
O Buen  at  that  meeting,  and  other  relief  committees  or  presentment  sessions,  do 
you  not  think  that  the  complaints  which  he  made  against  the  Government,  though 
01°5*  kk  3 “ made 
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made  in  an  excited  manner,  were  complaints  which  he  believed  were  necessary  for 
the  advantage  of  the  working  classes  ? — I would  say,  the)'  appeared  to  me  (a 
gentleman  standing  as  Mr.  O’Brien  does)  as  if  they  savoured  something  of  an 
electioneering  kind  of  remark. 

4306.  Is  your  opinion  founded  upon  the  number  of  people,  being  persons  con- 
nected with  the  voters  of  the  county,  who  were  present  ?—  Oh,  certainly. 

4307.  Mr.  Solicitor- General. ] Was  the  tone  in  which  he  made  those  complaints 
an  ingredient  in  the  opinion  you  have  just  given  usr — I think  so. 

4308.  I.n  your  opinion,  was  it  the  duty  of  the  gentry  of  the  country  to  co- 
operate more  warmly  with  the  Board  than  Mr.  O’Brien  seemed  on  that  occasion  to 
do  P— Most  decidedly  it  was  our  duty. 

4309.  In  your  opinion,  did  Mr.  O’Brien  on  that  occasion  withhold  his  counte- 
nance and  co-operation  from  the  officers  of  the  Board?  — He  did. 

43 1 0.  In  your  opinion,  was  this  expression,  “ Do  you  apply  your  remarks  person- 
ally to  me?  ” addressed  to  Captain  Wynne  himself? — Oh,  no  mistake  about  that. 

'4311.  Chainnan.]  Did  not  Mr.  O'Brien  himself  state  at  that  meeting  that  the 
reason  why  lie  did  not  co-operate  more  with  the  officers  of'  the  Board  was,  that 
he  objected  to  their  proceedings  and  their  opinions? — I think  he  implied  it. 

4312.  What  was  Mr.  Gamble’s  conduct  and  manner;  was  it  what  you  ap- 
proved of? — I think,  calling  for  great  approbation. 

4313.  Do  you  remember  any  charges  being  brought  against  a person  of  the 
name  of  Millett?  — I do. 

4314.  Who  brought  the  charges? — Major  Macnamara. 

4315.  Did  he  accuse  him  of  negligence  and  discourtesy  r — He  did. 

4316.  Do  you  know  whether  any  inquiry  v/as  made  regarding  those  charges? 
— There  was  an  arrangement  made  fur  an  inquiry,  and  a complete  investigation. 

4317.  Did  you  attend  it? — I did. 

4318.  What  was  the  result  ? — A complete  acquittal  of  Mr.  Millett,  except 
upon  one  point,  that  I thought  Captain  Wynne  leaned  rather  hard  upon  Mr. 
Millett,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a want  of  courtesy. 

4319.  Was  there  not  a charge  of  negligence,  in  not  putting  the  men  upon  the 
works  regularly  ? — It  was  one  of  the  charges  of  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr. 
Millett. 

4320.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  tiiat  charge  was  not  honestly  and  fairly 
made? — I am  sure  Major  Macnamara  never  put  a thing  forward  that  he  did  not 
honestly  do;  but  he  might  have  done  it  under  a mistake  or  misconception. 

4321.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Was  the  charge,  in  your  opinion,  proved? — Certainly 
not;  and  I think  he  was  acquitted  completely  of  it. 

4322.  Was  the  charge  made  against  Mr.  Millett,  that  instead  of  putting  the 
men  on  the  works  on  the  Monday,  they  were  not  put  on  till  the  Friday? — As  well 
as  1 recollect,  the  answer  that  Mr.  Millett  gave  was,  that  he  asked  the  committee 
for  the  list  of  the  men,  and  in  consequence  of  not  getting  the  list  he  could  not  put 
on  the  men. 

43 23*  -Ami  therefore,  in  your  opinion,  he  was  not  to  blame? — Just  so. 

4324.  Chairman.]  Might  not  the  charges,  in  your  opinion,  have  been  made 
fairly  until  the  explanation  was  given  ? — Certainly. 

4325-  What  was  the  complaint  that  Major  Macnamara  made  of  Mr.  Millett’s 
conduct? — He  complained  that  Mr.  Millett  did  not  undertake  some  hills  between 
Doolin  and  Baliinalackin. 

4326.  Was  there  not  reason  for  that  complaint? — I do  not  know. 

4327.  Did  you  investigate  into  it? — It  was  inquired  into. 

4328.  Were  you  there  ? — I was. 

4329-  Mas  there  not  reason  fur  Major  Macnamara* s complaint? — Mr.  Millett 
stated  he  could  not  do  it  without  the  directions  of  the  Board  or  of  Mr.  Gamble ; 
lie  asked  Major  Macnamara  which  hill  he  meant,  and  Major  Macnamara  said  the 
bills  between  Doolin  and  Baliinalackin.  “ Oh,”  said  Millett,  “ there  are  20  or  30 
hills.”  He  made  use.  of  some  such  expression,  and  that  irritated  Major  Macnamara, 
and  he  used  some  expression. 

43JO.  Was  there  not  a remark  made  by  Mr.  Millett  which  caused  some  irrita- 
tion to  Major  Macnamara; — Yesj  and  the  major  said,  « What  answer  is  that  for 
a cub  of  your  sort  to  give  to  me?”  It  is  due  certainly  to  Major  Macnamara  to 
say,  on  Mr.  Millett  leaving  the  room,  I said  to  Major  Macnamara  I am  sorry  for 
this ; and  he  distinctly  at  once  said,  “ If  you  think  so,  I am  sorry  I made,  use  of  the 
expression  and  he  allowed  me  to  send  out  for  Mr.  Millett,  and  on  Mr.  Millett 

appearing, 
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appearing,  Major  Macnamara  did  not  even  wait  to  be  called  upon,  but  he  said 
“ I regret  that  in  the  heat  of  the  moment  I used  such  an  expression.” 

4331.  Mr.  Solicitor- Genera l. ] Did  that  take  place  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting? 
— At  the  Ennistimon  committee  meeting. 

4332.  Chairman.']  Did  Mr.  Millett  say  that  he  should  come  and  look  after  the 
hills  on  the  Monday  following? — He  did;  and  Major  Macnamara  certainly 
asked,  “ Well,  when  will  you  come  up  ?”  and  they  fixed  the  day  ; and  Major  Mac- 
namara said,  “ Will  you  dine,  and  take  a bed  with  me?”  I said  at  once  to  Mr. 
Millett,  “ There  ought  to  be  no  more  thought  of  this.” 

4333.  Was  the  meeting  on  the  Monday  kept  ? — I know  it  was  not;  at  least 
I heard  it  was  not. 

4334.  Whose  fault  was  it? — Mr.  Millett’s.  I heard  he  wrote  an  apology  to 
Major  Macnamara,  which  he  sent  late  in  the  day,  to  say  he  was  so  pressed  by 
writing,  and  business  for  the  Board,  that  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  accept  his 
invitation. 

4335-  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  I understand  you  to  say  you  retired  from  the 
meeting  of  the  30th  of  November  with  Mr.  Burton? — I did,  for  a short  while. 

433G.  Did  you  and  he  go  out  together  by  consent? — We  went  together.  I 
said  to  Mr.  Burton,  ‘Holding  a commission  of  the  peace,  I do  not  like  remain- 
ing here  to  listen  to  such  expressions  used  against  the  Government  and  the 
Board.”  When  we  were  out  afterwards,  I said,  “ We  are  here  as  magistrates, 
and  we  ought  to  go  back.” 

4337.  Did  you  stay  till  the  end  of  the  meeting? — Yes,  nearly,  I think. 

4338.  Mr.  Bellm\]  Did  any  magistrate  or  cesspayer,  except  yourself,  object 
to  the  presentment  for  tillage  work? — I do  not  think  they  did. 

4339.  Then  the  sessions  approved  of  it? — I heard  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr. 
Hill  and  Mr.  Gamble  caution  the  sessions  it  was  no  use  the  presentments  being 
passed  in  that  way,  for  they  would  not  be  sanctioned. 

4340.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  Yet  the  presentment  was  made,  notwithstanding  that 
remonstrance  ? — They  persisted  in  doing  it. 

4341.  Was  there  not  a good  deal  of  excitement  in  consequence  of  the  officers 
not  allowing  the  people  to  be  employed  in  tillage  ? — There  was. 

4342.  Do  you  not  think  that  feeling  would  have  been  a good  deal  allayed  if 
the  officers  had  made  a proposition  to  refer  the  question  to  the  Board  in  Dublin, 
as  a matter  of  condescension  on  their  part,  with  a view  of  removing  the  feeling 
which  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  people? — I would  say,  upon  the  former  prin- 
ciple that  I contended  against  the  proposition,  it  would  be  a most  ill-advised  pro- 
position oil  the  part  of  the  officers,  for  it  would  be  encouraging  prospects  which, 
we  feared,  never  could  be  realised.  It  was  on  that  ground  I resisted  the  chair- 
man upon  the  very  question;  and  I rather  admired  the  officers  of  the  Board,  at 
the  time,  for  abstaining  to  hold  out  any  encouragement  they  could  not  fulfil. 

4343.  Do  you  think  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  showed  sufficient  confidence  in 
the  officers  of  the  Board,  to  take  their  word,  or  their  interpretation  of  Mr. 
Lahoucliere’s  letter,  without  reference  to  the  Board  in  Dublin? — I am  quite 
certain,  if  the  officers  of  the  Board  at  that  time  had  held  out  a chance,  it  would 
have  been  hailed  with  delight,  and  been  joined  in  at  once. 

4344.  Do  you  not  think  the  impression  would  be  more  effectually  removed 
from  their  minds  if  the  officers  had  consulted  the  Board  in  Dublin,  than  to  take 
the  decision  of  the  officers  upon  the  spot  ? — It  might  have  had  the  effect,  but  I 
would  have  thought  it  a very  injudicious  course,  for  it  could  not  possibly  be  done 
without  bolding  out  hopes  that  we  could  not  have  expected  would  have  been 
realised. 

4345.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  the  meeting  if 
that  course  bad  been  pursued  ? — There  are  a great  many  courses  that  might  have 
been  more  satisfactory,  and  might  not  be  proper. 

4346.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  In  your  opinion  would  holding  out  hopes  of  that 
kind  at  that  time,  and  under  the  circumstances,  be  extremely  injudicious  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  ? — Most  injudicious. 

4347-  Why  ? — It  would  stop  anything  like  industry,  and  even  what  the  others 
said  had  a bad  effect  on  the  country. 

43il S-  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Am  I correct  in  iny  recollection  of  your  statement, 
that  you  stood  alone  in  that  opinion? — 1 do  not  recollect  that  any  other  of  the 
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members  attending  the  road  sessions  expressed  the  same  opinion  that  I did  to  the 
chairman’s  proposition. 

4349.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Are  you  aware  that  any  of  them  entertained,  though 
they  did  not  express,  such  opinions  ? — I cannot  say. 

4350.  Chairman.']  Is  it  not  a subject  of  regret  in  the  county  amongst  all  classes 
that  that  presentment  was  not  passed  ? — I dare  say  numbers  of  the  common  people 
did  regret  it;  but  my  regret  was  that  the  proposition  ever  was  made. 

4351.  Do  not  almost  all  classes,  with  very  few  exceptions,  now  regret  that  that 
presentment,  made  at  Corofin  and  at  Ennistimon  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter 
had  not  been  sanctioned  ? — I cannot  give  a better  answer  than  an  expression 
I made  use  of  to  Mr.  O'Brien  at  Corofin  sessions.  I said,  u I do  not  like  to  be 
a party  to  encourage  hopes  that  will  not  be  realised.  I hope  your  view  of  the 
question  may  be  right.” 

4352.  What  is  the  present  feeling  ?— 1 There  are  a great  number  who  do  com- 
plain it  was  not  done. 

4353-  And  do  they  not  regret  it? — A great  many  regret  it. 

4354-  Is  there  a great  difference  of  opinion  in  your  district  of  Ireland  on 
almost  all  these  questions,  what  sum  should  be  presented,  how  the  men  should  be 
put  on  works,  and  so  on  ? — There  is  a sort  of  disorganized  state  of  Ireland,  near 
Ennistimon,  that  can  hardly  be  compared  with  other  localities. 

4355.  Mr.  JV.  Williams .]  Do  you  not  think  if  the  presentment  made  at  this 
meeting  for  employing  the  people  upon  tillage  had  been  acceded  to,  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  your  neighbourhood? — It  might  be  so  for  the  present  year. 

4356.  Mr . Bellew.]  Is  the  ground  in  that  neighbourhood  generally  tilled?— 
There  is  a great  deal  of  tillage. 

4357.  And  do  you  not  think  any  amount  of  tillage  that  is  now  done,  if  that 
presentment  had  been  made,  would  have  been  done  at  the  public  expense,  instead 
of  being  done  with  private  means? — Unquestionably  it  would;  few  persons 
would  have  tilled  otherwise. 

4358.  There  would  be  less  private  money,  and  more  money  expended  of  the 
public? — Yes. 

. 4359*  Mr.  W.  Williams!]  Have  the  public  derived  considerable  benefit  ?— Con- 
siderable benefit ; but  not  so  much  as  might  be  expected  from  such  a vast  outlay 
of  money. 

4360.  Chairman .]  Is  half  the  soil  of  that  district  still  untilled?— I would  not 
say  it  was. 

4361-2.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — I do  know  a great  deal  about  it. 

4363*  Is  a great  portion  of  it  untiiled  ?■ — There  is  not;  there  is  a vast  deal  of 
small  holdings,  of  a quarter  and  half  acres,  in  the  hands  of  poor  cottier  tenants, 
not  tilled. 


4364-  Mr.  Thornely .]  Would  these  small  portions  of  land  have  been  tilled  if 
the  presentment  had  been  passed? — I think  they  would. 

. 43^5-  Mr.  W.  Williams!]  Do  you  think  that  the  tillage  that  has  been  performed 
is  as  well  done  as  if  it  had  been  done  under  the  directions  of  this  presentment 
and  the  Board  of  Works?— I should  fear  they  would  not  have  been  well  done 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  it  was  so  hard  to  get  the  people  to  work  on  the 
works. 

4366.  There  was  a general  indisposition  to  labour? — Certainly. 

4367*  Chairman!]  Were  you  present  at  any  other  meeting  at  which  Mr.  O’Brien 
was  also  present  ? — I was. 

4368.  When  ? At  a road  sessions  ; I think  Mr.  O’Brien  was  not  chairman. 

4309.  When r That  was  a presentment  session,  on  the  11th  December,  fol- 
low mg  the  one  at  Corofin.  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair. 

4370.  Were  there  disputes  then  ? — Yes. 

4371-  Was  Mr.  Gamble  there? — He  was. 

4372.  Were  there  disputes  on  the  subject  of  implements,  and  the  proceedings 
under  the  Board  of  Works  ?— There  were. 


4373-  Was  there  much  irritation  on  that  day?— A deal  more  than  at  Corofin. 
43/t  Mr.  O'Brien  make  complaints  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Works?-  He  did,  I think,  pretty  nearly  as  at  Corofin. 

4375-  Were  they  similar  sorts  of  discussions  and  disputes* — Very  nearly;  the 
very  same  question  was  mooted  about  Mr.  Laboucliere’s  letter. 

4376.  Was 
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4376.  Was  it  not  a fruitful  source  of  dispute  when  you  had  these  meetings? 

It  was  always  the  subject  of  discussion. 

4377.  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  those  who  thought  with  him,  maintained  one  con- 
stiuction,  and  the  inspecting  officers  and  the  other  officers  maintained  another?— 
They  did. 

4378*  Lid  Mr.  O’Brien  maintain  his  opinions  with  some  warmth? — He  did. 

4379-  In  your  opinion  were  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  quite  cool  and 
temperate  r — I think  very  much  so. 

43S0.  Who  took  the  chair  ? — Major  Macnamara. 

438!.  Do  you  remember  his  complaining  of  discourtesy  shown  to  him  in  the 
relief  committee  at  Killilagh  ? — He  did. 

43S2.  Do  you  remember  what  Major  Macnamara's  address  to  Mr.  Gamble  was 
on  his  entering  the  room  ? — “ Who  are  you  ?” 

«S3.  What  e la  Mr  Gamble  say  r— That  he  was  an  officer  of  the  Board, 
occupied  ?— He  d?”  MaC“™ara  ask  Mr-  Gamble  if  1,e  k"e"’  "hat  position  he 

4385-  What  did  he  say  ?— Mr.  Gamble  said,  “ I do  understand  the  distin- 
gu  isned  position  which  you  hold  in  this  county.” 

4386.  Was  the  discourtesy,  of  which  Major  Macnamara  complained,  that  he 
did  not  receive  any  letter? — 1 believe  this  came  out  after  that. 

4387-  To  whom  was  the  letter  sent?— Major  Macnamara  complained  of  this 
letter  not  being  replied  to  by  Mr.  Gamble,  and  Mr.  Gamble  said  he  had  put  the 
letter  into  the  post.  t 

43SS.  Did  not  Major  Macnamara  at  that  meeting  also  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  the  stewards  and  gangsmen?— He  did.  r “ 

43S9.  Had  he  not  great  reason  for  that  complaint?— I do  not  know  of  mv 
own  knowledge.  J 

4390.  Do  you  remember  that  Major  Macnamara  complained  that  Mr.  Millett 
had  given  directions  to  the  steward  at  Killilagh  not  to  hold  communication  with 
the  telief  committee r — I remember  that  was  said. 

4391-  Was  there  reason  for  that,  do  yon  know?— Mr.  Millett  accounted  for  it 
uy  saying  he  acted  under  instructions. 

4392.  Have  yon  any  reason  to  doubt  that  Major  Macnamara  in  these  com- 
madi th’emft'iri™  fa,rI-v  and  '"-1  -™  sure  that  he  was  convinced  he 

4393-  Lol'd  J-  Manners.]  Have  you  seen  Captain  Wynne’s  letter,  detailing  the 

proceedings  of  this  meeting  ? — I have.  ° 

4394-  You  are  aware  in  that  letter  he  says,  “ I and  the  other  officers  of  your 

Board  have  strong  reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Mem- 
bers, who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and 
all,  to  the  assassin  and  hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description 
who  weie  present  r — I remember  reading  that.  1 

4395.  Do  you  think  that  Captain  Wynne  was  justified  in  writing  this  account 
of  the  conduct  of  the  county  Members  at  the  meeting  ? — I think  so  far  justified 
that  the  conduct  of  the  county  Members  was  injudicious,  in  the  sentiments  they 
expressed,  and  the  excitement  they  produced;  but  I am  satisfied  as  to  their 
intending  to  hold  them  up,  they  never  intended  to  do  so  to  the  assassin 

4390.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] Were  the  people  at  that  time  in  a very  excited 
state  r — indeed  they  were.  J 

O’Brien  Can  you  specify  any  expressions  made  use  ofby  Mr. 

MeV,  M M 3 Macnamara,  which  would  have  that  tendency  ?— I remember 
friend.  HnTara  addre5sed  ,hem  os  his  tenants,  and  his  freeholders,  and  bis 

accused  Mr  uatarf?  keepi”S  the  ““  off  and  he 

accused  Mr.  Millett  of  having  called  them  “ruffians.” 

he  did  d Mr*  °’Brien  S3y  anythiD8 in  a similar  way  ?-I  do  not  now  recollect 

tlSSa-  lllink  Mr-  Mi,,ett'S  Iife  was  in  danger  ? I do  not 

wast°t°ainm;STGTTf  iD°  -V0U  consider  the  safet-'’  of  ‘he  other  officers 
them In  t Zln  ” i3’  7 * ^ Passed ‘-There  was  one  time  I really  thought 
mined  to  t Jke  care  nfth*  °”i  t lC^  sefmed  <°  me  to  be  people  who  were  deter- 
lir  w emftes"  Lut  I was  uneasy  for  them. 

upon  eith  ei  rnfTi,  Dld  y°a  hear  ‘hat  any  acts  of  violence  were  committed 

uponeithei  of  these  gentlemeo  by  this  excited  mob?-I  think  I heard  that  Mr. 
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Mr.  Archdeacon  Millett  had  been  handled  roughly  in  the  street  of  Ennistown,  but  I never  wit 

John  Whitly.  nessed  any  violence  ; there  was  one  day  I was  going  into  the  sessions,  and 

•m  Mav  18  - not‘ce  'vas  Put  *nto  my  hands  which  I did  not  mind  at  the  time  ; for  going'into  the 

21  ay  i 47.  sess;ons  i liever  look  at  a paper,  but  when  1 went  upon  the  bench  I opened  the 

paper,  and  it  was  cautioning  me  to  caution  Mr.  Millett  not  to  go  into  the  sessions 
house.  No  person  saw  this  letter,  and  I desired  one  of  the  police  to  call  up  Mr 
Millett  to  me  ; I did  not  say  one  word  to  him,  I desired  him  to  sit  down  and* 
I kept  him  there  till  I went  out. 

4402.  Was  he  in  any  way  molested  when  he  went  out  ?— There  was  no  attempt 

to  molest  him,  as  I saw.  " 

4403.  Chairman.]  After  the  investigation  of  the  complaints  made  by  Major 

Macnamara  was  Mr.  Millett  removed  to  another  part  of  the  same  county? jje 

has  been  acting  in  a different  part  of  the  county  ; but  I do  not  know  when  lie  was 
removed. 

4404.  Was  it  after  that  meeting  ? — Certainly. 

4405.  Sir  J.  Manners .]  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Millett  was  moved  nearer  Major 
Macnamara’s  residence  than  before  ? — Yes ; he  was  moved  out  of  Ennistimon. 

4406.  Chairman.]  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  meeting  of  the  loth 
December  ; was  there,  on  that  occasion,  as  on  others,  a great  deal  of  dispute  and 
excitement  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  officer  of  the  Government,  Captain 
Wynne? — That  is  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct. 

4407.  Did  they  differ  in  their  opinions? — Very  materially. 

4408.  Have  you  seen  the  statement  in  “ The  Clare  Journal”  of  the  report  of 
what  took  place  at  that  meeting? — I have. 

4409.  Is  that  substantially  correct? — Yes. 

4410-11.  There  is  nothing  stated  that  ought  not  to  be  there,  but  there  may  be 
omissions  ? — Exactly. 

4412.  At  one  time  did  the  uproar  and  confusion  become  very  great  ? — It  was  so 
great  that  I considered  it  was  one  of  the  most  disgraceful  meetings,  and  dis- 
graceful scenes  I ever  was  in;  I was  chairman  of  the  meeting,  andTf  was  quite 
ashamed. 

4413.  What  produced  that  ? — There  was  no  sort  of  order:  I could  not  keep 

order.  r 


4414.  Did  any  particular  person  produce  that,  or  was  it  the  general  tone  or 
temper  of  the  meeting  r Up  to  a certain  period  the  meeting  was  very  quiet  and 
orderly  conducted  ; there  had  been  some  previous  discussion  ; one  or  two  county 
magistrates  wanted  the  investigations  to  take  place  in  open  court;  Captain  Wynne 
piotested  against  that,  and  that  produced  some  little  angry  discussion  ; I took 
the  hbetty  of  suggesting  to  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  that  it  was  a com- 
mittee business  and  not  a public  investigation,  and  I would  strongly  recommend 
rffi*  ^et,nn§’  f°r  ^ should  be  happy  to  be  released  from  what  I considered  a 
difficulty  ; Captain  Wynne  said  lie  would  not  attend  the  public  committee  if  it 
was  done  in  the  presence  of  what  he  called  the  multitude;  he  said  he  would  not 
consent  to  go  into  the  investigation  before  that  multitude  ; and  one  man  spoke  in  a 
way  that  Jed  him  to  say,  “ that  gentleman’s  conduct  is  quite  sufficient  to  warrant  me.” 

4415.  Was  Major  Macnamara,  the  chairman,  outside? — He  had  been  called  to 
the  chair  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

4416.  Was  the  meeting  adjourned? — At  this  suggestion  of  mine  the  two  gen- 
tlemen agreed,  and  we  went  into  the  committee-room. 

4417.  Was  there  a good  deal  of  discussion? — A vast  deal. 

4418.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  excited? — A great  deal. 

j ^r‘  O’Brien  excited  during  that  inquiry  into  Mr.  Millett’s  con- 

duct ?— No,  I think  not. 


4420.  Was  not  that  the  object  of  the  meeting? — That  was  the  object  of  our 
adjournment  into  the  committee-room. 

■ j4.21\,?id af[er  tbat>  in  committee,  commence  the  discussion  of  other  suh- 
jects? — We  did. 


4422.  Was  that  on  the  construction  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  ?— No. 

4423.  Was  It  about  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  that  the  discussion  took  place? 
— the  investigation  had  been  closed  on  Mr.  Milieu’s  conduct ; and  after  that  in- 
vestigation  was  closed,  Captain  Wynne  came  forward,  stating  lie  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Board,  calling  on  him  to  investigate  in  to  the  conduct  of  two  mem- 
beis  ot  trie  Liscanoor  committee,  and  there  was  a good  deal  of  excitement;  and 
on  that  Captain  Wynne  produced  the  Board’s  letters. 


4424.  Were 
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. f4?4/  'i\«ere/vli?S-e  tlle  let,ers r— Those  were  tile  letters,  copies  of  which  I fur- 
mshed  to  Mr.  0 Bnen. 

[The  following  Letters  were  then  handed  in,  and  read:] 


County  of  Clare. 

Barony  of  Corcomroe.— Liscannor  Division. 


Sir, 


Richmond  Place,  Limerick, 
December  1846. 


rv..  ,i  . •=■  .uccBmuer  1046. 

O.n  the  part  of  the  tenants  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property  in  the  local  if  v T , * , 

mismanagement,  and  in  their  own  people  on  the  work,  tbe 

tenants  hare  made  to  me.  I was  in  that  part  of  the  country  about  a foXiofo  to  H 

btackpoole  and  Ins  tenants  to  forward  this  complaint.  A road  was  na«ed  it  thi  liP 

ST  Th  BbIyCOf‘°n  -t0  BaIIyf"de“.  i“  this  same  locality^  conWniX "°08 
W,nll  1 • load  has  been  long  in  contemplation  ; the  landlord  and  tile  tenants  on'TVan 
btackpoole  s property  will  not  require  any  compensation  for  the  land,  if  the  road  be  made 
and  I am  sure  it  is  far  more  generally  useful  thL  others  that  are  applied  for  and  passed  ’ 

I am,  &c. 

Tiie  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works, 

Office,  Custom-House,  Dublin. 


(signed)  Geo.  Westropp. 


Sir  Richmond  Place,  Limerick, 

i , . , , , 9 December  184G. 

i ha\  e the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  (not  reoAiW  i,„ 
unt.1  yesterday  evening);  in  reply  f beg  to  say  I am  oVmTb  to 
where  1 shall  be  detained  for  a fortniglt.  Although 

cannor  complained  very  openly,  and  ill  strong  language  of  the  manner  m*thX 
re,S°nTirTtt“  "ere  givi,:g.tl’e  relief  tickets>  that  it  was  hopeless  to  expert  mv 
XBr  enW  e,tBUfl"eSS  lV™  r°  X"  ““““'rolled  mismanagement,  still  from  S?r5 

he  miX  lfnv“ Vf  ieaF  P001’16  haVe  °f  him’  aml  the  ma"y  “PPortmiities 

Sis 

££,333^ S=Hi?pES3S 

and  that  there  is  no  use  for  any  oSe  to  thh  1-  !f  ? p®  by  -tbe  roads  aild  Public  money, 
Dean  Stackpoole’s  wish  that  this  matter  shotfo  he  faFl  “S  “r,°PP,os‘“g  them.  It  is 
tor  himself  and  his  tenantry;  but  X does  not  lit  S “Xl’^  X?J.  he,  seeks  fav0“r 
without  a remedy,  or  that  tbev  are  to  he  taX  , ‘ i tbeI?  thlnk  they  are  wronged 

not  more  in  want  of  relief  than  tbemseh  es  d “UPP  7 the  te,lants  of  “J  ma" 


Edward  Wynne,  Esq.  Ennis. 


I have.  Sec.. 

(signed)  Geo.  Westropp . 


0.105. 


Mr.  Archdeacon 
John  Whitty. 


•a  1 May  1847. 
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Mr.  Archdeacon 
John  W kitty. 


21  May  1847. 


Relief  Service. 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin,  4 November  1846. 


Clare  District : 

Referred  document,  No.  10517,  bearing 
date  the  2d  day  of  December  1846,  from 
George  Westropp,  esq.  statiug  that  the  ten- 
ants on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property  com- 
plain that  they  can  get  no  employment  on 
the  relief  works  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe. 

This  docket  and  enclosures  to  be  returned 
to  this  office,  with  your  report. 


Answer  or  explanation  on  subjects  of 
reference  to  be  stated  in  this  column,  unless 
when  a special  report  is  required,  which  will 
be  stated. 


By  order, 


To  Captain  Wynne, 
Ennis. 


E.  Hornsby, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


4425.  Did  these  letters  irritate  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— Decidedly. 

4426.  Do  you  consider  they  were  calculated  to  irritate  him,  and  to  give  him 
offence  ? — I was  not  at  all  surprised  at  his  being  irritated  at  such  imputations 
being  thrown  upon  him. 

4427.  Did  he  complain  of  not  having  any  previous  notice  of  having  those 
charges  investigated  ? — He  did. 

4428.  Did  he  complain  of  notice  having  been  given  to  Westropp,  and  not 
having  been  given  to  him? — No,  I think  Mr.  O’Brien  is  mistaken  in  that;  I was 
surprised,  onreading  one  of  the  letters,  to  see  myself  that  notice  had  been  given 
that  a communication  had  passed  between  Mr.  Westropp  and  Captain  Wynne; 
and  I was  almost  trembling  for  fear  Mr.  O’Brien  would  lay  hold  of  that,  fori 
thought  it  an  unreasonable  thing  that  there  should  be  an  application  to  one,  and 
not  to  the  other  ; but  Mr.  O’Brien  took  no  notice  of  it. 

4429.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  it  after  complaining  that  he  had  not  received 
notice  that  he  said  lie  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  officers  of  the  Board, 
and  he  knew  that,  in  consequence,  there  was  a conspiracy  against  him,  and  he  did 
not  care  who  took  it  to  himself? — He  did  say  so. 

4430.  Did  he  say,  “ he  did  not  care  who  took  it  to  himself”  ? — He  did. 

4431.  You  have  a precise  remembrance  of  that? — I have. 

4432.  What  did  Captain  Wynne  remark  upon  that  ?—  Captain  Wynne,  upon  the 
word  “conspiracy”  coming  out,  got  up,  and  certainly  said,  that  if  allusions  were 
made  to  himself,  he  treated  it  with  contempt.  At  the  word  “contempt”  he  was 
stopped  ; there  was  an  immense  uproar  in  the  room.  I called  and  begged  and 
entreated,  as  chairman,  that  Captain  Wynne  should  be  heard  out  to  finish  his  sen- 
tence ! He  was  not  heard  ; there  was  a general  cry  in  the  room,  “ Turn  him  out !’ 

“ Don’t  let  him  speak.”  I did  all  I could.  I never  saw  anything  like  the  tmnult 
and  uproar.  There  was  a great  deal  of  excitement  out  of  the  court,  and  I did  not 
know  where  the  thing  would  end. 

4433.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien,  after  that,  come  up  and  ask  you  to  bind  over  Captain 
Wynne  to  keep  the  peace  ? — In  the  middle  of  this  Mr.  O’Brien  said,  “I  call  upon 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  require  Captain  Wynne  to  enter  into  securities  to  keep 
the  peace.”  I took  no  notice  of  that  at  first ; it  was  repeated,  and  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
repeating  it,  I said  “ For  what?  ” Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  leave  his  place. 

4434.  Chairman.']  Did  another  gentleman,  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman,  take 
great  offence  at  what  was  said  ? — Mr.  Hanrahan  expressed  himself  very  strongly, 
and  I think  very  improperly. 

4435.  Did  he  take  offence  at  these  words,  and  did  he  not  charge  Captain 
Wynne  with  insulting  him? — He  did,  and  said  he  ought  to  be  turned  out. 

4436.  Mr.  Solicitor- G eneral.]  You  were  the  chairman,  and  this  passed  immedi- 
ately before  you.  In  your  judgment,  do  you  consider  that  the  behaviour  of  Captain 
Wynne  was  wanting  in  courtesy  or  in  temper  upon  that  occasion  ? — By  no  means; 
on  the  contrary,  I will  state  my  fullest  conviction,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  most  decided  forbearance  upon  Captain  Wynne’s  part,  and  all  the  other 
officers  of  the  Board,  I trembled  for  the  consequences  ; I did  not  know  what  might 
happen. 

4437.  What  were  the  consequences  you  had  in  your  mind  when  you  say  you 
trembled  for  the  consequences  ? — The  sort  of  uproar  and  riot  I was  afraid  would 
ensue. 

4438.  Mr. 
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4438.  Mr.  Rep  ton.']  Did  you  mean  bloodshed  ? — I did  not  know  what  con- 
sequences. 

4439.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  Did  you  afterwards  gain  the  captain  an  oppor- 
tunity for  explanation  ? — I did. 

4440.  Was  that  exjilanation  satisfactory,  to  y-ou  at  ieast? — Yes,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  too ; they  were  all  satisfied.  I said  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  “ There  are  other 
magistrates  in  the  room ; if  they  choose  to  adopt  the  course  of  binding  over  Cap- 
tain Wynne,  it  is  for  them  to  act.” 

4441.  Chairman.]  You  would  state  your  views  generally  coincided  with  those 
of  Captain  Wynne? — I never  had  any  occasion  to  differ  from  him. 

4442.  On  the  10th  of  March  1847,  did  you  write  a letter  to  Captain  Wynne, 
to  this  effect : “ I have  no  hesitation  in  giving  my  decided  opinion  that,  under 
most  trying  circumstances,  you  never  appeared  to  forget  the  situation  in  which 
you  stood,  and  in  which  your  best  endeavours  were  exerted  to  do  your  duty 
fearlessly  and  uprightly.  I had  only  in  Corofin  and  Ennistimon  any  opportunity 
of  witnessing  your  conduct  in  the  relief  committees,  and  at  presenting  ses- 
sions” ? — I thought  it  was  the  least  that  was  due  to  the  gentleman. 

4443.  With  regard  to  the  word  “conspiracy”;  did  not  Mr.  O'Brien’s  use  of 
that  word  apply  to  Dean  Stackpoole  and  to  Mr.  Westropp,  who  had  been  sup- 
posed to  bring  these  very  grave  charges  against  him,  and  not  to  any  other  per- 
son ? — He  did  not  confine  it  to  that. 

4444.  By  the  context,  did  you  not  understand  it  to  be  applicable  to  those  gen- 
tlemen ? — I thought  he  attributed  it  to  all ; and  so  much  so,  that  when  the  meeting 
was  over  I went  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  said,  “ I shall  be  sorry  to  leave  you  without 
shaking  hands;  I hope  you  don't  identify  me  with  what  you  have  attributed  to 
others.” 

4445.  Did  you  make  an  apology  for  reading  those  letters? — I did  all  I could 
to  avoid  reading  the  letters.  I said,  “ they  are  very  long  letters,  and  it  is  very 
late.” 

4446.  Did  you  make  any  apology  r — I made  no  apology  but  that. 

4447.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] “ He  did  not  care  who  took  it  to  himself”;  have 
you  any  doubt  about  those  words  being  directed  to  Captain  Wynne  ? — I think 
they  were. 

4448.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Gamble  on  any  occasion  act  in  an  unbecoming  or 
improper  manner? — I never  saw  it. 

4449.  Is  it  your  decided  opinion,  from  the  intercourse  you  had  with  those  two 
gentlemen,  that  they  both  conducted  themselves  properly  in  the  execution  of 
their  duties  r — I have  not  a second  opinion  upon  it. 

4450.  How  long  have  you  known  Major  Macnamara? — Most  intimately  for  25 
years. 

4451.  Have  you  acted  together  always  at  sessions? — I have  always  bad  the 
happiness  of  acting  with  him  at  sessions. 

4452.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  major’s  property  at  Killilagh  1 — I am. 

4453.  And  his  tenants  ? — I am. 

4454.  Are  they  respectable  ? — Indeed  they  are. 

4455.  Are  they  the  best  in  the  county? — A very  good  population. 

4456.  Good  tenants  and  a good  landlord  ? — I think  so. 

4457.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Members  for  Clare  are 
resident  proprietors,  who  have  expended  large  sums  in  the  improvement  of  their 
respective  estates,  and  bettering  the  condition  of  their  tenants? — Mr.  O’Brien  is 
a person  who  has  spent  a great  deal  of  money  on  his  estates ; he  and  Major  Mac- 
namara are  the  only  resident  gentry. 

4458.  Have  you  not  frequently  visited  their  estates,  and  expressed  your  admira- 
tion of  the  improvements  made  upon  them  ? — I was  greatly  pleased  with  going 
.through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  last  summer,  and  seeing  the  large  iron  gates  and 
good  houses. 

44.59-  Chairman .]  Did  many  of  the  gentlemen  in  that  neighbourhood  dismiss 
the  labourers  who  were  usually  employed  by  them? — Great  numbers. 


-0.105. 


Mr.  Archdeacea 
John  H’hitty. 


21  May  1847. 
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Lunas,  31°  die  Mali,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
M r.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Rev.  Archdeacon  The  Rev.  Archdeacon  John  Whitty,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

John  Whhty, 

4460.  Chairman .]  DID  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  4th  December,  at  Ennis- 

31  May  1847.  timon,  tell  the  people  that  at  Corofin  he  was  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if 
he  meant  to  be  personal  when  he  insinuated  that  the  gentry  of  the  county  were 
capable  of  placing  the  comfortable  tenants  on  the  lists  ? — Yes ; I recollect  that 
Mr.  O’Brien  did  make  that  remark. 

4461.  Did  you  observe  whether  the  remark  he  so  made  produced  any  effect 
upon  the  people  to  whom  it  was  addressed? — I think  it  excited  the  people  a great 
deal. 

4462.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  What  was  the  nature  of  the  excitement  you  observed? 
— They  seemed  to  applaud  Mr.  O’Brien. 

4463.  Was  there  any  other  demonstration  beyond  that? — There  was  nothing 
violent ; it  was  evident  approbation  in  the  meeting. 

4464.  Chairman.']  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  say  to  the  people  at  the  same 
meeting,  that  Captain  Wynne  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  relief  com- 
mittees, and  that  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differed  from  Captain  Wynne’s  policy  in 
excluding  the  poor  man  from  relief  so  long  as  he  possessed  any  other  means  to 
subsist  upon  ? — I was  surprised  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s  remark,  in  saying  that  Captain 
Wynne  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  it. 

4465.  Did  he  make  the  remark? — Certainly. 

4466.  And  it  surprised  you? — Certainly. 

4467.  Did  he  also  say  he  differed  from  Captain  Wynne’s  policy  when  he 
excluded  a poor  man  from  relief  so  long  as  he  possessed  any  other  means  to  sub- 
sist upon? — I did  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  make  a remark,  using  the  word  “ policy.” 

4468.  The  policy  was,  that  Captain  Wynne  wished  to  exclude  a poor  man 
from  relief  so  long  as  he  possessed  any  other  means  to  subsist  upon  ? — That  was 
the  remark  that  Mr.  O’Brien  made. 

4469.  Was  it  not  one  very  common  objection  made  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, by  the  Irish  gentry,  that  poor  men,  though  in  want,  were  excluded  from 
relief  merely  because  they  had  some  land,  or  some  cattle,  or  some  beast  on 
which  it  was  said  they  could  subsist? — Why,  I heard  that  put  forward;  but 
I always  heard  the  officers  state  that  all  they  wanted  to  establish  was,  so  long  as  a 
more  destitute  person  was  not  cared  for,  or  not  provided  for,  that  they  must  oppose 
the  others  being  put  on.  That  was  what  I always  heard  as  the  principle. 

4470.  Mr.  TF.  Williams .]  When  you  say,  “ By  one  class  being  put  on  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  others,”  there  was  no  limitation  of  numbers,  I presume,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list? — I think  very  often  Mr.  Gamble  stated  a certain  number  of 
men  were  wanted  for  certain  work,  and  so  far  as  that  they  were  limited. 

4471.  Was  not  the  object  of  the  relief  committee  to  afford  relief  to  every 
class  of  persons  which  was  supposed  to  be  in  want  of  relief? — Decidedly. 

4472.  Irrespective  of  any  number  that  might  be  put  on? — Yes;  and  I heard 
Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  both  say  their  object  was  to  put  on  every 
person  who  wanted  relief. 

4473 • I understand  you  to  state,  that  if  a person  possessed  some  means  of 
subsistence,  supposing  he  disposed  of  the  whole  of  his  property,  that  by  keep- 
ing 
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ing  that  person  on  the  works  a person  without  any  means  whatever  would  not 
necessarily  be  excluded  ? — I would  not  go  that  length.  I think  it  was  the 
cause  of  "the  people  being  left  off,  on  account  of  there  being  such  a number 
upon  the  works,  and  that  improper  people  being  put  upon  the  works,  people  that 
were  destitute  were  often  deprived  of  relief. 

4474.  We  have  had  evidence  given,  producing  very  much  this  effect,  that 
improper  persons  were  put  on,  and  really  destitute  persons  were  excluded  in 
consequence.  I understand  you  to  state,  that  although  destitute  persons  were 
kept  off  the  works,  it  was  not  in  consequence  of  other  persons  being  placed  on? 
— I think  it  was  in  consequence  of  other  people  who  ought  not  to  have  been 
put  on. 

4475.  There  must,  then,  have  been  a limitation  to  the  number  ? — I declare  I 
do  not  know  how  that  was ; I think  there  must  have  been  a limitation  ; it  was 
impossible  to  put  on  the  unlimited  number. 

4476.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instructions  being  given  from  the  Board  of  Works 
in  Dublin  to  limit  the  number  of  persons  to  be  employed  in  your  district,  or  any 
other? — I never  heard  there  were. 

4477.  Chairman.]  Did  you  hear  charges  brought  forward  in  public  against  the 
Government  officers,  that  they  prevented  the  employment  of  the  people,  and 
appointed  strangers  to  the  situations  of  stewards? — I did. 

4478.  By  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare? — I think  it  was  one  of  the  charges 
that  the  gentlemen  themselves  accused  the  officers  of,  or  at  least  stated  that  it 
was  done. 

4479.  Which  of  them  ? — I think  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  both 
complained. 

44S0.  You  say  you  heard  both  of  them  make  these  complaints  ? — I think  so ; 

I am  speaking  from  recollection. 

4481.  Where  did  you  hear  those  complaints  made  ? — In  the  public  meeting  at 
Ennistimon. 

4482.  By  both  the  Members  for  Clare  ? — Yes  ; and  I beard  Major  Macnamara 
object  principally  to  one  improper  person  being  on. 

4483.  Did  he  object  because  he  was  a stranger,  or  because  be  was  an  improper 
person  ? — An  improper  person. 

4484.  Did  he  not  object  because  he  had  been  charged  with  committing  a 
robbery? — I did  not  bear  what  the  charge  was  against  him. 

4485.  Did  he  not  say  that  the  complaint  was,  that  this  person  was  improper 
for  the  situation,  and  that  he  was  a mere  stranger? — That  was  the  objection,  that 
he  was  an  improper  man. 

44S6.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  make  any  objection  as  to  their  being  mere 
strangers? — I thing  they  both  did. 

4487.  Mr.  Bellew.]  They  were  not  of  that  relief  committee  district? — Not  of 
that  district. 

44SS.  Chairman.]  On  what  day  was  this?  — I cannot  charge  my  memory;  I 
attended  so  many  meetings ; but  i think  it  was  at  the  Ennistimon.  meeting. 

4489.  Did  you  hear  it  more  than  once? — I did,  repeatedly. 

4490.  Did  that  appear  to  produce  any  effect  upon  the  people  to  whom  it  was 
addressed? — All  those  expressions  had  a visible  effect  upon  the  people. 

4491.  Did  you,  at  any  of  the  meetings,  hear  the  stewards  called  geese  or 
turkeys  because  they  had  paid  for  their  appointments? — I heard  that  mentioned 
by  Major  Macnamara  ; I certainly  think  I heard  it  spoken  of. 

4492.  Mr.  Reptonf]  Is  there  any  doubt  about  it?— The  report  was  very 
current,  but  I cannot  say  I believed  it  myself. 

4493.  Chairman.]  Was  any  instance  mentioned  of  a person  having  obtained 
his  office  by  paying  money  for  it? — I do  not  think  there  was  any  individual 
mentioned. 

4494.  Did  there  appear  to  be  a general  impression  that  the  fact  was  so,  that 
strangers  did  pay  money  for  their  places  ? — I never  heard  it  till  Major  Macna- 
mara mentioned  it  at  the  meeting. 

4495.  Did  you  hear  it  often  afterwards  ? — I heard  it  spoken  of  afterwards,  and 
made  a matter  of  joke. 

4496.  To  whom  did  Major  Macnamara  impute  the  receipt  of  money  so  given  ? 
— The  only  way  I can  answer  that  is,  that  I think  Captain  Wynne  asked  Major 
Macnamara  whether  they  imputed  it  to  Mr.  Millett,  and  he  distinctly  stated  he 
did  not ; that  is  the  principal  thing  I remember. 

' 0.105.  L14  4497*  I 
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Hev.  Archdeacon  4497-  I think  you  said  some  time  ago,  that  the  complaints  made  by  the  Mem- 
John  fV kitty.  bers  for  Clare  against  the  officers  produced  a visible  effect,  upon  the  people;  what 

did  you  mean  by  that? — I think  they  looked  upon  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Mac- 

31  May  1847.  namara  as  their  friends,  and  that  made  them  look  upon  the  officers  of  the  Board 
as  people  that  were  not  willing  to  be  so  friendly  towards  them.  I would  wish  to 
be  allowed  to  correct  an  answer  I made  in  my  former  evidence  on  the  last  day  I 
was  examined.  I was  asked  if  I knew  of  any  member  of  the  committee  beim*  a 
steward  or  a ganger  upon  the  works  ; I said  I did  not.  I do  now  know  one  man 
who  was  a member  of  the  committee,  and  I think  a member  in  right  of  being  a 
ratepayer,  a man  of  the  name  of  Wrynn.  I do  know  that,  for  I had  occasion  to 
examine  him  as  a steward  on  a particular  committee. 

449S.  Who  put  him  on  as  a ganger  ? — I do  not  know. 

4499.  As  an  ordinary  guardian  and  ex  officio  member  of  the  committee  or 
only  as  chairman? — Decidedly  not;  but  according  to  the  last  regulation* for 
forming  committees,  certain  ratepayers  were  members  of  the  district  committees. 

4500.  Directing  your  attention  to  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  at  Ennisti- 
mon  on  the  4th  December,  I wish  to  ask  you,  whether  you  think  the  course  taken 
at  that  meeting  by  both  the  Members  for  Clare,  and  the  complaints  they  made  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  the  addresses  they  made  in  the  presence  of 
the  people,  were  calculated  to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works  in  the  execution  of  their  duty? — I think  so;  I did  deplore  the  line 
adopted;  I should  be  sorry  to  have  adopted  the  same  line  myself.  Every  one,  I 
think,  had  a right  to  his  own  opinion,  and  I was  certainly  sorry  that  such  a course 
was  adopted. 

4501.  You  took  a view  rather  more  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
Government  officers  than  the  Members  for  Clare? — I did  so,  because  I thought 
it  due  to  the  officers,  from  their  conduct. 

4502.  Do  you  think  the  course  they  pursued  was  likely  to  lead  to  any  other 
consequences  than  increasing  the  difficulties  of  the  officers?— It  is  hard  to  say 
what  consequences  might  be  produced ; but  I would  say  that  unquestionably  there 
is  danger,  in  an  excited  population  such  as  that  is,  of  what  results  may  occur. 

4503;  Would  not  that  danger  arise  under  any  circumstances,  from  parties 
addressing  them,  and  being  considered  more  their  friends  than  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  even  without  any  irritating  language?— It  would  ; but  it  would  be 
increased  by  the  irritating  language. 

4504.  Was  there  irritating  language  used  by  the  Members,  such  as,  in  your 
opinion,  would  increase  their  danger? — I think  it  was  imprudent  language,  cer- 
tainly; I thought  it  was  an  imprudent  thing  to  mention  that  thev  thought  the 
officers  were  insulting  the  people. 

4595-  Supposing  they  held  that  opinion  conscientiously,  you  still,  I apprehend, 
state  it  would  be  imprudent  to  have  mentioned  it  ? — I declare  I think  so  ; these 
are  not  safe  things  to  put  forward. 

4506.  Mr.  rv.  Williams.]  I wish  to  ask  if,  in  point  of  fact,  difficulties  were 
thrown  m the  way  of  the  Government  officers  performing  their  duties,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  expressions  used  by  the  Members  for  Clare  to  which  you  have 
referred  r— 1 cannot  say  I could  point  to  the  exact  difficulties  that  did  exist. 

4507.  In  the  opinion  you  have  expressed,  it  is  a mere  speculative  opinionr 
and  not  warranted  by  facts  that  took  place  subsequently? — That  is,  in  one 
respect  I think  I am  privileged  to  form  an  opinion.  1 found  the  conduct  of  the 
people  themselves  to  myseli  altered  from  the  moment  I appeared  to  take  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board. 

4508.  W hat  was  the  nature  of  that  alteration  that  took  place  in  the  people’s 
conduct  to  yourself,  personally  ? — I was  once  or  twice  hustled  about  in  the  streets 
of  Ennistiroon,  and  I think  I was  in  some  degree  of  personal  danger,  and  an 
officer  of  the  police  came  to  me  and  said,  “You  have  no  right  to  be  going 
through  the  people  so ; you  are  in  danger.” 

. .4509;  Notwithstanding  that,  you  went  amongst  the  people,  and  received  no 
injury  from  them  ? — I received  no  injury,  and  certainly,  though  it  is  not  plea- 
sant to  speak  of  one’s  self,  I affected  to  show  I was  in  no  danger  ; one  man 
held  a stick  at.  me,  and  I took  the  stick  out  of  his  hand,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  some  of  the  stewards  employed  in  the  streets  of  Ennistimon,  and  for  two. 
of  the  policemen  running  up,  I would  not  be  sure  I would  be  safe. 

451°-  Are  you  prepared  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  that  assault  attempted. 
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to  be  committed  upon  you.  tvas  in  consequence  of  any  act  of  the  Members  for  Rev.  Archdeacon 
Clare? — I cannot  say  but  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  feeling  existing  John  Whiity. 

against  me,  which  I could  appeal  to  the  honourable  Members  for  Clare  them- 

selves  to  state  did  not  exist  against  me  before.  3i  May  1847. 

4511.  That  was  in  consequence  of  your  taking  side  with  the  officers? — I cannot 
attribute  it  to  anything  else. 

45;  2.  Can  you  not  suppose  the  people  might  feel  ill-will  towards  the  officers 
of  the  Government,  independent  of  the  language  of  Mr.  O’Brien? — They  used 
this  expression,  “ We  blame  you,  Archdeacon  Whilty,  that  you  do  not  do  as  Mr. 

O’Brien  ancl  Major  Macnamara  do.”  They  said,  “ We  blame  you,  Archdeacon 
"Whilty.’*  I said,  “That  is  very  hard;  I am  doing  all  I can  for  you  night  and 
day_;  it  is  hard  to  blame  me  ; I never  deceived  you  in  my  life.”  They  said, 

“ We  do  blame  you  ; why  do  you  not  do  as  the  other  gentlemen  do?” 

4 51 3-  Chairman.]  Who  did  they  mean  by  “the  other  gentlemen”? — They 
had  named  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara. 

4514.  And  other  gentlemen  as  well? — They  did  include  others,  certainly. 

45 1 5‘  Other  gentlemen  of  the  county? — I should  think  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

4516.  Mr.  Bellew.]  It  does  not  appear  that  any  one,  except  you  and  Mr.  Bur- 
ton, disagreed  with  the  Members  for  Clare ; you  and  Mr.  Burton  were  the  only 
two  who  disagreed  ? — I think  so. 

4517.  You,  being  two  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  agreed  with  the 
officers  of  the  Government  ? — I think  we  did. 

4518.  Chairman .]  The  large  majority  of  the  committee  agreed  with  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare,  and  took  their  part,  asserting  that  they  were  the  friends  of  the 
people  ? — I always  was  sorry  to  see  that  the  feeling  of  the  rest  of  the  committee 
was  rather  against  the  Board  of  Works. 

4519.  And  did  not  the  people  look  upon  those  who  were  against  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Works  as  more  their  friends  than  you  two,  who  were  of  the 
small  minority  ?— They  took  those  who  went  with  the  two  Members  for  Clare  as 
their  friends,  and  us  as  their  enemies. 

4520.  And  the  feeling  of  the  people  appeared  changed  towards  you,  because 
they  did  not  consider  you  so  much  their  friend  ? — I think  so. 

4521.  Did  yon  think  the  course  taken  by  the  Members  for  Clare  at  the  meet- 
ing at  Ennistimon  was  such  as  was  calculated  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the 
Government  officers? — The  state  of  the  feeling  was  such  that  I cannot  conceive 
it  possible,  with  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara,  of  such 
local  consequence,  for  any  person  incurring  their  displeasure  and  that  of  the 
people,  not  to  be  in  some  degree  of  peril. 

4522.  Was  the  state  of  the  county  such  that  any  person  opposing  the  wishes 
of  the  people  was  in  danger? — 1 am  sure  that  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Mac- 
namara never  had  any  intention  of  producing  such  effects  ; but  these  things  are 
to  be  deplored,  and  the  consequences  resulting  from  such  an  indiscreet  use  of 
terms  where  the  common  people  hardly  know  how  to  construe  them,  would  be, 
that  such  person  would  be  in  danger. 

4523.  Was  such  the  state  of  fhe  county  at  that  time  that  any  Government 
officer  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  totally  independent  of  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  or  their  expressions,  was  in  some  degree  of  danger? — I heard  of 
several  who  were  in  danger  through  the  county. 

4524.  I mean  independent  of  any  expressions  and  remarks  of  the  Members 
for  Clare  ?-— Independent  of  the  Members  for  Clare.  I felt  there  was  a want  of 
judgment  in  making  remarks  against  the  Board  of  Works  and  their  officers 
before  the  people. 

4525.  Did  you  express  that  opinion  at  the  time  to  anyone? — I did  ; Mr. 

John  O’Brien  and  I had  some  conversation  about  it. 

4526.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ?— 

I said  on  the  Bench  one  day,  “ Gentlemen,  this  is  not  a very  prudent  course.” 

4527.  Mr.  Bellew. ] In  that  charge  with  regard  to  the  improper  appointment  of 
the  officers,  was  anything  proved  against  Mr.  Millett? — I do  not  recollect  there  was. 

452b.  You  were  present? — I was  present;  I was  chairman. 

4529-  There  was  an  investigation  ? — There  was  an  investigation,  and  it  had 
been  agreed  that  the  charge  should  be  in  writing  ; and  when  the  investigation 
had  been  gone  into,  I said  to  Major  Macnamara,  “ I will  thank  you  for  the 
writings  about  Mr.  Millett.”  “ Oh/’  said  Major  Macnamara,  “ I do  not  know 
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where  they  are.5’  I said  I ought  to  have  them,  and  I said  to  Mr.  Millett,  f<  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  a complete  acquittal  of  you and  then  I asked  Major 
Macnamara  for  the  papers,  and  he  said,  “ I do  not  know  where  they  are,  and  if 
I had  them  I do  not  know  how  you  could  get  them.” 

4.530.  Were  there  any  charges  distinctly  preferred  against  Mr.  Millett? — There 
was  no  charge  proved  against  him  ; the  charge  may  have  been  made,  none  proved. 

4531.  Were  there  any  charges,  when  you  were  there,  about  the  improper 
appointment  of  the  stewards  ? — I cannot  conceive  that  there  was  ; I think  there 
was  a complete  acquittal  of  everything  but  a want  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Millett.  I attended  so  many  of  the  committees  that  I protest  I am  in  a wilder- 
ness sometimes  about  it ; but  I distinctly  recollect  that  Mr.  Millett  was  acquitted 
of  everything  except  a want  of  courtesy. 

4532.  Chairman.']  Did  you  call  on  Major  Macnamara  at  Doolin  a few  days 
after  the  meeting  of  the  committee  at  Ennistimon? — Before  and  after  I think 
1 was  with  Major  Macnamara. 

4533.  Did  you  not  say  to  Major  Macnamara  that  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct 
was  very  wrong  in  not  acquainting  Mr.  O’Brien  with  the  complaint  against  him? 
— Now  I recollect,  I certainly  did  think  it  odd  the  day  I was  called  upon  to  read 
the  letters,  to  find  there  had  been  a letter  written  to  Mr.  Westropp,  and  no 
intimation  given  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ; and  I recollect  being  surprised,  at  the  time, 
that  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  make  a remark  upon  that  subject;  and  I think  I made 
the  remark  to  Major  Macnamara  at  Doolin  on  that,  to  that  effect. 

4534.  Did  you  apologise  to  Mr.  O’Brien  for  having  read  those  letters  ?— Cer- 
tainly I made  no  apology ; I saw  no  reason  for  apology  on  my  part,  not  bavin* 
used  any  offensive  expression  to  him  or  to  any  other  member  of  the  committee° 
I regretted  being  forced  to  read  them.  Would  the  Chairman  be  pleased  to  per- 
mit me  to  observe,  when  the  meeting  was  over,  I went  up  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  who 
had  expressed  himself  very  severely  on  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  said,  “ I hope  you 
do  not  link  me  up  in  this  transaction ; I would  be  sorry  to  leave  the  room  with- 
out shaking  hands  with  you  ; ” and  I shook  hands  with  him.  I know  of  no  con- 
cession but  that. 

453 5*  Do  you  know  that  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  Members 
for  Clare,  are  very  large  landed  proprietors,  and  will  therefore  be  called  upon  to 
make  large  contributions  towards  the  sum  presented  by  the  sessions  for  the  public 
works  ? — They  are  very  large  proprietors. 

4536.  Will  they  not,  as  such,  be  obliged  to  contribute  largely  towards  the  sum 
presented  by  the  sessions  for  the  public  works? — Very  heavily. 

4537*  You  llave  no  land  ? — Noland  excepting  60  acres,  140  of  which  are  glebe. 

453^-  Your  contributions  will  be  comparatively  very  small? — They  will  be, 

I am  afraid,  very  heavy : the  poundage  is  divided  between  the  landlord  and 
the  tenant ; the  full  poundage  is  paid  by  the  rentcharge.  I should  be  most 
happy  if  it  turns  out  to  be  otherwise. 

4539-  From  what  you  saw  of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne,  and  the  course 
he  pursued,  do.  you  think  it  was  the  best  calculated,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
to  meet  the  difficulties  of  his  position  ? — -I  declare  I always  admired  Captain 
Wynne  s conduct  greatly,  and  I think  there  was  every  forbearance  and  good  tem- 
per, and  every  effort  that  could  be  was  exerted. 

454°*  Mr.  IV.  Williams .]  Do  you  consider  that  opinion  you  have  just  expressed 
was  shared,  by  the  gentry  of  the  county  generally  in  regard  to  Captain  Wynne? 

I know  it  was  certainly  not  only  shared,  but  expressed,  by  several  individuals. 

4541 . But  still  there  were  persons  dissenting  from  that  opinion  ? — There  were 
a few,  I believe.  * 

4542-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  charge  of  bribery  brought  forward  against 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — I cannot  call  to  mind  a single  one 
attempted  to  be  substantiated ; it  was  loosely  said,  but  I do  not  recollect  there 
was  the  least  attempt  to  substantiate  it. 

4543-  Chairman.]  Were  there  many  who  acted  in  a violent  manner  among  the 

people  on  the  10th  December,  at  Ennistimon,  in  the  committee-room  ' There 

was  a great  deal  of  violence  and  disorder,  and  a great  deal  of  violence  and  noise 
m the  committee-room  and  court-house  outside. 

4544-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  sort  of  violence? — Four  or  five  persons  I 
could  name  ; there  were  people  leaving  their  places,  and  coming  up  to  Captain 
, ynne>  and  telling  him,  “ You  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  speak ; you  ought  to 
he  turned  out.  That  I have  mentioned  before. 

4545,  Chairman.] 


Rev.  Archdeacon 
John  Whitty. 

31  May  1S47. 
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4545.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  come  up  with  his  fist  double  towards  Rev.  Archdeacon 

Captain  Wynne  ? — I did  not  see  him  do  so.  John  Whitty. 

4546.  Mr.  TF.  Williams.]  Or  Major  Macnamara  ? — No.  — 

4547.  Mr.  Belleio.]  Who  were  the  persons  who  used  the  expressions  ? — There  31  WaF  lS47* 

was  one  man  who  is  dead,  Mr.  Hanrahan,  was  more  violent;  and  Doctor  Shan- 
non said  to  Captain  Wynne,  “You  ought  to  be  turned  out;  you  ought  not  to 

be  allowed  to  speak  ” ; and  I knew  Doctor  Shannon,  and  I said  to  him,  “ Oh,  I 
wonder  at  you,  Doctor.”  I also  named  Mr.  George  Macnamara  and  Mr.  Comyn. 

454S.  Chairman.]  Were  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the  committee-room 
strongly  opposed  to  Captain  Wynne  on  that  occasion  r — There  were  a good  many, 
but  I think  there  were  a good  many  that  were  not. 

4540.  Did  they  obstruct  Captain  Wynne  and  the  other  officers  going  out  of 
the  room  ? — No  ; there  was  a good  deal  of  crowd  and  pressure,  it  was  very  hard 
to  get  out. 

4550.  From  an  ordinary  pressure  of  the  people? — It  was  an  extraordinary 
pressure. 

4551.  Did  you  see  any  other  violence  offered  to  them  ? — After  Mr.  O'Brien 
called  upon  me  to  bind  over  Captain  Wynne  to  keep  the  peace,  when  the  busi 
ness  was  over,  though  I had  declined  to  bind  over  Captain  Wynne,  yet  when 
the  committee  business  was  over,  there  was  so  much  noise,  I said,  “As  I am  a 
magistrate  of  the  peace,  I ought  to  contribute  as  much  as  I can  to  see  those 
men  safe  through  the  crowd  I forced  my  way  out.  There  was  a window  about 
the  height  of  that,  and  there  was  one  man  in  particular  in  the  crowd,  who  called 
out,  “ Shut  the  door  ; do  not  let  him  out.”  I had  no  policeman  near  me  ; the 
man  seemed  to  be  a leader  of  the  gang ; I took  hold  of  his  collar,  and  said, 

“ I will  put  you  in  the  bridewell.”  I might  as  well  have  attempted  to  move  a 
house,  for  he  was  immediately  taken  out  of  my  hands;  Captain  Wynne  was 
before  me ; I said  to  him,  “ You  had  better  go  on.”  Certainly  the  people 
treated  me  with  the  respect  I expected ; we  pushed  on,  and  with  the  greatest 
possible  difficulty  we  succeeded  in  getting  out,  and  the  folding-doors  were  half 
shut,  and  it  was  only  by  using  a great  deal  of  personal  strength  and  exertion 
that  we  did  get  out. 

45.52.  Mr.  IF.  Williams.]  Was  there  any  personal  violence  attempted  upon 
you  or  the  Government  officers  ? — There  were  no  blows. 

4553.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  At  the  time  you  said  you  ought  to  see  them  safe 
out,  did  you  consider  that  the  personal  safety  of  the  gentlemen  was  in  jeopardy  ? 

— I did. 

4554.  Chairman .]  Was  there  more  danger  than  ordiuary? — Yes,  it  was  the 
most  excited  mob  I ever  saw. 

4555.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  you  ever  see  so  stormy  a meeting  before  ? — No. 

4556.  Mr.  TF.  JFilliams.]  Do  you  think  that  was  occasioned  by  anything  said 
or  done  by  the  Members  for  Clare? — I think  the  whole  course  that  had  been 
adopted  helped  to  kindle  the  flame  altogether,  and  to  cause  an  excitement  which, 
if  the  Member  for  Clare  had  adopted  a different  course,  never  would  have  occurred. 

4557.  You  have  stated  that  you  seized  hold  of  one  of  the  most  violent  of  the 
men  in  the  crowd,  and  said  you  would  place  him  in  the  bridewell : if  there  was  a 
disposition  to  commit  any  act  of  violence,  do  you  not  think  that  would  be  a most 
exciting  cause  r — There  is  very  often  a disposition  in  the  people  which  they  are 
afraid  to  put  into  execution. 

4558-  You  were  in  the  midst  of  this  vast  crowd? — I was.  There  is  a con- 
siderable police  force  in  the  town. 

4559.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  consider,  as  a magistrate,  that  firmness 
well  shown,  at  a proper  time,  should  help  to  keep  the  peace  ? — No  doubt ; and  it 
always  does  secure  it. 

4560.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that  farmers  in  that  district,  who  usually 
employed  labourers,  dismissed  them  for  the  purpose  of  getting  them  on  the  public- 
works  ? — I did  not  see  one  single  man  employed  in  the  country  business,  and  I 
saw  the  farmers  themselves  at  work  upon  the  public  roads. 

4561.  Then  from  what  you  did  see,  can  you  answer  my  question,  whether  you 
believe  the  farmers  dismissed  their  labourers,  whom  they  usually  employed,  and 
got  them  placed  upon  the  public  works  ? — If  I am  asked  whether  I believe  it,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  whether  I believe  it.  I believe  it,  certainly. 

4562.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  landowners  employed  their  tenants  as 
labourers  on  the  public  works  ? — I heard  they  did. 
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Rev.  Archdeacon  4563.  Do  you  know  whether  the  landlords,  employing  their  tenants,  or 
John  Whitty.  farmers,  employing  their  labourers  on  the  public  works,  received  any  part  of 

— — — — their  wa^es  ? — I know  several  cases  that  came  before  me  at  the  petty  sessions 

31  May  1847.  fQT  adjudication. 

4564.  That  was  so  ?— Decidedly ; most  glaring  cases. 

4565.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  whether  Colonel  Wyndham  employed  any 
labourers  ?— He  has  a very  fine  model  farm,  and  he  conducts  the  whole  at  his 
own  expense,  and  gives  a great  deal  of  employment. 

456fi.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  in  the  course  of  a landlord  employ- 
ing his  tenant  to  do  work  upon  his  own  land,  it  is  the  practice  to  stop  the  wages 
towards  payment  of  his  rent?— It  is  very  often  the  habit  with  small  farmers, 
■who  get  most  rent  for  potatoes,  to  let  them  work  out  the  rent  by  labour. 

4507.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Is  it  the  usual  mode  of  paying  rent? — It  is  a very 
common  mode. 

4568.  Chairman .]  When  Mr.  O’Brien  stated  that  Captain  Wynne  had  no 
right  to  interfere,  was  not  the  interference  of  which  he  spoke  interference  at 
the  session,  and  not  at  the  relief  committee  ? — It  was  an  interference  after  pre- 
senting at  a presentment  sessions.  I think  it  was  at  both. 

4569.  At  the  presentment  sessions  had  he  any  right  to  interfere  ? — I declare 
I would  have  conceived  that  he  had.  If  I had  been  in  the  chair  I would 
not  have  prevented  him  at  such  a presenting  session,  under  the  Relief  Acts. 

4570.  With  regard  to  the  presentment  sessions  ; if  the  presentment  sessions 
had  relief  business  before  it,  would  not  Captain  Wynne  have  a clear  right  to  in- 
terfere?— It  never  would  have  come  into  my  head  to  have  supposed  he  would  not. 

4571.  Do  you  know  what  sort  of  business  Mr.  O’Brien  alluded  to;  whether 
it  was  at  a presentment  sessions  generally,  or  merely  a relief  business  in  a pre- 
sentment sessions  ? — The  professed  business  of  the  meeting  was  under  the  Relief 
Acts,  but  Major  Macnamara  took  up  a great  deal  of  time,  immediately  before 
presenting,  with  business  connected  with  the  relief  committee  and  charges 
against  Mr.  Millett,  and  that  seemed  to  me  to  open  the  door  completely  for  the 
discussion. 

William  Edward  Major,  Esq.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

W.  E.  Major,  Esq.  4572.  Chairman.]  I think:  you  are  an.  Assistant  Barrister? — I am. 

4573-  In  what  district  ? — The  county  of  Clare. 

4574.  Do  you  reside  there  ? — I do  not ; I am  never  there  except  during  the 
quarter  sessions. 

4575.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  West  Clare? — I have  that 
sort  of  knowledge  that  my  judicial  character  confers  the  opportunities  to  acquire. 

4576.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  county  of  Clare  ? — I was  removed  from 
Donegal  in  1829,  and  I have  been  in  the  county  of  Clare  ever  since. 

4577.  Does  your  knowledge  of  that  part  of  the  country,  the  district  of  West 
Clare,  enable  you  to  give  any  opinion  regarding  its  condition,  or  regarding  the 
course  of  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  in  the  execution  of  his  duties'?— T have  none, 
except  from  conversation  on  the  bench,  and  with  persons  occasionally  coming  up 
and  going  down  ; magistrates  mixing  with  me  now  and  then.  I have  no  permanent 
connexion  with  it. 

4578'.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  many  sessions  are  there? — There  are  four  divisions 
and  a quarter  sessions  in  each  quarter  of  the  year.  I hold  four  quarter  sessions 
every  quarter  of  the  year. 

4579.  How  long  do  the  quarter  sessions  last  ? — The  last  occupied  35  days,  with 
the  exception  of  Sundays  ; but  that  was  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  press 
of  business  produced  by  the  emigration  ; in  general,  on  an  average,  24  days  are 
sufficient. 

4580.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  state  of  the  district  of  West  Clare,  or  the 
feelings  of  the  people  during  the  time  that  Captain  Wynne  was  in  that  district,  in 
the  execution  of  his  duties? — I heard  general  expressions  of  approbation,  I know, 
of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct;  and  I never  heard  any  expression  unfavourable  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

4581.  Do  you  know  anything  at  all  about  it  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

4582.  Chairman.]  How  long  have  you  known  Major  Macnamara? — I believe 
I knew  Major  Macnamara  when  I was  at  school  (he  was  a captain  then  in  the 
Clare  militia),  but  very  slightly.  I have  known  him  pretty  well  since  1829. 

4583.  Have  you  known  him  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  as  a magistrate  m 
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the  county  of  Clare,  and  as  a resident  gentleman  ? — I cannot  say  as  a resident 
country  gentleman.  I have  known  him  on  the  bench  as  a magistrate. 

4584.  Have  you  known  Major  Macnamara’s  general  conduct  in  that  district  ? 
— I believe  he  is  very  much  liked  in  the  district.  There  was  some  little  coolness 
between  us,  which  continued  for  a year  or  two  afterwards ; but  since  that  I have 
found  almost  uniformly  Major  Macnamara  a very  valuable  coadjutor  on  the  bench. 
There  was  one  occasion  on  which  it  was  different,  I think,  in  the  year  1831. 

4.5S5-  Is  he  very  much  beloved,  and  does  he  rank  high  in  character  among  his 
neighbours? — I believe  so. 

4586.  Have  you  known  Mr.  O’Brien  long? — I knew  Mr.  O’Brien  a few  days 
before  I went  to  the  county  of  Clare  first. 

4587.  Have  you  acted  with  him  as  a magistrate? — Yes,  I have. 

4588.  What  do  you  say  of  his  conduct  ?— There  has  been  a good  deal  of  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  me  on  the  bench.  He  had  a ri«dit 
to  his  opinion,  and  I had  a right  to  mine. 

45S9.  In  registering  freeholders  do  they  take  an  oath  that  they  are  worth  more 
than  10 1.  ? — Uniformly;  and  call  a witness  to  prove  it. 

Captain  George  Baillie,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

4590.  Chairman.]  I believe  you  are  a Captain  in  the  Royal  Engineers  ? — Yes. 

4591.  Were  you  in  Clare  from  the  24th  September  to  the  24th  October  last,  as 
inspecting  officer? — I was. 

4592.  Were  you  inspecting  officer  immediately  preceding  Captain  Wynne  ? 
— No  ; Captain  O’Brien,  of  the  Artillery,  relieved  me  in  Clare. 

4593.  During  the  time  you  were  in  Clare  who  was  the  chairman  of  the  Lis- 
cannor  Committee  ? — Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

4594.  Do  you  remember,  at  the  time  you  were  there,  any  persons  being  put 
upon  the  lists  by  the  committee,  of  which  Mr.  O’Brien  was  the  chairman,  who 
had  their  own  land? — I attended  one  relief  committee  at  Liscannor,  and 
attempts  were  made  at  that  meeting  to  put  people  on  the  works  who  had  land 
and  cows,  by  the  admission  of  the  members  of  the  committee  themselves. 

4595.  How  many  persons  r — I could  not  say  how  many  persons. 

4596.  Did  you  oppose  it  ? — I did. 

4597.  What  was  the  result? — The  result  was,  that  in  some  instances  other 
persons  were  substituted ; but  in  the  first  instance,  generally  speaking,  men 
were  proposed  whom  I had  reason  to  object  to. 

4598.  Did  the  members  of  the  committee  justify  such  persons  being  put  on, 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  destitute,  although  they  had  land  ? — Yes  ; and 
that  if  they  were  left  off  the  works  it  would  force  them  into  a state  of  pauperism ; 
it  would  oblige  them  to  sell  their  cows. 

4599.  Did  you  make  any  investigation,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  in  that 
condition  ? — No,  I did  not,  as  I left  that  country.  Having  been  ordered  from 
the  county,  I left  the  country  almost  immediately  afterwards. 

4600.  Did  you  prevent  such  persons  being  put  on  ? — I did  in  several  cases. 

4601.  In  all? — Not  in  all. 

4G02.  What  induced  you  to  allow  any  to  remain  on  ? — From  the  representa- 
tions of  the  bad  quality  of  the  land  they  held. 

4603.  The  mere  fact  of  having  some  land  or  a cow  was  not  a sufficient  reason 
for  excluding  them  from  the  list? — I thought  so  in  the  first  instance;  as  at  that 
period  there  was  no  person  upon  the  works,  and  I considered  there  must  be  per- 
sons who  held  no  land,  and  were  entirely  dependent  upon  their  labour,  and  they 
should  be  put  on  in  the  first  instance. 

4604.  Might  not  the  other  persons  be  in  a condition  that  they  must  be  reduced 
to  the  greatest  distress  if  they  were  not  put  on  ? — I think  it  is  very  possible. 

4005.  The  propriety  of  putting  on  any  one  person  must  depend  upon  the  merits 
ot  each  case? — Yes. 

4606.  Could  any  inspecting  officer  have  time  to  make  a personal  investigation 
into  the  merits  of  each  case  ? — I had  no  time  to  do  so. 

. 4^°7-  Could  the  members  of  the  committee  have  time  to  make  the  investiga- 
tmn  r— I conceived  they  must  have  known  each  individual  brought  forward. 

4008.  Each  member  ? — Each  member  must  know  the  men  put  on  by  him. 

4009.  Would  the  other  members  necessarily  know  it,  or  would  they  have  time 
to  make  the  investigation  ? — I do  not  see  they  would  necessarily  know  it. 

0,1  °5*  m m 3 4610,  Would 
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4610.  Would  they  have  time  to  make  the  investigation  taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration  ? — I do  not  think  any  means  were  open  to  them  on 
that  occasion. 

4611.  Would  not  the  responsibility  of  putting  improper  persons  upon  the  relief 
lists  rest  upon  the  particular  individual  who  put  him  on,  and  not  upon  the  other 
members  generally  : — Decidedly. 

4612.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  himself  put  any  persons  so  situated 
as  being  comfortable  men,  having  land  and  cattle,  upon  the  lists  ? — He  recom- 
mended several ; but  I could  not  undertake  now  to  say,  at  this  distance  of  time, 
whether  I passed  any  who  had  land,  recommended  by  him  or  otherwise. 

4613.  Do  you  know  on  what  ground  he  recommended  them? — On  the  ground 
of  their  being  in  a destitute  condition,  and  that  they  would  be  reduced  to  a much 
greater  state  of  destitution  if  they  were  not  put  on  ; they  would  be  obliged  to  sell 
their  cows. 

4614.  Mr.  TV.  Williams T]  If  they  sold  their  cows  I presume  they  would  be  re- 
duced to  a state  of  utter  destitution  ? — If  they  had  no  other  property ; if  they 
had  no  corn. 

4615.  Did  you  find  persons  who  possessed  property,  and  possessed  land  and 
cows,  who  were  in  a situation  requiring,  from  the  position  in  which  they  were 
placed,  relief  from  being  placed  on  the  lists? — In  other  counties  I did. 

461 6.  In  this  district  of  Liscannor? — No,  I cannot  speak  positively,  for 
I had  no  opportunity  of  investigating  any  one  case ; I was  in  the  barony  for  not 
more  than  a week. 

4617.  You  were  only  there  a week? — In  that  barony.  At  that  time  the  com- 
mittee had  not  prepared  their  lists ; in  fact,  they  had  nothing  prepared. 

4618.  You  found,  in  other  districts,  where  you  had  more  experience,  instances 
of  persons  who  were  possessed  of  cattle,  were  real  objects  fit  to  be  relieved  by- 
being  placed  upon  the  works  ? — Yes,  I believed  them  to  be  so  provided  j they 
could  not  sell  their  property. 

4619.  If  they  sold  their  property,  would  they  not  be  reduced  to  a state  of  utter 
destitution  ? — Yes. 

4620.  Mr.  Bel/ew.]  Was  this  letter,  page  20,  October  16th,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Walker,  written  by  you  ? — I did  write  to  Mr.  Walker. 

4621.  Chairman .]  Did  you  know  of  any  individual  members  of  the  committee 
who  placed  their  own  tenants  on  the  lists  ?—  I believe  in  the  lists  which  the  dif- 
ferent members  of  the  committee  made  out,  which  they  brought  to  recommend 
the  people  to  work,  were  either  their  own  tenants  or  persons  in  whom  they  were 
interested. 

4622.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  placed  any  of  his  own  tenants  on? 
— My  impression  was  they  were  his  tenants. 

4623.  Y on  did  not  make  inquiries  ? — No,  I did  not. 

4624.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  afford  you  assistance  in  making  out  the  lists  in  the 
Liscannor  district? — He  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

4625.  Did  he  assist  you  ? — In  so  far  as  recommending  persons  and  assisting 
in  the  inquiry  as  to  the  condition  of  the  other  persons  recommended  by  other 
parties 

4626.  Did  he  throw  any  difficulties  in  your  way? — No,  not  at  Liscannor. 

4627.  Do  you  know  whether  he  recommended  the  poorest  class  of  people  in 
the  first  instance,  and  those  who  had  land  and  cattle  in  the  second  ? — No.  I 
should  say  the  superior  class  were  recommended  in  the  first  instance  ; that  the 
most  destitute  were  not  recommended  in  the  first  instance. 

4628.  How  do  you  ascertain  that? — Because  most  of  the  persons  recommended 
in  the  first  instance  were  persons  having  land  or  cows  generally.  A member 
would  recommend  a man,  perhaps,  holding  five  or  twelve  acres  of  land.  Those 
would  be  the  first  persons  recommended,  perhaps,  and  I could  not  but  conclude 
those  were  not  the  most  destitute. 

4629.  Was  that  so  in  fact}  you  say,  perhaps? — That  was  in  fact  what 
occurred. 

4630.  At  that  time  was  there  any  column  in  the  list  sent  by  the  Government  to 
the  relief  committees  for  the  insertion  of  the  number  of  cattle  ?— There  was 
not. 

4631.  There  was  for  land? — There  was. 

4632.  Was  that  filled  ? — It  was  in  every  instance. 
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4633.  As  there  was  no  disguise,  the  number  of  acres  was  placed  opposite  each  Capt.  G.  Baillie. 

man’s  name  ? — The  number  of  acres  was  always  stated.  

4634.  If  they  were  not  called  upon  by  reference  to  any  column  to  enter  the  3l  May  1847. 

number  of  cattle,  they  were  not  necessarily  obliged  to  do  so  ? — They  were  not 
necessarily  obliged  to  do  so. 

4035.  In  what  they  did  there  was  no  disguise  at  all,  everything  was  open  ? — 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  attempt  at  disguise. 

4636.  In  fact,  they  justified  it  on  the  ground  that  a person  who  had  a small 
quantity  of  land  ought  to  be  put  on  to  prevent  his  being  driven  to  a state  of  des- 
titution ? — That  was  the  ground  on  which  they  justified  their  conduct. 

4637.  Did  you  make  a report  to  Mr.  Walker,  Ennistimon,  October  16th? — 

Yes,  I did. 

4638.  Had  you  attended  the  committee  at  Ennistimon  on  the  15th  ? — Yes,  on 
Thursday. 

4639.  Was  Archdeacon  Wbitty  in  the  chair? — Yes. 

4640.  Is  the  report  printed  in  the  paper  before  you  accurately  given  as  your 
report  ? — It  is. 

4641.  I observe  you  state,  “1  had  hardly  taken  my  seat  before  Major  Mac- 
namara  opened  the  proceedings  with  a violent  tirade  against  the  Government, 
the  Board  of  Works,  and  their  officers,  accusing  them  of  jobbing  and  what  not;” 
was  that  so  ? — That  was  so. 

4642.  Did  he  make  great  complaints  ? — He  did,  the  instant  I entered  the 
room,  before,  I think,  Major  Macnamara  knew  even  exactly  who  I was. 

4643.  It  was  not  addressed  to  you,  but  he  made  complaints  generally? — Not 
addressed  to  me  personally,  because  I had  only  just  come  to  the  country. 

4644.  What  were  the  complaints  ? — Dissatisfaction  appeared  to  have  been 
given  by  the  works  not  having  commenced  earlier,  but  I cannot  state  what  were 
his  grounds  for  saying  the  Board  of  Works  was  jobbing. 

4645.  Did  he  say  what  his  grounds  of  complaint  about  the  jobbing  were  ? 

— No. 

4646.  Do  you  remember  what  he  stated  ? — No,  I cannot  state  exactly  what 
he  said. 

4647.  Can  you  say  anything  more  than  that  he  did  make  strong  complaints 
against  the  Government  for  not  commencing  the  works  sooner? — Yes;  he 
accused  them  of  jobbing  and  of  wilful  delay  and  neglect  in  not  commencing  the 
works  sooner. 

4648.  Did  he  not  complain  that  men  were  starving  while  they  might  have 
been  put  on  the  works  if  due  diligence  had  been  used  ? — Statements  of  that  sort 
were  made  in  the  committee. 

4649.  By  Major  Macnamara? — I have  no  doubt  that  the  Major  made  those 
statements ; there  were  so  many  people  talking  at  once,  it  was  difficult  to  say 
exactly  who  it  was. 

4650.  Were  there  many  people  present? — Yes. 

41151.  Did  other  members  of  the  committee  make  the  same  complaint  as 
Major  Macnamara? — Yes. 

4652.  Did  it  appear  to  be  a general  feeling  among  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee?— It  appeared  to  be  very  general  among  all  those  who  were  present. 

4653.  A great  deal  of  anger  r — A great  deal  of  anger. 

4654.  Did  you  state  the  office  upon  which  you  came  ? — Yes. 

4655.  Did  you  attempt  to  bring  the  regular  business  before  the  committee? 

— I did. 

4656.  Did  you  use  the  word  “ selecting”  ? — I did. 

4657.  With  reference  to  a selection  of  individuals? — Yes,  to  be  placed  on 
a certain  work ; I named  a certain  work,  and  said  I would  place  on  it  300  men, 
and  I requested  the  committee  to  select  those  300  men,  and  when  I had  done  so 
they  would  not  listen  to  it;  general  lists  were  handed  in ; they  said  1,500  men 
should  be  put  on. 

4658.  Did  they  not  say,  that  to  place  so  small  a number  on  the  works  when 
others  were  starving,  would  do  very  little  good? — Something  of  that  sort, 
undoubtedly  passed  ; but  the  300  wTas  only  confined  to  a particular  work  ; not  to 
be  the  total  number  employed  in  the  district. 

4659.  Mr.  Solicitor-General^]  Something  of  what  sort  ? — That  to  put  300  men 
on  the  works  when  there  were  1,500  men  starving,  would  do  but  little  good. 

4660.  Chairman.']  There  was  a good  deal  of  discussion,  and  anger,  and  eon- 
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Capt.  G.  Baiilie.  fusion  between  you  and  those  that  took  a different  view,  was  there  not  ? — There 
was. 

31  May  1847.  4661.  Was  the  larger  majority  of  the  committee  opposed  to  your  view?— 

I should  say  the  whole  committee  appeared  opposed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
chairman. 

4662.  Archdeacon  Whitty,  the  chairman,  supported  your  views  ?— Yes,  he 
did. 

4663.  There  were  many  people  besides  the  committee? — Not  in  the  room  ; 
but  the  court-house  was  filled  with  people. 

4664.  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  was  there,  was  he  not  ? — Yes. 

4665.  And  Mr.  John  O’Brien? — Yes. 

4666.  Did  they  both  of  them  oppose  the  view  you  took,  and  use  arguments 
against  it  ? — They  did. 

4667.  Did  they  use  arguments  quietly,  or  did  they  exercise  any  violence? — 
Not  with  such  extreme  violence  as  was  shown  by  some  of  the  other  members. 

4668.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] Did  they  show  any  violence  ? — Mr.  John  O’Brien 
did  not  show  any. 

4669.  Did  the  other  gentleman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  ? — He  showed  temper, 
I think. 

4670.  Chairman.]  Was  he  warm  ? — Warm. 

4671.  Did  he  use  any  offensive  expressions  towards  you  ? — He  did  not. 

4672.  He  supported  his  views  with  some  degree  of  warmth? — Yes. 

4673.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  But  said  nothing  that  you,  as  a geutleman,  could 
take  offence  at  ? — No,  he  did  not. 

4674.  Chairman.]  The  committee  attempted  to  pass  a resolution,  calling  upon 
you  to  open  all  the  works  at  once  upon  your  own  responsibility,  whether  sanctioned 
by  the  Government  or  not? — They  did. 

4675.  They  were  anxious  to  get  the  people  employed? — Yes. 

4676.  Upon  the  ground  of  their  starving? — Yes.  Mr.  John  O’Brien  stated 
that  the  Government  should  employ  every  person  who  chose  to  go  to  the  works. 

4677.  I believe  you  acted  according  to  your  instructions,  and  refused  to  put 
them  on  indiscriminately? — Yes. 

467S.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  say  that  every  person,  whether  desti- 
tute or  not,  that  chose  to  go  should  be  employed  ? — If  he  chose  to  go,  he  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  work. 

4679.  Whether  destitute  or  not  ? — Certainly;  any  person,  without  any  regard 
whatever  to  their  circumstances. 

4680.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  he  allege  any  reason  ? — No,  except  that  perhaps  it 
might  be  considered  to  be  a sufficient  test  of  destitution,  his  going  to  the  works. 

4681.  Chairman .]  Was  it  at  other  meetings  the  feeling  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
landowners  of  Ireland  would  have  to  repay  the  Government  this  money,  to  be 
levied  by  a rate,  they  had  a right  to  see  that  all  the  people  were  put  upon  the 
works  ? — I have  heard  those  statements  made,  but  not  generally. 

4682.  In  that  particular  district  ? — It  was  in  that  particular  district. 

4683.  Did  one  of  the  members  state  that  they  would  pass  what  resolutions 
they  pleased,  and  let  you  take  the  consequences  ? — I heard  that  said,  but  I do 
not  know  who  said  it. 

4684.  Resolutions  were  not  passed  ? — They  were  not. 

4685.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Were  they  put? — I think  they  were  never  put. 

4686.  Chairman.]  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  recollect,  if  you  can,  the 
expressions  used,  and  state  whether  Mr.  John  O’Brien  stated  that  every  person 
ought  to  be  put  on,  or  whether  he  only  said  that  every  one  ought  to  be  put  on 
who  either  was  in,  or  was  becoming  in,  a state  of  destitution  ? — No ; I think  the 
expression  was,  it  would  be  becoming  a great  Government  to  act  in  that  way,  viz.  r 
to  give  work  to  all  who  chose  to  demand  it.  I certainly  understood  him,  any  person 
who  chose  to  go  to  the  works,  without  any  selection,  because  that  was  objected  to. 

4687.  Mr.  Solicitor- Generali]  Indiscriminately? — Indiscriminately. 

4688.  Chairman .]  Did  you  understand  him  that  persons  in  affluent  circum- 
stances might  go  to  the  works  ? — I certainly  understood  him  so. 

4689.  Do  you  not  think  you  might  misunderstand  him  upon  that,  that  those 
who  had  lands  and  cows  might  be  put  on  after  the  more  destitute  had  been  put 
on  the  works? — Why  should  he  object  to  making  a selection? 

4690.  Was  not  the  selection  those  who  had  neither  land  nor  cows  ? — No,  I 

had 
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had  no  such  idea  in  my  mind ; I merely  meant  a selection  of  those  who  would 
otherwise  have  starved. 

4691.  Must  there  not  have  been  some  selection;  you  cannot  suppose  he 
meant  persons  of  property  ? — No  ; any  person  who  chose  to  go  to  the  public 
works. 

4692.  Mr.  Borlhwiclc.]  You  stated  the  fact  of  their  going  to  the  works  as  a 
test  of  their  poverty? — I said  that  Mr.  John  O’Brien  seemed  to  think  that  was 
a test. 

4693.  Is  that  distinctly  your  recollection  of  what  Mr.  John  O’Brien  said  ?— 
It  is. 

4694.  You  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  ? — Not  the  slightest  doubt;  and  in 
fact  he  instanced  an  adjoining  barony  in  which  the  works  had  been  put  on  pre- 
vious to  any  selection,  as  a model  how  other  baronies  ought  to  proceed. 

4695.  Did  he  stale  what  class  of  persons  had  been  put  on  in  that  barony  ? — 
No,  he  did  not. 

4696.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  barony  was  that? — The  barony  imme- 
diately to  the  north  ; I think  Burren. 

4697.  Mr.  Bellezv.]  Would  persons  holding  five  or  six  acres  on  the  16th 
October,  be  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — No,  I should  think  not. 

469S.  Chairman .]  With  regard  to  the  resolutions  they  proposed  passing;  did 
you  remonstrate  against  their  being  passed  ? — I did. 

4699.  Did  you  state  what  effect  they  would  have? — I stated  the  effect  would 
be,  that  all  the  labourers  of  the  county  would  suppose  it  rested  with  me  whe- 
ther I set  the  works  on  or  not ; that  it  would  merely  rest  with  me  to  set  them  on, 
and  that  if  I should  not  set  them  on,  they  would  naturally  have  a feeling  against 
me  for  not  doing  so. 

4700.  Upon  that  did  they  drop  the  resolutions  ? — They  did,  but  not  before 
they  had  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the  meeting. 

4701.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  mention  any  other  works  at  the  time? — I stated 
that  a list  of  works  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Works,  but  I had  not 
received  that  list;  but  I had  selected  some  of  the  works  which  I felt  satisfied 
had  been  approved  of  by  the  Government,  and  that  this  was  one  of  them  which 
I instanced. 

4702.  Chairman .]  When  you  stated  there  would  be  an  ill-feeling  existing 
towards  you,  did  you  state  whether  it  might  place  you  in  personal  danger? — I 
conceived  it  very  possible. 

4703.  Did  you  state  it?— -I  did  state  that  I thought  it  would. 

4703*.  What  did  you  state  would  be  the  effect  of  their  passing  such  resolu- 
tions ? — I cannot  recollect  the  exact  expressions  I made  use  of,  but  I stated, 
“You  know  well  the  effect  these  resolutions  will  have  on  the  people,  and  the 
light  in  which  they  will  view  my  conduct  in  refusing  to  open  these  works.” 

4704.  What  effect  did  you  anticipate? — I conceived  they  might  assault  me  in 
case  I refused  to  put  these  works  on. 

4705.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Did  you  consider  that  such  a course  might  put 
your  life  in  danger  ? — I did,  know'ing  the  state  of  the  country. 

4706.  Chairman .]  Does  a very  little  disaffection  among  the  people  tend  to 
place  you  in  that  danger  in  Ireland? — To  judge  from  circumstances  which  have 
occurred  there,  I should  say  so. 

4707.  Mr.  JV.  Williams .]  Was  there  any  attempt  to  commit  an  assault  upon 
you,  or  to  endanger  your  life  in  any  way  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

4708.  You  only  imagined  such  a thing  might  be  possible? — Yes. 

4709.  You  stated  that  Archdeacon  Whitty  supported  your  views  generally ; 
was  he  singular  in  that  support? — He  was  the  only  gentleman  who  spoke  who 
supported  me. 

4710.  Mr.  Bellezv.']  Out  of  the  whole  number  there? — Out  of  the  whole 
number  there. 

4711.  Chairman .]  With  regard  to  Major  Macnamara’s  conduct,  you  stated  he 
was  warm,  but  was  he  violent  at  all? — Very  violent. 

4712.  Was  he  excited  ? — Very  much  so. 

4713.  What  do  you  mean  by  violence;  what  description  of  conduct  was  it  that 
makes  you  so  term  it? — Violent  expressions  and  violent  manner  towards  me  the 
moment  I entered  the  room. 

4714.  I thought  you  said  he  did  not  know  you,  and  his  remarks  were  not 
addressed  to  you  ? — His  remarks  were  addressed  to  me,  but  I understood  you  to 
ask  whether  any  acts  of  mine  led  to  his  addressing  me  in  that  manner. 

0.105.  N n 47,5-  Did 
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Capt.  G.  Baillie.  4715.  Did  he  address  you  personally  ? — He  did: 

— 4716.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ?— It  was  not  very  coherent,  but  he  accused  the 

31  May  1847.  Board  of  Works  of  jobbing  and  of  neglect  in  not  putting  on  the  works  sooner. 

4717.  Was  there  anything  in  his  conduct  deserving  the  term  of  “violent” 
except  that  he  made  strong  complaints,  and  made  them  warmly  ? — His  manner 
was  extremely  violent ; nothing  could  be  well  more  violent. 

4718.  He  used  no  words  offensive  to  you  ? — Not  to  me. 

4719.  But  made  general  remarks  in  an  excited  manner? — Yes. 

4720.  Mr.  Belle®.]  The  resolution  you  stated  was  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Works  ; was  there  any  excitement  produced  at  the  meeting  by  the  letters  of  the 
Under  Secretary  ? — There  was. 

4721.  What  was  it? — It  was  a reply  from  the  Under  Secretary  to  the  resolu- 
tions forwarded  to  him,  and  the  substance  was,  that  the  resolutions  had  been 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  this  excited  the  indignation  of  the  committee 
that  their  resolution  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works  instead  of  receiv- 
ing a reply  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Under  Secretary. 

4722.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  money  proposed  to  be  levied  for  those 
works  ? — No,  I do  not. 

4723.  Was  it  very  large? — I think  the  first  session  was  60,000/. 

4724.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  the  district  ? — No,  I do 
not. 

4725.  Did  the  amount  of  the  levy  bear  a very  large  proportion  to  the  whole 

value  of  the  land  in  the  district? — I should  say  it  would  bear  a very  large  pro- 
portion. 0 

4726.  Was  it  such  a sum  there  was  any  reason  to  suppose  the  land  would 
ever  be  able  to  pay? — In  the  course  of  years. 

4727.  Chairman .]  You  stated  there  was  some  ill-feeling  in  the  discussion  be- 
tween you  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  Member  for  Clare  ; did  you  after  that  go  and 
dine  with  him  ?— I do  not  think  there  was  the  slightest  personal  ill-feeling  on 
Mr.  O'Brien’s  part. 

4728.  There  was  some  warm  discussion? — There  was  ; betook  a part  in  the 
general  discussion  in  these  matters. 

4729.  Did  you  after  the  meeting  go  and  dine  with  him  at  his  house  under 
the  ordinary  circumstances  of  a friend  ? — I did  dine  at  his  house  one  day 
subsequently. 

473°-  There  was  no  ill-feeling  to  interrupt  the  hospitality  and  kindness  be- 
tween you  i — Not  the  least. 


Mr.  Richard  Millett , called  in  ; and  Examined-. 

Mr.  R.  Millett.  473 j*  Chairman.']  DID  you  hold  some  situation  under  the  Board  of  Works  in 
— Ireland  ? — Yes,  sir. 

473 -•  Were  you  employed  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  ? — Yes. 

4733.  When  did  you  commence  your  duties  there? — The  22d  of  May  1846. 

4734-  How  long  did  those  duties  continue  ? — Until  the  1st  January  1847. 

4735-  V hen  you  first  went  into  the  barony,  did  you  find  the  people  quiet  and 
peaceable? — Very  much  so. 

4736.  How  were  they  in  September  last  year? — When  I returned  they  were 
not  at  all  peaceable,  they  were  quite  the  reverse. 

4737*  Had  they  become  disaffected  and  angry  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government . — \ ery  much  so  ; they  were  very  clamorous  for  employment. 

473»-  lo  what  do  you  attribute  that  change  of  feeling?— I consider  that  it 
was  more  from  their  demand  and  want  of  food  and  expectation  from  the  Govern- 
ment ; they  expected  general  employment  from  the  Government ; that  was  what 
I attributed  it  to,  and  that  they  were  led  to  suppose  so. 

4739-.  T*iey  were  in  a very  destitute  condition,  were  they  not?— Not  generally, 
at  that  time.  J ° 

4740.  Were  not  great  numbers  of  them  almost  in  a state  of  destitution  ?— Not 
at  that  time  they  were  not. 

4741 . How  soon  did  they  become  so  ’—Some  time  about  the  middle  of  October. 

4ij42‘  Were  there  not  more  persons  in  a state  of  destitution  in  September  than 

could  possibly  be  relieved  by  the  Government,  under  the  circumstances? — I should 
say  not. 

4743.  Were 
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4743.  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  for  resuming  some  suspended 
works,  at  which  Major  Macnamara  was  present? — Yes. 

4744.  Where  was  that,  and  when  ? — It  was  held  at  Ennistimon,  some  time 
early  in  October. 

4745.  Who  was  the  chairman? — Archdeacon  Whitty. 

4746.  Was  it  on  the  9th  of  October? — I will  not  say  positively;  it  was  some 
time  about  that ; that  is  the  first  I recollect. 

4747.  Was  Mr.  O'Brien  there  ? — I am  not  positive  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  at 
that  meeting. 

474S.  Were  there  many  present?  — Yes. 

4749.  About  how  many? — Four  or  five  were  present  in  Calcot’s  room. 

4750.  Were  they  members  of  the  committee? — Yes. 

4751.  Do  you  remember  Major  Macnamara  complaining  very  much  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Government  ? — Yes. 

4752.  Did  he  complain  that  the  people  were  destitute,  and  had  not  sufficient 
work? — I think  not. 

4753-  What  were  his  complaints  r — That  the  Government  were  not  acting  fairly 
with  the  people. 

4754.  In  what  way  ? — So  far  that  they  were  not  coming  forward  sufficiently  to 
relieve  the  distress  that  then  existed. 

4755.  Any  other  complaints? — No;  I do  not  recollect  his  making  any  other 
just  then. 

4756.  Did  the  committee  generally  at  that  meeting  on  the  9th  require  that 
more  extensive  works  should  be  ordered  by  the  Board? — They  did. 

4757.  Did  you  make  any  statement  to  them  upon  that? — I do  not  recollect. 

4758.  Were  there  any  more  extensive  works  ordered  in  consequence  of  their 
representations,  of  that  complaint  which  was  made  on  the  9th  ? — No,  I think 
not. 

4759.  Was  there  another  meeting  held  on  the  1 5th  ? — There  was. 

4760.  Was  Major  Macnamara  at  that  meeting  also  ? — Yes. 

4761.  Did  he  then  repeat  his  complaints? — He  did. 

4762.  Did  he  complain  that  the  people  were  starving  for  want  of  work? — He 
did  complain  of  the  delay  very  much  in  opening  the  works. 

4763.  Was  he  warm  and  excited  on  the  subject  ? — Very  much  so. 

4764.  Had  it  been  impossible  to  open  the  works  to  a greater  extent  before 
that  time  ? — It  was  impossible. 

4765.  Was  not  the  distress  at  that  time  very  great  and  general  ? — Not  so 
much  so  as  it  was  immediately  after;  the  distress  was  very  great  about  the 
middle  of  October,  but  it  increased  daily. 

4766.  Were  you  present  at  the  relief  meeting  of  the  5th  November? — I was. 

4767.  Did  you  write  a letter  on  the  26th  February  1847,  and  address  it  to 
Samuel  Gamble  ? — Yes. 

476S.  You  allude  to  something  that  occurred  on  the  1st  of  November,  and 
state  that  some  person  had  been  informed  there  was  an  armed  party  of  20  men 
waiting  to  attack  you  ; was  that  so  ? — Yes. 

4769.  What  had  given  rise  to  that  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  the  men  ? — I 
should  say  the  delay  in  the  opening  of  the  works,  and  the  great  demand  for 
employment. 

4770.  Was  that  the  feeling  of  the  men,  independent  of  any  addresses  made  to 
them  at  meetings? — There  had  been  several  addresses  made  to  them  at  meetings, 
and  letters  written. 

4771.  By  whom? — By  the  priest;  there  were  letters  written  and  published  in 
the  newspapers. 

4772.  Was  the  dissatisfaction  then  very  general  at  the  delay  of  the  works? — 
Yes,  very  general. 

4773.  Both  among  the  people,  the  priests,  and  the  landed  gentry  ?— Yes. 

4774.  Going  back  to  the  meeting  of  the  5th  November,  was  Mr.  O’Brien  pie- 
sent? — Yes. 

4775-  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Archdeacon  Whitty,  as  well  as  I remember. 

4776.  Were  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  there  ? — They  were. 

4777.  Was  that  a meeting  at  which  they  explained  the  principle  on  which  the 
relief  lists  should  be  made  out? — It  was. 

4778.  Have  you  seen  the  relief  lists? — I have. 

4779-  Were  they  irregularly  prepared  ? — They  were  irregularly  prepared. 

0.105.  - n n 2 4780.  Were 
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4780.  Were  they  in  accordance  with  the  Government  instructions? — I should 
say  not. 

4781.  Were  persons  who  had  land,  corn,  and  cattle,  put  down  upon  the  lists 
for  employment  ? — They  were. 

47S2.  Were  they  put  down  in  addition  to  destitute  persons,  or  to  their  exclu- 
sion?— They  were  mixed  in  the  lists  amongst  those  put  down  for  employment. 

4783.  Did  the  insertion  of  their  names  have  the  effect  of  excluding  those 
more  destitute,  or  only  to  increase  the  list? — I would  say  it  had  the  effect  of 
keeping  destitute  persons  out  of  employment. 

4784.  Had  it  that  effect? — Yes. 

4785.  Did  you  know  or  make  any  inquiry  respecting  persons  who  were  put  on 
the  lists,  and  described  as  having  land? — I knew  them. 

4786.  Do  you  know  whether,  if  they  had  not  been  put  upon  the  lists,  they 
would  very  shortly  have  come  into  a state  of  destitution  ? — I should  think  they 
could  not. 

4787.  Do  you  speak  generally,  or  only  of  particular  individuals  ?— I speak  of 
particular  individuals  in  a particular  district. 

4788.  Was  the  fact  of  their  having  on  the  face  of  the  list  a certain  number 
of  acres  of  land  a sufficient  indication  that  they  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, to  render  it  improper  to  place  them  on  the  list  ? — I do  not  know  that. 

4789.  Might  it  not  happen,  that  a person  who  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  list 
to  have  land,  and  even  to  have  one  or  two  cows,  might  be  so  poor  and  destitute 
that  he  was  a proper  person  to  be  put  on  the  list?— They  were  not  stated  in  the 
list  at  all  as  having  such. 

4790.  How  did  you  know  they  had?— By  observation  and  knowing  the  per- 
sons personally. 

4791*  By  knowing  them  personally  and  from  observation,  were  any  of  those 
persons  fit  to  be  put  on  the  list,  although  they  had  land  and  had  cattle  ?— They 
were  not. 


4792.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  the  names  you  are  referring  to  the  same  that  have 
been  handed  in  ? — They  have  not  been  handed  in  yet. 

4793*  Chairman.-]  At  the  time  of  which  you  are  speaking  of  seeing  the  lists, 
was  there  any  column  in  the  labour  list  furnished  by  Government  in  which  the 
stock  ought  to  be  inserted? — None.  There  was  for  land  and  family. 

4794.  Mr.  Belleio. J How  do  you  know  such  as  had  stock? — I know  the  per- 
son himself,  and  saw  the  stock  on  his  land. 

4795-  Chairman .]  What  was  his  name  ? — Doherty. 

4796.  Do  you  know  many  who  had  land? — Some  three  or  four  were  the  only 
persons  I ever  took  any  notice  of. 

4797-  Did  you  represent  to  the  relief  committee  at  Ennistimon  he  had  land 
and  had  cattle,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  on  the  list?— No  ; but  I have  fre- 
quently called  upon  them  to  revise  their  list,  which  was  the  same  thing. 

479^*  How  did  you  not  mention  these  three  or  four  cases  which  you  deemed 
improper?— I never  thought  it  my  duty  to  interfere  with  it. 

4799-  Mr.  Belleio.']  Was  it  your  duty?— No,  I think  not. 

48?0*  Chairman.']  You  did  not,  in  point  of  fact,  inform  them  that  these  per- 
sons had  land  and  cattle,  and  ought  not  to  be  on  the  lists  ? — No. 

4801.  Did  you  inform  Captain  Wynne  of  this  particular  case  ?— No. 

4802.  Why  did  you  not? — I think  they  were  put  off  by  the  committee,  on  the 
revision  called  for  by  Captain  Wynne. 

4803.  Had  you  not  represented  to  the  committee  the  names  of  those  persons 
as  being  improper  ? — I had  not. 

4fi°4'  w?ul  j j n0t  have  been  riSht  t0  have  done  so  ?— It  would. 

4805.  Why  did  you  not?— I did  not  consider  it  my  duty. 

40OO.  Do  you  know  who  put  those  persons  on  ?— They  were  put  on  by  the 
committee  ; 1 do  not  know  precisely  who  put  them  on.  1 

4807.  Do  you  not  know  it  was  the  practice  on  committees  for  some  individuals 
to  furnish  a list  which  was  merely  signed  by  the  chairman,  without  examination? 


4808.  And  do  you  not  know  the  particular  individuals  who  save  in  the  lists 
might  know  the  circumstances  of  persons  on  the  list,  and  the  remainder  of  the 

Tnn  TJbe  ^u;te’Sr'ant  of  the®?-1  know  that  to  be  the  case. 

4809.  Then  why  did  you  not  inform  the  rest  of  the  committee  of  those  im- 
proper persons  r — I was  not  there  at  the  time. 

4810.  Did 
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4S10.  Did  you  inform  them  afterwards  ? — No. 

4811.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  to  the  rest  of  the  committee  to  point  out 
to  them  the  names  of  persons  who  were  improperly  put  on  the  list  by  some  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  committee  ? — It  would ; and  I called  upon  them  to  revise 
their  list,  which  came  to  the  same  thing. 

4S12.  Had  other  members  of  the  committee,  not  being  persons  making  out  the 
lists,  time  or  opportunity  to  investigate  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  indi- 
vidual put  on  r — I think  they  had. 

48 13.  Through  all  the  cases  ? — Yres,  undoubtedly. 

4814.  Do  you  think  it  was  the  duty  of  each  member  of  the  committee  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  each  individual  put  on  the  list  furnished  by  a 
single  member  of  the  committee? — I do. 

4815.  And  do  you  think  the  chairman  ought  not  to  have  signed  such  a list 
without  being  satisfied  that  inquiry  had  been  made  in  each  case  ? — Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

4816.  How  many  were  put  on  the  list? — There  were  about  300  on  one  list. 

4817.  How  many  on  the  other? — There  were  several  lists  made  out  for 
different  works. 

4818.  I am  speaking  of  the  lists  that  came  before  this  particular  relief  commit- 
tee of  which  you  have  been  speaking? — Eight  hundred. 

4819.  Were  they  dispersed  over  a considerable  distance  of  the  country? — 
They  were. 

4820.  How  would  it  be  possible  for  other  members  to  make  inquiries  than  those 
in  the  localities? — If  they  had  commenced  sufficiently  early,  and  at  the  time  they 
got  notice  to  do  so,  they  might  have  had  the  lists  made  out  and  thoroughly 
examined. 

4821.  Was  not  the  distress  so  great  that  considerable  hurry  and  confusion  was 
almost  inevitable  ?— Not  between  the  time  when  notice  was  given  and  the  time  of 
opening  the  works. 

4S22.  Were  not  persons  put  to  work,  with  your  knowledge  and  sanction,  with- 
out the  labour  lists  being  filled  up  at  all? — They  were. 

4823.  Was  that  under  the  pressure  of  the  circumstances? — Undoubtedly. 

4824.  What  time  was  it  you  gave  such  sanction? — It  was  on  the  12th  of 
October. 

4S25.  Never  before? — Not  before  that,  to  my  knowledge;  that  was  the  first 
opening  of  the  works. 

4826.  Did  you  afterwards  sanction  putting  on  any  person  without  being  on  the 
list? — I did. 

4827.  Under  what  circumstances? — It  was  represented  to  me  by  a written 
ticket  of  a member  of  the  committee  that  the  man  was  in  destitute  circumstances. 

4825.  Were  you  satisfied  from  his  state  of  destitution  it  was  necessary  he 
should  be  put  on  before  you  gave  your  sanction  ? — I made  particular  inquiry  from 
-the  check  clerk.  I made  an  observation  in  his  book,  “ That  in  consequence  of 
the  representation  made  to  me  of  the  destitution  of  this  person  I take  the  respon- 
sibility of  putting  him  on  the  works.” 

4829.  Did  you,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  in  any  single  case,  put  a 
man  upon  the  works  without  the  interference  of  the  relief  committee,  until  you 
ascertained  by  actual  inquiry  that  he  was  in  such  a state  of  destitution  as  to  make 
it  necessary  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

4830.  Was  such  a person  as  you  have  mentioned  put  on  with  your  sanction 
afterwards  put  on  the  lists? — On  that  committee  there  were  never  lists  furnished 
from  the  districts  until  Captain  Gordon  went  there ; and  I cannot  state  then. 

4831.  Mr.  Bellew. ] Was  the  checking  of  the  lists  any  part  of  your  business? — 
None  whatever. 

^ 4832.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  the  servant  of  one  of  the 
Government  engineers  was  put  upon  the  works? — Yes. 

4833.  Was  he  paid? — I should  suppose  so  if  he  was  put  on  the  lists. 

4834.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Under  what  circumstances  was  he  put  on? — 
As  a messenger,  I think. 

4835*  Chairman .]  Was  that  messenger  paid  on  account  of  particular  works  in 
the  Liscannor  district  ? — For  what  I know  he  was. 

4836.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — I only  know 
■what  I have  stated,  and  I saw  his  name  on  the  check  lists. 

°-105*  n n 3 4837.  Chairman .j 


Mr.  R.  Milletf. 


31  May  1847. 
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Mr.  R.MilUtt.  4837.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  whether  the  Liscannor  committee  drew  tl 

attention  of  Mr.  Gamble  to  that  fact  immediately  afterwards  ? — I do  not.  16 

31  May  1847.  4838.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.'}  What  was  his  name? — Mr.  O’Brien.  I }la  r 

heard  it  from  been  put  upon  the  list.  e 

4839.  Mr.  Thornely.]  What  were  the  duties  of  that  man  as  messenger  ?— X 
bring  letters  from  one  person  to  another  employed  under  the  Board.  c 

4840.  A person  in  a state  of  destitution  might  have  been  employed  in  that 
office  ? — Certainly. 

4841.  This  servant  of  some  individual  was,  of  course,  not  in  a state  of  destitu- 
tion, and  ought  not  to  have  been  employed  ? — Certainly  not. 

4842.  Mr.  TV.  TVilliams .]  Whose  servant  was  he? — I believe  he  was  a servant 
of  an  assistant  of  mine. 

4843.  What  was  the  name  of  your  assistant  ? — Galway. 

4844.  Chairman .]  How  soon  after  he  put  him  on  the  works  did  you  know  of 
it  ? — Some  few  days  ago. 

4845.  Mr.  Bellezu.]  Since  you  came  here? — Yes. 

4846.  Chairman.]  Did  you  know  of  it  at  that  time? — No,  I did  not. 

4847.  Did  you  not  hear  at  the  time  by  the  committee,  a person  who  was  the 
servant  of  your  assistant  was  put  on  the  list?— I recollect  my  assistant  sayin.r  to 
me  he  was  asked,  was  not  his  servant  put  on.  1 never  made  any  inquiries  about 
it  afterwards. 

4848.  In  point  of  fact  you  did  know  shortly  after  the  person  was  put  on,  that 
he  was  so  placed  on,  being  a servant  of  your  assistant? — Yes  ; some  time  after- 
wards. 

4849.  How  soon  after?— I cannot  state.  It  was  some  time  in  the  end  of 
December. 

4850.  Was  he  still  on  the  works?— .No,  he  was  not. 

4851.  How  long  had  he  been  off  the  works?— I do  not  know  that  he  had 
ever  been  put  on  hut  once. 

4852.  Being  on  the  works  once,  how  do  you  know  he  was  on  at  the  time  you 
heard  of  it  ? — I cannot  tell  that  he  was. 

4853.  Did  you  ask  your  assistant  ? — No. 

4854.  Did  you  make  any  remark-— I did.  I said  he  ought  not  lo  have 
him  on. 

4855-  Who  put  him  on  ? — I do  not  know. 

4S56.  Did  not  your  assistant  put  him  on  ? — I suppose  he  did. 

4857.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Had  your  assistant  the  power  to  put  him  on  7— He 
might  tell  the  check-clerk. 

4858.  Chairman.]  Must  not  the  fact  of  that  person  being  your  assistant’s 
servant  have  been  known  to  the  pay-clerks,  the  check-clerks,  and  the  overseers? 
— I am  sure  it  must. 

4859.  Do  you  know  whether  the  fact  was  ever  mentioned  to  the  relief  com- 
nnttee  by  any  of  those  persons  ? — I suppose  it  must  have  been. 

4860.  Did  they  ever  mention  it  to  you  ?— :Never. 

4861 . V as  there  a resolution  to  the  Liscannor  committee  respecting  that  person 
being  improperly  put  upon  the  list?— Never  to  me,  that  I know  of. 

4862.  Was  there  such  a resolution  ?— I do  not  know. 

4863-  Did  you  ever  know  from  Captain  Wynne  or  from  Mr.  Gamble  that 
such  a resolution  had  been  communicated  to  them  ? — Never. 

4804.  You  never  heard  it  mentioned  ?— Never. 

4865.  Did  the  overseers,  stewards,  check-clerks,  and  pay-clerks,  frequently 
put  persons  on  the  works  without  consulting  the  relief  committee  ?— I cannot 


4866  Do  you  not  know  that  the  committee  complained  of  such  conduct  011 
the  part  of  those  persons  ?— -I  have  heard  one  instance  of  it  mentioned. 

4807-  By  whom  ?— Against  Warren  the  superintendent,  by  the  Liscannor 
committee.  J 

4868.  Only  one? — Only  one. 

4869.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  not  the  appointment  of  those  officers  rest,  strictly 
speaking,  in  the  Board  of  Works  f— In  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works 
entirely. 

4870.  Chairman .]  Do  you  remember  Major  Macnamara  oomplaining  to  you 
for  not  putting  persons  on  the  works  in  the  parish  of  Killilaah  ? — I do. 

4871.  Had 
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4S71.  Had  you  and  Major  Macnamara  any  unpleasant  discussions  ? — We 
had. 

4872.  He  disagreed  very  much  with  you,  did  he  not? — Yes. 

4873.  Was  he  very  angry  with  your — Yres,  very. 

4S74.  Did  he  use  any  expressions  showing  that  anger  ? — He  did. 

4875.  You  have  stated  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ That  is  no  way  for  a cub  of 
your  kind  to  answer  me,  sir,  though  I said  nothing  intended  or  calculated  to 
give  offence  ” ? — Yes. 

4876.  Had  you  said  anything  intended  or  calculated  to  give  offence? — 
Nothing  more  than  I say  now,  “ Major  Macnamara,  there  are  so  many  hills  I 
cannot  answer  you  positively;”  and  the  Major  asked  me  several  times  if  I 
would  open  the  hills ; I could  not  tell  what  hills  ; Major  Macnamara  wanted  to- 
know,  and  therefore  I stated  wbat  I have  just  said,  and  he  turned  round  and 
made  that  answer. 

4877.  Did  he  apologise  ? — He  did. 

4877*.  And  you  accepted  that? — Yes. 

4878.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  You  went  and  dined  with  him  ? — I did,  but  not 
after  the  apology. 

4879.  Chairman.]  After  the  apology  the  matter  was  healed  over,  was  it  net? 
— Yes. 

4SS0.  I believe  you  did  promise  to  proceed  with  opening  the  hills  on  the 
following  Monday  ? — I did. 

4881.  Were  you  prevented  ? — I had  particular  business  to  attend  to,  which 
could  not  be  neglected. 

4SS2.  Did  that  cause  fresh  complaints  ? — Not  till  some  time  afterwards. 

4883.  Did  it  some  time  afterwards? — It  did. 

4884.  From  the  beginning  throughout  were  there  not  complaints  made  by 
the  Members  and  other  gentry  that  people  in  destitute  condition  did  not  receive 
work  from  the  Government  equal  to  their  wants  ? — There  were. 

4885.  Was  the  Government  very  much  pressed,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  to 
do  anything  that,  under  these  circumstances,  might  have  been  done? — We  were 
very  much  pressed. 

4886.  Did  Major  Macnamara  generally  give  you  every  assistance  in  his  power, 
and  show  you  attention  ? — I think  not. 

4887.  On  what  occasion  did  he  not  do  so  ? — On  almost  every  occasion  I ever 
met  him  afterwards. 

4SS8.  Did  he  before  that  time  give  you  assistance? — Yes,  generally. 

4889.  Then  after  this,  his  conduct  towards  you  was  changed  ? — Quite  changed. 

4590.  Had  he  any  communication  with  you  after  that  day  ? — Yes. 

4591.  Frequently,  or  only  occasionally  ? — I believe  I have  had  either  two  or 
three  letters  from  Major  Macnamara,  during  my  residence  in  the  barony. 

4592.  Had  you  any  personal  communication  with  him  afterwards? — None, 
except  unpleasant  ones. 

4893.  You  say  you  received  some  letters  from  Major  Macnamara  ; were  they 
in  consequence  of  a letter  written  by  you  to  Fitzpatrick,  O’Brien,  and  Conny, 
the  check-clerks,  “ Sirs,  You  will  please,  to  observe  that  you  are  not  to  attend  any 
committee,  or  produce  any  book,  list,  or  communication  relative  to  the  works 
being  carried  on  under  my  charge,  without  my  special  permission.”  Do  those 
letters  appear  in  180,  pages  32  and  33? — They  do. 

4894.  Was  that  the  commencement  of  the  correspondence? — No;  he  wrote 
a letter  last  season  to  me,  or  in  the  month  of  July. 

4895.  Is  that  published  ? — No. 

4896.  Is  that  letter  the  commencement  of  the  correspondence,  which  is  printed 
in  the  return  to  Parliament? — It  is. 

4897.  Was  not  that  the  letter  which  gave  offence  to  Major  Macnamara,  and 
which  produced  this  reply? — Yes. 

4898.  Was  any'  such  letter  as  that  written  by  you  to  any  other  check-clerks, 
except  Killilagh  ? — No. 

4899.  Why  did  you  direct  it  to  that  particular  parish  ? — The  complaints  made 
by  the  overseer,  Mr.  Molloy,  caused  it. 

4900.  Air.  Bellew.']  Wrhat  were  the  complaints  ? — That  he  never  found  the 
check-clerks  doing  their  duty. 

4900*.  Did  they  give  any  reason  for  not  attending  the  works  ? — They  did. 
Their  reason  was,  that  they  had  to  attend  the  committees. 

0.105.  n n 4 4901.  Chairman .] 


Mr.  R.  Rliilct l. 


31  May  1847, 
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Mr.  R.  MilleU.  4901 . Chairman.']  Were  you  present  in  the  court-house  at  Ennistimon,  on  the 
— 4th  December? — I was. 

31  May  1847.  4902.  Ditl  Major  Macnamara  complain  of  delay  on  that  occasion?— He  did. 

4903.  Did  you  give  any  account  why  it  had  taken  place?— I did.  I stated  I 
was  attacked  in  the  town  of  Ennistimon,  and  could  not  get  out. 

4904.  Did  you  use  the  expression,  “ That  you  Mere  attacked  by  a set  of 
ruffians  ” ? — I did. 

4905.  When?— On  the  Tuesday  or  Monday. 

4906.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  say  that  in  the  court-house  ?— I 
did. 

4907.  Chairman.]  Did  you  say  that  to  Major  Macnamara  ?— Yes. 

490S.  Did  you  say  to  him,  in  the  court-house,  that  you  were  attacked,  or 
that  you  were  attacked  by  a set  of  ruffians? — I said  I was  attacked  by  a set  of 
ruffians  in  the  town  of  Ennistimon  ; I said  that  in  the  court-house,  "to  Major 
Macnamara. 

4909.  Why  did  you  drop  the  word  “ ruffians ” just  now? — It  escaped  my 
memory. 

4910.  Is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  the  answer  you  previously  gave 
is  not  correct,  but  it  would  be  correct  to  state  that  you  stated  that  you  were 
attacked  by  a set  of  ruffians  ? — Yes. 

4911.  Did  not  the  words  “set  of  ruffians  ” excite  indignation  and  anger  011 
the  part  of  Major  Macnamara? — They  did. 

4912.  Was  it  in  the  presence  of  the  people  you  made  that  expression? — Yes. 

4913.  Did  you  speak  it  loud? — Yes. 

4914.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  do  you  mean  by  the  people  ? — The  per- 
sons in  the  court-house. 

4915.  Were  the  persons  in  the  court-house  the  persons  who  stopped  you  in  the 
streets? — Perhaps  some  of  them  were;  yes,  one  of  them  was  present. 

4916.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  you  attacked  by  a crowd  of  people? — I was. 

4917.  Did  you  sustain  any  personal  injury  from  that  attack  ? — I was  dragged 
about;  two  men  took  me  up  about  30  or  40  yards  along'  the  street;  I after- 
wards got  on  my  horse  and  then  we  were  pulled  about,  horse  and  man ; we  were 
pulled  about  the  town. 

4918.  Ultimately  they  let  you  go? — I succeeded  in  getting  away. 

4919.  How  many  were  there? — From  500  to  600,  I should  say. 

4920.  Do  you  consider  you  released  yourself  from  those  500  or  600  in  spite  of 
any  exertion  made  by  them  to  commit  violence? — Yes,  I got  assistance  from  the 
townspeople. 

4921 . How  many  townspeople  assisted  you  ? — I cannot  say. 

4922.  Did  the  townspeople  sustain  any  injury  from  that  crowd? — No;  except 
a good  shove  and  pushing  about  there  was  no  one  hurt. 

4923.  Neither  the  townspeople  nor  yourself  were  actually  hurt : — No. 

4924.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  No  sticks  were  flying  about? — No,  nor  stones; 
though  they  had  them  in  their  hands  they  did  not  throw  any  stones ; but  I was 
going  to  strike  a man  with  a whip  I had  in  my  hand,  and  one  fellow  cried  out, 
“For  God’s  sake  don’t  hit  him,  or  your  life  won’t  be  safe.” 

4925.  How  long  did  this  attack  last? — Twenty  minutes,  or  three-quarters  of 
an  hour. 

4926.  Chairman.]  Had  you  not  promised  to  commence  the  works  on  Monday  ? 
— Yes. 

4927.  Was  not  the  attack  on  Tuesday? — Yes. 

4928.  How  could  the  delay  be  occasioned  by  the  attack  on  Tuesday? — On 
Monday  I had  to  certify  the  returns. 

4929.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  How  long  were  you  detained  in  this  crowd? — Three 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

4930.  At  four  o’clock  in  the  evening? — Yes. 

4931.  Did  that  prevent  you  attending  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday  ? —They 
guarded  my  house  on  Tuesday,  so  that  I could  not  get  out,  and  it  was  then 
I made  an  attempt. 

4932.  Did  they  exhibit  any  disposition  to  violence?— They  did;  they  made  an 
attempt  to  break  in. 

4933-  what  vvas  the  nature  of  that  attempt  ?— They  came  to  the  door ; one 
person  came  ; the  servant  came  and  opened  it,  and  he  got  half  way  in  ; she  pushed 
him  out,  and  he  got  her  by  the  hand  and  pulled  her  out,  and  she  closed  the  door 

after 
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after  her  ; he  had  a large  stick  in  his  hand,  and  he  said  he  would  try  to  get  up  to  Mr.  R.  MilltU. 
my  window.  _ ^ 

4934.  The  exertions  of  the  woman  were  sufficient  to  keep  him  out? — He  was  3>  May  1847. 
trying  to  get  in ; the  woman  was  the  successful  party  ; Archdeacon  Whitty  came 

to  the  door  at  the  time. 

4935.  Did  he  assist  in  the  fray  ? — No;  when  the  man  saw  the  Archdeacon 
coming  he  let  the  woman  go. 

4936.  Chairman .]  What  was  the  cause  of  the  people  showing  this  feeling 
towards  you  on  Tuesday  morning? — I cannot  say  more  than  the  general  dis- 
turbance of  the  time. 

4937.  Was  it  not  for  the  reason  of  your  not  having  commenced  the  works? 

— No  ; they  did  not  belong  to  Major  Macnamara’s  district. 

4938.  What  day  did  you  commence? — On  Wednesday  night  I gave  the  list 
to  my  superintendent,  who  proceeded  there  on  Thursday  morning,  and  on 
Friday  morning  they  were  open. 

4939.  Why  did  you  not  open  them  on  Wednesday? — I could  not  go  out;  I 
was  guarded  on  Wednesday  also ; the  people  would  not  let  me  out. 

4940.  Mr.  Borthwick.']  Do  you  mean  the  mob  was  such  that  they  prevented 
you  going  out  ? — Yes. 

4941.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Did  you  consider  your  personal  safety  in 
jeopardy  had  you  gone  out  ? — Certainly. 

4942.  What  was  the  number  of  the  mob? — About  100  or  150. 

4943.  Did  they  use  any  expressions  of  violence  towards  you  ? — They  did  not. 

4944.  What  made  you  think  your  safety  in  danger? — They  remained  round 
the  house  all  night. 

4945.  Mr.  TF.  Williams.']  What  was  the  cause  of  that  ? — They  had  a feeling 
that  every  man  should  get  work. 

4946.  And  you  consider  there  was  no  other  ground  for  that  excited  feeling 
existing? — That  I cannot  account  for,  except  that  there  was  a general  demand. 

4947.  Could  you  account  for  it  in  any  other  way  ? — I can  account  for  it  in 
another  way. 

4948.  State  that? — That  the  persons  might  be  referred  to  me  for  employ- 
ment; supposing  they  had  said,  “You  go  to  the  engineer  and  see  if  he  will 
give  it.” 

4949.  That  comes  after  all  to  this  point,  that  the  excited  feeling  towards  you 
was  the  anxiety  to  obtain  employment,  and  they  thought  it  was  in  your  power 
to  give  them  employment  r — Most  undoubtedly. 

4950.  Chairman .]  Had  you  had  an  appointment  with  the  parish  priest  to  meet 
him  on  the  hills  that  were  to  be  cut? — I am  not  sure;  I recollect  having 
promised  Major  Macnamara  that  I would  open  the  works. 

4951.  Did  yon  not  know  that  Mr.  Fallon,  whom  you  were  to  have  met,  was 
on  the  ground  with  200  men  ? — I heard  he  did  attend,  and  that  he  attended  there 
with  about  500  men. 

4952.  Did  you  hear  also  that  the  same  number  of  men  attended  on  the  Tues- 
day to  be  put  to  work  ? — I did,  from  Major  Macnamara ; I did  not  hear  between 
that  time  and  the  works  being  opened. 

4953.  Did  you  not  hear  afterwards  that  the  men  had  attended  in  expectation 
to  be  put  to  work,  in  accordance  with  your  appointment,  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 

nd  Wednesday,  and  Thursday? — I did. 

4954.  And  that,  during  those  four  days,  that  number  of  men  were  unemployed 
and  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — Very  probably ; but  I heard  that  they  were  there, 

4955-  When  you  made  use  of  that  expression,  that  you  were  attacked  by  a set 
of  “ ruffians,”  did  Major  Macnamara  make  any  remark  ? — He  did. 

4956.  What  did  he  say? — He  remarked,  “Do  you  hear  that;  what  do  you 
mean  by  a set  of  ruffians?”  and  turned  round;  he  was  speaking  to  me  at  the 
time. 

, 4957*  Did  he  speak  loud? — He  did. 

4958.  Did  he  speak  to  you  ? — He  did,  a part  of  it. 

4959-  Whom  did  he  speak  to  when  he  said,  “ Do  you  hear  that  ? ” — I suppose 
to  the  persons  present:  he  was  speaking  to  me  at  the  time  he  said,  “ Who  do  you 
call  a set  of  ruffians  ?” 

4g6o.  Was  he  angry  and  excited  by  the  term,  “ a set  of  ruffians”? — Very 
much. 

0.105.  O o 4961.  That 
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4961 . That  appeared  to  be  the  ground  of  his  excitement  ? — l should  think  so  • 
and  besides  that  his  feeling,  as  he  considered,  of  discourtesy  from  me. 

4962.  Did  not  Mr.  Molloy,  with  your  knowledge  and  sanction,  place  several 
hundred  men  on  the  works  in  Killilagh,  without  being  on  the  labour  lists  ?— I 
have  stated  there  were  never  lists  furnished  from  that  place. 

4963.  Where  did  you  get  several  hundred  ?— Without  any  list,  except  those 
furnished  by  the  priests. 

4964.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Were  there  any  regular  lists  from  the  relief  com- 
mittees?— There  were  not. 

4965.  Ought  there  to  have  been  ? — There  ought,  and  they  were  called  for. 

4966.  Were  the  committees  sitting  from  time  to  time,  and  not  furnishing  you 

with  lists  ? — They  were,  every  Friday.  ° * 

4967.  Did  you  complain  to  the  relief  committees  of  Killilagh,  of  not  receiving 
the  lists  ? — I am  not  aware  that  I did ; but  I furnished  them  with  a list  of  the 
persons  employed  for  their  revision,  and  to  correct  them. 

4968.  Who  put  the  names  upon  the  lists  you  supplied  for  revision  ? — They  were 
put  on  by  the  priest ; some  of  them. 

4969.  Did  Mr,  Molloy  put  them  on  ? — I do  not  know  ; very  probably  he  did 
put  some  on. 

4970.  Several  hundreds?— I cannot  say  several  hundreds,  for  I do  not  know 
whether  he  did  or  not. 

497  *•  Was  there  a great  number  put  on  the  lists  by  Mr.  Molloy  ?— A creat 
number.  8 

4972.  Were  there  more  than  a hundred  ?— About  a hundred. 

4973-  Did  you  think  it  your  duty  to  inform  the  relief  committee  of  Killilagh, 
that  this  number  was  put  on  by  Molloy,  in  consequence  of  their  not  havfno- 
furnished  lists  ? — I did  so  far  as  this  : I furnished  them  with  the  lists  of  men 
actually  put  on,  and  they  never  took  any  notice  of  them. 

4974.  They  did  not  revise  them  ? — No. 

4975.  And  the  men  were  continued  at  work  ? — They  were. 

4976.  Lord  J , Manners  You  stated  the  reasons  that  prevented  your  opening 
those  works  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday ; had  you  any  reason  for  nol 
opening  them  on  Thursday? — I furnished  the  superintendent  with  the  lists  on 
Wednesday  night,  and  he  proceeded  there  on  Thursday. 

4977.  Why  were  they  not  opened  on  Thursday  ?— It  was  late  in  the  evening 
when  he  got  there,  though  he  left  me  early  in  the  morning. 

49/8-  Mr.  W.  Williams .J  Was  there  any  manifestation  of  feeling  by  the  meeting 
when  you  used  the  word  “ ruffians  ” ? — As  well  as  I recollect  there  was  shouting. 

4979-  Lhey  were  much  excited  in  consequence? — They  were  much  excited 
in  consequence. 

4980.  Chairman.]  Was  not  the  term  “a  set  of  ruffians,”  being  applied  to 
persons,  likely  to  excite  them  ? — Undoubtedly,  and  in  the  heat  of  the  moment 
the  words  slipped  from  me. 

49.St-  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Gamble  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  sent  you  a message 
that  it  you  did  not  give  more  employment  he  would  tell  the  people  the  engineers 
were  to  blame,  and  not  the  magistrates ; and  it  was  better  for  you  not  to  fall  out 
with  an  attorney  ? — I did. 

4982.  Dow  came  you  to  tell  him  that? — He  requested  the  information  of  me. 
4983*  Mr.  Solicitor- General.’]  Who  did  ? — Mr.  Gamble  required  me  to  write 
that  letter  in  which  I made  that  statement. 

4984.  Chairman.'}  Why  did  you  do  so?— Because  I had  written  to  him 
before,  in  October  last. 

4985-  J'hy  did  you  write  so  ? — Because  the  message  was  brought  to  me. 

4986.  Who  brought  it?— Dr.  Finucane. 

7r°U  ATnF  te^  Mr.  O’Brien  that  Dr.  Finucane  brought  that  mes- 
sage  r— -No  ; Mr.  O Bnen  asked  me  at  the  sessions  about  it,  and  I told  him. 

4908.  When  was  that? — The  4th  of  December  he  asked  me  if  I received  the 
message  from  Dr.  Finucane. 

49S9.  What  message  ?— The  message  I state  there. 

499°-  Did  he  mention  it  in  those  words? — No  ; he  asked  me  if  I received  a 
message,  and  where  Dr.  Finucane  was. 

4991.  Did  he  state  what  message?— He  said  “ the  message.” 

4992.  Did  you  ever  receive  more  messages  than  this  one  through  Dr.  Finu- 
:ane  t — I did  not. 

4993-  Mr- 
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4993.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  When  was  it  that  Mr.  O’Brien  asked  you  if 
you  received  the  message  ? — The  4th  of  December. 

4994-  When  did  Dr.  Finucane  bring  you  the  message? — On  the  20th  or 
21st  of  October. 

4995-  Chairman.']  That  was  six  weeks  afterwards  ? — Yes. 

4996.  Had  you  seen  him  often  between  those  times  ? — I think  not. 

4997.  Had  you  ever  seen  him? — Yes,  I had. 

499S.  Frequently  ? — Yes. 

4999-  What  leads  you  to  suppose  it  was  the  message  we  are  speaking  of,  if  he 
never  asked  you  about  the  message  for  six  weeks  ? — It  was  the  only  message 
I ever  received  from  him. 

5000.  Was  it  not  strange  he  never  asked  you  for  six  weeks  ?— Now  I recol- 
lect. It  was  in  speaking  of  a letter  which  I had  written  to  Mr.  O’Brien.  Mr. 
O’Brien  alluded  to  discourtesy,  and  said,  did  I receive  the  message  sent  by  Dr. 
Finucane. 

5001.  When  ?— The  4th  December.  That  was  with  reference  to  a letter, 
which  he  considered  discourteous;  that  was  about  the  15th  or  16th  of  October. 

5002.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Was  it  after  a conversation  with  him  on  the 
4th  of  December,  about  a letter,  in  which  he  said  you  had  been  discourteous  to 
him,  that  he  asked  you  if  you  had  received  the  message,  and  asked  you  about  Dr. 
Finucane? — Yes. 

5°o 3-  Chairman.']  Do  you  mean  he  had  let  eight  weeks  pass  between  the 
discourteous  letter,  and  six  weeks  between  the  message,  and  never  alluded  to  it? 
— I dare  say,  for  Mr.  O’Brien  appeared  not  to  be  on  particularly  good  terms 
with  me. 

5004.  He  never  had  mentioned  either  the  message  or  the  letter  between  the 
two  periods? — Never. 

5005.  Have  you  seen  Dr.  Finucane  since  this  letter  was  printed? — I have. 

5006.  Have  you  spoken  to  him  about  this  letter? — Never. 

5007.  Has  he  spoken  to  you? — Never. 

5008.  Has  he  denied  to  you  that  he  ever  took  such  a message  at  all? — No. 

5009.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Is  there  the  slightest  pretence  for  saying  you 
have  seen  Dr.  Finucane  upon  the  subject  of  this  printed  letter,  and  that  he  has 
denied  he  ever  brought  that  message  ? — To  my  knowledge  I have  never  spoken 
a single  word  upon  the  subject. 

5010.  Chairman.]  Have  you  written  to  him? — Nor  have  I written  to  him. 

5011.  Nor  seen  him  about  it? — Nor  seen  him  about  it. 

5012.  Lord/.  Manners.]  You  are  quite  certain  you  received  such  a message 
from  Dr.  Finucane? — I received  such  a message  from  Dr.  Finucane;  as  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  messenger,  he  brought  it  to  me. 

5013-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Had  you  any  doubt  at  the  time  that  Mr. 
O’Brien  spoke  to  you  about  the  message,  that  he  meant  this  message  ? — Not  the 
slightest  doubt. 

5014.  Had  you  any  other  message  conveyed  to  you  by  Dr.  Finucane  from  Mr. 
O’Brien?— No. 

5015.  Chairman.]  Was  any  one  else  present  when  Dr.  Finucane  delivered  the 
message  ? — Not  when  he  gave  it  first ; he  took  me  into  my  bedroom,  but  he  re- 
peated it  afterwards,  in  the  presence  of  another  person. 

5016.  Who  was  that  ? — Molloy. 

59x7*  Is  he  here? — Yes. 

5018.  When  you  had  letters  afterwards,  did  he  never  mention  the  message  in 
any  way  whatever  ? — No. 

5019.  Do  you  know  his  handwriting  ? — Yes. 

5020;  Are  you  quite  sure  that  Dr.  Finucane  has  not  in  any  way  denied  to  you 
having  carried  such  a message  from  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I am  certain  he  never  has. 

5021.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Are  there  two  Doctors  Finucane? — Only  one. 

5022.  Chairman.]  Were  you  very  intimate  with  Doctor  Finucane  ? — I was. 

5023  Had  you  any  patronage  in  that  district  ? — No  more  than  the  appoint- 
ment of  stewards. 

5024.  Did  you  place  the  patronage  you  had  in  his  hands? — No,  unless  he 
wished  to  take  it. 

5025.  Did  he  take  it? — I believe  he  pretended  to  take  it. 

5026.  Did  you  allow  him  to  take  it  ? — I did  not. 

5027.  Did  he  exercise  it? — He  did  in  appearance. 

0,1  °5*  002  5028.  What 
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.5028.  What  do  you  mean  by  appearance? — He  was  on  very  intimate  terms 
with  me  ; the  two  or  three  persons  hanging  about,  whom,  perhaps,  he  promised  to 
get  appointed. 

5029.  Did  he  appoint  them  ?— I think  not,  as  well  I recollect. 

5030.  Do  you  mean  to  say  he  did  not  put  them  on  ? — He  did  not. 

5031.  Mr  Bellew.]  Is  he  a landed  proprietor  ? — No,  I believe  not;  I believe 
he  is  a ratepayer. 

5032.  Mr.  W.  IVilliams.]  Did  Dr.  Finucane  recommend  any  persons  to  you  to 
be  placed  in  these  offices  of  stewards  and  so  forth  ? — He  did. 

5033.  Did  you  place  them  in  those  offices  in  consequence  of  those  representa- 
tions ? — I did. 

5034.  How  many  ? — Three  or  four. 

5035.  Did  Major  Macnamara  recommend  any  one  to  you  for  those  offices  ?— 
I believe  one  person,  as  well  as  I recollect. 

5036.  Did  you  employ  him  ? — No,  I did  not ; I had  a particular  reason  for 
that. 

5037.  Mr.  JBellew.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  recommend  any  one?— He  did. 

5038.  Did  you  appoint  him  ? — I did. 

5039.  Why  did  you  not  employ  the  person  recommended  by  Major  Macna- 
mara 1 — On  the  opening  of  one  of  the  works  I wanted  about  50  or  60  men  ; this 
man  went,  and  got  a list  of  about  250 ; brought  it  with  a crowd  to  my  door,  forced 
himself  in,  and  then  takes  the  list  to  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  tells  Archdeacon 
Whitty  that  I wanted  him  to  sign  that  list  to  put  the  men  on  the  work,  and 
caused  that  row.  He  afterwards  brings  me  a letter  of  recommendation  from 
Major  Macnamara,  and  I refused  to  receive  it. 

5040.  Chairman .]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  recommend  any  persons,  except  persons 
who  were  proper  and  competent  for  the  situations  for  which  he  recommended 
them  ? — He  did. 


Marta,  1°  diejunii,  1847. 
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Air.  Borthwick. 
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Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 


Air.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  Stuart  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY",  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Samuel  Gamble,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

. 5°4l>  Chairman .]  DO  you  produce  two  lists,  which  you  have  made,  regard- 
ing the  persons  who  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  living  upon  Mr.  O’Briens 
property  in  Carhuduff,  and  who  were  put  upon  the  Liscannor  relief  lists  ?— 
I do.  1 produce  a list  of  all  the  persons  returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee 
from  the  townland  of  Carhuduff ; and  I have  shown  the  circumstances  of  each, 
and  the  number  returned  for  each  family,  and  the  way  in  which  they  were 
made  out.  3 3 

T^Hi°Mnthf  accompanying  Analysis  of  the  Labourers  returned  for  employment  for  the 
lownland  of  Carhuduff,  it  appears  that—  r 

«?+f6  f‘,eeholders>  16m  number,  registered  since  1840,  are  represented  on  the  works, 
some  or  them  by  two  individuals. 

2.  Almost  all  the  holders  of  farms,  which  are  entered  on  the  Poor-law  Valuation  for 
Carnudun,  have  been  returned  for  employment. 

™embers  UJ tbe  same  family  have  been  returned  each  as  the  head  of  a sepa- 
rate family,  with  a number  m family,  and  number  of  acres  attached  ; and  it  was  impossible 
for  the  inspecting  officer,  from  the  lists,  to  recognise  as  members  of  the  same  family  those 

returned 
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[fpTlf/h^eaff  0f(?P.lra‘e,fa,?iliLSi  and  l,ence  ]t  haPP«nl!d  «iat  families,  and  some  of 
the  J°pnland>  had  tn'°  individuals  on  the  worts,  while  the  inspecting 
offlcer  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  such  was  the  case.  F B 

4.  In  consequence  of  this  practice  there  are  returned  on  Mr.  O’Brien's  lists  79  families 

persons  entered  on  Ze’coZitS 
uses  represent  only  53  separate  families,  and  316  individuals. 

While  this  was  the  case,  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  January 
'"f  SiS"'d  b*  Mr'  states  that  the  committee  am 

re,i"'ed  are  {onhy,ith  empi°yed’  stirv»tion  'riu 

families^at^present  ctsS  {?£*  if  ^ItatlveTy  cI^W  ° °f 

the  committee  apprehend  will  be  shortly  " °m 

occ^dlmmsS:  C,'aira“  °f  ‘he  «““«■*  ala*ad  *«  d«.hs  had 


The  following  Freeholders  have  been  registered  for  Carhuduff  since  1840,  and  are  all  represented 
on  the  Lists  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien.  See  Analysis. 


NAMES  OF  FREEHOLDERS. 

Townland. 

Dale  of  Registry. 

Numbers. 

Thomas  Egan 

Carhuduff 

- 1845  - 

5,620 

Paul  Tierney 

ditto  ... 

■ 1845 

5,417 

Michael  Connell  - 

ditto  ... 

- 1844  - 

5,192 

Michael  Healey  - 

ditto 

- 184.3  - 

5,206 

Andrew  Killohery 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

5,209 

Thomas  M‘Donogh  - 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

5,233 

Terence  M'Dor.ogh 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

5,234 

James  M‘Keen  .... 

ditto  - - - 

- 1843  - 

5,232 

Thomas  Nagle  ..... 

ditto 

- 1843  - 

5,242 

Thomas  Reidy  ..... 

ditto  --- 

- 1843  - 

5,260 

Michael  Reidy  ..... 

ditto  --- 

- 1843  - 

5,259 

Francis  Roche  ..... 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

5,261 

Pat  Shannon 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

6,270 

Michael  Shannon  - 

ditto  ... 

- 1843  - 

5,271 

Michael  Tierney  - 

ditto  - 

- 1843  - 

5,277 

Michael  Hynes  ..... 

ditto  ... 

- 1840  - 

3,816 

0.105. 
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5042.  Do  those  include  the  whole  of  the  persons  resident  on  Mr.  O'Brien’s  Mr.  s.  Gamble 

lands,  who  were  returned  on  the  list?— The  whole  returned  from  the  townland  of  

Carhuduff.  1 june  ,s47. 

5043.  Do  you  produce  any  of  the  Liscanuor  relief  district  ?— -Yes. 

5044.  Why  have  you  not  made  out  the  list  of  the  others  ?— It  is  entirelv  a 
question  of  time  and  of  local  information.  I have  witnesses  in  town  acquainted 
with  the  particular  locality,  and  therefore  I selected  Carhuduff. 

5045.  Is  Carhuduff  only  one  of  the  townlands  in  the  district  of  Liscannor,  in 
which  Mr.  O’Brien  has  property  r— Only  one  of  many  townlands. 

5046.  Have  you  reason  to  believe,  that  in  other  townlands,  persons  similarly 
situated  as  respected  property  aud  their  being  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  were  placed 
upon  the  list? — I have. 

5047.  Why  have  you  selected  Carhuduff  as  the  place  for  making  the  only 
return  you  can  make  to  the  Committee  ? — Because  I have  two  witnesses  in  town 
acquainted  with  the  locality. 

5048.  Does  that  enable  you  to  make  out  the  list  with  regard  to  Carhuduff,  and 
has  the  absence  of  persons  locally  acquainted  with  the  other  parishes  prevented 
your  giving  it  as  to  them  ?— It  has  prevented  me. 

5049-  Do  you  produce  any  other  list  ?— Of  the  freeholders,  as  returned  in  the 
registry  for  the  townland  of  Ballyrislane,  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara,  in  Octo- 
ber 1846  and  January  1847.  There  were  eight  registered,  and  those  are  repre- 
sented on  the  relief  lists  of  the  Liscannor  committee  by  14  individuals. 


RETURN  of  Freeholders  placed  on  the  Relief  Lists,  by  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  from  the 
Townland  of  Ballyvrislane,  the  Property  of  Major  Macnamara. 


NUMBER 

NAME  S. 

DATE 

of 

Number 

for 

REFERENCE 

DATE 

Recommendation 

each 

of 

■ 

REGISTRY. 

Lists. 

Family. 

COMMITTEE  LISTS. 

Registry. 

5,806 

Hugh  Clare  - 

31  Dec.  - 

_ 

116 

Moher-road 

1847 

5,S08 

Thomas  Clare  (wid.) 

31  Dec.  - 

- 

16 

rLislorkan-hills 
isheet,  2 supplement-/ 

1847 

5,812 

John  Uunleavy 

5 January 

1 

- 

sheet,  2 supplement  - 

1847 

5,816 

Tim  Flanagan  - 

- ditto  - 

1 

- 

- same 

1847 

5,819 

John  Higgins  - 

- ditto  - 

1 

- 

- same 

1847 

5,773 

Thomas  Kinnane 

- ditto  - 

1 

- 

- same 

1846 

steward. 

5,772 

Michael  Kinnane 

- ditto  - 

1 

- 

- same 

1846 

5,774 

Pat.  Kinnane  - 

31  Dec.  - 

" 

57 

Lough-road 

1846 

These  eight  freeholders  were  all  registered  in  October  1846  and  January  1847,  and  are  represented  on  the  Relief 
Lists  by  14  persons. 


5050.  Has  Major  Macnamara  any  other  property  or  townland  in  the  same 
district  t — Yes. 

5051-  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  of 
that  other  parish  would  produce  similar  results  to  those  ? — I think  an  investio-a- 
tion  into  all  the  freeholders  registered  in  1 846  and  1 847  would  show  results 
somewhat  similar,  but  I do  not  think  they  would  be  so  glaring  as  these. 

5°52-  why  have  you  selected  that  one  out  of  the  others ?— Because  I could 
1 entity  the  people  more  easily  than  in  the  other  townlands.  There  was  another 
townland,  where  there  were  so  many  people  of  the  name  of  Neagle  that  I could 
not  distinguish  them.  r b 


5°53-  Have  you  reason  to  believe,  if  you  were  to  institute  a similar  inquiry, 
ar . wf7 * regard  to  other  townlands  belonging  to  other  landed 

1D  the  dlstnct>  tliat  similar  results  would  arise?— I do  not  think  they 
U • ° ie  same  extent.  I think  there  were  some  registered  belonging  to  other 
proprietors;  but  the  principal  portion  registered  in  1846  and  1 847  belonged  to 
Major  AlMMmara  s property.  I confine  myself  to  this  registry  of  1846  and 
relief  wwks 10WID^  ^ iee*lcdders  registered  since  the  commencement  of  the 


o.  1 05. 


P p 


5054.  And 
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Mr.  S.  Gamble. 


1 June  i”*i7. 


Mr.  R.  MiHelt. 


5054.  And  that  is  the  reason  there  might  be  a difference,  that  you  take  out 
those  which  applied  to  1846  and  1847  ; that  might  not  apply  to  others?—  Yes. 

5055.  And  that  the  circumstances  of  each,  if  you  take  other  years,  might  not 
be  the  same  ?— They  might  not;  but  I take  1846  and  1847  to  show  that  the 
registry  was  since  the  commencement  of  the  relief  works. 

5056.  Have  you  had  any  reason  for  selecting  Mr  O’Brien’s  tenants  and  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  property  for  the  purpose  of  your  investigation,  and  for  omitting  other 
persons? — Certainly,  because  1 considered  him  the  most  prominent;  he  was  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  disputed  the  facts 
stated  by  Captain  Wynne  and  myself ; that  is  one  reason  why  I selected  particu- 
larly his  townland. 

,5057.  Have  you  made  that  selection  since  you  came  to  town,  or  was  it  anv 
motive  for  your  making  a selection  in  the  execution  of  your  duties  in  the  district? 
— Since  I came  to  town. 

5058.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  stated  there  were  two  persons  who  will  verify 
that  list ; when  did  those  gentlemen  come  to  town?— I should  suppose  three 
weeks  ago  ; they  are  two  farmers. 

5059.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  you  getting  evidence  with  regard  to  freeholders 
since  you  came  here,  and  so  directed  yourself  to  the  properties  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
and  Major  Macnamara,  as  being  the  persons  you  were  directed  to  inquire  into? 
— No  doubt  I did. 

5060.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  I understand  you  to  state  that  you  have  made  out 
this  list  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  as  a selection  from  other  landlords,  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  property  concerned  in  this  inquiry? — That  was  one  reason, 
and  that  he  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

5061.  But  there  were  other  landlords  doing  precisely  the  same  thing  that  he 
has  done  ? — I do  not  think  there  were  so  many  of  the  other  landlords’  returned, 
as  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  ; I do  not  think  there  was  so  large  a proportion. 

5062.  Still  there  were  some? — There  were  tenants  and  freeholders  belonging 
both  to  Dean  Stack poole  and  to  Major  Macnamara. 

5063.  Chairman.]  Is  not  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  larger  than  that  of  any  other 
landowner  in  that  district? — I should  say  it  is. 

5004.  And  therefore  there  are  more  tenants  on  his  property? — I should  say  so. 

5065.  Would  it  not  follow,  if  he  followed  the  general  practice,  that  there 
would  be  more  of  his  tenants  on  the  lists  r — There  was  a larger  proportion. 

5066.  Was  not  the  same  practice  common  with  every  other  landed  proprietor; 
having  put  on,  by  others,  persons  on  the  lists  who  were  their  own  tenants,  and 
who  had  cattle  and  land  ?• — I believe  they  were  all  anxious  to  do  it. 

5067.  Did  they  not  all  do  it  ? — They  did,  sir,  as  much  as  they  could,  with 
some  exceptions. 

506S.  Do  you  know  any  other  part  of  Ireland  where  they  did  the  same? — 
I was  in  the  county  Meath  last  season,  but  it  was  not  carried  on  there  to  the 
same  extent. 

5069.  Still,  to  a certain  degree  ? — The  tenants  were  not  put  on  at  all  in  the 
same  way. 

.<5070.  Mr.  fiellew.]  Mr.  O’Brien,  being  the  Member  for  the  county,  had  pro- 
bably a larger  number  of  freeholders,  in  proportion  to  his  property,  than  the 
other  landowners? — Yes,  he  had.  I consider  there  was  a larger  proportion  of 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  on  the  works  than  those  of  other  proprietors. 

Mr.  Richard  Millett,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

5071 . Chairman.]  WERE  you  at  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  the  loth  De- 
cember r — Yes. 

5072.  Have  you  seen  the  report  in  the  “Clare  Journal”  of  the  14th?  I 
have. 

5073.  Have  you  read  it? — Yes. 

5074.  Does  your  memory  enable  you  to  say  whether  it  is  substantially  cor- 
rect ? — Yes  ; I can  say  it  is  substantially  correct. 

5075.  Were  you  removed  from  the  district  on  the  31st  December  ?— -No,  I 
was  not;  I remained  there  till  about  the  11th  January. 

5076.  Did  you  make  a request  to  be  removed? — Yes;  on  the  10th  I requested 
Mr.  Gamble  to  remove  me. 

5077.  Why? — From  the  investigation  that  took. place  that  day,  I did  not  con- 
sider myself  at  all  well  treated  ; and  besides  that,  1 did  not  feel  myself  at  all  saie 
in  the  district. 

5078.  You 
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5078.  You  and  the  people  had  become  upon  bad  terms  ? — Yes,  very  bad  terms. 

5079.  They  accused  you  of  not  doing  your  duty  ? — Not  the  people  at  all. 

5080.  None  of  them  1 — None  of  them. 

5081 . Not  those  who  waited  four  days  for  the  cutting  of  the  hills  ? — They  never 
did,  to  my  knowledge. 

•5082.  Not  any  of  them  ? — Not  that  I ever  heard  of,  except  the  parish  priest 
and  Major  Macnamara.  Through  them  I suppose  it  may  have  been  ; but  the 
people  themselves  did  not  speak  to  me  on  the  subject. 

5083.  Where  did  you  go  to  after  that  ? — To  Burren. 

5084.  What  part  of  Burren? — I went  to  Ballyvaughan. 

5085.  You  stated  yesterday,  that  you  were  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of 
Dr.  Finucane  ? — Yes,  sir. 

5086.  Will  you  look  at  a letter  I now  hand  you,  and  tell  the  Committee  if  that 
is  his  handwriting? — I think  it  is. 

5087.  In  reference  to  your  former  evidence,  in  which  you  stated  that  Mr. 
O’Brien  had  taken  umbrage  at  your  conduct,  and  had  sent  you  a message  to  the 
effect  that  if  you  “ did  not  get  more  works  commenced  about  Liscannor,  he  would 
tell  the  people  publicly  not  to  blame  him  but  the  engineer,  and  that  he  would  not 
answer  for  the  peace ; he  also  stated  that  “ he  would  not  be  my  schoolmaster ; that 
his  house,  as  regards  hospitality,  was  open  to  every  person  ; and  further,  that  it 
was  better  for  me  not  to  fall  out  with  an  attorney.”  You  were  asked  whether 
you  were  quite  sure  that  was  the  message  that  Dr.  Finucane  gave  you? — Yes. 

5088.  I think  you  answered  you  had  no  doubt  of  it  ? — Not  the  least. 

5089.  The  paper  I put  in  your  hand  you  state  is  in  Dr.  Finucane’s  hand- 
writing ? — Yes,  I believe  it  to  be  in  his  handwriting. 

5090.  I will  read  to  you  that  which  he  appears  to  say,  and  calling  his  state- 
ment to  your  recollection,  ask  you  if  you  are  certain  of  the  correctness  of  the 
answer  you  gave  yesterday : “ Cottage,  1 2 March  i S47. — My  dear  Mr.  O’Brien, 

1 have  received  yours,  and  beg  in  reply  to  inform  you,  that  if  Captain  Wynne 
calculates  upon  my  evidence  to  establish  that  you  contemplated  the  assassination 
of  Mr.  Millett,  he  will  be  sadly  disappointed.  On  the  day  that  you  gave  me  a 
message  for  Mr.  Millett  with  respect  to  his  discourtesy,  you  also  desired  me  to 
speak  to  him  about  some  men  that  were  disappointed  in  getting  work  in  Lis- 
cannor some  days  before ; and  that  if  we  were  there,  and  the  people  thought 
that  it  was  from  his  neglect  or  negligence  that  they  were  unemployed,  they 
could  not  be  restrained  from  doing  violence.  I gave  the  message  as  you  de- 
sired, and  asked  for  a repiv,  refusing  to  bring  a verbal  one  to  you.”  Did  Dr. 
Finucane  give  you  the  message  in  the  terms  in  which  I have  just  read  them  ? 
— He  gave  it  to  me  in  the  terms  which  I have  stated  in  my  letter. 

5091.  Did  he  give  it  to  you  in  the  terms  in  which  I have  just  read  it  from 
his  letter? — No. 

- 5092.  Did  he  not  say  that  if  the  people  thought  they  were  kept  from  work 

through  your  negligence,  that  they  would  not  be  restrained  from  doing  you 
violence;  or  something  to  that  effect  ? — Nothing  that  I recollect  to  that  effect ; 

I do  not  recollect  his  stating  that. 

5093.  Are  you  sure  he  did  not  ?— Certainly. 

5094.  Did  he  ask  you  to  give  him  an  answer,  and  not  a verbal  one  r — He  did. 

5095.  Did  you  give  him  any  other  answer  but  a verbal  one  ? — No. 

5096.  Why? — I did  not  think  it  proper  to  open  a communication  on  the  sub- 
ject with  Mr.  O’Brien. 

5097.  Dr.  Finucane  goes  on  to  say,  Mr.  Millett  held  out  obstinately  against 
writing,  though  I cautioned  him  then  (as  I did  the  day  he  disappointed  Major 
Macnamara)  about  his  great  want  of  courtesy.”  Did  he  caution  you  against  show- 
ing any  discourtesy  in  your  refusal  to  send  a message  in  writing?— He  did  not. 

5098.  “And  in  the  end,  after  planning  various  notes  (any  one  of  which 
would,  I am  sure,  be  better  than  none),  he  agreed  to  one  he  did  not  think  would 
compromise.  I left  him  on  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  write  to  you 
next  day ; nor  did  I know  that  he  had  not  done  so  until  I met  you  near  the 
poor-house  three  days  after,  when  you  asked  me  what  was  his  reply.”  Were 
there  several  notes  planned  ?— I think  two  or  three. 

5099.  Who  planned  them  ? — Dr.  Finucane. 

5100.  He  planned  them  as  a mutual  friend  of  yours  and  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I 
suppose  so. 

,5101.  Why  did  you  object  to  any  of  those? — As  I stated  before,  I did  not  wish 
to  open  a correspondence  with  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  subject. 

0.105.  p p 2 5102.  Did 


Mr.  R.  Milldt. 


1 June  1847. 
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Mr  R.  Millett.  5102.  Did  you  determine  to  write  upon  one  of  the  plans? — Yes. 

— » 5103.  Why  did  you  do  that,  if  you  were  determined  not  to  open  any  correspond- 

1 June  1347.  ence? — It  was  on  consideration  afterwards;  at  first  I did  determine  upon  a 
letter,  and  after  consideration  ! thought  it  better  not. 

5104.  Why,  if  you  objected  to  any  plans  on  the  ground  that  you  did  not  wish 
to  open  a correspondence,  did  you  tell  Dr.  Finucane  before  lie  left,  that  you  would 
write  on  one  of  the  plans?— I did  not  consider  it  compromised  me  ; hut  on  con- 
sideration afterwards,  I still  adhered  to  my  old  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better 
not  to  open  a correspondence. 

5105.  Did  you  think  better  of  it  after  he  left,  and  did  not  write  at  all  ?— I did 
not  write  at  all. 

5106.  Did  you  ask  Dr.  Finucane,  when  you  met  him  afterwards,  what  was 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  reply  ? — I am  not  certain. 

5107.  Have  you  any  recollection  of  it? — I have  not  the  slightest. 

5108.  Did  you  ask  him  any  such  questions  at  all? — I cannot  think  of  them. 

5109.  If  you  asked  him  what  was  his  reply,  to  what  would  that  reply  refer: 
had  you  sent  any  veibal  message? — No,  I do  not  recollect  sending  any  verbal 
message. 

51 10.  If  you  had  sent  no  verbal  message,  and  had  declined  to  write,  what  would 
the  reply  be  to  ? — To  nothing  that  I know  of ; I really  cannot  understand  it. 

5111.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  After  you  had  changed  your  mind,  and  had  deter- 
mined not  to  write  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  did  you  acquaint  Dr.  Finucane  of  that  your 
determination? — I did  not. 

5112.  You  left  it  to  Dr.  Finucane  and  Mr.  O’Brien  to  find  out  as  they  might 
that  you  did  not  intend  to  reply  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  either  verbally  or  by  letter  ? — 
Yes,  certainly. 

5113.  Chairman.']  Dr.  Finucane  further  says,  “In  all  this  I cannot  see  any- 
thing that  can  in  the  least  injure  your  case,  and  I am  sorry  that  your  last  letter 
home  (without  waiting  for  my  explanation)  is  cooler  than  I would  expect.  I 
never  had  the  most  remote  communication  from  Captain  Wynne,  though  you  sav 
he  reckons  on  my  evidence ; but  I can  inform  you  how  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  matter,  as  I think.  Mr.  Millett  did  not,  on  the  night  I gave  him  the 
message,  take  a note  of  it ; however,  when  called  upon  for  his  defence  to  the 
charges  made  on  him  by  Major  Macnamara,  I presume  he  then  thought  of  this, 
for  on  the  night  of  the  day  of  the  investigation  he  read  from  a slip  of  paper 
what  he  said  was  the  message  I gave ; and  the  very  portion  of  it  which  you 
have  written  in  your  letter  to  me  I objected  to,  as  incorrect.”  Now  did  you 
take  any  note  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Finucane’s  conversation  with  you  ? — I did  not. 

5114.  Did  you  at  some  subsequent  day  produce,  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Finucane,  a slip  of  paper  on  which  there  were  some  notes  of  the  message  delivered 
to  you  ? — I did. 

5115.  When  had  you  made  those  notes  on  that  slip  of  paper? — Some  time 
about  the  5th  December. 

5116.  How  long  after  the  day  when  you  say  the  message  was  delivered? — 
Something  like  six  weeks. 

5117.  How  came  you,  six  weeks  afterwards,  to  sit  down  and  make  notes  on 
a slip  of  paper  of  something  that  had  occurred  six  weeks  before  ? — In  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  O’Brien  alluding  to  that  message. 

5118.  Did  you  produce  them  as  a note  of  what  had  taken  place? — No,  I 
never  produced  them  then. 

5119.  After  you  made  it,  did  you  produce  the  slip  of  paper  to  Dr.  Finucane 
as  a note  of  what  had  taken  place  six  weeks  before  ?— I did. 

5120.  Did  you  tell  him  when  you  had  made  the  note  ? — I did  not. 

5121.  Did  he  object  to  it  as  being  incorrect? — I believe  he  saw  me  write  it. 

5122.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it? — I am  not  certain,  but  I think  he  did. 

5123.  Where  did  you  write  it? — In  my  room  ; he  was  with  me  in  the  room. 

5124.  Are  you  sure  he  was  with  you  at  the  time? — That  is,  he  was  in  my 
room,  and  I think  I wrote  it  then. 

5125.  Were  you  talking  about  the  message? — We  were  talking  about  the 
message. 

5126.  Did  you  show  it  to  him  ?— I did. 

5127.  How  soon  after  you  wrote  it? — I think  [ wrote  it  at  the  time ; I am 
not  certain  how  soon  after,  but  it  was  on  that  day,  and  I cannot  say  whether  it 
was  in  his  presence  or  not,  but  it  was  on  that  dav. 

5128.  Why 
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5128.  Why  did  you  show  it  to  Dr.  Finucane? — To  request  him  to-day  if  that  Mr.  R.  Millet t. 

was  not  the  correct  message  he  delivered  to  me.  

5129.  Did  he  not  tell  you  it  was  quite  incorrect? — No,  he  did  not.  i June  1847. 

5130.  What  did  he  say? — He  objected  to  one  part  of  it. 

5131.  Have  you  the  paper  containing  the  memorandum  you  made  of  the 
message  given  to  you  by  Dr.  Finucane? — I have. 

5132*  Do  you  find,  on  looking  at  it,  that  it  was  made  at  the  period  you  men- 
tion, about  six  weeks  after  the  message  was  given? — Yes;  on  or  about  the 
5th  December. 

5 L33*  Do  you,  on  referring  to  it,  find  anything  in  it  to  refresh  your  memory, 
and  enable  you  to  state  whether  Dr.  Finucane  objected  to  any  part  of  the  state- 
ment ? — I do. 

5134.  Will  you  give  the  part  in  your  answer  that  Dr.  Finucane  did  not  object 
to ; will  you  write  out  the  memorandum  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  make 
a note  upon  it  of  the  portion  which  Dr.  Finucane  objected  to  ? — This  is  it : 

“ Message. — Mr.  O’Brien  requested  Dr.  Finucane  to  tell  Mr.  Millett  that  he 

would  not  be  his  schoolmaster  in  the  school  of  politeness;  that  if  any  delay 

should  occur  in  getting  more  works  in  Liscannor,  that  he,  Mr.  O’Brien,  would 

denounce  Mr.  Millett  before  the  assembled  multitude  as  the  cause  of  such 

delay ; and  that  he  would  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  peace ; and  indeed  The  sentence  in 

his  house  was  open  to  everybody,  as  regards  hospitality.  At  the  same  time  tell  Italics  is  thepor- 

Mr.  Millett  that  he  had  better  not  fall  out  with  an  attorney.”  don  objected  to  by 

5l35 • Lord  J.  Manners .]  Have  you  a note  of  what  Dr.  Finucane  answered  to  Dr.  Fin^ane  on 
the  question  by  you  ? — I could  not  find  it;  I have  tried  high  and  low.  Dec.°846!e  5 

5136.  Do  you  recollect  distinctly  what  objection  Dr.  Finucane  made  to  your 
note  ? — I do. 

5137.  What  was  the  objection? — To  the  portion  where  Mr.  O’Brien  states  he 
could  not  answer  for  the  consequences  of  denouncing  me  before  the  people  as 
being  the  person  who  was  keeping  back  the  works. 

5138.  Did  Dr.  Finucane  admit  that  part,  that  it  was  better  not  to  fall  out  with 
an  attorney? — He  did. 

5*39'  Mr.  Belletv.]  Did  you  not  state  that  you  never  spoke  or  communicated 
with  Dr.  Finucane  r — After  the  letter  was  published. 

5140.  Chairman.']  Before  that  letter  was  published  which  is  in  the  extract 
you  had  spoken  often  to  Dr.  Finucane  about  it? — Once  or  twice. 

5141.  How  came  you  often  to  speak  to  him? — It  was  in  reference  to  the  mes- 
sage ; I considered  it  such  an  extraordinary  message  that  it  put  me  in  fear  of  my 
life;  and  besides  that,  the  occurrence  that  immediately  followed. 

5142.  Had  you  spoken  to  him  between  the  date  he  left  the  message  and  six 
weeks  afterwards,  when  you  wrote  the  slip  of  paper  ? — I cannot  say. 

5143.  Can  you  say  whether  you  spoke  to  him  at  all? — Some  time  about  the 
5th  of  December. 

5144.  Between  those  periods  ? — About  the  5th,  and  perhaps  the  10th,  De- 
cember. 

5145.  How  long  after? — Six  weeks  after. 

5146.  Did  you  see  him  often  in  the  intermediate  time? — Most  frequently. 

5147.  If  the  reason  of  your  speaking  to  him  was  that  you  considered  it  such  an 
extraordinary  message,  and  that  it  put  you  in  fear  of  your  life,  will  you  explain 
why  you  did  not  speak  for  nearly  six  weeks  after  the  message  was  given? — About 
the  1st  of  November  there  was  an  occurrence  took  place  which  frightened  me  a 
good  deal ; after  that  the  people  were  quiet  enough,  very  quiet  considering  the 
time,  until  the  occurrence  which  took  place  on  the  4th  December,  then  they 
became  very  troublesome ; and  Mr.  O’Brien  having  alluded  to  that  message,  as  I 
stated  before,  it  was  proposed  to  hold  an  investigation  into  my  conduct  on  the  10th ; 

I proposed  bringing  forward  that  message  on  the  10th. 

5148.  Was  the  reason  why  you  spoke  to  Dr.  Finucane  on  or  about  the  5th 
December,  that  you  intended  to  bring  forward  that  question  on  the  10th  ; or  was 
it  that  you  had  been  alarmed  for  your  life,  and  were  astonished  at  the  message? — 

I was  astonished  in  the  first  instance  at  the  message;  it  caused  me  very  great 
sensation  at  the  time. 

5149.  W 'by  did  you  not  speak  to  Dr.  Finucane  after  the  day  he  delivered  it, 
until  the  5th  December  ? — I did  not  see  any  use  in  it. 

5150.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  What  occurrence  was  it  you  alluded  to? — When  I was 
at  Mi.  John  Macnamara’s,  about  the  1st  November,  in  coming  home  a message 
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Mr.  R.  MilUtt.  was  brought  to  me,  stating  that  there  were  about  20  men  armed,  waiting  on  the 
sand  hill  between  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor. 

1 June  1847.  5151.  Who  brought  you  that  message.' — It  was  brought  by  one  of  the  check- 

clerks  ; it  was  a written  letter  from  a pay-clerk  of  the  name  of  Kean,  apprising 
me  that  those  persons  were  waiting  to  attack  me. 

5152.  Were  you  attacked? — No;  I went  home  by  a different  route,  by  the 
instructions  of  the  priest,  Mr.  Shannon. 

5153.  Mr.  Solicit  or  •General.']  Did  you  believe  that  if . Mr.  O’Brien  had  told 
the  people  that  the  engineers  were  to  blame,  and  not  the  magistrates,  that  the 
peace  would  be  broken  ? — I am  quite  certain ; I could  not  remain  with  safely  five 
minutes  in  the  district. 

5154.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  yon,  whether,  from  all  you  know  of 
Mr.  O’Brien,  and  having  seen  him,  you  think  he  was  capable  of  holding  you  up 
to  a mob  as  a subject  either  of  assassination  or  attack  of  personal  violence? — In 
an  excited  time  he  might ; but  at  another  time  I could  not  say  that  Mr.  O’Brien 
would  do  such  a thing. 

5155.  From  what  you  know  of  his  character,  habits,  and  temper,  do  you  think 
he  was  capable  of  bolding  you  up  to  personal  violence  to  a mob? — I am  not  so 
well  acquainted  with  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  state  from  general  knowledge  of  him, 
but  I never  heard  a very  favourable  character  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

5156.  What  was  the  discourtesy  of  which  Mr.  O’Brien  complained,  and  which 
Dr.  Finucane  called  your  attention  to? — In  a letter  that  Mr.  O’Brien  wrote  to 

• me  of  the  17th  October,  requesting  that  I would  send  him  a list  of  the  number 
of  persons  who  were  to  be  employed,  his  letter  commenced,  “ Dear  Sir;”  I 
wrote  back,  “ Sir,  I beg  leave  to  say  I have  fiu-nished  Mr.  John  Macnamara  with 
the  list  which  you  require,  a copy  of  which  he  will  furnish  you  with.” 

5157.  Was  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  up  to  the  time  he  complained  of  that  dis- 
courtesy, inclined  to  give  you  assistance  ?-*-We  were  on  very  good  terms. 

5158.  Did  he  give  you  assistance  ?— He  did,  generally. 

5159.  By  being  on  good  terms,  do  you  mean  you  dined  very  often  with  him? 
— I dined  five  or  six  times  with  him  the  season  before. 

5160.  Did  he  give  you  assistance  in  the  execution  of  your  duty? — He  did  ; 
I allow  that. 

5161.  Was  the  place  you  went  to  from  Ennistimon  called  Doolin  ? — I was  first 
sent  to  Bally vaughan,  and  subsequently  to  Lisdoonvarna,  near  Doolin. 

5162.  Who  resides  at  Doolin? — 'Major  Macnamara. 

5163.  Lord  J.  Manners."]  Being  on  good  terms  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  receiving 
a letter  addressed  “Dear  Sir,”  why  did  you  drop  the  “Dear”? — It  was  my 
habit  in  writing  to  gentlemen  above  me  in  rank,  to  write  so. 

5164.  Was  that  your  usual  mode  of  addressing  Mr.  O’Brien  previously  r— r 
I am  not  sure ; I had  not  written  for  two  or  three  months  before  that. 

.5165.  Take  any  letter  you  wrote  to  Mr.  O’Brien  previously  to  that  letter 
referred  to  ; can  you  recollect  what  was  your  mode  of  addressing  him  on  such  an 
occasion  ? — I dare  say  it  was  “ Dear  Sir.” 

5166.  Although  you  regarded  him  then,  as  afterwards,  your  superior  in  rank  r 
— Yes. 

5167.  Was  it  your  intention,  in  going  to  the  meeting  of  the  joth  December,  to 
allude  to  the  message  you  had  received  from  Dr.  Finucane? — It  was. 

5168.  Did  you  so  allude  to  that  message? — I did  not. 

5169.  Why  did  you  not? — From  the  stale  of  excitement,  and  the  state  the 
court  was  in,  I could  not  bring  forward  any  such  thing. 

5170*  Did  you  on  any  subsequent  occasion,  at  any  of  the  subsequent  meetings, 
allude  to  that  message?  — I have  never  attended  a meeting  afterwards  there, 
I think,  except  on  the  1 ltb  of  January,  and  then  that  was  a presentment  sessions. 

51 71*  Sir  J.  Walsh."]  How  did  Mr.  Gamble  address  vou  in  his  letters?— 
■“  Dear  Sir,” 

5172-  How  did  you  answer  him  ?-r-“Sir,”  always. 

5-1 73*  From  the  same  motive  ?-— From  the  same  motive. 

5174.  You  had  no  desire  to  be  discourteous  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ; you  only  wished 
to  express  respect.' — I had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  being  disrespectful  to  him. 

5*75-  Your  motive  then  was,  that  you  adopted  the  more  distant,  as  being  the 
more  respectful  mode  ? — Yes.  ■** 

5176.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Is  your  recollection  quite  clear  that  you  never  ad- 
dressed Mr.  O’Brien  as  “Dear  Sir”? — I dare  say  I may  have  addressed  bira 
before  as  “ Dear  Sir.” 

5,77.  What 
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,5177.  What  was  the  cause  of  your  altering  the  mode  of  address  ? — I did  not 
consider  myself  equal  to  address  him  as  “Dear  Sir”;  but  before  that,  at  the 
time  I was  there  before,  we  were  on  very  intimate  terms,  and  when  I went  back 
we  had  not  met  so  often. 

51  "8.  In  point  of  fact,  if  I understand  .you  correctly,  you  dropped  the  “Dear” 
in  consequence  of  a different  feeling  existing  between  you  and  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — 
I do  not  know  there  was  any  difference,  but  we  had  not  met  so  often ; and 
besides  that,  I thought  it  a more  respectful  manner  to  address  him,  seeing  from 
Mr.  Gamble’s  letter  that  he  addressed  me  as  “ Dear  Sir,”  and  I knew  him  to 
be  my  superior. 

5179.  You  never  addressed  Mr.  Gamble  as  “ Dear  Sir”? — No. 

.5180.  And  upon  some  occasions,  at  least  at  particular  periods,  you  addressed 
Mr.  O’Brien  as  “ Dear  Sir,”  and  then  dropped  it? — Yes. 

5181.  Mr.  Bellezc.]  It  wras  not  from  any  difference  of  feeling  between  you 
and  Mr.  O’Brien  in  a former  period,  more  than  at  this  period  ? — It  was  not. 

5182.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  You  said,  in  that  letter  you  spoke  of,  that  you 
had  already  sent  a list  to  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  and  that  Mr.  John  Macnamara 
would  furnish  Mr.  O'Brien  with  a copy  of  that  list? — Yres. 

5183.  Are  you  quite  certain  that  the  terms  of  your  letter  were  such  as  you 
describe  them  to  be  ? — I did  not  keep  a copy,  but  to  the  best  of  my  belief 
that  is  the  substance  of  the  letter. 

,5 1 84.  Are  you  quite  certain  that  the  substance  of  your  letter  was  not  to  this 
effect:  “ I have  sent  a list  to  Major  Macnamara,  and  you  may  get  a copy  of  it 
if  you  can  ” ? — It  was  not. 

5185.  You  are  positive  of  that? — I am  quite  positive  of  that. 

5186.  You  have  no  copy  of  the  letter?— I have  no  copy  of  the  letter,  but  I 
am  posiuve  the  letter  was  not  that. 

5187.  AYas  the  list  a very  extensive  one?  — It  contained  504  people,  I believe. 

5188.  Was  the  list  you  sent  to  Mr.  John  Macnamara  a list  of  works,  or  a list 
of  people  employed  on  the  works? — A list  of  works  on  which  the  people  were 
to  be  employed. 

5189.  How  many  columns  did  the  list  contain  ? — Two  sides  of  a foolscap  sheet; 

I have  a copy  of  it  below. 

,5190.  It  uas  not  of  very  great  length  ? — No;  it  was  just  the  name  of  the  work 
and  the  number  of  persons  I could  employ,  and  the  amount  of  work  that  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

,5191.  How  long  would  it  have  taken  you  to  make  out  a copy  of  that? — Per- 
haps half  an  hour. 

Iu  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Solicitor-General  took  the  chair, 
pro  tempore. 

5192.  Ckairnian.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  was  the  reason,  if  you  had 
any,  for  desiring  the  check-clerks  at  Killilagh  not  to  attend„at  the  committee  ?-- - 
I stated  yesterday  my  reason  was  the  complaints  made  by  Mr.  Molloy,  and  the 
check-clerks  stating  they  could  not  attend  the  works  in  consequence  of  having 
to  attend  the  committee. 

5193.  I am  desired  to  show  you  a letter.  No.  3,  and  ask  you  how  you  came, 
after  that,  to  write  that  letter? — That  letter  was  written  in  consequence  of  a 
letter  which  Major  Macnamara  wrote  to  me. 

5194.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  had  you,  at  the  time  you  wrote  that  letter,  of 
the  30th  November,  positive  orders  relative  to  the  attendance  of  the  check- 
clerks  and  gangers  ? — I had. 

5195.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  who  gave  you  such  orders? — Mr.  Gamble  did. 

5 1 96.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  why  such  orders  were  not  issued  to  any  other 
baronies  r — I cannot  answer  that. 

5197.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  why  they  were  not  issued  tet  any  other  relief 
committee  ? — It  did  not  become  necessary  ; the  complaints  were  not  made. 

Captain  Edmund  Fishbourne , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5198.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  Captain  in  the  Army  ? — Commander  in  the  Royal 
Navy. 

5199-  Were  you  stationed  at  Clare  as  one  of  the  inspecting  officers? — I was. 

5200.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  ? — In  the  beginning  of  this  year;  part  of 
the  time  under  the  Treasury,  and  part  of  the  time  under  the  Board  of  Works 
and  Treasury. 

5201.  Had  you  relief  lists  furnished  to  you  from  time  to  time  from  the  com- 
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mittees  ? — At  the  latter  part  I had  ; I had  lists  furnished  previous  to  the  New 
Relief  Act  being  brought  into  operation. 

5202.  When  was  that? — Early  in  last  March. 

5203.  What  was  your  duty  in  respect  of  the  lists  that  you  from  time  to  lime 
received  ? — My  duty  was  to  revise  them,  and  if  there  were  any  persons  who 
ought  not  to  be  on  the  lists,  to  have  them  removed. 

5204.  Now,  generally,  I ask  you,  did  you  find  improper  persons  introduced 
upon  the  lists  from  time  to  time? — Yes,  I did. 

Mr.  Aglionby  returned,  and  resumed  the  Chair. 

5205.  Do  you  produce  a list?— I produce  a list  of  improper  persons  from  the 
parish  of  Inagh,  belonging  to  the  Corofin  committee. 

Barony  of  Inchiquin,  Parish  of  Inagh. 

188  Names  omitted,  having  Stock  and  Lands. 


Widow  Ahern  - 
John  Ahem 
Michael  Barry 
Pat  Brennan  - 
John  Barry 
John  Bourke  - 
Martin  Barrington  - 
Richard  Barry 
John  Barrett  - 
Connor  Barrett 
John  Barrett  - ■» 

Widow  Barry  - 
John  Brody 
Michael  Brogan 
William  Barry 
BatCallinan  - 
John  Corry 
Pat  Collins 
Daniel  Crome  - 
James  Curtin  - 
Hugh  Cullinan 
Thady  Curtin  - 
Michael  Clune 
John  Collins  - 
Charles  Cullinan 
Richard  Cotter 
Pat  Clune 
Lot  Cullinan  - 
Andrew  Crowe 
Thomas  Clancy 
John  Conway  - 
Michael  Conway 
John  Cotter 
Pat  Callaghan 
Thomas  Cotter 
Thady  Carmody 
Denis  Carney  - 
Peter  Carty  - 
Daniel  Callaghan  - 
Thomas  Crowe  Leyne 
Pat  Callinan  - 
Bat  Dixon 
Thomas  Donohoe  - 
Thomas  Donohoe  - 
Thomas  Donohoe 
Robert  Daly  - 
John  Davereux 
Daniel  Duggan 
Michael  Fody  - 
Widow  Flanigan 
Pat  Foody 
Pat  Fitzpatrick 
William  Foly  - 
Martin  Flanigan 


RESIDENCE. 


Drumnagagh  - 


M ahara  - 
Knockatone 
Carrick  - 


Ballyduffmore  - 
Ditto 

Knockatone 

Drumanure 

Killea 

Been 

Ballyduffmore  - 

Dromduff 

Letterkelly 

Garrynasselogue 

Dromcarra 

Clonskinna 

Sileshane 


Skagh 
Ballyea  - 
Shanbally 


Shandrummin  - 
Ardnaskeagh  - 
Knock  - 


Clunkeerakawn 

Feighna  Mungor 
Derha 
Gaveelin  - 
Drumamore 


Lettersurer 

Ditto 


Ballybeg  - 

Ballyduffmore  - 


Cows.  Horses.  Sheep.  Acres. 
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Martin  Fitzgerald 
Pat  Flanigan  - 
Pat  Gilligau  - 
Pat  Galoin 
Martin  Gilligan 
Francis  Griffy  - 
Tliady  Gonnon 
James  Gilligan 
John  Michael  Hogarty 
Martin  Hogarty 
Thady  Hogarty 
James  Hehir  - 
John  Hogarty  - 
James  Howard 
Michael  Harin  - 
Thomas  Harin  - 
William  Hogarty  - 
James  Howard 
Michael  Hegarly 
James  Hynes  - 
John  Hegarty  James 
Pat  Haran 
Terence  Haran 
John  Home 
William  Hegarty 
Thady  Howard 
Andrew  Hehir 
Mathew  Hogan 
Widow  Hegarty 
Thady  Hegarty 
William  Hegarty 
Pat  Haren 
Thomas  Hehir 
Widow  Hallman 
John  Halloran 
James  Hynes  - 
Pat  Jones 
Pat  Kelly 
Peter  Keane  - 
Michael  A.  Keane  - 
John  Kennoulty 
Martin  Kealv  - 
Michael  Keane  John 
Pat  Kennelly  - 
John  Kelly 
Widow  Keane 
Peier  Keane  Anthony 
Michael  Kennelly  - 
Daniel  Kinnane 
Darby  Kelly  - 
Michael  Keane  Anthony  • 
M urtogh  Kelly 
Denis  Keeffe  - 
Martin  Lyons  - 
Michael  Leyden 
Michael  Leyden 
John  Lynch 
Pat  Lynch 
Denis  Lehy 
Pat  Long 
John  Leyden  - 
Michael  Looney 
Michael  Long 
Martin  Leyden 
John  Lucas 
Pat  Lucas 
Pat  Leahy 
Pat  Mullins  - 
Denis  Molloy  - 

0.105. 


Feighna  Munga 


Sileshane 

Gortnalinga 

Drimnagagh 

Derreen  - 

Clorma  - 
ditto  - 


Feighroosk 


Clonaha  - 
Bannslieve 


Knockavour 


Clontysmarra 

Knocknakilla 


Feighroosk 

Lettermoylan 

Bouladuff 


Bannslieve 

Bonladuff 


Knockatour 
Silshane  - 
Bannslieve 


Ditto 

Bannslieve 


Dronduff 
Mahera  - 
Bannslieve 


Clounkerhane  - 
Silshane  - 


Ardnaskeagli 

Garravoliill 


Silshane  - 
Ballyduffmore  - 
Ditto 

Coolsingane 
Lettermoylan  - 
Clontismaha 

Q Q 


Cows.  Horses.  Sheep.  Acres. 
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STOCK. 

NAMES. 

Remarks. 

Cows. 

Horses. 

Sheep. 

Am-s. 

Widow  M'Guane 

Slianbala- 

4 

1 

- 

12 

Pat  Murry 

- 

- 

Letterkelly 

Michael  Markham  - 

- 

- 

Knock  - - - 

0 

“ 

“ 

Michael  Markham  - 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Widow  Mahony 

- 

- 

- 

2 

“ 

10 

Thomas  Mullins 

- 

- 

Drumcullane  - 

4 

- 

12 

John  Marrinan  Tim  - 

- 

- 

- 

5 

~ 

16 

James  Millins 

- 

- 

- - - 

0 

~ 

15 

John  Mullins  - 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

15 

Peter  M'Guane 

- 

- 

Ballybeg 

1 

“ 

14 

James  M'Guane 

_ 

. 

_ 

3 

- 

- 

10 

Pat  M'Cormick 

- 

- 

Rough  Island  - 

3 

1 

- 

10 

Pat  M'Grath  - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

8 

Pat  Mullins  - 

- 

- 

Lettermoylan  - 

8 

1 

- 

30 

William  M'Mahon  - 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

15 

Denis  Neville  - 

_ 

- 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

n 

Thomas  O’Brien 

- 

- 

Shantrade 

4 

1 

12 

Frank  O’Loughlin  - 

- 

_ 

Ballybeg- 

4 

- 

- 

18 

James  O’Connor 

_ 

- 

3 

— 

- 

12 

John  O’Loughlin 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

10 

Michael  O’Loughlin 

- 

- 

Shandromin 

2 j 

- 

- 

7 

John  O’Loughlin 

- 

- 

Ballyea  - 

4 

1 

- 

15 

Widow  O’Loughlin  - 

- 

- 

3 

1 i 

- 

10 

Bryan  O’Connor 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- j 

9 

Thomas  O’Brien 

_ 

_ 

Shanbally 

3 

1 

- 

10 

Michael  O’Loughlin 

_ 

- ■ 

Derra 

5 

1 

- 

20  ! 

Murtough  O’Loughlin 

- 

- 

Ballyduffy 

7 

l 

- 

20 

Michael  O’Loughlin 

- 

_ 

2 

1 

— 

10 

Peter  O’Connor 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

- 

- 

14  | 

Morgan  O’Connell  - 

- 

- 

Clonmackin  - 

5 

1 

- 

20 

John  Quealy,  jun.  - 

- 

- 

Been  - 

5 

- 

- 

20 

Widow  Russell 

- 

- 

Gortbofarna 

3 

l 

- 

12 

Widow  Betty  Russell 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

8 

13 

John  Russell  - 

_ 

3 

_ 

- 

10 

Thomas  Ryan 

_ 

3 

_ 

■ - 

10 

Pat  Ryan 

- 

- 

Clonanaha 

4 

_ 

- 

12 

Denis  Ryan  - 

- 

_ 

Carrick  - 

3 

_ 

- 

10 

David  Ryan  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

- 

10 

Darby  Ryan  - 

- 

- j 

Boulanamis  Rama  - 

3 

- - 

- 

10 

James  Ryan  - 

- 

- 1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

10 

Charles  Ryan  - 

_ 

_ ' 

. 

4 

_ 

10 

Pat  Ryan 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

lo 

Michael  Ryan 

- 

_ 

3 

_ 

8 

Michael  Ryan 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

10 

Charles  Ryan 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 1 

8 

John  Ryan,  jun. 

_ 

_ ■ 

_ 

2 

_ 

8 

Michael  Ryan 

_ 

_ 

„ 

_ 

10 

John  Russell  - 

- 

Arddromin 

5 

l 

- 

15 

Thomas  Scullane 

_ 

_ 

Feyruste  - 

_ 

16 

Pat  Scullane  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

Michael  Shea- 

_ 

_ 

. 

10 

Thomas  Shea  - 

_ 

Bat  Stacpoole  - 

_ 

_ 

12 

Michael  Scullane  Nicholas 

_ 

- _ 

P<it  Scullane  - 

_ 

_ 

John  Tuttle,  jun. 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

_ | 

14 

Hugh  Talty  - 

_ 

_ 

Boulananda 

15 

Pat  'laity 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

Henry  Tuttle  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10 

Michael  Tuttle 

- 

- 

Derraharine 

12 

Richard  Wynne 
Pat  Wynne 

- 

Adruskeagh  - 

4 

12 

12 

John  Wynne  - 

. - 

_ 

_ 

10 

Robert  Wynne 

- 

_ 

Clonmackin 

■ _ 

20 

James  Wynne 

Clonskuma 

6 

“ 

18 
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5206.  W hat  proportion  do  the  names  of  that  list  bear  to  the  whole  of  them  ? 
— 1 should  think  about  one-fourth. 

5207.  What  is  the  date  of  that  r— That  was  in  March  1847;  I brino-  the 
original  list,  as  it  was  the  one  I submitted  to  the  committee. 

5208.  When  was  that  made  out? — In  March. 

5209.  W hen  was  that  list,  which  you  hold  in  your  hand,  being  an  extract 
Irom  the  committee  list,  made  out  ? — In  March. 

5210.  By  whom?— By  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

^21 as.  ma.de  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  returned  to  the  relief  com- 
mittee, that  they  might  revise  their  lists  ?— Precisely. 

. 52I2,  ,^ie  name.s  there  struck  off,  or  what  was  done  with  regard  to 
them  r— With  the  exception  of  five. 

52‘3;  la  point  of  &ct  the  committee  did  admit,  that  on  their  attention  being 
called  to  those  names  m that  list,  with  the  exception  of  five,  the  whole  were 
improper  persons  to  be  put  on  ?— They  did. 

5214.  How  many  is  the  whole  number  ?-One  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

52! 5^  Did  they  give  any  account  of  the  reason  why  they  had  ever  been  nut 
on  ! — None  whatever.  1 

5216.  No  explanation  ? — None. 

5217  Do  you  know  how  they  were  put  on?— They  were  put  on  bv  the 
committee.  I found  a great  number  of  them  in  their  original  lists,  submitted 
as  destitute  persons  for  work. 

52!  8.  Were  the  lists  signed  by  any  person  ?— The  chairman. 

5219.  Who  was  the  chairman  ?— Hugh  O’Loghlin,  Esq. 

5220.  Do  you  know  the  practice  in  that  committee,  whether  the  lists  were 
ever  examined  by  the  chairman,  or  whether  iie  only  put  his  name  to  them  upon 
their  being  presented  to  him  ? — I should  think  generally  he  did  not  examine 

5221.  Was  that  the  practice  throughout  all  the  committees  with  which  you 
had  acquaintance:1 — Some  chairmen,  I think,  examined,  but  generally,  I should 
think  they  did  not. 

5222.  Was  it  the  general  practice  for  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to 
examine  the  lists  sent  in  by  individuals  of  the  committee,  or  did  they  take 
them  as  they  were  given  in  ? — At  one  of  the  committees  I have  been  present  • 
the  names  were  merely  given  to  the  clerk,  and  written  down  without  inves- 
tigation. 

o2~3-  leaving-  upon  the  officer  of  Government  the  responsibility  and 

trouble  of  finding  out  whether  improper  persons  were  placed  upon  the  list 5 

Quite  so. 

5224.  Do  you  produce  another  list  ?— This  is  a list  belonging  to  Kilnamona 
parish.  0 

Kilnamona  Parish. 


Michael  Barrett 
Francis  Barry  - 
J ames  Barry  - 
Denis  Barry  - 
Michael  Burley 
Pat  Bourke  - 
Widow  Barry  - 
Pat  Barry 
Peter  Barry  - 
Andrew  Carr  - 
Thomas  Collins 
John  Cullman 
Michael  Cullinan 
Denis  Cullinan 
James  Caby  - 
Pat  Cummaue 
Michael  Conuole 
James  Connell 
Pat  Ponsidine 

0.105. 


Ahasla  - 
Knockacarrin  - 
Ditto 

Ballynahilla  - 
Caherbarma 
Rosconnell 
Ballinakalla  - 
Ballyashea 
Rishane  - 
Shallee  - 
-Knocknacarrin 
Gurteenaheahir 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ballynakella  - 
Ballykoock 
Raheen  - 
Ditto 

Ballyashea 

Q Q 2 


STOCK. 

Remarks. 

Cows. 

Horses. 

Sheep 

Acres. 

3 

10 

3 

1 

- 

11 

3 

1 

' - 

8 

4 

- 

- 

12 

3 

- 

6 

10 

3 

- 

- 

1‘2 

5 

1 

6 

13 

3 

- 

- 

10 

3 

1 

- 

8 

4 

1 

6 

14 

3 

1 

- - 

11 

3 

- 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

30 

3 

1 

6 

13 

4 

- 

6 

12 

4 

1 

• - 

12 

3 

- 

- 

10 

2 

10 

Captain 
E.  Fish  bourne. 


l June  184.7. 
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Captain 
.E.  Fishboutne. 


1 June  1847. 


John  Considine 
Darby  Considine 
Pat  Cullman  - 
Darby  Carmody 
Pat  Can- 
Pat  Considine 
Richard  Donohoe 
John  Finucane 
Pat  Fitzgerald 
Michael  Fitzgerald  - 
Pat  Faul 
John  Fitzgerald 
John  Fold 
Michael  Falney 
Widow  Falney 
Pat  Griffy 
Michael  Griffy 
Michael  Galvin 
Tliady  Howard 
Tim  Hehir 
Pat  Hehir 
Silvy  Hehir 
Pat  Hehir 
Michael  Keane 
Michael  Kelly 
Widow  Kelly 
Thomas  Keane 
Mathew  Keane 
Mathew  Keane,  senior 
Widow  Keeffe 
Pat  Keaty 
Martin  Keaty  - 
John  Kelly 
Michael  Kelly 
Thomas  Keane 
Matthew  Keane 
Michael  Leahy 
John  Lehy  Leary 
John  Moriarty 
John  Malone  - 
Michael  M‘ Donnell 
John  M'Grath 
John  MTnerhany  - 
Pat  Moye 
Widow  MTuige 
John  M alloy  - 
Martin  M'Guane 
Martin  M'Mahon 
Pat  M'Inerhany 
John  Macnamara 
Thomas  M'Mahon  - 
Denis  Neylan  - 
Pat  Neylan 
Thomas  O’Loughlin 
Charles  O’Connor  - 
Connor  O’Neill 
Connor  O’Dea 
Michael  O’Dea 
Tim  O’Dea  - 
John  O’Connor 
John  O’Keeffe 
James  Power  - 
David  Sullivan 
Michael  Sullivan 
Pat  Stevens  - 
Michael  Stevens 
Mat  Tally 
Michael  t’alty 
Pat  Tierney  - 


RESIDENCE. 

j STOCK. 

Remarls. 

Cows. 

Horses. 

Sheep 

Acres. 

. 

Ballyashea 

2 

1 

10 

_ 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

- 

2 

1 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Ballynealon 

- 

- 

4 

- 

6 

14 

- 

- 

Lackane  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

_ 

10 

_ 

- 

Skallee  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

8 

- 

- 

Ditto 

- 

- 

3 

- 

6 

9 

- 

- 

Drumeenreen 

- 

_ 

3 

— 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Knockacarin 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

_ 

11 

- 

- 

Caherbana 

_ 

_ 

4 

- 

6 

12 

- 

- 

Ditto  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

- 

6 

10 

- 

- 

Knocktample 

- 

- 

2 

- 

8 

8 

- 

- 

Rishane  - 

- 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Ballynealon 

- 

- 

4 

1 

6 

14 

- 

- 

Knocktample 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

Lackane  - 

- 

- 

4 

1 

6 

9 

- 

- 

Rosconnell 

- 

_ 

4 

- 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

Ditto 

- 

- 

5 

I 

_ 

18 

- 

- 

Bally  nock 

- 

- 

3 

- 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Drumcurreen 

- 

_ 

3 

1 

_ 

12 

- 

- 

Rishane  - 

_ 

_ 

4 

1 

_ 

14 

- 

- ' 

Ditto 

_ 

_ 

3 

- 

_ 

8 

- 

- ■ 

Ditto 

- 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

15 

- 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

7 

- 

- 

Caherbanna 

_ 

_ 

5 

_ 

6 

15 

- 

Drumcoreen 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

6 

12 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

4 

_ 

12 

- 

- 

Ballyashea 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

10 

* 

- 

- - - 

- 

- 

~ ' 

- 

15 

3 

7 i 

- 

- 

Ballynoch 

- 

3 

- 

_ 

9 

- 

- 

Ditto  - 

- 

4 

_ 

6 

12 

- 

- 

Shallee  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

9 

- 

- 

Ahasla  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

7 

- 

. 

Ditto 

_ 

_ 

4 

_ 

6 

9 

- 

- 

Derraonlagh 

- 

- 

3 

- 

8 

- 

- 

Ditto 

- 

2 

_ 

_ 

8 

- 

- 

Gurteenabahi 

_ 

_ 

5 

_ 

6 

16 

- 

- 

Shallee  - 

_ 

. 

4 

1 

8 

14 

- 

- 

Knocknaree 

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Kilnaraona 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

6 

18 

- 

- 

Maliereaemane 

_ 

6 

1 

6 

24 

“ 

- 

- - - 

_ 

4 

— 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

Ballinakalla 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

9 

- 

- 

Toureen  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Gurteenabehi 

- 

_ 

5 

_ 

6 

16 

- 

- 

Knockacarin 

_ 

_ 

3 

1 

11 

- 

- 

Ballynakella 

- 

8 

1 

2o 

- 

- 

Ballyashea 

_ 

_ 

5 

1 

8 

20 

- 

- 

Ballynakalla 

- 

_ 

3 

1 

6 

13 

- 

- 

Raheen  - 

_ 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

8 

- 

- 

Drumcareen 

_ 

3 

_ 

6 

9 

- 

- 

Knockacarron 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

11 

- 

- 

Rishane  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

X 

_ 

10 

- 

- 

Ahasla  - 

_ 

_ 

3 

10 

- 

- 

Rosconnell 

_ 

_ 

5 

. _ 

16 

- 

- 

Gurteenahehi 

_ 

_ 

5 

_ 

6 

16 

- 

- 

Ballyashea 

_ 

4 

1 

6 

12 

- 

- 

Ditto 

. 

_ 

3 

1 

6 

12 

- 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

Lackane  - 

_ 

_ 

4 

6 

- 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

2 

9 

- 

- 

Ballyduffmore 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

Crohane  - 

_ 

3 

_ 

12 

- 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

3 

12 

- 

- 

Rishane  - 

_ 

_ 

2 

8 

- 

- 

Ditto  - 

_ 

8 

- 

- 

Derraoulagh 

- 

_ 

3 

_ 

6 

9 

' 

- 

Ditto 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

9 

' 

Ahasla  - 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

9 
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5225.  How  many  names  are  there  in  that? — Eighty-eight. 

5226.  What  was  the  number  in  the  whole  parish  ? — In  the  parish  of  Kilna- 
mona,  at  that  time,  I think  there  were  345. 

5227.  How  many  names  do  you  say  there  are  there? — Eighty-eight. 

522S.^  From  what  information  did  you  put  down  those  names  as  improper 
persons  ? — From  the  check-clerks  and  stewards. 

. 5229.  Did  you  return  that  list  to  the  committee  to  be  revised  ?— I returned 
it,  and  here  it  is,  marked,  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one,  as  being  improper  persons. 

5230.  Did  they  admit  that  all  except  one  had  been  improperly  put  on  ? — Yes. 
1 left  those  lists  with  the  committee  that  they  might  confer  upon  it. 

523 *•  Did  they  give  you  any  explanation  of  the  reason  why  they  had  put 
them  on  at  all? — None  whatever. 

5232-  Sir  J.  IV alsh.]  What  were  the  grounds  which  led  you  to  strike  off  the 
names  r— They  had  cattle,  many  of  them ; James  Caby,  of  Ballynakella,  had 
three  cows,  one  horse,  six  sheep,  13  acres;  and  Pat  Cummane  had  four  cows, 
six  sheep,  and  12  acres  of  land. 

5233.  That  appeared  upon  the  lists  ?— No,  nothing  appears  upon  the  face  of 
the  lists.  r 


5234*  How  did  you  arrive  at  that ? — From  the  check-clerks  and  stewards: 
from  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

5235.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  By  what  means  do  they  get  that  information  ?— I do 
not  know ; they  are  here  to  prove  how  they  obtained  the  information ; and  the 
information  is  admitted  to  be  correct. 

5236.  Sir  J.JValsh.]  The  facts  were  not  disputed  by  the  committee  when 
they  were  brought  forward?— Not  only  not  disputed,  but  admitted. 

.5237.  To  what  district  does  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  February  apply  > — Clare 
generally.  rr;'  ’ 

5238.  You  had  been  employed  in  other  parts  of  the  county  previously  to 
going  into  that  district? — ^es;  I was  connected  with  the  whole  county,  under 
the  Treasury. 

5239.  Did  you  find  this  abuse  of  placing  improper  persons  on  the  works 
generally  prevalent  throughout  the  county  of  Clare  ?— Yes,  certainly ; those 
parts  I visited,  and  had  the  means  of  ascertaining  as  to  the  fact. 

5240.  Did  you  find  that  description  of  persons  were  employed  at  Corofin  and 
this  district  to  a greater  extent  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Clare  ?— 
I should  say  yes  ; from  the  number  that  were  employed  it  must  have  been  so, 
from  the  proportion  that  they  employed  being  greater  there  than  in  any  other 
parishes. 


5241.  My  question  refers  to  improper  persons  and  persons  in  good  circum- 
stances, such  as  ought  not  to  have  made  application  to  be  employed  upon  the 
works  ?— Yes,  certainly.  I would  say,  that  so  far  as  I had  had  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining, by  comparing  parish  with  parish,  there  was  a greater  amount  of  abuse 
there  than  in  other  parishes. 

5242.  Did  you  direct  the  same  attention  to  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Clare 
that  you  were  in  as  you  did  to  those  districts  ? — No  ; for  this  reason,  that  when 
I came  under  the  Board  of  "Works  I had  a circumscribed  district  only  of  the 
union  of  Ennis,  which  brought  me  in  more  immediate  connexion  with  the  list 
than  I had  been  previously ; it  was  not  my  duty  previously,  and  of  necessity  I was 
not  brought  so  immediately  into  contact  with  them. 

5243-  When  you  say  the  abuses  existed  in  a greater  extent  in  this  district  than 
others,  do  you  not  think  that  impression  was  made  upon  your  mind  in  conse- 
quence ot  having  investigated  that  district  more  particularly  than  others? — 
1 would  limn  the  remark  to  parishes  in  the  Ennis  Union. 

. 5244*  I understood  you  to  state  distinctly  that  the  same  kind  of  abuse  existed 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Clare  ? Yes. 

5245.  But  that  your  duty  did  not  call  upon  you  to  investigate  those  abuses  so 
minutely  as  in  the  particular  district  of  the  Ennis  Union  ?— Precisely. 

* -Rlr-  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Will  you  state  the  difference  in  your  duties  under 
the  Ireasury  and  under  the  Board  of  Works  P-My  duties  under  the  Treasury  were 
o encourage  the  committees  in  collecting  subscriptions  and  in  purchasing  food, 
an  all  < other  means  of  affording  relief  to  the  destitute ; to  assist  also  the  inspect- 
ing 0 ceis  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  ascertaining  whether  there  were 
improper  persons  put  on  the  works,  and  proper  persons  for  relief  left  off. 

0-'°5-  0 a 3 5247.  Had 


Captain 
jE.  Fishbourne. 


J June  1847. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Captain 
E.  Fuhbourne. 


5247.  Had  you  any  instructions  from  the  Treasury? — I had. 

5248.  Will  you  put  them  in  ? — This  is  a copy. 


1 June  1847.  (No.  1.) 

Sir,  The  Castle,  Dublin,  15  January  I847. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  instructions  to  inspecting  officers  acting  under 
the  orders  of  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  and  I request  you  will 
undertake  this  duty  for  the  county  Clare. 

The  destitution  of  the  county  which  you  are  now  about  to  inspect  is  of  a nature  to  exer- 
cise your  best  attention  to  the  means  of  affording  relief. 

The  high  prices  of  Indian  com,  of  wheat,  and  oatmeal,  make  it  necessary  that  we  should 
turn  our  views  to  the  provision  of  some  cheaper  food. 

We  are  accordingly  establishing,  with  much  success  at  Skibbereen,  and  the  other  localities 
on  the  south-west  side  of  the  coast,  soup-kitchens  for  distribution  to  the  poor. 

Where  one  establishment  is  sufficient  it  is  usually  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  village ; and, 
when  two  are  required,  one  at  each  extremity.  A policeman  is  placed  in  charge  to  see  that 
the  ingredients  purchased  for  the  soup  are  put  into  it,  that  the  distribution  commences  every 
day  at  12  o’clock  precisely,  and  that  good  order  is  preserved;  and  an  arrangement  is 
usually  made  for  a supply  of  gruel  for  the  sick. 

You  are  requested  to  advocate  this  system  as  much  as  lies  in  your  power,  and  also  to  call 
upon  the  principal  inhabitants  to  subscribe,  and  you  have  authority  to  promise  a grant  from 
the  Government  of  an  equal  amount  with  the  subscription. 

The  Government  regulations  allow  of  gratuitous  issues  to  the  infirm  poor,  to  widows, 
orphans,  and  to  children,  where  the  supporting  member  of  the  family  is  incapable  from 
sickness,  or  other  cause,  to  maintain  them. 

To  persons  requiring  relief  on  such  grounds  the  food  is  a free  gift  of  charity  ; but  when 
the  committee  sell,  it  is  not  desirable  to  do  so  under  cost  price,  for  our  object  is  to  maintain 
the  funds  of  the  committee  as  unimpaired  as  possible,  so  as  to  make  them  applicable  to  the 
whole  season. 

If  any  case  where  a small  subscription  only  can  be  raised,  should  appear  to  you  of  great 
urgency  or  distress,  you  will  not  fail  to  represent  it,  so  that  the  extent  of  the  grant  may  be 
brought  under  special  consideration,  and  be  recommended  more  in  accordance  with  the 
amount  of  distress  than  the  amount  subscribed. 

As  your  report  in  such  cases  would  have  considerable  influence  on  the  donation  to  be 
given,  you  will  be  careful  to  make  up  your  opinion  on  good  grounds,  and  after  full  evidence, 
of  your  own  examination,  confirmed  through  several  sources. 

A communication  will  be  made  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  county,  announcing  your  appoint- 
ment, and  soliciting  his  co-operation,  should  any  occasion  arise  to  require  his  interposition. 

I beg  your  particular  attention  to  the  formation  of  the  committees,  and  request  you  to 
impress  upon  all  the  necessity  of  preparing  the  land  for  the  coming  harvest ; of  sowing  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  grain  for  the  increased  demand,  and  the  danger  of  continuing,  in  its 
present  extent,  the  pasture  system  of  Ireland. 

In  conclusion,  I recapitulate  the  immediate  subjects  requiring  your  attention  : 

The  establishment  of  soup  kitchens ; 

The  urgency  of  local  subscriptions ; and 

The  liberal  aid  which  the  Government  are  disposed  to  afford  to  them. 

These  subscriptions  are  a test  of  the  scarcity,  and  a guarantee  for  the  good  management 
of  the  funds,  which  we  cannot  look  for  unless  the  committees  have  a local  interest  in  the 
expenditure. 

The  British  Relief  Association,  now  sitting  at  South  Sea  House,  London,  have  trans- 
mitted to  me  certain  forms  of  applications  for  relief,  and  I call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed 
circular  on  that  subject,  which  will  explain  to  you  the  use  it  is  intended  to  make  of  them. 

I shall  hereafter  send  you  a further  supply  of  these  forms,  should  the  occasion  require  it; 
and  you  will  exercise  your  best  judgment  and  discretion  in  appropriating  them  to  districts 
in  which  more  thau  ordinary  destitution  prevails. 

I beg  also  further  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  British  Relief  Association  have  also  permitted 
me,  in  the  case  of  certain  small  villages  in  rural  districts,  altogether  destitute  of  resource, 
or  suffering  under  privations  which  cannot  be  relieved  by  local  subscriptions,  See.,  to  issue 
a small  grant  of  10 1.  or  thereabouts,  and  to  which  I should  not  hesitate  to  add  a similar 
amount  on  the  part  of  Government. 

I communicate  this  to  you  confidentially,  that  if  a case  should  arise  in  the  course  of  your 
inspection,  in  which  the  exercise  of  this  permission  may  be  discreetly  used,  1 beg  you  will 
have  the  goodness  to  apprise  me,  in  a separate  letter,  of  the  particulars  of  such  case,  that  in 
acting  upon  it  I may  transmit  your  original  l'ecommendation  to  the  association. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Captain  Fishbourne.  R.  J.  Booth. 


5249.  What  were  your  duties  under  the  Board  of  Works? — As  inspector 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  it  was  my  business  to  receive  the  relief  lists  from  the 
committees,  to  examine  them,  and  revise  them  where  I perceived  revision  was 
necessary,  to  examine  and  report  on  the  works,  and  the  progress  that  was  made, 
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the  state  of  the  country  anil  state  of  agriculture,  the  proceedings  at  sessions  and 
sittings  of  the  relief  committees. 

5250.  In  the  lists  that  were  sent  back  to  you,  were  all  the  columns  filled  up 
generally  ? — Very  generally  not  so  ; here  are  some  of  the  original  lists,  in  which 
five  of  the  columns  are  not  filled  up. 

5251.  Will  you  state  what  the  five  unfilled  columns  refer  to? — Townland, 
age,  family,  male  or  female,  able-bodied  or  infirm,  quantity  of  land. 

5252.  V hat  list  are  you  speaking  from? — I am  speaking  from  a list  of  the 
parish  of  Inagh. 

5-53-  ^ hat  union  is  that  in? — Ennis,  C'orofin  committee. 

5254.  Is  that  a fair  specimen,  do  you  think  ? — I think  it  is. 

5-55-  Cn  the  whole,  do  you  think  it  is  a fair  sample  or  not? — Well,  I think 
they  are  generally  more  correct. 

5256.  So,  on  the  whole,  it  is  an  unfavourable  sample  ? — Rather  unfavourable. 

5257*  V'ere  there  not  two  tabular  forms  of  papers  sent  round  for  relief  lists? 
— Yes. 

5258.  One  from  the  Government,  anil  one  from  the  officer  in  the  district ; 
one  printed  at  Dublin  and  the  other  in  Ennis? — Yes. 

5259.  And  was  it  discretionary  to  send  either  one  or  the  other  ? — I think  so. 

5260.  They  are  not  similar  ?— They  are  not  strictly  similar. 

5261.  The  one  from  Ennis  is  more  minute? — Yes,  more  minute,  requiring 
stock  to  be  returned  as  a test  of  destitution. 

.5262.  Which  was  not  the  case  in  the  Government  one,  except  that  it  might 
be  considered  as  coming  under  the  head  of  “ Remarks”  ? — 

.5263.  Mr.  J3cllew.~\  In  this  letter  you  state,  “ rich  people  wear  the  trappings  of 
poverty,  and  thrust  themselves  on  the  roads ; ” do  you  allude  t<5  the  same  persons 
as  are  in  those  lists,  in  that  letter? — No  ; that  letter  was  written,  I think,  from 
Ennistimon. 


5264.  WTiat  cases  do  you  refer  to  there? — Various  cases  I refer  to  here; 
some  were  in  East  Clare,  and  some  in  West  Clare,  and  some  down  in  Scariff, 
■which  is  in  East  Clare,  but  there  were  such  cases.  I state  them  on  the  authority 
of  the  committee. 


5265.  Mr.  Worthy. ] You  state  here,  “the  appearance  is  no  guide,  for  dirty 
habits  are  so  prevalent  that  even  comparatively  rich  people  wear  the  trappings  of 
poverty,  and  thrust  themselves  on  the  roads  as  starving,  though  they  have  money 
in  the  bank,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute”;  did  they  assume  those  trappings 
of  poverty  for  the  purpose  of  being  admitted  on  the  work,  or  are  they  the  general 
habits  of  the  people : — I think  in  such  cases  as  are  here  alluded  to,  where  they 
had  money,  they  assumed  it  for  the  purpose  of  deception. 

,5266.  Mr.  Bellew.']  You  state  “ the  fact,  that  the  generality  of  the  committees 
will  neither  furnish  us  with  information  to  enable  ns  to  revise  the  lists,  nor  do  it 
themselves,  leaves  no  room  for  any  other  conclusion  than  e that  they  have  some 
interest  in  continuing  the  abuses.  Indeed,  it  could  hardly  be  otherwise,  as  the 
class  of  persons  who  are  frequently  found  on  them  are  not  independent ; thus,  for 
instance,  in  Clondegad  district  of  the  Ennis  Union,  two  Poor-law  Guardians,  and 
cx  officio  members,  had  themselves  placed  on  the  public  works,  in  charge  of 
gangs  ” ; who  were  these  people  ? — Their  names  have  already  been  returned  ; it 
is  in  Clondegad  ; their  names  are  returned  by  Captain  Gordon  and  Captain 
Wynne. 

5267-  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  What  do  you  mean  by  ex  officio  members  of  the 
I3oard  of  Guardians;  were  they  magistrates  ? — Members  of  the  committee. 

5 268.  They  were  Poor-law  Guardians,  and  in  virtue  of  their  being  Poor-laiv 
Guardians,  ex  officio  members  of  the  committee  ? — I ought  to  have  written  there- 
fore, ex  officio  members. 

52O9.  I see  you  also  state  you  had  been  induced  to  write  circulars  to  the  com- 
m it  tees,  complaining  of  their  conduct;  did  you  write  such  circulars  as  mentioned 
m the  extract  of  your  letter  ? — I did.  This  is  one  of  the  circulars. 


Ix  +i  Enuis,  3 February  1847. 

. vL?  nn  .f°  save  tae  time  which  would  necessarily  be  lost  did  I wait  till  I was  enablec 
diate*  attention  comn:n^ees,  ^ write  to  offer  a few  suggestions  upon  points  requiring  im me 

great  benefit  would  accrue  to  the  country,  but  especially  to  the  poor  people,  i 
■flu.  PomnVtf es Woyld ^induce  them  to  till  and  plant  their  plots  of  ground,  to  facilitate  whicl 
- 1 r 1 miShfc  substitute  another  of  the  family  for  the  head  or  ordinarily  supporting 

member  for  that  uumose.  stat  no-  nn  i;.,*  v. *:*..*•  _ J * 


, r , ul»uc  suDstitute  another  of  the  family  for  the  head  or  or< 
member  for  that  purpose,  stating  on  the  list  the  cause  of  the  substitution. 

°-105-  Q Q 4 


2,  Thi 


Captain 
E Fibkbourne. 


1 June  1847. 
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MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


2.  That  the  registries  be  kept  with  the  names  in  alphabetical  order  in  each  townland  and 
in  every  electoral  division  or  parish,  to  facilitate  the  duties  of  all,  prevent  fraud,  and  that 
the  men  may  have  work  allotted  to  them  near  their  dwellings. 

3.  That  the  list  of  applicants  for  work,  returned  to  the  Board  of  Works,  should  be  made 
out  and  filled  with  more  care;  ’till  this  is  attended  to,  the  committee  cannot  be  surprised 
if  a man  they  return  is  not  checked  for  pay,  but  another  in  lieu,  thus  occasioning  endless 
complaints,  these  lists  often  not  affording  sufficient  for  identification  ; one  or  all  of  the  fol- 
lowing being  omitted,  townland,  age,  extent  of  holding,  or  amount  of  stock. 

It  has  happened  that  committees,  and  even  individuals  of  committees,  have  sent  men  to 
work  on  the  public  roads,  supposing  that  every  person  returned  on  the  applicant’s  list  was 
entitled  to  work  and  receive  pay.  I would  beg  to  observe,  that  it  is  the  province  of  the 
inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works  to  determine  who  of  those  on  the  “ Applicants’ 
List”  shall  work. 

Having  heard  complaints  from  several  parts  of  the  country  that  labourers,  gardeners 
and  others  had  left  their  employments  and  were  received  on  the  public  work,  1 be°-  to  refer 
the  committee  to  the  Treasury  Minute  of  the  31st  August  1040,  wherein  it  is  directed  “ that 
no  person  should  be  employed  on  any  relief  works  who  can  obtain  employment  on  any  other 
public  works,  or  in  farming,  or  other  private  operations,”  and  would  suggest  that  these 

Eersons  be  immediately  removed  from  the  relief  lists.  This  direction  has  not  been  °iven 
y the  Government  without  a very  sufficient  reason,  as  the  withdrawal  of  labourer's  from 
agriculture  must  tend  to  impoverish  the  country. 

I find  that  some  committees  had  not  kept  any  registry  of  applicants,  not  knowing  that 
such  was  directed.  I beg  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  19th  Article  of  the  “ Instructions 
for  the  Guidance  of  Committees,”  wherein  it  is  specifically  stated  that  a “ Registry  is  to  be 
kept.”  The  consequence  of  this  omission  has  been,  that  the  lists  of  applicants  which  should 
have  been  filed  from  this  registry  has  been  sometimes  returned  to  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works  without  due  care,  and  has  contained  the  names  of  many  who  did  not  come  within 
the  prescribed  limitation,  while  the  names  of  some  who  did  come  within  the  limitations,  nay, 
even  the  destitute,  were  omitted.  No  committee  can  be  absolved  from  blame,  if  through 
this  or  any  other  neglect  of  the  instructions,  any  person  should  fail  to  be  retur  ned  and  iden- 
tified hv  the  description  given  of  him,  and  to  starve  for  want  of  the  relief  he  applied  for,  and 
was  entitled  to.  If  the  registries  are  filled  in  the  order  directed  in  the  instructions  of  the 
Government,  viz.  those  who  have  no  means  of  subsistence  first,  and  those  who  have  other 
means  of  subsistence  last,  none  can  starve  for  want  of  relief  (if  they  apply).  Further 
if  the  instructions  were  more  strictly  attended  to  by  all  committees,  there  would  be  far  fewer 
complaints. 

In  some  districts  there  are  (comparatively)  no  horses  employed,  while  in  others  there  are 
a great  many.  This  is  a great  abuse,  and  requires  immediate  remedy,  the  more  particularly 
as  there  is  abundance  of  work  open  to  them  for  agricultural  purposes ; the  object  of  relief 
work  is  to  afiord  a means  of  feeding  men  and  not  horses.  The  carrying  trade  is  much 
limited  by  this  improper  appropriation  of  horse  work,  and  may  account  in  some  measure  for 
the  deficiency  of  food  in  remote  inland  districts;  the  carriers  charge  more  than  double  their 
ordinary  fare,  and  take  only  what  goods  they  please. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  proposed  Government  plan,  it  is  probable  that  the  public  works 
will  be  gradually  contracted,  therefore  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  committees  should  use 
e^ery  means  to  get  the  agricultural  labourers  to  return  to  their  natural  employments,  show- 
ing them  that  by  refusing  they  were  their  own  greatest  enemies ; that  though  they  injured  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  in  general  by  withholding  their  labour  from  productive  works,  they 
nij  ure  themselves  most  of  all,  for  there  cannot  be  any  extensive  and  permanent  reduction  of 
the  prices  of  food  until  there  is  a large  supply  of  home-grown  food  in  the  market,  and  they 
unhappily  know  that  while  the  prices  are  high  the  labouring  man’s  food  is  proportionably 
scanty,  and  the  rich  man’s  is  undiminished. 

The  committees  will  confer  a great  benefit  upon  their  country  by  finding  agricultural  work 
for  the  poor  people,  and  will  confer  a still  greater  upon  the  poor  man  himself. 

1 he  poor  man,  if  not  comforted  under  his  privations,  may  at  least  be  induced  to  be  patient 
during  the  nigh  prices,  and  the  committee  man  restrained  from  an  injudicious  attempt  to  con- 
trol  the  markets  by  being  told  that  the  alternative  unavoidably  offered  is  that  of  high  prices 
and  little  food,  or  low  prices  and  no  food  (very  soon). 

1st.  Because  high  prices  ensure  economy  of  the  food  in  the  country,  without  which 
economy  it  would  not  last  out  the  voyage. 

2dly.  As  France  is  in  the  market,  if  the  price  here  is  low,  much  of  that  intended  for  us 
.g°  t0  tl.1.e  French  market ; while  on  the  contrary,  in  proportion  as  our  prices  are  high,  a 
g.  eater  portion  of  that  intended  for  the  French  market  will  come  into  ours. 

3dly.  I he  prospect  of  sharing  in  the  high  prices  will  induce  the  farmers  to  cultivate  more 
extensively,  and  so  compensate  the  markets  for  the  loss  of  the  potatoes,  and  ensure  to  the 
poor  man  a sufficiency  of  nutritious  food.  And  let  the  farmers  with  capital  be  assured,  that 
nothing  but  home-grown  produce  will  bring  down  the  markets,  and  that  he  will  not  do  his 
duty  towards  Ins  countrymen  unless  he  embarks  his  capital  freely  in  the  production  of 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

11.  Gardiner  Fishbourne,  r.n., 

rp  , t,  , • n s~.  Inspecting  Officer  of  Relief  Committee  for  Clare, 

io  the  Ghairmen  and  Relief  Committees 
of  the  County  of  Clare. 

5270.  You 
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5270.  You  say  in  the  letter  dated  Ennis,  27  February  1847,  that  “ many  of 
the  persons  on  the  list  for  public  work  in  the  parish  of  Kilmurry  are  relatives, 
tenants,  or  tenants  of  employers  of  members  on  the  committee  of  that  parish;” 
do  you  know  that  to  have  been  the  case? — I know  so  far  as  I possibly  could, 
know;  it  was  a moral  certainty  on  my  own  mind.  I visited  the  farms,  the  men 
were  pointed  out  to  me  by  men  on  the  public  works  as  being  servants  of  Mr. 
Casey,  whose  agent  was  on  the  committee,  and  the  whole  or  great  number  of  his 
tenants,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  I saw,  seemed  to  be  comfortable ; that  is,  I 
was  on  their  land,  and  saw  their  stock  and  houses,  and  they  had  every  appearance 
of  coinfort ; and  persons  living  on  that  same  property,  having  no  land,  no  stock, 
were  pointed  out  to  me  as  not  being  on  the  public  works. 

5271.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Who  is  Casey? — A landed  proprietor  and  middle-man,  a 
tenant  of  Colonel  Wyndham,  and  Louney  is  a tenant  of  his  and  his  agent.  I 
found  1 1 Louneys  on  the  relief  list.  I could  not  prove  what  relationship  existed 
between  them  ; but  if  I were  to  wait  until  I could  satisfy  myself  of  the  relationship 
existing  between  parties  before  I removed  them,  those  whom  they  excluded 
would  starve. 

5272.  Was  Casey  on  the  relief  lists? — He  does  not  live  there;  he  lives  in 
England. 

5273.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.']  Were  there  in  that  district  persons  in  a starving  state 
who  were  not  employed  ? — Unquestionably,  on  that  particular  property,  who 
could  not  be  on  the  property  without  the  knowledge  of  the  agent, 

5274.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  find  in  Kilmurry,  Ennistimon,  and  Corofin, 
persons  of  the  description  described  in  your  letter  of  the  2d  February,  “ who 
assumed  dirty  habits  and  the  trappings  of  poverty,  and  thrust  themselves  on 
the  roads  as  starving,  though  they  have  money  in  the  bank”? — In  the  Corofin 
committee  a man  presented  himself  who  was  filthy  to  a degree  and  perfectly 
ragged  ; he  was  rejected  by  the  committee  at  the  time,  the  committee  stating 
to  me  that  he  had  100/.  in  the  bank,  and  that  he  was  owed  100 1.  more.  That 
man  presented  himself,  asking  for  work. 

5275.  Did  you  find  any  other  circumstance  of  a similar  nature  ? — Several 
others  were  mentioned  to  me.  I state  their  having  money  in  the  bank  on  the 
authority  of  one  of  the  managers  of  the  savings  bank. 

5276.  Did  you  find  those  persons  had  been  recommended  to  be  placed  upon 
the  work  by  any  of  the  members  of  the  committee? — They  must  have  been, 
or  else  they  could  not  be  on  the  lists. 

5277.  Chairman.]  From  your  knowledge  of  such  persons  coming,  was  it  not 
likely  that  members  of  the  committee  might  be  deceived,  and  put  those  persons 
on  without  any  bad  intentions  ? — Such  cases  could  occur. 

5278.  From  the  facts  you  have  mentioned  regarding  the  appearance  of  two 
persons  who  had  every  outward  semblance  of  being  poor,  but  were  in  reality 
not  so,  was  it  not  very  likely  that  committees  in  general,  not  having  local 
information,  might  be  deceived  by  parties  so  appearing  before  them  ? — But  the 
committees  had  local  information  ; I cannot  conceive  what  was  not  the  case. 

5279.  Do  you  mean  to  say  the  committees,  as  a body,  had  local  information, 
or  the  individuals? — As  a body,  generally  speaking,  and  as  individuals  also. 
For  instance ; the  priests  were  always  members  of  the  committees,  and  had  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  people. 

5280.  If  those  priests  did  not  divulge  that  thorough  knowledge,  was  it  not 
very  likely  that  the  chairman  and  many  members  of  the  committee  might  act  in 
ignorance,  and  allow  those  persons  to  remain  on  without  knowing  their  con- 
dition r — Undoubtedly  such  cases  might  occur. 

5281.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  what  you  saw  of  the  proceedings  of  committees, 
that  they  furnished  lists  in  a very  insufficient  and  very  unsatisfactory  slate  ? — Very 
unsatisfactory,  and  very  insufficient. 

5282.  Did  you  attribute  that  to  ignorance,  or  design? — I cannot  say  ignorance, 
inasmuch  as  they  did  not  comply  with  their  instructions. 

5283.  Had  you  the  means  of  saying  whether  it  was  from  carelessness,  or  from 
a desire  to  conceal  and  disguise  the  real  facts  of  the  case  ? — Both. 

52S4.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  general  practice  of  committees  with  which 
the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  had  no  connexion,  was  to  attempt  to  put  as 
many  persons  connected  with  them  in  comfortable  circumstances  on  the  labour- 
list  as  they  could  r — I think  there  were  other  committees  who  acted  so. 

°-lc,5-  R r 5285.  Was 


Captain 
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5285.  Was  it  the  general  practice  in  the  district  with  which  you  we 
acquainted  ? — Well,  I should  say  it  was. 

5286.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  other  districts  except  Clare  ? — No,  I was 
not  employed  elsewhere. 

5287.  Mr.  Worthy .J  You  say  the  practice  of  putting  improper  persons  on 
the  lists  prevailed  throughout  Clare,  in  the  portions  you  visited  ; which  portions 
did  you  visit? — I would  not  say  there  were  not  exceptions.  I visited  a o-reat 
portion  of  the  union  of  Scariff,  a large  portion  of  the  union  of  Ennis,  a Faro-e 
portion  of  the  union  of  Ennistimon,  a small  part  of  that  portion  of  Clare  which 
is  in  the  union  of  Limerick,  and  only  one  parish  in  the  union  of  Kilrush. 

5288.  You  say,  in  those  districts  you  have  mentioned  us  having  been  visited  bv 
you,  there  were  exceptions  to  that  which  you  described  as  the  general  practice  of 
putting  improper  persons  on  the  works  ; in  what  divisions  were  those  exceptions- 
— I think,  perhaps,  in  Kileely;  I do  not  speak  of  Kileely  from  my  ownknowledce. 

5289.  "Vou  believe  that  was  an  exception? — I do,  but  I do  not  know  it.  ° ' 

5290.  Do  you  know  any  other  district  where  the  practice  of  putting  improper 
persons  on  the  lists  did  not  prevail  ? — I think  Inchecronan  was  one  for  a time 
until  Mr.  Augustin  Butler  left  the  country ; after  which  improper  persons  were 
put  upon  the  works  ; he  was  the  chairman. 

5291.  Were  those  the  principal  exceptions? — I think  they  were  the  principal. 

5292.  With  those  exceptions  this  practice  was  general? — Yes. 

5293.  Mr.  Bellew. J Was  Mr.  Casey  a magistrate? — I am  not  aware. 

5294.  Was  Mr.  Louney  a man  holding  much  land? — I should  say  not;  I do 
not  know  his  circumstances. 


5295.  They  were  both  tenants? — Both  tenants. 

5296.  Who  were  the  relief  committees  constituted  by  ? — Partly  by  the  lieute- 
nant of  the  county,  but  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

5297.  Could  they  make  a selection ; was  there  much  choice  in  the  county 
amongst  the  residents? — In  some  cases  there  was  not,  but  in  some  cases  there  was 
a choice  of  putting  improper  persons  on  or  leaving  them  off. 

5298.  There  was  no  large  choice  of  persons  that  really  would  be  eligible ? — 
Certainly  not,  in  some  places. 

5299-  Mr.  Worthy.]  Is  the  name  Louney  a very  common  name  in  the  dis- 
trict you  refer  to,  where  Casey’s  estate  was  ? — I am  not  aware  that  it  is ; those 
persons  were  pointed  out  as  relations  of  his. 

5300.  ^ 011  say  that  some  members  might,  from  want  of  information,  consent  to 
pei  sons  being  included  on  the  lists  who  were  improper  persons,  but  could  those 
appear  on  the  lists  without. a breach  of  duty  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  members 
01  the  committee  ? Certainly  not ; it  is  possible  an  exception  might  take  place, 
but  generally  certainly  not. 

5301.  In  the  statement  put  in,  I see  a letter  referred  to,  “ Ennis,  27  February 
to  whom  was  that  addressed? — To  the  committee  at  Kilmurry  (Ibrickane). 

5302.  You  state,  “ In  justice  to  the  poor  who  have  been  thus  set  aside,  I must 
say  that  the  committee  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths  which 
have  occurred  in  the  parish,  and  also  for  much  of  the  destitution  which  now  pre- 
vaus.  borne  one  or  more  of  the  committee  may  be  partially  exculpated,  but  not 
w lolly  so.,  unless  he  protested  against  such  gross  injustice,  and  if  he  persisted  in 
representing  the  case.”  Did  you  send  that  letter  to  the  committee? — I did. 

53°3-  Was  any  explanation  or  answer  given  to  you? — There  was  a private 
letter  calling  upon  me  to  deny  it,  or  at  least  to  explain  or  deny  or  rescind  it,  and 
I refused  to  do  so. 

5304.  Did  you  pereist  in  your  statement  ? — I persisted  in  my  statement. 

Uld  they  , r y°11  anything  in  extenuation  or  explanation ?— They  pro- 
V°rr!Ct  taeJabuse.s»  whic]l  was  the  best  explanation  they  could  give, 
existedbefbre  ?— N ^ ^ ^ y°U  ^ exPlanation  of  the  abuses  which  you  state 


Yes^°"*  y0U  Ca^  00  l^em  t0  cominence  subscriptions  for  a soup  kitchen  ?— 

5308.  Had  they  made  any  before  ?— No. 

53°9*  Did  they  in  consequence  of  that  make  any  ? No. 

53.1.®-  lousay,  ‘‘  Strange  to  say,  that  in  the  county  where  most  exertion  is 
requisite,  least  should  have  been  made.”  Was  it  your  opinion  that  every  exertion 
should  be  made  by  the  neighbourhood  to  relieve  the  people?— It  was  most 
necessary.  1 v 


5311.  Was 
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53U.  Was  there  very  little  made?— Very  little  indeed;  a landed  proprietor  Captain 
in  that  parish,  Mr.  Charles  Mahon,  offered  to  subscribe  10/.,  provided  the  com-  E.Fishhmrne. 

mitf.ee  themselves  would  enter  into  subscription ; his  reason  for  making  that  

proviso  was,  his  being  so  dissatisfied  with  the  disbursements  in  the  previous  year.  1 June  1847. 

5312.  Did  they  subscribe  ?— ' They  did  not,  and  he  of  course  did  not  subscribe! 

They  also  obtained  a grant,  upon  their  representations,  in  advance  from  the 
British  Association  of  iol.}  they  sent  in  a paper  requesting  a further  sum  ; the 
British  Association  referred  it  to  me.  I said  I conceived  that  they  ouo-ht  not  to 
receive  any  until  they  had  made  use  of  the  10 1,  and  had  made°exertions 
amongst  themselves  in  making  subscriptions. 

5313.  What  district  was  that  ?— Kilmurry,  and  in  the  Kilrush  union. 

5314.  In  the  instance  you  have  mentioned  of  that  gentleman  who  is  a landed 
proprietor,  every  exertion  was  made? — In  that  case. 

Was  that  a single  exception? — A single  exception. 

53l6-  In  the  Liscannor  committee  were  any  subscriptions  entered  into? 

None,  but  my  own. 

5317.  Did  you  subscribe  in  that  district  ?—  I visited  Liscannor,  and  they  had 
done  nothing.  They  made  no  subscriptions.  I pressed  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  doing  so  and  they  asked  me  to  recommend  a grant  from  the  British  Associa- 
tion. I told  them  the  British  Association  would  throw  discredit  upon  the 
statement  of  distress  unless  they  first  made  some  effort  to  relieve  that  distress. 

They  made  no  subscriptions  up  to  a short  time  previous  to  Captain  Gordon 
leaving.  I subscribed,  and  that  remained  a single  subscription  for  months. 

5318.  Was  there  any  instance  of  any  gentleman  of  property  acting  as  Mr. 

Mahon  is  described  to  have  done  ?— Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

5319.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  give  you  any  assistance  in  the  discharge 
of  your  duties  in  ascertaining  who  ought  to  be  put  on  the  list  ? — They  stated  the're 
was  a great  deal  of  distress  in  the  parish,  but  made  no  offer  to  relieve  it;  on  the 
contrary,  they  spread  a report,  which  I conceived  to  be  in  order  to  prevent  any 
ill-feeling  arising  against  themselves  for  their  negligence,  to  this  effect : that 
I had  been  seen  to  get  off  the  car  to  examine  into  the  value  and  quality  of  the 
soil,  with  a view  to  purchase  it  for  the  English. 

5320.  Who  stated  that  ? — I believe  the  Liscannor  committee,  for  I had 
no  communication  with  an  earthly  being  except  the  committee.  I was  told 
that  considerable  excitement  was  created  against  me. 

5321.  I need  scarcely  ask  you,  had  you  any  such  object  in  making  an  exa- 
mination ? — None  whatever. 

5322.  Did  you  examine  it?— I am  not  aware  that  I did.  I was  in  the  habit 
of  speaking  to  the  farmers,  and  recommending  them  improvements;  but  further 
than  that  I did  not. 

5323.  Was  that  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the  district? — For  the 
advantage  of  the  farmers. 

5324-  Mr.  Repto?i.]  Did  you  consider  you  were  obstructed  by  the  committee  ? 

—I  was  never  there  but  once;  and  any  report  of  that  kind  would  prevent  any 
good  that  could  possibly  result  from  my  going  back  again. 

5325*  Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  O’Brien  subscribed  25  J.?— Since  I have  been 
in  London  I have  heard  so ; quite  lately. 

5326.  At  what  time  did  you  hear  the  subscription  was  made  ?— Quite  lately  ; 

I think  after  this  Committee  was  granted. 

5327-  Could  you  give  the  date  of  the  subscription,  according  to  what  you 
have  heard? — I think  about  the  middle  of  April. 

A 5328.  Mr.  Stafford  0 Brien.~\  Can  you  state  any  gentleman  in  Mr.  Charles 
Mahon  s neighbourhood  who  also  exerted  himself,  except  Mr.  Mahon  ?— One 
person  subscribed. 

5329.  Do  you  speak  of  the  Kilmurry  committee? — None  had  subscribed;  a 
member  of  the  committee,  called  Mulihan,  agent  to  Mr.  Mahon,  offered  to 
subscribe  1 l., 1 and  stated  that  Mr.  Mahon  would  give  10/.  if  the  committee 
generally  would  subscribe. 

533°-  At  what  time  was  that  (■ — I should  think  that  must  have  been  about 
March. 

5331.  Mr.  Belle®.]  Were  you  present?— I was  not.  Mr.  Charles  Mahon 
promised  me  he  would  subscribe  10 1.  in  February. 

5332.  Mi  . Stafford  0 The  committee  would  not  fulfil  his  conditions? 

— Iney  would  not. 

°*lu-5*  it  u 2 5333.  That 
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Captain  5333-  That  is  in  the  union  of  Kilrush  ? — Yes. 

E.  lishbourne.  5334.  Is  it  in  the  relief  committee  of  Kilrush? — No,  it  is  Kilmurry. 

5335-  Mr.  S.  Cranford .]  In  your  report  you  complain  of  the  improper  applj. 

1 June  1847.  cation  of  horse- work  ; will  you  explain  that.  You  say,  “ la  some  districts  there 
are  comparatively  no  horses  employed  ; while  in  others  there  are  a great  many 
This  is  a great  abuse,  and  requires  immediate  remedy,  the  more  particularly  as' 
there  is  abundance  of  work  open  to  them  for  agricultural  purposes ; the  object  of 
relief  works  is  to  afford  a means  for  feeding  men  and  not  horses  ” ? — In  some 
parts  of  the  country  a great  number  of  horses  were  employed  upon  the  public 
works;  for  instance,  in  Scariff  men  present  themselves  with  24  horses,  and  insist 
upon  their  being  employed,  the  engineer  stating  that  there  was  no  work  for  more 
than  four  or  five,  they  get  themselves  put  upon  the  lists  for  horse-work  by  the 
committee ; and  it  was  sufficient  with  those  persons  that  they  were  so  put  on  by 
the  committee;  in  point  of  fact,  they  were  told  by  the  committees  that  it  was  not 
necessary  that  it  should  have  the  sanction  of  the  inspecting  officer. 

5336.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  Does  that  apply  to  West  Clare? — That  does  not  apply 
to  West  Clare.  It  was  written  before  1 visited  West  Clare;  this  particular  pas- 
sage does  not. 

5337.  It  applies  to  East  Clare  ?— To  East  Clare. 

5338.  Mr.  S.  Cranford.']  The  object  of  those  who  were  put  on  was  to 
get  their  horses  employed,  whether  they  were  wanted  or  not? — Whether  they 
were  wanted  or  not ; the  consequence  of  which  was,  they  neglected  their  agricul- 
tural pursuits ; they  refused  to  draw  meal,  even,  for  the  relief  committees  at 
double  the  ordinary  prices. 

5339.  Mr.  Wortley.]  I observe  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  February,  you 
state,  “ I am  quite  convinced  that  there  is  no  destitution  in  this  county  that 
might  not  be  met  by  half  the  amount  of  employment  which  is  now  given  in  the 
county,  were  the  proper  objects  for  employment  selected,  which  I regret  to 
say  is  not  the  case ; ’*  upon  reflection,  are  you  still  of  opinion  that  great  savin* 
might  have  been  effected  if  the  inhabitants  had  done  their  duty  ?— I feel  even 
still  more  strongly  now  than  1 did  at  the  time  I wrote  that. 

5340-  You  state  also:  “ Belore  we  could  arrive  at  the  information  necessary  to 
effect  it,  we  had  to  sit  down  and  do  the  work  which  ought  to  have  been  done  by 
the  committee  before  a man  had  been  put  on  the  work;  ” was  that  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  circumstances  of  each  applicant  ? — That  occurred  at  Ennistimon;  we 
had  to  sit  down  and  do  the  work  of  the  committee ; the  committee  passed  a 
resolution  011  Captain  Gordon  and  myself,  avowing  in  committee  that  they  would 
not  do  anything  till  some  previous  lists  that  they  had  furnished  were  returned ; 
hut  the  want  of  such  lists  arose  from  their  not  keeping  a registry,  which  they  were 
directed  to  do.  0 J J 

5341.  You  state:  “The  fact  that  the  generality  of  the  committees  will 
neither  furnish  information  to  enable  us  to  revise  the  lists,  nor  do  it  themselves, 
leaves  no  room  for  any  other  conclusion  than  that  they  have  some  interest  in 
continuing  the  abuses  ; ’■  did  you  apply  to  the  generality  of  the  committees  to 
furnish  you  with  the  information? — Invariably. 

5342.  And  they  refused  ? — They  did  not  give  it. 

534 3-  In  what  district  is  the  Ballyvaughan  committee? — Ennistimon  union. 

5344*  Who  is  the  chairman  of  that? — Mr.  George  Macnamara. 

5345-  Were  you  obliged  to  threaten  to  stop  the  works  in  Ballyvaughan 
district  ? — Yes. 

534^*  More  than  once?  I think  that  Captain  Gordon  did  so  three  times. 

5347 •_  ^ou  state  in  that  letter  that  it  was  done  three  times;  is  that  correct? — 

I think  it  is  correct. 

5348-  Notwithstanding  the  three  times  that  he  threatened  to  stop  the  works,  did 
they  still  abstain  from  giving  you  the  lists  you  required  ? — They  did  make  the  lists 
after  some  time. 

5349-  In  what  barony  is  Ballyvaughan  ? — Burren  and  the  Ennistimon  union. 

535 0.  Is  it  m the  Ennistimon  poor-law  union  ?— The  poor-law  union. 

5351  • In  what  district  with  regard  to  the  relief  ?— Ballyvaughan,  a separate 
relief  district.  J n 

5352.  You  mention  Mr.  Macnamara  as  being  the  chairman  ? — I think  lie  is  a 
brother  of  Major  Macnamara. 

5353’  Have  either  of  the  Members  for  Cl  are  any  property  there? — I do  not  know. 

. 5354-  Mr.  Be  lie  w.]  \ 011  mentioned  there  were  a large  number  of  persons 
improperly  put  on  the  lists  from  Casey’s  property? Yes. 

5355 • He 
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5355-  He  does  not  reside  there,  you  say  ? — No.  Captain 

5356.  Where  does  he  live  ? — I think  in  England  ; it  is  reported  that  he  lives  E-  Fishbowne. 
in  England.  * 

5357-  Does  he  employ  any  labourers? — I think  not.  1 June  l847’ 

5358.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  This  circular  of  yours  is  dated  the  3d  of 
February  ? — Yes. 

5359-  You  say  it  was  addressed  to  the  county  of  Clare  ? — Yes. 

53^0.  Was  not  Captain  Wynne  the  inspecting  officer? — Under  the  Board  of 
Works ; I was  under  the  Treasury. 

5361.  When  was  it  you  visited  the  Liscannor  relief  committee? — I think  in 
the  latter  part  of  February  or  the  beginning  of  March. 

5362.  Was  that  the  only  time  ? — The  only  time. 

5363.  Were  you  employed  under  the  Treasury  or  the  Board  of  "Works  ? — The 
Treasury. 

5364.  Did  you  write  to  the  chairman  or  the  secretary,  to  state  it  was  your 
intention  to  come  and  visit  the  committee? — I did  not. 

5365.  Was  it  your  usual  practice  to  visit  relief  committees  without  giving 
notice  ? — I think  Captain  Gordon  wrote  that  I would  visit ; I am  not  sure.  ° 

5366.  Was  it  your  usual  practice  to  visit  relief  committees  without  previous 
notice  r — I think  on  some  occasions  it  was ; on  some  occasions  it  was  not ; but 
from  the  circumstance  of  having  such  an  immense  district  to  travel  over,  I some- 
times had  to  visit  three  and  four  committees  of  a day,  if  I could. 

5367.  Was  there  any  particular  occasion  why  you  should  give  notice,  or  omit 
to  give  it,  in  your  visit  to  Liscannor? — No  particular  reason. 

5368.  You  think  Captain  Gordon  gave  it  ? — I am  under  the  impression  that 
he  did ; he  did  to  several  of  the  committees  in  the  vicinity. 

5369.  What  business  was  it  you  transacted  at  Ennistimon,  the  day  you  visited 
it? — With  respect  to  their  making  subscriptions  was  my  principal  object,  and 
giving  relief  to  the  infirm  and  aged. 

5370.  What  time  did  you  arrive  at  Liscannor  ?— I should  think  about  five,  or 
a little  earlier,  perhaps. 

5371.  Was  it  nearly  dark? — Not  when  I arrived;  certainly  not;  it  cannot 
have  been  long  light,  inasmuch  as  it  was  in  the  winter. 

5372.  Had  the  committee  met  ? — They  were  in  committee,  and  sat  with  me 
till  about  seven. 

5373*  About  how  many  were  iu  the  committee  then  ? — I suppose  four. 

5374-  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  there? — No,  he  was  not. 

5375*  Did  you  know  he  was  the  chairman? — I did  not  know  at  that  time. 

5376.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  been  there  the  day  before  ? — I did  not 
know. 

5377-  Was  your  attention  at  that  time  particularly  called  to  the  condition  of 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  that  neighbourhood? — Not  that  I am  aware  of.  There 
was  a statement  made  by  a man  outside,  complaining  of  the  committee,  that  it 
was  no  use  for  a man  to  apply  there  unless  he  had  got  a horse  to  give  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  to  plough,  in  return  for  being  placed  on  the  public 
works. 

5378.  Was  that  one  of  the  labourers  i — A man  who  was  applying  to  me  for  em- 
ployment ; what  his  circumstances  were  I cannot  say,  further  than  that  he  appeared 
to  be  a poor  man. 

5379-.  ^Yas  that  a complaint  he  made  against  the  members  of  the  committee  for 
not  putting  him  upon  the  list? — Yes,  that  it  was  no  use  to  apply  to  the  com- 
mittee of  Liscannor  to  be  placed  upon  the  public  works,  unless  he  had  a horse  to 
lend  to  the  committee  men  to  draw  turf,  or  could  make  some  return  of  that  sort. 

5380.  Did  you  mention  this  imputation  made  by  this  man  to  any  of  the  mem- 
bers ot  the  committee? — I did  not;  it  was  after  I left  the  committee,  and  it  was 
after  the  committee  had  broken  up.  I mentioned  it  to  Captain  Gordon,  and  he 
made  inquiries  into  it. 

5381.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Did  you  know  the  man? — No;  I never  saw 
him  before. 

5352.  Chairman.]  You  mentioned  it  to  Captain  Gordon,  but  the  committee 
were  dispersed,  .and  you  did  not  mention  it  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee r — No;  in  fact  I was  on  my  way  to  Ennistimon. 

5353.  Whether  it  is  true  or  not,  you  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  ? — No 
means ; he  at  the  same  time  stated  that  the  committee  were  persons  related  to 

°*105*  RR3  each 
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each  other,  and  that  it  was  useless  to  apply  to  one  member  of  the  committee;  he 
did  mention  the  names  of  the  persons,  and  the  relationship  existing  betvveen 
them. 

5384.  Was  that  remark  made  in  the  presence  of  other  persons,  being  labourers  ? 
— Yes,  it  was. 

5385.  Did  they  make  any  observation  upon  it? — None  whatever. 

5386.  Did  they  neither  express  assent  nor  dissent? — None  whatever. 

5387.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  It  was  from  this  man  alone  that  you  heard  it  ? — r did 
not  hear  anything  of  the  kind  except  from  Captain  Gordon  ; he  said  he  had  been 
told  the  same  by  other  persons. 

5388.  Chairman .]  That  he  told  you  afterwards  ? — Afterwards. 

53S9.  Did  you  tell  the  Liscannor  committee  that  if  people  were  not  able 
to  hold  their  lands  they  should  give  them  up  and  turn  labourers  ? — It  is  quite 
possible  that  I may  have  said  so. 

5390.  Was  that  your  opinion  ? — It  is  my  opinion,  certainly.  I endeavoured 
to  explain  in  every  place  that  the  effect  of  a man  holding  land  where  he  could 
not  till  it,  was  to  injure  himself  and  the  community ; if  he  kept  land  idle,  it  was 
an  injury  to  himself  and  the  community,  and  most  to  himself,  inasmuch  as  it  pre- 
sented the  cheapness  of  food. 

5391.  Did  you  call  their  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
in  England  who,  though  they  were  mere  labourers,  were  most  comfortably  off? 
— Most  probably  I did;  I endeavoured  to  reason  with  all  parties  as  much  as  I 
could,  drawing  their  attention  to  what  I conceived  a defect,  and  pointing  out 
advantages  where  I conceived  them  to  exist. 

5392.  Mr.  S.  IVortley.]  I see  a statement  of  yours  in  a letter  to  Colonel  Jones, 
of  the  22d  March,  describing  a very  exciting  scene  ; is  that  a correct  account  of 
the  proceedings  that  took  place  ?-^ — It  is  substantially  correct ; it  does  not  per- 
haps so  fully  describe  the  violence  that  did  take  place. 

5393-  You  appear  to  have  been  exposed  to  great  personal  violence  ?— Yes, 
I was. 

5394*  Do  you  consider  your  life  might  have  been  in  danger  ? — I think  it 
certainly  was  ; I think  at  one  time  my  life  was  not  worth  much.  Of  course  I was 
not  unconscious,  yet  I was  little  short  of  it,  and  I am  told  my  face  was  quite 
black  with  the  tightness  with  which  the  man  pulled  my  handkerchief,  and  that  he 
would  not  let  me  go  till  he  was  bit  by  Mr.  Stoddart  in  the  thumb. 

5395-  What  was  the  particular  cause  of  that  ?— Because  I would  not  promise 
them  they  should  have  as  much  work  as  they  pleased,  and  task-work  in  preference 
to  the  food. 

5396.  Mr.  ReptonJ]  You  mention  you  were  protected,  to  a great  extent,  by 
Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Robert  Stoddart ; did  other  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee assist  you  and  give  you  countenance  ? — All  the  committee  without  excep- 
tion gave  me  assistance  and  countenance. 

5397-  At  that  particular  meeting? — At  the  particular  time  I alluded  to,  in 
which  I received  assistance  from  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Stoddart,  they  were 
the  only  two  of  the  committee  near  me ; we  were  in  a crowd,  and  they  were  the 
only  two  immediately  near  me ; Mr.  Stoddart  had  his  arm  round  my  neck,  and 
received  several  blows  that  were  intended  for  me ; and  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien 
received  several  kicks  in  the  shins  that  were  also  intended  for  me,  I believe ; the 
other  members  of  the  committee  remained  in  the  room. 

5398.  They  saw  the  position  you  were  in? — They  saw  the  position. 

5399.  Did  they  take  any  steps  to  aid  you  r — I do  not  know. 

5400.  You  were  in  a state  of  insensibility  ? — Latterly  I was  nearly  so. 

5401.  You  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  other  members  of  the  committee 
would  not  have  aided  you  ? — I believe  they  would  : I feel  assured  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

5402.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Was  it  in  a large  crowd? Yes, -r-  it  was  very  large; 
there  were  a great  many  hundreds. 

5403.  Mr.  Solid tor-General.]  Did  you  find,  when  you  were  in  the  couuty 
engaged  in  the  public  service,  that  you  received  the  general  aid  from  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county,  the  countenance  and  co-operation  which,  as  a public  servant, 
you  had  a right  to  expect  ?— It  is  perhaps  rather  difficult  to  answer. 

5404.  Fro  in  the  members  of  the  relief  committees  ? — From  the  committees 
in  a body  I did  not.  I would  say  that  from  the  persons  who  are  generally  known 
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as  gentlemen,  and  received  as  gentlemen  (from  what  I understand  by  the  word  Captain 
gentlemen)  I did  receive  countenance  and  support.  E.  Fishbourne. 

5405.  And  from  the  relief  committees,  with  whom  you  had  business  to  transact,  

did  you  receive  the  countenance  and  co-operation  which  would  have  been  im-  1 June  18471 
portant,  nay  necessary  for  you  to  carry  on  the  public  service  ? — Certainly  not. 

5406.  In  what  respect  in  general  did  they  fail  in  affording  you  the  help  you 
had  a right  to  expect? — They  generally  abused  the  Government;  it  was  a sys- 
tematic abuse  of  the  Government,  the  Government  officers  and  the  Government 
measures,  abusing  them  as  Saxons.  It  appeared  to  me  a system  of  intimidation, 
from  which,  I do  believe,  the  present  riots  and  disturbances  in  Clare  arise,  and 
I do  conceive  that  these  persons  are  responsible  for  the  riots  and  the  lives  that  are 
lost  now : I hold  them  responsible. 

5407*  ^ou  use  the  word  “ abuse  ; 5 I will  term  it  difference  ; were  there  diffe- 
rences, so  far  as  you  yourself  saw  and  knew,  expressed  to  you  as  a Government 
officer,  or  to  other  Government  officers  in  that  county,  before  the  mob  and  in 
public,  or  privately  and  confidentially  ?— Before  the  people  ; the  committees  were 
generally  open  to  any  person ; it  was  openly  and  publicly. 

540S.  What  was  plainly,  in  your  understanding,  the  consequence  of  such 
conduct?  Hostility  to  the  Government,  the  Government  measures,  and  the 
Government  officers. 

5409.  Did  that  hostility  betray  itself)  on  the  part  of  the  mob  on  different 
occasions,  towards  you  and  the  other  officers  ? — Yes,  I was  twice  attacked. 

5410.  Can  you  mention  any  attacks  besides  on  yourself? — There  were  some 
overseers  and  stewards  who  were  attacked  ; my  successor  has  been  attacked. 

541 1.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Who  is  your  successor? — Major  B.  Smith. 

5412.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Did  you  consider,  in  consequence  of  anything 
done  by  the  relief  committees,  that  your  personal  safety  was  endangered? — I did. 

My  first  visit  to  Corofin  committee  was  with  Captain  Gordon  ; l had  scarcely 
entered  the  room,  before  I was  attacked  by  Priest  Welsh  and  abused,  and  the 
Government  abused,  and  their  measures  and  the  officers  ; and  the  members  of  the 
committee  joined  with  him,  by  saying  that  we  were  Saxons,  and  that  the  laws 
were  Saxon  laws,  and  that  they  would  make  laws  for  themselves,  and  that  nothing 
but  injustice  and  wrong  had  been  perpetrated  towards  Ireland,  and  that  the 
Prime  Minister  was  a heartless  good-for-nothing  man,  starving  the  people. 

I allowed  them  to  go  on  for  some  time,  and  I said,  “ Now,  gentlemen,  how  do 
these  acts  of  the  Government  or  the  Minister  justify  your  doing  nothing  with 
500  l.  in  your  pocket  ? ” For  they  had  done  nothing,  they  had  made  no  pur- 
chases of  meal,  and  had  not  been  selling  or  giving  any  kind  of  relief,  per- 
mitted and  provided,  and  for  which  they  had  obtained  money  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Ihey  then  found  it  expedient  to  adjourn  and  commence  the  presentment 
sessions. 

_5413-  Chairman .]  Were  those  remarks  made  by  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  were  there  any  exceptions  ? — All  the  members  of  the  committee  were 
not  present,  and  I do  not  know  all  the  members  of  the  committee. 

54H-  Did  any  of  the  parties  present  take  the  side  of  the  Government  and 
support  you? — None  whatever;  I think  Mr.  Burton  did  slightly. 

54^5-  Was  he  the  magistrate  who  has  been  examined  here? — Yes;  he  did  not 
take  much  part,  but  slightly  certainly  in  my  favour. 

54*6.  Did  all  those  who  took  any  active  part  agree  in  the  abuse  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  officers? — Yes. 

54W*  Was  there  not  some  ground  of  complaint  in  your  district,  that  under 
the  pressure  of  circumstances  the  Government  were  not  able  to  do  as  much  as 
the  people  had  reason  to  hope  they  would  ? — The  extent  of  their  hopes  was 
boundless  ; there  was  no  limit  to  that. 

5418.  Were  there  any  cases  of  want  of  tools  in  that  district? — Not  that  I am 
aware  of. 

54*9-  Was  the  work  done  by  task-work? — In  some  cases  it  was. 

5420.  Were  there  not  complaints  that  it  was  not  measured  in  time  ? — There 
were ; but  they  proved  groundless. 

5421.  Did  the  Government  officers  use  every  exertion,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances,  within  their  power  to  relieve  the  people  by  putting  them  on  the 
had  " kyei7  exertion ; in  fact  they  had  more  work  than  they  ought  to  have 
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5422.  Were  not  the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  relief  committees  <*,  ,, 

men  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood  f— Some  of  them  who  were  there'' 
gentlemen  of  property  in  the  neighbourhood.  re  were 

5423.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  witli  the  statement  that  the  gentlemen  nf  .1 
neighbourhood  did  give  you  assistance  r— I conceive,  if  some  of  the  a ,1 
men  who  belonged  to  tile  Corofin  committee  had  been  there  they  would™ 
have  taken  the  part  tiiat  was  taken  by  the  others ; and  whenever  I met  the, 

have  received  countenance;  hut  the  committee  of  Corofin  was  composed  Ish  ’ll 

say,  of  not  more  than  one-sixth  of  such  as  were  gentlemen,  and  there  were  7 
many,  that  the  gentlemen  could  not  carry  any  measure  they  wanted  S° 

5424-  You  speak  then  of  individual  instances,  and  in  the  case  where  imnedi 
111  y°m  w“y’  y°“  are  speaking  of  the  relief  committees  in  a 

5425.  Were  the  exceptions  few,  or  were  they  numerous?— The  excenH™. 

were  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  ^ lons 

5426.  Sir  J.  Walsh.']  You  say  that  the  gentlemen  as  a body  gavevou  assist 
ance,  but  that  they  formed  so  small  a portion  ?— Perhaps  I go  too  far  in  savin* 
they  gave  assistance  ; I do  not  think  the  gentlemen  that  I came  in  contact  with 
threw  any  difficulties  m the  way;  but  I do  not  think  they  did  more  than  act  a 
neutral  part. 

5427.  Chairman/]  Was  it  courtesy  you  received  from  gentlemen,  and  absence 
ot  throwing  obstructions  111  your  way,  rather  than  assistance  ?— I believe  so 

5428.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  But  the  relief  committees  were  not  composed  exclusively 

ot  gentlemen,  or  even  the  majority  of  gentlemen? — Certainly  not.  1 

5429-  The  larger  majority  of  persons  were  not  in  the  station  of  gentlemen 
JNot  m the  station  of  gentlemen. 

5430.  Therefore  you  considered  the  gentlemen  were,  in  fact,  entirely  power- 
less  m doing  good  in  the  district,  so  far  as  the  committees  were  concerned  >— 
i thought  so  to  a great  extent ; it  is  a difficult  question  to  answer.  If  you  bring 
me  to  particular  cases,  I would  say  whether  the  man  had  power  or  not:  for 
instance,  in  Inchecrouan  there  the  chairman  had  power ; he  took  care  not  to 
put  improper  persons  on  the  relief  lists,  and  when  lie  left  the  country  improper 
persons  were  put  upon  the  works. 

Buder'"  M%  S"  Wmlley^  Who  is  thc  cllai™™i  of  that  committee?— Mr. 

5432-  Mr.  Scllcw.]  W ere  there  many  gentlemen  absent  who  had  residences 
111  the  county  ? — I should  think  not, 

5433-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  But  a groat  deal  of  the  land  is  in  the  pos- 
session of  absentees?— Yes,  a great  quantity;  Colonel  Wyndham,  Marquis  of 
of  Conyngham  ^ WeStby  haJ  larSe  Pr0Pe'tics  all  of  them,  and  the  Marquis 

5434*  Chairman.]  Did  the  gentlemen  resident  in  the  respective  districts  gene- 
rally attend  tile  relief  committees  ?— I should  say  not  generally. 

5435-  Were  there  any  of  the  class  of  gentlemen  who en- 
gaged  with  Priest  Welsh  in  speaking  of  the  abuses  of  Government  and  the 
Government  officers  f— Yes  ; there  were  magistrates,  I believe. 

5436-  In  Corofin  ?— Yes. 

5437-  Mr,  Bellow.]  Who  were  the  principal  proprietors  in  Corofin  ?~Mr. 
J'ltzgerald  is,  I believe,  a large  proprietor. 

5438-  Is  he  a resident  ? — He  is  a resident. 

5439-  Was  he  present  ?— He  was  not  present  at  that  time. 

_ sH40,  Mr-  Y hartley.]  Who  was  in  the  chair  on  the  occasion  of  tire  priest 
making  that  attack  upon  you?— On  my  asking  what  excuse  they  had  for  doing 
nothing,  they  called  a gentleman  to  the  chair,  Mr.  O’Loughlin. 

Yes4he'was  Mr'  O Loughlin  brother  >°  the  late  Sir  Michael  O’Loughlin!— 

^f42’  ”ade  Some  distinction  between  the  relief  committees  and  gentlemen 
fiLnV.c  com“lttee.s:  without  referring  to  that  distinctly,  are  we  to  under- 
ia  rom  the  resident  proprietors  you  received  the  countenance  you  had  a 
right  to  expect  as  a Government  officer?— Well,  I think  not;  but  I do  think  they 
were  under  difficulties  I think  the  system  of  intimidation  that  has  been  pur- 

, leaJly  makes  it  dangerous  for  any  man  to  act  as  he  ought  to  act,  or  even 
as  he  would  desire  to  act,  without  peril  of  his  life. 

3443-  You  state  the  obstructions  you  met  with  at  the  hands  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees, 
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mittees,  and  the  absence  of  the  assistance  you  expected,  was  the  effect  of  that, 
in  your  opinion,  greatly  to  increase  the  expenditure  ; the  wasteful  expenditure  of  K- 

the  public  money?— Greatly.  - 

5444.  Was  the  effect  of  that  obstruction,  and  that  want  of  assistance  on  the  1 
part  of  the  relief  committees,  to  increase  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  and  to  risk 

life  from  starvation  and  disease? — Certainly,  the  effect  of  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture, owing  to  the  large  employment  that  was  given,  tended  to  raise  the  price  of 
provisions  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  the  mechanic,  and  the  man  who  would  labour 
with  the  farmer,  or  any  man  who  had  small  wages. 

5445.  Besides  those  effects  you  have  now  adverted  to,  had  the  conduct  of  the 
relief  committees  in  obstructing  you,  and  not  affording  you  the  assistance  you 
required,  and  individual  members  of  them  using  abusive  language  to  the  Govern- 
ment officers,  the  effect  of  exposing  the  officers  to  great  personal  risk  7 — 
Certainly. 

5446.  Was  that  increased  by  the  conduct  of  these  committees? — Very  much, 

I conceive ; if  I had  gone  back  to  Liscannor,  I would  have  had  my  head 
broken. 

5447.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  In  your  letter  of  the  2 2d  March,  towards  the  conclu- 
sion, you  say  “ I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  distress  was  not  the  cause ; 
any  real  distress  was  met  by  the  soup-kitchen,  and  meal  which  they  were  issu- 
ing do  you  mean  to  say  the  riot  was  not  the  result  of  distress  ? — Yes. 

5448.  What  would  you  say  was  the  cause  of  the  riot? — A desire  to  keep  up 
the  abuses  from  which  those  people  who  attacked  me  were  receiving  a rich  harvest. 

5449.  Do  you  think  that  desire  was  at  all  strengthened  by  the  conduct  of  the 
resident  proprietors  ? — I think  it  was;  previous  to  my  arrival  at  the  committee, 
some  members  of  the  committee  had  stated  they  would  petition  Government  to 
double  the  rations ; whether  it  was  general  or  not  I do  not  know ; Sir  Lucius 
O’Brien  did  not  join  in  it,  as  he  joined  with  me  in  expressing  that  he  was  quite 
sure  the  Government  would  not  accede  to  any  such  terms. 

5450.  Your  impression  was,  and  continues  to  be,  if  I understand  you,  that 
this  riot  and  other  opposition  which  the  officers  of  the  Government  encountered, 
was  the  result  of  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  populace,  and  that  that  was 
strengthened  by  the  conduct  of  the  resident  landed  proprietors? — Certainly. 

5451.  Were  there  any  overt  acts  of  the  landed  proprietors  to  which  you 
would  attribute  that  operation  of  the  public  feeling  ? — There  was  a meeting  called 
at  Ennis,  of  the  deputies  of  the  relief  committees,  at  which  meeting  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  violent  speechifying  against  the  Government  and  their  measures. 

.5452.  One  deputy  from  each  committee? — One  or  more  deputies  from  each 
committee. 

5453-  What  was  the  date  ? — It  was  about  the  5th  of  February  ; stating  that 
the  Government  ought  to  have  bought  food;  and  the  consequence  of  their  not 
buying  food  was,  that  the  people  were  starving,  and  that  the  Government  might 
have  saved  lives  by  purchasing  food  and  dispensing  it  at  low  rates  ; and  of  course 
that  created  a great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  ; also  they  took  occasion  at  the  sessions 
to  make  speeches,  in  which  they  ridiculed  the  ideas  of  the  soup  kitchens  having 
any  effect,  and  ridiculed  the  whole  of  the  Relief  Act;  and  the  consequence  wasf 
that  when  it  was  brought  into  operation  it  had  no  beneficial  effect. 

5454-  You  have  drawn  a distinction  between  the  landed  proprietors  and  the 
committees;  you  say  they  were  composed  of  not  more  than  one-sixth  of  landed 
proprietors;  now  were  the  gentlemen  who  attended  those  committees  resident 
proprietors,  or  what  was  their  status  in  society  ? — Several  of  them  were  priests, 
and  several  of  them  were  frieze-coat  men  ; and  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  was  in  the  chair. 

5455-  Was  there  any  exception  to  the  attacks  they  made  upon  the  Govern- 
nieilA  Tt  do  not  th*nk  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  Mr.  William  Fitzgerald,  or  the  Sheriff, 

01  Archdeacon  Whitty,  joined.  Archdeacon  Whitty  left  the  room  when  the 
■violent  language  commenced,  and  said  he  could  not  listen  to  it. 

545b-  Suppose  those  deputies  from  the  committees  had  pursued  an  opposite 
couise,  and  had  supported  the  officers  of  the  Government,  would  they  have 
encountered  those  dangers  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  would  their  lives  have 

een  in  danger? — If  they  had  done  it  as  a body,  certainly  not;  but  they  did  not 

1 as  a body.  Reports  were  spread,  and  it  was  said  ‘f  Mr.  So-and-so  was  the 
nnt^  ° ^°U1  DOt  ^av‘n!=  dry  meal,”  or  “ Mr.  So-and-so  is  the  cause  of  your 
ber  f10K  t*16  W01'ks-”  They  said  so  with  respect  to  Mr.  Tom  Mahon,  a mem- 
0 the  finance  committee,  and  he  got  a notice,  saying  he  was  to  be  shot. 

0<1°5*  S s 5457*  Th*t 


Captain 

Fishbourn?> 


June  1847, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


3i4  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Captain 
E.  liskbournc. 


1 June  1847. 


5457.  That  danger  was  as  much  from  secret  assassination  as  from  mobs  . 
Just  so. 

5458.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  any  proprietors 

employing  labourers  on  private  works  ? — Colonel  Wyndham,  and  Colonel  Svn» 
had  a large  number  for  the  small  property  he  had.  ^ 

5459.  Did  they  employ  men  in  consequence  of  the  distressed  state? I should 

think  so,  in  draining  land,  and  improving  their  properties. 

5460.  Did  you  know  whether  any  others  did  so? — Mr.  Stack  pole,  I think 

had  a large  number;  he  employed  a large  number  on  his  works.  * 

546  2 . Is  that  Dean  Stackpoole  ?— No.  Mr.  Malony,  of  Kiltannon,  employed  a 
large  number,  and  gave  relief  to  a most  extraordinary  extent ; nothin®  could 
be  more  exemplary  than  the  line  he  pursued  all  through. 

5462.  There  is  a vast  deal  of  pasture  land  in  Clare,  is  there  not? A great 

deal,  of  necessity  so.  s 

5463.  And  therefore  a great  deal  of  want  of  employment? — All  through 
Burren  it  is  of  necessity  so  ; you  could  not  till  it ; there  are  sheets  of  rock  but 
there  is  a great  deal  of  land  that  might  be  improved.  Baron  Richards’  property 
might  be  improved  ; he  might  employ  almost  all  the  people  living  on  it.  * 

5464.  So  far  as  you  saw,  did  it  appear  to  you  that  any  general  efforts  were 
made  on  the  part  of  the  landed  proprietors,  independent  of  the  public  works  to 
meet  the  state  of  destitution  ? — Certainly  not. 

5465.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  proprietors  turned  their  workmen  off 
to  get  them  put  on  the  works?— I never  knew  any  instance  of  landed  proprietors- 
small  farmers  did  certainly,  confessedly  so. 

,5466.  Did  they  do  it  to  any  considerable  extent? — I should  think  com- 
pletely so. 

5467.  Mr.  Stafford  O’ Brim .]  Do  you  know  the  tenure  of  Baron  Richards’ 
holding?  I do  not  know;  it  is  a short  life.  It  is  Colonel  Wyndham’s  property. 

5468.  Mr.  Belle'S).]  Did  not  the  system  of  paying  rent  by  work,  when  there 
was  a failure  of  the  potato,  necessarily  oblige  the  landlords  to  discharge  their 
labourers ; were  not  they  obliged  to  discharge  them  for  want  of  something  to 
eat-~I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  of  a landlord  or  of  a gentleman  doing  so. 

5469.  Chairman.]  Was  the  effect  of  the  small  farmers  turning  persons  off 
then-lands  who  had  previously  been  employed  by  them,  and  getting  their  service 
on  the  public  works,  to  leave  the  land  without  tillage  or  cultivation  ?— No 
question  of  it;  there  was  scarcely  any  tillage  that  took  place  until  the  reduction 
on  the  20th  of  March. 

547°-  Mr.  Wortley. J I believe  this  is  not  the  first  service  of  danger  you  have 
been  upon  ; were  you  not  on  the  Niger  Expedition  ?— I was. 


W.  H.  Russell,  Esq, 


William  Howard  Russell,  Esq.  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

CHaiman.]  \VHAT  are  you? — I am  a Parliamentary  Reporter,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Middle  Temple. 

5472.  Do  you  report  for  any  public  newspaper  ?— The  Morning  Chronicle. 

5473.  Were  you  in  Ireland  at  any  period  of  the  last  year,  on  the  duty  of 
making  a report  of  the  proceedings  at  any  of  the  meetings  l— Yes  : I was  sent 
over  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  for  that  purpose. 

5474.  What  meetings  did  you  report? — I may  be  allowed  to  say  I was  scarcely 
sent  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  relief  committees  so  much  as  to  give  infor- 
mation as  to  the  state  of  the  country  generally,  and  as  to  the  working  of  the  relief 
committees  generally,  as  far  as  they  came  to  my  knowledge. 

T .ftP' '1  - 011  ?ttend  that  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  the  1 oth  December  ?— 

I did  attend  a meeting  there  ; I dare  say  it  was  on  that  day. 

Yes  i ?!?  y°U,  SeDd  a rep°,rt  of  the  Proceedings  to  the  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” ? 

?'d  send  8 -report ! but  I should  be  wrong  in  saying  I sent  an  exact 
meet1  r Procee.  lng-  ’ I attended  the  relief  committee,  and  found  it  was  not 
toTleifer  °f  16  re  ‘ef  ,com™ttee  Properly  so  called  ; I merely  sent  as  appended 

to  a letter  some  remarks  with  respect  to  the  proceedings 

nor?— tea  76  ^ “ rep°rt  in  the  “ Clare  Joilraal  ” of  a me  eting  at  Liscan- 

meSnftn  S,  fuThed,  b?  Tou  ?— It  was.  I gave  it  gratuitously  as  a compli- 
ment to  the  echtor,  there  being  no  reporter  theref 

of  Jn4n9;'n  t1  y rrfer  page  63> in  the  Printetl  extracts,  purporting  to  be  a report 

report  1 s t,on  at  Llst-'i>onor,  and  tell  the  Committee  if  you  furnished  that 
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Clare  Journal , Monday,  December  21. 
The  Investigation  at  Liscannoh. 


W.  H.  Russell,  Esc 
1 June  1847. 


A meeting  of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee  was  held  on  Thursday  last,  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  certain  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  G.  Westropp,  on  the  part  of 
the  tenantry  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  to  whom  he  is  agent,  against  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.  and 
other  members  of  the  committee,  with  reference  to  their  conduct  in  selectiim-  the  destitute 
poor  for  the  public  works.  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p?,  Major  Mac- 
namara,  m.p.,  Mr.  J.  Macnamara,  Captain  Morris,  coast-guard  officer,  the  Rev.  Mr,  Shan- 
non, Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  Board  of  Works,  Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  Mr. 
Galway,  &c.  &c.,  and  a large  assemblage  of  people  remained  outside  the  house  while  the 
inquiry  (which  seemed  to  excite  great  interest  in  the  district)  lasted. 

Major  Macnamara  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  secretary  havino-  read  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  proceedings,  0 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  proceeded  to  address  the  meeting  with  a brief  exhortation  to  them 
to  conduct  themselves  peaceably,  and  hear  all  parties  alike.  At  the  last  meeting,  when 
those  charges  had  been  preferred  against  him,  he  might  have  expressed  in  very  strong  terms 
what  he  thought  of  them,  and  he  might  have  alluded  to  a conspiracy  against  him.  °Taken 
by  surprise,  as  he  had  been,  no  doubt  he  had  done  so,  but  it  was  all  owing  to  the  chairman 
having,  as  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  considered,  very  improperly  read  documents  with  which  that 
meeting  had  nothing  whatever  to  do.  He  was  taken  by  surprise,  for  he  found  himself 
abused  in  those  documents  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  he  found  that  Dean  Stackpoole,  a 
reverend  dignitary  of  the  church,  was  spoken  of,  as  being  desirous  that  an  inquiry  should 
take  place  into  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s)  conduct.  If  he  had  not  been  taken  by  surprise,  it  was 
very  likely  he  should  not  have  used  those  expressions,  and  he  would  have  waited  until  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  Dean  Stackpoole  himself,  and  telling  him  what  he  thought 
of  his  conduct.  He  had  never  in  his  life  shrunk  from  expressing  his  opinion,  but  it  was  not 
very  wonderful  if  taken  by  surprise,  as  he  had  been,  he  had  used  warm  language  at  the 
moment.  As  to  the  documents  themselves,  he  would  say,  that  private  correspondence 
should  not  have  formed  any  portion  of  the  subject-matter  of  inquiry,  which  should  have 
been  confined  solely  to  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works.  It  was  the  private 
letter  of  Mr.  Westropp  to  Captain  Wynne  that  contained  everything  insulting  to  his  feel- 
ings. A very  polished  report  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day  was  given  in  the  "Clare 
Journal,’’  and  the  reporter,  in  tenderness  to  him  (Mr.  O’Brien),  would  not  put  forward  what 
he  said  in  reference  to  Dean  Stacpoole,  but  that  report  had  not  contained  much  of  the 
charges  made  against  him  in  the  second  letter.  If  that  letter  had  appeared  in  the  report, 
no  one  would  have  been  astonished  at  his  indignantly  replying  to  it.  The  letter,  of  the 
Board  of  Works  to  Captain  Wynne  directed  the  present  inquiry  to  be  made  with  respect  to 
the  first  letter  from  Mr.  Westropp  direct  to  the  Board.  The  inquiry  must,  therefore,  be 
strictly  confined  to  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenantry  have  been 
excluded  from  the  works  to  the  advantage  of  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s)  tenantry.  And  he  had  no 
doubt,  come  what  might,  but  that  he  would  be  able  to  make  out  a rebutting  case. 

Captain  Wynne  did  not  think  that  anything  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  O’Brien  required 
an  answer  on  his  part.  All  he  had  to  say  was,  that  he  had  come  there  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  to  investigate  certain  charges  made  against  a member  of  a relief  committee, 
which  had  been  referred  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Works.  At  their  last  meeting,  he  thought 
he  had  brought  forward  those  charges  in  a way  least  calculated  to  give  offence ; and  he  did 
feel  aggrieved  when  he  was  accused  of  conspiracy  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty. 
However,  he  thought  the  best  course  for  him  to  adopt  would  be  to  make  no  further  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  and  he  begged  to  disclaim  being  mixed  up  with  the  persons 
who  sought  this  inquiry,  or  with  the  result  of  it. 

Major  Macnamara.  1 have  a long  way  to  go  home.  Had  you  not  better  get  on  with 
the  charge  ? 

Captain  Wynne  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  was  his  duty  not  only  to  hear  complaints  of 
abuses,  but  to  search  for  them  in  the  most  diligent  way  possible;  but  there  was  a delicacy 
in  his  doing  so  at  present,  because  Mr.  O’Brien  had  imputed  personal  motives  to  him,  and 
he  therefore  could  not  discharge  his  duty  to  its  full  extent.  He  had  now  finished  all  he 
had  to  say,  and  was  ready  to  hear  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  in  Mr.  Westropp’s 
letter.  If  there  was  any  one  present  to  represent  Mr.  Westropp  or  Dean  Stackpoole,  let  him 
come  forward. 

Mr.  O'Brien  begged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  a few  questions  before  the  inquiry  com- 
menced. On  what  day  did  he  write  to  Mr.  Westropp  with  respect  to  his  charge? 

^Ptam  Wynne.  The  day  after  I received  it. 

Mr.  O Brien.  Did  Captain  Wynne  write  any  communication  to  the  secretary  or  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  subject? 

Captain  Wynne.  I wrote  to  the  secretary,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  day  we 
could  meet  for  the  inquiry.  As  to  the  second  letter  of  Mr.  Westropp,  it  appeared  to  me 
0 be  a public  document;  it  was  not  marked  private,  and  it  stated  that  Dean  Stackpoole 
re9'Jested  me  10  make  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  O'Brien.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a man  ofbusiness,  Captain  Wynne? 

Captain  Wynne.  Why,  I have  not  been  bred  to  business  certainly,  as  I have  been  an 
army  man,  but 

O.105.  S S 2 * Mr. 
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Mr.  O'Brien.  But  you  consider  yourself  a man  of  business  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  Why  I have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  been  bred 


f June  184.7.  I endeavour  to  do  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 


111  aa  office,  but 

Mr.  O'Brien.  And  do  you,  sir,  consider  it  regular  or  fit  in  a public  assembly  call  H t 
another  purpose,  to  call  on  the  chairman  to  read  advertisements  not  at  all  connect*  1 -a 
the  meeting  ? ccea 

Captain  Wynne.  I do  not  think  it  becoming  to  give  any  opinion  on  my  own  conduct  - tl 
I will  leave  to  others.  I never  sought  publicity  for  this  business,  but  as  it  has  obtained'? 
the  public  will  judge  by  it  whether  I have  done  my  duty  or  not.  ea  Il» 

Mr.  O’Brien.  When  I used  the  word  “conspiracy  ” at  the  last  meeting  I must  sav  I 
not  apply  it  to  any  particular  person ; it  would  have  been  time  for  me  “to  have  done  tW 
when  the  facts  came  to  light.  nat 

Captain  Wynne.  I was  distinctly  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  O’Brien  alluded  to  m 


Mr.  O'Brien  said  he  did  not  require  any  apology  whatever. 

The  Secretary  having  read  copies  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Westropp,  accusing  Mr.  O’Briea 
and  Mr.  Macnamara,  as  members  of  the  relief  committee,  of  putting  their  comfortable  tenants' 
on  the  works,  and  passing  over  the  destitute  people  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  estate. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  there  was  any  one  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole  or  his  tenant™ 
who  had  complaints  to  make  ? ' 

} e|Mr‘  O B™11-  Let  them  come  forward  if  they  have  ; they  have  nothing  to  apprehend 

After  a good  deal  of  confusion  and  shouting  for  various  persons  who  did  not  appear  apo- 
hceman  was  sent  to  the  outer  door  to  call  in  the  complainants,  and 

Mr.  Macnamara  meantime  addressed  the  meeting,  and  complained  that  he,  as  a member 
of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  had  not  been  treated  with  courtesy.  He  charged  the 
whole  matter  as  “ a conspiracy.”  There  was  immense  injustice  in  the  way  in  which  relief 
was  given,  and  Liscannor  was  very  badly  treated  in  respect  to  its  neighbours.  In  the  parish 
of  Killilagh  for  instance e 

The  Chairman.  Oh  ! no  ! no  ! no  ! order,  order  ! This  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
matter  before  us —(laughter.) 

Again  proclamation  was  made  for  any  tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  to  come  forward,  but 
no  one  appeared. 

Mr.  C.  O'Brien  complained  bitterly  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Westropp. 

Captain  Wynne  agreed  with  him  in  thinking  that  Mr.  Westropp  should  have  been  pre- 
•«>  t/  ■ thouSht  he.had  not  acted  very  properly  in  this  affair. 

-4  Voice.  If  there  is  an  adjournment,  never  fear,  Mr.  Westropp  will  be  here,  or  send  an 
attorney.  1 * 

0 said  he  thought  he  would  be  acquitted  of  the  most  disgraceful  charge  that 
could  be  made  against  a human  being.  He  knew  of  no  punishment  too  severe  for  the  man 
w 10  doled  out  public  charity  with  partiality.  But  so  far  from  having  incurred  it,  he  had 
a<  op  ed  a completely  opposite  course.  By  his  means,  the  works  were  stopped  at  one  time, 
because  the  most  destitute  had  not  been  employed,  and  the  first  thing  the  committee  had 
clone  alter  that  was  to  provide  work  for  a man  living  on  the  Stackpoole  estate.  From  day 
to  day  they  had  been  employed  in  revising  the  lists,  and  putting  out  comfortable  men  to 
put  the  more  destitute  in  their  places,  and  as  a reward  for  their  labour,  they  were  treated 
as  it  they  were  public  robbers,  who  were  putting  money  in  the  pockets  of  their  tenants  that 
they  might  pay  their  rents. 

A reverend  member  of  the  relief  committee  stated,  that  he  never  heard  of  any  of  Dean 
Stackpoole  s tenants. 

A tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s,  James  Falty,  then  came  forward  and  gave  a very  con- 
tused statement,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  disclaimed  having  any  complaint  against 
’ 1 At  °.ne  time  they  were  going  to  send  up  a letter  to  the  Board  of  Works, 

and  Mr.  Westropp  said  they  ought  to  do  so  if  they  had  any  complaint  to  make.  He  had 

- _ 8 .to  Mr.  Westropp  that  gale.  He  held  five  acres  of  land  at  Gl.  a year, 
charge  ^ ^rien'  Lid  Daniel  Naylon  threaten  you,  if  you  did  not  bring  forward  these 

plaints^"  ^ n0t>  sa^  we  bac*  a right  to  come  forward  and  prove  our  com- 

Mr.  O’Brien.  This  same  Dan.  Naylon  inflicted  a most  atrocious  injury  on  a poor  fisher- 
woman,  named  Jenny  Mantle,  about  20  years  ago.  I was  then  a young  man  at  my  profes- 
smn  ; this  poor  woman  came  to  me,  and,  moved  by  her  story,  I wrote  to  this  Naylon,  and 
*W?u  d bre  h,im  bef°re  a court  of  J «stice.  He  was  alarmed,  and  gave  her  resti- 
tution but  from  that  day  to  this  I never  shall  be  forgiven  for  that  act;  he  never  will 
forget  it,  and  in  this  way  do  I account  for  that  extraordinary  conspiracy  against  me.  Dean 
Stackpoole  was  represented  m our  committee;  one  of  his  tenants  was  there.  But  did  lie  ever 
wnte  to  us  . Never.  Mr.  Westropp  never  came  near  us  while  he  was  in  the  county. 
BanidJSaylon  No,  but  he  wrote  to  one  of  the  committee,  Father  Tom  Shannon, 
lhe  Kev.  Mr.  Shannon  explained  that  he  certainly  had  received  a letter,  stating  that  a 
mail  named  Hogan  wanted  work,  and  that  very  man  was  put  on  the  works  the  following 

phhit*  ^ S°  you  see  the  only  instance  when  he  wrote  to  us,  we  attended  to  his  com- 

R.  Nagle, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  317 

R.  Nagle,  another  tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  was  next  called  forward  and  stated  that  he 
had  no  reason  to  complain. 

Several  witnesses  were  brought  forward,  and  m reply  to  Captain  Wynne,  stated  they  had 
no  cause  of  complaint  against  the  committee,  or  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  that  they  did  not  know  of 
any  unfit  persons  having  been  placed  on  the  works. 

Mr.  O'Brien  said  he  felt  that  Captain  Wynne’s  questions  were  put  for  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s) 
sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

Captain  Wynne  then  inquired  of  Naylon  if  he  had  anything  to  complain  of,  who  answered 
in  the  negative.  ... 

After  some  further  inquiry  into  cases  of  a similar  nature,  and  a little  confusion  occasioned 
by  the  violence  of  a man,  who  did  not  appear  to  know  very  well  what  he  had  to  say,  and  who 
was  ejected  from  the  room  by  the  combined  exertions  of  a priest  and  a policeman,  the  pro- 
ceedings were  declared  to  be  at  an  end,  when 

Captain  Wynne,  addressing  the  chairman,  said,  I believe  we  may  now  bring  this  investiga- 
tion to  a close  ; I beg  to  assure  you  it  has  been  to  me  a most  painful  one,  and  has  been  un- 
dertaken by  me  under  circumstances  that  left  me  no  choice. 

The  charges  brought  against  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  committee  were  of  a serious  character, 
and  injustice  to  those  gentlemen,  I assure  you  I gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  stating 
that  from  any  evidence  brought  forward  this  day,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a shadow  of' 
foundation  for  them. 

Mr.  Gamble.  There  is  not  the  smallest  evidence  in  support  of  them. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  I hope  Captain  Wynne  will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  report  that  Mr.  West- 
ropp  did  not  attend.  If  that  gentleman  had  the  smallest  compassion  in  such  a year  as 
this,  he  would  not  have  taken  rent  from  his  poor  tenantry.  He  would  have  told  them  to 
take  back  their  money  and  buy  meal  with  it. 

The  Chairman  then  declared  that  the  inquiry  had  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
persons  present,  and 

Mr.  O'Brien  received  the  congratulations  of  his  friends  on  the  result. 

The  meeting  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  relief,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  J.  Macnumara  and  several  other  persons  made  strong  representations  as  to  the 
necessity  for  increased  works.  The  people  were  starving  before  their  eyes,  and  the  wages 
given  by  the  Board  could  never  keep  them  alive. 

Mr.  O'Brien  observed  that  it  was  perfectly  impossible  that  a man,  with  a family  of  10, 
could  maintain  life  in  them  on  5 s.  a week,  when  wheat  was  at  3 s.  a stone,  and  flour  at 
2s.  8d.  If  this  was  a system  of  relief,  the  Government  should  give  wages  high  enough  to 
enable  the  labourer  to  give  his  family  enough  of  bread,  otherwise  there  is  no  use  in  this 
enormous  outlay. 

Mr.  Gamble  promised  that  he  would  extend  the  works  ns  far  as  practicable,  and  would 
give  immediate  directions  for  the  employment  of  00  men  more. 

Mr.  J.  Macnamara.  By  G — d I’ll  resign  to-morrow.  There  should  be  at  least  300  put 
on_the  works  at  once.  I can’t  stand  this,  and  l won’t  I 
Some  routine  business  being  disposed  of,  the  court  adjourned,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works  retired. 

I should  say  I furnished  that ; I suppose  it  is  a correct  copy ; I was  told  that 
no  reporter  was  there  from  the  Clare  Journal ; the  reason  why  I sent  that 
report  to  the  “Morning  Chronicle”  was,  that  I mentioned  in  a former  letter 
there  was  a good  deal  of  violence  at  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon,  and  1 thought 
it  only  just  to  send  a report  of  that  investigation  afterwards,  as  it  had  reference  to 
the  former  proceedings. 

5480.  Do  you  believe  that  that  is  substantially  a correct  statement  of  what  took 
place  ? — Yes,  I do  ; I may  say  there  were  great  difficulties  to  reporting,  because 
there  was  a great  pressure  and  a great  crowd  of  people. 

5481.  Mr.  Borthvnck.  1 It  is  correct  so  far  as  it  goes  ? — Certainly  correct  so 
far  as  it  goes. 

5482.  Chairman.']  I think  you  stated  that  part  of  your  employment  and  duty 
"as  to  make  a personal  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  the 
state  of  the  country  ? — That  was  the  main  object  for  which  I was  sent. 

5403.  Did  you  do  that  in  the  Liscannor  district  ? — No,  I had  no  opportunity  ; 
1 a1sea  coast  district  without  a town  or  inn. 

54M-  In  what  district  did  you  make  the  inquiries? — In  several;  but  I must 
ay  that  generally  I found  it  impossible  to  execute  my  duties  when  I arrived  on 
a spot,  particularly  on  my  first  visit  to  Clare;  I found  there  were  so  many  con- 
c mg  statements  as  to  any  one  fact,  as  to  make  it  a matter  of  great  difficulty 
ohr5C!itam  W^°  wascorrect;  and  the  state  of  things  there  was  such  that  I am 
to  confess  my  inability  to  discover  the  truth, 
tai  ^°U  **  impossible,  although  you  went  for  the  purpose  to  ascer- 

asem6^0  ^ ^oca^  inquiry  and  investigation,  any  facts? — The  facts  I could 
a,ln  ^fre  not  so  important  as  I could  wish,  and  they  could  scarcely  be  put 
aJjj  the  view  I was  sent  for. 

tn  1-  DiV°-“  conflicting  statements  on  almost  every  fact  you  were  sent 
i ^ gate  ?-Iu  every  instance  nearly. 

°-’°5-  9 s 3 5487- 
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5487.  Was  distress  very  prevalent?—!  saw  many  facts  to  induce  me  to  believe 
there  was  much  misery  and  distress  among  the  people,  but  at  the  same  time  I am 
convinced  there  was  a good  deal  of  imposition  and  exaggeration. 

5488.  Was  that  on  the  part  of  the  applicants  for  relief,  or  on  the  part  of  the 
relief  committees  who  put  them  011  the  lists? — Of  the  conduct  of  the  relief 
committees  I know  nothing  except  from  hearsay.  The  remarks  I made  are  with 
reference  to  applications  which  were  without  foundation.  In  some  cases  it  came 
to  my  own  knowledge,  that  there  were  persons  employed  who  had  no  claim  to 
assistance  on  the  ground  of  destitution,  and  were  not  fit  objects  for  relief. 

54S9.  Do  you  know  of  persons  applying  who  were  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances?— I know  the  case  of  a tenant  who  had,  as  he  informed  me  personally,  a 
considerable  tract  of  land,  and  by  his  own  statement,  was  in  comparatively  com- 
fortable circumstances,  paying  a large  rental.  I think  60/.  a year. 

5490.  A tenant  of  whom? — I think  of  Major  Macnamara. 

5491.  Did  you  ascertain  many  cases  of  that  description  where  persons  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  were  put  on? — Two  or  three. 

5492.  Mr.  Thornelg.]  Did  you  report  of  the  condition  of  the  county  of  Clare 
generally? — Yes,  those  were  my  instructions. 

5493.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  whether  a report  published  in  the 
“ Morning  Chronicle,”  as  to  the  condition  of  the  tenants  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  was  very 
much  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  a landlord  ? — Yes,  1 saw  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
tenants  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  estate,  and  they  were  well  housed. 
I11  fact  the  cottages  I saw  belonging  to  Mr.  O’Brien  were  more  comfortable  than 
those  in  many  of  the  very  best  parts  of  Ireland. 

,5494.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  tenants  so  circumstanced  were  put 
upon  the  relief  lists  for  work  ? — There  is  no  case,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  of 
any  man  living  in  one  of  those  houses  having  been  on  the  public  works,  but  I 
heard  there  were  several.  There  was  one  in  particular  who  was  pointed  out  to 
me  as  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s ; he  was  on  the  works,  but  I know  nothing  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  case. 

5495.  Is  a person  of  the  name  of  Daly  the  man  you  are  alluding  to?— No;  I 
do  not  know  the  man’s  name,  and  I merely  mention  the  case  as  it  was  told  to  me. 
Daly  was  the  man  who  applied  to  be  put  on  the  works  instead  of  his  horse. 

5496.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  present  when  he  applied? — He  had  been  standing  by 
my  side,  but  retired  almost  immediately  to  give  directions  to  his  clerk. 

5497.  What  directions? — That  this  man  should  be  allowed  to  have  his  own 
labour  substituted  for  that  of  his  horse. 

5498.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  in  a gig  with  you  at  the  time  ? — No. 

5499.  Mr.  Bellew.']  The  Reports  of  December  14  and  17,  and  January  1st, 
are  correct  statements,  are  they  not  ? — I hope  so ; so  far  as  I know  they  are. 

(The  following  Reports  were  put  in,  and  read :) 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  MORNING  CHRONICLE. 

Monday , 14  December  1846. 

The  Present  Condition  of  Ireland. 

[From  our  Correspondent.] 

Ennis,  Clare,  8 December. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  which  I received,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  present  com 
dition  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  public  works  throughout  e 
country,  and  the  general  results  of  the  great  change  which  has  been  effected  in  the  social 
system  of  the  people  through  the  failure  of  their  ordinary  means  of  subsistence,  I proceed™ 
to  Ennis,  the  chief  town  in  the  county  of  Clare,  where  the  destitution  of  the  people,  e 
extent  of  those  works,  and  the  amount  of  turbulence  and  disorder  are  greater  than  in  any 
other  district  in  Ireland. 

In  the  statements  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  public  through  your  colom  ^ 
you  may  rely  on  the  absence  of  any  false  colouring  or  exaggeration,  and  the  detail  01 
facts  which  I may  ascertain  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry  will,  I trust,  be  received  wit 
credit  which  should  be  attached  to  the  report  of  a disinterested  and,  I hope,  impartia  eye- 
witness and  observer. 

It  is,  indeed,  almost  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  real  condition  of  this  country, 
anarchy  of  misery  rules  over  all.  Violence  and  famine  walk  hand-in-hand  throug  ou  ^ 
land,  and  paralyze  every  effort  either  to  control  the  one  or  alleviate  the  other.  lus  ^ 
uniting  with  each  other  in  some  systematic  attempt  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  m ^ ^ 
gentry  too  often  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  from  the  path  of  public  duty  by  fee 
private  nature,  or  yield  to  combinations  which  they  should  at  any  risk  withstand  an 
come.  The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  complain  of  the  landlords.  They  say  ® 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  them  receive  them  with  suspicion,  throw  every  obstacle  ^ 
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oath  and  by  their  favouritism,  pusillanimous  conduct,  and  disunion,  frustrate  their  attempts 
to  execute  their  objects.  The  gentry,  on  the  other  hand,  charge  those  officers  with  in- 
efficiency, mal-administration  of  their  offices,  misdirection  of  labour,  and  general  mis- 
management. Many  of  the  relief  committees  are  consequently  turned  into  arenas  of  acri- 
monious personal  debate,  and  the  time  which  should  be  occupied  in  prudent  cool  discussion 
and  deliberation,  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  is  lost  in  angry  controversies  and  recrimina- 
nations.  While  all  this  is  moving  as  it  were  over  the  surface,  there  is  a growing  power 
beneath  to  which  every  day  is  adding  fresh  strength  and  energy.  An  armed  and  almost 
stanino-  peasantry — feeling  their  influence  in  the  midst  of  all  this  confusion— have  appa- 
rently united  in  a combination  to  carry  out  their  objects  by  any  deed  of  violence.  They 
have  proved  too  often  that  their  threats  are  not  mere  empty  vapourings,  and  they  feel  a 
perfect  security  in  the  commission  of  crime,  aware  that  the  arm  of  the  law  is  palsied,  and 
that  in  this  county  at  least  it  is  at  present  dead,  both  in  spirit  and  letter.  The  overseers  on 
the  public  works,  the  gangsmen,  engineers  and  inspectors,  the  members  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees, are  met  on  every  side  by  threats  and  intimidation,  which  are  too  often  successful. 
Everv  one  wants  to  get  on  the  public  works — every  one  wants  to  get  his  son  or  his  brother,' 
his  relative  or  his  friend,  on  the  public  works.  They  all  seem  to  think  that  it  is  so  much 
money  to  be  given  away  about  the  country,  and  that  they  may  as  well  get  their  share. 
From  the  poor  cottier  up  to  the  small  farmer  of  16  or  18  acres,  with  two  or  three  cows,  this 
seems  to  be  their  chief  aim  and  ambition,  and  vengeance  is  vowed  against  those  who 
attempt  10  thwart  it. 

There  are  in  the  county  of  Clare  at  least  270,000  inhabitants,  a considerable  increase 
having  taken  place  in  the  population  since  the  census  of  1841.  Of  these  1 36,000  are  males, 
of  whom  about  70,000  are  15  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  numbers  employed  on  the 
public  works  in  Clare  at  this  very  moment  are  close  upon  40,000  souls.  As  the  proportion 
of  women  and  children  is  very  small,  and  making  allowances  for  the  better  classes,  gentry, 
tradespeople  in  towns,  and  fanners,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  at  the  very  lowest  calcu- 
lation, three-fourths  of  the  peasantry  of  the  county  are  at  this  time  employed  in  repairs  on 
old  roads,  or  in  making  new  ones,  while  the  remainder  are  clamouring  for  food  and  work. 
The  sum  expended  on  these  unproductive  works  in  this  county  alone  amounts  to  about 
17,000/.  a week.  Hereafter  I will  examine  the  character  of  the  relief  afforded  by  those 
works,  and  state  the  results  of  my  inquiry  into  the  moral  effects  of  the  system,  as  well  as  its 
practical  utility.  Scarcely  an  hour  has  passed  since  my  arrival,  which  clid  not  bear  with  it 
the  report  of  some  outrage.  On  Saturday  a man  named  Iiennessy,  a gangsman  at  Clare, 
returning  to  his  home  early  in  the  evening,  was  fired  at  and  perforated  with  shot.  Such  is 
the  system  of  terrorism — such  the  dread  of  the  combination  which  exists,  that  two  soldiers 
who  were  a little  in  advance  of  him,  as  well  as  a person  who  was  in  his  company,  ran  away 
the  moment  the  shot  was  fired,  and  left  the  wounded  man  to  his  fate.  Nay  more,  so  far  has 
the  present  state  of  things  silenced  the  voice  of  humanity  and  feeling  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  a messenger  could  be  procured  to  fetch  a 
doctor  for  the  bleeding  man.  What  has  been  the  result  of  this  ? The  works  on  which 
Hennessy  was  engaged  have  been  stopped.  Thousands  have  been  thrown  on  the  world  to 
starve.  They  have  been  told  that  the  works  will  not  be  renewed  till  the  perpetrators  of  this 
outrage  are  delivered  to  justice ; and  still,  with  a desperate  fidelity  to  those  men,  or  in  terror 
of  the  vengeance  which  they  might  expect  inconsequence,  they  declare  their  ignorance  of 
-the  criminal.  The  officers  of  the  works  feel  the  hardship  inflicted  on  thousands  of  unhappy 
creatures  for  the  crimes  of  a few — but,  as  they  say  themselves,  as  indeed  every  one  here 
says,  in  answer  to  any  representation  of  a grievance  or  injustice,  “ What  can  we  do  ? ” Un- 
less some  signal  example  be  made,  no  man  dare  venture  near  the  works.  One  officer,  an 
inspector  under  the  Board,  resigned  because  he  was  literally  kidnapped  and  kept  a prisoner 
for  some  time  by  the  peasantry ; and  there  is  an  engineer  here  who  has  been  carried  off  up 
the  mountains,  and  kept  in  close  confinement,  without  food,  in  order,  as  his  captors  told 
him,  that  “he  might  know  what  hunger  was,”  no  less  than  three  times.  On  one  occasion 
there  was  a sort  of  battle  between  the  people  of  two  parishes  to  §ee  who  would  have  him 
hist.  This  gentleman  has  since  exchanged  with  another  officer.  Yesterday  some  more 
^0r*8  were  stopped  in  consequence  of  an  outrage  offered  to  one  of  the  officers.  He  was 
popped  by  a party  of  armed  men,  who,  with  a pistol  to  his  head,  made  him  take  an  oath 
a he  would  place  40  men,  whose  names  they  gave  him  in  a list,  on  the  works.  He  did 
accordingly,  and  this  circumstance  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  engineer,  the  works  were 
mmediately  stopped.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease.  It  is 
a y a frightful  thing  to  turn  some  thousands  of  miserable  wretches  on  the  world  to  starve 
r 0 plunder,  for  they  have  but  these  alternatives ; but  then,  “ What  are  we  to  do  ? ” In 
8p!Lmetantlme  labour  is  suspended  in  the  fields.  The  farmers  have  got  rid  of  their  farm 
It ' ants,and  labourers,  who  flock  to  the  towns  in  search  of  employment  on  “the  works.” 
the*8  66  fi  *^at  'n  many  instances  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  those  very  farmers  share 
and  ^r°  . t*1.e*r.  servants’  labour.  Even  the  influence  of  the  priesthood  is  undermined, 

uarkh  diminishing  in  this  terrible  struggle  of  turbulence  and  famine.  Yesterday  a 

^Pnest  was  accused  in  a relief  committee,  by  members  of  his  own  flock,  “ of  placing  those 
sendi  w . s w.b°  paid  his  dues  best ! ” Every  day  the  members  of  the  relief  committees  are 
their  m tae’r  rasignations.  They  say  they  are  not  protected  by  the  Government — that 
of  th  'V6fS  *** n0t  8afe  fbey  attempt  to  execute  their  duties.  The  gentry  are  full  of  stories 
altoEreth  and  deeds  of  violence.  The  relief  committee  of  the  town  of  Clare  have  yielded 
* cent  1 ^ ^ear  intimidation,  and  have  declared  they  are  afraid  to  meet.  Last  night 
eman  named  Samson  left  the  hotel  where  I am  staying,  for  the  purpose  of  returning 
l°5-  s s 4 
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W.  H.  Russell,  Esq.  to  liis  residence  at  Tulla,  and  came  back  in  less  than  half  an  hour  in  a state  f 

agitation,  to  say  that  three  of  his  horses  had  been  shot  close  to  the  town  and  h p.tleme 

1 June  1847.  presence,  as  they  were  returning  to  his  farm,  under  carts  which  he  had  sent  into  'f''V 
laden  with  flour.  He  saw  one  of  the  very  men  who  committed  the  deed  pass  h‘  ma  ^ 
road,  armed  with  a gun,  and  cross  into  a ditch,  as  he  believes,  for  the  purpose  ofUfi-'>n 
him ; but,  although  lie  had  pistols  with  him,  he  did  not  dare  to  use  them.  Tlie  uol‘  "U“  at 
immediately  sent  out,  but  as  one  of  the.  persons  present  observed,  “ they" might  as  well 
been  sent  to  sift  the  sea-sand  for  the  philosopher’s  stone.”  He  himself  returned  to  hi  1 . 
accompanied  by  three  policemen,  in  his  gig,  and  armed  to  the  teeth.  Not  lono-  ao-0  'a  *°USe 
of  men  walked  into  the  house  of  this  gentleman  in  the  noon-day,  and  havino-  placed’  hi^ 
his  knees,  and  sworn  him  not  to  take  proceedings  against  any  of  the  party  whom  he  mi  H 
recognize,  took  all  the  arms  they  could  find.  It  is  a matter  of  the  commonest  occurred 
to  see  a countryman  strolling  about  with  a new  fowling-piece  under  his  arm:  and  the  small 
.country  gunsmiths  are  busied  day  and  night  in  repairing  all  sorts  of  fire-arms  Case-  f 
guns  and  pistols  are  imported  from  Birmingham  to  every  country  town,  and  disposed  { 
as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  obtained.  Every  one  says,  “the  worst  is  to  come.”  iVrefe? 
ence  to  this  subject,  however,  it  is  to  be  believed  that  much  needless  alarm  exist 
Sufficient  consideration  is  not  paid  to  the  circumstance  that,  up  to  a very  recent  period' 
the  Irish  peasantry  had  no  right  to  carry  arms;  that  they  are  naturally  very  fond  of  field 
sports,  and  that  the  exercise  of  a right  but  newly  acquired  is,  from  its  very  novelty  and 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  was  acquired,  in  this  particular  instance  ant  to 
be  carried  to  an  excess.  No  doubt,  too,  but  that  many  of  these  purchases  of  arms  have 
been  made  by  the  better  orders  of  farmers,  who  are  afraid  of  attacks  on  their  propertv 
and  who  are  tempted  to  buy  them  by  the  great  cheapness  of  the  Birminoham  importa’ 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  circular,  calling  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to°the  provisions 
ot  the  Whiteboy  Act,  whereby  persons  are  forbidden  to  appear  armed  by  day  orbvnisrht 
except  on  their  lawful  occasions,  is  not  looked  upon  as  likely  to  be  of  very  material 
service  in  meeting  the  evil,  which  certainly  exists  to  a very  alarming  extent.  While  «uch 
is  the  aspect  of  affairs  at  present,  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  still  more  appalling-.  ~0u 
every  side,  we  hear  invectives  and  accusations  against  the  Government  for  their  apathy 
and  neglect.  They  are  blamed  for  not  taking  steps  to  send  supplies  of  food  into  the 
country,  and  the  people  here  seem  to  think  that  this  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a Government 
Private  speculation  is  hampered,  they  say,  by  violence,  or  checked  by  want  of  capital.  No 
one  will  embark  his  money  m purchases  of  grain  or  flour,  when  his  stores  may  be  plundered, 
Ins  carts  stopped,  and  his  horses  shot.  In  their  mistaken  madness  the  peasantry  imao-ine 
that  if  they  keep  the  supplies  of  food  within  the  baronies  where  it  is  produced,  they  will 
be  sure  to  get  it  at  a lower  price  than  if  it  were  brought  into  the  markets;  and  acting  on 
that  idea,  by  hindering  the  operations  of  trade,  and  the  free  transmission  of  corn  to  the 
markets,  they  increase  the  very  misery  they  seek  to  remedy.  Food  is  augmenting  in  price 
eveiy  day,  and  a person  on  whose  trustworthiness  and  means  of  information  I have  strong 
reliance,  assured  me,  that  there  is  not,  at  present,  six  weeks’  sustenance  in  the  whole 
country.  I he  reason  assigned  for  the  outrage  on  Mr.  Samson’s  horses  last  night,  to  which 
, alIl’ded,  is,  that  he  had  sent  in  his  corn  to  Ennis  to  get  is.  3d.  a stone  for  it,  though 
e declares  he  offered  to  sell  it  at  ] s.  a stone  in  Tulla.  Hereafter  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  causes  of  the  state  of  things  which  I have  attempted  to  describe, 
and  to  lay  before  you  minute  details  of  the  absolute  condition  of  the  people,  at  which  I 
nave  thus  hastily  and  generally  glanced. 

On  the  day  after  my  arrival,  I proceeded  from  Ennis  to  Tulla,  a district  where  public 
works  nave  been  carried  on  to  a great  extent,  and  where  disturbances  also  have  been  very- 
general,  In  consequence  of  repeated  outrages  on  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  it  was 
ielt  necessary  by  the  Irish  Government,  a short  time  back,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  those 
works,  as  a salutary  lesson  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  barony.  This  step  had  the  desired 
effect.  The  people  were  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  their  folly,  and  having  expressed  their 
regret  and  contrition,  the  works  were  resumed,  and  are  now  in  full  progress.  From  Eonis 
to  the  town  of  Tulla,  the  road  for  10  miles  passes  through  a gently  undulating  country,  with 
a wide  extent  of  arable  land,  divided  at  intervals  by  patches  of  bog  or  marsh  land,  suscepti- 
ble of  great  improvement  by  the  simplest  operations  of  drainage.  At  a short  distance  from 
tne  former  town  my  progress  on  this  road  was  interrupted  by  the  first  of  the  public  works 
w ~.“a°  witnessed.  About  50  men  and  boys,  the  great  mass  of  whom  were  appa- 
rently farm  labourers  or  small  cottier  tenants,  were  employed  in  breaking  up  one  portion  of 
tlie  roadway,  leaving  just  space  enough  between  the  hedge  and  the  scene  of  their  operations 
lor  the  car  to  pass.  Poor,  famine-stricken  creatures  the  most  of  them  were,  tall,  sinewy 
men,  shrunk  up  as  it  were  with  hunger,  but  working  with  all  the  strength  they  had  left, 
they  worked  in  gangs  of  about  15,  each  gang  being  superintended  by  a person  appointed 
® engineers  of  the  work.  The  hoys  and  old  men  broke  stones  for  road  metal,  while  the 
able-bodied  men  were  cutting  down  the  surface  of  the  road,  and  wheeling  it  away  in  barrows 
to  nil  up  a hollow,  where  it  ran  down  the  base  of  a gentle  hill.  They  appeared  for  the  most 
part  to  be  working  with  all  their  strength,  but  occasionally  a few  ‘might  be  observed  who 
did  not  seem  to  be  particularly  energetic.  It  struck  me,  that  all  those  of  whom  this  obser- 
vation was  true,  were  generally  better  clad  and  more  comfortable  looking  than  the  rest  of 
the  men;  and  on  making  inquiry,  I have  been  informed  that  those  were  small  holders,  who 
had  been  put  on  the  list,  but  who  were  not  disposed  to  work  as  hard  as  the  others,  not  being 
so  much  m need  of  the  extra  sums  gained  by  unusual  labour  on  the  task-work  system. 

In  tins  district,  each  labourer  receives  6 s.  a-week  subsistence  money,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
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month  is  paid  his  proportion  of  whatever  surplus  wages  may  have  been  earned  by  the  gang  to 
which  he  belongs.  The  average  of  his  wages  may  be  taken  at  Is.  4 d.  a day,  and  out  of  this 
sum  he  has  to  provide  food  for  from  six  to  seven  persons,  that  being  the  usual  number  of 
each  family  in  the  district.  Oatmeal  and  flour,  in  the  form  of  porridge,  cake,  or  bread,  con- 
stitutes their  ordinary  food,  when  they  are  enabled  to  obtain  it,  and,1" at  the  present  price,  it 
is  with  great  difficulty  a labourer  can  find  very  moderate  meals  for  his  family,  from  morning 
to  night  As  one  of  them  said  to  me,  “ We  all  go  to  bed  hungry,  and  we  all  get  up 
hungry.”  They  are  exposed  also  to  great  losses,  through  the  want  of  some  proper  emporiums 
for  fiie  supply  of  food.  Wherever  public  works  are  carried  on,  there  is  sure  to  spring  up  a 
fuuo-us  growth  of  small  dealers,  who  derive  a large  profit  on  the  sale  of  bread  and  other  ne- 
cessaries, and  who  too  often  take  advantage  of  the  neediness  and  poverty  of  the  labourer,  and 
deprive  him  of  a large  portion  of  the  fruits  of  his  labour.  Money  is  more  plentiful  than  ever 
it  was  before,  in  consequence  of  the  payments  being  made  in  cash,  a thing  comparatively 
new  in  this  part  of  the  world  ; and  if  a stranger  were  not  to  make  inquiries  into  the  real  state 
of  the  case,  he  would  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  people  were  more  prosperous  than  in 
times  of  less  distress,  because  of  the  activity  with  which  purchases  of  food  and  necessaries 
are  being  carried  on,  and  the  unusual  quantity  of  silver  in  circulation  among  the  people.  To- 
morrow it  is  my  intention  to  visit  a relief  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the 
actual  operation  of  the  present  system,  and  to  make  minute  inquiries  into  the  condition  of 
the  people  employed  on  some  very  extensive  works  in  the  district;  and  now  I will  close  this 
letter  with  the  statement  of  a single  fact,  an  appalling  fact,  the  importance  of  which  cannot 
be  overrated,  nor  the  consequences  too  much  dreaded.  On  my  journey  to  and  from  Tulla, 
a distance  of  20  miles,  in  a country  most  favourable  to  all  the  operations  of  agriculture,  I ob- 
served exactly  three  persons  engaged  in  tilling  the  land.  Field  after  field  lay  fallow  and  de- 
serted, while  thousands  of  strong  men  wrerebusy  in  the  midst  of  them,  tearing  up  and  break- 
ing stones  on  an  old  road. 


Morning  Chronicle,  Thursday,  December  17. 

The  Present  Condition  of  Ireland. 

[From  our  Correspondent.] 

Clare,  December  12. 

k.ince  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  the  social  evils  which  it  attempted  to  depict  have  been 
aggravated  rather  than  diminished.  The  crisis  which  every  one  dreads,  and  no  one  can  de- 
fine, seems  gradually  approaching.  Winter,  in  its  severest  form— frost,  ice,  and  snow— has 
closed  in  over  the  country.  . Work  is  almost  impracticable  ; disaffection  increases,  and  so 
does  the  difficulty  of  procuring  food.  The  cry  against  the  Government  swells  louder  and 
louder  every  day,  and  with  it  comes  the  protest  of  indignant  and  inactive  landlords,  and  the 
invectives  of  factious  partizans.  In  a short  time  the  Board  of  Works  or  the  Treasury  may 
have  to  decide  a great  question — “ Shall  we  give  as  alms  that  money  which  is  now  ihc  quasi 
payment  of  useless  or  half  rendered  labour,  or  shall  we  leave  thousands  who  cannot  work, 
to  the  certainty  of  death  by  starvation  ?”  There  can  be  no  exaggeration  in  stating  the  case 
ot  the  people  of  this  country.  Even  the  employment  afforded  by  the  Board  of  Works 
scarcely  saves  them  from  perishing  by  famine,  or,  as  a gentleman  of  the  country  said,  “just 
leaves  them  life  enough  to  curse  it,  and  hate  their  rulers.”  By  day  the  hungry  wretches 
s ear  turnips  from  the  fields,  and  gnaw  them  in  their  flight.  As  soon  as  darkness  comes  they 
prowl  through  the  pasture  lands,  and  slaughter  sheep  and  oxen  to  stay  their  hunger.  Not 
a night  passes  but  two  or  three  fat  cows  and  five  or  six  siieep  are  killed  on  the  farms  in  this 
Ticini  y and  eaten  by  the  people.  With  all  this  there  is  an  increasing  scarcity  of  food.  The 
prices  ecome  higher  every  market  day,  and  the  supplies  poured  in  to  all  the  ports  of  the 
L l can  barely  keep  them  below  the  famine  level.  “ Private  speculation”  has  indeed 
? !n  rear  of  the  wants  of  the  time,  and  has  more  often  l’esembled  peculation 
small  roi  °Perations  of  trade.  The  corn-factor,  the  miller,  the  baker,  and  the 

have  1st  f*  i/j  er  Wi!n§  absolute  fortunes  out  of  the  hunger  and  misery  of  the  people.  I 
nil  «Pme J , °^cas'on  to  speak  to  many  of  the  peasantry  employed  on  the  works.  They 
the  evtrpm6;!  * tha"Hful,for  t*le  rehef  thus  afforded  them,  but  they  all  join  in  representing 
ireneral  ]vblcb.  are  put  in  providing  sufficient  food  for  their  families.  The 

over  R7  i/l  °ow”  Ly  the  Board  of  Works  is,  that  all  persons  whose  houses  are  rated 
familv  hi  Pmni  °e  jXc^e(*  from  the  works ; that  in  no  case  shall  more  than  one  of  each 
lists  and  thn?  un^ess  ,t'le  lalte1'  be  ten  in  number,  when  two  may  be  placed  on  the 
Will  be  mvbiiQ-  num“®r  shall  never  be  exceeded  under  any  circumstances.  Hereafter  it 
shall  now  rail  ,?leSS  i°t  °7-er  a few  remarks  with  respect  to  the  operation  of  the  first  rule.  I 
to  me  attlntlon  *°  the  substance  of  the  many  statements  which  have  been  made 

^respecting  the  effects  of  the  latter. 

the  hisher'and  6 family  in  this  city,  including  all  classes,  is  6-5.  Separating 

with  the  invariaki  1 • , 'ower  classes,  this  average  increases  to  7 ; and  in  accordance 

t0  the  destitution  m ir®tand,  the  number  of  the  family  becomes  greater  in  proportion 

severity  on  thr  0™  6 PeoP„e'  This  regulation  of  the  Board,  then,  presses  with  particular 
7 to  10,  and  is  of  fourth-class  houses,  who  may  be  generally  reckoned  at  from 

of  monev  for  th®  tW  fSS  teit  lbose  wbo  receive  from  the  public  works  an  equal  amount 
some  such  nil*  sl,™,?]6^06  °f  sma^er  families.  It  is  of  course  absolutely  necessary  that 
observance  of  it  would  v.  6 nia(^e  an£l  enforced;  but  there  are  many  cases  where  the  rigid 
0.1  ck  be  CfUe  anc*  un’ust*  ^ovv  fr  may  be  fairly  stated,  that  previous  to 

T t the 


• II-  Russell,  Esq. 
1 June  1847, 
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■ V. H.  Russell,  Esq.  the  present  awful  calamity,  when  the  people  subsisted  on  potatoes,  each  man  could  • • 

— his  family  of  six  for  4 d.  or  or/,  a day.  That  sum  would  have  provided  two  meals  0rma'ntam 

1 June  1847.  of  at  least  14  lbs.  each,  for  his  entire  family.  Let  us  see  how  he  is  placed  at  present  tt* 

average  of  the  wages  earned  under  the  Board  of  Works  is  about  1 s.  per  diem.  W tl  v 
sum  the  labourer  has  to  procure  food,  consisting  of  bread  or  oaten  meal  or  cake'  for  ' * 
sons.  The  present  price,  of  oatmeal  in  this  market  is  2 s.  10  d.  per  stone,  but  the  d*  P'* 
profits  on  that  article  when  sold  in  smaller  quantities,  make  it  about  3s.  per  stone  * jf® 
therefore  evident,  that  if  the  labourer  were  to  keep  within  his  wages,  he  could  afford  l m 
more  than  one-third  of  a stone  of  oaten  meal  per  day  for  his  whole”  family.  But  it  v ,1  - 
lutely  impossible  to  subsist  on  dry  bread  or  porridge  alone.  It  requires'  some  “ ytci,  » 
with  it,  and  the  use  of  very  bad  coffee  and  worse  sugar  has  become  very  g-eneral  in  c T 
quence.  To  provide  these,  the  poor  man  is  obliged  to  lessen  the  quantity  of  solid  food^It 
is  not  too  much  to  say,  then,  that  there  are  many  families  whose  whole  subsistence  per  head 
consists  of  1 lb.  of  oaten  meal,  divided  into  two  meals  each  day,  and  eked  out  with  a cud  f 
some  horrid  compound  called  coffee.  But  if  there  are  many  who  live  on  this  limited  allow01 
ance,  there  are  hundreds  who  have  not  even  the  half  of  it ; and  in  proportion  with  th" 
destitution  of  the  family  the  average  of  their  food  is  lowered.  One  man  told  me  that  he 
could  eat  5 d.  worth  of  bread  a day  himself  at  1 d.  per  lb.,  that  he  had  a family  of  nine  to 
•maintain  on  10  d.  a day,  so  that  if  he  satisfied  his  appetite,  he  would  leave  but  5 lbs  of 
bread  to  be  divided  among  eight  people  for  their  day’s  subsistence.  Amon°-  the  many  evils 
a potato  diet  brought  with  it  was  that  of  creating  an  inordinate  appetite.  rFhe  deficiency  of 
nutriment  was  made  up  by  an  increased  bulk  of  food,  and  the  stomach  underwent  an  unna- 
tural enlargement,  which  it  has  not  yet  recovered.  In  general,  however,  indeed  I believe 
universally,  the  people  are  not  averse  to  their  change  of  cliet.  They  would  like  it,  “ if  they 
had  enough  of  it.”  It  gives  them  better  strength  to  work,  they  say,  and  enables  them  to 
labour  for  a more  lengthened  period.  This  is  the  condition  of  the  people  on  the  works. 
This  is  the  condition  of  the  people  under  a system  which  threatens  to  swallow  up  the  rental' 
of  the  country  in  making  useless  new  roads,  and  spoiling  useful  old  ones.  They  are  half 
fed  and  disaffected;  they  are  not  grateful,  nor  are  they  quiet.  The  land  lies  unfilled  the 
plough  rusts,  day  by  day  the  live  stock  is  lessening,  and  must  soon  disappear  altogether. 
The  pig,  the  old  familiar  road-side  rambler,  the  inhabitant  of  every  cabin,  has  disappeared 
altogether,  and  left  nothing  to  replace  him.  One  circumstance  struck  me  most  forcibly  as  a 
proof  of  the  poverty  of  the  people,  a proof  almost  as  strong  as  the  fulness  of  the  work- 
houses.  Every  one  who  has  ever  travelled  through  Ireland  must  have  observed  and 
execrated  the  swarms  of  curs  of  low  degree  which  infested  every  village,  and  whose  sole 
duties  appeared  to  consist  in  barking  at  the  passing  traveller,  and  keeping  the  pigs  in  order. 
Every  cabin,  indeed,  kept  its  dog  and  its  pig.  Neither  of  them  are  seen  any  longer.  The 
laces  seem  to  have  become  extinct,  and  any  one  who  kuows  the  affection  with  which  both 
of  them  were  regarded  by  the  poor  Irishman,  will  readily  believe  that  his  necessities  were 
great  indeed  when  lie  was  compelled  to  part  with  them. 

And  is  there  no  hope  that  things  will  mend?  None  whatever  as  long  as  the  present 
sj  stem  continues.  Nay,  there  is  every  probability  that  pauperization  will  spread  rapidly, 
anci  creep  from  class  to  class,  till  none  are  so  high,  and  none  so  prosperous,  that  they  can 
hope  to  escape  its  embraces.  The  man  who  last  month  had  four  cows  and  two  stacks  of 
corn,  has  now  but  two  cows  and  one  stack.  Next  month  will  see  him  with  neither.  And 
then  what  has  he  to  do  but « go  upon  the  works  ? ” .And  does  he  care  for  that  ? No ; for  he 
sees  every  one  of  his  class  and  stamp  reduced  to  the  same  necessity;  he  hears  the  plan 
debated,  too,  and  he  takes  no  steps  to  remedy  an  evil  which  he  is  taught  to  consider  as 
inevitable.  If  he  would  till  his  land,  he  could  not.  He  lias  no  seed,  no  capital  to  get  it, 
and,  worst  of  all,  he  can  get  no  labourers  to  do  it.  They  are  all  “ on  the  works.”  He 
cannot  pay  his  landlord,  because,  in  default  of  other  means  of  subsistence,  he  must  live  on 
his  stock  of  cattle  or  grain;  and  his  landlord  in  turn  cannot  meet  the  demands  of  the  rate 
collector,  the  tradesman,  or  the  mechanic.  And  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  landlord 
during  this  emergency  ? He  is  allowing  the  means  whereby  he  lives,  he  is  allowing  his 
substauce  and  the  value  of  his  land  to  be  merged  for  ever  in  heaps  of  broken  stones  or  use- 
less  miles  of  causeway,  whilst  he  amuses  himself  with  invective  against  Lord  John  Russell 
or  Mi.  Labouchere ; accuses  them  of  indifference  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  which  he  does 
not  seem  very  ready  to  rectify  ; and  spends  liis  time  in  arguments  about  the  townland  or 
electoral  division  system,  and  in  abuse  of  the  Board  of  Works.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  say 
that  there  are  not  many  most  excellent  and  sensible  men  in  this  country,  who  do  their  duty 
1 e men  and  Christians,  and  have  met  the  evils  of  the  times  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
But  one  and  all,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  accuse  the  Government  of  gross  neglect 
of  the  interests  of  the  country,  because  they  have  not  established  depots  of  food,  or  sent 
supplies  into  the  country  on  their  own  responsibility.  One  and  all,  they  hold  the  Govern- 
ment responsible  for  the  dreadful  events  which  form  the  subject  of  their  daily  prophecies. 

J he  landlords  say,  that  not  only  is  it  impossible  for  them  to  act  on  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter 
to  the  electoral  division  system,  but  that  Government  knew  the  fact  when  that  letter  was 
issued  i And  this  assertion  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  veiy  first  men  in  the  country  : 

Give  us  the  townland  system;  that  is  all  we  want;  then  every  thing  will  go  'ff 
Every  landlord  will  then  be  his  own  steward,  the  people  will  be  employed,  the  land  will  be 
improved,  and  we  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  our  proportion  of  taxation  as  the  instalments 
tall  due.  in  my  next  letter  I will  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which,  as  these  gentlemen  say,  render  the  introduction  of  a system  of  reproductive  labour 
under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  impossible  in  this  country,  and  will  now  merely  call  your 
attention  to  the  frequent  cases  of  obstruction  offered  by  persons  whose  privilege  it  shouW 
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be  to  act  in  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  to  the  gentlemen  employed  by  the  Board  jy  Russell  Esq 
of  Works.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  in  the  discharge  of  the  enormous  task  which  has  ’ 4 

devolved  upon  them,  the  Board  has  frequently  been  obliged  to  resort  to  persons  who  were  r n 
not  of  the  very  highest  competency  or  fitness  for  their  offices.  In  fact,  they  cannot  find  June  104 •' 
engineers  for  the  public  works,  and  the  same  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  a greater 
decree  with  respect  to  proper  check-clerks,  pay-clerks,  overseers,  and  gangsmen.  ^ Now, 
in  many  instances,  instead  of  endeavouring  to  assist  the  Board  to  remedy  these  unavoidable 
evils,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  what  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  landlords  ? Why  to  thwart,  obstruct,  and  irritate  them ; to  pick  out  faults,  to  ferret 
out  charges,  and  make  accusations  against  men  whose  ordinary  duties  are  onerous  and 
harassing  enough  already.  On  Wednesday  last  I was  informed  that  there  would  be  a 
meeting  of  the  relief  committee  of  Ennistimon.  I proceeded  there  accordingly,  but,  on 
mv  arrival,  I found  that  the  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  had  been  metamorphosed  into 
a court  of  inquiry  to  hear  certain  charges  of  "discourtesy,”  8tc.  preferred  by  Major  Mac- 
namara,  m.p.,  against  Mr.  Millett,  assistant-engineer.  For  three  long  hours  that  court  of 
inquiry  sat  investigating  the  most  trumpery  charges.  By  degrees  the  blood  of  the  investi- 
gators became  heated ; the  accused  gentleman  was  admitted  to  be  guilty  of  discourtesy  in 
the  wording  of  a note.  Captain  Wynne,  the.  inspecting  officer,  produced  from  the  Board 
of  Works  a charge  made  against  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  a member  of  the  committee,  with 
respect  to  his  employment  of  his  tenantry  on  the  public  works  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of 
his  neighbour,  Dean  Stackpoole,  by  the  agent  of  the  latter  gentleman : and  then  the 
storm  burst  forth  in  all  its  fury.  Mr.  O’Brien  raved  against  Captain  Wynne,  Dean  Stack- 
poole, his  agent,  Government,  and  the  Board  of  Works.  They  were  all  accused  of  con- 
spiracy; and  the  whole  meeting  broke  up  in  a frenzy  of  excitement,  which  very  nearly 
“ eventuated  ” in  the  exercise  of  physical  force.  And  while  all  this  was  going  on  in-doors, 
thousands  of  poor  starving  creatures  were  lying  outside,  in  the  confident  trust  that  their 
natural  guides  and  leaders  were  engaged  within  in  devising  means  to  save  them  from 
famishing  of  hunger.  Surely  their  loud  cry  of  "What  have  your  Honours  done  for  us  ?” 
as  the  door  was  opened,  should  have  touched  those  gentlemen’s  hearts.  A more  disgrace- 
ful scene  it  never  was  my  misfortune  to  witness  than  that  which  was  exhibited  in  Ennis- 
timon court-house  on  Wednesday  last;  and  the  only  cheering  fact  which  could  reconcile 
me  to  it  was,  that  it  formed  a striking  contrast  to  even  the  most  turbulent  relief  committee 
that  has  yet  assembled  in  Clare. 


Morning  Chronicle,  Friday,  1 January  1847. 

The  working  of  the  present  system  in  its  ostensible  bearing,  is  observable  in  the  hasty 
and  ill-formed  roads,  which  will  reflect  no  credit  on  the  Board  of  Works  hereafter.  As  to 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Board  in  this  city,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  with  respect  to 
their  zeal,  diligence,  and  ability.  All  that  men  could  do  to  prevent  abuse  and  ensure  the 
success  of  the  system,  they  have  done ; hut  they  have  failed  where  no  men  could  have  suc- 
ceeded. How  could  one  chief  engineer  superintend  the  business  of  nearly  30,000  labourers  ? 
And  if  lie  depended  on  his  subordinates,  young  inexperienced  men  picked  off  the  debris  of 
the  railway  failures  of  last  Session,  what  could  we  expect?  I saw  a number  of  men  this 
week  engaged  in  building  a sea-wall  near  Moher.  They  had  scarcely  a proper  implement 
among  them ; a few  pickaxes  and  sledges,  and  one  or  two  barrows,  constituted  their  whole 
material,  so  that  they  worked  like  savages,  taking  up  the  stones  and  mortar  in  their  hands, 
and  carrying  them  from  place  to  place  as  they  were  required.  On  inquiry,  it  appeared  that 
wey  had  not  been  visited  by  any  engineer  for  nearly  a fortnight,  and  there  is  reason  to 
e iei  e that  this  case  was  not  very  singular.  The  Board  offer  as  an  excuse,  the  impossi- 
1 1 y of  having  implements  and  proper  officers ; but  this  is  only  an  excuse,  and  is  a plea  of 
gui  y to  the  charge  that  they  are  not  equal  to  the  task  imposed  upon  them.  As  to  the 
impositions  which  are  practised  under  the  present  system,  in  spite  of  the  pains  taken  by  the 
cers  of  the  Board  to  detect  and  frustrate  them,  I can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
e^ie  fm°!lstr°us  and  enormous.  What  do  you  think  of  a man  with  250  acres  in  the 
was  v 01  limaIey>  w^10  's  now  on  the  public  works  ? My  informant  told  me  the  man 
not  hvry  P001’  aUC*-  t^at  *he  was  not  now  fit  for  much  but  grouse  and  snipe  ; hut  it  was 
few  da  mea“®  hredaiuiable.  A still  more  flagrant  case  came  to  my  own  knowledge  a 

a rpsnp  1 , . * was  at  the  house  of  a very  influential  member  of  a relief  committee, 
stitiitJ*  l Poking  peasant  presented  himself  for  the  purpose  of  getting  leave  to  sub- 
ever  his  f °?n  ^our  ^or  that  of  his  horse.  He  earned  about  2s.  6d.  or  3s.  a day,  when- 
allowpei  i„°rseiWia-s  empLyed 5 hut  as  that  was  not  constantly  the  case,  he  wished  to  be 
vard  T°  ^ 01  ^ “lmself,  and  break  stones,  for  which  he  could  get  about  is.  4 d.  per  cubic 
cum«tancp"aS  tj  1 j ^ the  man’s  appearance,  and  asked  him  a few  questions  as  to  liis  cir- 
was  "a  tp + r I,  - me  that  bis  name  was  Daly,  and  that  he  had  nine  in  family;  that  he 
Paid  on/  n n.  ”Iajor  Macnamara,  m.p.,  from  whom  he  held  50  acres  of  land  ; that  he 
potatoes  l<  T?1,raut  ? fc5at  he  had  six  cows,  a horse,  &c.,  and  had  lost  his  whole  crop  of 
make  un  for  - ?a  “ a mau  with  all  your  land  ought  to  have  enough  of  grain  to 

then  vour  H ^0ur,  R's  answer,  delivered  with  perfect  nonchalance,  was,  “ Oh,  faith, 

stock  of  m-ai  "1  n * have  Pa^  mY  reuL  and  kept  a little  for  seed,  its  a small  enough 

a moment’s  h -/V-  e And  “is  man’s  request  was  acceded  to  in  my  presence,  without 

alium  aut  ve^  an^  ^P1  aught  I know,  he  is  at  this  moment  breaking  stones  aut  per 
spectable  man  i j i S'  • cubic  yard.  When  I expressed  my  surprise  that  so  re- 

0 10r  ou  d he  in  such  a position,  the  gentleman  alluded  to  said,  “ Oh,  he  is  a 
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IV.  II.  Russell,  Esq.  very  careless  fellow,  and  does  not  cultivate  his  land  properly ; and,  besides  lie  ' 

— * family.”  I believe  this  remark  would  hold  as  good  argument  with  most  relief  comn’u 

1 June  1847.  for  his  immediate  employment ; and  it  is  certain  that  there  are  many  similar  case  ’ * r 
county.  From  the  comparative  numbers  given  in  the  former  part  of  my  letter  it  is 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  are  “ on  the  roads.”  But  they  are  not  enough  vet"  if 
cry  is  “ still  they  come.”  Such  a thing  as  a farmer’s  boy  in  his  place  is  not  to  be  hV^i 
of  now.  They  are  all  on  the  roads,  for  which  they  have  either  deserted,  or  been  driven  a - 
by  their  masters.  The  class  to  which  these  men  belonged  is  threatened  with  extinct'^ 
It  was  generally  composed  of  young  men  from  18  to  30  years  of  age,  the  sons  of  lab*011 
ers,  or  small  farmers,  who  hired  themselves  as  servants  to  all  in  need  of  their  assi'ta°Ur" 
Perhaps  they  are  better  off  than  any  class  in  the  county.  They  received,  in  returnT 
their  services,  board,  lodging,  washing,  and  from  4 1.  10  s.  to  6/.  a yean  They  took 
conacre,  or  muckground  as  it  is  termed  here,  at  a comparatively  low  rate,  from  the" 
masters,  say  7 1.  or  8 1.  per  acre.  Their  brothers,  and  kinsmen,  and  friends  assembled  and 
tilled  it  for  them— “ gave  them  a day,”  as  it  is  called— and  when  the  crop  was  in  readiner 
they  disposed  of  it  at  a profit  of  from  10 1.  to  12/.  an  acre  in  the  market,  or  made  still  larger 
sums  by  selling  it  at  usurious  terms  to  the  poorer  farmers  and  labourers  whose  potatoes 
were  not  yet  ripe,  and  who,  in  default  of  ready-money  payments,  gave  enormous  interest 
for  their  food.  In  this  way  the  farmers’  boys  often  made  money,  married,  took  land  and 
in  time  became  farmers  themselves.  This  year,  on  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop,  they  left 
the  diseased  produce  in  the  hands  of  the  conacre  men,  as  payment  for  their  lands.  The 
farmers  were  often  the  sufferers,  and  stopped  the  wages  of  their  servants.  Agricultural 
operations  were  suspended.  The  masters  wanted  to  get  rid  of  their  servants,  who  on  the 
other  hand,  were  willing  enough  to  earn  wages  which  could  maintain  a single  man  by 
very  trifling  exertion,  and  the  result  is,  as  I said  before,  that  they  are  all  on  the  roads.  ’ 1 

The  extent  and  variety  of  intrigue  and  manoeuvring  which  is  resorted  to  in  order  to  <ret 
3 0 d.  a day  from  the  Board,  is  almost  incredible.  A very  intelligent  and  trustworthy  gentle- 
man informed  me,  that  as  many  persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  at  the  recent  supervision,  in 
consequence  of  haying  money  in  the  savings’  bank,  they  adopted  the  expedient  of  withdraw- 
ing all  their  deposits,  in  order  that  the  circumstance  should  not  operate  against  the  success 
of  any  future  application  for  work.  I fear,  too,  that  there  is  a lamentable  amount  of  false- 
hood and  misrepresentation  in  the  statements  which  they  make  for  the  same  purpose. 

In  fact,  the  general  amount  of  imposition  is  very  great  under  the  existing  system.  To 
what  magnitude  may  it  not  attain  under  a system  of  private  employment  all  over  the  country  ? 
And  while  all  this  fraud  and  extravagance  is  going  on,  the  melancholy  fact  stares  us  in  the 
face,  that  there  are  hundreds  whom  public  bounty  cannot  reach,  and  for  whom  there  can  be 
no  private  charity.  The  poorest  and  the  most  destitute,  the  least  noisy  and  the  least  turbu- 
lent, have  the  smallest  chance  of  relief.  While  these  millions  are  to  be  spent  on  roads  and 
drains,  what  will  become  of  the  widow  and  her  children  when  the  workhouses  are  full,  and 
when  every  man  thinks  that  the  extent  of  his  taxation  ought  to  tighten  up  his  purse-strings 
for  ever?  What  is  to  become  of  the  poor  dweller  on  the  waste,  the  wretched  cottier  of  the 
bog  or  the  mountain,  for  whom  there  are  no  baronial  sessions,  and  no  relief  committees? 
What  is  to  be  done  with  the  miserable  squatter  whose  voice  cannot  be  heard  amid  theories 
of  more  pressing  and  more  immediate  applicants?  For  him  whose  life  has  been  a fight 
against  famine,  who  has  no  landlord  so  intercede  for  him,  and  no  friend  in  the  relief  com- 
mittee, what  hope  is  there?  He  has  not  even  a neighbour  who  can  assist  him  in  his  distress. 
He  has  no  one  to  care  for  him  but  the  poor  curate  or  the  needy  priest,  and  they  have  claims 
even  stronger  than  his.  Many  of  this  class  have  already  perished  of  starvation.  Many 
more  must  die  within  a few  days  if  no  steps  be  taken  to  save  them.  Unless  active  and 
wholesale  measures  of  relief  be  adopted  at  once,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  before  next 
summer  hundreds  will  have  perished,  either  by  fever  or  by  famine,  among  the  high  roads 
and  public  works  of  the  county  Clare  ; and  do  what  we  will,  there  is  an  awful  probability 
that  many  will  be  literally  starved  to  death  before  the  close  of  next  July. 

5500.  Chairman .]  In  page  496  of  the  Parliamentary  blue  book,  Mr.  Gamble 
states,  “ to  give  an  instance  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met  with,  in  the  Liscannor  relief 
district,  particularly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  where  there  were  by  the  census  of 
1841,  860  families  dependent  on  manual  labour,  there  are  at  present  employed 
3, 160  labourers,  and  a few  days  since  a demand  to  employ  460  more  was  made 
by  the  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  who  pointed  Mr.  Russell’s  attention  to 
the  want  of  implements  at  Liscannor  sea-wall ; ’*  is  that  correct  as  to  the  num- 
ber; were  there  860  families  dependent  on  manual  labour? — My  attention  was 
called  to  the  want  of  implements  at  the  place  named  by  Mr.  O'Brien ; but  I know 
nothing  of  the  other  parts  of  the  statement. 

5501.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  O’Brien  respecting  a demand  to 
eniploy  460  men  more  than  they  employed  previously? — I should  think  not;  the 
only  paragraph  I am  speaking  to  is,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  called  my  attention  to  the 
want  of  implements  of  the  men  working  at  the  sea-wall. 

5502.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  complain  of  the  want  of  implements? — He  did. 

55°3-  Did  he  mention  460  men  more  being  put  on? — I do  not  remember,  but 

I remember  at  every  relief  committee  I attended  there  was  always  a clamour  0 
“mote  men,”  “put  on  more  men.”  „ 

5504.  v° 
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5504.  Do  you  apply  that  to  every  committee  district  ? -To  all  those  I attended,  W.H . Russell,  Esq. 

Ennis,  Liscannor,  and  Ennistimon.  ,. 1_ 

5505.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a demand  being  made  by  Mr.  O'Brien  to  1 Juiie  lS47- 
put  on  460  men  more  than  were  previously  employed  in  Liscannor  district  ?— I 

cannot  remember. 

5506.  If  it  be  stated  that  you  had  given  information  that  Air.  O'Brien  made 
that  demand,  that  is  not  correct? — I should  think  not.  I speak  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection  ; I do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

5507.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  promise  to  procure  employment  on  the  public  works 
for  the  man  Daley  r — Daley  was  already  on  the  public  works,  and  the  object  of 
Daley’s  application  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  I understood  him,  was  to  have  his  own 
labour  substituted  for  that  of  his  horse,  which  I thought  a most  extraordinary 
request,  and  it  was  that  which  drew  my  attention  to  ask  any  questions. 

5508.  Is  Daley  the  person  you  mention  at  page  60?— I believe  he  is  the  same. 

5509.  Where  was  it  he  stared  this  ?— Standing  by  Mr.  O’Brien’s  hall-door. 

5510.  This  conversation  occurred  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s  hall-door? — Yes. 

5511.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Gamble  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  promised  to  procure 
Daley  employment  on  the  public  works  1—  I should  think  not  ; but  what  I un- 
derstood Mr.  O’Brien  to  say  was,  that  he  would  go  back  to  his  clerk,  and  speak 
to  him,  and  have  it  done  for  him;  and  it  was  when  Mr.  O’Brien  went  away,  there 
being  only  Mr.  O’Brien’s  coachman  and  this  man  upon  the  steps,  that  I asked 
these  questions ; 1 asked  how  many  acres  of  land  he  had,  and  I was  astonished 
when  he  said  he  had  50.  I thought  at  first  he  meant  15,  and  that  he 
paid  50 1.  a year  rent.  Mr.  O’Brien  came  back  in  a few  minutes  afterwards, 
and  said,  “ I have  spoken  to  my  clerk  and  I thought  no  more  about  it  at  the 
time.  I took  a short  note  of  the  purport  of  the  answers. 

5.512.  This  application  by  Daley,  and  the  conversation  took  place  at  Mr. 

O’Brien’s  hall-door,  and  you  understood  Mr.  O’Brien  to  give  directions  to  his 
clerk  to  see  that  this  man  had  employment ; to  substitute  his  own  labour  for  that 
of  his  horse  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  understand  that  the  horse  had  been  previously  employed  from 
this  man  ? — Yes. 

55M-  Was  it  from  Daley  himself  you  obtained  the  information  about  the  land 
and  cattle? — Yes. 

55] 5-  You  knew  nothing  of  it  beyond  that  ? — Nothing  ; and  the  only  reason 
1 noticed  it  was,  that  I thought  it  a strange  thing  for  a man  to  say  he  had  ahorse 
employed,  and  he  wanted  to  be  employed  instead  of  his  horse.  That  drew  my 
attention  to  the  case. 

5516.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  With  reference  to  the  report  in  the  “ Morning  Chro- 
nicle” of  January  1st,  1847,  you  say,  “ As  to  the  chief  officers  of  the  Board  in 
this  city,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  with  respect  to  their  zeal,  diligence,  and 
ability whom  do  you  refer  to  as  the  chief  officers  of  the  Board? — Captain 
ivynne  and  Air.  Gamble. 

•55]  7.  Chairman.']  May  you  not  have  been  entirely  mistaken  in  the  nature  of 
the  directions  which  Mr.  O’Brien  gave  to  his  clerk? — I think  not ; at  least  that 
ls  the  most  distinct  perception  on  my  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  his  remarks  to  me. 

551 8.  May  he  not  merely  have  told  his  clerk  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  man’s  name  and  to  investigate  it  ? — Of  course  the  conversation 
AftWr^n  ^r‘  ^ and  bis  clerk  took  place  out  of  my  hearing ; but  I think 

- r- 0 Brien  said,  “I  will  go  and  speak  to  my  clerk,”  (mentioning  his  name  at  the 
same  time,)  “about  it,”  which  led  me  to  believe  it  was  to  have  the  request  com- 
p led  with,  tor  he -made  no  objection. 

55 1 9*  You  cannot  say  that  he  did  not  say  the  inquiry  shall  be  made,  and  the 
case  be  laid  before  the  committee? — No,  I cannot;  he  did  not  say  it  in  my 
bearing,  however. 

5520.  Had  you  any  conversation  afterwards  with  Air.  O’Brien  respecting  the 
man  Dalev? — I do  not  remember  that  I bad. 

*ou  did  not  know  from  Mr.  O’Brien  afterwards  whether  begot  him 
ti  P ?yment  or  not  ? — No,  I did  not ; I understood  his  horse  was  employed  at 
line,  and  he  did  state  to  me  what  the  receipt  of  wages  for  the  labour  of  his 

borse^vas,  but  I really  forget  it. 

Wvn22'  ^r‘1v  Borthwick.]  From  your  observation,  do  you  think  that  Captain 
exist  pH  i r'  ^amble  used  their  best  exertions  to  correct  the  abuses  which 

no  eff  • C0U1]ty  at  that  lime  ? — Alost  certainly  I do.  I think  there  was 

0 iox  11  WaS  *n  Power  inan  roake  that  they  did  not  to  the  fullest 

t t 3 v exert 
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W. H. Russell, Esq.  exert  to  cleanse  the  lists,  and  to  render  the  Board  of  Works  as  efficient 

possible.  as 

1 June  1847.  5523.  Chairman .]  Did  you  hear  many  complaints  made  of  the  insufficiency  of 

the  implements,  and  of  the  task-work  not  being  duly  measured,  and  payment  not 
being  regularly  made  ? — All  those  I heard  of.  I was  a witness  in  one  case  onl 
of  there  being  a deficiency  of  implements  ; that  was  the  sea-wall  at  Liscannor" 
where  the  men  were  carrying  the  mortar  upon  slates,  and  bringing  stones  in  their 
hands  to  fill  the  wall ; and  with  reference  to  the  complaints  as  to  the  system  of  task- 
work not  being  carried  out,  I inquired  of  the  engineers  why  it  was,  and  they 
said  it  was  impossible  to  carry  it  out,  because  the  men  were  so  weak  in  manv- 
instances,  and  idle  in  some  instances,  that  if  their  work  was  strictly  measured 
the  wages  they  would  receive  would  be  less  than  those  they  received  by  the  day 

5524.  Did  you  hear  complaints  from  the  men  themselves,  that  the  non- 
measurement of  the  task-work  was  from  the  neglect  of  the  engineers  ? I 

heard  so. 

5525.  Do  you  know  what  was  the  true  solution  of  the  matter? — I cannot  say. 

552 6.  Did  you  also  understand  from  the  men  that  the  money  was  not  paid  to 
them  regularly? — That  I knew  to  be  the  case,  and  I know  that  was  a areat 
hardship,  particularly  on  the  part  of  those  who  supplied  the  labourers  with*  im- 
plements, by  the  nonpayment  of  their  little  bills. 

5527.  Mr.  Bellew .]  For  what  period  ?— For  three  or  four  or  five  weeks  the 
implements  were  not  paid  for. 

5528.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  of  cases  of  some  weeks,  during  which  the  men 
were  not  paid  for  their  labour? — I heard  of  one  case  where  the  men  were  not  paid 
for  nearly  three  weeks. 

552g.  Was  there  not  in  point  of  fact  considerable  ground  for  the  complaints 
of  nonpayment  on  the  part  of  the  labourers  ? — There  was. 

5530-  Did  not  the  same  facts  afford  grounds  for  the  gentlemen  who  took  aa 
interest  in  those  labourers  to  make  complaints  ? — I should  say  so. 

5531.  In  your  opinion  did  the  grounds  of  complaint  arise  from  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  officers,  or  did  they  arise  from  the  extreme  pressure  of 
business  and  the  impossibility  of  doing  more  than  they  did  ? — To  the  best  of  my 
belief,  from  a physical  impossibility  to  do  all  the  duty  that  devolved  upon  them. 

5532.  Mr.  Bellew. ~\  Do  you  think  that  six  weeks  was  an  unreasonable  time  for 
waiting  for  the  repayments  l— The  man  that  was  pointing  pickaxes  at  1 s.  6d.  a 
dozen,  and  having  nothing  else  to  do,  would  be  hardly  satisfied  with  such  a 
delay. 

5533'  Chairman.]  Were  the  instances  you  have  mentioned  of  nonpayment  of 
the  labourers,  in  the  district  of  Clare  ? — I heard  more  of  those  complaints  in  Gal- 
way ; I heard  of  them  in  Clare  and  in  Ennis  from  the  tradesmen. 

5534*  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  desire  you  to  speak  to  the  engineer  and  Captain  Wynne, 
the  inspector,  respecting  the  deficiency  of  tools  ? — On  calling  my  attention  to  the 
want  of  implements  at  the  sea  wall,  and  knowing  that  I would  see  Captain  Wynne, 
Mr.  O’Brien  did  so  request  me  to  mention  the  fact. 

5535-  With  regard  to  the  meeting  on  the  10th  December,  was  not  the  uproar 
and  confusion  which  occurred  at  the  meeting  occasioned  by  Captain  Wynne  calling 
on  the  chairman  to  read  the  letter  to  the  Board  of  Works  ? — The  downright  con- 
fusion was,  but  I think  there  was  some  little  ill-feeling  before  that. 

5536.  Did  that  very  much  increase  it  ? — Very  much. 

5537'  Was  not  the  irritation  and  excitement  created  in  a great  measure  by  the 
observation  of  Captain  Wynne,  that  he  treated  the  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
with  contempt  ? — Yes  ; Captain  Wynne  was  not  allowed  to  proceed  on  reaching 
that  part  of  his  observations,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  which 
were  delivered  in  a very  excited  manner,  and  in  which  he  accused  the  Board  of 
Works,  as  I understood,  and  all  persons  engaged  on  it,  of  conspiracy.  Captain 
Wynne  did  make  use  of  the  words,  that  he  treated  what  fell  from  Mr.  O’Brien 
with  contempt ; and  then  there  was  serious  disturbance. 

5538.  The  people  took  the  part  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— Yes,  and  threatened  Captain 
Wynne  with  personal  insult. 

5539-  1°  consequence  of  that  expression  ? — Yes. 

5540.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  excited  at  the  time  he  made  the  remark  of  conspiracy? 
— Very  much. 

5541.  Did  he  not  apply  the  observation  of  conspiracy  to  the  people  who  made 
the  charges  about  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  ? — That  mi°ht  be  his  intention,  but 

0 I understood 
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I understood  the  term  conspiracy  to  be  applied  to  all  who  were  present  on  behalf  w H 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  the  Board  of  Works  itself.  ’ 

5542.  Did  Captain  Wynne  appear  to  take  it  so  ? — I think  so.  , june  i"s47. 

5543.  Was  Captain  Wynne’s  manner  excited  ? — Very  cool. 

5544.  The  manner  did  not  create  the  confusion,  but  the  expression  ? — The  ex- 
pression I should  think  wholly,  as  applied  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

5545-  "Was  that  expression  of  contempt,  so  far  as  you  know,  applied  to  the 
remark  of  Mr.  O’Brien  about  the  conspiracy  ?— I think  so. 

5546.  Did  not  Captain  Wynne,  after  he  used  that  expression,  ask  you  whether 
he  had  acted  right  or  wrong? — I believe  he  did  make  some  reference  to  me. 

5547.  Do  you  recollect  whether  you  said  he  had  acted  wrongly  and  injudiciously 
in  using  that  expression? — No,  I think  not. 

5548.  Was  it  your  opinion  that  he  had  acted  right  or  wrong? — In  disclaiming 
any  imputation  of  conspiracy,  I do  not  think  that  Captain  Wynne  transgressed  the 
bounds  of  moderation,  understanding  him  of  course  as  not  expressing  contempt 
personally  for  Mr.  O’Brien,  but  expressing  contempt  as  to  an  imputation  affecting 
him  as  a public  officer,  and  for  a charge  of  conspiracy  against  him  in  that  capacity. 

5549.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  his  manner  and  tone  were  calm  and  quiet  ? — Ex- 
tremely calm  and  collected. 

5550.  And  the  manner  in  which  he  repudiated  the  word  conspiracy  was  justified 
under  the  circumstances  ? — I think  so. 


5551.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  How  long  were  you  in  that  district? — I should 
think  about  six  weeks.  I did  not  leave  Ennis  for  any  time,  but  went  round  to 
the  relief  committees,  and  returned  to  Ennis. 

5552.  Were  you  resident  at  Ennis  six  weeks ?— I forget  the  exact  time;  but 
certainly  not  so  long  as  that. 

5553*  Was  it  nearer  six  than  one  ?—  I should  say  it  was  nearer  six  than  one. 

5554.  Chairman.]  With  respect  to  asking  you  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong, 
do  you  recollect  whether  Captain  Wynne’s  application  with  regard  to  being 
right  or  wrong  was  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  up  letters  of  rather  a public 
character  to  the  chairman  of  the  relief  committee? — With  respect  to  that  I 
recollect  being  asked  also. 

5555*  Did  you  think  he  was  right  in  declining  to  give  them  up  to  the  chair- 
man?—I do  not  recollect  what  I said  exactly. 

5556.  He  did  give  them  up  ? — He  did,  I believe  ; I thought  he  was  justified  in 
doing  so. 

5557 • Do  you  know  Mr.  Walker,  the  reporter  on  the  Clare  Journal? — Yes,  I 
saw  him  there  at  the  meeting. 

5558.  Did  he  submit  a report  to  you  for  correction? — No. 

5559-  Do  you  know  of  his  submitting  a report  to  Captain  Wynne  for  correc- 
tion ? — No. 

5560.  Did  you  attend  an  investigation  at  Liscannor  on  the  15th  ? — Yes. 

5561 . Had  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  the  conduct  and  manner  of  Mr. 
0 Brien  was  at  that  meeting  ? — Yes. 

5562.  What  was  your  opinion  of  it  r —I  thought  Mr.  O’Brien  then  perfectly 
courteous. 

5563*  And  calm  ? — And  calm. 

5564-  In  no  excitement? — In  no  excitement  whatever, 

55°5 • Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  state  that  the  charges 
ngatnst  Mr.  O’Brien  were  unfounded  ? — I did. 

5500.  Did  you  hear  any  witnesses  examined  ? — Several. 

5507*  Were  they  called  by  the  Government  officers? — There  were  several  wit- 
nesses called  who  did  not  come  forward.  I could  not  say  who  called  those  persons. 

550b.  Was  the  charge  made  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Yes,  publicly. 

5ph9-  And  the  investigation  took  place  at  the  desire  of  the  Government  officers? 

j e®J . remember  at  the  time  of  our  return  there  were  some  persons  met  us, 
tur  dSf  W6re  ^eaQ  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  but  that  they  had  not  ven- 

trate®  ° COme  ^orwar^  to  support  their  allegations  of  injustice  against  the  magis- 


^at  might  apply  to  their  not  being  able  to  do  it? — Yes. 
pOU  . know  how  that  was,  except  that  they  did  not  attend  ? — No. 
a * ^aPtain  Wynne  thought  the  charges  were  unfounded,  and  it  would  be 
then  duty  to  report  the  fact  to  the  Board  ?— Yes. 

°5>  t t 4 5573-  Did 
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JV.  H.  Russel!, Esq.  5573.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  thank  Captain  Wynne  for  the  manner  in, 

which  the  investigation  had  been  conducted  ? — I believe  he  did. 

i June  1847.  5574-  On  that  occasion  everything  went  smoothly  and  calmly  ? — Yes. 

5575.  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  O’Brien  shook  hands  as  a token  of  reconcilia- 
tion ? — Yes. 

5576.  Have  you  frequently  been  present  at  meetings  when  Mr.  Gamble 
attended  in  the  execution  of  his  duties? — Several. 

5577.  Have  you  on  any  occasion  seen  anything  in  Mr.  Gamble’s  manner  or 
conduct  which  you  considered  improper  or  incorrect? — Quite  the  contrary. 

5578.  And  can  you  express  the  same  opinion  from  anything  you  observed  in 
Captain  Wynne’s  conduct? — Certainly. 

5579.  Did  you  accompany  Captain  Wynne  out  of  the  Court-house  on  the  10th 
December.  That  was  after  the  Ennistimon  meeting? — Yes,  I did. 

5580.  Were  you  recommended  to  take  an  escort  of  police  with  you?— Yes 
we  were.  Not  from  the  Court-house,  but  from  the  lodgings  of  Mr.  Millett* 
coming  back  to  Ennis. 

5581.  Was  that  on  account  of  the  excitement  among  the  people? — Yes  I 
believe  so.  There  was  a very  large,  and  apparently  a threatening  mob,  in  front 
of  the  house,  and  a gentleman  resident  in  the  town  recommended  us  not  to  leave 
the  town,  or  to  take  an  escort  of  police  with  us. 

5582.  To  what  did  you  attribute  the  excitement  of  the  people? — I think  to 
some  vague  rumours  of  the  proceedings  inside  the  smaller  room  of  the  Court- 
house, that  there  had  been  a disturbance  between  the  Government  officers  and  the 
magistrates  ; and  they  were  disappointed  that  nothing  was  done  for  their  relief. 

5583.  Was  the  excitement  more  than  we  have  in  England  on  an  occasion  of  a 
large  crowd,  such  as  an  election? — I would  much  rather  be  at  an  election  in 
England  than  at  the  lodgings  at  Ennistimon. 

5584.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  Did  that  crowd  molest  you  at  all  ? — No,  they  were  not 
there  in  fact,  when  we  left  the  place ; for  at  the  time  we  made  our  retreat  (if  I 
may  so  term  it)  there  were  very  few  of  the  men  assembled  around  the  door. 

5585-  Did  you  feel  in  your  own  mind  that  there  was  just  ground  for  giving  you 
the  advice  to  take  an  escort,  and  so  to  leave  Ennistimon  ? — If  I were  going”  by 
myself,  I should  not  have  thought  of  taking  it ; had  I been  a Government  officer 
I would  not  be  so  easily  satisfied. 

5586.  Chairman.']  Have  you  had  any  opportunities  of  forming  any  opinion  re- 
garding Mr.  O’Brien’s  position  as  an  improving  and  good  landlord,  and  a good 
resident  country  gentleman  ? — I heard  it  stated  generally  in  that  county,  that  part 
of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  land,  which  seems  extremely  well  cultivated,  although  a little 
over-populated,  was  some  20  years  ago  a barren  rock. 

5587.  Do  you  know  whether  he  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  his  property 
great  numbers  of  the  poorer  class  of  labourers  ? — I heard  so,  and  I should  say  so 
from  the  improvements  he  has  effected. 

5588.  Do  you  know  Major  Macnamara’s  property  ? — It  was  pointed  out  to 
me. 

5589.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  his  being  a good  landlord  ? — I did  not  hear 
any  statement  with  reference  to  Major  Macnamara. 

5590.  Does  lie  not  rank  very  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbours  as  a kind 
landlord  ? — I believe  so. 
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Mercurii , 2°  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Bortlnvick. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  took  the  Chair,  pro  tem. 


Mr.  William  Moloy,  called  in ; and  Examined. 


5591.  Chairman .]  WHAT  are  you  in  the  way  of  business  ? — A baronial  super- 
intendent. 

5592.  Were  you  employed  under  the  Board  of  Works? — I was. 

5593-  Lrom  what  time  to  what  time  ? — I have  been  some  years  with  the 
Board. 

5594.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Millett? — I do. 

5595.  Do  you  know  Dr.  Finucane  ? — I do. 

5596.  Were  you  present  at  any  time  when  Dr.  Finucane  gave  a message  to 
Mr.  Millett,  in  county  Clare? — I was. 

5597.  When  was  it,  and  where  was  it  ? — It  was  in  Ennistimon,  on  the  20th 
October. 


3598.  Was  there  any  other  person  present  besides  yourself? — There  was  not. 

5599.  Where  was  it  in  Ennistimon? — At  Mr.  Millett’s  lodgings. 

5600.  Tell  us,  if  you  please,  what  Dr.  Finucane  said  to  Mr.  Millett?— Fie  said 
he  had  got  a message  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  deliver  to  him. 


5601.  Which  Mr.  O’Brien? — Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  the  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment; to  the  effect,  if  he  did  not  put  on  more  works,  or  set  more  men  to  work, 
he  would  expose  him.  The  precise  words  I cannot  recollect,  but  it  was  to  the 
effect,  that  he  would  mention  the  circumstance  before  the  people  at  Liscannor, 
and  for  him  to  mark  the  consequences,  and  to  beware  of  falling  out  with  an 
attorney. 

5602.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  that  was  the  first  time  that  that 
message  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Millett  that  you  heard  ? — I do  not  know. 

5603.  Mr.  W , Williams .]  Were  you  employed  under  Mr.  Millett? — -I  was. 

5604.  When  that  message  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Finucane,  to  which  you  refer, 
were  you  in  Mr. Millett’s  lodgings  by  accident,  or  were  you  there  upon  business? 

We  were  both  stopping  together. 

T°U  l0dged  to§ether  Yes. 

. ^ 0 ' „nd  l^e  message  was  delivered  in  the  presence  of  both  of  you  ? — Yes  : 

he  was  called  out  of  the  room  first.  . J 

hi/JT'  ^10.jVas  galled  out  of  the  room? — Mr.  Millett  by  Dr.  Finucane;  on 
“Yes  3!urn,.  ld  to  him  “You  have  heard  some  unpleasant  news,”  and  he  said 
1 an  it  was  after  this  that  the  message  was  repeated  in  my  presence. 

Son'  P1!  a.ware  what  Mr-  Millett  was  called  out  for  No. 
was  -i  t ' • 1 ”e  w*^ed  t0  communicate  with  him  in  your  absence  ? — Yes ; there 
-c.  1-u/J:)eiSon  111  100m  when  Mr.  Millett  was  called  out. 

?'  w 10uwas  tbat  third  Person  f— Captain  Baillie. 

6 ' TY^  ^resent  W^en  L*r-  Finucane  delivered  the  message  ? — No. 
with  Dr  Finuca  ^p^y  *n  tbe  room  al°ng  with  you  while  Mr.  Millett  was  absent 

°'105'  U c 5O13.  On 


Mr.  W.  Moloy. 
2 June  1847. 
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Mr,  IV.Moloy.  5613.  On  what  ground  did  you  make  the  observation  that  Mr.  Millett  had 

received  unpleasant  news? — I saw  him  uneasy  after  returning  to  the  room,  and  he 

2 June  1847.  seemed  much  excited. 

5614.  Did  he  state  to  you  the  cause  of  that  uneasiness  and  excitement?— Not 
at  that  time,  but  afterwards  he  did. 

5615.  Did  Dr.  Finucane  return  to  the  room  along  with  Mr.  Millett  when  he 
appeared  so  excited  ? — Yes. 

5616.  Did  you  inquire  of  Mr.  Millett  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Finucane  what 
was  the  cause  of  that  excitement  ? — I did. 

,5617.  Who  gave  the  answer,  was  it  Dr.  Finucane  or  Mr.  Millett?— Mr. 
Millett. 

5(1 18.  Dr.  Finucane  said  nothing  upon  the  occasion  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

5619.  Was  not  that  the  time  when  the  message  was  supposed  to  be  delivered 
by  Dr.  Finucane  to  Mr.  Millett? — It  was  after  Captain  Baillie  had  left  the  room 
that  I asked  him  a second  time,  that  he  must  have  heard  some  unpleasant  news 
and  he  said  he  had.  Dr.  Finucane  then  said  it  should  not  be  kept  a secret  from 
me,  and  it  was  then  explained. 

5620.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  the  room  ? — Yes. 

5621.  Chairman.]  Did  you  hear  Dr.  Finucane  himself  say  those  words,  or 
something  to  that  effect,  which  you  have  told  us? — Yes. 

5622.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  he  seem  desirous  that  Captain  Baillie  should  not 
hear  the  delivery  of  the  message  ? — It  appeared  to  me  he  did,  when  it  was  not 
repeated  in  his  presence. 

5623.  Chairman.']  Was  Captain  Baillie  in  the  room  when  Dr.  Finucane  said 
that  ? — No. 

5624.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  that  the  business  you  supposed  Dr.  Finucane  came 
upon,  or  was  he  there  for  any  other  ? — I should  say  not. 

5625.  It  was  for  that  object  ? — No,  I cannot  say  it  was  for  that  object. 

5626.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  if  you  ordered  any  implements  to 
be  made  in  Liscannor  ? — I did. 

5627.  What? — Hand  barrows,  wheelbarrows,  picks,  hammers  and  wedges, 
and  various  things. 

5628.  Had  you  authority  to  give  such  orders? — I had. 

2629.  From  your  superior  officer? — From  my  superior  officers. 

5630.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  those  implements  so  ordered  by  you, 
were  made  within  the  agreed  time? — Not  within  the-  time  I expected;  probably 
I did  not  specify  any  time. 

5631.  There  was  no  agreed  time  then,  was  there? — 1 should  say  not. 

5632.  Was  there  or  was  there  not? — I cannot  say. 

5633.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  were  you  processed  for  the  price  of  the  imple- 
ments ? — For  some  I was. 

5634.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  who  processed  you  ? — Stephen  Hanrahan. 

5^35-  Who  was  he? — A carpenter. 

5636*  The  persons  whom  you  employed  processed  you  for  the  price  .of  the 
things  r — Yes. 

5637.  What  was  the  result? — I had  the  process  settled  before  it  went  to  trial. 

5638.  You  paid  it? — I paid  it. 

5639.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  long  was  that  after  the  implements  were  made  or 
delivered? — They  were  not  delivered  until  they  were  not  required;  when  I gave 
the'  order,  we  required  the  implements.  The  fulfilment  of  the  order  for  the  hana- 
barrows  was  kept  back  until  the  time  when  the  works  were  reduced,  and  than 
we  did  not  require  them,  and  then : there  were  10  handbarrows  sent  in;  those 
1 refused  to  pay  for,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  furnished  when  they  were 
required. 

5640.  Had  the  carpenter  reason  to  know  that  the  time  was  past,  or  did  you 
mention  no  particular  time ?— I mentioned  no  particular  time;  I gave  the  order 
in  December,  and  they  were  not  supplied  until  April. 

5641.  Mr.  W.  Williams. ] When  the  process  was  served  upon  you,  T presume  you 
refused  to  pay  for  those  barrows? — I did. 

5642.  But  you  afterwards  paid  for  them  ? — Yes. 

5^43*  You  did  not  go  to  trial  upon  the  process,  because  you  were,  I presum  , 
advised  that  the  party  had  a legal  claim  for  those  implements?—!  enters  ^ 
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defence,  the  court  was  adjourned  to  Kilrush ; the  process  was  to  be  heard  in  the 
course  of  a week  or  10  days,  and  in  the  interim  I got  a summons  from  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  lest  I might  leave  Corotin  before  the  trial  would  come  on, 
I had  the  matter  settled. 

5644.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Where  did  the  carpenter  live  r — Beyond  Liscannor ; in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor. 

564/.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  there  was  not  a general 
complaint  amongst  the  persons  of  whom  the  implements  were  ordered,  about  not 
getting  paid  for  them  ; smiths  and  carpenters,  and  persons  of  that  kind  at  Ennis, 
and  all  through  the  country  ? — \ es,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a delay  in  conse- 
quence of  the  payments  being  made  monthly,  the  labourers  being  paid  weekly ; 
the  tradesmen’s  bills  were  paid  every  month,  which  caused  some  dissatisfaction 
among  tradespeople. 

5646.  In  your  judgment,  was  such  dissatisfaction  well  founded  ? — The  people 
were  very  poor. 

5647.  Was  it  well  founded  ? — Yes. 

5048.  Mr.  Tliornelr /.]  Were  those  tradesmen  aware  their  payments  would  be 
made  monthly  at  the  time  you  gave  the  orders? — They  were  fully  aware  of  it. 

5649.  Mr.  Bellew.']  And  they  were  paid  monthly  ? — Yes,  they  were. 

5650.  Chairman.']  If  they  knew  they  were  to  be  paid  monthly,  how  came  you 
to  say  the  dissatisfaction  was  well  founded  ? — In  consequence  of  the  distress  that 
prevailed  ; that  is  my  reason  for  the  answer. 

5651.  Mr.  Thomely .]  What  was  the  price  of  these  handbarrows  ?— Four 
shillings  each. 

5652.  Mr.  Bellew.]  When  made?— From  4$.  to  5s the  prices  varied;  but 
the  barrows  that  1 allude  to  now  were  4s. 

5653.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  did  not  place  men  on  the 
works  in  the  Liscannor  and  Killilagh  districts  at  the  request  of  private  indi- 
viduals, without  consulting  the  committees  ? — I have  done  so  in  Killilagh  ; I em- 
ployed many  there. 

5654.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  how  you  came  to  do  so  ? — There  was  no  list 

furnished  from  Killilagh  to  equal  the  number  of  men  we  required,  and  I went 
down  there  to  set  the  works  on,  and  I required  more  men  for  to  open  the  works. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Conolly  was  with  me  at  the  time,  and  he  pointed  out  the  persons 
or  named  the  individuals  who  were  to  be  employed,  and  at  his  suggestion  I put 
them  on.  0 


5055.  Did  you  do  so  at  Liscannor  at  all  ? — Not  at  Liscannor. 

5656.  In  the  Liscannor  district? — Not  in  the  Liscannor  district ; I have  put 
on  some  individuals  occasionally,  but  not  to  any  number  of  men. 

5657*  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  have  you  at  all  ? — I have. 

5058-  How  many  ? — I cannot  say. 

5D59-  About  how  many? — There  might  be  10  or  20. 

there  be  30  ? — I should  say  not ; I think  not. 

5001-  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  you  not  write  tickets  or  orders  to  the 
s ewards  and  check  clerks  to  have  those  persons  placed  on  the  works  ? — I did. 

50  2.  Row  came  you  to  do  that? — On  the  suggestion  on  the  ticket  of  some 
e^fiCr  °7yj  6 comin'tt;ee>  or  some  person  in  the  neighbourhood. 
q 3-  Did  you  ever  do  so  of  your  own  head,  and  without  any  suggestion  of 
lor  S^tleman,  or  some  person  belonging  to  the  committee,  either  in  the  Killi- 
Lrnn°r  district  • — Yes,  I have. 

a 5 came  y°u  t0  d°  that  ? — When  poor  persons  came  to  me  and  made 

tel P i CaSe’-  1 would  Put  them  on. 

for  doin  > /°Ur  jud&men*  wa$  it  your  duty  to  do  so,  and  what  authority  bad  you 
difitroccfu  ■~'Really  I had  no  authority  for  so  doing,  but  it  was  to  relieve  the 

S M Was  apparent  t0  me- 

trarfpcm’o  -r‘  -f homely.]  Were  those  men  you  put  on  at  the  recommendation  of 
“■ST-  6lt,tUte  circumstances ?-Yes. 

destitin!  ,>•  Gre  rec°mmended  to  you  on  the  ground  solely  that  they  were  iu 

sees  rHuTances?~Theywere- 

select  nn  o D th°se ^persons  you  selected  yourself  to  put  upon  the  works,  did  you 
660  rTT1  of 'heir  bei”g  “ circumstances  ?-I  did.  1 

5670.  clergyman  secretary  to  the  relief  committee  ? — Yes. 

persons  tn  ho  6 , scannor  committee  furnish  you  with  regular  lists  of  all  the 
0.105  emptoyed?—Yes‘ 

u u 2 5671.  And 
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5671.  And  you  took  upon  yourself  to  employ  persons  not  upon  those  lists ? 

I did. 

5672.  Did  you  consult  any  members  of  the  committee  as  to  the  propriety  of 

your  employing  those  persons  ? — I did  not.  ^ 1 

5673.  Upon  what  ground  did  you  take  upon  yourself  to  employ  them  when  it 

was  the  duty  of  the  committee  alone  to  furnish  you  with  the  list? If  any 

sons  made  their  distress  known  to  me,  that  was  the  only  ground  I had.  3 ^ 

5674.  You  stated  you  put  on  some  men  in  the  Killilagh  district  because  there 
were  not  a sufficient  number  of  men  for  labour? — Yes. 

5675.  Was  not  the  whole  population  of  Killilagh  pretty  nearly  upon  the  works? 
—They  were  latterly,  but  it  was  at  the  commencement  I allude  to. 

5676.  At  that  period  a sufficient  number  of  persons  had  not  applied  for  employ- 
ment to  perform  the  work  you  had  laid  out  ? — No.  1 

5677.  Did  you  apply  to  the  committee  at  Killiligh  for  regular  lists  ?— There 
was  no  committee  formed  at  the  time  ; the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallen  supplied  a list  for 
some,  and  on  the  same  day  they  were  set  to  work  and  others  with  them. 

5678.  In  the  Killilagh  district  ? — Yes. 

5679.  You  are  quite  sure  there  were  lists  of  some  of  the  labourers  in  the 
Killilagh  district? — I am. 

5680.  Chairman.~\  What  was  your  duty ; what  is  the  name  of  the  office  or 
duty  you  perform  ? — I was  the  superintendent  of  the  barony ; I laid  out  the 
works,  generally  speaking,  for  the  men,  and  afterwards  saw  them  executed  in  their 
different  stages. 

5681.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  How  many  superintendents  were  under  the  di- 
rection of  Captain  Gordon,  or  Captain  Wynne? — I could  not  be  certain ; but  I 
should  say  from  10  to  12. 

5682.  Did  you  receive  directions  from  the  Board  of  Works,  or  from  those 
officers'? — I received  them  from  the  officers;  I was  sent  by  the  Board  of  Works 
to  Clare. 

5683.  But  you  were  never  in  immediate  communication  with  the  Board? — I 
was  not. 

5684.  You  were  in  immediate  communication  with  the  officers  ? — Yes. 

5685.  How  many  relief  committees  did  that  barony  consist  of? — Four. 

5686.  If  Captain  Wynne  or  Captain  Gordon  sent  lists  to  you,  and  you  added 
names  to  those  lists,  was  the  security  for  the  payment  of  those  you  added  as  good 
as  it  was  for  the  payment  of  those  who  were  originally  sent  to  you  ? — Yes. 

55§7*  You  had  to  certify  for  the  payments? — In  some  instances  I had. 

5688.  And  in  some  instances  you  had  not  ?— I had  not ; for  the  works  were  so 
extensive,  it  would  take  me  two  days  to  examine  the  accounts,  as  well  as  the 
engineering  charge. 

5689.  But  who  returned  the  names? — The  names  were  returned  by  the  over- 
seer and  check  clerk. 

5690.  Did  anybody  else  under  you  add  names  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

5691.  Lord*/.  Manners .]  Were  any  of  the  names  you  put  on  subsequently 
rejected  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

5692.  Were  any  complaints  made  by  the  relief  committee  that  you  put  on 
names? — None. 

5^93-  Did  you  receive  the  thanks  of  the  committee  when  your  labours  termi- 
nated, for  your  conduct? — I did. 

5694.  Are  you  aware  if  that  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  unanimously,  or  was 
there  any  objection  made  to  it  ? — I am  not  aware  ; there  was  no  objection  made 
to  it. 

5695.  Mr.  Repton .]  Were  you  thanked  by  all  the  relief  committees,  or  by 
some  only  ? — By  some. 

5696.  Were  you  censured  by  any  relief  committees  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

5697.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  money  for  which  you 
were  processed,  and  which  was  paid  under  that  process,  was  paid  out  of  your 
own  pocket? — No. 

5698.  Did  you  charge  the  money  so  paid  to  the  works? — Yes. 

5699-  To  what  works  did  you  charge  the  money  that  was  so  paid  by  you-'" 
It  was  charged  to  the  Liscannor  district,  a part  of  it. 

5700.  To  what  was  the  other  charged? — To  the  Ennistimon  district. 

5701.  Was  it  charged  to  a particular  work  or  the  district? — To  the  district. 

5702.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  do  you  understand  whether  it  was  chuige^° 
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any  district,  or  to  any  particular  work  in  the  district  ?—  It  was  divided  among  the 
works  in  the  district. 

5703.  Was  a portion  charged  to  one  work,  and  a portion  to  another,  and 
soon? — Yes. 

5704.  Mr.  Bellezv.]  What  reason  did  the  carpenter  give  you  for  not  having 
made  those  10  handbarrows? — He  did  not  assign  any  reason ; he  was  repairing 
implements  for  me,  and  he  kept  these  back;  he  did  not  complete  the  order  until 
long  after. 

5705.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  in  Clonny  parish  you  did 
not  put  on  a man  in  comfortable  circumstances  of  the  name  of  Edward  Kean? — 
Not  that  I am  aware. 

5706.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not? — I did  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

5707.  Did  you  put  on  Ned  Ryan,  being  a person  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
or  Pat  Ryau?— I am  not  aware. 

5708.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not? — I cannot  say  positively  that  I did  not. 

5709.  Have  you  a list  of  the  persons  you  put  on  ? — I have  not. 

5710.  Did  you  not  put  anybody  on  whom  you  knew  to  be  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances?— I never  put  on  a man  whom  I knew  to  be  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances ; I might  have  put  a man  on  that  was  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but 
I was  not  aware  of  it  at  the  time. 


Mr.  John  Petty , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

5711.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Civil  Engineer? — I am. 

5712.  Have  you  resided  in  county  Clare  for  some  years  past? — I have. 

5713.  How  long? — For  the  last  three  years. 

5714.  Were  you  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  in  that  county  ?— I was. 

5715.  When  did  you  begin  to  be  employed  by  them? — The  3d  of  June  last. 

5716.  What  had  you  been  doing  in  the  county  during  the  two  years  before 
that  that  you  had  been  residing  there  ? — I was  learning  my  profession  from  my 
uncle. 

571?-  What  is  he? — A civil  engineer  and  county  surveyor  for  Clare. 

5718.  Where  does  he  reside? — In  Ennis. 

5719.  For  the  last  six  months  what  state  was  county  Clare  in  for  peace  and 
order  r — It  was  in  a very  disturbed  state. 

5720.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  poor? — Yes,  the  destitution.  I know 
of  no  other  cause. 

5721.  Had  you  any  business  to  do  with  relief  committees? — I had. 

5722.  At  West  Clare? — Corofin  is  the  only  committee  I had  to  deal  with. 
o723*  Is  that  not  in  West  Clare? — It  is. 

5724.  Have  you  any  lists  with  you? — I have. 

5725.  What  is  the  date  of  the  first  list  you  produce? — There  are  two  here, 
which  are  not  dated. 

572fi-  From  whom  did  you  receive  them? — I received  them  from  Captain 
Wynne.  3 

5727.  When  ? — I suppose  about  a fortnight  ago.  I got  copies  of  them  first 

from  Captain  Wynne.  5 5 

5728.  When  did  you  receive  the  copies? — I received  the  copies  I suppose 

about  five  months  ago. 

5/ 29.  Did  you  act  upon  those  copies? — Yes. 

^0U  re?eive  that  copy  from  Captain  Wynne  ? — Yes. 
rP1’  jJ^at  was  it  your  duty  to  do? — To  employ  the  people, 
w ° *S  ^ s*§nec*  by? — Mr.  Hugh  O’Loghlin. 

Tv  c^a^rrnan  ^ — Yes,  of  the  Corofin  relief  committee. 

„ 34-  Did  you  find  any  persons  upon  the  list  who  were  persons  in  comfortable 

circumstances?— I did. 

^°U  ta^e  ^rst^ — Francis  Brody,  and  John  Brody,  of  Glanquim. 

me  so  Were  these  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — They  have  told 

WaS  Francis  Brody? — A farmer;  he  told  me  that  he  had  14  acres 
a year  r 'fi°  C0Ws’  anc^  two  yearlings,  14  sheep  and  a horse,  and  that  he  had  10/. 
him  4^a0yea^^enf,  ^ 3 tenant  wbo  PaYs  him  10  /.  a year,  and  another  who  pays 

0,I°5,  u u 3 5738.  Who 
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5738.  Who  was  his  landlord? — I do  not  know. 

5739.  Flow  does  he  appear  upon  the  list? — Francis  Brody,  26  years  of  a&e  • 

himself  and  his  brother  are  put  together ; seven  males  and  five  females  are 
given  for  the  two ; they  have  five  acres  and  two  roods  between  them,  and  one 
cow  ’ 

5740.  How  much  had  John  Brody  ? — Ten  acres  of  land,  and  his  son  had  10 

one  cow,  and  one  sow,  and  he  had  also  sheep.  Pat , a tenant  of  hi«> 

paid  him  10  /.  a year  rent,  and  he  had  also  10  /.  a year  as  property. 

5741.  Are  there  any  other  persons  upon  that  list  of  whom  you  can  give  any 
account,  as  to  their  circumstances  being  comfortable  ? — Not  in  that.  a 

5742.  What  list  have  you  now  in  your  hand  ? — One  of  the  15th  of  September. 

5743.  Do  you  find  upon  it  any  persons  who  were  in  comfortable  circumstances? 
— One. 

5744.  What  was  his  name? — Bartholomew  Hehir. 

5745.  What  do  you  say  of  him  ? — He  told  me  he  had  six  acres  of  land,  a cow 
and  a mule,  12  sheep,  and  five  lambs,  and  he  paid  no  rent. 

5746.  How  is  he  described  in  the  list  ? — As  having  eight  in  family,  six  acres 
of  land,  and  two  persons  recommended. 

5747.  Did  you  not  ask  how  he  came  to  put  his  name  on  the  list,  or  get  his 
name  put  on  the  list? — I did  not. 

5748.  It  was  no  matter  of  yours  ? — 1 do  not  think  it  was. 

5749.  Are  there  any  other  persons  on  that  list? — Not  on  that. 

5750.  Who  signed  that  second  list? — Mr.  Hugh  O’Loughlin. 

5751.  Is  he  the  chairman  of  Corofin  ? — Yes. 

5752.  What  is  your  next  name?— Pat  Lee. 

5753*  What  do  you  say  about  him;  was  he  in  comfortable  circumstances?— 
He  told  me  he  had  13  acres  of  arable  land  and  20  acres  of  pasture,  and  two  cows, 
and  his  son  had  two  ; his  son  is  only  a boy. 

5754-  How  came  he  to  tell  you  that? — I asked  him. 

5755*  Did  you  make  no  remark,  and  ask  him  how  he  came  upon  the  list, 
having  that  property  ? — I did  not. 

5756.  What  were  you  talking  to  him  for? — Mr.  Gamble  wished  to  get  some 
of  those  cases. 

5757-  When  did  he  tell  you  that? — I suppose  about  six  weeks  ago. 

5758.  You  did  not  know  it  at  that  time  ? — No. 

5759 • Am  I to  understand  that  the  inquiries  respecting  the  persons  whose 
names  you  have  given  were  only  directed  to  them  about  six  weeks  ago? — That 
is  all. 

5760.  How  is  he  down  on  the  list? — As  having  12  in  family,  and  neither  land 
nor  stock. 

5761.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  he  continue  on  the  works  after  you  made  those 
inquiries  ? — No,  he  was  dismissed  before. 

5762.  Were  the  others  dismissed? — They  were. 

57^3-  Mr.  ReptonJ]  Did  you  never  hear  any  report  about  this  man  being  in 
comfortable  circumstances  ? — No. 

57*H-  Chairman .]  Do  you  find  any  other  person  upon  any  other  list? — Yes. 

.57 fy)-  When  did  you  receive  it? — About  five  weeks  ago. 

5766.  What  name  do  you  find  there? — Dennis  Kerin. 

5767.  What  was  his  case  ? — He  told  me  he  had  three  cows  and  two  heifers, 
two  horses  and  two  sheep,  and  eight  acres  of  land. 

5768.  Did  you  report  that? — He  had  been  dismissed  at  this  time.  _ . 

5769.  Mr.  S.  TVortley. ] Had  he  been  dismissed  before  you  made  that  inquiry 
— Yes. 

5770.  And  all  of  them?— Yes. 

5771'  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  when  they  were  dismissed? — After  the  20th 
of  March. 

5772-  Mr.  Thornely r.]  Do  you  know  how  long  they  remained  on  the  works 
before  they  were  dismissed? — Three  weeks. 

5773-  Chairman^  Were  they  dismissed  after  your  inquiries  or  before  ?— Before 
I made  those  inquiries. 

5774.  How  is  he  described  on  the  list  ?— As  having  three  in  family,  16  acres  of 
land,  and  no  stock. 

5775.  Mr.  S.  Wortley.~\  Had  they  been  dismissed  under  the  new  orders,  that 

those  holding  the  greatest  quantity  of  land  should  be  dismissed  ? — Yes.  1 

5776.  Chairman. J 
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5776.  Chairman.']  Do  you  find  any  other  persons  upon  those  lists  ? — No. 

5777.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases,  except  those  you  have  mentioned, 
where  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  were  put  upon  the  lists? — I do  not. 

5778.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  Captain  Wynne  ever  called  your  atten- 
tion to  improper  persons  being-  upon  the  lists,  and  directed  you  to  look  into  it? — 
Yes,  before  the  20th  of  March. 

5779-  Upon  what  occasion  ? — More  than  one. 

5780.  Did  he  give  you  a general  order? — On  one  occasion. 

5781.  When  was  that?— I got  instructions  to  make  out  a list  of  persons  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  to  give  to  the  inspecting  officer,  that  the  reduction  might 
be  made.  It  was  Captain  Gordon  made  the  reduction. 

5782.  When  was  that? — On  the  20th  of  March. 

57S3.  When  did  you  receive  your  instructions? — I cannot  tell;  it  mi^ht  be 
about  a fortnight  before  the  20th. 

5784.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  was  it  any  part  of  your  duty  to  revise  the  list,  as 
engineer? — No,  I do  not  think  it  was  ; but  I was  desired  to  get  the  check  clerks 
to  make  out  a list  of  those  who  were  in  the  most  comfortable  circumstances.  I 
did  desire  them  to  do  so,  and  they  sent  it  to  the  office. 

5785.  Mr.  S.  Worthy .]  Was  the  20th  of  March  the  dale  of  the  first  order  of 
Government  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  workmen  on  the  works  ? — I think 
it  was. 

5786.  Under  that  order,  had  directions  been  given  by  Captain  Fishbourne  for 
the  inquiry  to  be  made? — I think  it  was  since. 

5787.  Were  steps  taken  by  Captain  Fishbourne  after  that  order,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  who  were  the  most  comfortable  persons  on  the  list  ? — Yes,  there 
were. 

5788.  Did  you  give  directions  to  the  stewards  to  obtain  that  information  ?— To 
the  check  clerks. 

5789*  Was  it  the  information  you  got  in  this  way  which  directed  your  atten- 
tion to  the  names  of  those  persons  ? — Yes. 

r 5790,  -And  then  it  was  you  went  and  made  personal  inquiries  of  them  ? — 
Yes. 

5791.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  those  inquiries  made  by  the  check  clerks  that 
the  persons  were  dismissed  from  the  works,  before  you  made  those  inquiries  of 
your  own  ? — Y es,  it  was. 

5792.  Were  the  personal  inquiries  you  made  afterwards  with  a view  to  giving 
information  to  this  Committee  ? — Y'es. 

5793.  Mr.  JBelleio.']  In  those  lists  is  there  a column  for  stock? — There  is. 

5794.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  were  not,  from  great  pres- 
sure on  the  part  of  the  people,  in  October  last,  or  about  that  time,  obliged  to  ' 
put  many  persons  on  the  works  without  labour  lists? — Yes;  without  labour  lists, 
but  from  books  made  out  by  the  relief  committee,  and  lists  signed  by  the  priest. 

579 5*  Did  you  refuse  to  employ  several  persons  on  the  ground  of  their  not 
being  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — I do  not  recollect  any  such  thing. 

579^-  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  Captain  Wynne  visited  Corofin  -soon  after 
he  came.into  the  county  ? — I really  do  not  know  ; I do  not  know  the  time  exactly 
he  came  into  the  county. 

5797-  lam  desired  to  ask  you  did  you  ever  hear  him  at  Corofin  address  the 
people, and  censure  you  for  refusing  employment  to  any  person  you  had  rejected? 

5798-  Tell  us  when  that  was  ? — I cannot  tell  you  the  date. 

5799-  "hat  did  he  say  to  the  people;  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  was  the 
censure  he  applied  to  you? — He  only  told  me  it  was  not  my  duty -to  dismiss 
people  from  the  works. 

5800.  Had  you  dismissed  people  from  the  works? — I had  a few. 

5 01.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  was  that  a public  censure  before  the  people?—* 

ine  people  were  present. 

5802.  Could  they  hear  what  passed  ?— They  could. 

T if*  ’ ^er?  tk°se  Persons  you  put  off  the  works  reinstated  after  that  ? — Yes.; 

i let  them  go  back. 

^80 ere^e.y  instated? — There  were  not  on  that  day. 

c-nmfrvi*  1 1 3n?  desirec*  to  ask  you  did  you  not  reject  persons  because  they  were  in 
comfortable  circumstances  ? — I did. 

°'105‘  u u 4 5806.  Now 
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5806.  Now  I will  ask  you  whether  they  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  in 
your  judgment  ? — They  told  me  their  circumstances. 

5807.  Was  that  the  reason  you  rejected  them? — That  was  the  reason.  On 
one  road  near  Corofiu  I heard  there  were  a great  number  of  persons  who  were  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  and  the  inspecting  officer  was  not  able  to  come  to 
Corofin  up  to  that  time,  and  1 thought  it  my  duty  to  turn  them  off;  I went  and 
asked  them  what  stock  they  had. 

5808.  How  came  Captain  Wynne  to  put  them  on? — I do  not  know;  when 
he  said  that,  I told  them  to  go  hack  to  the  works. 

5809.  You  obeyed  ? — Yes. 

58 10.  Mr.  W.  Worthy .]  Were  any  of  those  who  had  been  dismissed  by  you 
reinstated  by  Captain  Wynne’s  orders  ? — No. 

5811.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  Did  Captain  Wynne  order  you  to  restore 
them  ? — No. 

5812.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  he  assign  any  reason  for  saying  what  he  did? 
- — He  said  it  was  not  my  duty. 

5813.  Was  any  investigation  gone  into  to  show  they  were  not  in  comfortable 
circumstances? — There  was  not  at  the  time  ; there  was  afterwards. 

5814.  Were  they  then  struck  off,  or  were  they  kept  on  ? — I cannot  tell. 

5815.  Mr.  S.  Worthy.]  Are  we  to  understand  that  Captain  Wynne  gave  you 
orders  to  restore  those  particular  persons  ?- — It  was  not  my  duty. 

5816.  Did  he  ever  give  you  particular  orders  to  restore  them? — No;  I desired 
them  to  go  back  to  their  work  till  he  should  strike  them  off. 

,5817.  When  he  told  you  it  was  not  your  duty,  without  any  further  communi- 
cation, you  went  back  and  restored  them  ? — Yes. 

5818.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  strike  off  any  of  those?— He 
did,  some  of  them. 

5819.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  it  arise  from  any  difference  between  you  and  Captain 
Wynne  ? — No.  It  was  very  kind  of  Captain  Wynne  to  tell  me  it  was  not  my 
duty. 

5820.  Mr.  Repton .]  I understand  you  restored  them?— I did. 

5821.  Chairman.]  1 am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  made  any  complaint 
to  Mr.  Gamble  of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  to  you  on  that  occasion? — I did  not 
know  who  Captain  Wynne  was  at  the  time. 

5822.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  what  you  said  to  Mr.  Gamble  about  it?— I 
cannot  recollect  the  words. 

5823.  Give  us  the  purport  of  it? — I did  not  know  who  the  person  was  who 
came  to  Corofin. 

5824.  Do  you  remember  the  nature  of  your  complaint  to  Mr.  Gambler- 
Complaints  of  having  said  it  was  not  my  duty. 

5825.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  who  Captain  Wynne  was? — I did  not. 

5826.  Was  it  on  that  account  you  complained  to  Mr.  Gamble? — It  was. 

5827.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  Corofin  committee  did  not  soon 
after  that  remove  some  from  the  works  who  were  put  on  at  that  time  by  Captain 
Wynne?- — Some  of  them  by  order  of  Captain  Wynne. 

5828.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  did  not  know  it  was  by  a revision 
by  the  committee  themselves  of  the  lists  ? — There  was  a revision  by  the  com- 
mittee when  Captain  Wynne  insisted  upon  a revision  ; hut  for  Captain  Wynue 
they  would  not  have  been  revised. 

5829.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  Corofin  committee  did  not  com- 
plain to  you  of  improper  persons  being  kept  upon  the  works  after  the  lists  had 
been  revised  by  them  ? — I never  recollect  one  of  them  telling  me  so, 

5830.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  you  see  a resolution  upon  the  subject 
dated  the  19th  of  November  ] 846? — Yes,  I recollect  seeing  a resolution. 

5831.  Do  you  remember  the  committee  complaining  to  you  of  the  non-mea- 
surement of  the  labourers’  task-work  ? — At  one  time. 

5832.  Was  there  a resolution  upon  that  subject? — There  was. 

5833.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  that  subsequent  to  the  men  being  turned  off?— Just 
afterwards. 

5834. ^  Chairman.]  Was  the  complaint  of  the  committee,  in  your  opinion,  well 
founded  ? — It  was. 

5^35-  Why  ? — Because  I could  not  get  a sufficient  number  of  persons  to 
measure  the  work. 

5836.  Had 
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5836.  Had  you  a copy  of  the  resolution  given  to  you?— I think  I had;  I am 
not  sure.  I niay  have  been  present  at  the  committee. 

5837.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  ever  knew  Captain 
Wynne  sanction  the  employment  of  any  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
knowing  them  to  be  so  ?—  Never. 

5S3S.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  After  you  ordered  them  to  be  removed,  you  put  them 
on  aoaiur — No,  the  committee  put  them  on. 

5839.  Sir/.  Walsh.']  The  members  of  the  committee,  in  the  first  place,  put 
them  on,  and  in  the  second  place,  you  removed  them  on  your  own  responsibility  ? 
—I  did. 

5840.  After  that,  Captain  Wynne  informed  you  he  did  not  consider  your 
authority  warranted  you  in  removing  them  ?—  He  did. 

5841.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  And  then  you  put  them  on  again?— Yes;  mo  t 
of  them  were  not  put  on  for  more  than  a week  after. 

5842.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  they  put  on,  whether  the  opinion  you  formed 
of  their  being  in  comfortable  circumstances  was  correct  or  not  ?— Yes,  they  were 
by  me;  Captain  Wynne  said  he  would  be  at  the  next  day  of  meeting,  to  revise 
the  lists,  and  then  he  discharged  them  himself. 

5843.  Mr.  Bellew.]  When  was  that  meeting? — A week  afterwards. 

5843  *.  And  then  they  were  put  upon  the  lists  ? — Some  of  them  were. 

5844.  Chairman .]  Were  you  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Gamble  while  vou 
were  there? — Yes. 

5845.  Will  you  look  at  a letter,  number  to,  in  180  ? — That  is  my  letter. 

5846.  1 see  from  time  to  time  notices  were  posted  up  at  Corofin  r Yes. " 

5847.  Are  these  the  notices  in  this  letter  ? — They  are  copies. 

5848.  Did  you  afterwards  see  a notice  posted  on  the  Court-house  on  the 
1 5th  of  October? — I did. 

5849.  Is  this  a copy  of  it  ? — That  is  a copy. 

58,50.  “ Sir, — Your  acts  of  undoubtable  tyranny  towards  the  young  men  in  your 
district,  in  bringing  strangers  into  employment  which  they  are  not  capable  of  doing, 
and  which  the  y'oung  men  here  are  capable  of  undertaking  and  executing,  is 
looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye,  that  eye  which  never  yet  failed  me  pulling  a trigger, 
and  bringing  down  the  object;  now  beware,  and  take  notice,  and  also  the 
strange  overseers,  that  my  red  firebrand  of  vengeance  is  raised  against  them 
and  them,  unless  compliance  with  this,  and  strangers  absent  yourselves  in  six 
days.  Lady  Clare.  To  Mr.  John  Petty,  Civil  Engineer.”  Did  you  your- 
selt  go  armed  at  that  time,  or  afterwards  ? — After  that  time. 

5851.  Did  you  consider  it  necessary  for  safety  of  life  to  do  so  ? — I did. 

5S52.  Was  that  on  account  of  the  excitement  among  the  people  against  you 
personally,  and  against  other  persons  employed  by  the  Hoard  of  Works  ? — Gene- 
rally against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

5853.  Lord  /.  Manners.]  Whether  they  were  Englishmen  or  Irishmen  ? — ' They 
were  all  Irishmen. 

5854-  Mr.  Bellew .]  What  did  they  mean  by  strangers? — Not  in  this  parish;' 
m the  barony  I had  very  few  strangers. 

5855-  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  you  at  all  molested  or  assaulted  after  the  receipt 
or  that  etter  ?— One  night  the  door  of  my  lodgings  was  forced  open  ; I had  to 
send  for  the  police  to  get  the  people  away. 

58.56-  How  was  it  forced  open  ? — Pushed  open. 

5^57-  Was  it  locked? — Fastened  on  the  inside. 

5858.  Did  they  enter  your  lodgings? — No;  I sent  the  back  way  for  the 


5859.  After  forcing  the  door  open,  they  could  come  in  ? — They  could  ; but  the 
police  were  down  nearly  as  soon. 

rr°W  lar  WaS  l)0^ce  stati°n  — Not  far  ; about  15  perches. 

h°W  *on£  wou*d  ta^e  a person  to  go  there? — About  three  minutes. 

,i  r>  2"  can  5’®u  account  for  the  ill-feeling  existing  against  the  officers  of 
‘tSfTs’  ^or*cs  ‘ — Because  they  did  their  duty ; that  was  the  only  reason, 
putt  ^ -Walsh.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  in  consequence  of  your 
in  danger?60  1^’  ^ere  was  a great  pressure  upon  you,  and  vvere  you  threatened  and 

,^ieu  y°u  conceived  that  Captain  Wynne  had  your  safety  in  view  when 
aesired  you  not  to  interfere  ?— He  had,  undoubtedly. 

°5’  X x 5865.  Mr. 
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5865.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  What  time  at  night  was  this  attack  upon  y0ur 

house  ? — About  half-past  eight.  J 

5866.  Was  it  from  a crowd  of  people  wishing  to  get  employment?— From  a 
crowd  of  people  wishing  to  get  employment. 

5867.  Was  it  rather  an  accidental  scuffle  than  a premeditated  attack?— Thev 
told  me  not  to  go  near  their  localities,  unless  I gave  them  employment.  ^ 

5868.  How  many  were  there? — About  50  or  60. 

5869.  Was  it  at  the  front  door  ? — At  the  front  door  ; it  was  bolted,  and  they 

forced  open  the  door ; they  did  not  break  the  door.  ' 

5870.  It  was  merely  a latch  key  ? — A latch  key  or  bolt. 

5871.  Sir  J.  Walsh .]  Do  you  remember  a strange  overseer  of  the  name  of 
Harrington,  not  a native  of  the  country? — Yes. 

5872.  Do  you  remember  any  outrage  being  committed  upon  him? I do 

A party  of  men  entered  his  lodgings  and  beat  him,  and  thought  they  had  killed 
him. 

5873.  They  left  him  for  dead  ? — Y es. 

5874.  By  night  or  by  day? — By  night. 

.5875-  In  what  part  of  the  country  ? — Ruan. 

5876.  How  far  is  that  from  Ennis  ? — Five  miles. 

5877.  How  far  from  Corofin  ? — About  three  miles  and  a half. 

5878.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Was  he  considered  a stranger? — He  was  from  the 
same  county,  but  not  from  the  same  locality. 

5879.  Sir  J.  Walsh.’]  Was  it  known  why, the  assault  was  committed  upon  him? 
— No,  but  that  merely  he  made  them  work  ; and  made  them  earn  their  wa^es. 

5880.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Was  he  within  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  ?— The 
barony  of  Inchiquin. 

5881.  This  person  was  not  employed  in  this  district  respecting  which  this 
inquiry  has  taken  place? — No. 

5882.  You  stated  that  you  considered  that  Captain  Wynne  complained  of  your 
dismissing  these  men.  Was  it  merely  out  of  respect  for  your  safety,  or  was  it 
because  he  considered  it  was  not  the  duty  of  that  particular  office  that  you  held  ? 

In  the  first  place  it  was  not  my  duty,  and  in  the  second  place,  I am  sure  he 
had  my  safety  in  view. 

5883.  Did  he  say  so? — No. 

5884.  What  is  your  reason  for  believing  it  was  r — Because  1 knew  if  I had 
dismissed  many  more  of  them,  that  I might  perhaps  not  be  alive  now. 

.5885.  How  could  you  know  the  feelings  of  Captain  Wynne  if  he  said  nothing 
to  you  ? — He  never  said  so  to  me ; but  he  told  me  that  day  that  if  I continued 
in  that  way  it  would  get  me  into  some  unpleasant  predicament. 

5886.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  if  you  know  how  many  were  struck 
off  rhe  works  on  the  first  revision  of  the  Corofin  lists  ? — There  were  1,800  struck 
off  in  the  whole  barony. 

5887.  Out  of  how  many  were  the  1,800? — Out  of  5,542. 

5888.  When  was  that?— About  the  7th  of  November. 

5889.  Were  they  put  on  again  ? — Some  of  them  .were. 

5890.  How  many? — I should  think  more  than  1,0.00;  about  1,600. 

5891.  Sir  J.  JV alsh.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  you  did  not,  on  after 
occasions,  receive  support  and  encouragement  from  Captain  Wynne  in  the  execu- 
tion of  your  duties? — Alwavs. 

5892.  You  stated  Harrington  became  obnoxious  to  the  people  in  consequence 
of  making  them  work  ; did  they  earn  more  wages  1— They  did,  Before  he  went 
there  they  received  8 d.,  but  did  not  earn  it ; and  afterwards  they  received 

1 s.  id. 

5893.  Were  they  discontented  at  working  for  more  rather  than  being  idle  at 
less  ? — They  were. 

5894.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  What  situation  did  Harrington  hold  ?— He  was  an 
overseer. 

5895-  Did  you  act  with  him  ? — I did. 

5896.  In  the  same  district?— In  the  same  district. 

Hnder  ?~Over  him ; he  had  one  parish  under  me. 

5898.  No  part  of  his  duty  was  performed  within  the  district  of  Corcomroe?— 
Not  in  the  district  of  Corcomroe  surely  ; Corofin  is  merely  a town  in  the  barony 
of  Inchiquin.  J 
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Michael  Lynch , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

*899.  Chairman.]  WHAT  were  you  ?— An  Overseer. 

5900.  Under  the  Board  of  Works? — Yes. 

5901.  What  was  your  duty? — To  put  the  men  to  work,  and  laying  out  the 
work  for  them. 

5902.  When  were  you  employed  in  Clare? — I am  in  the  employment  these 
three  or  four  years  back. 

5903.  Were  you  employed  in  October  last? — Yes,  I was. 

5904.  Had  you  to  do  with  the  Corofin  committee? — Yes,  I had. 

5905.  Do  you  know  of  any  improper  persons,  that  is,  persons  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  being  upon  the  Corofin  lists  ? — I do. 

5906.  Have  you  any  of  the  lists  here? — 1 have. 

5907.  Will  you  produce  them;  what  is  the  date  of  the  first  list?— Sixteenth 
of  December. 

5908.  Was  it  signed  by  the  chairman? — It  was. 

5909.  Who  is  that? — Mr.  O’Loughlin. 

5910.  Do  you  find  any  person  upon  that  list  whom  you  know  to  be  a person  at 
the  time  he  was  there  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I do,  a good  many. 

5911.  Give  us  the  names,  and  tell  us  how  they  are  put  down  upon  the  lists? — 
Michael  Fitzgerald,  six  in  family,  17  acres  of  land,  and  one  recommended  for 
work,  and  no  stock. 

5912.  Did  you  afterwards  see  that  man  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  Gamble,  and  learn 
from  him  what  his  circumstances  really  were  at  the  time? — I did. 

5913.  When  was  it  you  saw  him? — I saw  him  about  the  1st  of  May.  I went 
to  him  and  asked  him  had  he  those  things  he  told  me  he  had. 

5914.  What  things  had  he? — He  has  three  cows,  eight  sheep,  and  eight  acres 
of  land. 

5915.  How  long  had  he  been  employed  on  the  works? — I cannot  exactly  say ; 
all  the  winter ; for  two  or  three  months,  as  near  as  I can  guess. 

5916.  Do  you  know  who  recommended  him  to  the  committee? — I do  not. 

5917.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Do  you  know  whose  tenant  he  is? — No,  I do  not. 

5918.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  who  the  agent  is? — No,  I do  not. 

5919.  What  townland  is  it  in  ? — Cahabanina. 

5920.  Chairman .]  How  many  persons  upon  the  lists  can  you  speak  to  who  are 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  although  they  were  upon  the  lists,  and  have  been 
employed  upon  the  works  ? — I have  the  names  of  61  in  that  parish,  although  there 
were  a great  many  more ; but  I went  to  those  61  to  ask  them  what  they  had. 

5921.  You  say  you  had  61  persons  down  upon  the  lists,  but  whom  you  have 
afterwards  ascertained  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

5922.  Did  you  find  it  out  from  their  telling  you  so,  or  did  you  take  that  and 
other  means  of  ascertaining  it  ? — I found  out  that  from  their  own  acknowledgments. 

I went  to  their  houses  and  asked  them  these  questions,  had  they  this  complement 
of  land  and  stock,  and  they  told  me  they  had. 

5923.  Had  you  known  it  before  you  went  to  them  ? — Yes. 

5924-  Did  you  know  it  when  they  were  on  the  works  ? — No. 

5925-  Mr.  Bellew.  1 None  of  them  were  upon  the  works  when  you  went? 
— No. 

592b.  Chamnan.]  About  how  many  persons  were  upon  the  lists  out  of  which 
the  61  were  taken  ? — In  the  five  parishes  of  Iuagh  and  Killamona,  320  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection. 

5927-  Are  those  61  names  in  any  particular  district? — They  are  in  one  parish. 

5928.. Which  parish? — Killamona. 

5929-  Mr.  Bellew .]  Do  you  know  the  landlords  in  any  of  those  61  cases? — No, 
I do  not. 

5930.  Now  how  many  names  have  you  of  persons  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances down  upon  the  lists  in  Inagh  ? — Seventy-five  in  Inagh. 

5931*  Have  you  found  that  from  themselves  in  the  same  manner? — From 
them  personally. 

5932-  That  they  are  persons  with  more  than  they  are  down  for  ? — Yes.  I 
went  to  every  one  of  these  at  their  houses,  and  asked  them  the  question. 

5933-  What  did  they  say? — What  they  told  me  I entered  down  on  this  sheet. 

5934*  Did  they  sometimes  tell  you  that  they  had  more  than  they  were  down 

*or,  and  sometimes  less  ?— They  did  not. 

°-105*  x x 2 5935-  What 
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. 5935-  What  did  they  tell  you  in  general ; did  they  tell  you  what  their 
circumstances  were ; did  they  tell  you  that  what  they  were  down  for  ' k 
lists  was  not  the  true  account  ? — They  told  me  what  they  had  in  their  nn  °D  • e 
at  that  time.  possession 

5936.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did  they  know  the  object  for  which  you  were  makin„.i 
inquiries? — No.  oll)e 

5937*  Chairman.’]  Had  you  the  list  with  you?— Yes. 

5938.  Did  they  see  it  ?— Some  did  and  some  did  not. 

5939-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Did  you  put  down  any  names  yourself  r— Never 

Patrick  M'h/irney,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

594°-  Chairman.']  IN  what  service  were  you  ? — A parish  superintendent  in 
1 liiiagn. 

,5941.  Have  you  seen  this  letter  of  yours,  No.  13  ? — I have. 

5942.  It  appears  on  the  30th  of  October  you  made  a complaint  avainst  the 
gentlemen  composing  the  relief  committee  at  Killilagh  ? — I complained  verbally 
on  the  30th  of  October  to  my  superior  officer  of  the  treatment  I received  from  the 
relief  committee  at  Killilagh  on  the  29th. 

5493.  What  was  the  complaint  which  you  had  to  make  against  the  relief 
committee? — That  of  ill-treating  me. 

5944.  What  was  the  ill-treatment  1— There  was  a policeman  came  to  me  when 
1 was  discharging  my  duties  on  one  of  the  works  ; not  at  first  a policeman  but  a 
civdian,  and  smd  I was  wanted  by  the  committee,  by  Major  Macnamara  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon,  but  I refused. 

5945-  Did  you  afterwards  go  r— Then  a policeman  came  up  subsequently,  and 
said  I would  not  be  delayed  long,  and  I went  with  him.  J 

.5946.  When  you  went  to  the  committee-room  whom  did  you  find  there  ?— 

I recollect  seeing  Major  Macnamara. 

5947-  Did  you  find  the  Itey.  Mr.  Fallon  7— Yes,  and  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara. 
5948.  Were  the  committee  there  on  business  ? — I think  so. 

5949*  What  did  you  say  ? When  I entered  I found  charges  were  preferred 
against  me.  r 

5950.  What  charges  r — That  of  placing  improper  persons  upon  the  worts  and 
appointing  stewards. 

5951-  Who  made  those  charges  ?— Mr.  Francis  Macnamara. 

.59t5i2,  ^ did  you  say  to  that?-— I began  to  explain  as  well  as  I could.  I 
said  I knew  nothing  about  it. 

5953-  Was  that  so  in  point  of  fact,  that  you  did  know  nothing  of  it  ?— I was 
not  aware  1 put  any  person  on  the  works  improperly  myself. 

5954-  What  was  then  said  or  done  to  you  ? — I also  said  I did  not  think  it 
belonged  to  the  committee  to  appoint  stewards,  that  I always  found,  from  mv  ora 
experience,  that  that  privilege  was  vested  in  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
theydhi  ^ ^ gentkme“  of  ,he  committee  differ  from  you?— My  belief  is 

5 9.) fj;  What  was  said  or  done  to  you  in  consequence  of  your  observations? — 
w as  0 owed  up  at  great  length.  I do  not  remember  the  entire  of  the  language 
used  ; but  after  some  length  I was  endeavouring  to  justify  my  conduct,  so  far  as 
I could,  in  giving  every  explanation.  J J ' 

. M57.  Who  was  the  chairman  ?— I believe  Major  Macnamara.  I began  to 
show  them  I did  not  put  any  person  on  the  works,  and  then  in  the  end  the  thing 
°“=  "tt-uf°'l0Wed  '1PJt00  fkr  ^ Mr-  Francis  Macnamara. 
evnlnn  .sald  or  done  ^ al,y  Person  to  you  after  you  made  your 

fgF  yjlM'ng  t0  prove  the  charges  against  me  of  placing  persons  on 

mernhe  ks  o'3  nsht’  ™d  aPPointing  stewards,  and  that  of  placing  three 
members  of  one  family  on  the  works.  ’ ^ 

.5959-  Was  any  one  of  those  charges  true?— No. 


5960.  Now,  after  you  had  made6your  explanation,  was  anything  said  or  done 
gentlemen  present? — When  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara  wanted 
« himself  Dersonallv  T oulri  T /.hnirmaa. 


to  you  by  any  of  the  6e.,i,™  presence— When  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara  wantea 

whi!h  . u -8es  h,mself  personally,  I said  I would,  reply  to  the  chairman, 
which  was  Major  Macnamara.  “ J 

59®1-  Did  you  reply  to  the  chairman?— I did. 

door  ’ "ere  y°U  °riered  t0  g0  out  of  the  room * — I was  ordered  outside  the 

5963.  Who 
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5963.  Who  ordered  you  out? — Major  Macnamara. 

5964.  What  did  he  say  ? —The  import  of  his  words  were,  to  go  outside  the 

5065.  Was  there  a crowd  of  people  there  1- — There  was  a great  crowd. 

5966.  Did  you  go  outside? — I did  ; I went  into  the  hall  at  the  time. 

5967.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  You  were  called  in  again,  and  the  result  of  the 
investigation  told  you  ?— I had  left  altogether,  and  proceeded  to  my  work. 

5q68.  Chairman .]  Were  you  ever  in  custody  that  day;  were  you  brought 
back  in  custody  ?— *1  was. 

5969.  Were  you  asked  to  come,  or  were  you  in  custody  ? — I was  first  asked  to 
come,  and  on  refusing,  on  the  ground  that  the  police  had  no  written  authority, 
they  afterwards  forced  me. 

5970.  How  did  they  force  you  ?— They  brought  me. 

5971.  How  did  they  bring  you  ? — I went  between  two  policemen. 

5972.  How  did  they  bring  you  ? — I walked  with  them. 

5973.  Did  they  lay  hands  upon  you?-r-Yes,  I believe  they  did 

5974.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  make  any  complaint  of  that  to  your  officer  ? — 
No. 

5975.  Nor  to  any  magistrate  ? — No. 

5976.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  say  you  believe  that  they  laid  hands  upon  you  ; 
are  you  not  quite  sure  ? — I am  quite  sure. 

5977.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  they  lay  hold  of  your  collar,  or  what  ? — I did  not 
allow  them  to  go  to  that  extent,  because  they  said  they  had  an  authority 
from  the  magistrate  to  force  me  unless  I went  willingly,  and  that  was  Major 
Macnamara. 

5978.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Did  you  complain  to  Major  Macnamara  when  you 

entered  ' When  I entered,  1 said,  “ Gentlemen,  I suppose  I am  your  pri- 

soner.” 

5979.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Wbat  was  the  answer  to  that  ? — They  did  not  reply 
to  anythiug  after  I said  that. 

5980.  Mr.  Bellezv.']  You  preferred  no  form  of  complaint  before  the  magistrate 
of  being  attacked  in  that  way  by  the  police  ? — No ; I considered  I was  not  in  the 
presence  of  magistrates. 

5981.  Mr.  Wortley.]  Did  you  conduct  yourself  respectfully  before  the  magis- 
trates?—I did. 

5982.  Then  you  say  in  your  letter,  you  were  assailed,  and  charges  preferred 
against  you ; do  you  mean  anything  more  than  that  charges  were  preferred  ? 
—Nothing  more  than  that  they  were  preferred  in  an  improper  manner. 

5983.  “I  was  then  ordered  outside  doors,  after  some  queries,  in  the  most 
insulting  and  ungracious  manner,  in  the  presence  of  a crowd  assembled  outside 
doors  on  the  occasion  ” ; were  you  so  ordered  ? — I was. 

. 5984-  Will  you  describe  what  you  describe  as  the  most  insulting  and  ungra- 
cious manner  ?— To  order  me  outside  doors. 

5985-  Was  it  done  in  a courteous  way  ? — It  was  not ; quite  the  contrary  j 
iorget  the  words,  but  I know  it  was  quite  the  contrary  to  anything  courteous. 
5980.  In  the  latter  part  of  it,  you  say,  “ I was  again  forced  off  by  a serjeant 
0 police,  and  one  of  his  men,  a distance  of  nearly  half  a mile,  in  the  presence  of 
ie  country,  and  through  the  village  of  Roadford,  like  an  assassin  (with  the 
exception  of  not  being  manacled),  to  stand  another  trial  before  the  afore-men- 
ioned  tribunal.”  Did  a serjeant  of  police  lead  you  through  the  village  of 
oa  ord  as  if  you  were  a prisoner  Yes,  with  that  only  exception;  I was 
Detw^en  lI^  serjeant  and  his  constable. 

59  7-  Was  there  a crowd  of  people  in  the  village  ? — There  was  all  the  way  to 

the  committee-room. 

^ere  any  n°ise  ? — No  J I did  not  hear  any. 
of  ft  tae  PeoP^e  ta^e  any  notice  of  you? — Yes,  they  took  great  notice 

W ^ ^ey  exktbtt  their  feelings  ? — I cannot  say. 
b99t-  ihey  made  no  noise  No. 

msuff12  ^°U  ^ ^ an  *nsu^  t0  be  thus  exposed  ?— I did  feel  it  a very  great 

w«efor  w^at  you  mean  by  this  expression  in  your  letter,  “that  you 

0 iocCe  °”  ^ a terjeant  police,  and  one  of  his  men,  a distance  of  nearly 
5*  X X 3 half 
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half  a mile,  in  the  presence  of  the  country,  and  through  the  village  of  Roadfo  rd 
like,  an  assassin  ” ? — Yes. 

5994.  Now  you  say,  in  another  part  of  your  letter,  “The  indictment  was  then 
read  for  me,  a composition  signed  by  the  members  of  the  committee,  caliber  upon 
the  Board  of  Works  for  my  dismissal what  did  you  mean  by  an  “ indictment": 
— I did  not  use  that  term  properly ; I considered  it  as  being  led  a prisoner,  ami 
then  the  composition  being  read  in  my  presence. 

5995-  What  was  the  composition  ? — A memorial  to  the  Board  of  Works  for 
my  dismissal. 

.5996.  Who  read  that  to  you?— The  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon. 

5997.  Who  was  in  the  chair  ? — Major  Macnamara  was. 

5998.  What  was  done  on  that  being  read  ? — I only  bowed  to  them  in  a most 
respectful  manner,  and  thanked  them  for  it,  and  said  I did  not  deserve  to  be 
treated  in  that  way. 

5999-  What  was  done  next;  were  you  reprimanded  at  all,  or  was  anything 
said  about  your  asking  pardon? — Yes,  I think  that  was  said  by  the  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Fallon.  I said  I was  satisfied,  if  I had  given  offence,  to  make 'every 
apology ; but  I did  not  consider  any  act  or  word  of  mine  had  a tendency  of 
disrespect  to  any  member  of  the  committee,  and  if  not  I did  not  see  whv  1 
should  do  it. 

6000.  What  did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon  say  about  your  praying  pardon  ?— He 
called  upon  me  to  apologize  to  the  committee  ; to  ask  their  pardon. 

6001.  Are  you  aware  of  the  letter  you  have  yourself  written? — Yes. 

6002.  Have  you  not  written  this : “ Then  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the 
resolution  before  alluded  to  was  suggested  by  the  secretary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon, 
on  condition  that  1 prayed  pardon  for  the  alleged  offence  did  that  occur,  or 
did  it  not  ? — I said  that  I was  satisfied  completely,  if  I had  given  offence,  to 
make  an  apology. 

6003.  Was  there  anything  insulting  in  what  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon  said?— Xo. 
I did  not  consider  it  so. 

6004.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  At  the  time  you  made  the  complaint  to  Mr.  Millett. 
what  answer  did  he  make;  was  it  by  letter,  or  verbally? — Verbally;  I went  to 
him  in  person. 

6005.  Did  he  think  you  had  been  ill-treated? — He  said  he  considered  that  I 
had  been  ill-treated,  and  he  would  not  suffer  any  of  the  officers  serving  under 
him  to  be  treated  in  that  way. 

6006.  Do  you  know  if  your  letter  was  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Dublin  ? — I cannot  say. 

6007.  Beyond  that  expression  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Millett,  you  heard  no  more 
of  that  complaint? — Not  for  some  time  afterwards. 

6008.  What  do  you  mean  by  some  time  afterwards;  did  yon  hear  of  it  again 
till  you  heard  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry? — I do  not  recollect. 

6009.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  communicate  what  took  place  between  you 
and  the  committee  to  Mr.  Millett  by  word  of  mouth  ? — First  by  word  of  mouth, 
and  afterwards  I reduced  it  to  writing. 

6010.  Did  you  write  this  letter  at  Mr.  Millett’s  request? — He  told  me  to 
reduce  to  writing  the  complaint  that  I made. 

6011.  Did  you  show  him  the  letter  before  you  formally  delivered  it  to  him,  to 
ask  him  whether  he  approved  of  it  or  not? — I gave  him  the  letter. 

6012.  But  before  you  finally  delivered  it  into  his  hands  as  a documen 
describing  the  proceedings  which  took  place,  did  you  ask  Mr.  Millett  if  he  approved 
of  it? — I do  not  think  I did. 

6013.  Did  you  make  any  alteration  in  this  letter  after  you  first  showed  it  to 
Mr.  Millett? — I do  not  believe  I did;  I do  not  think  there  was  any  materi 
alteration  in  it. 

601 4.  Was  there  any  alteration  at  all  ? — t do  not  recollect  that  there  was. 

6015.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  ask  you  whether  you  w 
not  at  the  time  living  in  the  house  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Pat  Danaherr— 

6016.  Where  were  you  living  at  the  time? — In  the  parish  of  Kiliishanney. 

6017.  Who  with  ? — With  a man  of  the  name  of  Kelly.  . , 

•6018.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  were  not  asked  to  explain  w j 

many  members  of  Pat  Danaher’s  family  were  on  the  lists?— I do  not  reco 
that  that  question  was  put  to  me. 
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6019.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  were  not  an  acquaintance  of  Pat 
Danaher? — Yes;  when  the  works  were  formerly  carried  on,  I stopped  at  his 

Plt6o20.  You  had  lodged  with  him  r — I had. 

6021.  How  long  before  that  time? — It  was  a month. 

6022.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  since  you  had  lodged  with  Pat  Danaher,  whe- 
ther the  complaint  of  the  committee  against  you  was,  that  you  had  put  on  some 
nf  Pat  Danaher’s  family  on  the  lists,  he  being  a man  in  good  circumstances? — 
Yes,  one  of  the  complaints  was. 

6023.  Was  that  true  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

6024.  Did  you  explain  how  it  was  ? — I did,  sir. 

6025.  Were  they  upon  the  list? — The  father  and  son  were  appointed  as 
san«ers  on  the  works,  but  not  by  me. 

6026.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether,  at  the  time  you  made  your  explanation, 
vou  did  not  conduct  yourself  improperly  towards  some  of  the  gentlemen  present  ? 
—I  do  not  consider  I did. 

6027.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  used  any  sharp  language  to  any  of  the 
gentlemen  present  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  I did. 

6028.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  were  you  not  ordered  to  withdraw  until  your 
case  had  been  considered  in  committee,  and  you  were  to  be  called  in  again  ? — 
I was  not;  I do  not  think  I could  have  misunderstood  their  expressions  in 
that  way. 

6029.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know  that  a resolution  was 
at  that  time  come  to,  condemning  your  conduct? — I do  not  recollect  any  more 
than  that  calling  for  my  dismissal  from  the  Board  of  Works. 

6030.  Did  you  make  an  apology? — No;  but  a conditional  one. 

6031.  What  did  you  say  ? — I said,  if  1 gave  offence  in  word  or  in  act  to  any  of 
the  members  of  the  committee,  I was  satisfied  to  make  any  apology. 

6032.  Do  you  know  whether  after  that  the  resolution  was  withdrawn?- — I 
understood  the  resolution  was  withdrawn  after  that ; I mean  this  memorial  to  the 
Board  of  Works. 

6033.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Was  that  explanation  about  Pat  Danaher  supposed 
to  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee? — I suppose  not,  for  I did  not  find  anything 
like  satisfaction  existing. 

6034.  Was  it  your  duty  to  apprise  the  committee  if  the  people  were  put  impro- 
perly upon  the  works  ? — I would  have  apprised  first  my  superior  officers. 

6035.  Was  it  your  duty  to  apprise  your  superior  officers  if  you  knew  of  people 
who  were  put  improperly  upon  the  works  ? — Yes. 

6036.  Did  you  know  that  this  family  were  put  improperly  upon  the  works  ? — 
I did  not 


6037.  Y ou  knew  they  were  upon  the  works  ? — This  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  works,  when  I went  to  open  the  works,  which  was  on  the  12th  October  ; 
a certain  number  was  allowed  to  be  employed  by  Mr.  Millett,  and  Mr.  Molloy,  the 
baronial  superintendent,  and  I came  there  to  employ  the  men  ; the  Rev.  Mr. 
Conally  was  in  attendance  with  the  lists. 

6038.  And  the  names  of  these  people  appeared  in  that  list  ? — The  names  of 
the  persons  that  he  proposed  were  put  in  the  lists. 

6039.  Were  you  intimately  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  this  family  ? 
I knew  nothing  about  their  circumstances  more  than  going  in  and  out  morning 

and  evening ; I knew  they  had  some  stock,  but  nothing  more ; I kuew  nothing 
more  of  their  circumstances  than  that. 

0040.  You  had  been  living  in  their  house,  aud  knew  thev  had  stock  ? —Yes, 
1 saw  stock  about  the  door. 

6041.  In  your  opinion  were  they  fit  people  to  be  put  upon  the  works? — I found 
ere  were  persons  that  I considered  as  independent  as  they  on  the  works. 

, *n  y°ur  opinion  were  those  fit  people  to  be  put  upon  the  works? — To 
^ °P*n*on  theY  could  do  well  without  being  employed  at  the 


t T)id  you  apprise  your  superior  officer  of  that  your  opinion  ? — I forgot 

n°  muntl°P  ^'s  was  l^e  commencement  when  the  works  were  opened,  and  the 
um  er  that  we  could  employ  in  a satisfactory  way,  so  that  the  men  could  work  to 
van  age,  was  not  limited  in  the  list  furnished,  and  there  was  a selection  made 
wasthUUm^ tar  that  we  thought  we  could  conveniently  employ  at  the  time  ; this 
0 10  VCr^  an^  a^ter  we  Put  t*iein  0,1  working  order  and  arranged 

x x 4 them 
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them  along  this  work,  we  found  that  all  our  plans  were  deranged  again  h 
crowd  of  people,  who  came  down  and  interrupted  all  our  proceedings-  a * ™st 
saw  we  could  not  possibly  put  the  men  to  work  on  that  day.  They  coniiilaS 
this  occasion  of  an  improper  selection  being  made,  and  that  there  were  two”™  °” 
hereof  erne  family  on  the  works  while  others  were  totally  excluded  aiidT'”' 
was  no  possibility  of  opening  the  works  upon  this  occasion,  they  were’ so  dis 
tented,  and  then  we  were  most  anxious  to  have  the  works  opened  and  j„  Jr" 
course  of  a few  days  we  could  be  able  to  make  the  proper  selections  ■ and  M 
Millett  agreed  to  have  one  person  resident  in  that  locality,  to  have  him  take*11’ 
member  out  of  each  house  in  order  to  commence  the  works,  and  that  he 
put  that  member  on  the  work  as  a beginning,  to  see  if  he  could  commence  the 
worl-s  at  all,  and  afterwards  there  could  be  an  arrangement  made  ; he  considr  rf 
‘h,at  ‘h.?„^est  Plan> 10  take  a member  out  of  each  family,  and  this  plan  was  adorned 
Mr.  Williams,  the  person  deputed,  was  to  make  his  return,  and  he  did  so  and 
men  were  employed  out  of  that  list  until  such  time  as  it  could  be  revised  bv  th! 
committee  or  the  proper  persons  for  doing  so. 

6044.  Mr.  Borthwick. J What  was  the  nature  of  the  duty  you  were  to  perform1 
—To  see  the  works  properly  executed,  and  to  see  that  there  were  no  more  persons 
put  on  the  works  than  were  allowed  by  mv  superior  officer. 

6045.  That  is,  not  more  in  number  ? — Not  more  in  number. 

6046.  Was  it  any  part  of  your  duty  to  ascertain  whether  the  persons  recoin- 
m ended  were  proper  persons  or  not?— At  that  time  I did  not  consider  it  was. 

, Was  it  at  any  time? — If  there  was  a report  made  to  me  of  any  case  of 

the  kind,  I would  have  communicated  with  my  superior  officer  on  the  subject. 

6048.  With  reference  to  this  Pat  Danaher,  with  whom  you  had  lodged  • was 
any  complaint  made  to  you  on  the  part  of  anybody,  setting  forth  that  he  was 
not  a proper  person  to  be  put  upon  the  works  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  there 
ever  was. 


6049.  Was  it  your  duty,  if  you  had  observed  that  a person  whom  you  consi- 
dered  improper  to  be  put  upon  the  works,  was  there,  to  report  to  your  superior 
ofneer  ? — 1 would  have  done  so. 

6050.  But  you  did  not  think  at  the  time  that  this  man  was  an  improper 
person  ?— If  there  had  been  a complaint  made  that  he  was  an  improper  person, 
1 would  then  have  communicated,  but  not  till  then,  because  I could  not  be 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  people  at  the  time. 


Mr.  John  Fitzgerald,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

6051.  Chairman.]  WERE  you  employed  as  a resident  engineer  under  the 
Board  of  Works  in  April  1846?— Yes. 

6052.  Where  was  your  employment  r— In  the  barony  of  Islands. 

Y hat  district  of  Clare? — The  western  district. 

6054.  Did  your  duties  as  resident  engineer  call  you  into  communication  with 
relief  committees  in  that  barony  ? — Yes,  they  did. 

6°55*  Was  that  previous  to  Captain  Wynne  ever  visiting  county  Clare  at  all? 
— Yes,  previous. 

6056.  Did  you  find  any  abuses  in  the  relief  lists  of  that  district;  and  if  so,  of 
what  sort? — I did.  I found  there  were  a great  number  of  independent  persons 
employed. 

6057.  What  do  you  mean  by  “independent  persons  ”?—  Persons  who  should 
never  be  upon  the  work ; having  stock  and  a good  deal  of  land,  and  considered 
very  comfortable  and  independent. 

.6058.  Was  that  a system  generally  pursued  in  that  district  by  the  relief  com- 
mittees r— It  was.  I think  they  seldom  distinguished  between  the  poor  and  rich, 
but  put  them  all  on  indiscriminately. 

6059.  How  many  relief  committees  within  your  observation  practised  that 
course  ? — Three  particularly. 

6060.  Did  the  others  do  so,  more  or  less? — The  others  were  more  connected 
with  towns  where  the  inhabitants  had  no  land  or  stock. 

606! . Your  remark  applies  to  three  of  the  country  districts  ?— Yes. 

0062.  Did  they  go  to  a great  extent? — Very  great. 

bobs.  Did  the  admission  of  these  people  by  the  relief  committees  exclude  the 
destitute,  or  were  they  in  addition  to  the  destitute?— It  swelled  the  list ; I would 
say  that  was  the  principal  effect  of  it. 

6064.  Lom 
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6064.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  It  did  not  exclude  the  destitute? — It  could  not 
exclude  the  destitute.  I think  every  one  was  put  on. 

6065.  Chairman.]  Was  the  main  object  of  those  relief  committees  to  put  on 
every  person  indiscriminately  ? — Yes ; they  were  interested  in  them,  I thought. 

6066.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  committees  do  you  allude  to? — Clondegad,  Kil- 
mealy,  and  Killone. 

60(37.  Was  that  abuse  corrected  by  Captain  Wynne? — Yes;  he  called  on  the 
relief  committees  to  revise  their  lists. 

6068.  What  number  were  struck  off  the  lists  on  the  revision  which  Captain 
Wynne  introduced  ? — 1,207,  I make  it. 

dc(3g.  Out  of  how  many? — Out  of  4,000  or  5,000. 

6070.  Was  that  in  the  whole  district  ? — In  the  whole  district  of  the  barony. 

6071.  Did  that  include  the  towns? — Yes,  all  the  persons  employed  in  the 
barony. 

6072.  Out  of  what  relief  committees  were  those  1,207  men  struck  off? — Out 
of  the  relief  lists  of  Drumcliffe,  Kilmealy,  Killone,  and  Clondegad. 

6073.  I think  you  said  in  towns  the  abuses  did  not  exist,  because  the  people 
had  no  land  r— Perhaps  in  a town  there  were  only  50,  whereas  in  the  country 
there  were  about  300  or  400. 

6074.  Are  there  rural  districts  attached  to  towns  ? — Yes,  there  is  a rural  dis- 
trict attached  to  each  town  ; but  the  inhabitants  very  seldom  have  any  land. 

6075.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  I suppose  they  have  stock,  in  some  instances  ? — 
This  class  at  Ennis  and  Clare  Abbey  are  labourers  ; the  land  is  occupied  by  rich 
farmers. 

6076.  Chairman.]  Were  those  persons  you  have  described,  the  1,207,  as  being 
struck  off  the  lists,  on  revision  afterwards  replaced,  either  the  whole  or  a consi- 
derable part? — A great  number  were  replaced  after  some  months. 

6077.  Why  were  they  replaced,  if  it  was  improper  to  put  them  on  at  first? — 

I cannot  say  what  induced  the  inspecting  officer  to  put  them  on  ; they  were  struck 
off  about  Christmas,  and  I know  there  were  some  struck  off  who  were  never  put 
on  again. 

6078.  Were  the  greatest  number  of  them  afterwards  replaced  on  the  list  ? — 

I believe  a great  number  of  them  were  put  on. 

6079.  Do  y°u  know  anything  of  that  circumstance  from  personal  observation 
or  inquiry  ? — From  personal  observation  in  some  instances,  and  from  inquiry  too. 

6080.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  know  if  any  of  those  who  were  struck  off, 
and  were  afterwards  replaced,  had  in  the  interval  parted  with  their  stock? — I am 
not  aware  that  they  parted  with  their  stock. 

6081.  Chairman.]  You  say  that  1,207  were  struck  off;  are  you  enabled  to 
state  whether  the  whole  of  those  struck  off  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  or 
whether  a great  number  of  them  were  not  in  a state  of  destitution,  and  struck  off 
by  mistake  ? — I do  not  think  the  committee  made  any  selection,  but  rich  and  poor 
were  struck  off  together. 

6082.  One  complaint  made  by  Captain  Wynne  was,  that  numbers  were  put  on 
.that  ought  not  to  be  put  on  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  committee  struck 
them  off  indiscriminately  ? — Yes;  I have  known  an  independent  man  left  on,  and 
a poor  man  struck  off. 

6083.  Do  you  know  if  the  destitute  were  reinstated,  and  the  comfortable  struck 
ott^~They  " ere  reinstated,  but  not  for  five  or  six  weeks. 

0084.  If  it  were  the  destitute  who  were  so  replaced,  why  were  they  struck  oft* 
so  long  r They  did  not  apply  ; they  went  and  remained  on  the  works,  expecting 

ey  would  be  paid,  but  in  the  course  of  time  they  did  apply. 

0005.  Were  there  many  more  upon  the  list  at  the  end  of  this  year  than  at  any 
previous  period  ?— Yes,  ther  e were. 

obo.  How  did  that  happen? —That  was  before  the  revision  of  the  list  took 
^ aficVr  „e^ore  revised  list  of  Captain  Wynne  came  into  operation, 
of  th'  ' n0t  ^Pla'n  Wynne  revised  the  list  long  before  the  1st  of  January 
tin  If  year  ? — Not  in  two  parishes  ; the  revised  list  did  not  come  into  operation 

6ft?  r?  1,1  ofJanuai7- 

t0?8,  you  know  what  time  Captain  Wynne  left  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

after .°,  notTexac%  know  the  date,  but  I should  say  about  three  weeks  or  a month 

6o8n  know  that  was  the  time  the  lists  were  revised  first. 

9-  VVere  there  more  in  March,  after  Captain  Wynne  left  the  country,  than 
°’l°5.  Y y there 
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there  had  been  at  the  previous  period? — Up  to  the  20th  March  I think  there  had 
been  the  same  number.  1 

6090.  Had  not  Captain  Wynne  left  the  country  ? — Yes. 

6091.  How  was  it  then,  if  1,207  were  struck  off,  there  were  more  than  in  th 
previous  January  ?— The  only  way  I can  explain  that  is,  that  persons  who  did  not 
require  to  be  put  on  on  the  1st  of  January  required  to  be  on  in  March. 

6092.  Had  many  become  destitute  by  that  time  ? — There  were  many  persons 
who  could  not  have  become  destitute ; the  numbers  were  increased  in  the  towns 
of  Ennis  and  Clare  ; I know  the  people  increased  400  or  500  in  Ennis  from  the 
1st  of  January  to  the  20th  March,  because  at  this  time  we  had  very  few  persons 
employed  there,  but  after  two  or  three  months  we  had  400  or  500;  because 
every  person  who  wished  to  break  stones  was  employed ; this  helped  to  increase 
the  numbers  after  the  revision. 

6093.  Where  the  relief  lists  supplied  very  informal,  and  very  incorrect?— 
Very  informal  indeed. 

6094.  Were  they  returned  on  such  a sheet  as  would  be  likely  to  mislead  and 
deceive  the  inspecting  officer? — I consider  so. 

6095.  Do  you  speak  generally  of  all  the  committees  with  which  you  had  con- 
nexion? — I do  not  speak  of  the  Ennis  Committee  or  the  Clare  Abbey. 

6096.  In  Clondegad  will  you  tell  me  who  was  the  chairman  ? — The  Rev. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

6097.  Is  he  a landowner  in  that  district? — He  is. 

6098.  Has  he  a large  estate? — He  has  not. 

6099.  Has  he  many  tenants? — He  has. 

6100.  Can  you  state  whether  any  of  them  were  upon  the  public  works?— Yes, 
I believe  all ; there  were  one  or  two  exceptions  where  they  were  left  off. 

6101.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Is  he  the  rector? — He  is  the  rector  of  the  living  of  Clon- 
degad. 

6102.  Chairman.']  How  many  of  his  tenants  were  put  on  in  the  first  instance? 
—I  should  say  all  his  tenants  were  put  on,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  in  the 
first  instance. 

6103.  Did  he  sign  the  lists  on  which  his  tenants’  names  appear? — Yes;  I have 
a list  here  containing  the  names  of  his  tenants. 

6104.  Are  you  enabled,  by  reference  to  any  list  supplied  by  the  relief  committee 
at  Clondegad,  to  state  to  the  Committee  how  many  tenants  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
appeared  on  the  lists  signed  by  him  as  chairman? — I am : this  is  only  a sample 
of  them. 


Mr.  AGLIONBY  resumed  the  Chair. 

6105-6.  Do  you  put  in  lists  extracted  from  the  relief  lists  at  Corofin,  showing 
who  were  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  tenants  who  were  put  upon  the  lists  ? — I am  aware 
that  all  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  tenants  were  put  upon  the  lists,  with  the  exception  ot 
two  or  three. 

6107.  Do  you  produce  a list,  containing  the  names  of  certain  persons  taken  oat 

of  those  relief  lists?— I do. 


[.The  Witness  put  in  the  following  List  .0 


A List 
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A LIST  of  some  Independent  Persons  who  were  Employed  on  the  Pontic  Works  in  the  Parish  of  Clondcnad,  Barony  of  Islandt 
TowBland  of  Ferroor,  the  Property  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Fitzgerald,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  ’ 


Information  as  given  in 
Recommendation  Lists. 

Information  as  obtained 
by  John  Fitzgerald, 
29  March  1847. 

N A U E. 

TOWNLAND. 

| Number  in  Family 

1 _ 

1 1 
s ^ 
< i 

i 

If  holding  Land, 
state  Quantity. 

3 

a 

l 

<z 

Number  of  Acres. 

h 

O 

w 

J 

Stacks  of  Corn. 

Family. 

REMARKS  BY  JOHN  FITZGERALD. 

l’at  Honan 

Spa  - 

5 

_ 

_ 

- 1 

14 

707 

_ 

4 

Very  comfortable. 

Pat  Hickey 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Was  recommended  for  work  since  last  Julv. 

Andy  Kelly 

Coolbane  - 

13 

■ 

- 

14 

098 

18 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- - 17  1.  rent ; sold  half  his  land ; has  oat3 ; was 
returned  for  a second. 

Pat  Corry  - 

„ 

Pat  Sullivan 

Bananff  - 

- 

- : 

647 

4 

- 

- 1 

- 

- 

Appears  comfortable. 

William  Considine 

" * ' 

3 

~ 

; - 1 

13 

659 

- 

C 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— Himself  and  wife;  pays  15#.  rent;  gave 

Mathias  Considine  - 

„ 

657 

4 

Pat  O’Dea 

Eerroor  Ncwpark 

C 

13 

640 

4 

John  King 

7 

“ 

“s 

“ 1 

13 

683 

“ 

10 

1 

- 

- j 

- - 101.  rent;  says  he  has  but  10  cows,  but  i3 
reported  to  have  30 ; has  three  different  farms. 

Francis  King 

,,  - 

Family  very  young. 

Pat  Kirranc 

” 

- 

690 

“ 

5 

■ 

- 

~ 

- - Pays  8 1.  rent ; has  been  selling  meal  since 

Michael  Kirranc 

* 

13 

689 

7 

■ 

1 - 

‘ 

- - A shoemaker;  keeps  two  apprentices  and 
servant ; I am  informed  he  has  money  at  inte- 

Halt  Kirrane 

7 

13 

j81 

4 

Connor  Kirrane,  sen.  - 

„ 

4 

- 

- 

- 

13 

S80 

- 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

James  Molonev  - 

„ 

5 

- 

- 

- 

13 

677 

- 

4 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Three  small  children ; pays  3 1.  rent. 

Pat  Meany 

» 

6 

~ 

- 

“ 

13 

679 

_ 

7 ' 

- 

- 

■ - 51.  rent;  could  see  seven  cows  grazing  be- 
hind his  house,  said  to  be  his. 

Peter  Crelian  - 

10 

15 

745 

20 

10 

1 

6 

- - I am  informed  that  he  has  12  cows,  and 
possesses  money. 

On  a mountain  adjacent  to  Newpark  I could 
reckon  110  cows,  which  were  represented  to 
me  by  two  respectable  persons  to  belong  to  tbe 
inhabitants  of  this  village;  I do  believe  that 
they  possessed  much  more  property  than  de- 
scribed to  me. 

6108.  Are  you  able  to  state  that  that  list  contains  the  names  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald’s tenants  ? — I am  quite  satisfied. 

6109.  How  many? — There  are  17  names  on  the  list. 

6110.  How  many  besides  have  you  reason  to  believe  were  put  upon  the  list? — 
1 believe  nearly  all  his  tenants. 

6111.  How  many? — I should  say  100. 

6112.  Altogether  about  100? — Yes. 

6113.  Is  this  paper  you  have  put  in  a copy,  or  does  it  contain  anything  which 
the  original  relief  lists  do  not  contain  ? — It  does ; it  contains  a list  of  stock  which 
the  original  lists  do  not  contain. 

61 14.  Is  there  in  the  original  list  any  entry  for  stock  ? — There  is  not. 

6115.  In  a paper  you  have  put  in  you  have  added  the  number  of  stock,  and 
that  is  a species  of  information  which  is  not  in  the  original  relief  list? — Yes. 

6116.  Have  you  done  that  from  personal  inquiry?— I have. 

0117.  When  did  you  make  that? — On  the  29th  March,  and  the  day  after. 

0 118.  I see  a column  here  containing  general  remarks,  in  which  there  are 
observations ; is  that  a copy  of  the  original  relief  lists  ? — This  is  the  information 
I received  myself  from  the  people  since  the  29th. 

0119.  In  the  list  you  put  in  is  a portion  of  it  an  extract  copied  from  the 
original  list,  with  the  addition  of  information  which  you  yourself  have  obtained 
as  to  the  quantity  of  stock,  and  with  your  remarks? — Yes. 

0120.  Have  you  made  those  remarks  from  personal  inquiry? — Yes. 

k-21’  ^ave  y°u  reason  to  believe  they  are  correct  and  true? — I have  reason 
to  think  they  did  not  give  me  an  exact  account  of  their  circumstances,  because  I 
was  led  to  believe  from  others,  that  the  information  I received  was  less  than  they 
really  had. 

6122.  Taking  that  into  consideration,  are  the  remarks  you  have  appended  such 
as  you  believe  yourself  justified,  from  all  the  inquiries  you  have  made,  to  state  to 
t e Committee  ? — Yes,  I have  taken  it  down  as  I have  heard  it. 

°-10.5*  y y 2 6123.  When 
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6123.  When  was  the  inquiry  made  ? — On  the  29th  March. 

6124.  Had  you  made  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  any  other  perso 
on  the  lists,  to  ascertain  whether  the  tenants  of  other  parties  were  put  on? 

6125.  What  was  the  result? — I found  abuses  existing. 

6126.  To  the  same  extent? — I only  made  two  or  three  inquiries  ; it  was  late  in 

the  day  when  I had  done  with  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  property,  but  on  my  wav  back  T 
found  out  two  or  three  other  cases.  J j 1 

6127.  How  came  you  to  limit  those  few  inquiries  to  the  case  of  Mr. 

— I was  desired  to  do  so  by  Mr.  Gamble.  0 

6128.  When  did  Mr.  Gamble  desire  you  to  make  the  inquiries  as  regarded  Mr 

Fitzgerald,  and  him  alone  ? — A few  days  before  that.  0 

6129.  Did  he  tell  you  to  make  inquiries  as  to  anybody  else?— He  told  me  to 

glean  as  much  information  as  I could  as  to  the  working  of  the  committees 
generally.  “ 

6130.  When  did  he  tell  you  that? — At  the  same  time. 

6131.  Did  he  not  direct  you  to  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ?— He  directed 
me  to  the  townland  of  Froor. 

CIS*  Do  you  know  Mr.  Whitstone’s  tenants  in  Clondegad  ? — I know  Mr.  John 
Whitstone,  who  has  some  property,  and  I believe  the  greater  part  of  it  is  in  hh 
own  possession.  a 

61 33;  Ho  you  know  whether  a great  number  of  his  tenants  were  on  the  lists? 
— I believe  not  a great  many. 

6134.  Why  did  you  not  make  any  inquiries  as  to  his  tenants'— I had  no 
object  in  doing  so,  not  believing  them  to  be  independent. 

6135.  How  do  you  know  they  were  not  comfortable? — Ido  not  think  there 
are  independent  tenants  on  his  property. 

6136.  I think  you  stated  before  it  was  the  general  practice  of  every  committee 
v° every  person  indiscriminately,  whether  in  good  circumstances  or 
bad  ? — I did. 

6137  You  have  inquired  into  Mr.  Fitzgerald;  now  if  Mr.  Whitstone  had 
enan  s,  ask  why  you  did  not  make  the  same  inquiries  into  circumstances? — I 
nad  no  particular  reason  for  doing  so. 

6138.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Was  Mr.  Fitzgerald  the  chairman  ?— Yes. 

1 -ou  cons^er  him  therefore  rather  more  responsible  than  the 
others?— Yes,  he  was  the  chairman. 

61 40.  Was  it  that  which  attracted  your  particular  attention  ?— I think  it  was 
that  which  attracted  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention. 

iu  '^J-Choirman.]  Did  you  know  at  the  time  you  made  those  inquiries  that 
,,  J'  s-p?ne  to  come  t0  London  to  prove  Captain  Wynne’s  case,  and 
s t.  fitzgerald  was  to  come  to  prove  Mr.  O’Brien’s  case? — I assure  you 
-Sn°  a.v'are  any  such  thing.  I heard  it  just  remarked  about  the  country 
would  man^  wou  ^ he  summoned  ; I was  not  aware  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald 

6142.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Whitstone  has  been  brought  here  by  Captain 

Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble?— Yes. 

• h‘43-  And  Fitzgerald  has  been  brought  by  Mr.  O’Brien? — I am  aware  of 
’ W aS  Tfc  °/ihe  c.ountry  when  1 was  collecting  information. 

^ 61 • e ddnculties  of  inspecting  officers  very  much  i n creased  by  so 

it  Pe!sons  b®mg  pot  indiscriminately  upon  the  lists  by  the  com  mittee,  leaving 
dntv  lnspecting  °fficer  t0  strike  thein  off?— I think  it  was  a very  unpleasant 
fi, Wy  m^TS  officer  to  perform  in  the  country, 
people^* I believe  so  ^ produce  a stronS  feeling  against  him  in  the  minds  of  the 

oi'd  j1  d°J  S0?—I  know  that  Captain  Wynne  was  upheld  at  the  com- 
nnttee  of  Clondegad  as  being  the  means  of  depriving"  them  of  work. 

6 47.  % whom  ?-By  members  of  the  relief  committees. 
l 1 1 ’ 0 ^ou  tk*nk  ,!lat  h°Pe(fed  the  execution  of  bis  duties? — I think  it 

helped  to  create  a bad  feeling  against  him. 

10 9*  * ^ place  him  in  danger  from  the  men  who  were  thus  deprived  of 

work  ? — I think  it  likely  to  do  so. 

I1  £-id  itfIPlace  him, iQ  any  ^nger  ?— It  did,  sir. 

^ ’ rp, as  th ere  muck  hostility  evinced  towards  the  overseers  and  check- 
clerks  r — there  was  a great  deal. 

6152.  From 
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61 '2.  From  the  same  cause? — Yes,  from  the  same  cause. 

6153-  Lid  it  place  them  in  danger?— It  did. 

5!54.  Did  any  of  them  resign  in  fear  of  the  consequences? — Yes. 

6155.  How  many?— One  man  resigned,  and  there  were  three  or  four  others 
threatened  to  resign,  if  not  removed  to  other  districts. 

6156.  Were  any  threatening  notices  received  by  them? — Yes,  Mr.  Hogan 
received  a threatening  notice. 

6157.  What  was  he?— A steward. 

6158.  What  was  the  purport  of  the  notice  ? — Desiring  him  to  leave  that  parish, 
or  if  he  was  called  on  a second  time,  it  would  be  worse  for  him. 

6i59-  Was  it  a written  notice  ? — It  was. 

6160.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  What  became  of  it  ? — I gave  it  to  Captain 
Wynne  a few  days  ago. 

6161.  Did  you  receive  a threatening  letter,  warning  you  of  the  fate  of  Pierce 
Carrig? — I did. 

6162.  What  had  been  his  fate? — He  was  shot  in  county  Clare  about  a year 
before  that. 

6163.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  you  go  about  with  arms? — Yes,  after  I 
received  this  notice  at  page  291  of  the  Blue  Book: 

6164:  Chairman.]  “ If  you  do  not  cheange  your  mind  or  alter  it  for  the  better;, 
you  will  mark  the  consesequenee.  By  the  heavens  that,  is  over  me  I will  give  you 
Percie  Carrigg’s  end,  if  you  do  not  go  on  with  the  woorks  as  quick  as  possebell: 
We  are  this  long  time  humbouged  by  you  and  the  rest  of  you.  Remember  what 
is  in  this.  I hope  you  will  give  me  an  answer  of  on  next  Monday  ; or  if  not,  have 
your  peace  mead  with  God.  I will  come  at  the  bliend  side  of  you  when  you 
think  me  be  far  from  the  towen  of  Ennis.”  Was  that  the  letter  you  received? 
—Yes. 

6165.  How  did  you  get  it? — It  came  by  post. 

6166.  Did  it  alarm  you  ? — At  the  time  I felt  a little  alarmed  at  it. 

6167.  Did  you  go  about  armed  ? — Yes,  after  that  I did. 

6168.  Was  there  a notice  posted  on  the  bridge  near  Ennis  ? — There'was  a police 
sergeant  called  on  me  a few  days  before  that,  and  said  he  was  requested  by  his  in- 
spector to  inform  me  that  there  was  a notice  posted  on  the  bridge  threatening  my 


6:169.  Have  you  a copy  of  it  ? — No ; it  was  sent  to  the  office  at  Dublin. 

6170.  Where  was  it  Pierce  Carrig  met  his  fate  ? — Three  or  four  miles  from 
Ennis. 

6171.  Did  Pierce  Carrig  die  of  the  shot  he  received  ?— Yes. 

6172.  The  notice  that  was  posted  on  the  bridge  was  in  substance  the  same  as 
that;  but  you  have  not  a copy  of  it  ? — Yes. 

6173.  Threatening  you  with  the  fate  of  Pierce  Carrig? — Yes. 

01 74-  Do  you  remember  being  desired  to  dissuade  Captain  Wynne  from 
attending  a meeting  of  the  22d  January  ? — I do. 

TvaS  t*iere  t0  a committee  meeting? — Yes,  at  Clondegad. 

017b.  Did  you  speak  to  him  upon  the  subject? — No,  Captain  Wynne  was  out 
of  Ennis  at  the  time.  1 3 

T^at  WaS  l^e  feelinS  the  people  as  exhibited  by  any  open  conduct  of 

•irs  * proceeded  to  the  parish  of  Clondegad ; not  having  an  opportunity  of 
there’  . ta*Q  ^nne  > Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  soon  arrived  ; I saw 
Wvnn;ere1  immense  numbers  collecting,  many  leaving  their  works.  Captain 
the  ca  fi . ^ ^ara^e  drove  up  in  a covered  car  ; Captain  Wynne  came  out  of 
out  with  1SJ5  \U,d  ,^ere  was  a general  rush  made  to  the  car  ; Captain  Wynne  got 
madenq  a ?uble'°arre^ed  gun  in  his  hand;  and  a man  of  the  name  of  Monaghan 
through  S°mf  exPressions  which  Captain  Wynne  heard ; he  made  a rush 
GamhL  j crowcl  as  if  to  single  him  out,  and  I followed  afterwards  with  Mr. 
arable  and  got  to  the  meeting? 

local  v°nS'de.r  fliem  *n  danger? — I did,  I was  written  to  by  the 

peoulp  ^P!,eer  0t  * . parish  to  dissuade  Captain  Wynne  from  going  out,  as  the 

.6'79-Xth“e  againSthim- 


filiation  0fp  PerPetrated ? — No;  and  I think  it  was  owing  to  the  deter- 

to  have  been  aHead  '"^nne  *n  en(leavouring  to  single  out  this  man,  who  seemed 


°.io5. 


y y 3 


6180,  Do 


Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald. 
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6180.  Do  you  think  that  his  determination  was  the  cause  of  his  not  receiv'  <r 
personal  violence  ? — Yes,  I think  he  would  otherwise  have  been  attacked.  1D® 

6181.  Is  it  your  opinion  he  acted  with  propriety  and  coolness? I think  h 

acted  very  prudently  and  with  propriety. 

61 82.  Do  you  know  whether  the  payments  in  that  barony  were  made  regu 

larly? — Yes,  they  were.  0 " 

6183.  Were  there  not  some  exceptions? — There  was  one  exception,  where 
the  men  were  not  paid  for  a fortnight ; that  was  where  a man  newly  appointed 
was  not  able  to  complete  his  payments  within  a week. 

6184.  Did  you  hear  complaints  of  people  not  being  supplied  with  sufficient 
implements  ? — No. 

61 85.  Do  you  know  any  other  barony  that  did  complain  of  that  ? No,  I am 

not  aware  of  anything  except  in  my  own  barony. 

6186.  Did  they  complain  in  that  barony  of  their  doing  task-work  without 
having  their  work  regularly  measured  ? — No,  they  did  not ; their  work  was  gene- 
rally measured,  when  their  contracts  were  performed. 

6187.  Solicitor-General.']  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  whether,  in  your  judg- 
ment, with  the  experience  you  have  had,  the  members  of  the  relief  committees 
generally  gave  the  countenance  and  co-operation  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  which  you  think  you  had  a right  to  expect  ? — No,  I do  not  think  they  did. 

61 88.  Can  you  say,  of  your  own  experience,  did  the  gentry  of  the  county 
give  such  countenance  and  co-operation,  as  the  officers  of  the  Board  had  a right 
to  expect? — In  two  parishes  they  did  ; but  we  had  no  gentry  in  three  parishes. 

6189.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Where  there  were  gentry,  they  did  give  you 
co-operation  ? — Yes. 

6190.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Were  not  the  gentry  members  of  the  relief  committees  r— 
They  were. 

6191.  How  do  you  distinguish  them  from  the  committees? — The  relief  com- 
mittees in  which  respectable  gentlemen  sat  and  presided  I do  not  complain  of. 

6192.  Take  Clondegad? — We  have  no  gentry. 

6193.  Chairman.]  Is  not  Mr.  Whitstone  one  of  the  gentry? — He  is  one  of  the 
gentry,  but  not  a man  of  estate  and  property. 

6194.  Who  were  they  you  consider  in  the  class  of  gentry  who  were  not  resid- 
ing within  the  district ; who  were  not  upon  the  relief  committee? — Mr.  Crow 
and  Mr.  Mahon. 

6195. '  Were  they  not  on  the  relief  committees? — Yes,  they  were,  in  the 
parish  of  Drumcliffe. 

6196.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  where  gentry  were  on  the  relief  lists,  you 
met  with  co-operation? — Yes,  1 always  found  that  they  were  anxious  to  redress 
any  abuses.  I have  only  complained  of  Kilmealy,  Killoware,  and  Clondegad. 

6197.  Were  there  any  gentlemen  in  the  committee  of  Clondegad? — I do  not 
know  any  gentleman  above  the  standing  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

6198.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  When  gentlemen  were  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, they  were  not  in  all  cases  the  majority  of  the  committee? — No,  they  were 
not. 

6199.  Mr.  Bellew^\  Is  Mr.  Whitstone  one  of  the  coroners  of  the  county? 
He  is  ; he  is  a most  respectable  gentleman.  The  coroners  take  no  part  on  the 
committees;  he  is  not  even  a member;  I believe  I never  met  him  at  any 
meeting. 

6200.  Was  his  son  secretary? — He  was,  but  he  lives  separate  from  him;  he 
lives  in  the  country ; his  father  lives  in  Ennis. 

6201 . Do  you  mean  to  say  there  were  not  improper  persons  upon  the  lists  0 
the  Drumcliffe  committees  ? — It  was  very  hard  to  know.  I do  not  believe  that 
the  gentlemen  would  willingly  have  committed  any  abuses  of  that  kind. 

6202.  Was  Mr.  Ball  a member  of  the  Clondegad  committee? — I never  met  him 
there  at  their  meetings. 

6203.  Was  he  a member  ? — I believe  not;  I believe  he  is  a member  now;  the 
electoral  divisions  are  changed,  but  was  not  at  the  time  my  evidence  refers  to. 
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Jovis,  3°  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Belle w. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Henry  William  Gordon , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

6204.  Chairman .]  WILL  you  refer  to  the  question  3761,  in  answer  to  which  Captain 

you  put  in  a list  of  some  of  the  persons  omitted  from  the  Liscannor  lists  ? — H.W.Gordci r. 
I did.  : 

6205.  In  that  list  I observe  there  are  names  of  women  ; are  there  the  names  3 June 
of  many  destitute  persons  ? — There  are  the  names  of  41. 

6200.  All  destitute  ? — All  destitute. 

6207.  Were  some  of  them  very  feeble  old  men  ? — They  may  have  been  ; but 
if  they  were  feeble  then,  they  were  feeble  two  months  afterwards,  when  the 
committee  returned  them  to  me  as  destitute. 

6208.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  tell  you  that  they  did  not  put  on  women 
and  feeble  old  men,  because  they  were  fitter  objects  for  the  poorhouse  than  the 
public  works? — Certainly  not. 

6209.  Had  any  of  the  persons  who  are  in  this  list  to  which  I am  now  referring-, 
one  or  two  persons  employed  at  the  time  on  the  public  works  ? — One  or  two 
may  have  had,  but  certainly  not  more  ; I mean  not  upon  Mr.  O’Brien’s  lists.  They 
may  have  been  employed  before,  but  irregularly  by  the  committee ; that  is, 
forced  on  by  tickets  of  the  committee  irregularly,  not  employed  in  the  only 
way  in  which  they  could  be  employed,  namely,  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

6210.  Were  the  names  which  appear  in  this  list  to  which  I am  now  referring, 
as  omitted,  returned  to  you  at  a subsequent  period  ? — They  were,  for  employ- 
ment; part  on  the  31st  of  January,  and  part  on  the  26th  of  February. 

6211.  Do  you  know  whether,  previous  to  the  time  when  they  were  returned 
to  you,  they  ever  applied  to  the  Liscannor  committee  ? — I was  not  in  the  country. 

I do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

. 6212.  Have  you  any  reason  for  stating  that  the  persons  in  this  list  were  des- 
titute, except  that  they  were  afterwards  returned  to  you  by  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee for  employment  ? — I know  they  were  destitute. 

6213.  How  do  you  know  that? — By  two  lists  sent  in  by  Mr.  John  Macna- 
mara,  accompanied  by  a resolution,  saying  that  the  people  were  starving. 

0214.  Those  particular  persons  ?— Those  particular  persons. 

0215.  ^our  knowledge  of  their  being  in  a state  of  destitution  was  not  from 
personal  inquiry,  but  from  facts  stated  to  you  by  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor 
•'committee  ? — Yes. 

6216.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  state  to  you  that  the  persons  who  were 
p aced  on  the  list  afterwards,  who  in  this  list  were  omitted,  were  placed  there  in 
consequence  of  their  importunities  ? — Not  at  all ; it  was  the  committee’s  choice 
to  send  them  in. 

6217.  When  those  persons  were  afterwards  returned  on  the  list  by  the  Lis- 
cannor  committee,  were  you  not  informed  by  the  Liscannor  committee  that  they 

re  put  on  to  get  rid  of  their  incessant  importunities  ?■ — N ot  at  all ; the  destitute 
p rsons  were  left  off  the  lists  who  were  at  work  irregularly.  I believe  a great 
peoDp  k t°ein  WGre  at  wor^>  ^ut  committee  took  care  to  continue  the  rich 
them  t n0t  at  same  time  the  poor  people,  because  they  did  not  return 
the  I ' * W3S  as^e<^.'n  the  first  day’s  evidence  if  I had  called  the  attention  of 
£eon|,9Cann°T  comm*ttee  to  the  circumstance  of  poor  people  being  off  and  rich 
cai]Lef?Q‘.  * handed  in  one  document  of  the  27th  of  February.  I find  I also 
Macn  ^ attt£ent,on  to  ^ on  the  loth  of  February,  when  I wrote  to  Mr.  John 
.smd  : l v .t°  enclose  you  a list  of  names  omitted  in  Killispuglinane, 

o.iO'  ^ ifi  y°u  would  insert  the  stock,  if  any,  and  any  peculiar 

y r 4 circumstances 
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Captain  circumstances  presenting  themselves,  as  persons  holding  the  quantity  of  land 

H.  W.  Gordon,  stated  cannot  be  continued  on  the  works,  except  strong  cases  are  made  out  - 

they  exclude  many  in  greater  destitution.”  Subsequent  to  that  I received35 

3 June  1847.  resolution,  which  stated  that,  “ After  strict  scrutiny  over  200  persons  hithert3 

on  the  labour  lists  were  omitted  from  the  lists  lately  furnished  to  the  check* 
clerks  through  those  parishes,  and  were  thus  thrown  out  of  the  employment 
by  that  arrangement;  most  of  them  are  in  such  extreme  destitution  that  if 
kept  longer  out  of  employment  and  without  relief,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  and  we  hereby  declare  our  conviction,  that  it  must  end  in- 
evitably in  the  death  of  many  of  them.  Knowing  it  is  not  Captain  Gor- 
don’s intention  that  any  of  them  should  starve,  or  to  turn  out  of  employ- 
ment persons  in  such  a state,  and  as  the  delay  of  writing  to,  or  waiting  on 
Captain  Gordon  may  prove  ruinous  to  many,  we  feel  this  committee  would 
be  guilty  of  a dereliction  of  duty  if  we  did  not  send  them  forthwith  to 
work.”  The  committee  ordered  them  to  the  works,  and  I said  to  the  engineer 
“You  will  cause  the  committee  to  pay  for  those  persons;”  the  unfortunate 
people  worked  a long  time,  and  were  not  paid  at  all.  My  answer  to  that  resolu- 
tion was  : “ Ennistimon,  22  February  1847.  Sir,  I am  in  receipt  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Liscannor  committee  of  the  21st  of  February,  and  deeply  regret  the 
circumstance  of  so  many  persons  in  destitution  being  left  off  the  works  through 
their  not  having  been  returned  by  the  committee.  I returned  to  the  committee 
the  names  of  every  person  I took  off  the  works  on  the  10th  of  February,  and  said 
I would  act  upon  any  special  recommendation  of  the  committee.  I cannot,  under 
these  circumstances,  allow  the  persons  in  the  enclosed  lists  to  be  employed,  since 
they  are  not  made  out  according  to  any  form.”  They  were  sent  in  on  a rough  piece 
of  paper,  after  the  instructions  which  had  been  previously  issued.  “ The  num- 
bers cannot  be  increased  ; but  if  the  committee  will  send  in  a list  of  persons  to  be 
substituted  for  others,  I will  pay  every  attention  to  it.  If  any  mistake  has  arisen 
concerning  the  names  of  the  townlands,  it  is  on  account  of  their  names  having 
been  returned  as  living  in  them  by  the  committee.”  I found  out  subsequently 
•there  were  about  four  men  who  were  taken  off  the  Liscannor  lists  whom  I 
would  not  have  taken  off,  but  they  were  taken  off  by  accident.  The  committee 
state  there  are  upwards  of  200  destitute  persons  left  off  the  lists ; the  persons  I 
took  off  were  not  in  destitution  ; they  were  holding  15  or  20,  or  25  acres  of 
land. 

6218.  Will  you  refer  to  the  question  2348,  in  reference  to  which  you  refer 
to  a form  of  registry,  which  you  state  had  an  endorsement  on  the  back  of  it? 
— Yes. 

6219.  Will  you  look  at  the  register  book  1 now  put  into  your  hands,  and  tell 
me  if  that  is  one  of  the  books  sent  by  the  Board  of  Works? — Probably  it  is. 
They  have  another  registry,  which  I would  like  them  to  produce ; this  is  not 
the  one  by  which  I checked  the  lists. 

6220.  Will  you  tell  me  what  that  purports  to  be  ? — A registry  of  destitute 
persons,  applicants  for  relief. 

6221.  Where? — On  the  works. 

6222.  From  which  committee  ? — By  the  townlands  I see  in  it,  it  seems  to  be 
Liscannor. 

C223.  Tell  me  if  you  believe  it  to  be  a registry  of  persons  entered  by  the 
Liscannor  committee  ?— Yes,  1 believe  it  is. 

6224.  Is  there  any  endorsement  upon  that,  such  as  you  mention  in  your 
answer  3248? — There  is  not;  it  very  probably  is  a book  that  was  sent  down 
for  the  relief  committees  in  Sir  Robert  Peel’s  time,  under  the  9 Viet.  c.  1, 
half  grant  and  half  loan  works,  in  which  the  committee  returned  the  persons 
themselves  for  the  works. 

6225.  That  is  not  the  registry  book  to  which  you  referred  before  ? — It  is  not, 
they  have  another  registry. 

6226.  Under  what  Act  is  the  registry  made  out  which  I have  just  put  into 
your  hands? — I have  no  idea ; there  is  no  date  to  it. 

6227.  Can  you  tell  by  the  sort  of  works  which  are  mentioned?— I cannot, 

I know  nothing  about  the  works ; Mr.  O’Brien  means,  this  book  was  sent  down 
to  him  without  having  a ticket  on  it,  and  therefore  he  did  not  know  he  was  only 
to  return  the  destitute. 

6228.  In  answer  to  question  3251,  you  state  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor 
had  a similar  registry,  to  your  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

6229. 
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;o2qt  Did  you  allude  there  to  a registry  having  an  indorsement  upon  it  ? — I did.  Captain 

6230  The  one  put  into  your  hands  has  no  indorsement? — It  has  not.  H.  W.  Gordon . 

h.j^i  Do  you  know  if  they  had  another  registry? — They  had,  to  the  best  of  

belief  ^ 3 June 

m^6°32.  Which  had  an  indorsement  upon  it? — To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  had ; 

perhaps  it  can  be  produced. 

6233.  You  cannot  produce  it  ? — I have  it  not. 

6234.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Have  you  any  doubt  the  relief  committee  of  Lis- 
cannor  knew  right  well,  without  the  aid  of  that  indorsement,  what  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  in  respect  of  it? — Quite  well;  they  had  a copy  of  the  instructions  ; 
they  must  have  been  fully  aware  of  it. 

6235-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  What  was  the  amount  of  the  directions  that  were 
pasted  on  this  book  ? — Do  you  mean  was  there  anything  besides  this  on  the  cover 
of  this  book  r 

6236.  Yes.— Nothing. 

6237.  "Will  you  read  that  ?-—“  Registry  of  persons  for  whom  employment  on 
the  public  works  is  actually  necessary.  The  lists  to  be  prepared  from  this  regis- 
try, are  to  be  put  on  forms,  which  will  be  supplied  by  the  district  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works.” 

6238.  Is  that  all?— Yes. 

6239.  Chairman .]  I observe  you  state  that  Martin  Kinane  was  returned  in  the 
original  lists  of  the  31st  December? — Yes. 

6240.  Will  you  refer  to  your  papers,  and  state  whether  you  are  correct  in  that? 

— I should  have  said  on  the  5th  of  January,  instead  of  the  31st  of  December. 

6241.  Is  that  a mistake? — It  is  a mistake;  I should  have  said  the  5th  January. 

6242.  Was  not  the  5th  January  list  a supplementary  list,  and  not  an  original 
list  ? — It  was  a supplementary  list. 

6243.  Was  he  not  selected  for  employment,  and  placed  on  that  list  by  Captain 
Wynne  ?— I am  not  aware  whether  he  was  or  was  not. 

6244.  Are  you  not  enabled  to  state  by  reference  to  any  paper  that  the  supple- 
mentary list  of  the  5th  January  was  supplied  from  information,  or  in  compliance 
with  instructions  given  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — I am  not. 

6245.  What  was  the  difference  between  the  supplementary  and  the  original  lists  ? 

— 1 suppose  one  was  an  additional  one  to  the  other. 

6246.  Was  not  the  additional  list  made  in  consequence  of  some  application  on 
the  part  of  the  inspector  ? — I do  not  know. 

6247.  You  cannot  give  any  information  how  he  came  to  be  on  the  supple- 
mentary list,  whether  in  consequence  of  the  committee  putting  him  on,  or  in 
consequence  of  anything  done  by  Captain  Wynne? — I am  certain  the  com- 
mittee put  him  on  the  supplementary  list,  because  I had  to  take  him  off  after- 
wards; but  I can  hand  in  a ticket  signed  by  Mr.  Lysaght,  stating,  that  “ as 
Martin  Kinane  continues  unwell,  I would  feel  obliged  by  your  allowing  his  boy. 
to  substitute  him  for  two  or  three  days  longer. — Yours  truly,  Henry  Lysaght : ” 
who,  I believe,  is  a son  of  the  landlord ; and  this  man  is  the  same  that  1 refer 
to,  who  had  his  boy  at  work,  and  who  was  summoned  by  his  boy7  for  wages.  ^ 

6248.  Are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the  supplementary  list  in  which 
Martin  Kinane  appears  for  the  first  time,  was  made  out  by  the  relief  committee 
of  their  own  inclination,  or  made  out  by  them  at  the  instance  of  Captain 
Wynne?  I am  not  enabled  to  answer  that  question. 

0249.  Was  not  the  supplementary  list  made  out  generally  at  the  instance  of 

the  inspecting  officer? — It  was,  and  according  to  the  instructions  given  to  the 
committee;  the  committees  had  to  return  every  person  who  was  destitute,  and 
they  must  have  made  out  this  list,  finding  that  many  destitute  persons  were  off 
the  works.  0 

0250.  Was  not  the  additional  list  filled  up,  not  only  upon  the  instructions  of 
e inspecting  officer,  but  were  not  the  names  put  in  at  his  desire? — The  names 

weie  not  put  in  by  his  desire,  to  my  knowledge,  unless  he  found  destitute 
persons  off,  and  then  he  directed  the  committee’s  attention  to  it. 

tv*"  wouM  be  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  duty  ? — It  would. 

252.  Did  not  the  Liscannor  committee  complain  to  you  that  Captain 
t selection  made  by  him  for  persons  to  be  put  on  the  supplemen- 

iy  list,  had  omitted  the  most  destitute  ? — I do  not  think  they  did  ; it  was  a 
S?uP  . tllat  the  inspecting  officer  knew  nothing  about  the  country. 

Diem  t . v°  nght  t0  check  the  list  at  al1 i they  wished  the  whole  of  the  sup- 
n , lst  sllouid  be  employed  according  to  their  resolution. 

0 ,0-5-  * y Zz  62 53-  Did 
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6253.  Did  they  also  wish  that  other  persons,  who  they  stated  were 

and  who  had  been  left  off,  might  be  added?— The  additional  lists  Ihave 
tain  the  names  of  those.  * ton' 

6254.  Subsequent  to  the  supplementary  list  being  filled  in  at  Ca  t - 

Wynne’s  instance  ? — Yes  ; subsequent  to  that  altogether.  P ain 

6255.  With  reference  to  your  answer  3204,  with  respect  to  Widow  Flanao* 
stated  to  have  been  put  on  the  works,  being  a person  in  comfortable  circ° 
stances,  was  she  not  selected  for  employment  by  Captain  Wynne? — I donotkiuT" 

6256.  You  took  her  off? — In  making  my  revision  of  the  lists,  I took  her  off 

at  once,  having  19  acres  of  land.  n 

6257.  Do  you  know  for  how  much  land  she  was  rated  to  the  poor?- 
I believe  about  six  weeks  ago  she  gave  up  nine  acres  of  her  land;  at  the  time 
she  was  returned  she  had  19  acres  of  land  in  her  own  possession,  on  which  she 
would  pay  the  whole  rate  ; then  she  had  two  tenants,  one  renting  three  acres  two 
roods,  and  the  other  six  acres  and  six  perches. 

6258.  How  does  that  appear  on  the  valuation  ?— In  one  case  she  would  have 
paid  the  whole  of  the  rate,  where  the  tenant  held  three  acres  and  two  roods 
because  the  person  was  valued  under  4/.,  she  would  only  pay  half  of  the  six  acres 
because  the  tenant  was  valued  at  five  guineas  ; she  is  stated  here  as  the  proprietor! 

6259.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.)  She  would  not  be  rated  at  all  for  that  individual' 
above  5I.  ? — She  would  have  to  pay  half. 

6260.  The  rent  would  be  reduced? — Yes;  exactly. 

6261.  She  would  not  appear  in  the  book  as  rated? — No,  she  would  not. 

6262.  In  Widow  Flanagan’s  case,  having  19  acres,  that  depends  upon  the 
amount  of  the  rent ; it  may  be  half,  or  more,  or  less  than  the  rent?— She  would 
only  pay  the  half. 

6263.  It  is  not  the  law  that  the  landlord  and  tepant  pay  half?— I always 
understood  that  a tenant  over  4^.  paid  the  half. 

6264.  Chairman.)  In  exercising  your  judgment  as  to  striking  off  persons 
whom  you  believed  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  therefore  unfit  to  be 
on  the  lists,  you  have  already  stated  you  were  not  able  to  make  personal  investi- 
gation of  each  particular  case? — Exactly. 

. ®2^5*  You  have  also  stated  you  acted  from  information  derived  from  returns 
either  as  to  the  quantity  of  land,  as  to  the  amount  of  stock,  or  as  to  both?— 

I have. 


6266.  Supposing  you  found  on  the  face  of  the  returns  that  a person  had  a 
considerable  number  of  acres  of  land,  would  you  have  acted  upon  that  prim 
jacie  presumption  of  his  being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  being  struck 
off,  without  reference  to  any  amount  of  stock  at  all  ? — If  four  or  five  acres  of 
arable  land  had  been  the  quantity,  I certainly  should. 

0267.  Would  you  have  struck  them  off  if  there  had  been  a less  quantity  of 
3 £ £ ;an  anc*  any  number  of  heads  of  stock? — I was  guided  by  both. 

6208.  If  there  were  less  land  and  more  stock,  would  you  then  also  have  left 
them  off,  as  being  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Most  certainly  I would  have 
struck  them  off  the  lists. 

6269.  Would  your  striking  them  off  the  lists  be  an  indication  of  your  opinion 
that  they  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I would  not  put  on  a person  who 
lieJd  land  and  was  not  willing  to  give  it  up. 

6270.  Mr.  Bellew.)  You  were  of  opinion  that  persons  holding  5 or  10  acres  of 
mnd  could  find  means  of  subsistence  if  they  gave  up  that  land  ? — Certainly.  Widow 
Flanagan  gave  up  nine  acres  of  her  land  ; if  she  had  been  kept  on  the  works  the 
nineteen  acres  would  have  been  untilled  at  this  moment. 

'>271*  y°u  know  that? — I was  informed  that  she  had  given  up  nine 

acres  of  land  to  her  landlord,  Mr.  Lysaght,  and  that  she  held  the  other. 

. 0272.  informed  you? — I think  it  was  the  committee  themselves  who  had 

intormed  me  she  had  given  up  a portion,  but  I forget  now  ; I have  heard  it  more 
than  once.  b 

6273.  Chairman.)  Supposing  the  tenant  had  the  permission  of  his  landlord  to 
sell  his  stock,  was  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  country  such,  that  in  the 
spring  of  this  year,  or  the  winter  of  last  year,  tenants  could  have  had  any  means 
of  selling  their  stock  ; were  there  any  purchasers  ?— I do  not  think  prices  were 
high  ; but  I do  not  see  what  he  required  his  landlord’s  permission  for. 

6274.  Could  they  have  obtained  money  for  their  stock ?— They  could;  perhaps 
not  for  their  full  value. 

6275.  Mr.  Bellew.)  Do  you  believe  that  the  fact  of  removing  off  the  works 
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having  10  acres  of  land,  had  the  effect  of  causing  a great  deal  of  land  to  be 
cultivated  that  would  otherwise  not  have  been  ?— Certainly. 

02"6.  Chairman .]  Will  you  look  to  the  question  3443,  in  answer  to  which  you 
„llt n list ; do  you  there  find  the  names  of  Michael  Tierney,  Paul  Tierney,  and 
VVid'ow  M‘Keene,  of  Carhuduff? — I do. 

(j->77.  They  are  the  three  first? — The  three  first. 

6278.  Did  you  put  those  three  persons  to  work  upon  the  Government  works  ? 

-Most  certainly  not.  . . „ . . rn 

6279.  Are  they  returned  as  being  m comtortable  circumstances  ( — J hey  are. 

6280.  Did  you  place  on  their  account  any  additional  men  on  the  works  beyond 
those  which  the  relief  committee  had  given  ? — They  may  have  got  a second  per- 
son on  the  works,  because  they  were  misrepresented  by  the  committee. 

6281.  Bv  reference  to  the  list  you  see  the  first  name,  Michael  Tierney,  and  you 
say  he  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I say  he  is  a person  who  should  never 
have  been  on  the  works. 

C282.  Do  you  know  whether,  being  on  the  list,  he  had  any  person  at  work, 
or  was  at  work  himself? — I do  not  know  ; I very  probably  returned  him  myself 
under  the  misrepresentation  in  the  lists. 

6283.  Do  you  know  whether  Paul  Tierney  was  at  work  ? — I know  from  the 
committee-sheets  he  had  a man  at  work  ; they  state  so  themselves. 

G284.  Did  you  at  any  subsequent  period  put  any  other  person  to  work  called 
Paul  Tierney  r— Yes,  I did,  the  committee  having  erroneously  returned  him. 

6285.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  with  regard  to  Michael  Tierney,  who  is  returned 
in  the  list,  and  who  you  say  was  an  improper  person  ; does  it  appear  whether 
lie  was  at  work,  or  had  any  person  at  work  for  him  ? — It  appears  he  was  at  work 
or  had  one  of  his  family  at  work ; he  was  returned  for  a second,  who  I put  on. 

6286.  How  came  you  to  put  a second  on  if  he  was  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances?—Because  at  the  time  I was  not  aware  of  it;  the  committee  bad  mis- 
represented him;  they  left  out  the  stock  column  altogether,  and  did  not  return 
the  number  of  acres  the  parties  had. 

6287.  Your  putting  him  on  was  in  ignorance  of  circumstances  which  the 
committee  ought  to  have  informed  you  of? — It  was;  and  through  their  making 
false  returns. 

6288.  Mr.  ReJ)ton.]  And  which  the  committee  were  aware  of? — They  must 
have  been. 

6289.  Chairman .]  You  say  they  misinformed  you  by  not  stating  stock ; was 
there  any  column  for  stock  ? — There  was. 

fi 290.  Mr.  JBellcw.]  Are  you  aware  whether  you  put  on  a third  man  ? — I aro 
not  aware  whether  I did  or  did  not ; his  name  may  appear  in  another  part  of 
the  list  as  a separate  family  altogether. 

6291.  Are  you  sure  you  did  not  put  on  one  man  that  was  not  in  the  com- 
mittee’s list? — I cannot  answer  the  question  clearer  than  this:  that  when- 
ever I saw  a starving  man  in  my  opinion,  upon  the  actual  appearance  of  the 
man,  I gave  him  a ticket  at  once  to  go  to  work  ; but  I do  not  suppose  I put  on 
loin  that  way  through  the  whole  district,  and  principally  in  Liscannor,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  left  so  many  poor  people  off;  but  if  he  represented  him- 
self to  me,  and  I saw  he  had  starvation  marked  in  his  countenance,  I might 
have  put  him  on. 

6292.  Chairman.]  If  in  the  case  of  the  three  individuals  to  which  your  atten- 
tion has  been  called,  and  whom  you  state  to  have  been  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, you  did  put  on  any  person,  must  it  have  been  from  misinformation 
which  you  derived  from  the  committee  ? — It  must  have  been. 

6293.  Would  you,  knowing  them  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances,  have 
put  any  one  on  whatever? — Certainly  not,  because  when  I received  the  proper 
lists  I took  off  the  whole  of  the  family. 

0294.  Have  not  the  holdings  of  several  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  lists 
)ou  put  in,  as  being  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  in  which  you  received 
information  from  the  valuations  under  the  poor  law,  been  subdivided  since  the 
valuations  were  made?— Some  of  them  may  have  been;  it  does  not  appear 
10m  the  rate-books ; and  many  of  them  appear  in  the  committee’s  registries 
38  holding  the  quantity  of  land  I have  given. 

. 0295.  Do  you  know  whether  the  poor-law  valuations  are  very  frequently 
incorrect  as  to  the  individuals,  and  amount  of  property  ? — I do  not,  excepting 
60  ‘ar,  that  of  course  parties  would  object  to  them  if  they  were  misrepresented. 

0296.  From  your  inspection  of  them,  do  you  know  that  it  often  happens  a 
0,105-  z z 2 person 
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person  is  put  down  to  represent  an  entire  townland,  when  he  in  fact  1 

a portion  of  it  ? — No,  I have  not  come  across  such  a case : ’if  a f 101(18 

could  be  named,  I could  find  it  out.  ^ cu  ar  Case 

6297.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  Are  the  valuations  acted  upon  in  Ireland' 

*es,  certainly  ; the  rate-book  is  on  the  table  for  the  committee  to  see  * 
rate  is  to  be.  uai 

6298.  Chairman .]  Being  a stranger,  you  can  give  no  information  exc™,;» 

what  you  see  in  documents  ? — None  whatever.  rllDg 

6299.  In  your  letter  of  the  28th  February  1S47,  page  63  of  the  Parliament,,, 

Paper  1 80,  you  mention  the  case  of  a person  of  the  name  of  Andrew  Con-idine' 7 
I do.  miner— 

C300.  Was  he  in  the  original  list  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne  or  was  I 
selected  by  Captain  Wynne  out  of  the  supplementary  list?— I do  not  knn« 
ther  he  is  selected  by  Captain  Wynne  at  all;  I know  he  is  in  the  s he‘ 

list  No.  12. 

6301.  Not  in  the-  original  one  ? — I have  not  found  him  there. 

6302.  Is  he,  in  the  supplementary  list,  stated  to  have  two  in  family  and  «* 

acres  of  land  ? — He  is.  x 

6303.  Was  not  Andrew  Considine  removed  from  the  labour  list  by  the  com 

mittee? — He  was.  J ,n‘ 

6304.  Was  it  of  their  own  accord,  or  by  your  directions  ? — I ordered  them  to  do  it 

6305.  Were  they  obliged  to  do  it  on  your  giving  them  such  orders7— I would 
have  done  it  myself  if  they  had  not. 

63°6-  Was  he  afterwards  retained  on  the  works  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works? — He  was  employed  subsequently  as  a mason. 

6307.  On  the  labour  list  ?— Not  on  the  labour  list,  but  as  an  independent 
labourer. 


6308.  Was  he  paid  upon  the  particular  work  upon  which  he  was  employed?— 

I suppose  so.  1 J 

6309.  Was  that  a work  upon  which  a presentment  was  made  ? — I suppose  it 
was  ; I do  not  know. 

6310.  Being  turned  off  the  labour  list  by  the  eommittee,  on  your  orders,  how 
came  he  to  be  subsequently  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  upon  the  same 
presentment  works  ? He  was  employed  as  a tradesman,  with  which  I have  no- 
thinj;  to  do ; I have  only  to  do  with  the  labourers  employed  by  the  committee: 
on  finding  he  was  employed,  I went  to  the  engineer,  Mr.  Morris,  and  asked  him 
about  it;  the  engineer  stated  to  me  that  he  was  obliged  to  employ  him,  he  could 
not  get  another  mason  to  do  the  work. 

6311.  Was  he  a mason  ? — A mason  by  trade,  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

0312.  Do  you  know  what  wages  he  received  under  the  Board  of  Works?— 
One  shilling  a day  as  a ganger  at  the  time  I turned  him  off  the  works. 

0313,  What  were  his  wages  when  employed  as  a mason?— I have  not  the 
slightest  idea. 

63 1 4.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Did  not  the  Board  of  Works  discourage,  as  mueh  as  pos- 
sible, presenting  for  works  which  required  carpenter  work  or  masonry  work,  on 
the  ground  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  employ  parties  without  reference  to 
their  destitution  ? — Certainly ; it  was  unavoidable  not  to  employ  a certain 
number  of  tradesmen  when  we  were  making  drains  in  towns  and  villages.  It  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

6315 Chairman.]  If  he  were  on  the  work,  would  he  not  do  the  same  without 
being  taken  off  and  put  on  again? — Yes;  except  that  being  on  the  committee 
lists  he  excluded  another  more  destitute. 

6316.  If  he  were  employed  afterwards,  independently  of  the  list,  did  he  not 
exclude  one  more  destitute  also? — No;  in  one  way  1 had  everything  to  do 
with  the  case,  in  the  other  I had  nothing  at  all  to  do  witli  it. 

0317.  at  3°4°>  calling  attention  to  that  answer,  in  which  you  state,  from 
300  to  400  of  Mr.  O Brien’s  tenants,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  were  placed 
on  the  works;  have  you  given  any  subsequent  consideration  to  the  answer  you 
then  gave,  and  are  you  enabled  to  state  now  whether  you  persist  in  the  accuracy 
of  that  answer  ? — I persist  in  the  accuracy  of  that  answer, 

0318.  Did  you  make  any  personal  investigation  as  to  each  of  those? — No;  d 
was  a rough  guess  upon  the  question. 

6319.  As  to  the  comfortable  circmstances  ?— From  the  fact  of  having  one  cow. 

You  took  it  from  the  same  documentary  evidence  which  you  have  acted 
upon  before  r— Yes.  ' 

632 1.  Have 
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• (13-21.  Have  you  had  reason  to  believe,  that  since  you  gave  that  answer,  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  not,  in  point  of  fact,  half  that  number  of  tenants  in  the  district? — 
In  handing  in  the  subsequent  list  I was  asked  how  many  names  that  contained 
of  Mr.  O'Brien’s  tenants,  of  the  heads  of  families.  I think  I stated  3S;  when  I 
looked  at  the  persons  in  these  lists  1 found  out  there  were  more ; that  Pat 
Shannon  is  also  an  under-tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  who  is  represented  as  a 
landlord  there. 

6322.  Will  yon  look  at  the  question  3452  ; do  you  there  state  36  to  be  the 
number  of  Mr.  O'Brien’s  tenants  ?— Yes. 

6323.  How  is  that  consistent  with  your  former  answer,  300  or  400  ? — That 
answer  is  with  reference  to  the  question,  how  many  heads  of  families  were  in 
the  list  I handed  in  ; 38  are  the  number  of  heads  of  families  taken  out  of  those 
lists;  but  they  are  the  most  glaring  cases. 

6324.  It  is  not  inconsistent,  because  the  remark  as  to  the  300  or  400  would  be 
made  of  the  names  not  inserted  in  those  lists  not  being  such  glaring  cases?-— 
Yes;  the  300  or  400  would  have  done  without  employment ; that  is,  they  would 
not  have  starved. 

6325.  Have  not  all  the  10/.  freeholders  in  the  county  been  obliged  to  apply 
for  relief? — I do  not  know. 

6326.  Was  it  not  so  in  Killalagh,  Burren,  and  Kilfenora,  and  some  other 
places? — There  were  more  freeholders  in  Liscannor  than  any  other  district,  and 
upon  poorer  means ; I can,  if  desired,  go  through  the  Burren  lists. 

6327.  Are  you  able  to  state  whether,  generally  speaking,  the  10/.  freeholders 
upon  the  list  are  in  such  destitute  circumstances  as  to  be  obliged  to  seek  for 
relief? — I am  not. 

6328.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  whether  leases  are  general  or  not  ? — They 
are  general,  I think. 

6329.  Chairman.]  In  answer  3710  you  state  that  John  Leyton  is  returned 
on  two  different  sheets,  as  having  six  in  family,  and  two  acres  of  land  ; is  he 
entered  once  or  twice? — Yes,  he  is  returned  on  the  31st  December;  I am  cor- 
rect in  the  answer  I stated  belore. 

6330.  Does  John  Leyton  in  the  list  appear  returned  in  two  places  ? — He 
appears  one  time  as  John  Leyden,  another  time  as  James  Leyden  (John). 

6331.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  the  same  person,  but  under  a somewhat 
different  name  ? — I believe  them  to  be  father  and  son. 

6332.  Does  it  appear  from  that  list  that  the  same  person  is  returned  as  repre- 
senting the  number  of  family  that  they  ought  to  do  ? — It  does  ; it  appears  in 
two  different  places  as  having  six  in  family* 

^333-  Mr.  Bellew .]  Whereas  it  is  six  altogether  ? — Six  altogether. 

6334.  Mr.  Borthwich.]  How  many  members,  for  a family  of  six,  would  you 
consider  yourself  authorized  to  put  upon  the  public  works  ? — Only  one,  in  the 
first  instance. 


6335'  At  the  time  this  list  which  I hold  in  my  hand  was  signed  by  Mr. 
0 Brien,  on  the  2Jst  December,  how  many,  for  a family  of  six,  would  you  have 
put  upon  the  works  r — Only  one  ; and  out  of  his  family  I would  have  put  none 
if  the  stock  column  had  been  properly  put  in. 

0336.  I only  take  it  now  as  to  the  number  of  family  ? — Only  one. 

6337-  You  could  not  have  been  authorised  to  employ  two  from  the  same 
xamily  r — I might,  if  I thought  fit ; I did  not  consider  it  necessary  ; there  was 
so  large  an  amount  of  employment  demanded,  the  engineer  could  not  employ 
them,  if  J did. 

6338.  You  would  only  place  one  out  of  a family  of  six  ? — Only  one  out  of 
six ; subsequently,  I put  on  the  second  member  of  the  family  of  six,  where 
great  destitution  prevailed. 

339-  John  Leyden,  junior,  is  returned  26,  six  in  family,  two  acres  of  land  ; 
y the  name  also  of  James  Leyton  (John)  returned  for  two  acres  and  six  in 

j y ». 1S  the  family  represented  by  the  cypher  6 the  same  in  both  instances  ? 

believe  them  to  be  so;  and  I am  persuaded  they  are,  from  the  fact,  that  I 
Te  0Uj  *n  the  registry  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  subsequently  issued,  the 
er  and  son  possessing  two  acres  of  land,  and  six  in  family. 
y4°*  And  the  two  acres  are  the  same  in  both  instances? — I take  it  so,  because 
re  is  no  other  person  of  the  same  name  in  that  parish  returned  in  the  list. 

^r*  Suitor- General.]  Has  James  no  son? — The  son  is  not  married-; 

be  is  only  20  years  of  age.  - - 


2 z 3 


6342.  Mr* 


Captain 
H.  W.  Gordon. 


3 June  1847. 
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Captain 
11.  W.  Gordon. 


3 June  1847. 


1)342.  Mr.  Bortliwich ] Are  they  all  of  the  same  family  l—J  believe  thev 

6343.  They  represent  the  same  property  and  the  same  family  ?_To  the  iLTi 
my  belief  they  do.  esioJ 

<!344-  Although  they  are  not  the  same  persons,  they  are  put  upon  the  wn  It 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  in  consequence  of  precisely  the  ^ 
circumstances  ; and  those  two  would  not  have  been  put  upon  the  works  j/ame 
had  known  they  were  both  returned  as  representing  the  same  property 
should  only  have  put  one  on  ; and  if  the  stock  column  had  been  filled  I shi.ul  1 
not  have  returned  any.  a 

6345.  Is  your  complaint  against  the  committee,  that  they  have  returned  for 

the  same  family  two  persons,  and,  whether  willingly  or  not,  that  thev  have  ' 
point  of  fact,  deceived  the  Board  of  Works? — Certainly.  ' ’ 10 

6346.  Chairman .]  Will  you  refer  to  questions  328G  to  3288,  in  which  vou 

mentioned  having  received  information  to  assist  you  in  makinv  out  the  li  t' 
Kiililagh ; did  not  tile  Rev.  Mr.  Connolly,  the  Homan-catholic  curate,  sive^ol! 
information  ? — He  gave  roe  most  erroneous  information,  by  which  I put  on  per. 
sons  whom  I never  would  have  put  on.  ^ " 

6347.  Did  you  not  acknowledge  his  services  before  the  Lisdoonvaroa  com 

miltee  ?— 1 thanked  him  for  making  out  his  registries  at  Lisdoonvaroa  hut  I 
consider  he  was  the  principal  person  who  threw  the  impediments  in  nivw.v 
in  getting  the  lists  from  Kiililagh.  3 y 

C34S.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  Rev.  Mr.  Connolly  was  not  inde- 
fatigable in  his  exertions  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  that  district)— He  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  the  comfortable  men  on  in  that  particular  district  of  Lisdoon- 
varna,  after  having  done  so  in  Kiililagh,  and  then  he  withdrew  from  the  committee 
and  gave  us  no  assistance  afterwards. 

6349.  Did  he  do  the  same  as  to  the  poor  1— He  left  off  many  destitute  persons 
m Lisdoonvarna.  I would  wish  to  read  a certificate  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Kilmoon  committee,  Pierse  Creagh,  Esq.  to  myself.  He  says,  with  reference  to 
the  following  List ; viz. : — 


No. 

NAME 

of 

APPLICANT. 

Townland  where 
Applicant  resides. 

If  Applicant  holds 
Land,  state  quantity 
in  Statute  Measure. 

No.  of 

eaPt’i" 

Family. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Tom  Egan  -1 

Tom  Egan  - - -j 

Midi.  Jordan 
Hugh  Whriston 
Pat  Doolan  ... 
Thos.  Iiogan  - 

Peter  O’Loughlin,  (Cons.) 
Pat  O’Loughlin,  (Cons.) 

Caherbarnagh  - 
Ditto 

Cunkeskeheen  - 
Kilmoon,  West 
Ditto 

Creagbreagh  - 
Ditto 

A. 

14 

10 

6 

8 

8 

10 

10 

; 

Cows : 
Stock. 
6 
4 
2 
2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3 

4 

(Two  ricks  of  oats ; 
1 his  son. 
(Wealthy ; lias  a 
|_  flock  of  sheep. 

rThose  two  were  im- 
J properly  returned 
| for  employment  on 
[ yesterday. 

certify  that  the  above  persons  should  be  forthwith  struck  off  the  works  and 

le  revised  lists.  And  I must  express  my  opinion  of  the  gross  deception  prac- 
tised  in  Lgan  s case,  who,  with  his  son,  have  been  all  the  season  working  on  the 
renet  worksite  the  exclusion  of  the  really  destitute.  12  March  1847.-?^ 
Ureagh,  Chairman  of  Committee.” 

/jp°*  ?^r:  ^Heitor- General.]  Was  the  person  put  on  in  consequence  of  infer- 

*0?  A4aine^  *1^tDS0.urce?~I  received  it  from  the  committee. 

0351.  Mr.  Stafford  O Bnen .]  Who  made  out  the  lists  for  the  committee  ?- 
1 hey  were  made  out  by  Mr.  Connolly. 

6352-  Chab'man.]  That  related  to  persons  respecting  whom  you  received  in- 
formation from  the  committee  It  did.  ® J 

6353.  W.ho  made  out  the  list  containing  information  upon  which  the  com- 
mittee acted  ?— Mr.  Connolly.  6 v 

6354.  Did  Mr.  Connolly  ever  move  for  a vote  of  censure  against  you,  that 

you  know  of,  in  the  committee  ?— He  did,  many  : but  they  were  not  put  to  the 
vote,  1 believe.  J 

&o55-  Up  to  the  time  when  he  moved  the  first  vote  of  censure,  or  made  the 

first 
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first  complaint  against  you,  had  you  spoken  very  much  in  his  favour?— On  visit-  Captain 
jn<y  Killilagh,  he  told  me  he  would  make  out  the  lists  at  once  for  Killilagh;  he  H.  W.  Gordon. 

delayed  in  making  out  those  lists,  and  the  consequence  was,  that  I had  to  get  the  

check-clerks  to  make  out  the  lists  themselves,  from  which  I struck  off  upwards  of  3 June  l84?- 

000  names.  Then  Mr.  Connolly  thought  proper  to  get  the  lists  made  out,  because 
he  thought  I would  not  take  off  the  persons  on  my  own  responsibility  ; and  on  his 
enterin"°the  committee-room,  lie  said,  “ I think  we  have  some  cause  of  complaint 
against0 Captain  Gordon,  in  striking  off  those  persons.”  I said,  “ Not  at  all,  I am 
perfectly  satisfied  with  what  I have  done.”  He  then  took  out  his  own  lists 
which  I checked  : he  evidently  had  had  them  for  some  time,  and  kept  them  by 
him,  because  he  thought  I would  not  strike  the  people  off. 

6356.  I ask  you  whether,  up  to  the  time  of  his  making  complaints  of  your  con- 
duct, you  had  not  spoken  very  favourably  of  him  ; and  after  he  made  complaints 
against  you,  if  you  did  not  then,  for  the  first  time,  begin  to  speak  unfavourably  of 
IjjjnP—Wheu  I found  out  his  real  character. 

6357.  Had  that  anything  to  do  with  the  complaints  he  made  against  you,  or  was 
that  remark  founded  upon  your  finding  out  what  you  call  his  “real  character”? — I 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  his  private  character;  not  at  all  from  the  complaint. 

6358.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien. J Did  your  censure  on  his  conduct  arise  from  his 
behaviour  towards  you,  or  his  conduct  in  reference  to  those  relief  committees  ?— 

Nothing  towards  myself,  but  entirely  from  the  opposition  thrown  in  my  way  by 
him  and  others  of  the  committee. 

6359.  Mr.  Bellew .]  As  soon  as  opposition  was  thrown  in  your  way  you  had  a 
different  opinion  ? — Yes  ; I reported  to  the  Government  the  conduct  of  the  relief 
committee. 

6360.  Chairman.]  What  tickets  were  you  speaking  of? — Tickets  issued  by 
different  members  of  the  committee  at  Killilagh. 

6361.  Will  you  refer  to  page  67,  in  the  Parliamentary  Paper  180,  and  state 
whether  that  contains  a specimen  of  the  relief  tickets? — It  does;  on  visiting 
Killilagh,  I saw  every  road  covered  with  women,  and  I ordered  them  all  to  be 
dismissed  at  once.  I found  they  were  working  upon  the  tickets  signed,  among 
others,  by  Mr.  Connolly. 

6362.  About  how  many  tickets  did  you  find  issued  to  those  persons  by  Mr. 

Conuolly? — I am  not  able  to  say  by  Mr.  Connolly. 

6363.  Can  you  say  about  ? — The  whole  together  between  the  members  of 
tlie  committee  was  between  400  and  500. 

0364.  Were  there  a great  number  by  Mr.  Connolly  ? — There  were. 

6365.  Can  you  put  in  one  as  a specimen  of  the  sort  of  tickets  so  issued  ?— 

1 can.  This  is  one. 

Norry  Killorey, 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

6366.  Was  it  against  the  duty  of  Mr.  Connolly  to  issue  tickets  in  that  way? — 

I had  written  to  say  he  should  not  issue  them. 

0367.  Was  it  against  his  duty  ? — It  was. 

6308.  Will  you  refer  to  question  3503 ; at  the  time  the  persons  were  era- 
Pl°yed  to  whom  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  that  question,  what  were  the  wages 
Per.^y  ? — The  wages  entirely  depended  upon  the  way  the  men  worked. 

^369-  Was  it  task-work? — Task-work. 

370.  Was  10 d.  a day  an  average? — A low  average  for  county  Clare. 

371-  Would  not  \od.,  supposing  it  to  be  the  average,  be  very  insufficient  to 
support  a family  of  four  ? — I do  not  consider  it  would  have  been  insufficient. 

372-  Do  you  know  what  price  meal  was  selling  at  at  that  time? — I do. 

373-  How  much  a stone  in  October  ? — I do  not  know  anything  about  October. 

374-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  time  were  you  referring  to  ? — March. 

was  l^e  price  then  ? — Two  shillings  and  sixpence  a stone. 

TnP;  ' ^r‘  Crawford.]  Was  that  Indian  meal  or  the  oaten  meal  ? — The 

^an  meal ; that  was  the  outside. 

oDm  ^ 7-  How  do  you  compute  the  consumption  of  a family,  so  as  to  give  the 

10D  | 10  d.  a day  was  sufficient,  with  meal  at  2 s.  6 d.  a stone,  in  March? 

tberrf°nC  UC^G  ^0U  not  mean  ^our  grown-up  persons,  in  the  first  place.  I take 

me°ran  a*era§e’  a.man  and  his  wife  and  two  children  : I consider  a pound 
seale  b sufficient  for  each  of  the  family,  according  to  the  Government 

0 j u I conclude  that  he  would  buy  something  else  with  his  money.  He 
5‘  z z 4 could 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


360  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

H C0,uld,  Purchase  ,t"'°  stone  of  meaI  if  he  g°‘  10  </.  a day  ; but  I said  he  miaht  earn 

IV.  bo/ lion.  a higher  rate  ot  wages.  ° earn 

3 June  1S47.  6378.  Two  stone  of  meal  is  your  computation  for  a family  of  four  ?— I sav  u 

ought  to  support  them,  if  properly  cooked.  ’ - u 

6379.  Mr.  Bellew.]  With  economy  and  the  best  management  they  could  li,.» 

on  that  ? — There  must  be  both.  J ve 

6380.  I think  you  stated  before,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  withdrew  several  of  h' 
tenants  from  the  labour  lists  ? — No.  From  the  lists  of  gratuitous  relief  und  *S 
the  temporary  Relief  Act. 

6381.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Did  the  withdrawal  of  those  persons  take  place  since 

the  striking  of  this  committee? — They  never  were  withdrawn,  because  they  were 
not  returned.  J 

6382.  Will  you  refer  to  your  answer  3597  ; do  you  not  there  state  that  1 432 
labourers  were  necessarily  employed  on  the  public  works  in  Liscannor  ?— No- 
Isay  I consider  that  number  quite  sufficient ; but  there  were  about  1,000  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  on. 

6383.  You  do  not  mean  by  the  word  “sufficient,”  that  they  were  necessarily 

employed  ? — I do  not.  1 

6384.  On  the  contrary,  you  state  that  1,000  were  there  who  ought  not  to  have 
been  there? — According  to  the  registry  that  has  been  sent  in  for  gratuitous  relief, 
I consider  that  1,000  were  on  the  works  who  ought  never  to  have  been. 

6385.  Did  you  write  a letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  to 
this  effect : “ Captain  Gordon  presents  his  compliments  to  Major  Macnamara, 
and  will  visit  the  Liscannor  committee  if  not  inconvenient  to-morrow  morning 
Captain  Gordon  will  be  at  Liscannor  \ to  1 1 Thursday  morning  ”?— Yes.  ° 

6386.  Is  this  note  I put  into  your  hand,  in  your  handwriting  ? — Yes. 

6387.  Do  you  thipk  it  was  written  about  the  25th  of  February  ?— It  mi°-ht 
have  been  about  that  time. 

6388.  Did  you,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  given  in  that  letter,  attend  the 
Liscannor  committee  ? — Most  likely  I did  ; I generally  keep  my  appointments. 

6389.  Do  you  remember  whether,  on  that  occasion  of  your  attending  the 
Liscannor  committee,  the  committee  remonstrated  .with  yon  on  the  hardship  of 
removing  persons  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  February,  which  has 
already  been  put  in  ? — I recollect  it  perfectly  ; and  at  the  same  time  I told  them 
they  had  omitted  them  themselves. 

6390.  Did  you  go  through  the  lists  with  them  to  put  those  persons  on?— No; 

I took  that  list  which  I told  them  they  must  get  made  into  some  shape  or  form, 
signed  by  the  chairman. 

6391.  Did  you  not  say  you  could  not  stay  to  finish  it,  because  you  had  an  ap- 
pointment at  Killiiagh,  and  that  the  committee  must  finish  it  themselves ?— Yes. 

6392.  Did  you  desire  them,  when  finished,  to  send  it  to  Ennistimon? — I did. 

6393 • Did  you  state  that  you  would  then  put  them  on  the  works  ?—  Provided 

they  removed  others  to  make  room. 

^394-  By  “others,”  did  you  mean  those  in  comfortable  circumstances? — Yes. 

®395-  Did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  come  to 
you  at  Ennistimon  with  a list? — He  did. 

6396-  Was  that  five  miles  distant? — From  Mr.  Shannon’s  house  about  four  miles. 

6397-  Did  he  give  you  the  list  ? — He  did. 

6398.  Did  you  tell  him  you  would  act  upon  it  ? — 1 told  him  I would  look  it 
over,  and  that  I trusted  that  the  committee  would  take  off  those  who  were  com- 
fortable, and  allow  those  men  to  be  put  on ; I looked  to  see  if  they  could  be  put 
on  ; but  on  showing  it  to  the  engineer,  he  said  it  was  impossible  he  could  put 
them  on  as  an  increase.  I then  wrote  the  letter  I have  already  put  in  evidence  on 
the  27th  of  February,  and  I said  it  was  quite  impossible  that  the  number  received 
by  me  could  be  allowed  as  an  increase  upon  the  works  ; consequently  I requested 
the  committee  to  hand  me  the  names  of  comfortable  persons  to  be  struck  off- 

6399-  You  were  anxious,  if  it  could  be  done,  to  place  on  those  persons  who 
were  destitute,  leaving  the  least  destitute  to  be  struck  off  afterwards  ?— Yes. 

6400.  But  you  considered  you  would  not  be  justified  in  putting  on  others 
until  those  were  struck  off?— I would  not;  and  the  engineer  told  me  he  could 
not  employ  them. 

6401.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Did  they  send  you  a list  of  the  comfortable  persons  ?— 
They  did  not,  although  I required  it.  I checked  the  lists,  allowing  them 
1,169  f°r  work,  which  was  a considerable  portion  : the  20  per  cent,  then,  (before 

that  number  had  been  acted  on)  was  taken  off;  I allowed  the  committee  to  take  on, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  36i 

the  100,  and  they  abused  it  in  the  way  I have  told  you.  The  list  that  Rev.  Timothy  Captain 

Shannon  brought  contained  the  name  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Michael  Corry  H-  ,r-  Gordon, 

(John)  Lislorkan,  who  had  10  acres  of  land,  and  is  returned  by  the  committee  as  7~ 

having  two  cows  and  a horse,  and  at  the  same  time  returned  as  “wretchedly  3 June  l847’ 

poor”  opposite  his  name. 

6402.  Mr.  Borthwic/c.]  Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  300  women  were 
put  on  the  works  by  the  Killilagh  committee? — I stated  so. 

V 6403.  Had  you  issued  any  orders  just  before  that?— Yes,  I had  given  an 
orderjust  before,  dated  the  31st  of  January,  stating  that  I could  not  employ  any 
more  persons  until  I received  the  lists  from  Killilagh  of  those  already  at  work. 

That  I wrote  to  Mr.  Connolly,  the  secretary,  and  I wrote  to  the  engineer  at  the 
same  time,  and  requested  that  he  would  not  allow  any  more  men  to  be  placed 
on  the  relief  works  until  he  received  the  lists  from  me  of  the  men  at  work? 

C404.  Was  the  use  of  the  word  “men”  the  cause  why  the  women  were  put 
on  ?— It  was  the  excuse  to  me  that  the  women  were  put  on,  because  I had  not 
stated  they  were  to  be  kept  off. 

6405.  That  is,  the  letter  of  your  instructions  was  construed  rather  than  the 
spirit  of  them?— The  inferior  officers  (I  do  not  say  the  committees)  considered 
“men”  or  “persons”  not  to  relate  to  women  at  all. 

6406.  What  order  of  persons  were  those  women  ? — They  were  persons  stated 
to  be  destitute. 

6407.  Did  you  find  them  destitute?— I struck  them  all  off;  if  they  were  desti- 
tute, they  should  all  have  been  on  the  works  at  first. 

6408.  I find  in  a letter  of  yours,  dated  Bandon,  25  Oct.  1846,  you  laid  down 
a general  principle ; I wish  to  know  whether  it  was  upon  that  principle  you  were 
acting  in  reducing  the  lists  wherever  you  did  it : “I  allow  no  farmers  to  be  upon 
the  lists  if  I can  detect  it,  since  I consider  every  man  should  now  be  employed  on 
his  land,  and  if  lie  cannot  till  it,  he  must  give  it  up  and  become  a labourer;” 
taking  this  to  be  an  index  of  your  opinion,  was  it  a gross  injustice  on  the  bounty 
and  charity  of  the  country,  that  people  should  be  employed  upon  the  public  works 
who  themselves  had  the  means  of  sustaining  their  families? — I considered  it  was 
most  unjust  in  every  way.  The  expenditure  reached  to  the  immense  amount  it 
did,  through  persons  being  forced  upon  the  works  in  the  manner  they  were. 

6409.  What  was  the  effect  upon  the  land  ? — If  the  farmers  had  not  been  em- 
ployed until  they  had  either  been  made  to  give  up  their  land,  or  were  willing 
to  do  so,  and  at  the  same  time  if  the  landlords  would  take  it,  I consider  the 
whole  country  would  have  been  tilled. 

6410.  If  your  principle  had  been  acted  upon  you  would  have  had  the  people 
employed  in  reproductive  labour  upon  the  land,  and  would  have  avoided  the 
danger  of  the  famine  being  continued,  by  getting  the  land  in  a state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  country  ? — Yes ; and  I consider  that  the 
land  would  not  have  been  untilled,  as  it  is  now,  had  not  the  committee  forced  these 
persons  on  the  works,  as  the  Government  officers  had  not  the  means  of  turning  them 
on,  because  they  were  not  furnished  with  the  proper  information. 

, "H1-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Supposing  the  landlord  would  not  take  the  land? — If  the 

a nd  lord  was  unwilling  to  take  the  land,  I think  in  that  case  thev  should  have 
admitted  the  people  on  the  works. 

412.  Mr.  BortkwichJ]  Do  you  know  of  cases  of  that  sort? — I cannot 

eco  lect  one  at  the  present  time ; but  when  it  was  too  late  some  persons  were 

anxious  to  give  up  their  land. 

Would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  landlords  and  of  everybody  else  to 
the  je.ever^  exei'ti°n  to  some  extent  to  avert  the  calamity  before  they  called  upon 
exe  f 0ur^rs  England  ? — I most  certainly  think  they  should  have  used  every 

to  ai 10?  ’v.11  on^  squired  exertion  to  have  done  it ; it  did  not  require  money 
iniffp6'  * 1 calamity>  so  much  as  it  did  proper  firmness  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
eS  ei>  t^10Se  improper  persons  off  the  lists. 
spent;1  ^e^eWm^  You  are  of  opinion  that  a great  deal  of  the  public  money 

they  M have  been  spared  if  the  landed  proprietors  had  done  all 

hm'o  k°U  to  C0'°Perate  with  you  ? — I consider  a vast  sum  of  money  would 

6 b-eenMsaved  t0  th.e  country* 

better^ ^d  would  not  the  country  and  the  poor  be  much 
sanie  ' “'Even  in  those  districts  where  more  limited  employment  existed,  the 
do  thpi*  jGSS  , not  Preva>l  as  in  those  districts  where  the  committees  did  not 

n ,*lr  duty>  but  put  on  everybody. 

10a-  3 A 6416-  The 
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Captain  6416.  The  gravamen  of  your  charge  is  not  a personal  quarrel  between 
II.  Jr.  Gordon,  and  the  individual  members  of  the  committee,  or  between  you  and  the  indh 
j „ . members  of  the  aristocracy  nr  gentry  of  Ireland,  but  tint  you  thought  H, 

+7'  course  adopted  was  more  injurious  to  the  poor,  most  unjust  to  the  payers  If 

taxes,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  very  hostile  to  the  general  interests  f 
the  country  1 — As  to  individuals,  I may  say  I received  kindness  personally  from 
parties  in  the  country,  not  in  the  way  of  giving  me  assistance  exactly  but  h 
kindness  and  not  holding  me  up  to  the  people.  I certainly  consider  the  lar 
expenditure  was  most  unjust  to  the  tax-payers,  since  they  would  be  called  1100* 
to  repay  part  of  the  money  so  expended.  * " n 

641 ;.  Chairman.']  Do  you  wish  to  make  some  statement  in  explanation  of  a 
part  of  your  former  evidence?— I do. 

6418.  Will  you  state  what  it  is?— My  reasons  for  stating  in  my  evidence  as 
well  as  upon  every  occasion,  that  parties  were  not  objects  for  employment’ on 
the  relief  works  who  possessed  even  one  cow  or  a sheep,  or  had  more'  than  two 
or  three  acres  of  land  (which  they  were  not  willing  to  give  up)  were  formed  upon 
mature  consideration,  from  the  fact  that  the  small  ratepayers,  holding  from  in 
to  20  acres  of  land,  would  be  placed  in  a far  worse  position  than  the  parties 
valued  under  4 l,  not  ratepayers,  holding  from  one  to  six  acres  of  land,  and  who 
might -also  possess  two  cows.  The  landlord  pays  the  rates  for  the  latter  parties 
they  might  keep  their  land  untilled,  and  their  cattle  or  cow,  whereas  the  more  re’ 
spectable  and  industrious  class,  who  have  tilled  their  land,  must  fall  under  the 
heavy  taxation  caused  by  the  employment  of  parties  who  could  do  without  it  and 
be  ejected  by  their  landlord,  becoming  completely  pauperized.  The  taxation’ that 
will  fall  upon  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  for  the  advances  under  the  Labour  Hate 
Act  will  effect  this,  although  half  die  amount  has  been  given  as  a vrantto 
the  country  ; and  I consider  the  committees  are  responsible  for  it.  from  the  im- 
proper way  they  acted,  especially  in  that  district. 


John  Fitzgerald. 


Michael  Lynch. 


John  Fitzgerald,  called  in ; and  farther  Examined. 

6419.  Chairman .]  Previous  to  the  19th  of  December,  the  date  you  gave  yes- 
terday, were  any  persons  struck  off  the  works  at  Kilmealy  and  Inche?— Yes; 
from  time  to  time  persons  were  removed,  and  substitutions  made. 

6420.  How  many  were  struck  off  in  Kilmealy  and  Inche,  before  the  19th  ? — 
I cannot  say  the  number,  but  I know  that  numbers  were  struck  off. 

6421.  Between  the  19th  and  the  31st  of  December,  how  many  were  struck  off 
m the  paiishes  of  Kilmealy  and  Inche  ? — Four  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 
v£^2'-cr  ' ev’ous  t0  19th  of  December,  were  there  any  struck  off  in  Drum- 

cliffe  ? — Yes,  there  were. 

6423.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  were  struck  off  in  Drumcliffe  before  the  19th? 

. 5 o.c,ant!2t  &*ve  t*ie  number,  but  I know  there  were  a number  of  pensioners 

struck  off  by  Captain  Wynne. 

6424.  Can  you  tell  how  many  were  struck  off  between  the  19th  and  the  31st, 
m Drumcliffe  : — Four  hundred  and  eighty-eio-ht. 

6425.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Were  they  afterwards  reinstated ? — Yes;  I stated  yester- 
day * believed  they  were,  in  the  course  of  some  time ; I do  not  know  whether 
they  all  were. 

6426.  Chairman. J How  many  were  struck  off  the  list  in  Clondagad  between 
the  2<5th  and  the  31st  of  December  ?— Three  hundred  and  nineteen. 

0427.  W hat  was  the  date  of  the  revision  list  of  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone? 
e first  revised  list  that  went  to  Clare  Abbey  was  on  the  19th  of  November. 

0428.  L>o  you  know  how  many  were  struck  off  on  that  occasion  ?— I recollect 
getting  a list  from  my  clieck-clerk  of  65  poor  persons  who  were  put  on,  and  as 
many  more  removed  that  were  more  independent. 

1)0  you  know  how  many  were  replaced  that  had  been  previously  struck 
off  by  the  committee  of  Killone  ?-There  is  a difference  between  the  committee 
list  furnished  first,  and  the  revised  list  of  Captain  Wynne  of  25  persons. 

Michael  Lynch , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

^430-  Chairman^  WERE  you  desired  to  make  out  a list  and  give  it  to  the 
Committee  r — Yes.  ” 

6431.  Have  you  made  it  out? — Yes. 

6432.  Will  you  hand  it  in,  if  you  please  Yes. 

[The  Witness  handed  in  the  following  List  .-J 
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6433-  Did  you  not  yourself individually  put  persons  on  the  lists  without  (1436.  From  your  oun  knowledge? — Yes,  anil  going  among  the  people 
P the  approbation  or  the  concurrence  of  the  committee  '! — I never  did.  and  asking  them  ; I visited  their  houses,  all  of  them, 

o 6434.  Have  you  made  out  this  list  yourself? — Y es,  1 did  make  it  out.  (1437.  Do  you  put  in  another  list  for  the  parish  of  Kilamona  ? — I do. 

• 6435.  Do  you  make  it  out  front  your  own  information  r — Yes. 

[The  Witness  handed  in  the  following  List :] 

Corofin  Relief  District,  Barone  Iscinoins,  Parish  of  Kilamona. 


A LIST  of  some  Persons,  having  Laud  and  Stock,  who  were  returned  for  Euiployinent  on  die  Relief  Lists  in  the  above  Pariah. 


NAMES. 

l'OWNLANDS. 

INFORMATION  FURNISHED  ON  THE  COMMITTEE  LISTS. 

j§§ 

A6t. 

in^FtmUy. 

"7™ 

-*■ 

Co«. 

Sheep. 

•T 

122.  Michael  Galvin 
128.  Martin  Moy  - 
12S.  Widow  O’Keeffe  - 
120.  Pat  Keaty  - 
134.  Pat  Cullinan  - 
133.  John  Ford  - 
142.  John  O’Connor 
157.  Widow  Falty 

164.  Pat  Considine 
188.  Tim  Howard 
198.  John  Kelly  - 
204.  Mat  Faity  - 
200.  Mat  Falty  - 
206.  Thomas  Kean 
218.  Andy  Carr  ... 

Foureen  - 

Ballyneylon  - 

Kilamona 
tihalleo  ■ 

. Ditto 

Drumcurreen 
Dcroalagh  - 

I Ditto  - - - 

Shalleo  - 

- Ditto 

Knockacoran 

8 

„:§222232S3§23S22S22 

\ 

1 

2 

> 

■ 

6th  sheet. 

6th  sheet. 

4th  sheet. 

3d  sheet. 

(1 continual ) 
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TOWNLANDS. 
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Mr.  John  Petty , called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

6438.  Chairman.']  I believe  you  have  stated  that  at  Corofin,  in  November, 
i,Soo  persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  by  the  revision  required  by  Captain 
Wynne  ? — There  were. 

6439.  How  many  of  those  were  afterwards  replaced  on  the  list? — About 
i,3°°. 

6440.  Were  the  persons  so  replaced  the  same  persons,  or  were  they  other 
persons  put  on  in  lieu  of  them  ? — I cannot  tell.  I do  not  know. 

6441.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  the  same  or  not  ?— No. 

6442.  If  you  stated  yesterday  that  they  were  the  same,  it  is  a mistake  ? — 
Yes. 

6443.  When  were  they  replaced? — At  different  periods  since. 

6444.  Were  persons  replaced  on  the  list  because  the  committees  had  in  the 
first  instance  struck  off  poor  persons,  instead  of  those  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances ? — Some  of  them  were ; but  I cannot  speak  to  the  whole. 

644,5.  As  a matter  of  fact,  were  there  more  on  the  list  in  February  than  for 
any  other  period  from  the  commencement  of  the  works  ? — Yes,  I think  there 
were,  but  not  many  more ; there  were  about  the  same  number. 

6446.  What  do  you  mean  ? — About  the  same  number. 

6447.  What  do  you  mean  then  by  saying  there  were  more  ? — There  were  not 
many  more. 

6448.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? — Yes,  I do.  There  were  about  5,509 
before  the  revision  of  the  list  by  Captain  Wynne,  and  about  the  same  number  in 
February  last. 

6449.  In  the  parish  of  Inagh  were  there  the  same  number  in  February  as 
before  the  revision  of  the  lists  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — I do  not  think  there  were 
so  many. 


Veneris,  4°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  W alsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Samuel  Gamble , Esq.  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

^450-  Chairman.']  WILL  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether  much  excite- 
ment was  caused  at  Ennistimon  in  consequence  of  the  determination  you  had  come 
to  about  a presentment  on  improving  a road  and  avoiding  a hill  between  Ennis- 
timon  and  Lahinch? — There  was  great  excitement  produced  by  the  opposition 

at  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  gave  to  the  new  line  of  road,  of  which  I directed  a 
rial  section  to  be  made,  after  it  was  presented,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  me  to 
judge  whether  I should  recommend  it  to  the  Board.  I did  not  recommend  it. 

^?453*  When  did  the  sessions  present  that  work? — On  the  21st  of  September. 

0452.  Did  you  get  a plan  and  section  in  consequence  of  the  presentment? — 
A section. 

6453-  When?— Early  in  October. 

0454.  When  was  that  section  made  known  to  the  neighbourhood  ?— In  Oc- 
tober. 0 

6455.  The  presentment,  I suppose,  did  not  specify  the  particular  line,  but  left 
t iat  tor  you  ( — It  left  to  the  Board  the  option  either  of  cutting  the  hills  or  making 
anew  line.  r e 

°*105-  3 A 4 6456.  Which 
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3 June  1847. 


S.  Garnik,  Esq. 
4 June  1847. 


5.  Gamble,  Esq. 
4 June  1847. 
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6456.  Which  did  you  adopt? — Neither.  It  left  the  Board  the  option  of  doing 
either  one  or  the  other,  or  doing  neither.  The  passing  of  the  presentment  did 
not  oblige  the  Board  to  execute  the  work. 

6457.  Did  the  presentment  direct  the  line  of  road,  or  was  it  left  to  your  op- 
tion ? — It  was. 

6458.  Which  was  the  line  you  chose  upon  that? — The  new  line. 

6459.  An  entire  new  line? — An  entire  new  line  at  the  place  complained  of. 

6460.  Was  not  the  opposition  of  Mr.  Sheehan,  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman, 
joined  in  by  all  the  Roman-catholics  of  that  neighbourhood,  on  the  ground  that 
your  new  line  of  road  interfered  with  the  Roman-catholic  chapel  ? — It  was  by  a 
great  many,  over  whom  he  had  considerable  influence,  but  not  by  all. 

6461.  Was  not  that  one  main  ground  of  the  excitement? — Mr.  Sheehan’s 
conduct  was  one  great  ground  of  the  excitement  produced  at  that  time. 

6462.  I asked  you  whether,  the  line  of  road  interfering  with  the  chapel,  your 
conduct  in  choosing  that  line  was  not  the  cause  ? — I think  it  would  have  produced 
no  excitement  but  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan’s  interference. 

6463.  Did  not  his  interference  proceed  upon  the  grounds  that  you  injured  the 
chapel  by  your  new  line  of  road? — On  that  pretence. 

6464.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ on  that  pretence”  ? — I do  not  think  his  grounds 
of  opposition  were  justifiable, 

6465.  Did  it  not  interfere  with  the  chapel? — It  would  not;  it  would  have  gone 
outside  the  wall,  but  would  not  have  encroached  on  the  grounds. 

6466.  The  Roman-catholics  thought  it  would?— The  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  did. 

6467.  And  did  not  the  Roman-catholics  of  his  chapel  too? — He  raised  a great 
excitement  about  it,  and  caused  that  opposition  j I do  not  think  there  would  have 
been  any  opposition  but  for  his  interference. 

6468.  Did  not  the  Roman-catholics  of  his  chapel  think,  and  state,  it  would  in- 
terfere?— After  he  made  the  harangue  about  it  in  the  chapel. 

6469.  Did  they  do  so  universally  ? — No. 

6470.  A large  majority? — A large  majority;  Mr.  Sheehan  has  great  influ- 
ence over  them. 

6471.  Mr.  Bellew.]  It  did  not  pass  through  any  part  of  the  ground  ? — It  did 
not. 

6472.  Chairman.']  How  near  did  it  pass  ? — Immediately  adjoining  the  yard 
wall. 

6473.  How  near  was  that  to  the  chapel  ? — There  is  a small  yard  outside  the 
chapel. 

6474.  Was  it  10  yards? — I would  say  10  yards. 

6475.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  was  the  interference  of  which  Mr.  Sheehan  com- 
plained?— That  it  would  spoil  the  appearance  of  the  chapel.  He  said  that  the 
chapel  was  built  to  have  a good  appearance  from  the  present  road,  and  if  the 
new  road  was  made  it  would  not  look  so  well ; that  the  new  road  would  go  too 
near  the  chapel. 

6476.  Chairman.]  Did  it  go  through  a plantation? — It  did. 

6477.  Was  not  that  adjoining  the  wall  of  the  ground  of  the  chapel? — It  was. 

6478.  Was  not  that  planted  for  ornament  by  the  Roman-catholics? — I think 
not ; I think  it  was  planted  by  some  of  the  Stackpoole  family.  I heard  it  was 
planted  by  them  for  the  ornament  of  the  Roman-catholic  chapel. 

6479-  Hid  the  plantation  belong  to  them  or  to  the  chapel? — I always  heard  it 
belonged  to  the  Stackpoole  family. 

6480.  And  being  planted  for  the  ornament  of  the  chapel,  and  being  taken 
away,  do  you  not  think  that  was  rather  a ground  for  a bond  fide  opposition  than 
what  you  called  a pretence  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  any  ground  for  the  course 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  took  to  hold  up  the  officers  to  the  people  in  the  way 
he  did  at  the  chapel. 

6481.  I asked  you  did  you  not  think  it  was  rather  a ground  for  a bond  fide- 
opposition  than  a pretence?— I think  it  was  no  ground  for  the  course  that 
Mr.  Sheehan  took.  If  he  had  chosen  to  represent  these  things  to  me,  or  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  we  would  have  taken  them  into  consideration  as  much  as 
possible. 

6482.  You  have  chosen  to  state  it  was  a pretence ; do  you  still  mean  to  state : it 
was  only  a pretence  ? — I do  not  think  there  was  any  sufficient  ground  for  Mr. 
Sheehan’s  opposition, 

6483.  That  is  still  your  opinion? — It  is.  ,, 

6484-  1 WOuli 
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6484.  I would  ask  you  again,  on  consideration,  what  do  you  mean  by  the  word 
“ pretence”? — I mean  that  I do  not  think  there  was  any  sufficient  grounds  for  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan’s  opposition  to  the  road  on  account  of  the  injury  done  to  the 
grounds. 

6485.  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  the  other  ratepayers,  frequently  urge  you  to 
abandon  that  line  of  road,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  inconvenient,  and  interfering 
with  the  chapel? — I do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  O’Brien  did.  1 recollect  Mr. 
O’Brien  asking,  “ Could  not  the  hills  be  cut?”  on  the  first  day  I went  there,  and 
I told  him  at  once  they  could  not.  I think  if  Mr.  O’Brien’s  opinion  were  known, 
he  would  rather  have  the  new  road  made  than  no  improvement  made  in  the  com- 
munication. 

6486.  Mr.  Bel/ew .]  What  was  the  length  of  theroad  ? — Half  or  three-quarters 
of  a mile. 

6487.  And  the  road  could  not  be  made  otherwise  ?— Certainly  not. 

6488.  Mr.  Thornely .]  What  was  the  advantage  to  the  public  of  the  new  road  ; 
if  the  new  line  of  road  were  laid  out,  could  there  be  no  other  adopted  ? — I do  not 
think  there  could  be  any  other  adopted  in  that  direction. 

6489.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  What  was  the  inconvenience  of  the  old  road? — There 
were  hills  in  the  old  road  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  as  anxious  to  get  the  line  improved 
as  any  one  else ; and  they  presented  for  cutting  the  hills  or  deviations.  I came  to  the 
determination,  if  anything  were  done,  it  should  be  the  new  road;  but  I did  not 
recommend  the  construction  of  the  new  road  at  that  time,  in  consequence  of 
the  violent  opposition  I met  with,  and  in  consequence  of  having  other  employ- 
ments in  that  neighbourhood. 

6490.  Did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  or  Mr,  O’Brien  object  to  the  presentment 
at  the  Session  ? — I have  no  recollection  ; I think  not. 

6491.  Was  there  a general  feelmg  in  the  neighbourhood  for  making  this  new 
road  ? — There  would  be  no  feeling  against  it  only  for  Mr.  Sheehan  ; l think  there 
was  a feeling  in  favour  of  a new  road,  either  by  making  a new  road  or  cutting 
the  hills. 

6492.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  not  the  presentment  session  the  proper  place  for 
objecting? — Yes;  Ido  not  think,  from  what  I heard  afterwards  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sheehan,  that  he  at  the  time  of  the  presentment  session,  knew  that  the  new 
road  was  to  be  made. 

6493.  Mr.  S.  JVortley. ] Was  the  road  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Sheehan  ? — It  was  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  opposition  of 
Mr.  Sheehan,  for  the  time,  for  wc  had  other  employments  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
hut  if  there  were  any  necessity  for  employment  in  Ennistimon  now,  that  would 
be  the  work  I would  recommend,  on  public  grounds. 

6493*.  How  long  was  it  from  the  first  projecting  of  that  new  road  to  the  aban- 
donment of  it,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Sheehan’s  opposition  ? — I suppose  three 
weeks,  or  perhaps  a month. 

6494.  Mr.  Thornely .]  Did  the  excitement  subside  by  giving  up  that  ? — I think 
not;  I think  the  worst  effects  were  produced  in  the  country,  by  Mr.  Sheehan 
raising  that  opposition. 

6495*  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Was  there  any  other  cause  for  opposition  besides  your 
approaching  the  chapel ? — I think  not,  for  that  was  in  October,  and  the  people 
were  calling  out  for  employment. 

649b.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  At  that  time  could  you  judge  whether  the  Board 
of  Works  was  unpopular  with  the  people? — I think  so  ; every  one  was  pressing 
us  tor  employment,  and  then  Mr.  Sheehan  came  forward  and  made  use  of  very 
violent  language  with  respect  to  the  road. 

^497-  Chairman.]  Was  not  the  majority  of  the  neighbourhood  in  favour  of 
cutting  the  hill,  and  lowering  the  present  road,  rather  than  having  the  line  you 
chose  to  adopt  ? — I think  they  were  ; but  it  was  not  a feasible  project,  in  an  engi- 
neering point  of  view,  anil  I could  not  and  would  not  recommend  it;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  that,  after  the  last  sessions,  held  immediately  before  I came  up 
here,  Mr.  Sheehan  got  up  a memorial  to  oblige  me  to  cut  the  hills  ; he  was  not 
satisfied  that  the  new  road  was  for  the  time  abandoned,  but  he  wanted  to  oblige 
nie  to  cut  the  hills,  and  I peremptorily  refused  to  do  so. 

6498.  Having  preferred  the  abandonment  of  the  road  for  a time,  which  was  the 
strong  objection,  he  wished  you  to  put  the  men  to  work  in  cutting  the  hills,  which 
was  the  plan  the  presentment  sessions  originally  adopted  ? — I refer  now  to  a date 
four  or  five  months  subsequent  to  the  first  date.  I altogether  refused  to  cut  the 
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hills,  but  I thought  it  probable  when  more  employment  would  be  required  about 
Ennistimon,  1 would  be  obliged  to  make  the  new  road,  as  the  most  useful  work- 

6499.  Did  that  refusal  cause  excitement  again  ? — It  did  ; and  a memorial  froin 
Mr.  Sheehan,  stating  I could  not  say  I would  not  give  work  to  the  people  ; that  it 
would  not  do  for  me  to  say  that  I would  not  give  way  to  the  people.  After 
the  sessions  were  over,  he  came  in  and  made  a speech  about  this  road  and 
caused  a great  deal  of  excitement  among  the  people,  for  the  purpose,  I thought  of 
bringing  that  to  bear  upon  me,  to  coerce  me  into  cutting  the  hills.  I toldlfim  I 
would  not  do  it. 

6500.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Did  Mr.  Sheehan,  before  this  address  to  the  people,  at 
the  sessions-house,  address  you  personally  or  by  letter  ? — He  frequently  wrote*  to 
me  about  the  road. 

6501.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Sheehan  memorialize  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  have 
the  new  road  abandoned? — I think  he  did  latterly;  lam  not  sure,  in  the  first 
instance;  I have  his  memorial  that  he  last  sent,  and  I could  put  it  in  evidence. 

6502.  Was  any  order  given  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  abandon  the  road? — No. 

6503.  It  was  abandoned  ? — Yes,  because  I had  other  useful  works  in  the 
neighbourhood  ; but  if  I wanted  to  recommend  any  new  work  I would  recom- 
mend that,  on  public  grounds. 

6504.  Mr.  Sheehan’s  opinion  is  against  you  ? — Yes. 

^5°5-  You  think  yours  is  better,  and  therefore  you  use  the  word  “ pretence”? 
— I think  there  was  no  sufficient  ground  for  his  opposition. 

6506.  How  far  distant  were  the  hills  that  the  parties  wished  to  have  cut,  from 
the  new  line  of  road  you  laid  out? — Very  near.  I wanted  to  make  a deviation 
from  the  old  line. 

6507.  Mr.  S.  Craioford.]  Had  you  made  any  section  of  what  level  the  road 
could  be  reduced  to,  by  cutting  the  hills?— There  was  a section  made  of  both 
new  and  old. 

6508.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  levels  would  be  if  the  hills  were  cut? — I 
think  they  might  have  been  reduced  to  i in  l 8,  or  ] in  20. 

6509.  It  would  still  be  very  steep  ? — One  in  20  is  not  a bad  incline ; but  it 
would  not  be  so  useful  as  the  other. 

6510.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  What  would  be  the  comparative  expense  of  one  and 
the  other  r — To  make  as  good  a job  of  the  old  road,  it  would  cost  three  times  as 
much  ; in  fact  you  could  not  make  so  good  a job  of  the  hills  as  of  the  new  road  ; it 
is  very  objectionable  when  you  are  on  a hill  to  go  down  into  a hollow  and  rise  up 
again;  the  object  of  the  deviation  was  to  maintain  the  level. 

657 1.  Did  you  not  state,  upon  being  remonstrated  with  upon  your  making  the 
deviation  instead  of  cutting  the  hills,  that  you  would  make  what  line  you  liked, 
or  none  at  all  ? — I did,  but  not  in  those  words. 

6512.  Was  it  to  Mr.  Sheehan,  or  to  other  parties,  you  said  so  ? — I do  not  know ; 
but  I have  often  stated  that  I would  make  the  line  that  I thought  best,  or  else  I 
would  make  none. 

6513.  Did  that  occasion  dissatisfaction? — Ido  not  think  that  it  did.  They 
wished  me  to  cut  the  hills,  which  I thought  not  a feasible  job  ; and  they  may  have 
been  dissatisfied  that  I did  not  do  it. 

6514.  Mr.  ThomelyI\  That  was  your  opinion  as  an  engineer? — Yes,  and  is  so 
still ; and  I am  of  opinion  that  there  can  be  no  second  opinion  about  it. 

15-  Why  do  you  say  it  was  not  feasible;  was  not  the  other  practicable  r1 — 
It  was  not ; it  would  have  been  a dereliction  of  duty  on  my  part  to  recommend 
the  cutting  of  the  hills;  and  I am  clearly  of  that  opinion  still. 

6516.  Did  you  attend  an  investigation  atLiscannor  on  the  1 7th  December? — I did. 

6517.  What  was  that  investigation  about? — To  investigate  some  charges 
brought  by  Mr.  Weslropp  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor 
com  mi  tee. 

6518.  Did  you  examine  witnesses? — There  were  several  witnesses  examined. 

6519.  Was  not  the  charge  one  made  by  Mr.  Westropp  on  the  part  of  Dean 
Stackpoole  and  his  tenants,  reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— It  did 
reflect  on  his  character. 

6520.  Did  you  call  as  many  witnesses  as  would  appear? — Every  witness  that 
was  willing  to  appear  was  called. 

6527.  Did  you  come  to  the  decision  that  Mr.  Westropp’s  charges  were  totally 
unfounded,  and  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct  was  not  to  be  found  fault  with  ? — The 
decision  was  that  they  had  not  been  proved. 

6522.  Mr. 
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6522.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  was  the  charge ?— That  the  Liscannor 
committee  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  their  chairman,  had  recommended  the  comfortable 
people  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property,  to  the  exclusion  of  comfortable  tenants  on  other 
people’s  property. 

6523.  Chairman.']  Was  it  proved  at  all  ?— It  was  not  proved  there. 

6524.  Did  you  not  come  to  a decision  of  acquittal  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— The  deci- 
sion was  that  they  had  not  been  proved. 

6525.  Was  there  any  evidence  at  all  ?— No,  there  was  not. 

6526.  Was  the  driver  of  Dean  Stackpoole  or  Mr.  Westropp  examined  in  sup- 

port  of  the  charge  ? — He  was  there.  1 

6527.  Was  he  examined  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

6528.  How  many  people  were  examined  in  support  of  the  charge  ?— Three  or 
four;  any  one  who  was  willing  to  come  forward  and  give  evidence. 

6529.  How  many  were  willing?— I think,  three  or  four:  but  they  said  verv 

little.  J y 

6,530.  They  did  not  prove  anything?— They  proved  nothing. 

6531.  Do  you  know  Daniel  Neylan  ; was  he  the  driver  ?— He  was. 

6532.  Were  you  not  in  communication  with  him,  both  before  and  after  the 
investigation  ?— I have  been  in  communication  with  him  lately ; I am  not  quite 
sure  that  I was  before  the  investigation  ; I do  not  recollect  that  I was. 

6533.  Had  you  not  conversations  with  him  before  the  investigation,  upon  the 
very  subject  to  be  examined  into  ?— I may  have  had;  but  I do  not  recollect. 

6534.  I am  asking  you  whether  you  had  not  conversations  with  him  before  the 
investigation  ?— T may  have  had,  but  I do  not  recollect;  if  you  mention  particular 
circumstances,  it  will  recall  it  to  my  memory. 

6535-  Can  yon  state  whether  you  had  or  not?— I think  it  is  probable  I had. 
6536.  Was  he  summoned  to  attend  that  meeting?— I think  it  is  very  probable 
he  was  directed  to  attend ; but  whether  by  Mr.  Westropp  or  by  the  Board  I can- 
not say. 

6537-  Was 't  by  you  ?—  I think  not ; I have  no  recollection  that  it  was. 

6538.  Did  you  not  summon  him  to  attend  the  Liscannor  investigation? — 
I may  have  done  so, J but  I do  not  recollect. 

^539-  Did  you  not  know  before  you  went  to  the  Liscannor  meeting  that  he 
was  to  be  there  ? — I should  say  I did. 

6540.  Had  you  inquired  into  the  evidence  he  was  to  give  ? — I do  uot  recollect 
making  any  inquiry  into  it ; there  may  have  been  some  inquiries,  but  I do  not 
recollect  anything  of  it. 

6541.  Had  you  not  made  inquiries  of  himself  about  the  evidence  he  was  to 
give  before  that  meeting? — I do  not  recollect. 

6542.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  his  being  examined  at  the  meeting? — He  was 
present,  and  I think  he  said  something. 

, ^543-  Who  examined  the  witnesses? — I believe  anybody  on  the  committee 
who  chose  to  ask  any  questions. 

0544  Who  composed  the  meeting  that  attended  for  the  purpose  of  the  inves- 
tigation . I think  Major  Macnamara,  the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien, 
other  0 m ^acnamara  ar)d  Lieutenant  Morris,  Captain  Wynne  and  myself,  and 

6545.  Who  produced  the  witnesses? — The  call  was,  “ Is  there  anybody  there 
to  come  forward  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole  ?” 

540.  Who  looked  after  their  attendances  ; did  you  or  Captain  Wynne? — No, 
we  notlook  after  their  attendances ; we  took  no  part  in  that  way. 

547-  Did  Captain  Wynne  examine  them  ? — He  asked  some  questions ; and 
™eraber  of  the  committee  asked  any  questions  he  thought  proper. 

1 a not  Captain  Wynne  commence  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 

en  their  names  were  called  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

^ i6  ^°.U  any  c^ou^t  °*  — I do  not  think  there  was  any  regular  exa- 

a ion  or  that  kind ; any  persons  who  thought  proper  asked  questions, 
knnw  .°*t  *new  l^e  Parties  that  were  coming  to  be  examined? — I do  not 
anri  11 V?0.1  *cnow  them;  I may  have  known  of  Daniel  Neylan  being  there, 

and  Fat  MacMahon,  but  I do  not  know  anybody  else. 

nr  • 1(^  n0t  ^an*el  Neylan  say  he  had  no  complaint  against  Mr.  O’Brien 
t e iscannor  committee?— I do  not  know  ; he  may  have  done  so. 
manv  ■ ^°-U  not  *iear  evidence? — I did  ; but  so  much  occurred,  and  so 

la  a ^ew  months  took  place,  and  so  much  excitement  existed 
n in  - 16  11116  * was  * iere>  that  I could  not  recollect  all  these  things. 
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6553.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  ask  Daniel  Neylan  and  the  other  witnesses 
whether  thev  could  name  any  comfortable  persons  placed  on  the  list,  and  did  they 
not  say  they" could  not? — He  did  ask  them  that  question. 

6554.  And  did  they  not  say  they  could  not? — They  did  not;  at  all  events,  I 
am  not  sure  whether  they  said  they  could  not  name  them,  but  I am  sure  they  did 
not  name  them,  or  did  not  prove  it. 

6555.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  state  publicly  on  that  occasion,  and  in  the  presence  of 
Neylan,  that  the  charge  was  made  upon  a false  representation  made  to  Westropp 
by  Neylan?— I think  he  did,  sir. 

6556.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  Liscannor  committee  on  that  occasion  express 
their  anxiety  to  have  the  charges  fully  and  fairly  investigated  ? — They  did. 

6557.  Did  they  give  you  and  Mr.  Westropp  every  assistance  in  their  power  to 
arrive  at  the  truth? — They  did. 

6558.  Was  Morgan  O'Loghlin  at  that  meeting? — I do  not  know. 

6559.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  In  that  investigation  did  it  turn  out  that  com- 
fortable persons  were  upon  the  lists? — It  was  not  proved. 

6560.  In  no  way  ? — The  impression  left,  both  on  Captain  Wynne’s  mind  and 
my  own,  was,  that  there  were  comfortable  people  belonging  to  both  of  them. 

6561.  How  was  that  impression  raised  in  your  minds? — By  the  transactions. 

6562.  Did  you  look  at  the  lists? — No ; but  it  was  made  by  a list  that  I think 
Mr.  Higgins,  the  secretary  to  the  committee,  produced,  showing  comfortable  persons 
of  other  proprietors  on  the  works.  He  produced  a list,  showing  comfortable  tenants 
of  Dean  Stackpoole  on  the  works,  as  a justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  Liscannor 
committee,  and  that  they  had  put  on  comfortable  tenants  of  other  people. 

6563.  Did  he  call  them  comfortable  people? — No,  lie  did  not;  but  they  had 
stock  and  land. 

6564.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  a person  of  the  name  of  Galway  ? — I do. 

6565.  Was  he  a Government  officer  ? — He  was. 

6566.  What  situation  did  he  hold? — Assistant  engineer. 

6567.  Was  his  servant  returned  on  the  pay-sheet  for  the  Lochlone  Hills  ?— I do 
not  know. 

6568.  Do  you  not  know  lie  was  a labourer  on  the  works? — I do  not,  except 
from  what  1 heard  in  this  Committee-room ; I heard  it  for  the  first  time  in  this 
Committee-room,  and  I spoke  to  Mr.  Galway  about  it,  and  he  said  he  had  re- 
turned for  5s.  a week  his  servant,  because  he  acted  as  messenger  on  public  busi- 
ness. The  man  also  took  care  of  his  horse,  and  was  paid  15.  6d.  a week  extra  by 
Mr.  Galway ; and  besides  that,  he  paid  a woman  servant. 

6569.  Was  not  that  very  irregular? — Very  much  so;  so  much  so,  that  I intend 
to  submit  the  evidence  that  Mr.  Millett  gave  here  to  Colonel  Jones,  and  I have 
little  doubt  of  what  the  consequences  will  be. 

6570.  You  never  heard  that  till  you  came  here  ? — No. 

6571.  Had  you  known  it  at  the  time  you  would  have  thought  it  right  imme- 
diately to  have  noticed  and  prevented  such  an  abuse? — Surely. 

6572.  Was  it  within  the  duty  of  Mr.  Millett  to  notice  such  a fact  if  he  had 
known  it? — It  certainly  was. 

6573.  Must  he  have  known  it  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  ? — I do  not  know  ; 
but  he  stated  that  he  did  know  it. 

6574.  Was  it  within  his  province  to  know  it? — It  might  have  been  the  case 
without  his  knowing  it. 

6575.  If  he  did,  was  it  his  duty  to  tell  you  ? — It  was. 

6576.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Galway  was  immediately  under  Millett? — He  was. 

^577-  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  now  whether  he  was  paid  ? — I believe  from 

what  I heard  Galway  say,  he  was. 

6578.  He  never  worked  upon  the  works? — He  employed  him  as  a messenger 
upon  the  roads,  and  paid  him  15.  6 d.  a week  extra,  with  some  perquisites  for 
attending  to  his  horse. 

6.579.  Would  he  be  returned  on  the  pay  sheets  of  the  Lochlone  Hills? — I 
not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

6580.  If  he  were  employed  as  a messenger,  would  he  appear  on  the  lists  of 
workmen  ? — On  seme  occasions  a messenger  was  employed  by  the  local  engineers, 
and  sometimes  he  was  charged  to  one  work  and  sometimes  to  another;  but  it 
was  irregular  to  have  him  in  any  case  charged  on  the  pay-sheets. 

6.581.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General.]  Were  there  any  other  persons,  servants  of  officers 
.of  the  Board  of  Works,  placed  on  the  pay-lists  excepting  this  servant  of  Mr.  Gal- 
way ? — Not  that  I am  aware. 

6582.  You 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  373 


6582.  You  have  mentioned  some  date  when  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Millett  had 
an  interview? — The  lOtli  December;  there  was  an  investigation  into  Mr.  Mil- 
ieu’s conduct,  and  on  that  occasion  some  person  said  something  that  affected  Mr. 
Galway  ; and  Mr.  O’Brien  came  forward  and  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Galway,  and  had  no  charge  to  bring  against  him. 

6583.  Was  the  case  of  Mr.  Galway’s  servant  mentioned  at  that  time  ? — Tt 


was  not. 


6584.  Chairman.']  What  was  Pat  MacMahonr — He  was  a steward. 

6585.  He  is  alluded  to  in  this  letter  of  the  31st  December,  by  the  Liscannor 
committee  ; was  not  the  complaint  that  he  returned  people  for  payment  who  did 
no  work  on  the  road,  who  were  absent? — It  was. 

65SG.  Without  mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Galway’s  servant  there,  they 
complain  of  persons  receiving  pay  who  did  no  work;  would  not  Galway’s  servant 
come  within  that  class  r — He  certainly  would;  but  anybody  reading  the  letter 
would  take  it  to  refer  to  the  persons  for  whose  payment  MacMahon  had  been 


dismissed. 

6587.  The  letter  does  not  exactly  indicate  any  complaint  against  Galway’s 
servant;  but  it  maybe  so  intended  from  the  wording? — It  might;  but  on  the 
face  of  the  letter  the  inference  would  be,  that  it  referred  to  the  others. 

6588.  With  reference  to  some  evidence  that  has  been  given,  that  there  was 
very  great  pressure  upon  the  committees,  and  that  they  were  obliged  frequently 
to  put  on  persons,  to  appease  the  clamour  of  the  people  for  work,  was  not  Mr. 
Petty  often  obliged,  from  the  same  cause,  to  put  numbers  of  persons  on  the  labour 
lists? — Mr.  Petty  was  there  in  the  commencement,  when  the  relief  committees 
had  not  their  lists  made  out.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Welsh  wrote  to 
me  to  urge  that,  as  the  inspecting  officer  was  engaged  in  another  part  of  the  dis- 
trict, I would  allow  the  works  to  be  commenced.  I did  so  without  the  regular  lists, 
and  Mr.  Petty  then  got  lists  from  members  of  the  committee,  from  the  parish  priest 
and  others,  and  allowed  the  men  to  be  put  on  the  works  without  the  proper  lists. 

G5S9.  I wish  to  know  whether,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  or  that  part  of 
the  country,  even  the  Government  officers  were  not  obliged  to  put  persons  on  the 
works  irregularly  and  without  the  proper  forms? — Mr.  Petty  did  so  in  conse- 
quence  of  my  directions. 

6590.  Was  not  the  fact  so,  that  you  were  obliged  to  be  guilty  of  that  irregu- 
larity, in  consequence  of  the  extreme  clamour  for  work  from  without? — I was  not 
obliged  from  the  violence  of  the  people ; but  we  did  so  in  compliance  with  the 
urgent  request  of  the  gentlemen  who  formed  the  relief  committees. 

659 1 . Do  you  know  whether  they  were  urged  on,  in  their  turn,  most  vehemently 
by  the  people  themselves  ? — I think  they  were.  They  made  most  urgent  repre- 
sentations, but  it  was  not  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the  people  we  did  it. 

6592.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  In  such  case  did  you  make  any  inquiry  at  all  into 
the  names  you  put  upon  the  lists,  or  did  you  take  them  at  once  ? — We  took  them  at 
once,  withoutanyinquiry,on  the  responsibility  of  thepeoplewho  recommended  them. 

P593-  And  to  what  extent  of  names? — A large  extent  in  the  barony  of  Inchi- 
quin.  I do  not  recollect  making  the  exception  elsewhere,  but  if  the  committees 
had  made  the  registries  out  properly,  it  would  not  have  been  the  case.  The 
irregularity  was  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  the  registry. 

659A  Do  you  impute  the  condition  of  things  that  made  it  necessary  for  the 
committees  to  press  you,  they  having  been  pressed,  to  their  not  having  made  the 
lists  properly,  and  made  them  in  due  time  ?— -I  do.  I attribute  the  irregularity 
to  the  neglect  of  the  committees  in  making  out  their  registries.  Had  they 
made  them  out  properly,  the  people  would  have  been  at  once  put  to  work  on 
those  proper  lists. 

®595-  Chairman.]  Had  not  the  committees  very  great  difficulties,  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances,  thrown  in  their  way? — Unquestionably  it  would  have 
required  great  exertion  ; but  if  each  person  had  exerted  himself  in  his  own  locality, 
it  would  have  been  easily  done. 

6596.  Was  it  not  an  extraordinary  occasion  ; is  there  any  parallel  case  from 
which  they  would  learn  how  to  proceed? — They  would  learn  from  the  grant  works 
of  last  season. 


6597.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  In  some  committees  in  your  district  I understand 
you  found  that  the  registries  were  properly  attended  to  ? — They  were  in  Kilrush 
and  Cooraclare. 


6598.  Chairman.]  Did  you,  on  the  people  applying  in  such  numbers,  refuse  to 
employ  several  persons  who  were  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — I did  not. 

01 05.  3 B 3 6599.  Did 


S.  Gamble,  Etq. 
4 June  1847. 
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6599.  Uid  you  put  them  all  on  r — I think  Mr.  Petty  put  them  all  on  at  first 

6600.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  think  that  if  the  committee  had  used  as  much  energy 

as  they  might  have  done,  the  irregularity,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  in  puttin'.' 
men  on  the  works,  might  have  been  avoided  r — In  a great  measure.  0 

6601.  Mr.  Borikwick.]  Was  this  time  of  which  you  are  speaking  previous  to 
Captain  Wynne’s  coming  to  the  county,  or  was  he  there  ? — The  time  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  men  was  immediately  preceding  Captain  Wynne’s  arrival. 

6602.  He  was  not  there  ? — He  was  not. 

6603.  Chairman.']  Will  you  refer  to  your  answer  to  the  question  2268;  have 
you  any  explanation  you  wish  to  give  upon  it? — The  explanation  I wish  to  mve 
is  this  : Captain  Baiilie  had  attended  about  live  days  before  on  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee,  and  he  issued  tickets,  and  I took  that  letter  to  be  an  invitation 
from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  hold  personal  communication  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the 
works  he  wished  to  be  executed  in  that  neighbourhood. 

6604.  Did  you  after  that  receive  a letter  enclosing  a resolution  of  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee  of  the  date  of  1st  November  1846;  and  tell  me  if  that  which 
I now  put  into  your  hand  is  the  resolution  ? — I believe  it  is. 

6605.  Will  you  read  it? 

[77/e  same  was  read,  as  follows :] 

Birch  field,  Lahinch,  1st  November  1846. 

The  enclosed  resolution  speaks  for  itself,  and,  as  representative  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
calls  for  your  serious  and  immediate  consideration.  1 beg  to  hear  from  you  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

I am,  &c. 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien. 


Committee-rooms  for  the  Parishes  of  Kilmacreeby  and 
Killispuglinane,  Barony  of  Corcomroe, 

1 November  1846. 

At  a meeting  held  this  day  under  the  Relief  Act,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.p.  in  the  chair, 
it  was  unanimously  resolved,  “ That  the  works  opened  and  in  progress,  and  those  about  to 
be  opened  in  those  parishes,  are  not  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  more  than  one-half 
the  destitute  population,  and  that  our  chairman  be  requested  to  remit  this  resolution  to 
Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  district  engineer,  and  urge  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  examine  the 
other  works  for  which  presentments  have  been  granted,  and  to  take  immediate  measures 
for  their  execution  ; and  to  express  our  decided  opinion  that  more  works  must  be  opened, 
and  continuous  employment  provided  for  the  people ; and  that  he  will  further  intimate  to 
him  that  we  apprehend  the  inmales  of  the  poor-house,  now  beyond  the  regulation  number, 
are  likely  to  be  put.  out  of  that  establishment  for  want  of  funds,  or  a market  where  food  could 
be  purchased.” 

It  was  also  resolved,  “That  the  several  members  of  the  committee  do  get  notices  to 
attend  at  Liscannor  on  Wednesday  next,  to  receive  Mr.  Gamble’s  answer,  and  in  future, 
upon  Sundays  and  Wednesdays,  to  examine  the  lists  and  transact  other  business.” 

(signed)  Cornelius  O’Brien,  Chairman. 

6606.  Did  you,  in  consequence  of  receiving  that  communication,  write  a letter, 
of  the  3d  of  November,  addressed  to  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien? — l did. 

6607.  Is  that  the  letter  ? — It  is. 

6608.  Will  you  read  it  ? — 


[The  same  was  read,  as  follows  :] 

Sir,  Ennis,  3 November  1846. 

I have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  1st  instant,  with  the  resolution  of  the 
relief  committees  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacreehy  and  Killispugl inane. 

With  reference  thereto,  I beg  to  inform  you  that  the  works  sanctioned  have  been  selected 
with  the  view  of  giving  general  employment  for  a limited  period,  whenever  it  may  be 
required. 


That  the  delay  in  employing  the  people  fully  does  not  arise  from  the  paucity  of  the  works 
sanctioned,  but  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  implements,  and  the  impossibility  ot  simul- 
taneously commencing  a large  number  of  works  with  a limited  staff.  That  my  assistants 
are,  I believe,  exerting  themselves  to  open  new  works  day  bv  day.  That  when  the  works 
sanctioned  shall  have  been  all  commenced,  if  the  people  are  not  fully  employed,  I will  re- 
commend, for  the  immediate  sanction  of  the  Board,  other  works  ; and  that  it  will  be  a most 
anxious  part  of  my  duty  to  provide  for  the  continuous  employment  of  the  people,  by  suggest- 
ing,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  such  additional  works  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

All  which  I respectfully  submit  for  your  information,  and  that  of  the  committee. 


Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.  m.  p. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 
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6609.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  there  anything  else  you  could  have  done  S.  Gamble,  Esq. 

in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  1st  of  November,  excepting  what  you  proposed  - 

there?- — Nothing.  _ 4 June  1847. 

6610.  Chairman .]  Did  you  afterwards  receive  another  resolution  of  the  4th  of 
November,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien?— I did. 

b6i  1.  Will  you  read  it? — 

[The.  same  teas  read , as  fol lotos:] 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  Lahinch,  4 November  184G. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I entirely  concur  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  you, 
as  expressed  in  the  first  resolution,  of  which  I send  you  a copy. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  we  had  740  men  employed  ; and  I have  just  received 
an  intimation  that  lbO  men  will  he  put  on  the  several  works  in  progress  on  Monday  week. 

I am  happy  to  tell  you  that  the  poor  people  in  this  district  have  borne  their  unexampled  pri- 
vations with  the  utmost  patience,  and  that  they  are  now  perfectly  reconciled  to  task-work. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  second  resolution,  and  to  observe,  that  several  of  the 
works  now  in  progress  will  be  very  soon  finished,  and  that  it  is  fit  that  we  should  be  prepared 
to  transfer  the  labourers  to  the  new  works.  1 1 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien. 

66 12.  Will  you  read  the  resolution  enclosed' in  that? — 

[The  same  was  read,  as  follows :] 

Committee-room  for  the  Parishes  of  Kilmacreehy  and  Killispuglinane, 

Barony  of  Corcomroe,  4 November  1846. 

At  a meeting  of  the  committee  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.p.,  in  the  chair: 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  district  engineer,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
written  by  your  chairman,  pursuant  to  our  resolution  of  the  1st  instant,  is  most  satisfactory, 
and  entitles  him  to  our  best  thanks,  which  we  request  our  chairman  to  express  in  suitable 
terms. 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  acquaint  Mr.  Gamble  that  those  parishes  contain  nearly 
1,000  families,  and  that,  considering  the  high  price  of  provisions,  it  will  in  many  cases  be 
necessary  to  employ  two  men  out  of  each,  and  for  that  purpose  that  more  of  the  works  for 
which  presentments  were  made  must  he  opened  ; and  further,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  convene  another  sessions,  for  th  e purpose  of  having 
additional  presentments  granted. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  our  chairman  to  Samuel 
Gamble,  esq. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O’Brien , Chairman, 

6613.  Did  you  send  an  answer  to  that? — I think  not,  because  I met  Mr. 

O’Biien  at  Emiistimon  on  the  5th. 

6614.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  communicate  to  him  what  was  your 
answer  to  his  communication  ? — I did. 

6615.  What  did  you  say  ? — That  I would  do  what  I could  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  the  committee. 

6616.  Chairman.]  Was  he  satisfied  with  that?— He  appeared  so  ; and  he  re- 
commended some  works,  which  I afterwards  commenced,  which  were  through  his 
own  property. 

CG17.  Did  you,  at  a subsequent  period,  receive  another  resolution,  passed  hy 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee  qth  of  November? — -I  did. 

0618.  Will  you  read  it? — 

[The  same  was  read , as  follows:] 

Committee-rooms,  Liscannor,  9 December  1846. 

1 nT  1 -mef^no  *he  relief  committee  for  the  parish  of  Kilmacreehy  and  Killispuglinane, 
ie  a this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.p.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : — 

Moved  by  the  Rev  Thomas  Shannon,  seconded  by  John  M'Namara,  esq.  j.r.  : 

f1 Gamble,  ggq^  head  engineer,  be  called  upon  to  investigate  the  complaint 
till  if  *•  i*  M'Mahon,  steward  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  against  this  committee,  for  par- 

mo  ^ lrl  ™ie  se  ect’on  of  labourers,  and  against  the  Board  of  Works,  for  waste  of  the  public 
py  reason  of  expending  the  hire  of  200  men  in  removing  the  surface  of  the  hill,  and 
Lt  & 11  ba  , aSa‘n’  an<l  f°r  having  set  the  men  to  work  from  Monday  till  Thursday  with- 
4 i *ttendance  of  an  engineer  to  lay  it  out. 
n that  Mr.  Gamble  be  requested  to  report  thereon. 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p,,  seconded  by  Mr.  Michael  Considine: 
l;at  it  appeai-s  to  this  committee  that  there  are  a large  number  of  destitute  families  in 
_ ls  HCt>  without  having  even  one  man  employed  on  the  public  works:  and  that  Samuel 
°*105«  3e4  ^ Gamble, 
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5-  Garni le,  Esq. 


4 June  1847. 


Gamble,  esq.,  head  engineer,  be  requested  forthwith  to  increase  the  number  of  men  at  pfe 
sent  employed  on  the  Sandfield  and  Ballyhean  Hills,  by  adding  40  to  the  first  work,  and 
30  to  the  latter,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  residing  in  those  localities;  and  that  he 
be  requested  forthwith  to  open  new  works,  and  give  employment  to  persons  now  enoaoed 
on  those  which  are  drawing  to  a close,  as  well  as  to  the  large  number  of  persons  hitherto 
unemployed. 

Moved  by  the  Chairman,  seconded  by  M r.  George  Greene  : 

That  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Works  insisted  upon  paying  by  measurement,  and  inas- 
much as  this  committee  used  all  its  influence  in  persuading  the  labourers  on  the  sever.il 
works  to  adopt  the  Board’s  plan,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the 
labourers  whose  works  have  not  as  yet  been  measured  deserves  the  most  serious  considera- 
tion, as  involving  a double  breach  of  faith;  and  that  Mr.  Gamble  be  requested  to  enable 
the  committee  to  satisfy  the  labourers  on  this  subject;  and  further,  that  our  chairman  do 
submit  to  Mr.  Gamble  that  it  is  fit  that  the  labourers  should  know  the  prices  to  be  allowed 
for  the  contract  works. 


Moved  by  Mr.  Augustine  Greene , seconded  by  Mr.  Morgan  O’  Lougklin : 

That  our  chairman  do  represent  to  Mr.  Gamble  the  general  complaint  in  this  district,  of 
the  want  of  all  necessary  implements,  and  the  consequent  waste  of  the  money  presented  for 
the  several  works;  and  that  he  do  also  call  his  attention  to  the  large  expenditure  for  horse 
hire,  and  the  great  saving  that  would  arise  from  the  use  of  good  wheelbarrows. 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  Mr, 
Gamble,  and  call  his  immediate  attention  thereto. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien,  Chairman. 


6619.  Was  there  any  answer  to  that? — There  was. 

6620.  Will  you  read  it  ? — 

[ The  same  was  read,  as  follows  :] 

Sir,  Ennis,  1 1 December  1B4(>. 

I beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Liscunnor  relict 
committee  on  the  9th  instant. 

It  is  most  desirable  that  all  labourers  working  by  task  should  be  satisfied  that  they  are 
fairly  dealt  with,  and  that  they  should  know  beforehand  the  price  they  are  to  get. 

Much  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  want  of  a sufficient  supply  of  implements,  to  meet 
which  I ordered  a large  supply  from  Dublin,  and  instructed  the  local  engineers  to  get  ar 
many  barrows  made  as  possible.  I have  written  to  the  local  engineer  for  further  informa- 
tion on  the  points  referred  to,  which  I will  be  ready  to  communicate  to  the  committee  on 
Thursday  next. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 


6621.  Did  you  receive  another  copy  of  resolutions  passed  at  the  Liscaonor 
committee  on  the  20th  of  December  1846  ?- — I did. 

6622.  Will  you  read  it? — 

[The  same  was  read,  as  follows :] 

Committee-room,  Liscannor,  20  December  1046. 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacreehy  and  Killispughnaue, 
held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.  p.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted:  “That  our  chairman  do  again  call  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  to  our 
resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  and  urge  upon  him  in  the  strongest  terms  the  imperative 
necessity  of  giving  employment  to  two  persons  out  of  each  family  consisting  ot  six  ana 
upwards,  as  the  hire  of  one  man  is  not  sufficient,  at  the  present  high  price  of  provisions,  to 
maintain  a family  consisting  of  four  individuals,  and  that  the  wages  of  two  would  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  support  six  ; and  that  he  will  also  urge  upon  Mr.  Gamble’s  atten- 
tion the  necessity  of  opening  new  works,  for  which  presentments  have  been  made,  for  the 

Sose  of  affording  labour  to  the  destitute  poor  in  their  respective  localities  ; and  that  unless 
arrangements  are  made  directly,  starvation,  pestilence,  and  death  will  be  the  con- 
sequence: That  this  committee  deem  it  their  duty  again  to  represent  to  the  district  engineer 
the  continued  great  waste  of  the  public  money,  and  the  injury  to  the  labourers  obliged  to 
work  by  task,  in  conducting  the  works  without  the  necessary  implements;  and  that  it 
appears  to  this  committee  that  such  neglect  and  mismanagement  involves  a loss  of  at  least  10» 
per  cent. ; and  that  it  likewise  appears  to  them  that  one  half  of  the  check  clerks  employea 
might  be  dispensed  with  ; that  the  attention  of  Mr.  Gamble  be  forthwith  called  to  the  «c‘» 
that  the  Doolan  and  Derry  line  of  road  was  presented  and  passed  as  a work  in  this  district, 
and  that  the  Doolan  end  of  it  has  been  commenced  without  any  notice  to  the  committee, 
whereas  more  than  three- fourths  of  the  line  passes  through  the  parish  of  Killispughnane, 
and  that  the  men  now  employed  on  it  from  Killilagh  have  to  travel  a considerable  distance, 
while  it  passes  by  the  doors  of  a dense  and  destitute  population  in  the  parish  of  Kilhspug- 
linane,  who  are  not  more  than  half  employed. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

° ‘ 66-23-  w 
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6623.  Did  you  answer  that? — I did. 

6624.  Will  you  read  the  answer? — 

[27te  same  teas  read,  as  follows :] 

Dear  Sir,  Ennis,  22  December  1846. 

I have  received  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Liscannor  committee  on  the  20th  instant,  and 
ivill  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  the  views  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  of 
opening  new  works.  I have  written  to  the  local  engineer,  having  called  his  attention  to  the 
lines  you  mentioned,  and  on  receiving  his  report,  I will  visit  the  locality  if  it  be  neces- 
sary. 

I am,  however,  altogether  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  obtain  additional 
presentments,  and  finish  the  works  in  progress,  than  leave  a number  of  half-finished  works 
scattered  through  the  country.  Perhaps  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  not  refuse  to  call 
another  sessions.  I cannot  hut  feel  flattered  by  the  high  opinion  you  entertain  of  me ; but 
in  any  case,  recent  circumstances  would  have  no  effect  in  inducing  me  to  disregard  your 
representations. 

I am.  See. 

(signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 

6625.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  do  you  mean  by  cc  recent  circumstances”? 
— Those  that  occurred  at  Corofin  and  Ennistimon. 

6626.  Looking  back  upon  it  from  this  time,  do  you  consider  that  what  you 
proposed  to  do  was  the  right  thing  for  you  to  have  proposed  to  do  at  that  time? — 
Most  certainly ; I think  it  would  have  been  very  wrong  in  me  to  open  a number 
of  new-  works  and  leave  all  unfinished. 

6627.  Did  you  ever  allow  those  recent  circumstances  to  interfere  with  the 
proper  discharge  of  your  duty? — Never,  in  the  slightest  degx*ee;  and  Ido  not 
think  it  will  be  attempted  to  be  proved  I did  so. 

6628.  Did  you  find  any  other  of  your  brother  officers,  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  affected  by  what  had  occurred  at  those  meetings  on  the  30th,  the  4th,  and 
the  10th  ? — No. 

6629.  Chairman.]  Did  you  receive  another  letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien  of  the 
date  of  the  6th  of  January  1847  '■ — J did. 

6630.  Will  you  read  it  ? — 

[The  same  was  read , as  follows :] 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  6 January  1847. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  give  the  Liscannor  committee  the  additional  men  required,  I hope 
you  will  direct  Mr.  Galway  to  proceed  with  the  cutting  of  Ardicrein  Hill,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  poor  people  in  that  locality.  I am  sure  you  would  not  hesitate  in  doing  so  if  you  were 
as  well  acquainted  with  the  country  as  I am.  The  work  there  would  save  the  labourers 
a long  journey,  and  the  people  would  be  much  convenienced  by  reducing  an  almost  insur- 
mountable hill  leading  to  a flag  and  slate  quarry,  and  an  extensive  bog. 

I remain,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  C.  E.  (signed)  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

6631.  Did  you  adopt  that  suggestion,  or  refuse  it?— I adopted  it. 

6632.  Is  there  an  answer  to  that? — Yes. 

6633.  What  date  ? — The  7th  of  January. 

6634.  Will  you  read  it  ? — 

[The  same  was  read,  as  follozos :] 

Dear  Sir,  Ennis,  7 January  1847. 

The  lists  are  under  revision,  and  from  150  to  200  labourers  will  be  selected  and  put  to 
work  next  week.  I will  not  overlook  Ardicrein  Hill,  of  which  I have  directed  a section  to 
be  made,  with  a view  to  judge  of  the  feasibility  of  cutting. 

(signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq. 

6635.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Did  you  afterwards  judge  of  the  feasibility  of 
cutting  it,  and  cut  it? — I did;  and  I wished  to  show  Mr.  O’Brien  that  if  he  was 
anxious  about  it,  I was,  notwithstanding  recent  circumstances,  ready  to  do  every- 
thing I could. 

6636.  Chairman.]  Did  you  receive  a copy  of  another  resolution  of  the 
Liscannor  relief  committee,  of  the  10th  of  January  1841  ?■ — I did. 

6637.  Will  you  read  it  ? — The  letter  enclosing  the  resolution  is  this  : 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  11  January  1847. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  are  sufficiently  explanatory,  and  I beg  leave  to  submit  them  for 
your  consideration. 

c Yours,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien. 

0.105.  3 C 6638.  Now 
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663S.  Now  read  the  resolution  ? — 

[The  same  was  read , as  follows  ;] 

Committee-room,  Liscannor,  10  January  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq. 
m.  p.,  in  the  chair.  The  secretary  having  read  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed : 

On  the  motion  of  John  Macnamara,  esq.,  M.  p.,  seconded  by  Morgan  O’Loughlin,  esq., 
resolved,  that  our  chairman  do  express  our  deep  regret  that  our  representations  have  been 
disregarded,  and  that  a large  number  of  the  labouring  poor  of  this  district  are  to  be  left 
without  employment  commensurate  with  the  present  high  price  of  food,  and  that  he  do  call 
Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  to  the  revised  and  supplementary  lists  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne 
and  to  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  latter,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  men  spe- 
cified in  Mr.  Wynne’s  list,  will  leave  considerably  more  than  one-half  of  the  destitute  people 
included  in  the  supplementary  list  in  a state  of  starvation. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  T.  Shannon,  P..  c.  c.,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cornelius  Kerin 
resolved,  that  the  difficulty  of  procuring  sufficient  employment  to  preserve  the  lives  of  the 
destitute  poor  of  this  locality  in  a legitimate  manner,  is  rendered  particularly  painful  and 
embarrassing  to  the  committee,  by  the  notorious  fact,  that  in  several  districts  of  this  baronv 
and  in  the  adjoining  baronies  of  Brickane  and  Burren,  the  committees  were  permitted 
to  exercise  full  discretion  in  putting  both  men  and  women  on  the  works  and  pay-lists  with- 
out Mr.  Gamble’s  sanction,  and  that  the  poor  people  under  our  protection  should  be 
punished  for  our  strictly  adhering  to  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

6639.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. J Did  you  send  an  answer  to  that  ?— I do  not 
know  whether  I did,  but  some  communication  did  take  place ; I met  him  on  the 
11th  of  January. 

6640.  You  are  quite  sure  you  have  no  copy  of  the  letter? — I am. 

6641.  Chairman .]  With  respect  to  the  resolutions  of  9th  of  December,  did  you 
call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  ? — No,  I did 
not. 

6642.  Did  you  call  Captain  Wynne’s  attention  to  it? — I believe  I did  ; to  that 
part  relating  to  a demand  of  the  committee  to  have  more  people  employed. 

6643.  Mr.  j Belleto.]  Did  you  examine  into  the  charges  against  Pat  MacMahon? 
— Yes,  they  were  examined  into. 

6644.  What  was  the  result  ? — This  was  dated  the  9th  of  December ; I had 
received  a complaint  dated  7th  December,  and  I wrote  to  Millett  to  tell  MacMahon 
to  attend  the  following  relief  committee,  and  I wrote  to  Mr.  O’Brien  that  MacMahon 
would  attend.  MacMahon  did  attend.  There  was  no  investigation  gone  into  it, 
and  subsequently  I received  this  resolution  from  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  same  subject, 
about  MacMahon  ; and  I told  Mr.  Galway  to  go  to  the  Liscannor  committee  and 
investigate  the  complaint  against  Pat  MacMahon.  Mr.  Galway  went,  and  Pat 
MacMahon  went  also  ; Mr.  O’Brien  was  not  there.  The  complaint  was  inves- 
tigated in  Irish,  and  tile  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  acted  as  interpreter. 

6645.  Which  Mr.  Shannon  was  that? — There  are  two;  one  the  parish  priest, 
and  the  other  the  curate.  I do  not  know  which  it  was. 

6646.  No  charges  were  eventually  preferred  ? — No.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon 
interpreted  for  Mr.  Galway,  and  stated  that  the  people  would  not  come  forward 
to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges.  I immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  sending 
a copy  of  Mr.  Galway’s  report,  that  the  charges  had  not  been  proved.  I had  no 
more  communication,  I think,  on  the  subject  of  Pat  MacMahon,  with  Mr. 
O’Brien ; but  Mr.  O’Brien  wrote  to  Mr.  Galway  to  attend  again  at  Liscannor, 
and  on  the  second  day  Mr.  O’Brien  attended  ; and  when  he  attended,  the  witnesses 
did  come  forward  and  prove  what  they  had  not  proved  in  his  absence,  and  Pat 
MacMahon  was  consequently  at  once  dismissed  ; but,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  he  was  employed  as  a ganger,  at  iO£?.  a day. 

6647.  Was  he  a man  of  the  country? — He  was,  and  recommended  to  me  by 
Baron  Richards’s  agent. 

6648.  Has  Baron  Richards  property  in  the  Liscannor  district  ?— Yes  ; I had  a 
letter  from  Baron  Richards’  agent,  giving  me  a very  high  character  of  him. 

6649.  With  respect  to  the  complaint  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  9th  of 
December,  that  the  employing  200  men  on  the  hills  was  a great  waste  of  money, 
I wish  to  ask  yon  a question : was  it  not  a very  useless  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture 0 i money  » — I think  there  was  some  money  thrown  away  ; and  I will  tell  you 
how  it  occurred.  There  were  a number  of  men  to  be  employed,  and  Mr.  Millett 
or  Galway  sent  to  the  overseer  to  commence  the  works,  and  to  strip  the  metalling 
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metalling  was  half  stripped  ; and  in  one  case  after  Mr.  Millett  saw  it,  he  decided  . ’ ' 

on  making  the  deviation,  and  the  metalling  had  to  be  put  back  again.  4 June  1847. 

6650.  Was  there  not  a great  waste  caused  either  by  the  ignorance  or  the 
negligence  of  the  local  engineers  r — I think  he  was  doing  what  he  could  to  open 
the  works,  but  he  was  so  much  pressed  and  so  many  people  were  recommended 
to  be  employed,  that  I think  the  waste  was  more  chargeable  upon  those  who  threw 
the  people  on  the  works  than  on  the  local  engineers,  who  did  all  they  could  to 
employ  them. 

6651-  Was  not  that  the  complaint,  that  the  deviation  was  made  and  the  metal 

obliged  to  be  put  back  afterwards,  grounded  on  the  neglect  of  the  engineers  P 

The  complaint  was  not  a complaint  from  the  Liscannor” committee,  it  was  calling 
on  me  to  investigate  Pat  MacMahon’s  charge  against  the  Board  to  that  effect.  3 

6652.  The  road  was  at  first  intended  to  be  deviated,  was  it  not  ?— At  first  the 
overseer  took  off  the  metal,  and  then  the  engineer  afterwards  decided  on  the 
deviation. 

6653.  Was  there  not,  between  the  two,  a considerable  waste  of  money  and 
time  ? — There  was  a considerable  waste,  of  course. 

6654.  The  engineer  acted  on  his  own  responsibility  ? — The  overseer  took  the 
metal  off  the  hills  where  the  engineer  decided  there  should  be  a deviation. 

6655.  Mr.  Tkornety.]  What  was  the  waste  of  money  altogether? — I suppose 
about  5/.  I think  whatever  waste  occurred  in  that  way,  or  in  any  other,  is 
attributable  to  those  who  forced  us  to  employ  so  many. 

6656.  Chairman .]  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  engineer  immediately  after  the  pre- 
sentment was  made  to  make  a section  of  the  works  presented  for  ? — It  was  his 
duty,  as  soon  as  he  knew  the  works  were  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury, 
to  make  those  sections,  and  to  make  immediate  preparations. 

6657.  Not  till  then  ? — I told  him  from  the  very  commencement  to  make  every 
preparation  he  could  ; so  that  you  may  say,  he  should  have  done  it  as  soon  as  he 
got  the  directions ; at  the  same  time  the  works  were  not  finally  decided  upoa 
till  I got  the  instructions  from  the  Treasury. 

6658.  Was  it  his  duty  to  execute  the  works  under  the  instructions  of  the  Trea- 
sury ? — Y’es,  it  was. 

6659.  Mr.  Borthiuich.']  "Was  it  practicable  to  do  it? — Practically  it  was  alto- 
gether impossible. 

6660.  How  many  miles  of  road  were  involved  in  that? — I think,  between  the 
old  and  new  roads,  there  were  about  500  miles  undertaken  within  a very  few 
months ; and  I think,  to  have  laid  out  those,  and  made  proper  sections  and  plans 
for  them,  would  have  taken  me  and  the  whole  of  my  establishment  for  more  than 
six  months.  But  the  laying  out  of  the  works  was  a small  part  of  what  we  had  to 
do ; there  was  the  superintendence  of  the  works ; and  making  the  arrangements 
for  the  payments  : these  took  more  time  than  laying  out  the  works ; we  were 
greatly  pressed ; we  got  through  as  well  as  we  could. 

6661.  From  what  you  said,  it  appears  you  had  given  such  order  as  would 
authorize  him  to  make  the  section  ? — I had ; but  he  had  a great  many  duties  to 
perform. 

6662.  Do  you  think  his  not  making  the  sections  arose,  in  this  case,  from  im- 
possibility ? — I think  he  could  not  do  it. 

6663.  Mr.  Bellew.']  To  comply  with  the  instructions  laid  down  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  what  number  of  additional  hands  would  you  require  ? — I should  say  at 
least  three  times  the  number  ; and  three  times  the  number  of  people  much  more 
experienced  than  any  we  could  get.  We  could  not  get  any  experienced  people. 

6664.  Chairman .]  Having  had  your  attention  called  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Liscannor  committee,  and  the  correspondence  that  occurred  thereupon,  allow  me 
to  ask  whether  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Liscannor  committee  did  co- 
°Perate  with  the  officers  of  the  Board  in  carrying  out  the  Relief  Act? — I do  not 
think  they  did  co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  selecting  only  the  destitute 
to  be  put  upon  the  works.  I think  Mr.  O’Brien  was  most  anxious  to  get  the  works 
through  his  property  well  executed,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  attain  that  object. 

7 think  he  would  have  done  anything  in  his  power  to  assist  the  Board’s  officers 
m getting  the  works  through  his  own  property;  but  so  far  as  regards  the  point  of 
selecting  the  destitute,  and  the  destitute  only,  for  employment,  I think  they  did  not 
at  all  co-operate  with  the  Board  as  they  should  have  done. 

°*105-  3 c 2 6665.  You 
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6665.  You  have  said  he  did  his  best  to  get  the  works  through  his  own  pro- 
perty ; did  he  not  also  use  the  same  endeavours,  and  in  the  same  way,  to  get  it 
through  the  property  of  other  persons? — I do  not  think  he  did,  to  the  same 
extent,  but  he  was  anxious  to  get  the  works  well  done  in  his  own  neighbourhood; 
that  I am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  stating  so. 

6666.  Do  not  the  same  observations  apply  to  others’  properties  as  well  as  his 
own,  but  that  he  put  on  persons  indiscriminately  ? — I think  he  put  on,  indiscrimi- 
nately, comfortable  people  from  every  person’s  property. 

6667.  Did  he  not  use  the  same  exertion  to  get  the  works  executed  well  on 
other  properties  as  well  as  his  own  ? — He  may  have  done  so  immediately  about 
Liscannor,  and  that  locality  ; but  I do  not  know  that  he  did  in  other  localities. 

6668.  Do  you  know  whether  he  did  or  not  ? — I do  not  know ; I made  particular 
inquiries  to  know  whether  he  assisted  on  his  own  property,  and  the  reply  I re- 
ceived was,  that  he  did. 

6669.  Did  he  not  use  the  same  endeavours  in  favour  of  works  on  other  per- 
sons’ property  as  his  own  ? — The  works  that  he  was  anxious  for  me  to  commence 
were  works  through  his  own  property,  and  I believe  all  the  works  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood Mr.  O’Brien  would  be  anxious  to  get  well  executed. 

6670.  Did  he  not  use  the  same  endeavours  in  favour  of  works  on  other  persons’ 
property  as  his  own  ? — The  works  he  principally  recommended  to  me  were  the 
sea  wall,  and  the  sea  road,  and  Hardacre  Hill. 

6671.  Did  he  not  urge  the  necessity  of  making  works  on  the  estate  of  Sir  W. 
Fitzgerald  ? — He  urged  very  earnestly  upon  me  the  commencement  of  works  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor,  the  property  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald,  but  those 
works  were  chiefly  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6672.  Mr.  Repton .]  Do  you  mean  the  hill  across  Sir  William  Fitzgerald’s 
property  and  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  ? — No,  but  that  they  were  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Liscannor,  which  is  Sir  William  Fitzgerald’s  property,  but  they  were 
through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6673.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  The  question  was,  did  he  urge  works  upon  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fitzgerald’s  property  ? — He  may  have  done  so,  but  I cannot  say  positively. 

6674.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Was  there  any  representative  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald 
upon  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — I do  not  know. 

6675.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  he  was  as  anxious, 
and  used  as  many  efforts  to  get  works  executed  through  the  property  of  other 
people  as  through  his  own? — I think  he  used  more  endeavours  to  get  them 
through  his  own. 

6676.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Do  you  mean  to  say  he  showed  any  partiality  over 
his  own  in  preference  to  other  persons? — I attributed  to  that  anxiety  to  get  the 
works  through  his  property,  the  refusal  of  the  Liscannor  committee  to  select  500 
people  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  obliged  me  to  recommend  some  additional 
roads,  which  were  chiefly  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6677.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  he  showed  any  partiality  ? — I think  he  did. 

6678.  Just  explain  why? — In  the  first  instance,  when  I selected  works  on  which 
500  people  could  be  employed,  Mr.  O’Brien  wrote  that  letter  of  the  23d  October, 
stating  that  the  peace  would  be  endangered  if  more  men  were  not  employed  about 
Liscannor  ; and  I thought  the  object  of  that  was,  to  induce  me  to  commence  works 
througlvhis  own  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor,  which  I thought  I 
would  ultimately  have  been  obliged  to  commence,  but  I wished  to  postpone  them 
as  long  as  possible  ; but  on  the  committee  declining  to  select  the  smaller  number 
of  men,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  stating  the  peace  of  the  country  would  be  endangered, 
I did  recommend  those  works  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property,  and  they  were 
undertaken  at  once. 


6679.  Did  he  make  any  communication  to  you,  or  give  you  any  intimation 
whatever  that  he  wished  to  have  the  preference  given  to  the  works  upon  his  own 
property  over  that  of  his  neighbourhood  ? — Not  in  those  words. 

6680.  Then  from  having  given  the  answer  that  you  have  done,  that  you  believed 
he  showed  partiality,  have  you  any  other  reason  than  that  inference  ? — I have. 

6681.  State  all  your  reasons? — The  communications  I had  with  Mr.  Millett, 
the  local  engineer,  to  whom  I referred  those  things ; and  he  told  me  that  those 
works  for  which  he  was  anxious  were  those  principally  for  the  benefit  of  his  own 
property. 

6682.  Have  you  any  knowledge  that  was  the  case  ? — I believe  it  to  be  tne 

case.  , 

6683.  Had 
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66S3.  Had  you  the  means  of  ascertaining  that  fact  ? — I believe  those  roads  I 
mention  were  chiefly  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6684.  Mr.  j Belleio.]  Then  the  500  men  you  recommended  to  be  employed  in 
the  first  instance  were  not  to  be  employed  upon  Mr.  O'Brien’s  property  ? — I dare 
say  some  of  them  were,  and  some  were  not. 

6685.  You  do  not  know  ? — I cannot  state  exactly. 

6686.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  I do  not  quite  understand  whence  you  get  the  inference 
with  reference  to  the  500  men,  proving  to  your  mind  that  Mr.  O’Brien  wished  to 
have  the  works  that  went  through  his  own  property  executed  rather  than  the 
others  r — I had  sanctioned  a smaller  number  of  works  ; and  it  was  represented  to 
me  that  some  other  works  would  be  of  more  local  benefit  than  anything  else.  I 
thought  that  500  could  be  employed  upon  the  works,  and  considered  that  matter 
fully!  but  the  committee  came  forward,  and  said,  We  cannot  employ  500  until 
you  employ  800 : and  to  employ  the  additional  men,  it  was  necessary  for  me  to 
commence  the  other  works,  which  I had  not  recommended  in  the  first  instance. 

6687.  Where  were  the  other  works? — Through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  chiefly. 

6688.  The  500  men  then  were  to  be  employed  on  works  not  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
property  ? — I cannot  say  ; some  were  and  some  were  not,  I believe. 

6689.  Do  you  mean  we  are  to  understand  that  the  committee  recommended 
300  people  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  order  to  get  that  extension  of  works 
carried  through  his  property? — The  impression  produced  upon  my  mind  at  the 
time  was,  than  the  reason  the  committee  refused  to  select  the  500  men  was,  that 
they  wanted  the  works  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Liscannor  to  be  commenced.  That  was  the  inference  I drew. 

6690.  You  considered  the  works  that  were  to  be  executed  through  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  property  were  less  beneficial  to  the  country  generally  than  the  other 
works  ? — It  was  so  represented  to  me  by  the  local  engineer.  I told  him  to  report 
to  me  on  them  ; he  reported  to  me  on  the  others,  recommending  them  ; and  I be- 
lieved the  object  of  the  committee  in  refusing  to  select  (which  I thought  a very 
hard  case)  the  500  men  out  of  that  parish  (because  that  would  be  a very  fair 
amount  of  employment  in  the  middle  of  October),  was,  that  they  wanted  the  other 
works  to  be  commenced  ; I am  not  sure  how  soon  the  others  were  commenced. 

6691.  Do  you  know  the  population  of  that  parish? — Eight  hundred  families 
dependent  upon  manual  labour. 

6692.  Were  the  whole  500  proposed  to  be  selected  from  that  parish  ? — They 
were  from  the  parishes  of  Kilmacreehy  and  Killispuglinane- 

6693.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  the  relief  committee,  or  any  person,  complain  to 
you  or  intimate  in  any  way  any  ground  for  believing  that  Mr.  O’Brien  favoured 
his  own  property  in  preference  to  that  of  others  ? — The  relief  committee  did  not, 
but  the  local  engineers  told  me  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  very  anxious  for  the  sea- 
coast  road  through  his  own  property  to  be  made. 

6694.  How  did  he  manifest  that  anxiety  ?— They  said  that  he  spoke  to  them 
about  it,  and  Mr.  Millett  told  me  that  it  was  the  first  cause  of  the  ill-feeling  of 
Mr.  O’Brien  against  him,  because  he  would  not  recommend  it. 

6695.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  the  destitution  greater  or  less  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  pro- 
perty than  on  other  properties,  in  your  opinion  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  has  divided  the 
property  a good  deal,  and  I do  not  think  there  are  many  that  in  ordinary  terras 
we  should  call  comfortable  people  on  his  property ; but  I think  there  were  many 
on  the  list  that  should  not  have  been. 

6696.  Would  there  be  more  cause  for  employing  people  on  his  property,  from 
there  being  a greater  amount  of  destitution? — The  people  for  whom  these  works 
were  intended  did  not  principally  live  on  his  property,  but  on  Sir  William  Fitz- 
gerald’s property,  in  Liscannor,  and  thev  would  have  had  a little  distance  to  go 
to  other  places,  if  those  works  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  had  not  been  undertaken. 

6697.  Were  there  more  persons  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  wanting  relief  than 
on  other  properties  in  the  neighbourhood ? — I do  not  know;  I suppose  it  was 
much  about  the  same. 

6698.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  In  reference  to  a letter  to  you  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s, 
of  the  23d  October,  mention  is  made  of  certain  works  which  were  suspended 
until  the  Liscannor  and  other  relief  works  were  approved  of? — It  is  because  the 
committee  would  not  select  500  men  until  the  works  spoken  of  were  also  approved 
of;  they  expressed  their  anxiety  not  to  select  the  smaller  number  until  a further 
employment  could  be  provided. 
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6699.  Were  the  properties  on  which  the  works  were  suspended  properties  in 
which  Mr.  O’Brien  had  the  main  interest? — They  are. 

6700.  Then  how  do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  desired  to  advance  the  interest  of 
his  own  property  over  other  persons,  it  appearing  by  this  letter  of  the  23d  of 
October,  that  the  works  which  would  have  been  executed  on  his  property  were 
suspended  until  another  property  and  place  were  recommended  ? — It  is  not  an- 
other place ; it  is  in  the  same  parish. 

6701.  Chairman.']  Are  there  not  other  estates  besides  those  of  Mr.  O’Brien ? 
— There  are. 

6702.  Where  were  the  works  situated  on  which  you  proposed  to  emplovthe 
500  men  ? — They  were  scattered  in  different  places,  some  through  his  property ; I 
cannot  tell  you  exactly. 

6703.  Were  not  those  works,  on  which  you  proposed  to  employ  the  500  men, 
situated  in  a district  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  would  have  been  benefited? — His 
property  would  have  been  benefited  in  some  degree. 

6704.  Is  it  not  true  that  he  and  those  acting  with  him  did  ask  those  to  be  sus- 
pended and  others  to  be  executed  ? — It  is  because  he  was  anxious  for  this  other 
road  to  be  commenced ; that  was  the  inference  I drew'  on  communicating  with 
the  local  engineer. 

6 705.  When  the  works  were  ordered  to  be  executed  immediately  upon  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  property,  did  he  not  request  that  they  might  be  suspended,  and  works 
on  other  properties  might  be  done  first? — Not  that  the  people  on  other  works 
should  be  employed,  but  that  they  should  be  employed  upon  this  work  about  which 
Mr.  O’Brien  was  anxious  in  addition  to  the  others. 

6706.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Am  I to  understand  you  to  mean  that  it  was  all 
the  same  to  Mr.  O’Brien  whether  those  several  works  approved  of  in  the  two 
parishes  with  which  his  property  is  immediately  connected  were  proceeded  with, 
or  other  works  for  the  accommodation  of  Liscannor  and  other  districts  should  be 
executed  after  they  were  approved  of? — I think  lie  would  be  glad  if  the  first 
works  recommended  could  be  proceeded  with  5 but  he  was  also  anxious  that  the 
other  road  should  be  proceeded  with. 

6707.  Chairman .]  Was  he  not  anxious  that  as  much  work  as  could  be  done 
should  be  proceeded  with? — I think  he  was. 

6708.  Whether  on  his  own  or  other  people’s  property? — I think  he  was. 

6709.  Lord  J.  il  1 turners.]  Did  you  receive  intimations  from  other  gentlemen, 
recommending  public  works? — I did. 

6710.  Did  those  gentlemen  recommend  works  which  should  pass  through  their 
own  property,  or  those  of  other  gentlemen  ? — Almost  always  either  passing  through 
or  being  an  accommodation  to  their  own  property. 

6711.  And  did  you  not  think  that  was  a natural  course  for  them  to  take? — 
I did. 

6712.  And  that  Mr.  O’Brien  in  this  respect  only  acted  as  every  other  gentle- 
man who  recommended  public  works  to  you  acted?— Yes;  but  I think  it  was 
going  a little  too  far  to  refuse  to  employ  500,  and  insisting  upon  getting  more 
works  granted. 

6713.  Would  not  the  employment  of  those  500  people  whom  you  proposed 
benefit  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property? — I believe  it  would;  but  he  wanted  the  other 
road  also  to  be  commenced. 

6714.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  In  speaking  of  the  works  for  the  employment  of  the 
500  men,  are  we  to  understand  that  those  were  perfectly  distinct  from  the  works 
on  which  were  to  be  employed  the  800  men,  or  do  the  works  to  employ  the  800 
include  the  same  works  intended  for  the  employment  of  the  500  ?— Yes,  those  ana 
other  works. 

67 15-  What  other  works  have  you  particularly  referred  to? — Mr.  Millett  in- 
formed me  that  the  works  were  principally  through  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6716.  The  additional  300  men  ?— The  additional  men. 

6717.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  who  is  benefited  by  the  work  called  the  sea- 
wall r — I think  Mr.  O’Brien. 

6718.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  any  other  person  is  benefited  by  that 
work? — I cannot  say. 

6719.  You  are  not  prepared  to  answer  that,  one  way  or  the  other?— No, 
I cannot  say. 

6720.  Was  the  work  called  the  sea  wall  the  additional  work  you  speak  ofr— 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  383 

It  was  one  of  the  works  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property ; but  it  was  the  sea-coast  road 
he  was  particularly  anxious  about,  which  is  in  continuation  of  the  sea  wall. 

6721.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Did  you  approve  of  the  work  done  on  the  sea  wall,  as 
the  engineer? — I recommended  the  work  upon  the  representation  that  the  em- 
ployment was  required  for  the  people  at  Liscannor. 

6 722.  You  consider  that  a proper  work  to  be  done  ? — It  was  a work  principally 
for  local  accommodation. 

6723.  It  was  all  for  local  accommodation  ? — I mean  more  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  property  immediately  there  ; but,  as  in  many  cases,  I had  to  recom- 
mend works  for  the  purpose  of  giving  employment,  that,  under  other  circumstances, 
I would  not  have  done.  It  was  a work  which  the  proprietors  had  a great 
interest  in. 

6724.  You  looked  about  you,  as  an  engineer,  for  the  most  beneficial  works 
upon  which  the  men  could  be  employed,  and  among  others  was  this  sea  wall? — 
Exactly.  I could  only'-  look  about  among  those  presented  for,  and  it  was  one  of 
those  ultimately  selected  to  afford  employment  to  Liscannor. 

6725.  Chairman.  1 Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  himself  request  that  the  work  at  the 
Liscannor  wall  should  be  suspended  until  other  works  on  other  persons’  property 
should  be  completed,  where  there  were  more  destitute  poor  ?— I have  no  recol- 
lection. 

6726.  Have  you  a doubt  upon  the  subject? — He  may  have  done  so. 

6727.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it? — I have  no  recollection  of  it;  he  may  have 
done  so. 

6728.  Have  you  any  doubt? — I cannot  say;  but  I could  not  say  that  he  did 
not.  I could  produce  Mr.  Millett,  who  can  give  the  fullest  information. 

6729.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  desired  it  might  be  suspended 
until  the  other  works  were  done,  where  there  were  more  destitute  ? — I have  no 
recollection. 

6730.  Was  it  suspended  ? — I do  not  know ; it  was  only  one  work  out  of  500 
in  my  district. 

6731.  Were  not  the  works  which  were  first  selected  in  a district  where  there 
was  less  destitution  than  in  some  others  ? — 1 think  they  were,  and  that  the  people 
would  have  to  go  some  distance  from  Liscannor. 

6732.  Did  not  the  committee,  to  your  knowledge,  state  they  desired  such  works 
to  be  stopped  until  works  for  the  accommodation  of  the  others  were  opened  ? — 
They  did  ; but  I think  the  destitute  from  other  localities  might  be  employed  upon 
the  works  selected  by  going  a little  distance. 

^733-  They  did  make  that  representation? — They  did,  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  letter 
of  23d  October  ; Mr.  O’Brien  made  it. 

6734.  Now  where  was  the  Lough  Road  situated? — I cannot  tell  you. 

6735.  Where  were  the  Sandfield  Hills? — I believe  on  Baron  Richards’  pro- 
perty. 

6736.  Were  they  not  remote  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  ? — I believe  not;  but 
I am  not  intimately  acquainted  with  that  locality. 

b737-  Can  you  not  tell  whether  any  of  those  were  on  his  property  or  not? — 
I believe  that  the  Sandfield  Hills  were  on  Baron  Richards’  property. 

6738.  Is  that  a considerable  distance  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property? — I think 
not ; it  may  be. 

6739.  Was  not  that  one  of  the  places  which  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  Liscannor 
committee  insisted  upon  that  the  men  should  be  employed  on  in  the  first  instance  ? 

I think  Mr.  O’Brien  spoke  to  me  about  the  Sandfield  Hills,  and  said  he  had  had 
a letter  from  Baron  Richards  about  it ; but  that  he  would  say  nothing  more 
about  it. 

h74°-  I wish  you  to  recollect  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  desire  that  the 
work  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  within  Baron  Richards’  property,  should  be  com- 
menced before  the  works  on  his  own  property  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

b74i.  Can  you  say  whether  he  did  or  did  not? — I cannot  say  positively ; it 
would  be  impossible. 

6742.  Can  you  say  he  did  not  do  it  ? — I cannot ; but  I think  I recollect  his 
stating  to  me  that  he  had  a letter  from  Baron  Richards,  or  Mr,  Welsh, 
about  the  Sandfield  Hills;  but  he  would  not  press  it  upon  me  ; he  would  leave 

674-3-  Do  you  know  the  Lochlone  Hills  ? — I know  they  are  in  that  district. 

°-105-  3 c 4 6744* 


S.  Gamble , Esq. 
4 June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
4 June  1847. 


384  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

6744.  Do  you  not  know  they  are  distant  three  miles  from  any  part  of  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  property  ? — I do  not. 

6745.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  terminates  P---I  do  not. 

6746.  How  is  it  you  take  upon  yourself  to  state  distinctly  that  Mr.  O’Brien 
wished  works  to  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  property? — In  consequence  of 
the  representations  of  the  local  engineer. 

6747.  Do  you  know  nothing  of  his  property,  or  his  wish  to  have  works  done  on 
it,  except  from  what  you  get  from  the  local  engineer  ? — I received  the  informa- 
tion from  him. 

6748.  Do  you  know  anything  except  from  him  ? — I received  that  letter  of  the 
23d  October.  I referred  to  the  local  engineer,  and  his  reply  was,  they  were 
anxious  to  get  the  works  put  forward  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property. 

6749.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  locality  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property, 
upon  which  you  state  Ire  wished  the  works  to  be  done,  except  from  information 
derived  from  the  local  engineer  ? — I know  nothing  about  his  property  except 
what  I heard  from  the  local  engineer. 

6750.  Are  not  the  impressions  upon  your  mind  that  he  was  anxious  to  get  his 
own  works  done  rather  than  those  on  other  people’s  property,  derived  from  the 
local  engineer,  and  from  him  alone? — From  him  alone,  and  from  the  letter  i« 
reply  to  my  inquiries  about  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  October. 

6751.  Do  you  know  the  Ballybeleagh  Hills? — I know  there  are  such  hills. 

6752.  Do  you  not  know  they  are  three  miles  distant  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  pro- 
perty ? — I do  not  know. 

6753.  Do  you  not  know  those  works  were  expressly  opened  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Liscannor  committee  ? — I do  not  know. 

6754.  Do  you  not  know  they  are  in  the  Liscannor  relief  district  ? — I do.  I 
recollect  the  name  of  the  work  in  the  district. 

6755.  Have  you  any  doubt  those  works  were  for  the  relief  of  the  Liscannor 
district,  and  not  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I cannot  tell. 

6756.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  were  your  reasons  for  commencing  the  works  you 
did  for  the  500  men,  in  preference  to  any  other  works  ? — Because  they  were  repre- 
sented to  me  by  the  local  engineer  as  being  those  that  were  the  most  useful. 

6757.  Do  you  mean  as  works  useful  to  be  done,  or  useful  to  meet  the  destitu- 
tion ? — Those  were  selected  as  being  the  more  useful. 

6758.  Were  they  more  favourably  situated  for  the  purpose  of  the  destitution  ? 
— I think  those  works  which  Mr.  O’Brien  was  anxious  about  were  rather  nearer 
the  destitute  of  Liscannor. 

6759.  ^ was  your  business  more  particularly  to  set  about  the  most  useful 
works? — Exactly,  else  there  was  no  use  sending  an  engineer  there;  but  as  I 
could  not  visit  all  of  them,  I communicated  with  the  local  engineers. 

6760.  Sir  J.  Walsh. ] You  consider  the  works  were  laid  out  as  being  the  most 
useful,  without  being  particularly  favourable  in  going  through  any  person’s  pro- 
perty in  the  district? — Exactly. 

6761.  Do  you  conceive,  in  point  of  fact,  that  any  of  the  works  that  Mr.  O’Brien 
pressed  the  adoption  of  were  works  that  were  most  useful  upon  his  own  property, 
to  the  exclusion  of  any  others  ? — He  did  not  press  them  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
other  works. 

6762.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  ever  press  you  to  come  to 
his  residence  at  Birchfield,  and  request  that  you  would  look  at  all  the  works  that 
were  going  on,  and  not  to  trust  lo  those  persons  under  your  direction,  but  tojudge 
of  your  own  eyes  ? — He  requested  me  to  go  to  Birchfield  in  that  very  letter,  in 
order  that  he  might  give  me  information  about  the  works. 

6763.  Was  it  not  stated  by  him  expressly,  he  wished  you  to  look  over  the  works 
yourself,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  form  a judgment  from  your  own  observation?  I 
think  bo  did  state  he  wished  me  to  visit  the  locality  and  see  the  works. 

6764.  So  as  to  judge  from  your  own  observation,  and  not  to  trust  to  those  under 
your  directions  ?— I think  he  did. 
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Luna,  7°  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. 
Mr.  Tliornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Dennis  O'Brien,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

676.').  Chairman.]  WHERE  do  you  live? — At  Rannalt. 

6766.  In  what  parish? — Killispuglinane. 

6767.  Are  you  attending  as  a witness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers? 
— I got  a summons  for  it. 

6768.  Is  your  evidence  brought  here  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  case  of 
the  Government  officers  ? — Yes,  sir. 

6769.  Have  you  been  in  communication  with  Mr.  Gamble  since  you  have 
come  to  town  ? — 1 have. 

6770.  Did  you  assist  him  in  making  out  a list  ?— I did  not  know  much  of  his 
lists,  because  I did  not  make  myself  concerned  about  any  public  works,  or  any 
business  of  the  kind ; but  I know  the  inhabitants  of  the  townland,  and  he  asked 
tne  about  it. 

6771.  Did  you  give  him  the  information? — Yes,  so  much  as  I knew  about  it. 

6772.  Was  he  making  out  a list  at  the  time  ? — He  was. 

6773.  Did  you  see  the  list  after  it  was  made  out? — I did  not  look  at  it;  only 
he  asked  me,  such  inhabitants,  did  they  live  in  such  a town  ? I knew  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  townland,  but  I did  not  know  their  stock. 

6774.  Did  you  see  the  list  after  it  was  made  out? — I did  not  look  at  it  so  as 
to  read  it. 

6775.  Did  you  answer  the  questions  that  Mr.  Gamble  put  to  you  ? — I did. 

6776.  Did  he  put  them  down  in  writing  ? — He  did. 

6777.  Did  you  see  your  answers  after  they  were  put  down  by  him  ? — I did 
hot  look  at  them. 

6778.  Did  he  read  them  over  to  you? — He  did. 

6779.  Are  the  answers  that  he  put  down  strictly  true  ? — What  answers  I gave 
him  were  true,  but  I do  .not  know  whether  they  were  the  answers  he  put  down. 

6780.  Did  he  read  over  what  you  told  him? — I do  not  know  whether  he 
read  it. 

6781.  Did  he  read  it  out  aloud  to  you? — He  asked  me  such  and  such  ques- 
tions, and  he  was  writing  down,  but  I did  not  look  over  what  he  put  down ; I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  same  he  put  down,  but  I gave  him  the  true 
account. 

67S2.  Did  you  ever  see  this  list  after  it  was  printed? — Never. 

6783.  Did  you  ever  say  that  the  list  that  Mr.  Gamble  had  made  out  from 
What  you  told  him  was  not  true,  and  you  would  not  come  to  state  it  was  true  1 
' I did  not,  sir ; I do  not  recollect  that  I ever  saw  a printed  list. 

6784.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Did  you  see  a written  one? — Yes. 

6785.  Did  you  read  it? — I did  not. 

6786.  Chairman.]  Was  it  not  since  you  came  here  that  Mr.  Gamble  asked 
you  to  tell  him  something  about  names  to  be  put  in  a list  ? — Yes,  it  is. 

0787*  Now  after  that  time  did  you  say  you  would  not  attend  the  Committee 
to  state  that  was  true? — I did  not  until  the  time  that  we  thought  we  were 
discharged. 

0.105.  3 D 6788.  Mr. 
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6788.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Did  you  see  Mr.  Gamble  since  you  came  to 
London? — I did. 

6789.  What  did  he  say  to  you?— Did  I know  who  were  the  inhabitants  of 
the  townland  of  Carhuduff. 

6790.  What  did  you  say? — I told  him  I did. 

6791.  What  did  he  say? — I told  him  the  inhabitants  that  I knew  there;  the 
householders. 

6792.  Did  he  write  them  down  ? — He  did,  I think. 

6793.  Did  you  see  the  list  ? — I did  not  read  it. 

6794.  Did  you  see  it  ? — The  list  was  on  the  table,  but  I did  not  read  it ; I was 
not  asked  to  read  it. 

6795.  Did  you  get  a sketch  of  it? — I did  not. 

6796.  What  else  did  he  say  ? — He  did  not  ask  me  anything  more  than  that. 

6797.  Did  he  ask  you  to  give  him  the  names? — Yes. 

6798.  Did  you  rise  out  of  him  after  that  ? — I did  not. 

67 99.  What  became  of  him  then  ? — I do  not  know. 

6800.  How  long  were  you  with  him? — I am  with  him  since  the  12th  of  last 
month  ; I arrived  here  in  London. 

6801.  Have  you  been  with  Mr.  Gamble  all  that  time? — I have  been  in  London 
all  the  time  since. 

6802.  How  many  times  have  you  spoken  to  Mr.  Gamble? — Every  time  he 
sent  for  me. 

6803.  How  many  times  is  that  ? — Every  day  almost. 

6804.  You  were  with  Mr.  Gamble  every  day,  were  you  ? — Not  every  day. 

6805.  How  many  times? — .As  often  as  he  sent  for  me. 

6806.  When  were  you  last  with  Mr.  Gamble? — This  day. 

6807.  What  did  he  say  to  you  then  ? — To  ask  me  did  I see  any  person,  or  did 
any  person  communicate  with  me  yesterday  or  to-day. 

6808.  What  did  you  say  to  him  ? — I said  if  I could  get  out  of  it  I would 
be  better  pleased}  but  when  it  comes  to  the  close  I will  stand  to  the  truth 
always. 

6809.  You  would  as  leave  go  home  without  giving  any  evidence  ? — If  I could 
avoid  it. 

6810.  What  did  you  say  if  you  came  to  give  it  ? — Any  questions  that  he  asked 
me  concerning  the  inhabitants  I told  him  so  and  so,  and  I will  tell  him  still. 


6S1 2.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  tell  him  the  truth  ? — I did. 

6S12.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  You  did  not  see  the  list? — No. 

6813.  And  you  said  you  would  speak  the  truth? — Yes;  the  questions  he 
asked  me,  did  I know  such  inhabitants  of  the  townland  of  Carhuduff?  and 
1 told  him  I did ; and  he  asked  me  the  names  of  such  and  such  people,  and 
I told  him  I knew  every  one  of  them. 

6814.  And  he  put  them  down? — He  did. 


6815.  If  we  show  you  what  is  put  down  in  print  will  you  be  able  to  read  it? 


6816.  If  you  are  able  to  read  it,  will  you  be  able  to  know  whether  it  is  true 
or  not? — Yes. 

6817.  So  far  as  that  townland  goes? — Yes. 

6818.  Chairman.]  You  have  said  you  told  Mr.  Gamble,  that  if  you  could  get 
out  of  it  you  would  ? — I did. 

6819.  What  did  you  mean  by  that? — It  was  always  my  wish  before  I left 
home,  that  I would  not  wish  to  bear  any  evidence  in  any  case  if  I could 
avoid  it. 

6820.  Why  did  you  say  that? — It  was  always  my  wish  in  my  lifetime;  I did 
not  wish  to  give  any  evidence  if  I could  avoid  it. 

6821.  Had  you  any  particular  reason  for  wishing  not  to  give  evidence  in  this 
case  ? — I had  not. 

6822.  Had  you  any  more  reason  for  not  liking  to  give  evidence  in  this  case 
than  in  any  other  matter  whatever? — I would  not  wish  to  have  any  evidence 
given  in  this  case  if  I could  avoid  it. 

6823.  You  do  not  like  being  a witness  at  all  in  any  case  ?— I never  was  in  any 
case. 

6824-  Is 
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6824.  Is  that  the  only  reason  why  you  wished  to  be  out  of  this  if  vou  could  ? 
—Yes. 

6825.  Mr.  BcllezvJ]  Has  any  attempt  been  made  since  you  came  here  on  the 
12th  May,  by  any  person,  to  induce  you  to  leave  London  ? — No,  sir. 

6S26.  Chairman. ] Not  by  anybody  whatever  ? — No. 

6827.  Neither  Mr.  Gamble,  nor  Mr.  Shannon,  nor  anybody  else  ? No  person 

in  the  world. 

6828.  You  know  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  do  you  not? — I do. 

6829.  He  is  your  parish  priest  ? — Yes. 

6830.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Did  anybody  tell  you  you  might  go  home  ?— Yes ; if  I 
liked. 

6831.  Who  told  you  that? — On  Friday  ? 

6832.  Who  told  you? — Father  Shannon,  if  I got  my  expenses. 

6833.  It  was  last  Friday  that  Father  Shannon  told  you,  if  you  got  your 
expenses  you  might  go  home? — Yes. 

6834.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  Father  Shannon  say  much  to  you  about  it  ?— Not  a 
word  more  than  that. 

6835.  Chairman.]  How  came  you  to  be  with  Father  Shannon  ? — I met  him  at 
the  door  of  The  House. 


6836.  Did  you  ask  him  if  you  might  go  home? — No. 

6837.  How  came  he  to  tell  you  ? — The  expenses  were  given  to  the  rest. 

6838.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Have  you  seen  any  lawyer  since  last  Friday? — No,  sir. 

6839.  What  time  did  you  go  out  this  morning  ?—  About  nine  o’clock. 

6840.  Before  breakfast  was  that  ? — Yes. 

6841.  Where  did  you  go  tor— To  walk  out. 

6842.  Where  did  you  walk  to  ? — To  know  if  I could  safely  leave  this  House. 
6S43.  Who  did  you  go  to  to  know  that;  was  it  Priest  Shannon?— It  was  not. 
6844.  Was  it  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— It  was;  and  he  told  me  not  to  go  home,  and 

give  fair  evidence,  and  it  was  much  decenter  for  me  to  do  so. 

6545.  Who  told  you  to  go  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— No  person. 

6546.  How  came  you  to  go?— Some  people  told  me  that  I was  at  liberty  to 
go,  as  I got  my  expenses,  and  I was  not  sure  whether  it  was  safe  going  or  staying. 

6847.  Who  told  you  you  were  at  liberty  to  go,  as  you  got  your  expenses? — 
Many  people. 

6848.  Who  was  it? — I cannot  certify. 

6849.  Tell  us  any  one  ? — -Some  people,  that  got  their  expenses  belonging  to 
Mr.  Gamble,  told  me. 

6S50.  Mention  one  of  them? — One  by  the  name  of  ICierce:  that  I could 
safely  go,  as  I had  got  my  expenses. 

6851.  Anybody  else?— No. 

6852.  It  was  on  Friday  that  Father  Shannon  told  you  so,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 
€853.  Has  he  told  you  so  since  ? — No. 

6854.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Have  you  got  your  expenses? — Yes. 

6855.  When  did  you  get  them  ? — Friday  last. 

6856.  When  you  got  your  expenses,  did  you  think  you  were  at  liberty  to  go  ? 
— I was  not  sure  of  it. 

6857.  But  you  thought  you  might? — Yes. 

6858.  Did  you  wish  to  go? — I would  wish  to  go,  if  I was  sure  of  it. 

^ ^°U  ^ not  w’8^  to  reraain  any  longer  ? — No  ; it  is  a pitying  case  for 

me,  because  there  is  no  person  but  me  to  take  care  of  my  wife  and  family. 

686°.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Did  you  see  Neylan? — Yes. 

0801.  Did  he  bring  you  a message  from  Mr.  Gamble  not  to  go? — Yes. 

. lea  was  ^at? — Last  Friday  and  since. 

0803.  W as  that  before  or  after  Father  Shannon  told  you  you  might  go?— 
After  he  told  me.  > 5 S 


6864.  Then  you  went  to  ask  Mr.  O’Brien  this  morning  whether  you  were  to 
°^n°t,?rI  as^-e^  k,m  if  I could  go,  and  1 would  be  very  anxious  to  go  home. 


005.  Have  you  known  Mr.  O’Brien  long? — I have 
of  age. 


was  six  years 


6866.  Chairman.]  You  state,  when  you  went  to  him,  he  told  you  it  was  much 
10  ^ive  fair  evidence  than  t0  g°  away  ? — Yes. 
willing!  ?^a>J  ^°U  3n^  ^r*  t0  Prevenf  y°u  coming  here  at  all 

0,1  °5-  3D  2 6868.  Was 
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6868.  Was  your  reason  for  not  wishing  to  come  the  only  reason  that  you  do 
not  give  evidence  in  any  cases  whatever  ? — I would  not  wish  to. 

6869.  Mr.  Wortley .]  When  did  you  first  hear  of  coming  to  London  at  all ? 

The  8th  of  May  ; the  letter  was  in  the  post-office  from  the  4th  to  the  8th. 

6870.  Who  told  you  that  the  letter  was  in  the  post-office  ? — Father  Shannon,  in 
the  evening,  told  me  it  was  in  the  post-office,  to  come  to  London.  I did  not  know 
there  should  be  anything,  because  I made  myself  disconcerned  to  know  anythin® 
of  the  kind,  for  l had  no  hand  only  to  take  care  of  my  own  business. 

6871.  Did  anybody  tell  you  you  would  be  safe  in  not  taking  the  letter  out  of 
the  office  ? — No,  sir. 

6872.  Did  anybody  tell  you  you  had  better  not  take  the  letter  out  of  the  post- 
office  ? — No ; because  I sent  my  wife  to  the  post  as  soon  as  I heard  it  was  there, 
and  the  postmaster  knew  my  wife,  and  then  I considered  it  was  not  safe  for  me 
without  taking  the  letter  out. 

6873.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Did  you  get  an  advice  not  to  take  it  out? — No. 

6874.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  your  wife  get  an  advice  not  to  take  it  out? — No. 

6875.  Mr.  JVortley .]  Did  Father  Shannon  say  anything  about  not  taking  it 
out? — No,  he  told  me  to  take  it  out. 

6876.  Mr.  Repton.]  What  did  he  say  ? — He  told  me  the  letter  was  in  the 
post-office  for  me. 

6877.  Was  that  all  he  said  ? — Yes. 

6878.  Mr.  W.JVilliams.]  When  the  other  witnesses  received  their  money,  did 

they  not  all  consider  they  might  go  home  ? — I do  not  know  whether  they  did  or 
not. 

6879.  Did  they  tell  you  anything  of  that  sort  ? — Not,  no  more  than  one  of 
them. 

6880.  Did  they  go  home? — Some  of  them  did;  but  I did  not  know  anything 
of  them  going  but  one. 

6881.  Did  you  consider  you  ought  to  remain  here  after  being  paid  your  ex- 
penses ? — If  I considered  I could  go  home,  I think  there  was  not  a man  more 
willing  to  go  home. 

6882.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  When  you  got  your  expenses,  the  thought  came  into 
your  mind  that  you  might  go  home,  because  you  knew  that  people  had  gone 
home  when  they  got  their  expenses  ; is  that  true  ? — If  I knew  that  I would  be 
safe  by  going  along  with  him,  and  that  I was  authorised  to  go  home,  I would  go. 

6883.  The  thought  occurred  to  your  mind  to  inquire  of  some  friends  whether 
you  were  safe  or  not  in  going  home  ? — Yes. 

6884.  Did  anything  else,  excepting  the  circumstance  of  your  being  paid  the 
money,  induce  you  to  think  that? — Nothing. 

6885.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  ever  send  for  you  to  come  to  him? — 
Never. 

6886.  Whose  tenant  are  you? — I do  not  know  who  is  my  landlord  now ; Dean 
Stack poole  was  when  he  was  living. 

6887.  Some  short  time  ago  ? — Yes. 

6888.  Do  you  know  Daniel  Neylan? — I do. 

6889.  Did  he  come  with  you? — He  came  before  me. 

6890.  Whose  tenant  is  he  ? — On  the  same  property. 

6891.  Who  is  the  agent  of  that? — Mr.  Westropp. 

6892.  You  stated  before  that  you  had  known  Mr.  O’Brien  a long  time  ? — Yes. 

6893.  Is  there  anything  you  ever  knew  about  him  which  would  make  you 
afraid  of  coming  here  to  tell  the  truth  ? — No,  I have  nothing  in  the  world  to 
make  me  afraid  of  coming  here,  and  I never  saw  any  such  a thing. 

6894.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  fear  of  Mr.  O’Brien  would  prevent 
other  people  in  your  neighbourhood  coming  to  tell  the  truth  ? — I do  not  know. 

6895.  Do  you  believe  any  would  be  afraid  ? — I do  not  know  whether  they 
would  or  not.  I cannot  certify  for  any  person  but  myself. 

6896.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  hold  any  land  under  Mr.  O’Brien? — I do  not. 

6897.  Are  you  employed  under  him  in  any  capacity? — No. 

6898.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  How  long  was  it  after  you  or  your  wife  heard  that 
letter  was  in  the  post-office  that  you  went  to  take  it  out  ? — In  the  evening  about 
seven  o’clock;  and  I went  and  took  it  out  about  eight  or  nine  o’clock  the  next 
day. 

6899.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  Have  you  ever  heard  any  person  in  your  neighbour- 
hood express  any  fear  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I did  not  hear  it. 

6900.  Is 
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6900.  Is  ha  a person  who,  you  have  heard,  has  committed  any  act  of  oppres- 
sion against  the  people  of  his  neighbourhood  ? — He  is  not ; but  he  is  very  kind 
indeed  to  all  distressed  people  in  the  neighbourhood. 

6901.  Do  you  think  if  you  were  to  give  evidence  against  him  that  would  be 
very  disagreeable  to  him,  before  this  Committee,  he  would  do  any  act  to  injure 
you  when  he  got  home  P— I know  when  it  came  to  a bearing  at  a time  when  I 
did  give  evidence  straight  against  him  ; I never  since  did  feel  any  ill-will  against 
him. 

6902.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  1 thought  you  said  you  had  never  given 
evidence? — A word  or  two. 

6903-  How  came  you  not  to  say  you  had  given  evidence,  when  you  told  us 
you  had  given  none ; can  you  answer  that  ? — I cannot. 

6904.  Why  did  you  tell  us  you  had  never  given  evidence  before,  if  it  turns 
out  you  had  ? — I was  only  asked  one  question  in  opposition  to  what  he  liked. 

6905.  When  was  that  ? — Five  years  ago. 

6906.  Had  you  forgotten  it  when  you  told  11s  you  had  never  given  evidence 
before? — I never  gave  evidence  in  such  a case  as  this. 

6907.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  You  say  that  five  years  ago  you  said  something 
against  Mr.  O’Brien  ; will  you  tell  us  what  that  was  ? — It  was  about  a contract 
that  a neighbour  of  mine  took  in  hands,  and  I went  and  opposed  it  at  the  assizes, 
and  traversed  against  it. 

6908.  Mr . Bellero.]  A road  contract  ? — Yes. 

6909.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  you  a witness  upon  that  occasion? — No,  it  was 
my  own  case. 

6910.  It  was  a case  of  your  own  ? — Yes ; a lawyer  asked  me  one  question 
about  it,  whether  such  a thing  happened  or  not,  and  I told  him  the  answer. 

6911.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  you  examined  yourself,  as  a witness,  on  that  occa- 
sion ? — No,  sir. 

6912.  Chairman. 1 Look  at  that  list  (page  3,  number  13);  do  you  know  the 
townland  of  Carhuduff  ? — Yes. 

6913.  Did  you  applot  the  county  cess  for  that  townland  ? — I did. 

6914.  I suppose  you  know  the  townland  well  ? — I do. 

6915.  Do  you  know  its  value  pretty  well  ? — Indeed  I do  not,  now ; five  years 
ago ; I did  not  keep  in  my  mind,  only  just  when  I had  it  settled. 

6916.  Do  you  know  Widow  Hynes,  the  first  name  there? — I do. 

6917.  Do  you  know  whether  there  is  any  other  householder  of  that  name, 
except  the  person  mentioned  in  that  list  ? — I do  not  know  any  householder  of 
that  name,  only  that  there  is  a Widow  Hynes ; I do  not  know  any  other  Widow 
Hynes. 

6918.  What  family  has  she  ? — I do  not  know  what  family. 

6919.  Do  you  know  the  townland  so  well  as  to  be  sure  there  was  no  other 
person  of  that  name  upon  it,  except  that  Widow  Hynes? — I knew  it  at  that 
time ; I do  not  consider  since  there  is  any  other  Widow  Hynes  in  the  townland, 
but  herself. 

6920.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  There  might  be  one  other,  unknown  to  you  ? — 
I do  not  know  there  is  any  other  Hynes,  unknownst  to  me. 

6921.  What  is  the  size  of  the  townland  ; how  many  acres? — I cannot  say  how 
many  Carhuduff  contains,  because  it  is  a mountainy  land,  and  we  call  it  barony 
acres  and  profitable  acres. 

6922.  Is  it  a big  townland  ? — It  is,  but  it  is  bad  land. 

®923-  How  many  miles  long  is  it  ? — I am  not  certain  how  many  miles. 

0924.  Is  it  a mile  long  ? — From  north  to  south  it  is  a shorter  distance  than 
from  west  to  east. 

6925.  How  long  is  it  from  north  to  south  ? — I am  not  certain. 

6926.  A mile? — It  is. 

6927*  Two  miles  ? — I do  not  know. 

6928.  A mile  and  a half? — I never  went  to  the  far  bounds  of  it,  because  it  is 
such  mountainy  land  ; it  is  not  worth  the  looking  at. 

6929.  Chairman.']  I want  to  know  whether  the  townland  is  so  big  that  there 
may  be  two  or  three  families  in  it  without  your  knowing  it  ?— No,  it  is  not. 

t;930-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Do  you  know  all  the  families  in  the  townland? 
— I do  know  all  the  householders,  unless  there  might  be  very  poor  persons  who 
might  get  houses  without  land  there. 

°'105-  3 d 3 6931.  Chairman .] 
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6931.  Chairman .]  There  might  be  persons  there  of  that  name,  that  might  have 
houses  without  land  ? — I do  not  believe  there  is. 

6932.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  you  must  know  if  there  were? — Yes. 

6933.  They  could  not  be  there  without  your  knowing  it? — Indeed  they  could 
not. 

6934.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  a boy  called  John  Hynes,  that  lives  with 
Michael  Shannon  ? — I do  not. 

6935.  Is  there  not  a boy  of  that  name  living  with  Michael  Shannon? — I do 
not  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

6936.  Mr.  ReptonJ]  Could  Michael  Shannon  have  a boy  living  with  him, 
and  you  not  know  his  name? — He  could,  sir. 

6937.  Mr.  Bellew.]  If  he  were  his  servant  boy,  he  would  not  hold  any  land? 
— No,  he  would  not. 

6938.  Chairman^  Look  at  that  list ; are  not  all  the  persons  mentioned  there, 
small  cottier  farmers  ? — Yes,  sir. 

6939.  Is  not  the  whole  of  Carhuduff  mountain  and  bog,  and  land  very  little 
worth? — Yes;  it  is  very  little  worth. 

6940.  Would  not  one  acre  of  good  land  be  better  than  10  acres  of  such  as 
you  have  about  Carhuduff? — Yes ; and  one  good  acre  would  be  better,  than 
30  acres  about  Carhuduff. 

6941.  It  is  very  bad  land? — Very  bad. 

6942.  Mr.  Bortkivic/c .]  Is  there  any  good  land  in  Carhuduff? — There  is  mid- 
dling good  land  in  the  lower  part  of  it. 

6943.  Chairman .]  Do  you  find  any  name  in  that  list  of  persons  living  in 
Carhuduff  who  did  not  want  relief? — I cannot  exactly  make  that  out ; because 
it  is  a matter  that  I cannot  be  up  to,  as  to  know  the  circumstances  of  people; 
there  might  be  distress,  and  I not  know  it. 

6944.  You  gave  the  names  to  Mr.  Gamble? — Yes;  he  asked  me,  did  I know 
such  people,  and  I told  him  I did. 

6945.  Did  you  tell  him  what  land  they  had?  — I did  not,  and  I could  not 
know  it. 

6946.  What  was  it  you  did  tell  him  ? — He  only  asked  me,  did  I know  such 
names  in  Carhuduff;  that  is,  the  names  of  those  people  down  here,  and  I told 
him  I did. 

6947.  He  asked  you  nothing  except  the  names  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

6948.  You  cannot  tell  us  whether  those  persons  were  all  of  them  poor? — I 
know  some  of  them  were  very  poor. 

6949.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Does  John  Hynes,  in  that  townland,  hold  14  acres  of 
land,  or  any  quantity  ? — I do  not  know  any  person  of  the  Hynes’s. 

6950.  Do  you  know  Pat  Hynes  ? — No,  unless  he  might  be  a son  of  this 
Widow  Hynes. 

6951.  Do  you  know  James  or  Pat  Hynes,  holding  land  there? — I do  not. 

6952.  Mr . Borthwick.]  Could  they  be  there  without  your  knowing  it? — It 
could  be  land  belonging  to  this  Widow  Hynes,  if  they  have  it  at  all. 

6953-  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  How  much  has  this  Widow  Hynes? — Shelias  a bit 
of  this  mountainy  land ; but  I cannot  certify  how  much  it  is,  because  it  is  bad 
land. 

6954*  Mr.  Bellew.']  Then  comes  Widow  MacDunner,  and  Pat  and  James 
MacDunner;  do  you  know  whether  James  and  Pat  MacDunner  hold  any  land 
there?— I do  not  know  any  person  holding  land,  except  the  Widow  and  Terence 
MacDunner. 

6955*  You  do  not  know  of  James  and  Pat? — No. 

6956.  Or  a second  Terence? — No. 

6957-  Or  a second  John  ? — No. 

695^-  Chairman .]  Look  at  Paul  Tierney  ; do  you  know  him  ? — I do. 

6959-  Who  is  he  ? — A man  that  held  part  of  this  mountain  land. 

6960.  Flow  much  of  it  ? — I cannot  state  as  for  the  acres  of  it. 

6961.  What  family  has  he? — I do  not  know;  I do  not  know  the  family  of 
any  person  in  Carhuduff. 

6962.  You  do  not  know  how  many  there  are  in  his  family? — I do  not  know. 

6963.  How  do  you  know  there  may  not  be  Pat,  James,  and  John?— I know 
there  is  only  one  a householder. 

6964.  How  do  you  know  that?— At  the  time  I applotted  this  land  I knew 
there  was  no  other. 

6965.  When 
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6965.  When  you  stated  there  was  no  other  Widow  Hynes,  were  you  speaking 
of  five  years  agor — Y es ; and  I consider  there  is  only  one  housekeeper.  ° 

6966.  How  do  you  know  there  might  not  he  a change  since  you  applotteditr 
—I  did  not  hear  there  is  any  change.  I can  hear  there  is  few  changes  made, 
but  not  in  that  direction. 

6967.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  How  near  do  you  live?— More  than  a mile 
from  it. 

696S.  Mr.  JBelleit'.]  Do  you  know  ofPat,  and  John,  and  Paul  holding  separate 
land  ? — I do  not. 

6969.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Is  there  a less  complement  on  the  land  now  of 
householders  than  when  you  applotted  it? — No;  there  is  as  many  now. 

C970.  Chairman .]  You  have  been  asked  as  to  Michael  Tierney;  has  he  any 
family  ? — Yes. 

6971.  Has  he  any  sons  Pat,  Paul,  Tim,  and  Jem? — I cannot  certify  the 
names  of  his  sons. 

6972.  Had  he  sons? — I know  that  he  has. 

6973-  Were  they  grown  up? — There  are  some  of  them. 

C974.  Has  he  three  or  four? — 1 do  not  know  how  many  he  has. 

6975-  Were  they  on  the  works  r — I do  not  know. 

6976.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  grown-up  sons  of  any  head  of  a family  were 
generally  in  that  neighbourhood  put  on  the  works  to  support  their  families  ?— 
Exactly ; they  were,  but  I did  not  see  them  on  the  lists. 

6977.  Was  it  not  the  common  practice  in  the  neighbourhood  to  put  the 
grown-up  sons  of  any  head  of  a family  on  the  works,  so  as  to  let  them  help  to 
maintain  the  family  ? — Yes. 

6978.  Was  it  not  always  so  ? — It  was. 

6979.  Do  you  know  whether  in  this  mountain  and  bog  place  it  is  common 
for  people  to  come  and  squat  on  the  land,  that  were  never  known  a month 
before  r — To  get  places  for  to  build  houses  on  ? 

69S0.  Yes. — Yes,  sir. 

6981.  Is  it  common  ? — Yes. 

6982.  So  there  are  changes  constantly  taking  place  in  the  people  occupying 
the  land  ? — Yes,  sir. 

69S3.  Mr.  Borthaiclc.]  Will  you  look  at  the  names  of  James,  John,  and  Pat, 
in  the  second  column  ; if  those  names  had  been  brought  before  you  could  you 
tell  whether  they  held  any  land  or  not? — I could  not. 

6984.  You  do  not  know? — No. 

6985.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Do  John  and  Pat  Hynes  hold  land  or  separate  houses  ? — 
I plotted  the  cess  five  years  ago ; I could  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not. 

G986.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  How  far  from  Carliuduff  do  you  live  ? — More  than  an 
Irish  mile  from  the  nearest  part  of  it,  and  two  miles  from  the  far-off  part. 

6987.  Chairman.]  Look  down  the  second  column  of  persons  recommended  as 
representing  families,  and  tell  me  if  you  find  any  name  there  which  you  know  of 
being  the  head  of  a family,  and  occupying  land  or  a house  ? — I have  had  no 
recourse  to  the  townland  these  five  years. 

6988.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  are  not  able  to  state  to  this  Committee  what  have 
been  the  changes  of  residences  occurring  during  the  last  five  years  ? — No,  because 
I have  no  recourse ; and  I was  not  acquainted  about  it ; that  I had  anything  to 
say  about  it. 

G9S9.  So  that  there  may  be  those  names  in  the  second  column  holding  land  in 
arhuduff  without  your  knowing  it  ? — There  might  be. 

99°-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  not  answer  me  as  to  John  and  Pat  Hynes,  that 
J.°u  *new  they  had  not  separate  houses  and  had  not  separate  families  ? — At  the 
ime  I applotted  it,  five  years  ago,  they  had  not. 

&991-  Mr.  IV.  Williams .1  All  the  answers  vou  give  to  these  questions  refer  to 

five  years  ago  ?— Yes. 

j?992-  And  not  since  ? — No,  sir. 

°993-  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Do  you  not  think,  living  within  a mile  of  this  townland, 
jou  would  know  any  other  person  who  held  land  within  it  since  the  five  years;  if 
people  have  squatted  since  the  five  years  you  would  be  aware  of  the  fact  ? — 
xnow  there  were  changes  made. 

^994-  Could  you  tell  what  those  changes  were  ? — I could  not  tell  exactly  what 
they  were. 

^995*  Do  you  know  of  any  new  houses  in  Carliuduff,  of  which  you  do  not 
°-105-  3 d 4 know 
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know  the  occupant  or  tenant  by  name? — I have  no  recourse,  and  they  would  be 
there  unknown  to  me. 

6996.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  Do  you  know  all  the  houses  in  Carhuduff? — I do  not. 

6997.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Have  you  been  over  the  whole  district  of  Carhuduff 
since  five  years  ago  ? — As  to  looking  at  the  small  houses  that  were  not  subject  to 
the  rate,  1 did  not  look  to  that. 

6998.  Have  you  been  through  the  whole  district  since  then  ? — No. 

6999.  Have  you  been  through  the  district  within  the  last  12  months  ? — I had 
no  recourse  to  know  anything  about  them  except  five  years  back. 

7000.  Sir/.  Walsh.]  Do  you  not  know,  as  a neighbour,  all  the  people  in  the 
townland  of  Carhuduff?— I do  not  know  distinctly  the  names  of  all  the  families 
in  Carhuduff. 


Daniel  Neylan , called  in ; and  Examined. 

7001.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  a labourer? — A Farmer. 

7002.  Who  is  your  landlord  ? — Dean  Stackpoole  was  my  landlord. 

7003.  Who  asked  you  to  come  here  as  a.  witness? — I got  a summons  from  the 
head  of  this  Committee. 

7004.  Who  had  spoken  to  you  before  that  about  coming  here  ? — Mr.  Westropp 
told  me  I should  come  here. 

7005.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  what  you  had  to  say  ? — He  told  me  to  look  to 
the  tenants,  whether  they  were  getting  an  equal  share  of  the  work. 

7006.  Did  he  tell  you  what  you  were  coming  for? — About  the  question 
between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne. 

7007.  Since  you  came  to  London  have  you  seen  Mr.  Gamble? — Yes. 

7008.  Has  he  asked  you  any  questions  to  help  him  make  out  a list  of  people? 
— No,  he  never  asked  me  ; I sent  Captain  Wynne  a list  about  how  was  the  case 
between  some  of  the  tenants  and  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole. 

7009.  That  is  the  old  dispute  ? — Yes. 

7010.  When  did  you  see  Mr.  Gamble  in  London  ? — Every  day  the  last  three 
weeks,  mostly. 

7011.  Have  you  helped  him  to  make  out  a list  of  the  names? — I only  gave  a 
list  of  names  that  I had  myself. 

7012.  Did  you  give  him  a list  of  names?— I gave  him  a copy  of  the  list  that 
I sent  to  Captain  Wynne. 

7013.  Let  me  see  the  list;  when  did  you  make  this  copy? — Six  or  seven 
weeks  ago,  at  home. 

7014.  What  did  you  make  it  for? — Mr.  WTestropp  desired  me  to  make  a list. 

7015.  What  was  it  made  for? — To  show  whether  the  tenants  were  making  a 
reasonable  complaint ; because  the  tenants  made  a complaint  they  were  not 
getting  their  share  of  the  work  and  this  public  money. 

7016.  Did  you  make  any  copy  of  this  after  you  came  to  London  ? — No ; I gave 
a list  out  of  that. 

7017.  To  whom  did  you  give  it? — To  Mr.  Gamble. 

7018.  Did  you  take  the  names  out  of  this  list  ? — I took  some  out  of  that. 

7019.  Is  this  the  list  you  gave  to  Mr.  Gamble? — Yes,  that  is  the  list;  and  I 
signed  my  name  to  it. 

7020.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Is  that  a list  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  ? — No, 
Mr.  O’Brien's ; and  John  Macnamara,  some  of  them. 

7021.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Did  you  make  any  list  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants i-  - 
Yes;  I have  them  here. 

7022.  Chairman .]  Out  of  the  list  you  made  for  the  dispute  about  Dean  Stack- 
poole’s tenants  before,  did  you  take  the  names  of  the  people  of  Carhuduff  and 
copy  them  into  this  paper? — Yes. 

7023.  Of  the  people  living  in  Carhuduff? — Yes ; so  many,  as  I thought,  com- 
fortable people  there.  I did  not  go  to  poor  people,  but  to  comfortable  people 
in  Carhuduff,  and  the  comfortable  people  on  our  own  farm.  I took  them  and 
compared  them. 

7024.  Did  you  put  down  any  comfortable  people  out  of  your  own  farm, 
Dean  Stackpoole’s  ? — Yes,  and  the  other  places. 

7025.  Do  you  know  all  these  people  in  Carhuduff? — I do,  sir. 

7026.  Do  you  know  Widow  Hynes? — I do. 

7027.  Do  you  know  her  family  ?— I do.  I went  personally  to  every  one  you 
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see  there,  and  saw  their  stock  and  their  families ; and  that  three  times  since 
December  last. 

7028.  How  many  children  has  she?— That  list  will  tell  you  ; I put  it  down  ; 

I could  not  keep  it  in  my  head. 

7029.  Do  you  know  her  family  ? — I do. 

7030.  Do  you  live  near  her  ? — No ; nearly  a mile  and  a half  or  two  miles 
from  her. 

7031.  How  long  have  you  known  her  family? — I have  known  every  one  of 
them  ; °-oing  to  the  house  and  examining  them. 

^ How  long  have  you  known  her  family  ? — This  long  time. 

^033.  How  many  children  has  she? — They  are  grown-up  boys,  now. 

>-034.  How  many  has  she?— I cannot  answer  no  more  than  the  list. 

7035.  Can  you  not  tell  the  Committee,  from  your  knowledge  of  her  family, 
now  many  she  has?— I took  a regular  list,  and  I gave  it  to  you. 

7036.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Can  you  not  keep  it  in  your  mind? — No. 

7037.  Has  she  one  ? — Six  or  seven. 

7038.  Chairman .]  When  did  yoti  put  the  number  of  her  children  upon  this 
list  you  put  in  ?— About  January  last. 

7039.  Look  at  your  list? — She  has  seven. 

7040.  When  did  you  put  down  the  number  seven? — January  last. 

7041.  How  did  you  know  she  had  seven? — To  go  to  the  house  and  ask  herself 
and  her  son  in  the  house  how  many  children,  and  to  count  her  cattle  in  the  field. 

7042.  Did  you  put  it  down  at  once? — Yes. 

7043.  Did  you  take  the  names  of  the  children? — No;  the  number  of  the 
family. 

7044.  Did  you  see  them  ? — I saw  the  woman,  and  she  said  there  were  some  of 
them  out. 

7045.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Did  you,  in  respect  of  the  other  names  on  your 
list  and  the  number  of  the  family,  put  them  down  from  time  to  time  as  you  ascer- 
tained them?— Every  time  I heard  I put  them  down  on  another  sheet, 

7046.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  As  you  got  to  know  them  ?— Yes. 

7047.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Who  employed  you  to  ascertain  the  number  of  her 
family? — Mr.  Westropp  said  the  tenants'made  complaints  about  it. 

7048.  Did  you  inquire  as  to  each  of  these  persons  by  going  to  the  houses  and 
asking  how  many  they  had  ? — -Yes. 

7049.  Did  you  ask  the  names  of  any  of  the  children  r No ; but  I counted 

them.  , 

7050.  Do  you  know  whether  Widow  Hynes  had  a son  called  John  r I did 
not  ask. 

7051.  And  you  do  not  know? — I do  not  know.  . 

7052.  Do  you  know  if  there  are  more  of  the  name  of  Hynes  having  land  or 
house  besides  Widow  Hynes? — I think  there  could  not,  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

7053.  Did  you  go  over  the  whole  town! and  ? — Yes. 

7054.  Since  you  came  to  London  you  helped  Mr.  Gamble  by  giving  him  the 
names  out  of  your  old  list? — Out  of  this  into  that. 

7055.  And  those  are  correct,  are  they? — Yes,  they  are  correct  to  the  best  or 
my  judgment ; I walked  three  times  over,  for  fear  of  a mistake  among  them. 

7056.  Mr.  Bellezo.]  When  was  the  last  time? — January;  Christmas  was  the 
first  time. 

7057.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  people  in  that  neighbourhood  used 
to  put  down  the  sons  of  heads  of  families  to  get  work  as  well  as  the  head  of  the 
family  himself? — I have  heard  so,  but  I cannot  certify  it;  I heard  they  used  to 
make  two  families  to  get  more  work,  and  Widow  M‘Dunner  used  to  make  two 
families. 

7058.  Everybody  tried  to  do  that?— I do  not  know  how  it  is  ; but  that  is  one 
subject  amongst  the  people  how  they  get  so  much  work  ; but  I cannot  assert  it  to 
be  the  truth. 

7059.  Did  everybody  try  to  put  on  the  sons  as  the  heads  of  families  to  get  as 
much  work  as  they  could  ? — I believe  they  did ; but  I was  not  present  at  any 
such  thing. 

7060.  Mr.  Borthzvick.]  Everybody  tried  to  make  as  many  families  as  they 
could? — I do  not  doubt  they  wanted  as  much  work  as  they  could  get. 

7061.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  How  many  had  you  on  the  works?  None,  bu 
one  I got  as  a steward. 

0.105.  * 3 E 7°62'  lhat 
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7062.  That  is  all  ? — That  is  all. 

7063.  There  were  not  three  belonging  to  you  on  the  works  ? — No. 

7064.  Had  you  a horse  on  the  works?— I got  two  or  three  weeks  of  a horse 
there. 

7065.  Chairman.]  Had  you  a son  a gangsman?— I will  tell  you  that ; he  never 
saved  a penny  out  of  it. 

7066.  Had  you  a son  who  was  a gangsman  ? — He  was  called  in  by  a gangs- 
man, and  he  would  not  accept  the  money.  5 0 ' 

7067.  Do  you  mean  he  would  not  be  paid  ? — No. 

7068.  Why  ? — As  the  committee  did  not  like  him  to  be  paid. 

7069.  They  would  not  allow  him  to  be  paid  ?— They  would  not  admit  him  to 
be  paid. 

7070.  He  was  put  on? — The  men  called  him  in  because  it  was  a usual  thin®  for 
a gang  of  men  to  call  in  any  man  they  liked;  and  he  saw  other  men  there°and 
thought  he  could  be  spared,  and  the  committee  would  not  pay  him,  and  he  would 
not  be  paid  ; that  is  the  reason  of  it. 

7071.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  say  he  would  not  be  paid;  do  you  mean 
he  could  not  get  his  money? — Yes,  sir. 

7072.  Chairman.]  Were  not  you  and  your  son  angry  at  the  committee  not 
paying  him  ? — Sure  we  would  rather  he  would  be  paid  than  not  to  be  paid. 

7073.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  He  lost  his  time,  and  got  no  money?— Sure 
he  did. 

7074.  Was  he  put  on  by  Mr.  Warran? — Not  a word  of  it. 

7075.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Who  put  him  on  ? — The  gangsmen  called  him 
in,  which  they  afterwards  did  with  other  men  ; we  had  not  the  interest  of  this 
committee,  nor  could  we  get  our  money. 

7076.  Chairman.]  Were  you  very  angry  with  the  relief  committee  ?— I think 
I was  not  so  well  off- 

7077.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Were  you  mad  with  them  ? — I did  not  like  they 
would  give  to  every  man  of  my  substance. 

7078.  Chairman.]  Are  you  still  greatly  displeased  with  them  ? — To  be  sure  ; 
what  is  the  use  of  being  displeased  with  them  now  ? There  was  better  circum- 
stanced people  got  work,  and  one  man  would  not  be  allowed  that  had  12  in 
family  ; there  was  a partner  of  mine  that  had  but  five. 

7079.  Mr . Bellerv.]  What  was  his  name? — Pat  Kennedy. 

. 7o8o.  Chairman.]  Was  your  partner,  Kennedy,  on  the  works?— For  a fort- 
night or  three  weeks. 

7081.  Was  he  paid? — He  was. 

7082.  Had  you  ever  any  dispute  with  Cornelius  O’Brien  ? — I never  had  any 
dispute  with  Mr.  O’Brien  about  anything.  He  did  not  like  me  voting  with 
Vandeleur.  I believe  he  did  not  like  me  for  it.  I do  not  know  why. 

7083.  Did  he  not  once  accuse  you  of  doing  something  wrong? — If  he  did,  he 
accused  me  wrong. 

7084.  He  did  accuse  you r — Yes;  but  he  never  succeeded  in  it,  because  he 
had  the  wrong  side  of  it. 

7085.  You  were  not  pleased  with  him  since? — Yes ; I have  voted  with  him 
once  or  twice  since. 

7086.  Only  you  are  not  very  much  pleased  with  him  ? — He  is  displeased  with 
me  since  I voted  last. 

^°qq*  General.]  Did  you  vote  against  him  last? — Yes. 

7088.  Chairman.]  You  are  not  very  well  pleased  with  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— How 

far  pleased  ? r 

7089.  Are  you  good  friends  with  him?— I don’t  ask  any  friendship. 

7090.  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  like  him  ? — I have  no  objection,  but  I think 
worse  or  others. 

„ 7»9V  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  Mr.  O’Brien  would  do  you  any  hurt 
for  giving  evidence  before  this  Committee  against  him  ? — I know  I would  not 
Jay  myself  m his  power  if  I could. 

7092.  Do  you  think  that  all  the  people  about  Liscannor  and  Carhuduff 
would  be  afraid  to  come  and  give  evidence  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  because  they 
thought  he  would  do  them  some  injury  if  they  said  anything  against  him?— 
borne  of  our  own  tenants  told  me  they  were  afraid  to  come  against  him. 

7093.  Do  you  know  any  other  persons  tenants  in  the  district  of  Carhuduff  or 
Liscannor,  or  that  neighbourhood,  besides  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  who 

would 
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would  be  afraid  to  come  here  to  give  evidence  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? I never 

made  the  inquiries  but  on  this  farm  where  we  live  ourselves. 

7094.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  O’Brien  is  a man  of  that  description  of  charac- 

ter, that  he  would  injure  a person  who  might  do  anything  against  him  ?— My 
opinion  is,  that,  he  would  watch  the  time  if  he  could  to  come  in  his  way  • that  is 
so  far  as  my  opinion  goes.  ’ 

7095.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ watch”  ?— If  he  got  an  opportunity,  he  would 
be  up  with  him  ; but  if  the  man  guards  himself,  he  is  out  of  his  power. 

7096.  Lord  J . Manners.']  You  think  he  would  be  bad  to  him  ? — I think  he 
would  be  no  friend  of  his. 

7097.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Have  you  ever  known  Mr.  O’Brien  do  injury  to  any 
person  who  has  said  anything  against  his  interest  ? — I never  see  a man  against 
his  interest  until  this  time. 

709S.  Have  you  ever  known  him  do  any  injury  to  any  one  ? — I knew  him  to 
do  an  injury  to  myself  some  time  ago,  on  account  of  voting  with  Vandeleur. 

7099.  Have  you  ever  known  him  do  an  injury  against  anybody  else  ? No. 

7100.  Do  I understand  you  to  say  he  has  done  an  injury  to  you?— He  at- 
tempted to  do  it. 

7101.  What  had  you  done  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Voting  with  Vandeleur  against 
his  interest. 

7102.  You  did  nothing  else? — I do  not  recollect  ever  doing  anything  but 
that. 

7103.  Have  you  ever  known  Mr.  O’Brien  do  anything  to  injure  any  person 
who  voted  with  Vandeleur  ? — I took  no  notice. 

7104.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  his  injuring  persons  who  voted  with  Vande- 
leur  ?— There  is  very  few  in  the  parish  that  were  against  him  ; they  are  so  much 
afraid  of  him  in  that  parish. 

7105.  What  is  the  reason  of  their  being  afraid  of  him  ? — He  is  a great  man  in 
the  parish,  and  has  a great  flock  of  men  about  him,  and  a magistrate  himself; 
and  it  is  not  every  poor  man  who  would  show  his  face  against  him. 

7106.  You  state  you  do  not  know  he  has  done  injury  to  any  person  but 
yourself  r — He  attempted  to  do  it  with  myself,  but  he  did  not  succeed. 

7107.  Will  you  state  what  injury  Mr.  O’Brien  attempted  to  do  to  you? — 
Look  at  these  summonses,  gentlemen,  or  chairman  ; here  is  a summons  of  1839, 
before  the  bench  of  magistrates,  and  here  is  a summons  of  1842,  under 
Mr.  O Brien’s  handwriting,  where  Mr.  O’Brien  wanted  to  bring  the  case 
round. 

7108.  W hat  was  the  summons  for  ? — I will  tell  you  : a boy  left  my  service  in 
1S39;  I summonsed  him,  and  he  summonsed  me,  and  it  was  settled  by  Captain 
Barron  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  Francis  Macnamara,  and  a bench  of 
magistrates. 

7109-  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  take  the  part  of  the  boy  against  you  ? — He  did. 

7 no.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Had  you  before  that  voted  for  Colonel  Van- 
deleur?—I had. 

7m.  How  soon  after  you  voted  for  Vandeleur  was  the  question  opened  again  ? 

By  gad,  I do  not  know. 

7112.  Was  it  soon  after? — Soon  after. 

7113.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  you  vote  for  Colonel  Vandeleur  ? — I wished 
to  do  so. 

7114-  -Bid  you  vote  for  Vandeleur  since  the  dispute  between  you  and  your 
servant  was  settled  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  time  when  Mr.  O’Brien  sum- 
monsed you  again  ? — I voted  with  Vandeleur. 

7115-  When? — I went  to  vote  with  him,  and  I was  prepared  to  vote  in  the 
morning. 

know1^'  ^°U  kQOW  'what  year  you  voted  with  Vandeleur  last? — I do  not 

71 1 7*  Have  you  voted  for  Vandeleur  since  the  dispute  between  you  and  your 
dolt*1*  WaS  Se^e<*  k)'  the  magistrates  ? — I turned  to  do  it,  and  was  prepared  to 

7H8.  Have  you  voted? — No. 

7119.  Have  you  voted  for  Vandeleur  against  Mr.  O’Brien  since  1839,  when 
5 oui  case  was  settled  between  you  and  your  servant  by  the  magistrates  ? — I was 
piepared  to  vote  at  the  last  election  for  him. 

7120.  My  question  was,  did  you  vote? — I did  not,  because  on  the  morning  of 

0,1  °5*  3 e 2 Tuesday 
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Tuesday  the  election  was  broken  up,  and  Vandeleur  gave  it  in  ; they  tumbled 
and  knocked  me  down  when  I was  going  to  some  of  the  boys  at  Ennis. 

7121.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  know  that  you  were  going  to  vote  against  him  at 
that  election,  if  it  took  place  ?— I believe  he  knew  every  one  that  would  go 
with  him  or  against  him. 

7122.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  that  Mr.  O’Brien  summoned  you  three  years 
after  the  question  was  settled  by  the  magistrates,  on  his  own  account  or  as  an 
attorney,  for  your  servant  that  left  you  ?— I do  not  know  what  account,  but  he 
summoned  me,  and  there  is  the  summons  for  you  to  look  at  it ; I was  obliged  to 
have  Mr.  O’Connell  in  court  against  him. 

7 1 23.  Chairman .]  Do  you  produce  to  the  Committee  two  summonses  which 
you  have  been  speaking  of? — Yes. 

[The  following  Summonses  were  put  and  read:~\ 

(No.  7.) 

Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions. 

County  of  Clare! You  are  hereby  required  personally  to  appear  before  the  magistrates 
to  wit.  J assembled  at  petty  sessions  at  Ennistimon,  on  Monday  the  15th  of  July 
instant,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  if  it  be  a court  day, 
if  not,  on  the  next  petty  sessions  day,  to  answer  the  complaint  of  Andrew  Considine  for 
wages,  amounting  to  1 1. 

Herein  fail  not  at  your  peril,  as  you  shall  answer  the  contrary. 

Dated  this  8th  day  of  July  1839. 

John  N.  Barron, 

To  Daniel  Nalen,  of  Rhanage.  Magistrate  for  said  County. 

(No.  1.) 

Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions. 

County  of  Clare!  You  are  hereby  required  personally  to  appear  before  the  magistrates 
to  wit . J assembled  at  petty  sessions  at  Ennistimon,  on  Monday  tlie  29th  day  of 
August  instant,  between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  if  it  be  a court 
day,  if  not,  on  the  next  petty  sessions  day,  to  answer  the  complaint  of  Andrew  Considine 
for  wages,  amounting  to  1 1. 

Herein  fail  not  at  your  peril,  as  you  shall  answer  the  contrary. 

Dated  this  22d  day  of  August  1842. 

Corn.  O’Brien, 

To  Daniel  Nealen,  of  Rhomagh.  Magistrate  for  said  County. 

R.  Calcutt,  Clerk  of  Petty  Sessions,  Ennistimon. 

7124.  Will  you  look  at  the  one  dated  July  1839 ; is  not  that  a summons  to 
answer  the  complaint  of  Andrew  Considine,  for  wages  amounting  to  1 1.,  signed 
John  Barron,  magistrate  of  the  county  ? — Mr.  Barron  is  a stipendiary  magistrate. 

71 2 5*  Will  you  look  at  the  second  summons  you  have  put  in,  and  state  whether 
it  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it,  of  the  date  of  the  29th  August  18 42,  to 
answer  the  complaint  of  Andrew  Considine,  for  wages  amounting  to  1 1.,  and 
whether  it  does  not  seem  to  be  signed  on  the  face  of  it  by  Cornelius  O’Brien, 
magistrate  for  the  county,  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Barron  signed  the 
other  ?— Certainly. 

7126.  Who  is  Andrew  Considine? — A serving  boy  with  me  some  time  ago. 

7127.  Where  was  he  on  the  22d  of  August  1842  ? — He  was  about  the  country, 
I believe  ; he  used  to  work  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  to  the  best  of  my  belief ; I do  not 
know  the  certainty  of  it;  and  he  used  to  be  about  the  country. 

7128.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  working  with  Mr.  O’Brien  or  not?  He 
used  to  tell  me  that  he  was,  and  used  to  be  sent  to  a friend  of  his,  one  Moor, 
I do  not  know  the  certainty  of  it. 

7129.  Do  you  know  Avhether  Andrew  Considine  applied  to  Mr.  O’Brien  for 
the  summons  in  1842  or  not? — I am  not  sure  how  it  was,  but  he  got  the  sum- 
mons from  him. 

71 3°*  You  do  not  know  how  the  complaint  was  made? — I do  not;  I was  not 
present  at  it. 

71 3 1 • Supposing  that  Andrew  Considine  applied  to  Mr.  O’Brien  for  a sum- 
mons, was  it  not  his  duty,  as  a magistrate,  to  grant  the  summons?— Yes,  I do  not 
doubt  but  it  was ; but  he  thought  to  persevere,  and  when  he  was  told  three  or 
four  magistrates  had  settled  it  before,  he  thought  to  persevere  in  decreeing  me. 
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and  to  call  it  before  any  other  magistrate  would  sit,  and  I was  obliged  to  have  an 
attorney  against  him  ; Mr.  O’Connell  spoke  in  my  favour. 

7132.  How  do  you  know  that  Mr.  O’Brien  knew  that  it  was  settled  three 
years  before  ? — He  knew  I was  sorry  enough  not  to  leave  so  much  due  with  that 
fellow ; he  knew  he  was  a bare  man,  and  had  no  house  of  his  own,  and  knew 
he  could  not  leave  8 l.  due  from  me  that  had  13  cattle. 

7133.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien,  when  he  granted  that  summons 
in  18  4>2,  ever  heard  of  the  other  inquiry  in  1889  ? — I do  not  know;  I was  not 


present. 

7134.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  ever  heard  of  it  ? — I do  not  know  whether 
he  had. 

7135.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.'}  Was  he  on  the  bench  at  that  time,  1839? — He 


was  not. 

7136.  Did  you  ever  know  a man  go  to  a magistrate  for  a summons,  and  the 
magistrate  refuse  to  give  it  to  him  ? — I do  not  know  anything  I did  not  run  after 
such  things. 

7137.  Lord  J.  Manners.}  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  ever  canvass  you  for  your  vote? — 
Not  him,  some  of  his  agents. 

7138.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.}  What  did  they  say  to  you  ? — That  I ought  to 
vote  for  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  he  would  be  obliged  to  me. 

7139.  Chairman.}  Do  you  not  live  in  the  same  parish  with  Mr.  O’Brien? — 
The  parish  I live  in  is  Killispuglinane  and  Kilmacreehy,  and  some  people  say 
they  are  one  parish,  but  they  are  two  different  parishes. 

7140.  Do  they  join  each  other? — They  are  under  one  priest. 

7141.  How  far  from  him  do  you  live? — I believe  upwards  of  two  miles. 

7142.  Mr.  Bellezv.}  At  the  time  of  the  first  trial,  how  did  it  end,  in  1839  ? — 
When  I summoned  him  for  not  standing  to  his  time,  he  was  dismissed  for  not 
getting  anything. 

7143.  It  was  decided  in  your  favour? — Clearly  in  my  favour. 

7144.  What  became  of  it  the  second  time? — When  Mr.  O’Connell  spoke  to 
Mr.  O’Brien  (for  he  was  persevering),  he  said  it  was  as  good  for  him  to  expect  to 
bring  the  sea  on  the  grass,  or  to  put  the  grass  on  the  sea,  as  to  decree  a thing 
that  was  settled  three  years  before. 

7145.  What  became  of  it? — I was  obliged  to  rise  out  of  it,  that  he  could  not 
go  further  with  it  then. 

7146.  Lord  J.  Manners.}  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Andrew  Considine  about  it 
afterwards  ? — Never  a word  ; we  did  not  speak  afterwards. 

7147.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  the  neighbours  say  why  Andrew  Considine 
brought  this  action  against  you  a second  time  ? — Every  one  guessed  why,  as 
because  I would  not  be  a friend  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  ; no  other  would  take  it  up. 

7148.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  one  say  so  ? — It  was  a common  report ; he  was 
so  persevering  he  would  decree  me,  right  or  wrong. 

7149.  Mr.  BorthwicJc.}  Was  he  on  the  bench  the  second  time  ? — He  was  the 
■first  magistrate  there ; there  was  a list ; he  called  it  on  before  the  rest,  to  have 
me  decreed. 

7150.  It  was  before  him  the  case  was  tried? — Yes,  the  last  time. 

715**  Chairman.}  Had  you  any  complaint  against  Mr.  O’Brien  for  the  way  in 
which  he  tried  the  case  the  second  time  ? — He  was  persevering  in  the  thing  that 
was  settled  by  three  or  four  magistrates  three  years  ago. 

7152.  Probably  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  know  anything  about  that?— He  would 
not  take  it  from  Mr.  O’Connell,  but  he  was  obliged  to  bring  his  book  forward. 

7153.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  do  anything  as  a magistrate  on  the  bench,  when  lie 
was  trying  it,  which  displeased  you? — He  did  not;  but  he  was  persevering  until 
Mr.  O’Connell  stopped  his  mouth. 

7154-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.}  When  the  book  was  brought  he  rose  out  of  it? 
— Yes.  “Well,  are  you  satisfied  now?”  said  O’Connell;  he  looked  like  a 
man  as  would  lose  his  speech,  and  I had  the  luck  of  having  an  attorney  there. 

7155-  Chairman.}  Are  you  a driver  for  Mr.  Westropp? — I do  business  for 
him  ; it  is  seldom  he  wants  to  drive  at  all ; he  is  not  a man  for  driving. 

7156.  Mr. Stafford O ’Brien.}  When  he  does  drive  you  drive  for  him  ? — Yes  ; 
he  never  drove  but  once. 

7157.  Did  you  drive  for  him  ? — Yes. 

7158-  Chairman.}  Were  you  driver  for  Mr.  Westropp  in  December  last.' 

Y es  ; I was  if  he  wanted  me,  and  for  the  farm,  if  there  is  any  business. 

0.105.  3 e 3 T1-©*  Ho 
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7159.  Do  you  remember  being  examined  by  Captain  Wynne  as  a witness  on 
a trial  at  Liscannor,  on  the  17th  of  December,  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Dean 
Stackpoole’s  people? — I do. 

7160.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  there  ? — He  was. 

7161.  Do  you  remember  his  telling  you  at  that  time  that  you  got  up  the 
whole  thing  against  him? — I believe  he  did  say  such  a thing ; 1 don’t  doubt 
but  he  did  ; I don’t  bring  it  fairly  to  my  recollection. 

7162.  Did  he  not  tell  you  the  reason  why  you  got  it  up  against  him  was,  that 
he  once  said  you  robbed  a poor  woman  ? — He  was  wanting  to  put  such  a thin® 
against  me ; it  was  out  of  the  way  for  him  very  much  ; he  wanted  to  break  my 
character  in  any  way  he  could ; but  I have  the  Major’s  letter  in  my  pocket, 
giving  me  as  good  a character  as  he  could  get  himself. 

7163.  Did  lie  not  tell  you  at  the  time  that  you  had  got  up  the  case  against 
him,  and  that  it  was  a conspiracy? — Yes,  he  did. 

7164.  And  did  he  not  say  the  reason  was,  because  he  had  accused  you  of 
having  done  such  a thing  ? — Yes. 

7165.  Of  course  you  denied  it? — I denied  doing  any  such  thing. 

7166.  Mr.  Solicitor -Genes'al.]  When  did  he  say  you  robbed  the  woman  ? — He 
may  say  anything  he  likes  with  his  own  mouth  ; but  he  said  wrong. 

7167.  When  was  it  he  said  so? — I think  the  17th  of  December. 

7168.  Did  he  tell  you  how  long  ago  it  had  been? — I think  he  said  20  years 
ago. 

7169.  When  did  the  Major  give  you  a character? — I think  it  is  since. 

7170.  Since  20  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

7171.  Have  you  got  it  here  ? — I don’t  doubt  but  I have. 

[The  following  Letter  was  put  in,  and  read  :] 

My  dear  sir. 

The  beaver,  Daniel  Neylan,  is  one  of  my  constituents,  and  1 know  him  to  be  an  honest 
man.  He  has  some  matter  of  business  that  will  come  before  the  Bench  at  Miltown  petty 
sessions,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  attend  on  that  day.  Do  not  conceive  that  I ask  any 
favour,  which  would  be  quite  improper.  But  1 consider  it  but  justice  to  give  the  character 
I know  of  him. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  sincerely  youvs, 

Ennis,  6 November  1832.  W.  N.  Macnamara. 

7172.  Chairman.']  It  was  said  you  robbed  a woman  ; it  was  not  that  you  had 
robbed  her  as  a thief,  but  you  had  driven  away  her  horse  and  cart? — He  may 
say  what  he  likes  with  his  own  mouth,  but  there  is  not  a word  of  it  true. 

7173.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  ever  say  you  had  robbed  a woman  like  a thief: — 
I don’t  know  but  he  did. 

7174.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  it  ? — I think  he  said 
something  like  it. 

7175.  Lord  J.  Manner  si]  Did  he  use  the  word  robbery? — I think  he  said 
I had  done  something  to  the  woman.  I will  tell  you  how  the  story  was : this 
woman  was  a tenant  of  my  father  some  time  ago,  about  that  time  my  father  died, 
it  was  about-  20  years  ago,  or  something  thereabout ; there  was  a debt  due  of 
this  woman,  and  he  had  her  promissory  note  ; he  endorsed  the  note  to  a brother- 
in-law  of  mine,  of  the  name  of  Murphy.  He  decreed  the  woman,  and  renewed 
the  decree  two  or  three  times ; then  I went  along  with  that  man  and  corrected 
the  decree  ; and  this  was  fishwoman’s,  and  brought  fish  to  Corney  O’Briens 
house,  and  he  thought  to  make  me  turn  back  the  horse.  He  summonsed  me 
before  the  bench  at  Ennistimon,  before  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  he  was  beat  m 
that : then  I was  a new-married  man,  and  there  was  a cousin  of  mine  in  the 
house ; he  prevailed  on  me,  it  was  not  but  worth  my  while  to  let  that  horse  go 
with  the  fishwoman  ; to  get  it  for  her  from  my  brother-in-law.  That  was  a 
that  was  from  the  horse. 

7176.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  take  the  side  of  this  woman  against  you? — He  did. 

7177.  Did  you  afterwards  give  back  to  the  woman  the  horse  and  cart  after 
Mr.  O’Brien  took  her  part  ?— Mr.  O’Brien  went  with  this  woman  and  sum- 
monsed me  to  the  bench  of  magistrates ; the  decree  was  shown  to  Dean  Stack- 
poole ; he  was  the  only  magistrate  there  that  day.  “ What  can  I do  ; the  barris- 
ter’s name  is  to  this  ; why  do  you  interfere  ?”  This  man,  a cousin  of  my  vrue 
and  a cousin  of  myself  was  in  the  house,  by  name  James  Considine,  and  he  was 
an  acting  man  there,  and  was  prevailing  every  day,  night,  and  morning  to  come 
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to  his  aunt,  my  wife  s mother,  to  prevail  on  me  to  get  the  horse  from  mv 
brother-in-law  for  that  fishwoman  ; that  I was  a new-married  man,  cominv  into 
this  parish,  and  Mr.  O Brien  would  be  my  enemy  if  I did  not  give  the  horse 
back.  1 hat  was  all  the  story  he  was  talking  for  ever. 

71 7h-  Chairman ■]  On  the  trial  at  Liscannor,  before  Captain  Wynne  did  not 
Mr.  O Brien  say  you  owed  him  spite  on  account  of  his  making  you  give  back 
the  horse  ?— Sure  he  did  say  that,  and  I could  not  put  my  hand  in  his  mouth. 

7179.  Was  there  a car  ? — Yes. 

7150.  Did  you  give  that  back  to  the  fishwoman  ?— Yes ; she  got  it  back. 

That  is  all  he  can  do  and  say  about  it.  I defy  him  to  say  any  more!  and  prove 
any  more.  , r 

7151.  Mr.  Bdlew.y This  was  Jenny  Mantle?— That  was  her  name. 

71S2  Chcurmm  ] Did  you  not  tell  Captain  Wynne,  at  that  examination,  that 
you  had  no  complaint  against  the  Liscannor  committee,  or  against  Mr.  O’Brien 
the  chairman  ? — JNo,  I did  not  * 


7183.  You  did  not  tell  him  you  made  no  complaint ?— No,  I did  not-  I told 
him  it  was  not  I made  the  complaint,  but  the  rest  of  the  tenants. 

7184.  Did  you  state  you  kuew  no  person  011  the  works  that  was  not  in  distress’ 
— I did  not  say  any  such  thing  there. 

7185.  Did  any  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  give  evidence  of  that  sort,  that 
there  was  no  one  on  the  works  that  was  not  in  great  distress  ?— They  said  every- 
th1"? fair  for  Mr.  O’Brien,  because  they  turned  over  with  him ; they  got  afraid 
ot  him,  because  their  master  was  not  there ; they  told  me  so.  Mr.  Westropp 
was  the  agent  who  brought  forward  the  complaint  first. 

7186.  Westropp  was  there,  was  he  not? — He  was  in  Dublin  at  the  time  : they 
had  no  one  to  take  their  part  but  Captain  Wynne,  and  he  was  here  and  there, 
and  could  not  be  everywhere. 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

71 87-  Chairman.]  In  reference  to  your  answer  to  question  5041,  and  the 
labour  list  which  you  put  in  attached  to  it,  I wish  to  ask  you  whether  that  list 
was  made  out  by  yourself  ? — I took  up  the  recommendation  lists  furnished  by 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  out  of  those  I took  the  names  of  persons 
recommended  as  representing  families.  I took  the  number  of  acres  from  the 
istol  31st  December  1 84<G,  and  the  number  of  families  ; and  then  I give  the 
reterences  to  particular  lists  under  which  it  is  to  be  found.  I get  similar  inform- 
a 1011  from  the  list  of  5th  January.  I take  the  number  of  acres  or  families  on 
otn  January,  from  those  who  are  then  represented  as  having  one  at  work;  then 
ie  estimated  number  of  families  is  taken  from  the  census  furnished  by  the  Lis- 
cannor relief  committee,  and  the  number  of  Irish  acres  is  taken  from  the  poor- 
a\v  valuation ; the  gross  annual  value,  also,  and  the  cattle,  is  taken  from  inform- 
. a ion  turnishcd,  partly  by  the  census  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  and  partly 
by  Daniel  Neylan.  r J 

7188.  My  question  was,  whether  you  made  out  the  list  yourself? — It  was 
made  out  partly  by  myself. 

ytSg.  Did  you  get  other  persons  to  assist  you  ? — I did. 

O’Brien  ^OU  t0  ^aniel  Neylan  to  help  you? — I did  ; and  to  Dennis 

Yea1*  ^ Same  ^ou  sP°ke  with  reference  to  Dean  Stackpoole? 

92.  How  came  you  to  select  him  ? — Because  he  had  an  acquaintance  with 
ocahty.  The  information  I got  from  Neylan  was  about  the  cattle.  There 
the  hst  m°re  1 ian  0ne  family  the  name  of  Hynes,  although  there  are  three  in 

Is  the  information  as  to  the  cattle  taken  from  Neylan? — Partly  from 
aim  and  partly  from  the  Liscannor  committee. 

There  is  a column  for  observations  ? — Yes. 
flip  :?°  suPPhed  you  with  those? — The  first  is  supplied  by  myself,  from 

work6^1Ster "a0°k 5 anc*  t&en  he  is  represented  on  the  5th  January  to  have  one  at 

55,ere  ’■hose  supplied  by  Neylan  ? — Some  of  them, 
in,!  o ’ l e greater part : — Some  of  them  by  Neylan,  and  some  by  documents, 

and  some  by  Dennis  O’Brien.  j J * . ■ - • ^ »?■  > 
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7198.  Were  tire  greatest  part  supplied  by  Neylan  ? — I cannot  say. 

7199.  Were  the  greater  number? — Some  of  them  by  both  Neylan  and  Dennis 
O’Brien. 

7200.  Do  you  think  Neylan  was  the  best  person  you  could  select  to  give  you 
information  ?— I found  it  very  difficult  to  get  any  one  from  that  locality  who 
would  give  any  information  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  I thought  him  as  good 
a person  as  I could  get,  for  Mr.  Westropp,  I believe,  has  trusted  him  a good 

^7201.  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  think  it  was  fair  to  employ  him?— I do;  he  was 
recommended  by  Mr.  Westropp. 

7202.  Chairman.]  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  O’Brien  charged  Neylan  him- 
self with  having  maliciously  made  charges  against  him,  because  Mr.  O’Brien 
had,  on  a former'  occasion,  punished  him  for  robbing  a poor  widow  ? — I was. 

7203.  Was  that  made  to  Neylan  himself?— It  was,  at  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee. . 

7204.  Do  you  still  think  he  was  the'  person  to  select  to  give  information  which 
mioht  implicate  Mr.  O’Brien’s  character? — I asked  Mr.  Westropp  to  recom- 
mend some  person  for  information,  and  he  recommended  Neylan  and  Dennis 
O’Brien;  and  the  only  information  I got  from  Neylan  was  as  to  a matter  of 
fact. 

7205.  Did  you  take  that  recommendation  after  you  knew  of  Mr.  O’Brien  having 
so  accused  him  to  his  face  of  having  made  a malicious  charge,  and  the  reason  of 
it?— I did. 

7206.  Would  it  not  have  been  better  to  have  selected  some  person  from  the 
neighbourhood  who  had  not  such  a charge  made  against  him  ? — It  was  difficult  to 
get  any  person  to  give  any  information  against  Mr.  O’Brien. 

7207.  Did  you  apply  to  anybody  else?— I think  there  were  some  other  people 
applied  to. 

7208.  Did  you  yourself  apply  ? — No,  I did  not. 

7209.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  That  charge  referred  to  a circumstance  that  occurred 
some  10  years  ago,  I believe  ? — It  did  ; some  long  time  before. 

7210.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  as  to  a man  to  give  you 
any  information  respecting  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property? — I did,  to  Mr.  Westropp. 

7211.  To  anybody  else? — I did  to  the  local  engineers. 

7212.  Did  you  apply  to  any  of  the  people  living  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — Not 
personally.  They  concurred  in  saying  it  was  difficult  to  get  any  one  to  give  infor- 
mation against  Mr.  O’Brien. 

7213.  You  did  not  ascertain  that  fact  yourself? — No. 

7214.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Is  Mr.  Westropp  a person  of  respectability 
himself? — He  is. 

7215.  What  is  he? — A solicitor  and  agent  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  a member 
of  a highly  respectable  family  in  Limerick. 

7216.  Chairman.]  Had  he  been  charged  by  Mr.  O’Brien  with  having  mali- 
ciously conspired  to  injure  his  character? — He  had. 

7217.  When  you  knew  that  Mr.  Westropp  had  charged  Mr.  O’Brien,  ana  had 
been  accused  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  making  a malicious  charge,  and  when  you 
knew  this  man,  Neylan,  had  been  accused  by  him  to  his  face  of  having  wiade 
the  charge,  because  he  had  been  accused  of  robbery  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  would  it 
not  have  been  better  to  get  some  independent  person  to  assist  you? — If  I cou‘“ 
I would  have  done  it ; but  I could  get  no  person  of  higher  character  or  respec- 
tability than  Mr.  Westropp. 

7218.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  ever  apply  to  Mr. to  recommend 

you  a man? — I did;  and  he  could  recommend  me  no  one. 

7219.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Do 'you  know  on  what  account? — That  they 
were  all  afraid  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

— • gave  you 


7220.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  that  the  answer  that  Mr. 
in  substance? — It  was. 


7221.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  that  Neylan  and  Dennis  O’Brien  aie  ^ 
only  two  people  not  afraid  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  able  to  give  evidence.  ^ 

I mean  to  say  that  when  I asked  Mr. , was  there  any  Pe.rso^o(j 

could  recommend  me  to  give  information,-  he  said,  - that  really  every 
was  so  much  afraid  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  that  he  could  not  recoin  men 

PeBOn-  .022.  Could 
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7222.  Could  lie  not  himself  have  given  you  any  information  upon  these 
points  ? — No. 

7223.  You  say  you  only  asked  Neylan  as  to  matters  of  fact  ?— Certainly. 

7224.  Do  you  mean  how  many  cows  a man  had  ? — Exactly. 

7225.  And  observations  as  to  the  quality  of  the  land  ? — Yes. 

722(1.  Did  Dennis  O’Brien,  who  assisted  you  in  making  out  this  list,  see  it 
after  it  was  completed  ? — I don’t  know  (hat  he  did. 

7227.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  refused  to  be  a witness  to  substantiate  it?— 
No,  I do  not. 

7228.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  you  ever  hear  such  a thing  ? — No.  I have 
him,  and  I can  produce  him  still. 

7229.  Is  there  the  least  reason  to  believe  you  have  spirited  the  man  away? 

No  pretence  whatever.  I have  him  and  can  produce  him. 

7230.  Chairman .]  Did  he  tell  you  he  would  not  substantiate  it? — Never. 

7231.  You  have  no  reason  to  believe  lie  refused  to  attend  the  Committee  to 
substantiate  it? — No  reason  whatever;  on  the  contrary,  he  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  do  so. 

7232.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  any  conduct,  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  that  should  make  the  whole  district  so  afraid  of  him, 
that  only  two  men,  able  to  give  evidence  on  that,  could  be  found  ? — My  acquaint- 
ance with  that  district  is  very  little,  and  I am  not  competent  to  give  an  answer  to 
that  question  ; but  everybody  I have  spoken  to  on  the  subject  has  given  me  that 
opinion. 

7233.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  What  class  of  persons  were  they  you  spoke  to? — 

Mr. , Mr. , and  Mr. . 

7234-5.  Anybody  else? — Mr. , of , said  the  same. 


Mortis,  8°  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bel  lew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sliarman  Crawfoid. 
Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Datiiel  Neylan,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

7236.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Gamble  apply  to  you  for  information  respecting 
the  names  and  circumstances  of  families  in  Carhuduff  ? — Yes,  sir  ; I gave  him 
a return  of  it. 

7237.  Is  that  a correct  list,  made  out  according  to  the  knowledge  you  have  ; 
are  the  names  correct? — Yes  ; that  is  the  names  I gave.  I made  a search  on 
the  property  of  Carhuduff. 

72 38.  Did  Dennis  O’Brien  help  you  and  Mr.  Gamble  to  make  it  out? — No  ; 
he  was  not  helping  me  to  make  it  out.  when  I walked  the  place. 

7239.  W as  he  helping  Mr.  Gamble  to  make  it  out  ? — He  said  to  Mr.  Gamble, 
he  would  prove  this  was  correct. 

7240.  And  you  believe  it  to  be  correct  ? — Because  I walked  it,  I believe  it  to 
be  correct.  I came  to  the  people  separately. 

7241.  When  did  you  walk  it  ? — In  January  last. 

7242.  You  say  that  is  not  the  list  you  made  out ; you  have  another  list  ? — 
L gave  this  out  of  the  list  I have. 

7243*  Why  have  you  not  put  into  the  copy  which  you  gave  Mr.  Gamble,  all 
le  names  in  the  list  made  out,  and  which  you  now  have  given  into  my  hand? — 
ecause  he  did  require  only  those  of  Carhuduff  tenants. 

7244.  Is  not  Widow  Ready  in  Carhuduff? — Yes. 

0,1  °5-  3 F 7245.  Is 
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7245.  Is  she  in  the  list  you  gave  to  Mr.  Gamble  ? — She  is,  sir. 

7246.  You  see  Widow  M‘Donough,  “ her  husband  Thomas,  registered  ; Manus 
Shannon,  and  Michael  Dunleavy,  now  hold  most  of  the  land  entered  here  for 
Widow  M‘Donough;”  did  you  tell  Mr.  Gamble  that? — I did  not  enter  her 
because  she  was  a poor  woman  when  she  divided  the  land. 

7247.  It  is  said  here,  “ Manus  Shannon  and  Michael  Dunleavy  now  hold  most 

of  the  land  entered  here  for  Widow  M'Donough  ; ” is  that  so  ?— It  is  accordino- 
as  she  told  me  herself.  ° 

7248.  And  you  told  Mr.  Gamble  ? — Yes. 

7249.  Look  at  Pat  O’Loughlin,  in  this  column  ; it  is  stated  “ married  to  Judith 
Roche  was  he  married? — They  are  taking  together,  at  any  rate. 

7250.  Do  they  live  together  as  man  and  wife  ? — Yes ; that  is  what  I was 
told  by  them. 

7251.  Did  they  tell  yon  so  themselves? — They  did,  sir;  I was  not  present  at 
their  marriage. 

7252.  It  is  said  in  the  same  column,  “ Widow  Reidy  has  given  some  of  her  land 
to  Widow  Barret is  that  so? — I think  so. 

7253.  Why  do  you  think  so?— Because  she  told  me  she  gave  it;  there  was  a 
fisherman  whose  wife  died  ; she  had  an  acre  of  it. 

7254.  How  much  land  did  she  give  to  Widow  Barret? — I do  not  know. 
I knew  her  to  he  a very  poor  woman ; I took  no  notice  of  her. 

725 5-  Ho  you  know  that  Widow  Reidy  gave  away  some  of  the  land? — I do. 

7256.  Do  you  know  how  many  acres  she  had  ?— I think  she  had  14.  or  15 ; and 
sure  she  gave  some  of  it  to  this  Barret,  she  told  me. 

7257.  At  the  time  you  saw  her  in  January  last,  had  she  any  more  than  four 
acres?— I did  not  any  more  than  she  told  me.  “I  divided  the  land  with  my 
daughter.” 

7258.  Supposing  she  had  only  four  acres  remaining,  was  she  not  a very  poor 
woman? — Indeed  1 took  her  to  be  poor;  they  were  always  poor. 

7259.  Was  she  not  fit  to  be  on  the  relief  lists?— Indeed  I think  she  wanted 
relief ; I never  saw  them  in  opulence. 

7260.  Had  she  a cow  ? — I think  she  has  one  cow. 

7261.  Do  you  know  whether  many  people  who  had  one,  or  even  two  cows, 
and  four  or  five  acres  of  land,  were  so  poor  and  so  miserable  that  they  ought  to 
be  put  on  the  relief  lists?  I think  there  was  poor  people  that  ought  to  get  it 
before. 

7262.  Supposing  the  other  poor  people  had  got  it  before  them,  did  you  know 
many  cases,  although  a person  had  land  and  one  or  two  cows,  where  they  were 
so  poor  they  ought  to  be  put  on  the  relief  lists  as  well  as  the  more  poor?— They 
might  be,  if  the  poorest  class  was  relieved. 

7263.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  a person  had  some  land  and  a cow,  that 
he  might  not  be  very  poor  and  destitute,  and  deserving  relief  ?— Some  of  them 
is,  and  some  of  them  is  not. 

7264.  Do  you  know  Martin  Nestor?  — He  is  in  the  house  with  his  mother. 

7265.  Is  he  son  of  Thomas  Egan’s  wife?— He  is. 

7266.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Does  he  live  in  the  house  with  Widow  Egan?— Yes. 

7267.  Chairman.]  Does  he  keep  the  house  for  his  grandmother? — I do  not 
think  he  does ; but,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  with  his  mother ; but  I cannot 
speak  to  a certainty. 

7268.  Had  he  three  families  living  in  the  same  house  ? — I could  not  ascertain, 
because  I did  not  go  to  their  place  ; he  is  a poor  man. 

7269.  Is  Widow  Heme  the  mother  of  Thomas  Egan  ? — Mother  of  his  wife. 

7270.  Does  he  live  with  them  ? — I am  not  sure. 

727 !•  Is  this  family  of  Thomas  Egan  very  poor? — He  swore  he  was  a free- 
holder two  years  ago. 

7272.  Whatever  he  was  then,  was  he  very  poor?— He  has  a cow  and  a horse. 

7273.  Was  he  very  poor  notwithstanding?— Why,  then,  I cannot  say  he  is 
poor  nor  rich,  but  this  is  all  the  stock  I saw  with  him  : I cannot  ascertain  what 
he  has  in  his  house,  but  to  see  what  he  has  abroad. 

7^7,4*  so  Poor  and  destitute  that  you  thought  he  ought  to  be  on  the 

relief  list,  when  the  very  poor  were  put  on  the  list  ?— There  were  some  on  that 
was  not  so  poor  without  it. 

7275.  Could  he  live?' — He  had  his  land. 

7276.  How 
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7276.  How  many  people  had  he  to  maintain  ? — Five. 

7277.  How  do  you  know  that? — Togo  to  the  house  to  ask  him. 

7278.  I thought  you  said  you  did  not  go  to  the  house? — I was  with  Egan. 

7279.  Mr.  Bellew.~]  Hoes  Martin  Nestor  live  in  Thomas  Egan’s  house?— I am 
not  sure. 

7280.  Chairman.']  Was  he  about  the  place  when  you  were  there? No  - I 

went  to  Thomas  and  asked  his  family ; he  had  five  in  family. 

7281.  Did  he  not  speak  of  five  children  ?— Five  in  family. 

7282.  Were  not  those  his  children  ?— I asked  him  five ; he  told  me  five. 

7283.  Did  you  not  mean  sons  and  daughters  ?-He  meant  himself,  sons  and 
daughters. 

7284.  Supposing  he  had  his  mother  and  daughter,  that  would  be  additional  ?— 
I do  not  know  that. 

7285.  Do  you  know  whether  Michael  Roach  lives  with  his  sister,  Pat  Finn’s 
wife  ? — Yes  ; in  one  house. 

7286.  Do  you  know  what  land  John  Mullqueeny  has?— Ten  acres  of  land 
two  head  of  cattle,  and  a horse. 

7287.  He  has  10  acres  ? — He  had  about  20  acres,  but  he  gave  10  to  Terence 
O’Donough,  as  he  told  me. 

7288.  Is  it  good  land,  or  bad  land? — Some  of  it  is  good,  and  some  bad. 

7289.  Is  any  of  it  good  ? — There  is  good  bottom  to  it. 

7290.  How  many  acres  of  it  are  good  ? — I did  not  go  that  way ; but  there  is 
a good  bottom  to  it. 

7291.  Are  they  a poor  family? — They  are  not  a very  rich  people,  although 
they  have  another  spot  in  Liscannor,  along  with  that ; the  man  is  a drunkard  • 
he  drinks  a good  deal. 

7292.  Another  person  pays  the  rent  of  the  whole  farm  ? — The  two  O’Donnels. 

7293.  Was  not  John  Mullqueeny  a poor  man  ?— He  drinks  too  much  j he  has 
a nice  property  at  Liscannor  along  with. 

7294.  Lord  J.  Manners. ] What  is  that  property  at  Liscannor  ? — Some  houses, 
and  four  or  five  acres.  Michael  O’Louglilin  brought  it  to  me  some  day  to  pur- 
chase the  land,  that  he  was  selling  it  out. 

7295.  You  went  to  value  the  land  ? — I went  to  O’Loughlin  to  see  the  bargain. 

7296.  How  much  did  you  think  the  land  was  worth  ? — I did  not  go  to  any 
bargain  that  way  ; but  Mullqueeny  answered  him,  he  would  meet  him  such  a day, 
and  would  give  him  the  preference  of  it. 

7297.  What  did  you  think  the  land  was  worth  ? — It  is  a good  spot,  and  a house 
upon  it. 

7298.  More  than  one  house  ? — There  is  two  houses. 

7299.  Chainnan.]  Are  they  anything  but  cabins? — There  is  a good  house,  and 
some  cabins. 

7300.  Mr.  Itejjton.]  What  do  they  let  for? — I do  not  know. 

7301.  What  would  you  give  for  the  houses  yourself? — I do  not  know  ; I do 
not  want  them. 

73°p-  Mr.  Thornely.]  If  you  had  them  to  let,  what  would  you  let  them  for  ? 
—I  think  they  would  let  for  51.  or  61.,  if  they  were  kept  in  repair. 

7303-  Mr.  Belleiv .]  How  many  houses  are  there? — Two  houses. 

7304.  Are  they  both  occupied  ? — The  houses  is  made  into  two  divisions. 

73°5-  Are  two  families  living  in  them  ? — There  was  when  I saw  them. 

73°6.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Have  the  houses  windows  to  them  r — They  are  right 
houses  enough.  * 

73°7-  Are  they  stated  ?—~They  are  not,  and  never  was. 

73°8.  Mr.  Bepton,]  Are  there  any  chimneys? — It  was  a large  house  ; it  was 
one  of  the  best  houses  in  Lahinch  until  the  slate  has  come  in  question. 

7309-  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  say  they  were  worth  5 l.  or  61.  a year  if  they 
were  in  repair  r— Yes. 

7310-  What  would  be  the  cost  of  keeping  them  in  repair? — 1 cannot  tell  that. 

731 1-  Are  they  in  good  repair  at  the  present  time? — They  are  not,  indeed,  in 

good  repair  now.  1 . ' 

7312.  What  would  be  the  cost  of  putting  them  in  proper  repair  ? — I never 

took  any  notice  of  it. 

I-  ^ 1 3-  What  do  you  think  they  would  be  let  for  as  they  now  are? — I don’t 
now  ; but  if  they  were  in  repair,  I would  give  5 1.  ox  6 l.  for  them. 

3 f 2 7314.  Would 
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7314.  Would  you  give  3 1.  for  them  now  in  their  present  state?— I did  not 
make  it  my  business  to  go  to  those  houses  at  all  to  examine  them. 

7315.  You  say  5 /.  if  they  were  in  repair  ; but  what  would  you  give  for  them 
out  of  repair? — I don’t  know  ; I would  not  wish  to  have  a dealing  at  all  with 
them  without  being  in  repair. 

7316.  Can  you  tell  what  would  be  the  expense  of  putting  them  in  repair?— 
I could  not. 

7317.  Mr.  Bel/ew.]  Is  there  any  land  along  with  the  house? — Four  or  five 
acres. 

7318.  What  would  that  land  let  for,  one  acre  with  another? — They  used  to 
pay  4/.  an  acre  for  each  of  the  acres. 

7319.  Does  Widow  Nagle  (Thomas),  in  the  first  column,  live  with  her 
brother  ? — I think  so. 

7320.  The  next  name  is  Pat  Shannon? — Yes. 

7321.  Is  he  a brother  to  the  parish  priest  Yes. 

7322.  Is  he  a poor  man  ? — He  has  three  head  of  cattle  and  one  horse ; I don’t 
know  any  richer  but  that. 

7323.  Do  you  know  he  has  eight  in  family? — I know  he  has  but  six  in  family; 
I went  to  the  house  in  person. 

7324.  Did  you  know  whether  he  was  so  poor  that  he  has  not  been  able  to 
pay  his  rent  for  a long  time  ? — I don’t  know  that.  1 learnt  some  time  ago  that 
they  suffered  well  for  it.  Mr.  O’Brien  gave  them  a slap  of  an  ejectment  some 
time  ago. 

7325.  Although  he  had  three  cows  and  a horse,  can  you  tell  the  Committee 
whether  he  was  not  a poor  man? — I can’t  tell  what  he  has  in  his  pocket,  but 
I saw  that  cattle  on  the  land. 

7326.  Michael  Shannon  is  the  next;  is  he  brother  to  the  Roman-catholic 
curate  of  the  parish  ? — Yes. 

7327.  Cousin  to  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman? — Yes. 

7328.  Do  yon  know  John  Killohery  ? — Yes.  I did  not  go  to  his  stock  or  his 
land. 

7329.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  given  any  of  his  holding  to  Widow 
Lanney  ? — There  was  an  acre  left  to  Widow  Lanney. 

7330.  Had  Michael  Shannon  any  cattle? — He  has. 

7331.  How  many  ? — Seven  head  of  cattle,  big  and  little. 

7332.  Had  Michael  alone  seven  ? — Yes. 

7333 • How  many  acres  of  land  lias  Michael  Shannon? — Seventeen  acres. 

7334-  Where  did  you  learn  that? — From  his  own  mouth. 

7335-  Do  you  know  whether  in  the  poor-law  valuation  he  is  said  to  have  20 
acres?— He  told  me  17.  I don’t  know  ; I can’t  assert  it. 

733d.  He  told  you  he  had  17  acres?— I counted  them,  big  and  little;  not  cows 
but  cattle. 

7337.  Do  you  say  in  the  first  list  the  names  are  put  as  the  heads  of  families? 
—Yes. 


7338.  Who  do  you  call  the  head  of  the  family  ? — The  man  of  the  house. 

7339.  Might  there  not  be  in  the  same  house  three  separate  families? — There 
might,  sure,  if  it  was  the  last  house.  I had  a search ; there  was  not  a house  there 
1 took  in  my  list. 

7340.  Is  it  uot  common  in  the  country  for  three  families,  each  having  sepa- 
rate heads,  to  live  all  together  in  the  same  house?— 1 don’t  know  auy  houses 
that  way. 

7341.  Are  there  many  houses  in  the  town  of  Liscannor  where  they  had  two 
families  with  separate  heads  in  the  same  house  ? — In  that  little  street,  that  is  a 
village  ; that  is  contrary  to  a country  place. 

7342.  Are  you  prepared  to  say  it  is  not  common  in  the  country  ? — It  is  not; 
but  it  is  in  the  towns  and  villages. 

7343-  May  there  not  be  other  heads  of  families  living  in  other  places,  besides 
those  in  the  column  of  the  same  name?— I made  an  inquiry  ; I took  it  as  exact 
as  I could  from  them  ; to  the  best  of  my  belief  there  is  no  family  but  those  1 
mentioned  to  you. 


7344.  How  many  cattle  has  Widow  Hynes?— Six. 
7345*  Who  told  you  that  ? — One  of  her  sons. 
7346.  How  many  cattle  has  Terence  M'Donough  ? 


—Three,  and  a horse. 

7347- 
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7347.  Do  you  know  if  Widow  Hynes  has  two  sons  of  the  name  of  John  ? — I 
do  not. 

7348.  Look  at  the  list  and  tell  the  Committee  whether  the  number  of  cattle 
opposite  to  the  names  of  those  persons  whom  you  have  spoken  to  is  right  ? — 
Yes,  to  the  best  of  my  belief.  That  is  all  I can  say. 

Captain  Henry  William  Gordon,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

7349.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.']  WOULD  you  refer  to  your  evidence  of  the  4th  June, 
question  6408  ; in  that  question  you  are  referred  to  a letter  of  yours,  dated  the 
25th  October  1846,  in  which  you  say,  “ I allow  no  farmers  to  be  put  upon  the 
lists  if  1 can  detect  it,  since  I consider  every  man  should  now  be  employed  upon 
his  land,  and  if  he  cannot  till  it  he  must  give  it  up  and  become  a labourer;” 
what  I want  to  know  is,  whether  you  received  any  instruction  from  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Board  of  Works,  or  of  the  Government  to  this  effect,  that  is  to  say, 
the  forcing  the  surrender  of  land  as  the  condition  of  relief? — Certainly  not. 

7350.  Have  you  seen  circulars,  issued  by  the  relief  commissioners,  dated  28th 
of  May  last,  signed,  “William  Stanley,”  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  reception 
of  relief  under  a temporary  Act  should  not  be  made  a means  of  summary  eiect- 
ment,? — It  has  been  issued  since  I came  to  town  ; I saw  it  in  the  public  papers. 

7351*  You  had  no  authority  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  make  the  surrender 
of  land  a condition  of  receiving  relief? — None  whatever;  the  Board  of  Works 
never  had  any  opportunity  of  issuing  an  order  of  the  kind  ; they  could  only  act 
under  general  instructions. 

7352.  You  had  no  instructions  to  act  upon  that  principle  which  you  stated  in 
your  letter? — I received  instructions  that  no  persons  were  to  be  placed  upon 
the  works,  unless  they  were  really  objects  of  destitution,  and  had  not  means  in 
any  way  to  support  themselves. 

73.53.  You  had  no  orders  that  the  holding  of  land  was  to  be  a cause  of  refusal 
of  relief? — I had  no  orders  to  that  effect,  until  the  reduction  of  the  20  per 
cent.,  when  all  persons  holding  10  acres  were  taken  off  the  works. 

7354.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  In  taking  off  persons  who  had  land  and  cattle,  you 
acted  upon  your  own  responsibility  ? — Entirely. 

7355-  It  was  your  own  conviction  that  persons  holding  land  in  that  way 
were  not  entitled  to  be  upon  tbe  works? — It  was  from  the  fact  that  the  landlord 
"as  willing  to  give  money  for  the  land,  he  was  entitled  to  it ; they  would  have 
the  money,  and  if  they  gave  up  the  land,  they  would  be  entitled  to  be  put  upon 
the  works. 

7356.  Are  they  to  starve,  if  he  would  not  take  the  land  ? — I have  already 
given  my  evidence,  that  if  the  landlord  refused  to  take  it  they  should  have  been 
put  upon  the  works  ; but  I never  found  an  instance  of  a landlord  not  being 
willing  to  take  the  land. 

7357-  Mr.  Solicitor  Generali]  Are  you  speaking  of  county  Clare? — Of  the 
whole  of  Ireland  that  I have  been  employed  in. 

7358.  Including  county  Clare? — Yes. 

7359.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Would  you  consideryou  would  heading  right  if  you 
got  the  parties  to  give  up  their  land  to  the  landlords,  provided  no  compensation 
were  given? — I think  all  those  points  should  have  been  discussed  by  the  relief 
committees  themselves  ; they  ought  to  have  known  the  circumstances  better  than 
myself.  If  the  man  was  a struggling  man,  who  had  done  his  best,  and  had 
tilled  his  land,  or  even  dug  it,  I think  he  should  have  received  some  relief. 

7360.  Is  not  land  the  means  of  subsistence  with  that  class  of  persons  generally 
m the  distiict  of  county  of  Clare  ? — It  would  have  been  in  ordinary  times  ; 1 con- 
sider at  the  same  time  they  had  more  land  than  they  required. 

7361.  Supposing  a person  were  to  give  up  his  land  without  compensation, 
would  he  not  be  depriving  himself  of  the  means  of  subsistence  for  himself  and 
his  family  in  after  years  ? — No ; because  I would  hope  that  tbe  landlord,  on  taking 
the  land,  would  improve  it,  and  employ  him  as  a labourer  in  doing  so. 

73h2.  What  wages  do  you  think  he  would  get,  as  a labourer,  from  the  land- 
lord ? — Wages  must  be  raised  in  Ireland,  through  the  whole  country;  and  I am 
sure  the  landlord  will  be  obliged  to  give  him  wages  sufficient  to  support  him  by 
improving  the  land. 

7363.  When  you  say  wages  must  be  raised,  it  does  not  follow  as  a necessity 
that  lie  would  obtain  wages  enough  to  maintain  himself,  and  perhaps  six  children  ? 

He  would  get  wages  from  drainage,  and  so  on. 

o-i °5-  3F3  73.64.  Do 
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7364.  Do  not  the  people  regard  the  holding  of  land  as  the  only  certain  and 
secure  means  of  subsistence? — They  do  ; but  many  hold  more  land  than  they  can 

. cultivate,  and  they  do  not  cultivate  it ; perhaps  they  cultivate  about  two  or  “three 
acres  of  it  at  the  outside. 

7365.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Are  you  aware  that  in  Ireland  the  houses  in  which 
the  tenants  live  are  generally  built  at  their  own  cost,  almost  universally  so?— 
Yes,  especially  if  the  land  is  sub-let,  because  the  landlord  would  not  wish  to  build 
them. 

7366.  Where  it  is  not  sub-let,  is  it  a universal  practice  that  the  houses  are 
built  by  the  tenants  and  not  by  the  landlords  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

7367.  Supposing  it  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  houses  are  built  by  the  tenants 
wouid  it  not  be  a very  hard  case  upon  a tenant  to  be  obliged  to  surrender  that 
land  without  compensation  ? — Certainly  it  would.  I consider  he  should  receive 
compensation;  but  it  would  depend  upon  the  tenure  that  he  held  his  land  upon. 

7368.  But  supposing  a case  of  necessity  drove  him  to  receive  temporary  relief, 
would  it  not  be  very  hard  that  that,  tenant  should  be  obliged  to  surrender  his 
farm,  unless  compensation  was  insured  to  him  ? — I think  it  would. 

. 7369.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  do  you  consider  the  cost  of  building  a house  fora 
man  holding  five  acres  of  land  ? — I cannot  say  the  cost ; they  are  generally  a very 
bad  description  of  house  through  the  whole  of  West  Clare,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  district.  The  houses  in  that  locality  are  very  neat,  but  the 
insides  are  very  poor  indeed. 

7370.  What  sort  of  cottages  are  they? — Very  neat  little  houses,  with  a kind 
of  stone  roof. 

7371.  Would  they  cost  many  pounds? — I should  .think  not. 

7372.  If  two  or  t hree  years’  rent  were  in  arrear,  which  is  a common  circum- 
stance, that  would  perhaps  be  the  full  value  of  the  house  ? — 1 think  the  rents 
are  pretty  regularly  paid.  1 do  not  think  that  many  are  three  years  in  arrear. 

7373.  Mr.  S.  Crawford .]  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — I made  inquiries 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  districts  I was  employed  in. 

7474-5.  Mr.  Solicitor-General^]  Are  you  speaking  of  West  Clare? — Yes; 
I have  written,  I think,  to  the  Government  already  about  it.  I think  the  rent  is 
paid  in  Killilagh,  generally  speaking.  I am  not  talking  of  this  year. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne , recalled  ; and  further  Examined. 

737b- 7-  Chairman.]  DID  you  address  letters  to  the  Liscannor  committee, 
dated  the  Slst  of  October  and  the  11th  of  November  1840,  which  I now  put  into 
your  hands? — I did,  sir. 

7378.  Will  you  read  them  ? — “ Ennis,  31  October  1840.  Sir  ; I beg  to  trans- 
mit herewith,  lor  the  use  of  the  committee,  a supply  of  printed  forms,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  out  lists  of  destitute  persons  to  he  employed  on  public  works. 
In  order  to  prevent  delay,  whenever  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  attend  the 
committee,  I earnestly  request  the  committee  will  send  me  as  early  as  possible 
a list  ol  such  number  of  men  as  shall  be  required  by  the  local  engineers  tor  each 
vvoi  k about  to  be  commenced,  to  enable  me  to  supply  the  requisite  number  of 
tickets,  which  will  be  the  engineer’s  authority  for  taking,  the  men  on  the  works. 
In  cases  where  the  necessity  for  immediate  employment  is  urgent,  it  is  requested 
that  the  local  engineers  may  be  at  once  furnished  with  duplicates  of  the  lists  sent 
to  me,  and  they  will  then  be  authorized  to  employ  the  men  on  those  lists  without 
waiting  for  the  issue  of  the  tickets.  In  all  such  cases,  however,  tickets  will  be 
subsequently  issued  by  me  in  compliance  with  my  instructions ; and  after  a certain 
period  the  engineers  will  not  be  authorized  to  employ  the  men  who  do  not  possess 
them.  . (signed)  E.  Wynne , Inspecting  Officer.  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief 
Committee.” 

“ Ennis,  11  Nov.  1847- — Sir;  I beg  leave  to  suggest  that,  as  there  appears  no 
necessity  for  any  longer  acting  upon  my  circular  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  all  future  lists 
or  revised  lists  must  be  forwarded  to  me,  in  order  that  I may  issue  the  Decessavy 
tickets  thereon,  (signed)  E.  Wynne , Inspecting  Officer.  To  the  Chairman  of  the 
&c.  Relief  Committee.” 

7379-  -D°  110t  the  directions  contained  in  the  second  letter  render  a compliance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  first  letter  entirely  unnecessary  ? — That  was  the  fourth 
letter  I wrote  to  the  Liscannor  committee ; the  intermediate  letters  will  explain 
what  is  meant  by  the  one  which  has  just  been  read. 

7380,  Docs 
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7380.  Does  it  not  render  the  compliance  unnecessary  with  the  first  ? — I never  r p w 
intended  that  the  system  laid  down  in  the  first  letter  should  continue  longer  than  P 3"'”e' 
was  absolutely  necessary,  because  it  was  at  variance  with  the  orders  I acted  under.  8 June  1847 

I only  adopted  that  because  there  was  no  other  course  I could  pursue. 

7381.  I observe  one  is  dated  the  31st  of  October,  and  the  other  the  11th  of 
November ; do  you  mean  to  state  the  directions  you  gave  on  the  31st  of  October 
were  intended  to  be  changed  on  the  11th  of  November  Decidedly. 

7382.  You  meant  to  change  them  ? — Yes. 

7383.  After  11  days’  performance?— I allowed  1 1 days  to  send  in  the  lists  to 
me,  and  to  enable  me  to  issue  tickets  upon  those  lists. 

7384.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  In  the  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time 
you  sent  the  second  letter,  in  your  judgment  were  the  instructions  conveyed  by 
the  second  letter  easy  to  be  carried  into  execution? — I think  so. 

7385.  And  proper? — And  proper. 

7386.  In  your  judgment,  was  it  proper  for  you  to  send  that  second  letter  at 
that  time,  and  so  to  qualify  the  former  instructions? — It  was. 

7387.  Chairman.]  Did  not  the  Liscannor  committee  comply  with  the  letter 
of  the  31st  of  October,  during  the  time  it  remained  in  force? — No,  nor  for  two 
months  afterwards. 

7388.  How  came  they  to  comply  with  it  two  months  afterwards,  when  vour 
second  letter  rendered  compliance  unnecessary? — They  never  sent  me  the  lists 
for  two  months  after  I had  written  to  them  for  them. 

73S9.  When  did  you  write  ? — The  31st  of  October. 

7390.  Two  months  afterwards  the  sending  in  of  those  papers  had  become 
unnecessary  under  your  second  letter  ? — No  ; the  second  letter  merely  referred 
to  part  of  the  first  letter,  not  to  that  part  which  called  for  the  revised  lists  to 
enable  me  to  issue  the  tickets,  but  merely  to  the  necessity  of  employing  men, 
otherwise  than  regularly,  up  to  a certain  period. 

7391.  Is  it  a fact  that  they  did  at  last  send  you  in  papers,  in  compliance  with 
the  letter  of  the  Slst  of  October,  but  not  within  the  time  they  ought  to  have  sent 
them  in  ? — In  compliance  with  part  of  that  letter. 

7392.  The  other  had  become  unnecessary? — Yes. 

7393-  Did  they  not  comply  with  the  instructions  in  your  letter  of  the  11th  of 
November? — They  did,  after  a month  and  19  days. 

7394.  How  soon  after,  in  your  opinion,  ought  they  to  have  sent  in  those  papers 
after  the  receipt  of  your  letter? — l think  they  should  have  sent  in  those  papers 
before  the  receipt  of  my  letter ; or  certainly  immediately  after,  for  if  you  read 
the  first  letter,  it  was  merely  to  provide  against  what  otherwise  would  have  been 
the  inconvenience  of  adhering  to  the  instructions,  namely,  throwing  people  out 
of  employment  for  seven,  eight,  or  nine  days,  while  I should  be  in  process  of 
issuing  tickets  to  30,000  men. 

7395-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Explain  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  difference 
between  your  first  and  second  letters  of  instruction  ? — The  object  of  the  first  letter 
was  to  avoid  the  delay  that  would  necessarily  arise  from  strict  compliance  with 
the  order  under  which  I acted  ; it  was  necessary  that  a list  should  be  sent  to  me, 
and  that  I should  revise  those  lists,  and  issue  tickets  upon  those  lists,  strictly 
speaking,  before  any  man  could  be  employed.  I found  it  would  give  rise  to  a 
great  inconvenience  arising  from  the  delay  that  was  inevitable  in  such  a process; 
and  therefore  I directed  in  my  first  letter,  “ In  order  to  prevent  delay,  in  cases 
where  the  necessity  for  immediate  employment  is  urgent,  it  is  requested  that  the 
local  engineers  may  be  at  once  furnished  with  duplicates  of  the  lists  sent  to  me, 
and  they  will  then  be  authorized  to  employ  the  men  on  those  lists  without  waiting 
for  the  issuing  of  the  tickets.”  That  is  precisely  what  I have  been  stating.  The 
only  effect  of  the  second  letter  is,  to  annul  that  part  of  my  former  letter  which 
authorized  the  engineer  to  employ  the  men  for  a limited  period  without,  my  sig- 
nature, or  my  tickets,  or  my  authority. 

739^-  Chairman.]  Although  you  understand  the  object  of  annulling  so  much 
° u (?rraer  and  perfectly  understand  the  intention  of  writing  both  letters, 
and  believe  yourself  justified  in  so  doing,  do  you  not  think  the  letters  containing 
that  sort  of  contrary  instructions  would  be  very  likely  to  mislead,  and  render  it 
difficult  for  the  members  of  the  committee  to  act  in  compliance  with  those 
letters?— I really  cannot  say;  if  there  was  anything  contradictory  in  the  letters, 

1 think  it  might,  but  I cannot  see  anything;  my  second  letter  merely  annuls 
part  of  my  former  letter,  which  authorized  a mode  of  employment  contrary,  to, 

°-l05-  j f 4 and 
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Capt  E.  Wynne,  arid  at  variance  with,  the  directions  under  which  I was  acting,  and  which  I felt 
justified  in  at  the  time,  and  under  the  circumstances. 

8 June  1847.  7397.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Was  it  your  feeling  that  there  was  any  less  pressure  at 

the  date  of  your  second  letter,  than  in  the  first  instance  r — No  ; it  was,  that  suffi- 
cient time  had  elapsed  to  enable  the  committees  to  have  sent  me  in  the  lists 
and  to  have  received  tickets  for  the  employment  of  men ; and  one  reason  for 
writing  this  second  letter  was,  that  I found  very  little  exertions  were  being 
made  by  the  committees,  and  I conceived  this  would  oblige  them  to  meet, 
and  to  make  out  their  lists. 

7398.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Upon  consideration,  are  you  still  of  opinion 
it  was  right  to  send  out  the  second  letter? — Decidedly;  it  is  the  fourth  or  fifth 
letter  that  I sent  to  the  committee;  it  was  the  fifth  letter  up  to  the  11th  No- 
vember. 

7399.  Chairman.]  May  not  so  many  letters  have  confused  them? — I think  if 
you  read  them  they  are  clear,  and  not  at  all  likely  to  confuse  the  committee,  who 
were  intelligent  men.  I should  wish  to  put  in  three  of  the  letters. 

[The  following  Letters  were  put  in,  and  read: J 

Sir,  Ennis,  1 November  1846. 

I have  the  honour  to  request,  that  should  any  complaints  of  irregularity  or  want  of 
punctuality  in  the  paying  of  the  labourers  on  the  public  works  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
your  committee,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  them  to  me,  when  immediate 
inquiries  shall  be  instituted  into  the  cause. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the,  &c.  Relief  Committee. 

Sir,  Ennis,  November  1846. 

H av  e the  kindness  to  inform  the  relief  committee,  that  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  be  found 
possible  l am  anxious  to  be  present  at  its  meetings,  and  shall  thank,  you  to  give  notice  of 
such  meeting  to  me,  particularly  when  the  committee  may  wish  for  my  services. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the,  &c.  Relief  Committee. 

Sir,  Ennis,  6 November  1846. 

As  great  inconvenience,  and,  in  some  cases,  serious  breaches  of  the  peace  have  arisen,  in 
consequence  of  relief  committees  placing  a greater  number  of  names  on  the  list  than  the  local 
engineer  is  enabled  to  put  on  the  works,  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  that  in  future  your 
lists  should  be  limited  to  the  numbers  that  that  officer  shall  state  his  ability  to  employ,  and 
that  your  signature  should  in  every  case  be  affixed  thereto. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the,  8tc.  Relief  Committee. 

7400.  Mr.  S.  Crawfo?'d.]  If  I refer  to  the  first  paragraph  in  your  letter  of  the 
11th  November,  you  say,  “ I beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  as  there  appears  no 
necessity  for  any  longer  acting  upon  my  circular  of  the  31st  ultimo;”  would  not 
that  first  paragraph  have  the  effect  of  withdrawing  the  whole  of  your  former 
circular  ; would  not  that  be  the  inference  ? — I do  not  know.  I think,  perhaps, 
that  construction  might  be  put  upon  it ; but  I do  not  think,  unless  the  reader 
were  disposed  to  put  a construction  upon  it  that  was  not  intended,  that  he  would 
put  that  construction  upon  it.  I think  it  may  admit  of  that  construction. 

7401.  Mr.  JBellew.]  In  your  letter  of  the  31st  October,  was  not  the  deviation 

you  admitted,  from  the  strict  rule,  intended  to  prevent  a delay  in  putting  men,  ui 
the  first  instance,  on  the  works  ? — It  was.  , 

7402.  That  cause  did  not  exist  on  the  llth  November? — No  ; I considere 

sufficient  time  had  elapsed,  and  such  a time  as  would  not  warrant  me  any  longer 
in  not  requiring  the  fixed  rules  of  the  Bond  to  be  complied  with  ; it  was  upon 
my  own  responsibility  that  I deviated  from  those  instructions,  and  from  the  ne- 
cessity I felt  for  doing  so.  ? 

7403.  Chairman.]  Did  you  write  another  letter  on  the  23d  November  1846  .— 
Yes  ; that  is  the  seventh  letter. 

[ The  following  Letter  was  put  in,  and  read :] 

Sir,  Ennis,  23  November  1846. 

I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  committee  to  the  necessity  that  exists  W 
immediate  and  effectual  revision  of  recommendation  lists,  with  a view  to  removing  tne 
from  the  names  of  persons  not  in  present  need,  and  thereby  enabling  your  committee 
extend  relief  to  such  of  the  really  destitute  as  have  hitherto  been  overlooked.  jt 
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It  is  most  desirable  that  the  proceedings  of  relief  committees  should  be  directed  with  Capt.  E.  Wynne. 

such  regard  to  economy  as  would  preclude  the  necessity  of  withholding  relief  from  any  _! 1 

individual  in  undoubted  destitution.  g jMe  ]g  _ 

With  this  view  I would  recommend  that  in  no  case  a greater  number  be  recommended 
from  any  one  family  than  two,  and  not  more  than  one  unless  the  family  exceed  six,  and  are 
wholly  dependent  on  labour  for  their  subsistence. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the,  &c.  Relief  Committee. 

7404.  Did  you  receive,  in  answer  to  that,  a letter  enclosing  a resolution  of 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  dated  25  November  1846? — Yes. 

7405.  Is  this  the  resolution : “ Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  25  November 
1846.  At  a meeting  of  the  committee,  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq. 
m.p.  in  the  chair. — The  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  23d  instant,  calling 
on  the  committee  to  revise  their  labour  lists,  having  been  read,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed  : * That  our  chairman  do  inform  Mr.  Wynne 
that  the  lists  of  the  persons  employed  on  the  several  works  now  in  process 
in  these  parishes,  have  been  prepared  after  the  closest  examination,  and  that 
none  were  put  on  save  members  of  families  in  absolute  destitution.  And  fur- 
ther, that  the  committee  were  not  enabled  to  place  more  than  one  person  out  of 
each  family  on  the  lists,  save  in  a few  cases,  where  the  number  of  the  families 
exceeded  ten  ; and  that  there  are  still  a large  number  of  equally  large  families, 
from  whom  a second  person  cannot  be  admitted,  and  that  there  are  several 
families  in  each  parish  who  have  not  as  yet  even  the  advantages  of  one  man’s 
wages,  although  in  equal  destitution  with  those  employed.’  ” And  does  not  that 
on  the  face  of  it,  if  the  statement  be  correct,  show  a compliance  with  the  terms 
of  your  letter? — Most  decidedly. 

7406.  Did  you  inquire  whether  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  accurate,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  a compliance  ? — I took  it  for  granted  at  the  time  I received  it,  that 
it  was  a true  statement. 

7407.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  That  the  lists  had  been  prepared  after  the 
closest  examination  ? — Y’es;  it  was  accompanied  by  a private  letter  from  Mr. 

O’Brien,  apologising  for  not  sending  the  lists  to  me,  and  stating  they  were  in 
such  a state  that  nobody  but  the  person  who  made  them  out  could  understand 
them. 

7408.  Have  you  that  letter  ? — I have. 

7409.  Produce  it  ? — This  is  it : 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  25  November  1846, 

I trust  you  will  consider  the  resolution  which  accompanies  this  a sufficient  reply  to  your 
letter.  In  consequence  of  the  various  changes  made  in  the  several  lists,  they  would  appear 
unintelligible  to  you  or  to  any  person,  save  those  who  made  the  alterations.  I shall,  there- 
fore, with  your  concurrence,  make  out  new  lists  ; but  I apprehend,  that  in  consequence  of 
persons  constantly  absenting  themselves  from  the  works,  the  new  lists  will  be  shortly  in  the 
same  state. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Edmund  Wynne,  Esq.  Corn.  O’Brien. 

7410.  Chairman.]  Would  you  not  suppose  from  that,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was 
doing  everything  he  could  to  comply  with  your  instructions  and  give  you  assist- 
ance ? — Decidedly. 

74U-  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  it  was  not  the  fact? — I have,  I think, 
good  reason  to  know  those  lists  were  not  what  they  are  represented  to  be. 

7412  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  do  you  mean  by  “what  they  are  repre- 
sented to  be  ” ? — They  are  stated  to  be  made  out  after  the  closest  examination, 
aud  only  to  contain  persons  in  absolute  destitution. 

7413*  Did  you  find,  in  point  of  fact,  when  you  looked  into  the  lists,  that  they 
had  been  prepared  after  the  closest  investigation  ? — I found,  when  I received  the 
lists,  and  upon  examination,  that  was  not  the  case. 

7414.  When  did  you  examine  them  ? — I did  not  examine  them  till  lately. 

7415-  When? — The  4th  or  5th  March. 

74i6.  You  say  you  found  that  was  not  the  case;  what  do  you  mean  by 
that  r — Instead  of  the  lists  being  limited  to  the  persons  in  absolute  destitution, 

•they  contained  the  names  of  very  comfortable  persons ; and  instead  of  their  being 
limited  to  one  of  a family,  except  that  family  exceeded  ten,  there  were.  t\yo  and 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne. 
8 June  1847. 


three  from  families  of  six.  That  is  what  I mean  by  their  not  being  in  conformity 
with  the  description  given  in  Mr.  O’Brien's  letter. 

7417  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  that  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  in- 
quiries made  by  yourself? — It  was  clearly  proved  to  me  at  Ennis,  upon  the 
investigation  ; upon  being  called  upon  by  the  Board  to  make  inquiries  as  to  my 
statement. 

741 8.  Who  proved  it  to  you  ? — Several  officers  employed  under  the  Board  of 
Works  there. 

7419.  Your  own  servants? — Not  my  own  servants. 

7420.  The  servants  of  the  Board? — I had  the  assistance  of  Captain  Gordon 
and  Mr.  Gamble,  and  the  local  engineers  ; and  they  proved  to  me  that  it  was 
the  fact. 

7421.  Officers  and  servants  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes. 

7422.  You  did  not  make  inquiries  yourself? — Not  at  that  time  ; I received 
the  lists,  and  acted  upon  the  information  contained  in  those  lists,  and  issued  my 
tickets. 

7423.  Did  you  ever  make  inquiries  yourself,  excepting  through  the  medium 
of  other  officers  or  servants  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — I did,  on  every  occasion 
when  I had  an  opportunity. 

7424.  Mention  any  place  where  you  did  make  inquiries  ?— As  to  the  district 
generally? 

7425.  I am  speaking  of  this  list? — No,  not  as  regards  this  list. 

7426.  I am  speaking  of  those  lists  to  which  that  letter  referred  ? — No,  not  as 
to  those. 

7427.  Can  any  of  the  witnesses  state  the  particulars  or  inquiries  as  to  any  of 
those  lists? — You  have  them  before  you  ; Carhuduff  is  one  of  them. 

7428.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  might 
not  have  been  misled  by  the  parties’  own  representations,  when  they  called  for 
relief? — I have  not;  I think  there  was  no  reason  ; I never  received  that  as  an 
excuse  or  reason  for  incorrect  information.  I know  I constantly  stated  in  com- 
mittee, that  no  man  was  to  be  put  upon  the  lists  unless  some  member  of  that 
committee  could  vouch  for  bis  destitution. 

7429.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  made  no  objection  to  those  lists  until  you  com- 
menced an  inquiry  into  them  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Works? — In  March. 

7430.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Did  you  intimate  to  the  committee  at  Liscannor,  that 
you  intended  to  enter  into  this  investigation,  previously  to  doing  so? — No,  never. 
I acted  upon  information  I received  upon  these  lists ; there  was  nothing  upon 
these  lists  that  was  primd  facie  evidence  of  the  ineligibility  of  the  persons  whose 
names  appeared  upon  them,  and  I sanctioned  the  employment  of  those  persons 
in  the  first  instance. 

7431.  Chairman.]  On  the  17th  of  December  did  you  apply  to  the  Liscannor 
committee,  and  request  to  be  furnished  with  lists  of  people  then  on  the  works, 
and  with  the  supplementary  list  stating  the  names  of  applicants  for  further 
relief? — I did  for  the  list  of  those  on  the  works,  but  not  for  the  supplementary 
lists. 

7432.  How  soon  after  did  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  send  you  those 
documents  for  which  you  applied? — On  the  Slst  of  that  month. 

7433-  Your  application  being  on  the  17th? — Yes. 

7434.  Was  not  that  a reasonable  time  to  allow  them  to  make  the  inquiries,  and 
to  send  in  the  lists  to  you  ? — If  that  had  been  the  first  application  I think  it 
would;  but  it  was  the  9th  or  10th,  I think. 

7435-  Does  not  the  resolution  which  has  been  read  explain  the  difficulty  the 
committee  were  under,  and  show  that  they  could  not  easily  have  sent  you  the 
papers  sooner  ? — It  was  not  at  all  satisfactory  to  me  as  an  excuse  for  not  sending 
them. 

7436.  How  many  applications  did  you  make  for  the  particular  lists  in 
question,  before  the  personal  application  of  the  17th  December,  to  be  furnished 
with  a list  of  men  on  the  works,  and  a supplementary  list  of  those  requiring 
relief? — I cannot  exactly  say  the  number ; but  I have  four  letters  directly  bearing 
upon  that  subject. 

7437-  What  is  the  date  of  the  first  ? — The  31st  of  October. 

7438.  Did  that  contain  the  application  for  a supplementary  list,  stating  the 
najnes  of  applicants  for  further  relief?— No;  I never  made  any  application  for 
supplementary  lists. 

7439.  The 
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7439-  The  applications  to  which  you  have  alluded  did  not  demand  information 
as  to  the  second  part  of  the  application  made  personally ; namely,  the  supple- 
mentary list? — No ; I never  made,  either  by  letter  or  personally,  any  application 
for  n supplementary  list. 

7440.  Did  you  not,  on  the  17th  of  December,  make  application  for  a sup- 
plementary list? — No,  nothing  of  the  sort. 

7441.  You  never  applied  for  any  supplementary  list;  and  your  previous  answers 
were  given  under  a misapprehension,  and  you  meant  them  to  apply  to  lists  of 
people  first  on  the  works? — Yes,  the  two  questions  were  mixed  together. 

7442.  In  the  conclusion  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  November,  I see  this 
expression:  “With  this  view  I would  recommend,  that  in  no  case  a greater 
number  be  recommended  from  any  one  family  than  two,  and  not  more  than 
one  unless  the  family  exceed  six,  and  is  wholly  dependent  on  labour  for  subsis- 
tence.” Would  not  that  induce  the  relief  committee  to  send  a supplementary 
list  containing  such  persons  ? — I cannot  see  that  it  would. 

7443.  Would  they  have  had  authority,  excepting  for  that  expression,  t.o  send 
in  two  in  a family  on  the  original  lists? — I do  not  think  they  would. 

7444.  They  would  have  had  no  authority  to  do  it? — I should  think  not. 

7443.  Might  not  that  expression  of  recommendation  on  your  part,  as  to  sending 

in  two  in  particular  cases,  be  fairly  considered  by  them  as  an  application  from  you 
for  a supplementary  list  ? — I cannot  think  it  would. 

7446.  If  they  had  no  authority  to  send  in  those  persons  before  this  letter,  and 
had  authority  under  this  letter  to  send  them  in,  would  not  that  be  considered  a 
supplementary  list?— There  was  no  original  list  outstanding  at  the  time;  they 
had  never  sent  in  an  original  list. 

7447.  Supposing  the  original  list  had  been  made  up,  would  not  this  be  reason- 
ably construed  by  the  relief  committee  to  be  an  application  for  a second  or  sup- 
plementary list,  distinct  from  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  first? — I cannot  take 
that  view  of  it ; on  the  contrary,  I think  the  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  it  is  with 
a view  to  decrease  rather  than  to  increase  the  number  of  men  employed;  at  the 
time  1 was  under  the  impression  there  was  too  great  a number  employed,  and  it 
was  with  a view  of  decreasing  the  number  employed,  and  leaving  room  for  the 
destitute  to  take  their  places,  that  I wrote  that  letter. 

7448.  Does  not  that  refer  more  to  the  necessity  of  revising  lists  than  of  this 
class  of  persons  whom  you  mentioned  might  be  put  on  ?— I think  so  ; but  in  the 
first  clause  of  that  letter  I say,  “ I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  your  com- 
mittee to  the  necessity  that  exists  for  the  immediate  and  effectual  revision  of 
recommendation  lists,  with  a view  to  removing  therefrom  the  names  of  persons 
not  in  present  need,  and  thereby  enabling  your  committee  to  extend  relief  to  such 
of  the  really  destitute  as  have  hitherto  been  overlooked.” 

7449.  If  they  had  no  authority  in  the  original  lists,  and  before  the  receipt  of 
this  letter,  to  put  on  two  in  a family,  if  they  sent  you  an  original  list  would  not 
this  call  for  a supplementary  list? — I can  only  give  ail  opinion  ; I cannot  see  that 
it  would ; it  certainly  was  not  my  intention. 

745°-  Had  not  Captain  Baillie  attended  and  checked  the  original  list  before 
the  date  of  this  letter  ? — I never  knew  anything  of  it. 

7451-  You  know  now? — I have  heard  it  since  1 came  to  this  Committee. 
I only  heard  from  Mr.  O’Brien. that  Captain  Baillie  attended;  my  belief  is  he 
never  saw  the  lists. 

7452-  Did  you  receive  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Liscannor  committee, 
dated  the  5th  of  January  184*7,  inclosing  some  lists? — I did. 

7453-  Will  you  read  it? — \The  following  was  put  in  and  read :] 


Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  Committee  Room, 
Sir,  5 January  1847. 

I beg  leave  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Captain  Wynne,  that  the  committee  were  not 
aware,  until  I received  his  letter  of  the  1st,  that  their  communications  should  have  been 
™ade  through  you,  as  his  secretary.  I now  send  the  supplementary  lists  required  by  Mr. 
Table’s  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  the  chairman,  and  I have  to  add  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  unless  the  additional  men  required  are  forthwith  employed, 
starvation  will  be  the  immediate  and  inevitable  consequence. 

t am  further  directed  to  state,  that  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  considering  the 
pnce  of  bread  stuffs,  the  hire  of  three  men  would  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  families 
thCeeu'nf3  eight  in  number,  though  the  list  is  Confined  to  two.  I have  also  to  observe, 
at  the  list  does  not  refer  to  single  men  or  servant  boys,  of  whom  there  are  now  unem- 
P °yed  a large  number,  nor  to  widows  with  young  children  unable  to  work.  Neither  does 
0.105.  3 G 2 the 
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the  list  include  a number  of  families  at  present  considered  to  be  in  comparatively  com- 
fortable circumstances,  but  who  the  committee  apprehend  will  be  shortly  reduced  to  a state 
of  destitution. 

7454.  Did  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  send  you  their  resolution  of  the 
10th  of  January,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  their  secretary,  with  a schedule, 
specifying  the  errors  you  alluded  to? — They  did. 

7455.  Is  this  the  letter:  “ Committee-room,  Liscannor,  10th  January  1847.— 
Sir ; I request  you  will  lay  the  inclosed  resolutions  before  Captain  Wynne, 
together  with  the  paper  in  which  the  errors  referred  to  in  the  first  resolution  are 
specified.  I also  beg  to  state,  for  Captain  Wynne’s  consideration,  that  in  the 
supplementary  list  furnished  to  him,  the  names  of  the  heads  of  families  were 
given  in  every  instance,  as  appears  from  the  fact  of  several  widows  being  included 
in  it;  that  some  of  those  heads  of  families  are  already  on  the  work  lists;  and 
that  others  of  them  are  unable  to  work,  but  all  have  sons,  able-bodied  men. 
Mr.  Galway  has  stated  to  the  committee  that  he  can  take  no  person  on  the 
work  but  those  whose  names  are  on  the  additional  list.  You  will  see,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  this  regulation,  as,  where 
two  men  from  one  family  are  given,  a son  must  represent  the  father  in  every 
such  case.  The  committee  hope  that  Captain  Wynne  will  give  Mr.  Galway 
immediate  instructions  upon  this  subject,  so  as  to  allow  the  poor  people  to  be 
set  to  work  at  once.”  ? — It  is. 

7456.  Are  these  the  resolutions  that  accompanied  it:  “At  a meeting  of  the 
committee  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m. p.  in  the  chair;  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  passed.  The  secretary  having  read  the  list  for  additional 
men  furnished  by  Captain  Wynne,  and  having  compared  same  with  supplemen- 
tary list  furnished  to  him,  and  it  appearing  that  said  list  of  additional  men  was 
not  made  out  in  conformity  with  the  requisition  of  this  committee,  and  that 
though  it  does  not  afford  half  the  number  of  men  required,  it  does,  in  some 
instances,  give  more  than  the  number  suggested  by  this  committee;  it  is  there- 
fore resolved,  that  our  secretary  do  point  out  the  errors  alluded  to,  and  suggest  to 
Captain  Wynne  the  names  of  persons  to  be  substituted.  And  it  is  further 
resolved,  that  he  do  convey  to  Captain  Wynne  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
inasmuch  as  he  has  not  considered  it  fit  to  grant  the  entire  number  of  men  con- 
tained in  the  supplementary  list,  the  selection  of  the  fittest  objects  should  have 
been  left  to  them,  as  being  better  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  conditions  of  the 
people.  Resolved,  that  our  secretary  do  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  Captain 
Wynne,  that  the  necessity  of  applying  to  him  in  the  event  of  vacancies  from  time 
to  time,  or  where  it  may  become  necessary  to  remove  men  from  one  work  to 
another  for  the  advantage  of  the  labourers,  will  be  attended  with  delay  and  trouble 
in  respect  to  matters  in  which  the  committee  may  be  allowed,  with  great  safety, 
to  exercise  their  discretion  ” ? — Yes. 

7457-  E)id  your  secretary  write  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  10th  of  January, 
dated  the  11th? — He  did. 

7458.  Is  this  it:  “Ennis,  11  January  1847- — Sir;  I acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours  of  yesterday’s  date,  and  hasten  to  reply  that  Captain  Wynne  has  left 
this,  on  yesterday,  for  Miltown  Maltby,  on  official  business,  whose  return  is  not 
expected  for  a few  days,  but  I have  had  his  instructions  and  opinion  on  similar 
occasions,  which  are  as  follows  : that  he  will  not  sanction  the  employment  of  any 
person  on  It.  works,  under  his  control,  whose  name  is  not  given,  together  with 
the  necessary  information  required  in  the  recommendation  sheets,  with  which 
committees  are  furnished  for  that  purpose  ; neither  is  he  disposed  to  sanction  the 
employment  of  a third  person  in  any  family  ” ? — Exactly. 

7459-  Was  that  the  only  notice  you  took? — I saw  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  1 ltn, 
at  Ennis,  and  I made  an  explanation  which  appeared  satisfactory. 

7460.  Did  you  take  any  other  notice  excepting  that  answer  by  your  secretaiv  < 

7461.  Was  the  reason  of  that,  that  you  had  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  0 Bi'ien, 
and  that  that  was  satisfactory  to  him?— Yes.  I never  saw  those  resolutions  till 
three  or  four  days  after  I had  met  and  conversed  with  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the 
subject. 

7462.  Did  you  receive  the  resolutions  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  the 
I4th  of  January,  enclosed  in  a letter  from  the  secretary  ? — I did. 

7463.  “ 14th  January  1847.  At  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee held  this  day,  John  Macnamara,  esq.  j.  p.  in  the  chair,  the  following 

resolutions 
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resolutions  were  passed  : £ Viewing  as  we  do  with  alarm  the  fearful  extent  of  the 
present  calamity,  and  the  rapid  increase  of  destitution  that  has  brought  the 
population  of  this  district  to  the  very  verge  of  famine,  many  of  whom  are  linking 
silent  victims  beneath  its  pressure,  the  resources  of  the  small  farmers  bein» 
entirely  exhausted,  the  grain  consumed,  even  to  the  very  seed,  and  numbers 
being  daily  disposing  of  their  few  heads  of  cattie,  many  having  even  sold  their 
only  remaining  cow,  all  of  which  they  have  now  consumed,  are  consequently 
left  without  any  other  resource  under  Heaven  to  save  themselves  and  families 
from  starvation,  except  their  earning  on  the  public  works.  The  price  of  food 
now  runs  so  high  that  the  earnings  of  one  man  is  not  sufficient  to  support  three 
in  family ; nor  consequently  is  the  earning  of  three  men  adequate  to  support  a 
family  of  eight.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  a deputation  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing members  of  the  committee,  viz.  John  Macnamara,  esq.  j.  p.  (our  chair- 
man,) the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p.,  and  James  O’Gorman,  esq.,  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  Captain  Wynne,  and  press  upon  him  the  urgent  necessity  of  orantino- 
the  entire  number  of  men  on  the  supplementary  list  furnished  to  him  by  this 
committee  on  the  5th  instant,  together  with  the  few  names  herewith  forwarded, 
which,  from  haste  in  preparing  the  list  were  unavoidably  omitted;  and  further* 
that  the  deputation  do  again  express  to  him  our  decided  opinion,  that  unless* 
three  persons  are  employed  from  every  family  consisting  of  eight  and  upwards, 
starvation,  pestilence,  and  death  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  That 
our  secretary  be  directed  to  forward  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
Captain  Wynne,  and  ascertain  from  him  when  it  will  be  his  convenience  to 
receive  our  deputation.  Jno.  Macnamara , Chairman.”  “ Committee  Rooms 
Liscannor,  14  January  1847.  Sir  ; I beg  you  will  lay  the  accompanying  reso- 
lutions before  Captain  Wynne,  and  communicate  to  me  his  answer  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.”  Did  you  receive  that? — Yes. 

7464.  Did  you,  on  the  23d  of  January,  write  an  answer  to  that  letter? — Mr. 
Pratt  did. 

7465.  Sent  by  you  ? — Sent  by  me. 

7466.  Did  you  give  him  a memorandum,  to  form  the  answer  to  that  letter 
-I  did. 

7467.  Did  he  write,  and  did  you  sign  the  letter  of  the  23d  of  January  ? — 
Yes. 

7468.  “ Sir ; In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  I beg  leave 
to  state,  that  I shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to  attend  to  any  members  of  the  Liscan- 
nor relief  committee  whenever  I shall  be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  them.”  Was 
that  the  letter  that  was  written  ? — Yes. 

7469.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  country  at  the  time? — I do  not  know. 

7470.  Was  that  the  only  answer  and  the  only  notice  you  took  of  the  previous 
communication  ? — That  was  the  only  notice.  It  had  reference  to  the  subject  upon 
which  I had  spoken  to  Mr.  O’Brien  two  or  three  days  before ; no  further  circum- 
stances had  taken  place. 

747 1 - When  did  you  speak  to  Mr.  O’Brien? — I think  it  was  the  11th. 

7472.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  left  the  country  at  the  time 
that  letter  was  received  by  the  committee  ? — No,  I do  not;  if  I had  written  that, 
I should  not  have  couched  it  exactly  in  the  same  terms ; but  I wrote  a memo- 
randum, directing  Mr.  Pratt  to  state,  I would  be  very  happy,  when  I was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  be  at  home,  to  meet  any  members  of  the  committee,  but  I could 
not  possibly  appoint  a day,  as  I was  engaged  in  different  parts  of  the  district 
every  day  in  the  week,  as  the  local  papers  of  that  date  will  show. 

7473-  Do  you  not  think  the  terms  in  which  your  secretary  had  written  the 
etter  founded  upon  your  memorandum,  rather  short? — 1 think  they  are  rather 
snort;  I think  he  went  too  close  to  the  letter  of  my  memorandum, 
it  is^^'  ^ *S  n0t  S°  courteous  as  y°u  lia(l  written  it  yourself? — I do  not  think 

7475-  Do  you  not  know  that  the  relief  committee  unfortunately  took  offence 
f fhe  shortness,  and  what  they  termed  the  uncourteous  style  of  that  letter? — I 
i a 5e.as?n  to  suPP°se  they  did.  I do  not  approve,  by  any  meaus,  of  the  terms 
n which  it  is  written,  but  I think  they  might  make  some  allowance  for  the  writer. 

0 nat  think  there  is  anything  offensive  in  the  letter. 

7476.  On  a calm  consideration  of  these  resolutions  of  the  Liscannor  relief 
mrmttee,  and  of  the  letters  addressed  to  you,  accompanying  those  resolutions,  do 
)ou  not  think  that  the  relief  committee  intended,  to  the  best  of  their  means,  to 

,105-  3 g 3 co-operate 
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co-operate  with  you,  and  give  you  assistance  ? — If  I am  asked  my  opinion,  I must 
say  I do  not  think  they  did. 

'7477.  State,  as  short  as  you  can,  why  you  think  they  did  not? — Because  thev 
did  what  a great  many  others  did  in  the  country,  they  met  and  wrote  out  re- 
solutions, and  wrote  out  lists,  and  did  nothing  else,  and  sent  them  to  me.  That  I 
do  not  consider  co-operating  with  me ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  throwing  very  great 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  my  way. 

7478.  That  was  a common  practice? — A common  practice. 

7479.  If  they  acted  up  to  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  resolutions,  would  you 
not  then  have  thought  they  had  fairly  co-operated  with  you  in  that  respect?— 
I cannot  say  that ; they  merely  make  statements ; they  do  not  say  they  have 
done  anything,  or  that  they  are  about  to  do  anything ; they  merely  make  state- 
ments, which  I considered  was  an  exaggeration  of  the  real  state  of  the  neces- 
sities of  the  people. 

7480.  If  that  was  your  opinion,  why  did  you  not  attend  the  committee  your- 
self upon  those  letters,  and  endeavour  to  put  them  in  the  right  way,  and  to  get 
their  co-operation  more  correctly  r — The  reason  was,  it  was  out  of  my  power ; 
it  was  physically  impossible  : I was  on  the  move  every  day  of  my  life,  some- 
where or  other;  it  was  utterly  impossible  I could  do  more. 

7481.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Do  you  consider  it  was  the  duty  of  the  relief 
committees  to  carry  into  execution  those  resolutions  of  theirs? — i do. 

7482.  Did  you  find,  instead  of  their  doing  that,  they  put  upon  the  Govern- 
ment officers  to  do  things  that  they  themselves  ought  to  have  done? — I think 
they  did  not  only  that,  but  they  put  upon  us  what  was  utterly  impossible  for 
us  to  do. 

7483.  Chairman .]  Did  you  not,  at  some  of  the  meetings  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees, use  strong  and  offensive  language  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  ?— In  my 
opinion  I never  did,  either  to  him  or  to  anybody  else. 

7484.  Did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  attend  any  meetings  at  which  you  were 
present  ? — He  did,  at  Corofin. 

7485.  What  is  he  ? — The  parish  priest  of  Inagh. 

7486.  You  had  a conversation  with  him  at  those  meetings?— He  joined  in 
the  discussions. 

7487.  Did  you  address  observations  personally  to  him? — Merely  as  regarded 
my  duty. 

7488.  Did  you  use  any  offensive  or  strong  language  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  r— 
I am  not  aware  I ever  did;  indeed,  I am  quite  certain  I never  did.  I think  I 
recollect  the  strongest  expression  I ever  made  use  of  to  Mr.  Quin,  and  you  may 
be  able  to  judge  from  that  whether  it  was  violent  or  not ; it  was  a case  of  a pauper 
at  Corofin,  on  the  26th  November ; the  question  arose,  whether  one  man,  who 
was  proved  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances,  should  be  put  off,  and  another 
man,  proved  to  be  in  very  uncomfortable  circumstances,  put  on  : he  stated  that 
he  would  not  allow  the  man  to  be  put  off;  he  did  not  state  be  would  prevent 
the  other  man  being  put  on,  but  lie  stated  that  the  man  who  was  comfortable 
should  not  be  put  off,  and  I stepped  forward,  and  said  I should  be  called  upon,  if 
he  continued  his  opposition,  to  exercise  my  official  authority,  and  put  him  off. 

7489.  Did  Mr.  Knox,  the  proprietor  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  or  his  reporter, 
go  with  you  about  the  country  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  relief  committees? 

He  attended  the  committees,  but  never  went  with  me. 

7490.  Did  he  go  by  your  desire? — No. 

7491*  Do  you  know  who  paid  him  for  going?— I believe  Mr.  Knox. 

7492*  Do  you  know  who  paid  Mr.  Knox?— I do  not  know. 

7493*  Do  you  know  whether  the  Board  of  Works,  so  far  as  you  have  any 
reason  to  know  it,  paid  this  gentleman? — I am  sure  they  never  gave  one  single 
shilling,  directly  or  indirectly.  I subscribed  half  a year  for  his  newspaper,  I think 
15  That  is  all  the  money  he  ever  got  from  me. 

7494-  Did  Mr.  Knox  hold  a situation  under  the  Board  of  Works  ?— I under- 
stand he  holds  a situation  since  then  as  paymaster. 

7495.  Was  lie  Fergus  paymaster  before?— He  had  no  situation  when  I was  in 

the  country. 

7496.  At  page  291  of  the  blue  book  you  state  you  had  only  met  two  Pro- 
testant clergyman  in  your  entire  district? — I do. 

7497.  Is  that  correct  ?—  Up  to  that  time  1 am  not  aware  that  I ever  met  any 
more. 

7498.  Have 
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7498.  Have  you  met  many  of  them  since?— Indeed  not  many. 

7499.  Have  you  met  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  C 1 ? J have. 

7500.  And  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Kildersit  ? — Yes. 

7501.  And  the  Reverend  Mr.  Martin  Bennet  of  Knock? — Yes. 

7502.  And  the  Reverend  Mr.  Ward  of  Kilmealy  ?•— Never  when  I was  in  the 
district ; I met  him  once  at  a relief  committee  since  I left  the  district. 

7503.  '1  he  Reverend  Mr.  Bolton? — I have  met  him. 

7504.  Those  appear  to  be  more  Protestant  clergymen  than  you  mentioned  in  a 
former  part  of  your  examination  ; was  that  intended  to  apply  only  to  a date  ante- 
cedent to  your  letter  ? — Up  to  the  date  of  my  letter. 

7505.  Those  you  recollect  having  met  since? — Yes. 

7506.  May  there  have  been  more  Protestant  clergymen  attending  some  of  the 
meetings,  whose  names  you  do  not  recollect?— Yes.  I may  further  state,  I had 
not  the  slightest  intention,  and  never  had,  to  throw  any  imputation  upon  the  Pro- 
testant clergymen,  or  any  other  clergymen. 

7507.  Will  you  refer  to  your  answers,  1258  to  1268,  and  look  to  “ The  Clare 
Journal”  of  the  31st  December,  you  see  there  a letter  purporting  to  be  from  Mr. 
Westiopp  ? — Yes. 

7508/  Will  you  read  that  part  marked  at  the  side?— “ I take  the  whole  respon- 
sibility of  it  to  myself,  and  now  seeing  that  the  men  who  made  that  complaint  to 
me,  could  not,  or  would  not,  substantiate  it,  when  they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so,  I hesitate  not  to  express  my  more  than  regret  at  the  whole  transaction,  and  to 
say,  I consider  the  charge  wholly  groundless.” 

7509.  Did  you  see  that  before  it  was  printed? — No,  I did  not. 

7510.  Did  you  see  the  letter  before  or  after;  did  it  come  to  your  office? — 

I am  not  aware  ; it  might,  but  I have  no  recollection. 

7511.  Does  it  appear  in  the  letter  to  have  reference  to  the  Liscannor  investi- 
gation ? — I think  from  what  it  says,  it  does. 

7513.  It  has  been  stated  before  that  1,800  persons  were  removed  from  the 
works  at  Inchiquin  ; do  you  know  if  they  had  been  put  on  by  the  committee  ? — 
Upon  inquiry  made,  I have  ascertained  that  no  man  was  put  on  except  at  the 
instance  of  the  committee,  or  a member  or  members  of  the  committee. 

751 3*  Can  you  produce  any  lists  from  these  committees  to  show  that  the 
names  were  put  on  by  the  committee  ? — I can ; a few  that  I picked  up. 

75]4-  A few  you  picked  up? — A few  that  have  been  furnished  to  me  from 
time  to  time. 

75t5-  What  did  you  mean  by  a few  that  had  been  picked  up? — Furnished  to 
me  by  the  check  clerks  and  stewards,  and  officers  on  the  works  upon  which  the 
men  were  employed. 

75 '6.  Do  you  mean  lists  that  came  to  your  hands  in  some  other  way,  which 
were  never  furnished  to  you  from  the  proper  authorities? — Never  within  the 
time  previous  to  the  revision.  Some  of  them  came  to  me  within  the  last 
fortnight. 

751 7-  Had  they  furnished  you  regular  lists  ? — They  did  after  the  revision. 

7518.  Did  the  Government,  on  the  4-th  March,  send  instructions  to  the  relief 
committee  at  Inchiquin,  among  others,  to  furnish  the  Government  with  what 
were  called  registry  books  ? — Yes. 

75i9-  Ought  those  registry  books  to  have  contained  in  them  the  names  of 
persons  that  were  put  by  them  on  the  works? — They  ought. 

7520.  Did  the  committees  at  Inchiquin,  in  consequence  of  those  instructions, 
send  the  registry  books  to  the  secretary  ? — They  did. 

7521 . Have  you  seen  them  ? — I have. 

7522.  In  what  condition  were  they  r — I think  we  have  the  Inchiquin  book  in 
London  at  present,  but  in  such  a state  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  anybody 
to  glean  the  necessary  information  from  it. 

"523.  What  state  were  they  in  ? — The  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  each 
parish  and  each  townland  have  crosses,  indicating  the  number  employed  for 
each  person  or  each  family ; first  there  is  a cross  to  be  found,  then  a second 
cioss ; one  of  them  is  blotted  out,  and  then  comes  another  cross  ; but  this  con- 
. -not  only  the  persons  in  destitution,  but  they  profess  to  contain  the  entire 

labitants  of  the  townlands,  which  was  contrary  to  the  instructions  to  the  relief 
committees,  for  they  should  only  contain  the  destitute. 

/524.  Were  there  any  leaves  torn  or  cut  out? — There  were. 

°*105*  3 g 4 752 5-  Were 
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7525.  Were  they  altogether  in  such  a state,  that  they  tended  rather  to  confuse 
than  to  give  information  ? — They  were. 

7526.  How  many  were  sent  to  you  f — Four. 

7527.  How  many  ought  to  have  been  sent? — Twenty. 

7528.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  of  the  people  why  the  leaves  were  torn  or 
cut  out,  or  why  they  were  so  blotted  as  you  describe? — I did  ; I made  inquiries 
of  one  of  the  secretaries,  the  secretary  of  Clare  Abbey  relief  committee,  and  he 
told  me,  from  the  number  of  changes  and  alterations  that  had  taken  place,  it  was 
uttet  j impossible  he  could  explain  the  state  of  the  case. 

7529.  Had  you,  in  point  of  fact,  received  any  relief  lists  from  Incliiquin  before 
you  got  those  registry  books  ? — Oh,  yes. 

7530.  Have  you  got  any  of  those  lists? — Some  of  them  are  put  in. 

7531.  Mr.  BcUenv.~]  Did  you  know  of  any  number  of  pensioners  being  put  on  the 
lists  in  the  relief  committee  of  Ennis  ? — I did,  a great  number  ; indeed  almost 
every  one  in  the  town.  There  were  a great  number  about  Ennis  receiving  from 
8 d.  to  1 s.  6 d.  a day. 

7532.  Were  they  put  on  by  the  relief  committee? — I believe  every  one  of 
them,  without  exception. 

7533.  Did  you  remove  them  ? — I did. 

7534.  Did  the  relief  committee  give  any  reason  for  putting  them  on? — They 
gave  me  the  reason  that  they  gave  for  the  employment  of  almost  every  other 
man  who  ought  not  to  be  employed,  viz.,  that  though  he  might  live,  might  exist 
upon  his  pension,  still,  with  a family  and  the  price  of  food,  he  would  be  in  very 
great  distress,  and  would  live  very  badly. 

7535.  Did  you  say  you  knew  of  pensioners  receiving  Is.  6d.  a day?— I did. 
I got  a list  from  the  paymaster  there,  and  I submitted  their  names  to  the  parti- 
cular committees,  and.  I. limited  the  employment  of  pensioners  to  those  who 
had  from  6 d.  to  8 d.  a day.  I did  not  oppose  the  employment  of  men  who  had 
6 d.  or  8 d.  a day,  in  those  cases  where  they  had  large  families,  ancl  nothing  else 
to  live  upon. 

7536.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  I think  you  have  stated,  in  the  course  of  your  evidence, 
that  the  landlords  in  West  Clare  generally  placed  their  tenants,  whom  you  con- 
sidered to  be  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  on  the  relief  lists? — Asa 
general  rule,  they  did  ; but  there  were  a great  many  exceptions. 

7537 • What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  proportion  of  exceptions? — I am  afraid 
a small  proportion.  I think  in  my  district  I might  mention  some  10. 

7538-  Out  of  how  many  landlords  ? — Out  of  150. 

7539.  Can  you  state  any  reason  to  the  Committee  why  you  pointed  out  the 
two  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  especially,  and  no  other  landlord  who  appears 
to  have  been  pursuing  the  same  course  ? — I can,  I think.  Up  to  the  time  of  my 
leaving  the  country  I never  did  point  out  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare 
as  employing  their  comfortable  tenantry  or  excluding  those  that  were  not  com- 
fortable ; but  when  in  the  House  of  Commons  my  general  statements  on  that 
subject  were  pronounced  malicious  falsehoods,  then  in  consequence  of  the 
reference  to  me  by  the  Board  of  Works,  I sought  for  such  evidence  as  would 
prove  the  case  against  those  Honourable  Gentlemen  themselves.  They  came 
forward  as  the  champions  of  the  county  of  Clare,  when  I had  the  assurances 
or  the  admissions  of  other  gentry  of  the  county  of  Clare,  that  what  I said  was 
perfectly  correct.  That  was  my  reason,  because  Mr.  O’Brien  undertook  the 
championship  of  the  county  of  Clare,  and  undertook  to  pronounce  my  statements 
as  false,  and  maliciously  false.  That  was  the  reason  I fastened  upon  Liscannor 
to  prove  the  case  and  prove  the  truth  of  the  facts  I stated. 

7540-  Chairman .]  I think  you  have  rather  misunderstood  the  object  of  the 
question? — It  was  only  in  my' report  of  the  4th  March,  and  not  till  I left  the 
country,  that  I did  mention  the  names  of  the  Honourable  Members  with  refer- 
ence to  the  general  charges  against  relief  committees. 

7541.  The  question  is  not  with  reference  to  anything  you  gave  in  evidence,  or 
any  inquiries  you  made  since  the  discussion  in  Parliament;  but  the  question is, 
why  did  you  not  inform  the  Government  of  other  landlords  who  had  comfortable 
tenants  on  beyond  the  Members  for-  Clare?— I never  mentioned  their  names  m 
reference  to  this  subject  up  to  that  time,  and  the  reason  was,  I was  not  so 
well  informed  of  that  locality  as  others,  not  having  visited  it  so  often,  and  there- 
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fore  it  was  I did  not  mention  their  names.  My  correspondence  up  to  that  time 
alluded  less  to  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  than  to  other  gentlemen  of  the 
county,  for  the  reason  I have  stated. 

7542.  Was  not  such  part  of  your  correspondence  as  referred  to  the  Honour- 
able Members  for  Clare,  the  part  alone  which  was  published  to  Parliament  ? — 
Not  at  all. 


Sir  Burton  Macnamara , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

7543.  Chairman .]  I believe  you  are  a Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  ?— I am. 

7544.  Where  do  you  live  ? — I mostly  reside  at  Tromore,  in  West  Clare. 

7545.  Have  you  been  long  resident  there  ? — I have  been,  off  and  on ; occasion- 
ally I go  there,  but  I have  most  of  the  time  of  the  Relief  Act  being  in  operation 
there. 

7546.  Have  you  landed  property  there  ? — I have ; very  small,  I am  sorry  to 
say. 

7547.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  country? — I cannot  say 
I am ; I have  been  a good  deal  away  from  it.  I have  been  at  sea  most  of  the  time, 
and  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  I have  been  travelling. 

7548.  You  returned  there  some  time  last  year,  after  having  been  abroad  r — 
Yes. 

7549.  When  did  you  return  ? — About  July. 

7550.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year  did  you  reside  there  ? — I did. 

7551.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  condition  .of  the  country,  and 
the  state  of  the  labouring  classes  ? — I had.  I was  chairman  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee of  Kilmurry. 

7552.  Are  you  a magistrate  ? — I am  a magistrate  of  the  county. 

7.553.  Have  your  habits  and  inclination  induced  you  to  take  an  active  share  in 
the  business  of  that  district  ? — Yes,  very  much  so. 

7554.  Was  there  much  distress  at  the  time  you  returned  from  abroad  ? — 
A great  deal. 

7555-  Did  that  distress  increase  towards  the  end  of  the  year  ? — Yes.  Imme- 
diately after  I arrived,  about  5th  or  6th  of  August,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
potato  crop  was  nearly  all  destroyed ; and  then  the  distress  recommenced. 

7556.  Were  there  large  bodies  of  people  in  a state  of  destitution,  almost  bor- 
dering on  starvation  r — An  immense  number.  It  is  a very  poor  parish. 

7557 • Do  you  remember  the  Relief  Act  coming  into  operation  ? — I do. 

7558.  When  was  that  ? — I think  the  people  were  put  upon  the  relief  works 
about  the  middle  of  October. 

7559.  Did  you  attend  the  committee  which  put  the  persons  on  the  list? — I did. 
We  were  associated  first  with  the  Miltown  committee,  and  then  the  two  com- 
mittees, in  consequence  of  the  great  distress  of  the  parish,  separated. 

7560.  Did  you  find  great  difficulty  in  making  personal  investigation  into  parti- 
cular cases,  from  the  immense  pressure  of  distress? — An  immense  deal  of 
difficulty. 

7561.  Did  it  approach  to  being  impossible? — We  had  a great  deal  to  contend 
Tvith.  The  eastern  part  of  the  parish  was  so  remote  from  the  part  where  the 
committee  sat,  we  had  an  immense  deal  to  contend  with,  and  we  were  very  often 
deceived  as  to  the  amount  of  paupers. 
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Mercurii,  9“  die  Juiiii,  1S47. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  H.  A.  Aglionby. 
Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Bortlnvick. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  Burton  Macnamara,  called  in ; and  farther  Examined. 


Sir  B.  Macnamara.  756-2.  Chairman .]  I am  instructed  to  ask  you  whether  you  know  sufficient  nf 
o June  1847  thf  ?Pinions  of  tlle  SentlT  of  Wesfc  Clare  t0  sfcate  to  the  Committee  what  their 

4/'  opinion  was  as  to  the  system  of  relief  works  under  the  9 & 10  Victoria? I think 

it  was  generally  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  in  West  Clare  that  it  was  well 
adapted  for  the  purposes  intended,  of  affording  relief  to  the  poor. 

7563.  What  was  their  opinion  as  to  the  execution  of  it,  as  to  the  system  which 
was  established  and  carried  out  under  the  relief  works  ? — I think  the  opinion, 
generally  speaking*,  was,  that  they  were  good  for  the  purpose  of  afFordm°* 
relief. 

7564-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  They  entertained  a favourable  opinion  of  the 

Act?— Yes.  1 

7565-  Chairman.}  What  was  the  effect  of  it? — Am  I to  understand  was  it  in 
reference  to  the  particular  works,  or  to  the  improvement  of  the  country,  or  how? 
because,  if  improvement  of  the  country,  the  impression  was  that  making  roads 
would  not  be  so  productive  as  letting  them  improve  the  ground. 

. 7566.  Mr.  Bellew .]  You  mean,  till  the  ground  ?— Yes,  till  the  ground ; that 
it  was  objectionable  so  far  as  that. 


75^7*  Chairman.'}  That  was  the  system  that  was  proposed? — Yes,  so  far  as  to 
allow  them  to  till  and  drain  the  ground. 

• -^a(l  ^iey  any  general  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  carrying  the  system 

into  effect  ?— In  consequence  of  the  great  destitution  there  was  among  the  people, 
it  was  very  hard  to  get  anything  like  a good  day’s  labour. 

7569-.  Lord  John  Manners.}  As  the  system  was  practically  carried  out,  was 
the  opinion  of  the  gentry  of  West  Clare  favourable  to  its  operation? — Yes,  the 
works  as  ordered  by  the  particular  Act  of  Parliament ; but,  as  I said  before,  the 
gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  if  it  was  for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  it 
would  be  better  to  allow  the  people  to  work  in  the  gardens  and  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  them. 

757°-  Chairman .]  Who  proposed  the  class  of  work  that  was  to  be  carried  out? 

■Lt  proposed  at  the  presentment  session,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Govern- 
ment officers  ; the  works  were  generally  selected  and  the  money  voted,  and  then 
the  report  went  up  to  the  Castle,  and  it  was  approved  of ; and  when  it  came 
clown,  the  work  was  ordered. 

73?I’rwho,  01'dered  tie  particular  works  to  be  doner— Tile  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works. 

7572.  Could  they  order  any  works  to  be  done  which  were  not  presented  by 
the  session?  No,  certainly  not;  it  must  be  first  presented  by  the  session. 

7573-  utility  of  the  works  would  depend  upon  the  judgment  of  the 
session  which  presented  them  ?— Exactly. 

7574*  Who  superintended  carrying  them  out?— The  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works. 

7575-  Who  was  responsible  for  the  outlay  of  the  money?— The  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works.  J 

757 6.  # 
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7576.  If  the  outlay  were  extravagant  or  ill  laid  out,  who  was  responsible  for 
that  ?— The  officers  or  the  Board  of  Works. 

7577.  Was  there  any  general  feeling-  on  the  part  of  the  residents  of  West 
Clare  as  to  the  execution  of  the  works,  whether  they  were  well  done  or  extra- 
vagantly done  ? — No,  I do  not  think  they  were. 

7578.  Mr.  Worthy.]  They  were  not  extravagant  ?— There  was  a great  deal  of 

money  laid  out,  but  it  was  m consequence  of  not  being  able  to  get  a fair  day’s 
work  in  consequence  of  the  destitute  state  of  the  people.  J 


John  Hill,  Esq.,  called  inj  and  Examined. 


7579.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Civil  Engineer  ? — I am. 

7580.  Have  you  been  some  years  residing  in  the  county  of  Clare?— I have  • 

about  four  years.  * 

7581.  Have  yon,  during  that  time,  acted  as  county  surveyor  ?— No ; about  a 
year  and  a half. 

7582.  During  the  last  part,  or  the  first?— The  last  part. 

7583.  Have  you  been  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  under  the  Relief  Act 
as  district  engineer  for  East  Clare? — I have. 

7584.  When  was  that? — Since  the  commencement  of  the  operations  under 
the  9 & 10  Victoria. 

7585*  About  how  long  were  you  there  ?— Since  last  October. 

7586.  Up  to  this  moment? — Up  to  this  moment. 

7587.  Are  you  still  in  their  employment  ?— I am. 

7588.  Do  you  remember  attending  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at 
Corofin  on  the  30th  November? — I do. 

75§9-  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  take  the  chair? — He  did. 

759°*  Did  you  sit  near  him  ? — I sat  immediately  under  him ; quite  near 
him. 

7591.  Did  jmu  attend  those  sessions  in  the  execution  of  your  duty?— In  the 
execution  of  my  duty  as  county  surveyor. 

7592-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Are  you  surveyor  for  the  whole  county? — 
I am.  J ‘ 


7593-  Chairman.]  Who  appointed  you  as  county  surveyor? — The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. 

7594.  Do  you  remember  a discussion  arising  in  that  presentment  sessions 
regarding  the  sort  of  works  that  ought  to  be  presented  ? — I do. 

7595-  Was  there  a difference  of  opinion — There  was. 

7 59b.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  argue  strongly  for  a presentment  for  what  he  desig- 
nated useful  and  profitable  works  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  ? — He  did. 

7597-  Who  took  an  opposite  opinion? — I did  for  one,  and  so  did  Mr.  Gamble 
and  Captain  Wynne. 

?ow.  did  y°u  construe  it;  what  did  you  argue  for?— J contended  with 
' *r-  D Brien  it  was  contrary  to  all  the  instructions  I received  up  to  that  time, 
and  to  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter. 

forward'  w**at  was  contrary? — The  presentment  Mr.  O’Brien  brought 

760°.  Why  ? — I considered,  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  agreed 
1 mf’  C13*'  Dabouchere’s  letter  contemplated  works  that  would  be  per- 
^ beneficial  to  the  land  only,  and  not  works  such  as  were  brought  forward 
landiat  Presentment’  such  as  were  considered  more  profitable  to  the  tillage  of  the 

Kn^1'  ^°U  remeT?^er  ^e  sort  of  works  mentioned  in  the  presentment? — 

land  for^siTd1,6  Par^cu^ar*zec^  farther  than  that  they  were  for  preparing  the 

did  ^°2'  fae  Government  officers  take  your  view  of  the  question  ? — They 

at  Did  th?. magistrates  present  take  the  view  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— I think  so ; 
_g&st  no  one  dissented  from  it. 

)^aSi  t^lere  a discussion  respecting  an  undertaking  required  by  the  fourth 
-60  f 4 f?  “f1  ^T1  do  .not  remember  that  particularly.  ’ 

did.  er  tie  discussion  did  the  session  make  the  presentment? — They 

3 h 2 7606.  Did 
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7606.  Did  they  present  it  in  the  form  which  Mr.  O’Brien  had  delivered  it?— 
They  did. 

7607.  Did  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  refuse  to  sign  it  ? — They  did. 

7608.  It  was  their  duty  to  sign  the  presentment,  and  they  refused  to  sign  it 
because  they  considered  it  irregular? — Yes;  their  duty  was  only  under°Mr: 
Labouchere’s  letter. 

7609.  Did  you  read  a report  of  that  meeting  soon  after  it  was  over  ?— I did. 

7610.  Where  did  you  see  a report  of  it? — In  the  Clare  Journal. 

7611.  Was  your  attention,  during  the  time  the  meeting  lasted,  directed  to 
what  took  place,  and  especially  to  the  part  Mr.  O’Brien  took?— He  could  do 
nothing,  or  say  anything,  without  my  being  cognizant  of  it,  for  I was  imme- 
diately under  him. 

7612.  Do  you  think  that  report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” fairly  represented  what 
Mr.  O’Brien  said? — I do  not  think  so. 

7613.  Do  you  think  it  gave  an  incorrect  impression  of  what  he  said  in  a great 
number  of  instances  ? — I think  so. 

7614.  Was  it  unjust  to  him? — It  may  arise  from  mistake;  but  there  were 
expressions  which  appeared  very  offensive  that  Mr.  O’Brien  never  uttered. 

7615.  Would  it  convey  an  injustice  to  Mr.  O’Brien  1 — It  would. 

7616.  Can  you  give  any  instance  of  the  expressions  in  the  “ Clare  Journal” 
which  you  think  were  never  used? — I recollect  one  where  Mr.  O’Brien  is 
reported  to  have  said  he  would  not  take  any  man’s  interpretation,  or  any  man’s 
meaning  of  the  letter  as  directed  to  me,  which  he  never  made  use  of. 

7617.  Do  you  remember  an  expression  which  he  is  reported  to  have  used, 
“ We  are  insulted  by  the  Government  and  their  officers”  r — I do  not  remember 
that. 

7618.  Do  you  remember  an  expression  in  it  to  this  effect,  “ Do  you  mean 
that  lecture  for  me  ? I will  not  submit  to  be  lectured  in  such  a manner  by  any 
person.  I say  the  Government  and  their  officers  are  insulting  the  gentry  of 
the  country.  It  is  a repetition  of  the  abuse  of  ‘ The  Times.’  Do  you  apply 
your  remarks  personally  to  me,  sir  ” ? — I do  not  think  he  used  all  those  words,  not 
so  offensive  as  they  are  there. 

7619.  Which  of  them  do  you  think  he  omitted? — I think  I recollect  Mr. 
O’Brien  mentioning,  “ Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for  me  ? I will  not  submit  to 
be  lectured  in  such  a way  by  any  person.”  I recollect  his  saying  words  to  that 
effect ; I cannot  say  the  particular  words  ; I do  not  think  he  said,  “ the  Govern- 
ment and  their  officers  are  insulting  the  gentry  of  the  country.” 

7620.  Were  his  words  capable  of  bearing  the  construction  of  being  as  offensive 
as  appears  in  the  report  before  you?— I do  not  think  so,  especially  towards  the 
officers. 

7621.  Was  his  manner  offensive  or  violent  ? — No,  not  to  me. 

7622.  I am  speaking  of  that  particular  expression  ? — He  addressed  himself  to 
Captain  Wynne  at  the  time  he  said,  “ Do  you  mean  that  lectui’e  for  me?”  He 
was  certainly  excited,  but  I did  not  consider  his  manner  so  offensive. 

7623.  Had  considerable  dispute  arisen  regarding  the  matters  you  mentioned? 
— Yes. 

7024.  Were  others  of  the  gentry  at  the  meeting  excited? — Indeed  they 
were. 

7625.  You  will  find  a report  there  of  the  expression  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  regarding 
the  deduction  for  contingencies;  is  that  correctly  reported,  or  incorrectly? 
Incorrectly. 

7626.  What  is  it  stated  there? — Ten  per  cent. 

7627.  What  was  it  he  did  say? — Twenty-five  per  cent. 

7628.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — Perfectly. 

7629.  Mr.  JBortkwicA.]  Did  he  never  say  10? — I am  sure  of  it. 

7630.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Is  it  possible  that  Mr.  O’Brien  might  have  said  10 
per  cent.,  and  then  corrected  himself? — It  is  not;  he  never  mentioned  it[  and 
I will  tell  you  the  circumstance  that  makes  me  positive  on  that  subject  : I had 
in  my  hand  a statement  of  the  amount  presented  at  the  former  session,  the 
amount  expended,  and  the  amount  available  for  implements,  for  which  there  was- 
25  per  cent,  deducted. 

7631.  Chairman.]  .That  called  your  attention  to  it? — That  called  his  atten- 
tion to  it ; it  was  in  my  hand. 

7632.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Did  you  take  particular  note  of  Mr. 


O’Brien’s 

speech 
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speech  at  the  time,  or  has  your  attention  been  subsequently  called  to  it?  — 
I took  no  very  particular  note  of  his  speech  at  the  time. 

7633-  In  those  answers  you  have  given  respecting  some  words  you  think 
Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  make  use  of,  you  are  not  speaking  positively? — I am; 
with  regard  to  the  expressions  that  I mentioned  in  two  particular  instances 
I am  speaking  positively. 

7634.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  For  wliat  purpose  had  the  25  per  cent,  been  de- 
ducted?— We  were  under  the  impression  that  the  amount  for  paying  check- 
clerks,  and  overseers,  and  for  implements,  would  amount  to  nearly  25  per 
cent. ; that  was  the  impression  of  the  officers. 

7635.  What  did  it  amount  to  ?— -Something  under  10  per  cent.;  but  you  can 
easily  recognize  the  prudence  of  withholding  a sufficient  sum  to  cover  that. 

7636.  Chairman.']  Do  you  recollect  when  Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  “ would  not 
submit  to  be  lectured;”  did  he  not  add  the  words,  “to  be  lectured  by  him, 
regarding  his  duty  as  a country  gentleman  ” ? — I think  he  did ; I think  l recol- 
lect them  ; I am  not  sure. 

7637.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  If  you  were  on  your  oath  would  you  swear  it? 
— I would,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

7638.  If  you  were  on  your  oath  would  you  swear  it? — No,  I would  not  swear 
positively ; but  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

7639.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  When  was  your  attention  called  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
speech  ? — It  was  called  to  it  immediately  afterwards.  I wrote  to  the  Board 
of  Works  with  regard  to  the  presentment  made  at  that  session;  and  I got 
the  Clare  Journal,  and  saw  it  there,  and  we  had  several  conversations  about  it. 

7640.  Who  do  you  mean  by  “ we  ” ? — The  other  officers  of  the  Board,  Mr. 
Gamble  and  I. 

7641.  Your  impression  was  and  is  now,  that  the  expressions  were  not  made 
use  of  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Certainly. 

7642.  You  and  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  concurred  on  oue  side  of 
the  question  ? — Yes. 

7643.  Did  they  conduct  themselves  with  propriety? — Yes,  I think  so. 

7644.  Was  there  anything  offensive  in  their  conduct  or  carriage  towards  Mr. 
O’Brien?— I do  not  think  so. 

7645.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Do  you  think  it  vrould  have  been  a dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  have  signed  the  presentment  for  tillage  ? 
— I think  so. 

7646.  Did  you  refuse  to  sign  it? — I did. 

7647.  As  county  surveyor  ? — As  county  surveyor. 

7648.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  I do  not  understand  you  to  say  for  certain  that 
those  words  were  not  made  use  of  by  Mr.  O’Brien : “ I say  that  the  Government 
and  their  officials  are  insulting  the  gentry  of  the  county”? — I am  sure  he  did 
not  make  use  of  the  word  “ officials  ” ; he  may  have  used  the  other,  but  I am 
positive  he  did  not  say  so. 

7649.  Did  he  also  use  an  expression,  “The  Board  of  Works  wrns  humbugging 
the  people”? — No,  I do  not  think  so. 

7650.  Did  he  say  the  Government  was  humbugging  the  people? — My  recol- 
lection is  that  he  did  say  the  Government  was  insulting  the  people,  or  would 
insult  the  people,  if  they  had  done  so  and  so,  or  something  to  that  effect.  The 
word  “ Government”  was  connected  with  the  word  “insult,”  I know'. 

7651.  The  word  “insult”  was  used? — It  was. 

7652.  Were  you  near  to  him  at  the  time? — I was,  the  whole  time,  standing 
immediately  under  him. 

.7653.  When  he  said  “ he  would  not  submit  to  be  lectured,”  were  you  near 
him  ? — I was. 

7654.  Did  you  hear  him  say  to  Captain  Wynne,  c<  Did  you  apply  your  re- 
marks personally  to  me,  sir”  ? — I did'. 

7655.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  else  after  that  upon  that  very  question? 

I think  it  was  after  that  the  discussion  was  about  the  Government. 

7656.  Did  you  hear  him,  after  he  said,  “ Do  you  apply  your  remarks  per- 
sonally to  me,  sir?”  say  anything  else  to  Captain  Wynne ? — No;  I think  that 
was  the  conclusion. 

76.57.  That  was  all  you  heard  ? — I think  so. 

7058.  Mr.  JV.  Williams.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  any  reply  to  that  remark  ? 
—1  do  not  recollect  that  he  did  make  any  reply. 

0.105.  3 h 3 7659*  Im- 
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7659.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  interrupted,  iQ 
making  any  reply,  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— No,  he  was  not. 

7660.  Did  you  hear  him  say,  “ I ask,  did  you  direct  your  remarks  personally 
to  me,  sir?  that  is  a plain  question.” — I think  at  the  time  Mr.  O’Brien  saicl  so, 
that  Captain  Wynne  was  beside  Mr.  O’Brien,  or  near  him,  and  he  afterwards 
came  round  and  stood  with  me,  and  we  had  other  discussion  and  conversation. 

7661.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  make  use  of  that  expression,  “ I ask  you,  do  you 
direct  that  answer  to  me  personally?  that  is  a plain  question.” — I do  not 
remember  him  saying,  “ That  is  a plain  question.” 

7662.  Are  you  sure  he  did  not? — I am  not  sure  he  did  not,  but  I do  not 
recollect  it. 

7663.  At  an  earlier  part  of  the  meeting,  had  you  not  said  you  had  no  doubt 
the  Board  of  Works  would  reject  the  presentment  made  in  the  manner  Mr. 
O’Brien  proposed  ?— I said  so  all  through. 

7664.  And  Mr.  O’Brien  differed? — He  did. 

7665.  Do  you  recollect  Captain  Wynne  saying1,  “ He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  Board  would  reject  those  presentments  ” ? — I do. 

7666.  Do.  you  recollect  the  chairman  then  saying  to  Captain  Wynne,  “ You 
do  not  understand  about  land  as  well  as  I do”? — No,  I do  not  remember  the 
chairman  saying  it,  but  I remember  another  person  saying  it. 

7667.  Another  member  of  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

7668.  You  think  it  was  not  the  chairman? — It  was  not. 

7669.  Who  was  it? — The  Rev.  Mr.  Welsh. 

7670.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  Is  he  the  Protestant  clergyman?— No,  the 
Roman-catholic  clergyman.  I do  not  know  it  was  “ land it  was  with  regard 
to  land  ; it  was  about  land. 

7671.  You  are  sure  of  the  speaker? — Yes. 

7672.  Mr.  S.  'Wortley!\  Do  you  recollect  this:  “ This  is  a life  and  death 
question  we  are  considering ; and  we  are  insulted  by  the  Government  ” ? — The 
words  “ insulted  ” and  “ Government  ” were  coupled  together ; I do  not  think 
it  was  in  that  form  exactly. 

7673.  Did  he  not  also  use  the  word  “ officials”? — I am  sure  he  did  not. 

7674.  Did  he  say  this  : “ It  is  an  insult  to  any  free  country  to  be  treated  as 
we  are”? — There  was  but  one  expression,  so  far  as  1 recollect  it. 

7675.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  was  the  one  expression? — Connected 
with  the  Government. 

7676.  What  was  that? — I cannot  say  what  form  it  was  in. 

7677.  Mr.  Worthy .]  Was  there  considerable  excitement  and  confusion? — 
There  was  ; I would  not  say  “ considerable.” 

7678.  Probably  your  recollection  is  not  very  distinct? — It  is. 

7679.  How  is  it  you  cannot  tell  us  exactly  what  was  said? — I could  not  tell 
exactly  the  form  of  what  was  said ; but  the  general  meaning  was  with  regard 
to  the  Government  offering  an  insult  to  the  country. 

7680.  You  have  stated  the  report  is  incorrect  as  to  the  words  attributed  to 
Mr.  O’Brien? — I have  mentioned  what  words  there  are  incorrect. 

7681.  I want  to  ascertain  whether  your  recollection  is  distinct  as  to  the  words 
that  were  used  ? — Not  for  every  word. 

7682.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  How  many  presentment  sessions  did  you  at- 
tend?— I suppose  80. 

7683.  Was  there  speaking  at  each  ? — Yes. 

7684.  So  that  you  would  not  remember  correctly  what  took  place? — I recol-- 
collect  this  on  account  of  its  being  brought  more  forward  than  any  of  the 
others. 

7685.  Lord  J.  Manners. ] Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  gentry  of  the  district,  that 
the  rejection  of  that  part  of  the  presentment  was  likely  to  operate  injuriously 
upon  the  district? — I had  no  opportunity* of  knowing  what  was  the  opinion  01 
the  gentry  further  than  what  was  proposed  at  the  sessions  at  Corofin. 

7686.  Was  it  the  general  opinion  that  the  rejection  of  the  presentment  was 
likely  to  be  prejudicial? — I cannot  tell. 

7687.  Was  there  any  expression  by  any  one  except  Mr.  O’Brien  ?—' There 
was ; every  farmer  and  person  acting  at  that  session,  agreed  as  to  the  present- 
ment, and  it  was  passed. 

7688.  If  they  agreed  as  to  the  presentment,  what  was  the  general  opinion 

expressed  by  them  ?— In  favour  of  the  presentment.  ^ 
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7689  Anti  did  they  also  express  an  opinion,  that  if  the  presentment  was  not 
allowed  by  the  Government,  serious  evils  must  result  to  the  district  >— I do  not 
think  there  was  any  expression  used  to  that  effect  ’ 

7690.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  The  general  opinion  was  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sentment  ? — I suppose  so,  from  their  passing  the  presentment  F 

769,  Lord  J.  Manners .]  When  you  first  saw  that  report  in  the  “ Clare 
Journal,  did  you  make  any  observations  upon  it  to  anybody  ?— No 

It  did9"'  ■“  StmCt  y°“  a‘  ‘he  *ime  * ^ “COrreCt  in  ““y  important  parts  i_ 

7693.  Mr.  Worthy.]  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  saying,  he  found  a 

number  of  people  who  had  some  means,  who  were  employed  on  the  works?-! 
No,  I do  not  recollect  it.  1 J UIJVS>  • 

7694.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  said  anything  to  that  effectl-No,  1 do 

not  recollect  that,  at  that  meeting.  5 uu 

7695;  And  did  he  say,  “ While  a great  many  other  people,  who  had  no  means 
of  subsistence  whatever,  were  unemployed”  ?_I  think  lie  said  that  at  IS 
timon.  ua 

7696.  Do  you  remember  his  saying  anything  of  this  sort;  « I admit,  when 
I first  came  to  this  neighbourhood  I found  a number  of  people,  who  had  some 
means,  employed  on  the  works  ; while  a great  many  othe?  poor  people,  who  had 
no  means  of  subsistence  whatever,  were  unemployed”  ?-I  remember  his  sayinw 
that ; but  my  recollection  of  it  is,  that  it  was  at  Ennistimon,  and  not  at  Corofin” 

I may  be  wrong  in  that.  ' 

7697-  Am  1 to  understand,  your  recollection  is  so  incomplete  that  you  cannot 
undertake  to  say  whether  it  occurred  at  one  meeting  or  the  other  ’—No  ■ mv 
recollection  is,  I understood  that  was  at  Ennistimon  ’ ’ 

7698.  We  find  it  in  the  report  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  of  the  meeting  at 

h. r„  ?;-r  thiqr  0"  1 PUV°  ?ou  is’  whether  you  do  not  remember  its 
being  said  upon  that  occasion  ? — No,  I do  not. 

7699.  W'U  you  undertake  to  say  it  was  not  said  by  Captain  Wynne  ’—No 

1 would  not  be  positive.  J ’ 

7700.  Do  you  remember  the  chairman,  Mr.  O’Brien,  saying,  “ Wliat  do  you 
= HWrr(i  do  you  mean  that  the  poor  man  who  has  a cow, 
should  take  a knife  and  cut  a piece  off  of  that  cow  for  food”  ?— I do. 

7701  • Did  he  add,  “ John  Bull  must  alter  his  policy”  ?— I am  sure  he  did  not 

i. .*'.-  a , ,ere  alW  cheering  in  the  court  when  he  used  the  expression  you 
I ",  ““huucd  about  the  cow r — I do  not  think  there  was  any  particular  cheering, 

T j here  was  a great  deal  of  noise  and  confusion  during  the  whole  meeting  ; but 

clonot  think  there  was  any  cheering  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  ho  not  address  it  to  the  court? — He  did 
not;  it  was  to  Captain  Wynne. 

'A0,4"  J?°  you  i5ean  ,t0  say  be  addressed  none  of  his  observations  to  the 
• “ was  to  Captain  Wynne  he  addressed  his  observations. 

0J,L i:0  y°u  mean  to  say  he  addressed  none  of  his  observations  to  the 
court !— -During  the  day  he  did. 

bv^him mi  the  body  of  the  court  cheer  at  some  of  the  observations  addressed 
ehVitori r , not;  *^ere  was  no  expression  that  I recollect  that  day,  that 

encitecl  any  particular  cheer. 

do  y°.u  caI1  “any  particular  cheer”?— That  when  an  expression 
n a whole  crowd  would  cheer  simultaneously. 

--on"  m do.so  : — There  was  noise  and  confusion. 

7- in  wi?  S°rt  op,noisf^ — Talking,  and  some  degree  of  shouting, 
that  iW  w 1 undei’take  to  say  that  none  of  the  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
the  court  as  wei1  as  to  Captain  Wynne  ?-N°’ 1 have 

meeting"  ?— j did*  See  an^  magistrates  leave  the  bench  during  the  time  of  the 

bench  ?l_xr^d  ^t°U  ^ear  '!hat  .any  magistrate  said  when  they  were  leaving  the 
behind  a board  ^ ^ Standm»  m front  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  the  magistrates  were 

77ia"  Wi.  you.now  ™ die  Government  service? — I am. 

Hit  da  you  live?— In  Ennis. 

77i6  ^°U  ProPerty  *n  Ennis  ? — I have  a small  property. 

0.10  r ^°U  beoa  acquainted  with  the  Government  officers,  Mr.  Gamble 
3 h 4 and 
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and  Captain  Wynne,  since  they  went  into  the  country  r — I have  been  intimately- 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Gamble,  and  I have  met  Captain  Wynne  frequently. 

7717.  In  your  judgment  have  they  not  been  active  Government  officers?— I 
think  there  was  none  in  Ireland  more  active  than  Mr.  Gamble,  and  a more  in- 
telligent officer  was  not  employed  in  Ireland. 

7718.  Chairman.']  Was  not  Captain  Wynne  also  very  active  in  the  execution 

of  his  duty?— Yes,  certainly.  . , 

771  p.  Mr.  Worthy]  Do  you  think  they  performed  then*  duty,  in  the  difficult 
position  they  were  placed,  with  moderation  and  propriety  ?— I can  speak  more 
to  Mr.  Gamble’s  duty ; Captain  Wynne’s  was  a different  duty  ; it  was  princi- 
pally dealing  with  the  relief  committees,  and  I had  not  the  same  opportunity 
of  observing  him,  as  I had  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Gamble  conducted  his 
business. 

7720.  Was  there  anything  in  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Gamble  conducted  his 
business  which  could  fitly  excite  hostility  or  displeasure  amongst  the  gentry  or 
members  of  the  committee  ? — I do  not  think  so. 

7721.  You  say  that  Mr.  O’Brien  did  say,  “Do  you  mean  that  the  poor  man 
who  has  a cow  should  take  a knife  and  cut  a piece  off  that  cow  for  food”  ?— I 
recollect  that. 

7722.  Did  he  not  add  something  to  this  effect:  “ John  Bull  must  alter  his 
policy.  He  (the  chairman)  said  the  Government  were  not  doing  their  duty  to 
the  country,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  say  it”  ? — He  did  not  say  anything  about 
John  Bull. 

7723.  Did  he  say  anything  about  England?— I think  the  two  last  sentences 
were  used. 

7724.  You  think  he  said,  “ I say  the  Government  are  not  doing  their  duty  to 
the  country,  and  I am  not  afraid  to  say  so”  ? — There  were  some  expressions  used, 
and  they  are  pretty  nearly  correct. 

7725.  And  there  was  some  cheering  at  that  time  ? — I stated  before  there  was 
no  particular  cheer  elicited  by  any  particular  expressions. 

7726.  You  mean  by  a “particular  cheer,”  where  the  whole  crowd  joined  si- 
multaneously ? — There  was  shouting  and  talking  during  the  whole  time. 

7727.  Mr.  W.  Williams]  Was  it  a noisy  meeting  ? — Yes. 

7728.  Without  that  noise  being  produced  by  anything  being  said  by  Mr. 
O’Brien? — Surely  not;  there  were  lots  of  people  throughout  the  body  of  the 
court-house,  and  they  were  talking  loudly ; several  people  talking  at  a time 
would  give  a better  idea  of  what  I mean. 

7729.  What  you  would  call  a general  buz  ? — Yes,  a general  buz. 

7730.  Mr.  Worthy .]  When  Captain  Wynne  said,  “ I admit  when  I first  came 
to  this  neighbourhood,  I found  a number  of  people  who  had  some  means 

employed  on  the  works,  while,  a great  many  other  poor  people,  who  had  no 

means  of  subsistence  whatever,  were  unemployed  did  not  the  people  then  say, 
“ That  is  true”  ? — My  recollection  of  that  was,  that  it  was  used  at  Ennistimon , 
but  when  you  mention  what  Mr.  O’Brien  said  about  the  cow,  I recollect  he  di 
say  it.  ‘ , 

7731 . And  did  not  some  of  the  people  cry  out,  “ That’s  true  ”? — They  did. 

7732.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  the  expression  general? — No,  perhaps  it  was 
said  by  three  or  four,  or  five  voices. 

7733-  Out  of  how  many  ? — There  were  at  least  300  in  the  court. 

7734.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Do  you  recollect  Mr.  Gamble  saying,  as  regards  the 
employment  of  labourers,  that  he  would  endeavour  to  meet  the  views  an 


that  they  were  working  like  galley  slaves,  and  instancing  that  there  we 
40,000  people  employed  in  Clare  at  the  time.  £(_  ,^;3 

7736.  Did  he  put  any  question  in  addition  to  that ; did  he  say,  £ Is  3 
insulting  the  people”? — He  did. 

7737.  And  that  phrase  of  course  referred  to  the  former  one  ? — It  did- 

7738.  What  do  you  think  led  Captain  Wynne  to  make  that  general  deie^ 

of  the  Board  of  Works ; was  it  because  it  had  been  generally  attacked  . 
was.  . , 

7739.  And  attacked  with  considerable  warmth  ? — I would  not  say  w?^er^e 
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siderable  warmth ; the  maimer  of  Mr.  O’Brien  was  excited  in  some  degree,  but 
I would  not  say  with  considerable  warmth. 

"740.  What  do  you  understand  by  “ considerable  warmth”? — What  I under- 
stand bv  “ considerable  warmth”  is  angry  words. 

7741".  Violent  gestures  ? — Violent  gestures  and  violent  words. 

7742.  And  strong  expressions  ? — Strong  expressions. 

7743.  Were  there  angry  words  and  violent  gestures? — No. 

7744.  Was  Captain  Wynne  also  excited  ? — No,  he  was  not. 

7745.  Did  he  use  any  strong  language  ? — No. 

7746.  Supposing  any  magistrates  of  the  session  had  differed  from  Mr. 
O’Brien  in  opinion,  would  they  have  been  afraid  to  express  their  opinions  before 
the  crowd  ? — I know  no  reason  why  they  should  be  so. 

7747.  With  reference  to  the  tillage  of  the  land  ? — I know  of  no  reason  that 
any  person  should  be  afraid. 

7748.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien,  when  he  was  sneaking  with  reference  to  the  imple- 
ments, mention  the  name  of  Galway  or  Molloy  ? — He  mentioned  the  name  of 
Molloy  so  far  as  I remember. 

7749.  What  did  he  say  to  him  ? — He  stated  that  the  people  in  his  district 
were  working  without  sufficient  implements,  and  that  he  proposed  to  Molloy,  as 
I recollect,  that  he  would  get  them  made  at  Liscannor  or  at  Birchfield. 

7750.  Then  the  defence  of  the  Board  of  Works  by  Captain  Wynne  was 
mainly  in  consequence  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  having 
connected  the  words  ‘‘  insult”  and  “ Government”  together,  so  as  to  convey  the 
idea  to  the  meeting  that  the  Government  was  insulting  the  people? — Yes. 

7751.  That  was  the  cause  of  Captain  Wynne’s  defence? — It  was. 

7752.  Were  the  words  which  Mr.  O’Brien  used  audible  to  all  the  crowd  ? — 
Yes,  they  were. 

7753.  Did  the  crowd,  by  cheering  or  otherwise,  manifest  sympathy  with  Mr. 
O’Brien,  or  unity  of  opinion  in  what  he  said  ? — I would  consider  they  did  ; at  the 
same  time,  I stated  before  there  was  no  cheering  at  any  expression  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s, 
so  as  to  indicate  that  the  crowd  agreed  in  the  particular  expression  used ; but 
in  general  I would  say  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  the  court  showed  their 
coincidence. 

7754.  And  manifested  it  ? — Yes. 

77 55-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  did  they  manifest  it  ? — They  did  not  cheer, 
but  the  manner  of  the  people 

775<5.  What  was  it? — Noisy  during  the  whole  meeting. 

7757.  How  did  they  manifest  it  ? — I would  say  more  in  the  expression  of 
their  countenances,  and  that  there  was  no  expression  against  any  word  he  said 
more  than  any  other  way.  If  I could  convey  an  idea  of  it  I would  ; my  only 
object  is  to  convey  the  truth  of  it.  I tell  you  again  there  was  no  particular 
cheering,  no  violent  cheering  at  any  expression  made  use  of  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 
but  the  general  expression  was  in  favour  of  the  course  he  took. 

77q8.  Mr.  Borthrvick.]  Was  Mr.  O’Brien’s  manner  towards  Mr.  Gamble 
offensive  at  that  meeting  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

7759-  Did  Mr.  Gamble  make  use  of  the  word  “ absurd”? — No,  not  with 
reference  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

77^0.  Could  the  word  “ absurd”  have  been  used  by  Mr.  Gamble  without 
your  hearing  it? — No,  it  could  not ; nor  would  it  have  escaped  my  recollection 
if  he  had  made  use  of  such  a word. 

77^1.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  was  Mr.  Gamble’s  manner  towards  Mr. 
0 Brien  disrespectful? — No,  by  no  means. 

77^2.  Chairman.]  Do  you  find  any  expression  with  regard  to  Mr.  Gamble 
saying  it  was  absurd,  printed  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” ? — No. 

77b3*  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  the  resolutions  or  presentment  in  favour  of  tillage, 
or  the  reproductive  works,  passed  in  any  other  presentment  session  beside  this 
one?— At  this  and  a subsequent  session  at  Ennistimon. 

7764.  No  other  in  the  county  ? — No. 

7765-  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Was  the  subject  mooted  at  any  other  ? — It  was 
Emntioned,  but  not  with  a view  of  bringing  forward  a presentment  to  that 

77o6.  When  it  was  mentioned  the  Government  officers  expressed  no  opinion 
as  to  its  desirableness,  but  merely  confined  themselves  to  saying  that  the  inter- 
pretation of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  would  not  bear  it  ? — That  was  my  line. 

0.105.  3 I 77 67.  Did 
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7767.  Did  you  give  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  till  the 
land  or  not,  or  did  you  confine  yourself  to  saying,  “ You  cannot  present  for  if 
under  this  Act  ” ? — Yes. 

7768.  You  gave  no  opinion? — No. 

7769.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Did  you  go  armed  at  that  time  ? — No,  not  at 
that  time. 

7770.  When  did  you  go  armed? — Never  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

7771.  When  did  you  go  armed? — I think  before  and  after  that  time • but 
I never  took  arms  to  that  part  of  the  country. 

7772.  Do  you  not  know  that  at  that  time  the  Government  officers,  or  some  of 
them,  in  West  Clare,  went  armed? — I do. 

7773.  Out  of  fear  of  what  did  they  go  armed  ? — I suppose  out  of  fear  of 
violence  to  be  offered  to  them. 

7774.  Who  by? — By  the  peasantry. 

7775'  Who  were  the  persons  who  were  in  the  body  of  the  court,  the  300 
persons,  what  class  of  persons  r — Of  the  lower  orders  of  peasantry. 

7776.  Were  they  of  the  class  of  persons  for  fear  of  whom  the  Government 
officers  were  going  armed  about  that  time? — Some  of  them  were. 

7777.  I believe  it  was  about  that  time  that  some  real  misfortune  did  befal  one 
of  the  Government  officers  ? — It  was  after  that  Mr.  Hennessy  was  fired  at. 

7778.  Plow  soon  after  it? — A few  days. 

7779.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  Hennessy  a county  Clare  man  ? — I do  not  know ; but 
he  was  residing  in  Clare  some  time. 

7780.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  You  said  that  Mr.  O’Brien  expressed  an  opinion 
that  the  Government  were  not  doing  their  duty ; do  you  know  whether  that 
opinion  was  shared  by  many  of  the  resident  gentry  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 
— I do  not  recollect  any  conversation ; I have  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
that  was  shared  by  the  gentry  of  the  country,  because  I was  acting  as  an  officer 
of  the  Government,  and  it  would  not  be  my  duty  to  listen  to  a discussion  of 
that  sort. 

7781.  You  said  you  attended  about  30  other  presentment  sessions;  you  could 
not  prevent  hearing  what  was  said  at  them  ? — No. 

7782.  Did  you  hear  any  expression  of  opinion  like  that  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at 
any  other  presentment  sessions? — Yes. 

77S3.  Was  a general  feeling  the  peasantry  entertained  that  the  Goverment 
was  not  doing  the  best  for  the  interest  of  the  country  ? — It  was. 

7784.  Mr.  JV , Williams .]  You  did  go  armed  in  other  districts,  but  not  in 
West  Clare  ? — I did. 

77 85;  Do  you  think  there  was  any  reason  for  the  Government  officers  going 
armed  in  West  Clare  more  than  yourself? — There  was.  The  reason  I did  not 
go  armed  in  West  Clare  was,  that  I had  no  interference  with  the  peasantry; 
I was  neither  obnoxious  nor  otherwise. 

7786.  Did  you  interfere  with  the  peasantry  of  those  parts  where  you  did  go 
armed  ? — I did,  of  course,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty. 

778/.  What  do  you  consider  were  the  duties  of  the  officers  which  made  them 
obnoxious  to  the  people  ? — In  all  the  regulations  we  made  use  of  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  work,  we  felt  that  the  peasantry  considered  we  were  acting’  against 
them  with  regard  to  task-work  and  the  hours  of  working,  and  we  felt  they  were 
all  against  and  disliked  the  Government  officers  for  a considerable  time. 

7788.  Was  there  not  a considerable  irregularity  with  regard  to  the  want  of 
implements  in  measuring  the  work,  which  occasioned  much  dissatisfaction? 
There  was  in  my  district. 

7789.  Do  you  consider  that  the  main  cause  of  the  dislike  to  the  Government 
officers  ? — No. 

779°*  Dan  you  state  any  other  cause  ? — The  principal  cause  was  what  I men- 
tioned before,  the  peasantry  considered  the  money  that  was  paid  for  the  relief 
works  to  be  more  as  a means  of  support  than  as  a l’emuneration  for  their  labour ; 
and  any  regulation  we  made  for  getting  a proper  quantity  of  labour,  or  in  any 
other  regulation  we  made,  they  considered  it  always  as  against  their  interests. 

7 7 9 1 • Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  not  that  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  peasantry 
mainly^  induced  by  their  knowledge  that  the  works  were  of  a non-productive 
nature  ; I do  not  think  they  ever  reasoned  much  as  to  whether  they  were  pro- 
ductive or  non-productive. 

7792-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  not  that  opinion  in  the  peasantry  height 
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ened  by  their  knowledge  that  the  gentry  were  withstanding  the  Government 
officers  ? — It  was. 

7793-  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  never  hear  expressions  made  use  of 
“ What  is  the  use  of  us  working  on  this  road;  it  will  do  no  good  to  anybody”? 
—No,  they  would  not  use  them  in  my  presence.  J J 

7794.  Chairman]  If  the  people  wished  to  have  money  merely  for  their  relief 
without  doing  work  for  it,  was  not  that  wish  opposed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county  ?— Undoubtedly. 

7705.  Then  the  gentlemen  of  the  comity  had  no  interest  in  excitinv  the  people 
against  the  Government  officers  on  that  ground  ? — On  the  contrary.  ° ^ 

7796.  Quite  the  reverse  ?— Quite  the  reverse,  and  did  so. 

7797.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Are  you  of  opinion  that,  nevertheless,  the  con- 
duct  of  the  gentlemen  did  excite  the  people  ? — At  that  session  ? 

7798.  Yes. — It  did  so,  certainly ; it  increased  it. 

7799.  And  upon  other  occasions?— The  only  other  occasion  at  Ennistimon 

7500.  What  day  was  that  t — The  4th  December. 

7501.  Are  you  of  opinion  clearly  that  upon  both  those  occasions  the  conduct 
of  the  gentlemen  was  calculated  to  excite  the  minds  of  the  peasantry  against  the 
Government  officers  r — Yes. 


7802.  Mr.  Stafford.  O'Brien.]  And  in  the  other  28  sessions  the  reverse?— 
There  were  irreglar  discussions  at  the  other  28. 

7803.  Were  there  not  in  the  other  28  very  frequent  and  warm  discussions 
upon  the  same  point  as  the  one  you  mentioned  at  Corofin ; namely,  that  the 
people  insisted  upon  haying  the  money  for  useful  and  profitable  works,  and  the 
Government  officers  said  it  was  contrary  to  their  instructions  ?— No,  there  was 
no  discussion  at  any  other. 

7804.  What  were  the  irregular  discussions? — Some  complaints  about  the 
payment  and  non-measurement  of  the  works,  and  other  irregularities,  which  were 
brought  forward  and  discussed. 


7805.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Were  those  discussions  in  open  court? — They 
were.  J 


7806.  And  were  the  peasantry  or  the  people  in  the  habit  of  attending  those 
courts? — Always,  and  listening. 

7807.  Taking  an  interest  in  what  was  going  on  ? — Yes. 

7808.  And  learning  the  mind  of  the  gentlemen  as  well  as  that  of  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes. 

7809.  Chairman.]  Was  not  that  the  course  throughout  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
sentment sessions  ? — At  nearly  every  one  there  were  some  discussions  which  I 
thought  irregular. 

7810.  Was  it  not  the  case  that  the  people  were  in  the  body  of  the  court  at 
those  discussions  ? — They  were  always  in  the  court. 

7811.  There  was  nothing  particular  in  that  at  Corofin  or  Ennistimon? — There 
was  nothing  particular  at  those  sessions  but  the  presentment  that  has  been  al- 
luded to. 

7812.  You  have  answered,  that  what  took  place  at  Corofin  was  likely  to  excite 
the  people ; would  not  the  only  ground  of  excitement  be  that  the  chairman  and 
other  members  of  the  session  advocated  what  the  people  considered  to  be  their 
interests,.  while  the  Government  officers  opposed  what  the  people  considered  to 

e their  interests? — I do  not  think  they  took  that  view  of  it.  I was  going  to 
explain,  that  the  peasantry  of  that  country,  in  any  case  where  they  got  a person 
0 influence  and  respectability  to  back  them,  as  they  term  it,  that  was  the  cause 

at  excited  them  more  than  any  particular  wish  towards  that  presentment. 

' n1 3-  On  that  particular  occasion  was  not  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  chair  ? — He  was. 

7oi4-  And  he  there  advocated  what  he  said  he  considered  to  be  the  correct 
construction  ?— He  did. 

-s'r'  w d the  People,  agreed?— 1 They  did. 

/ 10.  Was  there  nothing  beyond  that  to  excite  the  people  ? — There  was  : the 
„„eJe  acf , , a person  in  his  position  siding  with  them  was  a cause  of  excitement, 
and  would  be  the  cause  of  excitement. 

« 7 !(•  •^r-  Solicitor- General.]  Would  he  be  in  the  sense  of  your  word, 

backing”  them  ?— Yes. 

-81  * .suPP0Se  has  great  influence  in  the  county  ?— He  has. 

lo  And  with  the  people  in  the  court  he  had  great  influence  ? — He  had. 

/ 0.  Both  upon  the  bench  and  in  the  court? — Yes. 

0,1  °5*  312  7821.  Chairman .] 
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7821.  Chairman.]  Had  he,  in  your  opinion,  a right  to  persist  in  the  views  he 
entertained,  although  he  was  backing  the  people?— I think  so. 

7822.  In  your  opinion,  do  you  think  there  was  a want  of  caution  and  judcr. 
ment  in  advocating  those  views  in  the  presence  of  the  people  ? — It  is  a subject 
that  I could  hardly  be  said  to  be  competent  to  form  an  opinion  upon  ; it  was 
against  my  own  opinion,  and  as  to  the  propriety  ol  it,  I do  not  think  I am  com- 
petent to  form  an  opinion. 

7823.  Mr.  Belleio.]  Do  you  think  the  people  showed  much  interest  as  to  what 
works  they  were  employed  upon, _ provided  they  were  employed?— I do  not 
think  they  took  a great  interest  in  it. 

7824.  But  they  looked  upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  rather  as  their 
enemies,  inasmuch  as  they  desired  to  get  some  value  for  their  employment?— 
Indeed  they  did. 

7825.  Then  the  relief  committees  co-operated  so  much  with  the  Board  of 
Works  in  getting  employment  ? — They  did  in  my  district;  they  gave  me  every 
assistance. 

7826.  Is  it  usual  for  rent  to  be  paid  by  labour? — It  is  with  the  resident 
gentry. 

7827.  Would  not  that  be  an  additional  inducement  to  get  the  tenants  placed 
upon  the  public  works  such  a year  as  this  ? — I think  the  wages  paid  by  the  Board 
of  Works  the  whole  time  was  little  enough  for  the  support  of  the  individuals 
who  were  on,  and  in  some  cases  below  it. 

7828.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Were  there  many  irregularities  in  Captain  Wynne’s 
district  ? — 1 do  not  think  there  were. 

7829.  You  heard  of  strange  overseers  being  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gamble?— 
Yes. 

7830.  What  did  you  think  of  that ? — I think  they  were  of  the  greatest  possible 
benefit  to  the  country. 

7831.  Would  you  allow  me,  with  reference  to  the  state  of  the  country,  on  which 
you  were  examined  by  the  Solicitor-general,  to  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Petty  was, 
to  your  knowledge,  in  danger  of  his  life  at  that  time  ? — He  was. 

7832.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  cause  of  it? — En- 
forcing the  regulations. 

7833.  You  say  the  people  were  not  disposed  to  labour  ?— It  is  the  fact. 

7834.  Was  that  the  case  when  they  were  put  upon  task-work? — It  was. 

7835.  Do  you  consider  that  it  was  the  impression  of  the  people  that  the  labour 
upon  which  they  were  placed  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  country? — No;  in 
most  instances  I consider  it  was  very  beneficial. 

7836.  Was  that  the  impression  of  the  labourers? — I do  not  think  they  ever 
■considered  one  moment  about  it. 

7837.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  The  time  at  which  you  thought  Mr.  Petty’s  life  was 
in  danger,  was  about  the  30th  of  November? — I think  if,  was  before  that,  or 
about  that  time. 

7838.  Mr.  Petty  was  the  local  engineer  at  Inchiquin  ? — He  was. 

7839.  And  Corofin  was  the  presentment  session  for  Inchiquin? — Yes. 

7840.  Do  you  consider,  with  the  knowledge  you  had,  that  Mr.  Petty  was 
alarmed  very  much  ? — He  was. 

7841.  Was  that  after  the  presentment  ? — I think  it  was  prior  to  that. 

7842.  Did  you  write  a letter  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated  Ennis,  the  21st  October 
1846  ?— Yes. 

7843.  In  that  letter  you  spoke  of  a party  of  police  escorting  some  carts  of  corn 
towards  Ennis,  and  that  while  they  were  passing  the  hill  cutting  at  Latoon,  two 
were  designedly  overturned,  and  that  there  was  a fall  of  earth  prepared  on  pur- 
pose to  smother  those  carts  ? — To  kill  the  horses  was  the  object. 

7844.  And  you  mention  the  circumstance  of  a person  of  the  name  of  Kelly, 
who  refused  to  give  up  names  ; that  he  was  a peaceably  inclined  man  ; that  he 
was  asked  for  the  names  of  those  parties,  and  refused  to  give  them,  and  you  felt 
it  your  duty  to  discharge  him,  because  you  thought  his  life  would  be  in  danger 
if  he  had  given  the  names  ; is  that  a fair  statement? — It  is. 

7845.  You  state,  “ I regret  to  have  to  state  that  this  portion  of  Lower  Bun- 
ratty,  and  a portion  of  Upper  Tulla,  isolated  in  it  about  Six  Mile  Bridge,  are  m 
a frightful  state  of  disorganization ; the  country  gentlemen  seem  to  be  so  much 
terrified  as  to  be  unable  to  act  in  any  decided  manner,  and  I fear  much,  if  there 
is  not  some  means  at  once  adopted  to  correct  such  a state  of  things,  frightful 

disorders 
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disorders  will  ensue,  and  no  persons  will  be  able  to  transact  any  business  among 
them,  so  that  the  unfortunate  peasantry  will  be  severe  sufferers  before  long.”  Is 
it  your  opinion  that  the  gentry  of  the  country,  whatever  might  be  their  disposi- 
tions, were  really  in  imminent  danger  in  interfering? — They  were,  whenever 
they  interfered  directly  against  the  peasantry. 

7846.  There  was  another  letter  of  yours,  addressed  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated 
Ennis,  30th  October  1846  : “ I beg  to  enclose  two  reports  of  my  assistants,  rela- 
tive to  the  outrageous  conduct  of  the  peasantry  in  this  district,  and  regret  that 
I have  got  a further  account  this  morning  that  Mr.  Mahon’s  life  was  in  immi- 
nent peril  yesterday  ; the  complaint  being  the  manner  in  which  the  men’s  sub- 
sistence was  rated,  being  done  by  Mr.  Mahon  according  to  the  Board's  rules, 
namely,  according  to  the  report  of  the  overseers  as  to  how  much  the  men  are 
earning  by  task-work,  not  to  exceed  three-fourths  of  same.  I am  obliged  to 
report  that  the  peasantry  seem  to  be  organized  into  a complete  state  of  insubor- 
dination, and  I fear  much  that  the  officers  employed  will  be  obliged  to  resign 
their  duties,  the  local  gentry  and  clergy  being  powerless  to  render  their  assist- 
ance. I would  be  deceiving  the  Commissioners,  if  I lead  them  to  believe  that 
any  proper  regulations  can  be  maintained  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  ; 
and  above  all  things,  would  beg  of  them  to  impress  on  the  Government  the  total 
inability  of  the  local  magistracy  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  to 
devise  some  means  to  enforce  order,  for  the  sake  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the 
property  of  the  country.  I am  of  opinion,  that  by  stopping  the  works  to  any 
considerable  extent,  there  would  be  an  immediate  insurrection.  The  Board  will 
perceive  that  the  ground  of  complaint  is  in  some  places  want  of  work;  in  others, 
regulation  of  wages.”  I wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  Clare  gentry  and  clergy 
were  generally,  in  your  opinion,  disposed  to  render  assistance? — They  were. 

7847.  But  it  was  imminently  dangerous  for  them  to  do  so? — That  expression 
has  reference  to  a circumstance  that  happened  a few  days  before,  where  one  of 
my  assistants  was  assaulted  in  the  presence  of  three  magistrates,  and  they  could 
not  protect  him. 

7848.  You  say,  “ I am  of  opinion  that  by  stopping  the  works  to  any  consi- 
derable extent,  there  would  be  an  immediate  insurrection”? — I did. 

7849.  And  that  continues  to  be  your  opinion?— It  does. 

7850.  In  some  places  the  complaint  was  want  of  work,  and  in  others  the  regu- 
lation of  the  wages? — Yes. 

7851.  Chairman]  Was  there  not,  in  the  autumn  and  winter  of  last  year, 
extreme  destitution  and  misery  in  the  district  of  West  Clare? — There  was. 

_ 7852.  In  the  districts  with  which  the  Members  for  Clare  are  connected  ?-— 
l es,  some  of  them  the  poorest  in  the  county. 

7853*  Were  there  not  thousands  of  people  pressing  for  relief? — There  were. 

7854.  The  majority  of  them  wishing  to  have  relief  without  giving  sufficient 
labour  for  it  ? — That  would  have  more  reference  to  my  experience  of  them  when 
applied  to  the  works  than  before. 

7855*  Did  not  large  masses  of  people  attend  upon  the  different  relief  com- 
mittees, and  press  upon  them  the  necessity  of  putting  them  on  the  list  r — I am 
not  aware  of  that. 

7856.  Do  you  not  know  whether  very  large  numbers  pressed  upon  the  relief 
committees  the  necessity  of  putting  them  on  the  list  ? — I am  sure  the  relief 
committees  acted  under  pressure. 

7857.  Do  you  think  the  relief  committees,  in  the  instance  you  mention,  were 
free  agents,  or  acting  under  the  fear  of  the  masses  of  the  people? — They  were 
not  altogether  free  agents. 

7858.  Do  you  know  whether  persons  who  really  and  strictly  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  on,  pressed  as  much  as  the  others? — Yes;  if  not  more  cla- 
morous. 

7859.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  do  you  mean  by  “ not  altogether  free 

agents”? — That  they  acted  in  some  degree  under  the  terror  of  the  people  out- 
side. 0 

7860.  Chairman.]  There  were  persons  that,  in  your  judgment,  ought  not  to 
nave  been  placed  on  the  works  without  all  the  destitute  being  provided  for? — 
Certainly. 

7861.  And  did  they  force  themselves  upon  the  relief  committee,  and  compel 
tnern  to  put  them  on  the  works  ?— They  did. 

- 0-105.  3 ! 3 7862.  Was 
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7862.  Was  that  very  common  ?— It  was  general  throughout  all  the  districts 
I had  cognizance  of. 

7863.  They  compelled  them  by  their  violence,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
insisted  upon  it? — Yes,  and  they  forced  themselves  upon  the  works  in  other 
ways. 

7864.  Did  the  most  comfortable  class  of  peasantry  or  small  farmers,  in  com- 
paratively similar  circumstances,  force  themselves  upon  the  works,  even  without 
going  through  the  form  of  applying  to  the  committee  at  all  ? — Surely. 

7865.  Is  that  in  West  Clare? — I cannot  say  that  of  my  positive  knowledge  of 
West  Clare,  but  in  the  districts  I had  cognizance  of ; I am  of  opinion  they  did 
the  same  in  West  Clare,  but  I do  not  know  it  as  a matter  of  fact,  the  same  as  I 
do  of  my  own  district. 

7866.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  gentlemen  of  West 
Clare  put  people  in  comfortable  circumstances  on,  to  let  the  Government  officers 
clear  the  lists  ? — No. 

7867.  Was  not  that  done  in  West  Clare  ? — No. 

7868.  Were  comfortable  people  put  on  the  list  in  West  Clare? — Not  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  destitute. 

7869.  Were  they'-  put  upon  the  list  ?— They  were. 

7870.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  persons  who  were  in  the 
general  habit  of  employing  labourers  put  them  upon  the  public  works  ? — No. 

7871.  Did  they  not  dismiss  them  first  and  then  put  them  on  the  public 
works  ? — The  largest  employers  I know  in  the  district  I am  cognizant  of,  did 
not  did  dismiss  their  labourers  generally. 

7872.  Was  it  a habit  in  the  country  ? — No,  it  was  not  in  the  districts  I am 
cognizant  of. 

7873.  Was  it  done  in  West  Clare  ? — I do  not  know. 

7874.  Did  the  smaller  farmers  do  it? — The  small  farmers  in  West  Clare ? 
It  is,  perhaps,  a difference  that  Englishmen  may  not  understand ; they  are  not  in 
the  habit  of  employing  regular  labourers  in  the  same  sense  as  an  English  farmer 
does. 

7875.  I thought  your  answer  as  to  large  farmers  implied  that  somebody  else 
did  it?— No. 

7876.  Nobody  else  did  it  ? — Not  to  my  knowledge. 

7877.  Mr.  BelleivJ]  Do  the  absentees  generally  employ  any'  labourers? — No; 
Colonel  Wyndham  employs  a great  many. 

7S7S.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien? — I do  not  know. 

7879.  Chairman .]  When  Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  the  Government  insulted  the 
country,  did  he  not  put  it  that  they  would  insult  the  people  if  they  were  to  take 
a particular  course  of  conduct,  and  did  he  not  with  reference  to  that  use  this  ex- 
pression, “ If  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  refuse  to  sanction  such  a 
presentment  as  this  he  would  alter  the  opinion  he  entertained  of  their  judgment  ” ? 
— He  said  that. 

78S0.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  How  near  to  you  were  Captain  Wynne  and 
Mr.  Gamble  t — There  were  not  more  than  five  or  six  persons  between  me  and 
Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  ; and  Captain  Wynne  towards  the  end  of  the 
meeting  came  and  stood  beside  me. 

7881.  Who  was  nearest  when  Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  ? — I was  nearest. 

7S82.  Where  were  they  ? — Within  three  yards. 

7883.  They  could  hear  what  went  on? — Just  as  well  as  I could. 

7884.  Chairman.']  Was  there  much  noise  at  the  time? — Yes. 

7885.  How  many  people  were  between  you  and  Captain  Wynne  at  that  time? 
— I suppose  five  or  six. 

7886^  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  It  was  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne,  was  it 

7887.  Who  was  it  addressed  to  ? — I think  that  was  one  of  the  expressions  ad- 
dressed to  the  meeting. 

788b.  It  was  spoken  up  • — The  expression  was  made  use  of  in  such  a general 
way  that  it  seemed  to  be  intended  for  every  one. 

7889.  And  spoken  up  for  every  one  to  hear  ? Yes. 

7890.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  it  a cause  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  relief  committees 
having  the  appointment  of  stewards  and  check-clerks  transferred  to  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — They  were  dissatisfied  that  it  was  not  entirely  at  their 
own  control. 

7891,  Chairman .] 
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7891.  Chairman^  Had  you  an  opportunity,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty  as 

surveyor,  of  forming  any  opinion  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  conduct  as  a magistrate  and  a 
country  gentleman  ?• — I had.  ° 

7892.  Was  he  an  active  magistrate  ?_I  consider  Mr.  O’Brien  to  be  amono- 

the  best  ot  tile  country  gentlemen,  as  a magistrate  and  a landlord.  0 

7893.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  kind  to  his  tenants  and  the  poor  ? -I  know 

he  is;  Ins  poor  are  far  improved  above  all  the  surrounding  districts:  they  have 
better  houses,  and  they  seem  to  be  in  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  any 
other  tenants,  and  entirely  different  from  them.  J 

7894.  Do  you  know  if  he  paid  much  attention  to  the  interest  and  to  the 
comfort  of  the  poorer  classes  r— I know  he  did  during  my  residence,  and  it  must 
have  been  exercised  lor  a long  period. 

7S95-  you  know  he  is  very  much  beloved  by  the  poorer  classes  in  his 
neighbourhood  ?— I know  lie  is  very  much  looked  up  to  by  his  own  people. 

7890.  And  respected  ? — And  respected.  1 r 

7897.  Mr.  Repton.]  Is  Mr.  O’Brien  your  landlord  r— No. 

7898.  Do  you  hold  any  land  under  him? — No. 

7899.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  connexion  or  dependence  upon  him?— Not 
the  slightest,  no  more  than  any  other  man  in  the  country. 

79°°-  You  mentioned  you  communicated  that  presentment  to  the  Board 
of  Works? — I did. 

. 79° 11  Dor  what  purpose  did  you  do  that  ?— To  get  their  decisive  instruc- 
lions,  so  that  it  would  put  an  end  to  any  discussions  of  the  sort  at  a future 
meeting. 

7902.  Was  it  with  a view  to  lay  these  instructions  before  ail  extraordinary 
presentment  which  was  then  to  be  held  on  the  4th  December  at  Ennistimon?— 
It  was  ; and  also  with  regard  to  the  adjournment  of  tile  Corofin  session. 

7903.  Mr.  BeUew.]  Was  it  your  opinion  the  letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
could  have  been  construed  in  any  other  mode  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
tillage  than  the  way  you  did  ?— Surely  not;  it  seemed  conclusive. 

7904.  You  thought  it  was  conclusive  that  it  referred  to  permanent  improve- 
ments of  the  land  ? — Yes.  1 

79°5-  Mr.  W . Williams.]  That  was  not  the  impression  of  the  people  or  gentry 
generally  ?— It  was  not  that  of  Mr.  O’Brien. 

7906.  Was  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  pro- 
posed to  them  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Dublin  upon  that 
point,  it  would  have  allayed  the  feeling  that  existed? — It  might  sure;  but  it 
would  not  be  a course  I would  pursue,  because  I was  entirely  convinced  of  the 
meaning  that  we  put  to  the  instructions  to  be  the  real  meaning  of  it,  and  that  it 
could  not  possibly  be  construed  into  any  other. 

,79°7-  My  question  was,  whether  the  opinion  of  the  gentry  and  the  people 
might  have  been  altered,  and  the  feeling  allayed,  if  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  had  proposed  to  submit  the  question  to  the  Board  of  Works? — The  real 
aet  or  it  is,  they  did  in  some  degree ; the  arrangement  by  the  meeting  was 
really  just  what  you  state,  for  it  was  adjourned  with  the  understanding  that  one 
members  might  have  time  to  procure  a positive  answer  from  the  Board 
° was  the  effect  of  the  arrangement. 

790b.  Was  the  Boards  of  Works  applied  to? — They  were  by  me. 

79°9-  And  did  you  communicate  their  answer  to  the  people? — I got  no 
answer.  v 1 & 

7910.  Were  you  the  proper  officer  to  make  the  application? — I was. 

/91 1-  Not  Mr.  Gamble  ? — It  was  just  as  much  his  duty  as  mine,  but  it  was 
county S * Was  °Miged  to  attend  by  law  every  presentment  throughout  the 

7912. 

No. 


Can  you  account  for  the  Board  of  Works  not  answering  your  letter? 


'9  3-  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  any  other  person  had  made  a com- 
lcatlon  ^th  the  Board  of  Works  upon  the  same  subject,  and  that  that  led  to 
_ answer  not  being  sent,  to  you  ?— No. 

m*11  «av-e  no  reason  to  think  so  ? — No. 

■’o  General.]  Did  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  appear  to  you  to  be 

to  oiv 1 p*  V*  was  °f  no  use  applying  to  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Not  further  than 
leetirT  ^ C*ls*3nc*  answer)  and  to  prevent  the  long  discussion  that  occupied  that 


0.105. 
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7916.  Did  you  declare  to  the  meeting  that  you  would  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  or  was  it  privately  arranged? — I think  I mentioned  it  to  them. 

7917.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not  ?— I am  sure  I did,  for  the  postponement  or 
adjournment  appeared  to  be  participated  in  by  Mi.  O Brien  as  well  as  the 

re=79iS.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  O’Brien  expected  that  pre- 
sentment to  be  carried  ? — I expect  so. 

7919.  What  was  the  date  of  your  representation  to  the  Board  of  W orks?— It 
was  the  next  post ; that  is,  the  next  day. 

7920.  You  are  quite  sure  you  got  no  answer  r I am. 

7921.  Chairman.']  And  of  course  communicated  no  answer  to  the  session  at 
Corofin  ? — No,  nor  to  the  session  at  Ennistimon. 

7922.  Did  they  express  any  disappointment  at  that: — No. 

7923.  Did  not  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  express  an  opinion  that  no 
presentment  could  be  made  without  an  undertaking  from  the  proprietor  or  land- 
lord under  the  fourth  clause  of  the  letter  ?— They  mentioned  that,  but  it  was 
not  the  only  ground  of  objection. 

7924.  Was  not  that  one  ground  of  dispute  — It  was. 

7925.  A controversy  ? — It  was. 

7926.  Did  you  and  the  Government  officers  take  a different  view  from  Mr. 
O’Brien,  and  from  that  of  the  session  ? — We  did. 

7927.  Had  you  not  warm  discussions  upon  that  point? — Indeed  we  had. 

7928.  Were"  the  meeting  pretty  unanimous  against  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
of  Works  ? — They  were. 

7929.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  advocate  their  view? — He  did. 

7930.  Did  he  do  it  with  propriety,  or  with  great  violence,  either  of  manner 
or  words  ? — He  did  not  do  it  with  great  violence. 

7931.  Now  I wish  you  to  go  to  the  extraordinary  session  held  at  Ennistimon 
on  the  4th  December  ; were  you  there  ? — I was. 

7932.  Was  Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair? — Yes. 

7933.  Was  there  some  dispute  at  that  sessions  ? — Yes.. 

7934.  Were  there  any  angry  words  on  the  part  of  Major  Macnamara  towards 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  Government? — There  were. 

7935.  Will  you  state  how  that  commenced  ? — After  Major  Macnamara  took 
the  chair,  he  entered  into  a course  of  observations  with  regard  to  the  Board  s 
officers  employed  in  the  district;  he  made  use  of  some  expressions  that  a gangs- 
man there  was  called  a chicken,  and  a check-clerk  a turkey,  or  something  of 
that  sort,  and  it  was  in  appearance,  and  to  my  judgment  at  the  time,  an  accusa- 
tion against  the  persons  employed  in  the  locality. 

7936.  Had  there  not  been  considerable  complaints  regarding  the  manner  in 
which  the  gangsmen  and  subordinate  people  were  appointed  ? — I think  so,  but 
that  was  in  Mr.  Gamble’s  district. 

7937.  Was  it  not  in  reference  to  that  class  of  complaints  that  Major  Macna- 
mara spoke? — I believe  so. 

7938.  Was  he  rather  warm  ? — He  was. 

7939.  Were  complaints  made  of  Mr.  Millett  ? — There  were. 

7940.  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  that  meeting,  explain  some  of  the  expressions 
which  were  attributed  to  him  in  the  report  of  the  Clare  Journal,  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  session  at  Corofin  ? — He  did. 

7941.  Did  he  state  correctly  what  had  taken  place  ? — I am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  he  stated  correctly,  but  I recollect  him  mentioning  that  the  blame  he 
attributed  to  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  was  put  hypothetically. 

7942.  Did  that  allude  to  the  expression  that  if  the  Government  would  not 
allow  the  presentment  he  would  change  his  opinion  of  them  ? — Yes. 

7943.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Brien’s  proposing  a presentment  under  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter  ? — I do  recollect  his  proposing  a similar  presentment. 

7944.  Did  that  give  rise  to  much  discussion? — Not  so  much  as  the  one 

before.  , 

7945.  Did  it  give  rise  to  any  discussion  between  the  Government  officers  an 
him  ? — It  did,  but  not  such  a lengthened  discussion. 

7946.  You  disputed  his  construction? — Yes.  ^ ^ 

7947.  Did  he  use  any  offensive  expression  to  you  or  any  other  officer  r > 
not  that  day. 

7948.  He  urged  his  opinion,  and  said  nothing  offensive  r — No.  ^ie 
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7949.  The  question  was  put  from  the  chair,  was  it  not  ? — It  was. 

7950.  Did  the  magistrates  and  the  cesspayers  appear  to  be  unanimous? — 
They  did ; an  adjournment  was  going  to  be  made,  similar  to  the  one  at  Corofin, 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  enable  the  presentment  session, 
and  adopt  other  presentments ; but  Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  was  not  a man  for  half- 
measures at  ail,  and  he  pressed  the  thing,  and  it  was  carried. 

7951.  The  expected  opinion  from  the  Board  of  Works  had  not  arrived,  and 
some  of  the  parties  were  in  favour  of  adjourning  the  meeting,  to  get  an  answer, 
and  Mr.  O’Brien  opposed  the  adjournment? — He  did. 

7952.  In  consequence  of  his  feeling  being  agreed  to,  was  the  question  of  pre- 
sentment put  ? — It  was. 

7953.  Were  the  ratepayers,  and  magistrates,  and  cesspayers  unanimously  in 
favour  of  it  ? — They  were. 

7954.  The  presentment  was  there  for  useful  and  profitable  works  ?— Yes. 

7955.  And  being  put  and  carried,  it  was  offered  to  the  officers  of  Government 
for  signature,  as  before,  and  they,  as  before,  refused  it  ? — They  refused. 

7956.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  that  for  tillage  ? — Yes. 

7957.  With  regard  to  those  charges  of  the  stewards,  and  gangsmen  having 
been  put  on  by  improper  influence,  did  any  fact  come  to  your  knowledge  proving 
that  such  was  the  case? — No  ; in  fact,  I learned  afterwards  that  what  I inferred 
was  not  what  Major  Macnamara  meant;  that  I believe  the  geese,  and  turkeys, 
and  chickens  were  not  supposed  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Millett,  but  to  another 
individual. 

7958.  It  did  not  refer  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  but  to  another  ? 
— It  did. 

7959.  Was  it  anybody  belonging  to  the  Board  ? — No. 

7960.  Chairman .]  Except  the  expression  warmly  made  use  of  by  Major 
Macnamara,  was  there  anything  wrong  in  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara  ? — 

I think  he  entered  into  some  blame  of  Mr.  Gamble,  and  in  some  general 
way  ; I cannot  recollect  the  expressions,  and  he  said  it  warmly  ; but  I do  not 
consider  myself  competent  to  say  which  was  quite  correct. 

7961.  Mr .Borthwick]  What  did  Major  Macnamara  first  of  all  say  to  Mr. 
Gamble  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting  ? — I recollect  his  asking,  “ Do  you 
know  who  1 am?” 

7962.  In  what  manner  did  he  say  that? — In  rather  an  excited  and  angry 
tone. 

7963.  What  answer  did  Mr.  Gamble  make  ? — He  answered  him,  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  high  and  respectable  position  he  occupied  in  the  country. 

7964.  Was  Mr.  Gamble’s  conduct  to  Major  Macnamara  respectful  ? — It  was. 

7965.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Did  you  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed,  that  the 
works  had  hitherto  been  conducted  without  a due  regard  to  economy,  and  were 
most  of  them  useless? — No,  I did  not. 

7966.  Chairman.]  Have  you  known  Major  Macnamara,  and  his  position  in 
the  country,  many  years  ? — I have. 

7967.  Did  not  Major  Macnamara  well  deserve  the  expression  made  use  of, 
as  to  his  respectability  and  position,  by  Mr.  Gamble  ? — Undoubtedly. 

7968.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Major  Macnamara’s  character  is  very  high  as  a 
Member  of  that  county  ? — Yes. 

79^9-  Chairman.]  He  is  much  beloved  by  gentlemen  in  his  own  station,  and 
by  the  poorer  classes? — Indeed  he  is  both,  I am  very  well  aware  of  that. 

7970.  Did  you  remain  there  till  it  broke  up  ?^— I did. 

7971.  Did  you  hear  any  expression  made  use  of  by  Mr.  O’Brien  calculated 
to  give  offence,  or  to  excite  the  people  ? — No. 

. 7972.  I believe  you  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  although  you  differed  upon  the  points 
m discussion,  did  not  give  any  offence,  and  were  good  friends? — Yes. 

7973*  You  dined  with  him  afterwards?— -He  invited  me  after  the  meeting. 

7974,  And  you  had  no  feeling  about  it  ? — No. 

7975-  Mr.  Borthwick.]  I wish  to  know  whether,  generally,  the  proceedings 
of  that  meeting  were  such  as,  in  your  opinion,  to  place  Mr.  Millett  in  a position 
of  considerable  danger  ? — They  were.  If  I were  not  aware  of  other  circumstances 
connected  with  Mr.  Millett,  I would  not  say  the  proceedings  there  alone  were; 
but  I know  lie  was  obnoxious,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting  tended 
to  increase  the  dislike. 

7976.  Chairman.]  You  can  statew hat  the  grounds  were  that  made  Mr.  Milktt 
010.5>  3^  obnoxious 
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obnoxious  to  the  people,  separate  from  what  passed  at  that  meeting? I am  not 

aware  ofall  the  grounds. 

7977.  You  can  state  some? — No. 

7978.  Was  it  stated  he  had  called  them  a set  of  ruffians  ? — I do  not  think  it 
was  at  that  meeting  ; it  was  at  that  meeting  it  was  reported  so. 

7979.  Not  having  heard  it,  you  cannot  state  whether  that  was  one  of  the 
grounds  of  excitement? — No.  I know  prior  to  the  meeting  Mr.  Millett  was 
very  obnoxious  both  to  the  gentry  and  to  the  peasantry. 

7980.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  at  that  meeting  say  anything  which  would  place  Mr 
Millett’s  life  in  danger  ? — No. 

7981.  Or  Major  Macnamara? — No.  I think  from  my  knowledge  of  the  po- 
sition that  Mr.  Millett  was  in  before  that,  any  words  stated  by  a person  in  Major 
Macnamara’s  or  Mr.  O’Brien’s  position  against  him,  would  have  a tendency  to 
increase  the  dislike  towards  him. 

7982.  Mr.  Solicitor- General^]  Did  not  Major  Macnamara  address  the  crowd 
when  he  said,  did  they  hear  Mr.  Millett  talk  about  ruffians ; did  you  hear 
that  ? — No. 

7983.  Were  you  there  the  whole  time? — I was  ; I had  a particular  duty  to 
perform,  and  it  might  have  happened  without  my  knowing  it. 

7984.  Was  there  cheering  in  the  court  ? — There  was  ; it  was  a noisy  meeting 
like  the  other. 

7985.  How  came  they  to  cheer;  was  it  the  Government  officers  or  the  gentry 
they  were  cheering ? — 1 believe  I am  wrong;  there  was  not  cheering there 
was  shouting. 

7986-  A good  deal  ? — A good  deal.  There  were  many  of  the  people  very 
noisy ; there  were  four  who  were  road-contractors.  They  were  disappointed 
candidates  for  places,  and  made  use  of  many  offensive  expressions. 

7987.  You  were  not  present  when  Major  Macnamara  turned  to  the  people 
and  said,  “ What  do  you  mean  by  a set  of  ruffians”  ? — I did  not  hear  that. 

7988.  You  were  not  there? — I must  have  been  there,  for  I was  there  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end. 

7989.  Did  3?ou  not  hear  Mr.  Millett  explain  why  he  had  not  been  present 
before  r — No ; he  was  there  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  and  handed  me  a 
bundle  of  papers  to  make  the  presentment  to  them,  and  I heard  no  explanation 
of  any  delay. 

7990.  In  your  judgment,  would  such  an  expression,  supposing  it  had  been 
made  to  the  mob,  or  to  the  crowd  that  were  there,  “ Do  you  hear  that,”  have 
acted  upon  them  in  their  excited  state?— It  would. 

7991.  And  would  have  been  very  dangerous  language,  in  your  opinion,  to 
hold? — It  would. 

7992.  In  your  opinion,  any  language  held  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  or  Major 
Macnamara,  or  gentlemen  in  their  position  in  the  county,  which  would  hold  up 
the  public  officer  to  opprobrium,  would  be  dangerous  to  a public  officer  r — It 
would. 

7993-  you  mean  dangerous  to  their  lives  and  persons? — As  to  their 
persons,  decidedly. 

7994-  To  their  lives  and  persons? — It  might,  and  in  being  dangerous  to  their 
lives  in  the  state  of  the  county  at  the  time. 

7995-  In  your  judgment,  did  the  Government  officers,  in  temper  and  in  con- 
duct. misbehave  themselves  in  any  way  ? — Most  decidedly  not. 

7996-  Did  you,  as  a Government  officer,  enter  into  the  discussions,  and  at  the 
same  time  keep  your  temper?— 1 did. 

7997-  Was  any  discourtesy  shown  by  vou,  or  any  of  the  Government 
officers,  to  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ?— No. 

7998-  Mr.  BellewJ]  Do  you  know  who  brought  forward  the  presentment  for 

the  road  between  Ennistimon  and  Lahinch  ? It  was  I. 

7999.  At  whose  instance  did  you  bring  it  forward  ? — I brought  forward  the 
presentment  as  a means  of  employment,  and  as  a desirable  improvement. 

8000.  Was  that  at  your  own  suggestion  ? — It  was. 

8001 . Chairman.']  Were  the  persons  who  excited  the  crowd  of  people  the  four 
disappointed  applicants  for  road  contracts? — No,  for  situations. 

8002.  Were  they  active  in  making  a dissatisfaction  among  the  people?— 
They  were ; and  accused  the  Board’s  officers  with  placing:  stewards  and  over* 

1 b seers 
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seers  on  the  works,  being  less  competent  to  perform  the  duties  than  them- 
selves. 

8003.  Were  they  in  the  body  of  the  crowd  ?— They  were,  and  not  far  from 
where  we  were ; they  were  in  a forward  position. 

8004.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara,  at  the  meeting,  do  anvthino- 

to  hold  up  the  Government  officers  to  the  crowd  for  assassination  ? — No.  * ° 

8005.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  That  you  heard? — That  I heard. 

8006.  Are  we  to  understand  you,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  time  the  shout- 
ing in  the  court  proceeded  solely  from  those  four  contractors? — l know  it  did 
not. 

8007.  Chairman.]  Were  there  other  people  who  took  a part  against  the  Go- 
vernment, on  the  ground  that  they  did  not  get  the  assistance  they  were  entitled 
to? — There  were. 

8008.  Did  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien  hold  up  the  Government 

officers  at  that  meeting  in  any  way  for  personal  violence? No. 

8009.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  they  show  them  any  countenance? They 

made  the  complaint.  J 

8010.  Did  you  receive  at  that  meeting  the  countenance  and  co-operafion  from 
the  gentlemen  who  were  there,  or  did  they  withstand  you  ?— No;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  differed  with  me  at  that  meeting. 

8011.  Did  they  withstand  you?— They  did;  they  did  not  coincide  in  the 
course  we  adopted. 

8012.  They  withstood  the  course  you  adopted? — Yes,  they  opposed  it. 

8013.  And  opposed  it  so  that  the  crowd  heard  it? — They  did. 

8014.  In  your  opinion,  were  the  people  at  that  time  in  such  a state,  that  being 

backed  by  gentlemen  of  importance  would  make  them  still  more  excited? It 

would  increase  it. 


8015.  Chairman.]  If  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara  thought  that  you 
were  wrong,  had  they  not  a fair  right  to  oppose  you  by  argument,?— Of  course 
they  had. 

8016.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Before  an  excited  mob? — In  any  place,  un- 
doubtedly. 

8017.  Chairman.]  If  they  did  it  fairly,  calmly,  and  temperately  ? — Yes  ; and 
Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  make  use  of  strong  expressions,  more  than  any  opposition 
given  to  us  at  that  time  would  increase  it,  no  matter  what  it  might  be. 

8018.  Do  you  remember  a place  called  the  Chapel  Road  Works  ? — I do. 

8019.  Was  that  road  a diversion  of  a road  made  instead  of  cutting  through 
some  hills?— It  was  to  be,  but  it  is  not  made. 

8020.  At  whose  instance  was  it  proposed  ? — At  mine. 

8021.  Who  suggested  it  to  you  ? — I do  not  know;  it  is  probable  it  was  not 
suggested  to  me;  that  it  was  proposed  by  myself,  as  very  obvious  and  very 

I rf‘^22'  ^°U  thouoht  it  the  better  road  of  the  two,  and  therefore  suggested  it  ? — 


^ter  y°u  suggested  it,  was  a communication  regarding  it  made  to 
e Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  ? — No,  but  Mr.  Sheehan  and  I had  some  conversation 
about  it. 

8024.  Was  he  favourable  to  it? — He  was,  to  the  new  road, 
t'  02^‘.  ^ie  ma^e  any  objections  to  its  going  so  near  the  chapel  ? — Not  at  the 
ime  we  had  the  conversation  about  it ; he  was  favourable  to  it  for  a considerable 


8026.  And  afterwards  opposed  it  ? — He  afterwards  came  to  Ennis,  and  I recol 
ec  lntr°ducing  him  to  Mr.  Gamble,  to  induce  Mr.  Gamble  to  relinquish  it. 
be  °2{*  Was  he  aware,  at  the  presentment  sessions,  that  it  was  t 

m ?a  He  was,  at  the  presentment  sessions.  The  diversion  could  not  b 
flT1  j a/  S*  , er  place  than  the  place  where  Mr.  Gamble  proposed  to  make  ii 
aud  Mr.  Sheehan  was  in  favour  of  it. 

0028.  He  was  certain  it  must  go  there  ?— He  was. 

TKq02' * ,^-r-  Solicitor-General.]  Was  the  road  engineer  there  with  a plan  ?- 
1 ^P^cise  plan  was  not  laid  down. 

that°way  ^ /tou^udgment  now>  upon  consideration,  was  it  a proper  road  to  g< 

8Z-  ^aS  *a*d  down  t0  go  that  way  out  of  any  disrespect  to  the  chapel,  o 
°5'  3 K 2 t< 
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to  Mr.  Sheehan? — Undoubtedly  not;  Mr.  Sheehan,  as  I told  you,  was  himself 
favourable  to  its  going  there. 

8032.  Chairman.']  At  the  time  he  was  favourable  to  the  road  going  in  that 
line,  did  he  know  it  would  go  close  to  the  chapel,  and  through  a plantation  that 
was  there  for  ornament? — He  knew  it  would  go  close  to  the  chapel  wall. 

8033.  And  through  the  plantation  ? — I do  not  know. 

8034.  Mr.  Repton.]  Would  it  injure  in  any  way  the  appearance  of  the  chapel? 
— I do  not  know  ; in  some  cases  it  might  be  considered  an  advantage  to  the 
chapel  taking  a public  road  close  to  it. 

8035.  Mr.  Solicitor- Generali]  The  road  was  outside  the  enclosure? — It  was  to 
be  on  the  hill  side  of  it. 

8036.  Chairman.]  I believe,  in  addition  to  being  county  surveyor,  you  are  the 
district  engineer ? — I am  under  the  Board  of  Works;  we  are  obliged  to  act 
under  the  Board  of  Works. 

8037.  In  your  situation  of  county  surveyor  for  Clare,  have  you  had  frequent 
necessity  for  communicating  and  acting  with  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I have. 

8038.  Has  he  given  you  co-operation  and  assistance  in  your  duties  as  county 
surveyor  ? — More  than  any  other  gentleman  in  the  county. 

8039.  Mr.  Repton .]  More  than  Major  Macnamara  ? — Yes. 

8040.  Chairman.]  Have  you  required  Major  Macnamara’s  co-operation  and 
assistance  ? — No. 

8041.  It  has  not  so  happened  ? — No. 

8042.  If  it  had,  would  you  expect  you  would  receive  the  same  degree  of  co- 
operation and  assistance  that  you  have  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I am  very 
sure  I would. 

8043.  Mr.  Bellew.]  As  to  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  do  you  refer  to 
county  works  under  the  grand  jury,  or  to  works  undertaken  under  the  9 & 10 
Victoria? — I say,  properly  speaking,  both  ; for  prior  to  the  session  we  had  some 
communication . 

8044.  From  what  you  know  of  Mr.  Gamble’s  feelings,  do  you  think  he  was 
anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ? — I am  sure  he  was. 

8045.  Chairman .]  At  the  presentment  session  of  the  4th  December,  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking,  will  you  look  at  the  report  of  the  Clare  Journal,  page  55, 
commencing  at  that  passage.  “ The  chairman  said  he  did  not  receive  Mr.  Gam- 
ble’s letter;  and  had  another  complaint  to  make  before  he  sat  down,  of  the  very 
unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  works  were  conducted.”  Did  the  chairman 
mean  a complaint  respecting  Mr.  Gamble  not  having  answered  a letter  ; and  did 
he  add  that  the  works  were  not  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  ? — I think 
he  did. 

8046.  Did  he  complain  particularly  of  Mr.  Millett  in  the  terms  mentioned 
in  this  report? — He  did  complain  of  Mr.  Millett  in  something  about  the  terms 
that  are  mentioned  here. 

8047.  Did  he  also  accuse  Mr.  Millett  of  appointing  strangers  and  persons  of 
bad  character  to  the  office  of  steward  ? — He  did. 

8048.  Had  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  he  believed  he  had  any  reason  for 
making  that  complaint? — I am  sure  he  would  not  make  it  if  he  had  not  some 
reason  to  make  it. 

8049. ^  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  on  that  day  state  that  he  had  been  obliged 
to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he  meant  to  be  personal  when  he  accused  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  of  putting  men  in  good  circumstances  on  the  works  ? — No. 

8050.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  say,  “ They  who  knew  the  people,  lived  amongst 
them,  and  who  were  aware  of  their  circumstances,  who  felt  for  their  privations, 
and  who  had  ever  manifested  the  utmost  anxiety  to  relieve  their  distresses,  ought 
surely  to  be  better  judges  of  those  things  than  Captain  Wynne  ” ?— I think  he  did. 

8051.  Did  Captain  Wynne  say  he  would  meet  Mr.  O’Brien’s  argument  by 
one  fact  or  two  ? — I remember  his  mentioning  the  large  number  of  men  on. 

8052.  Does  this  report  leave  out  a considerable  portion  of  what  took  place. 
— Yes. 

8053.  Does  it  put  in  any  things  that  did  not  take  place? — No,  I think  not. 

8054.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Might  things  have  passed  at  that  meeting 
which  you  did  not  hear?— There  might. 

8055.  You  have  given  me  an  instance,  you  believe,  that  did  pasS;  how  came 
you  to  believe  it? — From  hearing  so  many  people  join  in  asserting  it. 

8036.  Chairman.]  Was  there  a dispute  between  the  relief  committees  and  tne 

officers, 
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officers,  respecting  the  point  of  putting  a person  to  work  who  had  some  little  John  Hill,  Esq. 
subsistence  left  ? — There  was  no  dispute  in  my  district  about  it.  

8057.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  in  the  other  district? — I heard  so,  9 June  ,8+7- 
'tid  I must  infer  the  fact  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  Corofin,  explaining  about  the 

to  w. 

8058.  Did  you  understand  that  the  Government  officers  stated,  that  a person 
having  any  subsistence  left  should  not  be  put  on  ? — Yes. 

8059.  Did  the  committee  urge  that  it  was  desirable  to  put  such  a person  on,  to 
prevent  his  becoming  in  a state  of  starvation? — Yes;  and  in  my  district  the 
entirely  destitute  were  put  on. 

8060.  In  this  district  ? — Yes;  my  impression  was,  it  was  in  addition  to  the 
entirely  destitute  that  these  should  be  put  on,  for  the  reason  stated  ; if  not 
employed  they  would  be  reduced  to  a state  of  pauperism  in  the  course  of  a 
month. 

8061.  Do  you  not  know  that  course  was  considered  wrong  by  Captain  Wynne 
and  the  officers  of  the  Board  ? — I do  not  believe  it  was ; I think  Captain 
Wynne’s  course  was,  and  his  expression  and  feeling,  so  far  as  1 could  collect  it, 
was  to  provide  for  the  entire  destitute.  I am  not  aware  of  his  opposing  that 
description  of  people  being  put  on. 

Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  took  the  Chair,  pro  tempore. 

John  Stacpole  O'Brien , Esq.,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

8062.  I am  desired  to  ask  what  profession  are  you  ? — I am  a land  agent.  «/.S.  O’Brien,  Esq 

8063.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  were  you  at  the  Ennistimon  session  on  the  * 

4th  December  last  ? — Yes. 

8064.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  in  what  capacity  did  you  attend  there  ? — As  a 
magistrate. 

8065.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  was  it  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  pro- 
ceedings under  Mr.  Labouchcre’s  letter? — Yes.' 

806b.  I am  desired  to  ask,  was  Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair? — Yes. 

8067.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  there  ? — Yes. 

8068.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  were  several  other  magistrates  and  cesspayers 
there  ? — Y es. 

8069.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  there  a discussion  upon  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter? — There  was. 

8070.  I am  directed  to  ask  you,  who  were  the  Government  officers  there, 

Captain  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  and  Mr.  Hill? — Yes. 

8071.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  Major  Macnamara  call  the  attention  of  the 
meeting  to  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct  ? — He  did. 

8072.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  do  you  remember  what  part  of  his  conduct  it 
was  that  he  pressed  the  meeting  to  give  attention  to  ? — It  was  something  about 
some  discourtesy  to  him,  I think,  in  not  replying  to  his  letters ; and  also  about 
some  report  he  had  heard  of  improper  persons  being  employed. 

8073.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  there  any  other  circumstance  of  impeach- 
ment against  Mr.  Millett  but  that  ?— Not  that  I can  remember. 

8074.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  was  there  a discussion  about  that  discourtesy  ? 

— Yes. 

8075.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  it  end  in  a time  being  fixed  to  hold  an 
investigation  upon  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct? — Yes. 

8076.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  do  you  remember  whether  Captain  Wynne 
did  not  state  to  the  meeting  that  he  had  received  several  complaints  of  partiality 
on  the  part  of  the  Ennistimon  committee  ? — He  did. 

8077.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  a man  named  Halloran  corroborated 
that  statement? — Yes,  he  did. 

8078.  Upon  that  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  Captain  Wynne  address  him- 
self to  the  crowd,  and  say  he  was  quite  sure  there  were  several  persons  besides 
present,  who  could  affirm  the  same  charge? — Yes. 

8079.  I am  desired  to  ask,  did  several  persons  in  the  body  of  the  court-house 
thereupon  cry  out,  “ Yes,  yes”  ? — Yes. 

8080.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  give  an  account  of 
the  meeting  at  Corofin  of  the  30th  November  previously? — Yes,  he  did;  he 
alluded  to  the  previous  meeting. 

...  0.105.  3 k 3 8081.  1 am 
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J.  S.  O’Brien,  Esq.  80S  i . Iam  desired  to  ask  you  whether  he  did  not  complain  of  the  rennrt  • 

the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  that  meeting-  ? — He  did.  * m 

9 June  1847.  8082.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  did  he  not  say  it  misrepresented  him  in  manv 

respects  ? — Yes.  ^ 

8083.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  he  did  not  there  deny  having-  ahnswi 
the  Government  or  their  officers  ? — Yes. 

8084.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  he  did  not  deny  Captain  Wynne’s 
right  to  interfere  with  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  at  presentment  sessions'? 
— Yes. 


Mr.  AGLIONBY  resumed  the  Chair. 

8085.  At  that  meeting  had  Cornelius  O’Brien  urged  the  necessity  for  employ- 
ing  the  people  on  cultivation  and  in  the  improvement  of  their  several  holdings? 
— He  did. 

8086.  Did  he  object  to  employing  them  upon  works  which  he  said  would  waste 
money  and  be  useless? — He  did. 

8087.  Did  he  urge  that  temperately  and  calmly  ? — I think  he  did. 

8088.  Did  you  adopt  the  same  view  that  he  did  ? — Yes. 

S089.  Did  a large  majority  of  the  meeting? — Yes. 

8090.  Was  it  unanimous  upon  that  view?— There  were  but  one  or  two  mao-is- 

trates  of  the  court  dissentients  to  it.  0 

8091.  The  Government  officers,  I believe,  unanimously  opposed  it?— They 

opposed  it.  } 

8092.  Did  it  give  rise  to  some  discussion  ? — There  was  some  discussion. 

8093.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Brien  reading  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter? 
— Yes. 

8094.  Did  he  explain  his  construction  of  it  to  the  magistrates  and  cess- 
payers?— Yes. 

8095.  Was  that  a construction  that  the  presentment  could  be  made  for  useful 
and  profitable  works,  such  as  he  previously  urged  ? — Yes. 

8096.  Did  they  agree  with  him  that  he  could  do  that  ?— The  officers  dissented 
from  him. 


8097.  They  insisted  that  no  presentments  could  be  made  unless  under  the 
fourth  clause  ? — Yes. 

8098.  Was  the  question  put  by  the  chair? — Yes. 

8099.  Was  it  carried  ? — Yes. 


8100.  Y as  there  one  dissentient  voice,  or  more? — There  was  one  certainly, 
perhaps  two. 

8101.  How  many  were  in  favour  of  it? — I suppose  perhaps  about  a dozen. 

8102.  A dozen  on  one  side,  and  one  or  two  dissentients? — Yes. 

8103.  Were  the  presentment  schedules  duly  copied,  in  consequence  of  the 
resolutions  being  carried? — Yes,  I understood  they  were. 

8104.  And  handed  to  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury  ? — Yes. 

8105.  Do  you  know  the  Government  officers  refused  to  sign  it  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  previously  advanced  ?— Yes. 

8106.  Were  you  present  during  the  whole  of  the  meeting? — Yes. 

8107  Did  you  hear  a single  expression  used  at  that  meeting,  either  by 
Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair,  or  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  which  was  calculated  to 
excite  the  people,  or  to  lead  them  to  commit  personal  violence  upon  the  Govern- 
ment officers?— Certainly  not. 


8108.  Were  either  of  those  gentlemen  violent,  or  excited,  or  offensive  in  their 
language  or  demeanor  to  the  Government  officers?- — I do  not  consider  so. 
Wynne'  ^ ^ app6al  made  t0  the  PeoPle  bY  anybody  ?— Yes,  by  Captain 


8 no.  What  was  that  appeal;  what  did  he  say  to  them? — It  was  on  the 
occasion  when  a person  told  him  that  his  statements  were  incorrect  about  the 
complaints,  and  he  said  he  was  borne  out  by  a respectable  cesspayer,  and  he  was 
sure  there  were  other  persons  in  the  meeting  who  could  also  corroborate  that 
statement,  and  several  voices  called  out  “ aye,  aye.” 

Sin.  Do  you  think  the  remark  made  by  Captain  Wynne  himself  was  more 
likely  to  excite  the  people  than  anything  that  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macna- 
mara said  r— I do  not  think  that  anything  occurred  at  any  time  during  the 
meeting  likely  to  excite  the  people. 

8112.  Neither 
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8112.  Neither  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers,  nor  the  Members  for 
Clare  ? — No. 

8113.  Do  you  consider  that  statement  had  good  foundation  or  not? — I was 
very  much  astonished  when  I read  it. 

8114.  You  say  when  you  saw  that,  it  surprised  you  very  much? — Very 
much. 

8n5-  What  parts  of  it  do  you  most  object  to  ?— The  part  I speak  particu- 
larly to  is,  where  Captain  Wynne  complains  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  Members. 

8116.  Will  you  read  the  words?— “I  and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board 
have  strong  reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who 
appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the 
assassin,  and  hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who 
were  present.” 

8117.  Do  you  find  that  expression  in  the  letter  purporting  to  be  from  Captain 
Wynne  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  Ennis,  September  5th, 
and  given  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  page  308  of  the  blue  book  ?— Yes. 

8118.  Was  there  anything  in  the  conduct  of  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare 

which  ought  to  be  designated  in  those  terms,  or  anything  approaching  them  ? 

1 do  not  think  that  anything  occurred  to  cause  such  a description  of  it. 

8119.  Although  nothing  that  they  did,  in  your  opinion,  showed  that  they 
went  there  for  the  purpose  of  holding  up  the  officers  of  the  Government,  one 
and  all,  to  the  assassin,  was  there  anything  in  their  conduct  which  was  likely  to 
produce  that  effect  ? — I did  not  consider  so. 

8120.  Did  they  halloo  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who 
were  present? — The  mob  were  perfectly  peaceable. 

8121.  Did  they  halloo  them  on  ? — Never. 

8122.  Was  there  anything  in  the  least  degree  approaching  to  conduct  de- 
serving such  a description  as  that  ? — None  whatever. 

8123.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.\  Were  the  peasantry  in  the  county  of  Clare  in 
an  excited  state  generally  ? — In  some  parts  of  the  county  they  were  ; in  the 
eastern  part. 

8 1 24.  In  the  part  we  are  speaking  of,  do  you  undertake  to  say  they  were 
peaceful  and  quiet  ? — It  was  the  most  peaceful  part  of  the  county. 

8125.  Being  the  most  peaceful  part  of  the  county,  were  not  the  peasantry  of 
that  part  of  the  county  in  a state  of  excitement? — I do  not  think  they  were,  and 
I know  a great  deal  of  them,  I have  great  communication  with  them. 

8126.  The  Members  for  Clare  have  great  influence  with  the  people  there, 
have  they  not? — They  have;  they  reside  in  the  neighbourhood. 

8127.  You  consider  the  people  there  look  up  to  them  as  gentlemen  of  property 
and  consideration  in  that  county  ? — I think  they  do. 

8128.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  it? — Of  course  they  look  up  to  any  other  gen- 
tleman there. 


8129.  you  say  they  do  not  look  more  to  gentlemen  like  Mr.  O’Brien  and 
-Major  Macnamara  than  to  the  common  persons,  intermediate? — Perhaps  the 
tenants  of  other  gentlemen  might  look  up  more  to  their  own  landlords. 

8130.  I use  the  term  “ peasantry”? — The  peasantry,  of  course,  would  look 
up  to  their  own  immediate  landlords. 

r w^1’  ^ou  not’  *n  y°ur  0pini0n>  think  the  peasantry  in  the  neighbourhood 
or  W est  Clare  look  up  to  them  ? — They  do,  certainly. 

S 132.  On  the  occasion  of  the  meeting,  may  I ask  you  whether,  in  your 
opinion,  you  consider  that  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  was  favouring  the  views  of 
tie  Board  of  Works,  or  withstanding  them? — He  took  a view  of  Mr.  Labou- 
cneres  letter  which  was  opposed  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

1 33-  Was  that  notwithstanding  the  Board  of  Works? — Of  course  it  was 
opposed  to  their  officers  ; they  took  different  opinions. 

J34*  Now,  in  the  discussion  upon  that  letter,  did  not  warm  language  ensue? 

1 cannot  say  that  there  was. 

In  y°ur  judgment? — In  my  judgment  they  may  have  spoken  a little 

„ . ’ a.  Mr.  O’Brien  referred  to  the  meeting  at  Corofin ; but  beyond  that  I do 
not  consider  so. 


g you  see  anything  disrespectful  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 

par^  ° '^0T^S  ? — ^ not  think  there  .was  anything  disrespectful  on  their 

3M  8137.  Of 


J.  S.  O'Brien,  Esq. 
9 June  1847. 
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J.  S.  O'Brien,  Esq. 
9 June  1847. 


8137.  Of  what  class  of  people  were  the  crowd  in  the  court  composed  ?— They 
were  chiefly  of  the  lower  order  of  people;  the  peasantry. 

8138.  How  did  they  behave  themselves? — Remarkably  quiet. 

8139.  No  shouting  ? — One  or  two  individuals  shouted  once. 

8140.  Did  they  show  a sympathy  with  what  was  going  on  from  the  bench  ? — 
They  did. 

8141.  Did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  address  them? — No,  he  did  not  address 
the  crowd. 

8142.  Did  they  hear  what  was  said  ? — Of  course  they  heard  every  word  he 
said ; but  it  was  not  addressed  to  the  crowd,  it  was  to  the  cesspayers  and 
magistrates. 

8143.  And  to  the  Government  officers? — Yes. 

8144.  When  he  addressed  the  Government  officers,  was  not  the  purport  of 
those  observations  to  convince  them  they  were  wrong,  and  to  assert  that  he  was 
right  r—  Yes. 

8145.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  on  occasions  the  people  in  the  body  of  the 
court  showed  no  expression  of  assent  or  dissent  ? — None  in  the  world. 

8146.  They  were  as  quiet  as  you  are  now  ? — I think  so. 

8147.  Do  I understand  you  to  say,  that  part  of  the  country  was,  in  your 
judgment,  safe  and  quiet? — Yes. 

8148.  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  that  the  Government  officers,  if  such 
was  the  case,  should  go  armed  for  their  lives  about  at  that  time? — No  occasion 
in  that  district. 

8149.  No  occasion  whatsoever? — None. 

8150.  Were  you  aware  of  a person  of  the  name'  of  Hennessy  being  shot 
about  that  time  ? — That  was  18  miles  to  the  eastward  of  this  place,  and  quite  a 
different  district. 

8151.  You  consider  that  as  no  evidence  at  all  of  the  state  of  that  district?— - 
None  whatever. 

8152.  Where  was  it  that  he  was  shot  ? — Near  Clare. 

8153.  That  was  subsequent,  I believe,  to  the  meeting? — I do  not  know  the 
date. 

8154.  Should  you  be  surprised  to  hear  it  was  within  four  or  five  days? — 
I know  it  was  immediately  about  the  time ; it  could  not  be  more  than  a few  days 
after  the  meeting. 

8155.  Within  four  or  five  days  ? — Certainly. 

8156.  But  you  consider  that  as  no  evidence  of  the  temper  of  society  in 
that  part  of' Clare,  it  being  18  miles  off? — No. 

8157.  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  it  in  the  district  where  that  man  was  shot  in  We9t 
Clare? — It  was  in  that  district;  it  is  the  part  I distinguish  as  East  Clare  from 
West  Clare ; but  in  the  town  of  Clare  there  was  great  excitement. 

8158.  In  your  judgment,  did  the  Government  officers  receive  the  co-operation 
of  gentlemen  in  your  circumstances,  or  did  you  withstand  them  and  think 
their  plans  were  wrong,  and  say  so  ? — We  generally  concurred  in  their  views, 
because  I never  heard  this  question  discussed  at  any  previous  sessions  to  Ennis-, 
timon. 

8159.  Am  I to  understand  you  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  in  your  part  of  the 
county  generally  concurred  with  the  views  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  that  time? 
—The  gentlemen  of  the  county,  if  they  could  have  gone  in  this  case  on  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter,  would  have  preferred  doing  so. 

8160.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  the  Committee  that  the  gentlemen  of  that  part  of 
Clare  generally  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Government  officers  under  the 
Board  or  Works  at  that  time? — Generally  speaking,  they  did. 

8161.  And  it  is  perfectly  untrue  if  we  are  told  they  were  withstood  by  the 
gentlemen,  or  members  of  the  committees? — I think,  generally  speaking,  they 
did  ; I can  only  speak  from  my  opinion. 

8162.  Did  you  not  differ  entirely  from  their  construction  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter  ? — Yes. 

8163.  Did  not  that  lead  to  a difference  of  opinion  between  you:- — On  that 
occasion. 

8164.  Was  that  the'  only  occasion  you  differed  from  them  ?— Yes. 

8165.  Do  you  consider  there  was  no  other  time  except  on.  that  occasion  that 
you  differed  from  them  ? — None. 

Si 66.  Then  the  Government  officers  had  every  reason  to  think  you  and  the 

gentlemen 
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o-entlemen  of  your  committee,  persons  who  co-operated  with  them,  and  gave 
your  countenance  and  support  upon  every  occasion  ; am  I to  understand  that, 
excepting  the  instance  at  Ennistimon? — Yes,  except  that  instance. 

Si 67.  How  many  persons  might  be  on  that  occasion  at  Ennistimon  in  the 
mob  r— There  may  have  been  500  or  GOO  people  in  the  court-house.  I could 
not  say,  it  was  a very  crowded  meeting. 

81 68.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Which  was  your  own  relief  committee  r — Ennis. 

8169.  Chairman.']  How  far  is  that  from  Ennistimon  ? — Fourteen  Irish  miles. 

8170.  In  your  committee  at  Ennis  I understand  you  to  say  you  had  not  the 
same  controversy  and  disputes  with  the  Government  officers  which  you  found  at 
Ennistimon  on  that  occasion  ? — That  was  a presentment  session  ; the  committee 
was  different  altogether. 

8171.  Were  presentment  sessions  held  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

8172.  Did  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  entertain  the  same  views  with  regard 
to  useful  works  that  the  presentment  session  did  at  Ennistimon  ? — No,  the  ses- 
sion we  held  was  previous  to  Ennistimon. 

8173.  Then  the  matter  was  not  in  discussion? — No. 

8174.  Then  you  had  no  dispute  and  controversy  with  the  officers  ? — No. 

8175.  At  Ennistimon  you  found  that  discussion  raised  ? — Yes. 

8176.  And  you  took  the  part  of  the  rest  of  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  ? — 
Yes. 

8177.  Mr  .Bellow.]  Did  you  attend  to  your  own  committee? — I have  at- 
tended. 

8178.  Did  you  take  an  active  part  in  the  relief  committee? — I have  attended 
sometimes ; I did  not  take  a very  active  part.' 

8179.  Chairman.']  Will  you  again  look  to  this  letter  of  Captain  Wynne’s,  and 
state  any  other  paragraph  or  allegation  which  you  object  to  which  you  think 
is  not  fair  and  right? — I do  not  see  any  particularly. 

8180.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  did  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  state  that 
he  himself  preferred  110  complaint  against  Mr.  Millett? — Yes. 

8181.  Did  he  say  who  preferred  it  ? — No,  he  said  he  had  preferred  no  com- 
plaint, or  he  was  not  going  to  prefer  any  complaint. 

8182.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Millett  being  stopped  in 
the  streets  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

8183.  Chairman.]  You  never  heard  it  till  this  moment  ? — Not  till  this  mo- 
ment. 

Si  84.  Do  you  recollect  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  leaving  the  town 
for  Ennistimon  ? — I passed  them  on  the  road. 

81 85.  After  they  had  been  remaining  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

8186.  From  anything  you  saw  in  the  town  or  on  the  road,  or  anything  you 
heard,  have  you  reason  to  believe  there  was  any  cause  of  apprehension  of  danger 
to  those  gentlemen  ? — None  whatever. 

8187.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  It  was  perfect  nonsense  for  the  Government 
officers  to  carry  arms  for  their  protection  in  the  district  about  Ennis  and  Ennis- 
timon?— They  are  different  districts. 

8188.  Take  Ennistimon;  will  your  knowledge  of  Ennistimon  justify  you  in 
saying  that  the  officers  had  no  reason  in  the  world  for  carrying  arms  for  their 
protection  ? — I really  think  at  that  time  they  had  none. 

8189.  What  did  you  suppose  they  did  it  for? — I suppose  from  apprehension, 
but  m my  judgment  I do  not  think  there  was  any  occasion. 

I tli  k ^ WaS  an  lmreasona^e  apprehension,  you  think,  they  were  under? — 

tl  Chairman.]  Was  there  any  time  that  you  think  there  was  danger  to 

le  officers,  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  carry  arms  about  Ennistimon? — I am 
Dot  aware  of  any.  I have  been  only  occasionally  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

8192.  You  are  not  frequently  there  ? — I am  not  frequently  there. 

”93.  Do  you  know  the  district  of  West  Clare  generally? — Yes. 

8194.  Is  the  population  very  numerous  and  very  destitute? — Yes. 

8195.  Was  the  potato  cultivated,  from  certain  circumstances,  more  in  that 
istnct  than  in  any  other  part  you  are  aware  of? — Yes,  from  the  facilities  of 

getting  sea- weed. 

Si 96.  Was  it  almost  the  sole  subsistence  of  the  poorer  classes? — Yes,  almost 
me  soie  subsistence. 

0,105«  3 L 8197.  Did 
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8197.  Did  that  account  for  the  very  great  distress  on  the  failure  of  the  potato 
crop  there  more  than  other  places  ? — Yes,  at  least  it  was  severer  there. 

8198.  Do  you  know  whether  the  small  occupiers  suffered  from  the  same  cause 
as  the  poorer  classes  ?— Yes. 

8 199.  To  what  extent  ? — To  a great  extent. 

8200.  Were  there  small  farmers  who  had  some  cattle  dwindling  down  into 
a state  of  starvation  by  disease  ? — Yes. 

8201.  Notwithstanding  their  privations  and  distresses,  is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  people  of  West  Clare  were  patient  and  enduring  ? — Certainly. 

8202.  Was  it  the  most  peaceable  and  the  most  quiet  of  any  part  of  the  whole 
county  of  Clare  ? — I think  so. 

8203.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Is  it  your  opinion  that  county  Clare  was,  for 
Ireland,  a particularly  quiet  district  at  that  time  ? — Not  the  eastern  part  of  it. 

8204.  The  western? — The  west  was  particularly  so. 

8205.  Would  you  say  in  comparison  of  any  other  county  that  could  be  named? 
— I could  not  say  exactly  about  any  other  county. 

8206.  What  do  you  mean  then  ; in  comparison  of  what? — Compared  with  the 
eastern  part,  I would  say  some  of  the  neighbouring  counties ; perhaps  Limerick. 

8207.  Without  comparison,  you  say,  in  your  judgment,  West  Clare  was  about 
that  time  in  a very  quiet  and  orderly  state  ? — It  was. 

8208.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  are  agent  to  a considerable  property  in  Clare r — 
Yes. 

8209.  Were  you  agent  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  Stackpoole  estate? 
—Yes. 

8210.  Did  you  at  any  time  receive  rent  from  any  of  those  employed  on  the 
works  ? — I do  not  know ; I cannot  say  who  were  on  the  works  in  that  district, 
for  I never  inquired  ; I may  have  received  for  some. 

8210*.  Would  you  conceive  a person  ought  to  be  on  the  works  who  could  pay 
rent  ? — Certainly  they  ought ; for  the  Court  of  Chancery  has  pressed  them  so 
very  tightly  for  it. 

8211.  They  ought  to  be  on,  though  paying  rent  ? — Yes. 

8212.  Do  you  consider  they  wore  fit  objects  for  receiving  public  money  ? — 
Yes,  certainly;  under  the  Court  of  Chancery  they  are  very  strict  in  requiring 
the  rent ; and  if  a man  have  any  possible  means,  either  by  pledging  or  other 
means,  to  make  up  some  of  his  rent,  he  will  do  it  to  try  and  save  being  turned 
out  of  his  house ; he  looks  upon  that  as  his  greatest  misfortune. 

S213.  Would  the  Court  of  Chancery  allow  money  for  him  under  the  Relief 
Act .? — In  some  cases  they  have. 

8214.  Would  not  that  negative  the  idea  of  wishing  to  receive  rent  in  that 
way  ? — In  this  instance  I had  the  order  from  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  was, 
if  the  persons  paid  up  to  May  1846,  to  make  them  allowances;  and  some  of 
them  owed  two  years  rent  previous  to  that. 

8215.  I fear  that  was  perfectly  futile  for  any  results? — There  were  few  able 
to  take  advantage  of  it. 

8216.  Mr.  S.  Crauford.~\  I understand  you  to  mean  that  a person  may  be 
able  to  pay  rent,  and  might  be  very  poor,  so  as  to  require  relief  from  the  public 
works? — Yes. 

8217.  In  your  answer  you  refer  particularly  to  the  tenants  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  ?— I referred  to  those  particular  instances. 

8218.  With  regard  to  the  tenants  of  other  landlords,  do  you  consider  they 
would  be  in  the  same  condition,  tenants  paying  rent  to  be  entitled  to  relief  011 
the  public  works  r — Y es. 

8219.  You  think,  in  the  same  way,  they  would  be  subjected  to  ejectment  by 
their  landlords  as  well  as  the  Court  of  Chancery,  if  they  did  not  pay  their  rent? 

8220.  And  therefore  you  consider,  though  they  may  pay  rent,  they  may  still 
be  objects  deserving  of  relief? — Yes. 

8221.  Mr.  Belleio.]  Would  not  the  result  be,  that  the  harder  the  landlord, 
the  more  claim  the  tenant  would  have  to  receive  public  money  ? — No ; where 
the  land  is  in  very  small  divisions,  and  large  families  and  a parcel  of  under- 
tenants on  it,  in  that  case,  though  the  individual  who  held  the  farm  was  the 
immediate  tenant  of  the  landlord,  he  might  pay  the  rent,  but  his  under-tenant 
could  pay  nothing  at  all,  and  they  were  persons  who  ought  to  get  relief. 

S222.  Chairman.']  If  a receiver  did  not  always  report  what  was  due,  or  show 
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an  affidavit  that  he  had  distrained  and  held,  would  he  be  charged  with  the  arrears 

of  rent,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  1 I do 

not  know  whether  the  court  makes  that  a general  rule  or  not,  but  I have  under- 
stood it  is  to  be  applied  to  me. 

S223.  If  rent  were  in  arrear,  and  you  did  not  levy  the  rent,  or  show  an 
affidavit  that  yon  had  distrained  for  it,  would  you  be  accountable  r— I mio-ht  be 
charged  with  it  for  neglect  of  duty.  0 

8224.  Have  you  in  that  part  of  the  country  met  many  persons  who  had  10  or 

15  acres  of  land  and  a cow,  being  still  in  such  distress  as,  in  your  judgment  to 
be  fit  objects  to  be  put  oil  the  works  ? — Yes.  & 5 

8225.  Do  you  know  much  of  the  circumstances  of  people  in  that  part  of  the 

country  Yes,  a little  ; it  is  a very  large  district;  1 know  the  general  appear- 
ance  of  the  country.  ° ri 

8226.  Can  you  state  whether  the  Poor-law  valuation  is  incorrect  both  as 
regards  the  value  and  the  names  of  the  ratepayers  ? — I find  it  so.  * 

8227.  To  a great  extent?— Yes,  and  I have  heard  other  complaints  also. 

8228.  In  what  parts?  In  the  district  of  Corcomroe,  Ennistimon,  and  Kilrush 
union. 

8229.  And  Liscannor? — Yes,  that  is  in  the  Ennistimon  union, 

8230.  Is  it  at  all  to  be  depended  upon  in  its  statement  of  value?— I do  not 
think  it  is. 

8231.  Mr.  Solicitor -General. 2 Who  made  it? — There  were  valuers  appointed 
to  value  the  land. 

8232.  Was  there  a power  of  appeal  against  it? — There  is. 

8233.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Is  it  not  generally  considerably  under  the  lettino-  value  ? 
— Yes. 

8234.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Considerably  ? — In  some  instances  I have  seen 
it  very  considerably  under,  and  in  others  very  nearly  equal. 

8235.  Upon  an  average  ? — Of  course  upon  an  average. 

8236.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Do  you  think  it  is  too  favourable  to  the  tenant?—! 
do  not  consider  it  too  favourable  to  the  tenant. 

8237.  You  think  that  the  land  was  valued  too  low  ?— The  times  are  so  much 
altered  since,  I do  not  think  it  too  low  now. 

8238.  You  say  it  was  incorrect  ?— I have  seen  in  some  places  the  Poor-law 
valuation  was  below,  where  I have  seen  other  lands  valued  equally,  of  the  same 
description. 

8239.  In  those  cases  you  think  it  was  more  favourable  to  the  tenant  than  the 
landlord  ? — In  some  instances  more  favourable  to  the  tenant,  and  in  others 
more  favourable  to  the  landlord. 

8240.  If  that  was  the  case,  why  was  there  not  an  appeal  by  the  landlord  or 
tenant,  m those  cases  where  the  incorrectness  was  stated  to  exist  ? — I think  they 

seem  to  let  it  lie  as  it  is.  - 

8241.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Right  or  wrong,  they  don’t  mind  ? — Right  or 
or  wrong,  they  don’t  mind. 

8242.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  That  was  their  own  fault? — It  was. 

8243.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  much  may  it  be  under  the  letting  value? 
In  some  I have  seen  it  half. 

is  ^r"  C'rawford.]  May  I ask  what  you  mean  by  the  “ letting  value 

„ tiie  rant  “}at  the  landlord  receives  that  you  call  the  letting  value  ? — Yes. 

45-  Or  stipulates  to  receive  ? — Yes. 

the  fefdlord^^1  ^ ** — ^ie  rent  ^iat  tenant  pays,  that  he  stipulates  to  pay 

tliinWi"  t^0Se  cases»  where  you  find  the  valuation  under  the  rent,  do  you 

real  v f r,en\  was,a  true  criterion,  or  that  the  rent  was  too  high  for  the 

anrl  if&  Ue  r , tand  r — In  those  instances  I think  the  rent  was  a fair  rent, 
and  it  was  from  that  I took  it. 

thfw*  ^r*  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  any  cases  in  which  the  valuation  is  over 
the  lettmg  vaiue  r-No,  I do  not  know  any  case. 

rent  on'  1 1 i?  ^0U  ^ink  the  Court  of  Chancery,  being  informed  by  you  that  no 
under  th  • receive<*  excePfc  from  persons  employed  on  the  public  works,  would, 
to  tW  cifcums1iances>  order  you  to  press  for  it  ? — I cannot  give  you  any  answer 
that  question  ; I am  not  competent  to  do  so.  J 

^idtor-General.]  Were  any  comfortable  persons  put  on  the  relief 
* °*  3 n 2 lists 


r.  S.  O’Brien , Est*. 
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J s 0.Blia!  Esq.  lists  of  any  committee  yon  attended  I— I do  not  know  ; I never  interfered  in  the 
— relief  committees. 

g June  1847.  825 1 . You  do  not  know  of  any  comfortable  persons  being  put  on  any  lists  in 

your  part  of  the  country  P — I do  not,  to  my  knowledge. 

8252.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? — I have  heard  there  were. 

8253.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — I have  heard  there  were;  and  I believe 
there  were. 

8254.  Mr.  Bellew.]  On  the  Stackpoole  property,  did  you  not  take  part  as  re- 
gards the  persons  put  on  the  works  ? — No ; it  was  at  Ennistimon,  and  I was  not 
a member  of  the  relief  committee. 

S255.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Without  being  a member  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee, do  you  not  know  anything  about  the  persons  on  the  Stackpoole  property 
being  put  on  the  lists?— Yes,  I know  there  were  great  numbers. 

8256.  Do  you  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  persons  in  comfortable 
circumstances  were  put  on  ? — I do  not  think  there  were  on  that  property. 

8257.  On  any  property  you  had  to  do  with?— Not  any  property  I had  to  do 
with  ; I am  not  aware  of  it ; I never  inquired. 

8258.  It  was  no  part  of  your  duty  ?— I heard  many  complaints  of  persons  not 

being  put  on.  ....... 

8259.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  persons  complaining  that  comfortable  person 
were  put  on  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute?— I have  heard  instances  of  such. 

8260.  This  is  not  the  first  time  you  have  heard  of  it?— I have  heard  instances 
of  it,  and  in  some  instances  I have  inquired  and  found  that  the  statements  that 
people  gave  me  were  not  true. 

S261.  Chairman.]  In  what  respect  ?— That  there  were  comfortable  persons 
put  on ; that  they  were  left  off,  and  more  comfortable  persons  than  themselves 
were  put  on.  _ „ . . . 

8262.  When  you  inquired,  what  did  you  find  ? — I found  it  was  not  the  tact. 

8263.  What  was  the  fact  ?— That  they  were  taken  off  the  work,  and  that  the 

persons  who  were  perhaps  left  on  were  not  in  the  comfortable  circumstances  they 
told  me  they  were.  , 

8264.  It  having;  been  represented  that  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances 

were  left  on  the  works,  you  found  that  persons  so  represented^  were  not  com- 
fortable, and  that  they  ought  to  have  been  left  on  ? — I think  so,  in  some 
instances.  T 

82 65.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  In  all  cases? — I do  not  know  as  to  all  cases;  i 

cannot  say.  _ , 

8266.  Mr.  Belleio.]  Did  you  not  conceive  it  your  business,  as  agent  for  the  btact- 
poole  estate,  to  make  personal  inspection  as  to  the  persons  who  were  employe  or 
not  employed  on  the  works  on  that  particular  estate  ? — Where  I heard  any  com- 
plaints from  the  people  not  being  employed,  I inquired  into  those  cases.  . 

8267.  Did  you  not  think  it  your  duty  to  inquire  whether  persons  living  on 

an  estate  of  which  you  were  agent  were  proper  objects  or  otherwise  for  re  le 
on  the  works? — The  estate  is  so  divided  over  the  country  that  I could  no  po 
sibly  have  been  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  ..  . 

8268.  Mr.  Solicitor- Generali]  Are  we  to  understand  that  because  of  “ie  l 

sion  of  the  estate  you  did  not  think  it  your  duty  to  inquire  into  the  eon1  » 
•of  the  people  who  ought  to  be  set  to  work  ?- — I inquired  into  the  concUtio 
the  people.  I knew  the  circumstances  of  the  people  very  well,  and  if  any  c _ 
to  say  they  were  not  employed,  I generally  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  the  c 
niittee.  . ^ 

8269.  Did  you  not  think  it  your  duty  to  go  and  see,  without  being  c^e 
upon  to  do  it,  that  the  proper  persons  were  upon  the  works  ? — I shou 
acted  upon  my  own  knowledge  of  the  property. 

8270.  Did  you  not  consider  it  your  duty  to  inquire  ? — I did  inquire. 

8271.  Upon  such  inquiry,  did  you  not  find,  in  several  instances,  tha 

fortable  persons  were  put  upon  the  works? — I cannot  say  that  I did. 

8272.  Will  you  say  you  never  did  ? — Yes.  tj,e 

8273.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  representative  of  that  property  0 ^ 

relief  committee  ? — There  was  a gentleman  who-  acted  there  for  me, 
Calcott.  jg  t0. 

8274.  Chairman.]  Stackpoole’s  property,  which  you  manage,  I believe,  

tally  different  from  the  property  you  spoke  of  as  Dean  Stackpoole’s  propd  y • 

Tes'  ' 8275-  ^ 
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8275.  Was  your  attention  directed  to  get  as  many  persons  put  on  as  you  J 
could  rather  than  to  keep  persons  off? — I wished  to  have  the  poor  people  em- 
ployed, and  none  of  the  comfortable;  I gave  them  no  encouragement ; I refused 

to  give  them  letters  to  get  employment. 

8276.  Comfortable  people  did  apply  to  you? — Some  of  them  did. 

8277.  And  you  told  them  the  circumstance  that  you  thought  rendered  them 
unfit  objects  to  be  put  upon  the  works,  and  you  refused  to  give  them  a letter  ? 

— Yes. 

8278.  Did  you  give  letters,  requesting  that  persons  might  be  put  on  who  had 
any  land  or  cattle?— I did. 

8279.  You  did  not  consider  those  two  circumstances  a criterion  showing  that 
they  must  necessarily  be  kept  off  the  works  ? — I know  that  they  were  in  very 
great  destitution. 

° 8280.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  How  many  cows  would  you  allow  a man  to 
have,  and  give  him  a letter  to  be  put  upon  the  works  ? — I suppose  a couple  of 
cows,  in  some  instances. 

S2S  i . How  much  land  ? — The  quantity  of  land  would  vary  greatly,  according 
to  its  quality. 

8282.  With  50  acres  and  a couple  of  cows  you  would  send  a man  to  the 
works  ? — Some  50  acres  would  not  feed  a cow. 

8283.  That  is  not  the  condition  of  all  the  land? — No,  it  is  not. 

8284.  But  if  a man  had  a couple  of  cows  and  a horse,  would  you  still  send 
him  to  the  works  ? — Yes. 

8285.  You  would  think  the  possession  of  such  stock  would  not  make  any  dif- 
ference to  you  ? — I should  judge  of  his  circumstances ; generally  speaking,  if  he 
had  a large  family,  if  he  had  no  means  of  disposing  of  his  stock,  or  turning  them 
to  any  benefit  during  the  winter,  or  should  have  sold  them  at  a great  sacrifice ; 

I have  known  cows  sold  at  1 l.  within  the  last  month. 

8286.  Chairman.]  Although  a man  might  have  land  and  cattle,  would  not 
his  state  depend  upon  several  other  circumstances,  which  must  be  inquired  into  ? 

— Yes. 

8287.  Would  one  circumstance  be  the  amount  of  rent  which  he  might  pre- 
viously owe  ? — I should  not  consider  that. 

8288.  Why  ? — Because  that  might  have  arisen  from  many  causes. 

8289.  Would  not  the  amount  of  the  rent  he  might  owe  be  an  ingredient  in  the 
question  of  his  destitution? — It  would. 

8290.  And  on  the  circumstance  of  his  owing  his  landlord  much  rent  would 
depend  whether  he  was  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  his  cows,  or  whether  he  could 
dispose  of  his  land  ? — I should  think  the  landlord  would  try  and  prevent  his 
doing  either. 

8291.  I understand  you  are  not  a member  of  any  relief  committee: — Yes, 
Ennis. 

8292.  Have  you  never  attended  to  the  lists? — I have  occasionally ; I have 
been  very  much  occupied  when  the  lists  were  making  out,  and  I have  also  been 
out  of  the  country  some  time. 

8293.  Chairman .]  As  to  the  Poor-law  valuation,  is  it  very  incorrect  as  to 
names  of  persons  put  down  in  the  lists? — Yes,  in  that  district  there  has  been 
no  revision. 

8294.  Although  certain  names  appear  upon  the  Poor-law  valuation,  may  they 
have  altogether  changed  and  other  persons  taken  possession  of  their  holdings  ? 
-In  numerous  instances. 

8295.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  the  fact  ? — I do. 

82g6.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Is  it  not  the  fault  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  that 
the  revisions  are  not  made  as  they  ought  to  be  ? — Certainly. 

8297.  It  is  their  neglect  ? — It  is. 

8298.  Chairman]  Be  it  the  neglect  of  one  or  another,  the  fact  is  as  you 
state  ? — It  is. 

8299.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  it  is  common  in  that  district  for 
two  or  three  heads  of  families,  each  having  children,  to  live  together  in  the  same 
house  ? — Frequently. 

8300.  Do  you  know  the  registry  of  freeholders  previously  to  1846  ? — Yes. 

8301.  You  know  what  it  is  ? — Yes. 

8302.  In  your  opinion,  would  an  inspection  of  the  Poor-law  valuation,  the 
value  there  put  in,  and  the  name  of  ratepayers  there  put  together,  with  the 

0-105;  3 l 3 inspection 


. S.  O'Brien , Esq. 
9 June  1 847. 
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J.  s.  O'Brien, Esq.  inspection  of  registered  freeholders,  afford  any  sort  of  evidence  of  the  people  not 

being  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — I do  not  think  they  can  now.  1 

9 June  1847.  8303.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I do  not  understand  you  to  say  you  have  ever 

looked  to  see  ? — No. 

8304.  You  have  never  made  the  experiment? — Never. 

8305.  Chairman .]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  great  numbers  of  persons  got  their 
names  put  on  the  registry  of  freeholders  who  had  no  title  legally  to  be  there  ?— 
I cannot  answer  that  question. 

.8306.  Mr.  Bellew .]  No  person  can  be  on  th  registered  list  that  has  not  been 
registered  before  the  assistant-barrister  ? — I suppose  not. 

8307.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  I suppose  without  being  an  infallible  test  it  is 
a pretty  fair  test  of  the  qualification  of  the  parties? — I should  suppose  so  - I 
should  suppose  the  officers  take  care  of  that. 

8308.  Chairman.]  Supposing  it  were  proposed  to  compel  the  small  farmers  to 
dispose  of  their  stock,  or  get  quit  of  their  land  before  they  could  be  placed  on 
the  works,  do  you  think  that  would  be  very  unadvisable  and  unjust  both  to  the 
landlord  and  tenant  ? — I think  so. 

8309.  Would  you,  of  the  two,  prefer  that  a person  so  circumstanced  should  be 
allowed  to  keep  his  stock,  and  hold  his  land,  and  be  put  upon  the  works  ?— Yes. 

8310.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Of  what  are  you  speaking  when  you  say  you 
have  a preference  one  way  instead  of  another  ? — Instead  of  selling-  their  stock 
and  disposing  of  all  their  property  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  coming  for 
relief,  it  would  be  better  to  try  and  give  them  the  relief,  and  nurse  the  little 
means  they  have,  that  perhaps  hereafter  they  might  recover  themselves. 

8311.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  that  was  a general  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  relief  committee  ? — I think  the  relief  committees  had  a leaning  that  way. 

8312.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  course  might  prevent  their  ultimately 
becoming  permanently  paupers  ; whereas  if  they  were  sold  up  they  would  be 
placed  in  a situation  from  which  they  would  not  recover  ? — That  was  the  view 
of  the  committees. 

8313.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  how  many  relief  districts  are  there  properties  to  which 
you  are  agent  ? — I believe  eight  or  nine. 

8314.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that  the  description  of  stock  possessed  by 
small  farmers  is  quite  unsaleable  during  the  winter  months  l— Yes. 

8315.  And  during  the  spring  also? — Yes. 

8316.  Mr.  S.  Crawford J\  Why  so? — During  the  winter  months  the  cattle 
are  m a very  low  condition ; they  only  feed  them  with  grass ; they  seldom  have 
any  hay.  I his  year  the  distress  prevented  them  buying  any. 

l‘ttl  17'  ^ey  u°fc  generally  produce  any  hay  upon  their  own  land? — Very 

8318.  Chairman.]  Has  the  difficulty  of  selling  which  existed  before,  been 
much  increased  by  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  ? — It  has,  by  the  want  of  money 
among  the  people,  and  the  great  anxiety  of  others  to  sell  their  stock. 

”3 1 9*  Hid  not  the  poorer  classes  of  people  feed  even  their  cattle  on  potatoes? 
— 1 es,  very  extensively. 

8320.  And  being  deprived  of  that,  the  cattle  must  become  poor  ? — Yes. 

8321.  And  were  there  not  other  circumstances  ; that  the  failure  of  the  potato 

crop  prevented  the  people  from  rearing  pigs  ? Yes. 

S322-  And,  therefore,  they  had  very  little  money  to  spare  for  other  purposes  ? 

8323.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Is  there  very  little  turnip  sown  in  that  county  ?— 
ocarcely  any. 

8324.  Chairman .]  Have  you  known  the  two  Members  for  Clare  a longtime? 
— I have. 

q325-  How  long  r Certainly  20  years;  Major  Macnamara  much  longer. 

0320.  Have  you  seen  their  conduct  as  magistrates  and  gentlemen  of  the 
county?— I have. 

^327-  Have  you  ever  seen  anything  in  their  conduct  to  induce  you  to  think 
that  they  would  incite  the  people  to  violence  ?—  Certainly  not. 

0328.  Have  you  always  observed  them,  on  the  contrary,  anxious  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

. ^329-  Can  you  state  whether,  since  the  census  of  1841  was  taken,  the.popula- 
tion  has  increased  very  much  in  that  district  ? — I have  not  known  that  country 
well  until  after  1844. 

8330.  Has 
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S330.  Has  it  increased  very  much  lately  ?— I cannot  tell. 

8331.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  Ennis  relief  committee  the  only  one  you  at- 
tended ? — Yes,  the  only  one  I was  a member  of. 

8332.  And  you  did  not  attend  any  of  the  others  ? — No. 

8 333-  You  did  not  attend  in  any  of  the  eight  or  nine  districts  in  which  there 
were  properties  to  which  you  were  agent  ? — No. 


Jo  vis,  10°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 

Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-general. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Lieutenant  Edward  John  Morris , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

8334-  Chairman.']  ARE  you  a Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  ? — I am. 

8335-  Are  you  Inspector  of  the  Coast  Guard  in  Malbay,  in  the  district  of 
county  Clare? — I am. 

8336.  When  were  you  appointed  to  that  service?— In  1836,  in  Ireland. 

8337.  Had  you  been  in  Ireland  before  ? — Not  before  1 836. 

833S.  I believe  you  are  an  Englishman? — I am. 

8339.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  Clare  coast  between  Kilrush  and 
Doolin  ? — Very  well. 

8340.  How  many  miles  of  coast  does  that  comprehend  ? — I consider  it  to  be 
about  40  miles. 

8341.  Were  you  a member  of  any  of  the  relief  committees  in  that  district  dur- 
ing the  end  of  last,  and  the  commencement  of  the  present  year? — I was. 

8342.  What  portion  of  the  last  year  were  you  a member  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees ? — From  the  period  of  the  committees  being  appointed. 

8343-  When  did  you  first  attend  any  relief  committee? — At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  formation  of  the  committees. 

8344.  Where  did  you  first  attend? — At  Miltown,  Malbay,  and  Ennistimon. 

8345-  When  did  you  first  attend  at  Ennistimon  ? — I am  not  certain  as  to  the 
month ; but  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  failure  of  the  potatoes. 

8346.  About  August  ? — About  August. 

8347.  Were  you  an  ex  officio  member  ? — I was. 

8348.  Did  you  attend  the  relief  committees  of  which  you  were  an  ex  officio 
member,  as  often  as  the  duties  of  your  coast  guard  permitted  ? — I did. 

8349.  How  often  did  you  attend  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — To  the  best 
of  my  recollection  not  more  than  four  times ; the  Liscannor  committee  did  not  sit 
until  latterly,  the  business  being  conducted  at  Ennistimon  before  that  period. 

8350-  For  the  first  time  in  August,  when  you  attended  the  Ennistimon  commit- 
tee, the  Liscannor  committee  did  not  exist? — It  did  not. 

8351.  When  was  the  first  time  that  you  attended  the  Liscannor  committee? — 
ome  time  in  November,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

S352.  Had  you  been  previously  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Liscannor  ? — Frequently; 
generally  once  a week  on  my  coast  guard  duties. 

V3',  How  often  do  you  think  you  attended  the  relief  committees  at  Ennisti- 
m°R  ’ * ™ag*ue  from  16  to  20  times. 

j354*  y°u  know  Mr.  O’Brien,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  county  of  Clare? 

. 8355.  Had  you  an  opportunity,  during  your  attendance  at  Liscannor  and  En- 
ms  imonj  of  observing  the  way  in  which  he  conducted  the  business  and  conducted 
himself  ?— I had. 

8356.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  business  ? 

3L4  —Mr. 


J.  S.  O’Brien,  Esql 
9 June  1847. 


Lieut.  E.  J.  Morris. 


10  June  1847. 
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Lieut.  E.  J. Morris.  —Mr.  O’Brien  appeared  to  me  always  exceedingly  anxious  to  conduct  the  business 

most  efficiently;  his  anxiety  was  very  great  at  all  times  I had  an  opportunity  of 

10  June  1847.  seeing  him. 

8357.  Was  it  a very  difficult  sort  of  business  that  devolved  upon  him  ?— It  was 

most  difficult.  . . 

8358.  Did  you  frequently  converse  with  him  upon  it  r — 1 did,  very  frequently. 

8359.  Did  you  discuss  with  him  and  consider  with  him  the  best  mode  in  which 
relief  could  be  administered  for  the  distress  of  the  people  ? — I did,  frequently. 

8360.  Did  you  consider  him  active  in  attending  to  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  judicious  in  the  application  of  the  relief  that  was  offered  by  Government?— 
Very  active  and  very  constant. 

8361.  In  what  way  did  he  administer  those  duties  that  devolved  upon  him?— 
By  recommending  those  peculiar  works  which  were  considered  best  suited  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  times. 

8362.  Do  you  know  whether  he  made  any  attempts  to  prevent  or  lessen  the 
heavy  burdens  that  fell  upon  the  country  in  the  shape  of  presentments?— His 
endeavour  appeared  to  be,  to  restrict  useless  works  as  much  as  possible,  and 
further  those  which  were  considered  to  be  of  benefit. 

8363.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a dispute  between  him  and  the  other 
members  of  relief  committees,  and  the  Government  officers,  regarding  the  con- 
struction of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere ; whether  the  money  was  to  be  applied 
to  profitable  and  useful  works,  or  only  to  those  which  were  permanently  useful? 
— I do  remember  it  perfectly. 

8364.  Did  you  agree  with  Mr.  O’Brien  in  thinking  it  should  be  applied  to 
profitable  and  useful  works;  and  did  you  consequently  disagree  with  the  officers 
of  the  Government? — I did  not  agree  with  Mr.  O’Brien  ; I considered  the  officers 
were  right  in  their  view  of  it. 

8365.  Did  you  discuss  that  with  Mr.  O’Brien? — To  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge I did  not.  I differed  with  him ; but  I did  not  consider  it  necessary  tu 
express  it. 

8366.  You  heard  discussions,  I suppose? — I have  spoken  with  him  about  it 
since. 

8367.  You  knew  there  were  discussions  and  differences  of  opinion  upon  it  at 
the  time? — I did. 

8368.  And  he  abided  by  his  opinion? — He  did. 

8369.  Did  you  see  anything  wrong  or  improper  in  the  way  in  which  he  advo- 
cated the  opinions  he  had  formed  ? — He  was  very  animated,  as  is  his  usual 
manner.  He  appeared  to  me  exceedingly  anxious  to  carry  his  view,  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  a right  one ; but  I did  not  see  anything  beyond  his  usual 
warm  and  animated  manner  in  discussion. 

8370.  Do  you  know  whether  he  paid  any  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  with  the  view  of  keeping  them  out  of  idle  and  bad  habits ; and  if  so,  in 
what  way? — I at  all  times  heard  Mr.  O’Brien,  when  spoken  to  by  persons  who 
applied  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  getting  employment  on  the  public  works,  say 
that  it  was  much  better  for  those  who  could,  if  possible,  avoid  it,  to  attend  to 
their  own  lands ; and  I heard  him  observe  that  their  lands  were  overrun  with 
weeds,  in  several  instances,  and  absolutely  refused  to  make  any  application  for 
them  under  those  circumstances.  His  observation  was,  they  could  earn  more 
money  in  clearing  their  fields  of  useless  and  noxious  weeds,  than  earning  od. 
or  1 q £?.  on  the  roads. 

8371.  Do  you  remember  a complaint  being  made  of  the  scarcity  of  tools.— 
The  complaint  was  very  general  on  the  roads. 

8372.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  make  that  complaint  on  behalf  of  the  people  who  were 
employed  ? — The  complaint  was  expressed  at  every  relief  committee  which  I 
attended,  and  the  question  asked  of  the  officers  when  further  tools  would  be 
supplied. 

8373.  Were  the  tools  insufficient  ? — They  were,  in  quantity. 

8374.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  such  pressure  upon  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  the  officers  executing  their  duties  under  the  Board 
of  Works  in  that  district,  that  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  obtain  a sum: 
ciency  of  tools  for  the  people  who  were  employed? — I considered  it  quite  impos- 
sible to  procure  tools  at  the  time. 

83  75-  And  the  consequence  at  the  time  upon  the  people  must  be  the  same,  to* 
cause  discontent  ? — Quite  so. 

8376-.  Did 
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8376.  Did  they  work  upon  taskwork? — Some  portions  upon  taskwork;  others 
hy  the  day. 

8377.  Do  you  know  whether  the  want  of  tools  prevented  those  put  upon  task- 
work earning  wages  which  they  might  otherwise  have  done? — The  complaint  of 
want  of  tools  was  so  general,  I am  not  aware  I could  make  any  distinction. 

8378.  Do  you  remember  complaints  being  made  that  the  officers  of  the  Board 
did  not  measure  the  work  which  was  given  out  to  be  done  by  task  ?— I do. 

8379.  Was  that  made  by  the  labourers  themselves? — It  was. 

S380.  W as  it  a complaint  loudly  or  generally  made?— It  was. 

8381.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  CEBrien  adopted  that  complaint,  and  urged 
it  upon  the  officers  of  the  Government? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

8382.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  a failure  in  the  activity  of  measuring 
the  work?— A great  delay  took  place,  but  the  officers  stated  they  had  not  suffi-° 
dent  force  to  carry  out  the  measurement  at  the  time. 

8383.  From  what  you  saw  of  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed,  and  the  number  of  Government  officers  in  the  district,  are  you  of 
opinion  the  officers  did  everything  it  was  in  their  power  to  do,  and  the  delay  was 
caused  by  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  control  ? — I considered  the 
officers  made  every  exertion  in  their  power,  so  far  as  they  were  acquainted  with 
the  habits  of  the  people,  to  carry  the  Act  into  effect. 

8384.  But  the  effect  upon  the  people  was  the  same,  that  they  did  complain  ? 

Precisely. 

8385.  Sir./.  fValsk.~\  I am  desired  10  ask  whether  you  could  give  any  instances 
of  the  non-measurement  of  the  works? — On  the  Seafield  line  particularly,  which 
is  in  my  immediate  neighbourhood,  I had  occasion  to  pass,  and  on  that  line  the 
people  repeatedly  complained  that  they  could  not  get  the  taskwork  measured  for 
them,  nor  could  they  get  paid  what  they  termed  their  overage.  They  received  a 
certain  sum  per  day,  but  the  sum  that  was  due  for  extra  work,  being  taskwork, 
was  not  paid  in  consequence  of  not  being  measured. 

8386.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  any 
overage  ? — I understood  from  the  overseers  employed  on  the  road  there  was  over- 
age, and  they  would  be  paid  when  any  opportunity  occurred  to  measure  it. 

8387.  Do  you  know  what  delay  took  place  in  the  measurement;  at  what  period 
it  was  measured? — I am  not  certain  what  delay  look  place;  the  people  were 
naturally  impatient,  and  would  consider  it  a delay  if  it  were  only  for  a day. 

8388.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Were  you  at  any  of  the  meetings  at  which  Captain 
Wynne  was  present,  where  there  was  any  personal  quarrel  or  altercation  between 
him  and  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — There  was  a strong  discussion. 

8389.  Where? — At  Ennistimon. 

8390.  What  day  ? — On  the  4th  of  December. 

8391.  But  nothing  happened  amounting,  in  your  judgment,  to  a personal 
quarrel? — Certainly  not. 

8392.  Not  on  any  of  the  occasions  on  which  you  were  present? — No. 

8393-  You  say  you  discussed  with  Mr.  O’Brien  the  mode  of  relief;  why  did 
you  not  discuss  with  him  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  when  you  differed  with  him 
upon  the  construction  of  it  ? — The  letter  was  discussed  between  the  officers  of  the 
Board  and  the  principal  members  of  the  committee ; it  was  overruled  in  favour 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  consequently  I was  not  called  upon  for  an  opinion, 
and  I did  not  give  one  on  that  occasion. 

8394.  Were  you  not  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  committee? — I was. 

8395.  How  came  you,  a principal  member  of  the  committee,  holding  an 
opinion  against  Mr.  O’Brien  at  that  time,  not  to  express  it? — Because  the  chair- 
man expressed  his  decided  opinion  upon  Captain  Wynne’s  part,  and  it  was  carried 
m mvour  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

8396.  Who  was  the  chairman  ? — Archdeacon  Whitty,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection. 


8397.  Upon  other  occasions,  where  you  agreed  with  him,  you  discussed  it; 
ut  am  I to  understand  that  on  this  occasion,  when  you  differed  from  him,  you 
id  not  give  him  the  benefit  of  your  opinion? — I gave  no  opinion,  as  I did  not 

consider,  after  it  was  arranged  by  the  chairman,  there  was  any  occasion. 

8398.  Was  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty  the  chairman  at  the 
meeting  of  the  4th  ? — Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

°399 • Chairman. ] Whoever  was  the  chairman,  are  you  quite  sure  that  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  was  there  ? — I am. 


0.105. 
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8400.  And 


Lieut.  E.  J.  Morris- 


10  June  1847. 
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Unt.E.J.  Mo  nil.  84CO.  And  that  he  took  a leading  part  in  the  discussion?— He  did. 

8401.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  O’Briens  conduct,  in  attending  to  the  interest 

10  June  1847.  0f  the  poor  agricultural  labourers  in  his  neighbourhood,  is?— It  appears  to  me 
unremitting  and  very  extensive. 

S402.  Did  he  employ  a great  number  of  labourers  ?— He  did. 

8403.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  continued  to  do  so  during  the  distress  of  last 
autumn  and  this  spring.- — I am  not  aware  to  what  extent  Mr.  O Brien  employed 
labour  at  that  time. 

8404.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  improved  his  property  very  much  by  the 
employment  of  labour  upon  it  ?• — Greatly. 

8405.  Is  he  a good  and  kind  landlord  to  his  tenants? — I had  frequent  conver- 
sations with  his  tenants,  and  they  have  always  spoken  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  a kind 
and  indulgent  landlord. 

8406.  1 am  told  that  his  estate  at  Birchfield  is  an  estate  in  improvement  equal 
to  any  estate  in  England? — Yes. 

8407.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  is  the  size  of  his  estate? — I understand 
it  is  1,200  acres. 

8408.  Is  it  arable? — A good  portion  of  it  is  arable,  and  that  portion  has  been 
principally  recovered  lroin  the  worst  of  bogs. 

8409.  Sir  ./.  Walsh.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  are  aware  of  Mr. 
O’Brien  having  dismissed  any  of  the  labourers  whom  he  usually  employed,  during 
the  period  of  the  distress? — I did  not  hear  of  such  a circumstance. 

8410.  Chairman.]  On  recollection,  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  whether 
Archdeacon  YVhitty  or  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair  at  the  session  to  which 
you  have  alluded,  at  Ennistimon  ? — On  recollection,  I think,  to  the  best  of  my 
judgment,  it  was  Major  Macnamara. 

8411.  You  have  stated  that  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  there  t — Yes. 

. 8412.  Are  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  an  industrious,  well-conducted  class?— Well- 
conducted,  peaceable,  and  orderly. 

8413.  Did  the  men  under  your  command  ever  require  any  assistance  or  pro- 
tection of  any  sort  from  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — They  have. 

8414.  In  the  execution  of  their  duty  ? — In  connexion  with  the  feeling  which 
existed  in  the  neighbourhood  with  the  population,  which  generally  is  more  or  less 
against  such  men  as  the  coast-guard  men. 

8415.  Did  they  receive  that  assistance  and  protection  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to 
which,  as  officers  and  servants  of  the  Government,  they  were  entitled? — They  did. 

8416.  Was  that  any  particular  occasion,  or  do  you  speak  generally  r— There 
was  one  particular  occasion  : there  had  been  many  vexatious  complaints  for- 
warded by  the  people  against  the  coast  guard, . in  consequence  of  some  portions 
of  tillage  which  was  found  necessary  for  the  coast  guard  to  have  in  their  hands, 
as  they  could  not  procure  articles  from  the  market ; those  complaints  were  sent 
down  to  the  commander,  and  it  was  then  that  the  coast  guard  applied  to  Mr. 
O’Brien  to  justify  them,  and  he  did  so  by  sending  a proper  statement,  to  the 
Board,  which  satisfied  them,  and  since  that  period  they  have  never  been 
molested. 

8417.  So  far  as  you  know,  has  he  been  ready  to  afford  persons  employed  under 
you  assistance  when  required  ? — At  all  times ; and  has  stated,  if  I required  it, 
was  to  make  an  application  to  him. 

8418.  Were  you  at  the  presentment  session  at  Ennistimon  on  the  4th  Decem- 
ber 1 846  ? — I was. 

8419.  Who  was  in  the  chair  ? — Major  Macnamara. 

8420.  Mr.  O’Brien  and  other  gentlemen  attended  ? — Yes. 

8421.  Was  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  discussed  there,  as  on  other  occasions  on 

which  you  have  been  present  ? — It  was  there  principally  discussed ; that  was  t e 
first  time  I heard  it  discussed.  ■ . r 

8422.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  enforce  by  argument  his  view  of  the  construction  0. 

that  letter? — He  did.  . , 

8423.  His  construction  being  that  the  money  should  be  employed  upon  use  u 
and  profitable  works  ? — Exactly. 

8424.  Did  Major  Macnamara  adopt  that  construction  also? — I am  not  aware 

what  opinion  Major  Macnamara  expressed  on  the  subject.  . , 

8425.  Did  you  hear  in  the  course  of  that  discussion. any  expression,  either  ro 

Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara,  calculated-  to  excite  the  people  who  w 
present  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of, Works  ?— I did  not.  S4  6 Do 
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8426.  Do  you  think  Mr.  O Brien,  who,  you  stated,  enforced  his  views,  did  Lieut.  E.J.  Morris. 

it  in  a proper  and  temperate  manner  r — He  did  it  in  a warm  and  energetic  manner,  — 

which  is  his  custom  in  discussion.  10  June  1847. 

8427.  Is  that  his  customary  manner  in  urging  his  own  view  in  any  argument? 

— Yes. 

8428.  Was  there  anything  improper  in  his  conduct  ? — I consider  it  was  warm 
and  energetic,  and  beyond  that  which  most  persons  use,  but  I know  it  was  Mr. 

O’Brien’s  habit  and  manner. 

8429.  Was  it  calculated  to  excite  the  people,  in  your  opinion  ? — The  people  on 
any  subject  connected  with  the  works  were  already  in  a state  of  excitement,  and 
at  all  those  meetings  were  ready  to  be  clamorous  at  any  moment  when  an  obser- 
vation was  made  by  any  one  which  had  a tendency  to  decrease  or  delay  the  works, 
and  consequently  they  were  clamorous,  but  not  more  so  than  at  all  other  meetings 
I attended. 

8430.  Do  you  not  think  when  that  feeling  existed,  it  would  have  been  prudent 
not  to  have  spoken  upon  the  subject,  which  might  increase  the  excitement,  in 
their  presence  ? — At  the  moment  of  the  discussion  I do  not  consider  that  the 
presence  of  the  people  was  considered  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee. 

8431.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ considered  ”?— ' They  were  present  as  a matter 
of  course,  the  court  being  open  ; but  I do  not  consider  the  conversation  had  any 
reference  to  the  presence  of  the  people,  but  applied  more  immediately  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government. 

8432.  Was  the  session  held  in  the  usual  way  in  which  those  matters  are  dis- 
cussed?— Yes. 

8433.  Do  you  think  Mr.  O’Brien  used  the  argument  as  amongst  those  consulting 
upon  the  matter,  rather  than  to  the  people  in  the  court? — Yes. 

8434.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  people  heard  right 
well  what  passed  upon  the  bench  ? — Yes. 

8435.  And  noticed  what  took  placer — Yes. 

8436.  And  showed  it? — And  showed  it. 

8437.  How  did  they  show  it  ? — By  loud  acclamations  of  assent  or  dissent  to 
the  course  of  argument. 

8438.  Sir  /.  Walsh.]  If  it  had  been  judged  expedient  to  exclude  the  people 
from  the  court,  that  would  have  been  a departure  from  the  usual  course  of 
practice? — It  would. 

8439.  -And  your  opinion  was,  during  those  discussions,  they  were  fair  differences 
ot  opinion  arising  between  those  gentlemen  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  that  there  was  not  any  appeal  to  the  people  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

8440.  Chairman.]  If  the  people  had  been  excluded  from  the  meeting  on  that 
and  similar  occasions,  is  it  your  opinion  that  would  have  excited  the  people  very 
much? — It  was  customary  to  admit  the  people. 

8441.  If  they  had  been  excluded,  what  effect  would  that  have  upon  them  ? — I 
apprehend  very  little  effect. 

8442.  Do  you  know  that  it  is  obliged  to  be  an  open  court  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment?— I am  aware  of  the  fact  that  those  committees  were  always  held  in  open 
court. 


8443.  Was  the  session  a quiet  one  or  a boisterous  and  violent  one  ? — Boisterous 
and  violent. 

8444.  How  were  they  generally  at  that  time? — All  boisterous  and  violent. 
8445-  Was  this  more  so  than  others  ? — It  was  more  so  than  some,  and  not 

equal  to  one  which  I attended. 

8446.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Which  was  that  ? — Kilkee. 

844?-  Sir  J.  Walsh .]  When  you  say  “ violent  and  boisterous do  you  mean 
0 characterize  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  committee  or  the  people  wit- 
nessing-it  ? — The  people. 

8448.  Chairman.]  Was  there  much  clamour  among  the  people ?— There  was. 

8449.  Was  that  a general  circumstance  in  similar  meetings  ?— It  was  universal. 
45o.  Do  you  know  whether  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  attended 

tat  and  similar  meetings,  and  clamoured  for  work  as  much  as  these  who  were 
destitute  ?— They  did. 

45 1 • Sir  J . W alsh.]  Are  you  aware  whether  there  were  many  persons  in 
comfortable  circumstances  placed  upon  the  works  to  the  exclusion  of  others  in  a 
noie  destitute  condition? — It  was  generally  reported  to  be  the  case:  and  I have 
aot  the  lightest  doubt  that  it  was  so. 

°‘105-  3112  8452.  Mr. 
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Lieut.  E.J.Momt.  8452.  Mr.  Borthmck.]  Was  the  one  meeting  you  described  at  Kilkce  a 

sent  men  t session,  or  a meeting  of  the  committee? — A presentment  session 

10  June  1847.  8453.  Was  there  any  crowd  there? — There  was. 

8454.  I*  "'as  not  held  with  closed  doors  ? — It  was  not. 

8455.  Is  there  not  a wide  difference  between  presentment  sessions  and  meet- 
ings of  the  relief  committees? — A great  difference. 

8456.  What  would  be  legitimate  in  one  would  be  very  improper  in  the  other* 

— Quite  so.  The  committees  sit  with  closed  doors,  but  presentment  sessions  ar 
open.  e 

8457.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  With  respect  to  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances 
placed  upon  the  lists,  was  it  in  the  power  of  the  committees  at  all  times  to  dis 
tinguish  who  were  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  who  were  not  ?—I 
consider  at  times  it  was  impossible,  at  other  times  very  difficult. 

8458.  Why  do  you  consider  so  ?— It  frequently  occurred  that  persons  presented 
themselves  for  admittance  on  the  relief  lists,  and  in  consequence  of.the  committee 
being  of  opinion  they  were  not  proper  objects,  they  were  refused.  The  applica- 
tions were  repeated,  and  by  perseverance  and  watching  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  were  adverse  to  their  admittance  on  the  lists,  they  would  contrive  in 
spite  of  many  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  to  get  themselves  on  the  list. 
It  was  a most  difficult  task  to  keep  them  off ; for  members  of  the  committee  not 
being  able  at  all  times  to  attend,  advantage  was  taken  of  that,  and  many  of  them 
found  sufficient  friends  among  a certain  class  of  independent  fanners  who  had  in- 
fluence, and  in  many  cases  they  forced  themselves  upon  the  works  in  the  absence 
of  those  who  would  otherwise  have  restrained  them. 

8459-  The  admittance  or  exclusion  depended  not  so  much  upon  the  general 
knowledge  of  the  committee  as  upon  the  particular  local  knowledge  of  one  indi- 
vidual?— Yes. 

8460.  And  in  the  absence  of  those  members  a man  might  force  his  wav  upon 

the  works  ? — Exactly.  J v 

8461.  The  committees  were  variously  composed;  they  were  not  composed 
exclusively  of  gentlemen? — No,  they  were  not. 

8462.  Some  gentlemen,  and  a number  of  farmers,  and  persons  in  that  condition 
of  society  ?— Poor-law  guardians  and  individuals  of  that  description  ; and  they 
frequently  formed  a majority,  and  overruled  the  opinions  of  the  gentlemen  present, 
who  would  have  excluded  persons  from  the  lists  who  were,  in  consequence  of  their 
bping  outvoted,  placed  upon  the  lists. 

8463.  Supposing  a person  presented  himself  to  the  committee,  and  claimed  to 
e admitted  upon  the  works,  and  that  only  one  or  two  persons  were  acquainted  with 
is  particular  circumstances,  might  it  not  often  occur  that  those  persons  were 

men  in  so  subordinate  a class  of  society  as  to  be  acted  upon  by  improper  motives? 

Quite  so ; and  frequently  it  occurred  that  those  very  persons  introduced 
people  themselves  upon  the  lists. 

8464.  Then  the  body  of  the  committee  would  not  be  to  blame,  but  only  those 
w o.  ought  to  have  exercised  a discrimination,  knowing  the  circumstances  of  that 
particular  person  ? — Quite  so. 

8465.  Would  it  be  possible,  under  those  circumstances,  for  any  one  of  the 
committee  or  the  chairman  to  exercise  full  control  over  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  ? — He  had  not  that  power. 

8466.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Have  you  seen  the  Clare  Journal  of  December 
tne  10th  i — 1 am  not  aware. 

^467.  Which  contains  an  account  of  that  extraordinary  presentment  session  ? 

1 imagine  that  the  article  you  speak  of  at  present  refers  to  a subsequent  pre- 


®4®8’  No  it  refers  to  the  4th  S-I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

..n4n9j  . fVT  a.'  »>at  "reeling  Mr.  Cornelias  O’Brien  complain,  that 

r e*  • ,»r  the  }nchlflum  sessions,  to  grapple  with  the  insinuations  made  by 
ap  ain  ynne,  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  county  were  capable  of  putting  men 
in  good  circumstances  on  the  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute”  ?-I  can- 
not say  that  I remember  it. 

8470.  Can  you  remember  hearing  Mr.  O’Brien  say  that  be  denied  the  right  of 
Captain  Wynne  to  interfere  with  relief  committees  at  all  i— To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I heard  Mr.  O’Brien  tell  Captain  Wynne  that  he  did  not  consider 
he  had  a right  to  interfere  at  presentment  sessions. 

0471.  Relief  committees  is  the  question  I am  putting  lo  you ; did  you  not 
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hear  Mr.  O’Brien  deny  Captain  Wynne’s  right  to  interfere  with  relief  commit- 
tees, or  say  he  denied  it? — No,  I did  not. 

8472.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Is  it  your  impression  he  made  that  observation  with 
reference  to  the  presentment  session  and  not  to  the  relief  committees  ? — That  is 
my  impression. 

8473.  You  do  recollect  his  making  an  observation  of  that  kind,  but  vour 
opinion  is,  it  bore  reference  to  a presentment  session  ?— Yes. 

8474.  In  point  of  fact  the  presentment  sessions  were  meetings  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  county  to  determine  upon  the  adoption  of  any  particular  works,  to  be 
submitted  afterwards  to  the  Board  of  Works; — Exactly. 

8475.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  it  was  not  the  particular  business  of  Captain 
Wynne  to  interfere  in  the  selection  of  those  works? — It  was  understood  at  that 
time  by  the  committee  that  Captain  Wynne  was  appointed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  revising  and  correcting  the  lists  of  persons  employed  under  the  relief 
committees. 

8476.  Under  that  impression,  the  committees  thought  he  had  not  a right  to 
interfere  with  respect  to  the  choice  and  selection  of  works  at  presentment  ses- 
sions?— That  appeared  to  be  the  opinion. 

8477.  That  expression  you  heard  would  have  been  a reasonable  remark,  and 

not  one  which  would  bear  an  offensive  character  towards  Captain  Wynne? 

Quite  so. 

8478.  Mr.  7 homely.]  Are  you  aware  of  persons  being  struck  off  the  lists  by 
the  Government  officers  on  the  ground  of  their  being  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? 
— I am. 

8479.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  numbers  so  dismissed?— I cannot  state 
accurately  the  numbers  ; they  were  variously  reported. 

84.80.  Do  jou  think  the  Government  officers  exercised  a sound  discretion  in 
dismissing  those  parties? — I consider  they  used  the  best  discretion  in  their  power, 
according  to  their  judgment  and  information. 

8481.  Chairman. ] Had  the  Government  officers  a position  of  very  great  diffi- 
culty and  responsibility? — Very  great. 

8482.  Did  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  of  striking  off  persons  who  were 
improperly  upon  the  lists,  place  them  in  a difficult  and  dangerous  situation  as 
regarded  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood? — I consider  it  did. 

8483.  Did  they,  under  the  difficulties  of  their  situations,  execute  their  duties 
faithfully  and  truly? — I consider  they  did. 

8484.  You  have  spoken  of  irregularities  you  have  described,  of  people  being 
put  upon  relief  lists  at  the  different  committees;  do  you  know  whether  irregu- 
larities of  that  description  were  practised  upon  the  Liscannor  committee,  and  to 
what  extent?— I consider  they  were  practised  less  at  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon 
than  at  any  oLher  of  the  committees. 

8485.  W ere  they  practised  to  any  extent  there,  that  yon  are  aware  of  ? — I heard 
statements  of  that  fact,  but  I am  not  aware  that  such  took  place. 

8486.  During  the  four  times  you  attended  you  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  that  ? — No. 

8487.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.  1 You  say  the  people  were  already  a good  deal 

excited  there  ?— Yes.  J 

8488.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  the  people  in  the  court 
generally  ? — The  whole  neighbourhood,  but  particularly  the  court. 

8489.  Do  you  acknowledge  it  was  a prudent  precaution  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  officers  to  go  armed  about  that  time?— I never  considered  it  neces- 
sary to  carry  arms. 

8490.  I am  speaking  of  the  officers  ? — From  circumstances  which  latterly  took 
place,  from  various  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works,  who  were  attacked,  I do 
consider  it  was  necessary  to  go  armed. 

8491.  For  safety  of  life? — Yes. 

8492.  Did  you  know  of  the  attack  upon  the  man  Hennessey? — Yes. 

8493.  Were  you  in  that  part  of  the  country  at  the  time? — I was  no-t  near 
11011,8 ; I was  on  the  coast. 

8494.  Chairman.]  Is  the  part  of  the  country  where  Hennessey  was  shot  at  in  a 
woise  state  than  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon  ? — Infinitely  worse,  as  to  disturbance. 

.°495*  The  question  is  rather  whether  you  are  enabled  to  state  to  the  Com- 
nuttee.  whether,  at  the  time  you  have  been  speaking  of  attending  the  relief 
committees  and  presentment  sessions,  in  the  district  of  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor, 
°-i°5-  3 m 3 ^ 


Lieut.  E.J.  Monis. 


10  June  1847. 
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Lieut.  E.  J. Mams,  it  was  a matter  of  necessary  precaution  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works 

. should  go  armed? — I do  not  consider  it  was  necessary  to  go  armed  on  the 

10  June  1847.  coast. 

8496.  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor,  for  instance  ? — Exactly.  But  the  officers,  I 
understood,  had  to  travel  from  Ennistimon  to  Ennis;  and  that  part  of  the  country 
is  in  a very  different  state  of  excitement  from  the  coast. 

8497.  Mr . Solicitor  ■General.']  Were  you  in  that  part  of  the  country  about  a 
week  afterwards,  on  the  12th  of  December? — I was. 

8498.  What  do  you  say  of  this  ; supposing  a gentleman  of  that  country  were 
to  write  that  the  Thursday  after  the  12th  of  December  was  fixed  for  an  investi- 
gation, and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have  some  other  person  besides  Captain 
Wynne  to  preside  on  that  occasion  : “ Indeed,  it  would  not  be  safe  for  that  gen- 
tleman to  come  among  persons  who  are  disposed  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to 
them  all  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien  do  you  consider  the  state  of  the  country 
about  that  time  such  that  a public  officer  might  be  exposed  to  danger  of  his  life? 
— I consider,  if  any  officer  were  supposed  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  employment  of 
the  people,  he  would  be  in  a dangerous  state. 

8499.  Do  you  not  consider,  if  any  officer  were  supposed  to  be  personally 
obnoxious  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  his  personal  safety  might  be  more  endangered? — 
Certainly  not.  I do  not  consider  that  any  feeling  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and 
a public  officer  would  have  any  effect  upon  the  people,  independently  of  the 
question  of  work. 

8500.  Then  it  is  an  improper  observation  to  say,  “ It  would  not  be  safe  for 
Captain  Wynne  to  come  among  persons  who  are  disposed  to  resent  the  insult  offered 
to  them  all  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien”? — I consider  it  a very  improper  obser- 
vation. 

8501.  Chairman .]  After  the  meeting  of  the  4th  of  December,  did  you  dine  at 
Birchfield  with  Mr.  Hill  ? — I did. 

8502.  At  Mr.  O’Brien’s  house  ? — I did. 

8503.  Had  Mr.  Hill  any  fear  of  assassination,  or  did  he  carry  arms  at  that 
time? — He  did  not. 

8504.  Did  he  express  any  fear? — Never  ; nor  did  I hear  any  officer  say  he  had 
any  fear. 

8505*  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  You  never  heard  that  any  officer  had  any? — 
Never. 

8506.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  you  ever  heard  of  Mr. 
MacBride  having  received  threatening  notices  ? — I heard  he  had. 

8507.  Are  you  aware  that  he  was  very  much  alarmed  by  them  - 1 consider 
he  was  very  much  alarmed. 

8508.  Is  lie  an  efficient  officer  and  a person  of  character  ? — I have  seen  him 
frequently  on  the  line  of  works;  but  I am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  he  may 
be  an  efficient  officer. 

8509.  Did  you  hear  that  the  life  of  Mr.  Fitton,  the  assistant-engineer,  was 
threatened  ? — I did  not. 


8510.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  hear  of  any  threatening  letter  sent  to 
Captain  Wynne? — I heard  that  a threatening  notice  was  put  into  the  hand  of 
Captain  Wynne  at  the  door  of  the  court-house,  at  Ennistimon,  on  a subsequent 
day. 

8511.  The  12th,  was  it  not?-— A week  after  I attended. 

8512.  I suppose,  in  your  opinion,  a threatening  notice,  so  delivered  to  an  offi- 
cer, is  not  a very  pleasant  communication  ? — It  is  not ; but  they  are  matters  ot 
such  common  occurrence  in  that  part  of  the  country,  that  I do  not  attach  any  im- 
portance to  them. 

8513-  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Does  that  apply  to  Government  officers,  or  generally  r 
— Generally. 

85 1 4.  Mr.  W . Williams .]  The  people  do  not  carry  those  letters  into  execution  ?— 
Occasionally  they  do. 

8515.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  Government  officers  might  continue  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  in  the  district  near  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon,  without  being 
considered  in  personal  danger  ? — At  that  time,  and  on  that  part  of  the  coast, 
consider  they  were  not  exposed  to  danger  ; but  in  the  interior  I consider  they 
were  justified  in  carrying  arms ; in  fact,  they  were  justified  in  having  arms  at  a 
times. 


8516.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  As  a prudent  precaution  ? — Quite  so,  in  the 


interior. 

85C* 


Mr. 
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8517.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  Is  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor  within  that  district  that  Lieut. E.  J.  Morris. 
you  call  the:  interior  ?— It  is  not.  

851 S.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.7]  Why  should  they  carry  arms  in  the  interior? — 10  June  1847-  . 

Because  the  people  are  in  a more  unruly  and  excited  state  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ennis. and  Clare  than  on  the  coast. 

8519.  How  far  is  Ennis  from  Ennistimon? — Twenty  miles. 

8520.  And  you  think,  going  a distance  of  20  miles,  they  ought  to  have  carried 
arms  ? — I consider  it  was  a prudent  precaution ; it  was  a matter  of  taste. 

8521.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  there  any  difference  as  regards  the  state  of  desti- 
tution?— Not  at  all ; the  destitution  was  more  on  the  coast. 

8522.  Mr.  Borlhwick.]  Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Millett’s  life  was  in  danger  ? 

—Mr.  Millett,  I was  informed,  was  hustled  by  a crowd  (if  I may  use  the  expres- 
sion), and  for  a time  in  danger  of  some  personal  violence,  but  1 never  heard  that 
his  life  was  in  danger. 

8523.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  serions  bodily  harm  done  to  him  ? — Never. 

8524.  Did  you  consider  that  hustling  of  the  crowd  was  an  indication  of  such  a 
feeling  as  rendered  it  unsafe  for  Mr.  Millett  to  go  unarmed  ? — There  was  that 
degree  of  excitement  in  a crowded  small  town,  such  as  Ennistimon  is,  and  all 
those  small  towns,  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  an  individual  to  pass  by,  if  he  be 
obnoxious  to  the  people,  without  some  mark  of  their  displeasure ; but  I do  not 
think  it  would  amount  to  a necessity  of  carrying  arms. 

852^.  If  you  had  been  in  Mr.  Millett’s  position,  and  such  an  expression  of 
public  feeling  had  been  manifested  towards  yourself,  would  you  not  have  con- 
sidered it  was  necessary,  in  going  out  at  night,  to  be  armed  r — I should  consider  it 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  police  for  protection,  in  preference  to  carrying  arms. 

8526.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  that  carrying  arms  would  be  of  much 
use  to  you  ? — I do  not. 

8527.  Chairman.]  When  the  threatening  letter  was  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  did 
the  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  issue  an  advertisement  offering  a reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  the  offender? — They  offered  a reward  on  the  spot  the  instant 
they  heard  of  it,  and  the  utmost  excited  state  of  feeling  took  place  among  the 
gentlemen  present. 

8528.  Did  the  gentlemen  feel  strong  anxiety  to  protect  Captain  Wynne  from 
any  such  consequences? — Yes. 

8529.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  subscribe  for  the  purpose  of  apprehending  the  offender  r 
— 1 was  not  present  at  the  meeting. 

8530.  You  understood  it  to  be  so? — I understood  it,  and  I know  it  to  be  the 
case. 

8531.  Did  Major  Macnaraara  also  subscribe? — Yes,  and  Captain  Francis  Mac- 
namara  came  forward  in  a most  chivalric  and  daring  manner  to  discover  the  person. 

8532*  They  all  felt  excited  at  the  threatening  letter,  and  did  their  best  to  give 
Captain  Wynne  assistance  ? — Exceedingly  so. 

8533’  Mr.  S.  Craioford.]  Are  you  aware  whether,  in  those  districts  in  which 
you  were  connected  with  relief  committees,  any  poor  persons  were  left  off  who 
required  relief  by  being  employed  upon  the  public  works,  and  who  were  in  greater 
need  of  that  assistance  than  others  who  were  put  upon  the  works? — There  were 
many. 

8534-  What  was  the  reason  those  persons  were  not  put  on  ? — In  consequence 
of  the  restricted  number  when  the  lists  were  complete  to  the  number  permitted  by 
the  officers,  the  others  were  of  necessity  kept  off. 

8 535-  Were  there  persons  put  on  who  were  in  better  circumstances,  and  others 
left  off  who  were  in  worse  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on  those  who 
were  in  better  circumstances  ? — It  was  not  done  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them 
on ; but,  as  I observed  before,  the  difficulty  was  so  great  of  distinguishing  between 
the  most  distressed,  that  the  lists  were  filled  before  the  extreme  destitute  could  be 
m all  cases  put  on. 

8536.  Do  you  allude  to  Liscannor  in  the  answer  you  gave  me  ? — I do  not. 

8537.  Then  what  districts  do  you  allude  to,  in  the  answer  you  gave  me  ? 

Those  districts  where  there  were  few  gentlemen,  or  scarcely  any,  to  control  the 
members  of  the  committees,  which  were  mostly  composed  of  individuals  of  an 
inferior  description,  and  who  put  on  persons  who,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not  to 
have  been  placed  there. 

8538.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  How  do  you  account  for  persons  being  returned  on  the 
committee  lists  who  were  stated  to  have  land,  and  from  four  to  six  head  of  cattle.? 

0.105.  3 m 4 —The 
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Lieut.  EJ. Morris.  — The  only  way  I could  account  for  it  is  the  way  I have  before  stated,  that  th 

— persons  were  introduced  improperly  by  individuals  who  had  sufficient  influe°Se 

io  June  1847.  t0  C|G  s0>  an(j  jn  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  respectable  members  of  008 

. me  com- 

mittees. 

8539.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  were  often  in  th 
Liscannor  district?— I visited  the  Liscannor  district  every  week,  but  I did  ^ 
attend  the  committee  every  week.  not 

S540.  Do  you  think  Mr.  O’Brien  would  knowingly  have  permitted  person 
be  put  on  who  ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  ?— I am  certain,  he  would  not  S ° 

8541.  Mr.  fV,  Williams.']  Do  you  think,  under  any  circumstances,  Mr.  O’Bri 
was  capable  of  giving  a preference  to  his  own  tenantry  over  other  persons’— 
I do  not. 

8542.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  You  staled,  I think,  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  were  placed  in  extremely  difficult  circumstances,  and  had  a difficult  dut 
to  perform,  and  that  they  conducted  themselves  with  propriety  and  efficiency  T 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  relief  committees  were  not  placed  in  circumstances  as 
difficult  as  the  officers? — They  were. 

8543.  Had  they  their  own  difficulties  to  contend  with? — Yes. 

8544.  And,  upoD  the  whole,  do  you  think  the  relief  committees  performed  their 

duties? — I consider  that  where  they  were  composed  principally  of  gentlemen 
they  performed  their  duties  as  efficiently  as  the  circumstances  permitted,  but  those 
committees  composed  principally  of  persons  not  moving  in  tiie  sphere  of  gentle- 
men acted  on  a very  contrary  principle.  8 

8545-  However  well  the  relief  committee  might  be  composed,  would  it  not 
be  exceedingly  difficult  to  prevent  abuses  occurring? — I think  so. 

8546.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  the  committees  were  composed  of  as  (rood 

materials  as  they  had  to  choose  from  ? — They  had  very  few  to  choose  from  except 
poor-law  guardians  and  such  persons.  ’ v 

8547.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  It  was  stated  that  some  of  the  clergymen  did  not 
attend-;  would,  under  the  circumstances  you  have  explained,  that  many  of  the 
gentlemen  were  overruled  by  the  number  of  persons  in  a lower  grade  of  society 
the  attendance  of  gentlemen  of  that  kind  have  been  rendered  very  disagreeable  to 
themselves  ?— In  my  district  I understood  both  the  Roman-catholic  and  Pro- 
testant clergyman  attended. 

8548.  Lord  J .Manners.]  Does  that  observation  apply  to  the  whole  of  the 
period  up  to  the  last  month,  or  to  the  earlier  part? — During  the  period  of  the 
public  works  being  in  active  operation. 

85-t9-  Mr.  Stafford  0 Brier.]  Do  you  mean  to  say,  on  the  whole  the  practices 
of  the  committees  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  farmers  ?— Yes. 

550.  You  think  the  number  of  gentlemen  was  not  sufficient  to  restrain  them? 


8551.  That  was  owing  probably  to  the  great  extent  of  absentees  in  that  part 
ot  the  country  ? — Yes. 

855 2.  When  you  stated  that  the  officers  of  the  public  works  were  in  danger 
irom  threatening  notices,  you  did  not  mean  to  underrate  their  danger  by  stating 
that  threatening  notices  were  common  ? — I did  not. 

553-  Have  you  any  notion  of  the  number  of  threatening  notices,  in  proportion 

to  the  amount  of  outrages?— I have  not. 

8554.  You  do  not  imagine  that  the  fact  of  one’s  neighbour  having  received  a 
threatenmg  notice  is  any  security  to  one’s  self  ?-Certa?nly  not.  . 
thf.  KL  nd  . 5rre’  °n  ,whole>  you  do  not  mean  to  underrate  the  danger  of 
?™en  0 cers.m  having  received  threatening  notices  ? — 'Certainly  not. 

sidpr  that  ri  ln  proportlo1n  t0  the  excitement  at  the  time,  you  would  rather  con- 
sider that  danger  greater  than  less  ’—Exactly. 

raBv' ? ° you  consider  the  threats  in  those  notices  are  gene- 
rally intended  to  be  carried  into  effect  ?— I do  not. 

Occasionally^  $°^G*lor~ &trieradf]  Are  they  sometimes  carried  into  effect?— 

reason  a hip'!  ri  Do  you  consider  a threatening  notice  may  perhaps  cause 

reasonaffie  apprehension  m the  mind  of  a man  ?-I  do* 

sideration  the  statl  ^ reasonah*e  ground  of  apprehension,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  circumstances  in  that  country  ?- Quite  so. 

8561.  Mr. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  457 

8561.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  there  many  gentlemen  in  the  commission  of  the  Lieut.  E.  J. Monk. 

peace,  for  the  county  of  Clare,  who  are  not  resident  there  ?— I am  not  aware.  — ! 

8562.  Mr.  Borthwick.~\  What  is  the  state  of  that  county  now  ? — It  was  in  a 10  June  184?. 
great  state  of  destitution  when  I came  away ; but  the  people  are,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, very  peaceable  and  orderly  ; still  anxious,  of  course,  for  employment. 

8563.  Have  there  been  any  recent  outrages  at  Ennistimon? — Since  I came  to 
London  it  has  been  stated  that  an  attack  was  made  upon  the  soup  kitchen,  and 
a disturbance  took  place  in  consequence. 

8564-  Has  anybody  been  shot  there  recently  ?— On  that  occasion,  since  I came 
to  London,  a woman  was  shot,  I understood,  in  the  street,  and  several  wounded  ; 
that  was  for  a riot. 

8565.  She  was  shot,  then,  by  accident  ? — I understood  they  attacked  the  police, 
and  the  resident  magistrate  was  struck  by  a stone,  and  cut  in  the  back-of  the 
head,  and  a police  officer  knocked  down  ; and  after  that  the  police  were  ordered 
to  fire. 

8566.  Was  the  woman  shot  by  a bullet  intended  for  some  one  else? — I sup- 
pose they  fired  promiscuously  into  the  crowd. 

8567.  Mr.  W.  Williams .[]  You  make  those  statements  from  hearsay? — From 
statements  in  the  public  newspapers  and  from  letters. 

8568.  Mr.  Borthu’ick.~\  Is  that  the  district  to  which  you  made  reference  as 
being  quiet?— Generally. 

8569.  Chairman .]  Were  you  present  at  an  investigation  held  at  Liscannor,  on 
the  17th  December,  respecting  some  charges  made  by  Mr.  Westropp,  on  account 
of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I was. 

8570.  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  examining  several  of  Dean  Stack- 
poole’s tenants  ? — I do. 

8571.  Was  the  driver  Neylan  there  ?—  He  was. 

8572.  Did  he  bring  up  any  witnesses? — He  did. 

3573-  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  accuse  Neylan  of  being  the  originator  of  the 
charges? — I did. 

8574.  Did  you  hear  him  tell  Neylan  it  was  a conspiracy  got  up  against  him? — 

I did. 

8575.  Did  you  hear  him  tell  Neylan  that  the  reason  why  he  believed  Neylan 
had  made  the  conspiracy  against  him  was,  that  he  made  him  restore  a poor 
woman’s  horse  and  cart  some  time  before? — Yes. 

8576.  Did  the  investigation  go  on? — Yes. 

8577.  Do  you  remember  how  many  tenants  were  examined  ? — To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  there  were  at  least  10  ; there  might  be  more. 

8578.  Who  called  them  in  to  be  examined  ? — They  were  ordered  to  be  called  in. 
by  Captain  Wynne. 

8579.  -And  who  did  call  them  in,  do  you  remember? — The  police  were  there, 
and  the  coast  guard,  by  my  orders,  to  keep  the  room  clear  of  a crowd,  and  they 
were  promiscuously  called  in  by  the  police  or  the  coast  guard. 

8580.  Do  you  know  who  brought  them  there? — It  was  understood  they  came 
with  Neylan. 

8581.  After  the  witnesses  were  examined,  did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  state 
openly  that  the  charges  were  entirely  unfounded? — I did. 

8582.  Were  witnesses  examined  at  any  length?— They  were  asked  if  they  bad 
any  complaint  to  make  relative  to  the  charges  brought  forward  in  Mr.  Westropp’s 
letters  as  to  their  not  being  employed,  and  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  employed  in 
preference. 

. 8583.  Who  asked  those  questions? — Captain  Wynne,  and  I also  asked  ques- 
tions. 

8584.  Did  their  answers  satisfy  you  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  such  a 
charge  ? — They  all  stated  they  had  never  made  such  a charge,  and  they  had  no 
complaint  whatever  to  make. 

8385.  Did  they  say  who  had  got  the  charge  up  ? — They  did  not. 

8586.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  tell  him  he  would  make  his  report  that 
the  charge  was  unfounded  ? — I did. 

8587.  Do  you  remember  the  words  he  used? — Mr.  O’Brien  rose  and  asked 
Captain  Wynne  a question. 

u^588.  State,  as  near  as  you  can,  what  Mr.  O’Brien  said  to  Captain  Wynne? — 

INow,  Captain  Wynne,  you  have  heard  the  evidence,  and  I trust  you  will  con- 
sider it  an  act  of  justice  on  your  part  to  make  a report  of  the  circumstances  that 

°-105-  3 N have 
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Lieut.  E.J.  Morris-  have  taken  place  this  day,  and  the  nature  of  the  evidence  you  have  heard  to  tl 

officers  of  your  employ  or  the  Board  of  Works,”  or  words  to  that  effect.  ’ 16 

ao  June  1847.  ^ 8589.  What  answer  did  Captain  Wynne  make  to  that  ? — “ J certainly  shall  ” 

* 8590.  Will  you  attend  -to  Captain  Wynuejs  report  made  to  the  Board  of 
Works  of  that  investigation,  and  tell  the  Committee  whether  you  understand  it  t 
be  the  sort  of  report  from  Captain  Wynne  which  you  would  .expect : “18  De 
cember  1846.  I attended  at  Liscannor  on  yesterday,  17th,  to  investigate  th* 
complaints  referred  to  herein.  Neither  Mr.  Westropp  nor  Dean  Stacknoole 
came  forward,  nor  any  other  person  on  their  behalf.  Some  of  the  Stacknoole 
tenants  were  present,  but  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  any  of  the'charo-es 
alluded  to.  No- abuses  were  proved;  and  from  what  I could  discover  Dean 
Stackpoole’s  tenants  had  not  been  neglected  to  the  extent  stated.  I send  a 
document  from  which  I draw  this  inference ; but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  c.ome. 
at  facts  in  this  country,  from  the  insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence  that' 
pervades  all  classes  of  society”  ? — It  is  not. 

8591.  In  what  respect  do  you  think  it  is  different  from  what  you  would  have 
anticipated  ? — I expected  to  see  a statement  to  the  effect  that  the  charo-es  con- 
totally  unfounded,  and  that  Mr.  Westropp  had  no  grounds  for  the  charges  were 
tained  in  his  letters. 

8592.  Is  this  statement,  “ Neither  Mr.  Westropp  nor  Dean  Stackpoole  came 

forward,  nor  any  other  person  on  their  behalf,”  in  accordance  with  your  impres- 
sion of  what  took  place  ?— It  is  not.  F 

8593-  Did  you  consider  the  driver,  Neylan,  came  forward  in  their  behalf’— 
I did. 

8594-  Do  you  consider  the  witnesses  he  called  also  came  forward  on  their  behalf? 

— I consider  that  the  witnesses  that  were  brought  there,  were  brought  by  Neylan 
and  at  his  instigation.  - J ’ 

8595.  Mr.  Borthwick.']  Was  there  any  solicitor? — None. 

8596.  Chairman .]  Did  you  arrive  at  that  conclusion,  that  those  persons  were 
brought  forward  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Westropp  or  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole  ? 
—Neylan  was  publicly  charged  several  times  with  having  brought  them  forward, 
and  he  made  no  attempt  to  deny  it;  nor  was  there  any  attempt  at  denial  on  the 
part  of  the  parties  present. 

8597.  Mr.-  Solicitor-General.]  Did  he  admit  it?— He  said  nothin*  on  the 

subject.  0 

8598.  Chairman .]  The  next -statement  is : “ Some  of  the  tenants  were  present, 

but  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges  alluded  to;”  does  that 
expression  convey  to  your  mind  a fair  construction  of  what  took  place? — It  does 
not.  1 

1 $599'  -D1  what  respect?  Because  all  those  who  were  asked  the  question  if 
they  had  any  complaints,  distinctly  stated  they  had  none. 

8600.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Not  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  the 

mak?68*  bUt  that  ^ey  had  n°  ChargeS  t0  make  ? they  had  n0  charges  t0 

8601.  Mr.  Borthwick.']  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  charge  Neylan  with  having  com- 
mitted an  atrocious  robbery  on  a poor  woman  ?— He  did. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  took  the  Chair,  pro  tempore. 

L°r<?  Manner8.]  Were  there  any  witnesses  called  who  did  not  answer  ? 
m f U .Tn  bf.ackP°°Je  s tenants  were  repeatedly  called  for ; the  word  was  passed 
out  by  the  police  and  the  coast-guard,  to  ascertain  if  any  more  of  Dean  Stack- 
poole s tenants  were  in  attendance.  ' That  was  done  repeatedly,  and  the  answer 
was,  there  were  no  more  in  attendance,  beyond  those  who  were  in  the  room  or 
nad  been  in  the  room. 

*6“3’  Did  Neylan,  or  any  person  who  appeared  to  conduct  the  investigation, 
— He9ffid  mrt  am”  °f  ™y  tena,lts’  who’  when  theJ  were  called,  dM  1101  aPPear  ? 

thenar  Sfr-'  BZthwick')  D“™S  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  did  Mr.  O’Brien 
/OT  the  dlsP°sition  evinced  by  him  to  do  Mr.  O’Brien 
justice  "—To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  he  did.  ■ J 

When  did  you  first  see  Captain  Wynne’s  report  of  the 

lm,tnM  ?mber  l8.d6?— To.the  best  of  my  recollection,  I saw  it  in  the  Clare 
Journal  some  considerable  time  past. 

8606.  Do 
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8606.  Do  you  know  when  you  saw  it  first ; did  you  see  it  in  Ireland  ?— I did.  Lieut. F.J.Morm. 

8607.  Were  you  on  habits  of  intimacy  with  Gaptajn  Wynne  ? — I was  not.  — 

8608.  Did  you  know  him  ? — I met  him  on  a few  occasions  at  the  committee  10  June  l847* 

rooms,  two  or  three  times. 

8609.  Did  you  say  you  thought  it  was  not  quite  a correct  report  ? — I did  not; 

I never  spoke  to  Captain  Wynne  upon  the  subject. 

8610.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Does  the  statement  that  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants 
had  not  been  neglected  to  the  extent  stated,  convey  to  your  mind  a fair  impression 
of  that  investigation  ? — It  does  not. 

8611.  Chairman .]  Did  you  think  they  were  neglected  ? — I had  no  opportunity 
of  knowing  ; they  were  perfect  strangers  to  me,  but  they  themselves  declared  they 
had  no  cause  of  complaint,  and  they  had  never  stated  that  they  had. 

' 8612.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Then  I find,  “ It  is  utterly  impossible  to  comeat 

facts  in  this  country,  from  the  insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence  that  per- 
vades all  classes  of  society  ;”  do  you  think  that  that  is  a fair  description  of  the 
state  of  society  in  West  Clare  r — I do,  but  I do  not  think  it  would  apply  to  that 
meeting. 

8613.  Why  do  you  think  it  is  a fair  description  of  the  state  of  West  Clare 
generally,  but  not  a fair  description  of  that  meeting  ? — Because  each  person  was 
called  promiscuously,  and  it  was  distinctly  put  to  him,  “ Have  you  any  cause  of 
complaint  ?’*  They  each  distinctly  stated  they  had  not. 

8614.  But  if  it  is  a general  characteristic  of  society  in  that  part  of  the  country 
to  avoid  giving  evidence,  why  do  you  think  that  when  a person  is  desired  to  give 
evidence,  he  should  do  so  ?—  It  is  the  general  case  in  that  part  of  the  country,  as 
I have  stated  and  as  I have  seen  myself;  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  truth  from 
witnesses. 

8615.  If  it  is  difficult,  why  do  you  think  in  this  particular  case  the  truth  was 
extracted  from  them  ? — Because  they  had  no  object  in  view  that  I could  perceive 
to  conceal  the  truth  : it  was  to  their  own  advantage  to  make  out  the  complaint  if 
they  had  any;  there  is  a difficulty  in  eliciting  evidence  when  that  will  go  against 
a witness,  but  where’it  will  go  in  favour  I have  seldom  seen  a difficulty,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  they  will  give  double  evidence  in  their  own  favour. 

8616.  By  double  evidence  you  mean  untrue  evidence? — Untrue  evidence. 

8617.  Chairman,']  I am  desired  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  to  ask  you  whether 
he  did  not,  in  open  court,  implore  the  men  to  tell  the  truth,  and  they  need  not 
he  under  any  apprehension? — He  did,  repeatedly. 

8618.  Why  do  they  not  tell  the  truth  habitually  in  that  country;  is  it  because 
they  are  under  apprehension;  is  that  one  of  the  ingredients?— It  is  utterly 
impossible  to  form  an  opinion  on  that  subject. 

8619.  You  have  been  conversing  with  others,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  people  have  an  insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence ; what  is  the 
reason  ? — I can  give  none ; there  is  a general  aversion. 

8620.  Do  you  consider  they  are  under  apprehension  of  anything  ? — I consider 
they  are  at  all  times  under  an  apprehension  that,  if  they  speak  tire  truth  in  any 
case  which  goes  against  them,  they  will  be  losers  by  it;  and  from  the  exceedingly 
shrewd  nature  of  the  people  on  the  coast,  they  are  very  averse  to  give  an  answer 
to  go  against  themselves. 

8621.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Supposing  any  of  these  tenants  imagined  that  it 
would  be  against  their  interest  to  speak  the  truth,  they  would  abstain  from  speaking 
U? — Just  so. 

8622.  Mr.  BorthwicJc.]  Is  there  any  systen)  of  intimidation  ? — I have  not  heard 
of  the  slightest. 

8623.  Do  you  think  there  is  a natural  aversion  to  the  truth  ; that  the  truth  is 
not  popular  ? — There  is  a disposition  to  evade  the  truth  wherever  there  is  the 
slightest  chance  of  its  going  against  their  interest. 

8624.  You  think  they  had  no  reluctance  to  make  any  com  plaints  where  you 
think  they  have  an  interest  in  making  them  ? — No. 

862 5.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  by  Major  Macnamara  to  ask  if  you  have 
known  him  many  years? — I have. 

8626.  Have  you  known  him  intimately  and  well? — I have  not  so  intimately 
as  Mr.  O’Brien,  but  I have  had  opportunities  of  meeting  him  publicly  and  pri- 
vately. 

8627.  Will  you  tell  us  what  character  the  major  bears  in  that  part  of  world,  or 

0.105.  3 n 2 what 
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Sienr.  E.J.  Morris,  what  character  does  he  bear  generally  ?— The  most  indulgent  and  kind  to  all  his 
..  — ■ tenants,  and  to  all  who  come  in  contact  with  him. 

jo  June  1847.  8628.  Do  you  know  the  major’s  estate  at  Doolin? — Slightly. 

8629.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  from  such  knowledge  as  you  have,  what  condi- 
tion of  tenants  has  he,  and  what  is  the  condition  of  the  soil  ? — Some  of  the  soil  is 
excellent,  and  generally,  as  I am  given  to  understand,  in  pasture ; and  a very 
large  proportion  has  been  recovered  from  ^ the  worst  description  of  bog ; and  his 
tenants  are  described  as  laborious,  industrious,  and  well  conducted. 

8630.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Take  the  case  of  a man  who  had  emancipated  himself 
from  that  unwillingness  to  speak  the  truth  that  prevails  in  that  district,  and  sup- 
pose he  had  spoken  the  truth,  clearly  and  fully,  so  far  as  he  knew,  what  would  be 
the  position  of  that  man  remaining  in  that  country  P — On  the  occasion  in  question 
he  would  have  been  in  a perfectly  free  condition  as  he  w'as  before  ; I consider  he 
would  have  no  occasion  to  apprehend  anything  in  coming  forward  to  state  his  own 
grievances. 

8631.  You  understand  I do  not  put  that  question  with  reference  to  any  indivi- 
dual person  present  at  that  meeting ; but  generally  with  reference  to  the  county 
and  the  country  at  large  ; do  you  think  a man  who  spoke  the  truth  fearlessly, 
would  have  been  in  no  danger  whatsoever  in  remaining  in  that  country  ?— On  the 
contrary,  I consider  he  would,  under  the  circumstances,  be  looked  up  to  as  an 
example  ; he  would  be  considered  to  have  performed  a praiseworthy  duty,  and 
would  have  been  esteemed,  rather  than  otherwise,  by  the  people  in  the  country 
generally. 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  resumed  the  Chair. 

8632.  Chairman.’]  During  your  visits  at  Birchfield,  have  you  had  occasion  to 
observe  Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct  when  his  own  tenants  pressed  upon  him  to  be  put 
upon  the  relief  works  ? — I have. 

8633.  Do  you  know  of  persons  above  the  condition  of  destitute,  his  tenants, 
applying  ? — I do. 

8634.  What  has  been  his  answer  to  them  ? — His  answer  was,  he  considered 
they  were  worthless  characters,  and  he  would  not  put  them  on  the  list  and  would 
oppose  their  names  being  entered. 

8635’  Why  did  he  call  them  worthless  characters  ? — Because  he  stated  he  had 
seen  their  portions  of  land  in  a neglected  state  latterly ; that  they  were  overrun 
with  weeds,  and  that  they  could  derive  more  advantage  from  clearing  their  ground 
from  weeds  and  other  nuisances  than  they  could  from  being  employed  on  the 
public  works. 

8636.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  state  to  any  one  of  them  that  he  would  only 
hear  their  claims  when  he  was  in  the  committee  ?— On  all  occasions. 

8637.  That  he  would  not  hear  them  privately? — Whenever  I was  present  his 
reply  was,  “ I will  hear  no  application  out  of  committee.” 

8638.  Was  the  pressure,  in  your  judgment,  of  want  and  destitution  very  great 
in  the  middle  classes;  I mean  the  freeholders? — It  was;  it  commenced  amongst 
those  who  were  nearest  approaching  to  the  labourers,  and  by  degrees  it  reached 
to  others,  until  it  arrived  amongst  those  who  would  be  otherwise  called  comfort- 
able people. 

^639*  Did  it  reach  persons  who  were  on  the  registry  of  freeholders  ? — I con- 
sider it  did.  b J 

8640.  Did  it  reach  some  persons  who  had  some  land  and  some  cattle  ? — Most 
undoubtedly. 

8641.  Do  you  know  many  instances  of  people  on  the  registry  of  freeholders 
being  in  a state  of  great  privation  ? — I do. 

S642.  Do  you  think  such  persons  ought  to  have  been  on  the  works? — I under- 
s^Jtto  have  been  the  intention  of  Government  to  put  persons  on  the  works 
who  had  suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  disorder  among  the  potatoes. 

8643.  iou  think  they  ought  to  have  been,  without  being  called  upon  to  giye 
up  their  all  and  sell  their  cattle  ? — I do. 

8644.  And  in  that  period  of  the  year  if  they  had  been  obliged  to  sell  their 
cattle  were  the  cattle  unsaleable  ? — They  were. 

8645.  From  the  poverty  of  the  cattle  ?— And  want  of  purchasers.  It  was  my 
habit  on  meeting  people  returning  from  the  fairs  to  ask  the  question. 

8640.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  consider  the  landlords  would  consent  to  the  sale 

of 
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of  the  cattle?— The  cattle  coaid  not  be  sold  ; they  were  not  in  a position  for  sale, 
they  were  taken  to  the  fairs  and  brought  back  again. 

S647.  Mr.  Borihwich .]  Have  you  read  the  instructions  for  the  information  and 
Guidance  of  committees  for  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? 
— -I  have. 

8648.  In  page  5 there  are  three  classes  of  persons  described  as  fit  to  be  put 
on  the  relief  works : “1.  Persons  destitute  of  means  of  support,  who  have  the 
largest  families  wholly  depending  on  them ; 2.  Persons  with  smaller  families 
wholly  dependent  on  them  ; 3-  All  other  persons  requiring  employment  on  public 
works  for  whose  support  it  is  actually  necessary.”  Now  do  you  think  that  under 
any  one  of  those  three  descriptions,  freeholders  and  persons  possessing  cattle  and 
stock  would  come  ? — I do. 

8649.  Which  of  the  three  ? — The  last : “ All  other  persons  requiring  employ- 
ment on  public  works,  for  whose  support  it  is  actually  necessary.” 

S650.  That  you  would  say,  whether  there  were  other  persons  in  the  district 
more  destitute  or  not  ? — Certainly  not. 

8651.  Take  a county  in  which  there  are  a considerable  number  of  persons  who 
have  neither  freeholds,  stock,  nor  cattle  of  any  description,  and  who  are  starving, 
do  you  think  that  freeholders  and  persons  holding  property  and  stock  should  be 
put  upon  the  works  then? — Certainly  not,  to  the  exclusion  of  others. 

8652.  But  you  think  in  districts  where  all  those  are  well  employed  or  provided 
for,  then  persons  who  are  freeholders,  and  who  have  stock,  may  be  properly  put 
upon  the  public  works,  notwithstanding  the  funds  employed  for  their  relief  are 
collected  from  the  taxes  that  press  upon  the  labourers  of  England  and  Ireland 
generally  ? — I do ; I consider  those  persons  latterly  were  on  the  verge  of  destruc- 
tion ; their  property  was  nominal;  they  had  no  produce  to  support  themselves; 
their  cattle  were  in  that  state  that  they  could  fetch  no  price  in  the  market ; they 
were  unsaleable,  and  they  had  not  wherewithal  even  to  feed  them,  and  conse- 
quently it  was  a great  disadvantage  to  those  persons  to  hold  the  cattle,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  do  so. 

8653.  Would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  a person  so  situated  first  to  sell  the  cattle? 
— They  were  not  in  a condition  for  sale. 

S654.  Would  it  not  be  right  for  a person  holding  land  to  resign  it  to  his  land- 
lord?— There  is  a great  objection  amongst  all  small  holders  to  resign  their 
land. 

8 655.  Would  that  be  adequate  ?— The  objection  is  so  strong,  I think  they 
would  do  anything  rather  than  give  it  up. 

8656.  You  consider  the  millions  of  money  spent  by  the  Board  of  Works  was 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  persons  in  circumstances  little  better  than  those  of 
Ireland  ? — Yes. 

8657.  And  you  still  hold  that  this  should  be  done  r — There  was  nothing  to 
save  those  from  destruction  but  the  intervention  of  charity. 

8658.  Would  it  not  throw  the  land  out  of  cultivation  altogether  to  hold  that? 
— In  some  instances  it  might ; not  generally. 

8659.  How  would  it  be  cultivated  ? — By  the  assistance  of  the  landlord. 

8660.  Was  there  that  assistance? — A landlord  would  rather  advance  some 
assistance  than  see  the  land  totally  uncultivated. 

8661 . Did  they,  in  point  of  fact,  do  so  ?— I understand  it  has  been  done 
in  various  instances. 


8662.  To  your  knowledge? — I cannot  speak  positively. 

S663.  Mr.  Bel/ew.']  Do  you  think  there  was  any  rent  paid  by  those  who  were 
on  the  works  ? — I understood  it  was  so,  and  I believe  it  to  be  the  case. 

8664.  Mr.  S.  Crauford.']  Do  you  know  in  what  way  were  the  wages  got  on  the 
relief  works  employed  in  the  payment  of  rent? — It  has  generally  been  stated  so. 

8665.  Do  you  know  any  particular  way  in  which  it  was  applied  to  wages};  did 
you  hear  that  the  wages  were  mortgaged  to  loan  funds  for  the  payment  of  rent? 

I have  heard  so. 

8666.  Mr.  Bellew. ] If  they  had  not  other  means  of  subsisting,  how  could  they 
pay  their  wages  for  rent? — There  were  individuals  who  obtained  admittance  on 
the  works  who  were  not  in  a state  of  destitution,  and  they  had  an  opportunity  of 
paying  rent  by  means  of  loans  from  the  loan  funds,  and  by  paying  back  the 
interest  to  the  loan  funds  by  means  of  wages  they  were  weekly  receiving. 

8667.  Mr.  Borthwiclc .]  In  your  own  district  of  Kilmurry  is  the  land  in  culti- 
vation?— It  is,  generally. 
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8668.  Is  there  any  out  of  cultivation? — There  is. 

8669.  Much? — A great  alteration  may  have  taken  place  since  I came  to 
London. 

8670.  Can  you  give  any  idea  of’  the  proportion  which  is  in  cultivation  and 
which  not  ? — I consider  one-fourth  of  arable  land  was  out  of  cultivation  when  I 
came  away,  but  the  tillage  is  late  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and,  consequently 
within  three  weeks  after  my  leaving,  the  whole  of  that  might  have  been  put  into 
cultivation. 

8671.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  it  was  so? — I have  not. 

8672.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Flow  long  have  you  been  waiting  here  r I left 

on  the  9th  May. 

8673.  Was  there  any  notion  of  sowing  turnips  when  you  left  ? — There  was. 

8674.  And  the  time  for  turnips  is  scarcely  passed  yet ; there  may  have  been  a 
great  deal  sown  since  you  have  been  here  ? — Yes. 

8675.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Was  any  cultivation  carried  on  until  the  reduction  in 
number  on  the  works  ? — There  was. 

8676.  Was  it  greatly  increased  after  that  reduction  ? — It  was. 

8677.  Do  you  think,  in  point  of  fact,  that  class  1 and  2 were  generally 
employed  before  number  3 was  put  upon  the  list? — In  many  instances  they 
were  not ; in  consequence  of  the  extreme  pressure  upon  the  lists,  individuals,  as  I 
before  attempted  to  explain,  forced  themselves  upon  the  lists  in  spite  of  the  com- 
mittees, and  of  course  to  the  exclusion  of  numbers  who  were  more  destitute  than 
themselves.  The  numbers  being  restricted,  of  course  all  the  individuals  applying 
could  not  be  placed  on  ; the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  stated  to  the  commit- 
tees the  number  of  persons  they  could  employ,  and  when  the  lists  were  completed 
the  committees  could  go  no  further,  and  the  destitute  remained  off,  in  many  cases, 
when  the  more  comfortable  were  placed  on,  in  consequence  of  the  circumstances 
I have  before  stated. 

8678.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  I cannot  understand  why  those  persons  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  were  allowed  to  force  themselves  on  in  spite  of  the  com- 
mittees ? — It  occurred  frequently  that  those  individuals  simulated  poverty  when, 
in  fact,  they  were  not  in  such  a state. 

8679.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  The  committees  were  deceived  ? — They  were. 

8680.  You  have  already  stated  the  committees  were  in  circumstances  of  extreme 
difficulty  ? — Yes. 

8681.  And  those  people  forced  themselves  upon  them  partly  against  their 
knowledge,  and  partly  against  their  power  ? — Yes. 

8652.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  stated  sometimes  the  committees  were  formed  of  one 
class  and  sometimes  of  another? — Yes. 

8653.  What  proportion  did  one  bear  to  the  other  of  committees  properly  con- 
stituted, and  of  those  that  were  not  ? — Even  the  best  committees  were  occasionally 
overruled  by  the  occasional  absence  of  some  of  the  superior  class;  because  if  an 
argument  took  place  relative  to  a certain  number  of  people  to  be  put  on,  it  was 
usual  that  those  who  were  interested  came  in  numbers  to  call  for  a poll,  and 
they  came  prepared  with  sufficient  numbers  to  outvote  the  few  gentlemen  who 
were  there  to  restrict  such  abuses. 

8684.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  committees,  immedi- 
ately upon  ascertaining  those  things,  to  strike  them  off? — It  was  the  duty  of  the 
committees;  but  after  these  persons  were  once  placed  on  the  lists  it  became 
exceedingly  difficult  for  the  committees  to  do  so,  for  they  one  and  all  declared 
they  were  in  a state  of  perfect  destitution,  and  the  only  property  that  could  be 
perceived  that  was  available  was  the  lean  stock  that  I before  described,  and  which 
was  valueless ; and  many  of  those  persons  were  possessed  of  funds,  and  had 
opportunities  of  giving  money  to  their  sons  on  their  marriages,  and  portions  to 
their  daughters  on  their  marriages;  but  these  facts  were  not  known  to  the 
members  of  the  committees,  although  they  were  suspected  to  have  property ; and 
in  consequence  of  their  having  friends  among  superior  farmers,  and  persons  who 
would  derive  indirectly  a benefit  from  their  employment,  they,  would  overrule  the 
few  members  who  were  disposed  to  keep  them  off. 

8685.  Chairman.].  Independently  of  the  difficulties  the  committee  had  to 
ascertain  the  facts,  was  the  state  of  destitution  of  one  class  so  nearly  approaching 
the  one  immediately  below  it  that  it  was  difficult  to  draw  the  line?— It  was. 

8686.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  You  stated  in  certain  cases  wages  to  persons  em- 
ployed on  the  works  were  applied  to  payment  of  rent  through  the  means  of  loan 

funds ; 
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funds ; I am  desired  to  ask  whether  your  answer  to  that  question  referred  to  any  Lieut.  E.J.  Morris. 

proceedings  in  Liscannor  or  Killiiagh? — I am  not  acquainted  with  the  parish  of 

Killilagb,  but  in  Liscannor  certainly  not.  I0  june  lg47> 

8G87.  Sir/.  IValsh.]  The  words  “ comfortable  circumstances  ” are  made  use 
of;  am  I to  understand  that  persons  possessing  cows  and  lands  have  been  assumed 
to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances? — They  were  until  the  late  failure  of  the 
potato  crop,  and  that  has  reduced  many  who  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  to 
a comparative  state  of  poverty. 

868S.  Then  a person  supposed  from  the  possession  of  a certain  quantity  of 
land  and  stock  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances,  might  nevertheless  his  con- 
dition be  that  he  might  have  no  potatoes  and  no  money,  and  his  only  means 
would  be  to  endeavour  to  sell  stock  which  was  unsaleable  ? — Precisely. 

8689.  Mr.  Borthwich. ] Why  did  not  the  minority  of  the  committees  report  to 
the  Board  of  Works  the  names  of  parties  improperly  put  on  the  list? — It  is  im- 
possible for  me  so  answer  that  question ; that  has  reference  to  the  opinion  or 
actions  of  other  persons,  which  I could  not  answer  for. 

8690.  You  yourself  were  in  the  minority  in  those  committees  ? — Occasionally 
I was. 

S691.  Would  you  not  think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  minority,  seeing  that  those 
names  were  forced  upon  the  lists  improperly,  to  report  that  to  the  inspecting 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  whose  duty  it  was  to  strike  them  off? — Quite  so. 

8692.  That  was  not  done? — I am  not  aware  whether  it  was  done  or  not,  be- 
cause I attended  occasionally  only.  My  duties  on  the  coast  are  very  severe,  and 
consequently  it  was  only  on  those  occasions  that  I attended  that  I could  remon- 
strate with  the  committees  myself,  and  my  remonstrances  have  been  as  frequent 
as  those  of  other  public  officers  to  induce  them  to  strike  off  all  in  better  circum- 
stances, and  to  put  on  those  in  greater  destitution. 

8693.  The  fact  that  those  names  were  admitted  on  the  lists  proves  clearly  that 
such  reports  were  not  made  to  the  officers,  otherwise  they  would  have  been  struck 
off? — I consider  they  were  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  that 
they  in  consequence  struck  off  the  names  of  such  persons  as  they  considered  to 
be  improper  to  be  retained.  I always  understood  that  they  reported  to  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

8694.  Do  you  know  of  an  instance  ? — I am  not  aware ; the  business  of  the 
committees  was  so  taken  up  in  revising  the  lists,  striking  off  some  and  putting  on 
others  in  worse  circumstances,  I could  only  speak  of  the  general  principle. 

8695.  Do  you  think  the  staff  was  insufficient? — I do  consider  the  work  they 
had  to  perform  was  out  of  their  power. 

8696.  Mr.  Solicitor -GencralJ]  Were  you  aware  at  any  time  of  persons  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  being  put  on  the  works? — I often  had  my  suspicions. 

8697.  Did  you  ever  state  your  suspicions  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works? — I am  not  aware  I ever  did  so  upon  any  specific  occasion. 

869S.  Upon  any  general  occasion  ? — I am  not  aware  I ever  did ; but  my  im- 
pression is  I did. 

8699.  To  whom  ? — When  I met  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  which  was 
very  seldom  (I  met  Captain  Wynne  once  at  Milltown,  and  once  at  Kilmurry), 
the  subject  was  under  general  discussion. 

8700.  Did  you  acquaint  him  you  had  your  suspicions  that  improper  persons 
were  put  upon  the  lists? — I have  no  doubt  in  conversation  I said  as  much. 

8701.  Mr.  Belle a>.l  Were  you  not  an  ex-officio  member  of  all  relief  com- 
mittees ? — I was. 

8702.  Did  you  not  think  it  more  particularly  your  duty  in  that  capacity  to 
report  directly,  as  a member  of  committees,  to  the  Board  of  Works  any  irregu- 
larity you  perceived? — My  instructions  were  to  attend  committees  when  my 
duties  permitted  me. 

^703-  Did  you  often  attend? — Latterly  I did  not. 

8704.  What  number  may  you  have  attended  ? — I cannot  say  the  number. 

*j7°5-  Did  you  attend  in  the  commencement? — I did. 

V t 5°”*  ^ l*ine  W^en  the  abuses  arose  of  putting  improper  persons  ou  the 
lsts— At  the  commencement  of  forming  the  lists. 

707.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  you  in  communication  with  the  Board  of 
orks  at  Dublin  ; did  you  write  to  them  ? — Never. 

708.  Nor  they  to  you  ? — Certainly  not. 

709.  Mr.  Bellewf]  Did  you  ever  make  a report  to  the  officer  of  the  Board  of 

°rks  on  the  subject  of  abuses  ? — I never  had  any  instructions  to  communicate 
0.1  nr  J 
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. Lieut.  E.  J. Morris,  to  any  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works ; I attended  simply  as  a member  of  the- 

committee,  and  gave  my  opinion  and  my  vote  according  to  what  I considered  best 

10  June  1847.  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  poor. 

8710.  Did  you  ever  make  a report  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? I 

am  not  aware  that  I-  did.  . 

8711.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Certainly  not  a written  report? — No. 

8712.  ‘Mr.  BorthwicliJ]  Did  they  subscribe  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor?— 
They  did  sometimes. 

8713.  Were  they  general? — They  were  not  general;  there  were  few  gentlemen 
in  the  country;  where  there  were  sufficient,  they  subscribed. 

. 8714.  Do  you  know  how  the  money  was  laid  out? — I understood  it  was  dis- 
posed of  in  getting  food. 

8715.  At  what  time? — Throughout  the  whole  period. 

8716.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Would  you  consider  it  your  duty,  if  you  saw  a man  you 
knew  to  be  in  the  receipt  of  100L  a year,  receiving  aid,  to  report  that  to  the 
Board  of  Works  ? — I should  have  reported  it  immediately  to  an  officer,  but  I knew 
of  no  such  instance. 

8717.  But  if  you  knew  instances  of  persons  being  put  on  the  lists  who  were  not 
entitled  to  relief,  would  you  not  feel  equally  bound  ? — I do  not  know  the  circum- 
stances from  my  own  knowledge ; I merely  suspected  that  they  were  not  so  des- 
titute as  others  who  were  kept  off;  I constantly  remonstrated  with  the  committees 
on  the  necessity  of  revising  the  list. 

8718.  In  any  case  after  you  remonstrated,  would  it  not  be  your  duty  to  report 
those  names  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — I did  not  consider  it  was 
my  duty  to  interfere  with  the  chairman ; I sat  as  a member  of  the  committee, 
and  made  my  remonstrances  at  all  times,  and  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  admit- 
tance of  the  names  of  those  persons  whom  I knew  to  be  destitute,  and  to  put  off 
those  who  were  less  destitute. 

8719.  Mr.  Borthwicl *.]  Did  you  know  any  instance  where  food  was  distributed 
before  the  1st  of  March  ? — I am  not  aware  ; there  might  have  been,  or  there  might 
not. 

8720.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Did  the  agents  of  the  estates  of  absentees  attend  the  com- 
mittees ? — I know  of  one  instance. 

8721.  Where  was  that? — At  Kilmurry,  Mr.  Louney,  agent  for  Mr.  Kasey. 
He  is  the  only  one  I could  name. 

8722.  Did  he  attend  regularly? — Frequently. 

5723.  Mr.  Borthwicl ?.]  What  is  his  rank?— Something  above  a very  common 
farmer. 

5724.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  the  agent  of  Colonel  Wyndham  attend  regularly?— 
Occasionally. 

8725-  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  Colonel  Wyndham  attend  to  the  wants  of 
his  own  poor  himself? — I think  he  did  by  employment. 

8726.  Chairman.]  In  an  answer  you  gave  some  time  ago  you  stated  you  did 
not  think  that  Captain  Wynne’s  report  of  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  about 
Mr.  Westropp’s  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  conveyed  a fair  impression  of  the 
facts  ? — I did. 

8727.  Did  you  not  come  to  that  conclusion  from  what  you  saw  and  heard 
take  place  at  the  meeting? — I did. 

8728. ]  If  you  had  been  aware  that  Captain  Wynne  had  received  this  letter, 
which  I will  now  read  to  you  : — “ Limerick,  Hartstonge-street,  16  December, 
1846.  Sir,  I had  the  honour  of  receiving  you  letter  (which,  by  some  accident, 
was  mislaid  for  a day  or  two)  informing  me  that  Thursday,  the  17th  instant,  was 
fixed  for  the  investigation  of  the  subject  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  memorial.  Mr.. 
Westropp  unfortunately  is  in  Dublin.  I would  most  willingly  attend  the  inves- 
tigation myself  but  for  my  state  of  health,  which  renders  me  incapable  of  attend* 
ing  to  business,  and  nearly  confines  me  to  the  house.  From  something  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  within  these  few  days,  I have  reason  to  fear  those  humble 
persons  complaining  have  been  tampered  with,  and  that  they  are  not  l'kelyt° 
come  forward  to  substantiate  the  charges  they  so  strenuously  made  to  Mr. 
Westropp.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  faithful  ser- 
vant, JVm.  Henry  Stackpoole.  To  Captain  Wynne,  &c.  &c.”  Do  you  think 
that  would  justify  his  sending  in  such  a report  as  he  did  ? — I do  not. 

8729.  Did  Captain  Wynne  at  the  time  mention  having  received  such  a letter, 

to  the  parties  present,  or  did  he  communicate  it  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  so  far  as  you 
know  ? — I understood  he  did  communicate  something  to  that  effect.  _ 

& 8730- 
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5730.  To  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — At  the  meeting.  Lieut.  E.J.Mort- 

5731.  If,  in  addition  to  that  letter,  you  had  been  aware  that  Captain  Wynne  — * — 

had  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Westropp,  to  this  effect  :■  As  Dean  Stackpoole’s  10  June  l8+"- 

tenants  are  now  unwilling  to  press  their  complaints  against  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee,  Dean  Stack poole  does  not  desire  to  press  it  on. against  their. wishes ; 

therefore,  it  they  will  not  come  before  the  committee  on  Thursday,  we  shall  not 
proceed  any  further  in  the  matter;”  should  you  consider  that  justified  the  report 
he  made  ? — I should  not. 

8732.  Although  those  two  letters  state  certain  intentions,  you  tell  the  Com- 

mittee there  were  about  10  persons  brought  forward  and  examined,  and  :that  you 
think  the  driver  Neylan  was  the  person  who  brought  them  forward  ? — To  the 
best  of  my  judgment  there  were  about  10;  there  might  be  more.  . 

Captain  Edmund  Wynne , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

8733.  Chairman .]  WITH  reference  to  the  answers  of  Captain  Morris  which  Capt  Wynne. 

you  have  heard,  referring  to  the  report  you  have  made  of  the  proceedings  at  — — 

Liscannor,  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  charge,  did  you  receive  the  letter  which  I have  read 

to  Captain  Morris,  from  Dean  Stackpoole? — I did. 

8734.  When  did  you  receive  it  ? — That  very  morning,  before  I started. 

8735.  It  bears  date  the  1 6th  ? — Yes. 

8736.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  yourself  of  any  of  the  witnesses  who  attended, 
or  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  or  any  other  parties,  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  he  stated 
that  the  witnesses  were  prevented  from  being  brought  forward  P — I did  not.  I had 
never  seen  Dean  Stackpoole  or  Mr.  Westropp. 

8737.  Or  Neylan  ?— I do  not  think  I ever  spoke  a word  to  him  until  I was  in 
London. 

8738.  Did  you  ask  any  tenants  who  did  attend  whether  they  knew  anything  of 
the  circumstance  mentioned  by  Dean  Stackpoole  ? — No ; I merely  asked  a few 
questions  during  the  investigation,  which  I think  are  in  this  report. 

8739.  I am  asking  with  regard  to  this  letter  ? — No. 

8740.  Did  you  mention  having  received  such  a letter  at  the  meeting  ? — No. 

8741.  Did  you  then,  or  at  any  other  time,  mention  to  Mr.  O’Brien  you  had 
received  such  a letter? — No,  never. 

S742.  Mr.  IV.  Williams. ~\  Notwithstanding  you  had  that  in  your  possession,  you 
still  went  on  with  the  inquiry  ? — I did.  1 went  on  for  the  purpose  of  obeying  the 
order  ot  the  Board,  and  I made  my  report  accordingly. 

8743.  Mr,  Solicitor-General.']  Were  you  in  the  room  when  that  gentleman, 

Captain  Morris,  was  examined  ? — I was. 

8744.  Did  you  hear  him  say  your  report  was  not  a fair  report? — I did. 

§745-  Bid  you  attend  to  his  reasons? — I did. 

8746.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  you  say  now,  having  heard  his  reasons ; 
do  you  still  say  it  is  a fair  report  ? — I still  say  it  is  a perfectly  fair  report ; had  I 
given  any  other  report  I would  have  misled  the  Commissioners,  and  considered 
myself  a dishonest  man. 

8747.  Having  heard  his  evidence,  do  you  consider  that  the  charges  were 
totally  unfounded  ? — I conceived  they  had  not  been  investigated  in  such  a way  as 
would  have  enabled  me  fairly  and  honestly  to  have  given  an  opinion  that  they 
were  not,  or  that  they  were. 

8748.  Was  that  the  reason  it  was  omitted? — That  was  the  reason;  what  I 
stated  in  my  report  was  precisely  what  I stated  to  Mr.  O’Brien  I would  report. 

8749-  Having  heard  Captain  Morris’s  opinion,  that  Neylan  and  the  witnesses 
came  forward  on  behalf  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  do  you  say  that  any  person 
appeared  on  their  behalf? — Decidedly  not. 

8750*  No  person  appeared  on  their  behalf? — Decidedly  not ; 1 had  no  idea 
who  Neylan  was ; I had  never  spoken  to  him,  and  I knew  not  what  position  he 
stood  in ; I do  not  think  Dean  Stackpoole  would  have  put  forward  Neylan,  al- 
though an  honest  man,  to  advocate  his  cause. 

8751.  Do  you  still  think  you  were  justified  in  saying,  “that  neither  Dean 
Stackpoole  nor  Mr,  Westropp  came  forward,  nor  any  person  in  their  behalf”  ? — ■- 
Decidedly. 

8752.  Chairman .3  Did  you  not  meet  Neylan  on  the  10th,  at  Ennistimon  ?— 

I do  not  think  I ever  saw  him  until  I came  to  London. 

8753*  Did  you  see  any  of  the  tenants  on  the  10th,  who  afterwards  came?— 

0.105.  3 6 Not 
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Capt.  E.  Wynne.  Not  that  I am  aware  of ; I met  a large  deputation  of  the  tenantry,  statins  to 

that  Mr.  Westropp  was  anxious  to  know  when  the  investigation  was  to  take  dI 

to  June  1847.  as  be  wished  to  employ  an  attorney ; I stated  I did  not  know,  until  1 sawM’ 
O’Brien  and  mentioned  the  matter  to  him,  when  I would  name  a day  I He  ‘ j 
them  to  come  into  the  court-house,  and  I would  give  them  an  answer  after'tl 
meeting;  and  they  told  me  they  could  not,  because  the  court-house  was  packed 
with  Mr.  O’Brien’s  and  Major  Macnamara’s  tenantry;  they  would  wait  outside 
until  they  knew  what  day  it  was  to  be.  I never  saw  one  of  the  tenantry,  and  this 
circumstance  will  show  whether  it  was  a bond  fide  investigation,  or  whether  it  was 
not : when  I called  for  the  tenantry  of  Dean  Stackpoole  to  come  forward  there 
was  no  answer,  and  we  were  obliged  to  send  police  into  the  street  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  those  persons  who  made  the  complaint.  K 

8754.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  some  of  the  Stackpoole  tenants  come?— 
Some  of  them  did  come  forward. 

s755-  Were  they  disposed  to  substantiate  the  charges  alluded  to?— Decidedly 
not.  •> 

8756.  Did  they  attempt  to  substantiate  any  of  them  ? — It  was  quite  clear 
to  me  that  they  had  a very  great  aversion  to  take  any  part  whatsoever  in  answer 
to  any  question.  I at  once  perceived  there  was  no  use  in  my  goinv  on  with  the 
investigation,  for  it  was  likely  to  come  to  nothing  upon  which  I could  make  a 
decided  report. 

8757*  Chairman].  Might  not  that  be  because  there  was  no  ground  for  the 
charge  ? — It  might  be. 

8758.  Were  there  10  witnesses  examined  ? — My  impression  is,  not  near  that 
number. 


8759.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  state  there  were  several,  in  your  examination?— 
I think  there  were  four  and  Neylan. 

8760.  Mr.  W . Williams.]  Do  you  think  there  was  any  ground  for  those  charges ? 

If  you  ask  me  my  opinion,  I will  give  it  to  you  ; I think  there  were  grounds 

8761.  Mate  your  reasons  for  it?— In  the  first  place,  I received  from  Mr 
Westropp,  immediately  upon  this  matter  being  spoken  of  in  Parliament,  a message 
Irom  him,  in  the  presence  of  several  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Works,  statmv 
bis  readiness  now  to  come  forward,  and  prove  the  charges  contained  in  that 
complaint  of  his. 

8762.  Chairman.]  Why  is  he  not  here? — He  has  been  in  a fever. 

8703.  Mr.  fV.  Williams.]  Have  you  any  other  reasons? — The  other  reasons 
Mere,  several  gentlemen  to  whom  I spoke  in  the  country  said  they  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  those  charges  were  perfectly  true,  but  the  great  difficulty  was  to 
prove  them.  ° J 


8764.  I am  not  asking  you  what  took  place  a long  time  after  the  investigation; 
what  was  your  impression  at  that  time;  did  you  believe  there  was  any  ground  then 
lor  these  charges  .—My  belief  at  that  time  was,  that  there  were  grounds  to  a 
certain  extent.  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  to  the  Committee  that  I wrote  the 
most  favourable  account  that  I could  conscientiously  write,  in  consequence  of  the 
position  in  which  I was  placed  in  regard  to  Mr.  O’Brien.  There  was  one  reason  I 
wi  give  you  for  saying  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  these  charges : 
on  my  way  to  Liscannor  I met  one  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenantry  with  a long  list 
* im  mrvi)n-S  ’ ^ *n  consequence  of  the  position  in  which  I stood  with  regard 

o r.  O linen,  being  accused  of  personal  ill  feeling  towards  him,  I desired  this 
man  to  bring  forward  his  charges  in  court ; I meant  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
a e an  active  part,  in  fact  so  active  a part  as,  under  other  circumstances,  it  was 
“s  ?yt£d°*  1 never  saw  the  man  afterwards. 

8765.  Chairman.]  Did  you  state  any  of  those  facts  to  Mr.  O’Brien?— No;  I 
went  through  the  investigation  without  the  hope  of  its  leading  to  any  result  of 
which  1 could  give  a decided  report. 

8766.  If  your  impression  was  that  the  witnesses  were  kept  away,  and  that  those 
who  were  there  were  disposed  not  to  give  evidence,  why  did  you  not  communi- 
cate  that  to  Mr.  O Brien,  that  he  might  either  investigate  or  explain  it  ?— I did 
not  consider  it  was  my  duty  towards  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  I was  in  a certain  posi- 
tton  with  regard  to  Mr.  O’Brien ; for  a few  days  before  he  accused  me  of  a per- 
sonal ill  feeling  towards  him,  which  obliged  me  to  take  the  part  I did,  and  not  to 
execute  my  duties  to’ the  full  extent. 

. 8<^7u  P”.  consideration,  did  not  that  make  it  more  imperative  upon  you  not 
to  withhold  miormation  you  had  received  behind  his  back?— No. 

8768.  Lord 
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8768.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Not  even  where  your  official  report  was  partly  to  be 
influenced  by  reports  that  were  kept  back? — I do  not  understand. 

8769.  You  say  that  a letter  you  received,  and  another  consideration,  to  a cer- 
tain extent,  influenced  your  report  ? — Yes. 

8770.  That  letter  and  that  consideration  influencing  your  report  unfavourably 
to  Mr.  O’Brien,  did  you  not  think  it  your  duty  to  apprise  Mr.  O’Brien  of  the 
existence  of  that  letter  and  of  that  report?— No,  I really  did  not ; under  other  cir- 
cumstances I might;  but  I thought  the  more  quietly  I got  over  the  investigation 
this  day,  the  better,  as  it  was  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  beneficial  results 

8771.  But  if  you  thought  it  was  better  to  get  the  business  over  quietly  and 
that  your  report  should  be  based  upon  the  evidence  taken  before  that  meeting 
did  you  not  think  it  right  that  report  should  not  be  influenced  by  anything  that 
did  not  appear  at  that  meeting?— No,  I did  not.  I took  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  into  consideration  in  writing  my  report. 

8772.  Chairman.]  You  did  not  show  the  report  to  Mr.  O’Brien  before  you 

sent  it? — No.  J 

8773.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  You  publicly  announced  your  intention  to  hold  the 
investigation  ? — Yes. 

8774.  And  you  heard  some  10  witnesses  upon  the  question  brought  forward  to 
substantiate  the  charge  ? — Not  10. 

8775.  Did  you  hear  one? — Yes. 

8776.  Two? — Yes. 

8777.  Three? — Yes. 

8778.  Four? — Yes. 

8779.  Five  ? — I think  so ; there  may  have  been  six  or  four. 

8780.  It  was  publicly  announced,  you  were  to  sit  there  to  investigate  this  matter, 
and  that  five  persons  came  before  you  to  give  evidence? — Yes. 

8781.  Did  those  persons  satisfy  your  mind  that  the  charge  was  true  or  untrue  ? 
— They  did  not  satisfy  my  mind  either  one  way  or  the  other  ; I conceived  their 
evidence  was  not  of  the  slightest  importance. 

8782.  Then  am  I to  understand  by  your  saying  it  was  not  of  the  slightest  im- 
portance, that  they  completely  failed  to  substantiate  the  charges  ? — Decidedly;  L 
think  I stated  so  in  my  report. 

8783.  After  having  failed  to  substantiate  the  charge,  when  you  held  a public 
investigation,  did  you  think  yourself  justified  in  making  this  statement  in  your 
report : “ Some  of  the  Stackpoole  tenants  were  present,  but  were  not  disposed  to 
substantiate  any  of  the  charges  alluded  to”  ? — Exactly. 

8784.  Do  you  think  it  is  a fair  statement,  when  five  witnesses  were  examined, 
who  failed  to  prove  the  case,  to  use  the  expression,  tl  that  they  were  not  disposed 
to  substantiate  the  charge”? — Exactly  ; I think  their  failure  may  arise  from  two 
causes,  from  either  inability  or  indisposition  on  their  part  to  substantiate  it ; and 
in  this  case  I conceived  it  might  have  been  from  inability,  for  it  certainly  was  from 
indisposition ; it  might  have  been  from  both  causes,  but  it  certainly  was  from  one ; 
such  was  the  impression  upon  my  mind,  and  upon  that  of  other  gentlemen  who 
accompanied  me. 

8785.  You  put  questions  to  them  openly,  as  to  their  substantiating  these 

charges?— I did. 

8786.  And  to  your  mind  they  failed  to  do  so? — They  did,  decidedly;  in  fact 
some  of  them  said  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  they  never  brought  forward 
any  complaint,  and  that  made  me  think  these  were  not  the  men  who  originally 
made  the  complaints. 

8787.  How  came  they  before  you  ? — They  were  brought  in  by  the  police. 

8788.  You  gave  a full  opportunity  to  anybody  to  come  forward  and  prove  the 

charges?— Decidedly.  J H 

^789.  And  such  evidence  as  was  laid  before  you  failed  to  establish  the  case  ? 

879°-  And  yet  you  say  you  think  yourself  justified  in  using  the  words  that 
I t°V  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  it  ? — I do  ; and  further  than  that, 

mnk  I would  not  be  justified  in  using  other  words. 

®79i.  Do  not  you  think,  when  you  used  that  expression,  that  you  were  not 
ea  mg  fairly  with  the  question,  upon  this  view,  that  supposing  the  persons  were 
nought  before  you  who  might  go  to  the  extent  of  proving  these  charges,  Mr. 

rien  might,  on  the  contrary,  have  evidence  entirely  to  disprove  the  statements  ? 
0,1°5*  302  -That 
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— That  might  be  ; but  I did  the  best  I could;  at  first  I questioned  them  prettv 
closely,  but  found  it  was  no  use. 

8792.  Without  hearing  auy  evidence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  you  use  the 
expression,  “ that  they  were  indisposed  to  give  evidence”? — Yes. 

8793.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  you  find  in  these  persons,  as  in  others  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  an  insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence? — I did. 

8794.  Chairman.]  Why  did  you  not  state  you  examined  witnesses  ? — I do  not 
think  I could  be  justified  in  doing  so,  for  it  was  not  what  I conceived  to  be  an 
examination  ; it  would  have  deceived  the  Commissioners  if  I had  said  so. 

8795.  Questions  were  asked  ? — Yes. 

8796.  Was  Neylan  present  all  the  time? — He  was;  I asked  him  questions 
that  day  without  seeing  him  ; he  was  somewhere  in  the  crowd,  but  I could  not 
see  him. 

8797.  Did  you  ask  Mr.  O’Brien  whether  he  had  any  defence  to  make  or  any 
witnesses  to  call  ? — No. 

8798.  Did  you  not  leave  him  under  the  impression  that  the  case  was  entirely 
disproved? — Unproved,  not  disproved. 

8799.  Did  you  use  that  expression  to  him  ? — I did  ; I used  it  at  the  meeting, 
not  to  Mr.  O’Brien  particularly,  but  I stated  in  the  report,  that  from  the  evidence 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  ground  for  the  charges. 

8800.  Where  is  that? — It  is  in  page  66:  “I  assure  you  I gladly  embrace  this 
opportunity  of  stating  that  from  the  evidence  brought  forward  this  day,  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a shadow  of  foundation  for  them.”  “ Mr.  Gamble — There 
is  not  the  smallest  evidence  in  support  of  them.”  If  I had  made  any  other  state- 
ment, I should  have  stated  what  was  not  the  impression  on  my  mind,  and  I would 
not  be  justified  in  doing  so. 

880 1.  Why  clid  you  not  mention  in  the  report  you  made  that  several  witnesses 
were  brought  forward,  and  they  stated  that  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint? — 
I think  that  is  inferred  in  my  report. 

8802.  What  expression  is  there  in  your  report  from  which  any  person,  not 
being  at  the  meeting,  could  infer  that  several  witnesses  were  brought  forward, 
and  in  reply  to  Captain  Wynne,  stated,  they  had  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  committee  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  they  did  not  know  of  any  unfit  persons 
being  placed  on  the  works  ? — There  is  nothing  in  the  report  that  would  lead 
the  Commissioners  to  do  so ; but  I gave  a report  which  conveyed,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  and  in  as  favourable  terms  as  possible,  the  impression  on  my  mind. 

S803.  Were  not  the  impressions  under  which  you  made  that  report  made 
upon  information  received  out  of  the  meeting ; namely,  the  conversation  on  the 
road,  and  the  letter  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  what  you  heard  from  other  parties, 
rather  than  from  anything  that  took  place  at  that  meeting? — No,  I cannot  say  that. 
I think  what  I heard  out  of  the  meeting  assisted  me  in  coming  to  that  conclusion. 

SS04.  Did  it  not  mainly  lead  you  to  that  conclusion? — No;  it  helped  to  lead 
me  to  that  conclusion. 

8805.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  to  have  communicated  that  to  the  meeting, 
or  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I may  be  wrong ; but  I really  thought  it  would  be  im- 
prudent. 

8806.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  When  you  stated  that  you  left,  to  your  belief, 
Mr.  O.Brien  under  the  impression  that  you  regarded  the  charges,  not  as  dis- 
proved, but  as  simply  not  proved,  did  you  think  that  that  impression  was  corro- 
borated by  tbe  printed  statement  of  your  speech  to  Mr.  O’Biien,  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  meeting  ? — I cannot  say  whether  I made  use  of  the  very  words, 

Not  a shadow  of  doubt,”  or  not;  but  I certainly  made  use  of  the  first  part  of 
that  sentence,  in  which  I say,  “ From  any  evidence  brought  forward,  there  does 
not  appear  to  be  a shadow  of  foundation ;”  but  I might  have  done  so,  for  I felt 
every  disposition  to  conciliate  matters  on  the  occasion,  under  the  circumstances. 

’ ^^^or-General.]  Were  any  abuses  proved  at  that  meeting  ? — No- 

8808.  From  anything  you  could  discover,  had  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  been 
neglected  to  the  extent  stated  ?— No. 

8809.  Or  anything  like  the  extent  stated?— No  ; the  only  evidence  I had  to  go 
upon  was  a synopsis  put  into  my  hands  by  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  and  by 
that  it  appeared  to  me  that  there  was  a considerable  portion,  I could  not  say 
what  number,  but  out  of  the  entire  number  employed  on  the  relief  district,  there 
seemed  to  be  a very  considerable  number  of  them  in  this  document. 

’ ' 8810.  *Ypu 
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S810.  You  have  spoken  of  a synopsis;  is  that  the  document  yon  speak  of  in 
this  report? — Yes. 

881 1.  Have  you  got  it  here? — No,  I forwarded  it  with  this  report  to  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  part  of  it  has  been  mislaid  somewhere. 

8812.  The  latter  sentence  is,  “ utterly  impossible  to  come  at  facts  do  you 
stand  to  it  that  “ it  is  utterly  impossible  to  come  at  facts  in  this  country,  from  the 
insurmountable  aversion  to  give  evidence  that  pervades  all  classes  of  society”  ? — 
I do,  most  decidedly. 

8813.  The  gentleman  you  heard  examined  was  asked  his  reason  for  agreeing 
with  you  in  that;  what  are  your  reasons  ?— My  reasons  are  these:  that  if  any 
man  in  that  country,  particularly  among  the  lower  orders,  gives  unpopular  evidence, 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  reside  in  the  country  again. 

8814.  How  do  you  mean  impossible  to  reside  there? — His  life  or  properly 
would  be  unsafe  ; I have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying  that. 

8815.  Will  you  explain  what  you  mean  by  unpopular  evidence  ? — Evidence  that 
would  in  any  way  criminate  or  injure  his  neighbour,  or  evidence  that  would  be  a 
breach  of  certain  laws  established  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

8S16.  What  do  you  mean  by  “ certain  laws”? — Laws  established  by  the 
peasantry ; that  is  one  of  them,  never  to  give  evidence  in  a case  that  will  either 
criminate  or  in  any  way  affect  the  interests  of  a neighbour. 

8817.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien^]  Do  you  mean  all  evidence  is  unpopular  which 
tends  to  further  the  ends  of  justice  ? — I think  it  is,  decidedly. 

88 18.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  In  that  part  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

8S19.  Do  ^ou  consider,  from  the  observations  you  have  been  able  to  make  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  that  a man’s  life  or  property  would  be  in  jeopardy  by 
reason  of  that? — I do. 

8820.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Would  not  one  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants 
giving  evidence  in  favour  of  other  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole  be  rather  popular 
evidence  in  the  neighbourhood? — It  might  be;  but  at  the  same  time,  if  he 
would  do  good  to  Dean  Stackpoole’s,  he  would  be  doing  injury  to  his  neigh- 
bour’s, Mr.  Anybody-else’s  tenants ; because  the  charge  was,  that  the  comfortable 
tenants  of  one  person  were  on  the  works  to  the  exclusion  of  poor  tenants  of 
another  landlord,  and  therefore  though  one  part  of  the  charge  might  not  subject 
the  witness  to  any  unpleasant  consequences,  taking  both  sides  of  the  charge,  it 
decidedly  would. 

8821.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Taking  the  whole  of  your  letter  now  you  have 
heard  the  examination  of  Captain  Morris  upon  it,  was  it  a fair  report,  in  your 
judgment? — Perfectly  fair;  I would  not  alter  one  word  in  it  now  if  called  upon. 

8822.  Mr.  Kepton.]  You  see  nothing  to  change  your  opinion  in  any  way  what- 
ever?— Nothing  in  the  world  but  to  confirm  my  opinion. 

8823.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Notwithstanding  you  admit  the  correctness  of  this  re- 

port 111  the  Clare  Journal:  “The  charges  brought  against  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  com- 
mittee were  of  a serious  character,  and  in  justice  to  those  gentlemen,  1 assure  you 
1 gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  stating  that,  from  any  evidence  brought  for- 
ward this  day,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a shadow  of  foundation  for  them.” 
“ Mr.  Gamble. — There  is  not  the  smallest  evidence  in  support  of  them.”  And  do 
you  think,  alter  you  have  addressed  the  chairman  in  this  language,  that  you  have 
made  a fair  and  just  report  to  the  Board  of  Works  in  using  this  expression  : Some 

of  the  Stackpoole  tenants  were  present,  but  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  any 
of  the  charges  alluded  to”  ? — I.  do. 

8824.  Do  you  think  that  is  a fair  description? — I do  think  that  it  is,  and  that 
I would  not  alter  it  in  any  way;  and  further,  I would  say,  1 am  not  bound  by  the 
exact  words  of  this  report,  which  was  made  from  recollection. 

8825.  Mr.  Solicit  or -General.]  Substantially  it  is  true  ? — Substantially  it  is  true, 
and  the  purport  of  what  I said  was  exactly  what  is  said  here  ; perhaps  the  terms 
‘shadow  of  ground,  or  foundation,”  may  not  have  been  made  use  of,  but  I have 
no  reason  to  say  it  was  not. 

8826.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  You  say,  “I  assure  you  I gladly  embrace  this  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  that,  from  any  evidence  brought  forward  this  day,  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  a shadow  of  foundation  for  them.”  Then  look  at  the  fourth  sen- 
tence in  your  report,  “ no  abuses  were  proved ; ” is  not  that  a completely  accu- 
ratR oStatenienfc  the  same  thing  that  is  stated  here  ? — Precisely. 

0827.  In  the  one  case  you  say,  “ From  any  evidence  brought  forward  this  day 
Cere  was  not  a shadow  of  foundation  for  them;”  in  the  other  you  say,  “ No 

0,1 05.  303  abuses 
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abuses  were  proved.”  Are  not  those  two  statements  clearly  consistent  ? Tli 

are,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  so.  ' ey 

8828.  It  is  suggested  there  is  an  inconsistency  between  the  statement  that  « 
abuses  were  proved”  and  that  “ there  was  no  shadow  of  a foundation  for  the  ^ 
and  then  you  add  the  reason  why  there  were  no  abuses  proved,  and  whv  th  * 
was  no  shadow  of  a foundation  for  them  in  the  evidence  ; was  it  that  you  c 1 1 
get  no  evidence,  is  that  what  you  mean  P — No;  I meant  to  qualify  what  I said 
before,  because  had  I made  a positive  statement  and  left  the  Commissioners  und 
the  impression  that  a full  and  fair  investigation,  and  such  an  investigation  as 
likely  to  elicit  the  facts,  had  been  gone  through,  I should  have  conveyed  an  incoT 
rect  impression  to  their  minds. 

8829.  We  have  it  in  evidence  from  the  last  witness  that  there  is  an  insurmount- 
able aversion  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  tell  the  truth  in  the  shape  of  evidence 
generally  ; do  you  corroborate  that  statement  ? — Decidedly. 

8830.  Was  that  aversion  to  tell  the  truth  in  the  shape  of  evidence  one  reason 
why  you  could  not  have  got  these  proofs,  even  if  they  exist? — It  was, 

8831.  Supposing  the  charges  had  been  true,  do  you  think  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  proved  them  ? — I really  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible to  have  proved  them,  unless  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Westropp  or  Dean 
Stackpoole  himself.  I might  have  had  some  hope  then  of  doing  so,  but  I had  not 
the  slightest  in  the  world  when  I went  that  day. 

8832.  You  say  you  think  it  improper,  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole  and 
Mr.  Westropp,  to  be  both  absent  on  that  day? — Yes. 

8833.  ^ was  unfair  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Yes,  and  to  other  gentlemen. 

8834.  Why  did  you  not  adjourn  the  meeting? — Nobody  proposed  it. 

8835.  Did  you  consider  it  was  your  duty  to  adjourn  the  meeting,  to  get 
further  evidence,  and  to  afford  Mr.  Westropp  and  Dean  Stackpoole  the  oppor- 
tunity of  coming  forward? — No,  I did  not ; the  reason  was  that  I had  two  letters, 
one  from  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  the  other  from  Mr.  Westropp,  which  clearly 
showed  me  that  it  was  not  even  their  wish  that  an  adjournment  should  have  taken 
place ; they  had  given  the  matter  up,  in  fact. 

8836.  What  did  you  mtend  to  be  conveyed  by  the  words,  “ Neither  Mr. 
Westropp  nor  Dean  Stackpoole  came  forward,  nor  any  person  on  their  behalf 
did  that  mean  any  agent  ? — No  professional  man,  in  fact. 

8837.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Dean  Stackpoole  is  dead  ? — Yes. 

8838.  And  Mr.  Westropp  is  at  present  in  a fever? — He  is  recovering;  it  was 
our  intention  to  have  had  him  here. 

8839.  Mr.  BorthwicJc.]  Had  Mr.  O’Brien  an  opportunity  of  bringing  witnesses 
to  that  meeting  ? — Yes. 

8840.  Did  he  know  of  the  meeting? — Yes,  he  had  a week’s  notice. 

8841.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  Dean  Stackpoole  subsequently  attend  the  meeting? 
— No. 


_ 8842.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Would  you  report  that,  in  point  of  fact,  you  could  not 
give  them  perfectly  satislactory  information,  because  you  could  not  get  evidence  that 
would  speak? — Yes,  that  was  what  I intended. 

8843.  Did  you  intend  by  this  to  leave  any  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
Board  of  Works  that  the  charges  were  substantiated  ? — Decidedly  not. 

8844.  On  the  contrary,  did  you  not  mean  them  to  believe  they  were  not 
proved  ? — That  they  were  not  proved. 

8845.  And  you  meant  to  convey  the  same  meaning  you  stated  when  you 
said  you  thought  it  was  due  to  those  gentlemen  to  say  there  was  not  a shadow 
of  evidence  brought  forward  in  support  of  it  ?— Precisely. 

8846.  Chairman .]  Although  you  understand  what  was  the  meaning  of  that  report, 
could  any  person  reading  it,  not  having  been  at  the  meeting,  collect  from  it  that  five 
or  ten  witnesses  had  been  examined  and  questions  put  to  them,  that  Neylan  had 
been  examined,  and  that  facts  had  come  out  which  had  produced  an  expression 
from  you  to  Mr.  O’Brien  that  the  charges  were  totally  without  foundation  r 

1 really  think,  from  the  way  in  which  I read  the  report,  it  is  calculated  to  convey 
an  exact  impression  of  what  occurred. 

oq^o’  T^r*  Solicitor-General.]  Was  it  intended  to  convey  the  truth? — It  was. 

048.  In  your  judgment,  according  to  the  languae'e  vou  use,  does  it  convey 
the  truth  ? — I think  it  does  perfectly.  88  J 

8849.  And  had  you  to  write  it  over  again,  would  you  write  such  another 
letter  ? — I do  not  think  I would  alter  a word,  ’ 

8850.  Mr. 
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8850.  Mr.  Bellea.]  The  charge  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  case  was  left  entirely  to 

Neylan  ?— He  was  in  the  court  on  that  day,  but  I did  not  see  him.  1 

8851.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  When  a Scotch  jury  comes  to  the’ verdict  that  a 

charge  is  not  proven,  do  you  read  that  verdict  as  equivalent  to  its  being  without 
the  slightest  fbundatmn  f— I think  there  is  a difference  between  not  beino-  proved 
and  not  having  any  foundation.  0 ^ 

8852.  Chairman.]  Is  there  not  a difference  between  tenants  beirnr  present  who 

were  “ not  disposed  to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges  alluded  to,R  and  tenants 
being  examined  and  not  proving  them?— I do  not  acknowledge  they  were 
examined ; if  I had  stated  they  were  examined,  I should  have  stated  that  which 
was  not  the  fact;  it  was  a different  thing  to  bring  a man  in  in  the  custody  of  the 
police.  J 

8853.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  find  it  no  use  to  examine  these  men  ? 
— I found  it  no  use  ; I gave  it  up  at  once. 

8854.  How  came  you  to  give  it  up?— Because  I could  get  nothing  out  of 
them. 

8855.  Mr.  Repton .]  You  mean  you  could  get  no  direct  answer  ?— These  were 
men  who  professed  to  complain  against  certain  abuses,  and  when  we  called  for 
them  they  denied  they  had  ever  made  the  complaint,  and  therefore  I was  not  to 
suppose  they  were  brought  forward  to  substantiate  any  complaints. 

8856.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  did  you  make  out  who  were  the  persons 
who  made  the  complaint?— I never  did  make  it  out. 

8857.  Assuming  them  to  be  the  tenants  whom  the  policemen  brought  in,  you 

administered  a question  or  two? — Yes.  J 

8858.  Can  you  recollect  what  you  really  said  at  this  examination  ?— I made 
proclamation  for  any  tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole  to  come  forward  and  substantiate 
the  charges ; there  was  no  answer,  as  well  as  I recollect ; we  then  sent  out  a po- 
liceman into  the  street,  and  by-and-bye  he  came  in  with  a man,  and  the  impres- 
sion on  my  mind  was,  against  his  will;  he  came  forward;  I asked  him  a few 
questions,  and  others  asked  him  a few  questions  ; he  said  he  knew  nothing  about 
the  matter. 


8859.  What  sort  of  question  did  you  put  to  him? — “ Do  you  make  any  com- 
plaints of  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  committee  ?” 

6860.  To  that  effect? — Yes;  his  answer  was  “No.” 

8861.  Did  you  find  any  one  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  questions  were  pro- 
posed, give  you  anything  like  an  answer  by  which  you  could  be  led  to  ask  him 
f°r  the  sake  of  the  truth  ? — No,  I do  not  think  I did. 

2*  *n  )’our  judgment,  were  they  either  ignorant  or  were  they  indisposed 
to  afford  you  any  evidence  that  you  required  ? — In  my  judgment  they  were  indis- 
posed, decidedly.  6 J 

8863.  Chairman.]  Do  you  adopt  the  expression,  “ Some  of  the  police  brought 
e persons  there,”  as  your  belief? — I could  only  hear  it;  I neither  saw  the 
witness  nor  the  police. 

8864  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  the  police  brought  them  to  the  meeting, 
°r  SRfi  wrought  them  from  the  outside  ? — Only  from  the  outside. 

805.  Was  not  Neylan  there  all  the  time? — I never  saw  him;  he  was  there, 
Ij^ked  him  some  questions. 

v ™as  he  a person  that  came  under  that  description  you  have  just  given  in 

^_yr,auswer>  that  he  was  a person  either  ignorant  or  indisposed  to  give  evidence? 
wa  (°  be  was  ignorant;  but  he  said  a good  deal  I never  heard,  for  he 

. as  \ a Stance  fr°m  me>  and  he  seemed  the  only  one  amongst  them  disposed 
make  any  statements  against  the  committee, 
reall  ^ ^ou  ^eard  bim  charged  with  getting  up  the  case,  did  you  not? — I 
atroc'  Can°°t  ta^e  VPon  myself  t0  say  I did ; I heard  him  charged  with  some 
that  'tfUS  Cfime’  wbich  1 consider  was  different  from  what  it  turned  out  to  be,  and 
one  ere*ore  he  was  a person  we  should  not  pay  any  attention  to,  and  that  was 
becau^M  Tv  * never  asked  him  any  questions ; I gave  up  the  examination 
him  . SG  1 j -Brien  stated  he  was  a person  who  stood  in  such  a position  towards 
ggj?QW0.u‘d  render  it  improper  to  take  his  evidence. 

Jfeyja  ’ . or<^  Manners .]  After  this  altercation  between  Mr.  O’Brien,  and 
bad  anTfh-  aPPears  tbe  printed  report  you  inquired  of  Neylan  whether  he 

damo,''  t°  complain  of,  and  Neylan  replied  in  the  negative?— I made  pro- 
8860°%^  ^ SaiC*  ke*ore>  but  I never  saw  him, 

9-  lhen  (he  report  is  incorrect  when  it  says  you  asked  if  he  had  any  cora- 
'105*  304  plaint 
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plaint  to  make,  and  that  he  answered  in  the  negative  ? — No,  I do  not  think  it  js 
incorrect : I put  the  same  question  to  him  as  to  the  rest. 

8870.  And  he  answered  in  the  negative  ? — No,  I a n not  sure  ; I do  not  think 
he  did. 

. 8871.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  With  reference  to  this  witness,  Neylan,  you  observed 
there  was  but  one  who  was  disposed  to  give  evidence  at  all  on  the  subject,  and 
that  one  was  Neylan? — Yes. 

887:2.  In  consequence  of  a statement  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  you  thought  he 
was  not  a person  whose  evidence  should  be  taken  if  he  gave  it,  and  for  that 
reason  you  did  not  make  any  attempt  to  get  any  evidence  ? — No,  I was  under  the 
impression  lie  was  a person  of  decidedly  bad  character. 

8873.  Chairman.]  Did  you  not  ask  him  some  question? — Yes. 

8874.  Did  you  not  see  him? — No. 

8875.  Did  you  not  see  him  that  morning? — I do  not  think  I ever  saw  him  till 
I saw  him  here. 

8876.  Did  you  ask  him  any  question  at  all  when  his  name  was  called  over?  — 
I think  I asked  the  very  same  question. 

8877.  Was  that  after  you  had  known  of  any  charge  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien?— 
It  was,  it  was  about  then  that  Mr.  O’Brien  made  the  charge  ; I cannot  exactly 
say  when,  but  I went  through  the  same  routine  that  I did  with  the  others. 

8878.  Did  you  see  Neylan  at  the  time  Mr.  O’Brien  made  the  charge? — No. 

8879.  Did  no  man  answer  to  the  name  ? — Yes,  but  he  was  in  the  crowd ; he 
was  behind  me  at  the  time  he  answered  the  question. 

8880.  A voice  answered  to  you  ; you  did  not  see  the  person? — No. 

8881.  When  the  name  of  Neylan  was  called  out  as  a witness,  did  the  same 
voice  answer  ? — I think  so. 

8882.  Did  you  then  continue  to  put  questions  in  the  direction  from  which  the 
voice  came  to  the  man  who  had  answered  before,  though  you  did  not  see  him?— 
Yes. 

8883.  Is  that  not  making  an  attempt  at  examination  after  he  made  the  charge? 
— It  is,  but  it  is  not  the  way  I should  carry  on  an  examination  if  I thought  it  likely 
to  get  an  answer. 

8884.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  find,  from  your  experience  amongst  the  people 
in  West  Clare,  an  indisposition  to  prefer  charges  against  persons  without  just 
foundation  ? — No. 

8885.  You  found  them  remarkably  correct  when  they  brought  forward  charges 
against  persons  where,  they  had  foundation  tor  doing  so? — Never;  much  the 
reverse  ; I never  found  them  very  correct  in  any  case. 

8886.  You  found,  from  your  experience  amongst  the  people,  pretty  frequent 
charges  made  against  persons  without,  in  your  opinion,  having  just  foundation?— 
Indeed,  I did,  a great  many. 

8887.  Do  you  not  find  it  very  probable,  the  charges  here  made  against.  Mr. 
O’Brien  might  have  emanated  from  the  same  impure  source  ? — I think  it  is  very 
probable;  I never  believed  anything  upon  hearsay,  especially  the  reports  of  the 
lower  orders,  for  they  rarely  told  one  word  of  truth. 

8888.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  I wish  to  know  whether  you  could  inform  the 
Committee  it  it  was  the  duty  of  an  ex-officio,  member  of  a relief  committee  to. re- 
port such  an  irregularity  as  comfortable  persons  being  put  upon  the  list,  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  or  any  subordinate  officers  of  the  Board  ; do  you  know  that,  one 
way  or  the  other? — I think  it  ought  to  have  been  done,  but  they  had  no  particular 
orders  to  do  it. 


Dr.  James  Shannon,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

8889.  Chairman^  ARE  you  a Physician  ? — I am. 

8890.  Do  you  reside  at  Ennistimon,  in  county  Clare  ?— Yes. 

8891.  How  long  have  you  done  so  ?— The  last  eight  or  ten  years. 

8892.  Were  you  member  of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee  ? — Yes. 

8893.  When  did  you  first  become  so?— X was  a member  during  the  year 
1846. 

8894.  Were  yon  present  at  a presentment  sessions,  held  at  Ennistimon,  on  the 

4th  December,  when  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair? — j was. 

8895.  When  you  entered,  was  Major  Macnamara  concluding  some  observations 

about  geese,  turkeys,  and  ducks  ?— Yes.  , 

8S96.  Did 
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8896.  Did  that  allude  to  some  charges  made  about  people  put  upon  the  works, 
as  subordinate  officers,  by  bribery  ?— He  alluded,  I think,  to  persons  being  ap- 
pointed improperly. 

8897*  What  do  >’ou  mean  by  improperly  ? — I was  not  at  the  meeting  when  he 
was  making  the  statement. 

8898.  Do  you  know  what  it  meant? — That  persons  were  appointed  to  the 
situations  of  stewards,  and  check  clerks,  and  overseers,  through  the  influence  of 
bribery. 

8899.  And  they  consequently  had  those  names  given  to  them  by  the  people  r 
—Yes. 


8900.  Was  Major  Macnamara  complaining  of  it  ?—  I understood  so,  but  he 
had  concluded  his  statement  when  1 came  into  the  room  ; he  was  concluding  his 
observations  upon  that. 

8901.  Was  the  meeting  a noisy  one  ? — It  was  rather  noisy,  as  is  usual  at  those 
places. 

8902.  Did  you  observe  any  particular  person  who  was  noisy  ? — Yes,  Morty 
Slattery. 

8903.  Was  he  accusing  the  engineer  of  appointing  incompetent  persons  to  be 
overseers  ? — Yes. 

8904.  Did  he  do  so  with  any  degree  of  violence  ? — He  spoke  rather  loudly  ; 
he  was  a noisy  man. 

8905.  Was  he  afterwards  himself  put  on  as  a steward  ?— Yes;  he  was  employed 
as  a steward  afterwards  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

S906.  Do  you  remember  when  that  discussion  ended,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien 
calling  the  attention  of  the  officers  and  magistrates  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter? 
—I  do. 


8907.  Did  he  urge  the  necessity  of  proceeding  under  it  in  preference  to  the 
Act  of  Parliament? — He  did. 

8908.  Did  he  state  his  opinion  that  presentments  should  be  made  for  useful 
and  profitable  works  ? — He  urged  they  should  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter,  and  he  considered  that  presentments  made  for  preparing  the  land  for  tillage 
would  come  under  that  class  of  presentments. 

8909.  Did  he  maintain  his  opinion  by  argument? — He  did,  by  arguing  upon 
the  letter. 


8910.  Did  he,  in  your  opinion,  do  it  in  a temperate  and  proper  way,  or  was  it 
done  in  a manner  to  excite  the  people? — I think  in  the  best  possible  spirit,  and 
the  best  temper  possible,  so  far  as  I could  see. 

8911.  Mr.  Gamble,  Captain  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Hill,  took  the  opposite  view, 
and  dissented  from  his  opinion  ? — They  did. 

8912.  Did  they  use  arguments  in  favour  of  their  opinion  ? — They  stated  that 
from  instructions  they  had  received  from  the  Board  of  Works  they  inferred  the 
relief  presentment,  passed  in  the  wav  Mr.  O’Brien  stated,  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned. They  said  they  had  no  distinct  orders  from  the  Board  of  Works,  but 
that  they  inferred  as  much  from  their  instructions,  and  they  said  they  would  not 
certify  the  presentment  made  in  accordance  with  Mr.  O’Brien’s  views. 

8913.  Did  they  support  their  construction  of  the  letter  by  arguments? — I did 
not  hear  any  arguments  used  by  them. 

8914.  Did  they  conduct  themselves,  in  the  support  of  their  views,  in  a tem- 
perate and  proper  manner? — I did  not  see  them  interoperate  upon  that  occasion. 

8{D5*  Was  the  question  put  from  the  chair,  and  carried? — It  was. 

8916.  Only  one  dissentient  voice? — Only  Archdeacon  Whitty  and  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works. 

8917.  Then  the  officers  refused  to  sign  it? — They  refused  to  sign  itf 

8918.  Was  Mr.  Millett  there? — He  was  not,  at  that  time. 

8919.  Was  he  sent  for? — He  was  then,  I think. 

8920.  For  what  purpose  ? — To  explain  some  complaints  that  Major  Macnamara 
made  against  him. 

8921.  What  about? — About  not  going  to  Killilagh  to  employ  200  men  that  he 
promised  to  put  to  work  there, 

89^2.  Did  he  attend  ?— He  came  in  soon  after. 

^923*  Did  he  explain  the  reason  why  he  had  not  been  able  to  attend  ? — Ye6; 

at  lie  had  had  a fall  from  his  horse.  And  he  was  asked  why  he  did  not 
a tend  the  day  following,  and  he  said  lie  was  stopped  by  a rabble,  I think, 
exaal^*  ^ bbservat’on  ,nade  upon  that  expression  ?-— I do  not  recollect 

0,1  °5*  3 p 8925.  Mr. 
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8925.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  not  you  think  it  was  “a  set  of  ruffians”?— I 
am  not  quite  sure;  it  might  have  been  that. 

8926.  Upon  his  saying  whatever  he  did,  do  you  remember  Major  Macnamara 
turning  round  and  addressing  the  body  of  the  court,  and  calling  their  attention  to 
what  he  had  said  ? — No ; J do  not  recollect  that  particularly. 

8927.  Mr.  Rep  ton.]  Could  you  hear  what  Major  Macnamara  said  where  you  were 
standing? — I think  I could.  I was  very  near,  but  I was  not  quite  close  to  him. 

8928.  Mr . Solicitor- General.]  Were  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court  very 

. much  excited  at  what  was  going  on  ? — Not  more  than  usual.  3 

8929.  They  are  usually  very  much  excited  ?— They  are;  and  particularly  at 
Ennistimon;  for  the  people  were  very  badly  off  for  work,  as  the  work  was  not  so 
extensive  as  in  other  districts. 

8930.  And  there  was  much  excitement  among  the  people  ? — Not  more  than  the 
usual  excitement. 

8931 . Was  it  very  considerable  ?— Not  very  considerable ; nothing  like  violence. 

S932.  Did  the  people  take  a great  interest  in  what  was  going  on  on  the  bench  • 

— I think  they  did,  of -course. 

$933*  Chairman.]  The  same  as  on  other  occasions? — Yes. 

8934.  Was  there  anything  you  saw  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major 
Macnamara,  or  anything  in  their  expressions,  calculated  to  excite  the  people  on 
that  day  ? — I did  not  hear  anything  calculated  to  excite  the  people. 

8935*  Was  the  following  Thursday  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges  made 
by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett  ? — Yes. 

8936.  Did  you  attend  ? — Yes. 

8937.  Were  you  present  at  the  time  ? — I was. 

8938.  Was  there  any  excitement  beyond  what  was  customary  at  other  times, 
at  that  time? — In  the  court? 

8939‘  Yes. — No  ; I do  not  think  there  was. 

8940.  Did  the  people  there  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  what  was  goin°-  for- 
ward?— Not  particularly;  there  was  no  particular  excitement  on  that  occasion. 

8941.  Did  many  people  attend  in  the  body  of  the  court?— There  were  a great 
many. 

8942.  Was  that  usual  in  all  meetings  of  that  sort  ? — Yes. 

8943-  On  that  occasion  did  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien  make  use  of 
any  language  or  exhibit  any  conduct  calculated  to  excite  the  people  ?—  No,  I do 
not  think  they  did. 

. 8944*  Did  you  hear  them  say  or  do  anything  to  exasperate  the  people  to 
violence  upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  r— No,  I did  not. 

8945.  From  what  you  know  of  the  people  and  their  condition  at  that  time,  and 
from  what  you  saw  at  those  meetings,  was  there  any  danger  of  violence  towards 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Not  the  least. 

8940.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  mean  to  say  that  all  passed  off  quietly  on 
Ihursday  the  10th? — I mean  to  say  during  the  time  the  meeting  was  held  in  the 
body  of  the  court-house. 

8947.  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Major  Macnamara. 

^948.  Do  you  mean  to  represent  to  the  Committee  that  at  that  meeting  of  the 
10th,  things  were  as  quiet  as  they  usually  are? — 1 am  speaking  of  the  meeting 
when  it  was  held  in  the  court-house.  They  adjourned  afterwards  to  a private 
room,  and  there  the  noise  occurred.  I was  questioned  as  to  the  meeting  in  the 
court-house ; the  proceedings  commenced  in  the  body,  and  then  there  was  a dis- 
cussion whether  it  should  be  a public  or  private  investigation. 

8949.  When  you  got  into  the  private  room,  were  things  all  quiet?— All  quiet. 

95°-  Had  strong  language  been  used  by  anybody  ? — Not  in  the  court-house. 

8951.  Before  you  went  into  the  private  room  had  no  strong  expressions  been 
used  by  anybody  ; by  Mr.  O’Brien,  for  instance  ?— No,  I did  not  hear  him  use 
any  strong  expressions.  He  was  arguing  the  right  to  have  the  meeting  in 
the  public  court-house,  and  Captain  Wynne  was  objecting  to  it ; and  I thought 
Uaptain  Wynne  did  not  treat  the  chairman  with  the  courtesy  that  was  due  to 
him.  Major  Macnamara  was  moved  to  the  chair,  and  Captain  Wynne  made  a 
short  speech,  and  moved  the  adjournment  without  taking  off  his  hat;  and  Major 

Macnamara,  as  I thought,  took  his  hat  off  to  show  Captain  Wynne  it  was  due 

to  him.  ^ J 

8952.  In  the  private  room  did  you  hear  any  cries,  “ Don’t  let  him  speak ; 

* J urn  him  out  ” ? — I did. 

8953.  Who 
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Sg53-  Who  made  those  cries  r — The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanrahan. 

8954.  Who  made  the  cries  of  “ Turn  him  out”?— I did  not  hear  any  person 
but  Air.  Hanrahan. 

8955-  L)o  you  say  that  he  was  the  only  person  who  made  use  of  that  expres- 
sion 1 — He  was  the  only  person  that  I could  hear  use  the  expression.  I know 
the  expression  was  made  use  of,  but  he  was  the  only  person  J knew  of. 

8956.  Did  many  persons  make  use  of  such  expressions  ? — I think  not 

8957.  How  many  ?—  1 could  not  distinctly  say  that  I heard  any  person  make 
use  of  that  expression,  except  Mr.  Hanrahan. 

S05S.  Were  many  persons  speaking  at  once?— Yes,  there  was  a great  noise 

8959.  Was  it  after  that  tiiat  Mr.  O’Brien  asked  the  chairman  to  bind  Captain 

Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace? — It  was.  r 

8960.  Did  Captain  Wynne  offer  to  make  an  explanation  ?— Yes,  he  wanted  to 
be  heard. 

8961.  Did  you  hear  any  person  stop  him  explaining  1— Yes ; there  was  a 

general  cry  of  “ retract and  I myself  thought  it  was  only  due  to  me  to  say  that 
from  the  language  he  made  use  of,  he  ought  not  to  be  heard.  ’ 

8962.  What  was  the  language  you  thought  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  for?_He 
said  he  treated  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  with  contempt. 

8963.  Did  he  not  say,  if,  in  the  expressions  he  made  use  of,  he  meant  to 
attribute  personal  motives  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  would  treat  it 
with  contempt  r — Certainly  not ; he  made  use  of  the  word  “ contempt it  was 
afterwards  he  explained  it  in  that  way. 

8964.  Were  you  a member  of  the  committee?— I was;  I was  always  actino- 

upon  the  committee  ; I was  treasurer,  and  acting  in  that  capacity.  ° 

8965*  Did  Captain  Wynne  afterwards  make  an  explanation  ? — He  did. 

8966.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien^  Who  is  Mr.  Hanrahan  ?— The  Roman-catholic 
curate  of  the  parish. 

8967.  Mr.  Rept07i.]  Do  you  think  Captain  Wynne  ought  to  have  been  turned 

out  of  the  room,  in  your  judgment? — I think  his  conduct  was  certainly  very 
imprudent.  J 

8968.  In  your  opinion,  ought  he  to  have  been  turned  out  of  the  room  ? — 

I would  not  proceed  to  such  extremities  myself,  but  I think  his  conduct  was  im- 
prudent. 

. 8969-  In  what  respect  was  Captain  Wynne  imprudent  ? — In  making  use  of  the 
violent  language  he  did  towards  Mr.  O’Brien. 

8970.  Loid  J.  Manners^]  Was  he  permitted  to  finish  that  sentence  of  which, 
you  have  complained  r — His  sentence  seemed  perfectly  finished. 

8971.  Mr.  Hoj'tJnvick.]  Did  anybody  interrupt  him? — After  he  made  use  of 
the  word  “ contempt  ” there  was  an  interruption. 

8972.  Did  he  say,  “ If  you  mean  to  attribute  to  me  personal  motives  and  con- 
spiracy, I shall  treat  that  with  contempt”? — No  ; I do  not  think  it  was  put  in 
that  way. 

8973-  What  did  you  understand  him  to  mean? — When  Mr.  O’Brien  made  use 
of  the  word  **  conspiracy,”  Captain  Wvnne  said  he  would  treat  his  observations 
with  contempt. 

. ^974 • When  Mr.  O’Brien  used  the  word  “ conspiracy,”  did  he  seem  to  apply 
^ H°iu'e  °^CerS  °*  the  Board? — It  would  appear  to  apply  to  Dean  Stackpoole 
and  Mr.  Westropp,  and  I dare  say  the  Board  of  Works  too  were  included  in  it. 

1 a‘n  n°t  quite  sure  of  that. 

975>  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  As  a gentleman  who  was  there  present,  have 
you  any  doubt  the  word  “ conspiracy”  applied  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
orks  as  well? — To  the  Board,  because  he  complained  of  discourtesy  shown  to 
h>ra  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

8976.  The  word  “conspiracy”  ? — Yes  ; I should  say  it  applied  to  Dean  Stack- 
P°o  e and  Mr.  Westropp,  but  also  to  the  Board  of  Works,  probably  ; but  I can- 
not be  sure  of  that. 

tn  ^.r*  -®0r*/mwA\]  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  say  he  “ did  not  care  who 
°8  11  to  himself  ” ? — I do  not  think  he  made  use  of  the  words. 

0978.  Have  you  read  this  report  ? — Yes,  I have, 
it  j;.011  ^ave  °hserved  that  word  ? — Yes  ; I recollect  I read  it  the  day  after 
was  published,  and  I recollect  that  word  particularly. 

Nn  ? t°’i  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  say,  “ I don’t  care  who  takes  it  to  himself”  ?— 

> do  not  think  he  made  use  of  the  words  at  all. 

0,1°5-  3 p 2 8981.  In 
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8981.  In  page  59  you  find,  “ Captain  Wynne  remarked,  if  the  expression  used 
by  Mr.  O’Brien  went  to  attribute  personal  motives  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his 

duty,  he  would  only  say  he  should  treat  with  contempt ” and  then  he  is 

interrupted  by  the  uproar  and  confusion,  which  became  so  great  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  speaker  to  proceed.  “ He  made  several  attempts  to  finish  the 
sentence,  but  was  interrupted  by  cries  of  ‘ Don’t  let  him  speak,  he  shouldn’t  be 
heard,  turn  him  out ;’  in  the  midst  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanralmn,  u.c.c.,  stepped 
up  to  the  speaker,  and  with  very  great  warmth  said,  £ You  shall  not  insult  us  sir- 
you  should  not  be  heard  ; don’t  think  you  will  put  me  down  as  you  did  priest 
Quin,  the  other  day,  at  Corofin.’” 

8982.  Do  you  not  think  that  is  a correct  report  ? — I do  not  think  it  is  correct. 

8893.  You  think  Captain  Wynne  bad  quite  finished  his  sentence? — It  would 

appear  to  be  quite  finished.  He  did  not  put  it  hypothetically;  it  was  afterwards 
in  the  explanation  he  put  it  so. 

8984.  He  said  that  was  his  intention  ; had  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that 
was  his  intention  when  he  said  so  ? — His  words  did  not  appear  to  convey  that 
meaning. 

8985.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Are  you  medical  officer  to  any  dispensary? — I am. 

8986.  Which  r — Ennistimon  Dispensary. 


Veneris,  11°  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Sharmau  Crawford. 
Mr.  Stufford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thomely. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 


Dr.  James  Shannon,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

89S7.  Chairman.']  I think  you  yesterday  were  about  to  continue  your 
statement  of  what  took  place  at  the  investigation  of  the  10th  December,  and  I 
think  you  said  that  the  manner  in  which  Captain  Wynne  addressed  the  chair 
without  taking  off  his  hat  gave  some  offence  ; is  that  so? — Yes. 

8988.  You  do  not  perhaps  mean  to  represent  that  was  an  intentional 
offence,  but  in  the  confusion  of  the  meeting  might  have  happened  to  any  per- 
son . I know  the  chairman  took  off  his  hat,  and  said,  “In  addressing  you 
I take  off  my  hat,”  which  showed  that  it  gave  him  offence,  and  Captain  Wynne 
did  not  take  off  his  hat  then,  he  merely  touched  it. 

8989.  It  passed  off  without  any  remark? — Nothing  hut  that  particularly; 
Captain  Wynne  said  he  did  not  look  upon  the  assemblage  as  a court  or  the 
members  of  it  as  magistrates. 

899°'  Did  that  give  any  umbrage  to  the  members  present? — Nothing  fur- 
ther than  that.  v 

8991.  When  Captain  Wynne  said  he  looked  upon  it  not  as  a court,  was  not 
that  advanced  as  a reason  why  they  might  not  adjourn  to  a private  room 
instead  of  holding  the  investigation  in  open  court  ? — He  stated  he  looked  upon 
tliem  assembled  there  as  the  accusers  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  he  then  said,  “ I insist,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  adjourning  this  meeting  to  a 
private  room,  otherwise  I shall  hold  no  investigation  in  continuation  he  said 
that,  as  well  as  I recollect. 

8992  Was  it  not  with  reference  to  his  wishing  they  should  adjourn  to 
a pn\  a e room,  that  he  stated  he  should  not  look  upon  them  as  a court  ? — No ; 
J.™  reference  to  taking  off  his  hat,  I thought,  because  it  was  just  as 
Major  Macnamara  took  off  his  hat  and  said,  « In  addressing  you  I take  off  my 
nat,  and  Captain  Wynne  said,  “ I do  not  look  upon  you  as  a court,  or  the 
members  as  magistrates.” 

^^93-  You  understood  it  to  mean,  that  not  being  a formal  meeting,  the  for- 
mality of  taking  off  the  hat  was  unnecessary? — Yes. 

8994-  Mr. 
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8994.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Did  anybody  else  take  off  his  hat  ?— Yes,  Mr. 
Gamble  took  off  his  hat. 

8995.  Chairman.]  Did  not  Captain  Wynne  take  off  his  hat  when  he  under- 
stood from  Major  Macnamara  it  was  desired  ? — No,  lie  merely  touched  it 

8990.  Mr.  Thomely.)  Did  Captain  Wynne  keep  on  his  hat  the  whole  time 
he  remained  in  the  room  ?— Yes,  I think  he  did;  it  was  in  the  open  court. 

5997.  Mr.  Stafford  O Brien.  j The  proceedings  were  of  a conversational  cha- 
racter, were  they  not;  it  was  rather  a conversation  than  set  speeches?— Rather  so 

5998.  Did  everybody  who  spoke  always  take  off  his  hat  when  speaking,  how- 
ever short  his  sentences  might  be  ? — I cannot  say  in  that  court ; but  I know  it 
is  usual  in  polite  society. 

8999.  Who  wore  their  hats,  and  who  did  not;— I think  Mr.  Gamble  took  off 
his  hat  when  the  observation  was  made  ; but  I did  not  see  any  person  address- 
ing  the  chairman  with  his  hat  on,  except  Captain  Wynne. 

9000.  Mr.  Thomely.']  You  would  not  think  it  improper  to  wear  the  hat, 
unless  they  were  addressing  the  chairman  ? — I would  not  look  upon  it  as  such 
a mark  of  discourtesy. 

9001.  Chairman.]  Was  there  any  objection  made  to  the  adjournment  to  the 
private  room? — Yes,  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  were  anxious  to  have 
it  held  in  the  public  court,  to  have  a public  investigation,  and  they  stated  their 
reasons. 

9002.  What  were  those  reasons  r— I do  not  recollect  exactly  what  reasons 
they  gave,  but  merely  stated  their  wish  to  have  a public  investigation. 

9003.  Did  Captain  Wynne  insist  upon  removing  to  a private  room,  or  not 
holding  the  investigation  at  all  ? — Yes,  he  insisted  upon  adjourning  it  to  a 
private  room,  or  he  would  not  hold  it  at  all. 

9004.  Did  that  cause  any  irritation  on  the  part  of  the  members  present  ? — 
Major  Macnamara  asked  “who  and  what  are  you,  that  you  dictate  to  magis- 
trates and  landed  proprietors;  1 do  not  mean  anything  personal.”  Major 
Macnamara  said  that. 

9005.  That  desire  on  the  part  of  Captain  Wynne  gave  umbrage,  in  point  of 
fact,  to  the  members  ? — Yes,  when  he  insisted. 

9006.  And  they  at  last  consented,  and  the  adjournment  took  place  r — Yes, 
they  consented. 

9007.  Mr.  Thomely.']  Did  Captain  Wynne  assign  any  reason  why  he  wished 
the  meeting  to  be  adjourned  ? — A man  of  the  name  of  Slattery  was  rather 
noisy,  and  Captain  Wynne,  at  the  conclusion  stated,  if  he  had  no  other  reason, 
that  man  was  a strong  argument  in  favour  of  adjourning  to  a private  room, 
and  after  that  it  was  adjourned  to  a private  room. 

9008.  Chairman.]  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  take  the  chair  in  the  private 
room  ?—  I do  not  think  any  person  wras  moved  to  it,  but  he  did  take  the  chair. 

9009.  Did  the  discussion  go  on  in  the  private  room,  and  the  investigation  ? 

The  investigation  went  on  then. 

9010.  How  were  the  matters  conducted  then  between  the  parties  ? — In  the 
quietest  manner  possible ; Major  Macnamara  read  the  charges  from  a paper  lie 
had,  and  they  were  gone  into  seriatim. 

9°n.  There  was  perfect  harmony  : Captain  Wynne,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Government  and  the  gentlemen  present,  conducted  it  in  a quiet  manner  ? — The 
most  quiet  and  gentlemanlike  manner  possible. 

9012.  Do  you  remember,  when  the  investigation  was  nearly  over,  and  the 
meeting  about  to  separate,  Captain  Wynne  mentioning  any  charges  that  had 
been  sent  to  him  for  investigation  by  the  Board  of  Works  against  members  of 
the  committee  ? — Yes  ; he  said  he  had  some  charges  sent  for  investigation  by 
the  Board  of  Works  against  members  of  a committee  then  present,  and  he  would 
call  upon  the  chairman  to  read  them. 

9°i3-  Did  any  body  read  them? — Mr.  O’Brien  called  out  for  him  to  name 
the  members  against  whom  the  charges  were  made. 

90 1 4-  What  did  Captain  Wynne  say  ? — He  said  the  documents  would  speak 
or  themselves,  and  he  handed  them  to  the  chairman. 

9° i.5-  What  did  the  chairman  do  upon  that? — He  took  them  and  began  to 
read  them. 

9016.  Did  he  read  them  aloud  ? — He  did. 

, 9° 1 7-  Did  it  turn  out  to  be  that  those  were  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Westropp, 

e agent  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — It  did.  . . 

°*1  °5-  3 p 3 9018.  How 
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Dr.  J.  Shannon.  9^ 1 8.  How  were  those  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien  by  Mr.  Westropp  received 

• by  the  magistrates  and  parties  present  ? — Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty  several  time' 

i i June  i S47.  apologized  for  reading  such  unpleasant  documents  ; and  the  meeting  did  110t 
say  anything  about  it  until  Mr.  O’Brien  stood  up  to  reply  to  him. 

9019.  What  took  place  upon  that  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  repelled  the  attacks  made  in 
those  letters,  and  stated  that  he  courted  the  strictest  inquiry  into  his  conduct  ■ 
and  that  if  they  gave  an  opportunity  of  going  into  the  matter,  he  would  prove 
them  all  to  be  false  and  unfounded. 

9020.  Did  any  of  the  other  members  express  any  belief  upon  that  subject? 
“-None  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee. 

9021 . Did  he  say  anything  further? — Yes  ; he  complained  of  the  discourtesy 
of  the  Board  of  Works  in  not  communicating  with  him  by  letter,  and  givin* 
him  the  advantage  that  they  gave  to  Mr.  Westropp  as  the  accuser,  because  they 
had  written  to  Mr.  Westrop,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  complained  of  their  giving  him 
an  advantage  over  himself. 

9022.  Did  Captain  Wynne  give  any  explanation  of  the  course  that  had  been 
taken  ? — I do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

9023.  What  did  Mr.  O’Brien  say? — He  called  upon  the  chairman  to  preserve 
the  documents  with  great  care,  as  he  would  have  to  call  upon  him  to  produce 
them  before  a jury  of  the  county,  as  he  insinuated  he  would  bring  an  action 
against  Mr.  Westropp  and  Dean  Stackpoole. 

9024.  On  the  ground  that  they  were  false  and  scandalous  ? — I suppose  so. 

90.25.  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  any  objection  to  the  course  suggested  by 

Mr.  O’Brien? — Yes;  he  said  they  were  the  property  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  therefore  could  not  leave  them  with  the  chairman. 

9026.  What  did  Mr.  O’Brien  do  upon  that? — He  still  persisted  in  calling 
upon  the  chairman  to  preserve  them,  as  they  were  now  public  property,  by 
being  read  in  that  room  ; and  still  called  upon  him  to  preserve  them. 

9027.  Did  he  use  any  expressions  to  designate  what  he  considered  the  false 
charge  to  be  ? — Yes,  he  stated  he  knew  there  was  a conspiracy  against  him. 

9028.  Did  he  indicate  the  parties  whom  he  charged  with  conspiracy? — 
Nothing  more  particularly  than  that  he  knew  there  was  a conspiracy  against  him. 

9029.  Did  he  say  it  in  any  way  to  lead  you  to  know  who  were  the  conspira- 
tors ? — From  the  general  tenor  of  his  observations,  nothing  else  in  particular. 

9030.  Whom  did  you  understand  him  to  mean  ? — Dean  Stackpoole  and 
Mr.  Westropp ; and  I think,  also,  the  Board  of  Works,  from  his  observations 
about  the  Board  of  Works. 

9031.  Do  you  remember,  in  answer  to  a remark  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanrahan, 
saying,  ^ “ that  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  warranted  his  being  turned  out  of  the 

* room ; ” what  Captain  Wynne  had  said  to  him  ? — He  told  him  to  be  silent  and 
keep  himself  quiet. 

9°32-  What  did  Mr.  Hanrahan  say  to  that? — Mr.  Hanrahan  told  him  he 
was  a member  of  the  committee,  and  he  had  as  good  a right  to  speak  there  as 
he  had  himself,  and  he  would  not  put  him  down  as  he  did  the  priest  at 
Corofin. 

9°33-  Did  Captain  Wynne  reply,  when  he  at  last  got  a hearing  ?— Yes. 

9°34-  What  did  he  say  then?— -He  stated,  after  Mr.  Hanrahan  made  use  of 
those  observations,  Cf  You  are  all  greatly  excited,  gentlemen.” 

9°35-  Do  you  remember  when  Captain  Wynne  got  a hearing,  his  saying  to 
the  gentlemen  present,  “ You  are  all  very  much  excited  ; you  see  how  cool 
I am  ; I am  perfectly  cool  ” ?— Yes,  he  did  say  that. 

9036.  Were  the  gentlemen  excited  then  ? — Indeed  they  were. 

9037.  Was  Captain  Wynne  cool  ? — He  appeared  to  keep  himself  very  cool. 

9038.  Did  you  make  any  remark  to  Captain  Wynne  when  he  said  he  was 
perfectly  cool  ? — Yes. 

9039  What  did  you  say?— I stated  that  he  knew  what  he  was  about  too 
well  to  lose  his  temper,  and  that  he  was  the  more  dangerous  on  that  account. 

Q 040.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  he  was  the  more  dangerous  on  that 
account . That  he  kept  himself  cool  for  the  purpose  of  being  the  more  offen- 
sive ; that  is  what  I meant  by  that. 

. 904^  Had  there  been  anything  in  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  or  manner  to 
induce  you  to  think  he  meant  to  be  offensive? — Nothing  more  than  the  obser- 
vations he  made  use  of ; the  principal  observation  was  that  with  respect  to  the 
contempt  that  he  held  Mr.  O’Brien  in. 

9042.  Was 
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9042.  Was  it  after  you  made  that  remark,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  called  upon  Mr 
Archdeacon  Whitty  to  bind  Captain  Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace  ?— It  was.  ' 

9043.  And  we  were  told  he  declined,  and  would  not  interfere  1—  He  'said 
there  were  other  magistrates  present  as  well  as  himself;  and  he  did  not  do 
anything  further. 

9044.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.']  Were  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  4th  5— Yes 

9045.  Did  you  observe  anything  in  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare 
that  would  warrant  a charge  made  in  a letter  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to 
the  Board  of  Works  in  these  words : “ I have  strong  reason  to  complain  of  the 
conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin”  ? — I did  not 

9046.  Was  there  anything  in  the  remotest  degree  in  the  conduct  of  the  two 

Members  for  Clare  that  would  warrant  such  a charge  being  made  against 
them  ? — Certainly  not.  ° 

9047.  Not  a shadow  of  a ground  for  it  ?— Not  a shadow  of  a ground  for  it 

904S.  Chairman.]  Were  the  people  generally,  and  at  that  meeting  in  par- 
ticular, a good  deal  excited  at  that  time,  and  hostile  to  the  officers  of  tlie  Board 
of  Works  ?—  I do  not  think  they  were.  The  court  was  greatly  crowded  by  poor 
people  seeking  for  work,  and  there  was  some  little  noise,  of  course. 

9049.  Were  not  the  people  generally  in  that  district  excited'  against  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  hostile  to  them,  because  they  thought  they 
did  not  put  on  so  many  as  they  should!— I do  not  think  they  were  hostile  to 
them  ; 1 do  not  think  they  were  very  well  pleased  with  them,  because  in  other 
districts  they  were  much  better  off. 

9050.  Do  you  know  that  a feeling  of  irritation  against  the  officers  had 
existed  before  that  meeting,  and  independent  of  it  ? — I think  the  feelin°-  was 
against  the  committee  more  than  the  officers,  or  quite  as  much,  because°they 
blamed  the  committees  for  everything ; they  thought  they  had  the  power  of 
putting  them  to  work,  which  they  had  not ; but  I think  the  members  of  the 
committee  were  blamed  more  than  tlie  officers  even. 

9057.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  relief  committees  put  a great  number  of 
persons  on  the  works,  leaving  the  responsibility  of  striking  them  off  to  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— We  did  not  do  that,  I think,  in  Ennistimon. 

9052.  Was  it  not  the  practice  in  your  committee  to  put  a number  of  persons 
on  the  relief  lists,  owing  to  pressure  upon  the  committees,  who  ought  not  to 
have  been  on  the  lists,  leaving  the  responsibility  of  striking  improper  persons 
off  to  the  officers  ? — We  did  not  do  it  certainly  in  Ennistimon. 

9°53-  Do  you  know  the  practice  in  other  committees  ? — I have  heard  the 
officers  complain  of  them ; I recollect  I have  heard  it  from  Captain  Gordon. 

9°54-  Did  you  not  hear  it  from  anybody  else  but  the  officers  ? — I do  not 
know  that  I have. 

9055.  Supposing  any  person  were  at  that  period  at  the  meeting  in  public,  to 
ttse  expressions  in  court,  before  a great  number  of  persons,  which  should  have 
the  appearance  of  backing  up  the  people  against  the  Board  of  Works,  was  not 
that  likely  to  create  a feeling  on  the  part  of  the  people,  which  might  produce 
personal  violence  upon  the  officers  ? — I do  not  think  there  was  any  fear  in  our 
district ; it  was  so  peaceable. 

9056.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  Did  you  perceive  in  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for 
“ ^at  meeting  of  the  4th  of  December,  anything  that  justified  this  charge 

0 hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who  were 
present  ? — Certainly  not. 

9^.5  7-  You  think  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for  the  charge  ?— I do  not 
thmk  there  was. 

It  did  not^°  t^le^r  con(luct,  m your  opinion,  justified  such  a charge  ? — 

^airman.]  Do  you  think  the  statements  and  the  arguments  made  on 
thev  0<Jcas*on  were  fairly  made  as  arguments  in  support  of  the  construction 

.'  placed  upon  any  particular  document  P — I think  they  were  very  fairly  put. 

°-  ^r-  Solicitor- General.]  Was  your  construction  against  the  Board  of 

nnfi  ^^truction ; did  you  agree  with  the  Members  for  Clare  ? — I did  not. 
thfc  11  D,ld  y°u  a§ree  with  the  Board  of  Works? — I was  very  anxious  that 
mis  sort  of  works  should  be  encouraged. 

lettpr  ^0U  *n  favour  °f  the  construction  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s 

y the  Board  of  Works,  or  did  you  agree  with  the  relief  committee  ?— 

•5‘  3 p 4 I cannot 
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I cannot  say  I formed  any  opinion  upon  it,  but  I was  anxious  that  works  of 
that  description  should  be  carried  out ; I had  some  interest  in  having  the  works 
carried  on,  for  I had  lands  in  my  own  hands. 

9063.  In  what  way  were  you  in  favour  of  the  Members  for  Clare?— I was 
anxious  to  have  reproductive  works  in  any  way  carried  on,  in  preference  to  the 
road  works. 

9064.  Was  not  that  the  very  question  that  was  argued  by  the  Members  for 
Clare  ? — Yes,  it  was ; the  Members  for  Clare  were  anxious  to  have  the  land  of 
the  poor  prepared  for  tillage,  and  it  appeared  from  what  the  officers  stated, 
that  such  presentments  could  not  be  made,  and  I would  have  been  anxious  on 
that  occasion  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  officers,  under  any  circumstances. 

9065.  You  would  have  taken  that  rather  than  none  ? — Exactly ; that  is  what 
I meant. 

9066.  Did  you  attend  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  on  the  17th  of  December? 
— Yes ; I came  there  rather  late  ; it  was  nearly  over  when  I got  there. 

9067.  Did  you  go  there  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  an  inquiry  into  Mr. 
Westropp’s  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I did. 

9068.  Did  you  understand  when  you  arrived  there  that  any  person  had  been 
called  and  examined  ? — Yes ; I heard  a few  examined  myself. 

9069.  Did  you  understand  that  a few  had  been  examined  before  ? — Yes,  I did. 

9070.  What  occurred  after  you  arrived? — 1 saw  two  or  three  persons  put 
forward  by  Daniel  Neylan,  Dean  Stackpoole’s  man,  and  Mr.  Westropp’s  man, 
and  they  stated  they  had  no  complaint. 

907 1 . Do  you  know  who  Daniel  Neylan  was  ? — I understood  him  to  be  the 
driver  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property. 

9072.  Did  you  understand  that  at  the  time? — I did. 

9073.  How  was  he  acting  there ; in  what  capacity  ? — He  seemed  acting  there 
as  putting  forward  these  men,  calling  them  in,  and  bringing  them  forward  to 
give  evidence  in  the  investigation. 

9074.  Did  you  see  him  bring  any  person  in,  or  call  any  person  in  ? — I am  not 
quite  sure  whether  it  was  he  who  put  forward  those  two  men,  but  I think  so. 

9075.  Did  you  hear  or  see  any  policeman  sent  to  the  door  to  bring  any 
person  from  the  outside? — Yes  ; I heard  the  policeman  sent  out  to  ask  if  there 
were  any  persons  there  to  make  any  complaints  against  the  committee. 

9076.  Did  Daniel  Neylan  take  any  part  in  that?  — I do  not  know. 

9077.  Who  sent  the  policeman  ? — Mr.  Kitson,  the  sub-inspector,  was  ordered 
to  send  him. 

9078.  Who  ordered  him? — I think  it  was  Captain  Wynne, 

9079.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  parties  brought  in  to  be  examined  r — I did  not. 

9080.  How  many  were  examined  after  you  got  there?— I think  two  or  three 
persons. 

9081.  Who  examined  them  ? — Captain  Wynne  examined  them. 

9082.  Did  it  turn  out  who  they  were  after  they  were  called  in  ; whether  they 
were  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole  or  not  ? — I am  not  quite  sure  of  that. 

9083.  Were  they  examined  very  shortly,  or  at  any  length? — Very  shortly; 
when  it  was  found  they  had  no  complaints  to  make,  they  were  sent  away ; they 
were  on  the  works. 

9084.  What  took  place  after  the  two  who  answered  were  called  in,  and  had 
the  questions  put  to  them? — Captain  Wynne  made  a long  speech ; I was  some 
distance  away  from  him,  but,  from  what  I could  understand,  he  said  the 
charges  were  not  proved,  or  rather  were  unfounded,  and  he  would  consider  it 
liis  duty  to  report  to  that  effect  to  the  Board  of  Works  ; and  Mr.  O’Brien  asked 
him  particularly  about  the  report,  and  he  said  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  make 
a report  favourable  to  the  committee. 

9085.  Have  you  seen  the  report  of  Captain  Wynne  ? — I think  I have. 

9086.  Did  the  terms  of  that  report  convey  a statement  of  what  took  p|ace 
according  to  what  you  would  have  expected  ? — I expected  a more  lengthened  re- 
port, and  one  more  favourable  to  the  committee  than  the  observations  made  use  or. 

9087.  Do  you  observe  the  expression,  “ Some  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants 
were  present,  but  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  the  charges  alluded  to; 
would  you  understand  from  that,  that  certain  parties  had  appeared,  ana  saici 
they  had  no  charges  to  make  ? — No,  I would  not. 

9088.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  it  publicly  known  in  the  neighbourhood  tna 

the  investigation  would  be  held  that  day  r — It  was.  c 

9089-  °° 
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go8g.  So  there  could  be  no  mistake  about  the  witnesses  not  coming  forward  ? 
— No  mistake  in  the  world  ; it  was  known  a week  before. 

9090.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.']  Are  you  a member  of  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee  ? — No,  I was  not  a member. 

9091.  Did  you  usually  attend?— No,  I never  attended  it  before. 

9092.  Why  did  you  attend  on  that  particular  day,  the  7th  of  December? 

I felt  anxious  about  the  matter,  and  I went  there  as  I was  passing  through  • 
I was  professionally  engaged  there  that  day. 

9093.  You  have  been  intimate  with  Mr.  O’Brien  a number  of  years?— -The 
last  eight  or  ten  years. 

9094.  Are  you  his  medical  adviser;  the  physician  to  the  family  ?— I was 
called  to  see  him  once  only. 

9095.  Not  the  regular  physician  to  the  family  ? — I have  been  called  occa- 
sionally to  see  the  family,  but  I cannot  say  I am  the  regular  physician. 

9096.  You  have  known  him  pretty  well  ? — Yes. 

9097.  I believe  that  inquiry  was  conducted  with  very  good  feeling  and 
with  regularity,  was  it  not  ? — It  was. 

9098.  On  all  parts  ? — Yes. 

9099.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Are  you  a friend  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien? — Yes. 

9100.  Do  you  live  near  him  ? — I live  within  five  or  six  miles. 

9101.  Have  you  known  him  long? — Since  I came  to  that  district,  about  eight 
years. 

9102.  Intimately? — Yes. 

9103.  Are  you  a member  of  the  Ennistimon  committee  ? — Yes. 

9104.  What  other  relief  committees  ? — No  other. 

9 1 °5-  Mr.  6.  Cranford. ] Are  you  the  medical  officer  of  the  Ennistimon  Union 
Workhouse? — I am. 

9106.  Who  is  the  chairman  of  that  workhouse  ?— Mr.  O’Brien. 

9107.  Chairman .]  Have  you  on  many  occasions  at  Ennistimon  urged  upon 
captain  Wynne  the  necessity  of  giving  increased  employment  ? — On  two*  or 
three  occasions,  when  I happened  to  meet  him. 

9108.  Do  you  remember  in  January  what  proportion  of  the  people  he  con- 
sidered it  right  to  employ  ? — Yes. 

9109.  What  did  he  state  ? — He  said  one  in  four  and  a half. 

9110.  Did  he  say  with  reference  to  what  census  he  made  that  calculation  ? — 
He  did  not. 

9111.  Did  he  not  say  it  was  with  reference  to  the  whole  population  in  the 
census  of  1841  ? — No  he  did  not  speak  with  reference  to  that  census. 

9112*  The  employment  he  gave  was  one  in  4 A ? — That  was  the  proportion 
in  his  district  he  said  he  intended  to  employ. 

9113.  Did  you  make  any  remark  upon  the  number  you  had  employed  in 
Ennistimon  ? — Yes  ; I said  we  had  only  one  out  of  ten  employed,  and  in  other 
districts  which  were  not  near  so  poor  they  had  one  in  four  or  five. 

9114-  Did  you  make  that  a complaint  of  not  being  placed  in  such  advanta- 
geous circumstances  as  the  other  parts  of  the  country  ? — I did  make  that  a 
complaint  to  him. 

9115-  Did  you  say  it  was  not  fair  to  the  poor  of  your  district  to  have  only 
one  in  10,  when  others  had  one  in  4 | ? — I said  the  poor  were  in  a very  bad 
state,  and  they  required  increased  employment ; and  I asked  what  proportion 
he  intended  to  employ;  he  said  one  in  4£.  I told  him  there  were  only  one 
out  of  10  employed  at  the  time. 

9116.  Did  Captain  Wynne  suggest  anything  for  the  committee  to  do  to 
remedy  that? — He  said  we  should  get  the  other  committees  to  reduce  their 
numbers  before  we  got  an  increased  number.  I told  him  we  had  no  influence 
upon  the  other  committees  to  make  them  reduce  the  numbers. 

91 1 7-  What  did  he  then  say? — He  then  said  we  could  not  expect  to  get 
as  much  employment  as  would  support  us  altogether ; the  people  should  live 
on  short  allowance. 

91 1 8.  Was  there  not  such  general  distress  and  such  clamour  for  employment 
that  the  Government  officers  had  very  great  difficulty  in  giving  them  even  the 
relief  they  did  ? — Indeed  I know  they  had  great  difficulties  to  contend  with. 

9t]9-  Was  at  least  one  half  of  the  destitute  population  not  able  to  get 
suttcient  employment? — I speak  of  our  own  district,  which  probably  was  worse 
off  than  others. 

0,105*  "3  Q,  9120.  Did 
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relief  as  might  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  poor  in  that  neighbourhood?—!  think 

11  June  1847.  they  might  have  done  more  than  they  did.  They  might  have  treated  us  in 
the  same  way  as  other  districts. 

9121.  As  to  the  proportion  of  persons  put  upon  the  works,  do  you  mean?  —Yes. 

9122.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Sheehan  opposing  a work  which  the  Govern- 
ment officers  proposed  ? — I do. 

9123.  In  your  own  immediate  district? — Yes. 

9124.  What  work  was  that? — A road  they  called  the  £ Chapel  Road.’ 

9125.  That  had  been  presented,  had  it  not? — It  had. 

9126.  Did  not  the  opposition  oblige  the  road  to  be  abandoned? — Why,  it 
seemed  so. 

9127.  Did  that  increase  any  difficulties  which  the  Government  officers  had 
in  finding  employment  ? — The  officers  refused  to  carry  on  this  road,  unless  it  was 
carried  on  as  they  wished  themselves ; the  deviation  through  the  chapel-yard. 

9128.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Through  the  yard? — I understood  through  the 
yard  in  one  instance ; and  they  said  latterly  it  was  just  immediately  outside. 
The  resident  engineer  told  me  so. 

9129.  Chairman.']  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  they  had  abandoned  that  road  at 
Mr.  Sheehan’s  suggestion,  they  ought  to  have  given  employment  upon  some 
other  work  instead  ? — I think  they  might  have  made  the  road  agreeable  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ennistimon. 

9130.  You  mean  cutting  the  hills? — There  was  a presentment  for  cutting 
the  hills  at  one  time ; but  that  was  abandoned,  and  the  deviation  recommended. 

9131.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  other  works  which  had  been  presented 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennistimon  were  already  undertaken,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  cutting  the  hills  ? — I do  not  know  exactly. 

9132.  Were  all  the  presentments  that  were  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
Ennistimon  district,  with  the  exception  of  that  road,  in  course  of  operation  ?— 
No,  there  were  several  hills  on  the  Ennis  road  that  were  presented  for  and 
not  gone  on  with. 

9133-  Do  you  know  whether  a presentment  for  that  particular  work  autho- 
rized the  Government  officers  to  carry  the  deviation  through  the  chapel  yard? 
— I think  the  Act  of  Parliament  gave  them  that  power,  because  there  was  a 
deviation  mentioned  in  the  presentment. 

9134.  Is  there  a new  road  now  making  from  Ennis  to  Ennistimon? — There 
is,  I believe. 

9135-  Does  the  new  road  obviate  the  necessity  of  cutting  the  hills  on  the 
Ennis  road  which  was  contemplated? — I do  not  know ; it  will  not  be  the  great 
thoroughfare  to  Ennis,  I am  sure,  when  the  other  is  finished. 

9136.  Mr.  Thornely .]  The  new  road  is  a better  road  than  the  road  by 
cutting  the  hills? — So  ! understand;  it  will  be  a better  road,  and  shorten  the 
distance. 

9137.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Would  the  road  by  the  chapel  have  been  con- 
venient for  the  chapel  ? — I think  it  would  have  injured  the  chapel  very  much. 

9] 38-  When  outside  the  enclosure  ? — One  place  I saw  them  survey  was  just 
through  the  chapel  yard. 

, 91 39-  Assuming  it  was  to  go  outside,  would  it  not  have  been  convenient  for 
the  chapel  for  access  ?— No,  I do  not  think  it  would. 

9 1 40.  Why  not  t — It  would  have  been  in  the  rear  of  the  chapel,  and 
destroyed  the  appearance  of  it. 

9 1 41  • I ask  you  as  to  convenience  ? — It  would  make  the  road  more  convenient. 

9.1 42-  Chairman.]  Was  there  already  a road  to  the  chapel  sufficiently  con- 
venient for  all  purposes  ?— 1 There  was  in  the  front. 

9*43*  Was  the  new  road  entirely  unnecessary  for  the  convenience  of  the 
congregation  that  went  to  the  chapel  ?— Quite  unnecessary. 

9M4-  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  objected  by  Mr.  Sheehan  and  others, 
that  it  went  through  an  ornamental  plantation,  planted  close  to  the  chapel 
wall  -'—Yes  ; it  would  destroy  every  tree  in  the  plantation. 

9J45-  Mas  that  urged  as  a ground  of  objection?— It  was. 

9140.  Do  you  think  it  was  a fair  reason  to  object  to  it  ? — I think  it  was. 

9147.  Mr.  Solicitor- General]]  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  if  it  went  through 
the  plantation  it  would  go  through  the  chapel-yard  ?— It  would  depend  upon 
the  engineer.  He  might  take  it  through  the  corner  of  the  chapel-yard  into  the 

plantation. 
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plantation,  or  a part  of  it.  I do  not  know  liow  they  could  turn  it  round  1 he 
hill  without  going  into  the  yard. 

9148.  Chairman.']  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  district  of  West  Clare: 
— I am. 

9149.  Is  it  thickly  populated,  and  are  the  people  very  poor  r — On  the  sea- 
coast  it  is  ; there  is  a dense  population,  and  consequently  very  poor. 

9150.  Mr.  S.  Cranford.]  Are  you  aware  of  any  person  being  put  on  the 
relief  lists  of  Ennistimon,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  persons  who  were  more 
destitute  than  the  persons  so  put  on  ? — 1 knew  some  persons  were  at  work  that 
ought  not  to  be  at  work,  but  how  they  were  put  on  I do  not  know. 

9151.  Did  the  putting  on  of  those  persons  exclude  others  that  were  more 
destitute :— Of  course  it  must  have  been  so. 

9152.  You  do  not  know  how  they  were  put  on  r— No,  I do  not.  I heard 
that  they  were  put  on  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works ; that 
is,  the  stewaids  and  check-clerks,  because  if  they  acted  in  collusion  they 
could  put  on  any  person  they  liked,  and  it  was  generally  the  complaint  that 
they  did. 

9l5o-  it  your  opinion  they  were  put  on  by  the  committee: — I think  the 
committee  might  have  put  on  some  improper  objects,  but  1 think  there  were 
improper  objects  put  on  by  the  stewards  and  check-clerks. 

9154.  Mr.  Solicitor -General]  That  you  have  only  heard?— I cannot  say 
positively. 

9 1 55-  I do  uot  understand  you  to  say  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge, 
but  you  have,  heard  so  : — I know  we  had  revised  our  lists  in  Ennistimon,  and 
we  had  about  800  or  1,000  men ; we  knocked  off  about  50  of  them  on  revision, 
and  we  had  to  put  on  about  two-thirds  of  those  again,  because  we  proceeded 
upon  wrong  information;  but  the  most  comfortable  that  were  put  off  we 
found  were  put  on  again,  and  it  must  have  been  by  the  stewards  and  check- 
clerks. 

9156.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  it  a general  impression  that  they  were  placed 
on  the  works  by  the  check-clerks,  and  so  on  r — It  was. 

9157.  It  was  the  common  talk  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  a ground  of  com- 
plaint ? — Yes. 

9158.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  ever  hear  it  suggested  that  relief  com- 
mittees put  on  improper  persons  ? — I did. 

9159.  And  a very  strong  impression  in  your  neighbourhood  that  they  did  ? 
— I do  not  know. 

9160.  You  have  been  asked  whether  there  was  not  an  impression  that 
improper  persons  were  put  on  by  the  stewards  and  check-clerks ; was  there 
not  an  impression  that  relief  committees  put  on  some  improper  objects  ? — 
Some  members  of  the  committees  put  on  some  who  w7ere  not  proper  objects. 

9161.  Have  3'ou  not  heard  in  that  part  of  the  country  that  improper  objects 
got  on  through  the  relief  committees  ? — I heard  they  got  on. 

9162.  Through  the  relief  committees  ? — I do  not  know. 

9]^3-  Through  the  relief  committees? — I have  no  doubt  that  some  got  on 
by  the  relief  committees  ; they  were  not  infallible  ; there  were  some  members 
of  them  who  were  not  very  respectable. 

9^64.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Was  any  complaint  made  direct  to  the  officers  of 
ie  Board  of  Works,  that  those  persons  were  put  on  by  the  inferior  officers,  that 
you  are  aware  of  ? — I am  not  aware  there  was  any  complaint  made  to  Captain 
ynne,  but  I have  often  had  conversations  with  Captain  Gordon  about  it,  who 
was  more  in  our  district,  that  I considered  persons  were  improperly  put  on  by 
he  stewards  and  check-clerks,  and  that  they  were  put  on  in  a greater  number 

0 instances  through  those  persons  than  by  the  relief  committees. 

91 05.  Did  you  mention  it  to  any  other  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — 

1 do  not  recollect  I ever  did. 

d ^ am  ^es*re^  ask  you  what  time  you  mentioned  it  to  Captain  Gor- 
on  r When  he  was  in  Ennistimon ; I do  not  know  on  what  occasion ; he  was 
hot  long  in  that  district. 

91 67.  About  what  time?— I do  not  recollect,  I often  had  conversations  with 
him  about  it 

9168.  Was  it  lately  you  made  the  observation  to  Captain  Gordon I cannot 
say  at  what  time. 

0,105-  3 q 2 9169.  Did 
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Dr.  J.  Shannon.  9169.  Did  you  point  out  any  particular  case  or  cases  to  Captain  Gordon? 

I do  not  recollect  that  I did. 

11  June  i8a*.  9170.  Did  you  call  Captain  Gordon’s  attention  officially  to  it? — Ido  not 

know  that  I liad  any  official  communication  with  him,  for  it  was  merely  con- 
versation. I think,  from  the  commencement,  I always  stated  when  it  was 
necessary  that  I considered  that  was  the  case,  and  I think  he  admitted  it ; that 
he  knew  there  was  something  going  on  in  that  way,  and  was  sure  they  could 
do  it,  and  they  probably  did  do  it. 

9171.  Did  you  communicate  that  circumstance  to  Captain  Gordon  in  a 
manner  that  you  would  consider  he  was  called  upon  to  investigate  the  case  ? 
— No,  I did  not  mention  anything  particularly.  I could  not  think  he  was  called 
upon  to  investigate,  when  I did  not  mention  particular  instances ; it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  do  so. 

9172.  Would  it  be  impossible  for  Captain  Gordon  to  have  entered  into  an 
investigation? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  easy  for  him;  most  difficult,  I 
think. 

9173.  You  mentioned  the  circumstances  as  a common  report  and  rumour  in 
the  neighbourhood  ? — Exactly  so. 

9174.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  ever  refuse  to  sign  a list 
because  it  was  improperly  made  out,  to  your  knowledge? — Not  to  my  know- 
ledge ; but  he  often  signed  them  conditionally ; for  instance,  he  used  some- 
times to  come  there  on  committee-day,  and  say,  ‘c  I have  not  time  to  stop  ; I 
want  to  go  to  Liscannor  or  Ennis ; but  I will  sign  whatever  document  you  draw 
up  in  the  evening ; ” and  when  he  came  back  he  signed  them  conditionally, 
stating  he  was  not  present  when  they  were  drawn  up. 

9175.  You  are  not  aware  he  refused  to  sign  them  because  they  were  impro- 
perly made  out  ? — I do  not  recollect  that. 

9176.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  there  were  any  comfortable  persons 
on  the  list  of  the  committee  who  ought  not  to  be,  under  section  19,  for  the 
instruction  of  committees  ? — I do  not  know  what  that  alludes  to. 

9177.  Were  there  any  comfortable  people  put  on  the  lists  who  ought  not  to 
have  been  there  under  the  individual  section  19  of  the  committees’  instructions : 
“ A book  for  the  registry  of  applicants  for  employment  will  be  supplied  to  each 
committee.  As  the  applications  are  received,  inquiry  should  be  made  to  ascer- 
tain the  real  condition  of  every  applicant,  and  none  should  be  registered  but 
such  as  shall  appear  to  be  in  actual  necessity  of  relief,  having  no  other  resource 
or  means  of  acquiring  subsistence  than  employment  on  public  works are  you 
aware  that  any  persons  were  put  on  who  should  not  have  been  put  on  accord- 
ing to  that  instruction  ? — I think  there  were  some  persons  on  the  lists  that 
ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  if  that  section  were  particularly  attended  to,  but 
whether  by  the  committee  or  by  whom  I do  not  know. 

9178.  Were  you  acquainted  with  that  section? — I do  not  recollect  that  I 
knew  anything  about  it ; I dare  say  the  instructions  were  there,  but  I had  not 
time  to  attend  to  them ; I did  not  attend  to  my  duties  as  a committee  man, 
I dare  say,  as  well  as  I ought  to  have  done. 

9179.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that  Captain  Wynne  sent  several  letters  to 
the  committee  of  which  you  are  a member,  calling  your  attention  to  the  irre- 
gularities that  existed  in  making  out  the  lists,  and  requesting  that  they  might 
be  sent  in  more  correct  forms  ?— I am  not  aware. 

91 80.  Do  you  know  that  the  committee  received  from  him,  either  through 
their  secretary  or  chairman,  as  many  as  six  or  seven  letters  regarding  the  modes 
of  making  out  the  lists  ? — No,  I am  not  aware. 

9181.  Were  any  of  his  letters  ever  commmunicated  to  you? — I do  not 
recollect. 

9182.  Do  you  remember  a letter,  of  the  6th  November  1846,  being  written 
to  the  relief  committee  in  these  terms : “ Sir, — As  great  inconvenience,  and,  in 
some  cases,  serious  breaches  of  the  peace  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  relief 
committees  placing  a greater  number  of  names  on  the  list  than  the  local  engi- 
neer is  enabled  to  put  on  the  work,  it  would  be  extremely  desirable  that  in 
future  your  lists  should  be  limited  to  the  numbers  that  that  officer  shall  state 
his  ability  to  employ,  and  that  your  signature  should  in  every  case  be  affixed 
thereto  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  it ; I may  not  have  been  at  the  meeting 
when  those  letters  were  read. 

9183.  Do 
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qi  83.  Do  you  remember  such  a letter  as  this  being  read? — . 

Sir,  Ennis,  8 December  1846. 

Be  so  good  as  to  impress  upon  the  committee  the  necessity  of  sending  in  the  revised 
lists  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  at  furthest  on  or  before  the  15th  instant,  to 
enable  me  to  issue  tickets  thereon  ; as  after  the  1st  of  January  no  man  will  be  employed 
who  does  not  produce  a ticket. 

I am.  Sec. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne, 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief  inspecting  Officer. 

Committee. 

They  might,  have  been  read,  but  I do  not  recollect  them. 

91  84.  Did  you  never  hear  any  of  those  letters  read  ? — I do  not  recollect  that 
I did. 

91 85.  Do  you  never  remember  their  being  read,  or  discussed,  or  attended 
to  ? — No. 

9186.  Do  you  know  whether  any  lists  were  ever  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  from 
your  committee? — I think  there  were  lists  just  as  he  was  about  leaving  the 
county,  but  those  were  supplementary  lists. 

9187.  Had  no  original  lists  ever  been  sent? — No;  the  original  lists  were, 
sanctioned  by  Lieutenant  Baillie. 

91 88.  Did  you  attend  to  the  business  of  the  committee  at  all,  or  did  you 
merely  go  there  as  a member  without  paying  any  particular  attention  ? — I had 
not  time  to  attend  regularly  to  it ; I used  to  go  whenever  I had  time. 

91 89.  Did  you  put  any  persons  on  the  relief  lists  from  time  to  time  ? — I put 
on  a few,  I think. 

9190.  Did  you  inquire  into  their  circumstances  before  you  put  them  on? — 
Certainly ; I never  put  on  any  person  I did  not  find  in  the  most  destitute 
state. 

9191.  Did  you  make  out  a separate  list,  or  in  what  way  did  you  bring  them 
before  the  committee  ? — When  they  were  making  out  the  list  I gave  in  those 
names. 

9192*  Did  you  ever  hand  in  names  on  scraps  of  paper,  not  being  on  regular 
lists  ? — That  was  the  way ; I put  them  down,  requesting  them,  .with  the  par- 
ticulars attached,  to  be  put  on  another  list. 

9193.  To  whom  did  you  hand  those  scraps  of  paper? — I forget;  if  there 
was  a committee  I gave  them  in. 

9 1 94-  Did  you  give  them  to  the  committee,  or  the  cheek-clerks  and  stewards  ? 
— To  the  committee ; I never  gave  any  orders  to  any  stewards  or  check-clerks. 

9195*  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  the  practice  of  other  people  to  give  such 
scraps  of  payer  to  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  ? — I understand  it  was  in 
other  districts,  not  in  ours. 

9196.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  or  not? — I heard  Captain  Gordon  speak 
of  Killilagh. 

91 97-  Do  you  know  anything  except  what  you  have  heard  from  Captain 
Gordon  ? — 'Nothing  more. 

9198.  Do  you  know  whether,  when  you  handed  in  such  names,  they  were  put 
on  the  lists  without  any  examination  into  their  circumstances  ? — I know  they 
were ; my  word  was  taken. 

9!99-  Did  they  ask  whether  you  knew  them,  or  merely  take  your  handing 
them  in  as  proof  that  they  were  destitute  ? — Yes. 

9200.  Do  you  not  know  that  several  members  sent  in  scraps  of  that  sort, 
containing  the  names  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  that ; they  might  have  done  so. 

9201-  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  they  did  ? — I do  not  know ; I have  no 
reason  to  suppose  they  did. 

920J2.  Mr,  Bellew^  Were  you  yourself  aware  in  all  those  cases  you  sent  in 
of  their  destitution  ? — I was. 

-92o3-  Mr.  W . Williams.~\  Do  you  think  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  chairman 
0 the  Ennistimon  relief  committee,  to  have  investigated  every  improper  case 
Pu  upon  the  list  ? — I think  he  might  have  done  so,  but  it  would  have  been  a 
Vei7  difficult  thing  to  do. 

9204.  Mr.  S.  Crawford. ] Was  there  greater  mortality  than  usual  in  your 
S ro1Ct.  amonS‘  the  people  ? — There  was  indeed. 

9205.  Are  you  aware  whether  many  deaths,  or  any  deaths,  occurred  to  your 

0,l05--  3 Q3  knowledge. 
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knowledge,  from  cold  and  want  of  food  ? — There  were  a great  number  of  deaths 
I am  sure,  from  want  of  food. 

9206.  Did  those  deaths  occur  among  people  who  were  not  upon  the  relief 
lists,  to  your  knowledge  ? — I do  not  know  particularly  with  respect  to  that 

9207.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Sheehan,  the  parish 
priest  ? — I think  I do. 

9208.  A piece  of  paper  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Gamble,  I will  put  into  your 
hands,  and  ask  you  to  read  what  is  at  the  top  ? — “ A list  of  Ballyenluen  tenants 
of  the  parish  of  Clouney.” 

9209.  Does  a list  of  names  follow  ? — Yes. 

9210.  Will  you  read  a memorandum  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  names r— 
“ Those  men  have  a right  to  work  on  the  Kilmore  line  running  into  Clouney. 
John  Sheehan.''' 

9211.  Is  that  the  handwriting  of  the  parish  priest  r — Yes,  I think  it  is. 

9212.  Is  that  work  mentioned  within  the  Ennistimon  district? — It  seems 
not,  for  it  says  only  “ running  into  Clouney.” 

9213.  Is  Mr.  Sheehan  on  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee? — That  parish, 
was  in  the  Ennistimon  relief  district ; he  was  on  the  relief  committee. 

9214.  How  many  names  appear  above  that  writing  of  Mr.  Sheehan-— 
Thirty-three  names ; many  of  them  are  crossed  out. 

0215.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  many  papers  similar  to  that,  and  signed  by 
some  member  of  the  relief  committee,  were  sent  to  the  stewards  or  pay-clerks 
on  the  works  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  were  in  our  district. 

Samuel  Gamble , Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

9216.  Chairman.]  FROM  whom  did  you  receive  that  paper,  which  I have 
just  put  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  Shannon  ? — Moloy,  the  overseer. 

Dr.  James  Shannon,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

9217.  Mr.  S.  Crawford. ] DID  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  relief  district 
give  any  subscriptions  from  the  31st  of  October  1840  to  the  1st  March  1847? 
— No,  I think  not,  with  the  exception  of  5 1. ; that  was  all  we  got  from  any 
landed  proprietor. 

9218.  Who  gave  that?— A Mr.  Edward  Armstong,  who  did  not  subscribe 
the  year  before. 

9219.  Was  there  any  food  brought  into  the  country  by  the  committee  r— 
There  was  not,  until  latterly. 

9220.  Not  at  that  time  ? — I think  they  commenced  previous  to  March,  as 
well  as  I recollect. 

9221 . Was  any  brought  in  previous  to  the  new  measures  being  brought  into 
operation  ? — No,  I think  not. 

9222.  Were  any  exertions  made  by  the  landed  gentry  in  that  district  to 
relieve  the  distress,  except  through  the  public  works  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any 
in  my  distinct. 

9223.  Chairman.]  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  the  lists  sent  in  to  the  officers  0 
the  Board  of  Works  by  your  committee? — Yes,  I have. 

9224.  Had  they  any  column  for  filling  in  the  number  of  acres  and  cattle. 
— The  last  lists  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  had  a column  to  that  effect. 

9225.  Did  you  ever  fill  them  up  ? — As  well  as  I recollect  they  were  filled  up; 
I am  not  quite  sure  of  that. 

9226.  In  your  opinion,  did  the  committee  at  Ennistimon  co-operate  with  t e 
Board  of  Works,  and  give  them  the  assistance  they  had  a right  to  expect  iin 
them  ? I think  we  did  all  we  could.  I know  we  were  not  a very  e™-(lie, 
committee ; we  were  all  men  of  business,  and  had  something  else  to  atten  o- 
We  had  no  persons  who  could  give  up  their  entire  time  to  it;  some  were  pro- 
fessional men  and  men  of  business,  who  had  other  things  to  attend  to.  . 

9227.  Did  that  throw  the  business  of  the  committee  frequently  into it • 

hands  of  persons  not  so  competent  to  manage  the  work  ?— I do  not  thiffit 
were  very  efficient.  I cannot  say  we  were.  „ j 

9228.  Did  you  attempt,  as  far  as  you  could,  to  assist  the  officers  of  the  Bo 
of  Works  ? — I think  so. 

9229.  Did  your  committee  do  that  generally? — I think  so.  ^ 
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9230.  Was  Mr.  Sheehan  a member  of  your  committee  ?— He  was 
did  not  act,  except  in  the  commencement. 

9231.  Is  this  letter  which  I put  into  your  hands,  dated  October 
Mr.  Sheehan’s  handwriting  ? — Yes,  I think  so. 


; but  he 
18th,  in 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

9232.  Chairman.]  FROM  whom  did  you  receive  the  letter  which  X have  iust 
handed  to  Dr.  Shannon  r— I received  it  through  the  post-office,  directed  to  me, 
and  it  is  signed  by  Mr.  Sheehan,  and  I believe  it  to  be  in  his  handwriting. 

[The  following  Letter  teas  put  in,  and  read:] 

Dear  sir,  Ennistimon,  IS  October  1846. 

Tan  order  for  600  men  to  be  employed  on  the  public  works  in  these  parishes  is  by  no 
means  sufficient  to  meet  the  present  call  for  employment  it  should  be  at  least  1,000  men 
at  the  very  onset  We  have  ill  those  parishes,  Kilmanalian  and  Clouny,  an  immense  popu- 
lation almost  all  labourers  ; all  paupers,  without  any  means  of  support  at  the  present  dis- 
tressful period  but  what  they  expect  from  then-  day's  hire.  The  cottier  tenantry,  like  the 
poor  labourer,  have  no  resource  now  but  the  public  works.  The  landlords  are  leaving  them 
to  their  fate,  and  whatever  employment  they  can  get  under  the  Relief  Act,  to  set  their 
tenantry  to  work  m improving;  their  lands.  There  is  no  move  at  all  in  that  direction,  at 
hast  in  this  district,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  agricultural  population  (and  there  are  none 
else)  are  thrown  on  the  public  works.  In  this  electoral  division,  by  far  the  most  populous 
m the  whole  union,  there  is  not  at  the  present  a resident  proprietor,  nor  one  to  gin  a day's 
work  to  a single  labourer.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a day’s  hire  to  be  expected  from  a 
landlord.  This  statement  cannot  be  contradicted ; and  I wish  to  impress  on  you  this  view 
ot  the  case,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance,  to  show  tile  necessity  of  more 
extensive  employment,  as  far  as  this  locality  is  concerned. 

Clouny  is  badly  off;  it  is  a very  large  parish  ; there  are  no  new  works  at  all  opened  in 
it  yet ; 512  L,  remaining-  to  be  spent  on  the  old  lines,  is  nothing,  and  222  men  only  to  be 
employed  on  the  suspended  work ; that  could  not  suffice  at  all  by  way  of  relief.  There  are 
parts  of  the  parish  three  miles  away  from  the  nearest  work.  Let  some  works  be  opened  in 
the  nearest  part  of  Clouny ; they  have  got  nothing.  Works  were  got  for  them  at  the 
sessions  here ; are  they  approved  of? 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Sheehan , p.p. 


Dr.  James  Shannon , called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

9233.  Chairman .]  THE  whole  of  the  people  to  whom  Mr.  Sheehan  alludes 
are  m the  Ennistimon  district  ? — Yes. 

9234-  Does  liis  statement  contain  a true  representation  of  the  condition  of 
the  people  there? — I think  it  does. 

were^"  ^ei*e  sma^er  farmers  rapidly  approaching  to  destitution  ? — They 

9236.  Did  that  circumstance,  and  the  other  facts  mentioned  by  him,  render 
ne  pressure  upon  your  relief  committee  very  great? — Very  great. 

9237-  Was  it  very  difficult  for  you  to  draw  the  line,  and  to  distinguish  the 
estitute  labourer  and  the  poor  cottier  tenant? — Why,  I think  the  cottier 
enant  was  as  badly 'off  as  the  labourer,  in  many  instances. 

^r*  ^homely."]  Do  you  recollect  any  application  from  Captain  Wynne, 
11  e 31st  October,  to  your  relief  committee,  for  lists  of  persons  to  be  put 
“ public  works  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  it. 
waR2^’  r^n  70U  Probably  cannot  say  how  long  it  was  before  Captain  Wynne 
nf  Q1S'?Jvle  i ^ith  any  list  from  the  committee,  subsequent  to  his  application 
1st  October  r— I do  not  know  that  he  applied  at  all. 

9240;  .*  BeUeiD.-]  What  is  the  extent  of  your  dispensary  district  ? — It  is 

Tery  extensive. 

tirmf -Does  it  include  the  district  of  any  relief  committee  besides  Ennis- 
Lnnistimon  ^CJU.^S  bascannor,  a portion  of  Killilagh,  and  the  whole  of  the 

tricts^f  ^r-ir^at  description  given  in  Mr.  Sheehan’s  letter  apply  to  the  dis- 
p-pvtxxv.  ?i  Aillilagh  and  Liscannor,  as  well  as  Ennistimon  ? — I think  so, 
° ’ but  I think  Ennistimon  is  the  worst  off. 

°-105-  3 <1 4 • 9243-  Are 


Dr.  J.  Shannon. 


11  June  3847, 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 


Dr.  J.  Shannon. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


488  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Dr.  J.  Shannon,  9243.  Are  the  proprietors  all  absentees  ? — They  are,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few. 

31  June  1847.  9244.  Where  are  the  agents  ? — The  agents  are  not  residing  in  it  either. 

9245.  Where  do  they  live  ?— Not  in  the  district ; the  agent  to  a large  pro- 
perty is  living  in  Ennis ; Mr.  John  Stackpoole  O’Brien. 

9246.  Do  they  attend  the  relief  committees  ?— No. 

9247.  Do  you  not  consider  it  was  their  duty  to  do  so  ?— I think  they  ought 
to  have  exerted  themselves. 

9248.  You  think  there  was  great  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  absentees  and 
their  agents  in  not  attending  the  relief  committees  ? — I can  only  say  the  relief 
committees  were  not  well  attended ; we  had  not  the  landed  proprietors  to 
attend  them,  nor  their  representatives. 

9249.  There  was  no  one  found  to  attend  ? — No  one,  excepting  the  clergymen 
or  medical  men,  and  men  of  business. 

9250.  So  far  as  the  landed  proprietors  were  concerned,  they  and  their 
agents  seem  both  to  have  grossly  neglected  their  duty  in  that  respect?— I 
cannot  form  an  opinion. 

9251 . Is  it  not  the  fact  ? — They  did  not  attend. 

9252.  Did  they  do  anything;  did  they  give  employment? — No,  they  did 
not. 

9253.  Did  they  get  any  rents,  to  your  knowledge? — They  got  some,  but  I 
think  not  much. 

9254.  Did  they  get  some  from  persons  employed  on  works? — I am  not 
aware  of  that. 

9255.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  case? — No. 

9256.  Chairman.]  How  many  members  were  there  on  the  Ennistimon  relief 
committee  ? — I forget  how  many  there  were  ; there  were  a great  many  latterly 
on  it. 

9257.  How  many  were  entitled  to  attend  at  the  time  we  are  speaking  of  ? 
— There  were  a very  few  indeed.  I was  not  entitled  to  be  there  myself  as  an 
ex  officio  member. 

9258.  Were  you  not  an  ex  officio  member  ? — No. 

9259.  What  right  had  you  to  be  there  ? — I was  put  on  through  the  lieutenant 
of  the  county. 

9260.  How  many  were  upon  it  ?— There  were  only,  I think,  six  or  seven  mem- 
bers in  the  commencement,  and  they  got  seven  or  eight-more.  There  were  18 
in  all,  or  about  that  number ; I cannot  say  exactly. 

926 1 . Do  you  know  the  poor-law  valuation  ? — I know  something  about  it. 

9262.  Do  you  know  the  registry  of  freeholders  ? — Yes. 

9263.  The  one  made  in  1846? — I know  something  about  it. 

9264.  Can  you  state  whether  it  is  very  incorrect  as  regards  the  value  of  pro- 
perty and  the  names  of  persons  rated  ? — I know  it  is. 

9265.  To  such  an  extent  as  to  mislead  any  person  not  making  local  inquiries  ? 
—I  think  so. 

9266.  Can  you  state  whether  the  valuation  to  the  poor-law  of  freeholders  is 
any  test  of  the  value  of  the  property  or  the  person  occupying  the  land  1—1 
think,  generally  speaking,  it  is  not. 

9267.  Mr.  S.  Crawford .]  Why  did  you  say  the  poor-law  valuation  is  incor- 
rect as  to  the  value  of  property  ? — I do  not  think  I stated  that. 

9268.  Is  it  incorrect  as  to  the  value  of  property? — At  present  the  value  of 
property  is  not  so  great  as  it  was  two  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  the  potatoe. 

9269.  You  stated  it  was  incorrect,  as  I understood  you,  because  it  wa& 
made  some  time  back? — Exactly. 

9270.  And  that  the  value  of  property  has  changed  .since  ? — That  is  what 
mean. 

9271.  Has  there  been  any  late  revision  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 

valuation  ? In  our  district,  never  since  the  first  valuation.  t , 

9272.  The  Board  of  Guardians  neglected  to  make  that  revision  which  ought 
to  have  been  made,  in  your  opinion  ?— They  appointed  a revising  valuer,  ana 
he  attempted  to  do  it,  but  not  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  so 
they  got  rid  of  him,  and  did  not  act  upon  his  revision. 

9273.  Have  there  been  any  appeals  made  against  the  valuation  at  the  quarte 

sessions  i I do  not  think  there  have ; I am  not  aware  of  any.  ,r  „ 

9274-  *oa 
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q-274.  You  are  not  aware  whether  the  valuation  has  been  tried  in  any  case 
before  the  assistant  barrister  t — No,  I have  not  heard  of  it. 

927,5*  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Do  you  know  any  case  in  which  the  valuation  exceeded 
the  letting  value?— Yes,  I think  it  is  frequently  the  case.  I think  it  is  the  case 
in  my  district. 

9276.  Do  you  know  any  case.'  I do  not  know  any  case  in  particular  in  the 
district. 

9277.  Do  you  know  any  case  : — In  our  own  district  I do  not. 

9278.  Do  you  know  any  case  anywhere  else?— I have  some  tenants  myself, 
and  I know  something  about  them ; but  they  are  not  in  the  same  union  at  all  • 
so  well  as  I can  recollect,  the  valuation  is  not  so  high  as  the  letting. 

9279.  What  I asked  you  was,  do  you  know  any  case  in  which  the  valuation  of 
the  poor  law  is  higher  than  the  letting  value  ?— There  are  many  cases,  I am 
sure,  but  I*  do  not  know  of  any  particular  case. 

92 So.  What  is  the  amount  of  subscription  to  your  dispensary  for  so  large  a 
district  ?— I am  not  quite  sure ; I think  it  does  not  exceed  much  more  than 
40 1.  or  50 1.  a year. 

9281 . What  is  the  number  of  miles  comprised  in  it  ?— An  area  of  six  or  seven. 

9282.  The  district  round  is  six  or  seven  miles  ? — Yes. 

9283.  Is  there  any  other  institution,  or  any  other  means  taken  by  the  pro- 
prietors for  the  benefit  of  the  destitute  people  in  any  shape  or  way  ?•— No. 

9284.  They  do  not  employ  labour  ? — There  are  no  landed  proprietors  in  the 
relief  district  in  which  I live,  residing  there. 

9285.  Mr.  S'.  Crawford.]  Are  you  not  aware  that  according  to  law  the 
proportion  of  the  rate  which  the  landlord  and  tenant  will  ultimately  pay 
depends  upon  the  proportion  which  the  valuation  bears  to  the  rent  ?— Yes, 

I am. 

9286.  If  the  valuation  were  lower  than  the  rent,  the  result  would  be  that 
the  landlord  would  pay  a greater  proportion  of  the  rate  than  half? — Yes. 

9287.  How  do  you  account  for  this : that  if  the  landlords  considered  the 
valuation  too  low,  they  did  not  appeal  against  the  valuation,  as  laying  upon 
them  a greater  proportion  of  the  rate  than  they  ought  to  pay  ? — I do  not 
exactly  understand. 

9288.  You  stated  the  valuation  was  incorrect  ?— I say  the  valuation,  as  made 
in  our  district,  was  not  a correct  test  to  go  by  in  the  present  instance  with 
respect  to  property,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

92S9.  If  it  is  not  correct,  does  it  not  affect  injuriously  the  proportion  of  the 
rate  payable  by  the  landlord  and  tenant? — I think  it  does. 

9290.  Then  why  is  there  not  an  appeal  against  that  on  the  part  of  the  land- 
lord or  tenant  to  the  quarter  sessions  ? — I do  not  know. 

9291.  Chairman.']  Have  you  had  opportunities  of  judging  of  Mr.  O’Brien's 
conduct  as^  a magistrate  and  as  a landed  proprietor  in  the  neighbourhood  where 
be  resides  ?■ — Yes,  I have  had  frequent  opportunity. 

9292.  And  also  as  chairman  of  the  poor-law  union? — Yes. 

9 2 93;  Do  you  know  what  opinion  is  entertained  of  his  conduct  in  those 
capacities  by  all  his  neighbours  ? — I think  he  is  very  much  respected,  and  con- 
sidered a very  excellent  landlord,  and  a man  who  gives  a great  deal  of  employ- 
ment. 

9294-  Is  he  respected  both  by  the  rich  and  poor  ? — I think  he  is. 

9295*  Do  you  know  Major  IVlacnamara  also? — I do. 
much  *S  n0t  VCr^  mucn  beloved  and  respected  also  by  everybody? — Very 

9297-  Kind  to  his  tenants? — Yes. 

9298*  Hospitable  to  his  neighbours  ? — Yes. 

9299.  Good  friends  with  everybody? — Yes. 

93°o.  And  very  much  respected  both  by  rich  and  poor  ? — Yes. 

_9301-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Who  are  the  largest  landed  proprietors  in  your  district? 
i do  not  know  exactly,  there  is  such  a number  of  them. 

9302..  Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  two  or  three  of  the  largest  ? — The 
argest  is  Captain  Macnamara,  because  the  property  is  not  divided  as  yet 
e ween  him  and  some  other  proprietors ; he  is  not  resident  there. 

. 9303*  Colonel  Wyndham? — I do  not  think  he  has  much  in  that  district;  I 
ink  Lord  Cunningham  has  a good  deal  in  that  district,  and  a Mr.  Blood  has 

property  m that  district. 

°-10*  3 R 9304.  Chairman .] 


Dr.  J.  Shannon. 


11  June  1847, 
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Dr.  J.  Shannon. 


11  June  1847. 


J.  O’Brien,  Esq. 
M.P. 


9304.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  Mr.  John  Stackpoole  O’Brien  ? — Yes. 

9305.  We  understand  he  is  a land  agent? — Yes. 

9306.  Was  it  possible  for  a person  so  situated,  or  for  other  land  agents  havino- 
to  attend  at  places  at  a distance,  and  being  a member  of  the  committee  at  Ennis’ 
to  attend  to  any  duties  at  Ennistimon  ? — I do  not  think  it  would  be  easy  for  him’ 
certainly. 

9307.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Do  you  know  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  r — I do. 

9308.  When  did  you  see  him  last  ? — A few  days  before  I left  home. 

9309.  Is  he  quite  well  ? — Quite  well. 

93 1 0.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  his  being  here  ? — Not  that  I am  aware 
of ; blit  he  was  not  summoned,  I heard. 


John  O'Brien , Esq.,  a Member  of  The  House ; Examined. 

9311.  Chairman.']  I believe  you  are  the  Member  for  Limerick  ? — I am. 

9312.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon,  at  the  extraordinary  present- 
ment sessions,  on  Friday,  4th  December  ? — I was  at  a meeting  on  that  day. 

9313.  Have  you  read  the  letter  of  December  5th,  written  by  Captain  Wynne  ? 
— Yes. 

9314.  Have  you  any  observations  to  make  ? — As  reference  is  made  to  me  in 
the  letter,  I think  it  my  duty  to  state  here  what  I have  already  stated  some 
months  back  in  my  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  neither  the  conduct 
nor  the  observations  of  the  Members  for  the  county,  in  my  apprehension,  at  all 
warranted  the  very  strong  charge  therein  contained  against  them. 

9315-  What  part  of  the  charge  do  you  allude  to  ? — I allude  to  the  charge  of 
encouraging  the  people  to  assassination  ; the  letter  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
written  under  very  strong  and  uncalled-for  excitement.  I am  represented  as 
having  given  protection  to  the  officers  of  the  Board.  I do  not  hold  that  I am 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  having  done  so,  for  in  my  apprehension  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it ; by  the  word  “ protection,”  and  in  conjunction  with  the  con- 
text of  the  letter,  I understand  the  probability  of  personal  danger.  Now,  the 
possibility  of  such  a contingency  never  occurred  to  me  at  the  time,  nor  did  the 
circumstances  that  took  place  there  warrant  it.  It  is  true  that  on  perhaps  one 
or  two  occasions  I did  interpose  to  prevent  some  impertinence,  and  a want 
of  due  respect  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  among  some  of  the  humbler  classes; 
but  I distinctly  state  that  nothing  occurred  which  could  suggest  to  me  the  pos- 
sibility of  personal  violence  towards  any  of  these  gentlemen. 

9316.  Are  you  aware  that  Captain  Wynne  has  already  stated  to  us  that  it 
was  not  his  intention,  by  that  expression,  to  say  that  the  Members  were  there 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  them  up  to  assassination  ? — Yes. 

93 1 7 ■ But  that  he  thought  that  the  course  of  observations  which  was  adopted 
by  the  Members  for  Clare,  in  the  presence  of  so  many  people,  might  have  a 
tendency,  in  the  excited  state  of  the  people  in  that  district,  to  cause  personal 
violence ; do  you  believe  that  anything  occurred  at  that  meeting,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  O’Brien,  which  could  have  that  tendency? — Not  in  my  apprehension; 
nothing  that  occurred  in  my  view  was  at  all  calculated  to  excite  the  people  to 
personal  violence. 

9318.  Nor  on  the  part  of  Major  Macnamara? — No. 

9319.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  advance  arguments  in  favour  of  his  opinions?— He 
did. 

9320.  Did  he  do  it  so  loud  as  to  be  heard  by  the  people  in  the  body  of  the 
court  ? — He  did. 

_ 9321-  In  your  opinion,  were  his  arguments  advanced  fairly  and  properly  1— 
Y es,  and  with  a certain  degree  of  warmth  and  earnestness,  but  not  more  than 
is  natural  upon  such  an  occasion. 

0322.  Were  not  the  people  of  the  labouring  classes  and  the  poor  classes 
before  that  time  rather  in  opposition  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  from 
the  feeling  that  they  did  not  get  work  which  they  ought  to  have?— They  were 
much  dissatisfied. 

9323.  Was  there  not  a feeling  on  the  part  of  the  poor  and  destitute  classes 
that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  opposed  to  them,  and  that  the 
Members  for  the  county  and  other  gentlemen  backed  them  up,  as  it  has  been 
called,  or  were  in  their  favour?— I think  there  was,  what  I am  ready  to  admn, 

■ an 
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an  undue  degree  of  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  people  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board. 

9324.  Were  not  the  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at  that  meeting  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  construction  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  put  upon  Mr.  Labou- 
chere’s  letter  ? — Yes. 

9325.  Do  you  not  think  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  the  very  advo- 
cacy of  the  opinions  of  the  people,  in  opposition  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  in  the  presence  of  them,  was  rather  imprudent,  and  likely  to  tend  to 
more  excitement  on  the  part  of  the  people  ?— That  is  rather  difficult  for  me 
to  answer ; if  gentlemen  entertain  strong  opinions  on  certain  important 
subjects,  I do  not  know  why  they  should  be  prevented  from  stating  those 
because  possibly  they  may  excite  the  feelings  of  the  people.  The  injury  arises 
from  the  degree  of  excitement  that  might  have  existed.  I do  not  think  that 
anything  occurred  calculated  to  produce  a dangerous  excitement. 

9326.  As  you  know  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  the  feelings  of 
the  country,  and  as  you  had  the  advantage  of  being  present,  can  you°state 
what  your  impression  is  of  the  observations  and  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  on 
that  occasion,  with  respect  to  any  fear  of  exciting  the  people  ? — I do  not  think 
(as  I have  already  stated)  any  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macna- 
mara  were  calculated  to  produce  any  dangerous  excitement  amon°-  the 
people. 

9327.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General.]  Were  not  those  feelings  so  expressed  by  them 
against  the  feelings  of  the  Government  officers?— Yes ; they  censured  the 
delays  that  took  place,  and  they  appeared  to  me  in  some  degree  to  attribute 
that  delay  to  the  want  of  proper  energy  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
officers. 

9328.  Now,  I ask  you,  do  you  consider  that  was  a justifiable  complaint 
against  the  officers,  so  far  as  you  saw  ?— Why,  it  is  very  hard  for  me  to  answer 
that. 

9329.  In  your  judgment,  was  Captain  Wynne,  at  that  time,  failing  in  his  duty 
as  a public  servant  ? — I cannot  state  that  he  was. 

933°-  Chairman .]  Why  is  it  hard  to  answer  that  question  ? — A great  delay 
occurred  in  giving  employment ; great  destitution  prevailed,  and  the  people 
were  starving  ; from  what  cause  it  arose,  whether  from  unavoidable  delays  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Works,  or  from  the  difficulty  of  carrying  the  compli- 
cated laws  into  execution,  I cannot  say. 

933 1 - Mr.  Solicitor-  General.']  Would  not  the  language  of  gentlemen  in  the 
condition  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  against  the  officers,  be  calculated  to  excite  the  people 
against  the  Government  officers  ? — To  be  sure  it  would  be  calculated  to  excite 
them ; but  really  the  people  were  already  under  the  strongest  impressions  them- 
selves, and  required  no  incentive  whatever. 

9332.  If  at  that  time  they  were  under  the  strongest  impressions,  and 
required  no  incentive,  surely  any  incentive  would  incite  them  the  more? — 
Certainly ; no  doubt  of  it. 

. 9333-  Do  you  reckon  it  was  prudent  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  in  the  condi- 
tion^ of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  before  a .iowded  court,  to  give  utterance  to 
expression5  which  were  strong  against  the  Government  officers?— I think  that 

r'  0 Brien  in  his  position,  considering  the  strong  excitement  that  prevailed 
among  the  people,  from  employment  being  withheld,  and  from  the  state  of 
m6S  t #;0n  were  iQ,  Lad  a duty  to  perform  in  stimulating  the  Govern- 
an!l  ky  any  means  in  his  power  to  secure  employment  to  the  people  ; 

1 think  even  the  tranquillity  of  the  district  was  more  consulted  by  the 
P opte  perceiving  that  the  gentlemen  sympathized  with  their  sufferings,  than 

tuey  had  remained  perfectly  indifferent. 

9334-  Instead  of  stimulating  the  Government  officers,  were  there  not  positive 
tion  reJ1C,^S  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  Government  officers,  as  to  the  execu- 
0’t>  ? “e  duty  by  the  officers,  who  were  prepared  to  do  one  thing,  and  Mr. 
>.ci„nejn  thought  they  ought  to  do  something  else  ? — There  was  a difference  as 
respects  the  tillage  of  land. 

not  Mr.  O’Brien  withstand  the  views  of  the  Government  officers  ? 

Under  ^°^Vn  the  temper  of  the  times,  the  people  being  so  excited  and 
0 3 tllose  impressions,  was  it  a prudent  thing  (I  ask  you  as  a person 
°^‘  3 r 2 acquainted. 
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acquainted  with  your  own  country)  for  a person  in  Mr.  O’Brien's  position  to 
stimulate  the  people  against  the  officers  ? — Why,  if  the  expressing  of  an  opinion 
upon  a certain  important  subject,  because  it  happened  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  people’s  opinion,  is  called  stimulating-  the  people,  I do  not  see  that  he 
was  censurable  in  maintaining  his  opinion. 

9337.  I do  not  speak  generally,  but  in  the  particular  temper  of  the  times, 
and  the  excitement  that  prevailed,  do  you  consider  it  a prudent  tiling  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  a gentleman  of  station  and  property,  and  looked'up  to  in 
the  county,  to  stimulate  the  people’s  feelings  against  the  Government  officers? 
— If  his  views  concurred  with  the  views  entertained  by  the  people,  I think 
he  was  still  justified  in  expressing  them  ; and  I do.  not  think  anything  was  to 
be  apprehended,  notwithstanding  the  state  of  excitement  that  prevailed,  of  a 
dangerous  character,  from  the  course  he  took  upon  that  occasion. 

9338.  The  court-house  we  have  understood  was  full  of  people  ? — Yes. 

9339.  How  did  they  show  the.  excitement  they  felt  at  the  time  ? — There  was 
applause  and  disapprobation. 

9340.  Was  that  applause  manifested  at  what  went  on  upon  the  bench?— 
Yes,  it  was  an  open  court. 

9341.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  address  any  observations  to  the  people? — Yes,  we  all 
addressed  the  court  generally. 

034  2.  What  sort  of  persons  was  the  body  of  the  court  composed  of  r— The 
humbler  classes  ; the  peasantry  of  the  country. 

9343.  Were  you  not  there  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  Government  officers 
upon  a subject  of  mere  business  ? — Yes,  upon  a subject  of  public  interest. 

9344.  Did  you  consider  it  was  for  the  public  interest  and  for  the  proper  con- 
duct of  that  business,  in  the  excited  time  of  that  court,  to  address  your  obser- 
vations to  the  body  of  it? — I think  that  it  may  have  been  perhaps  more 
desirable  had  our  meeting  been  not  of  a popular  character ; but  as  the  meeting 
was  held  and  was  popular,  I think  Mr.  O’Brien  was  justified  in  the  remarks  he 
made  upon  certain  important  convictions  in  his  mind. 

9345.  You  did  us  the  favour  to  inform  us,  that  you  did  what  I have  no  doubt 
you  would  do,  interfere  to  prevent  the  impertinence  of  some  towards  the 
Government  officers ; will  you  allow  me  to  ask  what  was  the  nature  of  that 
impertinence  ? — I do  not  exactly  remember  what  was  said,  but  the  manner  was 
offensive  and  impertinent. 

9346.  What  was  the  manner,  and  who  was  it  expressed  any  impertinence  ? — 
As  well  as  I recollect  it  was  a person  of  the  name  of  Slattery. 

9347.  Was  he  in  the  body  of  the  court? — He  was. 

9348.  I think  you  said  some  impertinence  ? — Some  impertinence ; I referred 
to  that  person. 

9349.  To  one  individual  only  ? — To  one  individual  only ; at  least  that  was 
the  only  instance  in  which  I felt  myself  called  upon  to  interfere. 

9350.  May  I ask  how  many  persons  you  suppose  were  in  the  body  of  the 
court? — I dare  say  400,  or  500,  or  600. 

9351.  How  long  might  the  state  of  excitement  last?— Two  or  three  hours. . 

9352.  Did  persons  from  the  body  of  the  court  from  time  to  time  leave  it 
and  go  outside  ? — Yes,  I am  certain  they  did. 

9353.  Was  there  a collection  of  persons  outside? — Yes,  the  village  was 
crowded. 

9354.  When  there  was  excitement  manifested,  was  it  by  cheering  ?— Yes, 
there  was  cheering ; ft  Hear,  hear  ! ” and  such  manifestations. 

9355-  When  those  cheers  were  made  in  the  body  of  the  court,  were  there 
not  some  responses  from  without  ? — Not  that  I heard. 

9356.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  excitement  within  the  court  was  conveyed 
to  the  persons  without  ? — I have  no  reason  to  know  that  it  was. 

9357-  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  persons  without  the  court  were  from 
time  to  time  informed  and  were  aware  of  what  was  passing  within  ?— I dare  say 
there  was  that  communication,  that  they  knew  substantially  what  was  going 
forward ; I have  no  reason  to  know  it ; it  is  all  a matter  of  conjecture. 

935 8.  You  say  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  used  a certain  degree  of  warmth.'-" 
• A certain  degree  of  earnestness  of  manner. 

9359*  A certain  degree  of  warmth? — Yes. 

9360.  Does  that  mean  that  he  was  warmer  than  you  approved  of,  under  the 

circumstances  • 
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circumstances? — I saw  nothing  censurable  in  his  warmth;  he  was  very  earnest, 
and  his  feelings  were  involved  in  it. 

9361.  I think  you  give  us  to  understand  that,  upon  consideration,  you  think 
it  would  be  more  prudent  not  to  have  have  held  such  a meeting  in  open  court  ? 
—Yes. 

0362.  Now  thinking  so,  do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  more  pru- 
dent if  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  in  an  open  court  where  you  have  told  us,  in 
your  opinion,  the  meeting  ought  not  to  have  been  held,  had  used  a less  degree 
of  warmth  ? — I think  the  cooler  we  are  upon  these  public  occasions  the  better ; 
I think  it  would  have  been  better  if  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  had  been  perfectly 
calm  and  cool  in  his  demeanor. 

9363.  Did  you  observe,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers,  anything 
which  a gentleman  like  you  would  say  was  an  undue  degree  of  warmth,  or  im- 
proper conduct  ? — No,  certainly  not ; a certain  degree  of  warmth  too. 

9364.  An  undue  degree  of  warmth  ? — Not  censurable  at  all. 

9365.  Did  you  observe  in  them  any  want  of  courtesy  to  you,  or  any  gentle- 
man there  present  ? — Certainly  not, 

9366.  I asked  you,  I think,  personally  of  Captain  Wynne ; was  there  any- 
thing in  Mr.  Gamble’s  conduct  in  the  slightest  degree  disrespectful  to  the 
gentlemen  present  ? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree. 

9367.  Besides  the  persons  who  were  immediately  about  the  court,  and  in  the 
village,  may  I not  ask  you  whether  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennistimon  was  in  a 
disturbed  state  at  that  time  ? — No,  not  disturbed.  When  I say  not  disturbed, 
there  was  great  dissatisfaction  at  the  delay  of  employment,  and  certainly  it  was 
apprehended  that  outrages  might  take  place  if  employment  was  longer  delayed, 
for  the  people  were  in  a state  of  starvation. 

0368.  Is  that  a conclusion  you  have  come  to  since  the  meeting,  or  were  you 
aware  at  the  time  that  such  was  the  state  of  the  country  that  you  might  appre- 
hend it  ? — I think  that  was  apprehended  at  the  time,  that  outrages  would  take 
place  if  the  employment  was  not  undertaken. 

9369.  Might  I ask  you,  acquainted  with  the  country,  in  what  manner  you 
would  expect  those  outrages  to  be  shown  ?— The  general  apprehension  was,  that 
it  might  be  an  attack  upon  cattle ; that  was  the  way  it  was  apprehended  it  might 
take  place. 

9370.  Did  you  apprehend  any  of  the  Government  officers  were  in  jeopardy  of 
their  safety? — No,  I did  not. 

9371.  Are  you  not  of  opinion  the  safety  of  the  Government  officers,  in  any 
■outrages  which  the  people  would  commit,  would  have  been  in  peril  ? — No,  I do 
not  think  they  would  be  exposed  to  any  particular  danger ; it  did  not  occur  to 
me  at  the  time. 

9372.  Are  you  aware  of  any  threatening  notices  that  were  about  at  that 
time  ? — There  was  a threatening  notice  served  upon  Captain  Wynne  subse- 
quently, I think. 

9373.  Are  you  aware  how  soon  subsequently  ? — I forget  the  date  of  the 
meeting,  but  Mr.  O’Brien  presided. 

9374.  Are  you  aware  of  any  but  that? — I have  no  recollection  of  any  other  ; 
Captain  Wynne  produced  it  in  court,  and  there  was  a strong  sentiment  of 
indignation  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  present. 

0375.  That  was  subsequent  to  the  11th? — I think  so;  Captain  Macnamara 
was  there ; he  put  down  his  name  for  50 1-,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  for  20 1.,  and  other 
gentlemen  manifested  the  strongest  indignation  at  the  circumstance. 

93/6.  If  there  had  there  been  outrages  of  the  people,  are  you  of  opinion, 
knowing  the  state  of  the  county  and  what  has  passed  before  and  since,  that  there 
would  have  been  personal  violence  offered  to  the  Government  officers  ' I have 
no  reason  to  suppose  they  would  be  especially  exposed. 

9377-  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Hennesy  ? — Yes ; it  happened  in  my 
neighbourhood. 

9378-  Now,  recalling  that  to  your  attention,  what  do  you  say  now?  That 
arose,  as  I understand,  from  his  very,  perhaps,  strict  and  correct  discharge  of 
his  duties,  and  too  strict  supervision  of  the  people. 

9379-  I am  asking  you  as  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ; supposing  the  people 
were  taught  by  any  persons  in  authority  that  the  Government  officers  were  not 
doing  their  duty,  or  were  discharging  it  too  strictly,  do  you  consider  +hat  in 

0.105.  3*3  that 
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J.  O'Brien,  Esq.  that  way  the  people  might  be  excited  more  than  they  would  otherwise  b 
M*p*  against  the  Government  officers  ? — Yes;  I think  they  might  view  them  TOitii 
' ~ increased  antipathy.  1 

u une  1 47.  9380.  Do  you  consider  if  the  antipathy  were  increased  it  might  not  amount 

in  an  outbreak,  to  acts  of  violence  against  the  persons  of  the  Government 
officers  ? — It  may,  I cannot]  exactly  say ; it  may  have  that  effect,  but  all  I 
have  to  state  is  this,  that  I do  not  think  anything  I heard  there  could  have 
the  effect  of  exciting  the  people  to  such  a course. 

9381.  Can  you  judge  whether  the  excitement  you  have  spoken  of  was  con- 
fined to  any  one  part  of  the  country  rather  than  another  in  West  Clare,  or  was 
it  pretty  prevalent  ?— The  complaints  of  the  absence  of  employment  were 
general,  I think,  throughout  the  county. 

9382.  With  the  complaint  of  the  absence  of  employment,  I suppose  you 
may  say  was  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  minds  of  the  people  upon  that  point  ?— 
Yes,  a very  strong  dissatisfaction. 

9383.  Do  you  consider  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  people  was  at  the  Govern- 
ment officers,  or  the  Board  of  Works,  or  the  Government? — I think  there  was 
a general  dissatisfaction  against  many  parties;  they  sometimes  blamed  the 
gentry  for  being  supine,  in  not  urging  the  works  ; sometimes  they  traced  it  to 
the  Government  officers,  the  Government  itself,  or  the  Board  of  Works.  The 
discontent  was  general. 

9384.  I still  must  ask  you,  supposing  the  gentlemen  were  to  lay  it  at  the 
door  of  the  Board  of  Works,  do  you  not  consider,  in  the  state  of  the  countiy 
at  that  time,  the  people  would  be  very  apt  to  believe  what  the  gentlemen  said  ? 
— Certainly. 

9385.  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  is  a gentleman  of  great  consideration  in  the 
county,  is  he  not? — Yes. 

9386.  And  has  great  power  with  the  people  ?— ' Yes,  considerable  influence. 

9387.  Do  you  not  consider  that  any  opinion  of  his,  addressed  warmly,  in 
the  presence  of  the  Government  officers,  to  the  people  in  the  court-house, 
would  convey,  not  only  to  them,  but  through  them  to  the  rest  of  the  district, 
a very  strong  impression  against  the  Government  officers  ?— I have  no  doubt  it 
would  have  that  tendency,  or  any  other  gentleman  of  consideration  stating  such 
an  opinion ; but  I would,  beg  to  say  that  the  people  themselves  laboured  so 
stiongly  under  that  opinion,  that  it  did  not  require  to  be  confirmed  by  any  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen. 

93SS.  Chairman .]  Were  any  of  Captain  Wynne’s  observations  which  were 
made  loud  enough  for  the  people  to  hear,  cheered  by  them  ? — I am  not 
aware.  J 


93 S 9.  Do  you  recollect  of  his  complaining  of  persons  in  comfortable  circuin- 
s ances  being  placed  on  the  list,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute  ? — I have  no 
distinct  recollection ; I dare  say  he  did  so. 

939° ■ You  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not?— I dare  say  he  did. 

939 1 • Mas  there  a complaint  which  he  had  made,  that  comfortable  persons 
were  put  on  f— 1 do  not  recollect  having  heard  him  make  the  complaint ; but 
1 am  sure  he  did  make  it. 

939--  With  respect  to  the  attack  upon  the  man  Hennesy,  how  far  distant 
was  that  from  Ennistimon? — The  attack  upon  Hennesy  was  in  Clare  Abbey, 
about  18  or  20  miles  away. 

9393-  Were  the  people  in  Clare  Abbey  much  more  turbulent  and  violent 

an. lrl  e.  nei§'bbourhood  of  Ennistimon  ? — Yes,  they  were  more  violent ; there 
was  infraction  of  the  law  there. 


9394-  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  In  the  case  of  Hennesy,  was  it  supposed  to  have  been 
the  act  of  an  individual,  or  was  it  supposed  to  be  a combination  of  the  people  ?— 
it  was  all  surmise;  the  parties  were  never  discovered;  he  was  fired  at  and 


9395-  W as  the  impression  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  the  attack  was  made 
by  a combination,  from  some  disaffection  towards  this  individual,  of  a large 
number  of  persons  or  is  it  supposed  to  have  been  the  act  of  an  individual  ?- 
it  was  supposed  to  be  the  result  of  some  combination. 

9396.  I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a letter  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne 
to  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  Ennis,  5th  December,  in  which  there  are  these 
expressions  : I and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board  have  strong  reasons  to 

complain 
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complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who  appeared  to  come 
there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin.” 
Knowing  the  character  of  the  people  of  the  country,  did  you  observe  anything 
in  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  anything  said  or  done  by  them,  that 
would  justify  Captain  Wynne  in  making  such  a representation  to  the  Board  of 
Works  ? — There  was  nothing,  in  my  apprehension,  in  the  conduct  or  obser- 
vations of  the  Members  for  Clare,  which  warranted  such  a charge. 

9397.  Do  you  apply  the  same  observations  even  to  the  effect  ? — Yes. 

9398.  That  there  was  no  justifiable  ground  for  making  such  a representation 
as  that  ?— That  is  my  apprehension,  on  a full  view  of  the  circumstances. 

9399.  Or  of  another  expression  which  follows,  of  “ hallooing  on  a mob  of 
a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who  were  present”  ?— I do  not  think  that 
representation  was  at  all  justified. 

9400*  Chairman . ] Do  you  understand  what  would  be  the  common  inference 
of  any  person  reading  those  words,  “ hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the 
worst  description  who  were  present”  ?— Yes;  I think  the  remark  was  not  jus- 
tified by  anything  that  occurred. 

9401.  Was  there  anything  at  all  bordering  upon  such  conduct  upon  the 
part  of  either  of  the  Members  for  Clare  ? —There  was  nothing,  in  my  opinion, 
in  their  conduct  that  at  all  warranted  the  remark. 

9402.  Did  Major  Macnamara  accuse  Mr.  Millett  of  keeping  250  men  out  of 
employment  ? —There  was  a great  deal  of  noise  and  disturbance.  I have  no 
accurate  recollection  of  the  nature  of  Major  Macnamara’s  charge  against 
Mr.  Millett ; I know  he  made  some  charge. 

9403.  Might  that  irritate  the  people  ?— Yes,  it  might,  certainly. 

9404.  But  you  would  not  call  it  “ hallooing  on  a mob”?— No  ; the  state- 
ment of  important  facts  I cannot  call  “ hallooing  on  a mob.” 

9405.  Do  you  think  he  would  be  justified  in  making  that  complaint  in 
the  way  he  did  ? — Yes.  I think,  if  cause  of  complaint  existed,  he  was  justified 
in  putting  it  forward,  and  that  it  was  due  to  the  safety  of  the  country  that  the 
people  should  see  that  efforts  were  made  to  secure  them  employment. 

9406.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Still  you  think  it  would  have  been  more 
prudent  to  have  done  the  business  in  a private  room  ? — I think  it  would. 

9407.  Chairman.]  Was  not  the  meeting  by  Act  of  Parliament  an  open  court? 
— I am  not  quite  aware,  but  it  was  an  open  one  ; if  those  facts  were  not  stated 
there,  there  was  no  other  place  to  state  them  in. 

9408.  Had  you  any  legal  power  to  adjourn  to  a private  room,  and  carry  on 
the  discussion,  excluding  the  people  r — I am  not  aware. 

9409.  Do  you  think  if  you  had  adopted  that  course,  and  had  retired  to  a 
private  discussion,  that  would  have  given  rise  to  very  great  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  the  people  ? — They  would  have  been  very  much  dissatisfied  if,  when 
they  were  so  deeply  interested,  they  were  excluded. 

94,0-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  abstain  from  going  to  a private  room 
on  the  ground  that  you  had  not  law  to  justify  you  ? — It  did  not  come  under 
our  consideration. 

9411-  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Was  not  this  a presentment  session  held  under 
what  is  called  the  Labour  Rate  Act? — It  was. 

l ^ ^ W^S  so>  ^oes  not  tkat  Act  require  that  those  presentment  sessions 
should  be  held  in  the  same  manner  as  presentment  sessions  under  the  Grand 
Jury  Act  ? — Yes,  I believe  it  does. 

9413-  Does  not  that  require  this  shall  be  an  open  court? — Yes,  it  does. 

. 94M-  That  presentment  session  could  not  then  have  been  held  otherwise  than 
in  an  open  court  ? — Such  is  the  case. 

9415-  If  the  Members  for  Clare,  or  any  of  the  Members  there  attending, 

ought  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  neglected  their  duty,  was 
j think COrnPeterL^  *°  t^lem  aucl  their  duty  to  represent  that  in  that  court? — 

9416.  Supposing  the  Members  for  Clare,  or  any  of  the  other  Members 

ere  attending,  disagreed  from  the  construction  of  the  Board  of  Works 
1 regard  to  the  nature  of  the  presentment,  with  regard  to  the  kind  of 
°J  fS’  WjS  ^ not  ^eir  duty  to  state  their  views  of  the  law  in  that  respect, 
so  perfectly^0111,  t0  ^ave  t^10Se  v*ews  carried  out  in  the  presentment?—!  think 

°'103'  3*  4 94>7-  If 
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9417.  If  that  expression  of  opinion  was  given  without  any  unnecessarily 
offensive  expression,  you  would  consider  that  the  Members  were  only  acting 
according  to  their  duty  in  expressing  that  opinion  ?— Perfectly. 

941 8.  Chairman .]  Was  not  a complaint  made  against  Mr.  Millett,  on  account 
of  his  conduct  respecting  the  men  not  being  put  upon  the  works,  a legitimate 
subject  to  he  brought  before  that  meeting  ? — I think  it  was  a very  proper  sub- 
ject to  allude  to. 

9419.  Was  it  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  meeting,  and  a proper  subject 
to  "be  discussed  ? — I think  so.  I think  we  were  assembled  for  general  purposes, 
and  the  employment  of  the  people  was  most  important. 

9420.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Considering  now,  from  this  point  of  time,  do 
you  not  still  think  it  was  not,  in  the  temper  of  the  times  and  persons  there 
present,  a prudent  thing  to  hold  the  language  that  was  there  held  upon  that 
occasion  ? — I think  there  was  no  language  held  there  that  was  at  all  censur- 
able ; and  I think  it  was  particularly  prudent  to  put  forward  the  wrongs  of  the 
people  ; for  if  they  found  we  treated  them  with  indifference,  the  great  chances 
are  they  would  redress  them  themselves. 

942 1 . What  did  you  mean  by  saying  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  not 
to  have  said  anything  that  would  have  excited  the  people  at  that  time  ? — I 
think  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  anything  that  would  produce  a prejudicial 
excitement ; but  a discussion  was  requisite,  and  the  statement  of  complaints 
was  unavoidable  ; if  that  produced  excitement  it  could  not  be  helped. 

9421*.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  said  you  thought  it  would  have  been 
more  prudent  not  to  have  held  it  in  an  open  court  ? — I conceived  if  the  same  sti- 
mulus could  be  given  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  commence  those  works,  that 
perhaps  it  might  have  been  desirable  the  meeting  should  not  be  of  a popular 
character  : but  the  meeting  being  held  before  the  public,  I think  it  was  quite 
right,  and  quite  a legitimate  object  of  the  meeting,  to  bring  forward  those  com- 
plaints. 

_ 9422.  I only  asked  you  about  the  prudence  of  bringing  them  forward  at  that 
time  ? — There  was  no  opportunity  but  that. 

9423.  What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  in  your  opinion  now,  considering 
the  thing,  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  not  to  have  done  so  at  that  time  ? 
— I think  it  would  have  been,  perhaps,  all  matters  considered,  quite  as  well  if 
the  meeting  had  been  confined  to  magistrates ; but  as  it  was  not,  I think  it 
was  quite  right  to  bring  forward  those  complaints. 

9424.  Did  it  enter  into  your  head  at  that  time  to  consider  whether  by 
law  it  should  be  an  open  court? — No,  we  did  not  discuss  it,  nor  consider  the 
subject. 

9425.  Mr  .TV.  Williams .]  Did  you  consider  that  representing  the  complaints  of 
the  people  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  in  the  manner  and  temper  in 
which  that  representation  was  made  by  the  Members  for  Clare,  had  a tendency 
to  increase  or  to  lessen  the  excitement? — Decidedly  to  lessen  it,  upon  the 
principle  that  if  perfect  indifference  had  been  shown  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
people,  there  is  no  answering  for  what  the  consequences  might  have  been. 

9426.  You  state  you  at  one  period  apprehended  violence  from  the  people  not 
being  put  upon  the  works  ; did  you  apprehend  that  against  property  or  against 
persons  ? — The  apprehension  was  that  property,  the  cattle  of  the  country,  and 
so  forth,  might  be  sacrificed. 

9427.  It  was  not  against  persons  r — No. 

942  b.  You  have  stated  that  a threatening  notice  was  given  to  Captain  Wynne 
by  some  person  in  the  crowd ; have  you  ever  heard  of  any  instance  of  those 
threatening  notices  being  given  by  a friendly  hand  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
an  effect . Yes,  those  notices  are  very  often  served  upon  parties  without  ever 
being  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

9429.  Have  you  ever  known  instances  of  that  being  done  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  an  effect ; that  is,  to  give  the  party  an  opportunity  of  saying  he  had 
been  threatened  ?— I have  never  known  any  instance  of  the  kind,  but  I have 
heard  observations  that  such  things  may  have  been. 

943®.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Are  they  favourably  received  in  Clare — No. 

.9431  • Should  you  not  consider,  in  the  state  of  society  at  that  time  in  Clare, 
a threatening  notice  to  be  a formidable  thing  ?— Certainly ; I think  it  is  a thing, 
calculated  to  excite  apprehension  and  uneasiness. 

9432.  Did 
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9432.  Did  not  the  magistrates  show  by  their  earnestness  to  discover  the 
offender,  that  they  thought  it  was  in  earnest  e — Yes. 

. 9433-  And  did  not  think  it  was  done  by  a friend? — They  did  not. 

9434*  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Have  you  heard  instances  of  the  police  getting- 
persons  to  serve  these  notices  ? — I have  heard  the  police  charged  with  it.  & 

9435.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  such  charges  made  ?— Not  at  all. 

9436.  I presume  it  is  your  opinion,  if  a threatening  notice  was  received  by 
a person  knowing  it  to  come  from  a friendly  hand,  it  would  produce  no  appre- 
hension ? — No,  of  course  not. 

9437.  Mr.  Thornely .]  Do  you  think  any  policeman  dare  serve  a threatening 
notice  of  that  sort  ? — I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact. 

0438.  Mr.  Solicitor-General']  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  policemen 
about  that  time  were  sending  threatening  notices  about  ?— No,  I have  no  reason 
to  believe  it.  * 

9439.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  you  allude  to  any  particular  occasion  ?— No, 
generally. 

" 9440.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  When  the  relief  committees  and  landed  proprietors  com- 
plained of  the  Board’s  not  commencing  the  works,  did  they  themselves  do  all 
they  could  to  give  relief  in  that  district?— It  is  difficult  for  me  to  say;  though 
my  property  lies  in  that  quarter  my  residence  is  a considerable  distance  from 
it,  and  I was  only  able  to  attend  the  committee  occasionally. 

0441.  Did  you  take  the  same  view  as  Mr.  O’Brien  did  with  regard  to  the 
presentments  for  tillage  of  the  ground  ? — I thought  it  highly  improbable  that 
the  Board  of  Works  would  sanction  it ; and  I stated  that  I had  considerable 
doubts  about  it  I also  stated  that  the  intentions  of  Government  should  be 
speedily  ascertained,  in  order  that  the  expectations  of  the  people  might  not  be 
idly  raised,  and  their  own  efforts  paralysed. 

9442.  Did  that  cause  delay  ? — Some  four  or  five  days. 

9443.  Did  it  not  prevent  any  other  presentment  on  that  day  ? — It  did. 

_ 9444-  Chairman.’]  If  Captain  Wynne  and  the  Government  officers  had  con- 
siderable difficulty  from  the  state  of  the  country  in  executing  their  duties,  do 
you  not  think  it  would  increase  those  difficulties,  instead  of  relieving-  them, 
if  any  gentleman  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  situation  were  to  state  in  public  that  the 
officers  were  the  means  of  keeping  the  people  off  the  works  ? — Certainly  it 
would  have  a tendency  to  exasperate  public  feeling;  but  if  Mr.  O’Brien 
thought  that,  and  it  was  his  opinion,  I think  he  was  warranted  in  stating  it. 

9445.  In  that  letter  of  the  5th  December  you  will  find:  “I  am  boimd  to 
state  that  from  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  we  received 
support  and  protection,  as  also  from  others  present ; but  unfortunately  such 
is  the  state  of  alarm  in  which  they  live,  that  they  are  not  free  agents,  and  dare 
not  utter  them  real  sentiments ;”  was  there  anything  to  justify  that  expression, 
that  you  lived  in  such  a state  of  alarm  that  you  were  not  free  agents,  and 
durst  not  utter  your  real  sentiments  ? — No ; I felt  no  apprehension  that  would 
deter  me  from  giving  expression  to  my  feelings. 

9446.  Have  you  observed  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble 
in  the  execution  of  them  duty  in  that  district  ? — Yes,  I have  had  some  opportu- 
nity of  observing  it. 

9447 • Have  you  not  observed  that  they  executed  their  duty  with  zeal  and 
propriety  ? — With  courtesy ; and  they  appeared  to  be  zealous,  and  I have  no 
doubt  they  were. 

9448-  They  had  difficulties  to  contend  with  ? — They  had ; I do  not  deny  it. 

9449-  Do  you  think,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to 
contend  with,  the  state  of  the  country,  and  from  what  you  have  told  us  of  the 
inefficient  staff,  they  did  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  means  and  ability  ? — 

t is  very  hard  for  me  to  answer  that ; my  opportunities  of  observation  were  not 
so  extensive  as  to  enable  me  to  speak  of  the  efficiency  of  their  proceedings ; 

1 do  not  feel  myself  competent  to  do  so. 

T tvA°'  ^°U  ^kink  they  exerted  themselves  to  the  best  of  them  ability  ? — 
t think  there  was  a good  deal  of  delay ; I will  not  trace  it  to  those  gentlemen ; 

0 not  possess  knowledge  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  doing  so. 

945 1 - Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I do  not  understand  you  to  attribute  the  leas 
ame  to  those  gentlemen,  so  far  as  you  personally  know,  in  the  discharge  of 
err  public  duties  ? — That  involves  a very  extensive  question ; it  involves  a 
question  of  how  the  public  works  were  conducted  in  Clare.  So  far  as  my 
°-l05-  3 S personal 
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personal  intercourse  with  them  is  concerned,  I should  say  they  were  always 
perfectly  disposed  to  listen  to  my  suggestions,  but  as  to  whether  their  proceed- 
ings were  quite  as  efficient  as  they  could  or  ought  to  have  been,  I cannot 
answer  that  in  the  affirmative. 

9452.  Did  you  see  any  signs  of  idleness  about  them  ? — I cannot  say  that 
I did  ; but  I cannot  answer  the  general  question  so  put  to  me  in  the  affirmative. 

9453.  Chairman .]  I understand  you  to  state,  that,  personally,  you  have  no 
objection  to  make  to  the  conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  or  Mr.  Gamble  P— Certainly 
not,  in  my  intercourse  with  them. 

94.54.  Have  you  any  complaints  to  make  of  the  general  execution  of  the 
public  works  in  the  district  of  Clare  ? — I think  there  was  but  a dispropor- 
tionate return  of  permanent  advantage  for  the  heavy  expenditure  incurred. 

9455.  Did  that  arise  from  useless  works  being  chosen,  or  works  being  done  in 
an  inefficient  manner? — I think,  in  a great  degree,  it  arose  from  useless  works 
being  undertaken,  and  also  from  the  people  not  giving  an  equivalent  in  labour 
for  the  wages  they  received,  which  I think,  in  a great  degree,  arose  from  a 
want  of  sufficient  superintendence. 

9456.  Not  from  the  fault  of  the  people,  but  from  the  want  of  persons  to 
overlook  them  ? — I think  the  people  themselves  were  naturally  indisposed  to 
labour,  and  that  there  was  not  a sufficient  degree  of  supervision  exercised 
over  them. 

9457.  Were  not  all  the  works  presented  by  the  presentment  sessions,  without 
the  interference  of  the  Government  officers  ? — Yes,  I think  the  word  “ useless  ” 
is  perhaps  too  strong  a word;  but  there  were  a great  many  presentments,  the 
principal  value  of  which  was  but  the  employment  they  afforded.  I do  not  attri- 
bute any  blame  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  W orks,  because,  perhaps,  they 
were  necessary  to  give  employment  to  the  people. 

9458.  If  the  works  were  presented,  were  they  not  presented  by  the  present- 
ment sessions  ? — Yes. 

9459.  Then  the  Board  could  not  be  responsible  for  that? — No;  though  their 
subsequent  sanction  would  be  requisite  before  they  could  be  commenced. 

9460.  Have  you  known  Major  Macnamara  for  a long  time  ? — Yes. 

9461.  Does  he,  in  your  opinion,  deserve  the  character  we  have  been  told  he 
has  received  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  lives,  of  being  very  much  re- 
spected, of  being  a kind  landlord,  and  a very  good  friend  to  the  poor  ? — He  is. 

9462.  Do  you  think  him,  then,  incapable  of  attending  any  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  having  any  design  to  excite  the  people  against  the  Government 
officers  ? — Entirely,  I believe  it. 

9463.  Do  you  believe,  from  what  you  know  of  him,  that  he  would  regret  any 
expressions  of  his  could  have  that  effect  ? — I am  sure  he  would  regret  it,  if 
those  expressions  inadvertently  dropped  from  him. 

9464.  Have  you  known  Mr.  O’Brien  a very  long  time  ? — Yes. 

9465.  Do  you  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  him  ? — Yes. 

946b.  Mr.  JBellew.]  Do  you  not  think  it  was  perfectly  in  the  power  of  the 
landed  proprietors  and  agents,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  employ  the  people  upon 
other  works  ; do  you  really  think  the  landlords  or  agents  did  anything  like 
their  duty,  independent  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — My  opportunities  of  ob- 
servation were  limited.  Many,  I am  persuaded,  both  landlords  and  agents,  did 
their  best.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  impeach  the  Board  for  the  character  of  the 
works  undertaken  the  benefit  of  many,  I am  aware,  was  principally  but  the 
employment  they  afforded ; yet  I have  to  state,  many  works,  within  my  own 
knowledge,  of  great  local  and  permanent  utility  were  also  adopted. 

_ 9467*  Independent  of  the  public  works,  did  the  landlords  or  agents  in  your 
district  take  any  measures  for  giving  employment  to  the  people ; did  they  not 
leave  that  altogether  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  neglect  it  themselves  ?—I  am 
not  aware  of  any  particular  landlord  who  gave  much  employment ; I am  not 
personally  cognizant ; in  my  own  district  1 gave  a good  deal  of  employment. 
I should  not  make  the  reference,  but  it  is  suggested  by  the  question. 

9468.  Are  you  aware  of  others? — I dare  say  that  other  landlords  may  have 
done  the  same. 

9469.  You  were  probably  giving  employment  and  support  to  the  tenants  of 
other  landlords  ?-=— I principally  employed  my  own  at  that  time. 

9470.  Chairman .]  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  at  Ennistimon  when 

lieutenant  Baillie  was  in  attendance  ? — I was.  . 

9471-  ^\bat 
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0471.  What  dajr  was  it? — I think,  Thursday,  the  15th  of  October. 

9472.  Was  Archdeacon  Whitty  in  the  chair? — He  was. 

9473.  And  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  present? — Yes. 

9474.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  any  information  you  wish  to  give 
.the  Committee  regarding  what  took  place  there? — The  people  were  in  a state, 
as  I have  mentioned,  of  very  considerable  excitement,  from  the  destitution  that 
prevailed,  and  from  the  absence  of  all  employment ; the  relief  committee  was 
. not  fully  organized,  or  at  least  was  not  in  efficient  action  ; and  the  lists  were 
returned  by  the  clergymen  of  the  district,  for,  I believe,  about  1,500  names  of 
applicants  for  labour,  but  300  was  the  limit  the  Board  could  employ. 

9475.  What  clergymen  returned  the  lists  ?— Both  Roman- catholic  and  Pro- 
testant, who  were  really  the  persons  who  took  the  greatest  part  in  these  com- 
mittees. 300  was  the  limit ; the  committee  had  made  no  selection  out  of  the 
1,500,  and  the  clergymen  were  unwilling  to  do  so  ; and  as  this  was  the  case, 

I did  suggest  to  Lieutenant  Baillie  that  it  would  be  the  more  prudent  course, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  take  the  application  for  labour  as  a test  of  destitu- 
tion, particularly  at  the  low  rate  of  wages  which  was  then  contemplated,  8 d. 
per  diem,  with  provisions  at  famine  prices  ; and  I did  recommend  that  as  there 
was  no  selection  made,  the  officers  of  the  Board  should  select  by  lot  or  by 
ballot  out  of  the  1,500,  and  so  far  relieve  the  pressure  of  distress.  Iam  quite 
. aware  that,  strictly  speaking,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  have  made 
the  selection,  but  they  had  not  done  so,  and  my  suggestion  was  given  to  meet 
what  appeared  to  me  an  urgent  and  impending  evil ; and  in  proof  that  I do 
not  exaggerate  our  position,  there  was  a resolution  adopted  by  the  meeting 
upon  that  occasion,  and  forwarded  by  a special  messenger  to  the  engineer, 
Mr.  Gamble,  calling  upon  him  to  give  immediate  employment  to  the  people,  to 
prevent  the  outbreak  that  was  apprehended.  I thought  it  right  to  give  this 
explanation  of  why  I recommended  at  that  particular  time  the  application  for 
labour,  under  the  circumstances,  as  the  test  of  destitution. 

9476.  Did  you  explain  that  opinion  to  the  meeting? — Yes;  it  was  not  a 
public  meeting ; it  was  merely  a private,  meeting. 

9477.  Have  you  any  reason  to  modify  that  opinion,  or  do  you  still  entertain 
it? — The  opinion  I gave  was  in  reference  to  the  particular  occasion ; but  as 
a general  principle,  subsequent  observation  would  make  me  modify  it,  from  the 
very  insufficient  return  the  people  gave  for  their  day’s  hire  ; which  insuf- 
ficiency of  return  I must  again  attribute,  among  other  circumstances,  to  ineffi- 
cient supervision  and  superintendence ; and  1 think  it  was  attended  with  bad 
results ; among  others,  it  created  a great  pressure  upon  the  part  of  the  people 
upon  the  public  works,  receiving  hire  without  adequate  labour. 

9478.  Have  you  looked  at  Lieutenant  Baillie’s  letter  describing  that  meet- 
ing ? — Yes.  I must  say,  in  reference  to  that  part  which  spoke  of  a guarantee  to 
him  from  pecuniary  loss,  I did  express  my  willingness  to  join  in  one,  to  induce 
him  to  commence  the  works. 

9479-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  others  join  ? — The  matter  did  not  go  on. 

9479*.  You  expressed  your  willingness  to  give  a guarantee  ? — To  join 
in  it. 

9480.  And  the  others  did  not  ? — I am  not  aware  ; the  thing  dropped. 

9481.  Chairman.']  Is  that  letter  a correct  account  of  what  took  place  at  the 
meeting  1 — Substantially,  I believe,  it  is. 

9482.  Do  you  observe  that  it  is  described  there  as  a scene  of  great  excite- 
ment, and  very  considerable  violence  ?—  It  was  a scene  of  great  excitement  and 
anxiety  more  than  violence ; we  were  in  a state  of  great  agitation  and  uneasi- 
ness from  the  state  of  the  country. 

9483.  You  spoke  of  dangerous  consequences  from  the  people  not  being 
employed? — Yes. 

9484.  What  sort  of  consequences  ? — The  destruction  of  property ; there  was 
no  knowing  what  may  arise  when  people  once  assemble. 

9485.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  mean  such  outrages  as  you  alluded  to  ? — 
Yes. 

9486.  Or  whatever  people  in  an  excited  state  might  do  ? — When  they  once 
assemble,  there  is  no  anticipating  what  they  may  do. 

9487.  Chairman.]  In  the  commencement  of  that  letter  you  see  that  Major 
Macnamara  accused  the  officers  of  jobbing ; do  you  remember  anything  of 

0.105.  3S2  that 


f.  O'Brien,  Esq. 


11  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


500 


J.  O'Brien,  Esq. 
M.  P. 


ix  June  1847. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

that  sort  ? — I know  he  expressed  a good  deal  of  dissatisfaction ; but  whether  1 
used  the  word  “ jobbing,”  I do  not  recollect.  ne 

9488.  Was  there  a feeling  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that  there  was  iob 
bing  r — I think  it  was  not  a warranted  supposition,  if  entertained.  I believ' 
the  people  had  a feeling  that  the  staff  consumed  an  undue  proportion  of  the 
public  contributions. 

9489.  That  it  was  distributed  among  them  ? — Yes. 

9490.  That  a considerable  portion  of  the  money  raised  to  be  administered  to 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  was  expended  in  the  expensive  machinery  of  the  staff'-— 
Exactly. 

9491.  Did  you  hear  any  complaint  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  staff 
getting  places  by  jobbing  or  presents? — I heard  complaints  of  that  kind  but 
I did  not  see  them  proved. 

9492.  Were  they  general? — I cannot  say  they  were  general. 

9493.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Did  you  ever  hear  that  excitement  was  caused  by 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  making  promises  to  openworks  on  particular 
days  and  not  commencing  them  on  the  appointed  days  ? — Yes,  I heard  disap- 
pointment existed  among  the  people  in  consequence. 

9494.  Chairman.]  Have  you  also  heard  complaints  of  the  task-work  not 
being  measured  at  the  right  time  ? — Yes. 

9495.  And  of  their  not  receiving  their  pay  for  that  task-work,  even  when 
measured,  without  considerable  delay? — Yes. 

9496.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  well  founded  ?— In  some  cases  they 
might  have  been. 

9497.  Do  you  now  still  think  that  such  a state  of  things  was  produced  by 
the  great  difficulty  in  which  the  officers  were  placed? — In  a degree;  they  had 
great  difficulties  to  encounter. 

949s-  You  do  not  impute  wilful  neglect  to  them,  but  the  circumstances 
were  very  pressing  ? — I think  the  circumstances  contributed  very  much  to- 
wards it. 

9499-  Bo  you  live  at  Burren? — 1 have  property  there. 

9500.  Were  you  a member  of  the  relief  committee  ? — Yes. 

9501 . Where  was  that? — I was  member  of  two  or  three  relief  committees, 
Ennistimon,  Kilfenora,  and  Clare  Abbey. 

.9502.  Mr.  Bellcw.]  Have  you  property  in  Ennistimon  ? — Yes,  and  in 
Kilfenora. 

95°3-  Chairman .]  Did  you  attend  any  of  those  committees  regularly  ? — Not 
regularly.  In  Clare  Abbe}7,  to  which  I was  appointed  chairman,  I resigned 
the  chairmanship,  for  I found  myself  unable  to  attend.  In  the  Kilfenora 
committee,  I remained  chairman  nominally ; it  was  23  or  24  miles  distant,  and 
I was  seldom  able  to  attend. 

95  °4-  Bid  you  attend  at  Ennistimon  ? — On  two  or  three  occasions. 

95°5-  How  far  did  you  reside  from  Clare  Abbey  ? — About  a mile. 

9506.  Why  did  you  not  attend  there  ? — I did  attend  occasionally,  hut  I did 
not  wish  to  retain  the  chairmanship,  as  I thought  the  chairman  should  perma- 
nently attend  it. 

9507.  Still  you  attended  it  as  a member  of  the  committee  ? — Occasionally. 

9508.  Did  you  attend  as  much  as  you  could  consistently  with  your  other 
avocations? — I might  have  attended  oftener,  perhaps,  but  I attended  oc- 
casionally. 

9509.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Had  you  any  one  to  represent  your  interests  at  Kilfe- 
nora ? — Yes. 

9510-11.  Chairman.]  Are  you  able  to  state  how  the  lists  were  made  out  ? I 
cannot  give  much  information,  for  although  I reside  in  Clare  Abbey,  my  pro- 
perty is  elsewhere ; and  I had  no  tenants  in  Clare  Abbey,  and  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  people  or  their  condition,  which  was  one  of  my  motives 
tor  resigning  the  chairmanship. 

9512.  Were  you  enabled  to  give  assistance  or  co-operation  to  the  Board  of 
W orks  m the  district  where  you  were  a member  of  the  relief  committee  1— 
1 have  been  m frequent  communication  with  the  Board  upon  works  of  general 
utility  111  Clare,  and  I must  state  I always  found  that  body  well  disposed  to  con- 
tribute to  the  improvement  of  the  county  with  which  I was  connected. 

9513;  Were  you  enabled  to  give  assistance  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  ol 
Works  m ascertaining  who  were  fit  people  to  be  employed  in  any  way? — I can" 
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not  say  I gave  much  assistance.  In  Clare  Abbey  I was  unable  to  do  so ; I knew 
nothing  of  the  condition  of  the  people ; and  as  to  Killilagh  and  Ennistimon,  I 
lived  at  so  considerable  a distance  I seldom  attended. 

9514.  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  attend  the  Kilfenora  relief  committee,  so  far 
as  you  know  ? — I was  not  present  when  he  did  so. 

95 1 5-  Was  it  not  very  desirable,  under  the  pressing  circumstances  of  the 
country  at  that  time,  that  every  gentleman  who  could  do  so,  should  attend  and 
give  his  assistance  in  the  relief  committees  ?— Certainly,  and  I gave  it,  so  far  as 
circumstances  permitted  me  to  do  so. 

9516.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  the  works  on  the  River  Fergus  commenced  ?— They 
are. 

9517.  And  afford  very  extensive  employment  to  the  people  ? — Yes. 

9518.  How  many  thousand  pounds  will  be  expended? — £.50,000,  it  is 
calculated. 

9519.  Did  not  the  delay  in  commencing  that  work  arise  from  the  want  of 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  a proprietor  ? — There  were  some  unfortunate  mis- 
takes, that  could  not  be  attributable  to  the  Board,  which  caused  the  delay, 
but  the  works  are  now  in  progress. 

9520.  Chairman.-]  Were  you  resident  in  that  country  during  the  whole  of 
the  autumn  and  winter  of  last  year  ?— I was  there  during  the  distress  ; but 
there  were  domestic  causes,  the  illness  of  a very  particular  member  of  my 
family,  v'hich  attached  me  particularly  at  home. 

9521.  You  state  you  did  give  as  much  attendance  as  the  circumstances  in 
wlhch  you  were  placed  permitted  you  to  do  ? — Yes. 

9522.  Not  so  much  as  you  would  have  wished  if  you  had  been  better  able  ? 
— Exactly. 

9523.  I observe  in  the  Blue  Book,  page  170,  Captain  Wynne,  in  a letter  to 
Colonel  Jones,  of  November  5th,  states,  “ The  gentlemen  here  have  the  effron- 
tery to  assert  the  principle  that  as  the  money  will  be  ultimately  paid  by  them 
they  have  a perfect  right  to  get  a portion  of  it,  through  the  medium  of  their 
tenants.”  Do  you  know  whether  that  principle  was  asserted  r — I cannot  answer 
for  others  ; but  I can  answer  for  myself,  I never  did  assert  such  a principle. 

9524.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  asserted  at  all  in  the  relief  committees? — No. 
I did.  apply  for  employment  for  my  tenants,  or  some  of  them,  upon  their  very 
urgent  and  repeated  remonstrances.  I was  asked  their  condition ; I said  it 
might  be  regarded  as  comfortable ; that  ordinary,  habitual,  comparative  comfort, 
such  as  characterised  the  general  condition  of  the  cottier  tenant  of  the  district. 

9525-  Who  asked  you? — I think  Captain  Wynne,  in  a conversation  I had 
with  him  at  an  hotel  at  Ennis ; but  such  condition  was  compatible  with  the 
existence  of  extreme  privation,  arising,  at  the  moment  in  question,  from  the 
utter  extinction  of  the  potatoe  crops.  I also,  as  I recollect,  stated  that  when 
the  first  and  paramount  object  of  the  Government  was  achieved,  of  securing 
relief  to  the  people  by  employment,  the  landed  proprietors  had  a right  to 
expect  that  the  public  works  of  permanent  and  general  utility  which  may  be 
adopted,  should  be  fairly  distributed,  and  that  each  district,  and,  if  possible, 
each  properly,  should  have  a fair  share  of  that  expenditure,  for  the  repayment 
of  which  it  was  subsequently  liable.  I put  forward  that  principle,  and  I 
thought  it  was  a justifiable  one. 

95^6.  How  was  it  received  ? — I did  not  perceive  it  was  ill  received. 

9527.  Was  it  acted  upon  ? — Yes ; I put  it  forward  in  respect  of  a road  about 
which  I was  interested,  which  was  approved  of  at  the  session,  and  subsequently 
sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Works,  and  is  now  in  progress  of  execution. 

9528.  Mr.  Bellew.]  That  was,  of  course,  supposing  the  destitution  to  be 

universal?— Yes. 

9529.  You  would  not  otherwise  say  the  works  should  be  commenced,  if  it 
was  not  universal? — No.  All  I said  was,  that  the  fair  distribution  of  employ- 
ment should  be  taken  into  account. 

9530-  Chairman.]  You  say  you  did  not  assert  the  principle  that  as  the  money 
would  be  repaid  by  the  landlords,  they  should  get  a portion  of  it  through  the 
medium  of  their  tenants  ? — No,  I never  advanced  so  gross  a proposition. 

,953 1 - You  did  think,  in  fact,  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  works  each  dis- 
trict and  each  estate  should,  as  much  as  possible,  have  a fair  share  of  the  ad- 
vantages ? — Y es. 

9532.  Mr  Bellew.]  Works  might  not  be  granted  in  that  district ; but  you 
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would  have  to  pay  for  the  works  of  other  districts  ?— Yes.  My  statement  was 
that  provided  the  employment  of  the  people  should  be  secured,  the  works  that 
were  adopted  should  be  fairly  distributed,  in  proportion  to  the  contribution  of 
each  district  and  each  property. 

9533-  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  whether  persons  who  had  land  and  cattle 
were  put  upon  the  relief  lists  by  many  of  the  committees  ?— I dare  say  there 
were  persons  who  had  cows  who  were  put  upon  the  lists ; I have  no  doubt  that 
tenants  of  my  own,  having  cows,  were  put  upon  the  lists. 

9534.  Do  you  think  that,  although  they  had  cows  and  land,  they  might  still 
be  in  such  a deplorable  condition  as  to  require  to  be  put  upon  the  lists?— Cer- 
tainly ; arising  from  the  unexpected  calamity  which  had  befallen  them. 

9535.  Was  it  difficult  to  draw  the  line  between  the  mere  labourer  in  a state 
of  destitution,  and  the  man  who  was  verging  towards  it  ? — I think  so. 

9536.  Do  you  think  it  was  advisable  not  to  draw  the  line  too  close,  but  to 
put  on  the  lists  those  who  were  not  quite  destitute  ? — I think,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, those  who  were  worse  off  than  others  should  be  put  on  first.  There  was 
great  difficulty  from  the  names  crowding  in,  and  without  giving  an  opportunity 
for  that  full  inquiry  that  would  otherwise  be  correct  and  desirable. 

9537.  Was  there  great  pressure  and  clamour  on  the  part  of  the  people  them- 
selves to  be  put  on  ? — Yes. 

9538.  Do  you  think  that  pressure  and  clamour  was  more  on  the  part  of  those 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  than  those  not  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — 
I can  hardly  conceive,  at  least  in  the  commencement,  a man  in  comfortable 
circumstances  would  work  for  8 d.  a day,  with  provisions  at  a famine  price. 
That  was  the  view  I took  at  Ennistimon ; but  the  opinion  was  much  modified 
when  I found  the  people  did  not  work  though  paid. 

9539.  What  do  you  understand  by  the  term  “ comfortable  circumstances  ” ? 
— It  is  a comparative  word ; the  peasant  that  has  a dry  potato  would  now  con- 
ceive himself  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but  we  would  not. 

9540.  It  has  been  frequently  used  in  relation  to  the  lists  of  that  district; 
what  would  you  understand  by  that  expression  ?— I would  understand  that  a 
peasant  would  be  in  comfortable  circumstances  who  bad  abundance  of  potatoes 
and  meal. 

9541.  Might  not  a person  with  a few  acres  of  land  and  two  cows  be  in  very 
uncomfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

9542.  Must  it  not  depend  upon  other  circumstances  beyond  the  mere  occu- 
pation of  land  and  the  possession  of  cows  ? — Yes  ; I think  the  occupation  of 
land  would  be  a fallacious  test. 

9543-  Was  it  difficult  to  ascertain  how  to  draw  the  line  between  a person  in 
a state  of  destitution  who  ought  to  be  on,  and  a person  just  above  the  state  of 
destitution  who  ought  not  to  be  on  ? — Yes ; it  was  very  hard  to  ascertain. 

9544.  Did  the  people  themselves  practise  great  frauds  and  misrepresent  their 
condition  1 — There  was  misrepresentation  ; I do  not  say  whether  it  prevailed 
to  any  great  extent. 

9545-  With  reference  to  the  conversation  which  you  have  mentioned  having 
taken  place  between  you  and  Captain  Wynne  respecting  a road,  did  Captain 
Wynne  ask  you  with  regard  to  your  tenants  being  employed,  what  was  their 
condition  ? — Yes,  I recollect  he  did. 

9546.  Do  you  know  whether  you  made  any  and  what  answer  ? — Yes  ; I stated, 
as  I have  already  mentioned,  I did  believe  their  condition  may  be  regarded  as 
comfortable ; I spoke  in  reference  to  their  habitual  condition,  their  ordinary 
state,  which  was  quite  compatible  with  great  distress  at  the  moment  m 
question.  The  fact  of  my  application  showed  I considered  them  in  distress,  be- 
cause the  application  involves  the  supposition. 

9547*  In  that  conversation  did  Captain  Wynne  say  to  you  that  the  gentry  of 
the  country  having  been  obliged  to  repay  the  money  under  these  provisions, 
gave  them  no  right  to  place  their  tenants  on  the  works  ?— He  may  have  made 
some  remark  of  the  kind  ; I have  not  a distinct  recollection,  but  when  I was 
asked  the  question  as  to  the  condition  of  my  tenants,  I meant  they  were,  in  or- 
dinary circumstances,  in  the  habitual  state  of  comfort  of  tenants  of  that  descrip- 
tion. I did  not  apply  my  observation  to  their  actual  condition,  such  would  be  to 
give  the  strongest  reason  for  the  refusal  of  the  application. 

9548.  You  yourself  never  advanced  the  principle  that  the  landlords  had  a 
right  to  put  their  tenants  on  the  works,  independent  of  destitution  ? — Never  so 
gross  a proposition. 
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Luna,  14°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  B'ellew. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Richard  Calcott , called  in ; and  Examined. 


9549*  Chairman. J ARE  you  Clerk  of  Petty  Sessions  for  Ennistimon? — 
Ennistimon  and  Ballyvaughan. 

9550.  Do  you  manage  the  Ennistimon  loan  fund  ? — Yes. 

9551.  How  long  have  you  been  clerk  of  petty  sessions  ? — I think  for  the  last 
14  years. 

_ 9552-  Do  you  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennistimon  ? — In  the 
village. 

9553-  Were  you  present  at  an  extraordinary  presentment  session  at 
Ennistimon  on  the  4th  December  ? — Yes. 

9554-  Who  presided  ?— Major  Macnamara. 

_ 9555-  Did  you  hear  Major  Macnamara,  call  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  to  some 
discourtesy  shown  him  by  Mr.  Millett  ? — I did. 

955^.  Was  that  in  reference  to  a notice  ■which  he  had  served  upon  the  check 
clerks  of  Killilagh  ? — It  was. 

9557-  Do  you  know  whether  Major  Macnamara  complained  that  Mr.  Millett 
had  cautioned  the  check  clerks  against  attending  the  Killilagh  committee  ? — 
That  was  the  substance  of  the  notice. 

9558.  Did  he  also  complain  of  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Millett  ? — 
Yes. 


9559-  Was  it  that  he  had  made  an  appointment  to  put  200  men  to  work  on 
a particular  day,  which  he  did  not  attend  to  ? — Yes. 

9560.  Did  he  complain  he  had  not  attended  for  several  days  after  the 
appointment  ? — It  was  included  in  the  complaint. 

9561.  What  did  Mr.  Gamble  say  of  that? — He  regretted  that  any  of  the 
officers  under  his  orders  could  behave  themselves  with  discourtesy  towards 
the  Honourable  Member,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  inquire  into  any  charges. 

9562.  Did  he  appoint  a day  to  do  so  ? — Yes,  after  a little  conversation. 

9563-  As  soon  as  that  conversation  about  Mr.  Millett  was  over,  did 

Mr.  O’Brien  commence  the  business  of  the  day? — Yes. 

9564.  What  was  the  business  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  argued  at  great  length,  that 
they  ought  to  get  a presentment,  under  a letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere. 

, 9505.  Was  that  the  purpose  for  which  you  had  the  assembly,  to  consider 
P.roceec^ng  by  presentment  ? — That  was  the  business  of  the  day. 

9500.  I believe  the  Government  officers  said  they  could  not  accept  a present- 
ment unless  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  Act  ?— They  did. 

9507-  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  state  that  they  could  proceed  under  the  three  first 
sections,  or  that  they  should  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  for  useful 
and  profitable  works? — Under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  for  useful  and  profitable 


.,.9568.  Did  much  discussion  take  place  upon  that? — Indeed  no:  I do  not 
think  there  did. 

ai^  °ther  gentlemen  express  their  opinion  in  accordance  with 
_ ^ Bnen  s view  ? — I think  the  meeting  generally  coincided  with  his  view, 

ltn  one  or  two  exceptions ; I do  not  allude  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 


9570.  Was  the  question  put  from  the  chair  ? — It  was. 

°*105-  3 s 4 957!.  That 
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9571.  That  they  should  proceed  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  for  usef  T 

and  profitable  works? — Yes,  and  the  presentment  passed.  5 U1 

9572.  What  was  the  division  upon?— I think  the  only  person  who  spot 

against  it  was  Archdeacon  Whitty.  He  did  not  think  they  could  mweS 
under  it,  he  wished  they  could.  _ 1 eed 

9573.  Was  he  the  only  dissentient  ? — The  only  dissentient. 

9574.  Was  the  presentment  then  passed  in  accordance  with  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
arguments? — To  my  belief  it  was. 

9575.  What  did  the  officers  do  upon  that  ? — I think  Captain  Wynne  said  he 
would  not  sign  it. 

9576.  What  became  of  the  presentment  ? — I do  not  know. 

9577.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  handed  to  the  secretary  of  the  °rand 
jury  ? — I rather  think  it  was  ; I cannot  speak  of  my  own  knowledge.  & 

9578.  Did  Captain  Wynne  at  all  explain  his  view  of  the  letter  or  the  pre- 
sentment ? — I did  not  hear  Captain  Wynne  make  any  explanation ; I heard 
Mr.  Gamble. 

9579.  He  refused  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  to  sign  it,  I believe?— 
Captain  Wynne  insisted  he  would  not  sign  it ; he  said  he  would  not  si°n  it. 

9580.  He  probably  stated  it  was  contrary  to  his  duty  to  sign  it? — I did  not 
hear  him  say  so ; I heard  Mr.  Gamble  and  Mr.  Hill  speak  a good  deal  on  the 
subject  with  regard  to  their  orders ; I did  not  hear  Captain  Wynne  say  so. 

95 Si . Did  you  see  anything  particular  in  Captain  Wynne’s  manner  when  he 
declined  to  sign  it?— I do  not  think  his  manner  was  so  respectful  as  I have 
been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  one  gentleman  treat  another. 

9582.  Had  he  been  opposed  a good  deal  by  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  gentlemen 
present,  in  his  views  ? — I did  not  see  any  opposition,  except  that  they  differed 
in  opinion. 

9583.  When  you  state  that  he  was  not  so  respectful  as  you  have  seen  one 
gentleman  to  another,  do  you  mean  anything  more  than  that  he  was  firm  and 
determined  in  his  refusal  to  sign? — I think  his  demeanor  was  not  what  I 
would  consider  at  all  respectful. 

9584.  Have  you  any  other  remark  to  make  upon  it?— I am  not  aware  of 
any  other ; the  meeting  very  soon  broke  up. 

95^5-  Did  Captain  Wynne  appear  at  all  to  conciliate  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the 
gentlemen  who  took  a different  view  ? — I am  sorry  to  say  he  did  not ; I did  not 
see  any  attempt  to  conciliate. 

95S6'.  Did  they  seem  to  conciliate  him  ?— No,  I do  not  think  they  did. 

9557.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Are  you  sorry  that  the  gentlemen  did  not 
try  to  conciliate  him  ? — I am  not ; in  fact,  I do  not  think  the  Members  were 
called  upon  to  conciliate  him,  because  his  feeling  was  rather  unkind  towards 
them. 

9558.  Mr.  Repton.~\  Did  you  think  it  a matter  of  indifference  whether  the 
gentry  and  the  Government  officers  were  upon  good  terms  or  not? — I always 
thought  it  a matter  of  very  great  importance  that  they  should  be  on  good 
terms. 

9589.  Chairman .]  During  the  whole  of  that  meeting  was  there  not  more 
excitement  than  usual  upon  such  occasions  ? — I did  not  perceive  it. 

9590.  Have  you  seen  as  much  or  more  excitement  at  meetings  of  theEnnis- 
timon  relief  committee  when  no  Government  officer  was  present  ? — I have  seen 
a great  deal  more  excitement. 

959  i.  From  anything  that  occurred  at  that  meeting,  did  you  see  anything 
to  cause  apprehension  that  the  people  would  exercise  any  degree  of  violence 
towards  the  Government  officers  ? — No. 

9592.  Was  there  anything  that  passed  likely  to  excite  them  to  violence?— 

I did  not  see,  and  I did  not  hear  it. 

9593-  Did  Mr.  O Brien  advance  his  arguments  with  any  degree  of  warmth? 

I did  not  perceive  it ; he  spoke  at  very  considerable  length. 

9594.  Was  he  at  all  violent? — I never  saw  him  so. 

9595-  Did  you  hear  him  use  any  expression  calculated  to  give  any  offence  to 
any  person  ? — I did  not. 

9596.  Not  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— I really  did  not 
hear  it. 

9597 • Mr.  Thornely.']  Was  any  appeal  made  to  the  Government  in  Dublin, 
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upon  Captain  Wynne  refusing  to  sign  that  presentment  ? — I am  not  aware 
whether  there  was  any  appeal  or  not,  for  I left  the  court-house'soon  afterwards  ; 
and  I am  not  aware  of  any  appeal  being  made,  of  my  own  knowledge ; I heard 
there  would  have  been. 

9598.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  You  saw  the  archdeacon  there?— I did. 

9509"  Was  near  the  chairman  r — I should  say  he  was  very  near  Major 
Macnamara. 

9600.  And  near  the  officer  r— I think  Captain  Wynne  was  at  the  extreme  end 
of  the  bench. 

9601.  Where  were  you  ? — I think  I was  very  near  Captain  Wynne’s  back ; I 
was  standing  between  him  and  the  jury  room. 

9602.  Was  Archdeacon  Whitty  in  front  of  him?— He  stood  upon  the  other 
side,  if  I do  not  greatly  mistake,  of  Major  Macnamara. 

9603.  Chairman.]  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  chairman  to  what  Captain 
Wynne  was  ? — Yes,  I think  so ; but  I cannot  be  positive. 

9604.  How  far  distant  from  him  ? — I should  say,  not  much  more  than  three 
yards. 

9605.  Have  you  seen  and  read  Captain  Wynne’s  letter,  presented  to  Par- 
liament, of  the  5th  December,  giving  an  account  of  the  meeting  of  which  you 
have  been  speaking  ? — I have  read  it. 

g6o6.  Do  you  think  it  is  a proper  and  fair  account  of  what  took  place  ? — 
No. 

9607.  In  what  respect  ? — I think  in  the  letter  he  mentions  the  Honourable 
Members  for  Clare  holding  him  up  for  assassination. 

9608.  Tire  expression  is,  “ came  for  the  purpose  ” ? — I did  not  see  any 
excitement  calculated  to  come  to  any  such  conclusion. 

9609.  Putting  out  of  the  question  any  supposition  that  they  came  there  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  holding  them  up,  “ one  and  all  to  the  assassin,”  was  there 
anything  calculated  to  create  a belief  that  the  effect  of  what  they  said  would 
hold  them  up  to  the  assassin  ? — I cannot  say  there  was  anything  to  create  that 
belief. 


9610.  Was  there  anything  to  justify  the  expression,  that  either  Mr.  O’Brien 
or  Major  Macnamara  £C  hallooed  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  descrip- 
tion, who  were  present  ” ? — I did  not  perceive  any  such  thing. 

9611.  Mr.  O’Brien,  you  have  stated,  supported  his  arguments;  did  Major 
Macnamara  take  any  part  in  the  argument  ? — No ; I do  not  think  he  spoke  at 
all,  at  least  if  he  did,  I did  not  hear  him.  Mr.  O’Brien  was  the  principal 
person  who  addressed  the  cesspayers  on  the  subject  of  getting  a presentment 
for  useful  and  profitable  employment. 

9612.  Were  Major  Macnamara’ s observations  made,  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Gamble  ? — Y es,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Gamble. 

9613.  Was  there  anything  in  his  conduct,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  at 
all  approaching  to  hallooing  on  a mob,  or  exciting  them  against  the  officers  ? 
— Decidedly  not. 

9614.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court  take 
an  interest  in  what  was  going  on  ? — Yes. 

9615.  How  did  they  show  it? — They  were  noisy,  and  wishing  greatly  to  get 
the  presentment ; their  whole  anxiety  seemed  work. 

9616.  Did  they  cheer  ? — I cannot  say  they  did. 

9617.  Did  they  shout? — I cannot  say  they  did. 

9618.  What  do  you  mean  by  being  “noisy”? — The  usual  bustle  and  con- 
fusion of  a crowded  court-house. 

9619.  What  do  you  mean  by  their  being  noisy? — They  sometimes  spoke 
loudly ; but  I did  not  hear  any  cheering. 

9620.  Are  you  sure  there  was  no  cheering  ? — Upon  my  word,  to  the  best  of 

my  recollection 


9621.  Are  you  sure  there  was  no  cheering;  other  witnesses  have  been 
examined  ? — There  might  have  been ; but  at  this  time  I cannot  tax  my 
recollection  with  the  fact  of  there  being  cheering. 

9622.  Was  there  cheering? — Upon  my  word,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
I do  not  think  there  was ; at  the  same  time  there  might  have  been  cheering, 
and  at  this  moment  I do  not  recollect  it. 

9623.  You  would  not  say  that  persons  who  have  told  us  there  was  cheering, 
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were  necessarily  wrong  ? — No,  I do  not ; their  recollection  might  serve  them 
better  than  mine. 

9624.  Was  the  part  of  the  country  where  the  sessions  were  held  very  quiet? 
— It  appeared  to  be  very  quiet ; I never  knew  it  anything  else. 

9625.  Just  as  quiet  as  it  usually  is  ? — I never  knew  it  otherwise. 

9626.  Mr.  Repton.]  Has  it  been  a very  peaceable  part  of  the  country?—  I 
think  so;  there  have  been  a few  sheep  stolen ; there  has  been  no  riot.  It  has 
been  very  peaceable  for  the  last  14  years. 

9627.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  You  consider  it  was  as  peaceable  then  as  it 
always  is  ? — It  was  as  peaceable. 

9628.  Has  it  been  so  for  14  years? — I think  there  was  more  excitement  by 

the  poorer  classes  to  get  labour  than  usual.  y 

9629.  There  was  more  excitement  among  the  poorer  classes  than  there 
usually  is  ? — There  was  more  excitement  at  the  time  I am  speaking  of. 

9630.  Were  not  the  poor  people  excited  about  getting  labour  ? — Yes. 

9631.  Were  they  not  very  much  interested  by  what  was  going  on?— I 
should  say  so. 

9632.  Then  did  they  not  show  that  excitement  by  cheering  what  was  said 
upon  the.  bench? — I still  adhere  to  what  I said;  there  might  have  been 
cheering,  but  at  this  moment  I cannot  tax  my  memory  with  the  fact. 

9033.  Chairman.]  Would  acts  of  any  violence  of  conduct  come  before  the 
petty  sessions  of  which  you  are  the  clerk,  in  ordinary  cases  ? — I should  say  so. 

9634.  Must  you,  as  clerk  of  the  petty  sessions,  know  the  conduct  of  the 
people  during  the  time  you  held  that  office? — I do  not  think  that  being  clerk 
of  the  petty  sessions  would  make  me  know  their  condition  more  than  my  resi- 
dence amongst  them. 

9635.  Cases  of  violence,  you  say,  would  come  before  the  magistrates?— 
Now  I understand ; I should  say  it  has  greatly  decreased  since  I came  to 
Ennistimon. 

9636.  Have  you  just  now  stated,  it  has  been  peaceable  up  to  the  present 
time  ? — I mean  up  to  the  time  I left  it ; a month  ago. 

9637.  When  did  you  leave  it?— I arrived  here  on  the  14th  of  May. 

9638.  Have  you  heard  of  riots  having  occurred,  and  some  lives  being  lost 
there  lately  ? — Yes,  I had  letters  to  tliat'effect. 

9639.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  And  you  believe  what  you  have  heard?— Of 
cowse  I do.  My  correspondent  told  me  there  were  no  lives  lost ; they  were 
wounded. 

9640.  Was  it  a riot,  and  violence  offered  by  the  poor? — I do  not  know;  I 
was  not  there. 

9641.  You  have  told  me  you  have  heard  by  letter  ?— Yes. 

9642.  Did  you  not  hear  that  it  was  a riot  occasioned  by  persons  about  the 
soup  kitchens  ? — I did. 

9643-  Was  it  not  the  poor  that  would  be  rioting  ?— Yes. 

9G44.  Persons  interested  in  getting  soup  or  labour  ? — I think  it  was  persons 
interested  in  getting  out-door  relief. 

9^45-  Chairman.]  Did  yon  not  hear  before  you  left  that  an  attack  had 
been  made  on  Mr.  Millett,  and  that  he  was  in  some  personal  danger  ? — I 
heard  it. 

9646.  When  was  that?— I really  do  not  know. 

9647.  Was  it  the  time  when  you  were  in  office  there  ? — It  was. 

9648.  Was  it  near  Ennistimon  that  you  heard  it  took  place  ? — I heard  him 
say  himself  it  was  in  the  village  of  Ennistimon. 

9^49-  Did  you  hear  whether  it  was  from  a number  of  persons  that  the 
danger  had  arisen? — No. 

9650.  What  did  you  hear  about  it  ?— I think  in  his  explanation  to  Major 
Macnamara  he  said  the  crowd  got  about  him  and  stopped  him. 

9651 . - Did  you  hear  nothing  of  it  but  what  he  said  himself  ?— I did  not. 

r 2 ' S?  nothinS  of  the  Particulars  ? — I did  not. 

9 53-  Did  you  take  that  fact  with  you  when  you  told  me  that  Ennistimon 
was  at  the  time  as  quiet  as  usual  ? — I did  not  think  of  the  circumstance  at  the 
time. 

gC.54-  Are  there  any  other  circumstances  of  the  time,  you  may  perhaps 

think 
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think  of,  if  you  had  time  to  think  of  them  ? — I should  even  say  a circumstance 
of  that  kind  would  not  disturb  the  locality. 

9655.  It  is  a matter  of  no  importance,  you  think  ?— I did  not  know  how  it 
occurred ; I only  heard  Mr.  Millett’s  statement. 

9656.  Do  you  remember  when  you  were  there  a number  of  persons  from 
Renneen  coming  into  Ennistimon  and  attacking  the  meal  carts  ?— Not  of  my 
own  knowledge. 

9657.  Did  you  hear  of  any  attack  upon  the  meal  carts  ? — I have  some  recol- 
lection of  it. 

9658.  About  what  time  r — I do  not  know. 

9659.  Was  it  a thing  of  such  common  occurrence  ?— I know  that  I heard  of 
the  R enneen  people  coming  into  Ennistimon  in  a riotous  manner  for  meal. 

9660.  About  what  time  was  that  ?— It  was  after  the  4th  of  December. 

9661.  Mr.  Solicitor- General-.]  Did  that  little  circumstance  escape  your 
memory  when  you  told  me  that  things  were  perfectly  quiet  ? — I dare  say  it 
did ; in  fact,  these  two  circumstances  I only  heard ; they  made  no  impression 
on  my  mind. 

9662.  Mr.  Rep  ton.]  Do  jmu  consider  attacking  the  meal  carts  a matter  of  no 
importance  ? — I do  indeed  think  it  a very  serious  thing  ; these  were  passing 
observations. 

9663.  Still  not  sufficient  to  deserve  any  recollection  of  it  ? — No. 

9664.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Do  not  passing  observations  of  that  kind  go 
to  make  up  the  character  as  to  the  peace  of  a country? — I should  think  so. 

9665.  Chairman.]  Were  such  occurrences  common  before  last  year  r— No.  I 
did  not  hear  it. 

9666.  Would  not,  then,  such  occurrences,  during  the  end  of  last  year,  make 
you  believe  it  was  not  quite  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  before  ? — The  occur- 
rences were  very  few,  so  few  that  I do  not  remember  them ; I have  heard  them 
before. 


9667.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Now,  having  heard  these  things,  what  do  you 
say  now  ? — I am  disposed  still  to  think  that  the  country  is  very  peaceable,  and 
always  was  very  peaceable. 

9668.  Chairman.]  From  anything  you  ever  saw  or  heard,  in  or  about  the 
beginning  of  December,  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Millett’s  life 
or  person  was  in  any  danger  from  the  excitement  of  the  people  against  him  ? — 
I do  not  think  that  his  life  was  in  danger  at  all. 

9669.  Or  his  person  ? — Or  his  person ; I do  not  indeed ; I think  the  people 
liked  Mr.  Millett  very  much. 

9(170.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Millett? — Very  intimately. 

967  Did  you  not  know  he  himself  was  under  the  apprehension  of  personal 
attacks  ? — He  never  expressed  himself  so  to  me. 

9672.  Do  you  know  whether  he  carried  pistols  ? — I do  not. 

9673-  You  never  heard  so  ? — No. 


9674.  Do  you  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  his  travelling  armed  ? — I do 
not.  I think  he  was  very  well  liked. 

9^75-  Do  you  think  there  was  any  necessity,  from  the  state  of  the  county  of 
Clare  and  the  people,  for  any  of  the  Government  officers  who  might  be  deemed 
by  them  opposed  to  their  views,  to  travel  armed  ? — No,  I do  not  think  there 
was  any  occasion  for  them  to  travel  armed. 

. 9676.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Are  you  aware  of  any  people  crowding  about 
his  lodgings  ? — I am  not  indeed.  I do  not  live  near  his  lodgings. 

0977.  Suppose  at  that  time  a mob  of  people  had  kept  about  his  lodgings, 
should  you  still  call  him  as  safe  as  ever  ? — No,  I should  think  not. 

9^78.  What  would  you  suppose  they  would  be  there  for? — I think  they 
would  get  about  him  and  induce  him  to  put  them  upon  the  works.  They  were 
Tery  clamorous. 

9^79-  If  he  refused  to  do  it,  would  you  reckon  his  safety  as  much  as  ever '? — 
Upon  my  word  I think  he  was  perfectly  safe. 

^°U  consI(Ier  y°u  are  a better  judge  of  it  than  he  ? — I do  not. 

9081.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  This  assemblage  might  take  place  without  your 

knowing  it?— Yes.  ^ 

9682.  Mr.  JV . Williams.]  From  your  impression  and  knowledge  of  the  character 
People,  do  you  think  that  if  a large  crowd  were  to  assemble  about  Mr. 

1 letts  lodgings  to  urge  him  to  put  them  to  work,  that  they  would  be  so.ill- 
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disposed  as  to  do  him  any  kind  of  injury  ? — No,  I do  not ; I have  a better 
opinion  of  them. 

9683.  Do  you  think  they  would  come  to  him  with  any  intention  of  commit- 
ting any  act  of  personal  violence  ? — I do  not. 

9684.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  Mr.  Stackpoole  O’Brien? — Yes. 

9685.  Do  you  know  whether  he  went  armed  near  Ennistimon  ? — I do  not. 

9686.  Did  you  not,  one  evening,  see  a pistol  falling  out  of  his  pocket? 

No  ; he  left  his  coat  at  my  house,  and  I was  removing  it  to  another  place ; 
I felt  it  was  very  heavy ; I hung  it  up  carefully,  but  I do  not  know  at  this 
moment  whether  there  was  a pistol  in  it  or  not. 

9687.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Should  you  consider  Mr.  Millett’s  safety  in 
jeopardy  if  a mob  of  100  or  so  were  to  attempt  to  break  open  the  door  of  his 
lodgings  ? — Well,  I do  still  think  his  personal  safety  was  quite  secure. 

9688.  Notwithstanding  ? — Notwithstanding. 

9689.  Do  you  think  that  a number  of  persons  in  a mob  about  a man’s  house 
in  that  part  of  the  country  at  night  makes  no  difference.  Suppose  Mr.  Millett 
were  to  say  100  or  150  men  kept  about  his  lodgings  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  and  some  of  them  attempted  to  break  in ; do  you  mean  to  tell  the 
Committee  that  that,  in  the  then  state  of  the  county  of  Clare,  was  no  evidence 
of  the  people’s  disposition  to  put  him  in  jeopardy  ? — I do  still  adhere  to  what 
I said,  that  Mr.  Millett  was  perfectly  secure  and  safe  from  personal  violence. 

9690.  Supposing  100  or  150  persons  clamouring  for  work  came  about  the 
officer’s  lodgings,  and  staid  there  nearly  half  the  night,  and  attempted,  some 
of  them,  to  break  into  the  house,  do  you  mean  to  tell  the  Committee  that  you 
consider  his  life  as  safe  ? — I think  his  life  was  perfectly  safe. 

9691.  Was  there  any  any  chance  of  violence  to  his  person? — I cannot  tell. 

9692-.  How  would  you  like  it  yourself  ?— I should  feel  alarmed,  or  I think  if 

they  crowded  about  me,  I would  be  very  apt  to  speak  to  them,  and  to  advise 
them  to  go  home. 

9693.  Supposing  you  did,  and  they  did  not  go  ? — I should  be  alarmed,  of 
course. 

9694.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Supposing  the  case  put  to  you,  that  150  men  were  to 
assemble  at  Mr.  Millett’s  lodgings,  in  a private  house ; if  they  were  ill-disposed 
towards  him,  would  there  be  the  least  difficulty  in  forcing  open  the  door,  and  com- 
mitting any  act  of  violence,  if  so  disposed  ? — I am  quite  sure  they  could  do  it. 

9695.  From  your  knowledge  of  his  lodgings  and  the  character  of  the  people, 
do  you  think  the  least  difficulty  would  have  occurred  in  the  people  getting  into 
his  lodgings  and  doing  him  any  injury  ? — If  they  had  an  intention  of  hurting 
him,  they  could  do  it  at  once. 

9696.  He  had  no  means  of  resisting  them  ? — Not  the  slightest ; and  there- 
fore I must  come  to  the  same  conclusion ; I do  not  think  they  had  any  inten- 
tion of  personal  violence. 

9697.  If  they  had,  he  had  no  means  of  protecting  himself? — I think  he  had 
no  means  of  preventing  them  from  doing  it. 

9698.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  police 
stationed  there  ? — Yes. 

9699.  Is  there  a police  officer  ? — Yes. 

9700.  Do  you  know  whether  the  police  officer,  or  any  police,  went  to  the 
lodgings  of  Mr.  Millett?— I am  not  aware ; I do  not  know  it. 

9701.  Mr.  W 1 Williams .]  If  Mr.  Millett  fancied  himself  in  danger,  do  you  not 

think  his  course  would  be  to  send  for  the  police? — I should  think  so. 

9702.  And  they  would  have  at  once  dispersed  this  crowd? — I should  think 
so ; I think  Mr.  Millett  was  very  much  liked. 

9703.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  If  he  says  he  was  threatened  with  personal 
violence,  and  considered  his  personal  safety  in  danger,  it  is  a delusion  on  his 
part? — He  may  feel  so. 

9704.  Do  you  not  consider  he  is  the  best  judge  of  it?— So  far  as  his  judg- 
ment  goes  he  has  the  benefit  of  it,  but  I do  not  consider  his  life  was  in  danger. 

9705.  Nor  his  person?— No;  I cannot  think  so. 

9706.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  In  the  event  of  the  person  being  unpopular, 
do  you  think  that  calling  the  police  would  be  the  natural  course  for  a person 
disposed  to  make  himself  popular  with  the  common  people  ?— No,  I do  not. 

9707.  But 
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9707.  But  probably  to  increase  his  unpopularity? — I dare  say  it  might  have 
that  effect.  I always  understood  that  Mr.  Millett  was  very  popular. 

9708.  Mr.  S.  Crawford .]  I wish  to  know  whether  in  the  district  of  Ennisti- 
mon  there  were  many  poor  persons  who  were  not  on  the  list  for  employment  ? 
I rather  think  there  were  a great  many. 

9709.  Do  you  think  there  were  persons  unemployed,  poorer  than  those  who 
were  employed  r — I do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge ; I can  only  speak  of 
what  I have  heard. 

9710.  I think  you  are  manager  of  the  loan  fund  at  Ennistimon  ?— Yes. 

9711.  Is  that  much  resorted  to  for  the  payment  of  rent  by  the  people  in 
that  country? — We  have  orders  diametrically  opposed  to  that.  I dare  not 
give  a loan  to  any  one  who  was  obliged  to  apply  it  to  pay  rent ; I dare  not 
■do  it. 

9712.  Has  it  been  resorted  to,  so  far  as  you  know,  by  persons  receiving 
wages  on  the  public  works  for  the  payment  of  rent  ? — I have  often  given  a poor 
creature  the  loan  of  a pound  until  their  pay  by  the  Board  of  Works  came  round 
.to  them ; they  complained  of  starving,  and  I gave  them  a pound  until  they 
were  paid  in  due  course  of  payment  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

9713.  Not  for  rent? — No;  there  might  be  a solitary  instance  where  money 
was  given  for  rent,  but  it  was  totally  unknown  to  me. 

9714.  It  was  not  your  intention  it  should  be  so  applied  ?— No,  I dare  not 
-do  it. 

9715.  Chairman.']  Were  you  present  at  the  investigation  on  the  10th  Decem- 
ber into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct  ? — I was. 

9716.  Did  Major  Macnamara  preside? — Yes. 

9717.  Do  you  remember  a question  arising  at  that  time,  whether  the  investi- 
gation should  be  a public  or  private  one  ? — I do. 

9718.  Who  commenced  that  conversation? — After  Major  Macnamara  was 
moved  to  the  chair,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  Captain  Wynne  said  that  he 
would  not  hold  the  investigation  in  that  public  room,  and  requested  them  to  go 
into  the  jury  room. 

9719.  Were  there  many  people  present  in  the  body  of  the  court  ? — Yes,  a 
great  crowd. 

9720.  Was  that  a presentment  session? — On  the  day  on  which  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Millett  were  to  be  heard. 

9721.  The  magistrates  present  had  a perfect  discretion  whether  they  would 
hold  it  in  a public  or  private  room  ? — I think  they  had. 

9722.  Did  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  think  it  should  be  public  ? — There 
were  no  cesspayers  there  at  the  time ; there  were  magistrates,  and  a great 
number  of  respectable  persons  in  the  body  of  the  court. 

9723.  It  was  a special  meeting  for  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  con- 
duct ? — Yes,  at  which  cesspayers  were  not  required. 

9724-  Did  the  magistrates  express  an  opinion  why  it  should  be  public  ? — It 
was  the  prevailing  opinion  on  the  bench  that  it  should  be  a public  one. 

9725.  Did  they  say  why  ? —That  the  public  officers  were  accused,  and  it 
ought  to  be  in  public.  I do  not  think  they  stated  their  reasons. 

. 9726.  What  did  Captain  Wynne  say  to  that?— That  he  would  hold  no  inves- 
tigation in  the  public  court. 

9727*  Was  there  anything  particular  in  his  manner  of  saying  that? — Yes  ; I 
thought  he  did  not  treat  Mai  or  Macnamara  with  that  courtesy  to  which  he  was 

entitled. 

9728.  Do  you  speak  of  that  in  the  same  terms  as  the  one  before? — Yes;  I 
apply  it  to  the  whole  conduct. 

9729.  Was  there  anything  that  struck  you,  except  Captain  Wynne’s  usual 
manner  of  determination  and  firmness  ? — Captain  Wynne’s  insisting  he  would 
not  hold  a meeting  in  a public  room,  or,  if  they  did  not  retire,  he  would  not 
hold  the  meeting ; at  which  time  Major  Macnamara  asked  him,  “ Pray  who  or 
what  are  you,  that  you  dictate  to  the  magistrates  and  gentry  ? I mean  you  no 
offence or  words  very  near  to  that  effect ; and  Captain  Wynne  said,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  “ It  is  no  matter  what  lam;  I am  an  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  sent  down  here  to  investigate  certain  charges  into  the  eonduct 
of  some  of  the.  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works.” 

973°-  Was  not  that  a proper  remark? — It  was  ; but  previously  his  manner 
was  not  of  that  respectful  bearing  that  the  other  officers,  I think,  showed. 

0.105.  3 t 3 9731.  Was 
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9731 . Was  there  anything  particular  that  you  observed  in  it? — He  addressed 
him  with  his  hat  on  (I  know  ray  impression  was  at  the  time),  in  a very  dis- 
respectful  manner. 

9732.  Is  not  Captain  Wynne’s  usual  manner  rather  determined  and  firm?— 
I have  not  the  honour  of  his  acquaintance,  and  I never  saw  him,  except  in 
public  meetings  of  this  kind. 

9733.  You  do  not  mean  to  state  that  there  was  anything  in  his  conduct  that 
was  intended  to  give  offence  ?— I think  it  was  calculated  to  have  that  effect. 

9734.  Was  there  any  observation  made  about  his  having  his  hat  on?— 
Major  Macnamara  took  his  hat  off  and  said,  “ When  I address  a person  in 
your  position,  I take  my  hat  off.”  We  were  very  much  astonished  that  Captain 
Wynne,  in  rather  a supercilious  maimer,  touched  his  hat  and  said,  “ I do  not 
look  upon  you  as  a court ; I am  ready  to  go  into  the  charges  if  you  adjourn  to 
a private  room.” 

9735.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  You  say  you  never  were  in  society  with 
Captain  W ynne  ? — N ever . 

9736.  You  do  not  know  him? — No  ; I came  into  a room  where  he  was  one 
day,  but  I had  not  the  honour  of  being  introduced  to  him. 

9737.  Chairman.]  Did  Major  Macnamara  seem  to  take  keeping  the  hat  on 
as  a mark  of  discourtesy  ? — Upon  my  word  we  thought  so.  I do  not  know 
whether  he  thought  it  was  usual  for  Captain  Wynne  to  interfere. 

9738.  That  was  preliminary  to  the  general  business? — So  far  preliminary 
that  the  chair  was  taken  by  Major  Macnamara. 

9739.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair  at  the  time  to 
which  you  referred  ; did  Captain  Wynne  address  him  in  the  chair  with  his  hat 
on? — Yes. 

9740.  Chairman.]  Who  was  called  to  the  chair  when  you  went  into  the  pri- 
vate room  ? — Archdeacon  Wliitty  then  took  the  chair,  as  the  meeting  resolved 
itself  into  a poor  relief  committee,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee. 

9741.  Why  was  there  a change  in  the  chairman? — Mr.  O’Brien  moved 
Major  Macnamara  into  the  chair,  when  it  was  stated  it  was  to  be  a public 
meeting ; and  when  it  was  decided  it  should  be  a meeting  of  the  committee, 
Archdeacon  Wliitty  took  his  place  as  the  usual  chairman. 

9742.  As  soon  as  that  was  completed,  did  not  Captain  Wynne  take  his  hat 
off? — Yes. 

9743 • Treating  it  more,  then,  as  a court  than  he  considered  it  before? — Yes, 
he  had  his  hat  off  then. 

9744-  Before  you  went  into  the  private  room,  had  Captain  Wynne  stated 
anything  respecting  charges,  separate  from  those  against  Mr.  Millett,  which  he 
had  to  prefer? — No. 

9745-  When  did  he  state  that? — When  the  relief  committee  were  about 
retiring,  and  they  were  all  going  away,  he  called  their  special  attention  to 
some  letters. 

9746.  In  what  way  did  he  do  it?— Very  respectfully;  he  said  he  had  cer- 
tain charges  against  some  members  of  another  committee  whom  he  saw  present, 
and  we  were  very  anxious  to  know  what  he  meant;  and  Mr.  O’Brien  called 
out  once  or  twice  cc  Name,  name  ;”  and  Captain  Wynne  pulled  the  letters  out 
of  his  pocket  and  handed  them  to  the  chairman,  and  he  said  “ The  documents 
will  speak  for  themselves.” 

9747-  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  take  them  ?— Yes. 

9748.  Did  he  read  them  ? — He  said,  funnily,  c<  Am  I to  read  all  these  long 
letters  ?”  and  Captain  Wynne  said  “ Yes  Mr.  O’Brien  said,  “ Read.” 

9749-  Did  the  chairman  commence  reading  them? — Yes. 

9750.  Did  they  turn  out  to  be  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Westropp  against 
Mr.  O’Brien  for  putting  comfortable  tenants  on  the  works  ?— Yes,  charges  ol 
that  nature. 

9751-  Did  Archdeacon  Whitty  make  any  remark  ? — On  one  or  two  occasions 
he  regretted  very  much  being  called  upon  to  read  such  letters  ; they  were  rery 
offensive. 

9752.  Were  the  charges  of  a very  serious  nature  ? — Very  offensive  and  very 
serious. 

9753-  Against  Mr.  O’Brien  personally,  and  the  Liscannor  relief  committee. 
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-Yes ; the  committee  generally,  hut  particularly  against  Mr.  John  Macuamara 
and  Mr.  O’Brien. 

>1754-  What  did  Mr.  O’Brien  say?— He  got  up  and  addressed  the  chairman 
and  called  upon  him  to  preserve  the  documents ; Captain  Wynne  said  tliev 
tvere  the  property  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  objected  to  the  chairman 
keeping  them,  and  Mr.  O Bnen  said  he  perceived  there  were  evident  marks  of 
conspiracy  m this. 

07.55-  Before  lie  desired  the  papers  should  be  kept,  had  he  made  any  remarks 
upon  the  charges  .-  Yes ; he  said  if  he  had  an  opportunity  he  would  prove 
that  Mr.  vV  estropp  s assertion  was  false  and  without  foundation 

9756.  Was  anything  said  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Captain  Wynne  in  the  way  of  a 
complaint,  m not  having  received  notice  ?— Yes  ; Mr.  O’Brien  complained  of 
the  great  want  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Works,  that  they  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Westropp  on  the  subject,  and  they  never  let  him  know  a 
word  about  it  until  that  moment. 

97.57.  Was  that  before  or  after  he  desired  the  papers  should  be  detained 
in  the  possession  of  the  chairman  ? — I think  it  was  before. 

975S.  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  any  remark  or  reply  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  when 
he  said  that  there  was  a conspiracy  against  him  ?— Yes,  his  observation  was 
‘■Those  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien  I treat  with  perfect  contempt;”  I think 
lie  used  the  word  “ contempt I do  not  know  whether  he  said  “ perfect  ” 
or  not. 

9759-^ -We  you  enabled  to  state  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  applied  the  term  “ con- 
spiracy to  the  Government  officers  as  well  as  the  other  parties,  or  only  to  Mr. 
M estropp  and  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  r — I rather  think  it  was  applied  to  the 
Government  officers  too,  because  it  was  just  at  the  time  that  Captain  Wynne 
would  not  allow  the  letters  to  be  detained. 

975*0.  When  Captain  Wynne  used  the  expression  of  contempt  towards  Mr. 
0 Brien,  did  that  produce  any  effect  upon  the  meeting  r — Yes  ; there  was  a 
very  great  burst  of  indignation  ; every  one  stood  up  with  astonishment. 

9701.  Anything  else  but  astonishment? — Yes ; one  gentleman,  a Roman- 
catholic  clergyman,  called  out  he  should  be  turned  out. 

9762.  flow  many  might  there  be  present  at  that  time  ? — I should  say  there 
were  not  30. 

9763.  Mas  there  much  excitement? — Indeed  there  was. 

9764.  What  did  they  say  ? — This  Roman-catholic  clergyman  said,  “ Turn  him 
out  . and  I heard  one  expression,  that  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  unless  lie 
apologized. 

97t>5-  Did  any  one  shake  their  fists  at  him? — I did  not  see  that;  perhaps 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanrahan,  in  making  use  of  the  expression,  did  so : they  were  all 
m a very  great  state  of  excitement  and  indignation.  I doubt  very  much  if  it 
°^jjurrech  knowing  Mr.  Hanralian’s  character,  and  knowing  him  as  I did  very 

9766.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  It  is  a matter  of  sight? — I did  not  see  it. 

9767.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  saw  110  person  with  his  hand  up  ? — I did  not, 
upon  my  honour  I did  not  see  any  person  put  his  hand  up.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
iianrahan  said  distinctly,  c‘ Turn  him  out!” 

9/68.  Might  it  have  happened?— It  might. 

970y.  Chairman.']  Did  you  see  either  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien  at 
hat.time  of  excitement  ? — They  were  both  in  the  room. 

Macna°  ^°U  ^aPPen  to  observe  them? — I was  standing  close  to  Major 

977 1 • Did  he  shake  his  fist  ? — No. 

0772.  Did  you  see  Mr.  O’Brien  do  so  ? — No. 

9773-  Did  either  of  them  go  towards  Captain  Wynne? — No;  Mr.  O’Brien 
never  left  the  position  he  was  standing  in,  and  Major  Macnamara  was  sitting 
uown  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  table. 

9774-  Did  Major  Macnamara  rise  up  at  the  time? — No. 

9775-  Several  did  ? — I did  for  one. 

9776.  Did  any  of  them  rush  towards  Captain  Wynne? — I did  not  see  any 
one  rush  towards  him  at  all. 

9777-  Did  several  of  them  rise  up? — They  did. 
of  them  any  t^iem  move  towards  Captain  Wynne  ? — I did  not  see  any 

°-105-  3 t 4 9779'  Mr* 
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9779.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  About  how  many  persons  said  ‘-'Turn  him 
out  ” ? — I heard  one,  and  that  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanralian  ; another  said  he 
ought  not  to  be  heard,  unless  he  apologized. 

9780.  How  many  voices  were  speaking  to  him? — There  might  be  two 
or  three. 

9781.  More  ? — There  might  be. 

9782.  Was  there  great  confusion? — There  was  great  indignation  and  excite- 
ment ; it  was  a very  unusual  circumstance  to  us. 

9783.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  say  anything  after  that  ? — He  said, 
« You  all  seem  to  be  very  much  excited,  gentlemen,  and  I am  perfectly  cool 
and  Archdeacon  Whitty  begged  the  meeting  would  be  quiet,  and  allow  him  to 
explain,  and  after  a little  order  was  restored,  he  made  some  explanation. 

978 4.  Did  you  hear  what  ? — I think  the  result  which  he  intended  to  convey, 
was  that  if  any  of  the  observations  were  personal  to  himself,  he  would  treat 
them  with  contempt. 

9785.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  make  any  answer  to  that? — I think  he  bowed 
assent. 

9786.  During  that  day,  with  the  exception  of  the  excitement  on  the  word 
“ contempt  ” being  used,  did  you  see  any  excitement  more  than  is  usual  in 
meetings  of  that  description  in  Ireland  ? — No,  I did  not. 

9787.  Was  there  any  excitement  in  the  court-house,  beyond  what  is  usual, 
before  you  went  into  the  private  room  ? — I did  not  perceive  it. 

9788.  Did  you  at  anytime  during  the  day  perceive  any  particular  excite- 
ment?— No. 

9789.  Did  you  see  anything  in  the  people  showing  the  slightest  disposition 
to  offer  violence  ? — I did  not. 

9790.  Did  you  see  anything  on  the  part  of  any  body  of  the  people,  which 
was  calculated  to  excite  alarm,  or  fear  of  personal  danger,  in  the  minds  of  the 
Government  officers  ? — I did  not. 

9791 . Were  there  a number  of  people  assembled  outside,  in  addition  to  those 
who  were  in  the  body  of  the  court-house  ? — I cannot  tell. 

9792.  Did  you  hear  any  cheering  outside? — I did  not;  I was  inside  with 
Major  Macnamara,  and  we  waited  there  till  the  crowd  that  were  inside  got 
away  from  the  door,  and  we  went  home. 

9793.  You  believe  the  crowd  which  you  saw,  and  for  whose  separation  you 
were  waiting,  were  those  who  had  been  previously  in  the  body  of  the  court- 
house, and  were  going  home  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

9794.  Was  there  any  violence  ? — I did  not  see. 

9795.  Why  did  you  wait  till  they  separated? — I would  be  crushed  in  going 
out. 

9796.  Was  it  from  any  fear? — Not  the  least. 

9797.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Are  you  a member  of  any  relief  committee? — I was  01 
the  Ennistimon  committee  of  184G. 

9798.  Were  you  this  year  ? — No. 

9799.  Did  you  attend  any  number  of  the  meetings? — I did  not;  my  other 
avocations  were  so  numerous  I could  not  attend,  so  I resigned ; I attended  on 
one  or  two  occasions. 

9800.  Chairman.]  Were  you  present  at  the  investigation  at  Liscannor  on 
the  17th  December,  upon  these  charges  of  Mr.  Westropp  ? — I was. 

9801.  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair  ? — Yes. 

9802.  Were  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  present  ? — Captain  Wynne  was 
present,  and  Mr.  Gamble  also. 

9803.  Do  you  know  a person  of  the  name  of  Daniel  Neylan? — I saw  him 
there. 

9804.  Did  you  know  him  before  ? — I did  not.  , 

9805.  Did  you  learn  who  he  was  on  that  occasion  ?— I heard  he  was  the 
person  who  brought  the  charges,  but  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge-  ^ 

9806.  Did  you  hear  any  witnesses  examined  ? — He  brought  up  several  per- 
sons ; he  called  them  by  their  names,  and  they  came  up.  f 

9807.  Where  were  they  when  he  called  them  by  their  names?— S°me 
them  were  in  the  room,  some  were  outside. 

9808.  Did  you  distinctly  hear  him  call  some  by  their  names/and  the  persons 
come  up  in  answer  to  that  application  ? — I cannot  tax  my  memory  wnetn 
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he  called  them  by  their  names  or  not ; but  I saw  him  beckoning  them  to 
come  up. 

9809.  When  he  made  that  beckoning,  did  persons  come  up  ? — Yes,  some 
few. 

9810.  Do  you  remember  a policeman  being  sent  out  to  inquire  whether  there 
were  other  persons  ? — I do,  by  Captain  Wynne’s  orders. 

9811.  Was  that  done  as  to  all  the  witnesses  ? — The  policeman  came  out  and 
said,  “ Is  there  any  one  there  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  having  complaints 
against  the  Liscannor  committee  ?” 

9812.  Was  that  before  Daniel  Neylan  brought  them  up? — It  was  at  last. 

9813.  How  many  were  brought  up  by  Daniel  Neylan? — I was  not  there  at 
the  beginning ; but  I should  think  there  were  seven  or  eight  during  my  time. 

9814.  How  many  of  those  seven  or  eight  were  beckoned  by  Daniel  Neylan? 
— I cannot  tell. 

9815.  Did  you  hear  questions  put  to  them  ? — I did. 

9816.  Did  you  hear  their  answers  ?— Their  answer  was,  that  they  had  no 
complaint  at  all;  they  seemed  quite  surprised  they  were  asked  such  a 
question. 

9817.  When  no  other  person  answered  or  came  forward  to  substantiate  the 
charge,  did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  say  anything  ? — Yes  ; I heard  Captain 
Wynne  state  to  Mr.  O’Brien  he  was  very  happy  to  perceive  that  Mr.  West- 
ropp’s  charges  were  utterly  groundless;  I think  those  were  the  words  he 
used. 

9818.  Do  you  not  think  he  said  "utterly  unproved”? — I think  he  said 
utterly  groundless,  or  utterly  unproved ; some  such  expression  as  that. 

9819.  Did  he  say  whether  he  would  report  it  to  the  Board  or  not? — He 
said  he  would  make  as  strong  a report  to  the  Board  as  he  could. 

9820.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Are  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country 
ready  to  give  evidence  ? — I cannot  answer  whether  they  are  or  not. 

9821.  I ask  you  whether  or  not  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country  are, 
in  your  opinion,  ready  to  give  evidence  ? — In  the  peculiar  position  I am  in,  as 
clerk  at  petty  sessions,  where  the  witnesses  are  sworn,  I cannot  say  whether 
there  is  an  unwillingness  on  their  part  to  give  their  evidence. 

9822.  Sworn  or  not  sworn,  are  the  people  in  your  country  averse  to  giving 
evidence  ? — I assure  you  I never  saw  anything  in  that  country  to  make  me 
come  to  that  conclusion. 

9823.  Chairman.']  Were  you  a member  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? 
—No,  I was  not. 

9824.  Was  not  the  investigation  which  was  to  take  place  regarding  the 
conduct  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — It  was. 

9525.  How  came  you  to  attend  the  committee  if  you  were  not  a member  of 
it  ? — I dined  at  Birchfield  that  day,  and  Mr.  Kitson  took  me  in  his  gig,  and 
then  I called  in. 

9526.  You  called  in  at  the  meeting  as  you  went? — Yes;  I proceeded  from 
there  to  Birchfield. 

9827.  Had  any  person  desired  you  to  attend? — No;  I confess  I was  very 
anxious  to  hear  the  result  of  it. 

9828.  You  heard  the  charge  made  ? — Yes,  I did. 

9829.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  After  you  heard  what  took  place,  after  the  inquiry 
made  by  Captain  Wynne  of  the  charges  brought  against  the  two  Honourable 
Members  for  Clare,  do  you  think  that  he  was  justified  in  using  these  words  in 
his  report  of  the  proceedings  to  the  Board  in  Dublin  : “ Some  of  Dean  Stack- 
poole’s tenants  were  present,  but  they  were  not  disposed  to  substantiate  the 
charges  alluded  to”? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

9830.  Do  you  think  it  was  fair  to  say  they  were  not  disposed,  or  think  it  is 
an  unfair  description  of  what  occurred  at  that  meeting  ? — I do  think  it  was. 
I think  Captain  Wynne’s  remark  was  rather  unfair,  to  say  there  were  some  of 
Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  there  who  were  unwilling  to  come  forward.  I think 
they  all  had  a fair  chance ; they  were  called  and  recalled,  and  Mr.  O’Brien 
implored  them  on  many  occasions  to  tell  the  truth,  and  not  to  withhold  any- 
thing. 

9831.  Was  there  full  publicity  in  the  neighbourhood  that  the  inquiry  was 
to  take  place  on  this  particular  day  ? — They  had  seven  days’  notice  of  it ; and 
a thing  of  that  kind  gets  afloat  very  quickly. 

0.105.  * 3 U 9832.  Mr. 
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9832.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Could  the  answers  given  by  those  persons  wh 

were  called  as  the  tenants  be  satisfactory  to  the  Government  officer  ? Tl  ° 

Government  officer  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied. 

9833.  That  is  not  my  question  ?— They  were  called  up ; they  had  no  com- 
plaints  to  make. 

9834.  Did  they  give  any  evidence  of  their  complaints  ? — They  said  they  had 

none.  y 

9835.  You  reckon  they  had  a fair  chance?— They  were  asked  if  they  had 

any  complaint ; and  Mr.  O’Brien  implored  them,  if  they  had  any  complaint 
manfully  to  state  it.  1 5 

9836.  And  is  it  your  opinion,  that  the  people  there  would  have  no  aversion 

to  come  forward  and  give  evidence  if  they  had  any  complaint  to  make  ? No 

9837.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Had  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  they  had  anv 
complaints  to  make?— No,  I had  not.  I heard  the  charges  put  forward  and  I 
was  anxious  to  hear  them  gone  into. 

9838.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Do  you  think  any  feeling  of  fear  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  if  they  gave  any  evidence  displeasing  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— I 
do  not  think  they  had  any  reason  of  the  kind. 

9839.  Have  you  ever  had  an  instance  of  Mr.  O’Brien  having  oppressed  any 
man  that  was  supposed  to  have  said  or  done  anything  contrary  to  his  wishes 
or  feelings  ? — His  general  character  would  lead  me  to  a directly  opposite 
opinion  ; I have  known  him  a great  many  years  before. 

9840.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Are  you  in  any  other  profession  or  way  of 
business  except  being  clerk  to  the  magistrates  ? — No,  except  manager  of  the 
loan  funds. 

9841.  Were  you  brought  up  as  a lawyer? — No. 

9842.  Chairman.]  Were  you  in  the  navy  ?— Yes,  I have  been  in  the  navy. 

9843.  In  what  capacity  ? — As  midshipman. 

9844.  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  general  character;  does  Major 
Macnamara  also  rank  very  high  in  that  neighbourhood  ? — I should  say  that 
anything  I could  say  of  either  of  the  Honourable  Members  could  do  them  very 
little  good,  for  their  characters  are  so  exalted  that  any  observation  would 
be  perfectly  needless  on  my  part. 

9845.  Do  you  know  whether  a portion  of  the  estate  which  is  managed  by 
Mr.  Stackpoole  O’Brien  is  in  the  Ennistimon  district  ?— Yes,  a large  portion 
of  it. 

9846.  Are  the  tenants  principally  composed  of  very  small  farmers  ? — Yes, 
and  wretchedly  poor. 

9S47.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Stackpoole  O’Brien,  as  receiver  of  that 
property,  has  given  employment  to  those  small  holders  ?— Yes,  a great  deal 
lately,  during  the  last  three  or  four  months. 

9848.  What  sort  of  employment  ? — Tilling  a great  quantity  of  land  there ; I 
paid  3 7 1 in  one  week  for  employment  for  him. 

9849.  Do  you  know  the  agricultural  works  that  are  carried  on  under  a person 
employed  by  him  acquainted  with  land  ? — Yes  ; he  got  a steward  from  Colonel 
Wyndham. 

9850.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Was  that  employment  in  tillage  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien 
after  the  reduction  took  place  in  the  public  works  ? — Yes,  it  was  just  at  the 
time. 


Mr.  John  Cullinam , called  in ; and  Examined. 


9851.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  Secretarv  to  the  Inchiquin,  Kilmally,  and  Ennis 
relief  committees  of  the  county  of  Clare  ?— I have  been. 

9852.  When  did  you  begin  to  be  secretary  ?— At  their  formation. 

9853.  How  long  have  you  been  secretary  ?— I am  still  secretary  to  the  Ennis 
relief  committee. 

9854.  When  did  you  cease  with  the  other  three?— The  latter  end  of 
March. 

9855.  Did  you  attend  the  meetings  of  those  from  the  time  they  were  esta- 
blished ?— Yes. 

9856.  Were  you  present  at  all  the  meetings  to  which  Captain  Wynne  has 
referred  ? — I should  say  so. 

9857*  What 
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9857.  What  was  your  profession  before  you  were  secretary? — I have  been  in 
trade. 

9S5S.  What  trade  ? — The  woollen  trade. 

9859.  Are  you  a landowner  ? — No,  I am  not. 

9S60.  Were  you  at  the  time  you  were  secretary  to  those  committees  ?— I 
was  not. 

9861.  Did  you  occupy  land? — No,  never. 

9862.  Do  you  remember  the  revision  of  the  lists  of  Ennis  relief  committee  ? 
- — Yes. 

9863.  Had  you  prepared  the  original  lists  ? — I think  your  question  has  refer- 
ence  to  the  Inchiquin  list. 

9864.  Had  you  assisted  in  preparing  the  Inchiquin  list? — Yes. 

9865.  Were  you  present  at  then*  revision? — Yes. 

9866.  In  any  of  those  committees  with  which  you  were  connected  as  secre- 
tary, did  you  know  of  any  conduct  which  deserved  the  imputation  of  their 
“having  been  effected  upon  principles  of  injustice  and  cruelty”? — lam  not 
aware. 

9867.  Had  you  any  rule  for  putting  persons  on  the  list  of  those  committees  ? 
—The  members  of  the  committee  generally  put  on  the  names  of  those  who 
they  believed  required  employment.  I do  not  know  the  parties  much ; I merely 
took  down  the  names  as  they  were  given  to  me. 

9868.  Were  they  given  to  you,  or  to  the  chairman  of  the  relief  committee, 
in  committee  ? — They  were  given  to  me,  and  I got  the  chairman  to  sign  them. 

9869.  Was  any  investigation  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  put 
upon  the  lists  ? — The  district  was  a very  large  one,  and  the  persons  connected 
with  each  district  investigated  the  claims  of  the  parties  for  that  district. 

9870.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  I rather  think  they 
did  so. 

9871.  Have  you  any  reason  for  thinking  so? — I frequently  saw  them  com- 
pare one  man’s  condition  with  another,  and  give  their  preference  to  one  before 
another. 

9872.  You  have  seen  persons  making  a selection,  as  you  believe,  from 
inquiries  into  their  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

9873.  Did  either  you,  or  the  chairman,  or  the  committee,  make  any  further 
inquiries,  or  were  they  taken  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  person  who 
gave  them  in  ? — There  was  a census  first  taken  of  the  condition  of  the  people 
in  the  barony,  and  each  man’s  condition  and  the  number  of  family  was  taken 
down,  and  when  application  was  made  by  them,  reference  was  made  to  the 
registry  and  census. 

9874.  Was  there  any  column  in  the  list  for  the  number  of  cattle  that  any 
person  held  ? — I do  not  think  there  was. 

9875.  Was  it  your  duty  as  secretary  to  enter  the  names  of  parties  on  the 
relief  lists  in  any  books  or  registry  ? — No  ; because  the  names  were  invariably 
registered. 

9876.  Did  you  not  receive,  at  a subsequent  period,  lists  from  the  Govern- 
ment officers  with  the  column  for  cattle  ? — Yes,  afterwards  we  did. 

9^77-  Did  anybody  fill  up  those  columns  for  cattle  when  the  lists  came  in 
with  that  addition  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  did ; I am  not  quite  positive  ; 
but  I rather  think  they  did  not.  It  was  the  quantity  of  land,  I think,  that  was 
generally  required. 

9 S 7 8 . If  there  were  a column  for  cattle,  why  did  not  the  committee,  in  giving 
in  the  lists,  fill  in  that  column  as  they  did  the  column  for  land  ? — When  the 
census  was  first  taken  it  was  merely  the  quantity  of  land,  and  they  had  not 
the  means  of  ascertaining  afterwards  the  condition  and  quantity  of  stock  that 
each  person  held. 

9S79-  Had  not  the  person  who  made  out  the  list  for  the  particular  locality 
the  means  of  ascertaining  what  cattle  each  person  had  ? — The  list  was  generally 
made  out  in  each  parish  by  one  person. 

9880.  Had  he  not  the  means  of  filling  up  the  column  for  cattle? — I should 
say  he  had. 

9881.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  or  not? — I do  not;  in  some  instances  it 
was^done,  and  in  some  instances  it  was  neglected. 

9^82.  Did  you  or  the  committee  make  any  remonstrance  with  those  who  sent 
0.105.  3 u 2 them 
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them  in  without  that  column  being  filled  up;— I never  heard  any  remon- 
strance 

98S3.  Why  was  there  not?— I cannot  say  ; I merely  did  what  I was  requested 
to  do  by  the  committee. 

08S4.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  receive  instructions  from  the  com- 
mittee to  fill  it  up,  or  have  inquiry  made  why  it  was  omitted  ? — No. 

0885  Chairman.]  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  removing  a numberof 
persons  from  the  works'— I remember  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  attend- 
ing at  Corofin,  and  stating  that  the  works  were  crowded 

0886  I observe,  in  the  letter  of  November  26th,  Captain  Wynne  states, 

“ At  Corofin,  on  Tuesday,  assisted  by  Colonel  Synge,  to  whose  honesty  and 
intrepidity  I feel  much  indebted,  we  proved  at  least  100  cases  where  the  com- 
fortable farmer  has  been  left  on  the  list,  while  his  neighbour,  possessed  of 
nothing  in  the  world  but  his  spade  and  his  limbs,  has  been  struck  off.”  Were 
you  present  at  Corofin’— I was  there  on  that  occasion  ; the  reduction  which 
took  place  was  previous  to  that,  I should  say. 

0887.  Did  Captain  Wynne,  on  that  day  and  on  that  occasion  when  you 
were  present,  prove  at  least  100  cases  where  comfortable  farmers  had  been  left 
on  the  list I believe  not.  , . , . , - 

nSSS.  Do  you  remember  at  that  meeting  anything  being  done  for  removing 
a number  of  persons  who  ought  not  to  have  been  on  the  lists .'  Colonel  Synge 
had  a list  of  some  10  or  12  persons,  and  after  inquiring  into  their  condition, 
there  were  two  names  struck  off;  there  were  others  referred  to,  but  on  looking 
over  the  registry  they  did  not  appear  to  be  recommended  by  the  committee 
at  all. 

9889.  Mr.  Solicitor -General]  Are  we  to  understand  that  there  were  only  two 
struck  off? — X do  not  remember  more  than  two. 

9890.  Hare  you  looked  to  see ?— I was  particularly  desirous  to  take  down 

the  names.  , . 

9891.  Have  you  looked  to  the  list  to  see  if  there  were  only  two  struck  oil . 
— Two  were  only  struck  off  the  registry  upon  that  occasion. 

9892.  Have  you  looked  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  only  two  were 

struck  off  ?— I took  them  off  by  the  desire  of  the  committee.  I struck  off  two 
names.  _ , 

9593.  Only  two  were  taken  off  ? — Only  two  were  taken  off,  that  I remem  . 

9594.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  to  what  transaction  Captain  Wynne  alludes, 
when  he  says  “We  proved  at  least  100  cases  where  the  comfortable  armf|j 
has  been  left  on  the  list  while  his  neighbour,  possessed  of  nothing  in  the  wor 

but  his  spade .”  Was  any  suggestion  made  by  Captain  Wynne  or  Oo  one 

Synge  of  100  comfortable  persons  at  a previous  time  having  been  proved  ^ o e 
on  the  lists? — Colonel  Synge  held  a list  in  his  hand  of  10  or  12  persons, 
I should  say  not  more,  and  he  went  into  some  of  them ; the  day  was  so  s or  ^ 
and  he  had  so  long  a distance  to  ride  home,  he  said  he  could  not  wait  to  in- 
vestigate the  others,  but  there  were  others  which  he  had  no  doubt  shou 
struck  off.  . . , • r.  inn 

9895.  Did  you  not  hear  a reference  made  to  a former  inquiry,  at  wine 
persons  were  found  to  be  improperly  put  upon  the  lists  ? No,  there  was 
reference  to  a former  inquiry ; there  was  a general  reduction  which  took  p 
previous  to  that. 

9896.  What  do  you  call  a general  reduction  ? — A reduction  of  the  pers 

employed  in  the  whole  barony.  • , . . 

9897.  Was  it  a reduction  made  in  selecting  all  the  persons?  A reduc 
made  according  to  the  census  of  1841. 

9898.  Did  they  ever  thereby  strike  off  persons  in  comfortable  circumstan 
who  never  ought  to  be  put  on? — No,  they  did  not;  they  stated  there  w 
4,502  names. 

9899.  Mr.  Bellew .]  What  month  was  that? — In  November. 

9900.  Chairman .]  Did  you  see  the  list  that  Colonel  Synge  brought  to  t e 

meeting? — Yes.  . . . , 3 

9901.  Did  you  look  it  over  yourself? — No,  I did  not;  he  held  it  m his 

9902.  Did  you  read  the  names? — No,  he  read  out  part  of  the  names. 

9903.  Were  you  near  enough  to  him  to  see  the  paper,  and  be  quite  ce^ej.e 
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there  were  not  more  than  10  or  12  names  upon  it  ? — I should  think  there  were  Mr.  J.  Cullinam. 

not  more  than  that.  I was  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  a person  who  assisted  

him  in  that,  of  the  name  of  Ryan,  who  afterwards  came  and  told  me  he  should  14  June  l847* 
have  to  visit  Corofin  again,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  employ  those  persons 
whom  Colonel  Synge  stated  ought  to  have  been  employed,  and  he  gave  me  a 
list  of  10  or  12  persons. 

0904.  Who  did  not  put  them  on  the  works  ? — The  committee. 

9005.  Had  Captain  Wynne  a list  which  he  produced  ? — Captain  Wynne  said 
he  had  other  parties. 

9906.  Was  there  any  allegation  made,  that  100  persons  were  left  on  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  destitute  ? — I did  not  hear  any  allegation  to  that  effect. 

0907.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Was  any  evidence  on  the  subject  taken  ? — There 
was  merely  a resolution  passed  by  the  committee. 

9908.  What  was  it  ? — I should  think  it  was,  that  a number  of  persons  still 
continued  on  the  works,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  destitute  poor. 

(5909.  Will  you  read  it  ? — It  was  on  the  24th  November  when  this  took 
place.  “ After  a general  scrutiny  of  the  entire  lists,  it  appears  that  several 
persons  are  still  continued  on  the  works,  who  should  be  removed,  and  more 
destitute  persons  placed  in  their  stead.” 

9910.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Who  signs  that? — Thomas  Crowe,  jun.,  Esq. 

9911.  Chairman.]  Did  you  use  the  expression,  “ several  persons  ” ? — Several 
persons.  There  were  only  two  taken  off ; there  were  several  persons  alluded  to, 
but  who  were  not  recommended  by  the  committee.  Colonel  Synge  complained 
that  persons  were  employed  upon  the  public  works ; but  on  referring  to  our 
registry,  we  found  they  were  not  recommended  by  the  committee. 

9912.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Was  that  resolution  in  consequence  of  a remonstrance 
on'the  part  of  Captain  Wynne  or  Colonel  Synge  ? — No ; it  was  the  result  of 
the  day’s  proceedings. 

9913.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  the  resolution  come  to  during  the  time 
that  Captain  Wynne  and  Colonel  Synge  were  engaged  in  their  proof  of  com- 
fortable persons  being  placed  on  ? — It  was  at  the  conclusion  of  the  day’s  pro- 
ceedings, I rather  think,  the  resolution  was  come  to. 

9914.  Are  you  sure? — I think  it  was. 

9915.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  the  proof  given  by  Captain  Wynne  and 
Colonel  Synge,  that  the  resolution  was  come  to  ? — Unquestionably  it  was. 

9916.  It  was  not  the  committee’s  own  doing? — No  ; it  was  on  the  19th  of 
November.  This  was  the  resolution  : “ That  it  appears  that  several  persons  are 
continued  on  the  works,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  more  destitute  poor,  and  that 
such  arises  from  their  task-works  not  being  yet  measured  ; it  is  requested  that 
Mr.  Petty  will  cause  a measurement  to  be  made  of  the  several  tasks,  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  persons  on  the  revised  lists  only 
should  be  employed.” 

9917.  Chairman.]  Captain  Wynne  says,  in  his  evidence,  the  whole  day  was 
taken  up  in  the  discussion  of  two  cases ; was  the  whole  day  taken  up  in  the 
discussion  of  two  cases  ? — There  was  a great  deal  of  the  day  taken  up  in  that 
discussion. 

9918.  Were  there  other  cases  proved  besides  those  two? — Not  any  proved; 
there  were  allegations  by  Colonel  Synge  that  persons  were  on  the  works  who 
ought  not  to  be.  It  appeared  that  they  were  not  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  of  course  they  were  not  answerable  for  them. 

99 1 9-  Have  you  any  belief  as  to  the  number  ? — No,  I have  not. 

9920.  Did  you  ever  hear  so  many  as  100  stated  in  the  list? — No,  I could  not 
say  100  exactly;  I heard  a general  complaint  by  Captain  Wynne  that  persons 
in  independent  circumstances  were  on  the  works. 

9921.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  hear  a similar  complaint  from  Colonel 
Synge  r — Except  as  regarded  the  list  he  had  in  his  hand,  I do  not  think  that 
there  was  any  complaint  from  him. 

9922.  Do  you  think  that  list  contained  about  100  names  r — I am  quite  sure 
it  did  not  contain  20.  Captain  Wynne  said  he  had  a list  also,  independent  of 
the  list  which  Colonel  Synge  had. 

9923.  Chairman.]  From  your  knowledge,  as  acting  secretary  of  these  com- 
mittees, and  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  do  you  think  there  were  more 
‘fen  than  100  of  comfortable  persons  at  that  time  who  were  left  on  the  list,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  more  destitute  ? — I do  not  think  there  were  any  destitute 

0.105.  3 xr  3 persons 
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Mr.  J.  Cuttimm.  persons  excluded  by  the  committee ; I am  not  aware  that  there  wer  ■, 

happen  that  persons  destitute  were  left  off,  but  they  were  not  Irf  ls  , ^ 

14  June  1S47.  purpose  of  putting  on  independent  persons,  to  my  knowledge  ™ f°r  tlle 

9924.  Can  you  state  what  the  fact  was,  whether  there  were  inn  „ 

persons,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  left  on  the  list  to  the  exel„«iJ. 
destitute  ? — I cannot  state  there  were.  " on  0 

9925.  Do  you  believe  there  were  many?— From  time  to  time  deuHr  . 

persons  presented  themselves  for  employment,  and  during  that  time  h 
persons  in  more  independent  circumstances  were  on.  D perhaps 

9926.  What  was  the  practice  of  your  committee;  did  you  ever  1™,  « 

destitute  persons  at  the  same  time  you  put  on  comfortable  persons  “ 
that  I am  aware  of.  1 in  ever, 

9927.  If  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  had  presented  themseb-r  . 
the  same  time  that  persons  who  were  more  destitute,  had  you  anv  ™l»  if 
which  you  would  act  ’-The  most  destitute  persons  were  generally  „u  o!y 
invariably  put  on,  I should  say,  so  far  as  I know,  by  the  committees/  1 * 

9928.  Supposing  a more  comfortable  person  was  on  the  works  'and  a 

destitute  person  applied,  would  you  have  endeavoured  to  have  put’ off  the  com- 
fortable person  to  put  on  the  destitute  ? — The  course  pursued  was  for  the  des" 
titute  person  to  point  out  a person  more  independent  than  himself  who  was  on 
the  works  and  if  he  did  that,  the  more  independent  would  be  removed  and  he 
would  be  placed  in  his  stead.  emoveu,  and  he 

9929.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Did  they  uniformly  do  that?— It  has  han- 

pened ; I was  merely  acting  for  the  committee.  P 

993°.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  threw  upon  a destitute  person  the  onus 
of  pointing  out  some  one  who  was  not  in  destitution,  before1  vou  gave  him 
admission  on  the  works  ?-That  was  done,  in  some  instances.  ‘ ® 

„f  593.1.;  O/icnrman.]  Had  you  any  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  line  or  limit 

to  you?-No;  the  iist  ™ 

obserTe  in.  ,tbe  ““lite  you  toad  you  allude  to  removing  them  as 
not  remm  o T™  task-work  i was  that  the  reason  that  you  could 

—Yes  ^ ’ Untl1  they  g0t  their  pay  for  work  which  they  had  done? 

moved3;  And  aS-  S°.°“  as  tbey  got  Pa!d  they  were  removed  ?— They  were  re- 
mo\eclJ  m some  instances.  J 

de^Hnl'in/1'  Bdlew')  Th?  census  would  form  no  test  of  comparison  as  to 
“2  01,  c°mfor  i lt  show  there  was  one-fifth  destitute  out  of 

S Wl  ’ bU  wo“show  the  individuals  ?— If  an  individual  with  a 
deslLte  W6re  PU‘  d0™  With°Ut  any  Iauds>  his  state  would  be  more 

bnftfe  q^TlarId  ^ U°‘  °“ly  the  number  of  family, 

cenS/s*''  Statford  O’Brien.]  If  you  had  the  most  available  resources  in  the 
not  sdect  them aS  ^ reaS°n  t0  “*  tbe  destitute  whom  t0  select?— We  could 

he9?l/l'.T/,e.CenT™uldoaPply  to  all  the  district’— Not  to  all;  there  might 
other  ^ 1 S0I1S  having  ^ve  acres  of  lands,  and  one  much  poorer  than  the 

o/r^ST  they  bad  or  other  reasons  1— There  might  be  a variety 

than  another /ith  five  acrS.tkfiVe  °f  land  would  be  more  ^dependent 

9040  SCv/°til;d  be  known  by  the  Persons  in  ‘be  locahty  ?— Yes. 
we?e  many  disLve.  i™  TU  them  tbe  responsibility  of  proving  it  ?-There 
904^  Wo/ it'  *lW^ere  there  ,Waano  “ember  of  the  committee 
member  of  flip  J?r^ctlce  Y?u  adopted  confined  to  those  localities  in  which  no 
St  the  Sth  committee  resided  1-Recourse  was  not  had  to  that  until 
a destitute  cW  ’ 4wh™  *e  reduction  took  place,  and  when  persons  of 

0040  Ahnilt  1 ,PUt  °®’  8tdP  *eaTing  on  persons  who  were  independent. 

• £b°ub  wbat  time  was  that  ’-About  March. 

tion  Sent  in  y.°Ut°  Say  that  the  system.was  not  put  into  opera- 

that  Putin  March  fw  represented  in  the  relief  committee  ? — Not  only 
very5  correct  one  -he  ',beQ  reduction  took  place,  the  reduction  was  not  a 
rery  collect  one,  because  it  took  place  from  information  that  the  inspecting 

officers 
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officers  got  from  check  clerks  and  stewards,  and  they  sometimes  gave  it  partially 
and  removed  destitute  persons,  leaving  on  more  independent  persons  and 
those  destitute  came  to  complain  of  that ; and  the  inspecting  officer  and  the 
committee  told  them,  if  they  could  find  out  any  person  more  independent 
than  them  on  the  works,  they  should  be  taken  off. 

9944-  Do  you  say  the  inspecting  officer  told  them  ? — Yes. 

994 5-  This  was  not  confined  to  the  relief  committees,  but  applies  also  to 
the  inspecting  officer  r — Yes. 

9946.  About  what  time  was  that? — The  20th  March. 

9947.  How  long  did  it  last  ?— It  was  after  the  time  of  Captain  Wynne. 

9948.  Chairman.']  When  the  destitute  person  applying  was  desired  to 
point  our  some  person  in  more  independent  circumstances,  was  the  list  so  full 
that  the  destitute  could  not  be  put  on  in  addition,  but  some  person  must  be 
removed  to  make  place  for  him  ? — Some  person  should  be  removed. 

9949.  Mr.  Solicitor-General]  Suppose  a man  came  in  destitution,  and  you 
asked  him  to  point  out  some  one  in  comfortable  circumstances,  or  better  cir- 
cumstances, . in  the  list,  and  he  could  not  do  it,  what  happened  r— If  a man 
of  more  destitute  circumstances  came,  he  was  put  on,  I should  think. 

9950.  Supposing  he  were  in  destitute  circumstances  enough  to  be  put  on 
the  list,  and  that  he  could  not  show  a person  in  more  comfortable  circum- 
stances, did  you  not  put  him  on?— No,  if  there  was  not  room.  The  officers 
would  not  put  on  more  than  they  could  employ. 

9951.  What,  proof  did  you  make  him  give  you  of  a man  in  better  cir- 
cumstances being  on  ? — His  showing  to  the  inspecting  officer  or  to  the  com- 
mittee that  he  had  either  land  or  stock,  and  that  he  himself  had  none. 

9952.  Did  you  give  him  the  list  to  go  by,  or  did  he  name  the  man  without  ? 
—A  person  who  has  neighbours,  if  he  knew  their  circumstances,  brought  it  to 
the  committee. 

9953 • Mr.  IV.  TVilliams.]  Have  you  known  any  instances  of  check  clerks  plac- 
ing persons  on  the  works  without  the  sanction  of  the  committee  ? — I have 
heard  the  committees  frequently  complain  of  that. 

9954.  Did  you.  know  any  instance  of  it  ? — I have  heard  several  instances 
brought  forward  in  committees  of  those  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  Board 
of  Works  putting  on  persons  who  were  not  recommended  by  the  committees. 

9955-_  Were  they  a very  destitute  class,  or  a class  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances?— They  were  generally  the  most  independent  class,  because  they  were 
persons  best  able  to  fee  them ; that  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee. 

9956.  Were  they  persons  in  your  opinion  in  a condition  of  comfort,  such  as 
the  relief  committees  would  have  refused  to  employ  ? — There  was  one  instance 
in  which  four  out  of  a family  were  employed ; it  was  stated  they  were  em- 
ployed, and  on  referring  to  the  register  we  found  they  were  not  marked  by 
the  committee  at  all,  not  one  of  them. 

99 57-  They  were  placed  on  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes. 

9958.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — I heard  that 
in  committee,  and  I saw  the  inquiry  into  it. 

9959.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  That  inquiry  proved  correct?— It  was  quite  clear 
that  four  persons  in  a family  who  ought  never  to  have  been  on,  were  on,  and 
they  were  put  on  by  the  stewards  and  check  clerks. 

99&°-  Chairman.]  By  whom  ? — The  person  charged  was  a man  of  the  name 
of  Rowan. 

99^1.  Did  you  report  that  to  the  superior  officer  r — I think  Captain  Wynne 
was  at  the  meeting  at  which  that  was  stated ; he  was  at  a meeting  subse- 
quently, where  some  inquiries  were  looked  for  into  it. 

9902.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Was  any  inquiry  made  ? — There  was  a resolu- 
tion come  to,  requesting  Mr.  Gamble  to  have  these  persons  summoned  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  before  the  committee. 

99^3-  Chairman.]  When  was  that? — The  30th  January  1847- 

9904-  Captain  Wynne  says  he  was  not  present  then? — On  the  30th  January 
184“,  a meeting  took  place  of  the  Kilmealy  relief  committee,  and  this  was 
the  resolution,  “ That  Mr.  Gamble  be  requested  to  cause  Matthew  Raughan, 
steward,  and  Henry  Green,  check  clerk,  to  be  summoned  before  the  committee 
^Saturday  next,  the  6th  February;  also  Moran,  check  clerk  on  the  Ivy 
Will  Road,  Carrigan,  steward,  Thomas  Kinnard,  John  Galvin,  labourers  on  the 
•nockatona  Road.”  This  resolution  was  written  by  me  and  enclosed  to  Mr. 

°-10o-  3 u 4 Gamble. 


Mr.  T.  Ctiliinam. 


14  June  1847. 
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.Mr.  J.  Cullinam.  Gamble.  Mr.  Gamble  replied,  by  saying,  “He  could  not  withdraw  those  r»erc 

from  the  public  works.”  persons 

14  June  1847.  9965.  Have  you  got  his  answer? — No,  but  that  is  the  effect  of  his  answer 

If  I do  not  mistake,  I think  he  stated  that  unless  some  specific  reason  "were 
given  for  withdrawing  those  men,  he  could  not  bring  them  in. 

• 9966.  Was  the  complaint  made  that  they  had  been  improperly  put  on :— 
There  was  no  complaint  made  in  the  letter,  except  the  resolution  I read 

•9967.  Was  the  complaint  ever  made  to  him  particularly? — I am  not  aware 
that  it  was. 

9968.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Who  is  Ralph  Cullinam  on  the  committee  • is 
he  anything  to  you  ? — My  brother. 

9969.  In  what  way  of  life  is  he  ? — A farmer. 

9970.  Chairman.]  Do  you  remember  Marcus  Keene,  when  he  was  in  the 

chair,  saying,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Gamble’s  answer,  that  it  was  a very  proper 
one?— I do  not  remember.  F 

997 1 . When  Mr  .‘Gamble  said  he  could  not  withdraw  the  men  without  specific 
reason,  why  did  you  not  state  a specific  charge,  or  apprise  the  committee  of  it? 
— I could  not  take  upon  myself  to  write  to  a gentleman  without  the  direction 
of  the  committee. 

9972.  Why  was  it  not  done  afterwards  ? — The  next  day  was  appointed,  and 
there  was  a resolution  on  the  subject. 

9973.  Was  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter  read  at  that  meeting? — Yes,  it  was.  Mr. 
Gamble  declined  to  bring  forward  these  men,  and  they  did  not  choose  to  °-o 
into  any  further  inquiry  about  it. 

9974.  Did  he  not  decline,  unless  a specific  charge  was  stated? — Yes. 

9975-  Did  it  not  stand,  that  if  a specific  charge  were  stated,  he  would  then 

bring  them  forward? — So  it  would  appear. 

9976.  Why  did  you  not  make  that  specific  charge  ? — Because  it  was  not  my 
duty. 

9977.  Do  you  know  why  the  committee  did  not  do  it?— I do  not. 

9978.  Mr..  Bellew.]  Did  you  not  state  that  there  were  no  comfortable  people 
on  the  Ennis  relief  committee  lists  ? — As  far  as  I am  aware,  I was  not  at  all 
cognizant  of  it. 

997 9-  In  the  circumstances  of  Ennis,  did  you  know  pensioners  receiving 
1 6 d.}  a day  on  the  list  ? — I heard  Captain  Wynne  state  that  on  one  road 

there  were  50  pensioners. 

99S0.  Could  they  be  on  without  your  knowing  it  ? — Mr.  Mahon  went  to 
^at  road,  and  he  brought  a list  of  the  pensioners  employed,  and  I think  it  was 

9981.  There  were  11  ? — There  were  11,  I think,  as  far  as  I recollect;  but 
those  people  invariably  had  large  families. 

9982.  Do  you  know  any  of  them  receiving  1 s.  6d.  ? — No. 

99^3-  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  who  put  them  on  ? — I should  say  the  com- 
mittee put  them  on. 

99^4-  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  Kilmealy  relief  committee  one  of  those  you  attend- 
ed ? — Yes. 

9985.  Have  you  seen  this  list  furnished  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  in  page  30  of 
] 80 ; and  are  you  aware  of  the  circumstances  of  any  of  those  persons  put  on 
the  list.  I do  not  know  the  names  of  those  people. 

9986.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting  ?— Without  referring  to  the  register 
that  was  kept  I could  not  state ; I merely  wrote  down  the  names. 

99°7-  They  must  have  passed  through  your  hands,  I suppose  ? — Very  likely 
they  did ; I do  not  know  the  parties  at  all. 

..  9988-  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  put  it  in ; have  you  any  doubt  they  were  on  the 
in  C0U^  not  sta1:e  they  were  or  were  not ; I cannot  say ; we  had  8,000  or 
10,000  names ; I could  not  state  exactly. 

9989-,  Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  some  of  the  pensioners  had  large 

lamiiies  ."—Yes  ; one  man  was  pointed  out  who  had  12  i d.  a day,  and  who  had 
nine  daughters. 

9990.  Although  a person  had  12  id.  a day,  were  the  circumstances  of  Ire- 
land so  distressing  that  a person  with  that  large  family  would  be  in  very  great 
distress  .—In  absolute  want,  I should  say;  1 s.  a day  with  nine  persons,  at  the 
rate  of  provisions,  is  almost  bordering  on  starvation. 

999 1-  Were  many  persons  approaching  to  starvation,  although  they  had 

some 
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some  land? — There  were  some  persons  charged  with  a quantity  of  land,  and  I 
believe  them  to  have  been  the  most  destitute  of  all. 

9992.  If  a person  had  cattle  in  addition  to  some  land,  do  you  know  of  cases 
where  they  were  extremely  destitute  ? — I have  heard  of  a great  many  such 
cases. 

9993-  If  V°u  were  to  see  on  the  list  a person  described  as  having  some  acres 
of  land  and  one  or  two  cattle,  should  you  not  think  it  the  duty  of  the  parties  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  destitution  of  that  man,  before  they  put  him 
on  the  list? — It  would  depend  upon  the  land. 

9994.  Should  not  the  persons  make  inquiry  before  they  put  them  on  ? — I 
have  no  doubt  the  committee  generally  put  them  on  because  they  knew  them 
to  be  destitute. 

9995.  You  think  they  must  have  made  the  inquiry  before  they  were  put  on  ? 
— I should  say  so  ; individual  members  might  have  put  some  on.  * 

9996.  Do  you  know  any  landed  proprietors  who  made  an  attempt  to  put  on 
their  own  comfortable  tenants  ?—  I do  not  know  any  such  parties. 

9997.  Do  you  know  one  instance  ? — I could  not  say  a single  instance. 

9998.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  You  know  a great  number  of  people  were  struck 
off,  it  being  proved  that  they  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  ?—  I do  not 
know  that. 

9999.  You  think  they  were  put  on  through  ignorance,  if  not  through  inten- 
tion ? — There  were  two  struck  off ; one  of  them  was  the  nephew  of  a person 
who  was  said  to  be  “ snug,”  or  independent ; he  was  refused  employment  where 
he  had  been,  and  he  came  back  to  his  uncle  to  reside,  and  he  was.  one  person 
struck  off. 

toooo.  Did  it  appear  by  whom  those  people  were  put  on? — By  the  com- 
mittee, I should  think,  because  each  name  was  on  the  register ; they  were  put 
on  unquestionably  by  the  committees,  because  their  names  were  on  the 
register. 

10001.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  You  reckon  the  register  a good  enough  autho- 
rity for  you  to  go  by  ? — We  had  no  other. 

10002.  Chairman.]  At  that  meeting,  when  inquiry  took  place  about  improper 
persons,  did  Mr.  Gamble  or  Captain  Wynne  take  the  census  of  1841  as  a test 
of  the  number  to  be  employed  P-6— They  did. 

10003.  Do  you  know  whether  the  population  has  increased  very  much  since 
that  time  ? — I should  say  it  has  ; destitution  has  decidedly  increased. 

10004.  Numbers  ? — The  numbers  I am  sure  have  increased. 

10005.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Has  there  been  any  emigration  from  Clare  ? — 
Yes,  there  has  been  considerable. 

loooli.  To  any  degree  ? — Yes,  very  considerable  this  season. 

10007.  Last  year  was  there  any? — I do  not  know  there,  was  so  much  ; when 
I was  leaving  Ireland  this  year  there  was  a good  deal. 

10008.  At  whose  expense  ? — Tneir  own,  and  some  Colonel  Wyndham  sent 
out. 

10009.  Were  any  of  the  persons  emigrating  at  their  own  expense  receiving 
relief  from  the  committees  ? — I could  not  say  any  one  of  them. 

10010.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  persons  during  the  time  they  were  receiving 
relief  had  money  of  their  own  ?— Why,  I heard  it  charged  to  some  of  the  par- 
ties that  there  were  some  who  had  money  in  the  savings  bank  ; but  I could  not 
state  it. 

10011.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  about  it  ? — I never  did,  because  the 
members  constituting  the  savings  bank  would  not  give,  any  information  upon 
such  a subject. 

10012.  Chairman.]  Was  not  the  use  of  which  Captain  Wynne  or  Mr. 
Gamble  made  of  the  census  merely  to  take  it  as  a guide  for  a proportion  of  the 
people  ? — It  was  as  a guide  for  a proportion  of  persons  to  be  employed  upon 
the  public  works. 

10013.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  above  100  persons  were  struck  off  in  the 
baronies  of  Inchiquin  and  Inagh  by  Captain  Fishbourne  ? — Captain  Fishbourne 
made  no  reduction,  I should  think,  until  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Works  that 
there  should  be  a reduction. 

10014.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  struck  off  in  a general  reduction,  or 
because  they  had  land,  and  therefore  were  improper  to  be  put  on?—  I think 
they  were  taken  off  because  there  were  instructions  from  the  Board  of  Works 
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Mr.  J.  Cullinam.  to  reduce  them  20  per  cent.,  and  he  struck  off  those  most  independent,  accord 
r — ing  to  the  information  he  received,  which  was  sometimes  very  erroneous. 

14  June  1847.  ' 10015.  What  made  you  say  that? — Because  I saw  persons  who  never  had 

land,  removed,  who  were  very  ..destitute ; and  I have  known  him  put  those  back 
again  because  the  information  was  not  correct. 

■ 10016.  Captain  Fishbourne  exercised  his  duties  properly  and  well  ; and  if 
lie  did  wrong  it  was  from  false  information? — Quite  so. 

10017.  But  you  think  that  was  given  by  other  persons? — I think  it  was. 

10018.  From  carelessness  or  design? — Perhaps  both. 

'10019.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Was  it  in  consequence  of  that  rule,  compelling 
the  person  who  wished  to  be  put  on  to  prove  another  person  in  more  com- 
fortable circumstances  than  he  was  in  ? — Yes,  it  was ; the  committee  finding  it 
a very  invidious  thing  to  do,  left  it  to  the  person  requiring  relief,  in  many 
instances. 

10020.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  To  what  extent  did  the  inspecting  officers 
act  upon  the  same  plan  ? — I could  not  say. 

10021.  The  communications  to  the  inspecting  officers  need  not  necessarily 
be  public,  but  the  communications  to  the  committees  must  be  ? — Yes. 

10022.  In  the  one  case  a man  would  be  exposed  to  hostility  by  the  person 
whom  he  supplanted,  but  in  the  other  case  he  would  not?  — No. 

10023.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  I think  I understand  you  to  say,  the  census  was 
used  for  other  purposes  in  determining  the  eligibility  of  an  applicant  than  the 
mere  proportion  ; was  it  so?— The  number  of  family  or  quantity  of  his  land 
was  generally  what  was  required. 

100  24.  You  ascertained  from  that  the.  proportion,  the  number  of  family  and 
quantity  of  land,  and  anything  else  ? — Where  the  census  was  correctly  taken, 
the  stock  was  also  given  down. 

10025.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Though  the  persons  removed  by  Captain  Fishbourne  were 
removed  agreeably  to  his  instructions  from  the  Board  of  Works,  did  it  not 
appear  that  they  were  people  who  ought  never  to  have  been  on  the  list? — I do 
not  know  that ; I am  not  aware  of  it ; I could  not  put  my  finger  upon  any 
one  of  them. 

10026.  Chairman.]  Were  you  present  at  the  inquiry  before  the  committee 
in  March  1847,  when  Captain  Fishbourne  produced  an  extract  from  the  com- 
mittee list?— I do  not  remember  the  particular  committee. 

10027.  Did  not  Captain  Fishbourne,  at  a meeting  about  that  time,  produce 
a list  which  had  been  returned  to  the  relief  committee,  that  they  might  revise 
produced  the  list  from  the  parish  of  Killamona,  in  the  barony  of 
Inchiquin,  and  Mr.  Crowe  was  the  only  person  there  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  parties  referred  to  in  that  list. 

10028.  Did  not  that  contain  200  names  ? — I do  not  know  that;  Mr.  Crowe 
took  the  list,  and  said  he  would  take  it  home,  and  make  his  remarks  upon  it.  • 

J0029.  Was  it  not  a good  list  ? — There  were  many. 

10030.  About  100? — 1 should  say  so. 

10031.  Do  you  not  know  it  was  revised  and  all  the  names  struck  off,  except 
about  five  r—  Mr.  Crowe  mentioned  to  me  he  took  off  the  greater  portion  of  them ; 

I think  he  said  almost  all,  but  that  was  on  the  reduction  of  the  20  per  cent, 
that  they  were  taken  off. 

10032.  But  it  was  more  than  20  per  cent? — I do  not  know  that 

10033.  If  he  took  off  the  greater  proportion  of  them? — He  took  off  the  list 
that  Mr.  Fishbourne  had  given  him  the  greater  proportion. 

10034.  Do  you  know  that  wras  because  they  seemed  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances i It  was  because  those  who  were  left  on  were  poorer. 

i°°35-  Did  you  not  hear  the  committee  admit  that,  on  their  attention  being 
called  to  that  list,  all  except  five  were  improper  to  have  been  put  on? — The 
committee  did  not  pass  any  observation  upon  it  at  all ; because  there  was  no 
one  there  acquainted  with  the  locality  except  Mr.  Crowe. 

1 0036.  Who  is  Mr.  Crowe : — A magistrate  and  a gentleman  of  the  county. 

10037.  Holding  land  there  ? — Yes. 

10038.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Is  he  not  agent  to  extensive  properties? — His  father  is 
agent  to  Colonel  Wyndharn. 

,0039-  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  who  made  out  the  list  on  which  those 
names  were  returned  ?— The  committee,  I should  think. 

1 0040.  Do  you  know  who  supplied  the  committee  with  the  names  ?— I do  not 

know 
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know  who  supplied  the  committee,  it  \vas  by  application  from  the  parties  them- 
selves that  they  were  generally  put  on  the  public  works  by  the  committee. 

10041.  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  a most  extraordinary  abuse,  if  between  100 
and  200  names  could  be  returned  to  the  Government  officers  for  employment, 
and  that  upon  his  demanding  an  inquiry,  all  but  very  few  were  struck  off?— 
If  the  Government  officer  said  we  must  take  off  1 20  of  those,  there  was  no  help 
for  it.  • 

10042.  Do  you  mean  to  state,  that  whether  they  had  been  destitute  or  com- 
fortable, they  must  have  nevertheless  been  reduced  .to  that  extent? — De- 
cidedly. 

10043.  They  were  not  taken  off  merely  because  they  were  comfortable,  but 
the  order  being  to  remove  a certain  number,  the  most  comfortable  were 
selected  ? — Yes. 

10044.  Therefore  it  does  not  prove  that  any  of  them  were  comfortable,  but 
merely  that  the  list  was  reduced  ?— It  was  reduced. 

1004.5.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  It  maybe  merely  the  degrees  of  wretched- 
ness?— Yes. 

10046.  Chairman.']  Did  the  committee  leave  on  those  who  were  comfortable? 
—There  was  nobody  in  the  committee-room  who  understood  the  condition  of 
that  particular  district,  except  Mr.  Crowe,  and  without  reference  to  a party 
elsewhere,  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to  strike  off  any  one,  and  he  took 
it  home. 

10047.  Do  you  know  whether  the  list  revised  by  Captain  Fishbourne  had 
two  columns,  by  which  it  appeared  the  persons  whom  he  said  ought  to  be 
taken  off  had  land  and  cattle  ? — I do  not  remember. 

10048.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  persons  who  were 
taken  off  had  land  or  cattle  ? — I believe  they  had,  some  of  them. 

10049.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Have  you  read  the  list  given  in,  in  Captain  Fish- 
bourne’s  evidence  ? —No,  I have  not. 

10050.  Do  you  remember  Captain  Fishbourne  producing  a list,  of  which  he 
complained  ? — He  produced  a list,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  a good  many 
persons  off  the  works  ; and  he  gave  these  parties  as  being  parties  who  ought 
to  be  removed ; and  he  stated  also,  that  some  of  them  ought  not  to  be  on  the 
list. 

10051.  Do  you  know  whether  the  accuracy  of  this  list  was  disputed  by 
Mr.  Crowe  ? — He  did  not  make  any  observations  on  it  at  all,  but  said,  if  he 
would  allow  him  to  take  it  home  he  would  make  the  necessary  inquiry. 

10052,  Were  those  names  taken  off  under  an  order  of  the  Board  to  make 
a reduction  ? — They  were  taken  off  because  there  was  an  order  to  that  effect ; 
perhaps  it  exceeded  the  number  of  the  order ; I should  think  it  did. 

10053.  -Are  you  aware  to  what  extent  the  order  required  the  reduction? — I 
should  say  20  per  cent. 

10054.  It  was  a general  order? — It  was. 

10055.  Do  you  remember  the  revision  of  the  lists  at  Corofin,  about  the 
middle  of  November  last  year  ? — Yes.  • 

10056.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  you  know  the  names  taken  off  by  Captain  Fish- 
bourne ? — I knew  some  of  them. 

10057.  Did  you  think  they  ought  ever  to  have  been  on  the  lists? — There 
were  some  he  removed  that  are  receiving  gratuitous  relief,  I understand. 

10058.  Do  you  think  they  ought  ever  to  have  been  on  the  lists? — I should 
think  the  fact  of  their  receiving  gratuitous  relief  is  a proof  they  required  em- 
ployment. 

10059-  Do  you  know  of  any  ? — I could  not  say. 

1 0060,  Do  you  know  there  are  any  r — I heard  there  were. 

10061.  You  do  not  know  yourself? — No. 

10062.  There  is  no  positive  proof,  of  your  own  knowledge? — No,  I do  not 
say  of  my  own  knowledge. 

10063.  Are  you  aware  that  many  of  those  very  persons  removed  by  Captain 
Fishbourne  are  not  receiving  out- door  relief? — I am  not  aware  there  are. 

1 0064.  Are  any  ? — I am  not  aware. 

10065.  Chairman.]  Do  you  remember  the  revision  of  the  lists  towards  the 
end  of  November? — Yes. 

10066.  Instead  of  two,  or  even  a few,  did  not  Captain  Wynne  remove  about 
M00  about  that  time  ? — I|do  not  think  he  did. 

3x2  10067.  Did 
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1 0067.  Did  he  not  remove  a very  large  number  ? — If  you  will  allow  me  to 
read  this  paper,  which  I took  down  at  the  time,  it  will  give  you  the  best  in- 
formation. The  relief  committee  of  Inchiquin  were  acting  for  a barony. 

10068.  What  is  the  paper  you  wish  to  read?— It  contains  the  number  of 
persons  who  were  employed  and  who  could  be  employed. 

10069.  Where  is  it  taken  from  ? — From  Mr.  Gamble’s  statement  at  Corofin 
on  the  10th  November. 

10070.  Will  you  read  it  ?— On  the  10th  November  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain 
Wynne,  attended  at  the  committee  at  Corofin,  and  stated  that  a number  of  persons 
were  employed  on  the  different  works,  beyond  those  that  could  be  usefully  em- 
ployed, and  requested  the  committee  to  make  a revision,  and  to  reduce  them:  and 
in  each  parish  they  stated,  according  to  the  population  and  the  census  of  1841 
the  numbers  that  could  be  employed  only.  In  the  parish  of  Dysart,  out  of  306 
families,  and  1 ,933  individuals,  the  number  at  present  employed  were  330,  and 
the  number  that  should  be  employed  were  300,  so  there  were  30  over.  In  the 
parish  of  Inagh,  there  were  717  families,  or  4,192  individuals ; there  were  then 
at  work  1,195  persons,  and  600  was  all  that  could  be  employed,  Mr.  Gamble 
stated  ; so  there  were  595  over  the  proper  number  employed  upon  that  occa- 
sion; that  was  according  to  the  census  of  1841.  In  the  parish  of  Kilkeedy, 
694  families,  3,975  individuals  ; the  number  then  employed  was  770,  the  number 
that  could  be  employed  was  600,  leaving  170  over  in  that  parish.  In  the  parish 
of  Kilnaboy,  out  of  724  families,  or  4,102,  the  number  employed  was  806,  the 
number  that  ought  to  be  employed  was  602,  leaving  the  number  over  186.  In 
the  parish  of  Kilnamona,  out  of  262  families,  and  1,758  individuals,  the  number 
at  work  was  298,  the  number  that  should  be  at  work  was  275,  leaving  23  over 
in  that  parish. 

10071.  What  was  the  result? — There  were  1,227  persons  employed  beyond 
the  number  that  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  conceived  would  or  should  be 
employed,  and  they  requested  the  committee  to  revise  their  lists. 

10072.  What  was  the  whole  number  employed? — 4,502,  according  to  Mr. 
Gamble's  report. 

10073.  What  was  the  number  that  Mr.  Gamble  said  should  be.  employed? — 
3,275. 

10074.  Leaving  the  balance  ? — 1,227- 

10075.  Who  ought  to  be  struck  off,  according  to  that  reasoning? — Yes. 

1007O.  Was  that  reasoning  founded  upon  the  census? — It  was. 

10077.  hi  your  opinion  was  that  reasoning  so  founded  valueless,  and  likely 
to  do  injury  to  the  people  ? — There  were  strong  resolutions  on  the  subject 
afterwards. 

10078.  For  or  against  it? — Against  it. 

10079.  Was  the  reasoning  wrong,  and  would  pursuing  it  have  inflicted  great 
injury  upon  the  people?-  Decidedly. 

10080.  Was  it  upon  that  reasoning  that  the  Government  officers  ordered  the 
lists  to  be  reduced  ? — They  were  ordered  to  be  reduced  and  revised,  but  they 
were  not  reduced  to  that  extent. 

10081.  Were  more  than  4,500  people  employed? — That  was  Mr.  Gamble’s 
statement ; it  did  not  appear  there  were  4,500  recommended  by  the  committee. 

10082.  How  many  were  employed  by  the  committee? — Previous  to  this  the 
registry  was  not  complete,  and  the  books  that  we  had  were  the  parish  books. 
Those  books  were  signed  by  the  chairman,  to  enable  the  officer  to  put  them  on 
the  works. 

10083.  My  question  was,  whether  you  could  state  how  many  were  actually 
employed  upon  the  works  at  that  time?— I cannot  state  how  many  were  em- 
ployed upon  the  works,  but,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  the  number  employed  by 
the  committee  I can  state. 

1 0084.  How  many  were  employed  by  the  committee  ? — Less  than  4,000. 

10085.  We  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Hill  that  out  of  6,448  there  were  5,500 
employed  according  to  the  revision  of  the  lists  by  Captain  Wynne?— I took 
that  from  Mr.  Gamble’s  statement. 

10086.  How  many  do  you  make  that  ?— 4,502. 

100S7.  How  many  were  actually  employed  by  the  committee? — On  referring 
to  the  books  of  the  relief  committee,  I could  not  find  out  there  were  persons 
marked  to  that  amount  at  all ; 3,287  is  all  I find  in  the  parish  books  that  were 
marked;  I understand  that  individual  members  of  the  committee  wrote 

recommendation 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  525 

recommendation  notes  to  the  engineer,  but  I do  not  know  they  ever  recom- 
mended so  many  as  2,000  over. 

10088.  There  might  have  been  more  over  from  that  irregular  mode  of 
doing  business  ? — Yes. 

1 0089.  You  do  not  know  how  many  ? — No. 

10090.  After  that  inquiry,  were  not  1,800  struck  off  at  the  instance  of 
Captain  Wynne  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  were. 

10091.  Were  there  some  hundreds There  were  but  they  were  almost 
immediately  put  on  again. 

10092.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General.]  Who  by  ? — The  committee,  and  Captain 
Wynne. 

‘10093.  Chairman.]  Does  that  affect  the  remark  that  you  made  before,  that 
only  two  were  struck  off;  was  it  two  different  occasion's  ?— Different  days  and 
different  transactions  altogether. 

10094.  Have  not,  to  your  knowledge,  the  relief  committees  made  out  their 
lists  in  a very  irregular  and  informal  manner  ? — Lists  of  this  description  were 
never  presented  to  Captain  Wynne  as  inspecting  officer. 

1009.5.  Have  lists,  very  improperly  and  irregularly  made  out,  been  sent  to 
Captain  Wynne,  as  inspecting  officer? — I am  not  aware  that,  in  the  committees 
with  which  1 was  connected,  lie  has  had  any  lists  of  that  description. 

10096.  I put  a list  into  your  hand,  and  ask  you  whether  it  is  in  your  hand- 
writing ? — It  is. 

10097.  Is  it  made  out  in  an  irregular  and  informal  manner,  supposing  it  to 
be  a list  which  ought  to  be  returned  to  the  inspecting  officer  ?— It  is  irregularly 
made  out. 

10098.  Was  it  made  out  for  the  purpose  of  being  returned  to  the  inspecting 
officer? — It  was  not,  in  that  form. 

10099.  Finding  Captain  Wynne  has  produced  this  to  the  Committee,  I now 
ask  you,  did  you  return  it  to  the  inspecting  officer  ? — On  one  occasion,  I believe 
I called  upon  Captain  Wynne,  and  stated  that  the  desire  of  the  committee  was 
so  great  to  put  on  persons,  it  was  impossible  they  could  be  all  employed ; and 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  see  the  numbers  that  were  recommended,  I took  him 
that  list. 

10100.  Did  you  take  them  to  him  fairly,  as  a secretary,  or  merely  give  them 
to  him  to  enable  him  to  come  to  a judgment  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
committee  were  ? — I should  say  that,  looking  at  the  manner  in  which  the  com- 
mittees were  acting. 

loioi.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  you  consider  the  committees  were  acting 
wrong  ?—  I thought  they  were  putting  on  more  persons  than  Captain  Wynne 
would  employ. 

10102.  And  putting  on  persons  in  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  they 
ought  to  ? — 1 cannot  state  that ; I heard  Captain  W ynne  state  that  the  numbers 
exceeded  those  who  could  be  employed,  and  I frequently  told  my  committees 
it  was  useless  making  out  new  lists  ; and  notwithstanding  my  stating  so,  they 
persevered  in  making  out  further  lists. 

10103.  Chairman.]  Had  the  committees  found  very  great  difficulties  to  con- 
tend wilh,  in  consequence  of  the  very  great  depression,  and  the  number  of 
people  clamouring  for  employment  ? — Certainly,  they  had. 

1 0 1 04.  Were  there  many  people  applying  for  employment,  into  whose  circum- 
stances the  committee  could  not  make  an  inquiry,  in  consequence  of  the  urgency 
of  the  people  ?— I should  think  so. 

1 0 1 05.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  was  it  not  as  difficult,  if  not  more  so, 
for  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  make  the  inquiries  into  the  circum- 
stances of  those  persons  ?• — I should  say  so. 

10106.  Having  no  local  knowledge,  and  having  a great  deal  of  business  on 
their  hands,  was  it  not  a great  difficulty  and  responsibility  to  be  thrown  upon 
them  ? — I should  say  they  could  not  make  a correct  inquiry  into  the  condition 
of  each  party. 

10106*.  So  far  as  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  Captain  Wynne  and 
Mr.  Gamble,  and  any  other  officer  of  the  Board  who  came  within  your  district, 
do  you  not  think  they  exercised  the  difficult  duties  they  had  to  perform  with 
judgment  and  with  zeal  ? — I have  no  reason  to  think  otherwise. 

10107.  Did  the  committee,  on  the  10th  November,  object  to  the  reasoning 
"0.105.  3x3  of 
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Mr.  j.  CuWnam.  of  the  Government  officers,  and  say  that  no  scale  should  be  founded  unrm  th 

census  of  1841  ? — They  did.  e 

14  June  1847.  1 0108.  Did  they  show  them  that  to  employ  only  one  man  for  the  support  of 

six  and  a half  would  be  a very  great  hardship  ? — I do  not  know  that  they 
entered  into  a minute  statement ; but  they  stated  that  the  condition  of  the 
people  now,  on  account  of  the  increase  of  the  population,  was  so  different  from 
1841,  that  it  would  be  idle  to  speculate. 

101  op.  Mr.  Belleiv .]  Do  you  remember  its  being  mentioned  by  a clergyman 
that  the  population  had  so  increased  that  there  were  35  births  to  one'death1' 
— I do  not  remember. 

10110.  Chairman.']  Do  you  remember  a resolution,  that  the  provisions  were 
so  high,  and  the  absence  of  resident  landlords  so  general,  that  it  required  a 
much  greater  number  to  be  put  upon  the  works  ? — There  is  a resolution  to 
that  effect ; there  are  no  resident  landlords  in  a great  many  of  the  districts. 

10111.  What  is  the  resolution  ? — “November  19th.  Resolved,  That  in  con- 
sequence of  the  revision  which  took  place  by  direction  of  Mr.  Gamble,  whereby 
a great  number  of  labourers  were  removed  from  the  works,  we  deem  it  our 
hounden  duty  to  express  in  the  strongest  manner  possible  our  opinion  of  the 
necessity  of  considerably  increasing  the  numbers  to  be  employed  for  a little 
time  to  come,  or  until  such  time  as  provisions  can  be  procured  on  more  mode- 
rate terms  than  at  present.” 

10112.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  That  says  nothing  about  resident  landlords  ? 
— I am  not  aware  there  is  any  that  does. 

10113.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  know  if  there  was  any  discussion  at  the  meet- 
ing ; that  resolution  does  not  apply  to  any  one  ? — It  merely  applies  to  the  num- 
ber of  persons  removed. 

10114.  Who  do  you  suppose  were  to  employ  the  people? — That  the  persons 
that  were  removed  should  be  re-employed. 

10115.  By  whom? — Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble. 

10116.  Are  you  aware  of  any  application  being  made  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors, or  their  agents,  to  give  private  and  individual  assistance  in  any  of 
those  committees  you  were  acquainted  with? — In  my  duties  I had  occasion  to 
w'rite  to  many  proprietors  for  support  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

10117.  What  answer  did  you  get  ? — 111  many  instances  I got  no  reply. 

10118.  In  what  instance  did  you  get  a favourable  reply  ? —There  were  some 
gentlemen  who  contributed. 

101  ip.  How  much  did  you  receive  altogether  in  private  contributions  ?— I 
could  not  tell  you, that;  the  whole  amount  was  719  £•,  including  the  Govern- 
ment subscription. 

10120.  Mr . Belle's). ] Were  they  under  the  Grant  Act;  what  you  call  the 
Soup  Kitchen  Act  ? — No,  they  were  under  the  late  Act. 

10121.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  The  9 & 10  Victoria? — Yes;  some  of  those 
subscriptions  were  in  the  last  year. 

10122.  What  proportion  do  you  suppose  referred  to  last  year  ; was  there  one- 
half  / — I can  give  you  the  amount  of  the  private  subscriptions  ; from  the  15th 
August  up  to  the  new  relief  works,  242  l.  for  the  whole  barony  of  Inchiquin. 

10123.  Do  you  know  whether  the  landlords  in  that  district,  independently 
of  subscriptions,  in  any  other  mode  attempted  to  relieve  the  destitution  except 
by  putting  persons  on  the  public  works  ? — Why,  l do  not  know  that  they  did. 
There  was  one  chairman  of  a committee,  I know  him  to  have  a soup  kitchen  in 
his  house,  and  he  gave  a good  deal  of  relief  to  the  poor  in  his  own  district. 

10124.  Chairman.]  What  does  all  this  prove;  may  not  persons  having 
apparently  means  and  land  be  themselves  so  much  hampered  under  the 
peculiar  distress,  that  to  subscribe  at  all  might  distress  them  very  materially  • 

I am  sure  there  were  many  gentlemen  most  desirous  of  subscribing,  but  they 
had  not  the  means. 

10125.  Is  it  not  true  that  from  various  circumstances,  from  the  pressure 
upon  them,  many  gentlemen  with  apparent  considerable  property  are  much 
distressed  by  not  receiving  any  rent  ? — Most  unquestionably. 

10126.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  money  expended? — It  has  been  handed  over 
by  the  different  committees  now  to  the  finance  committee. 

10127.  Then  that  was  not  expended  under  the  Relief  Act  ? — No,  it  was  not ; 
there  was  a difference  of  opinion  arose  early  as  to  the  mode  of  disposing  0 
the  money,  and  it  was  divided  into  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  persons. 

10128.  With 
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10128.  With  the  exception  of  the  soup  kitchen  there  was  no  money  derived 
from  private  sources  to  relieve  the  distress  ?— There  was  a soup  kitchen  esta- 
blished in  Corofin,  about  a month  ago. 

10129.  Chairman.']  Are  you  enabled  to  judge  whether  those  persons  from 
whom  you  did  not  get  any  answers,  were  in  circumstances  which  would  enable 
them  to  subscribe  ? — I heard  the  committee  complain  (I  do  not  know  their 
circumstances),  but  I have  heard  them  complain  of  gentlemen  having  consider- 
able  property  not  contributing  anything. 

10130.  Is  that  apparent  property  -—Actual  property. 

10131.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  what  their  circumstances  were; 
whether  they  had  any  rents  to  enable  them  and  their  families  to  live  ?— No. 

10132.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  May  it  not  be  that  those  gentlemen  afforded  relief 
in  private  ? — 1 There  were  not  many  resident  gentry  in  that  district  at  all. 

10133.  Chairman.]  I think  you  stated  that  580  names  were  struck  off  on  the 
revision,  and  that  about  560  were  afterwards  put  on  from  the  pressure  of  the 
people  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — Yes,  I should  say  so. 

10134.  Were  those  numbers  afterwards  put  on  with  the  consent  and  know- 
ledge of  Captain  Wynne  ? — They  could  not  be  put  on  without. 

10135.  Were  they  put  on  with  his  consent  and  knowledge  ?— I should 
say  so. 

10136.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  the  same  persons  or  not? — I do 
not. 

10137.  Do  you  know  the  parish  of  Inagh,  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin  ?— 
Yes. 

10138.  Is  it  of  great  extent? — Very  great. 

10139.  Is  the  land  °f  very  poor  description?— The  great  proportion  of  it  the 
poorest  that  can  be. 

10140.  Is  it  very  thickly  populated  with  destitute  people?— Very  thickly 
populated  ; I think  as  thickly  as  it  can  be. 

10141.  Do  you  ever  remember  hearing  Captain  Wynne  on  any  occasion, 
point  out  to  the  committees,  the  names  of  any  persons  who  did  not  require  to 
be  on  the  works,  or  a list  of  persons  who  ought  to  be  substituted  for  them  ? — 

I do  not  remember  ever  having  heard  Captain  Wynne  state  the  names  of  any  ; 
he  mentioned  he  had  reason  to  know  there  were  independent  persons  on. 

10142.  Without  pointing  out  particular  persons? — I do  not  know  that 
he  did. 

10143.  Ho  you  know  whether  the  committees  with  which  you  were  con- 
nected, made  a list  or  registry  of  the  several  parishes  within  their  jurisdiction  ? 
—I  believe  they  did. 

10144.  Do  you  know  whether  they  took  from  that  registry  the  most  destitute 
of  the  inhabitants  to  put  on  in  the  first  instance  ? — In  Kilmealy  and  Inchiquin, 
the  most  destitute  were  marked  before  they  went  to  the  second  list. 

10145.  They  were  classified? — In  that  district  only. 

10146.  So  far  as  they  could  ascertain  who  were  the  classes  more  or  less 
destitute,  did  they  postpone  putting  them  on  the  list  till  a subsequent  period  ? 
—They  did. 

10147.  How  did  they  do  in  the  other  districts  ?— They  took  down  the  names 
of  all  parties,  putting  down  the  number. 

10148.  Inserting  them  indiscriminately  ? — Yes. 

1 0 1 49.  _ Hid  not  that  leave  to  the  inspecting  officer,  the  responsibility  of  striking 
them  off  r— They  marked  a person  that  they  believed  from  his  condition  to 
require  relief ; they  passed  by  a great  many  whom  they  did  not  mark  at  all. 

*0150.  Do  you  know  whether  the  other  committees,  which  took  more  pains, 
ever  excluded  a destitute  man  from  the  works,  so  far  as  they  knew  ? — I am  not 
aware  of  any ; there  was  some  discussion  that  arose  with  regard  to  one  person 
whom  Captain  Wynne  wanted  to  put  on  the  works. 

1.110J5>.  Inagh  you  have  described  as  being  poor  land  and  destitute  people ; 

1 Mr.  M'Bride  put  on  the  work  all  who  presented  themselves  ? — I heard  he 
aid » 1 am  not  aware. 

10152-  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Do  you  know? — No,  I heard  the  pressure 
as  so  great,  and  the  mob  so  violent,  that  he  was  obliged  to  allow  persons  to 
come  on  the  public  works  without  recommendation. 

,0,.53-  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  the  Reverend  Mr.  Quinn? — Yes. 

101 54-  He  is  a Roman-catholic  clerg)rman  ? — Yes. 

0,1  °5‘  3x4  10155.  Did 
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Mr.  J.  Cullimm.  1 0 1 55.  Did  he  not  put  those  persons  on  the  works  ? — He  made  out  a census 

and  gave  it  to  Mr.  M'Bride,  with  the  names  of  all  those  who  ought  to  be  etn- 

14  June  1847.  ployed,  marked. 

101,56.  Did  he  give  other  lists  along  with  them  ? — 1 heard  he  did,  but  I am 
not  aware. 

10157.  Do  3- ou  know  whether,  amongst  the  numbers  put  on  by  Mr.  M‘Biide 
under  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  there  were  several  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances ? — I do  not  know  ; it  is  possible. 

1015s.  Do  you  know  whether  the  committees  complained  of  instances  where 
patronage  was  exercised  by  the  subordinate  officers  without  any  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  persons  employed  ? — I heard  it  complained  of  by  the  com- 
mittees. 

10159.  To  whom? — Spoke  of  in  committee. 

10160.  You  never  heard  of  complaints  being  made  to  the  officers? They 

were  made  to  Mr.  Gamble  more  than  once. 

10161.  What  was  the  class  of  complaints? — That  persons  in  his  employment 
had  employed  persons  whom  the  committee  did  not  recommend  ; that  they 
found  persons  on  the  public  works  contrary  to  their  instructions. 

10162.  Who  put  them  on?  —The  stewai’ds. 

10163.  Who? — The  instance  which  I particularly  remember  was  at  Kil- 
mealy  ; it  -was  a constant  cause  of  complaint. 

10164.  Is  that  the  case  to  which  you  alluded  before,  in  which  Mr.  Gamble 
said  he  would  summon  people  upon  a specific  complaint  ? — Yes  ; he  said  he 
could  not  withdraw  them  from  their  work  without  a specific  complaint. 

10165.  Was  the  non-measurement  of  the  taskwork  a matter  of  very  frequent 
complaint? — Yes. 

10166.  Have  you  the  resolution  of  the  committee  upon  that  subject? — Yes; 
I think  there  is  a resolution  to  that  effect,  dated  the  19th  November:  “ Re- 
solved, that  it  appears  that  several  persons  are  continued  on  the  works  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  more  destitute  poor,  and  that  such  arises  from  their  taskworks 
not  being  yet  measured,  it  is  requested  that  Mr.  Petty  will  cause  a measure- 
ment to  be  made  of  the  several  tasks,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  order 
that  the  persons  on  the  revised  lists  only  should  be  emplo},,ed.” 

10167.  Is  that  one  you  read  before  ? — Yes. 

10168.  Do  you  know  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  taskwork  was  frequently  left 
a long  time  without  being  measured  ? — I have,  heard  a great  many  instances 
where  it  was  not  measured ; I heard  Mr.  Gamble  state  his  inability  to  get  it 
measured,  because  he  had  not  persons  competent  to  measure  it. 

10169.  Was  it  not  a matter  of  fact  that  the  Government  officers,  from 
extreme  pressure  of  circumstances,  had  a difficulty  in  measuring  the  taskwork:' 
— I am  quite  sure  of  it. 

10170.  Was  that  postponement,  or  was  it  never  measured  at  all? — Those 
complaints  were,  that  a number  of  persons  of  the  better  class  were  kept  on, 
because  the  works  were  not  measured. 

10171.  Did  you  hear  of  a complaint  of  the  postponement,  or  that  they  were 
never  measured  at  all? — Both.  I do  not  know  that  I know  of  a complaint  to 
Mr.  Gamble  of  work  not  being  measured ; but  I heard  the  committees  speak  of 
it  frequently. 

10172.  Did  you  give  the  registries  made  by  the  Corofin  and  Ennis  commit- 
tees on  the  24th  February  to  Captain  Wynne  ? — Yes. 

10173.  Have  you  received  them  back? — Never. 

10174.  So  you  could  not  refer  to  them  now  ?— No,  I could  not,  unless  Cap- 
tain Wynne  gave  them  back  to  me. 

10175.  Did  you  attend  the  extraordinary  session  on  the  30th  November  last 
year?— I did. 


10176.  Was  Mr.  Cornelius  O'Brien  in  the  chair  ? — He  was. 

10177.  Do  you  remember  his  recommending  the  proceeding  under  Mr> 
Lahouchere’s  letter  in  preference  to  the  Act  ? — I do. 

10178.  Did  he  speak  for  a considerable  time? — He  spoke  for  some  time. 
10179.  Did  he  urge  his  views  warmly? — He  generally  does  when  he  speaks. 
10180.  Was  there  anything  extraordinary  in  his  manner  on  that  occasion  r-- 
Not  that  I am  aware  of ; nothing  unusual  in  his  manner  ; he  generally  spea* 
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101S1.  Was  lie  excited  or  violent?— Not  in  speaking,  that  I remember;  not 
unusually  so. 

10182.  Did  you  hear  him  complain  of  the  mismanagement  of  the  Board  of 
Works  in  setting  men  to  work  without  tools  ?— Yes. 

101S3.  Did  you  hear  him  complain  as  to  the  taskwork  not  being  measured  ? 
— There  was  some  observation  upon  that  subject. 

10184.  Did  he  complain  of  the  waste  of  money  by  the  Government  officers 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  executed  the  works  1— He  said  the  men  were  nut 
to  work  without  implements,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  they  could  give 
value  to  the  extent  they  would  otherwise,  if  they  had  been  supplied.  5 

10185.  Did  he  speak  of  that  as  being  a waste  of  money  r— Yes  I should 
think  he  did.  ' 5 

10186.  Did  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  agree  with  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
pass  a presentment  accordingly  ? — They  did. 

10187.  And  the  officers  refused  to  sign  it?— Yes. 

10188.  Had  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  O’Brien  a long  discussion  r— They  were  dis- 
cussing  it  for  a long  time. 

10189.  Did  y°u  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  utter  any  abuse  of  the  Government  :-No 
I do  not  think  he  did. 

10190.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  to  this  effect,  "that  if  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Mr.  Labouchere  refused  to  sanction  the  presentment,  the  high 
opinion  he  had  entertained  of  their  wisdom  and  humanity  would  be  very  much 
shaken”;— Mr.  O’Brien  said  something  to  that  effect;  the  words  used  were 
these,  he  conceived  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Mr.  Labouchere  would  not  be 
men  of  sound  sense,  which  he  believed  them  to  be,  if  they  would  not  prefer  to 
have  the  labour  of  the  people  expended  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  land  rather 
than  as  it  was,  uselessly  expended. 

10191.  He  only  stated  his  opinion,  if  the  Government  refused  hypotheti- 
cally r — Exactly ; if  they  refused,  that  was  the  word  made  use  of. 

10192.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  state  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  abused  the 
Government  and  the  Board  of  Works? — Captain  Wynne  said  something  to  that 
effect,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  did  not  abuse  the  Government.  I was  engaged 
in  writing  out  resolutions,  and  a good  deal  of  conversation  occurred  which  I 
did  not  hear. 

10193.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  deny  he  abused  the  Government  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  set 
Captain  Wynne  right,  by  saying  he  did  not  abuse  the  Government. 

10194.  Have  you  a resolution  of  the  Corofin  committee,  in  anticipation  of 
that  presentment  sessions? — I have.  “19  November  1846.  Resolved,  That 
having  been  assured  by  Mr.  Labouchere,  in  his  letter  of  the  6tli  October  ultimo, 
that  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  willing  to  take  on  himself  the 
responsibility  of  meeting  the  wants  of  the  people  by  sanctioning  productive 
labour,  even  though  not  authorized  by  the  strict  letter  of  law,  we  beg  to 
state  that  in  this  barony  the  population  are  now  employed  in  works  not  merely 
unproductive,  but  in  many  instances  injurious,  and  to  the  total  neglect  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  land.  In  fulfilment  of  the  assurance  above  referred  to,  we  now 
ask  his  Excellency’s  permission  to  employ  a portion  of  that  labour  in  cultivat- 
ing the  lands  of  the  poorer  classes  of  occupiers  whose  destitution  drives  them 
to  the  public  works  for  the  means  of  present  subsistence,  even  at  the  sacrifice 
of  the  next  year’s  crop ; and  we  ask  this  as  the  best  means  we  know  of  to 
guard  against  a repetition  of  famine  during  the  coming  years.” 

101 95-  Have  you  Mr.  Laboucliere’s  letter  of  the  5tli  October? — No. 

10196.  Did  Mr.  Labouchere  say,  “ His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
willing  to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  meeting  the  wants  of  the 
people  by  sanctioning  productive  labour  ” ? — I believe  his  letter  is  to  that  effect. 

10197.  Was  it  so  stated? — It  was  so  stated. 

101 9S.  In  the  resolution,  the  committee  state  as  a matter  of  fact  that  the 
P opie  were  at  that  time  employed  in  unproductive  labour;  ve as  that  so  ?— So 

this  resolution  states. 

Was  it  so,  in  your  opinion? — I think  the  people  would  be  better  etn- 
1 102  m T cu^vation  ^e  land  than  in  the  work  they  were  on. 

Ye-  • th'  what  you  mean  by  saying  the  other  was  unproductive ? — 

109  aa^L?so^ution  was  drawn  up  by  a gentleman  of  the  committee. 

201.  Mr.  Thornely.']  Do  you  mean  the  Government  should  undertake  the 
-105-  3 Y cultivation 
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cultivation  of  the  land  at  the  public  expense  ? — As  the  poor  were  to  be  em- 
ployed, the  better  way  would  be  to  improve  the  cultivation  of  their  land. 

10202.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Is  not  the  district  to  which  you  refer  very  generally 
tilled  ? — Not  very  generally  tilled  in  that  part  of  the  country.  3 

1 0203.  Mr-  W.  Williams.']  There  was  a general  feeling  amongst  the  gentry  and 
people  in  favour  of  employment  in  tillage,  instead  of  the  public  works  ?— There 
was  a very  general  feeling. 

10204.  Are  you  in  a position  to  state  to  the  Committee,  and  venture  an 
opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be  more  or  less  advantageous  to  employ  the 
people  in  tillage,  instead  of  the  public  works  ? — It  is  a matter  that  requires 
consideration  ; but  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  I would  say 
it  would  be  better  to  employ  the  people  in  raising  a crop  for  the  sustenance  of 
the  people,  than  in  road-making. 

10205.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  the  people  were  very  anxious  on  the  sub- 
ject ?—  Most  decidedly  anxious. 

10206.  Was  it  only  the  landlords? — No,  the  people  themselves,  who  were 
desirous  to  till  their  lands. 

10207.  To  the  man  who  was  employed  it  made  but  little  difference  how  he 
was  employed;  but  the  landlord  had  a better  chance  of  getting  his  rent? — It 
depended  upon  whether  or  not  they  had  any  land ; those  who  had  any  land 
would  rather  have  it  tilled. 

10208.  Chairman.]  In  the  use  of  the  word  c<  injurious,”  did  the  committee 
mean  anything  more  than  this  : that  it  would  have  been  better  to  till  the  land 
than  to  do  work  upon  the  roads,  or  a similar  class  of  works? — I should  think 
what  they  meant  was,  there  were  works  that  were  injurious,  not  merely 
useless. 

10209.  How  injurious  ? — Going  through  a certain  description  of  land,  where 
they  would  not  be  of  any  use. 

10210.  In  your  opinion,  was  that  the  only  injury,  that  it  prevented  the 
money  being  laid  out  upon  what  was  considered  more  desirable  employment, 
namely,  the  cultivation  of  the  land? — That  in  some  measure;  in  other  in- 
stances, running  roads  parallel  with  each  other,  and  thereby  running  it  inland 
where  there  was  no  necessity. 

10211.  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  that  sort? — I do  not  know  any. 

10212.  You  have  only  heard  it? — I have  only  heard  it. 

10213.  When  the  people  were  dissatisfied  at  not  being  employed,  did  they 
not  make  complaints  ? — They  were  disappointed. 

10214.  Were  they  not  apt  to  make  complaints  upon  very  slight  grounds.’'— 
I should  say  they  were. 

10215.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  you  present  at  the  presentment  sessions  at 
Corofin,  on  the  30th  November?— I was. 

10216.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  chair? — He  was. 

10217.  Did  he  address  the  meeting  ? — He  did. 

. 10218.  Do  you  consider  that  this  description,  given  by  Captain  Wynne,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Board  of  Works,  of  what  took  place  upon  that  occasion,  to  be 
a correct  description  of  his  conduct  : “ The  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien, 
made  a hustings  speech,  in  which  he  accused  the  Government  and  your  Board 
of  insulting  the  people  in  their  misery ; ” was  that  the  character  of  Mr.  O’Briens 
address? — I do  not  think  it  was.  I do  not  mean  Mr.  O’Brien  any  slight,  when 
I say  he  is  not  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  could  make  a hustings  speech. 

10219.  Was  it  your  impression  that  it  was  a hustings  speech ; or,  as  we  call 
it,  an  electioneering  speech  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  an  electioneering  speech , 
he  spoke  what  the  people  thought  and  felt. 

10220.  Did  he  use  any  language  that  would  justify  any  such  expressions, 
that  he  accused  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  of  insulting  the 
people  in  their  misery  ?— He  stated  that  it  looked  like  a mockery  of  the  poor 
to  put  them  to  work  without  implements.  . 

10221 . Was  that  in  reference  to  the  Board  of  Works  ?— It  was  in  reference 
to  the  Board  of  W orks  ; Mr.  Gamble  was  stating  he  could  not  get  implements, 
and  Mr.  O Brien  said  he  saw  persons  at  work  without  implements  ; and  he  sai 
it  looked  like  a mockery  of  the  poor,  to  be  setting  them  to  work  without  proper 
implements.  ' 

10222.  It  distinctly  had  reference  to  the  people  being  in  want  of  proper  im 
plements  to  do  their  work  ? — Decidedly. 

10223.  Captain 
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10223.  Captain  Wynne  further  says:  “I  feel  it  my  duty  as  your  officer  to 
protest  against  the  use  of  such  language,  as  totally  unwarranted  by  the  facts.” 
Do  you  think  those  expressions  in  the  letter  were  justifiable  as  describing  the 
character  of  that  meeting  ?— A good  many  of  the  occurrences  of  that  day  took 
place  that  I was  not  cognizant  of,  for  I was  engaged  in  writing  down  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee. 

10224.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  make  the  protest? — He  protested  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Works  ; he  could  not  sanction  the  presentment;  his 
objection  was,  that  that  presentment  would  not  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  he  could  not  sign  it. 

10225.  He  also  refers  to  those  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  being  “cal- 
culated to  produce  a most  mischievous  impression  on  the  people.”  Do  you 
think  the  observations  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  were  properly  described  in  the 
use  of  that  language  ? — I do  not  think  they  were  calculated  to  create  any  such 
result. 

10226.  There  was  nothing  to  justify  that  apprehension  ? — No  ; Mr.  O’Brien’s 
habit  in  addressing  the  people  is  a very  serious  one,  and  I did  not  observe  any 
excitement  in  Mr.  O’Brien  at  that  time  different  to  other  occasions. 

10227.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  were  likely  to 
lead  the  people  to  believe  that  the  land  would  be  tilled  at  the  public  expense, 
instead  of  by  their  own  exertions? — They  were  under  the  impression,  I 
believe,  that  they  would  get  assistance  from  Government,  either  by  seed  or 
employment  in  the  tillage  of  the  land. 

10228.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  were  the  people  who  had  not  land  to  be  em- 
ployed r— They  were  merely  to  get  employment ; it  did  not  matter  to  them 
what  work  they  did  ; the  only  interest  they  might  derive  was  by  the  greater 
quantity  of  food  that  would  be  produced  in  the  country. 

10229.  Were  not  the  largest  proportion  those  who  had  not  land  ? — Yes. 

1 0230.  Then  the  tillage  question  did  not  apply  to  the  greater  number  of 
persons  employed  on  the  relief  works  ? — There  were  a great  number  of  persons 
who  had  no  lands,  but  whose  friends  had  some,  and  they  were  naturally  desirous, 
for  their  friends’  sake,  that  their  small  holdings  should  be  tilled. 

10231.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Was  there  a presentment  made  by  the  barony  of 
Inchiquin  to  raise  a large  sum  to  employ  such  people  as  had  no  land  pre- 
viously to  30th  November  ? — There  was  ; the  people  had  been  to  work  before 
that,  and  sums  of  money  were  granted  for  the  purpose. 

10232.  Were  there  not  several  thousand  pounds  in  hand,  voted  to  be  for  the 
employment  of  the  people  who  had  no  land  or  other  means  of  subsistence  ? — 
There  was  the  presentment  in  October,  I think,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
grant  large  sums  of  money  to  relieve  the  destitute  poor.  A great  portion  of 
that  which  was  granted  by  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  was  not  expended 
at  that  time. 

10233.  It  had  reference  to  employing  persons  who  had  no  land,  or  were 
entirely  destitute  ? — Entirely  destitute,  either  having  land  or  not. 

10234.  I understood  you  to  say  that  the  money  was  not  applied  to  the  em- 
ployment of  those  persons  P — I should  say  not  all. ' 

. 10235-  Can  you  state  what  proportion  r— I could  not ; the  presentment  ses- 
sion of  the  30th  of  November  was  not  passed,  and  the  men  were  continued  on 
the  works,  and  there  must  have  been  a large  balance. 

10236.  Was  there  not  a presentment  recommending  the  employment  of  the 
people  who  had  land,  upon  their  land  ? — There  was  a presentment  on  the  30th 
November  for  9,000  l.  for  preparations  in  tillage  of  land  in  the  small  class  of 
occupiers. 

10237.  Did  the  officers  refuse  to  sign  it? — Yes,  that  was  the  presentment 
they  refused  to  sign. 

i°238.  Chairman.]  Have  you  on  any  one  occasion  heard  Captain  Wynne 
speak  to  Roman-catholic  clergymen  in  language  calculated  to  give  offence  ? — 
There  have  been  some  instances  where  Captain  Wynne  has  come  into  collision 
with  them. 

10239.  Has  he  used  language  calculated  to  give  offence  f — I remember  one 
uay  at  Corofin  he  mentioned  something  that  did  offend  one  or  two  clergy- 

10240.  Had  he  not  some  provocation? — No,  I am  not  aware,  except  that  he 
charged  them  with  putting  oh  improper  persons. 

0.105.  3 y 2 10241.  Was 
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10241.  Was  that  the  only  act  likely  to  give  offence  ?— He  stated  to  onp 
Roman-catholic  clergyman,  “How  dare  you  do  so?  ” The  gentleman  was  of  a 
quiet  retiring  disposition,  and  he  did  not  reply. 

10242.  Was  there  anything  improper  in  that,  if  a person  had  put  on  im- 
proper  persons,  that  a Government  officer  should  say  “ How  dare  you  do  so  ” 

1 should  think,  addressing  a parish  priest,  without  having  sufficient  proof  of 
their  having  been  so  put  on,  it  was  going  perhaps  beyond  the  common  bounds 
of  courtesy. 

10243.  Had  not  the  complaint,  in  the  first  instance,  been  made  by  Captain 
Wynne,  to  the  clergyman,  of  such  conduct  ? — I do  not  remember  the  specific 
charge,  but  I recollect  Captain  Wynne  making  use  of  the  language  I spoke  of. 

1 0244.  Had  there  not  been  some  question  with  him,  about  the  impropriety 
of  putting  persons  so  circumstanced  on  the  lists  ? — I do  not  know  whether  the 
conversation  was  before  that. 

10245.  Was  not  the  word  used  with  reference  to  his  having  exchanged  the 
lists  sent  in  by  the  committee  ? — No,  it  was  not. 

10246.  At  all  events  it  had  reference  to  something  which  Captain  Wynne 
had  previously  stated  to  be  a very  improper  proceeding  ?— Captain  Wynne 
stated  some  fact,  and  in  the  reply  he  mentioned  afterwards,  “ How  dare  you  do 
so  and  so?” 

10247.  Hid  that  give  offence? — It  did,  not  only  to  that  gentleman,  but  to 
those  who  were  present- 

1024S.  Who  was  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman  ? — The  Rev.  Mr.  O’Brien  of 
Kilkeedy. 

10249.  Where  was  it? — At  Corofin. 

10250.  Had  you  heard  Colonel  Synge  use  any  language  to  the  same  person? 

• — He  spoke  with  some  severity,  but  as  soon  as  he  ascertained  it  was  a Roman- 
catholic  clergyman,  he  apologized,  and  said  he  did  not  know  it  at  the  time. 

10251.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  Captain  Wynne,  at  the  time  he 
spoke,  knew  that  the  gentleman  was  a Roman-catholic  clergyman  ? — I am  not 
aware  that  he  knew ; but  he  heard  Colonel  Synge  apologize  when  he  found  out 
he  was  a Roman-catholic  clergyman. 

10252.  Had  Colonel  Synge’s  language  been  more  severe  than  Captain 
Wynne’s  ? — No,  I should  think  not. 

10253.  M1'.  Bellezo.]  Was  the  residence  of  that  Roman-catholic  clergyman 
several  miles  from  Colonel  Synge? — I should  say  about  16  miles;  he  did  not 
knoiv  him. 

i 0254. ■Chairman.']  Did  Captain  Wynne  hear  him  make  the  apology? — It 
was  made  in  open  court. 

10255.  Hid  Captain  Wynne  make  any  apology  for  the  remark  he  made  ? — I 
did  not  hear  him. 

10256.  Had  you  not,  before  Captain  Wynne  used  that  expression,  heard  a 
charge  made  that  the  person  to  whom  the  expressions  were  used  had  changed 
a list  which  had  been  issued  by  the  committee  ? — The  charge  was  against 
another  Roman-catholic  clergyman,  not  against  that  gentleman. 

10257.  Had  the  charge  been  made  before  Captain  Wynne  used  that  expres- 
sion — I do  not  remember  exactly,  but  it  was  not  against  that  clergyman  that 
the  charge  was  made  before. 

10258.  Did.  he  not  say  “ How  dare  any  person  conduct  himself  in  such  a 
manner  ? ’ with  reference  to  that  ? — No  ; “ How  dare  you  do  so?  ” 

10259.  Ho  what? — I do  not  know  exactly  what  it  was. 

10260.  Had  it  not  reference  to  a charge  previously  made,  of  changing  the 
lists  i It  could  not ; because  that  clergyman  was  not  charged  with  it. 

10261.  "Who  was  the  gentleman  charged  with  altering  the  lists? — The  Rev. 
Mr.  Dollard. 

.10262.  Did  you  not  hear  Captain  Wynne  state  that  it  was  a most  audacious 
thing  for* any  person  to  alter  a list  which  had  been  sent  out  by  the  committee? 

I heard  him  say  that  that  was  in  reference  to  Mr.  Dollard. 

10263.  Are  you  quite  sure  it  was  not  in  reference  to  the  same  transaction 
that  Captain  Wynne  said  “ How  dare  you  do  so  ” ?— Most  decidedly  it  was  not ; 
it  could  not  be,  because  there  was  no  charge  of  that  sort  against  the  other 
clergyman. 

10264.  What  produced  that  remark?— I do  not  remember  what  the  con- 
versation was  about. 

10265.  Why 
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10265.  Why  do  you  not  remember  ? — Being  generally  occupied  in  taking- 
down  the  resolutions,  many  things  might  occur  which  I could  not  exactly 
hear. 

10266.  Being  so  occupied,  not  knowing  the  previous  conversation  was 
directed  to  the  gentleman  you  named,  might  it  not  refer  to  the  conduct  of  the 
other  gentleman,  in  changing  the  lists  ?— There  could  be  no  mistake  at  all ; 
Captain  Wynne  was  addressing  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  time. 

10267.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Brien  consider  those  observa- 
tions were  applied  to  him  ?— Decidedly,  the  whole  committee  did ; I do  not 
know  why  Captain  Wynne  may  not  remember  the  transaction,  but  there  could 
be  no  mistake  about  it. 

1026S.  Did  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Brien  make  any  observation  to  Captain  Wynne 
in  consequence  ?— No,  I do  not  remember  that  he  did ; he  is  a very  quiet, 
retiring  man ; I do  not  know  that  he  said  anything. 

10269.  Chairman.']  Did  any  of  the  committee? — I do  not  remember. 

10270.  Had  there  been  about  that  time  any  conversation  about  this  par- 
ticular clergyman  putting  comfortable  persons  on  the  list  ? — I do  not  remember 
that. 

10271.  Mr.  Bellew.]  If  any  observation  were  made  by  the  committees  on 
the  remark  you  state  was  made  by  Captain  Wynne,  would  not  you  necessarily 
have  heard  it  ? — They  generally  talked  of  it  at  that  meeting,  and  afterwards  the 
committee  did  not  take  it  up  at  once. 

10272.  Chairman.]  Was  any  notice  taken  of  it  at  that  time  to  attract  Cap- 
tain Wynne’s  notice,  so  as  to  induce  him  to  make  the  apology  if  he  had  said 
anything  wrong? — He  was  followed  immediately  by  Colonel  Synge,  and  he 
spoke  harshly : when  he  found  it  was  a Roman-catholic  clergyman,  he  with- 
drew immediately. 

10273.  Why  did  he  speak  harshly  ?— Because  he  was  speaking  on  the  same 
subject  as  Captain  Wynne. 

10274.  What  was  that? — I cannot  say  what  it  was;  but  I presume  as  to 
independent  persons. 

10275.  Did  you  not  hear  the  subject  he  was  speaking  upon? — I think  upon 
that  subject. 

10276.  Did  you  hear  this  remark? — I do  not  remember  the  remark  which 
Colonel  Synge  made  ; but  I remember  the  apology. 

10277.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  why,  if  such  conduct,  which  Colonel 
Synge  complained  of  in  severe  terms,  was  improper  in  a person  not  being  a 
Roman-catholic  clergyman,  he  should  not  say  it  was  improper  in  a Roman- 
catholic  clergyman  ? — Decidedly  ; but  I think  the  word  te  dare”  seemed  to  give 
offence  to  every  one ; it  was  an  unusual  expression  to  use  to  a Roman-catholic 
clergyman. 

10278.  Might  it  not  depend  upon  the  cause  that  was  given  for  it? — My 
opinion  is,  a public  officer  would  not  be  justified  in  using  such  an  expression. 

10279.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  was  it  you  did  not  make  any  remark? — I never 
make  a remark  ; I have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

10280.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  member  of  the  committee  abuse  the  Govern- 
ment, or  call  them  Saxons  ? — I never  heard  them  call  them  Saxons ; I never 
heard  the  Government  abused;  I have  heard  the  doctrines  of  Lord  John 
Russell  about  non-interference  in  the  purchase  of  foreign  food ; hut  I never 
heard  the  word  fC  Saxon  ” applied  to  Englishmen  with  disregard  or  disrespect 
by  the  committees. 

10281.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  of  the  committees  say  anything  of  the 
Government,  except  in  argument  against  their  proceedings  ? — None ; they  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  Government,  except  that  they  were  proceeding  upon  a 
principle  which  they  believed  to  he  injurious  to  the  public. 

^10282.  When  the  committees  took  a different  view,  was  the  argument  used 
m fair  and  reasonable  terms  ?-— Most  unquestionably ; I never  heard  the  word 
Saxon  used  as  a term  of  reproach. 
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Mortis,  15°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-general. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


The  Reverend  Patrick  Fallon,  called  in  ; and  Examined. 

10283.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  the  Roman- catholic  Rector  of  Killilagh  in 
Corcomroe  ? — I am. 

10284.  Are  you  also  rector  of  Kilmoon  and  Kileany? — Yes. 

10285.  Those  are  in  Burren,  I believe? — Yes. 

10286.  All  in  West  Clare? — Yes. 

10287.  When  was  a relief  committee  first  formed  in  Killilagh  ?— Some  time 
in  the  month  of  October  last  year,  I should  rather  say  the  sittings  did  not  take 
place  until  November  ; the  first  sitting  was  not  until  the  month  of  November. 

10288.  I believe  Killilagh  is  the  same  as  Fisher-street? — Yes. 

i028g.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Before  the  committee  sat,  had  there  been 
any  relief  ordered  or  given  to  the  poor  people  by  the  Boards,  or  the  gentry 
meeting  together  t — There  was  the  preceding  year,  when  the  works  were  in  the 
course  of  operation. 

10290.  Not  between  that  time  and  the  time  when  the  Board  sat?— No. 

10291.  Chairman.]  Was  Major  Macnamara  appointed  the  chairman? — He 
was. 

10292.  Who  was  the  secretary?' — The  Rev.  Mr.  Conolly,  my  curate;  I was 
the  secretary  in  the  first  instance,  but  for  a very  short  time ; my  other  avoca- 
tions compelled  me  to  surrender  it,  and  he  became  secretary. 

10293.  Is  he  the  Roman-catholic  curate  under  you  in  Killilagh? — He  was. 

10294.  When  was  the  relief  committee  first  formed  in  Kilmoon  and  Kileany. J 
— Some  time  in  February  1847- 

1 0295.  Who  was  the  chairman  of  that  committee  ? — Mr.  John  O’Brien,  the 
member  for  Limerick. 

10296.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  he  not  retire  from  the  office  of  chairman? — Not 
i v&y  lately ; he  has  been  succeeded  latterly  after  a new  electoral  division, 
by  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara,  brother  to  the  Honourable  Member  for  Clare. 

^0297.  Chairman.]  Was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conolly  treasurer  of  that  committee  i 

10298.  Were  you  also  a member  of  that  committee? — I was. 

10299.  Do  you  know  the  district  of  Killilagh  ? — I do. 

10300.  Have  you  known  it  many  years  ? —Three. 

10301.  Does  that  district  contain  a very  dense  population? — Very  dense. 

10302.  Are,  they  principally  labourers  or  farmers  ?— Principally  labourers 
and  small  farmers,  and  very  poor  fishermen. 

10303.  Do  they  depend  principally  upon  the  potato  for  them  support?— I 
might  almost  say  solely. 

1 0304.  Has  that  rendered  the  pressure  of  destitution  greater  in  that  district 
than  m most  others  in  Ireland?— Undoubtedly. 

103°5*  Are  there  fishermen  ? — There  are. 

10306.  A great  number?— I should  say  about  60  families;  indeed  I might 
add  between  60  and  100. 

10307.  Do  not  those  poor  labourers  depend  upon  fishing  a good  deal  for 
their  support  ?— They  do  not,  first  for  want  of  a safety  harbour,  and  next  the 
want  of  baits  ; the  baits,  which  are  very  expensive,  are  purchased  nine  or  ten 
miles  from  their  homes. 
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10308.  Do  you  mean  the  quantity' they  catch  is  not  sufficient  to  maintain 
their  families  ? — Certainly  not  sufficient. 

10309.  Do  they  dispose  of  their  fish  ? — They  do. 

10310.  At  what  market? — On  the  beach,  to  purchasers  from  Gort  and 
Ennis. 

10311.  Is  there  a sufficient  market  in  those  places  for  all  the  fish  they  catch  r 
—Yes,  and  more  than  sufficient. 

10312.  Do  they  send  much  fish  to  those  markets  ? — They  do  ; at  one  period 
of  the  year  coarse  fish ; in  the  summer  the  baits  become  too  expensive,  there- 
fore is  the  supply  very  inconsiderable. 

10313.  How  is  it  in  August,  September,  October,  and  November? — .Very 
bad,  especially  during  the  last  two  years. 

10314.  When  you  state  the  bait  is  expensive,  will  you  inform  the  Committee 
what  bait  is  used  ? — A species  of  worm  and  a shell  fish,  and  it  is  found  at  Bal- 
ly vaughan,  about  ] 0 miles  from  the  fishing  place,  and  purchased  there  at  very 
considerable  expense. 

10315.  Does  the  district  itself  not  furnish  that  kind  of  bait? — It  does  not: 

10316.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Is  it  all  fished  with  hook? — It  is. 

10317.  Have  you  no  nets  ? — I am  inclined  to  think  there  are  a few  on  that 
shore. 

10318.  Mr:  Repton.~\  Is  there  any  deep  sea  fishing? — None  whatever. 

10319.  Chairman .]  Are  the  baits  too  expensive? — They  are;  they  cannot 
even  purchase  lines  this  year  ; they  have  no  lines,  for  they  pawned  them  last 
summer  and  autumn. 

1 0320.  Sir  J.  Wfl/s/i.]  Are  there  any  sand  banks  where  they  could  fish  ? — 
None  whatever. 

10321.  They  cannot  fish  with  nets  on  rocky  ground  ? — No  ; their  boats  are 
what  I may  call  so  rickety  that  they  cannot  venture  out  at  all  seasons  ; there 
is  not  a single  good  boat  in  the  entire  fishery. 

10322.  Chairman .]  What  are  the  boats  made  of? — Of  a species  of  hoop, 
and  that  is  formed  of  ozier,  covered  with  canvass  tarred. 

10323.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Have  they  no  fishing  boats,  the  same  as  at  Galway? 
— Not  a single  boat. 

10324.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Whose  property  is  it  ? — Mr.  Gore’s  and  Major 
Macnamara’s. 

10325.  Whose  property  is  it? — The  property,  I believe,  is  now  in  Chan- 
cery. 

10326.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Are  those  boats  used  in  consequence  of  the  dan- 
gerous nature  of  the  coast  ? — I cannot  say  ; I should  be  disposed  to  think  they 
are  used  in  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  the  people  and  their  inability  to  get 
stronger  boats ; but  under  the  present  circumstances  they  are  used  on  that 
account,  for  there  is  no  safety  pier,  and  they  can  take  them  on  their  shoulders. 

10327.  The  same  sort  of  boats  are  used  at  Kilkee? — Yes. 

1032s.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  If  the  people  had  baits  and  lines,  do  you  think 
they  would  take  to  fishing  ? — I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  it. 

10329.  Have  they  a dislike  to  it  ?— They  have  the  strongest  desire  to  turn 
to  fishing. 

10330.  Have  any  measures  been  considered  in  your  neighbourhood  to  relieve 
the  poor  by  giving  them  baits  and  lines  ? — Yes,  1 have  often  thought  so. 

10331.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  ? — Not  during  my  time. 

10332.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  In  your  relief  committee  was  it  ever  proposed  to 
afford  relief,  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  by  promoting  the  fisheries  ?— Not 
that  I am  aware  of,  in  Killilagh. 

10333.  Mr.  Rep  ton.]  You  have  never  signed  any  memorial  on  the  subject? 
■ — I have  not,  neither  have  I heard  of  any  memorial  being  put  forward. 

10334.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  you  aware  that  under  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
passed  last  Session  the  Board  of  Works  are  empowered  to  make  a grant  of 
three-fourths  of  the  actual  cost  for  the  construction  of  piers  and  harbours  in 
Ireland,  provided  the  proprietors  of  land  in  the  district  or  county  pay  the 
remainder  r — I was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a law. 

10335*  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  of  any  subscription  being  made  by  any  of 
the  more  wealthy  residents  in  your  neighbourhood  towards  supplying  the  fish- 
ermen with  baits  or  lines,  or  boats  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any. 

1033b.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Do  you  think  if  two  or  three  English  boats,  and  20 
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iter.  P.  Fallon.  Torbay  fishermen  were  sent  over  to  teach  them,  they  would  be  in  da 

any  jealousy  or  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  ? I am  disn °f 

15  June  1847.  think  they  would  consider  such  introduction  a great  boon.  * 0Sec*  to 

10337.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  safety  harbour  ? — No. 

10338.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Does  that  part  of  the  coast  offer  anvnl 
for  a safety  harbour,  in  your  opinion  ? — In  my  opinion  it  does,  and  at  a ^ 
paratively  small  expense.  It  has  been  visited  by  some  Government 
during  the  last  year,  and  I was  told  that  their  account  was  favourable  ^ 

10339.  Have  you  made  any  application  to  ascertain  the  expense  >~No  • T 
have  merely  heard  that  the  officers  said  it  was  a locality  in  which  there  could 
be  a safety  harbour  made.  I was  told  so.  u a 

10340.  Chairman.]  Do  the  fishermen  send  the  fish  to  market  in  the  autumn 

m the  months  of  August,  September,  October,  and  November  ? They  sell  > 

on  the  coast ; buyers  always  come  down.  y “ 

10341.  Did  the  fishermen,  last  autumn,  during  the  period  of  distress  sell 
then*  fish,  instead  of  maintaining  and  supporting  their  families  ?— Thev^oH 
little  or  no  fish  last  autumn.  y 

1 0342.  Had  they  any  to  sell  ? — No. 

10343.  Why  had  they  not  ? — I attribute  it  to  the  want  of  tackle  and  baits 

1.o344.  Had  the  distress,  becoming  more  general,  prevented  them  from 
availing  themselves  of  other  means  they  had  ?— Yes,  they  were  obliged  to  warn 
then*  tackle.  ^ 

10345.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  they  prefer  to  go  on  the  public  works  ?— Thev 
were  obliged  to  do  that,  hut  my  own  impression  is,  that  if  they  had  tackle  and 
baits  they  would  not  go  on  the  public  works ; that  is  illy  impression. 

1034d-  ,MV  W\  milimns-1  Is  ‘here  n quantity  of  fish  upon  that  coast  ? — It  is 
considered  that  the  quantity  abounds  very  generally,  and  that  it  is  of  a verv 
fine  quality. 

10347.  Is  there  any  herring  fishing  r— That  is  very  seldom  attempted  there, 
locality  ™ there  any  herrir,s6  1 am  not  aware  of  any,  except  ill  011c 

dlelT  codt  There  is,  no  doubt,  an  abundance  of  very  fine  cod 
and  haddock,  and  111  the  summer  season  of  fine  flat  fish,  hut  facilities  for  their 
capture  are  not  within  reach. 

10350.  Mr.  BelUivJ]  It  the  proprietors  there  had  chosen  to  subscribe  for  the 
lu™shln&  hues  and  bait  to  the  fishermen,  would  not  that  have 
enabled  them  to  procure  food  for  their  own  support  ?— Unquestionably. 

.■‘51  ? ' Trn  s0  4ar  considerably  diminish  the  poor  relief  to  be  given  in  that 
effect  nquestionably,  subscriptions  from  any  source  would  have  that 

r--,rn 'll2'  * mean  5uhscriptious  for  lines  and  bait  would  enable  the  fishermen  to 
earn  the  means  of  subsistence  ?-Tliat  is  my  opinion. 

, a353-  nir.  7 homely^  Does  it  not  occur,  in  some  parts  of  tlie  coast,  that 
I a3 *'®  sometlmes  caught  in  such  abuudauce  that  they  are  thrown  on  the 
hav®  110tkn0™  it  ill  Clare;  I have  heard  its  occurrence 
, „ ,r7’rf  he  oc-,caslon  of  a S™4  take  of  herrings. 
neiebhon.W4,'T”:l  Is  ?ot  Mr’  ^“cis  Calcut  a resident  proprietor  in  the 
MrCMeuUs  d’  beSldeS  th°S<!  y°U  mentioned  ?~ Mr.  Gore  is  not  a resident, 

loasfi*  S 0thf?  ?~N°  other  resid“t  proprietors. 

o«'-  CaPtain  Gore  dead  i — He  is. 

nertv3i5s'in  Pbf  ^ ™10h,as  the  property  now? -I  should  think  the  pro- 
perty is  in  Chancery  ; his  children  are  minors 

I0340'  be  diyrThree  or  four  months  ago. 

Maciimin  M,.  autumn  oflast  year  the  only  resident  proprietors  were  Major 
was  a Z vlwLfi  CnCOt’  and  the  gaining  landowner,  Captain  Gore, 
Member  for  Gore  was  a non-resident,  and  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  the 

proprietors  Mr  r,i<*V*  'i?.I!fr.esideI14-  I have  taken  the  principal  landed 
the  pariS.  M Coillehus  0 Bnen>  the  Member  for  Clare,  has  an  estate  nt 

Is  H ™7  smaU ‘-Comparatively  small. 

Not  07ne  re  61  e resident  landed  proprietors  in  Kibnoon  or  Kilmealy  ? 
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10362.  Do  you  remember  the  first  extraordinary  sessions  under  the  9 & 10 
Victoria,  held  at  Ennistimon  in  September  ? — I recollect  it. 

10363.  Do  you  recollect  a presentment  being  made  for  works  in  the  locality 
coming  within  their  jurisdiction,  to  employ  the  people  near  their  homes  - 
I do. 

1 0364.  Was  attention  paid,  in  making  the  presentment  at  that  session,  to 
their  being  in  the  localities  in  which  the  destitute  were  situated,  that  they 
might  not  travel  for  work  ? — Indeed  I am  certain  there  was,  so  far  as  the  pass- 
ing of  that  at  the  session  was  concerned.  I distinguished  that  from  the 
approval  under  the  Treasury  afterwards. 

10365.  Was  there  very  great  destitution  at  that  time  ? —Unquestionably. 

10366.  Among  the  large  mass  of  the  people?— Tlie  entire  population,  I may 
say. 

1 0367.  What  may  be  the  entire  number  that  you  call  the  entire  population 
of  destitution  ? — The  population  of  Killilagh  may  be  between  3,000  and  4,000. 

10368.  Did  they,  in  consequence  of  that  destitution,  become  very  importu- 
nate and  clamorous  for  relief? — They  did,  in  October  particularly,  when  the 
works  were  commenced  in  the  next  barony,  for  they  commenced  there  three 
weeks  sooner  than  in  our  barony. 

10369.  What  barony  is  that  in? — Burren. 

10370.  Had  they,  before  the  works  commenced,  been  importunate  for  relief? 
— Indeed  they  had. 

10371.  After  they  found  the  works  had  commenced  in  the  adjoining  barony, 
did  they  become  much  more  so?— I should  think  that  did  add  to  it  con- 
siderably. 

10372.  Do  you  know  whether  the  works  that  were  put  on  three  weeks 
sooner,  as  you  mention,  in  the  barony  of  Burren,  were  the  completion  of  works 
under  the  former  grants,  and  not  new  works  commenced  under  the  9th  & 10th 
of  Victoria  1— There  were  some  of  both,  I think,  so  far  as  I can  recollect ; I am 
not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  state  decisively. 

10373.  Whatever  might  be  the  cause,  the  effect  was  the  same  upon  the 
people,  making  them  clamorous  for  employment? — It  was  so. 

10374.  Was  the  other  cause  for  their  being  so  importunate  the  increasing 
destitution  and  want? — I should  think  so. 

10375.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Had  sickness  fallen  upon  them  at  that  time? 
— No;  they  had  been  comparatively  free  from  sickness  up  to  that  time. 

1 0376.  Chairman.]  Was  it  believed  in  the  neighbourhood  that  the  works  in 
Burren  were  put  on  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  the  local  engineer, 
Mr.  Pratt  ? — That  was  my  own  impression,  at  all  events,  and  I believe  it  was 
the  general  impression,  for  I mentioned  the  matter  to  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and 
he  told  me  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Gamble  on  the  subject ; and  he  gave  as  a rea- 
son why  he  commenced  in  Burren  earlier,  that  there  were  no  local  resident 
gentry  in  that  district. 

10377.  Do  you  remember  the  works  being  opened  in  Killilagh? — I do. 

10378.  Were  lists  supplied  of  the  men  who  should  be  employed? — There 
were  not  for  all. 

10379.  When  were  they  first  opened  in  Killilagh? — Some  time  in  October. 

10380.  Did  you  supply  any  fists  ? — I did. 

10381.  To  whom  did  you  supply  them?— To  Mr.  Millett. 

10382.  Did  Mr.  Conolly,  who  acted  as  secretary,  also  supply  any  of  them? 
— His  and  my  own  were  the  same. 

10383.  Were  there  more  men  employed  upon  the  works  than  were  marked 
upon  the  lists  that  you  and  Mr.  Conolly  supplied  ? — Many  more. 

10384.  Will  you  explain  how  the  others  were  put  upon  the  works  ? — I applied 
to  Mr.  Millett  for  the  opening  of  the  works  in  Killilagh,  and  Mr.  Millett  said 
he  could  put  on  100  men  if  I gave  him  the  list.  I told  him  I would  not  give 
any  such  fist,  that  the"  task  would  be  too  invidious  to  select  100  persons  from 
the  great  numbers  of  destitute ; at  length  he  consented  to  allow  160,  and  lists 
were  prepared  by  Mr.  Conolly  for  that  number,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
endeavoured  to  have  as  many  persons  to  meet  the  engineer  as  we  could  when 
he  came  on  the  spot,  to  induce  him  to  take  on  more. 

103S5-  What  was  the  reason  that  you  and  Mr.  Conolly  took  as  many  men 
as  you  could  to  Mr.  Millett,  to  get  him  to  put  them  on  the  works  ? — In  conse- 
quence of  the  extreme  destitution,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  number  of 

°-i05.  3 z applicants, 
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applicants,  and  as  the  regulations  of  Mr.  Millett  were  so  stringent,  in'  our 
opinion. 

10386.  Those  men  were  beyond  those  mentioned  in  the  list  ? — Yes. 

10387.  Did  you  take  them  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  destitution  that 
prevailed,  and  showing  the  necessity  of  their  being  put  on  the  works  if  he  could 
do  so  ? — That  was  the  object. 

10388.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Did  Mr.  Millett  tell  you  the  orders  he  was 
acting  upon  ? — He  told  me  he  could  not  take  any  more ; he  did  not  tell  me 
why  ; he  had  orders  from  his  superior  officers  of  course. 

10389.  Might  I ask  you  how  many  were  in  such  destitution  as  to  be  fit  to 
be  put  upon  the  works  ? — In  the  first  instalment  there  might  be  about  600. 

10390.  When  no  more  than  150  were  consented  to? — They  were  taken  on 
on  the  very  day. 

10391.  Mr.  Millett  said  he  would  consent  to  160? — One  hundred  and  sixty. 

10392.  In  your  opinion,  there  were  about  600  persons  in  such  a state  of 
destitution  as  to  be  fit  objects  for  relief? — That  is  my  view. 

10393.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Why  were  not  regular  lists  made  out? — We  had  no 
committee  at  that  time. 

10394.  So  far  as  you  knew,  did  you  recommend  only  those  who  were  desti- 
tute?— I do  not’ think  I ever  recommended  any  person  who  was  not  destitute. 

10395.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Millett  and  Mr.  Molloy  putting  on  about  500 
men  ? — I do. 

10396.  Were  there  any  lists  made  out,  at  that  time,  except  the  one  for  160? 
—No. 

10397.  How  came  he  to  put  on  those  ? — I do  not  know. 

10398.  How  soon  after  you  had  been  to  Kilmoun  was  that  ? — The  very  day 
he  came  to  put  on  160,  there  were  about  500  or  600  put  on. 

10399.  Hid  you  know  whether  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  representations 
made  by  you  and  Mr.  Conolly  ? — I had  no  communication  with  him  at  that 
time  on  the  subject ; it  was  from  Mr.  Conolly  I learned  it. 

10400.  Did  you  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Millett  and  Mr.  Molloy 
put  on  those  500  men  ? — I expressed  no  approbation  or  disapprobation ; I may 
say,  candidly,  it  pleased  myself ; I wished  to  have  them  on. 

10401.  Your  object  being  to  get  as  many  of  the  destitute  on  as  you  could? 
— Yes. 

10402.  Mr.  Solicitor- General. ] Were  any  of  those  500  not  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances, and  not  fit  objects  to  be  so  relieved  ? — There  were  some  such 
persons,  but  we  took  an  opportunity,  on  the  committee’s  assembling,  to  remove 
them. 

10403.  How  many  persons  do  you  suppose  at  that  time  you  removed  ?— On 
the  revision  of  the  lists  ; I cannot  state.  Mr.  Conolly  had  the  principal 
management  of  it. 

10404.  Can  you  give  me  any  notion? — Perhaps  not  more  than  30  or  40. 

1 0405.  Chairman.]  After  you  heard  of  those  poor  persons  being  put  on  the 
works,  did  you  write  a letter  to  Mr.  Gamble  ? — I have  written  several  letters  to 
Mr.  Gamble. 

1 0406.  Is  the  letter  I hand  to  you  in  your  handwriting  ? — It  is. 

10407.  In  a letter  of  the  16th  October,  which  you  say  is  in  your  handwriting, 
I find,  with  reference  to  this  transaction,  the  expression,  “ In  my  absence  in  the 
eastern  parish  I was  glad  to  find  that  in  the  western  one,  Killilagh,  Corcomroe 
barony,  Messrs.  Millett  and  Molloy,  with  my  curate,  were  engaged,  in  placing 
to  work  some  hundreds  of  our  starving  people.  Now  this  is  all  right  and  to 
you,  I believe,  we  are  indebted  for  this  comprehensive  measure  of  relief.”  -Are 
your  feelings  still  in  accordance  with  that  expression  ? — Unquestionably.  1 
felt  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Gamble  on  the  occasion,  and  he  always  paid  every 
attention  to  my  wishes. 

10408.  Do  you  think  any  unnecessary  delay  took  place  in  putting  those  men 
on  the  works? — I should  say,  compared  with  the  neighbouring  barony,  there 
was  a delay.  I did  not  deem  it  just  that  works  should  be  commenced  three 
weeks  or  a fortnight  in  the  barony  of  Burren  before  they  were  commenced  m 
Killilagh  and  Corcomroe. 

10409.  Was  a committee  formed  in  the  barony  of  Burren  sooner  than  m 
Corcomroe  ? — Later.  _r  . 

10410. . let 
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10410.  Yet  tlie  men  were  put  on  the  works  earlier  ?— Yes. 

10411.  To  whom  did  you  attribute  the  blame  of  that  delay  ?— If  blame  is 
attachable,  it  must  be  with  the  local  engineer. 

10412.  Chairman  I never  understood  you  to  attribute  blame,  only  your 
people  were  anxious  to  get  on  the  works  the  moment  they  heard  the  others 
were  employed? — The  word  “blame”  is  perhaps  too  harsh  an  expression ; but 
it  pleased  me  more  to  have  the  men  put  on  early  than  late ; probably  Mr. 
Millett  acted  upon  orders. 

10413.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Was  there  any  committee  formed  in  Burren  ?— There 
was  a nominal  committee  acting  amongst  themselves  by  concert. 

10414’  Lord  J.  Manners.]  You  have  stated  the  people  were  put  on  the 
works  in  Burren  earlier  than  in  Corcomroe  I have. 

10415-  Although  there  was  no  committee  legitimately  constituted: 

Exactly. 

10416.  Do  you  know  how  the  people  were  put  on  in  Burren,  where  there  was 
no  committee  legally  constituted,  so  much  earlier  than  in  Corcomroe  ? — I think 
it  was  through  the  influence,  and  by  the  representations  of  Mr.  Pierse  Creagh 
to  Mr.  Gamble,  that  the  local  engineer  was  induced  to  open  the  works ; that 
is  my  impression. 

10417.  The  reason  why  the  people  in  Burren  were  put  on  was  through  the 
activity  of  some  resident  local  gentleman  ? — A gentleman  who  resides  occa- 
sionally in  the  district ; he  has  property  in  it ; he  was  very  active. 

10418.  And  if  some  resident  gentleman  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  had 
exerted  himself  with  equal  activity,  probably  the  people  of  Corcomroe  would 
have  been  put  on  at  least  as  early  as  the  people  of  Burren  ? — I am  inclined  to 
think  otherwise. 

10419.  Can  you  tell  us  why  you  are  inclined  to  think  not  ? — I represented 
the  case  at  Ennistimon  to  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  he  told  me  he  had  spoken 
to  Mr.  Gamble,  and  Mr.  Gamble  consented  to  the  works  being  opened  in 
Burren  sooner  than  in  Corcomroe,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  any  local 
resident  gentry. 

10420.  Were  those  works  in  Burren  the  completion  of  works  of  the  previous 
year,  or  new  works  undertaken  for  the  first  time  ? — I attempted  to  reply  to 
that  already,  and  I was  unable. 

10420*.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  You  stated,  in  answer  to  Lord  John  Manners’s 
question,  that  the  works  in  the  barony  of  Burren  were  begun  in  consequence 
of  the  representations  of  the  resident  gentry? — In  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  resident  gentry,  combined  with  the  acquiescence  of  Mr. 
Gamble  to  the  application. 

1 042 1 . That  those  gentlemen  in  the  first  instance  applied  to  Mr.  Gamble 
and  requested  him  to  commence  the  works  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

10422.  But  you  stated  if  there  had  been  a resident  gentleman  equally  ener- 
getic in  another  barony,  his  application  would  not  have  been  successful  ?— I 
should  think  so,  in  consequence  of  the  reasons  stated. 

10423.  Chairman.]  Mr.  Creagh,  whom  you  have  spoken  of  as  using  his 
influence  with  regard  to  Burren,  was  not  a resident  landowner,  but  only  occa- 
sionally there  ? — He  was  only  occasionally  there. 

1 0424.  Was  there  a resident  landowner,  an  active  person,  in  Burren  ? —There 
was  not  in  Kilmoon  or  Kileany. 

10425.  By  the  absence  of  local  resident  gentry  do  you  mean  there  was  a 
want  of  local  resident  gentry  ? — There  are  no  resident  gentry  in  the  district ; 
that  is  what  I mean. 

10426.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  The  non-resident  gentry  had  more  influence  than 
those  residing  on  then’  properties  ? — I could  not  place  them  in  contradistinc- 
tion, because  that  would  suppose  there  were  resident  gentry. 

10427.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  That  is  to  say,  the  absentees  worked  in  favour 
of  the  barony?— Just  as  the  Honourable  Member  chooses  ; my  reason  is  that 
I believe  Mr.  Gamble  to  have  been  induced  to  recommend  those  works, 
because  this  barony  had  no  resident  gentry  to  attend  to  it. 

10428.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Out  of  pity  and  charity  to  a district  without 
any  resident  gentry  : — And  justice ; that  is  my  opinion. 

10429.  Chairman.]  When  you  made  any  representation  to  Mr.  Gamble 
respecting  the  destitution  of  the  people  imyour  district,  did  he  attend  to  it 
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immediately  ? — He  did ; lie  always  attended  to  any  suggestions  of  mine  in  the 
most  gentlemanlike  and  kind  manner. 

10430.  Do  you  know  whether  any  person  had  made  a representation  to  Mr. 
Gamble  about  Killilagh  before  you  did  ? — I do  not  recollect. 

10431.  You  have  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Gamble  attended  to  the  first 
representation  made  to  him  ? — I suppose  he  did,  if  mine  was  the  first ; 1 made 
some  applications  to  Mr.  Millett,  the  local  engineer  at  Killilagh,  before  I applied 
to  Mr.  Gamble. 

10432.  How  long  before  you  applied  to  Mr.  Gamble  did  you  apply  to  Mr. 
Millett? — It  was  when  I failed  with  Mr.  Millett  that  I turned  to  Mr.  Gamble- 
that  is  my  impression,  but  I have  not  a distinct  recollection  of  it. 

10433.  Do  you  know  what  answer  you  got  from  Mr.  Millett  to  your  repre- 
sentations ? — I do  not ; but  I suppose  it  was  not  satisfactory. 

10434.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General.']  Did  he  tell  you  he  had  no  authority? — Ido 
not  recollect,  but  my  impression  is  that  he  did. 

10435.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Gamble  was  his  superior  officer? 
— I did  know  it. 

10436.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Gamble  at  that  time  personally? — I never  saw 
him. 

10437.  Did  you  know  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  ? — I did. 

10438.  How  far  from  where  Mr.  Millett  was  when  you  got  no  satisfactory 
answer,  was  Mr.  Gamble  at  the  time  ? — Seventeen  or  1 8 miles,  I suppose. 

10439.  Were  you  ever  in  that  district  upon  duty? — Never. 

10440.  If  you  had  wished  to  correspond  with  Mr.  Gamble,  could  you  have 
written  a letter  by  post  ? — I could  have  done  it. 

10441.  Chairman .]  Why  did  you  apply  to  Mr.  Millett,  who  was  the  inferior 
officer,  in  the  first  instance  ? — I thought  it  was  within  his  province,  as  Mr  Pratt 
did  it  in  the  other  barony ; I was  not  aware  of  Mr.  Gamble’s  authority  for  some 
time,  as  Mr.  Pratt  acted,  as  I thought,  of  his  own  authority. 

10442.  Did  Mr.  Pratt,  who  put  the  men  to  work  in  Burren,  hold  the  same 
subordinate  situation  to  Mr.  Gamble  in  that  district  that  Mr.  Millett  did  in  the 
Killilagh  district? — He  did. 

10443.  Do  you  remember  about  how  many  men  were  employed  just  before 
the  Killilagh  committee  was  formed  ? — Mr.  Conolly  informed  me  that  on  the 
same  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Killilagh  committee  there  were  900. 

10444.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  The  Killilagh  committee  had  not  met  up  to 
a certain  time ; how  came  they  at  the  time  they  did  meet  to  meet  at  all? — The 
general  committee  for  the  whole  barony,  the  season  before,  was  held  at  Ennis- 
timon  ; they  found  it  inconvenient,  and  they  formed  the  barony  into  district 
committees,  of  which  Killilagh  was  one  ; it  was  not  till  lately  the  sub-committee 
was  formed  of  which  Major  Macnamara  was  chairman. 

1 °445-  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Is  there  any  general  committee  appointed  to 
superintend  the  actions  of  the  sub-committees? — Not  in  this  district;  I con- 
ceive they  could  act  irrespective  or  independently  of  any  other  committee. 

10446.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  who  put  on  the  large  number  of  men 
before  the  committee  was  formed  ? — I do  not  know  who  put  on  that  large 
number  of  men,  but  I believe  they  were  put  on  without  any  lists,  save  those 
I alluded  to  already. 

10447.  Who  do  you  suppose  put  them  on? — The  stewards  and  check  clerks, 
and  probably  at  my  own  recommendation ; I am  sure  if  I recommended  them 
they  were  put  on. 

10448.  Were  they  employed  before  any  committee  was  formed? — It  is  my 
impression  they  were. 

10449.  Was  that  absolutely  necessary,  to  save  the  people  from  starvation 
until  the  committee  was  formed  ?— I would  say  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

10450.  And  you  both  approved  of  it,  and  assisted  in  putting  men  on  under 
these  circumstances  ? — I have  not  a distinct  recollection ; but  it  is  my  im- 
pression I recommended  some  of  that  large  number,  but  I know  that  Mr. 
Conolly  told  me  they  were  put  on  without  lists. 

10451.  Who' was  the  first  inspecting  officer  appointed  for  West  Clare  after 
you  were  on  the  committee  ? — I believe  Lieutenant  Bailey. 

1 0452.  Did  he  ever  visit  the  Killilagh  committee  ?—  Never.  . 

1 0453.  Do  you  rememember  Captain  Wynne  succeeding  him  ? — I do. 

10454.  Did  he  ever  attend  the  Killilagh  committee? — No.  n 
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10455.  Or  the  Lisdoonvarna  committee? — No. 

10456.  Did  you  receive  from  Captain  Wynne,  when  on  the  committee  at 
Killilagh,  a copy  of  the  circular  of  the  31st  October,  to  be  found  in  page  59  of 
180  ?— I have  no  recollection  of  it;  it  might  have  been  received  by  my  curate, 
but  I have  no  recollection  of  receiving  it. 

10457.  Mr . Solicitor- General.}  Did  you  ever  see  it  at  the  committee  meet- 
ings ? — I have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  that  document. 

10458.  Chairman.']  Will  you  look  at  the  next  page,  at  the  one  marked 
letter  B,  and  tell  me  if  you  ever  received  that  ? — I do  not  think  I received  that, 
but  I saw  it  in  committee. 

10459.  Will  you  look  at  the  whole  of  the  papers  in  page  59,  commencing 
with  the  one  marked  A,  and  those  in  page  60,  marked  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  and 
those  in  page  61,  marked  F,  G,  and  H,  of  the  Parliamentary  Paper,  180,  and 
inform  us  whether  you  received  those  when  you  were  acting  on  the  Killilagh 
committee  ?— I have  no  recollection  of  any  of  them  except  the  one  marked 
letter  B ; lam  certain  I saw  that. 

10460.  Some  appear  to  be  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee, and  two  to  the  chairman  ? — I was  not  secretary  or  chairman. 

1 046 1 . If  they  were  received  you  might  have  seen  them  ? — I remember 
seeing  the  one  marked  B,  but  of  the  rest  I have  no  distinct  recollection. 

10462.  Did  you  ever  receive,  or  did  the  committee,  to  your  knowledge, 
receive  any  instructions,  either  from  the  inspector  or  the  Government  engineer? 
— To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  during  the  time  of  Captain  Gordon  they  did. 

I was  not  in  constant  attendance  upon  the  committee  after  the  first  month, 
and  Mr.  Conolly  supplied  my  place.  I could  learn  only  from  him  anything 
on  the  subject. 

10463.  Do  you  know  whether  any  application  was  made  by  Captain  Wynne, 
or  any  Government  officers,  for  lists  to  be  sent  in  of  the  destitute  poor  ?— I am 
aware  they  were  made  by  Captain  Gordon  ; but  I am  not  aware  of  any  being 
made  by  Captain  Wynne. 

10464.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Were  those  requests  of  Captain  Gordon  complied 
with  ? — They  were ; probably  not  to  the  full  extent  which  he  required. 

10465.  The  committee  did  what  they  could  to  satisfy  Captain  Gordon? — 

I heard  Mr.  Conolly  say  he  exerted  himself  as  far  as  he  could  to  prepare  the 
necessary  lists  ; I heard  him  state  that  Captain  Gordon  promised  they  should 
be  assisted  by  the  check-clerks  and  officers  of  the  Board,  and  I heard  Mr. 
Conolly  say  they  did  not  receive  that  assistance  from  them. 

10466.  Did  Captain  Gordon  attend  the  meeting  personally? — He  did. 

10467.  Do  you  think  if  Captain  Wynne  had  attended  the  meetings  person- 
ally, his  requests  for  the  lists  would'probably  have  been  complied  with  ? — I have 
no  doubt  there  would  be  the  same  inclination  as  there  was  with  respect  to  any 
application  of  Captain  Gordon’s. 

10468.  Was  there  a feeling  in  the  committees  that  Captain  Wynne  ought 
to  have  attended  some  of  the  meetings  ? — I never  heard  them  complain  of  the 
-loss  of  his  attendance ; they  seemed  not  particularly  anxious  about  him  at  that 
time. 

10469.  The  system  worked  pretty  well  and  easily  ? — It  worked  pretty  satis- 
factorily. 

10470.  Chairman.]  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  recollect  again  the -Lisdoon- 
varna committee,  and  state  whether,  on  calling  it  to  mind,  you  did  not  make 
Captain  Wynne  look  over  the  lists  with  you  ? — 1 met  him  at  Lisdoonvarna,  but 
not  in  committee  ; Captain  Wynne  never  attended  a committee  there. . 

1 047 1 . Did  he  meet  you  to  go  over  the  lists  with  you  as  an  individual  - 
He  went  over  a portion  of  the  lists  with  Mr.  Conolly  and  myself ; I 
should  like  to  state  exactly  what  occurred ; my  residence  is  three  miles  from 
Lisdoonvarna ; a message  from  the  hotel  announced  that  two  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Works  were  waiting  there,  and  that  we  ought  to  go  and 
see  that  all  be  right ; we  went  and  found  Captain  Wynne  in  the  parlour,  and 
Mr.  Gamble  out  on  the  works;  Mr.  Gamble  returned  after  some  time,  and 
seemed  greatly  displeased  with  the  local  engineer,  or  superintendent  of  the 
works ; he  found  fault  with  him,  and  that  consumed  a considerable  portion  of 
our  time;. then  the  lists  were  taken  out,  and  Captain  Wynne  considered  that 
■the  numbers  at  work,  compared  with  the  number  in  each  family,  were  too  large. 
I had  no  conversation  with  Captain  Wynne  on  the  lists  except  that. 
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10472.  Wliat  explanation  did  you  give  to  Captain  Wynne  about  the  numbe  • 
being  put  on  the  works  being  out  of  proportion  to  the  number  who  ought  t 
be  on,  including  the  number  in  family  ? — I think  Mr.  Conolly  and  I merel° 
stated,  that  with  the  great  destitution  and  the  high  price  of  food,  such  a numbe- 
was  required  in  order  to  sustain  them  in  life. 

1 0473.  Were  the  men  who  were  put  on  the  works  by  the  committees  with 
which  you  were  connected  regularly  checked  and  paid  ? — So  fai»as  I remember 
they  were  ; they  never  complained  with  regard  to  the  payments. 

10474.  Did  you  make  any  complaint  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works 
who  were  on  duty  in  Killilagh  did  not  afford  the  necessary  assistance  and 
information  to  the  committee  ? — I did. 

10475.  To  whom  did  you  make  that  complaint? — To  Captain  Gordon  and 
Captain  Wynne  ; Captain  Gordon  particularly. 

1 0476.  Did  you  state  to  either  of  those  gentlemen  that  their  conduct  was  con- 
trary to  the  circular  of  Inspector  Hotham  in  the  “ Times”  newspaper?— I did. 

10477.  What  answer  did  either  of  those  gentlemen  make  to  you?— Mr'. 
Gamble  said  he  did  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hotham* 
and  I distinctly  recollect  his  saying  that  he  deemed  that  document  an  impru- 
dent one. 

10478.  What  was  the  circular  of  Inspector  Hotham? — It  was  directed  to 
the  engineers  in  his  district,  ordering  the  check  clerks  and  overseers,  and  such 
persons,  to  attend,  the  committees  and  give  them  all  assistance  and  information. 
He  said  it  was  imprudent,  and  I said  if  it  was  it  would  be  desirable  to  divest  it 
of  its  official  character,  such  being  likely  to  lead  persons  astray. 

_ 1 0479-  Do  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  Government  officers  in  your 
district  had,  either  by  themselves  or  others,  attended  your  committees  and  given 
you  more  directions  and  instructions  for  your  assistance  and  guidance?— 
Undoubtedly. 

10480.  Mr.  Bellow.']  Would  not  their  having  done  so  have  materially  inter- 
fered with  the  other  duties  they  had  to  perform  ? — I should  think  not. 

10481.  Chairman.]  When  Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  thought  the  course 
adopted  by  Mr.  Hotham  was  imprudent,  did  he  not  state  it  was  imprudent 
because  it  was  inconvenient  for  the  check  clerks  or  stewards  to  absent  them- 
selves from  the  works  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  relief  committees  ? — I do 
not  recollect  that  to  be  his  reply ; at  the  same  time  I will  not  say  he  did  not 
express  it. 

104S2.  Did  you  ever  see  a letter  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  M.  Macnamara,  Dub- 
lin, from  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  the  2d  of  December,  in  which  he  says:  “Sir,  in 
reply  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I beg  to  assure  you  that  I am  most 
anxious  in  all  matters  to  co-operate  with  the  committee.  Much  inconvenience 
has,  however,  arisen  from  check  clerks,  stewards,  &c.  absenting  themselves 
from  the  works,  which  they  are  but  too  glad  to  do  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
relief  committees.  It  is  desirable  that  all  communications  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  made  to  the  local  engineer  ; but  as  he  can  but  seldom  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  committees,  directions  have  been  given  to  the  principal  over- 
seer in  each  parish  to  wait  on  the  committee  whenever  the  secretary  may  send 
him  a requisition  to  that  effect.  With  the  view  of  redressing  any  abuses  that 
may  exist,  I shall  be  glad  at  all  times  to  receive  any  communications  on  the 
subject  of  the  works  that  you  may  do  me  the  favour  of  addressing  to  me  ”? — * 
I do  not  recollect. 

10483.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  mentioned  ? — I have  some  faint  recollection  of 
having  heard  the  substance  of  that  letter,  but  I cannot  charge  my  memory. 

_ 1 °4_84-  Do  you  think  the  views  of  Mr.  Gamble  are  more  prudent  ones  than 
tv?-  , tkam’s5  in  not  allowing  the  check  clerks  to  attend  the  committees  ?— 
I think  not ; we  never  supposed  all  the  check  clerks  would  attend  any  one 
meeting ; we  only  supposed  there  would  be  one  check  clerk  taken  out  of  three 
or  four,  or  five  or.  six,  and  that  a few  hours’  attendance  from  such  individual 
would  produce  no  inconvenience. 

10485.  Here  is  an  allegation  in  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter,  that  the  check  clerks 
and  stewards  would  be  glad  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  of  absenting 
themselves  from  the  works ; have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  would  be  so  r 
— I have  not. 

1 0486.  Do  jrou  think  it  would  be  much  better  that  some  check  clerks  01 
stewards  should  be  ordered  to  attend,  to  give  information  ?— I do. 

10487.  Was 
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104S7.  Was  the  absence  of  that  information  found  to  be  of  great  incon- 
venience ? — I am  sure  it  was. 

10488.  Did  it  much  increase  the  difficulties  in  which  the  committee  were 
placed  by  the  prevailing  destitution  ? — I am  sure  it  did ; there  was  a great 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  who  were  on  and  who  were  off  the  works. 

10489.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Were  the  stewards  and  check  clerks,  for  the 
most  part,  men  of  the  country  ? — They  were. 

10490.  In  what  condition  of  life  were  they  ?— They  might  be  termed,  at  that 
time,  comfortable,  something  above  the  labourer ; they  could  read  and 
write. 

10491 . Any  fanners  ?— Small  farmers. 

10492.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  discover  any  irregularities  committed  by 
the  relief  committee  at  Killilagh  which  you  are  disposed  to  attribute  partly  to 
the  absence  of  the  check  clerks  and  subordinate  Government  officers  from  the 
committee  ? — Of  the  absence  of  these  persons,  and  of  the  information  to  be  given 
by  them,  I know  the  committee  did  complain. 

10493.  Chairman.]  In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Gamble,  he  states  “ that  he,  as  the 
local  engineer,  can  but  seldom  attend  the  meetings  of  the  committees.  Direc- 
tions have  been  given  to  the  principal  overseer  in  each  parish  to  wait  on  the 
committee  whenever  the  secretary  may  send  him  a requisition  to  that  effect.” 
Do  you  know  if  the  overseers  did  ever  attend  any  committee  ? — I believe  they 
attended  the  committee  unsolicited.  The  committee  complained  they  did  not 
get  the  particular  persons  they  required  at  the  particular  times. 

10494.  Would  not  the  principal  overseer  be  able  to  give  any  assistance  and 
information  that  the  committees  might  require  ? — Not  so  good  or  general  as  a 
person  employed  in  a smaller  locality ; the  principal  overseer  is  over  a large 
tract,  and  we  preferred  the  overseer  to  a particular  road  in  individual  cases. 

1 049,5.  Did  you  mention  that  to  Mr.  Gamble  ? — No. 

10496.  Was  that  complied  with?— The  contrary  to  it  was  complied  with;  a 
circular  was  issued  by  the  local  engineer,  directing  that  the  clerks  should  not 
attend  the  committee  without  his  own  sanction. 

10497.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  know  if  that  sanction  was  ever  given?— I 
do  not  know  that  it  was  sought  afterwards.  I think  the  committee  was  de- 
termined to  work  by  itself.  The  local  engineer  was  eight  or  nine  miles  from 
the  committee,  and  the  inconvenience  was  very  great  of  writing  to  him  by 
post  and  getting  a reply. 

10498.  Deeming  that  an  inconvenience,  did  you  ever  make  an  application  to 
Mr.  Gamble  for  his  permission  to  those  resident  subordinate  officers  to  attend  ? 

1 — I complained  of  their  non-attendance,  and  received  the  reply  I just  now  gave. 

10499.  Did  the  committee  make  any  application  to  Mr.  Gamble  to  permit 
the  attendance  of  his  officers  ? — I believe  the  committee  complained  that  the 
local  engineer  would  not  allow  them  to  attend. 

10500.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Have  you  a copy  of  the  letter  stating  the 
complaint  ? — I have  not. 

10501.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General.]  Did  the  committee  ever  write  to  the  Board 
of  Works? — I am  not  aware. 

10502.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  not  think  that,  with  a view  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  officers  on  the  public  works,  it  was  proper,  before  the  check 
clerks  should  attend  the  relief  committees,  leave  should  be  asked  of  the  local 
engineer  ?■ — I should  think  if  they  were  to  attend  in  large  numbers  it  would  be 
necessary. 

1(,5°3-  Not  for  a single  individual? — Not  for  a single  individual. 

1 0504.  Mr.  Belleiu.]  If  only  a single  individual  attended,  with  the  object  you 
had  in  view,  it  would  only  apply  to  the  particular  work  of  which  that  individual 
"as  overseer? — Yes;  when  we  got  all  the  information  upon  that,  we  would 
send  him  back,  and  then  send  for  another ; thus  we  would  only  have  one  at  a 
time. 

„ 1 °5°5-  Chairman.]  Mr.  Millett  is  said  to  have  written  a letter,  on  the  21st 
of  November  1846,  directed  to  Messrs.  J.  Fitzpatrick,  O’Brien,  and  com- 
pany. . “ Sirs, — You  will  please  to  observe  that  you  are  not  to  attend  any 
committees,  or  produce  any  book,  list,  or  communication,  relative  to  the 
works  being,  carried  on  under  my  charge,  without  my  especial  permission.” 
Is  that  the  direction  you  mention  as  having  been  contrary  to  a compliance  ? — 

hat  is  the  direction  of  which  the  committee  complained. 
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10506.  -Was  it  easy  for  the  committee  to  apply  to  Mr.  Millett  for  special 
permission  to  get  any  particular  information  ? — Very  inconvenient.  1 

10507.  Why  ? —Because  lie  was  10  miles  from  the  cabin  in  which  we  held 
the  committee  in  that  remote  district  ; and  after  sending  to  Mr.  Millett 
he  might  be  10  or  12  miles  farther  off,  and  we  would  have  had  a difficulty  in 
finding  him. 

10508.  Must  that  necessarily  have  caused  a great  delay? — A great  incon- 
venience. 

10509.  How  near  to  the  place  where  you  held  the  committee,  were  the  check 
clerks  whose  information  you  required  ? — Some  of  them  not  200  yards  distant  • 
some  half  a mile,  and  some  a mile. 

10510.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  ever  send  for  the  one  you  required'- 
I have  known  instances  of  sending  for  one. 

10511.  Did  you  get  your  information  ? — Yes. 

10512.  Did  he  come?— He  came;  this  was  before  the  issuing  of  the  docu- 
ments read  ; we  never  sent  after  that,  as  far  as  I recollect. 

10513.  Chairman.]  In  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter,  which  I read  a short  time  ago 
he  intimated  that  the  check  clerks  would  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  absenting  themselves  from  the  works  ; have  you  any  reason  to 
believe  they  would  be  glad  to  take  advantage  of  that  ?— I have  not. 

10514.  Do  you  know  whether  the  check  clerks  had,  at  that  time,  been 
charged  with  putting  improper  persons  on  the  works  without  the  sanction  of 
the  committee  ?— I premised  by  saying,  that  after  the  first  month  of  the  com- 
mittee I ceased  to  attend;  I left  it  to  Mr.  Conolly;  I could  only  learn  from 
him  anything  that  I can  give  in  evidence. 

10515.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Has  Mr.  Conolly  been  summoned  here? — 
No. 

10516.  Is  he  in  that  part  of  the  country  now? — Not  in  that  parish. 

10517.  But  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — He  is. 

10518.  And  well,  and  able  to  come,  if  he  had  been  summoned? — I sup- 
pose so. 

10519.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  think  the  local  knowledge  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  relief  committees  was  insufficient  without  the  assistance  of  the 
check  clerks  ? — I do. 

10520.  Chairman .]  I will  call  your  attention  to  a meeting  w'liich,  I believe, 
you  had  in  November,  last  year,  with  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  at  the 
hotel  at  Lisdoon varna ; is  that  the  meeting  before  alluded  to  ? — Yes. 

10521.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  check  clerks  were  complained  of  for  not 
doing  their  duty  in  attending  to  the  works,  and  that  the  reason  they  gave  in 
excuse  was,  that  they  were  obliged  to  attend  the  committees? — I have  not 
heard  that. 

10522.  Did  any  attendance  on  committees  prevent  their  attending  to  their 
work? — I am  not  aware. 

I0523-  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  censuring  Mr.  Russell,  one  of  the 
Board’s  officers,  on  that  occasion  ? — He  found  fault  with  his  conduct. 

10524.  What  was  the  complaint  against  Mr.  Russell? — There  was  a lame 
man,  a ganger,  seated  on  an  ass 

10525.  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  making  any  remark  upon  that 
occasion  regarding  the  funds  which  were  meant  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  ?— 

I do. 

10526.  What  was  it  ? — He  said  the  funds  were  intended  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  but  were  never  destined  for  the  payment  of  the  landlords’  rent. 

10527.  Did  you  make  any  reply  to  that? — I did.  I told  him  I was  not 
aware  of  their  being  converted  to  such  a purpose,  and  I deemed  the  observation 
from  him  an  imprudent  one,  inasmuch  as  its  being  known  to  come  from  a 
Government  officer,  it  would  encourage  the  people  to  withhold  the  payment  of 
rents,  which  they  had  a sufficient  disinclination  to  pay  already. 

1052b..  Had  you  yourself,  or  any  member  of  that  committee,  advanced  such 
a proposition,  as  that  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  were 
intended  to  enable  tenants  to  pay  their  landlords’  rents  ? — I do  not  recol- 
lect it. 

10529.  Mr.  Solicitor -General]  Had  Captain  Wynne  said  there  were  tenants 
who  were  receiving  relief? — He  did  not  state  it;  he  made  the  proposition  a 
general  one. 

10530.  Chairman. \ 
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10530.  Chairman .]  Was  it  not  with  reference  to  a conversation  about 
tenants,  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  employed? — The  im- 
pression on  my  mind  was,  that  there  was  no  antecedent  conversation,  which 
would  induce  me  to  think  this  called  for  observation. 

10531.  Lid  you  know  at  that  time  that  the  Government  officers  had  com- 
plained, within  their  districts,  that  tenants  were  placed  on  the  public  works  ? 
— I did  not  know  it  in  that  locality. 

10532.  Anywhere  in  Captain  Wynne’s  district;  did  you  know  that  com- 
plaints had  been  made  in  West  Clare  ? — I cannot  say  ; I confine  my  observa- 
tions to  my  own  district. 

10533.  Might  not  Captain  Wynne’s  remark  have  reference  to  what  was 
passing  around  him,  in  his  own  district  ? — It  might ; it  was  addressed  to  me. 

10534-  Mr.  Bellew .]  Were  you  yourself  aware  of  cases  where  rent  was  paid 
by  men  employed  on  the  works  ? — I do  not  know  of  one. 

10535-  Had  Captain  Wynne  been  speaking  regarding  the  very  large  number 
of  men  employed  in  your  district  ? — He  had  not ; his  conversation  seemed  to 
be  a new  one.  We  gave  up  the  subject  of  the  lists,  and  we  walked  over  to 
another  window,  when  he  introduced  this  proposition. 

10536.  Does  it  not  strike  you  that  it  must  have  had  reference  to  something 
that  passed  elsewhere,  and  which  was  in  his  mind  ? — I could  not  say. 

10537-  Y°u  saW  Captain  Wynne  had  gone  over  the  lists  with  you  ?— Over 
part  of  them. 

10538.  Did  he  not,  in  that  part  he  went  over,  point  out  several  as  being 
unfit  persons  to  put  on,  being  above  destitution? — No,  but  he  pointed  out  the 
number  as  being  too  large  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  in  family,  and  the  rea- 
son I think  so  is,  that  he  had  no  means  of  knowing  the  property  of  the  per- 
sons, because  he  had  no  classification  of  the  stock. 

10539.  D°  you  know  whether  there  was  any  column  for  land  held  by  the 
parties,  or  for  stock? — My  distinct  impression  is,  there  was  not,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Wynne  could  not  have,  therefore,  made  the  observation  on  that  account. 

10540.  Was  there  a column  for  the  numbers  in  family  ? — There  was. 

10541.  Do  you  remember  complaining  to  Captain  Wynne  at  Erinistimon  of 
some  inconvenience  being  suffered  by  the  poor  tradesmen  ? — I do. 

10542.  What  was  the  complaint  you  made,  and  what  was  the  inconvenience? 
— I complained  that  the  poor  tradesmen  were  not  paid  regularly ; that  the 
sums  due  were  deferred  sometimes  a month  and  sometimes  a longer  period,  and 
Captain  Wynne's  reply  was,  he  would  look  to  it,  for  it  arose  from  the  ignorance 
of  the  English  people  or  the  Government  (I  do  not  know  which)  of  the  state 
of  the  Irish  tradesmen. 

10543-  Did  he  say  he  would  endeavour  to  get  it  remedied? — He  did. 

10544.  Did  you  ever  hear  whether  it  was  remedied  ? — I did  not. 

10545-  Was  it  the  fact  that  the  tradesmen  did  suffer  very  much  from  the 
irregularity  of  the  payments  ?-- It  was. 

1 0546.  Do  you  know  that  the  pressure  upon  the  Government  officers  was  so 
great  that  it  was  very  difficult  to  preserve  regularity  in  the  proceedings  ? — I 
am  not  aware ; very  likely  it  was  ; I should  think  it  was. 

10547.  Do  you  remember  a resolution  being  passed  in  that  committee  con- 
demning Mr.  MTnirney’s  conduct? — I was  present  when  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

10548.  Was  it  ordered  to  be  sent  to  his  superiors? — It  was. 

10549.  Was  it  sent? — No. 

10550.  Why  was  it  not  sent  ?-^  Because  he  apologised. 

i°55i  • To  whom? — To  the  committee  and  the  gentleman,  the  member  of 
the  committee,  whom  he  offended. 

10552-  Did  Major  Macnamara  request  the  committee,  upon  his  apologising, 
to  withdraw  the  resolution,  and  not  send  it  ? — He  did. 

10553-  What  was  the  complaint  that  was  made  of  Mr.  MTnirney’s  conduct? 
~~A  member  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara,  complained  that 
MTnirney  had  an  undue  number  of  Pat  Danaher’s  family,  with  whom  he  lived, 
on  the  works,  and  that  Danaher  was  comparatively  independent. 

1 °554-  Was  the  charge  that  he,  from  motives  of  partiality,  had  placed  per- 
sons improperly  on  the  works  ? — That  was  the  charge.  He  was  sent  for,  and 
he  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  manner  of  their  getting  on  the  works,  and  Mr. 
rnncis  Macnamara  made  the  reply  he  could  not  he  ignorant  of  it,  and  he  very 
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tartly  replied  he  would  not  answer  him,  he  would  reply  to  the  chairman-  a A 
Major  Macnamara  said  that  was  no  reply  to  give  to  any  member  of  the'cr) 
mittee,  and  told  him  to  retire  ; but  meaning,  as  I thought,  to  retire  while  th*' 
deliberated  on  the  case.  After  he  retired,  the  resolution  was  framed  co^ 
demnatory  of  MTnirney’s  conduct,  and  with  orders  to  send  it  to  his  superi*1' 
officers.  Major  Macnamara  sent  for  MTnirney,  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
he  was  outside  the  door ; but  MTnirney  had  returned  to  the  road  on  which  he 
was  engaged,  and  Major  Macnamara  then  told  a policeman  to  go  and  call  him 
back ; he  was  called  in,  and  the  resolution  read  to  him,  and  Major  Mac- 
namara said,  “ If  you  apologise  for  your  conduct,  this  resolution  I will  move  to 
have  withdrawn,”  and  MTnirney  still  stated  he  did  not  give  offence,  and  did  not 
intend  to  ; he  said,  “ If  I have  given  offence  of  course  I will  apologise.” 

10555.  Upon  that  was  the  resolution  withdrawn  ?— It  was. 

1 0556.  Was  there  any  pretence  for  saying  that  MTnirney  was  arrested  upon 
that  occasion  ? — I heard  it  stated  that  he  complained  of  being  arrested. 

10557.  Was  there  any  pretence  for  it? — I should  say  not. 

10558.  Was  any  direction  given  by  any  person  in  the  committee  to  arrest 
this  man  ? — Certainly  not. 

10559.  Was  anything  done  at  any  time,  except  sending  the  constable  to 
desire  him  to  come  back  after  he  had  been  told  to  retire  ? — That  is  my  fixed 
opinion. 

10560.  Was  he  brought  in  with  the  constables  when  he  first  came  to  you? 
— He  was  not. 

10561.  Did  he  come  back  with  the  constables? — I was  in  the  committee- 
room  ; I could  not  see  whether  they  accompanied  him  to  the  room  or  not. 

10562.  You  afterwards  heard  that  he  complained  that  he  had  been  arrested? 
—Yes. 

10563.  Did  you  make  inquiries  about  it  ?— Yes. 

t 10564*.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  was  the  slightest  pretence  for 
his  alleging  that  he  had  been  arrested? — I have  the  strongest  reason  for 
believing  the  contrary. 

_ 10565.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  that  MTnirney  was  taken  through  a' 
village  with  two  police  constables  ? — He  may  have  walked  with  them. 

. 1 °556._  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  MTnirney  walked  through  the 
village  with  a constable  on  either  side  of  him  ? — I believe  he  did  not,  and  the 
reason  .is,  he  would  not  have  to  pass  through  the  village  of  Lough,  as  stated, 
in  coming  to  the  committee  room. 

10567.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  he  was 
accompanied  by  two  police  constables  ? — I have  not. 

1 0568.  Mr.  IVilliams.]  MTnirney  states  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Millett, 

“ I was  then  ordered  outside  doors,  after  some  queries,  in  the  most  insulting 
and  ungracious  manner,  in  the  presence  of  a crowd  assembled  outside  the 
doors  on  the  occasion;”  do  you  consider  that  statement  to  be  correct?— 

I should  say  it  is  not  correct,  for  this  reason,  that  the  crowd  outside  could  not 
know  what  was  going  on  inside  a closed  room,  and  there  was  no  harsh 
language  used  in  the  presence  of  the  crowd  I am  certain. 

10569.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  he  not  told  to  leave  the  room? — He 
was. 

10570.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  MTnirney 
was  taken  through  the  village  of  Roadford  with  a policeman  on  either  side  of 
him?— I have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  he  might  have  walked  with  them,  but 
not  as  their  prisoner. 

.10571.  Mr . Solicitor-General.]  Are  you  aware  you  may  be  a man’s  prisoner 
without  his  holding  you  ? — I am  not  aware. 

10572.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  you  hear  any  remarks  made? — I did,  and  that  was 
the  reason  I inquired  of  the  serjeant  of  police. 

I0573*  Mr.  Williams.]  What  was  the  direction  given  by  the  committee. to 
the  policeman?— “ Go  and  call  back  MTnirney  again.”  That  was  the  direction 
given  by  the  chairman  in  the  usual  way. 

10574.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  the  police,  do  you  think  it 
is  likely  the  police  would  have  taken  him  into  custody  ? — I think  it  m° 
unlikely ; he  (the  constable)  is  a man  of  good  sense,  and  I would  not  expect 
him  to  do  an  imprudent  act. 

10575.  Mr.  Repton .]  When  Mlnirney  came  back  did  he  not  complain  that 
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he  had  been  made  a prisoner  of ?— No ; but  he  said,  when  he  came  into  the 
room,  “ I suppose,  gentlemen,  I am  your  prisoner." 

10576*  What  happened  then  ?— The  suggestion  was  not  taken  up  I was 
merely  called  on  to  read  the  resolution ; it  was  read,  and  Major  Macnamara 
told  him  if  he  would  apologise  it  would  be  withdrawn. 

10577.  The  committee  assented  to  the  remark  that  he  was  then  prisoner 
and  did  not  observe  upon  it? — I should  say  not.  ’ 

10578.  Did  they  say  nothing  ?— I should  think  they  treated  it  with  indif- 
ference. 

10579.  They  looked  upon  it  as  a matter  of  indifference  ?— That  is  my  opinion 
10580.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  If  you  saw  a man  in  MTnirney’s  position  walk- 
ing with  two  policemen,  what  would  be  your  impression  ?— In  the  particular 
circumstances,  I could  not  say  he  was  a prisoner,  because  the  policeman  is  the 
ordinary  messenger  of  the  committee. 

10581.  And  therefore  anybody  might  have  been  observed  to  walk  through 
3 village  in  company  with  a policeman  ? — I am  sure  I have  walked  myself  with 
a policeman  to  the  committee  when  he  has  been  sent  for  me. 

105S2.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether,  when  the  committee  treated  it 
with  indifference,  they  considered  the  complaint  so  contrary  to  fact  and  so 
frivolous,  that  they  never  thought  of  it  r — Precisely. 

10583.  Was  there  anything  which  could  at  ah  justify  such  a statement  as  this 
made  by  Patrick  M'lnirney : “ I was  again  forced  off  by  a seijeant  of  police  and 
one  of  his  men,  a distance  of  nearly  half  a mile,  in  presence  of  the  country  and 
through  the  village  of  Roadford,  like  an  assassin  (with  the  exception  of  not 
being  manacled),  to  stand  another  trial  before  the  afore-mentioned  tribunal?” 
—I  have  no  reason  to  think  the  language  is  justified  by  the  facts. 

10584.  Was  there  anything  bearing  the  appearance  of  standing  a trial,  either 
the  first  or  second  time  he  was  before  the  committee  ?— I could  never  conceive 
there  was. 

. 10585.  He  says,  “The  indictment  was  then  read  for  me,  a composition 
signed  by  the  members  of  committee,  calling  upon  the  Board  of  Works  for  my 
dismissal,  on  the  grounds  of  giving  offence  to  a member  of  that  committee.” 
Was  there  anything  of  that  sort  ? — I do  not  know  what  he  means  by  an  indict- 
ment. 

10586.  Was  any  paper  read  over  to  him,  calling  upon  the  Board  of  Works 
to  dismiss  him,  on  account  of  his  giving  offence  to  a member  of  the  committee? 
Yes,  the  paper  called  on  the  Board  to  correct  him. 

10587.  What  offence  was  that? — His  saying  he  would  not  answer  Mr. 
Francis  Macnamara,  but  he  would  answer  the  chairman,  and  it  was  more  in 
the  manner  than  the  expression. 

10588.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Might  not  the  words  ordering  him  to  leave 
the  room  or  retire,  contain  more  in  the  manner  than  the  expression  ? — I should 
think  not;  Major  Macnamara  ordered  him  to  retire;  he  said,  “You  will 
retire,”  or  f‘  Go  out and  his  manner  impressed  me  with  the  idea  that  he  was 
to  stand  outside  the  door. 

10589.  Chairman.]  Did  you  expect  he  would  remain? — That  was  my  view. 
10590.  Was  there  anything  in  the  manner  towards  this  person  to  justify 
this  expression  in  his  letter,  “ 1 was  then  ordered  outside  doors,  after  some 
queries,  in  the  most  insulting  and  ungracious  manner,  in  presence  of  a crowd 
assembled  outside  doors  on  the  occasion”? — The  conduct  of  the  committee  on 
the  occasion  made  no  such  impression  on  my  mind. 
i°59i-  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Is  MTnirney  an  Irishman? — He  is,  I believe. 
10592.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  know  why  two  policemen  were  sent  for 
^i}?  I should  think  the  two  were  not  directed;  Major  Macnamara  told  a 
policeman  to  look  for  him ; the  road  was  very  extensive,  and  probably  there 
were  200  or  300  men  employed. 

10593-  You  think  that  the  road  is  so  extensive  that  two  policemen  were 
r him  in  a shorter  time  and  with  more  convenience  by  going  in 

iiierent  directions.  The  seijeant  might  have  told  one  of  his  men  to  go  and 
look  for  MTnirney. 

*°594-  Not  from  any  idea  that  he  would  resist  the  request  of  the  committee 
and  refuse  to  come  ? — Undoubtedly  not ; that  is  my  impression. 

10595-  Mr.  Repton.  ] Two  policemen  came  back  with  him  ? — I do  not  know; 
i was  in  the  room. 

0,105-  4 A 2 10596.  Chairman .] 
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10596.  Chairman .]  Had  you  any  means  of  observing  Captain  Gordon’s  con- 
duct in  business  during  the  time  he  was  in  that  district  ? — I had. 

10597.  Have  you  every  reason  to  approve  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which 
he  executed  the  duties  of  his  office  ?— Every  reason  during  his  time  there. 

10598.  Did  you  attend  the  investigation  at  Liscannor  on  the  l/th  of  Decem- 
ber ? — I did. 

10599.  Was  Captain  Wynne  there  r — He  was. 

10600.  And  Mr.  Gamble? — Yes. 

10601.  Was  it  a large  meeting? — It  was. 

10602.  About  how  many  were  there?— About  100  persons,  I should  say, in 
the  streets  and  in  the  room. 

10603.  Were  there  magistrates  present? — There  were. 

10604.  Were  there  members  of  the  relief  committee  from  other  districts 
besides  Liscannor  ? — Yes. 

10605.  Why  did  they  attend  ? — I cannot  say,  but  I can  say  why  I attended 
myself.  I attended  at  the  instance  of  Major  Macnamara,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  certain  charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  which  were  intended  to  be 
introduced  at  that  meeting  after  investigating  those  of  Liscannor. 

10606.  Did  you  know,  when  you  went  there,  that  the  investigation  was  to  be 
of  a charge  preferred  against  Mr.  O’Brien  by  Mr.  Westropp  ? — I did. 

10607.  Did  Major  Macnamara  preside  ? — He  did. 

10608.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Brien  making  any  statement  to  the  persons 
present  regarding  the  charge  made  on  him  by  Mr.  Westropp? — I do. 

10609.  What  did  he  say?— He  spoke  condemnatory  of  those  charges,  and 
also  of  the  maimer  of  introducing  them  without  giving'  him  due  intimation, 
and  he  said  now  that  an  opportunity  was  afforded  to  set  the  matter  right,  and 
vindicate  himself,  he  implored  several  persons  present  to  come  forward  and 
give  their  evidence  fearlessly.  That  was  the  substance  of  his  address. 

10610.  Did  he  say  openly  whether  he  was  anxious  to  have  the  whole  truth 
told?— He  did. 

10611.  Did  anybody  come  forward  ? —Yes. 

10612.  Who? — I should  say  there  were  five  or  six  persons  introduced.  The 
first  man  I knew  was  Connor  Talty. 

10613.  Who  brought  him  in  ? — He  was  brought  in  on  the  Westropp  side,  if 
I may  term  it  so ; and  1 believe  the  person  who  introduced  him  was  the  driver, 
Daniel  Neylan  ; I should  think  so. 

10614.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Do  you  know  whether  he  did,  or  whether  it 
was  some  other  person  ?—  I do  not  know. 

10615.  Chairman.]  Did  you  know  Daniel  Neylan  before  that  day? — I knew 
him  12  or  13  years  before.  I believe  at  the  meeting  I scarcely  knew  him. 

10616.  Did  you  know  his  person,  and  know  that  he  was  driver  to  Dean 
Stackpoole  ?— He  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  taking  a prominent  part. 

10617.  Did  he  take  a prominent  part?  — He  appeared  very  anxious  to 
produce  the  witnesses. 

10618.  In  what  respect  did  he  appear  so  ? — He  was  opening  the  passage  for 
the  admission  of  those  persons  who  were  called  on  to  give  testimony. 

10619.  Were  any  of  those  persons  who  came  in  examined  by  Captain 
Wynne  in  your  presence  ? — They  were. 

10620.  Did  you  hear  in  what  way  he  examined  them? — He  asked  them  if 
they  had  any  charge  to  make  against  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  or  whether 
they  were  kept  off  the  works,  and  persons  of  better  means  substituted. 

10621.  Before  he  put  the  question  were  their  names  mentioned  — They 
were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection;  I know  Talty’s  was. 

10622.  Did  they  appear  to  be  tenants  on  the  Dean  Stackpoole  property?*— 
They  appeared  to  be  so,  in  consequence  of  coming  in  when  the  complainants 
were  called  on ; and  the  persons  represented  as  complaining  were,  I under- 
stood, from  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property ; and  I know  that  Talty  was  one  ot 
the  tenants,  I know  the  locality. 

10623.  What  did  any  of  the  witnesses  whom  you  heard  examined  state,  m 
answer  to  the  questions  put  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — They  said  they  had  no 
cause  of  complaint.  I heard  them  distinctly  say  they  had  no  hand  or  part  m 
some  memorial  that  was  represented  as  having  been  sent  up  to  Dean 
Stackpoole  or  Mr.  Westropp. 

10624.  When  they  came  in  did  you  see  Daniel  Neylan  making  room  for The 
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whole  of  them,  or  any  single  person  ?— My  first  impression  was,  that  Daniel 
Neylan  was  opening  the  passage:  I did  not  take  notice  until  Mr.  O’Brien 
made  some  statement  in  relation  to  it. 

10625.  Did  you  hear  him  state  that  these  were  the  parties  he  intended  to  be 
examined? — I have  no  recollection  of  any  such  expression. 

10626.  What  was  the  conclusion  of  the  examination: — I did  not  await  the 
entire  conclusion,  but  I was  there  time  enough  to  ascertain  from  Captain 
Wynne  that  there  was  nothing  proved  against  them ; on  the  contrary,  there 
was  no  charge  sustained.  . 

10627.  Before  that,  did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  make  any  charge  against 
Daniel  Neylan  ?— I did. 

10628.  What  was  the  charge  he  made  against  him? — He  attributed  the 
whole  of  those  proceedings  to  Daniel  Neylan’s  hostility  to  himself,  and  that 
that  arose  from  Mr.  O’Brien  prosecuting  Neylan  some  years  since  for  unjustly 
defrauding  some  poor  woman  of  a horse  and  car,  or  of  its  price. 

10629.  Did  he  say  that  to  Daniel  Neylan  himself?— He  said  that  in  the 
hearing  of  Daniel  Neylan ; I am  sure  he  was  listening. 

10630.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  he  not  say  “robbing”  the  woman? — 

I cannot  deny  or  affirm  the  word. 

10631.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  or  Mr.  O’Brien  make  that  charge 
against  Neylan  ? — He  did. 

10632.  Did  Neylan  take  any  notice  of  the  charge? — I do  not  recollect. 

10633.  Was  Neylan  himself  examined  by  Captain  Wynne? — I have  no 
recollection  of  it. 

10634.  Did  Captain  Wynne,  in  your  presence,  make  any  remark  about  Mr. 
Westropp  not  being  there  ? — My  impression  is,  that  he  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment at  the  absence  of  Mr.  Westropp,  who  had  promised  to  come. 

1 0635.  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  say  what  he  would  report  to  the  Board 
of  Works  regarding  the  inquiry  ? — l left  before  the  examination. 

10636.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Gamble  say  whether  he  approved  of  what  Captain 
Wynne  stated? — He  appeared  to  me  as  concurring  fully  in  Captain  Wynne’s 
previous  observations. 

10637.  He  made  no  public  statement? — I do  not  recollect  the  words;  that 
was  my  impression. 

10638.  Mr.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  Captain  Wynne  made  a correct  repre- 
sentation of  the  investigation  that  took  place  in  the  information  he  conveyed 
to  the  Board  of  Works  in  Dublin,  in  stating  that  the  witnesses  were  not  dis- 
posed to  come  forward  ? — I do  not  think  he  was  justified  in  making  that  repre- 
sentation. 

10639.  Was  any  publicity  given  that  that  inquiry  was  to  take  place,  and  an 
invitation  conveyed  to  any  person  who  could  establish  a complaint,  to  attend 
that  meeting  ? — Proclamation  to  that  effect  was  duly  made. 

10640.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  every  means  were  taken  to  bring  forward 
such  persons  as  were  supposed  to  be  able  to  substantiate  the  complaint?  I 
have  not  heard  anything  to  induce  me  to  think  otherwise. 

10641.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Are  those  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  parishioners 
of  your  own  ? — No,  not  at  present. 

10642.  Is  Daniel  Neylan  a parishioner  of  your  own?  No. 

10643.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  find  in  that  part  of  the  country 
much  aversion  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  give  evidence  ? I have  no  know- 
ledge of  myself ; I do  not  attend  the  courts  of  justice,  nor  do  I see  them 
examined. 

1 0644.  You  cannot  answer  ? — I could  not,  except  by  hearsay. 

10645.  Mr.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  there  is  any  feeling  of  apprehension 
on  the  minds  of  the  people  in  the  neighbourhood  that  Mr . 0 Brien  would  take 
the  opportunity  of  doing  them  some  injury,  provided  they  gave  evidence  not 
favourable  to  himself? — I have  no  reason  to  think  they  should  entertain  that, 
and  from  my  knowledge  of  Mr.  O’Brien  I think  him  incapable  of  it. 

10646.  Have  you  ever  known  him  oppress  or  injure  any  individual  because 
he  might  have  done  something  to  give  him  offence  ? — Decidedly  not.  . 

10647.  Chairman.]  Is  Mr.  O’Brien  much  respected  by  the  people  m the 
neighbourhood? — Very  much. 

10648.  Is  he  considered  in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  lives  as  taking 
an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  poor  people  ? — A most  decided  interest. 

0.105.  4 A3  10649-  We 
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10649.  w«  hare  been  told  he  is  a good  landlord,  and  that  his  estot 
improved  by  attention  and  outlay  of  money  on  it ; is  that  so  ?— Verr  „ . 

10650.  Has  he  laid  out  a considerable  sum  of  money  in  imm-ovi™  v “ so' 
by  labour  during  the  periods  of  distress  ' Very  considerable  indeed  *S<State 

10651.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  subscribed  a considerable  . 
money  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  during  that  period  ?— When  we  h«T  °f 
committee  for  the  barony  he  subscribed  to  it.  This  year  there  is  a local  ^ 
mittee  of  which  he  is  the  chairman,  and  I do  not  know  whether  he  bee 
any  subscription  there.  s 

10652.  Do  you  know  Mr.  O’Brien’s  estate  at  Killilagh  1 I do 

10653.  Do  you  know,  at  the  time  the  public  works  were  going  on  that  Mr 
OBnen  provided  employment  for  his  own  tenants  on  his  own  land'-— I L 
they  never  applied  for  work  under  the  Relief  Act.  ’ ™ 

1 0654.  None  of  his  tenants  in  Killilagh  were  placed  on  the  public  works ! 
None  of  them  were  placed  on  the  public  works. 

10655.  How  many  are  there  ?— Two  on  his  estate. 

1 0656.  Have  they  families  ? — They  have. 

10657.  Do  you  know  what  land  they  occupy  ?-They  occupy  between  them 
somewhere  about  18  acres  of  land. 

10658.  Is  it  good  land?— I could  not  say;  it  is  neither  good  or  bad  - the 
ordinary  run.  ’ 

1 0659.  Have  they  any  cattle  ? — They  have. 

10660.  Were  they  in  what  you  would  call  circumstances  above  destitution? 

1 am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  must  have  been  in  straitened  circum- 
stances, from  this  fact,  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  obliged  to  supply  them  this  vear 
with  seed.  1 r J J 

1 °r^1‘  kn0W’ tllen’ lie  suPPlied  them  with  seed  for  their  land  ?— I do 
10662.  Did  he  ever  apply  on  their  behalf  for  assistance  from  the  relief  com- 
mittee ! — Never. 

!o663.  Mr.  Williams.']  If  Mr.  O’Brien  had  not  supplied  them  with  seed 
would  they  have  been  in  such  a state  of  destitution  as  would  require  them  to 
he  placed  on  the  public  works  for  relief  ?-They  would  not;  because  the 
encouragement  he  gave  them  on  their  own  farms  superseded  any  necessity  of 
introducing  them  on  the  public  works.  He  employs  them  on  their  own  farms, 
in  building  walls  and  fencing. 

10664.  Chairman.]  Was  there  a feeling  among  the  people  with  whom  you 
are  acquainted  that  the  presentment  ought  to  be  made  for  useful  and  profit- 
able works  ? — There  was. 

1 0665.  What  sort  of  works  were  those  ?— Draining  of  the  land  in  particular 
localities,  and  aiding  the  poor  man  in  tillage. 

10666.  Which  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  contrary  to  law  ? — I heard  that  it  was. 

10667.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  best  way  of  affording  relief  to  that  district 
yvould  liave  been  in  what  you  call  useful  and  profitable  works  ? — Decidedly. 

loooo.  Were  you  the  Roman-catholic  rector  of  the  Liscannor  district  many 
years  before  you  went  to  Killilagh  ?— Yes,  some  12  or  14  years  ago. 

10669.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  district  ? — I am. 

10670.  Is  it  a very  populous  district  ?— Very  much  so. 

1 0671 . And  very  poor  ?— Very  poor. 

10672.  One  of  the  poorest  in  the  county  of  Clare  ? — I cannot  speak  to  the 
en  ire  county  ; the  population  there  is  composed  of  small  farmers,  and  la- 
bourers, and  fishermen. 

M 1 tke  ds^ermen  obtain  a subsistence  ? — A great  portion  on 

• U 5ne.n  s Property  are  employed  by  himself;  they  are  employed  on  other 
properbes  m collecting  sea-weed,  and  planting  of  potatoes. 

1 7f4‘  ,e  l^r?  of_  nttle  Potato  crop  would  be  particularly  hard  on  that 

class  of  people  ?— I should  say  so. 

codeCting  sea-weed  one  of  the  very  worst  classes  of  employ- 
^ Jf  VerJ  ,severe  ; they  are  immersed  sometimes  in  the  water  for  hours. 

1 0076.  How  is  it  used  P— For  manure. 

r T0rd  J-  Mannm-\  Is  it  a very  common  employment  in  that  part  of 

Ireland.'— In  my  part  it  is. 

10678.  Are  there  any  resident  landowners  ?— In  Liscannor,  Mr.  O’Brien  is 
the  only  resident  landlord. 

10679.  Has 
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10679.  Has  he  considerable  estates?— He  has. 

10680.  You  have  stated  he  employed  his  tenants  on  his  own  property  ? 

Yes. 

10681.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  contributed  largely  in  the  shape  of 
poor’s  rate  to  the  poor  of  the  whole  district,  as  well  as  those  in  the  particular 
parish?— I should  think  from  his  circumstances  they  must  bear  heavily  upon 
him ; as  to  those  relations  I am  not  well  acquainted  with  him. 

10682.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  You  say  they  are  immersed  in  water  for  several 
hours  ; what  is  the  reason  of  that  ? — Waiting  for  the  weed  to  come  in  ; they 
hold  a rake  with  a very  long  handle. 

10683.  Does  not  the  sea-weed  deposit  on  the  strand?— Yes;  but  that  be- 
longs to  the  proprietor  of  the  strand,  and  he  keeps  to  himself  what  grows  on 
the  rocks. 

10684.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  expended  consider- 
able sums  in  the  employment  of  the  tenants  of  other  landlords  besides  his 
own,  in  useful  works  upon  his  estate  ?— Indeed  I think  he  employs  them ; I 
know  when  I had  more  communication  with  the  parish  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  employing  them. 

10685.  Not  his  own  tenants,  but  any  other  that  might  be  in  want  of  work  ? 
—He  would  not  do  that  to  the  exclusion  of  his  own  tenants,  but  I have  known 
him  employ  them. 

10686.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  assisted  the  tenants  of  other  landlords 
by  any  acts  of  kindness  ? — I do. 

10687.  In  what  way? — He  was  in  the  habit  of  accepting  bills  for  persons 
who  would  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  loan-office ; where  the  rate  of  interest  was 
much  higher  than  in  the  ordinary  established  banks,  and  thus  he  afforded 
them  an  opportunity  of  raising  money  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  and  corn  on 
advantageous  terms. 

10688.  Was  that  received  as  an  act  of  kindness  and  generosity  r — Certainly ; 
they  had  a very  trifling  sum  to  pay  in  discount  or  interest. 

10689.  Do  you  know  whether  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
materially  tended  to  lessen  the  privations  of  the  poorer  classes  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood ? — It  did  not  affect  the  poorer  classes,  but  the  middle  classes,  and  they 
gave  employment  to  the  poorer  classes. 

10690.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  was  very 
attentive  to  the  interests  of  the  poor,  both  in  his  capacity  of  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  and  also  as  a magistrate  and  a country  gentleman? — 
Remarkably  so,  more  especially  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ; his 
attention  was  indefatigable. 

10691.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  thrashed  out  his  own  corn  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  his  own  tenants  with  seed  as  well  as  furnishing  others  ? — 

I saw  it  done. 

10692.  Had  he  not  performed  that  act  of  kindness,  must  the  ground  have 
remained  untilled  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  tenants? — That  is  my 
decided  impression. 

10693.  Mr.  Repton.]  You  have  every  reason  to  believe  Mr.  O’Brien  a kind 
and  indulgent  landlord  ? — I have. 

jo694.  Chairman.]  Has  Mr.  O’Brien  a residence  at  Toona,  near  Ennis,  also  ? 
-He  has. 

10695.  Does  he  employ  servants  and  labourers  there  at  a considerable  ex- 
pense ? — He  does. 

,0^96.  Do  you  know  whether  the  two  tenants  and  families  of  the  two  tenants 
of  Mr.  O’Brien  in  Killilagh  were  the  only  persons  who  did  not  apply  or  get 
relief  on  the  works  ? — At  this  moment  I cannot  recollect  another. 

10697.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  that  is  the 
act  r I do  not  recollect  another  who  has  not  applied  for  it,  at  least  among  that 
class.  1 

10698.  What  property  are  you  speaking  of? — Mr.  O’Brien’s,  in  Killilagh. 

10699.  What  is  the  size  of  it  ?— Eighteen  or  20  acres. 

Are  we  to  understand  that  the  particular  questions  you  have  answered 
are  in  relation  to  the  20  acres  of  land  ? — Yes. 

, 107°i.  And  from  that  20  acres  of  land  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge 

at  no  persons  have  applied  for  relief  ? — Y es. 

0,105-  4 a 4 10702.  Chairman.] 
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10702.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  Major  Macnamara’s  property  in  Killilan-h 3 

10703.  Is  he  a kind  and  indulgent  landlord  ? — Certainly. 

1 0703*.  Did  he  improve  his  estate  ?— An  inconsiderable  portion  is  in  hi. 
hands  ; it  is  divided  into  large  grazing  farms.  WQ 

1 0704.  Are  his  tenants  comfortable  ? — I should  say  they  are. 

10705.  Is  he  kind  to  the  poor  ? — Certainly,  and  subscribes  largely. 

1 0706.  Are  his  farms  very  large  ? — Very  large. 

10707.  Some  hundreds  of  acres  r — Some  hundreds  of  acres. 

10708.  Persons  far  beyond  any  destitution  or  want? — Exactly. 

1 0709.  Mr.  Repton.]  Are  they  Irish  acres  ?— Irish  acres ; there  is  one  farm 
that  cannot  be  under  150  or  200  acres. 

10710.  Chairman.]  Were  his  tenants  in  such  good  circumstances  that  thev 
were  of  the  class  that  could  never  think  of  applying  for  relief  ?— Yes ; those  who 
held  the  large  grazing  farms  never  applied  for  relief. 

10711.  Was  there  any  distinction  as  to  the  others?— With  regard  to  others 
I may  take  in  the  general  run  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants;  they  all  required 
it  in  consequence  of  the  entire  failure  of  the  potato  crop.  * 

10712.  Are  they  the  better  tenants '! — No. 

1 07 1 3.  Is  it  your  opinion,  that  of  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants  none  applied 
so  far  as  you  know,  for  relief  on  the  public  works,  excepting  those  who  are 
really  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — That  is  my  opinion. 

107.14.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Are  you  aware  that  Major  Macnamara  has  takeu 
any  steps  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  fishing  population ?— I am  not; 
the  fishing  population  are  not  the  immediate  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara’; 
they  are  on  the  grazing  farms,  and  he  has  not  a direct  control  over  them. 

10715.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  many  might  be  upon  those  20  acres  ?- 
Two  families,  about  12  persons. 

10716.  How  many  ? — Taking  an  average  of  six  in  a family. 

10717.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  the  entire  tenants  of  that  property 
held  their  leases  upon  long  terms,  having  paid  a fine  for  them? — A number  of 
leases  on  Major  Macnamara’s  property  in  Killilagh  lapsed  last  May ; and  lam 
aware  of  another  property,  called  Oarnane,  which  fell  into  his  hands,  and  lie 
took  an  opportunity  of  improving  it  very  considerably,  and  gave  it  back  to  the 
same  tenants. 

1071b.  Before  the  leases  fell  in,  had  they  been  let  at  long  terms  ?— I cannot 
state;  my  impression  is  they  were  leases  of  21  years. 

10719.  Do  you  know  that  many  of  those  destitute  tenants  of  Major  Mac- 
namara were  on  the  works  for  some  time,  and  were  taken  off  ?— I do. 

10720.  Do  you  know  how  they  have  lived  since,  if  they  were  so  destitute  as 
to  require  to  be  put  on  the  works  ? — I have  been  from  Ireland  for  five  weeks. 
The  sums  that  were  required  for  the  purchase  of  meal  sometimes  ran  up  to 
1 7^.  or  1 1.  a week,  and  I know  it  was  particularly  severe  on  them,  because 
they  were  unable  to  sell  their  cattle  at  the  period  that  the  first  instalment  of 
work  was  refused.  ' 


1 072 1 . With  reference  to  the  cattle,  are  you  enabled  to  state  whether  the 
mere  fact  of  a person  having  cattle  was  any  proof  of  his  not  being  in  a state  of 
destitution  t — I should  say  it  was  not. 

10722,  Mr.  So  licit  or-Creneral.]  How  many  cattle  would  you  allow  a man, 
and  yet  say  he  was  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — I cannot  answer  it,  unless  rela- 
tively; in  that  locality  the  cattle  are  so  wretchedly  poor,  that  it  is  very  hard  to 
say  wha.t  number  a man  would  have  when  he  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
destitution  from  Christmas  up  to  the  middle  of  May,  because  there  was  no  op- 
portunity of  converting  them  into  food;  and  therefore  I could  scarcely  say 
what  number  a man  would  have  and  not  be  actually  poor.  I would  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  that  I know  instances  of  poor  people  killing  a cow  that  I should 
suppose  would  not  have  more  than  30  pounds  of  bad  flesh  on  the  quarter; 
that  was  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  themselves  to  get  employment  on  the 


10723.  Chairman.]  Did  that  arise  from  a belief  that  if  it  were  known  they 
worksY— Yef  **  aU’  ’*  would  be  tbe  means  of  keeping  them  from  the  pi* 
10724  And  to  get  quit  of  that  impediment,  you  know  instances  of  their 

killing  their  cattle?— I do.  1 

10725- 
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10725.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. ] Do  you  consider  the  column  for  cattle  in  the 
relief  lists  as  totally  useless  ? — I do  not ; because  where  there  are  six,  or  seven 
or  eight  head  of  cattle,  or  even  four  head  of  cattle,  some  test  of.  relative  desti- 
tution is  afforded.  "Where  you  found  a man  had  only  one  cow,  he  should  have 
the  preference.  A man  may  have  four  head  of  cattle,  and  be  in  a state  of  des- 
titution : but  if,  in  the  column,  it  appeared  that  one  man  had  four  head,  and 
another  man  had  only  one,  and  I could  not  employ  both,  I would  exclude  the 
man  with  four,  and  put  on  the  man  with  one. 

10726.  Did  the  mere  fact  of  any  person  seeing  the  column,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  any  particular  person,  an  applicant  for  relief,  or  put  upon  the 
works,  had  four  head  of  cattle,  would  that  give  any  test  of  the  state  of  liis 
destitution  ? — It  would,  relatively. 

10727.  Would  the  test  be  relatively  to  the  number  of  cattle? Yes. 

10728.  If  the  man  could  not  use  the  single  cow,  except  in  the*  way  you 
mentioned,  by  killing  it,  how  would  the  man  with  four  poor  cows  be  better 
off?— I do  not  say  he  is  better  off;  but  I say  a man  with  four  cows,  if  he 
adopt  the  same  practice,  would  have  a greater  quantity  of  bad  meat  than  the 
man  who  had  one,  supposing  he  were  driven  to  that  extremity. 

10729.  What  does  the  word  “relatively”  apply  to?— It  applies  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  person  having  a smaller  number. 

10730.  Mr.  W . Williams.]  What  price  do  you  think  the  cows  would  generally 
sell  for  at  that  period  of  the  year?— I could  not  answer  that  question,  unless 
upon  a supposition  that  is  not  tenable,  that  is  that  they  could  sell  them  at 
ah  at  certain  periods  of  the  year ; it  is  a notorious  fact  that  they  are  driven 
to  market,  and  the  owners  not  asked  “ where  they  were  going  to,”  there  was  so 
little  demand  for  them. 

10731.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a person  having  two  head  of  cattle,  and  wish- 
ing to  offer  them  for  sale,  to  qualify  him  to  be  put  upon  the  works,  the  price 
would  be  so  insignificant  as  to  produce  scarcely  anything  ? — That  is  my  impres- 
sion. 

10732.  You  think  the  possession  of  two  head  of  cattle  is  no  test  of  a person 
being  what  is  called  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

10733.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.']  Does  your  statement  of  the  low  condition  of  the 
cattle  in  winter  apply  to  other  years  as  well  as  the  present  ? — Not  to  the  same 
extent ; another  year  they  feed  their  cattle  not  only  with  hay,  but  potatoes  and 
the  offal,  which  this  year  they  could  not. 

10734.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Would  the  quantity  of  land  that  a man  held 
he  any  test  of  his  being  in  a state  of  destitution  ? — Not  this  year. 

10735-  If  you  found  a man  with  50  or  60  acres  of  land,  it  would  not  give 
you  any  notion  at  all  ? — If  it  was  good  land  it  would. 

10736.  Taking  it  such  land  as  the  people  have?— Such  land  as  they  have 
in  Killiiagh,  I think  a person  holding  50  or  60  acres  would  be  in  destitution. 

10737.  With  four  cows? — With  four  cows. 

10738.  And  perhaps  even  more  ?~And  more  during  two  or  three  particular 
months. 

10739.  How  much  more? — I think  any  man  with  50  acres  of  land,  who  had 
seven  or  eight  head  of  cattle,  would  not  be  in  destitution,  not  because  he  would 
be  better  off,  but  he  must  have  something  laid  by. 

1 0740.  Am  I to  understand  you  that  a person  with  50  or  60  acres  of  land 
and  seven  cows,  would  be  in  destitution,  and  be  a fit  person  to  be  put  on  the 
works  ? — I think  he  might  be  ; not  always. 

10741.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Does  that  answer  apply  to  other  years ; would  you 
consider,  that  in  other  years,  when  the  potato  crop  had  not  failed,  a person  with 
50  or  60  acres  of  land  would  be  in  destitution  ? — Certainly  not. 

10742.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  He  would  be  rather  a large  farmer  ? — Yes. 

10743.  Have  they  any  sheep  on  that  mountain  land  ? — Very  few. 

10744.  Any  geese  and  ducks? — They  had,  up  to  this  year;  but  they  have 
failed^  with  the  potatoes. 

10 745-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Would  you  call  an  estate  with  40  or  50  acres 
a cottier  estate  ? — I would,  if  the  acres  were  of  such  lands  as  I am  speaking  of 
in  Killiiagh. 

J0746._  Your  notion  of  the  word  cottier  applies  to  the  quality  of  land,  and 
no  the  size  of  the  farm  ? — Not  the  size  of  the  farm  in  this  instance. 

0,105-  4B  10747.  Mr. 
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10747.  Mr.  S.  Cranford.']  What  is  the  quality  of  the  land  which  makes  voi 
have  so  low  an  opinion  of  it  ? — The  portion  that  is  cottiered  is  mountain  ^ U 
1 0748.  Is  it  capable  of  producing  corn  crops  ?— The  portion  that  is  brought 
into  reclamation  is  trifling.  5 E 

1 0749.  Would  it  be  capable  of  producing  corn  if  reclaimed  ?— I have  n 
doubt  it  would.  0 

10750.  Why  is  it  not  reclaimed  ? — That  is  a question  I am  sure  I cannot 
answer. 

10751.  Chairman.]  Were  you  present  at  a meeting  of  the  committee  of 
Ennistimon,  when  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  also  present,  when  somethin  un- 
pleasant took  place  between  Mr.  Millett  and  Major  Macnamara  ? I was.° 

10752.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  it  was?-- After  the  openin'*- 
of  the  works  in  November,  in  Killilagh,  there  was  great  inconvenience  found 
from  having  them  exclusively  opened  on  the  southern  side,  and  none  on  the 
northern  side ; some  tenants,  particularly  those  of  Mr.  John  O’Brien  the 
Member  for  Limerick,  were  obliged  to  walk  three  Irish  miles  to  their  work 
on  a winter’s  day.  I spoke  to  Major  Macnamara  on  the  subject,  .and  he  told 
me  it  was  a great  hardship ; and  iie  said,  “ If  you  will  come  with  me  I will 
take  you  in  my  carriage  to  Ennistimon  to  see  Mr.  Millett,  and  we  will  have 
this  affair  arranged  for  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants.”  I accompanied  Major  Mac- 
namara to  Ennistimon,  and  he  complained  there  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
works,  not  with  regard  to  quantity  (though  there  was  some  complaint 
on  that  head),  but  with  regal’d  to  their  distribution  over  the  entire  district, 
and  Mr.  Millett  said  he  had  no  authority  to  open  those  works,  and  I spoke  of 
the  other  barony,  and  said  Mr.  Pratt  had  contrived  to  accommodate  the  people 
near  their  homes  ; and  at  length  Mr.  Millett  said  he  would  see  (this  is  as  far 
as  my  memory  carries  me) ; there  was  a sanction  for  a work  near  Ballynalacken, 
and  that  he  would  have  the  hills  there  cut  down.  Major  Macnamara,  at  the 
time  that  Mr.  Millett  made  this  declaration,  was  not  in  the  room;  after  some 
time  the  Major  came  in,  and  after  sitting  down  (Mr.  Millett  was  near  me  at 
the  time),  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ Now,  Mr.  Millett,  I mean  no  discourtesy, 
but  I want  to  ask  you,  will  you  cut  those  hills  ?”  Mr.  Millett  replied  tartly, 
“There  are  50,000  hills.”  Major  Macnamara  said,  “Is  that  an  answer  for  a 
cub  of  your  kind  to  give  to  me  ?” 

10 753-  Did  you  think  that  offensive ; that  offence  ought  to  have  been  taken 
at  the  words  or  the  manner  of  Mr.  Millett  ? — I did ; and  I expressed  it  on  the 
occasion. 

10754*  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Did  you  see  any  offence  that  should  be 
token  at  the  words  or  manner  of  Major  Macnamara  ? — I did,  when  provoked. 

i°755*  Chairman.]  What  took  place  after  that? — Mr.  Millett  took  his  cap 
and  left  the  room,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty  said  that  Major  Macnamara  was  too 
much  hurried,  and  said  something  in  extenuation  of  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct ; and 
a question  arose,  I do  not  know  who  proposed  it,  but  I think  the  Archdeacon 
said  that  Mr.  Millett  did  not  immediately  reply  there  were  50,000  hills,  but 
he  said, c What  hills  ?”  which  would  mollify  the  expression  considerably.  I sat 
near  to  Mr.  Millett,  and  I said  distinctly  I did  not  hear  Mr.  Millett  say,  “What 
hills  . . Major  Macnamara  said,  “ If  there  is  any  doubt  call  him  in,  I will 
apologise  to  him  ; I should  much  regret  it.”  Mr.  Millett  was  called  in,  and  imme- 
diately on  being  called  in,  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ Sir,  I have  said  something 
to  you  hurriedly ; I beg  to  apologise  to  you  ; will  you  come  and  put  the 
men  on  the  works  on  Monday?”  “ Yes  ; I will  be  there,”  said  Mr.  Millett, 
and  I will  be  able  to  put  on  200  men.”  The  impression  on  my  mind  was,  he 
did  not  promise  that  large  number  before. 

10756.  Did  Major  Macnamara  make  this  apology  voluntarily  the  moment 
he  had  been  too  warm  ?— Yes. 

10757  It  was  done  warmly ?— Yes;  Major  Macnamara  said,  “ Will  you 
come  and  dine  with  me  ? ” 

10758.  Were  the  men  put  upon  the  works  in  accordance  with  that  promise  ? 
— J\o. 

i°759-  Did  that  give  rise  to  other  complaints  i— Yes. 

10700.  was  there  much  heart-burning  ?— There  was  great  inconvenience. 

3 07 ° 1 ’ '“convenience  and  ill-will  ?— Discontent,  I would  rather  say. 

10,  62.  Was  there  a single  tenant  of  Major  Maonamara’s  upon  those  works 
at  the  time  .-—There  was  not. 

10763.  Were 
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10763.  Were  they  afterwards  put  upon  the  Ballynalacken  Hills  r— I do  not 
think  they  were. 

10764.  In  a letter  which  I find  in  the  Parliamentary  paper  180  pa°-e  43 
addressed  by  Mr.  Millett  to  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  28  February  1S47  f find’ 
this  expression : “ On  one  occasion,  in  the  committee  of  Ennistinion  in 
presence  of  Archdeacon  Whitty  and  others,  I was  most  grossly  insulted  by 
Major  Macnamara,  who  said,  ‘ That  is  no  way  for  a cub  of  your  kind  to  answer 
me,  sir,’  though  I said  nothing  intended  or  calculated  to  give  offence-”  is  it 
your  opinion  that  he  had  said  nothing  calculated  to  give  offence  ?— My’former 
answer  is  sufficiently  explicit. 


10765.  Do  you  remember  when  Captain  Wynne  left  that  part  of  the 
country  ?— I do  not. 

10766-  Was  it  at  the  end  of  January  ? — I should  think  it  was,  for  I think  it 
was  early  in  February  that  Captain  Gordon  succeeded  him. 

10767.  Of  how  many  committees  were  you  a member  r Two. 

1070S.  Which  were  they  P— Killilagh  and  Lisdoonvana. 

10769.  Did  either  of  those  committees  ever  send  lists  to  Captain  Wynne 
before  the  30th  of  November  ?— There  was  no  committee  in  existence  in 
Lisdoonvana  before  Captain  Wynne  left  the  country;  but  in  Killilagh  I 
believe  there  was,  ° 

10770.  Chairman.]  Did  the  committee  which  was  in  existence  before  Cap- 
tain Wynne  left  the  country  ever  send  any  list  to  him  ? — I do  not  think  they 
did.  J 

10771.  Do  you  know  why  not  ?— I cannot  say ; as  I mentioned  before,  I dis- 
connected myself  with  the  committee  at  the  commencement. 

10772.  Do  you  know  how  many  persons  were  struck  off  the  Killilagh  dis- 
trict list  by  Captain  Gordon  in  February  last  ? — I could  not  state  the  number. 

10773.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  A good  number? — I should  say  not. 

10774.  How  many  should  you  say  r— I should  say  there  would  not  be  more 
than  200,  but  that  may  be  confounded  with  the  number  of  women  who  were 
on  the  works,  and  who  were  not  on  the  list ; he  struck  them  off  summarily 
after  they  had  worked  a fortnight. 

3 °775-  Chairman.]  From  your  means  of  observation,  have  you  any  reason  to 
doubt  that  pap  tain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  exercised  their  duties  with  zeal 
and  discretion  ?— It  is  difficult  for  me  to  say.  I have  always  had  great  reason 
to  approve  of  Mr.  Gamble’s  conduct ; of  Captain  Wynne  I know  little,  and  I 
must  confess  I was  not  prepossessed  in  his  favour. 

10776.  Though  individuals  might  conduct  themselves  well,  was  there  much 
complaint  generally  of  the  manner  in  which  the  works  were  executed  by  the 
Board  of  Works  ? — I have  heard  complaints  in  general. 

10777.  You  were  understood,  in  a former  answer,  to  state  that  Captain 
Wynne  never  attended  your  committee  at  Lisdoonvana  ? — Never. 

10778.  If  it  were  not  in  existence  he  could  not  ? — He  could  not;  and  I have 
a document  to  prove  he  could  not  attend,  because  it  was  not  in  existence. 

10779*  Therefore  no  complaint  can  be  made  against  him  for  not  attending, 
if  it  was  out  of  his  power  ? — In  Lisdoonvana  there  was  not. 

10780.  You  have  stated  you  were  not  prepossessed  in  Captain  Wynne’s 
tavour ; will  you  state  any  ground  for  that? — The  ground  will  be  only  hearsay. 

. thought  the  observation  with  regard  to  the  landlords,  coming  from  him,  was 
imprudent.  - That  was  my  own  opinion,  and  the  rest  is  from  hearsay. 

10781.  Was  he  a very  active  officer  of  the  Government? — I was  not  of  that 
opinion. 


10782.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Was  that  the  only  time  you  ever  were  in 
company  with  him  ? — Twice  I have  been  in  his  company  only. 

,1,°783;  Lord  J.  Manners.]  His  language  led  you  to  believe  he  was  not  alto- 
gether discreet  ? — I think  that  was  my  statement. 

107S4.  Chairman.]  Would  you  be  surprised  if  you  were  told  that  Captain 
• °*Y0li  has  the  lists,  in  which  he  struck  off  900  names  in  the  Killilagh  district, 
he  February  list? — I would  be  greatly  surprised  at  it. 

°7°5-  You  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  exact  number  ? — I have  no 
means.  ° 

10786.  Your  impression  is,  they  were  few,  compared  with  900? — Yes. 
whi°h  iJ*  You  hear  that  Captain  Gordon,  in  default  of  getting  the  lists 
cn  he  ought  to  have  had  from  your  committees,  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
,105*  4 b 2 check 


Rev.  P.  Fallon, 


15  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


556 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Rev.  P.  Fallon. 


15  June  1847. 


check  clerks  for  the  lists  ? — I saw  the  check  clerks  taking  a list ; and  I 
say  again,  the  Committee  is  asking  me  upon  matters  I can  only  speak  of  fr St 
hearsay.  I saw  them  taking  the  lists,  and  I was  told  by  the  secretary  tl^ 
were  corrected  by  his  list,  and  that  Captain  Gordon  never  received  a 1 kt 
except  corrected  by  him.  st> 

10788.  Mr  .Solicitor-General.']  Having  heard  that  Captain  Gordon  has  a list 

which  shows  that  900  were  struck  off  in  February,  does  that  make  you  doubt 
whether  you  were  correct  in  saying  that  only  200  were  struck  off? In  speak- 

ing of  the  200  I did  not  include  500  women  who  were  struck  off  after  bein'*-  on 
the  works  about  a fortnight.  a 

10789.  Mr.  Rcpton.]  Do  you  think  that  part  of  the  country  was  in  its  ordi- 
nary state  of  tranquillity  ? — It  was  up  to  the  last  five  weeks,  and  since  then  I 
have  heard  no  accounts  unfavourable  to  Killilagli. 

10700.  Chairman.']  Were  many  of  those  who  were  struck  off  admitted  by 
the  tickets  of  the  members  of  the  committee  ? — Yes,  by  individual  members. 

10701.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  if  you  did  not  your- 
self sign  some  of  those  tickets  ? — I think  I did.  J 

i 0792.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  how  many  ? — I could  not  say ; but  I believe 
I should  have  signed  a larger  number  if  it  had  not  been  taken  out  of  my 
hands.  J 

10793.  Did  you  sign  100? — I do  not  think  I did. 

10794.  How  many  ? — Twenty  or  thirty. 

10795.  Or  more  perhaps  ? — Perhaps  more. 

10796.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  ever  see  a set  of  instructions  sent  from 
the  relief  commissariat  office,  signed  by  Mr.  Stanly  ? — I do  not  recollect  j I was 
not  attending  committees  myself. 


Mercurii,  16°  die  Janii,  1847. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


The  Rev.  Patrick  Fallon , called  in ; and  further  Examined. 


Rev.  P.  Fallon. 
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10  79 7-  Chairman .]  WILL  you  be  good  enough  to  recall  your  recollection  to 
what  passed  between  you  and  Captain  Wynne  at  Lisdoonvana,  on  the  19th. 
JNovemher;  and  state  to  the  Committee  whether  Captain  Wynne  did  not 
rnform  yon  that  he  had  that  morning  discovered  that  three  tenants  were  placed 
on  the  public  works  with  the  express  view  of  obtaining  money  sufficient  to 
pay  their  rent ; and  that  they  had  borrowed  4 l.  from  the  loan  fund  of  Ennis- 
timon ; and  that  they  were  receiving,  one  of  them  1 s.  and  two  of  them  2 s., 
and  applying  the  remainder  to  the  payment  of  money  borrowed  of  the  loan 
un  ; and  whether  he  added  to  that  remark  that  it  was  most  improper  to  put 
tenants  on  the  works  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  rents,  and  he  was  not 
sent  down  by  Government  for  any  such  purpose.  Do  you  say,  on  recalling 
your  memory  to  what  took  place  on  that  day,  whether  the  question  I have 
now  put  to  you  is  in  accordance  with  the  facts  as  they  took  place?— I have 
not  the  most  distant  recollection  of  its  having  occurred  in  that  manner,  or 
even  substantially  in  that  manner. 

10798.  Is  it  that  you  have  no  recollection  that  it  occurred,  or  that  you  have 
a recollection  that  it  did  not  occur  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  Captain  Wynne 
stating  any  particular  case,  as  is  now  stated  by  him. 

1 °799-  Do  you  think  that  Captain  Wynne  may  have  stated  it,  and  you  have 
forgotten  it  ? — It  is  barely  possible. 

10800.  Can 
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10800.  Can  you  state  the  conversation,  so  as  to  show  the  Committee  how 
nearly  it  approached  to  that  I have  now  mentioned  ? — When  Captain  Wynne 
addressed  me,  I am  convinced  that  Mr.  Conolly  was  not  even  in  hearing,  and 
he  did  not  hear  the  conversation  ; and,  again,  when  Captain  Wynne  addressed 
me,  it  was  not  at  the  table  where  Mr.  Gamble  was  sitting,  or  where  Mr.  Conolly 
was  sitting,  opposite  Mr.  Gamble,  for  it  was  over  at  the  window  that  looked  into 
the  Spa  Well.  He  was  standing  on  the  right-hand  side,  I was  close  to  him, 
and  we  were  getting,  apparently,  into  a desultory  conversation ; but  Captain 
Wynne  stated,  without  any  premise,  that  the  funds  were  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  and  were  never  intended  for  the  payment  of  landlords’  rents.  I can  have 
no  doubt,  because  it  made  an  impression  on  me  ; he  spoke  in  a low'  tone ; I 
said  I am  not  aware  it  has  been  converted  to  any  such  purpose,  and  I will  take 
the  liberty  of  saying  it  is  an  imprudent  expression  in  a Government  officer,  for 
if  it  went  amongst  the  people,  it  would  encourage  them  to  withhold  their  rents, 
for  the  payment  of  which  they,  at  present,  evinced  a disinclination ; that  is 
all  I can  recollect.  I recollect  that  portion  of  it ; but,  again,  as  to  what  Cap- 
tain Wynne  stated,  that  he  might  have  stated,  in  my  presence,  to  Mr.  Conolly, 
with  regard  to  the  public  works,  I can  only  say  that  I could  not  recollect  it ; 
and  I add,  in  order  to  show  the  impression  it  makes  upon  me,  that  it  is  barely, 
in  my  opinion,  possible. 

10801.  Having  had  the  conversation  recalled  to  your  mind,  do  you  venture 
to  say,  according  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  that  if  Captain  Wynne  thinks 
he  made  such  remarks  his  memory  is  incorrect  ? — That  is  my  impression. 

10802.  Mr.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  that  observations  so  remarkable  would 
have  escaped  your  recollection,  or  would  have  failed  to  produce  some  im- 
pression on  your  mind  of  such  an  occurrence  having  taken  place  ? — That  is  my 
opinion. 

10S03.  Chairman.']  By  the  word  observations,  do  you  mean  the  remark  that 
certain  individuals  had  obtained  money  from  the  loan  fund,  that  they  paid 
their  rent  with  it,  and  that  they  applied  the  proceeds  of  then-  labour  towards 
repaying  the  money  so  borrowed  ? — That  is  the  observation.  I would  add  that 
such  an  observation  made  relative  to  a part  of  Killilagb,  which  Captain  Wynne 
states  he  passed  through,  is  what  would  have  made  a strong  impression  on  me. 

10804.  Did  you  and  Captain  Wynne  part  on  good  terms  ? — Certainly. 

10805.  Have  you  ever  had  any  quarrel  or  dispute  with  him?' — Never. 

10S06.  Did  you  ever  use  any  expression  approaching  to  it,  except  the  single 
remark,  that  you  thought  such  an  observation  was  imprudent? — Never. 

10807.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  I understood  you  to  state  that  that  was  a con- 
versation strictly  between  yourselves  in  private? — I should  say  in  private,  and, 
to  the  best  of  my  belief,  no  person  heard  it;  it  was  near  the  window,  looking 
out  upon  the  Spa  Well. 

10808.  In  your  reply,  that  such  an  observation  was  imprudent  on  his  part, 
do  you  mean  it  was  imprudent  in  him  to  say  that  to  you,  or  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  state  it  publicly  to  the  people  ? — That  is  what  I meant,  to  state 
it  publicly  to  the  people. 

10809.  Butin  making  that  statement  to  you  there  was  no  imprudence  on 
bis  part? — I sought  to  impress  him  with  that  opinion,  that  there  was  no 
danger  in  saying  it  to  me,  but  there  was  danger  in  saying  it  generally. 

10810.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  You  say  Mr.  Conolly  was  not. present  at  that 
conversation  ? — He  was  in  the  room,  but  he  did  not  hear  it  ; that  is  my  im- 
pression. 

10811.  Do  you  know  how  far  Killilagh  is  from  Liscannor  Bay  r — The  nearest 
portion  of  Killilagh  is  within  three  miles  of  Liscannor  Pier. 

10812.  How  far  is  the  nearest  part  of  Liscannor  from  the  fishery  of  Bally- 
haline  ? — I should  say  about  six  miles. 

1Q8i3*  Mr.  Belle zo.]  Have  your  payments  as  Roman- catholic  clergyman 
been  greatly  diminished  by  the  pressure  of  the  times  ? — -Very  considerably, 
anc*  from  other  circumstances,  which  I will  state  to  the  Committee,  if  required. 

i°Si4.  Chairman.]  Do  you  state  that,  independent  of  the  pressure  from  the 
lailure  of  the  potato  crop,  there  were  other  circumstances  which  have  reduced 
your  ordinary  income  ? — Yes. 

I*1  ^81 5.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  are  those  other  circumstances  to  which  you 
fth" — ot^er  circumstances  to  which  I allude,  besides  the  destitution 
0 the  country,  was  about  the  accuracy  of  my  curate,  who  was  the  principal 

0,1  °5-  4 B 3 person 
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person  in  both  committees,  observed,  in  making  that  selection  of  the 
fittest  of  the  many  destitute  to  be  employed,  brought  a considerable  deff’'S°Uf 
odium  on  me  ; and  they  visited  it  on  me  as  being  the  parish  priest  and  thaf^r 
by  withholding  the  customary  contributions  to  my  support.  l’can  o-jve 
names  of  the  villages,  and  the  persons  who  withheld  their  contributions  f) 
man  told  me,  when  I called  out  his  name  in  the  usual  way  on  my  list  “ 1 1 ^ 
no  money  for  you,  Sir;’’  others  told  me  “Go  to  those  whom  you  put  on  tT 
works,  and  let  them  pay  you.”  Another  man,  from  Lisdoonvana  also  men 
tioned  that,  until  my  services  were  required  by  him,  and  he  could  not  avoir? 
it,  he  would  take  care  not  to  give  me  a penny,  and  that  was  in  consequence 
of  my  curate  opposing  him  when  in  committee,  and  expelling  him  from  the 
works ; and  he  said  he  was  at  the  window  and  saw  it,  when  other  members 
of  the  committee  sought  to  have  him  placed  on,  and  my  curate  said  he  should 
not ; it  certainly  was  the  truth.  u 

10816.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Do  you  believe  a similar  pressure  was  exercised 
generally  upon  the  priests  in  that  part  of  the  county  of  Clare  ?— Not  to  the 
same  extent  that  it  was  on  me.  I give  that  as  positive  evidence. 

10817.  Mr.  Bellew.]  No  doubt  a priest  acting  strictly  according  to  his  dutv 
was  placed  in  a very  disagreeable  position  ? — A most  disagreeable  position'- 
and  when  my  curate  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Pratt,  in  Burren,  to  reduce  the 
list  from  600  to  400,  it  gave  my  curate  and  myself  a great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
it  brought  on  me  a ferment  that  I can  never  forget ; it  brought  me  into  antag- 
onism with  the  most  respectable  of  my  parishioners,  and  who  were  always  on 
the  best  possible  terms  with  me.  J 

10818.  Sir  J.  Walsh.]  Was  it  a ferment  among  the  people? — I mean  in  my 
own  mind ; excitement  and  annoyance  beyond  measure. 

10819.  In  being  considered  as  acting  in  opposition  to  your  flock? — Yes; 
and  that  in  consequence  of  my  endeavours  to  exclude  the  comparatively 
independent,  and  place  on  the  very  destitute. 

10820.  Chairman.]  During  what  period  was  that  effect  produced?  — In 
February  particularly,  but  in  Lisdoonvana  it  was  produced  somewhere  in 
December. 

10821.  Was  there  anything  of  the  sort  in  September,  October,  or  November? 

I could  not  say  that  with  regard  to  my  pecuniary  emolument ; for  I could 
only  judge  of  my  payments  at  Christmas  and  Easter:  it  was  then  they  told 
manifestly. 

10S22.  To  which  of  the  committees  do  you  allude  when  you  mention  the 
stringency  011  the  part  of  your  curate  ? — Both  Lisdoonvana  and  Killilagh. 

10823.  Not  Liscannor? — No ; I have  nothing  to  say  to  that. 

10S24.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Plow  far  are  they  apart  from  each  other? — 
ihe  two  committees  sit  about  three  Irish  miles  asunder. 

10825.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Did  you  attempt  to  reason  with  the  people,  and 
point  out  the  injustice  of  their  feeling  towards  you  ? — I did. 

10826.  Do  you  think  that  reasoning  on  your  part  produced  any  effect  ?— 
On  the  contrary,  they  told  me  they  were  in  downright  destitution  ; they  pointed 
it  out,  and  I could  not  deny  it,  and  that  left  me  without  an  argument,  for  I 
did  exclude  persons  who  were  really  destitute,  in  consequence  of  the  small  pro- 
portion of  men  allowed,  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  destitution. 

. 10°27-  Were  any  of  those  people  who  refused  to  pay  you  your  dues,  people 
m tolerably  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Relatively  so  to  others ; because  if 
they  were  not  we  would  not  have  excluded  them  from  the  works. 

1 0°2°-  Had  any  of  those  to  whom  you  have  now  alluded  any  land  or  cattle  at 
mat  time  ?— -They  had ; and,  of  course,  if  they  had  not  I would  not  exclude  them. 

_ 10829.  This  feeling  was  expressed  at  Christinas  ?— It  was,  at  Christmas,  at 
Lisdoonvana,  but  not  to  the  extent  it  was  at  Killilagh,  at  Easter. 

TJ,  lhe  feehnS  seems  rather  on  the  increase  than  the  decrease  ?— In 
Killilagh. 

10831.  How  is  it  in  Lisdoonvana? — They  expressed  discontent;  they  did 
not  withhold  the  ordinary  payments  to  the  same  extent. 

y^^-yhmrman.]  How  many  were  on  the  works  at  the  time  to  which  yon 
l-eier  r— The  number  varied  at  different  periods 

10833.  In  December  and  February;  take  Killilagh  first  '—Killilagh.  during 
February,  employed  about  1,300  men,  except  during  a fortnight,  there  were 
S00  women  admitted,  and  they  increased  the  number  to  1,700  or  1,800 ; hut 

they 
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they  were  struck  off  by  Captain  Gordon  at  once,  and  they  were  not  on  the 
regular  registry. 

10S34.  Do  you  think  that  very  great  distress  existed  amongst  those  people 
who  were  struck  off  the  list  ? I am  convinced  of  it ; but  not  so  great  as  amon0- 
those  who  were  left  on  the  list. 

10835.  Was,  in  your  opinion,  every  exertion  used,  even  at  the  expense  of 
dissatisfying  the  people,  in  excluding  persons  who  were  barely  above  starva- 
tion : — -I  should  say  every  means  were  used  by  Mr.  Conolly. 

10830.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  not  all  persons  who  were  struck  off  the 
lists  dissatisfied  ? — I should  think  so. 

10S37.  Whether  they  were  thought  by  the  committee  to  be  in  comfortable 
circumstances,  or  from  any  other  reason  ? — Exactly. 

10838.  Mr.  Repton .]  They  thought  it  was  a manifest  injustice?— They  did 
complain  of  a manifest  injustice,  and  they  complained  of  the  Roman-catholic 
clergyman,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  their  friend,  and  they  told  me  they  ima- 
gined the  Roman-catholic  clergyman  might,  by  his  influence,  enable  them  to 
be  put  on. 

10839.  Was  it  their  impression  that  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman  could 
induce  the  engineer  to  extend  the  numbers  if  he  wished  ? — That  was  a very 
general  impression. 

10840.  Mr.  Bellew.]  They  considered  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman  was 
the  last  person  who  should  take  their  names  off  the  lists  ?— 1 That  was  so,  from 
their  observation. 

10841.  Chairman.]  Were  any  private  subscriptions  entered  into  in  Lisdoon- 
vana  or  Killilagh  to  relieve  those  who  were  put  off  the  works  ? — None  what- 
ever. 

10842.  But  to  relieve  the  whole  body? — The  most  destitute  of  the  whole 
body. 

10843.  To  what  amount? — In  Lisdoonvana  they  must  have  been  somewhere 
about  100/.  and  the  Government  gave  another  100/.  ; in  Killilagh  it  was  some- 
what higher. 

10844.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  that  last  year  ? — There  were  two  subscriptions  in 
Killilagh. 

10845.  It  was  not  under  the  original  Relief  Act  ? —It  was  under  one. 

10846.  It  was  not  between  November  and  May? — It  was. 

10847.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  any  portion  of  that  subscription  fund  dis- 
tributed amongst  those  who  were  working  on  the  public  works  ? — I think  they 
had  as  large  a share  of  it  as  those  who  were  excluded,  for  those  returned  on 
the  works  could  not  earn  a sufficiency,  because  of  the  high  price  of  provisions  ; 
and  the  persons  excluded  were  excluded  because  they  had  some  means. 

10848.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Who  distributed  the  100/.? — It  was  distri- 
buted by  the  committees. 

10849.  I mean  the  Government  100/.? — It  was  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

10850.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  money  given  by  Government  under  the  Relief  Act  ? 
— I am  not  enabled  to  form  a distinction ; but  I know  whatever  sum  was  sub- 
scribed, the  Government  subscribed  in  equal  sums. 

30851.  Chairman .]  When  was  the  money  expended  ? — I should  say  it  was 
being  expended  up  to  the  time  I came  here,  four  or  five  weeks  since  ; I know 
it  was  in  Killilagh. 

10852.  When  did  you  begin  to  expend  it  ? — I should  think  about  four  or 
five  months  since. 

10853.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  what  manner  was  it  expended  ? — Meal  was  purchased 
and  sold  out. 

10^>  Chairman.]  Were  the  class  of  persons  who  made  those  subscriptions 
In  considerable  pecuniary  disadvantages  from  the  pressure  of  the  times  ? 

they  were  ; for  those  subscriptions  were  given  by  some  of  the  very  poor 
people  who  were  earning  money  on  the  roads ; some  of  them  subscribed  1 s. 
each,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  meal  at  first  price. 

3,0855.  Even  among  the  more  wealthy  persons  who  had  land,  were  they 
suffering  with  the  rest  of  the  country  from  the  general  pressure  of  the  time  ? 
~-I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  they  were. 

f \xr  The  *arSe  sums  of  money  which  had  been  applied  under  the  Board 
0 VV  orks  in  payment  of  labour  in  that  district,  under  the  circumstances,  fell 
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Rev.  P.  Fallon,  short  of  that  which,  in  your  opinion,  was  required  to  give  the  relief  you  thouel 

necessary  ? — I should  say  so.  & lt 

16  June  1847.  10S57.  I mean  the  sums  of  money  appropriated  by  the  Government  und 

the  Government  works  ? — Yes.  er 

10858.  Then  the  application  of  that  was  the  cause  of  discontent  amount 
those  put  on,  and  dissensions  ? — Yes. 

1 0859.  Did  not  the  application  of  it  in  giving  employment  cause  dissatisfac 
tion  among  those  who  were  unable  to  benefit  by  it,  and  dissension  between  you 
and  that  part  of  your  flock  ? — Exactly. 

1 0S60.  Would  not  the  distress  and  dissatisfaction  have  been  greatly  increased 
if  no  money  had  been  so  applied  at  all  ? — Certainly. 

10861.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  people  that  more 
money  should  have  come  from  the  Government  than  they  got  ?— I have  not 
heard  them  express  an  opinion,  but  I think  they  all  knew  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient, and  they  were  therefore  of  opinion  that  more  should  be  given. 

10862.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  relief  committees  that  the  Government 
did  not  give  enough  ?— It  was  that  they  did  not  give  enough  in  this  sense,  that 
they  did  not  give  enough  of  employment. 

10863.  The  employment  was  to  be  paid  for,  I presume  ? — Exactly. 

. 10864.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  relief  committees  that  the  Government 
did  not  supply  enough  employment  ? — It  was. 

10865.  Lord  J . Manners.]  If  you  and  other  Roman-catholic  clergymen  had 
sided  with  your  flocks,  would  the  difficulties  of  the  Government  officers  have 
been  greatly  increased? — In  my  own  neighbourhood  increased  to  a very  em- 
barrassing extent. 

10866.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Has  the  100  l.  subscribed  and  the  Government  grant 
been  expended  in  meal  r — I cannot  say  ; I think  I heard  Captain  Gordon  state 
they  could  hold  on  for  some  considerable  time  without  a rate  ; that  I cannot  be 
positive  of. 


The  Reverend  Charles  Fitzgerald , called  in  ; and  Examined. 

Rev.  C.  Fit.gei  aid.  10867.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  a Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England? — Yes. 

10868.  Are  you  vicar  and  prebendary  of  Clondegad? — I am. 

1 ™869\  Have  you  read  a letter  from  Captain  Wynne,  dated  Ennis,  Dec.  22, 
1846,  which  appeal’s  in  the  Parliamentary  Blue  Book,  page  432  ? — Yes. 

10870.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  parish  and  relief  district  of  Clon- 
degad ? — I am.  • 

• 1 °^?1,  Were  you  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  at  Clondegad  during  the 
time  Captain  Wynne  was  inspecting  officer? — I was. 

10872.  Were  you  well  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  poor  of  that 
district,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  the  relief  committee  at  Clondegad  endeav- 
oured to  supply  their  wants  ?— I was. 

10873.  Were  you  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  they  placed 
them  on  the  relief  lists  ? — I am. 

10874.  When  did  you  first  become  a member  of  the  Clondegad  relief  com- 
mittee ? — Before  September. 

10*>75-  Both  under  tlle  &’st  and  second  Act  ?— Yes. 

10876.  Did  you  make  out  any  lists  for  Captain  Wynne  ?— Yes. 

10877.  Did  you  send  them  to  him  ?— Yes. 

1 0878.  On  the  forms  sent  to  you  to  be  filled  up  ?— Yes. 

10  79.  Have  you  a sample  of  one  of  them  ? — I have  a copy  that  I kept  for 
my  own  satisfaction. 


Had  those  forms  a column  for  the  names  of  the  parties  ? — Yes. 

1 0 8 8 1 . And  for  the  parish  ?— -Yes 

10882.  And  townland?— Yes. 

to  do'h^"  — ^es‘  That  I could  never  fill  up  ; I never  attempted 

1 0884.  Next  the  number  in  family  ?— Yes. 

10885.  Under  that  general  column  were  there  two  minor  columns,  one  for 
8oa?d5e  °fher  for  females  ' There  were  for  male  and  female. 

Yes  ' WaS  . e neXt  columu  “ for  the  usual  mode  of  obtaining  a livelihood  r 


10887. 

TlP.Yt 


And  next  their  stock  ? — Yes,  and  the  number  recommended  was  the 


10888.  Had 
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10888.  Had  you  any  other  form  except  that  sent  to  you? — Yes.  Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald. 

10889.  Did  the  forms  vary  that  were  sent? — Yes,  considerably.  

10890.  Did  that  cause  any  confusion  or  difficulty  in  your  proceedings? — 16  June  1847. 

It  caused  a greal  deal  of  difficulty  and  confusion  too. 

10891.  With  regard  to  the  forms  about  which  I have  been  examining  you, 
were  you  able  to  ascertain  the  facts  so  as  to  fill  up  the  column  for  ages  ? — 

1 could  not,  it  was  too  troublesome,  and  the  labour,  which  was  very  difficult, 
was  thrown  upon  me  when  my  secretary  was  removed. 

10892.  Did  you  place  them  on  the  lists  in  one  single  number,  instead  of 
male  and  female  ? — One  single  number. 

10893.  Why  was  that? — They  were  made  out  so  in  the  original  registry ; 
there  was  no  distinction. 

10894.  I observe  in  the  column  which  has  “the  usual  mode  of  obtaining  a 
livelihood,”  there  is  a name  for  a second  person  to  be  put  on  the  works  ? — 

That  paper  in  your  hand  I kept  more  as  a memorandum  for  my  own  satisfac- 
tion, and  those  were  persons  who  were  recommended  for  a second  member  of 
then*  family  to  be  placed  on  the  works,  and  the  Government  officers  requested 
we  would  find  out  the  names. 

10895.  Is  the  form  you  have  handed  to  me  in  its  regular  state,  and  not  with 
your  own  private  memorandum  ? — Precisely  so. 

10896.  When  did  you  first  get  from  Government  the  form  I hold  in  my 
hand  ? — I am  not  precise  as  to  the  date,  but  I think  it  was  January. 

10897.  Will  you  look  to  the  form  printed  in  the  Blue  Book,  page  433  ; what 
form  is  that  ? — I applied  for  paper ; we  were  not  allowed  any  by  the  Board  of 
Works. 

1 0898.  When  did  you  apply  ? — In  committee  to  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain 
Wynne,  and  I was  forced  to  cut  out  of  the  original  registry  pages  to  send 
them  in,  for  they  would  not  take  any  that  were  not  printed  pages,  and  there- 
fore I was  obliged  to  cut  them  out  of  the  original  registry,  and  those  are  the 
papers  which  Captain  Wynne  now  produces. 

10899.  Is  that  the  only  reason  why  the  registry  you  now  produce  appears 
to  be  mutilated  by  pages  being  cut  out  ? — The  pages  from  which  that  fist  is 
taken  are  not  mutilated  ; I have  them  here. 

10900.  Were  you  told  that  none  but  printed  forms  would  be  used  ? — I would 
not  undertake  to  say  I was  told  it,  but  I think  I was ; it  was  generally  understood. 

10901.  Were  the  printed  forms  supplied  by  the  Government? — They  were. 

10902.  When  you  first  applied  for  them,  what  did  they  say  to  you  r — They 
did  not  give  me  anjr.  This  was  a book  which  remained  over  from  last  year ; 
this  was  the  original  registry  of  the  parish,  made  out  by  the  secretary.  I 
applied  to  Mr.  Gamble ; I said  “ We  have  no  books  or  stationery,”  and  he 
said  he  could  not  give  any,  and  desired  they  should  be  purchased  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  committee.  I told  him  we  had  no  funds  available. 

10903.  Did  he  say  why  he  could  not  give  any  ? — He  did  not. 

10904.  What  did  he  say  after  you  told  him  you  had  no  funds  to  purchase 
any  ? — 1 really  forget  the  words,  but  to  the  effect  that  he  could  not  give  any 
stationery. 

10905.  Were  you  left  to  your  own  resources  until  you  got  those  forms  from 
Captain  Wynne  ? — Yes. 

10906.  In  what  way  did  you  endeavour  to  supply  the  deficiency  for  forms  if 
the  Government  officers  did  not  allow  you  to  have  any  ? — By  cutting  blank 
pages  out  of  this  book,  and  making  a copy  of  the  original  registry.  ^ 

10907.  Will  you  explain  what  the  forms  were  which  you  so  cut  out  ?— -Those 
forms  I cut  out  of  the  blank  part  of  the  book  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Whitstone, 
the  secretary,  when  he  was  appointed  a pay-clerk  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

10908.  At  what  time? — I should  say  the  latter  end  of  December,  or  the  early 
part  of  December,  I think. 

10909.  Why  did  you  not  apply  for  lists  before  then? — It  was  on  tickets 
that  the  persons  were  supplied  with  work,  so  far  as  I recollect.  Mr.  Gamble 
can  assist  my  memory  in  that ; the  people  were  at  work  on  the  tickets  first. 

10910.  Had  not  the  Government  officers  told  you  that  the  lists  should  be 
regularly  sent  in  to  them  ? — Yes. 

10911.  Why  did  you  not  send  them  in  ? — So  I did ; I never  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  Captain  Wynne  until  the  time  he  got  those  lists ; and  before 
Captain  Wynne  came  it  was  on  tickets  issued  that  the  men  were  employed. 

0.10.5.  ' 4C  10912.  Who 
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Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald.  10912.  Who  issued  those  tickets  ? — The  committee. 

— ~ ,09J3-  Who  was  the  inspecting  officer  then  r—  I do  not  know  i, 

in  June  1847.  came  near  us.  not  know  ; he  never 

10914.  Was  any  complaint  made  to  you  by  any  person  before  r 
Wynne’s  arrival,  of  the  system  of  issuing  tickets  ?— 1 do  not  reonllcoe  ft,  . Etam 
was.  ccl  cnat  there 

10915.  Were  any  instructions  given  to  you  by  any  officer  „ 

Wynne  came  to  make  out  the  lists  in  any  particular  form  5— To  the<hP?1j 
my  recollection,  there  were.  10  the  <>«t  of 

10916.  What  did  3-011  do  '—I  made  them  out  in  those  forms  so  m™«.  .1 
10917.  What  had  those  forms  been  delivered  to  you  for  f—Bv  the  *5 
on  his  resignation.  This  was  the  original  list  of  the  parish,  and  it  was  S3 
up  to  me  by  our  secretary,  there  being  no  person  to  assist,  as  the  priest  of Thf 
pansn,  who  was  very  kind,  had  died,  and  his  successor  was  new  come  to  W 
parish,  and  they  relied  considerably  upon  my  knowledge  of  the  neonle  “ 
10918.  The  secretary  to  what?— The  secretary  to  our  committee9 
10919.  How  did  you  get  them  ?— tie  made  this  book  himself  ' 

Neve?20'  Ust  nCTel'  came  t0  yOU  from  any  Goremment  department  ?_ 

ou;°o9f2tha“  J-yT™  ^ *°  tbe  inSpe°,inS  °fer  UP“"  sheet«<!M 

inconveniem?— Yes?°^ere  was?111^0  ,0  ^ °f  tt“t  Aguiar  and 

10923.  What  did  you  say  to  that?— I recollect  that  I mentioned  incom- 
mittee : when  that  complaint  was  made,  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  out  all 
the  information  that  was  required.  The  parish  was  exceedingly  extensive  and 
as  I mentioned  before  I had  no  person  to  aid  me;  but  I suggested  to  the 
engineer  particularly  about  stock  : I said,  Send  out ; you  have  plenty  of  men 
at  your  command  ; do  you  send  out,  and  get  a list  of  the  stock  as  well  as  yo? 

origSy  7Z  ?— No."11^  °0lUmn  fM  the  nUmbCT  0f  Stock  ® <*•  P^er  you 

J2;  T-  tecti0ns/b0ut the  stock  ^ — Because  I was  sub- 

orn a Usf  of  stick  ™ h P o Wynae  after  sendins  one  of  ‘hose  sheets  to  make 
“ a b?  “ .s,tock’  P®haPS  fire  or  six  weeks  after  sending  those. 

sirlbl?  efde7vm,°vUthe  mo“ent.youf  attention  was  called  to  that  being  de- 
and  heren^™?  t°  ?TplI  Wlth  ^ wishes  ?-I  applied  to  the  engbieer, 
to  copy.  te  hC  returns  of  stock’  and  I gave  them  to  my  clerk 

endXur  mdL°re^0mnim\t0-time’  t0  tlle  hest  of  your  power  and  means, 

offitrp"It°vSr,th  mStrU0ti0nS  Smt  *°  y°"  bytbe  GOTernffient 

it  if°f*hnd  vwi  y°U  bnf  Srea‘  difficulty  in  complying  ?— I should  not  have  found 
.0020  m “y  ?Ttaf“  ; but  1 found  a difficulty,  personally, 
ber  from  Fnn'/  U ,°0lf  at  t ie“er  °f  Captain  Wynne,  of  the  22d  of  Decem- 
made  of.hc sf‘afe  what  is  y°”  opinion  of  the  representation  there 
m??t  recoUeet  ?bes  °f  6 c?.m“,ttees  with  which  you  are  connected  You 
Parish  and  issnhf  "?  aPPllcatl0”s  af‘«  I have  provided  a supply  for  the 
QtSe  sufti cicrftU?f  employment  lists  to  the  amount  of  770,  which  I considered 
were  for  a second  P*faent  for  that  parish.”  As  to  that,  the  lists  complained  of 
as  we  considered  iitlftu  out.of  fam!1ies  containing  more  than  six,  inasmuch 
one  man  waVffi  * 6 pnCe  °f  Provisions  ™d  the  wages,  that  the  wages  of 

one  man  was  not  enough  to  support  a family  over  six 

Joq??;  Inwfatrefafi0tn-0f.Captain  Wynne’s  correct? -I  think  not. 

ficient  for  the  nm-isb  lS  14  not  correct  'r — He  says,  “ I consider  that  suf- 
ncient  tor  the  parish ; it  was  not  sufficient. 

hstetoL  amount  or7^?-H\Mdeemed  sufficient  b?  issuinS  employment 

diffe°s^rom^aptoi?aWyimebe?— ^edse^^011’  “ “ merely  that  y°Ur  judsmeI“ 

I ° houid^thlnk^ot10  reaS°n  *°  bdiCTe  tbat  he  wilfully  misrepresented  a fact? 

th  ?t°?he'  « tbe  next  P“*  ?f  which  yen  complain  ?_“  Now  I am  certain 

that  the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false,  though  signed  by  the 

chairman 
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chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  hut  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  this 
fact  on  so  large  a scale.”  ° 

10936.  To  whom  does  he  allude  when  he  mentions  the  “ Protestant  cler fir- 
man ” ? — To  me.  ™ 

10937.  What  do  you  state  regarding  that  allegation  ?— If  the  information 
contained  in  the  sheets  is  false  (I  rather  think  they  are  not  false),  but  if  they 
are,  the  grounds  upon  which  Captain  Wynne  made  that  allegation,  I can  show 
was  the  information  of  Mr.  Whitstone,  our  former  secretary,  and  in  his  hand- 
writing, that  list  was  made  out ; so  if  there  were  any  falsehood  in  it,  it  rests 
with  him. 

10938.  Did  Captain  Wynne  know  that  ?—  He  did,  for  I stated  it  to  him  at 
Knock. 

10939.  Will  you  state  how  you  know  the  manner  in  which  Captain  Wynne 
obtained  the  information  ? — I stated  it  to  him,  and  I wrote  to  him,  and  I have 
his  replies. 

10940.  When  did  you  state  to  Captain  Wynne  that  the  information  was 
received  from  your  former  secretary,  Mr.  Whitstone  ?— Early  in  January  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection.  5 

10941.  That  was  after  he  wrote  this  letter  ? — I did  not  know  this  letter  had 
been  written  for  six  weeks  after  it  was  written  ; in  fact,  I did  not  know  it  until 
this  inquiry  was  called  for  ; it  came  on  me  quite  by  surprise.  I should  say,  on 
referring  to  this  letter,  it  was  about  the  22d  or  23d  December. 

10942.  Considerably  after  the  date  that  this  letter  appears  to  be  written  r— 
Considerably. 

20943.  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  mention  to  you  that  the  information  in  the 
lists  which  you  supplied  was  false  ?— He  wrote  to  me  to  that  effect. 

10944.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  What  was  the  date  of  that  letter  from  Captain 
Wynne  to  you  ? — The  28th  December. 

1 °945-  Chairman. What  I asked  you  was,  whether  before  Captain  Wynne 
wrote  this  letter  of  the  22d  December,  he  ever  stated  to  you  that  he  believed 
the  information  in  the  lists  signed  by  you  was  false,  so  as  to  give  you  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  how  it  was  ? — I am  not  sure  ; but  I know  lie  fre- 
quently said  we  ought  to  be  very  careful  how  we  put  them  on,  and  I as  frequently 
told  him  we  were  as  careful  as  we  could  be. 

10946.  When  were  the  lists  sent  in  by  you  to  which  Captain  Wynne  alludes 
when  he  says,  “ the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false  ” r — They 
were  sent,  I should  say,  about  the  19th  or  20th  December,  or  a few  daj's 
earlier,  because  what  brings  that  to  my  recollection  is,  that  they  were  sent  in 
previous  to  an  extraordinary  sessions  held  at  Knock,  which  was  held  on  the 
23d  December. 

10947.  Did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  between  the  period  when  he  received 
these  sheets  and  the  period  when  he  wrote  this  letter  ? — No,  I did  not ; it  was 
by  chance  I heard  he  wrote  the  complaint  at  all. 

10948.  Had  you  any  correspondence  with  him  between  those  dates? — Not 
that  I can  recollect. 

. 10949-  Have  you  any  means  now  of  informing  the  Committee  whether  the 
information  which  you  received  from  Mr.  Whitstone,  and  on  which  these 
~\eets  were  founded,  was  true  or  false? — So  far  as  my  inquiries  go,  I rather 
trunk  so.  In  general  there  is  a great  mistake  made  by  the  country  people  in 
stating  the  number  in  family,  and  I have  known  several  gentlemen  who  fell 
into  the  error.  In  our  country,  at  least  in  the  mountain  part  of  it,  when  a 
person  is  asked  a What  family  have  you  ?”  they  answer  the  number  of  children ; 
ney  never  include  the  persons  in  the  house.  A man,  if  asked  how  many  in 
amity  he  had,  would  say,  ft  I have  six he  does  not  count  the  father  or  mother ; 
tnat  sometimes  led  to  an  apparent  error. 

^95°.  Mr.  Repton.}  That  never  would  make  a greater  difference  than  two? 

,095>-  Is  it  common  that,  besides  the  father  and  mother,  there  should  be 
a grandfather  and  grandmother,  or  uncles  and  aunts  ? — Grandfather  or  grand- 
mother, nearly  always  so. 

10952.  Including  these  branches  of  the  family,  uncles  and  aunts,  if  there 
Exactly  "a  ^°Zen  more*  the  answer  would  only  apply  to  the  children  ? — 

0,1  °5'  4 c 2 10953.  Mr. 


Her.  C.  Fitzgerald . 
16  June  1847. 
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Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald.  10953.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  They  mean  by  their  family  the  number  of  their 
children  ?— Their  children  alone. 

16  June  1847.  10954.  Chairman .]  The  answer  given  generally  might  be  very  apt  to  mis- 

lead without  further  inquiry  ? — Yes. 

10955.  Do  you  think  the  expression,  “ Now  I am  certain  that  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  these  sheets  is  false,  though  signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Pro- 
testant clergyman),  but  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  this  fact  on  so  large 
a scale,”  conveys  an  inference  which  you  do  not  think  justified  ? — I do. 

1 0956.  Wliat  is  the  next  allegation  in  that  letter  of  which  you  complain  ?— 
It  goes  on  to  say,  “ I have  sent  for  a gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  parish 
of  Clondegad,  who  assures  me  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  lists,  and  that  in  most 
cases  the  families  are  multiplied  by  two ; now  is  not  this  scandalous.” 

10957.  Do  you  know  the  gentleman  ? — I do. 

10958.  What  have  you  to  state  about  that? — The  lists  are  copies  of  an 
original  register  made  by  that  gentleman  ; it  is  in  his  own  handwriting. 

10959.  Who  is  that? — Mr.  Whitstone. 

10960.  Whether  he  stated  the  facts  to  Captain  Wynne,  as  Captain  Wynne 
understood,  you  have  no  means  of  judging  ? — None  whatsoever. 

10961.  From  your  knowledge,  you  only  state  that  the  fact  is  untrue,  but  you 
do  not  mean  to  state  that  Captain  Wynne  may  not  have  been  misled  by  Mr. 
Whitstone  ? — No,  1 do  not. 

10962.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Do  you  know  whether  the  fact  is  that  the  persons  on 
the  lists  are  multiplied  by  2 ? — Certainly  they  are  not. 

10963.  Lord/.  Manners.]  In  your  opinion  they  are  probably  understated, 
for  the  reason  you  have  given  ? — No  ; I think  when  the  persons  began  to  see 
that  the  number  of  family  was  taken  as  a test,  there  was  more  an  inclination  to 
increase  the  number,  and  the  grandfather  and  grandmother  would  be  counted, 
but  not  before. 

10964.  When  the  grandfather  or  grandmother  was  counted,  do  you  think  it 
was  likely  that  more  than  really  existed  in  the  parish  were  put  in  ? — There  may 
have  been  instances,  but  very  few. 

10965.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  mention  to  you  that  Mr. 
Whitstone  had  made  that  charge,  or  did  he  give  you  any  opportunity  of  making 
an  explanation  ? — No,  he  did  not.  I applied  to  him  several  times,  and  in  his 
first  answer,  when  I asked  what  complaint  he  had  made,  he  denies  ever  having 
made  any  complaint. 

10966.  At  Knock,  two  days  after  the  22d,  after  Captain  Wynne  says  he 
received  the  information,  did  he  not  tell  you  who  was  his  informant  ? — I think 
he  did.  I had  reason  to  know  who  was  his  informant,  for  I had  heard  it,  and 
I thought  it  better,  from  the  answers  I was  receiving  from  Captain  Wynne,  to 
reduce  my  questions  to  writing  and  to  get  an  answer  in  writing,  and  I have 
done  so. 

10967.  I did  not  understand  you  before  to  state  you  knew  that  Captain 
Wynne  had  made  this  'charge  as  soon  as  it  now  appears  ? — At  the  sessions  at 
Knock,  -on  the  23d  December. 

1 0968.  You  probably  meant  you  knew  of  the  charge,  but  had  not  seen  the  par- 
ticular expression  in  this  letter  ? — Precisely ; I heard  he  had  sent  a complaint. 

10969.  Will  you  state  what  took  place  at  Knock  on  the  24th? — I said  I 
had  heard  that  Captain  Wynne  had  sent  a complaint  of  me  and  my  committee 
to  the  Board  of  Works  as  regarded  the  lists  ; that  was  an  imputation  on  the 
committee,  and  I asked  Captain  Wynne  what  complaint  he  had  sent  in ; he 
said  the  lists  were  incorrect,  and  that  he  had  excellent  information  they 
were  so.  My  mind  was  engaged  on  other  matters  at  the  time ; I was  not 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and  I was  anxious  to  attend  the  business 
of  the  sessions,  and  I reserved  the  matter  till  I went  home ; then  I wrote  to 
Captain  Wynne,  and  I have  his  answer  in  writing,  which  I will  produce. 

10970.  Had  Captain  Wynne,  on  the  22d,  any  reason  to  expect  that  you 
and  he  would  meet  at  Knock  on  the  24th  ? — I suppose  not. 

10971.  Was  it  his  duty  and  yours  to  be  there  ?— It  was  not  my  duty ; it  was 
a presentment  sessions,  and  I have  some  property  in  the  barony  in  which 
Knock  lies,  and  I went  to  attend  the  sessions. 

10972.  Was  it  his  duty  to  be  there?— I am  not  aware. 

10973.  How  far  from  you  was  Captain  Wynne  stationed  ?— About  12  or 
13  Irish  miles. 

10974.  Witt 
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1 0074-  Will  you  state  what  took  place  ? — This  is  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald. 

Captain  Wynne,  of  the  22d  December  1846 : “ Sir,  I take  the  liberty  of  request-  1_ 

from  you,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  answers  to  the  following  queries:  16  June  1847. 

1st  What  is  the  exact  nature  of  the  complaint  which  you  have  forwarded  to 
the*  Board  of  Works  against  the  Clondegad  relief  committee  ? 2d.  On  what 
information  have  you  made  this  complaint  ? 3d.  To  what  officer  of  the  Board 

of  Works  have  you  made  your  complaint  ? As  this  complaint,  as  far  as  I was 
able  to  gather  from  you  the  other  day  at  Knock,  goes  to  involve  the  committee 
in  the  very  serious  charge  of  furnishing  you  with  incorrect  returns  of  the 
numbers  of  the  several  families,  I hope  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  at  once 
affordin'*-  me  the  information  I require.  You  cannot  but  be  aware  how  galling 
it  must  be  to  the  feelings  of  the  clergymen  and  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
committee  to  rest  under  such  an  imputation,  even  though  it  be  (as  we  are 
prepared  to  show)  without  foundation.” 

10975.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Is  that  letter  your  own  composition  ? — It  is. 

10976.  You  say  “we” ? — I mean  the  committee.  If  necessary,  I would 
explain  to  the  Committee,  the  correspondence  was  left  entirely  with  me  when 
our  secretary  went  away,  and  that  added  considerably  to  my  trouble. 

10977.  Chairman.]  What  answer  did  you  receive  to  that? — This  is  the 
answer : — “ Ennis,  28  December  1846.  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  I beg  to  state  a few  facts,  which  will  be,  I hope,  sufficient  answers  to  the 
queries  contained  therein.  I was  about  to  transmit  the  lists  referred  to  to  the 
Board,  without  note  or  comment,  conceiving  them,  as  I did,  to  be  curiosities,  if 
correct.  A gentleman  to  whom  I showed  them,  and  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  locality,  declared  them  to  be  incorrect.  I also  made  inquiries  amongst 
the  parties  whose  names  are  on  these  lists,  many  of  w hom  were  waiting  on  me 
that  day,  and  found  that  in  every  case  the  number  in  family  was  incorrect. 

These  are  the  precise  facts.  I made  no  complaint,  either  of  the  committee,  or 
of  you,  as  its  chairman ; I allowed  the  documents  to  speak  for  themselves.^  I 
must,  however,  state,  that  as  to  their  incorrectness,  I cannot  have  a doubt.” 

10978.  Is  no  notice  taken  of  the  other  question,  as  to  the  informant  f 
There  is,  in  another  letter.  _ ... 

10979.  That  appearing  not  to  answer  your  queries,  did  you  write  again? 

—Yes. 

10980.  What  was  the  letter  you  wrote,  and  when? — This  is  my  letter:— 

“Clondegad,  December  29th,  1846.  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th 
instant,  I beg  to  say,  that  I cannot  consider  the  few  facts  which  you  have 
therein  stated  by  any  means  sufficient  answers  to  the  queries  contained  in  my 
letter  of  the  26th  instant.  I have  now  again  to  demand  from  you,  and  I insist 
upon  an  explicit  reply,  the  name  of  the  ‘ gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the 
locality,’  and  also  the  names  of  the  other  persons  on  whose  authority  you 
assert  that  the  lists  furnished  to  you  by  the  Clondegad  relief  committee  were 
incorrect.  Until  you  produce  your  authority  for  asserting  that  the  lists  were 
incorrect,  you  will  excuse  me  for  continuing  to  think  that  the  books,  compiled 
with  so  much  care  by  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  John  Whitstone,  and  from  which 
the  lists  of  which  you  complain  were  extracted,  exhibit  as  correct  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  several  families  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain.  I also 
request  to  be  informed  to  what  officer  of  the  Board  of  W orks  you  have  sent 
the  lists.” 

10981.  When  you  mentioned  the  name  of  John  Whitstone,  did  you  know 
he  was  the  person  from  whom  he  received  the  information  ? — I suspected  so. 
r 10982.  Allow  me  to  ask  whether,  at  the  meeting  with  Captain  Wynne,  at 
Knock,  you  are  quite  certain  that  Captain  Wynne  did  not  say  that  Mr.  W hit- 
stone  was  the  man  who  gave  the  information  ? — I rather  think  he  did,  but 
was  anxious  to  have  it  in  writing ; when  I knew  it  was  Whitstone,  I wanted  o 
have  it  in  writing,  because  I had  the  original  register  in  his  own  handwriting. 

This  is  Captain  Wynne’s  reply  : — “ Ennis,  December  30th,  1 846.  Sir,  I have 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  an  ^ 
in  reply  thereto  beg  to  state,  that  I considered  my  last  letter  a sufficient  answer 
to  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  hut  cannot  have  any  objection  to  repeat  what 
have  already  stated  to  you  and  your  son,  viz.,  that  ‘ the  gentleman  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  locality’  is  Mr.  Whitstone,  the  late  secretary.  It  is  my 
intention  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  lists  whenever  they  shall  be  returned  0 

0-105.  X 4 c 3 me 
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Ite*.  c.  Fitzgerald,  me  for  that  purpose.  In  the  absence  of  the  lists  I cannot  undertake  to  ' 

— — the  names  they  contain.”  L0  you 

10983.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Captain  Wynne  in  his  answer  to  von  star.  .. 
he  made  no  complaint  of  you,  or  your  committee,  to  the  Boai'd  of  Works ’ 

10984.  You  complain  that  in  this  letter  to  which  you  have  referred  1,  , 
make  a very  serious  charge  ? — Certainly.  ' ' ne  does 

10983.  And  you  concluded  this  letter  was  addressed  by  Cantiin  w 
the  Board  of  Works  ?— Yes,  I did.  3 ptaui  to 

10986.  If  you  knew  that  this  letter  of  which  you  complain  was  „ „ • , 
letter,  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne’s  brother-in-law,  and  not  to  tile  bE r 
Works,  you  would  not  make  the  same  complaint  that  you  do  now  ? Certeinly 

AltogetherMr’ You  look  upon  !t  as  in  an  entirely  different  light  ?- 

10988.  Mr  Stafford  O'Brien .]  You  draw  a great  distinction  between  a ml 

vate  letter  and  a formal  complaint  ? — Certainly.  Pn' 

10989  Mr. W.  Williams.]  Still,  do  you  think  it  is  proper  for  Captain  Wynne 
to  write  to  anybody  and  make  an  incorrect  representation  of  the  facts  that  took 
place  ? — Certainly  not ; very  improper.  * 

ioggo.  But  you  think  it  less  culpable,  as  affecting  yourself,  in  the  eommuni 
—Yes  ha™S  be™  made  t0  his  brother-in-law,  than  to  the  Board  of  Works ! 

10991.  You  make  no  moral  distinction  ?—  None  whatsoever 
10992.  Mr  Solicitor-General.]  What  is  the  incorrect  representation  in  this 
letter  of  which  you  complaint— He  alludes  to  the  incorrectness  of  the  amount- 
the  question  is  put  hypothetically  to  me.  amount, 

’ °?p3-  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  There  is  this  paragraph  in  the  letter : “ Now,  I am 
bt  In  n the  “f™1”34'011  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false,  though  simed 

thii'fart’lsnT ? Protes,t™t  gyman),  but  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
this  fact  on  so  large  a scale.  If  1 remember  rightly,  you  stated  that  was  an 

incorrect  representation?- Decidedly.  y,  5 on  seated  mat  was  an 

stntemme  vS  questi°”  ™s  ln  reference  to  this  observation  of  yours  of  the 
statement  being  totally  incorrect  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Do  you  think  Captain  Wynne  knew  it  to  be 
made  it  W Gn  16  wrote  14  - should  suppose  not,  or  he  would  not  have 

fideure  in  bt^b  <ira}v  a distinction  between  his  communicating  that  in  con- 
of  Works  wbt  ,lo4Iler'm'law  and  bis  mailing  a formal  complaint  to  the  Board 
, nno-  ’ J ? ,h1  f0Ught  make  himself  “ere  certain  of  ?-Yes. 

RmrHstw  t J.  Manners.]  You  also  complain,  that  if  this  was  a letter  to  the 
no °f, . Captain  Wynne  was  unjustified  in  asserting  that  he  had  made 
no  complaint  to  the  Board  of  Works  ?— Certainly. 

Blup^R nn 1<-  airTaf"]  y°u  look  at  this  document,  which  appears  iu  the 
dres^e^?— There  not.^6^*6*  ^ere  4S  anytbing  to  show  to  whZ  it  is  ad- 

10999-  p°  you  know  who  Captain  Larcom  is? No. 

voua°  Z 1 know  ^aPtain  Larcom  has  so  much  to  do,  I send 

and  the  frightful  amount  of  family  they  give 
mitt!,  WhT  ^ptain  Larcom  ?-I  am  not  aware. 

0f  -Works  ? I do  not  °W  Wietber  be  *s  one  °f  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board 

-iTcomiStoerdo^Z’SeanT  CaPtain  W5™e  investigated  the  matter  at  all? 
11003.  Yes. — No,  he  did  not. 

lettei^tni^sunip^mt  ma<^e  ilJ<lu*r*es  °f  the  families,  as  he  mentioned  in  bis 
n oor  A Sp  yZ  t°W  ?°tbing  about  ?~I  ka«w  nothing  about  it. 
committee  admit-  t-lie  did  n°t  you,  or  some  member  of  the 

great  difficulty  nf  fC-  .tbat  tkie  Lsts  were  incorrect,  and  complain  of  the 
fncoirect  ^ th!  real  ?-I  did  not  admit  that  they  were 
assistance*  in  «.»),  i bim  .tbere  might  be  inaccuracies  in  it,  with  so  little 
miles  wide’)  T mnlif  ai?G  (the  parish  being  nine  miles  long  by  five 

tricrafteitfew  ^ ^ the  of  the  entire  dis- 

1 1006.  Mr. 
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, 1 006.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  would  be  the  expense  of  the  paper  for 
the  lists,  which  you  say  the  relief  committee  had  none  of?— I am  not  aware 
11007.  You  can  form  some  judgment  as  to  what  expense  it  would  nut  the 
committee  r— If  we  got  them  printed  I really  cannot  say 
1 1008.  You  answered  the  Government  officer  that  the  committee  had  no 
money  for  that  purpose  ; did  you  not  estimate  about  how  much  it  would 
cost  :-I  did  1101  j hut  I was  put  to  a great  deal  of  expense  myself  for  stationery 
but  I do  not  know  what  that  would  cost. 

, 1 000.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.']  Supposing  you  were  informed  that  Captain  Larcom 
is  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Works,  would  you  consider  that  this 
letter,  although  written  to  a private  individual,  would  have  all  the  effects  of  beimr 
a public  letter  addressed  to  the  Board T-Certainly ; I had  not  read  carefully  thf 
first  paragraph  of  the  letter  till  the  chairman  drew  my  attention  to  it  • I would 
certainly  think  it  became  a public  document  when  shown  to  Captain  Larcom 
11010-11.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  to  p.  433  of  the  Blue  Book ; when  was 
that  list  sent  mr  A lew  days  oefore  Christmas;  I should  say  about  the  20th 
non.  This  appears  not  to  be  a whole  list,  but  only  a specimen  referred  to 
m Captain  Wynne  s letter  of  the  22d?— Yes,  from  a number  of  other  lists 
11013.  Was  there  any  meeting  of  the  committee  between  the  time  when  that 
list  was  sent  in  and  tlie  22d  January  ?— Yes;  we  met  weekly. 

11014.  Did  Captain  Wynne  ever  attend  any  of  those  meetings  ?— He  attended 
two  meetings  that  I was  at  or  was  cognizant  of  during  the  time  of  his  entire 
stay  in  Clare. 

, "I'/'  rP,id  at‘enJ„  ei*er  of  those,  or  was  the  one  he  did  attend  that  of 
he  22d  of  January  ?— The  first  meeting  which  I know  of  his  attending  was  in 
December.  G 

11016.  After  you  sent  in  those  lists,  did  Captain  Wynne  attend  any  meeting 

of  the  committee  until  the  one  on  the  22d  January  ? No. 

]ioi7.  Did  he  and  Mr.  Gamble  on  that  occasion  place  on  the  lists  any 
number  of  additional  men? — They  gave  liberty  to  the  committee  to  put  on  200 
additional  men  on  that  day. 

11018.  Had  any  been  struck  off  before,  on  any  proof  of  their  having  been 
improperly  put  on  ? — There  were  none  struck  off  by  the  committee,  but  at  my 
request  there  were  some  persons,  tenants  of  my  own,  who  had  inadvertently 
been  returned,  by  the  mistake  of  my  clerk,  in  distinguishing  between  first 
and  second  class;  no  person  from  the  second  class  should  be  put  on  while  a 
person  of  the  first  class  was  unemployed  ; that  was  our  intention.  In  filling 
the  sheets  that  went  in  to  Captain  Wynne,  some  second-class  persons  were 
mentioned ; and  when  I found  that  parchment  tickets  had  come  out  to  employ 
t lem,  they  being  tenants  of  my  own,  I knew  their  circumstances,  and  I wrote 

0 Captain  Wynne  and  to  Mr.  Lidwell,  and  spoke  in  committee  of  the  impro- 
pnety  01  employing  those  men ; and  I felt  particularly  uneasy,  as  it  might  be 
said  that,  being  tenants  of  mine,  I put  them  on  the  works. 

1 1019.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  How  many  were  there  ? — I think  five  or  six ; 

1 can  give  the  names. 

3 Were  they  on  the  tickets  or  upon  the  lists  ? — They  were  put  upon 
it  h f ^ mistake ; and  I wrote  to  Captain  Wynne  the  moment  I heard  of 
o’dnpfc^8  J0rk  was  Sivea  t0  them;  the  tickets  were  distributed  about  12 
Wo  t le , ay • The  people  were  coming  to  me,  and  saying,  such  persons 

tp  jw  employment.  I did  not  believe  them.  I made  inquiries,  and  found 
snpp"  1 ^0t  emPl°yment  through  this  mistake ; and  I immediately  sent  a 

r£,la.  messenger  to  the  engineer  not  to  employ  them,  and  I wrote  by  post  to 
captain  Wynne  to  the  same  effect. 

’I?1-  When  was  that  ? — Almost  immediately  after  Captain  Wynne  came 
n C°U?tryj  W^en  the  men  were  employed  on  tickets. 
i\  ooo‘  Tvr°rd  ?’  Manners-~]  Was  it  before  the  22d  December  ?— Yes. 

8°ttcitor- General.]  Tell  us  the  six  names  you  think  you  can 
KirrTTiP  t°u  at  °est  °J  my  recollection,  John  King,  Michael  Kirrane,  Pat 
him  but  ^ , , an7’  **°kn  Cochlin,  and  Pat-  Cochlin ; I am  not  positive  as  to 
aim,  but  I think  he  is  one. 

wh^ wo!"  you  mean  to  say  those  are  the  only  persons,  tenants  of  yours, 

ment  T nrr  'tk°+n  t1ke  istf  ^ — No,  1 do  not ; those  wrho  did  not  want  employ- 
work  till  the6  other  ^en^ueer  not  to  S*ve  them  work,  but  they  continued  at 

0.105.  6r  ay*  _ ' 

4 c 4 11025.  Lord 


Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald. 
lfi  June  1847. 
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Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald.  i 1025.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  mean  that  those  persons  whom  you  said 

— ought  not  to  be  employed,  have  been  employed  up  to  the  present  moment 5 

1 6 June  1847.  — Up  to  the  cessation  of  the  works  very  nearly.  At  every  opportunity  I had 
requested  they  should  not  be  put  on. 

1 1026.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Why  did  not  the  committee  strike  them  off* 
■ — They  invariably  did. 

11027.  Who  put  them  on  ? — I do  not  know,  but  their  names  came  out  every 
day.  ^ 1 

11028.  Who  put  them  on? — They  came  out  from  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works. 

11029.  Chairman.]  Although  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  received 
your  representations  that  they  should  not  put  them  on? — A written  com' 
munication. 

11030.  The  committee  themselves  actually  struck  them  off  the  lists  ' Yes. 

11031.  Mr.  Belleio.]  Were  not  those  lists  originally  signed  by  you?— They 
were ; but  when  1 found  out  the  mistake  I corrected  it  before  it  could  have  any 
effect,  before  they  got  any  employment  at  all  on  those  tickets. 

11032.  They  were  signed  by  mistake  by  you  in  the  first  instance,  and  you 
got  that  mistake  corrected  ? — There  were  a great  number  of  sheets ; I had  a 
clerk  employed,  and  I filled  up  a great  many  of  them  myself  and  signed  them, 
just  comparing  them  along  with  the  list,  and  when  I saw  “ second  class,” 
I was  going  to  blot  it  out,  but  I thought  it  would  look  odd ; and  when  I found 
the  tickets  came  out,  I wrote  that  moment  and  sent  a letter  to  Mr.  Lidweil, 
and  I wrote  to  Captain  Wynne  by  post,  and  I mentioned  to  Captain  Gordon 
afterwards  that  the  same  men  were  on. 

1 1 033.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  happen  to  have  copies  of  those  letters  ?— 
Unfortunately  I have  not. 

11034.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  In  signing  those  sheets  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, you  did  so  merely  in  that  capacity? — In  my  office  as  chairman. 

1*035.  And  you  did  not  feel  it  your  duty  to  examine  into  the  circumstances 
of  every  person  ? — Not  after  he  was  canvassed  in  committee  before. 

11036,  If  you  were  so  disposed,  would  it  have  been  in  your  power  to  go  into 
every  name  and  examine  carefully  as  to  whether  they  were  fit  and  proper 
persons  or  not  ? — No. 

11037.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  If  there  had  been  100  tenants  of  your  own, 
should  you  not  feel  it  your  duty  to  examine  the  lists  ? — In  every  list  where  I 
had  a tenant  of  my  own  I have  examined,  and  I have  a return  of  their  names, 
and  the  lists  of  my  own  tenants  are  not  in  the  handwriting  of  my  secretary, 
they  are  in  my  own  handwriting. 

11038.  I want  to  know  whether  there  were  not  in  the  lists  100  tenants  of 
your  own  ? — I am  not  sure  ; I should  suppose  there  were  ; the  land  is  not  of 
much  value,  it  is  mountain  ; it  is  densely  populated,  and  I should  not  be  sur- 
prised there  were. 

n 039.  Of  those  100,  were  not  several  of  them  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances ? Not  that  I am  aware  of ; I do  not  think  they  were  j if  you  show  me 
the  list,  I will  give  you  any  information  on  the  subject. 

1 1 040.  Lord  J . Manners.]  When  you  told  the  Solicitor-general  you  did  not 
think  that  any  of  those  tenants  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  did  you 
allude  to  those^  in  class  1 or  class  2 ? — I alluded  to  those  in  class  1 ; there  were 
none  of  those  in  class  2,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  returned  to  the  Board 
of  Works  Office,  except  in  New  Park;  the  2d  class  was  not  returned  at  all; 
but  at  subsequent  meetings,  when  the  distress  became  more  general,  there 
were  several  persons  in  class  2 who  were  put  on  for  work  when  their  stock  was 
exhausted. 

11041.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  was  the  whole  population  of  your  estate?  I 
should  say  between  600  and  700  persons. 

11042.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Are  you  aware  that  a list  has  been  put  *n> 
showing  independent  persons,  whom  we  have  called  comfortable  persons, 
tenants  of  yours,  upon  the  list  r — —I  can  explain  the  circumstances  of  every 
person  on  that  list. 

11043.  Chairman.]  Are  you  aware  that  a list  of  independent  persons, 
we  have  called  comfortable  persons,  tenants  of  yours,  has  been  put  in  as  being 
employed  on  the  public  works  in  Clondigad  ? — I am  aware  that  a list  has 
been  put  in ; I have  it  before  me ; some  of  them  are  independent  persons^ 
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and  are  those  I have  already  alluded  to ; others  I know  to  be  in  destitution  Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald. 

at  this  moment,  and  I can  explain  each  case ; there  are  persons  returned  on  •— — 

the  lists  who  are  no  tenants  of  mine,  as  tenants  of  mine.  16  June  1847. 

11044.  Is  Pat  Honan  a tenant  of  yours  ? — He  is. 

1104.5.  Was  he  at  that  time  a person  in  comfortable  circumstances? — 

Certainly  not. 

1104b.  Was  he  at  that  time  a person  who  had  four  cows  ? — I am  sure  he 
had  not. 

11047.  Can  you  go  on  and  tell  us  whether  the  next  man,  Hickey,  was  a 
tenant  of  yours  ? — He  is  ; and  was  a man  recommended  for  work  ; he  was  on 
the  works,  and  was  an  object  fit  for  it. 

11048.  Was  his  rent  17 1.  r— No;  that  is  the  next  man,  Kelly;  his  rent  is 
put  down  on  this  printed  list  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  engineer,  as  1//.  a year; 
and  he  is  also  represented  by  him  to  have  oats ; he  actually  sold  a portion  of 
his  land;  he  has  11  in  family;  himself  and  his  wife  make  13  ; he  has  four  or 
five  daughters,  two  of  them  deaf  and  dumb,  and  I have  been  obliged  to  interfere 
with  the  receiver  of  the  court  not  to  attempt  to  levy  rent  from  him  for  at  least 
three  or  four  half  years’  rent.  He  is  reported  as  having  four  cows  ; I know  he 
has  not;  and  I know  his  second  cow  was  put  in  pledge  for  a sum  of  money  to 
buy  food ; and  I also  know  the  oats  were  not  of  his  own  growing,  and  I know 
that  he  was  supplied  with  it. 

11049.  He  is  a man  paying  1//.  rent  ?— I know,  17  Z.  rent.  He  let  a portion 
of  his  land  to  Pat  Corry,  who  I perceive  also  appears  in  that  list ; and  that 
reduced  Kelly’s  rent,  by  his  taking  an  under  tenant ; and  that  l/l.is  also  1//. 

Irish. 

11050.  Will  you  cast  your  eye  down  the  first  column,  and  tell  me  any  per- 
sons who  are  there  who  are  not  tenants  of  yours  ? — Pat  Scanlan  and  Mike 
Kenny,  of  Lissycassey. 

11051.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  When  you  say  you  know  where  he  got  the  oats 
from,  did  he  purchase  them  r — No. 

1 1052.  They  were  presented  to  him? — They  were. 

11053.  Mr.  Solicitor-  General."]  The  others  are  tenants  of  yours  ? — They  are. 

11054.  Are  the  remarks  made  by  Fitzgerald  true  ? — William  Considine,  three 
in  family,  is  returned  for  six  cows ; to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  that  man  was 
never  returned  for  work  in  any  committee.  I find  then  John  King  ; he  is  one 
of  the  persons  I complain  of ; I say  he  is  a rich  man  for  a small  farmer. 

11055.  Chairman .]  How  is  it  that  John  King  appears  to  have  10  cows,  and 
no  land  ? — He  has  plenty  of  land ; there  is  none  entered  here. 

11056.  Is  it  so  far  incorrect? — It  is  incorrect ; they  hold  land  in  partner- 
ship; perhaps  10  or  12  persons  will  hold  a track  that  has  never  been  sur- 
veyed. 

11057.  When  Kelly’s  boy  was  entered  as  having  18  acres  of  land,  although 
he  had  parted  with  some  of  it  to  Pat  Corry,  who  appears  to  have  no  land,  but 
five  cows,  that  would  be  calculated  to  mislead  a person  who  did  not  know  the 
circumstances  ? — Yes ; Kelly  has  a lease  ; his  land  is  arable,  and  the  other  is 
mountain  bog ; Kelly’s  ground,  being  of  a superior  description,  was  measured ; 
at  least  he  is  returned  in  the  old  books  to  my  father  as  containing  such  a num- 
ber of  acres. 

11058.  In  order  to  get  correct  information  his  number  of  acres  should  be 
diminished  and  a portion  of  it  given  to  Corry? — Certainly. 

11059.  Mr.  Solicitor-  Generali]  Now  will  you  go  on  with  the  list  ? — “ Pat  Kir- 
rane,  eight  in  family,  has  five  cows,  pays  8/.  rent,  has  been  selling  meal  since 
the  works  commenced ; has  corn that  is  quite  right ; he  is  one  of  the  persons 
I requested  to  have  taken  off  the  works  from  the  beginning. 

11060.  Anybody  else? — Michael  Kirrane,  returned  for  nine  in  family  ; he  is 
a shoemaker ; they  must  have  entered  some  persons  in  his  shop,  I presume. 

11061.  You  say  that  in  your  list  you  did  not  return  any  stock  ? — In  the  first 
list  we  did  not ; we  did  not  know  it  was  necessary ; he,  Michael  Kirrane,  is 
returned  as  having  nine  in  family  (I  do  not  think  that  is  correct),  and  as  having 
seven  cows ; I dare  say  he  may  have  seven  between  cows  and  yearlings ; he 
has  six  or  seven  head  of  cattle,  but  I never  made  any  inquiry  into  his  circum- 
stances ; he  was  never  returned  for  labour ; he  was  employed  as  a steward  and 
gangsman,  and  was  dismissed. 

11062.  If  you  have  not  made  any  inquiry,  do  you  not  suppose  that  a per- 
0.105.  4 D son 
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Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald,  son  who  has  may  be  more  correct  ? — I pass  his  door  almost  every  day ; he  ' 

a very  young  man,  and  cannot  have  so  large  a family. 

16  June  1847.  11063.  Supposing  a person  told  you,  “ 1 have  personally  inquired  into  his 

circumstances”  ? — It  was  impossible  he  could  have  that  family ; he  has  n 
been  married  more  than  four  years. 

11064.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  You  have  stated  he  may  have  a grandmother  and 
grandfather  and  aunt  and  uncle  in  the  house  ? — That  does  not  follow  here  for 
his  father  has  a house  in  another  part  of  the  land. 

11065.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Is  it  true  that  nearly  all  your  tenants  were 
put  upon  the  works  ? — It  is  not. 

1 1066.  Do  you  believe  that  about  100  were  put  on?— I rather  think  there 
were  more ; there  ought  to  have  been  at  least. 

1 1067.  There  ought  to  have  been  r— Yes,  they  are  very  poor. 

11068.  In  the  first  instance  were  more  than  100  put  on  ? — Oh,  no. 

1 1069.  It  is  stated  in  the  first  instance,  “ I say  all  his  tenants’  were  put  on 
or  the  greater  number  of  them”  ?— All  the  tenants  who  were  called  first-class’ 
were  put  on  ; but  in  the  beginning  they  were  not. 

11070.  How  many? — I do  not  know. 

11071.  About  ?— I should  think  there  were  1 00,  or  very  nearly  that  number. 

11072.  Mr.  Repton.]  Were  there  200  ?— Oh,  certainly  not.  I do  not  think 
there  were. 

11073.  Mr.  < Solicitor-General.']  You  are  not  sure? — I am  not  sure. 

11074.  Am  I to  understand  you  are  not  sure  that  there  were  100  or  200  of 
your  tenants  put  upon  the  works  ? — Certainly ; the  parish  is  very  extensive  and 
the  works  were  very  far  asunder,  and  there  were  persons  put  on  the  works  that 
I know  nothing  about- 

11075.  Might  there  be  more  than  200  ?— No,  I do  not  think  there  could,  for 
there  was  not  that  average  of  working  men  in  the  families. 

11076.  Chairman .]  You  are  asked  whether  they  were  put  on  the  lists;  your 
answer  is,  I think  that  they  might  be  put  upon  the  works  without  my  know- 
ing, as  they  were  very  far  removed  ?— Precisely  so. 

1 1 077.  But  being  put  upon  the  lists  and  put  upon  the  works  are  not  identical 
expressions,  are  they  ? — No. 

11078.  Why  not  ? — Because  the  inspecting  officer  might  not  return  so  many 
for  work  as  were  required. 

11079.  Or  he  might  put  on  more  ?— Yes. 

110S0.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  I ask  you  whether  there  might  not  be  200 
persons  put  upon  the  lists  ? — I should  think  not  of  my  tenants. 

1 1 08 1 . Mr.  Repton.]  Can  you  speak  within  50  to  the  number  of  your  tenants 
put  upon  the  lists  ?— There  could  not  be  more  than  150  of  my  tenants,  nor  150. 

11002.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  there  nearly  150? — I would  say  about 
150.  I do  not  find  150  on  my  lists. 

11003.  Flow  many  of  your  tenants  might  be  put  upon  the  works  ? — I should 
suppose  every  one  who  was  put  upon  the  lists,  according  as  they  had  work  for 
them.  0 J 

1 1 084.  Are  we  to  understand,  when  you  speak  of  persons  put  upon  the  lists 
and  put  upon  the  works,  you  mean  the  same  thing?— No;  I mean  by  “put 
upon  the  lists,  persons  who  are  authorized  to  work  by  the  committee,  and  by 
those  put  upon  the  works,  those  who  are  put  upon  the  works  without  the 
authority  of  the  committee. 

. Vv,085*  ^ave  told  us  about  150  were  put  upon  the  lists,  that  would  be 
■T. iie  auth°rity  of  the  committee  ; how  many  might  be  put  upon  the  works 
without  their  authority  ?— Of  my  tenants  I should  say  there  could  not  be  more 
than  eight  or  10  without  my  knowledge,  for  I made  it  my  habit  to  walk  to  a 

diner ent  wont  almost  every  day. 

11086.  Who  put  them  on  ?— I cannot  tell;  it  was  complained  of  in  com- 
mittee, that  persons  were  put  on  by  the  check  clerks  and  gangsmen,  and  I 
said  we  had  no  method  of  correcting  that ; but  I suggested  to  Mr.  Gamble  and 
ap  ain  VY  ynne,  at  the  last  meeting  we  had,  the  propriety  of  sending  in  to  the 
committee  the  pay  sheets,  and  that  we  could  check  the  pay  sheets,  and  stop  the 
dishonesty  of  the  check  clerks  in  putting  persons  on  the  works  without  any 
authority ; and  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  one  of  the  engineers,  said  it  would  be  inconve- 
nient ; that  his  pay  sheets  must  be  returned  to  the  Board  of  Works ; and  1 
remarked.  You  have  plenty  of  clerks,  or  candidates  for  clerkships,  and  it 

would. 
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would  be  very  little  trouble  to  let  us  hare  a copy  of  the  pay  sheets  even-  week 
and  we  will  check  this  business,'  and  he  undertook  I should  have  if  I never 
got  it.  ’ 

110S7.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Would  it  not  have  been  very  simple  if  those  were  nel- 
sons you  conceived  ought  not  to  be  on,  if  you  had  asked  the  check  clerks  to 
give  you  the  necessary  information  ?_I  thought  it  quite  enough  to  complain 
to  the  officers  in  charge.  I had  a great  deal  to  do  ; it  was  a peculiar  season 

1 108S.  Aon  say  you  complained  r—I  did,  eveiy  time  we  met  in  committee. 
I said.  Is  it  not  extraordinary  that  these  persons  are  left  on?  ” and  one  uer- 
son  suggested  to  me,  “ Take  care ; those  persons  may  be  left  on  the  works  to 
place  you  in  a false  position.  Then  1 again  repeated,  “ It  is  very  ettraordi- 
nary.  I can  see  no  reason,”  says  he,  “ for  continuing  these  men  on  the 
works  contrary  to  your  remonstrances,  unless  it  is  to  put  you  in  a false  position 
in  the  eyes  of  your  neighbours.  1 

com-t°S9'  Wh°  ^ the  re°eiTer  °f  5'0Ur  Pr0Per*-J  ? — Mr.  Enright,  under  the 

11090.  Chairman.]  Did  you  ever  heal-  that  any  of  the  check  clerks  or 
stewards  put  on  a person  from  partiality  or  improper  motives  ? — I did  • I heard 
it  among  the  country  people.  ’ 

noqi.  Was  there  any  report  that  they  received  money  from  those  who 
ought  not  to  have  been  put  on  ?— I did  not  hear  it. 

11092.  Only  partially  r — Only  partially. 

11093.  Did  you  complain  more  than  once  to  Captain  Wynne  about  those 
persons  not  being  taken  off  ?-I  complained  by  writing  and  I complained  at 
the  last  meeting  at  Clondegad,  where  he  attended. 

1 1 094.  Are  you  quite  sure  you  wrote  the  complaint  to  him  ?— Perfectly. 

1 1 095.  You  sent  it  in  the  usual  way  ? — By  post. 

1 1096.  Did  you  receive  any  answer  ?-No,  I did  not ; but  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  an  order  came  to  Mr.  Lidwell  to  strike  them  off,  and  it  was  done 
so,  and  in  a few  days  they  were  put  on  again. 

11007.  And  contrary  to  your  wishes  and  remonstrances  and  the  commit- 
tee s .-—Entirely. 

1109S.  And  you  complained  in  writing  to  the  Government  officers  ?— Yes. 

1 1°99-  And  yet  you  have  a list  produced  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  which  purports 
to  be  a list  of  independent  persons  employed  on  the  public  works  in  the 
parish  of  Clondegad,  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Fitzgerald,”  which  you 
sav  is  incorrect  ? — Yes  ; and  there  are  persons  in  it  not  tenants  of  mine. 

“100.  And  the  information  as  to  others  is  incorrect  ?— Some  of  them  are 
tolerably  correct. 

” 101-  It  purports  to  be  information  obtained  by  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald  since 
me  29th  of  March ; are  you  prepared  to  say  that  the  list  conveys  'an  entirely 
taise  and  erroneous  impression  ? — I cannot 'say  that  it  is  entirely  false. 

1 1102.  In  the  parts  you  have  mentioned  ?— In  the  parts  I mentioned  I know 
it  is.  I was  in  London  when  this  list  was  made  out,  and  on  inquiry  of  who 
the  persons  were  who  gave  the  information  to  Mr.  Lidwell  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 

I was  told  the  name  of  one  person,  and  I find  that  he  (Pat  Honan),  who  was 
returned  as  “ comfortable,”  was  a person  with  whose  family  he  was  at  feud. 
^103.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Who  was  at  feud? — The  informant  that  went 
with  Mr.  lidwell  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

h 1 Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Fitzgerald  know  you  were  in  London  ? — I think 
e hid,  from  liis  expressions  in  the  country. 

1 1 1°5-  Were  you  in  London  together  r — I have  seen  him  in  London. 

11100.  Were  you  in  London  when  he  gave  this  list  in  evidence  ? — I was. 

11107.  Did  he,  or  any  other  Government  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  give 
) ou  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  ?— Never. 

1 1 1 08.  Did  you  see  it  till  it  was  printed  ? — Never  till  after  it  was  printed, 
nnt  109‘  , 0 y°u  had  no  opportunity  of  preventing  this  incorrect  list  being 
P ^ upon  the  notes  of  this  Committee  ? — Certainly  not. 

bvwVv.  ‘k°rc^  J'  Manners.]  Did  you  never  discover  the  mysterious  agency 

t ,.  j your  comfortable  tenants  were  again  and  again  put  upon  the  works  ? 

care  • Vi,  n°^  • * C0UICI  not ; but  I was  told,  in  fact,  by  my  brother,  “ Take 
rathe  ker<:  18  some  motive  for  this  which  you  do  not  understand.”  I was 
nnt  v.r  °^re^es?  , *•  ubout  correspondence ; and  he  said,  tf  Take  care ; this  may 

Put  you  m a fiilse  position.”  ■ 

'10^'  4 d 2 mu.  Receiving 


Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald. 
lfi  June  18+7. 
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Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald.  mu.  Receiving  that  caution  from  your  brother,  did  you  not  feel  still 

more  anxious  to  discover  the  agency  by  which  they  were  put  on  ? — I did  but 

1 6 June  1847.  I never  could.  3 

11112.  Chairman.']  Are  you  quite  sure  you  told  Captain  Wynne  himself  at 
Clondegad,  that  these  tenants  of  yours  were  put  on  contrary  to  your  wishes  ?— 
I did  complain  to  him  that  they  were  put  on  contrary  to  my  wishes. 

11113.  Personally? — I did,  personally. 

11114.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Does  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  reside  in  your  parish? 
— He  does  not ; he  lives  about  16  miles  away  from  me,  or  perhaps  more. 

11115.  Chairman.]  If  in  a report  published  in  the  Clare  Journal  of  the  meet- 
ing at  Clondegad  respecting  which  I am  now  inquiring,  there  appears  no  men- 
tion of  your  having  informed  Captain  Wynne  of  those  tenants  of  yours  bein°- 
struck  off  and  put  on  again  contrary  to  your  wishes,  might  it,  nevertheless,  be 

correct,  that  you  told  him  as  you  have  stated,  and  that  it  may  be  omitted  ? It 

might  be  correct,  and  be  omitted ; I have  looked  at  that  report,  and  it  is 
unquestionably  an  incorrect  one. 

11116.  Do  you  know  the  reporter  who  attended  that  meeting  ? — No. 

11117.  Did  you  see  him  there? — I was  told  there  was  a reporter  in  the 
room ; a person  came  early  in  the  morning.  I was  not  in  the  committee- 
room,  for  I was  most  anxious,  in  pursuance  of  a letter,  to  meet  Captain  Wynne, 
and  to  get  the  people  on  the  works.  A strange  person  came  in,  and  I asked 
Mr.  Lidwell  who  it  was,  and  he  said  somebody  from  Captain  Wynne’s  office. 
I was  not  aware  there  was  a reporter  in  the  room  till  coming  home  ; I was  told 
there  was  a person  taking  notes. 

1 1 1 1 8.  Did  you  see  a person  taking  notes  ? — I did  not ; I was  informed  he 
was  taking  notes  on  a side  table. 

11119.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Have  you  read  this  report  in  the  Clare  Journal? 
— I read  it  in  the  Clare  Journal. 

11120.  Was  the  impression  produced  on  your  mind  that  it  was  incomplete, 
that  many  things  were  omitted  ? — If  I recollect  right,  the  reporter  says  that, 
after  striking  off  200  men,  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  returned  to  Ennis ; 
the  fact  was,  they  put  on  200  that  day. 

11121.  It  is  stated  in  the  second  paragraph,  p.  87,  “The  same  process  was 
gone  through  at  this  meeting  as  had  been  observed  on  the  previous  day  at 
Kildysart.  The  names  on  the  list  of  the  committee  were  read  over  by  the 
chairman,  and  a great  many  of  them,  who  possessed  both  stock  and  provisions, 
were  struck  off.”  Were  there  any  names  struck  off  ? — Not  that  I recollect. 

11122.  Are  you  certain  that  no  names  were  struck  off  ?— Not  after  Captain 
Wynne  came,  certainly ; but  the  priest  and  I were  canvassing  before  the  com- 
mittee met  whether  some  few  could  be  put  off. 

11123.  This  statement  does  not  make  out  that  Captain  Wynne  was  present 
when  the  names  were  struck  off? — I think  not. 

11124.  You  cannot  be  positive  ? — I cannot  be  positive. 

11125.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Wynne,  on  the  contrary,  express  his  inten- 
tion of  putting  on  more  ? — Yes. 

11126.  How  many  ? — They  gave  leave  to  put  on  200  more. 

11127.  Was  that  spoken  in  public,  so  that  the  reporter  might  have  heard 
it?— Yes;  the  engineer  stated  he  had  employment  for  400  men.  We  were 
saying,  after  the  persons  had  been  so  long  without  employment,  it  was  a pity 
not  to  give  them  work ; the  engineer  said  he  could  put  on  400  men,  and  after 
a while  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  engineer,  went  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Gamble,  and 
Mr.  Gamble,  addressing  me,  said,  “Take  care ; we  will  put  on  but  200 and  1 
said,  “That  is  a great  disappointment,  after  you  said  400.” 

11128.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  That  report  is  incomplete,  according  to  your 
recollection  ? — Yes. 

11129.  Can  you  point  out  any  other  instances  in  which  the  report  is  incom- 
plete ; what  things,  to  your  knowledge,  were  said  that  do  not  appear  in  the 
report  ?— There  was  very  great  excitement  amongst  the  people  who  were  col- 
lected outside  the  committee-room  door  at  not  getting  employment.  We  had 
begun  the  business  of  the  committee,  being  disappointed  of  the  arrival  ot 
Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble ; there  was  a great  crowd  of  persons ; there 
were  about  100  or  more  outside  the  committee-room  door,  and  some  in 
house;  a good  many.  A person  came  in  and  said,  “Go  out;  the  people  win 
play  some  mischief  with  Captain  Wynne.”  I went  out,  and  so  did  the  priest. 
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and  we  brought  in  Captain  Wynne,  and,  I think,  Mr.  Gamble,  and,  in  fact,  we 
made  the  people  quiet ; and  I think  it  would  hare  been  but  fair  to  mention  that 
in  the  report. 

11130.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  Were  the  people  excited  ?— They  were  talking 
loud,  and  there  was  one  person  who  was  a very  noisy  fellow,  Monaghan,  and 
I singled  him  out ; I said  to  him,  “ If  you  don’t  hold  your  tongue,  you  will  be 
sorry  for  it.”  He  went  away. 

11131.  Do  you  consider,  but  for  your  interference,  the  Government  officers 
might  have  been  in  jeopardy  ?— I do  not  say  that ; but  the  people  were  very 
much  excited ; they  were  three  or  four  weeks  without  work,  while  work  was 
going  on  in  every  parish  around. 

& 11132.  If  they  were  excited  who  were  they  excited  against?— I should  say 
Captain  Wynne. 

1 1 133.  If  they  were  excited  against  Captain  Wynne,  but  for  your  interference 
Captain  Wynne  might  have  been  the  worse  for  it  ?— I am  not  ashamed  to  say 
I think  that  if  I were  not  there  he  would  have  been  roughly  handled. 

11134.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Do  you  consider  that  feeling  arose  in  consequence 
the  disappointment  of  the  people  in  not  getting  employment  ?— Unquestion- 
ably; those  lists  had  been  sent  in  day  after  day,  begging  him  to  put  the 
people  to  work ; for  four  weeks  the  people  frequently  came  up  to  my  house  to 
ask  “ What  day  will  we  get  work  ?”  and  the  lists  were  sent  in  to  Captain  Wynne, 
and  sent  back  again  several  times.  The  people  were  absolutely  in  a state  of 
very  great  destitution,  and  almost  desperation,  at  the  time. 

11135.  When  you  went  out  to  receive  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  were 
they  in  the  crowd  ? — They  were  in  the  crowd. 

11136.  Do  you  think  that  they  would  have  done  anything  beyond  making 
loud  complaints  ? — Monaghan  was  a noisy  fellow ; he  made  remarks  ; and  if 
the  priest  and  I had  not  gone  out,  very  likely  they  would  have  been  hustled. 

11137.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  “Roughly  handled,”  I think,  was  your  ex- 
pression ? — Well,  yes,  I think  so. 

11138.  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  consider  it  was  your  duty,  as  a clergyman  and 
a resident  proprietor,  to  interfere  on  behalf  of  the  Government  officers,  and  to 
protect  them  from  any  injury  ? — Unquestionably  I did,  and  always  evinced  it. 

11139.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  not  consider  that  gentlemen  in  your 
station  had  great  influence  upon  the  people,  either  for  or  against  the  Govern- 
ment officers? — I think  a good  many  of  them  have ; some  of  them  have  and 
some  have  not. 

11140.  Do  you  know  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare? — Yes. 

11141.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  they  have  very  great  influence  with  the 
people  ? — I am  sure  the  people  respect  both  of  them  very  much. 

11142.  Would  they  not  have  great  influence  with  the  people  either  for  or 
against  the  Government  officers,  if  they  expressed  themselves  for  the  Govern- 
ment officers  or  against  them  ? — I would  certainly  say  they  have  great  influence 
with  the  people,  and  the  people  would  be  greatly  guided  by  then  opinions. 

11143.  Mr.  JV.  Williams.]  Do  you  know  of  the  Members  for  Clare  exercising 
their  influence  injuriously  to  the  Government  officers  ? — Never. 

1 1 1 44-  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  they  pro- 
tected the  Government  officers,  as  you  did  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  was 
any  occasion. 

, 1 1145.  Mr.  Solicitor- General. ] Do  you  know  an  instance? — I do  not;  that 
district  is  very  far  from  mine. 

11146.  Mr.  Repton.]  You  are  not  acquainted  with  that  district? — I am; 
I visit  there  frequently. 

H147-  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  relief  committees  with  which- 
the  Honourable  Members  are  connected  ? — I am  not. 

11148-  Mr.  Borthwick.]  Would  you  look  to  the  last  line  on  page  86,  “ The 
conduct  of  one  individual  in  the  crowd,  of  the  name  of  John  Monaghan,  of 
Dercomade,  was  most  outrageous  ; and  Captain  Wynne  was  obliged  to  seize 
the  man  and  forcibly  shake  him  off ; one  or  two  such  turbulent  characters 
irould  be  quite  enough  to  inflame  a crowd  of  excited  people ; fortunately,  how- 
eyer’  the  police  were  at  hand  to  prevent  any  serious  disturbance  from  taking 
place.  * Is  it  your  complaint  of  the  inaccuracy  of  this  report,  that  it  does  not 
state  that  you  and  the  priest  interfered  instead  of  the  police  ? — It  is  ; I was  not 
aware  that  the  police  were  at  hand  at  all ; there  is  one  policeman  always 

6-105.  4 d 3 attending 


Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald. 
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1 6 June  1847, 


Eev.  c.  Fitzgerald,  attending  the  committee  as  an  assistant ; he  knew  the  country  well 

T7 — had  him  to  make  inquiries.  y 5 and 

11149.  Did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  seize  tliis  man  and  shake  him  off--  w 
I did  not ; it  might  have  happened  before  I went  out.  ' 1 - 

11150.  When  you  went  out,  did  you  find  the  police  attempting  to  j 

Captain  Wynne  against  the  attack  of  those  men  ?— The  distance  was  ° 

short ; I was  excited  when  I knew  those  men  were  in  danger,  and  I we 
and  brought  them  into  the  committee-room  as  quick  as  I could.  ent  0Dt 

11151.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Did  you  not  think  they  were  in  dauwh 
for  you  ? I do  not  think  they  were  in  danger  of  their  lives,  but  I sa  fl,  n 
through,  and  still  think,  that  they  might  have  been  roughly  handled  if  the  —• 
and  I had  not  interfered.  "nesr 

11152.  I understood  you  to  say  some  time  ago,  that  you  again  and  asain 
returned  some  tenants  of  your  own,  who  ought  not,  on  account  of  their  rim™ 
stances,  to  be  on  the  lists  P-I  reported  them,  as  I said,  to  the  inspeX 
officer,  and  I spoke  several  times  to  Indwell.  1 0 

T -l 1 M3'  \ "nd®r*ta“d  y°u  wrote  letters  “P°n  the  subject  ? — I wrote  letters  to 
Lidwell  and  Captain  Wynne.  0 

11154.  Have  you  any  copies  of  those  letters?— No,  I have  not 
T 1J,55-  Did  you  enter  them  upon  the  minutes  of  the  committee  No  • 
I merely  spoke  of  it,  m committee,  and  told  them  I had  written.  The  priest 
and  I were  the  only  two  working  members,  and  we  lived  five  or  six  miles 
asunder. 

1 1 1 56.  I do  not  understand  you  to  say  for  certain  that  you  did  not  receive 
an  answer  ? — I am  not  positive. 

11157-  Chairman .]  I would  ask  you,  if  you  had  perceived  on  these  lists  of 
your  committee  any  other  persons  not  being  tenants  of  your  own,  but  whom 
you  knew  to  be  m comparatively  comfortable  circumstances,  would  you  have 
given  information  to  the  committee  to  have  them  struck  off  ?— Decidedly 
11158.  Was  it  a matter  of  fact  that  you  did  not  know  of  any  such  person  r— 
Positively  a matter  of  fact. 

1 1 159*  Dad  you  reason  to  think  there  were  such  persons  ? — I cannot  say : 
l can  tor  persons  I am  acquainted  with. 

. 1 ‘ l6°-.  3 want  t0  kEOW  whether  the  other  members  of  the  committee  exer- 
eised  a vigilance  and  due  judgment  in  preventing  improper  persons  from  being 
n the 1 list  t I cannot  say  what  their  conduct  might  have  been, 

.h*  i^f  t j Can  sa7.  , ether  any  °ther  hut  your  own  tenants  were  struck  off 
the  lists  ?— I do  not  think  they  were. 

11162.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  persons  left  on  the  lists  were 
m comfortable  circumstances,  excepting  those  tenants  of  your  own,  which  you 
011  ky  mistake  ? — I heard  there  were  in  the  low  part  of  the  parish, 
parish  is  exceedingly  large,  and  I was  more  particular  about  the  works  in 
my  own  neighbourhood,  within  a range  of  three  or  four  miles. 

T n 1 1 y°U  know.  what  was  done  in  that  low  part?— I did  not;  but 

eai\-  ® labourers  saying  there  were  comfortable  people  on  such  works, 
i 1 ? 1 ' 4*  complaints  made  by  some  of  the  labourers  ? — In  some  instances 

Dy  the  comfortable  farmers. 

T * 1 1 y°u  know  whether  any  inquiry  was  made  as  to  those  cases  ?— 

1 am  not  aware.  ^ J 

^ii66-  '^nd  tkey  aTe  out  of  your  own  immediate  local  knowledge? — They 

]] 1 ® J*  4nd  you  do  not  know  what  was  done  ?— No. 

’1  H°W  ?a^e,  CaPtain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  to  decide  to  employ  200 
dav  ;I!7+?ien?~Tlie  resident  engineer  said  he  could  employ  400  the  same 
communication  between  Mr.  Gamble  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  Gamble  said  he  should  confine  it  to  200. 

0 >ou  know  of  any  personal  investigation  being  made  by  Captain 
\ AT  aTntiate  the  charSe  he  made  against  the  fists,  signed  by  you  as 
in,  , • , t °\^am  no^  aware ; he  came  on  the  22d,  in  compliance  with  this 
Wlsl1 10  P«‘  also,  together  with  his  answer. 

,1/  41.  y°u  raad  tke  letter  yon  sent  ? — “ Sir, — The  condition  of  the 
I deStltute  iamdles  who  are  prevented  from  receiving  adequate  em- 
Sni  k ye™  refusing  to  credit  the  lists  furnished  to  you,  three  weeks 
, y e Clondegad  relief  committee,  is  now  become  such  that  I fear  any 

further 
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further  delay  in  giving  sufficient  employment  will  be  attended  with  serious 
consequences.  You  must  be  aware  how  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  a country 
it  is  to  leave  the  poor  of  an  entire  parish  under  the  impression  that  they  have 
been  unjustly  treated,  and  further  goaded  on  to  acts  of  violence  by  witnesrin°- 
the  sufferings  of  their  starving  families.  It  is  my  duty,  both  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  and  Protestant  clergyman  of  the  parish,  to  inform  you  that,  in 
my  opinion,  if  any  further  delay  occur  in  giving  the  requisite  employment 
some  serious  breach  of  the  peace  will  ensue;  I say  this,  not  because  I have 
heard  from  any  one  that  such  a course  is  contemplated  by  the  people,  but  be- 
cause I know  that  they  are  now  reduced  to  the  very  verge  of  actual  starvation  • 
because  I know  that  the  wages  of  one  man  are  not  sufficient  to  support  a desti- 
tute family,  consisting  of  six,  or  over  six  members  ; and  because  1 know  and 
so  do  you,  that  it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  see  one’s  family  oerishing  by 
hunger  without  making  every  effort  to  rescue  them.  No  means  is  left  to 
the  starving  peasant  but  violence  and  plunder  ; and  it  is  on  this  account 
I fear  the  consequences,  more  especially  as  evil-disposed  persons  will  be 
found  to  work  upon  their  fears.  I do  not  make  this  assertion  as  an  alarmist 
but  with  a sincere  desire  to  impose  upon  you  the  humanity  as  well  as  the  neces- 
sity of  the  course  I am  about  to  propose.  I have  summoned  a special  meeting 
of  the  Clondegad  relief  committee,  to  take  place  at  Fanny  0’Dea’s,  near  the 
nine  milestone  on  the  Ennis  and  Kilrush  mail  road,  at  12  o’clock  noon  on 
Tuesday  next,  January  the  12th,  at  which  I have  now  to  request  your  attend- 
ance, and  also  that  you  will  bring  Mr.  John  Whitstone,  in  order  that  he  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  supporting  his  information  to  you  as  regards  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  lists.  You  will,  of  course,  bring  with  you  the  lists  of  which  you 
complain,  and  the  delay  in  acting  on  which  has  caused  so  much  trouble  and 
annoyance  to  all  concerned.  1 will  undertake  that  every  facility  shall  be 
afforded  you  to  test  the  accuracy,  and  to  that  end  I will  endeavour  “to  procure 
p large  an  attendance  of  the  people  of  the  parish  as  possible ; by  this  means, 
tf  any  incorrectness  exists,  we  can  easily  remove  it,  and  when  you  are  satisfied 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  revised  lists,  I have  no  doubt  you  will  at  once 
afford  the  requisite  employment.  You  will  pardon  me  for  thinking  that  had  you 
adopted  this  course,  and  referred  back  the  lists  to  the  committee  in  the  first  in- 
stance, allmisunderstanding  on  the  subject  might  have  been  avoided,  and  a great 
deal  of  misery  and  disappointment  spared  to  the  famishing  applicant.  I should 
myself  have  proposed  it  sooner  did  I not  hope  that  when  you  had  discovered 
your  mistake  with  regard  to  the  uniformity  in  the  numbers  of  the  families 
which  appeared  in  one  of  the  sheets  (that  containing  those  who  had  but  six  in 
family),  which  I understand  to  be  the  cause  of  complaints,  and  that  when  Mr. 

J.  Whitstone  had  explained  to  you,  as  he  has  done  to  me,  his  misapprehension 
on  the  same  subject,  you  would  have  made  no  further  objection  to  employing 
the  persons  recommended.  In  this  I have  been  disappointed,  and  it  now  only 
remains  for  me  to  warn  you  that  on  you  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  your  fellow- 
creatures  and  the  peace  of  a large  district  depend.  The  committee  have  done 
their  duty ; they  endeavoured  to  anticipate  the  evil  by  furnishing  you  three 
weeks  since  with  lists  of  the  persons  they  deemed  entitled  to  work,  and  now, 
though  justly  indignant  at  the  marked  want  of  courtesy  with  which  they  have 
Deen  treated,  they  are  willing  to  sacrifice  all  private  or  personal  feelings  to  what 
they  consider  a paramount  public  duty.  Allow  me  again  to  impress  upon 
you  tiie  danger  of  refusing  to  comply  with  our  wishes  on  this  subject.  The 
pansh  of  Clondegad  has  hitherto  been,  and  still  is,  remarkable  for  peaceful 
orderly  conduct ; the  poor  people  are,  beyond  comparison,  patient  under 
eir  aggravated  sufferings,  but  it  is  both  unwise  and  unjust  to  test  their  for- 
earance  any  further.  When  they  see  sufficient  employment  given  in  every 
ection  around  them,  they  cannot  withstand  the  cravings  of  hunger  and  the 
0 H m®,  sense  injustice.  I have  written  thus  at  length  on  the  subject  in 
Jner  that  you,  being  made  fully  aware  of  the  exact  state  of  the  case,  may  not 
ow  any  trivial  obstacle  to  interfere  with  your  attending  our  committee  on 
uesday ; your  doing  so  appears  to  me  the  only  course  which  can  fully  meet 
or-e  ~®culty.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  committee,  deeming  the 
alt^t  i*  3 reasonable  and  correct,  cannot  consent  to  furnish  you  with 
ceeH'  ^StS  ^ satisfied  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  original  ones  ; such  a pro- 
coni w°uld  be  an  admission  of  the  incorrectness,  and  would  fix  on  the 
mittee  the  foul  charge  of  furnishing  you  with  lists  which,  when  complained 
-105*  4 d 4 °f» 


Rev.  C.  Fiizgeraid. 
lG  June  1847. 
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.Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald,  of,  they  were  afraid  to  have  tested.  I have  the  honour.  &c.,  Charles  Fitzgerald 
Captain  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer.” 

36 June  1847.  11171.  Did  you  get  an  answer  to  that? — Yes,  sir.  This  is  the  answer— 

“ Ennistimon,  11  January  184/.  Sir, — I beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  in  reply,  to  state  that  it  will  be  impossibl 
to  attend  at  the  place  appointed  therein  by  you,  being  engaged  every  day  this 
week  in  distant  parts  of  the  district.  I should,  however,  suggest  that  the 
arrangement  entered  into  by  me  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breene  should  be  earned 
into  effect,  more  particularly  if  the  urgent  necessity  for  employment  exists 
which  your  letter  would  imply.  I shall  only  add,  that  no  unnecessary  delay 
shall  take  place  on  my  part.  I remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Edmund 
Wynne , Inspecting  Officer.  The  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman,  Relief  Com- 
mittee, Clondegad.” 

11172.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Captain  Wynne  says  he  could  not  come  on 
the  day  you  appoint ; how  soon  after  did  he  come  ? — I think  on  the  22d. 

11173.  Do  you  not  know  that  Captain  Wynne  was  very  much  pressed  with 
the  duties  of  his  business  ? — I suppose  he  was. 

11174.  Lord  J Manners .]  Did  you  regard  that  answer  of  Captain  Wynne’s 
as  perfectly  proper  ? — Yes. 

11175.  Chairman .]  Was  the  pressure  of  circumstances  and  the  clamour  for 
employment  so  great,  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  necessarily  met 
with  great  difficulties  in  exercising  the  duties  of  their  office?— I think  the 
pressure  was  very  great  on  them,  and  without  hands  enough  they  could  not 
have  met  all  emergencies  ; but  at  the  same  time,  as  regards  my  parish,  the  works 
were  going  on  in  every  direction,  and  second  in  families  was  put  on  all  around 
me  before  they  were  put  on  in  our  parish. 

11176.  Had  the  committees  very  great  difficulties  in  exercising  their  duties, 
from  the  pressure  of  circumstances  and  the  clamour  of  the  people  for  employ- 
ment ? — They  had.  r 1 ' 

11177.  Will  you  again  refer  to  the  list,  on  which  you  have  already  been 
examined,  in  page  19,  No.  14  of  the  Minutes,  of  your  independent  tenants; 
look  to  the  list,  and  you  there  find  Michael  Kenny,  of  Lissycassey ; you  have 
already  stated  he  was  not  a tenant  of  yours  ; was  lie  on  the  list  at  all?— No; 
Michael  Kenny  was  a very  old  man.  He  might  have  a son  called  Michael,  but 
it  he  has,  he  has  neither  house  nor  land.  Michael  Kenny  was  a very  old  man, 
not  able  to  work,  and  would  not  look  for  it. 

1 1 1 7 8.  This  Michael  Kenny  appears  to  have  23  acres  of  land ; was  he  ever 
on  the  list  ?— Never  looked  for  it,  to  my  knowledge. 

11 179 • Is  he  70  years  of  age  ? — Yes. 

11180.  Do  you  know  his  son,  John  Kenny  ?— I do. 

mSi.  Was  he  appointed  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  local  engineer  ? — He  was. 

11182.  Is  that  the  man  who  gave  in  this  list  ?— Yes. 

. 111  Was  John  Kenny  so  appointed  as  steward  a person  in  comfortable 
stock^^11068  ' ^GS  ’ a S01^  countl7  *nn  or  Bouse,  and  has  land  and 


111 84.  Do  you  know  what  quantity  of  land  and  stock  he  has  ? — I do  not  know 
exactly , he  is  not  a tenant  of  mine  ; but  he  has  a reasonable  share  of  land. 

11  Is  there  much  business  done  at  this  house  ? — A reasonable  share. 
iii  8b.  Do  you  know  whether  the  engineers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were 
entertained  at  his  inn  ?— They  always  stopped  there. 

11187*  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  there  any  reason  against  employing  a 
steward  who  was  not  in  destitute  circumstances  ?— No,  I do  not  think  there 
Wa,S,\b  7 l0°ked  more  for  “Urgent  persons. 

fi.  °'u  ^0U  a steward  who  was  intelligent  you  did  not  consider 

fflheWaS in  destitute  circumstances  or  not  r— That  was  the  rule 

of  the  officers  of  the  Board,  as  I understand  from  Mr.  Russell. 

did,ll89'  ““>«»«■]  Mr.  Lidwell,  another  officer,  lodged  at  his  house  ’-He 

there’?— < (^loUhtm  ''Gmeral^  Y°U  SaJ  the  GoTernment  offioers 


lere  '—One  of  them,  ' 

there  would  he  not  have  a better  opportunity  of  per- 
f0r  tie  office  ?-I  rather  think  he  was  appointed  steward 

itore  Mr.  Lidwell  came. 

U192,  Chairman- 
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1 1 192.  Chairman .]  Did  you  know  John  Kean,  John  Kelly's  son-in-law 
Yes. 

i.i  193-  Had  he  any  appointment  under  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? 
—Yes. 

11194.  What  was  liis  appointment  ? — Check  clerk. 

1 1 1 95.  Do  you  know  John  Kenny  r — Yes. 

1 1 196.  What  age  is  he  ? — Two  or  three  years  old. 

11197.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Can  you  tell  why  Michael  Kenny  was  put  upon 
this  list  r If  Michael  Kenny  is  on  the  list,  he  must  be  a son,  or  some  other ; but 
Michael  Kenny,  of  Lissycassey,  having  this  property,  I know  to  be  an  old  man 
and  not  to  be  on  the  list;  he  never  applied  to  me;  I know  he  would  have 
applied  to  me  in  the  first  instance. 

1 1 19S.  Is  he  a tenant  of  yours  ? — No. 

11199.  The  list  is  incorrect  in  two  ways;  first,  stating  that  he  was  a tenant 
of  yours,  and  stating  that  he  was  on  the  list  at  all  r— Yes. 

11200.  Chairman.}  You  state  you  heard  that  some  investigation  took  place 
and  that  Kean  was  dismissed ; did  you  know  that  Mr.  Lidwell  was  dismissed, 
or  had  any  complaint  made? — I do  not  know;  he  was  not  dismissed,  to  my 
knowledge,  when  I left  home. 

11201.  Did  you  give  the  best  assistance  to  Mr.  Lidwell  to  carryout  the 
works  under  his  charge  r — Indeed  I did,  in  every  way  in  my  power. 

11202.  When  did  it  first  become  known  in  your  neighbourhood  that  you 
were  summoned  here  by  the  Committee,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  to  give 
evidence  ? — It  became  known  in  my  neighbourhood  early  in  March  that  I was 
to  come  over  and  give  evidence.  1 received  a letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  sav  I 
would  be  summoned.  I did  not  understand  the  etiquette  of  a summons,  and  I 
immediately  repaired  to  London  upon  getting  the  letter ; it  was  very  well  known 
in  March. 

11203.  Were  Mr.  Lidwell  and  the  man  who  gave  evidence  then  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  Board  of  Works  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

11204.  Can  you  state  any  occurrences  that  took  place  after  it  became  known 
that  you  were  summoned  at  his  desire  ? — Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  Mr.  Lidwell  went 
through  every  house  in  my  property  and  took  returns  ; at  one  time  they  said  it 
was  about  the  Drainage  Act,  at  other  times  it  was  about  the  works  ; they  never 
said  what  their  object  was  ; they  made  inquiries,  and  the  fruit  of  those  inquiries 
I presume  to  be  this  list  before  me.  I cannot,  of  course,  assert  what  I have 
only  heard  from  hearsay,  but  I know  also  that  my  tenants  were  displaced  from 
the  works.  The  only  two  persons  I took  any  interest  in  as  stewards  were  two 
poor  men  with  long  families,  two  intelligent  men  ; they  were  dismissed  imme- 
diately, and  the  person  that  walked  about  with  Mr.  Lidwell  and  Fitzgerald 
through  my  land  was  made  a steward. 

1 1205.  How  many  of  your  tenants  were  taken  off  the  list  after  it  became 
known  you  were  to  be  a witness  here  ? — I cannot  say  ; I was  from  home,  and 
having  attended  since ; they  are  all  off  the  works  now. 

1 1 206.  That  was  under  the  new  orders  ? — Under  the  old  Act. 

11207.  Chairman.}  The  mere  fact  of  having  10  or  15,  or  20  acres  of  land, 
does  not  show  the  man  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances? — No. 

1120S.  Is  that  another  reason  why  the  quantity  of  land  appearing  in  the 
column  gives  no  test  of  the  comfort  or  destitution,  whether  it  is  his  own,  or 
whether  he  shares  it  with  other  people  ? — In  many  instances,  both  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  landlord  and  various  persons  who  have  claims  on  land,  it  is 
returned  to  such  a person  and  partners  ; there  is  one  person  named  for  the 
land,  and  that  may  be  divided  between  20  and  30. 

1 1209.  So,  independent  of  the  mere  circumstances  of  a man  being  put  on 
the  list,  does  not  show  that  he  himself  is  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  land  r — 
Precisely  so  ; there  may  be  half  a dozen  persons  sharing  it. 

11210.  Therefore  it  requires  a personal  and  local  investigation  to  ascertain 
the  facts  ?— Yes. 

11211.  Mr.  Solicitor- General .]  The  account  that  a man  gives  of  his  own 
position,  and  the  value  of  it,  would  that  be  in  your  country,  on  an  average, 
good  evidence  ? — I was  particularly  safe  in  that,  for  I took  the  valuation  made 
by  the  Tithe  Commissioners;  I know  the  land;  I have  been  there  all  my 
life. 

11212.  If  a person,  asked  about  his  state  and  condition,  gives  an  account 
0.105.  4E  of 
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gerahl.  0f  it,  do  you  believe  it  ? — Generally  I do ; if  I know  the  character  of  the  per- 
~ son  I believe  him,  and  if  I know  him  not  to  be  trustworthy  I make  further 
'■*7'  inquiries. 

11213.  Did  you  find  in  your  parish,  as  we  have  heard  of  others,  consider- 
able aversion  to  giving  evidence? — No,  I do  not  say  I did. 

11214.  In  cases  where  it  might  go  against  the  party’s  interest  ? — No,  I have 
never  found  it.  I never  was  a witness  until  this  day ; I do  not  clearly  under- 
stand the  question. 

11215.  Among  the  people  or  small  tenants,  should  you  not  expect  to  find 
them  averse  to  give  evidence  about  their  own  private  affairs  to  a stranger?— 
I should  think  so. 

11216.  And  if  they  did  give  evidence  about  their  own  private  affairs,  should 
you  trust  them  ? — That  is  very  hard  to  answer. 

11217.  In  the  case  I was  putting  is  it  likely  that,  from  the  habits  of  the 
people,  they  would  tell  the  truth  ?— I do  not  see  that  a person  would  be  likely 
to  tell  his  private  affairs  to  a stranger  ; it  is  unreasonable  to  ask  him. 

11218.  Suppose  he  got  an  answer?— That  would  depend  on  the  person 
asked ; I cannot  state  who  would  tell  the  truth  and  who  would  not. 

11219.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Would  it  not  depend  upon  the  object  the  person 
who  asked  has  in  view  ? — Clearly. 

11220.  You  stated  that  the  person  who  went  to  make  this  inquiry  came  for 
some  particular  object  ?— He  stated  to  several  that  he  came  about  the  drainage 
Act.  0 

11221.  Do  you  think  that  the  answers  he  would  receive  would  be  a little 
guided  by  the  belief  of  the  people  that  he  came  to  ask  about  drainage  ?— I 
should  not  be  surprised  if  it  induced  them  to  be  more  explicit  than  they  might 
otherwise  be. 

11222.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Your  impression  is  they  came  to  ferret  out  those 
circumstances  to  make  a case  here  ?— Precisely  so  ; and  I am  confirmed  in  that 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  a very  large  parish,  and  no  tenants  of  any  landlords  in 
the  parish  were  inquired  into  but  mine. 

11223.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  would  incline  the  people  to  mislead 
them  by  the  information  they  gave  ?— I do  not  think  it  would. 

11224.  Do  you  think  that  the  rate  under  the  Poor  Law  is  a good  test  of  the 
destitution  or  comfort  of  the  persons  rated  ? — No ; for  the  reasons  I gave  before, 
one  person  may  be  put  down  as  the  owner,  and  perhaps  four  or  five  may  have 
to  contribute  to  that. 

11225.  When  was  the  tithe  valuation  made  to  which  you  have  referred?  — 
I think  in  1825. 

11226.  Was  that  a more  accurate  test  than  any  information  that  could  be 
derived  from  the  poor-law  valuation  ? — I think  it  was,  indeed. 

11227.  Mr.  Solicitor~G eneral.]  Were  not  the  relief  committee-men  more 
capable  than  any  others  of  knowing  the  condition  of  the  persons  put  upon  the 
lists  or  excluded  from  them  .•* — Surely  they  were. 

1 1 228.  If  improper  persons  found  their  way  upon  the  lists  is  it  not  the  fault 
of  the  committee-men? — It  must  have  been  the  fault  of  whatever  committee- 
men proposed  him. 

11229.  Chairman .]  Did  improper  persons,  to  your  knowledge,  find  their  way 
upon  the  lists  ?— No.  0 

1*230.  R does  not  follow  that  if  a person,  looking  at  the  quantity  of  land 
and  the  quantity  of  cattle,  chooses  to  say  he  is  improper,  that  he  was  therefore 
an  improper  person  to  be  put  on  ? —I  do  not  think  it  does. 

11231.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  I put  the  question  merely  as  to  the  duties  of 
committee-men? — It  was  their  duty  to  inquire  into  every  application. 

11231.  Chairman.]  Would  not  the  quantity  of  cattle  which  a person  might 
Have,  afford  a test  of  his  destitution  or  comfort? — The  quantity  of  cattle 
would  afford  a test  of  destitution. 

11232.  To  what  extent? — In  the  mountain  district  two  or  three  head  of 
cattle  are  not  equivalent  to  one  good  head  of  cattle  in  the  Lowlands,  and  there 
should  be  a distinction  made  as  to  the  number ; and  also,  I would  say,  that 
during  the  last  winter  and  the  early  part  of  this  spring  the  cattle  on  the 
mountains  were  particularly  unsaleable ; I have  known  some  endeavour  to 
sell  them,  and  could  not  do  it. 

11 -33*  These  circumstances  taken  together,  I ask  you  whether  the  mere 
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fact  of  seeing  cattle  in  the  column,  or  knowing  by  inquiry  that  a person  had 
two  cattle,  would  afford  any  satisfactory  test  of  the  condition  of  the  party  r— 
I w ould  say  not,  unless  the  description  of  cattle  were  also  mentioned. 

11234.  Mr.  JV.WilliamsJl  Might  cattle  be  in  a low  condition  ?— They  were  in 
arerv  bad  condition  on  the  mountains;  and  hay  is  very  scarce  in  that  district ; 
and  what  kept  the  cattle  alive  hitherto  was  the  potatoes,  which  have  failed  this 
last  year  ; and  the  consequence  was  that  the  cattle  were  so  weak  the  people 
could  not  sell  them.  1 1 

11235.  Chairman .]  Was  that  another  ingredient,  in  addition  to  these  things 
as  a test  of  parties,  winch  may  be  gone  into?— There  was,  but  we  were  new 
called  upon  to  inquire  into  it. 

11236.  Would  that  not  be  a material  ingredient  ? — Decidedly. 

"WU*  a.Pers°n  owed  much  money,  he  might  have  land' and  cattle,  and 
might  still  be  in  a state  of  destitution  i-Yes.  I could,  out  of  this  ver  - list 
give  an  instance  of  it.  • 5 

11238.  Mr  .Solicitor-General.]  If  his  debts  were  pressed  upon  him  he  would 
be  in  a state  of  destitution  ; if  not,  would  he  not  be  just  the  same  a*  if  lie 
had  none  ? — Yes. 


. H239-  Chairman .]  If  lie  owed  money  for  rent  would  he  he  at  liberty  to  sell 
Ins  cattle,  if  they  were  saleable,  or  to  give  up  his  land  i-1  doubt  whether  a 
landlord  would  like  to  have  his  only  pledge  he  had- for  his  rent  removed. 

1124°.  Mi\  Solicitor-General.]  Would  you  have  taken  any  steps  to  preyent  a 
tenant  selling  lus  cattle — I would  not. 

11241.  Might  others  ? — They  might. 

11242.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Would  you  consider  tlie  condition  of  the  people  to 
be  this : that  supposing  they  owed  you  a given  sum  of  rent,  if  their  cattle  were 
forced  to  be  sold  to  pay  their  rent,  during  the  period  of  their  poor  condition, 
they  would  have  fetched  as  much  as  the  rent  that  was  due  ?— Decidedlv  not  • 
it  would  have  been  injurious  to  both  landlord  and  tenant. 

31243.  Was  that  the  general  condition  of  the  people  in  your  neighbourhood? 
— It  was. 


11244.  Chairman J]  Wrould  not  the  landlord  injure  himself  by  doing  it? — 
And  the  tenant ; it  would  reduce  him  to  the  impossible  state  of  relieving 
mmself  from  poverty,  and  more  particularly  in  the  mountain  districts,  where 
they  rely  upon  the  produce  of  the  cattle  for  paying  the  rent. 

11245.  Might  it  be  extremely  desirable  to  put  a person  just  above  the  verge 
of  destitution  on  the  public  works,  to  prevent  his  becoming  entirely  pauperised  ? 


11246.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  many  cattle  would  you  allow' a man  to 
keep  before  you  put  him  on  the  destitution  roll  ?— As  I said  before,  there  should 
be  a distinction  made  as  to  the  kind  of  cattle,  and  the  condition. 

1 1247.  Say  a man  with  12  or  15  ? — I would  not  put  him. 

1 1 248.  Nine  ? — No,  nor  six ; and  never  did. 

11249.  What  would  be  the  price,  in  your  parish,  of  cattle? — In  my  parish, 
I wish  to  distinguish  it,  the  land  differs  considerably ; there  is  some  the  best 
land  in  Clare  in  it,  and  some  the  worst,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  answer 
that  question;  but  if  you  confine  me  to  the  mountain  district  I could 
answer  it. 

11 250.  What  would  be  the  price  of  cattle  to  sell  at  that  time? — I should 
say  a cow  that  would  calve,  or  to  calve  in  May,  might  bring  51.  or  61. , but 
could  be  had  easily  about  Christmas  for  21.  or  31, 

11251.  Chairman.  ] If  it  were  a poor  barren  heifer,  or  one  not  in  calf? — 
twenty -five  or  thirty  shillings. 

. 1 1 252.  At  the  utmost,  those  things  could  only  be  ascertained  by  inquiry  or 
mspectKin,  and  not  by  a return,  or  hearing  from  other  persons  any  statement 
with  reference  to  their  condition? — No. 


1 *253.  Mr.  IF.  Williams.']  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  persons  who  were  pos- 
sessed of  two  heads  of  cattle  and  a couple  of  cows,  or  a cow  and  a horse,  were 
C°tt  tre<*  t0  Perscras  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  consequently  ought 
not  to  be  placed  upon  the  public  works  ; do  you  think  that  their  merely  possess- 
ing that  number  of  cattle  is  any  criterion  that  they  were  improper  persons  ? — 
0 not ; I think  in  many  instances  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  on  those 


0.105, 
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Rev.  C.  Fitzgcraid.  li  254.  You  consider  those  persons  were  in  a state  of  actual  destitution,  their 
crop  of  potatoes  having  failed  ? — I do. 

iC  June  1847.  11255.  Chairman .]  Was  the  registry  of  freeholds  prior  to  1846  at  all  avail- 

able as  a test  of  destitution  ? — No. 

11256.  Why  not? — The  sole  support  of  the  people  was  one  kind  of  food- 
when  that  food  failed  everything  they  had  was  obliged  to  be  parted  with  to 
procure  food ; for  instance,  there  is  one  of  those  persons  I complained  of  as 
being  dismissed  as  a steward,  Carmedy,  who  was  a 10/.  freeholder;  I have 
known  him  and  his  family  to  be  starving  for  the  last  four  or  five  months ; only 
that  he  was  a steward  at  9 s.  or  10  s.  a week  I do  not  know  what  would  have 
become  of  him  ; he  is  now  dismissed. 

11257.  By  starving,  do  you  mean  in  such  a state  of  poverty  that  he  could 
scarcely  sustain  himself  and  his  family  ? — I do  ; I have  reason  to  know  it. 

11258.  How  came  you  to  know  it?— There  is  not  a resident  gentleman 
within  five  or  six  miles  of  me  in  that  district,  and  my  daughter  applied  to  cer- 
tain benevolent  friends  and  persons  in  this  country  for  subscriptions  ; she  °-ot 
them  ; and  has  been  enabled  by  the  generosity  of  clerical  friends  in  England 
and  elsewhere,  since  last  September  or  October,  to  supply  meal,  sometimes  at  a 
reduced  price,  and  sometimes  for  nothing ; and  I exclaimed  one  day  to  her  and 
Mrs.  Fitzgerald,  who  went  to  visit  the  poor,  “ Is  it  possible  that  family  is  in 
want  ? ” and  she  explained  - to  me  how  it  was  : that  really  the  only  food  they 
had  was  one  meal  of  Indian  meal  a day ; that  was  all  that  his  hire  on  the 
works  was  able  to  supply  to  so  large  a family. 

11259.  While  they  were  on  the  works? — While  he  was  on  the  works,  Indian 
meal  was  up  to  2 s.  9 c?.  a stone. 

11260.  If  he  had  not  been  put  on  the  works,  was  there  any  other  means  of 
living  ? — None ; the  poorhouses  were  full. 

11261.  Mr.  Bortlmick.]  Had  he  any  stock  ? — I do  not  think  he  had  one 
cow  ; but  he  was  a 10/.  freeholder. 

11262.  Chairman.']  Have  you  known  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  the  Member  for 
Clare,  for  many  years  ? — Yes. 

11263.  Have  you  been  on  habits  of  intimacy  with  him? — Yes. 

11264.  Has  he  spoken  to  you  in  your  connexion  as  a clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England  ? — Frequently. 

11265.  From  what  you  have  seen  and  known  of  him,  do  you  think  he  is 
capable  of  attending  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of  hallooing  on  a mob  of  people 
to  commit  personal  violence  upon  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Government  ? — I 
think  he  is  incapable  of  it. 

1 J 266.  Mr.  Jp . Williams.]  And  still  more  so  of  hallooing  them  on  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assassinating  them  ?— Indeed,  incapable  of  it. 

11267.  Chairman.]  From  all  you  know  or  have  seen  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  do  you 
believe  him  a man  in  the  slightest  degree  likely  to  do  anything  to  incite  either 
an  officer  of  the  Government  or  any  person  to  a breach  of  the  peace  ? — I am. 
certain,  almost,  that  he  would  not ; I have  particular  reasons  for  knowing  Mr. 
O Brien  s views  on  that  subject ; I may  say  as  a clergyman. 

”268.  Have  you  had  means,  from  some  former  communication  made  to  you 
by  Mr.  O’Brien,  of  knowing  his  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  any  hostile  meeting  ? 
— I have  heard  it  years  ago. 

11269.  Do  you  think  he  is  a very  unlikely  man  to  do  anything  to  incite  any 
man  to  commit  a breach  of  the  peace,  as  a magistrate  or  a gentleman  ? — In  any 
capacity. 

11270.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  Are  you  aware  that  his  feelings  are  repugnant 
an  act  Diat  would  create  a hostile  feeling  so  as  to  lead  to  any  hostile 
collision  with  anybody  ? — I am. 

11271.  Chairman.]  Have  you  observed  Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct  as  a magis- 
trate, a grand  juror,  and  a country  gentleman  ? — I have  not  had  many  oppor- 
tunities ot  observing  his  conduct  as  a magistrate  ; but  as  a country  gentleman  I 
lave  had  frequent  opportunities  these  many  years,  from  being  at  his  place ; and 

will  say  I do  not  know  any  one  place  where  there  has  been  more  employment 
-given,  ot  that  is  absolutely  such  a model  estate  as  Mr.  O’Brien’s. 

_ 1 1272.  Do  you  know,  independent  of  the  employment  given  on  the  estate, 
his  conduct  to  labourers  in  assisting  them  in  their  privations  ?— Yes ; I know 
he  frequently  assists  them  in  various  ways. 

112-.3-  Is  lie  much  respected  by  the  labouring  classes  ?— He  is. 

11274-  Mr. 
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1 1 274.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  He  has  much  influence  with  them  ? — I said  so. 

it 275.  Chairman.']  I would  rather  ask  with  reference  to  his  conduct  to 
public  officers ; have  you  seen  his  conduct  towards  public  officers  ? — I always 
saw  Mr.  O’Brien  most  attentive  to  public  officers  ; in  fact  I never  knew  any 
such  person  come  to  his  neighbourhood  that  he  did  not  invite  to  his  house,  and 
afford  him  every  possible  attention. 

11276.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  were  not  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting?— 

11277-  Chairman.]  Have  you  known  Major  Macnamara  long?— Yes. 

11278.  We  are  told  everybody  likes  him  ?— You  are  told  the  truth. 

11279-  With  reference  to  your  tenants  in  comfortable  circumstances,  whom 
you  wished  to  be  taken  off  the  works,  can  you  state  how  they  originally  and  in 
the  first  instance  became  placed  on  the  list  ? — I have  already  mentioned  it. 

1 1 280.  Did  you  ever  yourself  write  an  order  to  any  of  the  stewards  or  check 
clerks  to  put  a’  second  person  on  the  works  on  the  authority  of  the  ticket, 
which  authorized  only  the  employment  of  one  ? — I did. 

11281.  Under  what  circumstances?— The  employment  tickets  came  out  with 
Captain  Wynne’s  initials  to  employ  such  a person ; the  committee  had  come 
to  a resolution  that  where  there  were  more  than  sis  in  family  that  person 
should  have  a second  on  the  works.  The  check  clerks  would  not  take  those 
persons  on  the  works  unless  their  names  appeared  on  those'  tickets,  signed  by 
me  as  chairman ; and  in  consequence  of  the  direction  of  the  committee  I 
signed  for  several  persons,  according  to  their  families. 

112S2.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  They  were  tickets  for  one? — They  had  ori- 
ginally been  tickets  for  one,  and  I said,  “ Put  a second  on.” 

11283.  What  authority  had  you  ? — The  authority  of  the  committee. 

11284.  Had  you  the  authority  of  the  Board  of ' Works  ? — No,  I had  not; 

I was  not  aware  of  it ; and  when  I found  I was  not  acting  according  to  their 
regulations,  I ceased  immediately,  and  went  upon  the  lists. 

11285.  How  long  did  you  continue  doing  that?— Two  or  three  days  at  the 
most ; when  I heard  that  I was  not  doing  according  to  their  rules  I ceased. 

11286.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  at  the  ticket  I put  into  your  hands,  and 
tell  me  if  that  is  one  of  the  tickets  I alluded  to  ? — Yes. 

11287.  Will  you  read  it? — “ Board  of  Public  Works.  Relief  Works. 
Barony  of  Islands.  Labour  Ticket.  Name,  John  Murphy,  471.  For  employ- 
ment on  works,  marked  at  . Signature  of  Officer,  E.  W.  Date, 

December  1846.” 

11288.  Who  wrote  the  name  on  the  face  of  the  ticket? — I do  not  know;  it 
came  from  Captain  Wynne. 

11289.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Is  the  face  of  the  ticket  just  as  it  came  to 
your  hands  from  Captain  Wynne  ? — I think  it  came  from  his  office  ; I do  not 
know  any  more  about  it. 

1 1 290.  Chairman.]  How  did  the  ticket  come  into  your  hands  ? — The  persons 
who  had  the  ticket,  when  they  discovered  that  those  who  had  over  six  in  family 
were  to  get  a second  on  the  works  by  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  came 
each  with  their  tickets,  and  I would  not  sign  them,  as  chairman,  except  on  the 
parchment  tickets. 

11291.  Will  you  state  what  you  did,  and  read  the  indorsement  you  made  on 
the  ticket,  on  receiving  a representation  that  a person  had  more  than  six  ? — 
I first  looked  to  the  lists  to  see  whether  what  they  asserted  tallied  with  the 
lists,  and  then,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  committee,  I signed  this 
indorsement : “ Seven  in  family,  and  should  have  two  persons  on.  Charles 
Fitzgerald." 

1 1 292.  To  whom  did  you  deliver  that  ? — To  the  person  who  brought  it  to  me. 

1 1293.  To  whom  did  he  give  it  back  ? — I think  to  the  check  clerks. 

1 1 294.  He  would  understand  the  effect  of  that  ? — That  he  would  get  a second 
person  on  the  works. 

11 295.  Was  that  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  committee  previously 
expressed  ?— Yes. 

11296.  Did  you  think,  at  the  time,  you  were  doing  that  which  was  proper 
and  correct  ? — I was  certain  of  it  at  the  time. 

, 1 Lp97 ■ Did  you  find  two  or  three  days  afterwards  that  it  was  not  allowed  by 
ne  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes ; by  a letter  from  Captain  Wynne. 

1 1 298.  Did  you  immediately  desist  from  doing  it  ?; — I think  so. 

°-i05-  4 e 3 11299.  Did 


Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald. 
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11299.  Did  you,  in  order  to  prevent  any  other  person  from  doing  so,  state 
to  the  committee  that  you  were  acting  wrong  r — No  other  person  did  it ; I i)e. 
lieve  nobody  but  the  chairman. 

1 1300.  How  many  did  you  put  on  during  those  two  or  three  days : — A °reat 
many. 

11301.  How  many? — I could  not  tell. 

11302.  In  the  course  of  business,  ought  those  tickets  to  be  taken  to  the  local 
engineer  ? — I do  not  know ; but  I believe  that  a person  would  not  be  paid  his 
wages  unless  he  produced  those  tickets  ; whether  that  is  the  case  or  not.  I 
cannot  tell. 

11303.  You  say  you  were  informed  afterwards  that  you  acted  in  error  ?— 
Yes. 

1 1304.  Supposing  you  to  have  acted  in  error  during  those  two  days,  would 
it  not  be  the  duty  of  the  local  engineer  to  refuse,  under  their  instructions,  the 
admission  of  those  persons  ? — I believe  they  did  so. 

11305.  On  what  authority  did  you,  or  the  committee,  believe  you  acted,  of 
putting  that  remark  on  the  back  of  the  tickets  ? — The  committee  agreed  that 
where  the  family  consisted  of  more  than  six,  there  should  be  a second  person 
put  on  ; I should  explain  that  at  this  time  we  were  without  a secretary,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  act  as  secretary. 

1 1 306.  Under  what  authority  did  the  committee  suppose  they  were  acting  ? 
— Their  authority,  as  committee,  generally ; they  had  been  doing  it  under  the 
former  Act. 

1 1307.  Do  you  mean  to  represent  that  the  committee  understood,  and  you 
understood,  I suppose,  with  them,  that  they  had  a right  when  the  family 
exceeded  six  to  put  on  a second  person  ? — They  did,  in  consequence  of  a cir- 
cular of  Captain  Wynne  (and  that  was  a printed  circular),  that  in  no  case 
where  the  family  did  not  exceed  six,  should  a second  person  be  put  on. 

11308.  Is  this  the  instruction  to  which  you  allude  in  page  61  of  180,  signed 
“ Edmund  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer,”  and  marked  G.  ? — Yes. 

i 1 309.  I find  this  expression  used  in  that  letter,  “ With  this  view,  I would 
recommend  that  in  no  case  a greater  number  be  recommended  from  any  one 
family  than  two,  and  not  more  than  one,  unless  the  family  exceed  six,  and 
are  wholly  dependent  upon  labour  for  their  subsistence.”  Did  you  and  the 
committee  understand  those  words  to  give  you  a power,  when  the  family 
exceeded  six,  of  putting  on  a second  person  ? — Clearly  so. 

1 1310:  Did  you  understand  that  this  instruction  was,  that  you  should  put 
them  on  the  works  with  this  indorsement,  or  only  recommend  them  to  the 
officers  ? — We  understood  that  where  there  were  more  than  six  in  family,  there 
might  be  a second  put  on  the  works,  the  wants  of  the  parents  of  the  family 
having  been  previously  canvassed. 

11311.  Without  any  application  to  the  inspecting  officer  ?— Yes,  after  he 
had  issued  tickets  to  them,  admitting  their  destitution. 

11312.  If  you  had  understood  that  this  did  not  give  you  any  authority  to 
act  yourself,  further  than  to  recommend  to  the  inspecting  officer,  would  that 
have  been  attended  with  inconvenience  ? — It  would  ; I should  not  have  acted 
on  it  if  I thought  it  was  improper,  and  it  would  be  attended  with  much  incon- 
venience. 

11313.  If  you  had  understood  it  as  the  officer  meant  it  to  be  understood, 
would  you  have  complied  with  his  instructions  ? — I would  have  complied  with 
his  instructions. 

1 1314-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Literally  ?— Literally.  I may  have  complied 
with  his  instructions ; but  if  they  were  in  opposition  to  what  I considered  was 
fair  towards  the  people  who  were  at  work,  I would  have  remonstrated  with 
him. 

1 1315-  Chairman.]  Did  the  officers,  in  cases  of  extreme  pressure,  put  persons 
on  the  list  without  any  reference  at  all  to  the  committees  ? — I think  they  di  > 

11316.  You  would  not  blame  them  for  that  in  cases  of  extreme  pressure  r— 
In  cases  of  extreme  pressure  I would  not ; I got  an  order,  signed  by  order  ot 
Mr.  Lidwell,  to  put  on  certain  persons  who  were  in  the  second  class,  and  whom 
we  did  not  wish  to  put  on. 

11317.  What  is  the  paper  you  wish  to  produce  ?— A paper  sent  to  me  ay 
Mr.  Lidwell,  at  least  signed  by  the  clerk  acting  for  him,  for  a number  of  persons 
to  be  put  on  the  works ; some  of  those  were  persons  that  the  committee 

L thought 
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thought  might  have  waited  awhile,  and  Lidwell  sent  them  up  to  me  to  hare 
them  included  in  the  list,  and  I obeyed. 

11318.  Did  you  put  them  on  ? — I did. 

H319-  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  a recommendation,  or  an  order r 

An  order. 

11320.  Did  you  act  upon  it  as  an  order  ? — Yes. 

11321.  Did  you  understand  any  of  those  persons  in  the  list  to  be  in  class 

Na  i?  j-?8;  ?er2  weil  T ” two"  1 thialt>  who  were  in  the  second  class  that 
we  did  not  at  the  time  think  it  necessary  to  put  on  until  the  first  class  should 
get  employment.  This  was  the  list  I received : 


Caherea. 


14 


0 7 


12  0 3 


7 0 0 5 
0 0 0 7 


- 20  0 0 7 


John  Clohosey,  sen.  - 
James  Meany  - 
Patt  Malone  - 
Patt  Hill  - 
Thos.  Clohosey 
Patt  Holoran,  Lismole 
Matt  Gavin  (is  on  P.H.) 

Patt  Gavin,  sen. 

Michl.  Guilty  - 
Jerry  Kelly  - 
Patt  Kelly,  Wd  Son  - 
Michl.  Freeman  (is  on  P.H.) 

Michl.  Kelly,  Lissy casey  - 
Danl.  Collins,  Feneagh 
James  Haugh,  Feneagh 

Conor  Haugh,  ditto  - 

W.  Landers,  Glann  - 

Teddy  Landers,  Feneagh  - 

By  orders  of  V.  Lidwell,  Esq. 

. _ John  Kean. 

11322.  As  chairman  of  the  relief  committee,  had  you  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  check  clerks  or  persons  employed  on  the  works  ? — No,  I do  not  think 
I had,  unless  I saw  them  doing  what  was  wrong,  when  I would  report  it. 

11323.  Did  you  ever  interfere  with  them?— I frequently  did. 

11324.  Under  what  circumstances  ?— When  I thought  they  were  doing 
wrong  I wrote  to  Mr.  Gamble,  or  whoever  was  near  them. 

11325.  I hold  in  my  hand  a paper,  purporting  to  be  signed  by  you,  addressed 
to  James  Hennessy  in  these  words : ‘c  You  may  put  on  the  bearer ; when  I see  the 
hst  I will  mark  his  name.  Please  tell  every  check  clerk  that  they  are  to  have 
their  books  at  Clondegad  glebe  early  on  Saturday  next.  Chas.  Fitzgerald. 
19  Nov.  1846.”  Is  that  your  signature  ? — It  is. 

11326.  Why  did  you  send  that  to  Hennessy  ? — Hennessy  was  an  old  officer 
01  the  Board  of  Works,  and  a man  I had  a respect  for ; I believe  he  was  one  of 
the  persons  appointed  in  that  district.  We  heard  that  these  check  clerks  were 
putting  on  people  in  every  direction  without  the  authority  of  the  committee, 
and  I wrote  this  in  committee  time,  and  left  it  at  Hennessy’s  house,  desiring 
. l“  nave  their  check  clerks  and  their  books  present  at  our  next  meeting, 
0 nnd  out  how  those  persons  were  set  on  ; no  check  clerk  attended  hut  one. 

11 327.  Did  you  conceive  you  had  aright  to  interfere  in  that  way  ? — I was 
certain  I had  to  check  the  abuse. 

11328.  You  had  been  informed  that  abuses  were  existing  in  the  employment 
ot the  people  ?-Decidedly. 

1 1 329.  And  that  those  were  perpetrated  by  the  check  clerks  and  officers  ? — 

e check  clerks  principally,  and  I requested  they  should  attend  with  their 
books  at  our  next  meeting. 

r y°u  think  there  was  anything  wrong  in  that  course  of  proceeding  ? 

-I  think  I was  quite  right.  5 

T t*iat  the  only  way  in  which  you  remember  to  have  interfered? — 

1 interfered  in  many  ways. 

11 332*  Did  you  ever  interfere  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  except  where 
w-.c  ’ ' -Never.  Always  when  a pay-clerk  came  to  my 

4 e 4 district 


) ou  wished  to  check  an  abuse  ? 
0.105. 


Rev.  C.  FiizgeraXL 
i6  June  1847. 
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Rev.  c.  Fitzgerald,  district  I lodged  him  in  my  house  till  lately ; one  came  and  talked  of  leaving 

the  house  in  the  evening.  I said,  “ You  have  a bad  district  to  go  through; 

16  June  1847.  I will  not  let  you  go  with  such  large  sums  of  silver.  If  you  go,”  (turning 

to  Mrs.  Fitzgerald),  I said,  “if  he  is  lost  his  money  shall  not  be  lost;  lock  up 

his  desk.” 

11333.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  did  you  expect  if  he  had  goner— A 
person  at  night  carrying  a large  sum  of  silver,  held  out  a strong  temptation 
to  a starving  population.  I did  not  consider  it  would  have  been  safe. 

11334.  Did  you  consider  he  would  have  been  in  danger  of  his  life  ? — No.  It 
was  a great  temptation  that  a young  lad,  with  a writing  desk  full  of  silver, 
should  be  going  through  the  mountains  ; they  might  rob  him.  I always  made1 
him  stay  at  my  house,  until  lately. 

11335.  Mr.  Thorneh/.]  You  mentioned  having  had  a subscription.  Had  you 
a subscription  from  the  landowners  for  the  same  object? — Not  this  year ; my 
daughter  did  it,  through  the  instrumentality  of  some  friends  at  Sheffield. 

11336.  Mr.  ReptonA  It  all  came  from  England? — Chiefly. 

1 1337.  Chairman .]  Is  it  a poor  mountain  district  ? — Very. 

1 1338.  And  very  thickly  populated  by  the  poorer  classes  ? — Very. 

1 1339.  Were  there  many  people  in  circumstances  which  would  enable  them 
to  make  a subscription  on  the  spot,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  ? — None, 
excepting  the  priest  of  the  parish  and  myself,  and  one  or  two  more ; I do  not 
suppose  we  could  get  5/.  by  subscription  in  the  whole  parish. 

11340.  Did  the  priests  subscribe? — We  did  last  year,  both  of  us;  that  was 
to  the  committee  fund  ; what  I allude  to  is  quite  a private  business. 

11341 . Did  you  ever  direct  any  of  the  check  clerks  to  rate  and  pay  boys  as 
if  they  were  men? — I did,  and  I will  give  you  an  instance. 

11341*.  Under  what  circumstances  ? — Michael  Landers,  who  is  on  the  list;  he 
is  returned  as  six  in  family ; no  land  ; no  stock  ; he  was  very  poor,  and  he  had  a 
son  working  for  him  ; his  wife  was  very  sickly ; and  I recollect  speaking  to  Keane, 
saying  that  his  son  worked  right  well ; “ I think  him  better  than  a great  many 
men  at  work ; and  there  is  a large  miserable  family,  and  I think  you  ought  to 
rate  him  as  a man.” 

11342.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  that  right  ? — I think  so,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances ; it  was  under  the  late  Act. 

11343.  You  would  not  say  it  was  a right  thing  to  do?— Not  under  the 
present  system ; but  under  the  old  relief  system,  where  the  power  was  left  to 
the  chairman  to  make  recommendations  of  that  kind,  I think  it  was  right. 

1 1 344.  Mr.  JBellew,]  You  think  it  was  justifiable  under  the  circumstances  ? 
— Yes. 

11 345-  Chairman .]  When  was  that  ? — I think  about  a year  ago. 

11346.  Flow  old  was  he? — I said,  “This  chap  is  as  good  as  many  men  you 
have ; we  all  know  the  poverty  of  the  family ; his  mother  is  sickly,  and  if  there 
is  not  a second  one  put  on  she  will  be  obliged  to  go  beg ; ” this  is  in  Mr. 
Fitzgerald’s  list. 

11347.  Was  he  so  able  to  do  work  as  to  entitle  him  towages? — He  was 
better  able  than  a great  many  who  were  getting  men’s  wages. 

11348.  On  recalling  your  recollection,  do  you  think  you  acted  under  any 
degree  of  impropriety  ? — I do  not. 

1 1349.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Can  you  be  justified  in  calling  a boy  a man.' 
— I say  I was  ; and  if  you  ask  Mr.  Gamble  you  will  find  that  children  were  rated 
for  men. 

1 1 35°-  Chairman.]  Was  it  a common  thing  by  the  same  check  clerk.'  I 
heard  it ; Mr.  Gamble  can  answer  better  than  I can. 

_ 1 1 35 1 • From  the  condition  of  the  lad,  and  his  ability  to  work,  would  you 
give  him  as  much  as  men  who  were  rated  on  the  works  ? — Indeed  I would;  he 
was  a very  smart  boy. 

11352.  Mr.  Rep  ton.]  About  what  ase  was  he? — I should  say  about  14,  ox- 
15,  or  16. 

1 1 353-  Chairman .]  Was  there  any  other  circumstance  in  this  year  ? This 
was  a ticket  I sent  to  the  check  clerk:  “29  January  1847.  Martin  Cogblan 
(Kate  Frawley’s  son)  is  the  sole  support  of  his  mother,  who  is  sick,  and  was  re- 
commended for  man’s  hire.  Chas.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman.  To  the  check  clerk. 

1 1354-  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  send  that? — By  order  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  chairman,  and  it  is  directed  to  the  check  clerk, 

U355-  Dld 
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1 1355-  Did  y°u  tnow  anything  of  the  circumstances  of  this  person  ? — I did. 

11356.  What  age  was  he ?—  About  10  or  11  years  old;  his  mother  was 
lying  sick,  and  lie  was  their  only  support,  and  they  were  in  bitter  destitution. 

11357.  Is  that  recommendation  such  an  interference  as  would  oblige  the  lad 
to  be  put  on,  or  did  it  merely  give  a discretion  to  the  check  clerk  ?— He  used  a 
discretion  I know,  for  he  did  not  put  him  on. 

ii35^-  Do  you  think  it  incorrect  to  give  the  recommendation  under  the 
-circumstances  ? — Certainly  not. 

n 359-  Would  the  boy  have  been  worth  as  much?— No;  but  he  was  the 
support  of  his  mother;  we  were  under  the  impression  that  it  was  to  relieve  the 
destitute  the  works  were  given,  and  not  to  be  so  particular  as  it  afterwards 
turned  out,  and  when  I knew  a case  of  destitution  I always  interfered  and  I 
never  will  say,  I do  not  think  I did  right  in  so  doing,  and  if  I did  wrong'  I must 
have  been  deceived. 

1 1360.  Did  you  at  the  time  know  that  Captain  Wynne  had  dismissed  several 
of  the  check  clerks  for  rating  and  paying  boys  as  men  ?— No,  I did  not ; I had 
a great  deal  of  business  of  my  own  in  the  parish  to  attend  to ; I could  not  be  so 
correct  as  this  gentleman  required.  I will  say  that  every  other  person  in  the 
employment  of  the  Board  of  Works  felt  for  the  position  I was  in,  and  often 
gave  me  a latitude,  perhaps  that,  strictly  speaking,  I was  not  entitled  to.  I had 
my  parish  to  attend  to,  and  my  family,  and  my  own  affairs,  and  I could  not 
be  expected  to  be  so  accurate  as  a well-paid  official. 

11361.  Do  you  mean  by  that  expression  that  Captain  Wynne  did  not  treat  you 
with  the  same  consideration  as  the  other  officers  ? — He  did  not,  by  any  means. 

11362.  Have  you  had  any  dispute  or  quarrel  with  him? — I never  met  him 
but  twice. 

11363.  Mr.  Repton.]  Have  you  specific  ground  of  complaint? — I think  his 
letters  were  not  those  that  I expected  to  receive ; and  I thought  then,  and  I do 
so  now,  that  his  conduct  was  rather  disrespectful. 

1 1364.  Chairman .]  Is  there  any  letter  from  Captain  Wynne  to  you,  contain- 
ing the  word  “ false”  ? — I think  he  repeatedly  used  the  word  “ false,”  and  when 
I explained  to  him,  both  by  letter  and  words,  his  still  adhering  to  the  word 
“ false”  and  not  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining,  and  relying  on  the 
information  of  other  persons,  was  rather  harsh. 

1 1365.  With  respect  to  the  expression  of  Captain  Wynne,  complaining  of 
the  lists  being  false,  did  he  not  state  he  had  sent  them  to  the  Board  of  Works 
and  had  not  got  them  back,  and  therefore  he  could  not  show  them  to  you  ? — 
He  stated  that  in  one  of  the  letters. 

11366.  Mr . Solicitor-General.]  Did  he  apply  the  word  “ false”  to  the  lists  ? 
— Yes. 

11367.  He  did  not  mean  that  you  were  falser — He  says  a Protestant  cler- 
gyman signs  this,  imputing  to  me  signing  falsehoods. 

11368.  Chairman .]  Do  you  refer  to  the  construction  and  meaning  of  the 
letters  put  in  and  read  ? — I do. 

11369.  Do  you  know  now  that  Captain  Wynne  has  dismissed  check  clerks 
for  rating  boys  as  men  and  paying  them  as  men,  though  they  were  only  boys  ? 
— I do  not. 

1 1370.  With  respect  to  an  answer  you  gave  respecting  your  having  applied 
to  Captain  Wynne  to  take  off  certain  persons,  one  of  them  being  of  the  name 
of  King,  you  stated  that  they  got  on  the  works  again  ? — Yes. 

11371-  Do  you  know  at  all  how  that  man  of  the  name  of  King  got  on 
again  ? — No,  I do  not. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon , called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

ii372-  Chairman.']  CAN  you  explain  how  that  person  of  the  name  of  King 
got  on  the  works  again  ? — I can ; when  I relieved  Captain  Wynne  in  Clare  I had 
nothing  but  the  lists  to  act  upon  that  were  left  in  the  office  by  Captain  Wynne. 
I was  not  aware  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  written  to  Captain  Wynne 
npon  the  subject  of  King ; and  on  sending  out  revised  lists  for  the  parish  of 
Clondegad  I returned  John  King  for  employment,  since  he  was  returned  by  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as  having  no  land ; as  he  was  mentioned  in  the  second  class 
of  those  who  were  sent  in  on  the  first  fist,  I presumed  he  was  poor. 

13  373-  You  state  he  was  returned  in  the  lists  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald  as  having  no 
0.105.  4F  land; 
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land ; will  you  see  how  that  is  ? — The  remarks  on  the  sheet  are  these  • “ ti 
persons  returned  on  this  and  the  remaining  sheets  hold  their  land  in  y>a  t * 
ship,  and  cannot  tell  the  number  of  acres  held  by  them.”  * rtller' 

11374.  Does  it  appear  upon  that  column  whether  he  had  any  laud  or  no*:- 
It  appeai-s  that  he  had  a portion  of  land,  but  I cannot  say  what  quantity 
1 1 375-  Upon  the  belief  that  he  had  no  land  you  put  him  on  again  ?-_!v  - 
11376.  Does  not  that  show,  that  if  in  point  of  fact  Mr.  Fitzgerald  stat CS 1 
had  land  and  was  in  comfortable  circumstances,  that  the  mere  fact  of  anes 
haring  land  or  no  land  appearing  upon  this  piece  of  paper,  was  no  tesT'f 
destitution  ? — Certainly ; the  fact  of  his  having  no  land  would  °-enerallv  h ° 
test  of  his  being  in  destitution.  & ' e a 

11377.  Yet  from  the  information  you  got  from  a piece  of  paper,  you  nut 
man  on  the  works  whom  Mr.  Fitzgerald  knew  to  have  been  in  such  comfortal/ 
circumstances  that  he  ought  not  to  be  on  the  works  ? — Mr.  Fitzgerald  should 
not  have  returned  him.  I received  information  of  his  being  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  there  are  many  more  names  than  these;  amongst  them  Joh* 
King,  and  it  appears  he  was  improperly  returned.  I wrote  to  the  en°-iueer  to 
take  him  off  the  works,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald  wrote  to  me  at  the  same  time  to 
say  he  ought  not  to  have  been  on,  and  he.  did  not  know  how  lie  got  on.  The 
man  should  not  have  been  returned  at  all;  the  record  remained  in  the  office 
without  having  been  altered,  and  in  issuing  the  revised  lists  the  man’s  name 
was  returned,  but  he  was  taken  off  directly  I ascertained  he  was  an  improper 
person.  1 1 


11378.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  came  it  that  a person  that  was  repeat- 
edly noticed  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  as  being  unfit  to  be  011  the 
lists,  was  again  and  again  returned  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  as  a 
person  who  ought  to  be  employed  ?— I had  not  heard  anything  about  the  mail 
King,  until  I had  issued  new  lists  from  the  documents  in  my  office,  and  having 
ascertained  that  he  was  in  comfortable  circumstances,  I wrote  to  the  Rev  Mr 
Fitzgerald,  on  the  24th  February,  and  then  received,  for  the  first  time,  in  his 
reply  of  the  1st  March,  the  information  concerning  him  and  others. 

1 1379-  Chairman .]  Do  you  not  know  that  other  persons  besides  this  parti- 
cular individual,  whom  Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  committee  recommended  to  be 
struck  off,  were  again  put  on  ?—  I am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  wrote  about 
any  person  until  the  date  that  I mention,  about  the  man  King ; but  if  there 
were  any  more,  they  may  have  got  on  exactly  in  the  same  way  as  King,  by 
being  returned  with  no  specific  land  opposite  their  names. 

1 13 So.  They  may  have  been  put  on  by  other  officers  ?— No,  I think  not; 
dismissed117  6XCept  mySelfs  who  put  on  a sinSle  man  was  liable  to  be 

113S1.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  no  under  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works 
ever  put  on  persons  without  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  ?— They 
may  have  done  so.  I do  not  know  any  instance  ; if  tliev  had,  they  would  have 
been  dismissed. 

by  Myself  You  saY  as  to  this  instance  ? — I presume  King  was  put  on 

11 383*  You  received  a letter  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald;  will  you  put  in  first 
your  letter  and  then  his  in  reply?—1 24  February.  Sir;  I have  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  enclosed  names  of  persons  at  work  in  your  district.  If 
correctly  stated,  I will  be  obliged  by  you  informing  me,  that  I may  turn  them 
i R47  ^lkS'  a-  An?  thls  18  the  answer : “ Glondegad  Glebe,  Ennis,  March  1st, 
A?,':  ®ir  5 I*  consequence  of  yours  of  the  24th  February  being 

onected  to  Ballynacally,  it  only  reached  me  yesterday.  I have  not  the  com- 
6 °r®  y n^e>  but  will  send  for  it,  and  give  vou  every  information  in  my 
* Wednesday  next.  I would  do  it  sooner,  but  that  I am  going  to 
Ac-  r?’  an^m11  not  aMe  to  answer  your  letter  accurately  sooner. 

? Connor  Curran,  jun.,  Pat  Curran,  John  King,  and  John  Meany, 

7Sfia8  of  my  own,  I can  only  say  that  they  were  second-class  men, 

lhat  1 t®  t°  CaPtam  Wynne  the  moment  that  I heard  tickets  come  out 
101  them,  winch  is  nearly  two  months  ago,  to  say  that  they  were  not  fit 
lf\t0  be  °n,lhe  w?rks\  1 also  sP°fie  to  him  on  the  subject  in  committee; 
nlp'i<!nr/0f  rec°Pect>  * spoke  to  you  on  this  very  matter  the  day  I had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  you.  I wrote  to  Mr.  Lidwell,  and  spoke  to  him  not  to 
employ  those  men.  I am  almost  sure  that  the  return  of  stock  in  your  letter  is 

not 
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not  correct  in  some  instances  ; but  I will  not  be  positive  until  I make  inquiry 
on  my  return  home.  John  Lakiff  is  not  selling  meal,  on  the  contrary,  he  is 
buying  it  every  week ; his  brother  Michael  Laliiff,  who  lives  next  door  to  him,  is, 
and  he  is  not  on  the  works.  Excuse  haste.  1 have  the  honour  to  be,  deal* 
Sir,  yours  faithfully,  Charles  Fitzgerald . Captain  Gordon/’  If  my  memory 
serves  me,  I do  not  think  John  Kenny  was  recommended  for  labour,  as  he  was 
a steward.  Dennis  Daley  was  not  recommended  for  work ; but  I believe  his 
horse  was  employed  for  a few  days  by  the  stewards. 

11384.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  it  within  the  duty  and  authority  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  the  engineer,  to  put  off  the  two  persons  who  were  stewards,  and 
put  on  other  persons  in  their  place  ?— It  was  within  his  power  to  do  so. 

11385.  Without  reference  to  the  inspecting  officer  at  all? — The  inspecting 
officer  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

11386.  In  exercising  that  discretion  must  he  not  have  had  grounds  for  put- 
ting them  off  ? — Certainly. 

1 13S7.  Not  merely  partiality  or  prejudice  ?— He  must  have  had  some  ground 
to  have  done  so. 


Samvel  Gamble,  Esq.  called  in ; and  further  Examined 

11388.  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  heard  the  evidence  which  has  just  been 
given? — I have. 

^ 11389.  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  respecting  a person  of  the  name  of 
Keene,  a check  clerk  — I did.  I received  a complaint,  I think,  from  Mr.  John 
Fitzgerald,  the  engineer,  to  the  effect  that  a son  of  a man  of  the  name  of  Kenny 
had  been  returned,  for  5 s.  for  a week’s  hire  on  the  works.  I instituted  an  inquiry, 
and  011  inquiry  it  appeared  that  this  child  was  returned  for  5 5.  The  check  clerk 
stated  he  returned  him  because  there  was  money  due  for  watching  to  his  father. 
I at  once  directed  the  check  clerk  to  be  dismissed,  and  I expressed  my  displea- 
sure to  Mr.  Lidwell,  but  it  did  not  at  all  come  home  to  him  in  a way  that  I 
could  go  further. 

1 1 390.  Do  you  know  that  Michael  Kenny,  in  Lissycassey,  was  put  on  the  list  ? 
— I do  not  know  the  name. 

11391.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not? — I think  the  name  Kenny 
was  on  the  list. 

1 1392.  You  do  not  know  that  a person  who  was  put  on  the  list,  representing 
the  tenants  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  put  on  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  the  engineer,  never 
was  on  the  lists  at  all  ? — No. 

1 1393-  Do  you  know  that  John  Kenny  has  a son? — No. 

1 V394-  Do  you  not  know  he  was  a steward  ? — There  was  a man  of  the  name 
of  Kenny,  a steward. 

_ 11 395-  Do  you  know  that  he  kept  a country  inn  and  was  in  comfortable 
circumstances  ? — I do. 

11396-  Did  the  engineer  of  the  Board  of  Works  frequent  his  house  as  an 
ion  •' — Mr.  Lidwell  did. 

1 1397-  Did  any  of  the  other  subordinate  officers?— I do  not  know  that  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  did,  though  he  may  have  stopped  there. 

1139$-  Was  not  his  son-in-law,  John  Keene,  appointed  a check  clerk? — He 
was. 

11 399*  Was  that  done  by  the  inferior  officers  Lidwell  or  Fitzgerald? — I do 
not  know  by  which  of  them. 

11400.  Do  you  know  that  John  Kenny  has  a son  ? — No. 

n4°i-  Have  you  heard  it? — I have. 

H402.  From  whom  ? — From  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald,  the  engineer. 

11403.  Have  you  heard  also  that  that  son  was  a child  in  the  cradle? — I 
have. 

11404.  Have  you  heard  that  he  was  put  on  the  works,  and  was  rated  and 
was  PaM  r- — He  was  put  on  the  pay  list. 

u 405.  Who  informed  you  of  that? — Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

11406.  Do  you  know  who  checked  that  pay  list? — It  was  Indwell's  duty  and 

Fitzgerald’s  duty  to  do  so. 

. 1 Ho?-  Was  this  child  in  the  cradle  appointed  as  a storekeeper  ? — On  making 
inquiry,  I found  he  was  returned  on  the  pay  list  for  5 s.,  one  week’s  wages,  for 

0,1  °5*  4F2  taking 
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taking  care  of  tlie  implements,  said  to  be  due  to  bis  father ; a very  irregular 
proceeding. 

1140S.  Were  the  wages  paid  to  his  father? — I suppose  so. 

1 1 409.  Who  paid  him  ? — The  pay  clerk. 

11410.  What  was  his  name  ? — Power. 

11411.  Could  he  have  paid  them  without  knowing  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  wages  were  to  be  paid  ? — If  the  man  was  personated  by  another,  but 
not  otherwise. 

11412.  Could  this  child  in  the  cradle  have  been  put  on  as  a storekeeper,  bein» 
the  son  of  a person  in  whose  house  one  of  your  servants  lodged,  and  could  this 
pay  have  taken  place  without  both  the  person  who  paid  it,  and  also  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald, knowing  it  ? — It  might. 

1 1413.  Do  you  know  from  inquiries  you  subsequently  instituted  how  lon°- 
this  child  was  paid?- — I do  not  know  how  long. 

11414.  Had  you  no  means  of  ascertaining  ? — It  was  not  mentioned  to  me- 
I had  no  reason  to  believe  it  was  for  a length  of  time. 

11415.  Mr.  Solicitor- G enei'al.]  What  do  you  call  a length  of  timer — I un- 
derstood it  was  only  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

11416.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  what  was  the  whole  amount  that  was  paid 
to  him  r — Five  shillings  a week. 

11417.  Did  you  not  make  an  inquiry  more  minute  than  that  to  ascertain 
how  long  he  was  paid  5 s.  a week  ? — I did  inquire,  and  I understood  it  was  for 
a short  time,  and  I at  once  dismissed  the  man  who  had  returned  him. 

11418.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Who  was  that? — Keene,  the  check  clerk. 

11419.  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  consider  it  was  of  importance,  when  such 
a gross  abuse  was  brought  to  your  knowledge,  to  ascertain  all  the  particulars, 
how  long  the  child  was  on  the  lists,  and  how  long  he  was  paid,  and  who  knew 
the  circumstance  ? — I instituted  the  inquiry  as  well  as  I could ; I did  not  ascer- 
tain more  than  what  I tell  you,  that  he  was  put  on  by  the  check  clerk ; and  I 
found  fault  with  Lidwell,  and  told  him  it  was  very  wrong  that  such  a thing 
should  occur,  and  he  said  it  was  not  done  with  his  knowledge.  If  I could  have 
brought  it  home  to  him  I would  have  reported  it. 

11420.  Was  the  child’s  father  continued  on  the  works  as  a steward? — He 
was  a steward  for  some  time. 

1 1421.  After  that  ?«—  I did  not  know  of  his  being  a steward  at  that  time  ; he 
may  have  been ; as  soon  as  I found  out  that  he  was  a steward  I dismissed 
him. 

11422.  Mr.  Solicitor-General^]  When  did  you  find  out  he  was  a steward  ? — 
It  was  in  January  or  February  of  this  year,  I should  suppose ; I could  not 
say. 

11423.  Chairman.]  When  you  made  an  inquiry,  and  ascertained  that  5 s.  a 
week  was  paid  to  the  boy’s  father  for  two  or  three  weeks,  do  you  mean  you 
had  no  reason  to  know  that  John  Kenny  was  at  that  time  employed  as  a steward 
on  the  works  r— I had  not. 

1 1424.  Did  you  make  the  inquiry  as  to  his  circumstances  ? — I do  not 
recollect. 

H425.  Did  you  not  go  down  for  the  very  purpose  of  making  inquiry  into  so 
gross  an  abuse  r — I am  not  sure  whether  the  inquiry  was  not  made  in  my  office 
in  Ennis. 

11426.^  Did  this  make  no  impression  upon  you  at  all,  a child  being  put  on 
the  pay  lists  as  a storekeeper  for  5s.  a week  ? — I thought  it  a gross  job. 

11427.  Did  you  dismiss  Keener— I did. 

11428.  Can  you  not  state  where  the  inquiry  took  place  ?— -I  think  it  took 
place  in  my  office. 

11 429.  -Did  you  examine  Lidwell? — I did  afterwards.  I do  not  think  I 
examined  him  then. 

11430.  Had  Lidwell  anything  to  do  with  placing  this  boy  on  the  pay  list  r 
—I  could  not  ascertain  that  he  had ; it  was  his  business  to  check  the  pay 
lists. 

1 143 i.  If  Lidwell  was  lodging  in  the  house  where  the  boy  was  in  the  cradle, 
have  you  any  doubt  that  he  must  have  known  the  fact  ? — I did  doubt  it,  or  I 
would  have  dismissed  him.  I thought  he  was  greatly  to  blame  for  care- 
lessness. 

11432.  Mr. 
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11432.  Mr.  Solicitor-General^  Could  you  bring  it  home  to  anybody? — I 
did  to  Keene,  the  check  clerk. 

U433-  Did  you  bring  it  home  to  any  other  person  ? — When  I made  this  in- 
quiry of  Lidwell,  he  said  it  was  done  without  Ms  knowledge,  and  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

11434.  Were  you  satisfied  with  his  explanation?—!  was  not  fully  satisfied, 
but  I could  not  bring  it  home  to  him. 

H435-  Chairman.]  Did  you  know  that  he  lodged  in  the  house?— Yes. 

11436.  Do  you  know  that  the  boy’s  father  kept  the  house  ?— Yes. 

11437.  Did  you  not  inquire  whether  the  boy’s  father  was  not  employed  by 
them ? — I do  not  think  I did. 

11438.  Did  any  of  them  tell  you  of  the  circumstance  of  his  being  employed 
as  a steward  r — I think  not ; to  the  best  of  my  recollection  I had  dismissed  him 
before  that. 

1 1 439.  How  came  you  to  find  it  out  afterwards  ? — On  my  way  to  Kilrush 
the  post-boy  stopped  to  feed  the  horses,  and  went  into  the  house  ; I said  to 
the  man,  “ What  are  you  ? ” He  said,  “I  am  a steward  on  the  public  works, 
and  I am  just  going  out  to  my  work.”  I said,  te  You  will  be  dismissed,  because 
you  ought  to  have  been  at  your  work  long  since.”  I dismissed  another  man 
the  very  same  morning  for  the  same  thing.  I had  no  idea  he  was  on  the  works 
till  then. 

1 1440.  He  told  you  himself  ?— I saw  a little  confusion  when  I went  into  the 
house. 

1 1441 . What  witnesses  did  you  examine  when  you  made  this  inquiry  ? — 
Keene,  the  check  clerk,  and  I am  not  sure  whether  Lidwell  was  there  or  not. 

1 1442.  If  Lidwell  was  to  cheek  the  pay  lists,  was  he  not  the  person  of  whom 
you  ought  to  inquire  ? — I did  inquire  about  Lidwell  at  that  time. 

11443.  Both  then  and  afterwards? — Yes. 

1 1444.  If  it  was  Indwell’s  duty  to  check  the  pay  lists,  and  if  he  lodged  in  the 
house  where  the  child  was  in  the  cradle,  do  you  mean  to  say  you  had  no  ground 
for  dismissing  him? — I could  not  bring  it  home  to  him  ; he  said  he  had  not 
checked  the  pay  lists,  and  that  was  very  careless. 

11445.  Did  you  inquire  of  Keene  whether  Lidwell  had  checked  the  pay  lists? 
— I do  not  think  I did. 

11446.  You  did  nothing  further  than  dismiss  Keene ? — Exactly. 

11447.  Mr.  Solicit  or -General.]  How  soon  after  you  found  out  the  job  did 
you  dismiss  Keene  ? — Immediately. 

1144S.  Did  you  bring  it  home  to  any  other  person  except  Keene  ?— I did 
not ; if  I had  done  so  I would  have  reported  him  for  dismissal. 

11449.  Whoever  he  was? — Unquestionably. 


Jovis,  17°  die  Junii,  184/. 


Mi-3!:  LIEU-  i'M,MET. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellevr. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thovnely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  VV.  Williams. 

Mr.  Wortley. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  Fitzgerald , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

11 450.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  an  Officer  of  the  Government,  and  have  you 
been  examined  before  ? — Yes. 

1 *45 1 ■ Do  you  remember  a man  of  the  name  of  Kenny  of  Clondegad  ? — Yes. 
11 452.  Did  that  man  keep  a public-house,  and  was  he  in  comtortable  cir- 
cumstances ? — Yes ; he  was  a comfortable  man. 

°-105-  4 f 3 11453.  Did 


S.  Gamble,  Esq. 
16  June  1847. 


Mr.  J.  Tilsgerald. 
17  June  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald.  H453*  Did  any  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  att  1 

■ his  house  for  entertainment  or  refreshment  ? — I am  not  aware  that  thev  did  f 

17  June  1847.  entertainment  or  refreshment.  ^ jlor 

1 1454.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? — I have  no  reason  to  say  thev  did 

1 1455*  Did  anybody  lodge  there  ?— Yes ; Lidwell,  the  engineer  for  Clondeo-nd 
lodged  there.  0 5 

1 1456.  Had  Kenny  a son? — Yes ; an  infant,  1 believe. 

11457.  In  the  cradle? — Yes. 

11458.  Had  he  a son-in-law? — He  had. 

1 1459.  What  was  his  name  ? — Keene. 

11460.  Did  he  live  in  the  house  ? — He  did. 

11461.  Had  Kenny  any  appointment  under  the  Board?— Yes ; Kennvwas 
steward.  y s 

11462.  Who  placed  him  on  as  steward  ? — I appointed  him. 

1 1463*  When  ? — I should  say  it  was  about  January  last. 

11464.  At  whose  recommendation  ?— At  the  recommendation  of  a Mr 
Kenny. 

1 1465.  What  is  he? — A gentleman  who  lives  near  Ennis. 

1 1466.  Did  Mr.  Kenny  belong  to  that  district  ?— He  did  not,  he  lived  im- 
mediately near  Ennis. 

11467.  Was  it  not  at  the  desire  of  some  of  the  subordinate  officers  that 
Kenny  was  appointed  steward  ?— It  was  not  at  the  desire  of  the  subordinate 
officers,  it  was  at  my  instance  he  was  appointed ; he  applied  to  me. 

1 1468.  Who  appointed  Keene? — I did. 

1 1469.  At  whose  instance  did  you  appoint  him  ?— On  his  own  application ; I 
knew  him  for  some  years  before  I appointed  him;  he  applied  for  a situation 
as  check  clerk,  and  I gave  it  him. 

11470.  Had  you  been  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Kenny’s  house?- It  was  a 
half-way  house,  and  we  stopped  there  occasionally. 

11471.  You  knew  Kenny  had  an  infant  child  in  the  cradle  ? — I did  not  know 
for  some  time. 

11472.  Had  he  any  other  son?— I am  not  aware  that  he  had. 

1 1473-  What  was  Keene  ?— The  son  of  a farmer. 

“f7 f What  appointment  was  it  you  gave  him  on  the  Board  of  Works?— 
Check  clerk. 


n 475  When  did  you  first  discover  that  the  infant  child  of  Kenny  was  on 
tne  pay-list  as  storekeeper,  with  5 s.  a week  ?— About  the  middle  of  February 
the  cu-cumstance  was  first  reported  to  me. 

} 14J6-  f*ow  lon»  had  he  been  on  when  it  was  first  reported  to  you  ?— I could 
°?7,  nc  bis  name  on  the  pay-lists  for  one  week,  and  that  was  the  week  for 
which  he  was  reported. 

11477.  Who  reported  him  ?— The  circumstance  was  reported  to  me  by  a 
steward  of  the  name  of  Marony. 

1 1478-  One  of  your  own  officers  ? — Yes. 

1 1 f "*7  ^aS  ^T*^n  ^ie  babd:  °f  attending  that  public-house  so  as  to  know  the 
people  there  t— His  work  was  three  miles  from  it ; I cannot  say  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  going  there. 

114S0.  What  did  you  do  when  you  received  the  information? — I reported 
w Clr(?umstance  to  Mr.  Gamble,  and  he  desired  me  to  summon  the  parties 
belore  him  and  he  would  investigate  it. 

r~^es=  I summoned  them  for  the  following  Sunday; 
Sn  the  Tdia'sda7 ; in  order  that  the  work  might  not  be  interfered 
*7  Hie  absence  of  the  parties,  we  deferred  it  till  the  Sunday  after. 

fummon  before  Mr.  Gamble?— Marony,  Keene,  the 

to>Tove"ha^.  e”Sineer ! mld  Marony  brouSbt  in  tw°  kb0UrerS 

KeWs^^o  y°U  s™on  Kenny,  the  father  ?— No,  there  was  no  mention  of 

so  tW  T 1 A ’ 6XCe^t  t]iat  tbl.s  was  a cbild  of  his ; he  was  dismissed  before  this, 
so  that  1 had  no  control  over  him. 

foundbt^, badbe  be.™  <^sraisse(l  for  ?— Mr.  Gamble,  on  Us  way  to  Kilrush, 
the  w 1 kto  hour  in  the  morning  in  his  house;  he  told  him  he  was  on 
the  works,  and  he  dismissed  him  immediately. 

Wh  mlsc<md™t  ,an<1  neglect  of  duty  r— Yes,  for  neglect  of  duty, 
r 1400.  Where  was  the  investigation  held  ?— In  Mr.  Gamble’s  office  in  Bums. 

11487.  Did 
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114S7.  Did  Lidwell  and  Keene  attend ’—Keene,  and  all  the  others,  except 
Li  dwell ; he  sent  word  he  was  unwell  and  could  not  come,  but  he  would  at- 
tend the  day  after,  or  the  day  after  that. 

114SS.  Do  you  know  he  was  unwell?— I believe  he  was;  I knew  him  to 
have  been  in  a delicate  state  of  health. 

114S9.  What  was  the  distance  from  where  Lidwell  lodged  to  Ennis? Ten 

miles. 

11490.  Did  the  inquiry  take  place? — Yes. 

11491.  In  the  absence  of  Lidwell  ? — Yes. 

11492.  Did  you  examine  Keene  ? — He  was  examined  by  Mr.  Gamble. 

1 1493.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  check  the  pay  lists  ?— It  was  the  duty  of  Mr. 
LidweU  in  one  instance,  and  it  was  my  duty  afterwards  to  check  them  ; I had 
to  certify  them  before  the  pay  clerk  got  them. 

11494.  Had  you  certified  the  list  in  which  this  child’s  name  appeared? — 
I had,  but  had  no  means  of  knowing  him  ; I knew  there  were  many  Kennys 
in  the  parish. 

11495.  Must  not  Mr.  Lidwell  have  known  it?— Not  unless  the  circumstance 
was  made  known  to  him. 

11496.  Have  you  the  lists  in  which  the  child’s  name  appears? — I have  not ; 
the  circumstance  was  reported  to  me,  when  I consulted  the  sheet,  because  Ma- 
rony  mentioned  the  week  this  child  was  returned  for. 

1 1497.  Was  he  not  returned  as  the  child  of  Kenny? — No,  merely  put  down 
with  the  remark  in  the  observation  column,  “Watchman.” 

11498.  Was  there  no  place  of  residence  ? — No. 

11499.  And  no  statement  as  to  whose  son  he  was? — No;  that  was  never 
done. 

11500.  Norage? — No. 

11501.  Nor  anything  to  call  your  attention  to  it  ? — No,  merely  the  name  of 
the  parish,  to  show  where  he  was  returned  from. 

11502.  Were  there  many  Kennys  in  the  neighbourhood? — His  father  lives 
within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  him,  and  he  has  sisters  and  brothers. 

11503.  Of  the  same  name  ? — Yes. 

11504.  Were  Kenny’s  brothers  grown  up  men  ? — Yes. 

11505.  Were  any  of  them  upon  the  works? — Yes,  there  was  one  brother 
of  his  upon  the  works. 

11506.  Was  there  anything  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  paper  necessarily  to 
call  Mr.  Lidwell’s  attention  to  the  fact  of  this  Kenny  being  a child  and  not 
another  Kemiy  in  the  same  neighbourhood  ? — Nothing  more  particular  than 
what  would  call  my  attention  to  it,  and  his  living  in  the  place,  but  there  were 
other  Kennys  in  the  place  too. 

11507.  Do  you  think  that  Lidwell  must  have  known  it  or  been  misled  ?■ — I 
think  he  must  have  thought  it  was  some  other  name. 

1 1 508.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  What  was  the  Christian  name  of  the  child  ? — 
I cannot  say. 

11509.  Chairman .]  Had  it  ever  been  christened ? — It  had;  I am  aware  that 
the  Christian  name  was  in  the  pay-sheet  as  well  as  the  surname,  I referred 
to  the  sheet  when  it  was  reported  to  me,  and  found  the  name. 

11510.  Did  Mr.  Lidwell  know  the  persons  on  the  works  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty  ?— It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  know  them  all;  he  had  1,200 
men,  and  was  a stranger  in  the  parish  ; he  was  not  there  for  more  than  two 
months ; I was  there  a year  and  a half,  and  did  not  know  the  one-fiftieth  of 
them. 

11511.  Mr.  Gamble  has  stated  that  when  he  investigated  the  matter,  he 
thought  the  child  had  been  paid  for  two  or  three  weeks ; what  is  your  recollec- 
tion as  to  that?— I referred  to  the  pay-sheets  for  the  week  that  was  mentioned, 
and  found  he.  was  returned ; 1 also  referred  to  the  pay  sheets  for  some  weeks 
before,  and  could  not  find  his  name  except  for  one. 

11512.  Was  he  removed  before  he  had  been  upon  the  lists  another  week  ? 
The  name  only  appeared  for  one  week,  and  that  week  was  the  week  reported 
to  me.  I referred  to  the  sheets  after,  and  the  sheets  before,  and  could  not 
find  the  name. 

11513-  It  was  only  in  one  week? — One  week. 

11514-  Mr.  Gamble  dismissed  Keene  as  he  was  the  person  who  necessarily 
0.105.  4 f 4 must 


Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald. 
17  June  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald,  must  have  known  the  transaction  ? — Yes,  because  he  admitted  he  knew  tl ' 

was  Kenny’s  son.  113 

17  June  1847.  11515.  Do  you  know  who  put  him  on  the  pay  lists  ?— It  was  Keene  filled  un 

the  pay  lists.  p 

11516.  Mr.  Lidwell  had  nothing  to  do  with  filling  them  up,  only  with  die  k 
ing  them  ? — Only  checking  and  seeing  that  the  sheets  were  correct.  C*~ 

11517.  Is  Keene  a cousin  of  yours?— No,  he  is  a distant  relative  of  mine 
not  a cousin.  ’ 

1 151 8.  In  what  condition  of  life  was  he  ? — The  son  of  a farmer. 

11519.  In  what  condition  of  life?— He  was  merely  assisting  iiis  father  to 
farm ; he  had  no  trade  or  calling,  I believe. 

11520.  Where  does  his  father  liver— About  12  or  15  miles  from  where 
Keene  was  stationed  as  check  clerk. 

11521.  After  you  discovered  that  Keene  put  the  child  on,  did  you  employ 
him  for  any  purpose  under  your  superintendence  ? — No ; I never  employed 
him  after  he  was  dismissed.  He  was  dismissed  on  the  spot.  1 ‘ 

11522.  Was  he  not  employed  to  go  about  and  inquire  about  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald’s  tenants  ? — I met  him  when  I was  going  to  do  so,  accidentally' 
coming  from  Ills  father’s,  and  I took  him  with  me,  as  knowing  the  people  from 
checking  them  so  long. 

11523.  How  long  was  that  after  he  was  dismissed?— I know  he  was  dis- 
missed for  six  weeks ; about  that  time  elapsed  from  the  time  he  was  dismissed 
till  I met  him.  " ’ 

11524-  Was  the  imposition  and  the  fraud  he  had  practised  well  known  in  the 
neighbourhood  ? — I think  it  was  well  known  what  he  was  dismissed  for. 

11525.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  selected  him 
to  go  among  the  tenants  of  any  gentleman  ? — I took  him  with  me  as  he  was 
the  only  person  I knew  that  could  give  any  information,  from  his  havin°- 
checked  the  men  longer  than  any  other  check  clerk. 

. 1 >526.  Did  you  take  him  to  make  the  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  this  inves- 
tigation, after  the  matter  was  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Commons  ? — In  order 
to  assist  me  in  getting  all  the  information  I could  for  Mr.  Gamble. 

11527-  For  this  inquiry?— I should  say  so. 

1152S.  Who  went  with  you  besides  Keene  ?— Mr.  Lidwell  and  a Mr.  Brew 
accompanied  me. 

11529.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Four  in  all?— Yes,  four  of  us. 
ht  1 1£^°‘  Chdirman.]  Who  is  Mr.  Brew  ? — I believe  he  is  caretaker  to  some 
Mr.  Brew,  that  lives  near  Kilrush,  about  10  miles  from  this  place. 

11531-  Had  he  any  other  office  under  the  Board  of  Works  ?— Not  at  the  time 
I met  him. 

11 53 2-  Did  you  put  him  on  afterwards? — Yes ; he  was  recommended,  as 
being  a very  proper  person,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  about  two  or  three 
months  before. 

No* yoU  never  me*-  till  you  met  him  accidentally  on  this  day? — 


11 534-  Mr.  JV.  Williams.]  Who  gave  you  instructions  to  make  inquiries 
among  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ?— Mr.  Gamble  told  me  to  see  whether 
the  information  was  correct. 

11535-  Did  you  give  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the  lists 
with  regard  to  the  property  of  any  other  gentleman  ?— He  told  me  to  get  as 
information  as  I could;  he  told  me  to  go  to  the  townland  of  Froor, 
oul?  14  that  WaS  Correct’  and  furnish  him  with  as  much  information  as 

\?aVe  y°U  specific  instructions  with  regard  to  the  tenants  of  Mr. 
® * rv,i  l6S  ’ t0  Proceed  to  the  townland  of  Froor,  and  to  examine  it. 

5 3 f'  1.  ne  mention  the  name  of  any  other  landlord  whose  tenants  you 

weie  to  examine  into  ?— Not  any  other ; I do  not  think  he  knew  other  landlords 
m the  parish ; they  did  not  reside  in  it. 

^V.538,  Chairman.]  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
was  to  come  as  a witness  ? — I did  not. 

,,  "2'  How  long  ibefore  70U  met  Keene  was  it  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
7 wdJBreW  t0  y°U  r~ 1 ara  sure  it:  was  two  months  before  that. 

11540.  tiad  you  no  opportunity  of  putting  him  on  ?— He  never  applied 


11541.  Did 
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11541.  Did  you  put  him  on  immediately  after  he  went  with  you  ?— Yes  ; 
a vacancy  had  occurred,  and  Mr.  Lidwell  told  me  he  thought  that  he  would  be 
a very  fit  person  to  put  into  it,  and  I authorized  him  to  do  so. 

11542.  We  understand  that  two  stewards  were  turned  off  by  you  P— Yes. 
U543-  What  were  their  names,  and  when  r— One  man  of  the  name  of 
Carmody,  and  another  man,  Kelly. 

11544.  When  were  they  turned  off?— Carmody  was  dismissed  by  me  about 
a week  before  I went  on  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  property  to  look  for  information. 

I happened  to  be  passing  by  where  this  man  was  engaged  as  a steward ; I 
found  his  men  sitting  down.  I asked  them  where  the'steward  was ; they  did 
not  tell  me ; but  in  a few'  minutes  I saw  Carmody  coming  out  of  a house  appa- 
rently as  if  after  sleeping.  I dismissed  him  on  the  spot.  I saw  one  or  two 
smart  fellows  among  them.  I offered  the  stewardship  to  them ; they  would  not 
take  it ; they  said  they  would  not  interfere  with  the  man  that  had  been  dis- 
missed. I wrent  away,  but  one  of  them  followed  me,  taking  a shorter  cut,  and 
said  that  he  would  take  it.  I told  him  I would  not  give  it  to  him  ; I thought 
he  could  not  be  depended  on. 

1 1 545.  Did  you  dismiss  that  steward  without  making  any  inquiry  of  him  as 
to  the  reason  of  his  absence  ? — I never  dismissed  a man  without  asking  him 
why  he  was  absent ; but  he  could  account  for  himself  in  no  way. 

11546.  He  did  not  account  for  himself  satisfactorily  ? — He  did  not  account 
for  himself  satisfactorily,  and  I found  all  the  men  idle.  If  I got  such  a man 
for  nothing,  I would  not  keep  him. 

11547.  Do  you  consider  in  that  act  you  were  exercising  your  duty  with 
judgment  and  with  propriety  ? — Yes ; I think  if  I had  done  anything  else  I 
should  not  have  discharged  my  duty. 

11548.  You  think  you  had  sufficient  causer— Yes ; I have  dismissed  men 
for  less  cause. 

11 549-  Who  was  the  next  man  ? — Kelly.  The  second  day  I was  in  this 
parish  I had  occasion  to  go  to  a remote  part  of  it,  where  there  were  nine  or  ten 
men  employed  in  a quarry,  with  this  Kelly  as  their  steward ; there  was  no 
other  work  doing  on  the  road,  and  we  got  an  order  to  suspend  all  the  works, 
and  to  leave  them  in  such  a state  as  to  prevent  damage  or  trespass.  I removed 
these  men  to  a new  road,  half  a mile  off ; I saw  that  the  steward’s  services 
could  be  dispensed  with ; I asked  Mr.  Lidwell  what  was  his  character  and 
ability ; he  told  me  he  was  a very  good-for-nothing  fellow,  and  not  worth  keep- 
ing ; and  then  I said,  “ Let  him  be  discontinued  next  Saturday  and  so  he 
was. 

1 1 550.  Did  you  in  that  case  also  exercise  your  duty  to  the  best  of  your 
judgment  ? — I did,  because  his  services  were  not  required  ; there  were  nine  or 
ten  men  only  employed  there. 

_ 11551.  Because  you  saw  he  was  an  idle  fellow? — Yes  ; I saw  that  his  ser- 
vices could  be  dispensed  with,  and  I asked  Mr.  Lidwell  as  to  his  general 
character  as  a workman  or  steward,  and  he  told  me  he  was  a very  good-for- 
nothing  fellow',  and  not  worth  the  situation.  I dismissed  before  this  time, 

I suppose,  40  or  50  stewards. 

1 1552-  Hid  you  make  any  other  inquiry  except  of  Mr.  Lidwell  ? — No  inquiry 
except  of  him  ; he  is  the  only  person  I would  inquire  of ; and  the  only  person 
I would  expect  to  hear  the  truth  from. 

11553-  Hid  you  at  the  same  time  dismiss  other  stewards? — Yes,  several 
througout  the  barony,  a few  days  before  that. 

11 554-  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  How  many? — I should  say  about  50  men 
were  superseded  on  account  of  the  reduction  of  labourers. 

. 11 55.5-  Chairman.]  At  the  time  you  dismissed  Kelly,  had  you  began  your 
H^stigation  on  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  property? — Yes,  this  was  the  second  day 

11 556.  Hid  you  know  he  was  coming  here  as  a witness  ?— I did  not  know 
any  such  thing  ; it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  come  over  here  to  get 
subscriptions  for  a soup  kitchen  ; that  was  the  general  report. 

11 557-  Did  you  put  any  other  steward  in  Kelly’s  place? — No,  I appointed 
none  but  to  the  vacancy  of  Carmody. 

11 558.  Where  Kelly  was  steward,  were  there  other  stewards  ? — No,  they  were 
employed  in  a quarry,  and  he  was  the  only  steward  I saw  amongst  them ; I desired 
0.105.  4 G those 
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those  men  to  be  moved  to  another  road,  to  assist  in  leaving  the  works,  so  that  no 
damage  should  he  sustained  if  they  were  suspended. 

H559.  Were  they  removed  to  that  new  work  accordingly  ?— I desired  Mr. 
Lidwell  to  do  so ; I was  not  there  since ; I left  the  country  soon  after. 

11560.  Were  there  stewards  upon  the  new  works  ? — There  were. 

11561.  Were  they  sufficient  to  take  the  superintendence  of  the  additional 
men  who  went  from  the  quarry  ? — They  were. 

11562.  How  many  were  removed  r — I do  not  think  there  were  more  than  10 
or  12  men. 

1 1 563.  An  additional  steward  would  not  be  necessary  ? — No  ; the  men  might 
be  sent  into  other  gangs. 

1 3 564.  To  your  belief  no  other  steward  was  appointed  ? — None,  to  my  belief. 

1 1565.  You  yourself  appointed  none  ? — I appointed  none. 

11566.  Mr.  Stafford  0'Brien.~\  You  found  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of 
the  numbers  at  work,  to  be  very  summary  in  your  decisions  and  punishments  ? 
— I was  always  very  particular  in  punishing  all  acts  of  inattention  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  as  I knew  the  example  would  be  so  bad  in  the  country,  and  I found 
I had  so  little  control  over  the  people  that  the  only  persons  I could  control 
were  the  stewards,  and  I made  examples  of  them  whenever  they  neglected  their 
business. 

11567.  Chairman^]  Had  the  two  stewards  you  put  off,  Carmody  and  Kelly, 
been  recommended  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ? — They  had ; one  of  them,  a 
steward,  had  two  of  his  family  on  the  works  at  the  same  time  that  he  was 
steward. 

11568.  Did  you  know,  at  the  time  you  found  occasion  to  dismiss  them,  that 
they  had  been  recommended  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  that  he  had  taken 
an  interest  in  them  ? — I know  they  were  recommended  ; because  I happened  to 
go  into  the  steward’s  house,  Carmody,  and  had  the  check  clerk  with  me; 
he  told  me  he  was  on  the  works  before  lie  was  appointed  steward,  and  two  of 
his  family  besides,  so  that  he  was  returned  for  three  persons,  and  that  I believe 
to  be  the  fact. 

11569.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Is  it  a large  family? — Yes,  rather  a large 
family. 

11570.  What  is  the  difference  of  pay  of  a steward  and  a workman?— A 
steward  had  9 s.,  12  s.,  or  15  s.  a week,  according  to  his  capabilities,  and  a 
labourer  had  generally  5 s.  a week. 

11571.  Chairman .]  We  have  been  told  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  that  some 
of  his  tenants  who  were  above  destitution  were  put  upon  some  of  the  lists ; did 
you  know  that  ? — I am  aware  they  were.  I believe  that  all,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  upon  his  property,  were  returned. 

11572.  Do  you  know  that  he  requested  the  removal  of  those  who  were  above 
destitution? — I am  not  aware  of  any  such  thing;  I think  it  would  be  in- 
consistent with  what  I know  of  his  character,  from  the  wish  and  anxiety  he 
always  expressed  about  employing  his  tenants. 

11 573-  Will  you  venture  to  say  it  is  not  true  that  the  committee  of  which 
he  was  chairman,  and  himself  as  chairman,  recommended  the  removal  of  any 
persons  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  did. 

11574.  Will  you  venture  to  say  that  they  did  not? — I venture  to  say  that 
no  list  ever  came  to  me,  and  if  it  came  to  the  inspecting  officer,  it  would  be 
sent  through  me  to  the  check  clerk. 

11575-  Will  you  venture  to  state  that  none  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s 
tenants  whose  names  had  been  once  on  the  lists  were  ever  removed  from  those 
lists  at  all  ? I see  by  Captain  Gordon’s  lists  there  is  a man  marked  down  of 
the  second  class,  with  an  observation,  “ this  man  is  to  be  unemployed,  as  being 
one  of  the  second  class ; but  I never  saw  one  in  which  Mr.  Fitzgerald  recom- 
mended the  removal  of  any  of  his  men. 

1 1576-  Will  you  venture  to  state  that  none  of  the  tenants  were  ever  removed 
off  the  lists  ? — I see,  in  looking  over  the  lists,  there  were  two  men  removed 
belonging  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald's  property. 

11577.  Did  you  not  know  it  at  the  time  ?— No,  I did  not. 

11578.  Did  you  not  state  just  now  that  it  was  your  duty  to  attend  to  those 
lists,  and  that  you  did  not  know  any  person,  except  one,  who  had  a remark 

opposite  to  his  name  placed  by  Captain  Gordon  ? When  I said  it  was  my  duty 

to  attend  to  those  lists,  I was  alluding  to  the  pay  lists,  not  with  reference  to 
u 1 J ’ Tffillv; 
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Kelly ; but  when  I am  speaking  of  recommendation  lists,  it  was  my  duty  to  Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald. 
see  there  was  no  person  except  those  on  the  lists  employed.  " 2 — 

1 1579*  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  know  any  of  the  persons  on  the  lists  ? — It  was  *7  June  >^47- 

not  my  particular  duty  to  know  anything  about  them. 

11580.  If  you  found  a person  whom  you  knew  to  be  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, was  it  not  your  duty  to  notice  it  ? — It  was  not  my  duty  to  tell  the  in- 
specting officer,  but  I might  have  done  so. 

11581-  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  parish?— I was  told 
by  Lidwell  and  others  that  all  his  tenants,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two, 
were  employed.  I heard  from  other  gentlemen  on  the  committee  that  the 
whole  of  his  tenants  that  were  put  on  the  works  should  never  have  been  on. 

11.582.  Did  you  report  that  to  your  superior  officer? — I did  report  it; 

I could  not  tell  the  names  of  the  persons  till  I went  out  and  examined  per- 
sonally. 

11583-  Did  Lidwell  tell  you  the  names  ? — He  told  me  some  names;  he  told 
me  there  was  a very  independent  man,  of  the  name  of  John  King,  employed. 

11584.  Did  you  make  inquiries  about  him  ?— Not  till  I went  to  the  property 
afterwards. 

11585.  Did  you  never  make  an  inquiry  about  him  until  you  were  sent  to 
make  an  inquiry  about  the  property,  as  you  stated,  when  you  took  Keene  with 
you  ? — I did  not. 

11586.  Why  ? — I had  no  time. 

1 15S7.  What  time  elapsed  between  the  time  you  were  told  by  Lidwell  of  him 
and  your  making  the  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  this  investigation  ? — From  the 
time  I first  heard  it  was  four  or  five  weeks. 

11588.  Hid  you,  in  the  interim,  report  that  fact  to  your  superior  officer  ? — I 
have  no  recollection  of  reporting  it  exactly. 

11589.  Did  you  at  all;  what  do  you  mean  by  “ exactly”  ? — I think  what 
I would  have  said  to  Lidwell  was  to  have  him  report  it  to  Captain  Wynne. 

1 1590.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  report  it? — It  was  not;  I had  nothing  to  do 
with  it ; my  province  was  altogether  over  the  works. 

11591.  Was  it  Lidwell’s  duty  ? — It  was  not. 

11592.  Why  did  you  expect  him  to  do  it? — It  was  the  duty  of  the  members 
of  the  relief  committee. 

11 593-  I thought  you  said  you  told  Lidwell  to  do  it?— I said  what  I would 
have  said  would  be  to  tell  Lidwell  to  report  it. 

11594.  What  do  you  mean? — Lidwell  would  tell  me  there  were  such  inde- 
pendent persons ; 1 would  either  report  it,  or  I might  not,  or  I might  have  told 
Lidwell  to  report  it  to  Captain  Wynne,  that  they  might  be  struck  off. 

n 595.  Did  either  Lidwell  or  you  after  you  received  the  information,  report 
it  to  your  superior  officers  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  doing  it. 

11596.  Were  any  other  names  mentioned  to  you  as  being  tenants  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  who  were  put  upon  the 
works  ? — He  gave  me  other  names,  I recollect,  as  well  as  King’s. 

n 507.  How  many  ? — Three  or  four  ; but  I found  myself,  on  inquiry  after- 
wards, that  there  were  about  30  persons  who  should  not  have  been  on. 

11598.  When  Lidwell  gave  you  the  names  of  three  or  four  persons,  did  you 
make  any  inquiry  into  their  circumstances  ? — I did  not ; I made  no  inquiry 
whatsoever  till  I went  there  on  the  20th  of  March. 

n 599.  Did  you  report  the  names  of  those  persons  to  any  of  your  superior 
officers? — No,  I have  no  recollection  of  doing  so. 

11600.  Did  you  allow  them  to  stay  on  the  works  without  making  any  report  l 
— I would  have  let  them  stay  on  for  12  months. 

11601.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien. ] Did  you  ever  report  a single  instance  of 
any  person  ? — I never  went  for  the  express  purpose  of  reporting  the  circum- 
stances of  any  person. 

11602.  Was  it  beyond  your  duty  ?— It  was  altogether  beyond  my  duty. 

11603.  Chairman.]  Were  those  persons  removed  from  the  lists  after  you  had 
your  attention  called  to  it  by  Lidwell? — No,  the  names  that  Mr.  Lidwell  gave 
me  are  not  those  which  are  removed  by  Captain  Gordon. 

1 1604.  Were  they  ever  removed  ? — I am  not  aware  that  they  were. 

1 1 605.  Will  you  say  that  they  appeared  in  all  the  lists  ? — I think  their  names 
are  to  be  found  on  the  working  lists  that  I have  up  to  the  20th  of  March.;  John 
King  is  in  all  the  lists. 
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Mr.  7.  Fitzgerald.  11606.  I ask  whether  they  were  not  removed  from  the  list,  and  afterwards 

put  on  the  works  ? — My  opinion  is,  they  were  never  removed. 

!7  June  1847.  11607.  Mr.  Betteio.]  Was  not  having  proper  or  improper  persons  on  the 

lists  the  duty  of  the  relief  committee,  and  no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  engineer  ? 
— Not  my  duty,  at  all. 

11608.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  not  consider  it  your  duty,  as  an  officer  re- 
ceiving public  money,  when  you  received  information  that  great  abuses  existed 
to  convey  that  to  your  superior  officer  ? — I was  not  prepared  to  go  and  report 
anything  that  I was  not  myself  intimately  acquainted  with  ; when  I became  in- 
timately acquainted  with  that  circumstance,  I reported  it  immediately  to  Mr. 
Gamble. 

11609.  When  information  was  conveyed  to  you  that  improper  persons  were 
upon  the  lists,  do  you  not  think  it  was  your  duty,  as  a public  officer,  either  to  have 
made  the  investigation  yourself,  or  reported  it  P — I do  not  think  it  was  my  duty. 

11610.  Either  to  make  the  investigation,  or  to  communicate  the  circumstance 
for  any  other  officer  to  make  the  investigation  ? — I think  it  would  be  interfering 
with  my  duty,  by  the  trouble  it  would  naturally  impose  upon  me. 

11611.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  You  had  your  duties  specified  ? — Yes. 

11612.  Is  the  reporting  of  improper  persons  one  of  them  ? — No. 

11613.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Whose  duty  was  it  to  remove  improper  per- 
sons ? — Decidedly  the  duty  of  the  relief  committees  ; they  were  supposed  to 
know  every  one  on  their  own  localities. 

11614.  If  they  neglected  to  remove  improper  persons,  did  they  neglect  their 
duty  ? — They  did. 

11615.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  You  did  not  conceive  it  your  duty  to  under- 
take the  management  of  the  whole,  but  simply  to  fulfil  your  instructions  ? — 
Decidedly. 

11616.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Was  any  person,  to  your  knowledge,  removed 
from  the  works,  or  from  any  office  under  the  Board  of  Works,  because  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  was  to  be  a witness  here? — No,  there  was  not. 

11617.  Is  there  the  slightest  pretence,  so  far  as  you  know,  for  any  such 
thing? — Not  the  slightest  pretence  whatever. 

11618.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  know  what  wages  Marony  received  at  the 
time  he  conveyed  the  information  of  the  child  being  on  the  lists  ? — I think  15  s. 
or  18  s.  a week. 

1 1619.  Was  his  wages  either  increased  or  decreased  after  that  ? — I think,  if 
his  wages  was  at  all  changed,  it  was  increased. 

1 1 620.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Had  the  increase  anything  in  the  world  to  do 
with  the  information  he  gave  ? — Nothing  at  all. 

11621.  Was  it  his  duty  to  make  the  report  he  did  ? — It  was  ; and  if  it  came 
to  my  notice  that  he  had  overlooked  a thing  of  that  sort,  I would  dismiss  him. 

11622.  This  investigation,  you  say,  was  on  a Sunday? — It  was. 

11623.  When  was  Keene  dismissed  ?— That  very  day. 

1 1 624.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fitzgerald  applied 
to  you  to  have  any  of  his  tenants,  who  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  put 
off  the  lists  ? — He  never  did. 

1 1625.  Do  you  know  of  his  applying  to  any  other  persons  belonging  to  the 
Board  of  Works  for  that  purpose  ? — I am  not  aware  that  he  applied  to  any  one 
belonging  to  the  Board. 

11626.  Were  you  at  the  relief  committee  at  Clondegad  on  the  22d  of 
January  ? — I was. 

1 1 627.  Did  you  see  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fitzgerald  there  ? — I did. 

11628.  Was  it  mentioned  there  at  all  by  him,  or  in  his  presence,  that  he  had 
reported  his  tenants  to  be  comfortable,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  on  the 
lists  ?— I never  heard  him  say  so. 

11629.  Chairman.]  Mr.  Lidwell,  you  say,  did  not  attend  on  the  first  day? 
— No. 

11630.  Did  Mr.  Gamble  send  for  him  afterwards  ?— Fie  did;  he  came  two 
days  afterwards. 

' 11631.  Were  inquiries  made  of  him  then  ? — Yes. 

11632.  Were  you  present  ?— No,  I was  not  present ; I was  in  my  office ; but 
I know  that  Mr.  Gamble  had  a long  interview  with  him. 

11633.  Did  you  make  inquiries  of  him  afterwards ?— I did;  he  denied  his 
having  any  knowledge  of  the  transaction. 

11634*  I11 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  597 

11634.  In  your  judgment,  did  you  think  you  failed  in  tracing  it  to  him: — I 
did  feel  so,  certainly. 

1163.5.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Have  you  the  slightest  suspicion  of  Mr. 
Lidwell  having  failed  in  his  duty  on  that  occasion  ?— No,  certainly  not,  except 
his  not  revising  the  list  particularly ; but  that  might  have  occurred  through 
hurry ; because  I knew  that  Lidwell  was  sometimes  furnished  with  the  pay 
lists,  perhaps,  five  or  six  hours  after  he  ought  to  have  been. 

11636.  Chairman.']  From  the  great  pressure  of  circumstances,  and  the 
number  of  persons,  and  the  work  you  had  to  look  to,  were  the  duties  that  fell 
upon  you  very  laborious  ?— Very  laborious ; I had  5,000  or  6,000  people  to 
superintend. 

11637.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Were  you  over  them? — I was  over  them;  I 
was  responsible  for  the  works. 

11638.  Chairman .]  Were  other  investigations  held?— Yes;  a great  many 
complaints  of  stewards  against  check  clerks,  check  clerks  against  stewards,  and 
against  the  men,  occupied  Mr.  Gamble's  attention. 

"11630.  Did  it  occupy  some  time? — Yes. 

1164b.  Is  it  the  prevailing  habit  of  the  people  not  to  state  the  truth?— I 
found  it  very  hard  to  elicit  the  truth ; their  statements  were  always  contra- 
dictory. 

11641.  Was  checking  the  pay  sheets  a difficult  task  ? — It  was. 

11642.  Did  you  make  the  payments  as  regular  as  possible  ? — Yes.  I always 
had  the  pay  lists  furnished  on  every  Tuesday  morning,  and  the  men  paid 
within  that  week. 

11643.  D1  order  to  get  the  pay  sheets  ready,  so  that  the  men  might  not  be 
delayed,  were  you  obliged  frequently  to  devote  the  Sabbath-day  to  checking 
the  lists? — Generally ; I almost  always  did  it  on  the  Sabbath. 

1 1 644.  Were  you  obliged  to  devote  a considerable  portion  of  Monday  night 
also  ? — I have  been  checking  them  till  two  or  three  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  the  whole  of  the  day. 

1 1645.  Did  that  duty  necessarily  prevent  your  paying  very  minute  attention 
if  you  wished  to  do,  to  particular  names  on  the  lists  ? — It  did. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Timothy  Shannon , called  in ; and  Examined. 

11646.  Chairman .]  ARE  you  the  Roman- catholic  Priest  in  the  Liscannor 
district  and  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  West  Clare  ? — Yes. 

11647.  Is  there  another  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  in  that  neighbourhood,  a 
Roman-catholic  clergyman  ? — There  is. 

11648.  What  is  iiis  name  ? — The  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon. 

1 1 649.  Is  he  any  relation  of  yours  1 — First  cousin. 

11650.  Has  he  any  duties  in  your  district,  or  are  his  duties  entirely  sepa- 
rate ?—He  is  my  assistant  in  the  district. 

11651.  Were  you  a member  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee? — I was. 

11652.  When  did  you  first  become  so  ? — I believe  when  the  committee  com- 
menced. 

1 1 653.  When  was  that  ? — I think  it  was  in  October  last ; there  was  a commit- 
tee last  year,  but  that  was  a general  committee  for  the  whole  barony ; and  when 
committees  were  appointed  for  each  district  a committee  was  appointed  for  Lis- 
cannor, and  I have  been  since  a member  of  that  committee. 

1 1 654.  How  long  did  you  continue  a member  of  that  committee  ? — I con- 
tinued to  attend  the  meetings,  I think,  up  to  the  26th  of  February. 

1 1655.  Did  you  reside  in  the  neighbourhood? — Yes,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
but  some  distance  from  the  village  of  Liscannor. 

11 656.  How  far? — About  three  miles. 

11 1>57*  Do  you  remember  the  first  extraordinary  session  under  the  9th  & 
10th  of  Victoria,  held  at  Ennistimon  ? — I do. 

11658.  Was  it  on  the  21st  of  September  ? — As  to  dates  I have  not  a very 
distinct  recollection,  but  it  was  in  September. 

. 1 1 ®59*  Do  you  remember  a presentment  being  made  at  that  session  for  works 
m several  localities  ? — I do. 

1 1 660.  Do  you  know  whether  care  was  taken  at  that  session  that  they  should 
e presentments  to  enable  the  people  to  be  employed  near  their  homes  .-1 
I believe  so. 

°‘i05*  4G3  11661.  Was 


Mr.  7.  Fitzgerald. 
1 7 June  1 847. 
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11661.  Was  that  the  object,  so  far  as  you  could  ascertain  ?— So  far 
I could  ascertain,  that  was  the  object  of  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers.  * 

11662.  Do  you  remember  a little  before  the  19th  October,  Mr.  Gamble  tl 
district  engineer,  stating  this  intention  of  opening  certain  works  in  the  Lfc6 
cannor  district  ? — I recollect  to  have  heard  that  he  gave  such  an  intimation  to 
some  member  of  the  committee. 

11663.  Had  these  works  been  presented? — 1 believe  they  were  presented 
for  at  the  sessions. 

1 1664.  Do  you  remember,  in  consequence  of  the  presentment  and  the  inten- 
tion to  open  the  works,  Lieutenant  Baillie,  the  inspecting  officer,  attending  the 
Liscannor  committee  on  the  19th  October?— I know  he  did  so,  but  I was  not 
present  that  day  ; I was  from  home  on  business. 

1 1 665.  Did  you  know,  when  you  again  attended  the  relief  committee,  that 
Lieutenant  Baillie  had  assisted  in  the  selection  of  objects  to  be  put  on  the  public 
works  ? — I did. 

1 1 666.  Do  you  know  whether  the  lists  were  made  out  in  accordance  with 
Lieutenant  Baillie’ s desire  ? — I believe  so. 

11667.  Was  there  any  reason  why  the  committee  wished  to  have  those  works 
delayed  ? — Yes,  there  were  reasons,  because  it  so  happened  that  the  works 
approved  of,  I suppose  by  the  Treasury,  were  not  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Liscannor,  which  was  the  most  destitute  part  of  the  parish ; and  the  com- 
mittee then  fearing  that  bad  consequences  might  follow  if  persons  were  set  to 
work  through  the  entire  of  the  parishes,  leaving  the  most  destitute  unem- 
ployed at  the  same  time,  considered  it  more  prudent  not  to  open  any  works 
for  a few  days,  until  they  had  works  for  those  persons  who  were  the  most 
destitute. 

1 1 668.  Do  you  know  whether  that  opinion  of  the  committee  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Government  officers  ? — I believe  so. 

11669.  Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  addressed  a letter  to  Mr. 
Gamble  on  the  subject  ? — I do  know  that  lie  did. 

11670.  Did  Mr.  Gamble,  in  consequence  of  that  representation,  order  more 
works  to  be  opened,  so  as  to  relieve  the  distress? — Yes,  works  were  opened  then 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor. 

11671.  Did  not  Mr.  Gamble  pay  immediate  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the 
committee  upon  that  subject  ? — Indeed,  I think  so,  so  far  as  he  could. 

1 1672.  When  were  the  works  first  opened  in  that  district  ? — The  exact  date 
I cannot  recollect. 

1 1673.  Was  ^ at  the  end  of  October? — It  was  a few  days  after  Lieutenant 
Baillie  attended  the  committee. 

11674.  Were  the  fishermen  and  many  of  the  other  inhabitants  of  Liscannor 
in  a starving  condition  ? — They  were. 

11675.  Were  they  put  to  work  in  cutting  the  Lochlone  Hills  at  that  time? 
— They  were. 

1 1676.  Do  you  remember  shortly  afterwards,  in  the  beginning  of  November, 
provisions  of  the  poor  becoming  still  more  scarce  ? — I do. 

11677.  And  the  distress  much  greater  ? — Vastly  increased. 

11678.  Were  the  potatoes,  and  oats,  and  barley  which  had  supplied  them 
with  food,  nearly  exhausted  ? — They  were  nearly  exhausted. 

11679.  What  was  the  opinion  at  that  time  with  regard  to  the  quantity  of 
employment,  in  proportion  to  the  starving  poor  ? — My  own  opinion  at  that 
time,  and,  as  well  as  I now  recollect,  the  general  opinion  was,  that  25  percent, 
should  be  employed. 

11680.  Twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the  whole?— Twenty-five  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  ; as  to  the  exact  number  in  addition  to  the  number  already  employed, 
I do  not  recollect,  but  I know  that  a large  number  became  necessary. 

116S1.  Did  the  duties  which  the  committee  had  to  perform  become  ver} 
onerous  and  very  difficult  to  execute  ?— Indeed  almost  insupportable ; exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  execute. 

11682.  What  was  your  main  difficulty  ?— There  was  a great  difficulty  arising 
from  the  extraordinary  pressure  the  great  number  of  applicants  for  labour  and 
relief ; and  there  was  also  a very  great  difficulty,  because  it  was  exceeding!} 
difficult  to  know  the  circumstances  of  each  applicant,  and  having  no  regular 
lists  and  no  regular  census,  or  no  regular  rules  upon  which  we  could  act. 
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except  to  examine  each  case  on  its  own  merits  ; it  was  a work  of  extraordinary  r Rev.  T.  Shannon. 

labour  to  make  out  the  lists  or  to  set  them  to  work.  I think  from  that  arose  " 

the  principal  difficulty  that  the  committee  had  then  to  labour  with.  17  June  1847. 

51(383.  I presume,  if  the  committee  had  time  and  opportunity,  it  would  have 
Seen  very  desirable  you  should  investigate  each  particular  case  of  the  appli- 
cants ? — Yes. 

116S4.  Was  it  possible  for  you  to  do  so  r — Indeed  it  was  not;  it  was  out  of 
our  power  to  do  it ; we  did  it  as  far  as  we  could. 

11685.  Why  was  it  out  of  your  power? — When  the  pressure  for  labour 
became  so  very  great,  I believe  in  the  commencement  of  November. 

11686.  What  prevented  your  doiugit? — The  immense  numbers  requiring 
employment. 

11687.  How  many  persons  had  you  on  the  committee  ?— I do  not  recollect. 

I think  we  had  about  15  or  16. 

11688.  About  how  many  applicants  were  there  for  employment? — I think 
there  must  have  been  between  600  and  700  requiring  employment,  together 
with  those  who  were  employed  in  the  commencement. 

116S9.  Upon  what  area  of  country  were  those  people  so  demanding  employ- 
ment situated  ? — I could  not  exactly  state ; but  I know  it  is  not  so  large,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population,  as  other  localities,  because  the  population  is  exceed- 
ingly dense  along  the  sea-coast. 

1*1690.  Could  not  the  15  or  16  gentlemen  of  the  committee  have  inquired 
into  the  circumstances  of  those  persons  if  they  obtained  their  residences,  and 
the  residences  were  not  very  far  removed  from  each  other  ? — So  they  endea- 
voured to  do  ; each  person  in  his  own  locality  endeavoured  to  obtain  as  much 
and  as  correct  information  as  he  could,  to  communicate  it  to  the  committee  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  was  not  easy  for  him,  as  the  engineer  would  not 
allow  so  many  to  be  employed,  to  make  a selection,  for  they  could  not  say  that 
they  could  conscientiously  refuse  work  to  any  of  them  ; I,  for  one,  could  not. 

11691.  How  often  did  the  committee  sit? — Generally  twice  a week. 

11692.  How  long  might  your  sitting  be  ? — We  generally  commenced  at  12, 
or  from  that  to  one  o’clock,  and  very  ofien  we  sat  till  eight  o’clock  at  night. 

11693.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  The  different  members  of  the  committee 
must  have  had  great  local  knowledge  r — They  had,  to  be  sure ; but  at  the 
same  time  they  had  not  so  much  local  knowledge,  or  so  correct,  of  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  each  individual,  as  that  they  would  be  able  to  make 
a selection  between  the  parties  when  they  could  not  employ  the  entire  number 
that  they  thought  they  ought  to  give  relief  to. 

1 1 694.  In  the  committee  of  which  I was  chairman,  the  members  for  the  dif- 
ferent localities  were  ready  to  testify  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people  who 
came  before  that  relief  committee,  and  from  the  knowledge  which  they  had 
acquired  from  residing  in  that  district  there  was  no  necessity,  in  most 
cases,  for  a : personal  inspection  in  reference  to  this  particular  calamity  ; was 
it  so  in  your  committee  ?— We  knew  that  persons  who  did  apply  required 
relief,  but  we  could  not  employ  them  all ; it  was  necessary  to  make  a selec- 
tion ; it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  do  it. 

11695.  When  those  people  came  before  the  committee  of  which  I was  chair- 
man, we  were  able  to  compare  the  different  amounts  of  destitution  to  each 
particular  case  by  the  information  derived  from  those  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  lived  nearest  to  the  residence  of  the  applicant ; was  that  the  case 
with  your  committee  r — Generally  the  information  so  given  was  relied  upon ; 
but  it  was  not  always  that  the  members  of  the  committee  representing  that 
locality  would  be  present  at  the  time  the  applications  were  made. 

11696.  Therefore  the  mistakes  originated  from  the  absence  of  members  of 
the  committee? — Occasionally;  and  when  present  they  could  not  always  sup- 
ply the  correct  information,  and  they  could  not  take  upon  themselves  to  make 
a selection,  when  they  knew  that  all  the  applicants  required  relief.. 

1 1697-  Did  you,  in  any  case  where  the  members  of  the  committee  in  that 
particular  locality  were  absent,  think  it  advisable  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  case  ? — I think  in  some  cases  that  happened. 

11698.  In  others  it  did  not? — In  others  I think  they  made  a selection  at  the 
moment. 


1 1 699.  Do  you  know  why  they  made  a decision  at  the  moment  ? From  in- 
formation probably  had  from  some  of  the  persons  who  attended  the  committee, 
0.105.  4 g 4 wh0 
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T.  Shannon,  who  were  not  members  of  it,  but  who  knew  the  locality  and  the  neio-Kbou  -1 
■—  — Information  derived  in  that  way  might  occasionally  induce  them  fn  HpJL- 

June  1847.  certain  cases.  ' decide  111 

11700.  You  stated  that  the  committee  met  twice  a week;  you  rema’ 
sometimes  in  deliberation  from  one  o’clock  to  eight : from  what  you  sub< 
quently  said  I concluded  that  when  you  stated  the  members  of  that  commits 
amounted  to  15  or  16,  many  did  not  always  attend? — Not  always.  ee 

11701.  And  inconvenience  was  felt  from  their  absence  ? — Indeed  occasional 
there  was.  nauI 

11702.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  landlords,  or  what  agents,  or  what  clergymen 
were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  committee?— In  fact  we  had  no  landlord  to 
attend  except  the  chairman,  Mr.  O’Brien.  t0 

11703.  What  agent  had  you  ?— I do  not  know  of  any  agent,  excentin*  ™ 
under-agent  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald.  P Q 

1 1 704.  Sir  William  Fitzgerald  was  not  a resident  himself? — No. 

11705.  Were  there  many  people  requiring  relief  on  his  property  '—Great 
numbers. 

11706.  Did  the  Protestant  clergyman  attend  along  with  you  ? — Very  seldom  • 
I never  saw  the  Protestant  clergyman  attend  except  on  one  occasion. 

- j} } 7°7*  Did  he  reside  in  that  district?— No  ; the  Venerable  Archdeacon 
Whitty  is  the  Protestant  clergyman  : that  is  part  of  his  living ; there  is  no  re- 
sident Protestant  clergyman  in  the  parish. 

11708.  Chairman.']  Was  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  country,  at  that 
time  of  which  you  are  speaking,  such,  that  those  who  were  slightly  above  desti- 
tution one  week,  might  fall  into  extreme  destitution  the  next  ? — It  was  so  much 
so,  that  really  some  few  individuals  that  I knew  myself,  and  that  I considered 
to  be  in  comparatively  comfortable  circumstances,  I found,  in  the  course  of  a 
iew  days,  on  minute  inquiry  into  their  circumstances,  to  be  in  absolute  destitu- 
tion. 

11709.  Did  that  render  your  duties  still  more  difficult  in  selecting  proper 
objects  for  relief  on  the  spot  ?— It  did. 

11710.  Were  any  of  those  occupiers  of  land,  or  owners  of  cattle  ?— They 
were.  1 

. Vi? 11  *°  *he  difficulty  which  you  experienced  on  the  spot,  was 

it  still  more  difficult  for  any  person,  from  merely  seeing  only  the  lists  and  cen- 
sus, or  the  poor  rates,  or  the  returns  of  land  or  cattle,  to  form  a correct 
opinion  of  the  condition  of  those  people  ? — I am  sure  none  of  those  could  be 
a criterion. 

} V?12'  y Fou  bad  seen  a list  in  which  it  appeared  that  a person  in  that 
neighbourhood  occupied  land,  or  held  cattle,  would  you  not  have  deemed  that 
mere  tact  a prima  facie  evidence  of  his  being  above  destitution,  so  much  so  as 
to  require  actual  investigation  on  your  part  ? — I would,  unless  I otherwise 
new  his  circumstances ; it  would  be  a cause  why  I should  for  a moment  hesi- 
tate until  further  inquiry. 

. 1 y°u  exercise  a judgment  upon  any  such  cases,  and  make  inquiry 

whether  they  appeared  owners  of  land  or  cattle  ? — I think  in  the  selection 
made  that  we  did ;.  but  I do  not  exactly  at  the  moment  recollect  instances  of 
it.  i know  that  it  happened  occasionally. 

”7*4.  Did  the  difficulty  of  your  position,  arising  from  these  circumstances 
which  you  have  just  mentioned,  induce  the  necessity  of  frequently  removing 
persons  from  the  list,  and  putting  on  others  in  their  place  who  were  in  a 
state  of  greater  destitution  f-Yes,  that  was  sometimes  the  case. 

t ma-  lu  ^°U  , biquiries  and  exercise  a judgment  upon  that  subject? 

aA  the  Purt  parish  that  1 was  best  acquainted  with,  where  I lived, 

and  other  members  did  so  m their  localities,  and  we  did  so  in  committee. 

11  , io.  Have  you  reason  to  know  it,  from  their  communicating  the  result  of 
mitteeinC*UlneS  m ^ comm*ttee  * — We  always  discussed  it  together  in  com- 

• V71?'  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  of  cases  where  persons,  being 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  as  the  term  is  used,  or  being  above'  destitu- 

t 5 were  Put  on  your  list  to  the  exclusion  of  any  who  were  more  destitute  ■ 

know  the  fact  to  be  directly  contrary  to  that;  I am  sure  that  the  com- 
rr  *err  put  °n  * person  wh0  they  did  not  think  wanted  relief;  and, 
y,  am  sure,  as  far  as  I attended,  and  that  was  almost  always  when  these 
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lists  were  made,  I never  knew,  and  it  never  happened  while  I was  there,  that  a 
single  destitute  person  was  rejected  by  the  committee  while  they  could  give  him 
relief,  and  when  the  lists  were  filled  up  it  caused  a good  deal  of  trouble  to  in- 
vestigate the  circumstances,  and  if  we  found  a man  in  absolute  destitution  we 
endeavoured  to  make  way  for  him  by  removing  others.  I know  some  of  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  tenants  who  have  been  so  removed  by  his  desire,  although  we  thought 
it  was  not  fair  to  remove  them. 

11718.  Did  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  of  those  tenants  whom 
you  have  just  mentioned  ?— I had  a general  knowledge. 

11719.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  you  have  just  mentioned  -—Cottier 
tenants,  having  six  or  seven  acres  of  land  and  probably  a cow,  or  perhaps,  in 
some  cases,  they  might  have  two  cows,  and  such  cases  as  that ; I do  not  recol- 
lect at  the  moment  any  particular  instances. 

11720.  Ought  they  ever  to  have  been  on  the  list  at  all  r — It  is  my  opinion 
they  ought. 

11721.  Do  you  know  who  put  them  on  ?— To  that  question  T cannot  give  a 
simple  affirmative  answer  or  a simple  negative  ; it  requires  some  explanation. 

11722.  In  your  opinion,  and  from  the  knowledge  you  had  of  them,  do  you 
mean  to  say  that  they  were  persons  in  such  a state  of  destitution  that  they  were 
fit  objects  to  have  been  put  on  the  lists  at  all  ? — I do. 

1 1723  • Is  it  the  fact  that  when  you  were  told  there  were  more  destitute  per- 
sons, Mr.  O’Brien  himself  recommended  that  their  names  should  be  removed  ? 
— Yes,  for  a while,  not  intending,  to  be  sure,  to  exclude  them  from  relief,  but 
wait  until  application  should  be  made  for  putting  them  to  work  ; not  by  any 
means  intending  to  exclude  them  from  relief. 

11724.  Did  the  frequent  changes  which  you  were  obliged  to  make  in  the 
labour  lists  create  very  great  confusion  ?— Very  great  confusion  in  the  lists,  and 
there  were  other  circumstances  as  well  as  the  changes  which  the  committee 
were  obliged  to  make. 

1172,5.  What  were  they  ? — The  circumstance  of  having  the  men  changed 
from  one  work  to  another  by  the  overseers  or  by  the  local  engineers  without 
consulting  the  committee,  and  the  committee  not  knowing  where  they  were 
at  work  ; then  there  were  persons  put  on  the  labour  lists,  or  at  least,  sent  to 
work  by  different  persons,  independent  of  the  committee,  and  this  too  caused  a 
great  deal  of  confusion. 

11726.  Had  not  the  inspecting  officer  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  your 
committee  any  regular  lists  ? — I think  he  had  not;  I am  not  aware  that  he 
had  any  difficulty  as  to  the  lists  of  the  committee ; I suppose  they  were  sent 
to  him  when  he  applied  for  them. 

11727.  Did  you  make  them  out  to  the  best  of  your  ability? — We  did;  I 
think,  according  to  our  own  idea  of  it  at  the  time ; we  had  no  instruction  how 
to  do  it. 

1172S.  Did  different  members  of  your  committee,  yourself,  and  your  curate, 
occasionally  place  men  on  the  list,  under  the  pressure  of  circumstances,  or  put 
them  on  the  works,  without  applying  to  the  remainder  of  the  committee  as  a 
committee  r — I put  them  on  as  often  as  I could ; and  I was  very  sorry  I could 
not  put  more  on,  for  I knew  they  wanted  it. 

1 1 729.  You  did  so  ? — Yes. 

1 1 730.  Did  other  members  of  the  committee  ? — I think  so. 

1 1 731  - How  did  they  put  them  on? — They  were  taken  sometimes  by  the 
local  engineer,  and  the  overseers  sometimes,  and  in  some  instances  the 
stewards  and  check  clerks.  Whenever  I got  an  opportunity  I put  persons  on 
the  relief  works  who  wanted  relief. 

1 1 732-  W'ere  you  very  urgent  in  such  cases  to  get  them  put  on? — Yes,  in 
some  instances. 

1 1 733*  Kd  they  comply  ? — Not  very  often. 

. 1 1 734-  Could  the  men  be  put  on  without  their  consent  ? — Some  were  put  on 
"Without  their  consent,  and  without  their  knowledge. 

11 735-  Where  was  that? — I do  not  know;  they  were  taken  by  the  check 
clerks  and  stewards. 

11 736.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien .]  They  went  on  the  works? — In  some  instances 
the  persons  themselves  went,  and  ran  the  chance;  they  remained  on  the 
■works  for  some  days,  and  by-and-by  they  were  received  by  the  check  clerks, 
and  they  were  paid  without  any  recommendation  at  all. 

°*i°5-  4H  H737-  Chairman.'] 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 
17  June  1847. 
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11737.  Chairman.'}  It  could  not  be  without  the  consent  of  some  officer  of 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — It  could  not. 

11738.  Were  not  the  check  clerks  and  stewards  persons  from  the  same 
locality  ? — The  stewards,  I think,  generally  were ; the  check  clerks  were  not 
always  from  the  same  locality. 

11739.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  The  stewards  were  invariably  ? — I do  not  say 
invariably,  but  most  generally. 

1 1 740.  Can  you  name  any  case  in  which  there  was  a steward  appointed  who 
was  not  resident  in  the  locality? — Indeed,  I do  not  now-  recollect,  but  I know 
very  well  that  there  are  some  such  cases. 

1 1 741 . You  cannot  name  any  now  ? — No,  not  at  the  present  moment. 

1 1 742.  The  practice  was  very  general  of  appointing  stewards  from  the  people 
resident  there  ? — Yes. 

11743.  Insomuch  that  exceptions  were  very  rare? — I think  so,  if  not  in  the 
immediate  locality,  at  least  within  a very  few  miles  of  it,  the  overseers  were 
generally  not  from  the  same  immediate  locality. 

1 1 744.  Chairman.]  Could  the  labourers  have  got  on  the  works  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  the  overseers  i — Indeed  I think  they  could,  unless  he 
was  from  the  immediate  localhy. 

1 1 745.  Were  the  overseers  or  check  clerks  recommended  by  the  committee? 
— I do  not  know  that  they  were  often ; I think  they  were  very  seldom  recom- 
mended by  it  as  a constituted  body,  but  they  were  often  recommended  by 
individual  members  of  the  committee. 

11746.  Mr . Solicitor-General.]  For  instance,  yourself  ? — Yes. 

1 1 747.  Chairman^]  If  so  many  gentlemen  endeavoured  to  get  persons  on 
without  regular  lists,  and  if  even  the  check  clerks  and  overseers  admitted  others 
without  any  authority  to  do  so,  did  not  that  render  the  confusion  a great  deal 
worse  ? — Yes. 

11748.  Did  it  not  render  it  almost  impossible  for  the  officers  to  exercise  due 
supervision  and  vigilance  ? — So  far  as  that  I paid  attention  more  to  my  own 
part  of  the  business  than  theirs,  and  I do  not  know  the  extent  of  their  duty. 

1 1 749.  Did  it  not  render  your  duties  much  more  difficult  ? — Certainly. 

1 1750.  And  must  it  not  have  rendered  the  duties  of  the  inspecting  officers 
still  more  difficult? — Indeed  I think  so. 

117.51.  If  the  people  were  put  on  irregularly,  would  they  appear  on  the 
committee’s  register  or  the  committee  list  ? — In  order  to  answer  that  question, 
I hope  the  committee  will  be  pleased  to  allow  me  to  explain  in  a very  few 
words  ; the  first  list  given  in  by  the  committee  was  drawn  up  by  themselves  in 
committee  and  given  in. 

11752.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  That  was  the  first  list? — The  first  list  for 
work ; I believe  it  was  Captain  Wynne  who  wrote  to  have  the  lists  revised. 

1 1 753-  Chairman .]  Who  was  the  first  list  delivered  in  to  ? — I think  to  Lieu- 
tenant Baillie. 

1 1 754.  Had  you  any  form  to  go  by  when  you  sent  that  first  list  in? — Indeed 
I do  not  well  recollect ; I think  we  had. 

11 755-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Sent  you  from  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  or  made  by  yourself? — I cannot  say  indeed  ; I think  there  were  printed 
forins  sent  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works ; I have  not  a distinct  recol- 
lection about  it  either  way. 

1.1756.  Chairman .’]  Will  you  proceed  with  your  explanation? — And  on 
revising  the  lists  it  was  difficult  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as  each  member  of  the 
committee  had  his  own  avocations  to  attend  to,  being  principally  farmers  and 
gentlemen  in  business  ; my  business  was  increasing  in  proportion  as  the  desti- 
tution increased,  and  I could  not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

11 757*  Why  did  you  not  increase  the  numbers  of  your  committee  under 
those  circumstances  1 — I do  not  think  there  were  many  persons  living  in  the 
locality  whom  it  would  have  been  advisable  to  place  upon  the  committee  who 
were  hot  already  upon  it. 

1 1758-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Any? — Ido  not  know  that  there  were  even  any. 

1 1 759 • Chairman .]  Will  you  proceed  ?— The  secretary  had  not  much  local 
knowledge ; he  had  of  some  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property,  and  some  of  Major 
Macnamara  s property,  but  he  had  not  a very  correct  knowledge  of  the 
entire  district,  and  very  little  knowledge  of  some  part  of  it.  We  could  not 
make  up  or  revise  the  fists,  and  what  we  had  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  overseers 
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and  copy  out  tlieir  lists,  and  send  the  lists . thus  copied  to  Captain  Wynne- 
it  was  not  a regular  list  retised  in  committee ; they  had  not  time  to  attend 
to  it ; no  person  could  take  upon  himself  tile  responsibility  of  going  through 
the  parish,  or  devoting  so  much  of  his  time  to  it.  0 

11760.  Mr.  Solicito, -General.']  Was  Captain  Wynne  to  make  out  from 
this  copy  of  the  overseers’  lists,  such  persons  as  ought  to  be  upon  the  relief 
lists  ?— I do  not  know  that  there  was  much  difficulty,  so  far,  I do  not  know 
that  there  were  any  improper  objects  in  the  lists. 

11761.  Was  that  the  fact? — It  was. 

11762.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  you  draw  out  the  list  for  Captain  Wynne 
in  consequence  of  the  committee  not  meeting  to  revise  those  lists  ?— Yes 

11763.  The  committee  did  not  meet,  and  the  secretary  had  to  apply  to  the 
overseers  to  make  out  the  lists  ? — The  committee  met,  but  had  not  time  to 
do  it. 

1 1 764.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  the  secretary  a young  or  an  old  man  2 
— A young  man. 

11765.  Was  he  himself  a native  of  that  part  of  the  country  ?— I could  not 
say  that  he  was  a native. 

1 1766.  A resident  ? — His  father  is  resident. 

11767.  Did  he  himself,  though  he  might  know  about  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major 
Macnamara’s  people,  know  nothing  about  the  people  of  the  district  generally  ? 
— He  did  not  know  much. 

11768.  Would  not,  therefore,  his  ignorance  of  the  persons,  who  were  on 
the  overseers’  lists  be  likely  enough  to  mislead  Captain  Wynne  ?— Certainly,  in 
other  cases  he  would  not  he  capable  of  judging. 

11769.  Chairman.]  Where  did  he  live?— He  generally  lived  in  Dublin,  but 
he  became  very  delicate  in  health,  and  for  the  improvement  of  his  health  he 
stopped  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s. 

11770.  Is  that  Mr.  Higgins? — It  is,  and  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s  request  he  acted 
gratuitously  as  secretary  to  the  relief  committee  of  Liscannor. 

11771.  Was  there  not,  in  the  lists  you  made  before  you,  a column  for  the 
townland,  and  a column  for  the  age  and  number  of  family,  and  quantity  of 
acres  any  person  held  ? — Yes. 

11772.  Who  filled  up  these  columns,  and  from  what  information  ?— In  the 
first  list  to  which  I alluded,  in  the  preceding  part  of  my  evidence,  the  informa- 
tion was  supplied  by  the  committee. 

11773.  Were  those  the  first  lists  that  were  sent  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works  ? — I do  not  know,  but  I know  the  lists  sent  to  Captain  Wynne 
were  not  the  first  lists  made  out  by  the  committee. 

11774.  Was  the  first  list  not  only  made  out  but  sent  to  Lieutenant  Baillie, 
or  some  governing  officer  ? — I do  know  that : Lieutenant  Baillie  attended  him- 
self at  the  committee,  and  made  out  the  list  with  the  committee ; whether  he 
took  a copy  with  him  I cannot  say. 

11775.  Lieutenant  Baillie  gave  assistance  and  aid  to  the  committee  in  the 
duties  they  had  to  perform  of  making  out  the  list  ? — He  did. 

11776.  Did  he  give  them  instructions  how  to  proceed,  and  co-operate  with 
them?— I believe  so,  so  far  as  practicable;  they  formed  the  list  with  his 
assistance,  in  committee. 

1 1 777*  Did  you  find  his  attendance  in  committee  a great  assistance  ? — I was 
not  in  committee  that  day. 

11778.  Did  he  only  attend  one  day? — I cannot  say,  hut  he  attended  two 
days  successively  at  the  time,  but  I am  not  quite  sure.  I was  not  at  home 
that  week,  but  I know  lie  attended  the  committee  and  formed  the  lists  with  the 
committee. 

ii?79-  You  never  met  him  there? — Not  in  committee. 

H780.  Did  the  committee,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  recommend  a person  for 
employment  who  held  25  acres  of  land  and  13  head  of  cattle,  of  the  name  of 
Daniel  Neylan  ? — I do  not  know  that  Daniel  Neylan  was  recommended  for 
work,  so  far  as  I am  concerned ; I do  not  recollect  his  name  being  mentioned. 

1 1781.  Do  you  know  whether  Daniel  Neylan  was  ever  put  on  the  list,  so  far 
as  you  are  aware  ? — I do  not  know  that  he  was,  but  I afterwards  heard  some- 
thing about  it ; but  I believe  I could  not  state  it  in  evidence,  as  I do  not  know 
it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

°-105.  4 H 2 11782.  Is 
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11782.  Is  he  one  of  your  flock  ? — He  is. 

1 1 783.  Is  he  the  man  who  is  driver  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  and  who  had  the 
altercation  with  Mr.  O’Brien? — Yes. 

11784.  Do  you  know  anything  of  his  circumstances,  whether  he  was  in  des- 
titution ? — I had  not  a very  good  knowledge  of  Daniel  Neylan’s  circumstances 
up  to  the  time  of  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  hut  I was  under  the  impres- 
sion before  that,  that  Neylan  was  a poor  man ; he  is  a man  of  a long  family, 
and  I dare  say,  had  the  application  been  made  in  my  presence  before  that,  I 
would  not  have  opposed  it,  nor  do  I suppose  I should  have  opposed  him  after- 
wards, inasmuch  as  he  had  taken  an  active  part  in  that  investigation. 

11785.  Would  that  prevent  you  opposing  him? — I do  not  know  that  I 
would  oppose  him. 

1 1 786.  Supposing  you  had  known  that  he  had  25  acres  of  land,  and  13  head 
of  cattle,  would  you  not  think  that  a sufficient  reason  to  oppose  his  being  put 
on  ? — I should  not  vote,  in  any  instance  of  a person  who  had  brought  charges 
against  a body  of  which  I was  a member,  even  though  there  may  be  an  abuse 
in  the  case ; I would  be  determined  to  remain  silent,  and  not  vote  for  either 
side. 

11787.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  not  consider  it  would  have  been 
your  duty,  as  a member  of  the  committee,  to  take  such  a man’s  name  off  the 
list  ? — Under  other  circumstances,  I would  consider  it  my  duty ; but  under 
the  circumstances  of  Daniel  Neylan  I would  not  consider  it  my  duty. 

11788.  Chairman .]  You  state  your  feeling  to  be  that,  rather  than  undergo 
the  imputation  of  excluding  a person  who  made  charges  against  the  committee, 
you  would  fall  into  the  other  fault,  and  let  an  improper  person  be  put  on  ?•— I 
would  when  the  charges  affected  myself. 

11789.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  rest  of  the 
committee? — I do  not  think  that  the  committee  intended  to  recommend 
Daniel  Neylan  for  work  ; but  I think  the  secretary  of  the  committee  will  be 
able  to  explain  how  it  was. 

11790.  Chairman .]  When  the  Relief  Act  came  into  operation  was  there  any 
provision  for  the  rent  of  a committee  room,  or  the  payment  of  any  person 
employed  by  the  committee  ? — No ; I am  not  aware  that  there  was ; we  had 
no  committee  room. 

1 1 791.  Was  any  stationery  supplied  ? — No. 

1 1 792.  Or  lights  ?— No. 

1 1 793*  Of  any  other  of  the  incidents  of  the  office  ? — No  ; we  had  to  supply 
ourselves. 

11794.  Did  you,  in  the  absence  of  such  accommodation,  give  the  use  of  your 
house  for  a time  ? — I did. 

11 795*  For  how  long? — -Well,  indeed  I do  not  exactly  recollect;  I believe  it 
was  from  the  commencement,  some  time  in  October,  up  to  January. 

1 1796*  Had  the  committee  the  privilege  of  meeting  in  your  house? — Yes. 

11797.  Was  that  to  your  inconvenience  and  loss? — To  my  loss,  not  to  my 
inconvenience,  as  I did  not  live  there. 

1 1 798.  How  to  your  loss  ? — The  house  was  damaged  very  much. 

11 799*  How? — The  doors  and  windows  and  staircase  were  broken. 

11800.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  the  concourse  of  people  attending  as  appli- 
cants?—-From  the  great  pressure  of  the  people. 

11801.  Who  attended  the  committee-room  for  the  purpose  of  pressing  their 
claims  for  work  ? — Exactly. 

1 1 802.  Was  your  house  so  much  damaged  that  they  had  to  look  out  for  another 
place?— Yes;  they  had  to  look  out  for  another  place;  and  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
request  they  got  a house  in  the  village. 

11803.  Did  they  rent  it  or  borrow  it? — I believe  they  were  allowed  to  attend 
gratis,  the  same  as  in  my  own. 

1 1 804.  Was  that  Mr.  Lysight’s  house  in  Liscannor  ? — Yes. 

1 1 805.  As  there  were  no  funds  for  the  payment  of  your  secretary,  did  any 

person  induce  a gentleman  to  attend  gratuitously? Yes  ; Mr.  O’Brien  induced 

Mr.  Higgins  to  attend  as  secretary. 

11806.  Did  he  attend  the  whole  of  the  time,  from  the  beginning  up  to  the 
month  of  March  ? — He  did. 

11807.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Was  that  an  exception  to  the  ordinary  course,  or  was 
there  any  case  in  which  a secretary  was  paid  for  his  attendance  on  committees. 
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or  where  rooms  were  paid  for? — I know  the  secretary  of  the  general  committee 
for  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  was  paid  last  year ; I can  know  no  more  than  by 
hearsay  ; and  I heard  that  he  was  paid  this  year. 

11808.  Chairman.]  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Higgins  performed  his  duties  as  secretary  ? — I had,  indeeed ; and  I think  he 
did  so  efficiently. 

11S09.  Was  he  industrious? — Very  industrious. 

n 810.  Was  he  constant  in  attendance? — He  was. 

11811.  Did  he  exercise  the  best  means  in  his  power  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of 
the  office?— I think  he  did. 

11S12.  Did  he  give  himself  any  trouble  to  make  investigations  into  the  circum- 
stances of  persons  who  made  claims  ?—  He  did,  although  that  was  not  in  his  pro- 
vince ; it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee. 

1 1 S 1 3.  If  the  committee  were  absent,  did  he  endeavour  to  supply  that  want? 
— So  far  as  he  could  supply  it. 

11814.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  that  far,  on  account  of  his  ignorance  of 
the  locality? — In  other  localities;  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  and  the  nearest  part  of  Major 
Macnamara’s,  and,  I believe,  of  Dean  Stackpoole's,  he  knew  something  of  it. 

11  Si 5.  Chairman.]  Did  you  and  your  curate  give  every  information  to  the 
committee  as  to  the  condition  of  the  persons  in  your  parish  who  applied  ? — We 
did. 

11S16.  Did  they  act.  upon  such  information? — Very  generally;  they  almost 
always  acted  upon  the  information  we  supplied  ; aud  there  were  some  members  of 
the  committee  who  had  a pretty  good  knowledge  of  the  western  townlands,  in 
the  eastern  parish,  and  they  need  not  rely  upon  our  own  information,  we  some- 
times consulted  them ; but  in  the  eastern  part  of  it,  they  relied  entirely  upon  the 
information  which  we  gave. 

11817.  If  any  gentleman,  from  the  immediate  locality  of  any  number  of  appli- 
cants, happened  to  be  absent  when  they  made  their  application,  could  you  rely 
upon  the  information  obtained  from  the  applicants  themselves? — Indeed  I do  not 
think  it  could  be  generally  relied  on. 

11818.  Were  the  persons  who  were  applicants  for  relief  in  the  habit  of  deceiv- 
ing the  committee  ? — There  were  a great  many  instances  of  that. 

"11819.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman,  interfere  at  all  with  your  judgment, 
or  your  report  of  the  circumstances  ? — He  especially  never  interfered  in  the  eastern 
parish,  he  left  all  to  me. 

11820.  Why  did  he  do  that  ?— I cannot  exactly  state  his  motive,  though  I 
thought  it  was  because  he  had  some  tenants ; and  though  they  were  his  tenants, 
it  was  a place  he  did  not  know  much  about,  and  he  left  it  entirely  to  me  to 
manage. 

11821.  You  having  more  local  knowledge? — Yes. 

11822.  You  live  in  the  parish? — I do. 

11823.  And  in  exercising  the  duties  of  your  sacred  office  you  know  a great 
many  of  the  persons  ? — Yes  ; I have  many  opportunities  of  seeing  them. 

11824.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  that  parish? — 
I did. 

11825.  In  what  condition  were  they? — They  are  almost  all  destitute.  I do 
not  know  one  that  I could  exclude  from  relief. 

11826.  Were  they  all  on  the  lists  ?•— I know  that  I recommended  a person  from 
•every  family  of  them. 

11827.  Chairman.]  From  your  knowledge  and  belief  of  their  state  of  destitu- 
tion ? — Yes. 

11828.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  many  persons  might  be  upon  the  lists  of 
Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  that  district? — I cannot  answer  that ; Ido 
not  know  how  manv ; but  I know  there  were  some  very  large  families  that  I 
recommended  two  persons  from ; and  when  the  pressure  became  very  great 
there,  I put  on  a third  person,  when  I could  afford  it,  where  there  were  10  or  11 
in  number. 

11829.  How  do  you  mean,  when  you  could  afford  it  for  them? — When  the 
steward  and  check  clerk  would  take  them  from  me. 

tiS30.  Chairman.]  Did  you  endeavour  to  put  a great  many  destitute  on,  with- 
out much  regard  to  regularity  ? — I promise  you  I did. 

H831.  Did  you  ever  attempt  to  get  a person  on  the  works  who  was  not  desti- 
tute ? — -Never. 

0.105.  4H3  11832.  Mr. 
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Hev.  T.  Shannon.  11832.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  sort  of  tenants  are  those  you  have  hPPn 
’ speaking  of ; what  do  they  hold  ? — They  hold  some  laud,  some  of  them  j 
17  June  1847,  others  hold  no  land,  who  are  not  tenants  exactly  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  but  who  f 
upon  the  land,  who  have  no  tenure  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  but  have  a house  ands  ^ 
land,  say  a garden,  from  some  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants.  e 

11833.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  the  houses  of  Mr.  O’Briens  tenants  very  com 
fortable,  and  do  they  form  a great  contrast  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood  ? 
Not  on  the  farm  in  my  immediate  neighbourhood,  indeed. 

1 1834.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  Flow  many  parishes  did  this  relief  committee 
consist  of? — Two  parishes. 

11835.  Are  the  Roman-catholics  and  Protestants  co-terminus  there  ?— In  the 
Protestant  division  of  it  the  parishes  of  Ennistimon,  Liscannor,  Killispualinane 
and  Cl  linen,  are  all  included,  I think,  in  the  living,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty  is 
the  Protestant  clergyman. 

11836.  How  are  the  bounds  of  the  relief  committee  struck  out  ?— -They  were 
struck  out,  I believe,  by  including  two  parishes  according,  I think,  to  the  bounda- 
ries laid  down  by  the  Ordnance  survey. 

1 1 837.  According  to  the  parishes  of  the  Established  Church  ?—' Yes. 

11S38.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Is  the  Ordnance  survey  by  the  Protestant  divi- 
sion ? — I am  aware  of  it,  but  I was  asked  about  the  terminus  of  the  Protestant 
clergyman’s  living. 

11839.  Chairman. J Did  you  know  Major  Macnamara’s  property  and  his 

tenants  on  his  property  ?— Yes,  I do  know  them. 

11840.  In  what  condition  were  they  ? — They  are,  I may  say,  in  the  same  con- 
dition. 

11841.  Do  you  know  how  many  tenants  he  had  ? — I do  not. 

1 1842.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  look  at  a list  which  has  been  put  in  by 
Mr.  Gamble  in  answer  to  question  5049,  headed  “ R eturn  of  freeholders  placed 
on  the  relief  lists  by  tlie  Liscannor  relief  committee,  from  the  townland  of  Bally- 
vrislane,  the  property  of  Major  Macnamara do  you  know  every  individual  in 
the  list  ? — Every  individual. 

11843.  Hugh  Clare  is  the  first  name;  in  what  condition  of  life  is  he? — Avery 
poor  man. 

. 1 1 S44-  What  do  you  say  of  the  next  one,  Thomas  Clare  (widow)  ?— She  is 
in  extreme  destitution. 

1 1 845.  And  what  is  the  son  ? — Her  son  lives  with  her. 

. 1 1 ^46.  Is  she  the  occupant  of  the  house  ? — She  is,  and  her  son  is  on  the  list, 
instead  of  going  to  work  herself,  her  son  represents  her  on  the  list. 

11S47.  What  do  you  say  to  John  Dunleary  ?— He  has  more  land  and  some 
stock,  but  he  is  a man  in  very  great  want ; he  has  13  in  family,  and  by  the  entire 
committee  pronounced  to  be  in  great  want;  there  was  not  a dissentient  voice  on 
it ; all  Ins  land  is  bog. 

11848.  Who  is  the  next  person,  Tim  Flanagan  ? — In  somewhat  better  circum- 
stances, oecause  his  family  is  not  so  large  ; they  might  be  considered  the  same; 

1 is  not  so  large  as  the  other,  but  it  is  not  a case  that  any  person  could  remove 
Irom  the  labour  list,  because,  during  the  winter  season,  he  could  not  dispose  of 
Jiis  winter  stock,  and  were  he  to  kill  the  stock  and  eat  it  all  it  would  not  support 
him  two  months. 


11849.  Will  you  look  at  the  next  person,  John  Higgins? — He  is  a miserable 
creature.  I do  not  know  that  he  has  any  land. 

11850.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Is  he  a freeholder  ?— There  is  no  man  of  the 
ame  0^  ‘Sjpns  in  Ballyvrislane  but  one,  and  he  is  wretchedly  poor. 
ii80i.  Chairman.]  Has  he  10  acres  of  land?— I do  not  know  how  much,  but 
he  has  not  much. 

nexYto  Du^ry80"  °f  ’ani  “ ‘‘?~H'S  land’  if  lie  Ilas  ***  is  the  veI7  woret’ 

steward^’im'i?  I™  fay-l°  the  uext’  Thomas  Kinnane  ?-He  was  appointed  a 
“ "0,k5;  « 18  a TCry  poor  man  ; and  as  for  Michael  Kinnane  and 

■Pat  Kinnane  they  are  still  worse  than  Tom 

Mr-  Solicitor -General]  Are  those  freeholders  in  your  district  ?-I  do 

Stances  kn°wIedSe-  I know  Kinnane  well,  and  I know  the  circum- 

stances  or  that  family  to  be  even  harassing 

knowledge.^  freeholders  ?~I  do  "ot'know  ; I cannot  tell  you  from  my  own 

11856.  Chairman .] 
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11856.  Chairman .]  Do  you  interfere  to  take  any  part  in  the  political  contro- 
versies"of  that  district  ? — Very  seldom. 

I1S57.  Have  you  had  your  attention  called  to  the  question  of  who  were  or 
who  were  not  put  on  the  list  of  freeholders? — I heard  it  mooted  occasionallv,  but 
the  committee  did  not  consider,  and  they  could  not,  I think,  consider,  that  having 
registered  a vote  some  two  or  three  years  ago  could  be  at  all  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  forming  the  labour  list  now,  because  some  persons  who  had  some  land 
and  had  an  interest  in  it  then,  when  the  potatoe  crop  failed,  had  no  longer  any 

interest  in  the  land. 

11S5S.  If  you  look  to  question  5049  you  will  see  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Gamble 
there,  “ I produce  a list  of  freeholders  as  returned  in  the  registry  for  the  towns- 
land  Ballyvnslane,  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara,  in  October  1846  and  January 
1S47.”  If  that  list  is  correct,  how  could  the  persons  in  this  state  of  destitution 
you  describe  be  upon  the  list? — I cannot  answer  the  question  more  than  that  T 
'do  not  know  whether  they  are  freeholders  or  not;  all  I am  certain  of  is,  that  they 
are  miserably  off ; so  much  so  that  I know,  in  some  of  the  instances  before  me, 
their  very  wearables  were  in  the  pawn  office  for  their  support. 

11859.  Do  you  know  whether  the  list  for  that  district  handed  in  for  October 
1846  and  January  1847,  was  a mere  renewal  list  of  a former  list,  in  which  the 
freeholders  did  not  appear,  but  were  merely  handed  in  in  the  former  list  ? — I 
really  do  not  know  ; and  as  I have  already  stated  in  evidence,  I do  not  know 
much  about  the  registry  of  freeholders. 

11860.  Whether  they  are  registered  or  not,  or  whether  it  is  a new  registry 
or  a re-registry,  do  you  state  from  a knowledge  of  their  circumstances  that  these 
men  were  all  in  a state  of  destitution  fitting  to  be  put  upon  the  works  ? — All 
destitute  or  verging  on  a state  of  destitution,  and  fit  to  be  put  on  the  works ; 

I state  that  positively. 

11S61.  And  do  you  give  that  answer,  even  though  some  of  them  had  land  and 
cattle? — I do. 

11862.  Is  the  land  of  a very  poor  description? — Most  of  the  land  *,  there  is 
some  that  is  not  poor,  but  most  of  it  is  very  bad  land. 

11863.  Mr.  TV.  IVilliams.]  Supposing  those  persons  were  not  placed  on  the 
works,  is  it  your  opinion  that  their  families  would  have  been  exposed  to  starva- 
tion?— It  is;  and  even  having  some  of  their  families  on  the  works,  it  is  my 
opinion  they  suffered  from  it. 

11864.  Did  any  members  of  the  family  suffer,  to  the  extent  of  starvation  ? — 
They  suffered  from  hunger. 

11865.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  in  such  a poor  condition 
that  they  were  manifestly  incapable  of  paying  any  rent  at  all? — I really  do  not 
know  as  regards  the  rents. 

11866.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Was  there  any  means  taken  by  the  landlords  or  their 
agents,  as  their  representatives  in  that  relief  committee,  to  meet  the  destitution 
by  any  means,  except  by  putting  the  men  on  the  public  works ; was  there  any 
collection  for  meal,  or  any  other  means  taken? — Indeed  there  was  no  collection 
made ; in  the  commencement  the  committee  discussed  that  question,  and  they 
saw  very  great  difficulties.  Mr.  O’Brien,  shortly  after  he  arrived  in  London, 
wrote  home  and  desired  it  should  be  done,  and  put  his  name  down  for  25 1.\  I 
had  the'honour  of  receiving  a letter  from  him  to  that  effect.  It  was  discussed  in 
committee. 

11867.  When  was  that? — The  exact  date  I forget;  but  it  was  shortly  after 
Mr.  O’Brien  came  to  London,  I believe  in  January;  the  committee  saw  very 
great  difficulties  in  that,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  expect  contributions  from 
some  of  the  non-resident  gentry,  and  we  considered  it  would  be  a great  griev- 
ance upon  the  resident  proprietors,  who  were  relieving  the  poor  at  home,  to  bn 
obliged  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  persons  residing  on  the  properties  of  non- 
resident gentry  who  would  give  nothing  to  relieve  them.  That  was  one  of  the 
great  reasons  that  the  committee  hesitated  in  making  subscriptions. 

. 11868.  You  considered  it  hopeless  applying  to  the  non-residents  ? — In  some 
instances  we  did. 


11870.  Chairman.']  Have  you  the  means  of  knowing  whether  Mr.  O’BrienJs 
tenants  in  your  district  were  in  circumstances  such  as  would  enable  them  to  pay 
°.105.  4 h 4 rent 
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ttev.  T.  Shannon,  rent  at  all  for  their  occupations  ? — I know  them  very  well,  and  I know  that  the 

greater  part  of  them,  if  not  all,  have  paid  no  rents  for  the  last  18  months,  and 

17  June  1847.  that  some  owe  two  years’  rent  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

11871.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Which  tenants? — His  tenants  in  Carhuduff 
in  my  neighbourhood. 

11872.  Chairman.']  Will  you  state  who  are,  to  your  knowledge,  in  such  a state 
of  destitution  that  they  are  two  years  in  arrear  of  rent  over  and  above  the  other 
circumstances  you  have  mentioned  ? — I think  for  the  most  part  they  owe  two 
years’  rent. 

11873.  How  many  could  you  speak  to  as  being  two  years’  rent  in  arrear?— 
I have  not  spoken  to  every  individual  of  them,  nor  have  they  spoken  to  me  on 
that  particular  subject,  but  a good  many  of  them  have  spoken  to  me. 

1 1874.  About  how  many? — I dare  say  about  nine  or  10  of  them  spoke  person- 
ally to  me  on  the  subject,  and  I know  from  their  condition  and  from  the  condition 
of  others,  it  must  be  the  fact,  and  those  persons  who  spoke  to  me  told  me  it  was 
not  their  case  alone,  but  the  case  of  the  whole  farm. 

11875.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  those  persons  at  the  time  desiring  to  get 
upon  the  relief  works  ? — In  some  instances  they  were  and  in  some  instances  thev 
were  not. 

11876.  You  told  us  you  could  not  well  rely  upon  the  evidence  of  persons  who 
wanted  to  get  upon  the  relief  works  ? — In  their  own  case. 

11877.  Were  you  not  speaking  of  their  own  case? — Yes;  but  I never  form  a 
decision  from  what  I hear  from  Ihe  individual  himself  regarding  himself;  but 
when  I hear  it  from  himself,  and  if  I hear  it  from  another  and  another  again,  then 
1 rely  upon  what  lie  told  me.  I have  been  in  constant  communication  with  those 
persons,  and  my  own  brother  lives  in  the  place,  who,  I know  well,  is  a year  and  a 
half  or  two  years’  rent  in  arrear  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  he  has  spoken  to  me  confi- 
dentially. I have  a good  deal  of  information  from  him  about  such  matters  without 
letting  him  know  at  the  time  that  I had  the  information  in  any  other  way. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  took  the  Chair yiro.  tern. 


11878.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Do  you  think  a person  in  those  circumstances 
would  very  likely  give  evidence  in  favour  of  his  neighbour,  hoping  that  his  neigh- 
bour would  give  similar  evidence  in  his  favour  ? — I have  no  doubt  in  the  world 
that  would  take  place  if  a person  did  not  take  precaution  ; if  a person  were  to 
make  inquiries,  and  say  to  a person  applying  for  work,  “ docs  he  want  it  ?”  I have 
110  doubt  the  answer  would  be  such  as  the  Honourable  Member  suggests,  but  the 
information  I rely  upon  is  not  that  which  I get  in  that  way  ; it  is  information  that  I 
received  regarding  individuals  when  there  was  no  question  about  employing  them 
at  the  time,  for  I do  not  let  a person  know  what  my  object  is  in  making  the 
inquiry. 

T.iSy g.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  That  course  you  adopted,  as  finding  it  more 
efficacious  in  eliciting  the  truth  ? — I do,  a great  deal. 

11880.  Mr.  Bellezv.]  Has  the  county  cess  been  paid  in  your  district  during  the 
last  half  year  r — Yes,  1 believe  so;  I know  I paid  it  myself  for  the  last  year; 
but  who  have  paid  and  who  have  not  paid  I cannot  tell. 

11881.  Do  you  think  it  was  paid  generally  ? — Really  I cannot  answer  that 
question.  J J 

tvt  1-1  ^ t*2"  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  whether  the  large  tenants  on 
Major  Macnamara’s  property  are  in  arrear  of  rent?— I believe  the  large  tenants 
do  pay  their  rents ; he  has  some  who  pay  him  very  large  rents  : I should  suppose 
they  pay.  r J : c 

11883.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Those  persons  would  not  be  prevented  paying  their 

rents  in  consequence  of  the  potatoe  disease  ? — I know  that  Major  Macnaniara 
has  some  tenants,  who  I do  not  think  would  be  prevented  paying  their  rents  by 
it;  1 know  very  well  it  pressed  very  heavily  upon  the  poor  cottier  tenant,  who 

would  be  looking  for.  relief. 

!i884.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Have  the  larger  tenants  cottier  tenants  under  them?— 
1 believe  so. 


11885.  They  would  be  affected,  of  course  ?— Yes. 

11886.  Sir  J.  TValsh.]  What  do  you  call  a large  tenant ; what  amount  of  rent 
would  constitute  a large  tenant?— I cannot  give  a definite  idea  of  that. 

11887.  Chairman.]  I ain  desired  to  ask  you  what  rent  by  the  year?— When 
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I say  a large  tenant  would  not  be  prevented  from  paying  his  rent  by  the  failure 
of  the  potatoe  crop,  I mean  persons  paying  a very  large  rent,  100  or  200  or 
300/.  a year;  but  those  who  pay  from  60/.  to  100  /.  a year,  and  less,  those  who 
hold  the  land  themselves  in  their  own  hands,  and  who  depend  so  much  for  the 
payment  of  the  rent  on  the  potatoe  crop,  and  upon  pigs,  and  so  on,  must  be  mate- 
rially affected  by  the  failure  of  the  potatoe  crop. 

118S8.  Sir  J.  Jf'alsh.]  When  you  speak  of  large  tenants,  do  you  speak  of 
tenants  occupying  the  whole  of  the  ground  themselves,  or  tenants  who  have 
tenants  under  them  ?— When  I said  large  tenants  would  not  be  affected  by  the 
failure  of  the  potatoe  crop,  I do  not  mean  those  who  would  hold  the  quantity  of 
land  they  held  in  their  own  hands. 

1 1889.  ^ou  speak  ot  the  middleman  r — Yes ; and  I beg  to  correct  that  expres- 
sion when  I say  they  would  not  be  prevented  from  paying  their  rents.  I merely 
spoke  of  it  as  regards  one  gale  or  two  gales  of  rent ; I did  not  mean  to  say  that 
they  would  continue  afterwards  to  pay  it. 

11890.  What  is  the  general  manner  of  holding  a large  holding  by  an  occupy- 
ing tenant  in  your  district;  I am  not  speaking  of  the  middleman,  but  whether 
you  know  a large  occupant  of  acreage  which  anWupying  tenant  holds  in  your  dis- 
trict?—I think  in  general  in  my  district  the  holdings  vary  from  seven  to  15, 
a few  of  them  have  20  acres,  and  some  of  them  30  acres,  but  those  are  very  few. 

11891.  The  largest  occupying  tenant  would  not  probably  hold  more  than  30 
acres? — I think  there  are  very  few  who  hold  that. 

11892.  You  consider  that,  upon  the  whole,  that  would  be  the  largest  taking? 
— Yes. 

11893.  You  mean  Irish  acres,  of  course? — I do  not  very  well  know  the  differ- 
ence between  Irish  acres  and  English  acres. 

11894.  You  mean  the  plantation  acres  ? — Yes. 

ijSo.5-  What  is  the  amount  of  rent  that  the  largest  occupying  tenant  would 
pay? — It  is  generally  set  by  the  acre,  from  1/.  to  2 1.  and  2 1.  10 s. 

1189b.  Do  you  know,  in  point  of  fact,  the  largest  amount  of  rent  paid  by 
tenants? — Indeed  I do  not,  for  I have  no  very  correct  information  upon  that 
subject. 

11S97.  You  must  generally  be  aware,  I think,  of  the  amount  of  a large  hold- 
ing ? — I may  have  a general  idea  of  it,  no  more. 

11898.  Mr.  Bellezc^]  Would  a tenant  holding  30  acres  of  land,  and  letting  off 
a portion  of  it  for  potatoes,  be  able  to  pay  his  rent  this  year  ? — I think  for  the 
most  part  the  rents  will  be  unpaid. 

11899.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  know  a man  of  the  name 
of  O’Lochlin,  both  deaf  and  dumb? — I do. 

11900.  Did  he  live  in  the  parish  in  March  last,  or  about  that  time? — He 
generally  stops  in  the  parish,  but  he  has  no  residence  of  his  own. 

11901.  Where  was  he  employed  at  that  time? — I know  he  was  first  employed 
at  the  parish  of  Kilshanny,  up  to  what  period  I do  not  exactly  know,  when  he 
was  dismissed  there,  011  the  ground  that  he  belonged  more  to  the  parish  of 
Killispuglinane. 

11902.  Killispuglinane  is  in  the  Liscannor  district? — Yes;  on  my  recommen- 
dation he  was  taken  by  the  stewards  and  check  clerks,  and  was  at  work  four  or 
five  weeks. 

11903.  On  "’hat  works? — I believe  on  the  Moymore  road,  in  the  district  of 
Liscannor ; on  the  revision  and  arrangement  of  the  lists  by  Captain  Gordon  he 
"as  thrown  out  of  employment  as  not  being  upon  the  list,  and  he  was  teazing 
the  stewards,  and  check  clerks,  and  annoying  me,  and  annoying  every  one. 

11904.  In  Liscannor? — Yes,  the  eastern  parish,  included  in  the  district  the 
parish  of  Killispuglinane ; I was  really  afraid  he  would  kick  up  a row  and  cause 
some  disturbance,  and  having  met  one  of  the  stewards,  who  spoke  to  me  in  a jocose 
"ay,  saying  “ We  have  no  business  in  the  parish,  unless  we  send  the  Dummy  to 
work;  ” and  upon  that  occasion,  in  the  same  spirit  that  the  steward  spoke  to  me,  I 
wrote  a note,  which  I was  very  sorry  to  hear  was  construed  into  another  intention 
entirely  different  from  the  one  with  which  I wrote  it. 

u9°5-  Is  that  a note  written  on  the  22d  of  March  1847? — Yes,  that  is  the 
note. 

11906.  What  do  you  mean  in  your  note  by  this,  “If  you  wish  to  have  the 
eyes  in  your  head,  or  the  head  itself  safe”  ? — I wrote  in.  the  same  spirit  that  the 
steward  spoke  to  me  regarding  the  Dummy ; he  followed  me  into  the  parlour, 

°-i05.  4 I annoying 
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noying  me  ; I wrote  it  011  the  spur  of  the  moment,  the  idea,  was  in  my  mind  he 
might  kick  up  a row.  ... 

11907.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  What  was  the  spirit  in  which  the  steward  spoke 

to  yOU? He  said,  <c  We  have  no  business  in  the  parish  unless  we  send  the 

Dummy  to  work.”  r 

ngoS.  You  mean  in  a joking  spirit  ? — Yes. 

11909.  That  it  was  a joke? — Yes;  I should  be  sorry  to  write  anything  in  any 
other  spirit  of  that  sort. 

11910.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  the  steward  could  have  understood  it 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a joke  ?— No  ; I think  it  was  impossible. 

11911.  Is  the  Dummy  a person  of  violent  disposition  ? — Very  much  so. 

11912.  Is  he  a person  of  weak  mind? — The  poor  creature  is  deaf  and  dumb; 
he  is  very  irritable. 

11913.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  It  is  directed,  “To  the  stewards,  check  clerks, 
aye,  and  engineers  too  do  you  think  that  they  all  could  have  understood  it  as  a 
joke? — I do  not  think  that  any  person  acquainted  with  my  character  in  the 
locality,  could  have  taken  it  as  anything  else,  nor  did  I at  all  intend  or  suppose 
it  would  reach  any  engineer. 

11914.  Chairman.]  Did  you  not  intend  the  stewards  to  act  upon  it?— I did; 
but  I never  intended  it  to  reach  the  engineers.  I wrote  200  notes.  I suppose,  in 
the  same  way,  without  any  reaching  the  engineers. 

11915.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Were  you  always  as  minute  in  the  directions 
you  wrote ; this  is  directed  “ To  the  stewards,  check  clerks,^  aye,  and  engineers 
too  was  that  always  the  direction  you  put  upon  your  notes  r — No,  it  was  not. 

11916.  This  seems  to  have  been  more  amply  directed  than  any  other  note?— 
I did  not  advert  to  it  at  the  time. 

11917.  Chairman.]  Why  did  you  address  it  to  the  engineer? — I could  not 
account  for  it,  nor  did  I ever  recollect  the  note  until  I heard,  by  accident,  in  Ennis- 
tiraon,  that  such  a note  was  picked  up ; it  did  occur  to  me  then. 

11918.  Had  you  any  authority  to  write  such  a note  to  the  steward  without 
leave  from  Captain  Gordon  ? — None  whatsoever,  but  they  often  put  persons  on 
on  my  recommendation ; I often  sent  them  tickets  to  that  effect. 

11919.  Mr.  JV.  TVilliams.]  You  addressed  it  to  those  several  officers  in  the 
same  spirit  as  you  wrote  the  note  ? — Exactly. 

1 1920.  What  was  the  condition  of  that  deaf  and  dumb  man? — His  condition 
was  very  destitute  ; he  had  no  one  to  depend  upon. 

11921.  If  he  were  not  employed  upon  the  public  works  his  state  would  proba- 
bljr  be  starvation  ? — Certainly ; he  was  deaf  and  'dumb  from  his  infancy,  and  very 
destitute. 

11922.  Why  was  he  not  put  upon  the  list? — He  was  employed,  as  I have 
already  stated  in  my  evidence,  in  the  parish  of  Kilsheeny,  up  to  a certain 
period. 

11923.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  that  letter  sent  in  an  envelope JNo, 
merely  folded. 

11924.  It  might  be  read  by  the  common  people  ? — It  might. 

11925.  And  would  they  have  considered  it  a joke  ? — I was  often  writing  them 
in  a droll  style.  , 

11926.  Have  you  no  others  in  the  same  droll  style,  you  could  putin?  Indeed 
no ; 1 never  looked  after  them  after  I once  gave  them  to  the  applicant. 


Mr.  AGLIONBY  resumed  the  Chair. 

11927.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  people  in 
the  Liscannor  district ? ■ lam. 

11928.  Are  they,  the  greater  portion  of  them,  members  of  your  church  t— 
Almost  all.  . . » 

11929.  Have  you,  from  that  and  your  residence,  had  frequent  opportunities  0 
judging  of  their  state  and  condition  ? — Very  frequently,  and  especially  lately. 

11930.  Have  you  read  the  lists  which  have  been  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon. 
— Yes,  I have  read  some  which  have  been  put  in. 

11931.  Will  you  look  at  that  which  Captain  Gordon  put  in  in  answer  to  ques' 
tion  3443  ; do  you  recognize  any  person  in  those  lists,  any  persons  whom  y°u 
know  as  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — Yes,  there  are  some  of  his  tenants  in  t is 
list.  . 

,193a.  Tha. 
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11932.  That  list  purports  to  contain  the  names  of  persons  who  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  upon  it,  not  being  destitute;  do  you  find  any  tenants  with  whose 
condition  you  are  acquainted  ? — I do. 

11 033-  Ho  you  see  the  name  of  Michael  Tierney? — Yes. 

11934.  What  condition  is  he  in? — A cottier  tenant,  and  a very  poor  man. 

11935.  He  appears  to  have  17  acres,  and  under  the  column  of  stock,  two  cows 
and  one  horse ; do  you  know  how  the  fact  is? — As  to  the  land,  I have  no  doubt 
he  lias  as  much,  if  not  more ; but  then  it  is  good  for  gentlemen  who  are  sports- 
men to  shoot  snipes  upon,  and  for  that  only ; it  is  bog. 

11936.  The  committee  are  stated  to  have  returned  him  as  having  five  acres  of 
land,  whereas  in  the  poor  law  valuation  he  appears  to  have  upwards  of  17;  do 
you  know  how  the  fact  is  ? — I do ; I know  that  when  the  committee  formed  the 
list  they  did  not  give  in  for  the  individual  the  quantity  of  land  that  he  possessed, 
if  they  considered  it  of  no  value ; they  only  gave  the  quantity  of  land  which  they 
considered  of  some  value. 

11937.  Did  you,  in  the  way  you  made  out  the  list  for  the  inspecting  officers, 
only  return  the  number  of  acres  which  were  capable  of  producing  some  crops  ? 
— Yes. 

11938.  Did  you  take  notice,  in  any  column  or  observation,  of  the  quantity  of 
land  which  the  same  person  might  hold,  over  and  above  that  which  was  profitable 
to  him  ? — No. 

1 1939.  Why  did  you  not  mark  the  distinction? — I admit  it  might  have  been 
better  to  have  done  so,  but  we  had  no  instructions  how  to  act,  and  we  just  acted 
as  we  thought  best  at  the  moment ; it  did  not  occur  to  us. 

11940.  Would  not  that  increase  the  already  great  difficulties  of  the  inspecting 
officer,  by  his  finding  wrong  information  in  your  list,  as  compared  with  the  infor- 
mation he  could  derive  from  the  poor  law  valuation  ? — We  took  quite  a different 
view  of  it;  because  we  thought  we  could  give  him  more  correct  information  in 
that  way,  and  that  it  was  less  likely  to  lead  him  astray  than  to  give  them  the  total 
quantity,  as  the  greater  part  of  that  was  mountain  land. 

11941.  Did  you  confine  the  information  as  to  the  means  of  living  that  the 
man  had? — We  gave  the  quantity  of  land  so  far  as  we  thought,  I mean  in  the 
column  for  mentioning  the  quantity  of  land;  we  mentioned  the  quantity,  because 
it  was  required  by  the  officer  of  the  Board.  We  mentioned  the  small  quantity 
where  his  land  was  useless,  with  a view  of  giving  more  correct  information. 

11942.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  That  is  to  say  you  gave  an  incorrect  quantity 
of  land  ? — We  gave  it  only  because  it  was  required  ; because  we  were  of  opinion 
that  the  possession  of  land  this  year  is  no  criterion  for  keeping  persons  from 
work. 

11943.  Chairman .]  You  do  not  give  the  actual  quantity,  but  the  quantity  of 
that  which  was  available  ? — Exactly. 

11944.  How  came  you  not  to  give  the  whole  quantity? — Because  we  con- 
sidered we  would  be  in  danger  of  leading  the  officer  of  the  Board  into  an  error; 
we  might  injure  parties.  He  would  think  when  a great  quantity  of  land  was  put 
down,  that  the  man  might  be  in  more  independent  circumstances  than  he  was, 
we  considered  it  the  better  way  only  to  put  down  the  quantity  considered 
available. 

11945.  Did  you  consider  the  quantity  of  land  provided  it  was  sterile  land, 
could  give  no  information  at  all  of  the  capabilities  of  the  occupier  to  maintain 
himself  and  his  family  ? — I do. 

11946.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  you  make  any  marginal  note  to  that  effect 
in  the  return? — I believe  it  was  occasionally  but  very  seldom  made;  it  was  only 
made  in  case  the  committee  were  in  doubt  whether  the  land  might  not  be  alto- 
gether useless,  but  where  the  land  would  be  bad,  I think  they  thought  it  better  to 
give  down  the  whole  and  make  the  remarks,  but  not  generally. 

U947-  Mr.  Solicitor- General]  Am  I to  understand  you  returned  nothing 
hut  the  good  and  valuable  land? — No,  we  returned  what  was  not  good  land,  but 
did  not  return  land  that  was  not  available  for  some  kind  of  tillage,  or  for  pas- 
ture ; though  it  were  bad  land  itself,  still  it  was  available  for  pasturage. 

11948.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory 
if  you  returned  the  amount  of  land,  with  a note  of  the  portion  that  was  profitable  . 
7— That  may  be  the  case,  but  however  it  was  our  mode  of  acting,  and  we  had  no 
instructions  to  the  contrary  to  direct  us.  T , 
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11949.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  the  Government  officers  understand  the  rule 
upon  which  you  acted? — I should  think  that  Captain  Baillie  understood  it, 
because  he  made  out  the  list  with  the  committee.  I cannot  say  whether  Captain 
Wynne  understood  it  or  not,  for  he  never  attended  the  committee  nor  gave  us 
any  instructions ; but  when  Captain  Gordon  came  to  the  place  we  explained  our 
manner  of  proceeding  to  him. 

11950.  Are  you  quite  certain  you  explained  in  committee  to  Captain  Gordon 
that  you  were  m the  habit  of  returning  only  land  that  was  available  for  some 
practical  purpose  ? — I am  very  positive  I explained  it  myself  to  Captain  Gordon, 
on  his  arriving  at  Liscannor. 

11951.  Chairman."]  Will  you  look  at  the  list,  which  appears  to  have  come  from 
your  committee,  and  tell  me  if  you  find,  under  a column  for  lands,  an  entry  of  a 
note  that  certain  persons  occupied  bog  lands  ? — Yes. 

11952.  But  the  great  majority  of  entries  in  the  same  column  has  no  such  note 
attached  to  the  number  of  acres  ? — Yes. 

11953.  Is  that  in  accordance  with  your  former  answer,  that  you  put  in  land 
available,  but  when  you  put  in  land  which  you  doubted  whether  it  was  available 
or  not,  you  made  the  remark  whether  it  was  bog  land  ? — 1 think  I stated  in  some 
cases  we  did  make  this  remark. 

1 1 954.  Look  at  that  list,  and  tell  me  why  you  made  it  ? — The  reason,  I think, 
in  this  instance,  is  because  the  entire  farm  here  alluded  to  is  of  a very  bad  descrip- 
tion of  land,  every  sod  of  it. 

11955.  Did  you  put  down  the  whole  of  the  lands  because  there  was  no  distinc- 
tion in  its  value,  that  it  was  all  very  bad  ? — I cannot  be  positively  certain,  but  I 
believe  they  did. 

11956.  If,  in  the  entry,  where  you  find  20  acres  of  land,  with  the  word,  “bog’* 
attached  to  it,  10  acres  of  it  had  been  good  arable  land,  and  10  acres  bad,  how 
would  you  have  made  the  entry? — If  that  10  acres  of  bad  were  wild  mountain,  I 
should  only  put  down  the  10  acres  arable  land  ; then  if  it  were  not  very  bad  and 
useless  land,  I would  put  down  the  entire  quantity,  and  probably  attach  some 
remark. 

n 957.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Without  some  person  on  the  committee  who 
could  vouch  for  the  character  of  the  land,  might  you  be  misled  ? — Certainly,  in  a 
great  many  instances.  I have  a general  knowledge,  and  yet  1 could  be  misled ; 
I could  not  find  out  the  boundaries  of  every  individual,  nor  could  I say  where  all 
his  land  is ; so  it  was  necessary  to  depend  upon  information  derived  from  certain 
individuals  of  the  committee,  in  particular  localities. 

11958.  Chairman .]  Do  I rightly  understand  you  to  have  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee considered  putting  the  quantity  of  acres  of  land  to  be  so  very  fallacious, 
that  you  paid  less  attention  to  it  than  you  otherwise  would  have  done? — I said 
that  land  could  not  be  a criterion  for  destitution  or  independence ; and  indeed,  in 
some  instances,  there  may  be  not  so  much  attention  paid  to  it.  They  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  it ; but  it  was  not  so  much  looked  to  as  to  examine  the 
claims  of  each  individual  person  ; they  looked  not  alone  to  the  land,  but  also  to 
stock  and  other  circumstances. 

11959.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Do  you  mean  the  relief  committee? — Yes. 

11960.  Chairman .]  Would  not  that  irregularity  very  much  perplex  the  inspect- 
ing officer  in  his  duty  when  he  found  5 acres  returned  by  you,  and  17  acres 
returned  by  the  poor-law  valuer,  and  no  note  made  by  you  why  you  reduced  the 
quantity  ? — I have  no  doubt,  had  the  officer  taken  the  trouble,  it  would  have  been 
all  explained  to  him  in  committee. 

11961.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  it  never  strike  you,  when  you  returned 
an  erroneous  statement  of  the  number  of  acres,  to  accompany  that  return  with 
some  explanation  of  the  principle  upon  which  you  made  it  ? — I do  not  recollect 
that  it  ever  occurred  to  me. 

11962.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  not  consider  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
relief  committees  to  co-operate  as  much  as  possible  with  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  to  save  them  trouble  ? — I do. 

9^3-  Do  you  not  consider  it  would  have  saved  them  trouble  if  you  had  com- 
municated that  fact  to  them  ?— No  doubt  it  would  have  been  better  to  do  so, 
I will  not  state  positively  that  it  was  not  done ; because  it  might  have  been  done 
"without  my  knowledge,  but  I do  not  recollect  that  it  ever  occurred  to  me. 

11964.  Is 
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11964.  Is  there  any  marginal  note  in  the  lists,  having  reference  to  the  principle 
upon  which  you  returned  the  erroneous  number  of  acres? — No;  I think  it  had 
reference  to  a different  principle,  as  I have  already  stated. 

11965.  When,  in  some  cases,  the  quantity  of  land  was  remarked,  and  in  one 
case  it  was  not  remarked,  do  you  not  think  that  without  some  explanation,  the 
returns,  in  both  cases,  would  have  been  concluded  to  represent  the  entire  hold- 
ing ? — 1 have  no  doubt  but  the  inspecting  officer  may  conclude  it. 

1 1966.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Do  you  consider  there  was  the  remotest  intention, 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  to  practise  any  deception  on  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works  by  your  putting  down  only  that  part  of  the  land  which  you  deemed 
of  some  value  ? — Certainly  not. 

11967.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  not  consider  they  would  be  deceived 
by  it? — I see  now  the  possibility  of  their  being  deceived  by  it;  but,  of  course,  if 
we  had  had  instructions  to  the  contrary,  we  would  have  acted  differently  ; and  if 
we  had  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  inspecting  officer,  we  would  have  told  him 
our  manner  of  acting,  and  he  could  have  corrected  us  as  Captain  Gordon  did  when 
he  came  ; this  is  a matter  I myself  explained  to  Captain  Gordon. 

11968.  Mr.  Stafford  0 Brien.]  Though  you  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
inspecting  officer,  you  could  communicate  with  him  by  letter  and  upon  the  lists? 
— Yes. 

11969.  If  you  had  written,  on  returning  the  number  of  acres,  “We  beg  to  be 
understood  as  returning  you  only  that  number  available  for  the  purposes  of  agri- 
culture,” do  you  not  think  that  it  would  have  put  an  end  to  all  uncertainty? — So 
far  as  I am  concerned  that  never  occurred  to  me,  and  if  it  had,  probably  I would 
have  rejected  it,  because  I did  not  consider,  I did  not  dream  of  deceiving  the 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  or  recommending  any  but  those  who  required  relief. 
Probably  our  mode  of  acting  was  rather  clumsy,  but  such  it  was,  for  we  had  no 
other  instructions. 

11970.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  Did  you  think  the  course  you  pursued  would  give 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  a more  correct  idea  of  the  condition  of  the 
people  than  if  you  had  given  their  entire  property  ?— I have  already  stated  that. 

11971.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  doubt  that  Lieutenant  Baillie  was  perfectly- 
acquainted  with  the  principle  on  which  you  acted  ? — I was  not  in  committee,  but 
I am  sure  he  got  as  correct  information  as  we  could  afford  to  give  him. 

11972.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  You  were  not  there  yourself? — No;  I say  so 
much,  for  this  reason,  that  I knew  the  committee  were  determined  to  do  so,  and 
especially  the  chairman,  we  considered  him  too  strict. 

H973.  Who  was  the  chairman  ? — Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

11 974-  Chairman.]  You  considered  him  too  strict  for  what? — In  keeping  up 
the  regulations  and  not  putting  on  a second  person,  which  was,  in  my  views,  too 
strict. 

11975.  Are  you  prepared  to  state,  from  what  you  saw  of  the  conduct- of  Mr. 

0 Brien,  that,  in  your  opinion,  he  as  chairman  endeavoured  to  comply  with  the 
instructions  and  wishes  of  the  Government  officers  ? — Certainly,  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power. 

*1976.  Did  he  endeavour  to  comply  even  more  than  you  yourself  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  thought  requisite  or  desirable? — A great  deal  more. 

U977.  Mr.  Bellew.]  In  all  these  cases,  I observe,  the  quantity  of  land  is  one- 
third  of  the  whole  amount ; the  holdings  were  the  other  two-thirds ; literally  worth 
nothing  ? — Literally  worth  nothing,  I am  sure. 

1 1 97S.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  Pat  Fitzpatrick,  of  Kilispuglinane  ? — I do. 

11 979*  Will  you  look  at  bis  name  in  the  list  1 hand  to  you,  coming  from  your 
committee,  where  you  will  observe  a note  opposite  to  10  acres  “ mountain do 
you  know  how  that  came  to  be  put  there? — J know  the  land  well ; it  is  not  what 
we  generally  understood  by  “ mountain,”  being  of  a kind  of  peaty  nature,  but  it  is 
a kind  of  spewy  or  marshy  nature ; it  is  not  good  land. 

11980.  How  came  you  to  put  a note  there  and  not  in  other  cases? — I have 
already,  I think,  stated  the  reason  for  giving  it  in  certain  cases. 

11981.  In  that  particular  case  do  you  give  the  whole  quantity  of  his  land,  or 
j y Part? — The  whole  quantity;  and  since  it  has  been  brought  under  my  notice, 

1 may  state  he  has  not  16  acres  of  land,  he  has  only  seven  or  eight  acres  of  land, 
and  his  brother-in-law  six  or  seven, 
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Rev.  T.  Shannon.  1 1982.  Is  that  put  down  incorrectly  t — They  are  put  down  the  two  far  one. 

11983.  How  is  that? — They  live  in  one  house;  each  has  his  own  part  of  the 

17  June  1847.  means,  but  still  they  live  in  one  house,  and  I believe  they  live  as  one  family,  but  I 
cannot  say  whether  they  do  or  not. 

11984.  Did  you  put  them  down  as  one  head  of  a family? — I cannot  say  how 
this  was  put  down,  for  I have  no  recollection  how  it  was  done. 

11985.  Were  the  committee,  in  a considerable  degree,  guided  in  their  know- 
ledge of  the  lands  and  the  circumstances  of  the  families  by  representation  of  the 
applicants  themselves  ?■— In  some  instances  we  were  obliged  to  do  so,  but  generally 
they  searched  for  information  from  other  sources. 

1 1 986.  Did  you  return  any  cattle  of  which  Michael  Tierney  might  be  the  owner? 
— I do  not  recollect  that  I returned  it. 

H9S7.  Were  any  cattle  returned  at  all? — Not  in  the  first  list. 

11988.  Will  you  look  at  that  list  I now  put  in  your  hands,  dated  the  31st  De- 
cember 1 846,  coming  from  your  committee,  you  will  there  see  Michael  Tierney’s 
name  ; is  he  on  the  Moymore  roads? — Yes,  on  Moymore  roads. 

11989.  Do  you  find  that  name  there? — Yes. 

11990.  Is  there  any  column  for  stock  in  that  list  at  all? — I see  none. 

11991.  Had  you  any  instructions  to  enter  the  stock  at  that  time?— Not  that 
I am  aware  of. 

1 1992.  Is  that  list  furnished  by  the  Government  officers? — I suppose  so,  as  it 
is  a printed  form. 

11993.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  What  is  the  date  of  it? — The  31st  of  Decem- 
ber. 

11994.  Chairman.']  Will  you  look  to  another  list  I now  put  into  your  hands 
of  the  31st  of  December,  of  the  Ballyfadder  road  ; do  you  find  in  that  list  any 
column  for  stock? — Yes. 

11995.  Is  that  list  also  supplied  to  you  by  the  Government  officers? — I really 
cannot  say ; I should  think  so,  being  a printed  form. 

11996.  Has  it  the  same  shape  and  appearance  as  the  other,  with  the  exception 
of  the  addition  of  a column  fpr  stock,  which  is  not  in  the  other  ? — That  is  a dif- 
ference. 

11997.  Will  you  look  to  another,  the  Spa-hill  List,  of  the  same  date,  the  31st 
of  December,  and  tell  me  if  there  is  any  column  for  stock  in  that  list  ? — 1 see 
none. 

1199S.  Does  it  appear  to  be  of  the  same  character  as  the  one  that  came  from 
the  Government  officers  r — I should  think  so. 

11999.  Have  you  any  doubt,  from  the  appearance  of  it,  and  the  form  and 
printing  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

12000.  Is  it  a fact  that  you  had  before  your  committee  two  sets  of  lists,  sup- 
plied by  the  officers,  being  different  in  the  columns  ? — It  must  be  the  case,  though 
I never  adverted  to  it  before. 

1 2001.  Have  you  filled  up,  in  the  list  that  had  a column  for  stock,  any  number 
of  stock  ? — Not  at  that  time. 

12002.  If  there  was  a column  for  stock,  how  came  you  to  make  no  entry  in  it? 
— Because  when  Lieutenant  Baillie  attended  the  committee,  so  far  as  I learnt 
afterwards  from  the  committee,  he  said  it  was  not  necessary,  and  they  did  not 
attend  to  it. 

12003.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  do  not  know  that  of  your  own  knowledges 
— No  ; I was  not  there  that  day. 

12004.  Chairman.]  Had  you  acted  on  that  same  principle,  having  lists  without 
any  column  for  stock,  and  made  no  entry  or  observation  about  stock? — We  acted 
upon  the  principle  of  not  returning  the  stock  until  we  were  required. 

1 2005.  There  being  no  column  to  call  your  attention  to  it  in  the  former  lists 
you  had  ?— No  ; nor  the  books. 

12006.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Have  any  of  the  people  who  have  stock  in  that 
part  of  the  country  any  sheep  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  are  any.  I know  ot 
only  two,  and  those  were  persons  who  did  not  require  to  be  upon  the  lists. 

12007.  Sir  J.  fValsh.]  When  you  speak  of  stock,  you  speak  of  cows,  genera  y 
speaking?— They  speak  of  cattle,  stock,  calves,  or  otherwise. 

12008.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Not  pigs? — I do  not  know. 

12009.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Have  you  any. pigs? — Very  few  now,  at  all  events. 

12010.  Were  there  at  that  time? — There  were  some  till  the  potatoes,  disease 
as  they  were,  were  all  consumed,  and  since  then  there  were  none. 

120U-  oir 
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12011.  Sir  /.  Walsh.']  Do  the  farmers  make  their  profits  by  selling  cattle  or 
making  butter  ? — By  making  butter  and  by  feeding  pigs. 

12012.  Chairman .]  Will  you  look  at  a list  of  the  ,5th  January  1S47,  called  a 
supplementary  list,  and  see  if  you  find  there  Michael  Tierney’s  name  down  a°-ain  ? 
—Yes. 

12013.  How  came  he  to  be  put  down  a second  time  ? — I suppose,  requiring  a 
second  man  for  employment ; because  in  all  cases  where  we  required  a seccTnd 
man,  we  put  down  the  head  of  the  family  and  gave  his  circumstances  in  some 
cases ; I believe  that  where  another  member  of  the  family  might  be  mentioned, 
the  circumstance  were  invariably  added  to  his  name,  in  order  to  identify  him  with 
the  head  of  the  family. 

12014.  Is  there  any  note  opposite  to  his  name  showing  why  he  is  put  down  ? — 
Yes. 

12015.  What  is  the  note  ? — That  he  has  one  man  at  work. 

12016.  Would  there  be  anything  likely  to  mislead  or  deceive  the  inspecting 
officer? — I do  not  suppose  he  could  know  the  circumstances  of  the  man  from  the 
lists. 

12017.  He  had  a man  on  the  lists? — Yes  ; the  officer  knew  he  had. 

12018.  I will  not  trouble  you  to  go  through  all  the  names  in  the  list  which  you 
have  before  you,  seriatim ; but  I will  ask  you  whether,  in  the  quantity  of  land 
returned,  as  compared  with  the  land  occupied,  you  followed  the  same  principle 
and  practice  as  you  mention  in  the  case  of  Michael  Tierney  ? — I think  so. 

12019.  That  was  the  general  principle  upon  which  the  committee  acted? — It 
was. 

12020.  Will  you  look  to  Widow  Reidy  (John),  returned  five  acres  of  land  on 
the  31st  December,  but  appearing  in  the  poor-law  valuation,  according  to  their 
list,  to  have  26  acres;  how  do  you  account  for  that  ? — On  the  same  principle; 
she  lives  on  the  top  part  of  CarhudufF,  and  I am  sure  if  she  has  five  acres  of  arable 
land  it  is  the  most. 

12021.  What  is  her  condition? — Her  condition  is,  indeed,  poor;  but  there 
were  other  persons  more  destitute. 

12022.  You  observe  she  is  stated,  from  inquiries  by  the  inspecting  officer,  to 
have  four  cows  and  one  horse ; do  you  know  whether  that  was  the  fact  ? — I really 
cannot  state  from  my  own  knowledge,  whether  it  is  the  fact ; but  I know  this, 
that  in  these  mountain  districts  especially,  if  they  had  two  or  three  cows,  the  de- 
scription of  stock  to  be  found  in  such  places  is  so  very  bad,  and,  indeed,  it  was  so 
generally  bad  this  year,  and  especially  in  the  winter  season,  that  they  could  not 
make  sale  of  the  stock  if  they  had  it ; for  it  was  a very  common  thing  during 
winter  to  see  the  market  at  Ennistimon  crowded  with  such  cattle  to  know  whether 
they  could  sell  them,  and  they  could  not ; and  in  some  instances  those  cows  were 
sold  for  30s.,  in  other  instances  when  they  brought  them  home  they  killed  and  eat 
them.  In  either  case  it  could  be  no  great  relief,  and  they  were  on  the  verge  of 
destitution  ; and  hence  the  committee,  when  they  knew  the  general  circumstances 
of  the  individual,  did  not  look  so  very  minutely  into  the  thing.  I am  sure  I,  for 
one,  when  I knew  the  general  circumstances  of  an  individual,  did  not  look  so 
minutely  after  it. 

1 2023.  Lord/.  Manners.]  You  said  there  were  poorer  people  in  the  parish 
than  Widow  Reidy  ? — Yes. 

12024.  Were  they  all  put  upon  the  works  before  she  was? — If  they  applied 
they  were. 

12025.  Bo  you  know  if  any  of  those  were  not  put  upon  the  works  when  she 
was  ? — I know  there  was  no  family  poorer  that  had  not  a person  at  work  if  they 
applied ; because  it  was  invariably  the  rule  of  the  committee  to  give  a preference 
to  the  most  destitute. 

12026.  Mr.  Bellezo.]  Widow  Reidy’s  land  is  returned  as  being  only  five  acres, 
though  the  whole  quantity  is  26;  the  valuation  is  put  at  17/.  10s. ; the  rent 
probably  is  higher ; would  that  make  the  holding  very  dear  indeed  ? — I think,  with 
regard  to  the  valuation  given,  it  was  not  fair  to  have  given  the  gross  valuation, 
instead  of  the  net  valuation ; and  in  her  case,  by  whatever  reason  it  happened, 
the  net  annual  value  is  more  than  her  whole  rent,  and  I do  not  think  in  any 
case  it  is  a criterion  upon  which  a relief  committee  could  act  in  the  selection  of 
objects  for  work. 

°-i05.  4!4  12027.  Mr. 
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12027.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Not  the  gross  value  ?— Any  value  under  the 
poor  law. 

12028.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Do  you  think  that  a poor-law  valuation  of  17/.  12s.  Aid. 
is  too  high  for  the  holding? — I am  sure  it  is  entirely  too  high. 

12029.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  This  widow  is  returned  with  five  acres  by  the 
committee  ? — Yes. 

12030.  What  do  you  say  her  land  is  worth  an  acre  ; what  would  be  the  rent 
of  such  land  per  acre? — I dare  say  the  rent  of  her  land  might  be  about  1 1.  0r 
1 ?.  5 j.  an  acre,  for  the  five  acres. 

12031.  That  would  be  6 l.  5 s.  for  the  five  acres  ? — Yes. 

12032.  What  can  the  17  /.  in  the  poor-law  valuation  be  meant  to  apply  to?— 
Well,  I believe  the  17/.  means  the  gross  annual  valuation  under  the  poor  law 
which  is  entirely  different  from  the  net  annual  value;  and  I believe  in  the  net 
annual  value  is  included,  not  alone  the  land,  but  the  house,  See. ; she  built  a nice 
house,  and  nice  out-offices  to  it. 

12033.  Chairman.]  Will  you  explain  the  difference  between  the  gross  and  net 
valuation  ? — 1 am  sorry  to  say  I cannot  explain  it,  but  I know  that  the  different 
items  included,  as  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  valuation,  are  entirely 
different  from  the  value  of  the  land  or  the  improvements. 

12034.  Without  going  through  the  inquiry  as  to  each  particular  individual, 
will  you  look  down  the  list  before  you  of  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O'Brien, 
in  Carhuduff,  and  inform  the  Committee  whether,  from  your  knowledge  of  their 
condition,  they  were  all  so  destitute  as  to  be  fit  objects  to  be  put  upon  the  works? 
— I thought  so  when  I myself  recommended  them ; and  I think  so  still ; I am 
more  convinced  now  than  before. 

12035.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  one  individual  who, 
if  be  had  not  been  placed  upon  the  list  for  labour,  he  and  his  family  would  have 
suffered  great  privation  and  want? — It  is  my  opinion  there  is  not  a single  one  of 
them  who  would  not. 

12036.  Mr.  Belletv.]  Does  that  answer  you  gave,  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants, 
apply  equally  to  the  other  tenants  in  this  list,  Mrs.  Rawson  and  Mr.  Francis 
Macnamara? — Indeed  I think  so. 

12G37.  Chairman.]  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
conduct  during  the  years  of  distress,  1 846  and  1 847,  as  well  as  during  several 
years  antecedent?— -Indeed  I have  had  an  opportunity  of  remarking  and  noticing 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct ; and  I can  state  from  my  own  opinion  and  knowledge 
that  Mr.  O’Brien  has  done  all  that  he  could  do  to  relieve  the  distress,  both  by 
attention  to  the  relief  committees,  by  subscription ; and  not  alone  that,  but  I am 
well  aware,  and  I know  it  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  at  his  own  place  at 
Birckfield,  numerous  labourers,  not  his  own  tenants  alone,  but  the  labourers  of 
other  gentlemen,  were  relieved,  and  that  very  often.  I can  also  state  that  he  has 
done  much  in  that  country ; he  has  expended  a great  deal  in  labour  ; I could  not 
say  the  exact  sum. 

12038.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Do  you  mean  since  the  destitution  began? — 
Through  the  year  round,  for  many  years  ; I could  not  say  the  exact  sum,  but  I 
do  not  suppose  it  could  be  less  than  2,000 1.  a year  at  least;  he  has  done  it  in 
improving  his  whole  estate ; in  improving  the  holdings  of  his  tenants,  and  ena- 
bling them  to  till  their  lands,  and  building  houses  for  them,  and  supplying  them 
with  materials,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  generally  he  has  inspired  a feeling  of 
taste  that  has  benefited  the  country  materially. 

12039.  Chairman.]  It  be  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  well-being  of  the 
tenants,  how  is  it  those  in  your  district  are  in  such  a state  of  destitution  i— The 
failure  of  the  potato  crop  has  done  all ; that  was  the  main  stay,  and  the  failure 
of  the  potato  crop  has  brought  them  down  to  mere  pauperism. 

1 2040.  I think  you  stated  his  tenants  in  your  neighbourhood  owed  him  two 
years’  rentr — They  do,  I am  sure,  some  of  them. 

1 2041 . How  is  that,  if  he  has  improved  his  property  so  much  to  assist  his  tenants  ? 
—I  believe  Mr.  O’Brien  is  the  proprietor  of  Carhuduff,  but  I think  he  does  not 
know  his  own  part  of  that.  I believe  he  holds  it  in  conjunction  with  one  or  two 
others,  and  he  has  not  attended  so  much  to  the  improvement  of  that  as  his  other 
estate. 

12042.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Where  are  his  tenants  who  are  two  years  in 
arrears  ? — In  Carhuduff'. 

12043.  Chairman . ] 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  617 

12043.  Chairman.]  What  has  been  Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct  to  the  labouring 
poor  and  the  destitute  in  his  neighbourhood  during  the  pressure  of  last  autumn 
and  this  spring?— His  conduct  was  very  praiseworthy. 

12044-  Has  he  increased  his  labourers,  or  diminished  them? — With  regard  to 
that  I cannot  state  positively,  but  I know  he  has  a great  many  labourers  a=t  work 
continually. 


Veneris,  18°  die  Junii,  1847. 
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The  Reverend  Timothy  Shannon , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

12045.  Chairman.]  ARE  all  the  other  landlords  in  your  district,  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  non-resident  ?— We  have  no  resident  landlords  ex- 
cepting Mr.  O’Brien. 

12046.  Is  there  much  land  in  your  district  under  the  control  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery?— I do  not  know  any  place  under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
except  Moymore  and  Ballyfadden. 

j 2047.  Of  what  extent  are  those  two  estates  ? — I really  could  not  tell. 

12048.  Are  they  large  or  small? — Comparatively  small. 

1 2049.  Do  you  know  whether,  under  the  authority  or  direction  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  any  assistance  is  given  to  the  poor  in  respect  of  those  two  properties  r 
— I cannot  say  ; but  Mr.  John  Macnamara  told  me  that  he  would  make  appli- 
cation to  the  Court  for  some  money  for  the  tenants ; I cannot  say  whether  the 
application  was  made,  or  whether  anything  was  given. 

1^050.  Are  those  the  properties  of  minors,  and  therefore  in  Chancery  ? — Yes. 

12051.  Do  the  destitute  poor  obtain  any  relief  anywhere  in  the  district  in 
the  absence  of  the  landlords? — While  the  public  works  were  going  on  that  was 
the  only  mode  of  giving  relief ; but  now  that  a soup  kitchen,  as  I have  been 
informed,  is  opened  there,  I do  not  know  how  it  is  managed ; I have  not  been  at 
home  since. 

12052.  When  you  were  at  home  do  you  know  whether  the  poor  received 
assistance  and  immediate  relief  at  Birchfield,  Mr.  O’Brien’s  house  ? — Yes. 

12053-  I understood  you  to  state  before  that  several  of  the  poor  labourers  on 
other  estates  got  employment  on  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property? — I stated  so. 

12054.  In  addition  to  that  did  the  destitute  poor,  who  had  no  resident  land- 
lord to  apply  to  but  him,  get  immediate  relief  in  soup,  or  other  provisions,  at 
Birchfield,  Mr.  O’Brien’s  residence? — They  did. 

12055-  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  a former  witness  stated, 
threshed  out  his  corn  and  also  purchased  a quantity  of  oats  and  barley  for  dis- 
tribution among  his  tenants  for  seed  1 — I am  aware  of  that, 

12056-  Was  it  done  to  a considerable  extent? — It  was  to  a very  considerable 
extent. 

1 2057-  I presume  that  the  distribution  would  only  be  amongst  his  own  tenants  ? 

Among  his  own  tenants. 

12058.  Do  you  know  whether  those  tenants  to  whom  he  gave  relief  in  that 
way  were  much  in  arrear  of  rent  to  him  ? — They  were  ; 1 beg  to  refer  to  my 
evidence  of  yesterday  in  answer  to  that  question. 

12059.  Of  course,  if  he  had  not  given  that  seed  it  would  have  been  ultimately 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  estate,  because  they  must  have  ceased  to  cultivate  it?— 
res. 

1 2060.  In  addition  to  the  prejudice  to  the  particular  estate,  did  it  relieve 
them  from  the  necessity  of  coming  for  public  relief  in  a complete  state  of  destitu- 
4 K tionr— 
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tion  ? — I cannot  state  that  positively  ; I know  that  it  was  given  for  the  purpose 
of  tilling  it,  and  care  was  taken  that  it  should  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

1 2061.  You  do  not  know  whether  their  condition  was  such,  that  in  the  absence 
of  seed  being  given  to  them,  and  being  unable  to  provide  seed,  they  must  have 
fallen  into  a state  of  poverty  and  destitution  ? — I know  that  so  destitute  was  their 
condition,  that  the  land  would  have  remained  untilled  unless  they  got  seed. 

12062.  And  if  it  had  remained  untilled,  what  would  then  have  been  their 
condition? — Of  course,  absolute  destitution. 

12063.  Of  course  that  would  apply  more  to  this  year,  there  being  no  crop  for 
their  maintenance  ? — Yes.- 

12064.  Do  you  know  of  the  fact  mentioned  by  a former  witness,  that  Mr. 
O’Brien  had  enabled  not  only  his  own  tenants,  but  the  tenants  of  his  neighbours, 
on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  estates,  for  instance,  to  raise  money  on  the  provincial 
bank  ? — I heard  it  very  often. 

12065.  You  only  know  it  by  hearsay? — I was  told  it  by  the  very  persons 
whom  he  had  accommodated. 

12066.  Did  they  express  gratitude  towards  Mr.  O’Brien  for  the  assistance  so 
given  ? — They  did. 

12067.  Can  you  give  anv  explanation  of  the  fact  of  which  you  have  received 
information,  that  members  of  the  same  family  on  the  works  were  set  down  upon 
the  lists  as  if  they  had  been  separate  heads  of  families? — When  we  first  formed 
the  list,  as  I have  stated,  we  made  out  the  list  in  the  best  way  we  could.  When 
applying  for  the  second  person,  whenever  the  name  of  a second  person  was  men- 
tioned we  put  down  .the  land  and  stock  for  the  second  person  as  well  as  the  first, 
with  the  view  of  identifying  him  with  the  head  of  the  family,  and  that  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  could  see  that  this  was  a person  requiring  relief, 
and  that  he  was  not  a single  man ; because  we  made  a rule  from  the  commence- 
ment to  exclude  single  men  from  employment  until  heads  of  families  should  be 
provided  with  one  or  two  men,  as  they  required. 

12068.  Has  that  answer  anything  to  do  with  the  tenants  at  Carhuduff? — Not 
particularly  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  parish. 

12069.  y°u  find  anything  in  the  original  list  which  Mr.  Gamble  has 
placed  in  your  hands  from  which  you  can  explain  it  ? — The  case  of  Laurence 
Vaughan  I know  to  be  in  point. 

12070.  1 put  into  your  hands  a list  of  your  committee  of  the  Clahanes  work 
.list;  will  you  look  to  the  name  26  ; is  that  name,  John  Laden,  junior,  in  the 
column  of  applicants? — Yes. 

12071.  Do  you  find  opposite  his  name,  in  the  column  for  land,  two  acres r — 
Yes. 

12072.  Do  you  find  in  the  column  for  family,  6 ? — Yes. 

12073.  Will  you  turn  to  the  next  sheet  of  the  same  list,  after  the  intervention 
of  several  other  names;  you  will  find  No.  43  ; do  you  find  there  Janies  Laden 
fJolm)? — I do. 

12074.  Do  you  find  the  name  of  any  place? — Yes  ; Ballymaclinane. 

1 2075.  Do  you  find  an  entry  in  the  column  of  number  of  acres? — I do  ; 2. 

12076.  Do  you  find  an  entry  of  the  number  of  family  ? — Six  ; the  same  as 
before. 

12077.  How  is  it  that  John  Laden,  junior,  and  James  Laden  (John)  appear 
in  those  two  separate  sheets  each  to  have  two  acres  and  each  to  have  six  m 
family  ? — Because  they  were  both  intended  to  be  given  to  the  head  of  the  family 
for  employment,  and  with  a view  of  identifying  them  with  the  head  of  the  family. 
His  means  and  his  land  and  his  stock  were  attached  to  the  names  of  both. 

12078.  Are  they  brothers ? — Yes. 

1 2079.  Had  either  of  them  any  family  ? — No,  but  they  were  both  living  and 
working  with  the  father. 

1 2080.  Did  you  mean  by  the  way  in  which  you  made  that  entry  to  designate 
that  these  two  men  had  no  families,  but  lived  with  the  father;  and  that  the 
father  had  two  acres  of  land  and  six  in  family  ? — Yes.  . , 

12081.  Would  not  that  form  of  entry  be  calculated  very  much  to  mislead 
any  person  who  merely  took  the  list? — I admit  it  was  not  to  say  a clear  way  ot 
doing  it,  or  a good  way  of  doing  business,  but  we  had  no  instructions  ; it  was 
lather  a clumsy  way.  However,  as  soon  as  Captain  Gordon  came  to  the  pla(;e> 
he  remarked  the  very  same  thing  to  us,  and  we  explained  to  him  the  principle 
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on  which  we  did  it.  We  did  not  hold  up  for  perfection  of  the  principle  we 
adopted,  but  we  adopted  it  as  the  best  that  occurred  at  the  moment. 

12082.  Did  you  alter  it  the  moment  you  had  it  pointed  out  to  you  that  it  was 
apt  to  mislead?— It  would  be  very  difficult  to  do  that.  We  did  not  alter  it, 
but,  at  Captain  Gordon’s  suggestion,  the  committee  set  about  making  a census 
of  the  whole  parish. 

120S3.  Mr.  Thornehj.]  Would  not  the  return,  made  out  as  you  have  stated  it, 
lead  the  officers  of  the  Government  to  suppose  that  there  were  two  persons, 
each  with  six  in  family,  making  12  together  ?— But  here  we  have  James  Laden 
(John),  and  we  have  John  Laden,  junior;  that  means  James  Laden  (John)  too, 
to  designate  both  being  the  sons  of  John  Laden.  No  doubt  with  an  officer  of  the 
Board,  who  would  not  be  acquainted  with  the  place  or  the  list,  I admit  the 
possibility  of  his  being  led  astray  by  it ; but  if  he  had  applied  to  the  committee 
he  would  have  got.  an  explanation,  and  had  the  committee  had  instructions  before 
them  in  drawing  out  the  lists,  they  might  not  have  done  so. 

12084.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  it  not  directly  contrary  to  the  fact ; there  was  not 
12  persons  there  ? — No. 

12085.  You  say  it  meant  the  sons  of  one  person? — Yes. 

12086.  Did  it  not  represent  two  persons  with  a family  of  six  each  where  there 
was  only  one  person? — Not  in  the  eye  of  the  committee,  and  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

12087.  Mr.  Repton.']  Would  it  not  leave  that  impression  on  the  mind  of  a 
stranger? — I have  admitted  in  evidence  the  possibility  of  that. 

12088.  Mr.  Thornely.~\  Admitting  that  the  whole  list  was  made  out  upon 
the  same  plan,  would  that  give  the  officers  of  the  Government  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  persons  and  families  were  what  they  really  were  ? — I think  they 
admitted  the  possibility  of  a mistake  ; but  at  the  same  time  I do  say  that  the 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  full  opportunity  of  knowing  it  if  his  suspicious 
were  excited,  by  coming  to  the  committee,  where  it  would  be  explained. 

12089.  Chairman.']  If  John  Laden,  junior,  and  James  Laden,  had  another 
brother  also  living  with  the  same  father,  would  you  to  his  name  again  have 
added,  two  acres,  and  six  in  family? — If  we  intended  to  have  him  at  work  m 
order  to  support  that  family  we  would. 

12090.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  you  not  lay  down  the  principle  that  a familv 
consisting  of  six  persons  was  entitled  to  have  two  of  that  family  placed  on  ti  e 
works,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  have  the  means  of  subsistence? — I think 
that  was  even  too  little  assistance. 

12091.  Did  you  consider  that  the  description  of  those  two  persons  indicated 
that  they  belonged  to  the  same  family? — We  thought  so,  and  with  that  view  we 
adopted  that  course. 

1 2092.  Did  not  Captain  Gordon  make  that  discovery,  and  represent  it  to  the 
committee?— He  did. 

12093.  Had  Captain  Wynne  done  the  same? — No;  we  never  saw  Captain 
Wynne  in  the  committee,  except  on  the  day  of  an  investigation. 

12094.  I understand  you  to  state  that  the  attention  paid  by  Captain  Wynne 
to  those  lists  was  not  so  strict  as  that  of  Captain  Gordon,  who  succeeded  him  ? 
— 1 think  so ; it  was  not  at  all  so  strict ; that  was  our  impression. 

12095.  Was  any  representation  of  a complaint  made  to  you  by  Captain 
Wynne,  as  to  the  mode  of  making  out  the  lists  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

12096.  But  a representation  was  made  by  Captain  Gordon,  and  you  instituted 
an  inquiry,  with  a view  of  amending  it? — Yes. 

12097.  Mr.  Bellew.]  This  mode  might,  you  say,  by  possibility,  lead  the  officers 
astray,  but  not  the  committee;  but  was  it  the  fact;  were  there  12  persons,  or 
)^ere  there  six  ? It  is  a matter , of  fact,  is  it  not,  leading  the  people  astray  ? — 
-the  committee  intended  only  that  those  two  should  represent  six  upon  the 
■works ; and  any  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  by  calling  upon  the  com- 
puttee,  or  having  given  instructions  to  the  committee  how  to  do  it,  would  have 
• Deen  attended  to ; but  there  were  no  instructions,  nor  had  we  seen  an  officer  to 
direct  us  ; and  when  we  did  we  acknowledged,  as  I do  now,  that  it  was  a clumsy 
way  of  doing  business ; but  it  was  the  best  way  that  occurred  to  us. 

12098-  But  intending  to  represent  six  you  put  down  12 ; is  not  that  the  fact  ? 

lo  a person  not  acquainted  with  it. 

12099.  Was  it  not  the  fact? — To  a person  not  acquainted  with  it,  it  may 
'-eave  that  idea  on  his  mind. 

0,1  °5-  4 k 2 12100.  Mr. 
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Rev.  T.  Shannon.  12100.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Do  you  consider  that  there  was  any  intention  on  the 

minds  of  the  committee,  by  that  mode  you  adopted  of  making  out  the  lists,  to 

18  June  1847.  practise  any  deception  upon  the  officers? — Certainly  not. 

12101.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Supposing  instead  of  putting  them  No.  26  and  No.  43, 
you  had  put  them  No.  26  and  27,  and  joined  them  together,  and  said  two  acres 
of  land  and  six  in  family,  would  not  that  show  the  officer,  or  any  stranger, 
what  the  case  was,  instead  of  putting  them  26  and  43,  and  six  in  family  in  each 
case  ? — As  I stated  already,  in  speaking  of  the  lists,  one  list  was  made  up  first, 
where  we  intended  to  have  one  to  each  family ; the  pressure  came  on  and  their 
means  were  exhausted,  and  then  it  was  necessary  to  give  a second  ; then  the  list 
being  already  formed,  it  would  not  be  convenient,  nor  even  possible  in  many 
cases,  to  have  them  so  arranged  ; Captain  Gordon  made  the  same  remark  when 
he  came;  and  in  forming  the  census  of  the  parish  they  followed  that  plan. 

12102.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Is  there  not  a column  for  observations  in  the 
printed  list  ? — Yes. 

12103.  Could  you  not  in  this  case  in  which  a second  member  of  the  family 
was  put  upon  the  works ; have  you  a note  to  that  effect  in  the  column  appointed 
for  observations? — We  could  have  done  so,  but  it  did  not  occur  to  us. 

12104.  Chairman.]  I observe  in  the  43d  name,  after  the  words  James  Laden 
j'ou  add  the  word  (John) ; what  is  the  meaning  of  adding  the  Christian  name 
after  the  surname  ? — To  identify  them  with  the  father. 

12105.  Seeing  John  added  to  James  Laden  and  John  Laden  being  in  the 
former  page  with  his  right  name  of  John,  you  understand  that  to  identify  the 
two  as  being  members  of  the  same  family  ? — Exactly. 

1 2 1 06.  Was  there  anything  apparent  on  the  face  of  it,  which  fairly  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  officer  to  your  construction  of  it? — I should  place 
myself  in  his  position  without  any  knowledge  of  the  locality,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  answer  that  question ; it  is  very  possible  he  did  take  a different  view  from 
the  one  I took  of  it. 

12107.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  When  Captain  Gordon  took  care  of  that  district, 
and  that  state  of  the  case  was  represented  to  him  of  those  persons  belonging  to  the 
same  family  being  placed  on  the  works,  what  course  did  Captain  Gordon  pursue 
with  regard  to  the  parties  who  were  put  on  the  second  list  ? — He  recommended 
us  to  have  a census  taken,  and  to  have  a list  drawn  out,  and  to  put  the  head  of 
the  family  and  then  the  sou  or  the  two  sons  afterwards,  if  they  were  allowed  to 
get  work. 

1 2108.  Immediately  following  and  in  conjunction  ?— -Yes. 

12109.  And  did  you  adopt  that  plan? — Yes,  the  committee  adopted  that 
plan. 

1 2 1 1 0.  If  the  same  suggestion  had  been  made  tt>  you  by  Captain  Wynne,  you 
would  have  adopted  the  same  course,  I presume  ? — Assuredly. 

12m.  Mr.  Thornely.]  In  the  supplementary  list,  in  the  column  for  observa- 
tions, has  it  not  been  usual  to  put  opposite  the  name,  “ Has  already  one  man  at 
work,”  or  something  of  that  sort  ? — Yes,  I know  it  was  done. 

12112.  Chairman .]  How  long  after  the  list  to  which  you  have  just  been  refer- 
ring, is  the  one  dated  which  you  hold  in  your  hand  containing  observations?— 
This  is  dated  the  5th  January. 

12113.  What  is  the  date  of  the  other? — Thirty-first  December. 

12114.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Why  was  it  not  done  in  the  case  of  John  Laden  r— 

I really  cannot  say. 

12115.  Chairman.]  M as  there  any  observation  made  in  the  list  in  which  John 
Laden’s  name  appears,  in  the  column  which  is  left  for  that  purpose  ? — I do  not 
see. 

12116.  Not  of  any  sort  ? — Not  any  observations. 

12117.  In  the  list  of  January  5th,  are  there  many  observations  in  the  column 
which  is  left  for  that  purpose? — Yes. 

12118.  Are  there  observations  in  each  case  ?— Indeed  T believe  there  are. 

1 2119.  How  is  it  you  came  to  change  the  practice  so  much  as  to  have  none  in  * 
the  list  of  the  31st  December,  and  to  have  them  filled  up  in  every  case  in  the 
other?— I suppose  experience  was  teaching  us  a little,  and  that  we  were  improv- 
ing in  it. 

12120.  Will  you  look  to  the  list  which  bears  date  5th  January,  and  contains 
the  observations,  and  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  men  mentioned  in  that 
list  were  put  on  the  works  by  the  committee,  or  whether  the  names  were  put  on 
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the  list  with  observations  for  Captain  Wynne's  judgment  and  directions  r— They 
were  put  with  a view  of  submitting  them  to  Captain  Wynne. 

12121.  Would  that  be  a reason  for  making  observations  more  than  in  the 
other  case? — It  certainly  would. 

12122.  Were  both  the  lists  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  for  the  purpose  of  his  exer- 
cising his  discretion  ? — I cannot  say ; the  first  list  was  made  out  by  Captain 
Baillie,  together  with  the  committee. 

12123.  Can  you  recollect  whether  the  list  with  Laden’s  name,  bearing  the 
date  of  the  31st  December,  was  a list  not  sent  in  to  any  inspecting  officer,  but 
a list  of  men  actually  on  the  works? — I know  that  a list  was  formed  of  men 
on  the  works,  but  I do  not  recollect  the  date  of  it. 

12124.  You  do  not  know,  on  seeing  that  list,  whether  it  is  the  list? — I could 
not  say ; the  secretary  will  be  able  to  state  that. 

12125.  It  is  evident  the  Government  officers  were  misled  by  that  sort  of  return. 
Clumsy  as  the  entry  was,  and  calculated  to  mislead  as  it  appears  to  have  been, 

I ask  you  on  your  responsibility  and  your  character,  had  you  or  your  committee, 
to  your  knowledge,  any  intention  of  deceiving  or  misleading  the  officers  by  that 
mode  of  entry  ? — Not  tile  most  remote  idea. 

12126.  Had  you  reason  to  believe  you  had  misled  them  until  your  attention 
was  called  to  it  by  Captain  Gordon? — I never  had  any  reason  to  believe  it  until 
then. 

12127.  Could  Captain  Wynne,  in  the  multiplicity  of  his  duties,  have  told 
you,  or  pointed  out  to  you,  any  particular  case  where  there  was  anything  sus- 
picious?— Well,  I do  not  know  ; all  the  Government  officers  led  us  to  understand 
that  they  inspected  the  lists ; and  as  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  I could 
pronounce  no  judgment. 

12128.  On  the  face  of  it,  was  there  anything  to  attract  Captain  Wynne’s 
notice  to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  made? — It  did  not  occur  to  me,  at  all  events, 
that  there  was. 

12129.  Bid  you  ever  mention  to  Captain  Gordon,  or  did  Captain  Gordon 
ever  mention  to  you,  the  manner  in  which  the  list  was  made  out,  as  being  cal- 
culated to  mislead,  until  it  was  spoken  of  in  this  Committee? — I spoke  of  it  in 
the  committee  at  Liscannor,  when  the  principle  was  explained  to  him. 

12130.  Did  you,  in  consequence  of  that,  alter  the  mode  of  making  those 
entries  ? — He  suggested  to  us,  and  pressed  upon  the  committee,  the  necessity  of 
forming  a census  of  the  parish,  and  forming  a list  from  the  census ; to  put  the 
father’s  name  down,  and  if  a second  or  third  person  were  to  be  set  to  work,  to 
put  them  after  the  father’s  name. 

12131.  Did  you,  in  conversation  with.  Captain  Gordon  in  the  committee-room 
at  Liscannor,  exercise  any  disguise  towards  him,  or  did  you  fairly  state  the 
practice  which  you  had  previously  adopted? — I believe  it  was  the  chairman  and 
secretary,  so  well  as  I recollect ; I took  some  part  in  the  explanation,  but  I am 
positive  it  was  fairly  explained  to  him. 

12132.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  Did  you  explain  the  whole  system  on  which  you 
acted,  or  merely  this  particular  part,  with  reference  to  the  second  names  being 
put  upon  the  list? — I believe  upon  that  occasion  the  conversation  turned  more 
upon  that  point ; upon  another  occasion,  when  the  conversation  was  different, 
we  alluded  to  other  modes,  to  which  I adverted  in  evidence  yesterday. 

12133.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.  1 The  name  of  John  Laden,  jun.  appears  upon  the 
list  ?— Yes. 

12134.  And  subsequently  in  the  same  list  the  name  of  James  Laden  (John) 
appears  ?— Yes. 

>2135.  Was  that  list  made  out  at  the  same  time? — With  regard  to  the  parti- 
cular case  I cannot  state  positively  that  it  was;  but  I know  that  generally  the 
first  list  was  made  out  giving  one  person  to  each  family,  and  after  that,  when 
we  thought  of  giving  a second  person,  another  list  was  made  out;  I cannot  say 
with  regard  to  any  special  case.  In  the  first  instance,  where  there  may  be  great 
poverty,  a second  man  might  be  on,  but  I cannot  state  anything  positively. 

1 2136.  Have  you  any  recollection  as  to  whether  those  two  were  placed  on  the 
■work  on  the  same  day  ? — l have  no  recollection  of  that. 

12,37-  Mr.  Bellew.~\  Was  the  list  sent  at  the  same  time  to  the  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Works  ? — I cannot  say  if  that  list  was  sent  to  him  at  all : the  first  list 
was  made  out  in  committee  by  Lieutenant  Baillie,  with  the  co-operation  of  the 

committee. 

0-105.  4 k 3 12138.  Mr. 
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(lev.  T.  Shannon.  12138.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  Lieutenant  Baillie  examine  this  list 
ticularly  ? — I believe  so,  for  lie  spent  tile  whole  day,  or  two  days  with  them; 

18  June  1847.  I was  not  that  day  in  committee. 

12139.  Were  the  lists  made  out  in  the  same  -way  during  the  time  that  Lieute 
uant  Baillie  superintended  the  works,  as  they  were  at  the  period  that  Captain 
Wynne  superintended  ?— I should  think  so;  we  followed  the  same  plan  frora 
the  very  commencement. 

12140.  Did  Lieutenant  Baillie  point  out  any  irregularities  ?— 1 neve*  heard 
that  he  did  ; but  I was  not  in  committee  the  day  he  was  there. 

12141  Chairman.']  Was  the  list  which  you  have  given  in  evidence,  with  tn0 
names  of  Laden  in  it,  a copy  of  a registry  which  you  kept  in  your  committee 
room,  and  in  which  names  were  entered  from  time  to  time? — Yes. 

12142.  Were  the  names  entered  in  that  registry  frequently  altered,  some  men 
oeing  struck  off  and  some  additional  men  being  put  on  ? — Very  often. 

12143.  I will  put  into  your  hands  a paper  given  to  me  as  the  registry  kept  in 
your  committee  room,  from  which  this  particular  list  is  copied  ; will  you  examine 
it  and  state  whether  it  is  so  ? — Yes,  I know  this  to  be  the  registry  of  the  Liscan- 
non  Committee. 

{The  following  List  was  put  in  and  read:] 

LIST  of  Men  on  the  Shore  Road,  Clahanes. 


NAME  OF  APPLICANT. 


Townlaud 

where  Applicant  resides. 


If  Applicant 
holds  Land,  state 
Quantity  in 
Statute  Measure. 


Number 

of 

Applicant’s 

Family. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Anthony  Considine 

1 James  M'Donogh 

2 Pat.  Laheen  (Long) 

3 Denis  Hynes 


- Steward. 

- Clahanes  - 


A.  R.  P. 


- none  - 

5 0 0 

3 0 0 


11 

6 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

10 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


25 

20 


29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
30 
37 


Jno.  M'Donogh,  red. 

John  Considine,  red. 
■Pat.  Laheen  (Jekn) 
Peter  M‘ Keene 
Andrew  Laheen 
Owen  Hynes  - 
Daniel  Hynes 
Peter  Eonine  (Peter) 
Pat.  Lacey  - 
Mich.  Laain  - 


Jelin  Daly  - - - 

Frank  Donohoe 
Peter  Harvey 
Martin  Kinnane 
Mich.  Laheen  (Daniel)  - 


Miek-0’CennorS'-(M4ek.) 
John  Reidy  Shore,  iun.  - 


Widow  Daniel  M'Donogl 
James  Ronine 
John  Ladin,  jun.  - 
■Darby  Beaky  - 
James  Carney 
Anth.  M'Donogh  - 
-Widow  Jno.  M'Donogh 
John  Considine,  jun. 
Terrence  M'Donogh 
Mich.  M'Donogh  - 
John  Laheen  (Long) 
Mich.  Sheedy 
Martin  Vaughan  - 


Ballymachnane  - 


Tierlebeg  ■ 


3 0 

none  - 
3 0 

3 0 

3 0 
none  - 

4 0 

4 0 

none  - 

3 0 

4 0 

4 0 
2 0 
1 0 

none  - 

”5  0 

5 0 
2 0 
2 0 
2 0 
2 0 
2 0 
1 0 
1 0 
1 0 

none  - 


5 0 
2 0 
2 0 
5 0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


9 

1 

11 

8 

7 

3 

4 
13 

8 
6 
8 

5 
8 
9 
2 
7 

11 

12 

6 
6 

5 

6 
6 
5 

5 

7 

3 

1 

6 

8 
8 
9 


Michael  Pat. 

Tim. 

Pat. 

Martin, 


Pat.  Daniel. 
Batly, 

Pat.  John. 


38  Mich.  Mealy  - 

39  Mich.  Laheen  (Long) 


- Clahanes  - 


- none  - 

5 0 0 
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NAME  OF  APPLICANT. 


-10 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 


54 

55 

56 

57 

58 


Andrew  Laheen  (Pat.)  - 
John  Laheen  (Pat.) 

Thos.  Mullins 
Jas.  Leaden  (John) 

Thos.  Tierney 
Jno.  Hynes  (Mich.) 

Janies  Kieffe  - 

John  Fitzpatrick 

Francis  Molony 

Alicb  Taaffe  — _ 

David  Claney 

Peter  Lurnane 


■Denis-  G ucrin 
P‘ i ^ Hou.ro  . 


59  -Pat.-Q’-Brien 
Go  Connor  O’Loughlin 


Townland 

where  Applicant  resides. 

If  Applicant 
holds  Land,  state 
Quantity  in 
Statute  Measure. 

I Number 
of 

Applicant’s 

Family. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Clahanes  - 

A.  R.  P. 

3 0 0 

12 

Michael. 

” 

3 0 0 

11 

Ballymachnane  - 

2 ”0  0 

1 

6 

it  - , 

2 0 0 

7 

Pound 
Liscannor  - 

10  0 

7 

none  - 

1 

- - No.  46,  substitute  An- 

7 

drew  Doolan,  of  Liscan- 

•  » - 

5 

nor;  3 in  family;  no  land; 

Clahanes  - 

7 0 0 

4 

2 Dec.  1846. 

Liscannor 

none  - 

7 

» 

- 

5 

Ballyonslane 

„ - 

6 

„ 

6 

4 

Ranna 

„ - 

5 

- - No.  58,  substitute  Jas. 

. . 

3 0 0 

8 

Connel,  of  Liscannor ; 22 
Nov.  1846. 

— No.  59,  substitute 

Liscannor - 

none  - 

2 

Thos.  O’Loughlin,  jun., 

Lislorkan;  3 family;  no 
land ; 30  Dec.  1846. 

12144.  Do  the  names  there  indicate  that  alterations  were  made,  and  parties 
whose  names  had  been  originally  on  were  struck  off?— In  the  registry  I find 
names  struck  out,  and  other  names  substituted,  and  I , know  that  was  done  in 
committee  very  often. 

12145.  In  that  registry  I find  the  names  of  John  Laden,  juu.,  and  James 
Laden  (John),  with  some  other  names  on  the  sheet,  copied  from  that  registry ; 
can  you  state  whether  those  names  were  pat  down  on  the  same  day/or  on 
different  days,  in  consequence  of  the  changes  which  were  taking  place  in  the 
list  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  that. 

12146.  Mr.  Bellrn .]  Can  Mr.  Higgins  give  us  the  date  of  that  list  1—  I should 
think  so. 

1 21 47.  Chairman.']  Can  you  tell  whether  it  is  the  practice  to  add  one  person 
of  a family  and  afterwards  to  add  another  member  of  the  same? — Yes. 

1 ~tl  ^°ulcl  tbat  account  f°r  ^ie  names  not  coming  in  the  list  consecutively  ? 

12149.  In  the  list  which  has  been  put  in  by  Mr.  Gamble,  in  answer  to  Ques- 
Iclo  5041  ’ ^°U  observe  “ Widow  Hynes”  at  the  top  of  the  list? — Yes, 

12 1 5°*  Opposite  to  her  name  in  the  column  of  persons  recommended  by  the 
comrnittee,  you  find  three  names,  John,  John,  and  Pat  Hynes;  how  comes  it 
T , Jolm  is  put  down  with  14  acres  of  land,  and  eight  in  family,  and  the  next 
o n,  seven  acres  of  land,  and  six  in  family,  and  Pat  with  five  acres  of  land, 
eight  in  family  ? — I think  I can  very  satisfactorily  explain  it,  because  the 
11st  was  made  out  by  Lieutenant  Baillie. 

w,12115i-  I hand  to  you  a list  which  purports  to  come  from  your  committee,  in 
ncn  the  name  of  Widow  Hynes  and  the  others  appear ; is  that  the  list  you 
n ion  as  having  been  made  out  by  Lieutenant  Baillie  ? — I cannot  say  whether 
s was  made  out  by  Lieutenant  Baillie ; I should  think  not,  because  it  was 
made  out  earlier  than  this. 

12152.  Is  that  a list'which  your  committee  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer? — 

1 suppose  it  is.  ^ 0 

1-153*  What  is  the  date  of  it? — The  31st  of  December. 

4 k 4 12154.  Will 
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Rev.  t.  Shannon.  121 54.  Will  you  look  to  that  list,  and  explain  how  it  is  that  Widow  Hynes 

appears  in  one  place,  and  two  other  persons,  John  and  Pat,  in  another  place? 

!8  June  1847.  when  the  list  was  first  made  out  by  Lieutenant  Baillie  the  heads  of  families  were 
taken  down,  and  Lieutenant  Baillie  told  the  committee  that  the  stewards  mioJit 
take  any  representative  for  the  head  of  the  family ; acting  upon  that,  in  placing 
r-n  the  head  of  the  family  in  Widow  Hynes’s  case,  her  son,  John,  went  to  work; 
the  committee  were  not  aware  that  Widow  Hynes  had  a second  on  the  works, 
nor  was  I aware  of  it  until  some  time  afterwards  that  she  had  another;  but 
another  one  was  put  on  somehow  or  other  by  the  check-clerk  or  stewards.  In 
forming  the  second  list  the  committee  were  not  able  to  form  a fresh  list,  but  the 
secretary  took  down  from  the  check-clerk’s  book,  or  the  overseer’s  book,  the 
names  of  persons  on  the  works  then  ; in  that  it  appears  that  her  second  son, 
Pat,  was  working;  the  second,  John  Hynes,  from  Carhuduff,  is  a different 
person ; he  and  his  sister  are  orphans ; they  do  not  belong  to,  nor  are  they  in  any 
way  related  to  Widow  Hynes ; so  the  second  John  Hynes  does  not  belong  to 
Widow  Hynes;  Pat  Hynes  got  upon  the  works  not  through  the  committee. 
1 know  the  case  very  distinctly. 

12155.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Has  the  second  John  Hynes  seven  acres  of  land  and  six 
in  family  ? — He  has  no  land  and  no  family ; that  was  taken,  I suppose,  from  the 
information  supplied  by  the  overseer  when  it  was  copied  from  his  book. 

12156.  Chairman .]  That  would  be  very  incorrect  information  ? — Very  incor- 
rect. 

12157.  Did  you  take  it  as  it  was  given  by  the  overseer,  without  further 
inquiry  ? — I do  not  recollect  having  seen  the  list  before. 

1 21 58*  Do  you  know,  as  a matter  of  fact,  whether  John,  whose  name  appears 
at  the  head  of  that  list,  had  14  acres  and  eight  in  family? — I have  already  given 
in  evidence  regarding  the  land,  how  it  is  that  the  quantity  of  land  was  given  in 
by  the  committee,  or  small  portions  represented.  It  might  be  that,  in  this 
instance,  whoever  supplied  the  information  might  have  given  all  they  had,  good 
or  bad. 

12159.  Dad  he  at  least  14  acres? — I know  that  Widow  Hynes  has  at  least 
14,  but  not  six  or  seven  acres  of  good  land. 

12160.  Had  the  widow  or  John  Hynes  these  acres? — The  widow. 

12161.  How  does  it  appear  that  the  widow  had  these  acres  and  not  John?— 
I think,  by  reference  to  the  list  made  out  by  Lieutenant  Baillie,  it  will  be  seen 
that  Widow  Hynes’s  name  is  put  upon  the  list  and  the  acres  attached  to  her 
name. 

12162.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Has  he  a family  ? — His  mother  has  ; he  was  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  mother. 

12163.  What  number  is  there  in  that  family  ? — I think  about  six  or  seven; 
I cannot  be  positive. 

12164.  Chairman.]  Pat  is  her  son? — He  is. 

12165.  Is  he  entered  in  that  list  as  having  five  acres  of  land  and  eight  in 
family  ? — I find  in  this  five  acres  of  land  and  eight  in  family. 

12166.  Do  you  know  how  the  fact  was? — I cannot  know,  nor  do  I know  how 
he  got  on  the  works. 

12167.  How  came  five  acres  and  eight  in  family  to  be  put  down  if  he  had  not 
five  acres  of  land  and  eight  in  family  ? — I could  not  say  how  Pat  Hynes  got 
upon  the  works,  nor  do  I know  how  the  information  was  supplied  here ; it  must 
be  by  the  overseer,  and  his  information  could  not  be  relied  on ; in  all  m- 
stances  he  could  not  know  them.  . 

12168.  Were  the  overseers’  lists  to  be  relied  on? — So  far  as  the  number  of 
persons  on  the  work  is  concerned  they  ought  to  be  relied  on,  but  as  to  infor- 
mation of  families  and  land,  I do  notthinktheyhadanyinformationata.il; 

they  never  had  that  information,  and  they  only  gave  it  from  their  knowledge 
or  inquiry. 

12169.  Will  you  look  to  the  analysis,  and  look  to  the  sheet  of  which  it  is  an 
analysis,  and  tell  me  whether  that  entry  in  the  second  column  of  Mr.  Gambles 
analysis  gives  a correct  information  of  what  it  is,  “ persons  recommended  as 
representing  families”;  do  those  persons  appear  in  your  column  to  represent 
families  ? — Not  always  ; if  the  head  of  the  family  appears,  yes;  but  if  one  or  two 
sons  are  mentioned,  they  are  not  put  down  with  a view  to  represent  distinct  an 
separate  families  ; they  are  only  put  down  with  a view  of  identifying  them  wi 
the  families  with  which  they  are  connected. 

12170-  Mr- 
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12170.  Mr.  Bettciu.]  John  is  put  down  with  six  in  family,  and  the  other  is  put 
down  with  eight  in  family,  and  Pat  with  six ; therefore  that  would  not  identify 
them  with  one  family  ?— -However  the  information  was  given  it  is  wrong,  because 
certainly  John  has  not  six  in  family,  and  has  no  land. 

12171.  Were  the  three  Hynes’s,  James,  John,  and  Pat,  in  the  same  list,  and 
given  in  on  the  same  day  to  the  officers  ? — The  list  I suppose  must  be  the  list 
drawn  up  by  the  secretary  from  the  overseers’  book. 

12172.  Are  the  three  names  in  one  list,  and  delivered  in  to  the  officer  on  the 
same  day  ? — 'I  should  suppose  so ; I have  not  examined  the  list. 

12173.  Chairman.]  Does  the  second  John  Hynes,  who  you  state  was  not  a 
member  of  Widow  Hynes’s  family,  reside  in  Carhuduff  ?— Yes. 

12174.  With  whom  does  he  live?— He  lives  in  the  same  house  with  Michael 
Shannon. 

12175-  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Who  is  Michael  Shannon?— He  is  a brother  to  my 
assistant,  the  Roman-catholic  curate. 

12176.  Chairman .]  And  your  cousin?— Yes,  Michael  Shannon  is  a cousin  of 
mine. 

12177.  What  age  is  John  Hynes?— I suppose  about  18  or  19  years  of  age. 

12178.  Is  he  a servant  of  your  cousin  ? — He  is  not. 

12179.  What  is  lie,  a labourer  ?— A labourer ; he  and  his  sister  live  with  him, 
but  they  have  no  claims  on  him,  being  only  relatives  to  his  wife. 

12180.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  In  your  opinion,  was  that  second  John  Hynes 
a proper  person  to  receive  relief  on  the  works  ? — Certainly. 

12181.  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  in  your  registry  or  list  to  show  that  the 
second  John  is  not  of  the  same  family  ? — I am  sure  I cannot  say. 

12182.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Although  the  circumstances  of  the  second  John 
Hynes  are  incorrectly  stated,  you  think  he  was  a person  who  ought  to  have  been 
put  upon  the  works  ? — I do. 

121S3.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  to  the  original  sheet,  and  tell  the  Committee 
whether  Widow  Hynes  appears  as  having  any  land  or  any  family? — Six  in 
family,  and  four  acres. 

12184.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  with  the  entry  under  her  son’s  name,  that 
lie  has  14  acres,  and  eight  in  family  ? — By  referring  the  Committee  to  my  evidence 
yesterday,  as  to  how  the  acreage  was  put  down ; for  the  committee  had  so  much 
to  do,  that  they  depended  upon  testimony.  Though  I know  the  woman,  and 
know  the  family,  I could  not  state  the  exact  quantity  of  land  that  she  has  with- 
out further  information  derived  from  others. 

121 S5.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Have  each  of  them  land  ? — No,  they  all  live 
together. 

12186.  Is  there  anything  to  denote  that  the  land  of  the  woman  and  the 
land  of  the  man  are  the  same  ? — I do  not  know  that  there  is  while  the  families 
live  together,  and  there  is  no  division  made  of  the  land ; the  land  is  attached  to 
the  head  of  the  family,  and  if  a second  person  were  to  be  put  to  work,  then  the 
land  was  attached  to  the  name  of  the  second  person.  As  to  the  quantity  of  land, 
I have  already  stated  in  evidence  that  I generally  gave  information  regal  ding  this 
townland,  as  knowing  it  better  than  any  other  member  of  the  committee ; I could 
not  state  the  exact  quantity  of  land. 

12187.  Why  is  the  woman  stated  to  have  four  acres,  and  the  son  14? — All 
that  she  possessed  probably  might  have  been  intended  to  have  been  given  down 
by  the  persons  applying  for  information ; I know  I did  not. 

12188.  You  do  not  know  ? — No,  I cannot  give  any  explanation. 

12189.  Then  it  is  not  the  fact  that  she  had  four  acres  and  that  the  son  had 
14  acres  ? — No,  it  is  not  a fact. 

12190.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  You  have  stated  you  acted  upon  a rule  that  when 
two  persons  were  put  down  upon  the  list,  the  whole  property  was  attached  to  his 
name  as  well  as  to  the  name  of  the  first  son  or  the  first  person  employed? — Yes. 

12191.  Was  even  that  rule  adhered  to  in  the  present  instance? — I am  sure  I 
cannot  say,  because  I know  the  second  son  got  on  the  works  without  any  know- 
ledge of  the  committee. 

12192.  But  I find  that  Pat  Hynes  has  five  acres  put  down  to  his  name,  and 
John  Hynes  has  14;  can  you  therefore  say  whether  the  rule  to  which  you  have 
referred  is  adhered  to  in  that  instance  ? — I have  already  stated  in  my  evidence, 
and  I beg  the  honourable  gentleman  to  observe,  that  I do  not  know  how  Pat 
Hynes  got  upon  the  works,  nor  do  I know  how  the  secretary  got  the  information. 

0-105.  4L  12193.  The 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 


18  June  1847. 
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Rev.  T.  Shannon.  121 93.  The  question  was,  whether  the  rule  which  you  said  was  acted  upon 

“7” by  the  committee  was  adhered  to  in  this  instance.  ? — I believe  it  must  have  been 

18  June  1847.  entered  imperfectly,  and  not  correctly  ; and  for  that  explanation  I refer  to  mv 
evidence.  ^ 

12194.  If  the  rule  to  which  you  have  referred  might  suggest  to  the  officers  of 
the  Government  that  the  same  property  was  intended,  do  you  think  that  stating 
different  quantities  of  land  might  also  give  the  Government  officers  to  unde£ 
stand  that  the  same  persons  and  the  same  property  were  intended? — I should 
think  so  if  that  were  a general  rule  ; but  as  it  must  necessarily  happen  in  some 
cases,  and  only  in  some  cases,  it  was  impossible,  with  the  great  quantity  of 
business  on  the  committee,  to  be  correct  in  every  point ; it  was  impossible  to 
avoid  mistakes. 

12195.  Chairman.]  If,  as  you  stated  some  time  before,  the  overseer  of  the 
works  had  put  on  either  one  or  both  of  these  persons,  and  he  gave  the  informa- 
tion to  the  secretary,  who  was  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of  it? — I suppose,  so 
far  as  the  secretary  was  concerned,  he  was  responsible  if  he  took  the  informa- 
tion, that  is,  in  case  he  could  derive  information  from  a better  source ; but  if 
he  could  not,  under  the  circumstances,  I do  not  see  how  he  would  incur  anv 
responsibility  by  doing  the  best  he  could. 

12196.  Will  you  look  at  John  Hynes,  with  14  acres  of  land,  and  tell  me  how 
many  he  has  in  family? — I find  two  Johns. 

12197.  To  which  name  are  the  14  acres  attached  ? — I cannot  say. 

12198.  Nor  to  what  person  six  in  family  are  attached  ? — I cannot  say. 

12199.  ^ the  six  iu  family  were  attached  to  the  son  of  the  widow,  does  that 
come  under  your  former  rule,  that  it  would  not  make  12,  but  only  six  in  family? 
— Exactly. 

12200.  Is  there  anything  in  the  list  to  show  the  inspecting  officer  that  those 
persons  only  represented  six  instead  of  12  ? — If  he  had  applied  to  us  we  could 
have  explained  it. 

12201.  Was  it  in  your  presence  that  Captain  Gordon  received  any  explanation 
of  your  meaning  in  making  out  the  lists  in  that  way  ? — It  was. 

12202.  Did  you  attend  to  what  passed  ? — I did. 

12203.  In  what  shape  or  way  was  the  explanation  given,  and  when? — It  was 
in  committee.  I could  not  state  the  date,  but  it  was  on  looking  over  the  list 
and  recommending  the  committee  to  make  a census ; it  was  explained  how  the 
number  of  the  family  was  added  to  each  person. 

1 2204.  How  soon  after  Captain  Gordon  entered  upon  his  duties  ? — I think  it 
was  very  soon  after. 

1 2205.  From  the  conversation  that  took  place  did  he  seem  to  know  what  you 
meant  by  the  explanation  ?—  He  appeared  to  me  to  understand  it. 

12206.  And  complained  of  it? — He  disapproved  of  it. 

1 2207.  You  altered  it  ? — We  began  making  a census  of  the  parish  and  making 
out  a list,  according  to  the  plans  suggested  by  him. 

12208.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien  away  from  the  country  at  that  time? — He  was. 

1 2209.  Do  you  remember  the  labourers  being  put  upon  task-work  ? — I do ; it 
was  very  soon  after  the  works  commenced. 

12210.  Did  the  labourers  object  very  much  to  that  sort  of  work? — They 
were  not  accustomed  to  it,  and  there  were  some  objections  to  it. 

12211.  Did  you  or  Mr.  O’Brien,  to  ■ your  knowledge,  and  other  members  of 
the  Liscannor  committee,  use  your  influence  with  the  labourers,  and  argue  with 
them  in  favour  of  submitting  to  that  sort  of  work  ? — We  did,  I think,  indi- 
vidually, and  collectively  as  a committee. 

12212.  Have  you  done  it  yourself?—!  have. 

12213.  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  O’Brien  having  done  so  ? — I do. 

12214.  Did  you  do  it  with  a view  of  giving  assistance,  in  that  respect,  to  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— Just  so. 

12215.  Did  your  remonstrances  and  arguments  with  the  men  put  them  into  a 
better  frame  of  mind  with  regard  to  that  class  of  work  ? — Yes. 

12216.  And  you  did  give  them  assistance  and  co-operation  ?— Yes. 

12217.  Was  any  complaint  made,  that  the  Government  officers  did  not  fix  the 
prices  beforehand  ? — Yes,  that  was  often  complained  of. 

12218.  What  was  done  upon  that? — We  complained,  I believe,  both  by  reso- 
lutions to  the  inspecting  officers  and  by  speaking  to  them  personally  on  it. 

12219.  Am  I to  understand  with  regard  to  that,  that  you  did  not  endeavour 
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to  reconcile  the  labourers  to  it,  but  endeavoured  to  have  the  plan  altered  r I 

did  not  for  one,  for  I thought  it  very  absurd  to  do  so ; but  we  thought  to  apply 
in  the  proper  quarter.  1 r * 

12220.  With  regard  to  the  measurement,  was  any  complaint  made  as  to  that? 
— Yes ; what  tasks  were  laid  out  for  them,  when  they  were  completed  were  very 
seldom  measured.  J 

1 2221 . What  effect  did  that  produce  upon  the  labourers  ? — It  produced  a very 
bad  effect;  it  demoralized  them.  J 

12222.  How  long  did  that  continue  ?— With  the  exception  of  some  stone- 
breaking or  quarrying,  I do  not  know  that  at  any  time  the  work  was  measured 
with  the  exception  of  very  few  instances. 

12223.  Who  were  the  inspecting  officers  at  the  time  that  the  complaints 
existed  ?— Captain  Wynne  was  the  inspecting  officer,  and  after  him  Captain 
Gordon.  1 

12224.  Did  it  continue  after  Captain  Gordon  arrived? It  did 

12225.  Did  you  complain  to  Captain  Wynne  of  the  want  of  measurement  ?— 
\es,  I complained  to  Captain  Wynne  of  it;  I think  it  was  by  a resolution  sent 
to  him. 

12226.  Did  you  apply  to  Captain  Gordon ’—Indeed  I have  not  a distinct 
recollection  of  it. 

12227.  Do  you  not  know  that,  at  the  time  Captain  Wynne  was  performing 
his  duties  there,  they  were  so  difficult  and  so  arduous  that  he  had  very  great 
difficulty  in  paying  attention  to  ail  the  applications  made  to  him  ’—Indeed  I 
think  so,  that  be  had  a great  deal  to  do. 

12228.  He  was  exceedingly  active,  was  he  not  ?— I never  thought  him  so. 
12229.  You  mean  he  did  not  attend  your  committee? — He  did  not. 

1 2230.  Had  he  not  necessarily  to  pay  attention  to  a great  many  parts  of  the 
district  ? — I believe  so. 

12231.  At  that  time  ? — Yes. 

12232.  Was  it  not  exceedingly  difficult  to  pay  attention  to  so  many  parts, 
separated  widely  from  each  other  ? — Indeed  I think  there  was  a great  difficulty 
in  doing  so.  J 

1 2233.  Mr . Bellew.~\  How  long  were  the  labourers  deprived  of  their  money 
in  consequence  of  the  work  not  being  measured  ? — On  the  commencement  in 
some  instances ; they  were  deprived  not  exactly  on  account  of  the  work  not 
being  measured,  for  I do  not  suppose  they  were  ever  paid,  except  in  the  first 
instance,  by  the  task. 

1 2234.  They  got  allowance  for  subsistence? — Yes. 

12235.  Mr.  Repton .]  Do  you  think  that  it  wrns  owing  to  any  neglect  of  Cap- 
taia  Wynne’s  that  the  people  were  not  paid  more  regularly  their  wages  ? — 
There  were  some  complaints  in  the  commencement,  and  there  were  reasons  for 
them ; they  were  not  paid  for  15  days  sometimes  in  the  commencement;  but  I 
could  not  state  whether  that  was  Captain  Wynne’s  fault  or  not. 

12236.  Mr.  Thornely.~\  Although  the  work  was  not  measured,  were  not  the 
men  paid  weekly  wages  on  account  ? — They  were. 

12237.  At  the  rate  of  about  lOd.  a day? — Yes. 
f 12238.  Do  you  not  think  the  rate  of  wages,  in  many  instances,  exceeded  the' 
wages  that  would  be  received  by  task-work  on  the  work  being  measured  ? — I am 
sure  it  far  exceeded  it. 

12239.  Then  with  reference  to  the  question  which  I put  as  to  wages  at  the 
rate  of  10  d.  a day,  that  was  called  subsistence  money,  I believe  ? — Yes. 

12240.  Mr.  Bellew. ] What  had  the  people  to  complain  of  if  they  would  not 
earn  more  by  task-work  ? — I hope  the  Honourable  Member  will  allow  me  to  ex- 
p am  a little;  had  the  task-works  in  the  commencement  been  measured,  and  a 
price  fixed  for  them,  labourers  would  have  earned  more  than  10  d.,  considerably 
more ; because  the  tasks  which  were  struck  out  for  them,  after  being  finished, 
ere  not  measured  nor  paid  for  in  proportion  to  the  labour,  they  thought  it  was 
se  ess  to  have  task-works  ; they  had  no  confidence  in  the  Board  or  the  com- 
1 ee  ^ induced  them  to  keep  to  task-work  ; they  became  idle,  and  I am 
re  ley  did  not  give  four  pennyworth  of  work  in  the  day,  in  many  instances. 

I-  12241  ‘ Mr.  W.  fVilliams.']  Although  they  received  10  c?.  they  did  not  perform 
^pennyworth  of  labour  ? — I am  sure  they  did  not. 

In  your  opinion,  was  that  in  consequence  of  the  officers  not  looking 
ciently  alter  the  persons  employed  ? — I think  so. 

°'10^‘  4 l 2 12243.  Sir 
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12243.  Sir  J.  Walsh.']  Was  it  any  part  of  Captain  Wynne’s  duty  to  measure 
the  works  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  his  duty. 

12244.  It  was  not  within  his  department  ? — Ido  not  think  it  was  within  his 
duty. 

12245.  Had  he  anything  to  do  with  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  measure  the 
works?— We  might  have  been  wrong  in  our  idea,  but  generally  the  officers  were 
united  altogether,  and  I could  not  draw  a line  of  distinction  between  their  duties. 

12246.  You  specified  Captain  Wynne  as  having,  you  considered,  not  been 
active  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  ? — I think  lie  was  not. 

12247.  Was  it  with  reference  to  those  points  in  which  you  are  not  aware 
whether  it  was  within  his  department  or  not? — With  reference  to  making  out 
the  lists,  or  ever  attending  the  committee  to  make  out  the  lists,  or  giving  them 
information  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 

12248.  Did  you  complain  to  Captain  Wynne  of  the  neglect  of  the  officers  in 
not  measuring  the  works  ? — I know  complaints  were  made,  but  whether  to 
Captain  Wynne  or  to  Mr.  Gamble  I cannot  state;  but  I think  there  are  resolu- 
tions to  that  effect  upon  the  Minute  Book,  which  will  show  it.  I believe  there 
is  a letter  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  to  Mr.  Gamble  upon  the  4th  of  November,  and  re- 
solutions of  the  9th  of  December,  which  will  confirm  that  point. 

12249.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  recollection  of  seeing  the  letter  from 
Captain  Wynne  to  the  secretary  of  the  relief  committee,  dated  Ennis,  November 
1846,  in  these  words:  “ Sir,  Have  the  kindness  to  inform  the  relief  committee 
that  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  be  found  possible,  I am  anxious  to  be  present  at 
its  meeting,  and  shall  thank  you  to  give  notice  of  such  meeting  to  me  parti- 
cularly, when  the  committee  may  wish  for  my  services  I do  not  recol- 
lect it. 

1 2250.  Do  you  know  whether  the  committee  ever  made  any  application  to 
Captain  W ynne,  asking  him  to  attend  your  meetings  ? — I think  so. 

122,51.  Do  you  know  it  of  your  own  knowledge  at  all  ? — If  I do  not  mistake, 
there  is  a letter  or  resolution  of  Major  Macnamara’s,  our  chairman,  after  Mr. 
O’Brien  left  the  country. 

12252.  Did  you  ever  see  that  letter? — I did. 

12253.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Was  the  fact  notorious  amongst  the  people  employed 
upon  the  works,  as  well  as  with  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  that  very 
little  work  was  done  for  the  money  that  was  paid  ? — Quite. 

12254.  Was  it  a source  of  complaint  of  the  landowners  in  the  district r — Mr. 
O’Brien  very  often  complained  of  it  before  lie  left  the  country,  and  Major 
Macnamara. 

12255.  When  those  complaints  were  represented  to  the  Board  of  Works  did 
they  take  any  measures  to  obtain  more  labour  from  the  people  ? — I do  not  know 
what  orders  might  have  been  given  to  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  to  be  more 
vigilant,  but  any  other  measures  with  regard  to  the  task-work  I am  not 
aware  of. 

12256.  Do  you  consider  that  if  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  bad 
performed  their  duties  with  proper  vigilance  more  work  would  have  been  done  r 
— Probably  by  very  great  attention  there  would  j but  I know  the  people  were 
inclined  to  he  idle  as  much  as  possible  when  the  task-work  was  not  at- 
tended to. 

12257.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  idleness  would  have  been  superseded  by 
more  industry,  if  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  performed  their  duties 
by  discharging  those  who  were  idle  ? — I really  do  not  know  how  to  answer  Ilia  > 
because  it  would  be  so  hard  to  discharge  the  poor  ; it  would  be  so  very  diftcu 
to  discharge  them. 

12258.  If  the  men  were  on  the  works,  and  refused  to  work,  they  were  not 
entitled  to  obtain  money  from  public  sources  ? — They  would  endeavour  to  escape 
the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  and  persons  placed  over  them,  as  well  as  they 
could.  f 

12259.  You  think  it  was  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  officers  of  the  Boar  0 
Works  as  the  indisposition  of  the  people  to  industry  ? — I think  what  first  ga 
rise  to  it  was  their  being  so  much  disappointed  ; they  worked  well  on  the  tas 
work  at  first;  they  were  paid,  I think,  in  a very  few  instances,  and  thus  1 J 
were  reconciled  to  it  through  the  means  of  the  gentry  and  clergy ; tlmn  w ^ 
they  were  disappointed,  and  got  no  payment,  they  resolved  to  have  their  0 
way,  and  work  as  little  as  they  possibly  could.  ^ jyjr. 
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12260.  Mr.  Belleic.]  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  wages  they  could  earn  was  not 
enough  to  support  their  families  in  the  distressed  circumstances  in  which  they 
were,  and  that  they  were  too  weak  bodily  to  earn  much  more  than  10  d.  a day  ? 
— That  became  the  case. 

12261.  Therefore  a larger  number  could  not  obtain  more  at  task-work  than 
they  could  by  subsistence  money  ? — Had  the  work  been  measured  from  the  com- 
mencement they  would  have  earned  more  money,  and  the  country  would  have 
been  benefited  by  it,  and  they  would  have  got  more  money  to  enable  them  to 
support  their  families,  and  to  procure  food  that  would  strengthen  them  to 
work. 

12262.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Had  the  officers  turned  the  poor  creatures  off 
for  being  idle,  they  would  have  starved,  would  they  not?— I think  so. 

12263.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  On  the  occasion  of  an  outrage  being  committed 
on  any  of  these  works,  the  poor  people  then  were  indiscriminately  turned  off? — 
I do  not  know  of  any  instance  in  our  localities ; I heard  so  of  other  localities. 

12264.  Chairman.]  Have  I understood  you  rightly  to  say  that  you  believe, 
from  what  you  know  of  the  labourers,  and  from  what  you  observed,  that  if  they 
had  been  working  task-work  at  fixed  prices,  and  if  the  task-work  had  been  regu- 
larly measured,  they  would  have  been  enabled  to  work  so  as  to  earn  fairly  more 
than  lOd.  a day,  which  was  paid  them  as  subsistence  money? — Yes. 

12265.  But  their  being  dissatisfied  at  the  fixed  prices  not  being  placed,  and 
the  task-work  not  being  measured,  they  refused  to  work,  excepting  to  earn 
about  4d.  a day? — They  worked  as  little  as  ever  they  could. 

12266.  That  therefore  injured  the  landowners  and  the  people  themselves  ? — 
Yes. 

12267.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Having  hard  work  to  support  their  families,  out  of  their 
earnings,  could  they  feed  themselves  sufficiently  well  to  enable  them  to  earn 
more  than  10c/.  a day? — They  would  be  better  able  to  feed  themselves  and 
their  families,  because  they  could  earn  a great  deal  more  in  the  commence- 
ment, and  especially  while  there  was  some  remains  of  the  potato  crop  of  last 
year,  and  also  of  the  corn,  and  so  on ; and  secondly,  when  that  was  all  exhausted, 
there  is  no  doubt  there  were  many  instances  where  they  were  so  feeble  that  they 
were  not  able  to  work. 

12268.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Whatever  work  they  perform,  they  get  their  10  d.  a 
day  for  it? — Yes. 

12269.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  How  long  do  you  suppose  they  continued 
earning  next  to  nothing  ? — I do  uot  know  that  there  was  any  great  improvement 
when  I left,  up  to  the  time  the  works  were  altogether  suspended,  since  I came  to 
London. 

12270.  And  then  you  say  they  were  very  idle? — Whenever  they  could  be; 
when  this  was  known,  1 know  that  some  of  the  overseers  connected  with  the 
Board  of  Works  were  striving  as  much  as  they  could. 

12271.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  to  Captain  Wynne’s  answer  to  Question 
1786,  in  which  he  put  in  a letter  he  received  from  your  committee  of  the  31st 
of  December  ; will  you  tell  me  whether  that  is  the  letter  to  which  you  allude  as 
being  an  application  to  him  to  attend  the  meeting? — No,  I do  not  allude  to  that 
letter. 

12272.  Does  that  letter  which  you  have  read,  in  your  opinion,  contain  any 
terms  which  Captain  Wynne  could'’  construe  into  an  application  to  attend  your 
meeting  ?— So  far  as  this  brings  under  his  notice  certain  abuses,  of  course  I 
should  think  it  was  his  duty  to  look  to  that ; he  ought  to  have  considered  it  his 
duty  to  attend  the  committee  and  look  after  it. 

12273.  Does  it  contain  a distinct  application  from  you  to  attend? — No. 

12274.  It  is  only  incidentally  that  he  would  construe  it  into  an  application 
to  attend? — Yes. 

12275.  Is  there  another  letter  to  which  you  refer,  containing  a more  direct 
application  or  requisition  to  him  to  attend  the  meeting? — I know  the  matter 
was  spoken  of  in  committee,  and  that  Mr.  John  Macnamara  wrote  a letter,  or 
resolution,  and  that  I saw  the  letter  which  he  told  me  he  sent  to  Captain  Wynne. 

12276.  Is  that  different  to  the  letter  you  have  read? — Yes. 

12277.  Lid  it  contain  a more  distinct  application  to  attend  the  meeting? — 
x es. 

12278.  Whether  Captain  Wynne  ever  received  that  letter  or  not,  you  have  no 
means  of  knowing  ? — No. 

0-105.  4 l 3 12279.  With 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 


18  June  1847. 
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1 2279.  With  regard  to  the  want  of  tools,  can  you  state  whether  there  w - 
deficiency  of  tools  which  prevented  the  men  from  performing  the  work  well*^  3 
They  had  scarcely  any  tools  for  a long  time,  besides  what  they  could  sn  T 
themselves  with.  PP  - 

12280.  Was  that  when  they  were  working  at  task-work? The  tasks 

pointed  out  to  each  gang,  so  much  of  a road  to  level,  or  so  much  of  a fenced 
make ; and  they  often  complained  to  me,  and  I spoke  to  Mr.  O’Brien  and  h° 
complained  of  the  circumstance. 

12281.  Did  it  cause  a great  dissatisfaction? — It  did. 

12282.  Was  any  remonstrance  made  to  any  of  the  officers,  and  which,  on  th 
subject? — Yes,  there  was  a remonstrance  made,  which  will  be  found  on  refer6 
ence  to  the  secretary’s  minute  book  of  the  29th  of  December. 

12283.  Did  yon  yourself  ever  apply  to  the  Government  officers?— No-  1 
proposed  a resolution  in  committee,  which  was  passed  and  signed  by  the  chair- 
man. 

12284.  Did  you  not  after  that  get  more  tools? — In  the  course  of  time  they 
did  get  more.  I know  one  officer  explained  it  by  saying  that  they  had  given 
orders  for  barrows,  and  that  they  could  not  get  them  ; and  I heard  Mr.  O’Brien 
state  that  had  the  orders  been  given  to  carpenters  in  the  locality,  he  would  have 
supplied  them  with  materials  out  of  his  own  yard. 

12285.  Were  there  orders  given  after  that  intimation  of  Mr.  O’Brien;  were 
carpenters  in  the  neighbourhood  employed  after  that  ? — I cannot  exactly  state. 

12286.  Were  the  tools  at  first  supplied  sufficient  for  the  number  of  persons 
put  on  the  works  from  the  regular  lists  ?— No,  there  were  no  tools  at  all  supplied 
on  some  of  the  works.  " 


12287.  Supposing  that  a number  of  tools  had  been  supplied  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  the  persons  on  the  list,  and  that  the  committee  had  put  other  men 
on  the  list,  that  would  have  rendered  the  deficiency  of  tools  more  marked, 
and  of  course  more  dissatisfaction? — Of  course,  as  the  numbers  increased  it 
would. 

. 12288.  And  if  the  overseers  and  check  clerks  added  still  more,  that  would 
increase  it? — Yes. 

12289-  Did  not  that  cast  great  difficulty  on  the  officers  who  had  the  control 
over  those  works  ? — It  might  a little,  but  the  tools  were  not  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  employed. 

12290.  When  you  sent  workmen  with  tickets,  did  you  take  any  precaution, 
or  consider  whether  they  had  tools  to  perform  their  work  with? — No,  they  sup- 
plied themselves  like  the  rest. 

12291 . But  there  being  a deficiency  before,  would  not  that  render  the  grievance 
£r®ajiei:  • On  some  occasions  that  I put  men  to  work,  I think  it  was  not  alone 
a deficiency,  for  I am  not  aware  that  they  had  any  tools. 

12292.  Not  those  that  were  previously  on  the  works? — Yes. 

12293.  How  would  they  earn  any  wages? — Just  with  their  own  spades  and 
shovels,  as  they  could  provide  themselves  with  implements. 

12294.  You  mean  no  tools  were  supplied  by  Government? — Yes. 

12295.  But  they  did  pick  up  what  tools  they  could,  and  perform  what  work 
they  could  with  them  ?— Yes. 


12296.  Mr.  Bellezv.']  Did  they  complain  of  not  having  tools? — They  com- 
plained to  me  of  it,  and  said  they  were  under  the  impression  they  would  be  paid 
tor  their  task-work,  and  they  were  anxious  to  have  plank,  and  pickaxes  and  so 
on,  to  enable  them  to  do  their  work  more  speedily ; but  after  that,  when  they 
ost  any  idea  of  getting  paid  by  task-work,  they  did  not  much  mind  what  tools 
they  had.  J 

122.97.  Chairman.]  Can  you  give  an  instance  in  which  you  heard  complaints 
ot  a wasteful  and  idle  expenditure  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works r — Yes,  there  were  cases:  for  instance,  at  the  Sandfield  Hills 
tliey  cut  up  a portion  of  the  road,  with  a view,  I believe,  of  cutting  a hill,  and 
en  laid  it  down  again  and  made  a deviation ; a loss  that  must  have  been  if  the 
money  were  paid  by  task-work ; and  whether  paid  by  task-work  or  not,  a waste 
work°ney  When  t le  men  Were  n0t  suPPlied  with  implements  necessary  for  the 


12298.  Whether  the  complaints  were  well  founded  or  not,  did  it  on  this 
occasion  cause  great  dissatisfaction  among  them?— I have  already  stated,  when 
they  were  under  the  impression  they  were  to  be  paid  by  task-work,  it  created 

p great 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  631 


great  dissatisfaction,  for  they  were  anxious  to  do  it;  but  as  soon  as  they  gave 
up  the  idea  of  being  paid  by  task-work,  they  did  not  care  much  what  tools  they 
used. 

12299.  Opening  the  work  and  abandoning  it,  causing  an  expenditure  of 
money,  gave  general  dissatisfaction  ? — Yes ; sometimes  the  workmen  were 
removed  from  one  work  to  another  without  consulting  the  committee,  and  they 
had  task-work,  from  which  they  were  removed  without  having  their  task  com- 
pleted ; that  caused  a great  deal  of  uneasiness. 

12300.  Were  complaints  made  on  that  subject? — Yes. 

12301.  To  whom? — To  the  committee. 

12302.  Did  the  committee  make  the  complaint  to  the  Government  officers ? 
—I  cannot  state  whether  there  were  any  resolutions  to  that  effect,  or  any  com- 
plaints made  in  writing. 

12303.  Mr.  Bellow.]  Would  not  the  people  rather  not  have  task-work  if  they 
were  to  be  paid  no  way  but  by  task-work  ?— The  committee  were  exceedingly 
careful  in  not  allowing  any  persons  to  work  for  a family  except  able-hodtecl 
persons,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  especially  was  very  strict  in  that  •,  and  then  of  course 
such  persons  only  being  on  the  work  they  would  be  better  paid  by  task-work. 

12304.  Chairman.]  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  revising  and  making 
a selection  from  the  supplementary  list  of  the  1st  January  ?— I do. 

12305.  I put  a list  into  your  hands ; will  you  tell  me  if  that  is  the  list  to 
which  you  allude? — This  is  the  list  of  the  5th  January. 

12306.  Is  that  the  one  to  which  you  allude  when  you  say  Captain  Wynne 
revised  it? — I have  a copy  in  the  register  of  the  list  sent  in;  it  was  termed  a 
supplementary  list,  dated  5th  January. 

12307.  Do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  revising  and  making  a selection 
from  that  list? — Yes. 

12308.  Have  you  any  remark  to  make  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  made 
the  selection  ? — 1 recollect  it  created  at  that  time  a good  deal  of  uneasiness, 
because  some  persons  got  two  men,  where  the  committee  only  applied  for  one; 
and  three  in  some  instances,  where  the  committee  only  applied  for  one. 

12309.  Did  the  committee  make  any  remark  to  Captain  Wynne  upon  that? 
— Yes,  that  was  explained  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara. 

12310.  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  a selection  of  persons  in  that  list  without 
any  communication  with  the  committee  at  all  ? — l believe  the  list  was  supplied 
to  him  by  the  committee,  with  remarks,  and  no  further  communication  than 
that. 

12311.  Did  he  make  any  communication,  and  ask  any  explanation  from  you, 
as  to  any  of  the  people,  before  he  put  on,  in  some  cases  two  and  in  others  three 
persons,  not  mentioned  by  you  ? — None  that  I am  aware  of. 

12312.  Did  that  cause  much  dissatisfaction  ? — It  did. 

12313.  Did  you  apply  to  him? — Mr.  John  Macnamara,  at  Ennistimon, 
explained  it  to  him. 

12314.  Was  Mr.  Macnamara  the  chairman? — He  was,  after  Mr.  O’Brien 
left  the  country  ; but  I have  not  a distinct  recollection  whether  he  had  left  the 
country  or  not. 


12315.  Do  you  know,  from  your  own  knowledge,  whether  the  persons  who 
were  selected  for  work  by  Captain  Wynne  out  of  that  list,  were  the  most  desti- 
tute?— I know  that  some  of  the  persons  selected  were  not  the  most  destitute 
in  fact,  or  according  to  the  information  supplied. 

12316.  Do  you  know  whether  the  persons  not  the  most  destitute  were  put  on, 
to  the  exclusion  of  some  much  poorer  ? — Yes. 

1 23! 7-  In  how  many  instances? — Indeed  I could  not  say. 

12318.  Was  it  once,  or  frequently  ? — In  that  list  I know  there  are  a good 
many. 

12319.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  list  in  which  the  same  thing  occurred  ? — I 
know  that  afterwards  the  same  error  occurred  ; an  instance  still  more  glaring 
afterwards,  in  the  revision  or  arrangements  made  of  the  list  by  Captain 
Cordon. 


12320.  The  same  error  was  fallen  into  by  Captain  Gordon  in  a subsequent 
list? — It  was;  and  as  well  as  I recollect  Captain  Gordon  made  that  arrange- 
ment without  consulting  the  committee  at  all.  ■ 

. l232i.  Do  you  know  from  what  information  Captain  Gordon  exercised  his 
judgment  ? -.-I  cannot  say. 

0,105-  * 4 l 4 12322..  Mr. 


Rev.  T.  Shannon, 


18  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 


1 8 June  1847. 


632  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

12322.  Mr.  Repton.]  You  do  not  know  to  wliat  extent  this  took  place  ?— I 
could  from  the  list  give  some  names,  while  I should  be  better  pleased,  as  far  as 
the  list  given  by  Captain  Wynne  is  concerned,  to  have  the  secretary  examined 
on  it ; but  as  some  few  instances  happened  in  my  own  neighbourhood  in  the 
arrangement  made  by  Captain  Gordon,  i could  name  some. 

12323.  Chairman.]  Mention  the  names? — Martin  Quin,  of  Killispuglinane, 
three  in  family' ; he  had  two  men  on  the  works  by  Captain  Gordon’s  revision  or 
arrangement  of  the  list. 

1 2324.  Flow  do  you  know  Captain  Gordon  put  these  two  men  on  ? — We  found 
his  name  on  the  list  sent  to  the  check  clerks. 

12325.  With  three  persons? — His  own  name  called  twice. 

1 2326.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  putting  that  man  on  the  list  twice  ? — No. 

12327.  Do  you  know  him? — Yes. 

12328.  What  family  had  he? — Only  three  in  family. 

12329.  Who  were  they? — I did  not  know  his  family;  the  information  was 
given  me  by  others.  I think  it  is  a wife  and  child  only. 

12330.  Cord  J.  Manners.]  How  do  you  know  that  Captain  Gordon  put  that 
man  on  the  works? — I am  certain  his  name  was  called  in  the  list  sent  to  the 
check  clerks,  and  upon  those  lists  so  sent  his  name  appeared  twice. 

12331.  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  recommended  by  one  of 
the  committee  to  be  put  upon  the  work? — I do  not  think  he  was;  anymore 
than  one. 

12332.  Chairman .]  Was  it  wrong  he  should  have  two? — The  committee 
thought  so,  when  there  were  larger  families  requiring  two  men  at  work,  who 
could  not  have  it  in  consequence  of  the  restriction. 

12333.  Captain  Gordon  did  not  ask  any  questions  of  the  committee  upon  that 
subject  ? — None  whatever  ; a very  great  confusion  arose  in  consequence  of  their 
not  having  consulted  the  committee.  Captain  Gordon  explained  afterwards ; he 
said  the  townlands  must  have  been  mentioned  wrong  by  the  committee,  but  we 
were  not  aware  of  any  instance  in  which  they  were  mentioned  wrong.  His 
answer  to  that  complaint  was  that  he  acted  as  he  thought  right,  and  that  he  was 
misled  by  the  manner  in  which  the  committee  returned  certain  lists.  That  was 
his  explanation. 

12334.  Had  he  been  misled,  do  you  think,  by  those  lists? — I do  not  know 
how  he  could  be. 

12335.  Might  he  not  ? — I admit  the  possibility,  but  I do  not  think  it  probable. 

12336.  I presume  you  did  not  intend  to  mislead? — No. 

12337.  Might  not  his  construction  have  been  different  from  yours,  and  there- 
fore might  he  not  have  been  misled  ? — When  he  had  only  one  name  in  a family 
given  him,  I do  not  know  how  he  could  be. 

12338.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  he  make  any  other  explanation  ?— Not 
that  I am  aware  of. 

12339.  Chairman.]  Have  you  any  other  name  ? — Martin  Emmerson,  of  Derry, 
is  only  two  in  family.  By  this  arrangement  of  Captain  Gordon  he  got  two  men 
at  work ; his  name  appeared  twice  on  the  list. 

12340.  Do  you  know  how  that  occurred? — The  only  explanation  he  gave  for 
all  was 

12341.  For  that  one  in  particular? — No. 

12342.  Did  he  include  that  in  the  general  explanation  ? — Yes. 

1 2343.  What  was  his  general  explanation  ? — It  was  that  the  townlands  must 
have  been  wrong  by  the  committee  in  the  lists.  _ , 

12 344-  Was  that  explanation  about  Martin  Quin  also  comprised  in  the  genera 
explanation  applicable  to  all  ? — Applicable  to  all.  , 

12345*  And  not  to  Martin  Quin’s  case  in  particular? — Not  more  than  t e 
rest. 

12346.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  What  had  the  townlands  to  do  with  the  num  ei 
of  people  in  a family  r — Nothing  whatever ; but  where  there  were  two  persons 
of  the  same  name  in  a townland,  that  might  be  the  cause  of  some  confusion. 

12347.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  In  this  case  were  there  two  persons  ot 
same  name  in  one  townland  ? — No,  , 

12348.  That  could  not  be  the  case  then? — Not  in  that  instance.  Thenex 
is  John  Donohoe,  three  in  family,  in  Killispuglinane,  two  men  to  work. 

122349.  Chairman.]  Can  you  give  a number  of  names  of  which  the  three  y 
have  mentioned  are  illustrations,  for  Captain  Gordon  to  see,  and  tell  the  ^ 
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mittee  whether  he  gave  the  same  explanation  to  all,  and  whether  you  think,  in 
all  those  instances,  Captain  Gordon’s  judgment  was  not  exercised  wisely  ? — In 
this  list  I have  about  14  or  15  names. 

12350.  In  Captain  Wynne’s  lists  of  the  5th  January,  do  you  find  a letter 
« S.”  before  each  name  he  selected,  to  show  he  had  so  selected  them  P — Yes. 

12351.  Did  you  attend  at  Ennistimon  sessions  on  the  4th  December?— 
I did. 

12352.  Were  you  present  when  Mr.  O’Brien  called  your  attention  to  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter,  and  wished  to  have  the  presentment  alluded  to? — I was. 

12353.  Was  that  objected  to  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ?— It  was. 

12354-  Did  you,  during  the  whole  of  that  meeting,  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  use  any 
offensive  expressions  towards  any  one? — No,  I did  not. 

12355.  He  urged  his  arguments  in  favour  of  his  views  ? — He  did. 

12356.  Did  he  urge  them  with  any  degree  of  energy  and  warmth  ?— He  is 
generally  in  the  habit  of  urging  anything  in  which  he  feels  interested  with  some 
warmth  ; but,  so  far  as  I am  concerned,  I really  thought  I never  saw  him  urge 
anything  more  calmly  than  he  did  on  that  day. 

12357.  Did  you  think  any  person  ought  to  have  taken  offence? — No,  I think 
not. 

12358.  Was  there  anything  to  incite  the  people  to  any  acts  of  violence  upon 
the  officers  ? — Certainly  not. 

1 2359.  Was  there  not  sufficient  to  make  them  dissatisfied  and  angry  with  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — There  were  some  remarks,  but  I do  not  think 
the  object  of  those  could  be  to  make  them  dissatisfied  ; but  I thought  at  the 
moment  they  would  have  a contrary  effect,  because  the  people  were  under  the 
impression  that  they  were  left  to  starve  both  by  the  gentry  and  the  Government, 
and  anything  to  show  that  the  gentry  had  their  interest  at  heart  would  rather, 

I thought  at  the  moment,  pacify  them  than  irritate  them. 

12360.  Did  it  produce  any  such  effect  upon  them  as  pacify  them? — I think 
certainly  that  there  was  a satisfaction  at  seeing  that  their  interest  was  at  heart, 
though  it  was  not  at  that  moment  I could  judge  that,  but  afterwards. 

12361.  Mr.  Williams!]  There  is  an  expression  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter, 
describing  to  the  Board  of  Works  the  occurrences  which  took  place  at  that 
meeting,  in  these  words : “ I,  and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board,  have  strong 
reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  who  appeared  to 
come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin,  and 
hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who  were  present.” 
Is  there  any  justification  whatever  in  making  such  a representation  of  that 
meeting,  in  your  opinion  ? — Nothing  that  I saw  or  heard. 

12362.  Do  you  think  the  thousand  people  assembled  were  persons  of  the 
worst  description  ? — It  was  too  bad  ; the  creatures  were  hungry,  as  I know,  and 
some  of  them  24  hours,  and  some  48  hours  without  having  tasted  a morsel  of 
food ; they  were  anxious  to  get  employment ; but  as  for  any  excitement,  or 
disorder,  or  danger  of  violence  to  any  person,  I saw  none. 

12363.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  people,  under  the  great  suffering  and 
privation  they  endured  at  that  time,  exerted  an  extraordinary  degree  of  patience  ? 
— Indeed  I think  so  ; I always  was  astonished  at  their  patience. 

12364.  Chairman.']  Did  they  deserve  such  a name  as  being  of  the  worst 
description  ? — I think  not. 

1 2365.  Mr.  Borthwick .]  What  class  of  people  were  they  ? — They  were  of  every 
class  down  from  the  independent  farmer,  the  cottier  tenant,  and  the  labouring 
poor  who  had  no  land,  and  every  class  of  that  description. 

12366.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  You  have  said  that  the  object  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
observations  was  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  people  an  impression  that  the 
gentry  of  the  county  did  not  care  for  them  ? — I beg  to  be  excused ; I have  been 
misunderstood  ; I said  I thought  it  would  have  that  effect. 

1 2367.  Did  you  think  the  effect  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  would  be  to 
make  the  poor  people  think  better  of  the  conduct  of  those  about  them  1 — I think 
it  would  have  that  effect. 

12368.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  would  give  the  poor 
people  to  understand  the  officers  of  the  Government  had  their  interests  at  heart  as 
well  as  the  gentry  of  the  county  ? — I do  not  know  that  it  would  have  that  effect, 
nor  do  I think  (I  have  not  a distinct  recollection  of  it  now)  that  he  alluded  to 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  at  all  in  that  observation. 
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Rev.  T.  Shannon.  12369.  Supposing  Mr.  O’Brien  only  alluded  to  the  gentry  of  the  country 

and  omitted  all  reference  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  would  that 

18  June  1847.  omission  on  his  part  leave  the  people  as  dissatisfied  in  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works  as  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  meeting  ? — [ do  not  know 
that  it  could  have  any  bad  result  so  far  as  the  officers  were  concerned. 

1 2370.  Chairman .]  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  allude  to  the  possibility  of  receiv- 
ing from  the  Board  of  Works  useful  and  profitable  employment  ? — Yes. 

12371.  Was  that  the  main  part  of  his  argument? — That  was  the  principal 
thing. 

12372.  Is  that  the  part  of  the  observations  of  Mr.  O’Brien  which  you  thought 
would  induce  the  people  to  think  the  gentry  were  attending  to  their  interests? 
— That  was  the  principal  thing  that  would  reconcile  the  people  and  satisfy 
them. 

12373.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien’s  argument  entirely  directed  on  that  occasion  to 
the  principle  of  the  mode  of  putting  the  people  to  work,  or  did  he  apply  any 
observations  personally  to  individuals  belonging  to  the  Board,  or  their  officers? 
; — I did  not  hear  any. 

12374.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  not  Mr.  O’Brien  address  several  of  his 
observations  to  the  body  of  the  court? — When  I was  listening  to  Mr.  O’Brien 
speaking,  his  attention  was  directed  more  to  where  the  officers  of  the  Board 
were  standing,  some  of  them,  at  all  events,  and  the  chairman  and  some  of  the 
rest  of  the  gentry.  I did  not  see  Mr.  O’Brien  turning  to  the  body  of  the  court, 
nor  addressing  them  as  such. 

12375.  Were  you  there  during  the  whole  of  the  meeting? — I was  not  there 
at  the  commencement,  but  I was  during  the  sessional  part  of  it. 

12376.  Will  you  say  that  during  the  sessional  part  of  it  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not 
address  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court? — I was  looking  to  him  and  listen- 
ing to  him  ; I did  not  remark  that  he  did. 

12377.  Is  it  possible,  if  you  were  looking  at  him  and  listening  to  him,  that  if 
he  addressed  the  body  of  the  court,  you  should  not  know  it?— It  is  barely  pos- 
sible he  could  do  it ; I do  not  recollect. 

12378.  If  a gentleman  who  was  present  says,  “ He  did  address  the  body  of 
the  court,”  is  that  gentleman  speaking  true  or  not? — I cannot  say,  but  I have 
no  recollection  nor  the  slightest  idea.  As  I came  in,  the  court  was  crowded ; I 
was  below,  at  the  foot  of  the  table ; I was  opposite  to  him,  and  I have  no  recol- 
lection whatsoever  that  he  addressed  himself  to  the  body  of  the  court. 

12379.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  address  anything  to  the  body  of  the 
court,  or  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court? — I have  no  recollection  that 
he  did. 

12380.  Is  it  possible  he  could  have  done  so,  and  you  not  hear  it? — Of  course 
it  is  possible ; I must  admit  the  possibility,  of  course ; but  I do  not  consider  it 
probable,  unless  it  might  have  escaped  my  memory  ; but  I have  no  recollection 
whatever  that  he  did. 

12381.  Did  any  other  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench  address  the  body  of  the 
court? — Why,  I do  not  recollect.  I heard  Major  Macnamara  saying  a few  words; 
I heard  Captain  Wynne  say  a few  words  in  explanation ; but  I have  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  person  addressing  the  body  of  the  court. 

12382.  Did  the  body  of  the  court  applaud  and  cheer  ? — I do  not  recollect  it. 

12383.  Mr.  Repton .]  Were  you  attending  closely  to  all  the  proceedings  In 
the  court  especially  during  that  business;  and  the  subject  introduced  being 
strange,  I spoke  to  some  persons  who  were  near  me,  at  least  I think  I did  so  as 
well  as  I recollect,  for  I had  not  heard  Mr.  O’Brien’s  view  before,  and  it  appeared 
strange,  although  I liked  it  greatly  at  the  moment ; I know  very  well  it  attracted 
my  attention,  and  mostly  took  off  my  attention. 

12384.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Your  attention  being  taken  by  the  business 
that  was  going  on,  I ask  you  again  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  address  the 
people  in  the  body  of  the  court  ?— 1 have  no  recollection ; it  is  possible. 

12385.  Did  any  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench  do  so  ? — I have  no  recollec- 
tion while  I was  in  court. 

12386.  Did  you  see  Mr.  John  O’Brien  there? — I did. 

12387.  Did  he  or  any  other  person  address  the  court  generally  ? — The  court, 
as  meaning  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers,  I think  Mr.  O’Brien  did  ; he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  adjourning  and  applying  to  Government  to  know  whether 
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the  thing  would  be  approved  of ; as  well  as  I recollect,  that  was  the  object  of 
what  he  said. 

12388.  Were  any  cheers  made  by  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court,  saying 
“ hear,  hear  ” r — 1 have  no  recollection.  J ° 

123S9.  Would  not  the  language  of  gentlemen  in  the  condition  of  Mr.  O’Brien, 
against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  be  calculated  to  excite  the  people  against 
them  ? Why  1 know  if  Mr.  O Brien  did  address  language  against  the  officers, 
that  it  would ; but  I have  no  recollection  of  hearing  him  do  so. 

12390.  Were  the  people  at  the  time  strongly  excited  ?— No,  I do  not  think 
there  was  any  other  excitement ; they  were  always  at  these  sessions  clamorous  for 
work  ; I do  not  recollect  any  other  excitement. 

12391.  Were  they  excited,  or  were  they  perfectly  quiet?— I think  they  were 
as  quiet  as  I saw  them  at  any  of  the  presentment  sessions. 

12392.  Were  they  perfectly  quiet? — Why,  so  far  as  meaning  any  violence,  I 
think  they  were ; but  they  were  always  anxious  to  be  near  the  bench,  and  they 
were  always  wishing  to  know  the  proceedings,  and  anxious  to  get  work;  and 
there  might  be  murmurs,  speaking  to  each  other  in  the  court ; any  other  excite- 
ment than  that  I have  no  recollection  of  seeing,  and  that  was  always  on  these 
occasions. 

12393.  Was  there  not  a feeling,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that  the  officers  of 
the  Board  were  opposed  to  them  ? — I have  no  recollection  there  was  any  such 
feeling  then.  J 

12394.  Do  you  consider  Mr.  John  O’Brien  a person  who  is  capable  of  forming 
a right  estimate  of  the  feeling  of  the  people  at  that  time  ?— Indeed  I do. 

1 2395*  Suppose  a gentleman  had  been  asked  “ whether  there  was  not  a strong 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  poor  and  destitute  classes  that  the  officers  of  the  Board 
were  opposed  to  them,  and  that  the  Members  for  the  county  and  other  gentlemen 
backed  them  up,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  were  in  their  favour  and  he  were 
to  say,  “ that  there  was,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  an  undue  degree  of  prejudice  on 
the  part  of  the  people  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Board,”  should  you 
consider  him  as  forming  a correct  estimate  ? — Indeed  I would  consider  him  a 
great  deal  better  able  to  form  an  estimate  than  myself. 

1 2396.  Chairman.]  Did  you  form  the  same  estimate  exactly  ? — Certainly  not 
on  that  occasion. 

12397.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Do  you  consider  it  was  for  the  public  interest, 
and  for  the  conduct  of  the  business  you  were  upon,  that  any  observations  should 
be  addressed  to  the  body  of  the  court  ?— I should  not  think  it  would,  if  such 
observations  were  addressed. 

!23g8.  Supposing  for  a moment  such  observations  were  addressed  to  the  body 
of  the  court,  do  you  not  consider  it  might  lead  the  people  into  a considerable 
degree  of  excitement  ? — I have  no  doubt  it  would. 

12399.  Supposing  the  people,  in  that  state  of  destitution,  had  been  con- 
siderably excited,  to  what  might  it  have  led? — If  observations  were  addressed 
to  them  in  the  body  of  the  court  with  that  view,  and  calculated  to  produce 
that  effect,  I am  sure  it  would  have  had  a bad  effect, 

12400.  In  your  judgment,  how  would  that  bad  effect  have  shown  itself? — I 
have  no  doubt  in  the  world,  probably  afterwards,  it  might  place  some  persons  in 
danger,  if  it  were  done  with  that  view. 

12401.  Do  you  mean  of  personal  safety,  life  or  limb? — Yes,  I do. 

12402.  Chairman.]  Did  anything  occur  likely  to  produce  such  an  effect? — 
Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

• 12403-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Supposing  the  people  had  been  taught  by  Mr. 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  or  any  person  in  authority,  that  the  officers  were  not  doing 
their  duty,  or  were  discharging  it  too  strictly,  do  you  consider  the  people  would 
be  excited  more  and  more  by  that  against  the  Government  officers  ? — I am  sure 
it  would  have  some  effect  on  them,  certainly. 

12404.  Would  it  not  make  them  view  them  with  increased  antipathy  ? — Of 
course  it  would  be  calculated  to  do  so. 

12405.  It  would  depend  upon  the  degree  whether  it  might  lead  them  to 
violence  % — So  far  as  violence  was  concerned,  I did  not  know  any  danger  of  it 
at  all. 

12406.  Supposing  such  language  as  that  had  been  held  to  the  people  in  their 

en  excited  state,  might  it  not  have  led  the  people  on  to  violence? — I have 
already  stated  that  that,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  the  result  of  it. 

°-,05-  4 m 2 12407.  Mr. 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 


18  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


636 

Ret.  T.  Shannon.  1 2407.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Knowing  the  character  of  the  people,  is  it  your  opinion 

that  anything  was  said  or  done  at  that  meeting  to  produce  the  effect  of  leading 

iS  June  1847.  the  people  to  commit  acts  of  violence? — I have  already  said  that  nothing  was 
said  or  done  calculated  to  produce  that  effect. 

1 2408.  Was  there  any  excitement  in  the  court  during  the  proceedings,  beyond 
that  which  usually  occurs  at  such  meetings,  of  a good  deal  of  clamour  on  the 
part  of  the  people  talking  to  one  another,  and  noises  of  that  description  ? — I have 
already  stated  I saw  nothing  else. 

12409.  Mr.  Bortlmoick.]  You  have  said  the  people  were  under  the  pressure  of 
hunger?— Many  of  them. 

12410.  And  want? — Many  of  them. 

12411.  When  a multitude  of  people  are  assembled  together,  labouring  under 
such  pressure,  undoubtedly  they  are  in  a more  inflammable  state  of  mind  than 
on  ordinary  occasions  ? — Yes. 

12412.  And  words  addressed  to  such  an  assembly,  which  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances would  produce  no  excitement,  might  produce  very  considerable 
excitement  ? — Of  course  it  is  easy  to  produce  excitement  then  ; but  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  the  people  in  general,  the  excitement  that  would  be  produced 
would  take  a different  direction  entirely;  the  first  object  would  be  property; 
that  was  the  first  thing,  for  the  people  very  often  told  me  they  would  not  starve 
while  they  saw  another  man  have  it ; that  was  the  first  direction  it  would  take ; 
unless,  as  the  Honourable  Member  asked  me  before,  the  words  were  expressed 
with  a view  of  producing  a different  effect ; but  in  the  state  of  things,  any  lan- 
guage not  directly  intended  to  that  object,  but  still  calculated  to  cause  more  or 
less  excitement,  the  first  direction  it  would  take  would  be  to  attack  private 
property. 

i 2413.  In  this  instance  there  were  two  descriptions  of  property  to  which  the 
public  mind  so  excited  might  direct  itself ; one  way  being  the  property  lying 
about  on  land,  stock  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  landed  proprietors  and 
gentry ; another  description  would  be  the  money  which  was  at  the  disposal  of 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  W orks ; and  of  course  an  excitement  produced  in  the 
public  mind  tending  to  make  it  direct  itself  to  property,  that  people  might  as 
well  be  excited  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  as  against  the  property 
of  the  gentry  ? — i do  not  know  that  it  would  ; I think  it  is  more  natural,  and  a 
great  deal  easier  for  them  to  take  the  sheep  and  cows  in  the  fields ; and  to  them 
they  would  direct  their  attention. 

12414.  With  those  answers  in  your  recollection,  your  impression  still  is  that 
all  you  heard  at  the  meeting  was  neither  intended  nor  calculated  to  produce 
such  excitement  as  would  produce  outrage? — That  is  my  opinion. 

12415.  Either  against  property  or  against  person? — That  is  my  opinion. 

1 2416.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Here  is  a thing  you  cannot  be  mistaken  about  ; 
was  there  applause  and  disapprobation  from  the  people  in  court;  aye,  or  no?— 
I did  not  hear  approbation  nor  disapprobation  at  what  any  of  the  gentlemen  in 
the  court  above  expressed ; and  1 know  that  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court 
where  I was,  had  a difficulty  in  hearing ; I had  to  be  attentive  to  hear  what  was 
expressed  above,  and  I am  sure  it  was  not  distinctly  heard  down  in  the  court, 
unless  some  person  near  them  above  might  have  cheered  or  so  ; and  whoever  it 
was,  if  a person  then  cheered,  assuredly  there  would  be  cheers  down  in  the  court, 
no  matter  who  it  was. 

12417.  Did  not  the  people  show  the  interest  they  took  in  what  passed  upon 
the  bench  by  loud  acclamations  of  assent  or  dissent  to  the  course  of  argument? 
— I have  no  recollection  of  it. 

12418.  You  were  there? — Yes. 

12419.  Did  it  happen  or  not? — I could  not  say  that  it  happened ; to  the  best 
of  my  opinion  it  did  not  happen  when  I was  in  court,  for  if  it  did  I think  I 
would  have  some  recollection,  but  I have  none. 

12420.  Mr.  llepton.]  You  stated  just  now  you  were  attending  attentively  to 
what  passed ; how  could  they  take  an  interest,  by  acclamation,  in  what  passed 
upon  the  bench,  without  your  hearing  it?— I cannot  say  how  it  was. 

12421.  But  you  were  listening  attentively? — 1 was;  my  attention  might  be 
taken  away  by  some  person  who  might  speak  upon  the  subject  matter  of  dis- 
cussion. 

12422.  Did  the  people  hear  what  was  going  on? — I do  not  think  the  body  of 
the  court  down  could  hear  what  was  going  on. 

12423.  Solicitor -General] 
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12423.  Solkitor-General.]  If  any  person  were  to  say  that  he  had  no  doubt 
that  people  heard  right  well  what  passed  on  the  bench,  what  would  you  say  to 
that?— I would  not  say  but  that  that  person  told  the  truth  ; but  I can  state  the 
circumstances  (and  I have  already  stated  them)  in  which  I stood.  I was  at  the 
foot  of  the  table,  and  1 did  not  hear  distinctly;  I had  to  be  attentive  when  I 
heard  the  matter  spoken  of;  that  is  my  opinion,  that  they  could  not  hear  dis- 
tinctly; another  gentleman  might  have  formed  another  opinion,  and  might  have 
a better  opportunity  of  judging,  from  standing  higher. 

12424.  You  have  told  us  it  was  not  more  noisy  than  the  usual  meetings? — 
I think  so. 

12425.  And  you  say  the  usual  meetings  are  not  noisy,  but  quiet  ? — There  was 
a clamour,  and  persons  crowding  in  expecting  to  get  work  that  daj' ; and  there 
was  a kind  of  clamour  for  labour  at  every  one  of  them. 

12426.  It  is  not  a clamour  for  labour;  the  question  is  whether  the  people  ex- 
pressed assent  or  dissent  during  the  discussion  which  passed  upon  the  bench  ? — 
I have  already  stated  in  evidence,  and  I now  repeat,  that  I have  no  recollection. 

12427.  Chairman .]  If  a former  witness  has  said  there  was  much  clamour 
among  the  people ; it  was  a general  circumstance  at  similar  meetings ; is  that 
a correct  answer  ? — It  is  a correct  answer  to  say  there  was  the  clamour  I have 
described;  but  the  clamour  of  approbation  or  disapprobation  which  took  place, 
as  to  what  passed  upon  the  bench,  I have  no  recollection  of. 

12428.  Mr.  IF.  Williams.]  When  you  state  there  was  no  expression  of  appro- 
bation or  disapprobation,  you  mean  there  was  not,  I presume,  a general  expression 
throughout  the  court,  but  still  that  individuals  might  have  expressed  approba- 
tion or  disapprobation  ? — The  cesspayers  no  doubt  did  ; but  my  observations  are 
not  directed  to  those  who  formed  the  court,  but  to  those  who  were  in  the  body 
of  the  court. 

1 2429.  If  approbation  were  expressed  by  the  general  body  of  the  meeting, 
your  attention  would  have  been  directed  to  it?  — 1 think  so. 

12430.  But  if  partial  disapprobation  by  a few  individuals,  your  attention 
might  not  have  been  called  to  it  ? — It  is  possible. 

12431.  In  the  midst  of  the  clamour? — It  is  possible  such  a thing  might  par- 
tially take  place,  and  I might  only  consider  it  the  same  as  usual ; but  I saw 
nothing ; I have  no  recollection  of  any  cheering  or  approbation  in  that  way, 
nor  disapprobation,  in  the  body  of  the  court,  and  my  recollection  of  it  was  just 
as  of  any  other  extraordinary  sessions. 

12432.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  You  have  said  there  was  at  all  those  sessions  a cla- 
mour for  employment ; do  you  mean  by  that  that  there  was  a general  buzzing  and 
conversation  among  the  people,  or  a general  demand  addressed  to  the  court  ? — A 
general  buzzing  and  talk  among  themselves. 

1 2433.  Each  addressing  his  neighbour  ? — Each  addressing  his  neighbour,  and 
so  on. 

12434.  Did  that  produce  a considerable  amount  of  noise? — Indeed  it  often 
did. 

*2435.  And  on  this  particular  occasion,  was  it  your  impression  that  the  noise 
so  produced  was  so  general,  that  people  in  the  body  of  the  court  might  not  hear 
all  that  passed  on  the  bench,  or  might  not  hear  it  distinctly  ? — My  impression  is, 
that  were  there  no  noises  in  the  court  they  would  have  a difficulty  in  hearing 
observations  made  by  gentlemen  on  the  bench  ; that  is  my  impression. 

12436.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Your  impression  is,  that  people  did  not  hear 
what  was  going  on  ? — My  impression  is,  they  did  not. 

12437.  With  that  impression  on  your  mind,  it  is  not  likely  there  was  either 
assent  or  dissent  by  acclamation  to  it? — No,  1 have  no  recollection. 

12438.  If  they  did  hear  what  was  said  in  the  body  of  the  court,  and  that  was 
calculated  to  excite  them,  would  they  not  express  their  feelings  by  acclamation 
of  assent  or  dissent  ? — I suppose  they  would ; I should  think  so. 

12439-  Supposing  they  did  not  hear,  would  they  express  their  feelings  by 
acclamation  ? — I should  think  not ; unless  some  other  person  did,  and  then 
they  might  cheer  with  them. 

12440.  Chairman.]  Am  I to  understand  you  to  represent  that  you  yourself,  who 
was  standing  nearer  the  speakers  than  the  persons  assembled  in  what  you  call 
the  body  of  the  court,  only  heard  indistinctly  r — Yes. 

12441.  And  from  that  you  collect  that  thev  could  not  hear  very  plainly  ?— 
Yes. 

0.105.  4 M 3 12442.  Do 
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12442  Did  I rightly  understand  you  to  state  to  the  Committee  that  some 
persons  nearer  to  the  speakers  cheered,  and  that  in  answer  to  the  cheer  the 
people  in  the  body  of  the  court  cheered  ? — No,  I do  not  recollect  that  they  did  • 
but  there  might  be  some  murmur  of  approbation  among  them. 

12443.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  without  hearing  what  was  said,  but  merely  givino- 
a murmur  of  approbation  in  answer  to  a cheer  of  some  persons  between  you  and 
the  speakers? — No;  I mean  to  say  that  the  persons  between  me  and  the 
speaker  might;  and  I have  no  doubt  they  did,  for  I know  they  approved  of  Mr 
O’Brien’s  suggestion. 

12444.  Mr  .Solicitor-General.']  They  who  were  upon  the  bench? — No;  the 
cesspayers  between  the  speaker  and  me ; that  they  approved,  and  I know  it 
appeared  to  them  as  novel  as  to  myself ; and  they  spoke  to  me,  and  approved 
of  it. 

12445.  Did  they  cheer  ? — No. 

12446.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.']  Do  you  mean  the  cesspayers  appointed  by  law 
to  attend? — Yes,  and  the  other  cesspayers  who  did  not  that  day  belong  to  the 
court. 

12447.  Chairman .]  Who  comprised  the  court? — My  idea  of  that  was  that 
the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  assembled  together  constituted  the  court. 

12448.  What  do  you  call  the  body  of  the  court? — I mean  the  part  down  from 
the  boxes,  where  the  crier  stands. 

12449.  If  Mr.  John  O’Brien  has  before  stated,  in  answer  to  question  9341, 
“ Did  Mr.  O’Brien  address  any  observations  to  the  people  ?”  “ Yes,  we  all 
addressed  the  court  generally what  do  3rou  understand  by  the  meaning  of 
the  word  “ court”  ? — I mean,  as  I have  already  stated,  what  the  court  signifies; 
but  if  you  say  the  court  in  general,  I mean  all  the  people, 

12450.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  have  no  doubt  I was  asking  about  the 
people  ? — I thought  so, 

1 245 1 . Did  not  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court  express  their  assent  or 
dissent  by  cheering? — I have  no  recollection  of  it ; I have  already  answered 
that  question, 

12452.  Chairman-]  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  address  the  people 
in  the  body  of  the  court  as  separate  from  the  court  itself  ? — I did  not ; 1 have 
no  recollection  that  he  did. 

12453.  Did  he  address  his  observations  aloud,  without  any  reference  to  the 
position  of  the  court  ? — When  speaking  he  was  at  one  side  of  the  chairman,  and 
he  turned  over  to  where  the  other  gentlemen  were,  and  towards  the  cesspayers 
on  the  other  side  of  the  table,  and  in  that  position  I saw  him  and  heard  him 
speak  and  enforce  his  arguments ; but  I have  no  recollection  that  he  turned 
towards  the  body  of  the  court,  or  addressed  a single  word  to  them. 

,2454-  How  was  his  position  with  regard  to  the  gentlemen  you  call  the  court, 
and  the  body  of  the  court  ? — I think  he  stood  on  the  right  hand  of  the  chair- 
man. 

12455.  Did  the  chairman  sit  in  front  of  the  whole  body? — In  front. 

12456.  Who  was  between  him  and  the  gentlemen  in  the  body  of  the  court? 
—Underneath  him,  on  each  side  of  the  table,  were  the  associated  cesspayers, 
who  did  that  day  belong  to  the  court. 

12457-  Following  in  a line  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  opposite  the  associated  cess- 
payers, who  came  next? — I do  not  know,  but  I think  Captain  Wynne  was  at 
the  side,  as  well  as  I recollect ; the  same  side  as  he  stood. 

12458.  What  was  the  bench ; was  it  a raised  platform? — The  bench  is  raised 
considerably  over  the  level  of  the  table,  and  the  bench  is  below. 

1 2459-  What  do  you  call  the  body  of  the  court? — I have  already  stated  my- 
opinion,  and  that  is,  down  from  the  boxes  where  the  police  and  crier  generally 
stand. 

12460.  Was  the  majority,  the  gentlemen  you  call  the  court,  between  Mr. 
O Brien  and  the  body  of  the  people,  in  the  body  of  the  court  ? — They  were ; the 
majority  of  those  who,  in  my  idea,  constituted  the  court,  that  is  the  associated 
cesspayers,  the  magistrates  were  on  each  side  of  them,  and  the  associated 
cesspayers  on  the  benches  underneath,  and  then  there  was  a great  crowd  01 
other  gentlemen  and  respectable  persons  on  each  side. 

12461.  Were  the  gentlemen  in  the  immediate  line  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and 
the  body  of  the  court  persons  who  had  a right  to  attend  and  hear  the  discussion . 
— There  were  not  immediately  underneath  him. 

12462.  In 
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12462.  In  addressing  them,  must -Mr.  O’Brien  have  had  his  body  turned 
towards  the  body  of  the  court  ?— I do  not  recollect  that  he  turned  straight  down  • 
he  addressed  his  observations  towards  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  and  he’ 
addressed  the  cesspayers  in  that  position,  but  never  turned  fairly  down  towards 
the  court,  so  far  as  I recollect. 

12463.  Do  you  mean  the  body  of  the  court? — Yes. 

12404-  Sir  'J.  IValsh .]  Did  he  speak  in  a very  loud  tone  of  voice? No. 

1 246.5.  A ou  stated,  that  although  you  did  not  suppose  that  people  could  very 
distinctly  hear  what  passed  in  the  body  of  the  court,  yet  that  some  persons 
might  have  heard  him,  and  might  cheer,  which  signal  might  be  re-echoed  by 
the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court ; did  anybody  cheer  r— I have  no  recollection 
that  they  did.  I say  that  in  my  opinion,  the  persons  in  the  body  of  the  court 
could  not  hear  unless  such  a thing  were  done,  but  I have  no  recollection  that  it 
was. 

1 2466'.  It  might  have  been,  but  it  was  not  ?— It  might  have  been,  but  I have 
no  recollection  that  it  was. 

12467.  Chairman.']  Were  they  useful  and  profitable  works  that  Mr.  O’Brien 
advocated,  such  as  the  tillage  of  the  land  ? — Yes. 

t2468.  Was  that  more  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  people  than  the  works 
upon  which  the  officers  where  putting  them  ? — Indeed  it  was. 

12469.  Mr.  Bellem.]  Were  not  the  larger  portion  of  persons  employed  upon 
the  works,  persons  not  possessed  of  land  ?— I would  not  say  that  the  larger 
portion  had  not  more  or  less  land  ; I think  there  were  as  many  upon  the  public 
works,  at  least  representing  families ; there  may  be  two  for  families  which  had 
none,  but  I think  there  were  as  many  families  possessing  more  or  less  land,  who 
were  upon  the  works,  as  persons  who  had  no  land. 

12470.  To  all  those  who  had  no  land  it  was  of  no  importance  whether  the 
works  were  productive  or  not,  provided  they  were  supported?— To  them  it  was 
of  no  importance,  of  course. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellevv. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 


Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Repton. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL  took  the  Chair,  pro  tern. 


The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

1247i-  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  the  following  questions  ; did  you  Rev.  T.  Shannon. 
attend  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct  on  the  10  th  December? — - ‘ ' 

1 dld‘  ...  19  June  1847. 

12472.  On  that  investigation  was  it  your  opinion  that  Mr.  Millett  acted  inju- 
riously in  keeping  a large  number  of  the  men  waiting  for  him  near  Doolin 
irom  Monday  till  Friday? — I think  so. 

. 12473-  Will  you  tell  us  why  ? — I thought.it  imprudent  of  Mr,  Millett  to  have 
given  instructions ; as  well  as  I recollect,  it  appeared  at  the  meeting,  to  the 
clergymen,  either  personally  or  through  Major  Macnamara,  to  have  the  men  at 
e work.  I have  not  a distinct  recollection  how  it  came  to  be,  I know  his 
conduct,  in  my  opinion,  appeared  very  imprudent,  to  call  so  many  men  together, 
an  at  the  same  time  to  disappoint  them  ; not  being  employed  it  was  dangerous. 

1 2474  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Millett’s  excuse? — Yes,  I heard  him  give  some 
excuse;  I do  not  exactly  recollect  what;  I believe  he  gave  more  than  one. 

'now  one  was,  that  he  was  prevented  by  a mob  in  Ennistimon  the  day  he  was 
determined  to  go  there. 

.12475-  Did  you  not  consider  that  was  a sufficient  excuse? — If  Mr.  Millett,  in 
going  to  Bally nalacken,  was  prevented  by  those  people,- 1 would  certainly ; but 
‘105-  4M4  from 
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from  what  came  out  at  the  investigation,  I did  not  think  that  Mr.  Millett  was 
going  to  that  locality  when  he  was  surrounded  by  the  mob. 

1 2476.  Was  he  discourteous  to  Major  Macnamara  in  any  way  ?— Not  while  I 
was  present  at  the  meeting. 

12477.  On  the  10th  December  was  the  meeting  conducted  with  order  and 
regularity  ? — Very  orderly,  until  that  investigation  was  finished. 

12478.  What  happened  then  ? — As  soon  as  the  investigation  was  over  I left 
the  room  and  went  out ; but  I was  told,  when  I was  outside  the  courthouse,  that 
some  letters  were  given  in  by  Captain  Wynne. 

12479.  Did  yon  return  to  the  courthouse?— I did. 

12480.  Tell  us  what  passed  when  you  got  back? — The  Venerable  Archdeacon 
Whitty  was  reading  a letter,  I think  from  Mr.  Westropp  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
bringing  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  chairman  ot  the  Liscannor  committee, 
and  the  committee  generally,  and  another  letter,  I think,  from  Mr.  Westropp  to 
Captain  Wynne  himself.  After  I came  in  Archdeacon  Whitty  apologized  occa- 
sionally, as  he  read  them,  for  being,  as  he  said,  placed  in  that  disagreeable 
position  of  beintj  obliged  to  read  them ; and,  after  reading  the  letters  and  the 
charges,  Mr.  O’Brien  indignantly  repelled  them,  and  said  he  invited  and  courted 
the  strictest  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  and  in  the  course  of  his  address  he  made 
use  of  the  word  “ conspiracy.” 

12481.  Tell  us  what  he  said? — I think,  as  well  I recollect,  it  was,  that  there 
were  proofs  of  a conspiracy  against  him. 

12482.  Did  he  say  who  had  conspired? — Not  that  I recollect. 

12483.  Did  he  mention  the  Government  or  the  Government  officers?— Not 
that.  I recollect.  He  made  use  of  the  word  “ conspiracy”  as  against  him, 
without  naming,  at  the  moment,  by  whom. 

12484.  Did  you  understand  who  it  was? — I thought  he  alluded  to  Deau 
Stackpoole  and  his  agent,  and  the  Government  officers. 

1248.5.  Chairman.']  To  whom  did  he  address  the  word  “conspiracy”  when 
he  used  it? — I do  not  recollect. 

12486.  Who  was  speaking  at  the  time? — lie  addressed  the  chairman  when 
he  commenced,  and  I do  not  recollect  that  he  directed  his  speech,  after  that,  to 
any  one  at  all  in  particular,  or  that  he  turned  to  any  person  when  he  made  use 
of  the  word  “ conspiracy.” 

12487.  When  he  made  use  of  the  word  “ conspiracy,”  what  did  Captain 
Wynne  say  ?— Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  treated  those  remarks  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
with  contempt;  he  made  use  of  the  word  “ contempt”  towards  Mr.  O’Brien. 

12488.  Mr.  Bellow.]  What  were  the  remarks  to  which  you  understood  Cap- 
tain Wynne  to  refer? — I understood  him  to  have  addressed  it  to  Mr.  O’Brien, 
on  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien. 

1 2489.  Did  he  express  contempt  for  him  personally  ? — I think  it  was  the 
observations  he  made. 

12490.  Was  it  not  relative  to  some  particular  observations  he  had  made.— 
I do  not  recollect  that  it  did.  t . , 

12491.  Chairman.]  When  he  said  that  he  treated  those  observations  with 
contempt,  was  it  not  immediately  after  Mr,  O’Brien  had  said  something  about 
a conspiracy? — It  was. 

12492.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  “ conspiracy”  had  reference  to  Captain 
Wynne,  among  other  persons? — I think  it  had. 

12493.  Now,  when  that  occurred,  what  did  the  meeting  do  ? — There  wa9  very 
great  excitement. 

12494.  What  did  they  do? — There  was  a general  buz  and  talking, 
tain  Wynne  was  then  about  to  explain,  and  some  of  them  said,  “ He  shall  no 
be  heard and  there  was  an  extraordinary  sort  of  excitement  in  the  meeting. 

1 2495.  What  did  they  do  ? — I saw  that  they  did  nothing,  but  that  they  spoRe* 
and  the  room  was  very  noisy. 

12496.  Did  persons  keep  their  chairs  ? — I believe  some  of  them  stood  up. 

1 2497.  Who  rose  from  their  chairs  ?— Indeed  I could  not  say.  « 

12498.  What  did  the  persons  who  rose  from  their  chairs  do?  l“ey ,g 
expressed  indignation  at  the  language  made  use  of  by  Captain  Wynne  towa 
the  Honourable  Member  for  the  county.  . , 

12499.  What  did  they  do  ; that  is  what  they  said?-r-I  saw  nothing  else  1 
their  standing  up. 


*2500.  Did  any  person  raise  his  hand?— I did  not  see  any  one. 


12501 


. Did 
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12501.  Did  any  person  ? — I cannot  say. 

12502.  Now  before  Mr.  O’Brien  used  the  word  “ conspiracy,”  did  he  not 
complain  of  having  letters  read  at  a meeting  which  was  not  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, without  having  had  notice? — I do  not  recollect  now. 

12503.  Sir  J.  Walsh .]  Was  this  in  a private  room? — Yes. 

12504.  After  it  was  adjourned  from  the  public  to  a private  room  ? — Yes ; and 
the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct  took  place  after  the  adjournment, 
and  this  scene  was  after  the  investigation. 

12505.  Chairman.]  Did  you  attend  the  investigation  held  at  Liscannor  on  the 
17th  December? — I did. 

12506.  Were  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  present  ? — They  were. 

12507.  Who  composed  the  committee? — There  were  a great  many  persons 
there. 

12508.  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien? — Yes;  and  Major  Macnamara  was  there; 
and  o-eutlemen  forming  other  relief  committees  were  there. 

12509.  Who  was  in  the  chair? — Major  Macnamara. 

12510.  Was  Daniel  Walsh  there  ? — He  was. 

12511.  Did  you  know  the  man  ? — I did. 

12512.  Did  he  call  any  witnesses? — He  did. 

12513.  Were  they  tenants  of  Dean  Stack poole’s  ? — They  were. 

12514.  About  how  many? — Why,  I believe  about  six  or  seven,  as  well  sis  I 
recollect. 

12515.  Were  any  questions  put  to  them? — Yes. 

12516.  Who  by? — Captain  Wynne,  and  by  some  other  persons;  I think  by 
the  chairman ; I know  Captain  Wynne  proposed  questions  to  them. 

12517.  What  sort  of  questions? — He  generally  asked  them  whether  they  had 
any  complaints  to  make  against  the  Liscannor  committee,  or  whether  they  knew 
of  persons  on  the  works  who  ought  not  to  be. 

12518.  Did  he  get  any  answer? — Yes,  they  answered  in  the  negative. 

12519.  Did  he  put  any  other  questions,  except  whether  they  had  complaints? 
—He  did  put  some  other  questions,  but  what  I do  not  recollect. 

12520.  Did  he  get  any  answers  to  them  ? — Indeed  I do  not  recollect  the  an- 
swers he  got. 

12521.  At  that  meeting  did  Mr.  O’Brien  charge  Daniel  Neylan  with  anything  t 
— Yes. 

12522.  What  did  lie  charge  him  with  ?— He  charged  Neylan  with  having  got 
up  this,  or  having  been  the  cause  of  it,  and  that  from  some  ill  feeling.  Mr. 
O’Brien  stated  some  case  in  particular,  in  which  he  had  compelled  Neylan  to 
make  restitution  to  some  poor  woman  years  before  ; he  accused  Neylan  of  being 
actuated  from  some  such  vindictive  motive. 

12523.  Did  he  not  charge  Neylan  with  having  robbed  the  woman  ? I do  not 
recollect  that. 

12524.  Was  Neylan  himself  examined?— He  was. 

12525.  By  Captain  Wynne  ? — By  Captain  Wynne. 

1 2526.  What  answer  did  he  get  ? — As  well  as  I recollect,  Neylan  answered  the 
very  same  as  the  others.  , 

12527.  That  he  had  no  complaints ?— 1 That  he  had  no  complaints,  and  that 
he  did  it  because  being  required  to  do  so  by  the  tenants. 

12528.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Does  Daniel  Neylan  live  in  your  parish?— Yes.  _ 

12529.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  of  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  O Brien,  ot 
Daniel  Neylan  having  robbed  a woman  named  Jenny  Moutte  ? No,  I do  not 
know  it.  . 

1 2530.  Never  heard  it  ? — I believe  I heard  it  some  time  before  the  investiga- 
tion ; but  I do  not  recollect  having  heard  it  before  the  matter  was  com- 
menced. 

12531.  But  you  have  heard  it?— Yes;  I heard  it  some  time  before  that  day.^ 

1 2532.  Not  the  word  “ robbed  ” ? — I do  not  recollect  that  the  word  “ robbed 
was  made  use  of.  _ _ » 

1 2533.  I think  it  is  stated  that  you  sent  a message  to  Neylan,  through  Morgan 
O’Loughlin,  before  that  investigation? — I have  no  recollection  of  having  sent 
any. 

1 2534-  Chairman.]  Was  the  charge  by  Mr.  O’Brien  against  Daniel  Neylan  at 
a period  of  time  before  you  could  have  known  anything  of  the  matter  . It  was 
while  I was  out  of  the  country.  — , 

0.105.  4N  12535-  Did 
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Hev.  T.  Shannon.  12535.  Did  you  hear  at  that  meeting  Captain  Wynne  say  that  the  cl 

brought  by  the  tenants  were  entirely  unfounded,  and  Mr.  Westrnnn  iar^e® 

19  June  3847.  very  improperly  in  not  coming  forward  ?— I heard  him  say  somethin!  to*?? 

same  purpose.  ® ine 

1 2536.  Did  you  hear  him  say  he  would  feel  it  his  duty  to  report  to  the  Bo-irH 
of  Works  to  that  effect  ? — I did.  a 

12537.  Did  Mr.  Gamble  say  anything?— He  concurred  in  the  same  opinion 
expressed  by  Captain  Wynne.  ^ 

1 2.538.  Did  you  see  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne  shake  hands  upon  that 
occasion? — I did.  r 

1 2539-  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  observed  the  progress  of  the 
public  works  in  your  district  during  the  time  they  were  in  operation?— I 0h 
served  them  as  I occasionally  passed  by  them. 

1 2540.  From  such  observation  did  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
public  money  was  wastcfully  employed  in  such  works  ’—Indeed  I consider  it 
was. 

12541.  To  a great  degree  ?— Indeed  I consider  it  was  to  a very  mat 
degree.  J ° 

12542.  To  what  degree?— I could  not  state  for  a certainty  to  what  degree- 
but  1 know  in  some  of  the  instances,  when  the  presentment  sessions  were  made’ 
some  of  them  were  made  under  my  own  direction,  and  the  sum  then  presented 
was  double  exactly  what  they  would  present  for  at  ordinary  sessions  for  the  same 
work ; and  I know  that  presentments  were  three  times  afterwards  made  to 
complete  that  work. 

12543.  Mr.  M».]  Were  you  present  at  the  presentment  sessions ?—  I was 
present  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions. 

12544.  At  the  sessions  where  this  improperly  large  sum  was  granted?— Yes; 

I was  present  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions ; I believe  not  at  all  of 
them. 

12545.  Was  not  that  the  proper  place  to  object  to  too  large  a sum  beW 
presented  for  the  works;  was  it  not  the  exact  place  to  make  the  objection?— It 
might  have  been. 

22546.  Chairman .]  Do  you  impute  the  wasteful  employment  of  the  public 
money  to  the  committees  or  the  Board  of  Works?— Why,  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  as  I think. 

12547.  Alone? — Alone. 

12548.  What  had  the  Board  of  Works  to  do  with  making  the  presentments 
too  large?— Nothing. 

. 12549-  Was  it  not  the  fault  of  the  presentment  sessions  ? — I do  not  consider 
it  was,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  I say  so:  that  these  large  sums  which  the 
presentment  sessions  approved  of  for  the  work,  were  not  afterwards  found  suffi- 
cient  to  complete  those  works ; and  I think  that  must  have  been  from  the  fault  of 
the  officers  of  the  Board. 

1 2550*  In  your  opinion,  the  officers  of  the  Board  were  in  fault  during  the 
whole  time  that  you  were  observing  their  operations  ? — I think  that  the  first 
great  false  step  was  not  to  have  attended  to  the  taskwork ; not  to  have  measured 
it,  and  paid  the  men  according  to  that  work.  After  that,  when  that  was  given 
up,  I know  it  was  very  difficult  for  them,  and  I may  say  impossible  for  them,  to 
Keep  the  men  at  work  honestly,  or  to  give  fair  value  for  their  wages. 

1 Scarcely  any  of  the  men  would  work  at  all ; was  not  that  so? — They 
would  not  if  they  could  avoid  it. 

.A2®'  Mr.  Thornely.]  Although  the  work  was  not  measured,  they  received 
lOd.  a day  subsistence  money?— Yes. 

. 12553-  Mr.  Repton.]  Do  you  think  the  men  would  rather  have  received  sub- 
sistence money,  and  have  done  no  work,  if  they  could  have  supported  themselves 
upon  the  lOrf.  .—  I am  sure  many  of  them  would,  but  those  who  would  be  indus- 
rnore.Sjy  mcllned  would  Prefer  having  taskwork,  and  an  opportunity  of  earning 

t ? the  mass  of  the  population,  generally  speaking,  p-e- 

lerred  taskwork  r— I could  not  say  generally,  but  I know  some  of  them  would. 

*2555.  Chairman.]  Were  not  the  stewards  over  these  idle  men  recommended 

. by  persons  in  the  country  ?— They  were,  I believe,  occasionally. 

♦I,  125A°-  ^ landowners  m the  whole  country  ?— Not  always;  I think  that  was 
me  subject  matter  of  complaint  against  Mr.  Millett  by  Major  Macnamara. 

12557-  Bat 
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1 2557.  But  in  your  district  were  they  not  recommended  by  your  landowners  J 
— I believe  some  of  them  were. 

J255S.  Were  not  nearly  all  ? — 1 think  not. 

12559.  Will  you  mention  any  one  that  was  not  recommended  by  the  land- 
owners  or  the  committee  ? — We  had  strange  stewards  in  the  parish  ; I do  not 
know  by  whom  they  were  recommended. 

1 2560.  Can  you  name  any  one  that  was  not  named  by  a landowner  or  the  com- 
mittee ? — We  could  not ; we  had  no  means  of  knowing,  at  least  I do  not  know 
by  whom  they  were  recommended  ; but  I think  they  were  not  recommended  by 
any  of  the  landowners  in  the  district.  J 

12561 . Can  you  name  any  who  were  not?— I do  not  know,  because  I had  no 
means  of  knowing. 

12562.  Mr.  Aglionby.]  If  the  men  were  doing  work  by  task,  had  the  stewards 
anything  to  do  excepting  to  seethe  taskwork  was  properly  done  r— J do  not  know 
that  I could  answer  that  question  ; I believe  that  would  be  their  principal  duty. 

125G3.  If  the  men  were  to  do  taskwork,  and  to  be  paid  by  taskwork,  had  the 
stewards  any  reason  for  controlling  the  quantity  of  work  which  was  to  be  done? 

■ — I am  aware  that  they  had  ; that  is,  provided  no  other  persons  were  allowed 

to  do  the  work  except  the  persons  placed  upon  the  relief  lists. 

12564.  If  the  taskwork  was  to  be  paid  for  by  the  quantity,  the  stewards  would 
only  have  to  regard  the  public  money,  and  to  see  that  that  which  was  done  was 
paid  for  ? — Yes. 

12565.  Mr.  Bellew .]  Were  there  not  persons  of  all  ages  on  the  works,  and  of 
all  degrees  of  strength  ? — Yes,  I believe  there  were. 

12566.  Do  you  continue  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  taking  the  whole  number, 
if  they  had  been  paid  by  measure,  and  in  no  other  way,  they  would  have  earned 
more  than  they  did  ? — I am  of  that  opinion,  and  I will  give  you  my  reasons : 
in  the  commencement,  as  I have  already  stated  in  evidence,  the  committee 
were  opposed  to  having  feeble  persons,  either  too  young  or  too  old,  and  Mr. 
O’Brien  especially  was  opposed  to  it,  and  had  they  then  been  paid  according  to 
their  wages  they  would  have  earned  it,  and  then  the  other  persons,  young  boys, 
who  were  not  so  strong  nor  able  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  the  men  them- 
selves, would  have  been  paid  according  to  their  work,  for  there  was  a strong 
feeling  among  them  when  they  expected  they  would  be  paid  by  . taskwork,  that 
the  boys  were  to  be  put  in  a gang  by  themselves  and  be  paid  according  to  what 
they  earned  ; and  all  were  inclined  to  work  as  well  as  they  could,  and  many  of 
the  men  told  me,  “ We  would  be  as  well  pleased  to  have  a boy  of  14  if  he  be 
smart  and  active,  for  we  will  find  some  employment  to  suit  him,  and  he  will  be 
as  useful  to  us  as  a man  of  30.” 

12567.  You  stated  you  thought  it  was  a useless  expenditure,  and  a much 
larger  sum  presented  than  ought  to  have  been ; do  you  not  know,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  presentment  sessions  presented  for  a sum  generally  larger  than  might 
be  required  for  the  work  ; that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  bound 
only  to  expend  what  was  proper,  and  that  the  rest  would  be  to  the  credit  of 
other  works? — I was  not  aware  of  that  point. 

12568.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask,  were  not  the  poor  people  employed 
m gangs  ? — They  were. 

1 2569.  For  contract  works  ? — Yes. 

• 12?7°*  ^ow  many  might  the  gangs  consist  of? — I.  think  they  generally  con- 
sisted of  from  14  to  20. 


1257i*  Were  boys  in  gangs  amongst  others  ? — Yes,  there  were  boys. 

12572.  I am  desired  to  ask  whether  two  boys  were  not,  in  many  cases,  put  on 
tor  one  man  ?— Yes,  they  were. 

12573-  Mr.  Aglionby .]  If  all  gangs  worked  together  by  contract,  was  it  not 
more  to  their  interest  than  the  steward  of  the  Government,  to  see  that  the  men 
Qid  their  work  ?— I think  so. 

12574-  The  men  in  their  own  gang  ? — I think  so. 

12-575-  Was  it  the  person  who  took  the  contract,  or  the  Government  officer, 
who  set  out  the  taskwork  ? — The  Government  officer,  I think,  or  some  of  his 
wards  or  check-clerks,  laid  out  the  taskwork,  and  appointed  so  much  for 
each  gang. 

T> 1 25/6.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  the  head  of  each  gang  act  as  a sort  of  steward  ? — 
ere  was  what  we  generally  term  a gangsman,  and  over  him  a steward,  and 
'er  “lese  overseer ; a gangsman  was  placed  over  a body  of  15  or  16,  selected 
°’,05*  4 n 2 by 
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by  themselves  ; the  steward  was  placed  over  five  or  six,  or  three  or  four  gangs 
and  appointed  by  the  engineer. 

12577.  Who  selected  the  chief  gangsman  ? — The  men  themselves  selected  the 
first  gangsman,  who  was  over  their  body  only,  as  I understood  it  to  be ; I believe 
it  was  not  always  the  case,  for  I understood  the  gangsman  was  often  appointed 
by  the  overseer  acting  under  the  engineer  in  the  district. 

12578.  The  overseer  acting  under  the  engineer  in  the  district  disputed  this 
appointment  sometimes,  did  he  not  ? — I cannot  say  that  of  my  own  knowledge  • 
but  I heard  so. 

12579.  Had  the  men  who  took  the  contract  no  control  over  the  appointment 
of  these  men  ?— 1 There  was  no  taking  of  contract,  so  far  as  I understand  it ; but 
the  work  was  laid  out  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  for  each  gang. 

12580.  Mr.  / Iglionby .]  In  answer  to  a question  by  me,  whether  they  worked 
by  contract,  you  meant  only  by  contract,  that  they  worked  by  task  ? — Certainly. 

12581.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  case  of  John  M'Mahon 
(Silver),  mentioned  by  Captain  Gordon  ? — I do  not  know  the  case. 

1 2582.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  struck  off  by  the  relief  committee  when  Mr. 
O’Brien  left  the  country  ? — I am  not  aware  of  it  while  I was  connected  with 
the  committee. 

12583.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  taken  off  at  the  time  the  20  per  cent, 
was  taken  off  the  works  ? — I do  not  know. 

12584.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  ? — I know  he  is. 

12585.  Mr.  Repton.]  Was  he  struck  off  the  relief  committee  afterwards,  or 
did  he  remain  subsequent  to  Mr  O’Brien’s  leaving  the  country  ? — When  I was 
connected  with  the  committee,  M‘ Mahon  was  not  struck  off;  but  I did  not 
attend  the  committee  since  the  26th  February,  and  after  that  the  20  per  cent, 
was  struck  off. 

12586.  Chairman .]  Was  he  a person  in  destitute  circumstances  ?— We  con- 
sidered him  so. 

1 2587.  Had  the  committee  great  difficulty  in  striking  off  the  20  per  cent.  ? — 
I think  so  ; they  must  have  had. 

12588.  Were  you  in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

1 2589.  What  time  was  it  that  you  struck  them  off? — I believe  about  the  com- 
mencement, about  March;  I did  not  attend  the  committee  from  the  26th 
February. 

Mr.  AGLIONBY  took  the  Chair.. 

12590.  Chairman.']  Can  you  give  the  difference  in  opinion  as  to  the  confusion 
or  waste  of  time  and  money  occurring  on  the  works  after  the  remission  was  made 
by  Captain  Gordon,  in  the  absence  of  the  committee,  to  which  you  have  alluded? 
— Yes;  at  that  time  numbers  were  thrown  out  of  employment,  and  the  men 
who  were  selected,  as  well  as  those  whose  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  lists, 
had  to  be  going  from  one  place  to  another  to  try  and  make  out  on  which  list 
their  names  appeared,  and  they  were  so  employed  for  three  or  four  days;  some 
of  them  for  one  day,  and  some  for  two,  and  some  for  three  or  four  days. 

12591.  Will  you  give  the  date  of  that? — That  I think  was  early  in  February. 

12592.  Were  any  of  them,  in  consequence  of  their  removal  from  the  list  on 
which  they  had  been  placed,  taken  to  works  remote  from  their  residences? — Very 
remote ; some  of  them  appeared  on  lists  four  miles  away  from  their  own  place. 

1 2_593 • Did  that  occasion  loss  of  time  and  complaint  ?— Great  loss  or  time, 
and  it  was  a great  grievance  to  them. 

1 2 5 94-  Mr.  JBellew.]  Do  you  mean  there  was  no  work  nearer  than  four  miles . 

There  was  work  nearer,  but  in  consequence  of  the  arrangement  of  the  lists 
by  Captain  Gordon,  not  having  consulted  the  committee,  the  names  of  persons 
appeared  upon  lists  for  roads  four  miles  away  from  their  homes. 

l<^595‘  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  whether  any  were  taken  off  the  taskworks 
on  which  they  had  been  previously  employed,  and  which  were  not  finished. 
Some  of  them  told  me  so. 

12596.  Did  that  occasion  great  dissatisfaction  ? — Very  great. 

12597.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  make  any  complaint  to  Captain  Gordon 
of  that? — Yes. 

12598.  By  whom  ? — I believe  the  complaint  was  made  to  him  by  a resolution 
from  the  committee  through  Mr.  . Morris,  the  district  engineer,  and  I complained 
in  person  to  him  of  it. 

12599.  Can 
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1 2599.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  answer  Captain  Gordon  gave  Rev.  T.  Shannon. 

you  when  you  made  those  complaints  ? — He  said,  in  excuse,  that  the  names  of  

the  townlands  must  have  been  given  down  wrong  by  the  committee  or  the  secre-  *9  June  l®+7*. 
tan-,  and  he  said  he  would  arrange  it  with  Mr.  Morris,  and  he  spoke  to  Mr. 

Morris  in  my  own  presence  to  have  that  rectified. 

12600.  What  Mr.  Morris? — The  district  engineer. 

12601.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  rectified? — It  was  not;  I believe  there 
were  some  instances  of  it  rectified,  but  in  general  it  was  not. 

1 2602.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  men  were  kept  off  their  work  by 
that  course,  for  three,  or  four,  or  five  days  ? — Some  of  them  were  kept  off  for 
two  or  three  days  at  all  events. 

12603.  Did  Moloy  or  McJuirney,  two  of  the  superintendents,  give  any  order 
to  the  check  clerks  respecting  those  labourers  whose  time  had  been  so  wasted  ? 

Yes ; they  ordered  they  should  be  checked  and  paid  for  it. 

12604.  During  the  time  they  were  not  doing  work? — Those  two  or  three 
days ; but  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I must  say  that  I recommended  the  course, 
inasmuch  as  I thought  it  a grievance  to  have  these  poor  creatures  deprived  of 
their  hire. 

12605.  You  recommended  that  the  men  should  be  employed,  although  they 
did  no  work,  preferring  the  waste  of  public  money  to  the  dissatisfaction  and  loss 
that  the  men  would  sustain  if  the  men  received  no  money  ? — Yes. 

12606.  Were  the  committee  satisfied  with  the  explanation  or  excuse  that 
Captain  Gordon  or  any  other  officer  made  to  you,  with  regard  to  the  case  you 
mentioned? — No.  • 

12607.  Did  you  make  any  second  remonstrance  with  him? — I think  that 
Captain  Gordon  instructed  us  to  form  the  list ; at  all  events  he  went  into  Liscan- 
nor,  and  attended  their  committee,  and  remained  for  some  time  while  they  were 
making  up  part  of  the  list ; he  instructed  us  to  make  up  the  rest  of  it,  and  to 
hand  it  to  him  at  Eunistimon;  we  did  so  the  same  day ; he  was  in  a hurry  to 
go  to  another  committee  in  Killilagh ; we  formed  it,  and  I handed  it  in  the  same 
evening  to  Captain  Gordon  at  Ennistimon,  and  he  left  me  under  the  impression 
that  he  would  act  on  it  the  following  day : he  communicated  with  John  Mac- 
narnara  that  he  could  not  put  all  those  men  on  the  works  without  throwing  out 
others  to  make  room  for  them  ; and  with  that  proceeding  I was  not  at  all  satis- 
fied, for  I thought  he  should  have  given  us  the  same  intimation  before  we  went 
to  the  trouble  of  making  out  such  a list. 

12608.  Will  you  state  whether  Captain  Gordon’s  supposition  that  the  town- 
lands  might  have  been  incorrectly  stated  by  the  committee  was  well  founded  ? 

— I think  not.  _ . 

1 2609.  What  reason  have  you  for  saying  so  ? — The  fact  is,  I gave  in  the  town- 
lands  ; I gave  them  correct  to  the  secretary,  and  the  secretary  took  them  correct, 
and  it  did  not  weigh  much  with  me,  because  we  knew  them  more  correctly  than 
Captain  Gordon  did. 

12610.  In  cases  where  you  are  certain  that  you  returned  the  correct  town- 
lands,  did  any  of  those  irregularities  occur  ? — They  did. 

12611.  Mr.  JBellew.]  Are  you  aware  of  Molier  having  been  returned  as  one 
town] and,  though  it  contains  three  or  more  townlands?— Yes,  I am  aware  of 
Molier ; but  I do  not  think  that  any  mistake  could  have  arisen  there,  inasmuch 
as  through  all  the  townlands,  strictly  and  almost  solely,  the  men  were  employed 
on  that  line. 

12612.  You  are  aware  that  it  was  the  fact? — Yes,  I am. 

12613.  Chairman .]  Is  it  a general  denomination,  well  known  in  the  country, 

“ Major  Macnamara’s  Estate”  ? — It  is.  _ 

12614.  Did  any  of  the  irregularities  you  have  complained  of  occur  m that 
townland  ? — I do  not  recollect.  _ . 

12615.  On  the  revision  of  the  lists  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne  by  Captain. 

Gordon,  can  you  state  how  many  persons  were  put  out  of  employment  by  Captain 
Gordon  in  the  month  of  February  last  ? — I think  there  must  be  nearly  200. 

12616.  In  what  condition  were  those  persons? — A great  many  of  them  were 
in  a very  destitute  condition. 

12617.  Do  you  speak  of  that  of  your  own  knowledge?  I do- 

12618.  Had  those  persons  whom  you  describe  as  being  in  a very  destitute 
condition  any  land  or  cattle  ? — A great  many  of  them  had  neither. 

0.105.  4 n 3 12619.  Had 
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Bev.  T.  Shannon.  12619.  Had  many  of  them  one  or  both? — Some  of  them  had  and 

had  not.  a S0me 

19  June  1847.  12620.  Can  you  say  how  many  had  neither  land  nor  cattle  ? I could 

present.  * not  at 

12621.  Does  your  answer  of  persons  being  in  great  destitution  apply  to  tl 
who  had  any  land  or  cattle,  or  only  to  those  who  had  none  ?—  To  some  of  tl 

1 2622.  Did  you  make  any  complaint  to  Captain  Gordon  that  so  many1?"11’ 
destitute  condition  were  put  off  the  list  ? — I told  him  so  when  I gave  him  the  f ? 

12623.  What  did  he  say?— I forget  anything  else  in  particular,  except  that 
he  left  me  under  the  impression  that  he  would  act  on  the  list  the  following  a 

1 2624.  Did  he  do  so  ?- No.  G daY 

12625.  Hid  he  not  send  some  of  them  to  work  again?— Some  of  them  were 
sent  to  work  in  this  way : I got  a letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  telling  me  that  h 
would  attend  to  particular  recommendations  of  mine ; but  I did  not,  though  I 
knew  he  was  authorized  by  Captain  Gordon,  take  it  as  a satisfactory  reply 
although  I did  give  tickets  to  some  persons,  there  were  very  few  of  them  set  to 
work. 

12626.  Was  not  that  power  which  Mr.  Morris  gave  to  you  a compliance  on 
the  part  of  Captain  Gordon  with  your  desire  that  some  of  those  persons  he  had 
put  off  should  be  put  to  work?— i did  not  consider  it  so.  I do  not  suppose  that 
more  than  six  or  seven  were  so  taken  on  the  works  by  Mr.  Morris.  1 

12627.  When  you  complained  to  Captain  Gordon  of  destitute  persons  bein°- 
removed,  did  he  not  desire  you  in  committee  to  make  out  a list,  for  his  con- 
sideration, of  the  persons  whom  you  called  destitute? — I do  not  know;  I sup- 
pose he  did  at  the  time  ; I do  not  recollect.  ’ 1 

1262S.  Did  you  not  prepare  such  a list?— I have  already  given  that  in 
evidence. 

12629.  Having  prepared  the  list  in  accordance  with  liis  wishes,  did  you  take 
it  to  him  in  Ennistimon  ? — I did. 

12630.  Did  Captain  Gordon  say  anything  when  you  gave  him  that  list?— 
I have  already  stated  he  said  to  me  he  would  act  upon  the  list,  and  take  it  upon 
my  word.  The  list  contained,  I think,  190  names,  and  every  name  upon  that 
list  was  the  name  of  a destitute  person. 

. 1 2^3i*  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Were  the  persons  left  upon  the  list  more  des- 
titute than  those  who  were  struck  off  by  Captain  Gordon  ?— The  majority  of 
those  struck  off  were  more  destitute  than  some  who  were  on. 

12632.  Can  you  give  any  names  in  proof  of  what  you  say? — If  Captain  Gor- 
don, as  he  can,  will  produce  the  list  I supplied  to  him,  I will. 

12633.  Ho  you  know  about  how  many  persons  would  be  left  upon  the  labour 
lists  after  Captain  Gordon  struck  off  200  ? — I could  not  state  the  exact  number. 

12634.  A thousand  people,  do  you  suppose? — I should  think  at  least,  if  not 
more. 

*2635.  Do  you  still  think,  having  your  memory  refreshed,  that  the  majority 
of  the  persons  who  were  struck  off  at  that  time  by  Captain  Gordon  were  more 
destitute  than  some  of  those  who  were  left  on  ? — I do  say  that  a great  number 
of  them  at  all  events  were. 

12636.  Can  you  prove  that? — I can.  I find  a great  many  of  those  who  had 
no  land  and  no  cattle,  and  no  anything,  who  were  turned  off. 

12637.  And  in  destitute  circumstances  ? — Certainly.  (A  list  furnished  by  the 
Witness  to  Captain  Gordon  was  put  into  the  Witness’s  hands.) 

1263s.  Will  you  name  them? — Hannah  M‘Donough,  Carhuduff ; Honora 
Nagle,  Michael  Keene  (David),  Michael  Keene  (Phillip),  Tom  Reidy,  Richard 
Carmady,  Michael  Gorden,  John  Macmahon  (Silver).  The  last  person,  I would 
observe,  was  put  out  of  employment  by  Captain  Gordon’s  arrangement  on  that 
occasion. 

12639.  Chairman.]  You  have  given  eight  names,  can  you  say  whether  any 
o them  were  on  the  list  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  chairman? — I could  not  state 
that ; but  I know  the  secretary  will  be  able  to  state  it. 

1 2040.  Whether  or  not,  do  you  know  that  they  were  on  the  works  ? — I do. 

12041.  And  that  they  were  put  off  by  Captain  Gordon’s  orders  ? — Yes. 

12642.  At  that  time  did  Captain  Gordon,  to  your  recollection,  make  any 
remark  about  their  having  been  on  the  list  at  all  ?— Yes,  he  did  make  such  a 
remark  at  Liscannor,  I think. 

12643.  Do  you  remember  what  he  said  about  that  ?— Indeed  I do  not. 

12644.  According 
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12644.  According  to  the  usual  practice,  then,  might  those  persons  not  have 
been  put  upon  the  works  in  some  way  or  other,  although  they  were  not  on  the 
list  signed  by  the  chairman  ? — Indeed,  certainly  they  might. 

12645*  Can  you  state  whether  boys  or  men  in  service  were  ever  placed  on 
the  labour  list  by  the  committee  ?— No. 

12646.  Can  you  state  whether  any  boys  or  men  who  were  in  service  were 
ever  put  upon  the  works  by  tickets,  or  in  any  other  way  by  members  of  the  Lis- 
cannor  committee,  so  far  as  you  know  ?— Never  acting  as  a committee ; but  I 
could  not  say  whether  some  individual  members  did  so  or  not.  I know  well 
that  several  boys  got  on  the  works  by  indirect  means. 

12647.  Were  they  boys  in  service? — They  were. 

12648.  Did  you  ever  put  a person  so  situated  either  on  the  list  or  on  the  works 
by  ticket  ?— I do  not  recollect. 

12649*  Do  y°u  l™0'7  whether  Mr.  O'Brien,  in  speaking  of  such  a course 
always  discouraged  it  and  opposed  it? — I know  he  did. 

12650.  Do  you  remember  an  application,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  for  a 
person  called  the  “ Dummy,”  and  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  said  they  could  not 
break  through  their  rule,  and  refused  to  put  the  man  on  ? — I think  he  did,  but  I 
have  not  a distinct  recollection  of  it. 

12651.  Could  those  persons  have  got  on  the  lists  without  the  concurrence  or 
connivance  of  the  check-clerks  ? — I should  think  not. 

12652.  In  the  committee,  in  addition  to  refusing  to  place  old  and  feeble  men 
upon  the  works  at  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  did  not  Mr.  O’Brien 
himself  take  charge  of  their  interests,  and  see  that  they  were  put  into  the  work- 
house  ? — Yes ; Mr.  O’Brien,  I believe,  is  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
he  always  was  opposed  to  having  them  upon  the  works,  for  two  reasons;  first,  it 
was  a loss  to  the  public,  and  it  was  fitter  to  have  those  persons  provided  for  in 
the  workhouse. 

12653.  Do  you  know  why  Mr.  O’Brien  opposed  in  committee  admitting  single 
men  having  no  families  and  not  working  for  others?— His  reason  was,  that  it 
was  fitter  to  allow  the  persons  who  had  families  to  support,  to  be  upon  the  works ; 
a single  man  had  other  resources,  such  as  the  army  or  the  navy ; it  was  easier 
for  them  to  provide  for  themselves  than  the  man  who  had  a family. 

1 2654.  Did  he  urge  that  as  a reason  for  not  putting  them  on  the  works  ? 
—■Yes. 

126.55*  When  Captain  Gordon  first  succeeded  Captain  Wynne  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duties,  had  you  an  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  executed  them  ? — Yes. 

12656.  What  opinion  did  you  form  ? — I was  greatly  pleased  with  him. 

12657.  Did  you  find  him  very  active? — I think  he  was  very  active  and  very 
efficient. 

12658.  And  ready  to  give  instructions  where  the  committee  desired  it  at  his 
hands? — Yes. 

1 2659.  -And  attending  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

12660.  And  giving  them  assistance  and  co-operation  in  making  out  or  in 
revising  the  lists  ? — Yes. 

1266 1 . Did  you  continue  afterwards  to  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  him 
during  the  whole  time  he  was  in  your  district? — That  circumstance  regarding 
the  lists  I was  not  pleased  with. 

1 2662.  What  circumstance  ? — About  having  instructed  the  committee  to  make 
|ip  the  list  just  now  handed  in  by  him,  and  leaving  them  under  the  impression 
.e  'WOuId  send  those  men  to  work,  and  giving  me  the  trouble  of  going  to  Ennis- 
lnlcm-  I went  with  the  view  of  their  being  employed  the  following  day : 
and  after  that  to  tell  us  he  could  not  act  upon  it,  I thought  he  had  not  acted 
officer  comm*ttee  on  that  occasion  as  he  should  have  done  as  a public 

12663.  With  the  exception  of  that  circumstance,  in  which  you  think  he  com- 
d^t  ’ .err01>  y°u  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  he  executed  the  difficult 

u les  ofhis  office? — I have  no  other  reason  to  disapprove  of,  personally,  except 
some  things  by  report. 

12664.  Did  you  receive  a letter  from  Captain  Gordon,  having  reference  to 
“ M m,eetmS’  when  you  took  him  the  list  of  the  2d  March  1847,  in  these  words : 

1 J dear  sir ; After  having  seen  you  on  Friday  evening,  I found  the  additional 
es  sent  in  to  amount  to  so  many,  that,  unless  room  is  made  upon  the  works, 
°’105-  4 n 4 they 
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they  could  not  be  put  on.  Pray,  kindly,  see  to  this,  and  let  Morris  have  a list 
of  names  to  be  taken  off  to  make  room.  I could  send  you  some,  but  my  time  is 
so  occupied  I am  unable”  ?— Yes,  I should  think  there  was  the  letter.  I received 
some  letter,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  fatigue  I underwent  on  the  occasion,  I had 
a fit  of  illness,  and  I was  confined  to  my  bed  when  I received  it;  it  was  some- 
how mislaid. 

12665.  Had  you  walked  to  Ennistimon  to  deliver  him  the  lists? — Yes. 

12666.  What  distance  ?— Five  Irish  miles. 

1 2667.  And  having  no  other  object  but  to  take  the  lists  to  have  this  looked 
into? — Not  the  least  in  the  world. 

12668.  Having  called  your  attention  to  this,  do  you  not  think  that  Captain 
Gordon  showed  an  anxiety  to  do  that  which  was  rather  au  attempt  to  meet  your 
views? — He  did  seem  to  have  expressed  that,  but  I thought  he  should  have  done 
that  before  we  had  gone  to  the  trouble. 

12669.  Even  then  did  that  course  give  you  some  dissatisfaction  inconse- 
quence of  its  calling  upon  the  committee  to  point  out  men  wlio  must  be  struck 
off,  in  order  to  make  room  ? — I do  not  recollect  whether  I formed  any  opinion 
upon  that,  for  the  letter  was,  somehow  or  other,  mislaid,  and  when  I found 
myself  better  and  able  to  attend  to  these  things,  I do  not  know  what  opinion 
I formed  in  my  miud  regarding  it. 

1 2670.  That  if  he  did  call  upon  the  committee  to  strike  off  names,  was  not 
that  a proper  execution  of  his  duty,  if  the  numbers  were  so  great  that  he  did  not 
consider  himself  justified  in  putting  on  additional  men?— I suppose  so;  but  my 
opinion  was  that  we  had  not  a sufficient  number. 

12671.  Have  you  any  doubt,  from  what  you  observed  of  Captain  Gordon’s 
whole  conduct,  that  he  must  have  exercised  a conscientious  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion in  his  belief  in  removing  these  names  ? — Indeed,  so  far  as  I saw  his 
conduct,  I have  none. 

12672.  He  could  have  no  particular  dislike  to  individuals;  he  must  have 
thought  there  were  reasons  for  striking  them  off;  from  their  having  land,  or 
some  other  resource  ? — Yes. 

12673.  Mr.  Solicitor- General .]  Was  it  the  only  instance  in  which  his  views  of 
his  own  duty  and  your  views  of  it  differed? — No,  there  was  another  ; he  laid, 
down  three  principles  to  act  upon,  and  to  none  of  which  I could  subscribe ; first, 
a general  rule  that  any  person  having  seven  acres  of  land  should  be  excluded 
from  work  ; second  rule,  that  any  person  having  two  cows  and,  I believe,  a horse, 
should  be  excluded ; and  the  third  was,  that  one  only  out  of  five  of  the  popu- 
lation should  be  employed. 

12674.  Did  your  views  and  the  officers’  differ  upon  that  ? — Yes,  on  each  and 
every  one  of  the  three  points. 

12675.  Chairman.']  Were  not  those  points  you  have  mentioned  points  of  con- 
struction and  principle, in  which  Captain  Gordon  might  fairly  and  conscientiously 
differ  from  the  view  which  you  and  other  gentlemen  of  your  station  took.— 
Undoubtedly  ; but  it  must  be,  I thought,  and  I am  still  now  more  convinced,  from 
a want  of  sufficient  information  of  the  locality.  . . 

12676.  Were  you  then  of  opinion,  and  are  you  still  more  convinced  now,  t a 
the  rule  which  he  laid  down  was  an  erroneous  and  fallacious  one,  and  would  ea 
to  distress  and  misery  ? — Yes.  „ 

12677.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Did  that  rule  considerably  diminish  the  number  0 pe 
sons  employed  on  the  work  in  that  district  of  Clare  ?— From  the  26th  rebrua  y 
I did  not  attend  the  committee ; I do  not  know  how  the  lists  were  forme  , 
how  they  were  managed  from  that  time.  , ...» 

12678,  Did  adherence  to  that  rule  diminish  the  number  employed  on 
public  works  ? — Yes,  they  might.  T t 

12679.  Did  it  do  so? — I cannot  say  that  it  had  that  effect,  for  I can 
state  that  they  were  strictly  followed  out.  , tv 

12680.  Chairman.]  At  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking,  were  there J!  ^ 
of  works,  and  was  there  plenty  of  money  presented  for  the  works,  to  ena  . ^ 
Government  officer,  Captain  Gordon,  to  have  put  on  the  works  all  those 
you  complained  of  as  being  struck  off,  if  they  were  fit  persons,  without  re 
to  number  ? — I think  there  was  plenty  of  works  presented  for,  but  1 can 
whether  they  were  approved  of  by  the  officers  of  the  Government.  ^ 

1 2681 . If  the  money  for  certain  works  presented  by  the  barony  was  su  > 
it  provided  work  for  all  those  whom  you  wished  to  put  on  ? — Certainly-  ^ 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  649 

12682.  Do  you  know,  -when  a sessions  had  made  a presentment  for  money  to 
lie  laid  out  upon  works,  that  it  was  in  the  discretion  of  Government  to  consider 
the  matter,  and  to  strike  off  any  parts  of  it  they  thought  expedient  r— Yes,  I 
heard  so. 

12683.  Do  you  know  whether  the  committees,  over  and  above  the  Liscannor 
committee,  of  which  you  have  been  speaking,  adopted  the  same  rule,  of  only 
returning  in  the  column  for  land  the  quantity  that  was  available,  rejecting  from 
their  calculation  the  quantity  that  was  sterile  and  barren  ?— I do  not  know  how 
other  committees  acted  at  all ; we  had  very  little  communication  with  them 
when  once  the  central  committee  of  the  barony  broke  up.  I was  under  the  im- 
pression that  they  had  not  acted  so  strictly  to  the  rule  as  we  did  ourselves. 

12684.  I think  you  stated  some  of  the  tenants  of  the  Member  for  Clare  were 
put  upon  the  list  because  they  were  destitute? — Yes. 

12685.  Do  you  know  any  tenants  of  the  Liscannor  district,  of  other  landlords, 
who  held  large  tracts  of  land,  being  placed  upon  the  labour  list  ? — Yes. 

12686.  Who  ? — The  tenants  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald. 

12687.  Do  you  know  who  put  them  on  ?— I believe  the  committee  put  them 
on.  They  had  larger  tracts  of  land,  but  then  it  was  of  the  same  description  ; 
there  is  a great  deal  of  it  bad  land,  and  useless. 

12688.  Were  they  properly  put  on  in  your  opinion? — In  my  opinion  they 
were. 

12689.  Do  you  remember  how  that  land  was  returned  in  the  columns  for 
waste ; whether  the  whole  quantity,  or  only  the  available  quantity  ? — I think 
only  the  available  quantity. 

12690.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Was  all  land  in  every  man’s  occupation 
returned  in  your  district  upon  the  same  principle  ? — Yes. 

12691.  You  returned  only  the  available  land  ? — Yes. 

12692.  Mr.  Bepton.]  Was  that  invariably  the  case? — Invariably  the  principle 
upon  which  they  acted. 

12693.  Chairman .]  Does  your  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the  people  in  that 
district  enable  you  to  slate  the  manner  in  which  an  occupier  of  land  would 
answer  you  if  you  asked  him  how  many  acres  he  had  ? — By  saying  five  acres  or 
so,  alluding  to  the  quantity  of  available  land. 

12694.  Although  he  said  five  acres,  he  might  have  five  or  six,  or  10  more  of 
bad  land?— Or  20  more. 

1 2695.  Is  that  a general  habit  among  them  ? — I think  it  is. 

1 2696.  If  you  asked  a tenant  whose  circumstances  you  did  not  know,  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  what  land  he  had,  and  you  received  that  answer,  that  he 
had  five  acres  of  land,  would  you  take  it  that  he  meant  available  land,  and  make 
no  further  inquiry  of  him  ? — I would  if  I knew  the  place  in  which  lie  lived  ; if 
I knew  it  was  mountain  land,  I would  understand  it  in  that  way. 

12697.  If  you  understood  it  to  be  mixed  mountain  land  ? — I would  make 
further  inquiry. 

12698.  Mr.  Bellcw.]  Did  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  always  act  upon 
the  same  principle  in  removing  the  labourers  ? — I do  not  know. 

12699.  Chairman.]  Have  you  seen  Captain  Fishbourne  acting  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duty  ? — I met  him  once. 

12700.  Did  he  attend  the  Liscannor  committee  ever? — I could  not  say  he 
attended  the  committee ; he  was  one  day  at  Liscannor. 

12701.  Under  what  circumstance  did  you  meet  him  that  once  ? — Two  or  three 
members  of  the  committee  were  employed  in  making  up  a list,  and  he  came  in 
late  in  the  evening. 

12702.  Had  the  committee  broken  up? — There  was  no  committee  that  day, 
but  a deputation  of  two  or  three  members  making  up  a list. 

12703.  How  long  had  you  been  employed  making  up  the  lists  that  day? — 
I could  not  exactly  say  what  hour  we  commenced  ; it  must  have  been  between 
five  and  six  o’clock  that  Captain  Fishbourne  came  in. 

12704.  Were  you  finishing  the  list? — We  were  about  to  depart. 

12705.  Had  he  given  you  any  notice  of  his  intention  to  come  that  day  ? — Not 
that  I am  aware  of. 

12706.  Or  had  any  person  that  you  know  of? — I am  not  aware  of  it. 

*2707.  Did  he  transact  an 3'  business  with  you? — I cannot  say  that  he  trans- 
acted any  business  ; he  recommended  us  to  have  subscriptions  made  up. 

°-i05.  4O  12708.  What 
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12708.  What  subscriptions  ?— Private  subscriptions. 

12709.  Did  he  enter  into  the  question  of  lists  with  you  at  all?— I think 
not. 

12710.  Did  he  talk  with  you  as  to  putting’  men  on  for  employment  ?— He 
spoke  a good  deal  about  the  farmers,  and  said,  that  those  persons  holdino- 
land  should  not  be  employed;  and  in  reasoning  on  that  point,  he  said  if  they 
were  not  able  to  till  the  land,  or  to  hold  it,  they  should  give  up  the  land  and 
turn  labourers. 

12711.  Did  you  dispute  that  principle? — For  a time  I disputed  it. 

1 271 2.  How  long  did  he  stay  with  you  ? — I suppose  about  an  hour  and  a half  * 
I cannot  say  exactly. 

12713.  That  is  the  only  time  you  say  you  ever  saw  him,  and  that  not  in 
committee  ? — No. 

12714.  Mr.  Bellem.]  Was  there  a considerably  greater  number  of  labourers 
in  your  district  employed  upon  the  public  works  this  year  than  in  all  former 
years  were  employed  by  the  landlords,  and  who  would  have  been  this  year 
employed  by  the  landowners,  if  there  had  been  no  public  works? — 1 think  not; 
we  had  no  landlords  who  employed  labourers  except  Mr.  O’Brien. 

12715.  No  large  farmers?— No. 

12716.  You  have  mentioned  Mr.  O’Brien  ; are  you  aware  of  any  other  land- 
lord who  took  any  means  of  alleviating  the  distress,  except  by  presenting  for 
public  works  ?— I am  not  aware  of  any  other. 

12717.  Do  you  consider  the  landlords  or  their  agents  fairly  did  their  duty  in 
the  emergency  that  arose,  knowing  as  they  must  the  state  of  the  people  about 
them  ?— Well,  it  is  not  easy  to  answer  that  question,  for  it  is  not  very  easy  forme 
to  know  their  duty  ; but  I can  state  that  they  did  not  do  much.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  Capt.  Francis  Macnamara  contributed  very  liberally,  and  Mr.  O’Brien 
I have  already  mentioned.  More  than  that,  I do  not  think  there  was  any  effort; 
a few  more  subscribed,  but  their  subscriptions  were  not  what  I,  at  least,  consi- 
dered they  ought  to  be.  I speak  now  of  subscriptions  made  in  the  year  184-6, 
because  since  the  subscriptions  were  made  up  this  year  I have  not  been  on  the 
committee,  so  I cannot  state  as  to  this  year. 

12718.  Were  the  subscriptions  expended  while  the  public  works  were  going 
on? — They  were  expended  last  year  in  the  purchase  of  meal,  arid  giving  it  out 
at  reduced  prices. 

12719.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  When  were  the  subscriptions  made  up  in  1846? 
— The  date  I cannot  exactly  state. 

12720.  About  what  time  ? — I believe  in  the  latter  end  of  the  spring  or  the 
commencement  of  the  summer. 

12721.  Since  then  do  you  know  what  has  been  done? — No,  I do  not  know 
what  has  been  done  there  this  year. 

12722.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  you  aware  of  any  private  efforts  made  by  indi- 
viduals to  relieve  the  distress  during  the  period  of  the  public  works  going 
on? — No. 

12723.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  There  were  none,  so  far  as  you  know?— So  far 
as  I know,  I do  not  know  in  my  district  any  person  except  Mr.  O’Brien. 

12724.  Mr.  JBellew .]  Can  you  attribute  that  to  any  cause;  to  the  want  or 
means  on  the  part  of  the  landlord,  or  to  the  want  of  attention  ? — I should  say  to 
both. 

12725.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  contribute? — To  relieve t e 
distress ; I do  not  mean  by  contributing  money : he  has  contributed  this  year, 
for  I received  a note  from  him. 

_ 12726.  When? — I forget  the  date  ; I think  about  March  ; authorizing  me  0 
give  in  his  name  to  the  committee  for  25 1.  . 

12727.  Mr.  Bellew.]  The  committee  did  not  avail  themselves  of  that  subscrip 

Hon,  because  the  other  landlords  did  not  subscribe  ? — I believe  they  have  ma 
it  up  since. 

12728.  The  other  landlords  were  not  willing  to  subscribe  anything?  ■ 
not  state  what  they  have  subscribed  this  year,  as  I have  not  been  connected  wi 
the  committee  since  the  26th  of  February.  1 t sis 

12729.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  subscribed  or  not  during  the  las 
months  ? — No,  I do  not ; I should  think  there  are  some  subscriptions  ma  e lr» 
but  I know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

12730.  But  not  expended  ? — I know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge.  ^ ^ 
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12731.  Are  there  agents  of  absentee  landlords  resident  in  your  district? 
—No. 

12732.  Chairman.']  Independent  of  the  subscription  you  have  mentioned  as 
being  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien  this  year,  did  he  not  subscribe  last  year?— 
He  did.  _ J 

12733-  recollection,  do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  O’Brien  subscribed  durino- 
the  time  the  works  were  being  carried  on  ? — I have  no  recollection  what  time 
the  works  commenced  last  year. 

12734.  Mr.  Bellew.]  You  say  you  can  give  no  opinion  as  to  whether  a land- 
lord, under  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at  the  time  this  examination  refers 
to,  had  any  duty  to  perform,  except  presenting  for  public  works?— That  is  a 
question  which  I have  not  turned  my  attention  to,  to  study,  and  I would  not 
take  upon  myself  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  it ; but  I think  they  did  not 
come  forward  very  liberally.  J 

12735.  Chairman.]  With  reference  to  your  answer  some  time  ago,  that  Captain 
Gordon  took  a number  of  persons,  amounting  to  only  200  men,  from  the  Lis- 
cannor  lists,  without  consulting  the  committee,  I wish  to  ask  you  did  you  not 
know  that  Captain  Gordon,  before  he  issued  any  new  lists  for  the  parishes  of 
Killmachready  and  Killispuglinane,  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  your  committee, 
sending  a list  of  the  names  which  he  proposed  to  take  off  your  lists  ? — I recollect 
that  he  sent  us  a list  of  names. 

12736.  Was  there  a note  explanatory  of  the  intention  ?— Yes,  but  I do  not 
know  that  it  was  before  he  took  them  off. 

*2737.  I am  told  that  it  was  dated  Ennis,  6th  February  ? — It  might  be ; there 
were  very  few  names  upon  that,  and  we  endeavoured  to  comply  with  his  request. 

12738.  Was  it  to  this  effect:  “Sir, — I beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
enclosed  list  of  names,  and  to  ask  if  there  are  any  special  circumstances  to  require 
the  employment  of  these  farmers  at  this  time  of  the  year  ” ?— I do  not  recollect 
that;  it  might  have  been  given. 

12739-  You  know  of  the  letter  although  you  do  not  remember  its  contents? — 

I recollect  the  lists  very  well  that  Captain  Gordon  sent. 

1274°-  Was  not  that  consulting  the  committee  ? — So  far  as  that  list  was  con- 
cerned it  was ; but  there  were  not  many  names  upon  it. 

12741.  Two  lists,  which  I put  into  your  hand,  purport  to  be  lists  made  out  by 
Captain  Wynne,  of  persons  whom  he  had  selected  from  the  original  lists  to  be 
put  upon  the  works ; is  that  so? — Lists  were  supplied  to  Captain  Wvnne  and 
information  given  to  him,  with  a view  that  he  would  make  a selection.  What  I 
have  stated  in  evidence  is,  that  that  selection  was  badly  made,  inasmuch  as  some 
persons  got  more  than  the  committee  demanded,  and  others,  in  more  destitute 
circumstances,  were  not  selected  at  all. 

12742.  Have  you  before  you  the  lists  which  will  show  the  names  that  Captain 
n ynne  selected  for  employment,  and  the  list  from  which  that  selection  was  made, 
showing  those  who  were  struck  off  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — I do  not  know  these 
lists  as  well  as  the  secretary,  because  different  lists  were  furnished  at  different 
times,  and  the  secretary  will  be  better  able  to  answer  that  question,  and  to 
show  it. 

12743-  You  have  already  stated  that  Captain  Wynne,  in  your  opinion,  made 
a bad  selection  in  the  names  that  he  selected  from  certain  lists ; do  the  lists  before 
you  enable  you  to  point  out  to  the  Committee  any  of  the  names  to  which  you 
iave  alluded  ? — I did  state  that,  but  I beg  to  refer  the  Committee  to  the  secret- 
ary s registry,  for  he  kept  the  lists  and  inspected  them  ; I have  not  a distinct 
recollection  of  the  particular  lists. 

1 .^r*  Was  there,  to  your  knowledge,  a subscription  from  any 

landlord  in  your  district,  between  the  1st  of  October  and  the  1st  of  March, 
or  the  relief  of  the  destitute? — I am  not  aware  that  any  subscription  was 
made  up  m the  parish. 

12 745*  Are  you  aware  whether  there  were  any  subscriptions  received  from 
jngland,  either  in  that  district  or  any  other,  during  that  time? — Yes,  I heard 

at  subscriptions  were  received  from  England ; I have  stated  that  I did  not 
? enc*  Liscannor  committee  since  the  26th  of  February;  and  after  that  I 
card  they  did  receive  some,  but  from  what  quarter  I cannot  state. 

1274b.  In  the  Liscannor  district? — Yes. 

12747-  To  what  amount?— I cannot  state. 

12748-  From  this  country? — I think  so. 

0,105.  402  12749.  Private 
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1 2749.  Private  subscriptions? — I think  so,  but  I cannot  state  for  certain. 

12750.  Was  it  from  the  Society  of  Friends?— I cannot  say. 

The  Rev.  Patrick  Fallon , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

12751.  Chairman .]  IT  appears  there  is  a discrepancy  in  the  Liscannor  list  in 
the  quantity  of  land  returned,  and  the  quantity  of  land  actually  held  by  some 
persons  ; what  practice  did  you  pursue  in  your  district  in  putting  the  number 
of  acres  in  the  column  for  land? — The  practice  differed  in  two  portions  of  my 
district;  in  one  portion  where  the  mountain,  under  the  Ordnance  Survey  of 
Valuations,  was  valued  at  6 d.  or  1 s.  an  acre,  they  counted  that  as  nothing ; but 
where  the  acres  might  value  at  2s.  6d.  and  4s.  an  acre,  they  were  reputed  as 
real  representative  acres.  That  was  generally  the  practice  in  Killilagli. 

12752.  Supposing  in  any  case  a tenant  had  five  acres  of  such  land  as  you 
have  last  described,  being  available  land,  and  10  acres  of  mountain  or  barren 
land,  how  would  you  have  entered  that  person  in  the  lists? — I would  have 
entered  him  for  five  acres,  not  counting  the  acres  valued  at  as  representing 
property. 

12753.  Would  not  that  very  much  mislead  the  officers  employed  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  who  had  not  any  immediate  local  knowledge?— By  no 
means. 

12754.  Flow  was  that? — Because  the  land,  comparatively  speaking,  is  so  bad 
that  I should  say  it  would  not  form  a test  by  which  you  could  estimate  the 
wealth  or  poverty  of  an  individual. 

12755.  Did  you  append  any  note  or  observation  to  your  list;  in  which  such 
difference  existed,  stating  you  only  returned  that  which  was  good  ? — Such  note 
was  not  made  of  it. 

12756.  How  could  the  inspecting  officer  understand  that  that  was  the  course 
you  pursued  ? — I should  say,  in  our  estimation,  that  it  was  immaterial  whether 
he  understood  it  or  not  in  order  to  get  a knowledge  of  the  individual  property, 
for  the  acres  not  counted  were  so  bad  that  they  were  reputed  as  nothing. 

1 2757.  Supposing  the  Government  officer  acted  on  the  rule  that  the  possession 
of  so  many  acres  of  land  should  exclude  a person  from  being  on  the  list,  would 
not  that  mode  of  making  the  return  deceive  him,  and  make  him  deviate  from  the 
rule  laid  down? — I would  say  not ; it  would  from  the  letter  but  not  from  the 
spirit  of  his  directions;  in  that  point  of  view  I look  upon  it. 

12758.  Then  the  Government  officers  ought  not,  in  your  estimation,  to  have 
taken  into  calculation  the  land  which  was  barren  ? — That  would  be  my  opinion. 

12759.  ^ y°u  never  informed  the  inspecting  officer  that  such  was  your  rule, 
would  not  the  bare  fact  of  finding  on  your  return  a number  of  persons  returned, 
each  being  represented  to  have  much  fewer  acres  than  they  actually  appear  to 
possess  from  the  poor-law  valuation,  lead  them  to  suspect  you  were  misleading 
and  deceiving  them  ? — I should  say  not. 

12760.  Do  you  think  they  ought  to  have  known  without  its  being  commu- 
nicated to  them  ? — I think  the  knowledge  was  unnecessary  for  the  purpose. 

12761.  Did  you  ever  send  any  lists  at  all  from  Killilagli  ? — I have  answered 
that  in  my  former  evidence  ; I became  disconnected  with  it  at  an  early  period, 
and  the  secretary  only  could  answer  it. 

12762.  Are  you  certain  that  the  lists  were  made  out  on  the  principle  you  have 
mentioned  ? — I am  certain  they  were. 

12763..  Do  1 understand  you  to  state  that  you  are  certain  that  the  lists  were 
made  out  and  the  land  column  filled  up  on  the  principle  mentioned,  but  that 
you  do  not  know  whether  the  lists  were  sent  to  the  Government  officer  or  not, 
because  you  left  the  committee  after  a certain  time  ? — That  is  so ; after  I left  the 
committee,  I saw  the  lists  in  a state  of  preparation  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Conolly* 
the  secretary. 

12764.  Are  you  enabled,  from  your  intimacy  with  the  people  and  with  the 
districts  of  Killilagh,  to  state  what  would  be  the  habitual  answer  if  you  inquired 
of  any  person  how  many  acres  of  land  he  held  ; would  his  answer  have  reference 
to  the  whole  quantity  or  only  the  available  quantity  ?— If  I gave  a direct  nega- 
tive or  affirmative,  I am  led  to  think  I would  not  give  a sufficient  explanation.  * 
will  take  the  Killilagh  district ; a person  there  would  say  that  portion  on  whicn 
he  could  plant  potatoes,  what  is  termed  the  Red  Mountain,  as  such  is  one  on  whic  1 
the  cattle  cannot  even  stand  during  eight  months  of  the  year,  it  is  so  swampy 
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I will  not  take  that  as  many  acres;  but  if  I turned  to  that  portion  of  my  district 
in  the  barony  of  Barren,  and  Kilmoun,  and  Kilaney,  the  mountain  is  there  much 
better ; and  I should  there  be  told  he  had  20  acres  of  mountain  and  so  much  of 
upland  ; lie  always  distinguishes  it  in  his  answer. 

12765.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Why  in  your  lists  did  you  not  make  out  a 
person  had  so  much  of  available  land,  and  so  much  not  available  ? — I am  not 
aware  but  they  did  that  in  the  district  of  which  I am  speaking. 

12766.  Mr.  Repton.]  Did  you  see  it  done? — I have  not  seen  it  in  Kilmoun 
and  Ki llaney  ; I do  not  speak  of  Killilagh. 

12767.  Chairman.]  Supposing  you  had  stated  so  many  acres  of  available  land, 
and  he  had  so  many  acres  of  sterile  and  unprofitable  land,  would  that  direction 
have  given  any  useful  information  to  the  inspecting  officer  ? — It  would  have 
given  it  in  the  Kilmoun  and  Kilaney  district,  but  not  in  the  Killilagh  district. 

1 2768.  Do  you  know  that  the  inspecting  officer,  on  seeing  that  return,  pre- 
sumed, from  the  appearance  of  the  document,  that  you  entered  all  the  lands 
which  a man  had.  as  there  was  no  observation  to  the  contrary? — I have  no 
reason  to  form  any  judgment  on  it ; I could  net  say  what  he  thought,  but  I am 
induced  to  think  he  must  have  calculated  the  mountain,  because  he  must  have 
had  some  local  knowledge,  and  he  knew  the  number  of  names  could  not  be 
spread  over  so  small  a space. 

12769.  You  think  the  inspecting  officer  might,  if  he  had  correctly  tested  it, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  you  only  entered  the  available  land  — That  is 
my  opinion. 

12770.  Mr.  j Bellew.]  To  your  mind  it  was  of  no  importance  to  the  result 
whether  that  was  put  down  or  not? — In  Killilagh. 

12771.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Supposing,  in  some  districts,  the  land  was 
returned  as  you  say  was  done  in  yours  and  other  districts,  available  land  was 
returned  in  one  column,  and  non-available  land  in  another,  would  it  not  have 
been  of  great  importance  to  the  officer  to  have  had  an  observation  of  each  com- 
mittee as  to  the  rule  of  returning  ? — It  would  have  been  a source  of  information, 
but  as  to  the  value  of  testing  the  property  of  the  individual  from  such,  I should 
say  that  it  would  be  very  trifling. 

12772.  As  a source  ot  information? — It  would  be  more  extensive  and  more 
comprehensible. 

12773.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  relief  committees  to  afford  every  source  of 
information  in  their  power  to  the  Government  officers? — Every  source  that 
would  be  of  value  in  their  inquiry. 

12774.  Would  not  this  be  of  value  to  their  inquiry? — I stated,  I suppose  it 
would  not;  but  it  would  be  more  extensive  yet  unimportant. 

1 2775-  Chairman.]  If  it  were  so  desirable,  would  you  not  have  expected  that 
the  Government  officers  should  have  sent  you  some  list,  with  a column  for  such 
information  in  it  as  to  the  land  ? — That  was  the  reason  that  induced  me  to  think 
they  knew*  it. 

1 2776.  There  was  only  one  column  for  the  quantity  of  land,  without  reference 
to  the  value  ? — I never  saw  more. 

12777.  If  in  that  column  you  had  thought  it  right  to  enter  the  whole  quantity 
of  land  without  reference  to  its  value,  do  you  think  if  persons  holding  five  acres 
of  good  and  15  acres  of  barren  land,  that  entering  the  whole  quantity  of  20  as 
land,  under  the  general  term,  would  have  done  more  to  mislead  the  inspecting 
officer  than  the  way  in  which  you  entered  the  five  acres  available  land? — Vastly 
more ; it  would  lead  him  astray  altogether,  in  my  opinion, 

1 2778.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  To  what  purpose  did  tenants  holding  waste  apply 
that  waste  ? — That  waste  land  was  available  as  a range  for  young  cattle  during 
four  months  of  the  summer  season  generally  ; but  they  could  not  stand  on  it  for 
at  least  seven  or  eight  months  afterwards. 

12779.  Would  not  a tenant  who  had  a portion  of  waste  be  in  a better  con- 
dition than  others  who  had  not  that  waste? — He  would. 

12780.  And  would  not  his  condition  in  some  degree  depend  upon  the  quantity 
of  waste  he  had  ? — In  some  degree. 

12781.  Do  you  not  think  that  in  judging  of  the  condition  of  a person,  it  would 
be  desirable  that  the  quantity  of  waste  he  had  along  with  his  other  lands  should 
he  entered? — I think  it  would  be  unnecessary,  for  the  reason  I have  already 
given,  and  for  this  : that  the  local  inspector,  looking  to  the  map,  and  seeing  the 
quantity  of  mountain  and  upland,  and  having  local  knowledge,  must  form  his 
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own  judgment ; but  such  a document  going  before  the  Government  at  Dublin 
would  not  answer  the  end  you  propose ; that  is,  it  would  show  that  this  person 
possessed  more  property  than  he  actually  did. 

1 2782.  If  it  were  noted  as  waste,  would  not  that  be  the  correct  mode  of  judging 
of  the  means  of  the  individual? — Already  I have  stated  that  it  would  be  a more 
correct  mode,  but  not  necessary  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  actual  substance  of 
the  individual ; it  would  be  the  most  perfect,  mode  of  doing  it. 

12783.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  you  not  of  opinion  that  reckoning  only  the  pro- 
fitable land,  the  rent  would  be  exceedingly  high  ; supposing  a case  we  have  in 
evidence  that  five  acres  are  returned  on  the  list,  that  the  man  holds  26  acres 
that  he  is  rated  at  17 1.  10s.,  would  not  the  whole  of  this  sum  have  to  be  paid 
from  the  five  acres? — Exactly. 

12784.  Is  not  that  a very  high  rent,  4 /.  an  acre  ? — I never  admitted  that  to 
be  the  rent;  the  land  does  not  range  anything  like  half  that  sum  ; four  acres  of 
upland,  and  20  acres  of  mountain,  would  not  average  more  than  40  s.  an  acre. 

12785.  Are  you  aware  of  any  subscriptions  having  been  received  from  England 
in  the  Killilagh  district  between  the  months  of  October  and  March  ? — In  Killilagh 
there  were  none,  that  I am  aware  of. 

12786.  Mr.  Thorncly .]  Were  any  applied  for  by  the  committees? — I am  not 
aware. 

12787.  Mr.  Bellew. ~]  Are  you  aware  what  amount  the  landlords  in  that  dis- 
trict subscribed  from  October  to  March  ? — It  ought  to  have  been  somewhere 
about  200/.  or  300/. 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Whitty , called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

12788.  Chairman.']  IN  the  Ennistimon  district,  where  you  attended  the  relief 
committees  more  than  in  the  Liscannor  district,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee 
in  what  way  and  on  what  principle  you  filled  up  the  column  left  for  land? — We 
entered  the  actual  acres  which  the  people  possessed. 

12789.  Without  reference  to  quality  ? — Yes,  because  we  conceived  that  they 
were  rated  for  no  acres  but  acres  that  were  of  some  value. 

12790.  Did  you  enter  the  number  of  acres  in  the  columns  according  to  the 
quantities  that  appeared  in  the  rate-book,  or  according  to  the  quantity  that 
they  actually  possessed  ? — According  to  the  quantity  which,  from  every  informa- 
tion we  could  get,  they  appeared  to  possess. 

1 2791.  Supposing  a tenant  occupied  five  acres  of  valuable  land  and  five  acres 
of  barren  land,  either  rock  or  mountain,  how  would  that  have  been  entered  in 
the  rate-book  ? — I never  understood  that  anything  which  you  would  call  really 
unprofitable  laud  was  ever  entered  in  the  list. 

12792.  If  unreal  and  profitable  land  is  entered  in  the  rate-book,  would  you 
not  exclude  that  quantity  which  was  barren  and  unprofitable  ? — It  never  was 
contemplated,  and  I never  heard  it  discussed. 

12793.  You  never  heard  what? — I never  heard  this  question,  that  a man  had 
so  many  acres  of  good  and  so  many  acres  of  unprofitable  land. 

12794.  Have  you  not  already  stated,  that  in  the  rate-book  only  that  would  be 
calculated  which  was  available  ? — What  I meant  by  that  was  this : that  such 
only  would  be  entered  as  would  subject  that  man  to  be  rated  either  to  the  county 
cess  or  any  other  rate.  I did  not  use  the  word  available. 

12795.  In  your  district,  did  not  many  of  the  persons  hold  land  that  was  of  no. 
value  ? — I would  not  say  of  no  value. 

12796.  Sixpence  a year?— I know  of  none  such. 

12797*  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  every  acre  of  land,  whether  good  or  bad, 
profitable  or  barren,  was  entered  and  appeared  in  some  rate-book?— I should  say 
that  in  the  rate-books,  which  were  the  public  documents  of  the  county,  or  of 
any  public  body,  in  the  county,  there  were  no  acres  stated  but  that  were  of 
some  value. 

12798.  Was  there  no  acre  in  your  district  but  that  was  of  some  value?— 
Decidedly,  there  is  a great  deal  of  bog,  worth  but  little. 

12799.  Supposing  a man  occupied  some  of  that  land,  of  no  value,  and  you 
took  the  rate-book  in  order  to  make  the  return,  would  you  not  necessarily  have 
excluded  that  which  was  unprofitable  and  barren? — If  the  question  had  been 
mooted  at  all,  1 would  have  considered  it  my  bounden  duty  to  see  that  the 
committee  made  the  distinction  between  that  profitable  and  that  not  profitable ; 
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but  there  was  no  land  entered  in  the  column  of  the  list  that  we  did  not  conceive 
was  valuable  land  in  some  shape  or  other.  I merely  speak  so  positively  about 
the  Ennistimon  district. 

12800.  Do  you  know  Liscannor? — I do  know,  but  I cannot  say  I was  able  to 
attend  often  at  committees  there. 

12801.  On  the  occasions  you  did  visit  it,  and  saw  the  lists,  did  you  see  any 
entry  made  in  the  columns  for  the  quantity  of  land  entered  by  any  person  ? — 
I cannot  charge  my  memory  that  I took  much  notice  of  it.  I am  intimately 
acquainted  with  great  numbers  of  the  people  in  the  parish  of  Kilmacrehy. 

12802.  And  the  quantity  of  land  they  hold  ?— I could  not  speak  to  that, 
except  in  a very  few  cases. 

12803.  Did  you  happen  to  observe  whether  they  were  returned  in  the  column 
for  land,  as  holding  a less  apparent  quantity  than  they  really  did  hold  ? — I 
could  only  speak,  1 think,  of  one  that  I took  any  notice  of. 

1 2804.  Did  you  take  notice  of  one  ? — I did ; 1 took  notice  of  Widow  Flanagan’s 
holding. 

12805.  What  was  she  returned  for?  — I do  not  know  exactly. 

12806.  Did  you  not  observe  she  was  returned  apparently  for  a less  number  of 
acres  than  she  held  ? -I  cannot  say ; but  I was  surprised  to  see  her  in  the  list  for 
relief,  from  the  number  of  acres  I knew  she  had,  and  the  quality  of  the  land. 

12807.  Did  you  not  know,  from  any  information  from  the  committee,  that  it 
was  their  rule  and  principle,  in  returning  the  number  of  acres,  to  exclude  those 
which  were  barren  and  unprofitable  ? — Indeed,  I never  heard ; 1 never  heard  it 
till  I heard  it  in  evidence  sitting  here  in  the  room. 

12808.  .Mr.  JBellezv.]  If  you  had  taken  up  the  list  in  the  Liscannor  committee, 
and  seen  the  quantity  of  land  returned  on  it,  would  it  have  been  your  impression 
that  it  included  the  whole  of  the  land  held  by  each  person  ? — That  is  my  im- 
pression, certainly  ; and  I think  we  should  have  found  it  very  hard  to  make  the 
distinction  between  good  and  bad;  I must  justify  myself  for  not  going  into  the 
investigation  ; I do  not  know  how  I could  find  out  the  distinction. 

12809.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.']  The  information  given  in  committee  bv  the 
different  persons  as  to  land  would  be  the  information  the  committee  would  go 
upon  ? — Decidedly. 

12810.  Ckairman.~\  Do  you  know  whether  what  I believe  is  called  the  grand 
jury  cess  is  levied  under  Stafford’s  survey  ? — I always  understood  it  was. 

12811.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  grand  jury  cess  is  only  levied  under  that 
survey  upon  the  available  land,  the  barren  and  unprofitable  being  excluded? — 
I do  not  know  that  that  is  exclusively  acted  upon  before  us  as  magistrates  at 
the  sessions ; there  is  a power  given  by  a particular  Act  of  Parliament,  of  cor- 
recting the  disproportioned  ratings  of  the  land,  and  there  have  been  several  ap- 
plotments  made,  correcting  the  imperfections  of  what  is  called  the  Down  survey. 

12812.  Do  you  mean  that  all  the  imperfections  have  been  corrected,  or  only 
that  the  power  is  vested  in  you  ? — They  have  not  been  corrected  in  all  parishes. 

12813.  Is  not  the  principle  upon  which  you  rate,  that  you  exclude  the  land 
which  is  barren  and  unprofitable? — I never  heard  that  brought  into  the  account; 
it  has  been  the  unequal  assessment ; some  paid  one  acre  and  some  paid  double 
acres,  and  that  is  the  abuse  that  is  corrected  by  magistrates  in  sessions. 

12814.  Do  you  not  know  instances  in  which  a person  holding  five  acres  of 
available  land  and  five  of  unprofitable  land,  would  only  be  returned  for  the  five 
which  were  available  ? — Only  under  the  former  survey ; I know  there  are  several 
payments  of  a,  much  less  number  of  acres  than  the  man  holds ; I know  in  my 
own  glebe,  measured  at  40  acres,  it  is  not  now  unprofitable  acres,  but  I do  not 
pay  for  the  whole  number.  When  I got  it  first,  half  of  the  40  acres  were  un- 
profitable. 

12815.  Although  profitable,  you  are  not  paying  for  the  whole  number,  and 
therefore  you  say  some  revision  took  place  ? — Yes,  some  should  take  place. 

12816.  But  if  it  were  totally  unprofitable,  would  it  not  be  unjust  you  should 
pay  for  that? — Yes,  it  would  be  just  I should  pay  for  the  pi-ofitable  but  not  for 
the  unprofitable  acres ; if  all  was  unprofitable  it  would  not  be  just  that  I should 
pay  for  any. 

12817.  Mr.  S.  Crawford.]  Has  the  Government  survey  yet  been  completed 
for  Clare? — I understood  it  has  been  completed. 

12818.  Has  the  valuation  been  yet  completed  by  the  Government  officers  on 
that  survey  ? — I believe  it  has;  but  we  have  not  been  acting  on  it. 
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12819.  Have  you  acted  upon  that  valuation  and  survey  according  to  law?— 
The  county  rates  have  not  been  collected  under  that  valuation  as  yet. 

12820.  Why  so? — I cannot  say. 

12821.  Does  not  the  statute  compel  you  to  adopt  the  Government  valuation 
for  levying  the  county  rates  ? — I am  not  aware  how  that  is  with  the  Grand  Jury. 

12822.  Chairman .]  Will  you  look  to  the  list  I put  in  your  hand,  and  made 
up  by  the  Liscann or  relief  committee,  and  in  column  No.  26  you  will  see  the 
name  of  John  Laden,  junior,  and  opposite  his  name  he  appears  to  have  two 
acres  of  land,  and  six  in  family  ? — I see. 

12823.  Will  you  turn  over  to  No.  43,  opposite  which  you  will  find  James 
Laden  (John),  and  in  the  respective  columns  for  land  and  family  you  find  the 
same  quantity? — I do. 

12824.  Would  you  understand  that  the  father,  in  respect  of  whom  those  men 
were  put  on  the  works,  had  two  acres  of  land  and  six  in  family ; and  not  that 
there  were  12  in  family  and  four  acres  of  land;  or  how  would  you  understand 
it? — I see  in  one  place  John  Laden,  junior,  and  in  the  other  James  Laden 
(John)  ; it  would  imply  two  distinct  families. 

12825.  We  are  told  that  meant  that  the  father  had  two  acres,  and  six  in 
family,  and  not  that  they  had  four  acres  of  land,  and  12  in  family;  how  would 
you  understand  it? — If  I had  had  the  examining  of  that  list,  I would  be  afraid 
whoever  gave  it  in,  gave  it  in  as  a deceptive  list,  and  that  it  was  the  same  per- 
son twice  repeated,  implying  two  distinct  families,  of  six  each  family. 

12S26.  Supposing  that  represented  the  same  father,  would  you  have  under- 
stood that  the  quantity  of  land  and  the  number  of  family  applied  to  the  land 
and  family  of  the  father? — I would  be  apprehensive  that  it  was  intended  to 
deceive. 

12827.  U you  had  been  an  inspecting  officer  and  had  seen  that,  would  vou 
have  made  any  inquiry  to  set  it  right,  or  would  you  say  it  was  meant  to  deceive 
you  ? — As  inspecting  officer  I might  not  suspect  anything  of  the  kind,  though 
I,  having  local  knowledge,  might  have  apprehended  it,  when  I know  an  inspect- 
ing officer  might  not.  1 know  it  is  a common  practice  to  call  a man  James 
Laden  (John),  and  John  Laden  (James),  when  he  is  a junior,  to  distinguish  him 
from  another  of  the  same  name. 

12828.  You  see  the  exact  number  of  acres  aud  family;  would  it  not  have 
struck  you  that  must  mean  that  the  acres  and  the  family  were  the  aggregate  of  the 
whole,  instead  of  four  acres  and  12  in  family  ? — I dare  say  the  drift  was  to  repre- 
sent it  as  all  they  had,  as  if  each  distinct  family  had  six  in  family  and  two  acres, 
by  which  they  would  succeed  in  getting  a double  number  on  the  works. 

12829.  Mr.  Thomc.li/ .]  Would  you  not  infer,  if  you  were  a Government  officer, 
that  there  were  two  families  of  six  each  represented  by  those  two  names,  and  not 
one  family  of  six  persons  ? — Unquestionably;  there  is  no  room  for  any  other 
impression  ; and  that  makes  it  so  hard  for  me  to  form  an  opinion,  because  I have 
my  own  opinion  upon  it. 

12830.  Chairman.']  You  have  your  own  opinion  that  you  might  say  it  was 
only  one  family  of  six,  but,  being  a stranger,  you  might  possibly  suppose  it  was 
12  ? — But  to  Mr.  O’Brien  and  myself,  knowing  the  country  as  we  do,  it  would 
be  more  natural  than  to  the  inspecting  officers  to  entertain  the  suspicion. 

12831.  It  is  stated  that  they  did  it  on  a rule,  that  it  was  intended  to  represent, 
not  that  either  of  those  persons  had  six  in  family,  but  that  their  father  had  six 
in  family,  whom  these  two  men  represented  ? — If  I were  a person  ignorant  of  the 
habits  ot  the  country,  I would  say  these  intended  to  represent  two  distinct  fami- 
lies and  distinct  land. 

1 2832.  If  you  were  belonging  to  the  district  or  near  the  place,  could  you  have 
had  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  what  that  return  was  meant  to  represent?— I 
ought  to  be  able  to  make  out. 

12833.  When  you  attended  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  did  you  meet  Mr. 
O'Brien  acting  as  chairman  while  he  was  in  the  country? — I never  missed  him, 
and  I do  not  think  there  was  any  person  more  strenuous  and  active  in  attending 
to  it. 

12834.  Were  you,  at  the  time  you  were  attending,  impressed  with  the  notion 
that  they  endeavoured  to  do  their  best  under  the  circumstances  to  act  for  the 
assistance  of  the  people  as  well  as  the  Government  ?— Decidedly  ; I remember 
saying,  “ I wish  I could  get  my  committee  to  work  in  the  same  way.” 
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Luna,  2 1 0 die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 
Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  Higgins,  called  in ; and  Examined. 

12835.  Chairman .]  WERE  you  Secretary  to  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee? 
—Yes. 

12836.  When  did  you  commence  ?— The  latter  end  of  October,  in  the  last 
year. 

12837.  How  long  did  you  continue  to  be  secretary  ?— Until  the  latter  end  of 
March,  or  the  beginning  of  April. 

12838.  What  was  your  profession  or  occupation  before  you  were  so  occupied? 
-I  was  conducting  the  business  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  establishment  in  Dublin 

12839.  What  establishment  is  that?— A solicitor’s  office. 

12840.  You  mean  Mr.  O’Brien,  the  Member  for  Clare?— Yes. 

12841.  How  long  had  you  been  in  his  office? — About  seven  years 

12842.  What  caused  you  to  leave  Dublin  and  go  to  Clare  ?— Delicate  health. 

12843.  When  did  you  go  into  Clare?— I believe  in  February  1846 

12844.  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  house?— I did. 

12845.  Who  appointed  you  or  induced  you  to  take  the  situation  of  secretary 
to  the  relief  committee  ?— Mr.  O’Brien  requested  me  to  act,  and  I felt  great 
pleasure  in  doing  so.  6 

12846.  Was  any  salary  attached  to  your  office? — No. 

12847.  Did  you  understand  at  the  time  you  took  it  that  you  were  to  act  gra- 
tuitously ? — I did.  6 

12848.  Did  you  ever  receive  anything  for  it?— Nothing  whatever. 

12849.,  How  were  you  supported  in  the  time  if  you  were  reciving  no  salary? 
•—Mr.  O’Brien  received  me  at  his  house ; I stopped  there  from  the  time  I left 
Dublin  till  I left  the  country  again. 

12850.  When  did  you  leave  the  country? — In  April. 

12851.  Had  you  any  salary  going  on  as  Mr.  O’Brien’s  clerk  ?— No,  I had 
not. 

12852.  Were  you  articled  to  him  ? — I was  not. 

12853.  Had  you  no  salary  attached  to  your  situation  in  his  office  ? — I had 
Whilst  m his  office,  but  when  I left  it  in  ill-health  I left  with  the  intention  of  never 
returning,  because  the  business  was  not  agreeing  with  my  health. 

128.54.  You  say  your  salary,  attached  to  the  office  you  held  in  his  attorney’s 
office,  ceased  oil  your  leaving  and  going  into  Clare,  and  that  you  did  not  intend 
to  return  again? — Just  so.  v 

12855*  And  during  the  time  you  served  as  secretary  you  served  gratuitously, 
but  were  supported  in  his  house? — Yes. 

rpR2-  ?ou  res*^ed  at  all  in  the  county  of  Clare  before  you  went  into  Mr. 

nen  s office  in  Dublin  ? — I had ; it  was  my  native  place. 

12857.  How  long  had  you  resided  there?— From  the  time  I was  born  up  to 
January  1839. 

12^58.  How  far  from  Liscannor? — About  20  miles. 

•j1  j .59;  Did  you  know  that  district  well  from  the  length  of  time  you  had  re- 
sided m it ?-I  knew  it  pretty  well. 

1 “ . °*  ^9  liav(;  keen  told  that  the  Reverend  Mr.  Shannon  found  a house 
S ui  ously,  m which  the  relief  committee  met;  is  that  so? — It  is. 

'I05‘  4 P 12861,  What 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
si  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


658 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  TIIE 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
si  June  1847, 


12861.  What  sort  of  a house  was  it?— It  was  a very  good  house,  the  house  he 
had  previously  resided  in  himself. 

12862.  But  he  had  no  tenant  in  it  at  the  time? — No  tenant  at  the  time. 

12863.  How  many  members  composed  the  relief  committee  when  you  first 
became  secretary  ? — I should  say  about  20,  including  the  ex-officio  members. 

12864.  How  many  ex-officio  members  were  there  ?— I should  say  four  or  five. 

12865.  Give  us  the  numbers  from  your  minute  book  ? — Twenty  members. 

12866.  How  many  ex-officio  ? — Four,  I think. 

1 2867.  Did  the  four  ex-officio  members  reside  near  Liscannor  ? — They  did  not. 

12S68.  In  the  district,  I presume? — None  of  them  in  the  district. 

12869.  Mr*  Be tlew]  Who  were  they? — Archdeacon  Whitty  was  one;  he 
resided  in  Ennistimon  ; Captain  Morris  was  another;  Mr.  Francis  Kitson,  the 
sub- inspector ; and  Mr.  Morris,  the  engineer  of  the  district. 

1 2870.  How  far  from  Liscannor  was  Archdeacon  Whitty’s  residence? — Between 
four  and  five  miles. 

12871.  How  far  was  Captain  Morris  ? — I suppose  about  seven  or  eight  miles. 

12872.  How  far  was  Mr.  Kitson  ? — Five  miles. 

12873.  And  Mr.  Morris,  the  engineer  ?— About  five  miles. 

12874.  Did  the  other  members  of  the  relief  committee  reside  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ? — They  did. 

12875.  Can  you  state  what  was  the  size  of  the  district  comprised  within  your 
relief  committee,  or  within  its  operations? — In  circumference,  I suppose  about  14 
or  16  miles. 

12876.  Did  those  members  who  were  not  ex-officio  reside  nearer  the  place 
where  the  committee  met  than  the  ex-officio  members  ? — They  did. 

12877.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  in  what  manner  the  business  was  con- 
ducted after  you  joined  them  ? — Before  I became  secretary  the  lists  for  the  works 
then  opened  had  been  settled  by  Captain  Baillie  in  committee ; I was  not  present 
upon  that  occasion,  and  cannot  state  what  the  course  then  pursued  was. 

12878.  When  you  came  did  you  find  them  settled,  as  you  understood,  by 
Captain  Baillie  ? — I did. 

12879.  Who  would  be  able  to  state  that  to  the  Committee,  having  been  present 
when  Captain  Baillie  settled  them  ? — I am  not  aware  of  anybody  in  London  who 
could  state  it. 

12880.  How  did  you  know  they  were  settled  by  Captain  Baillie? — I have  one 
of  the  original  lists  in  his  handwriting. 

12881.  How  do  you  know  it  is  Captain  Baillie’s  handwriting? — Because  he 
was  in  Liscannor  on  the  day  it  bears  date,  and  I understood  from  Mr.  O’Brien 
that  it  was  he  made  out  the  lists,  and  the  committee  supplied  the  information. 

12882.  In  the  lists  you  have  handed  in  as  being  in  Captain  Baillie’s  hand- 
writing there  are  100  names ; will  you  look  at  that  list  and  tell  me  whether  six  or 
eight  names  in  black  ink,  the  rest  being  in  blue,  are  also  in  Captain  Baillie’s 
handwriting  or  some  other  person’s  ? — Those  in  black  ink  are  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
handwriting. 

12883.  They  appear  to  have  been  written  on  an  erasure  where  the  names  are 
in  blue  ink  ? — They  do. 

12884.  Will  you  tell  us  how  that  occurred? — I think  I was  present  when  the 
erasures  were  made  ; the  names  of  those  who  were  first  on  the  lists  were  not  con- 
sidered as  fit  objects  as  those  who  were  subsequently  put  on,  and  whose  names  are 
in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  handwriting.  The  alteration  was  made  in  committee  after 
Captain  Baillie  settled  the  list. 

12885.  After  he  left? — Yes. 

12886.  Was  that  done  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  committee? 
was. 


12887.  Was  it  done  after  discussion  and  inquiry  by  the  committee  ? — It  was. 

12888.  Are  any  of  these  persons,  whose  names  appear  in  black  ink,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  O’Brien,  tenants  of  his  ?— No. 

12889.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  them  whose  names  were  erased,  to  make 
room  for  those  in  black  ink,  were  tenants  of  his? — I do  not  think  they  were. 

12890.  It  was  a mere  erasure  made  independently  of  him,  and  by  the  consent 
of  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

1 2891.  Does  that  also  apply  to  work  to  be  done  on  Major  Macnamara’s  estate  .'' 
— It  does;  and  I believe  the  alterations  were  made  before  the  work  was  com- 


menced. 


1 2893.  Mr. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  659 

12892.  Mr.  Thornehj. ] That  list  of  100  names,  as  it  now  stands,  Captain 
Baillie  is  not  responsible  for? — I should  say  nut ; at  least  for  part  of  the  names. 

12893.  But  the  names  entered  by  Captain  Baillie  have  in  several  instances 
been  erased,  to  put  in,  in  auother  handwriting,  the  names  of  persons  believed  to 
be  more  destitute  ; is  that  so  ? — That  is  so. 

12S94.  Then  it  is  the  list  of  the  relief  committee,  and  riot  of  Captain  Baillie, 
throughout? — It  is;  but  Captain  Baillie  assisted  in  forming  it  in  the  first  instance. 

12895.  Chav-man.]  Do  you^  know  when  JVlr.  O’Brien’s  signature,  as  cbaiiman 
of  the  committee,  was  attached? — I dare  say  it  was  attached  on  the  19th  October, 
the  day  it  bears  date. 

12896.  How  long  was  that  after  Captain  Baillie  left  the  place? — That  was  the 
very  day  he  attended. 

12897.  When  were  the  alterations  in  black  ink  made? — Subsequently. 

12898.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  After  Mr.  O’Brien  signed  it? — Yes. 

12899.  Some  subsequent  day? — Some  subsequent  day  ; it  was  the  habit  of  the 
committee  whenever  destitute  objects  presented  themselves,  to  put  out  persons 
who  were  considered  better  off,  and  to  put  on  the  more  destitute  ; that  is  the 
reason  of  those  changes. 

12900.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  first  sign  the  list  which  was  drawn 
throughout  by  Captain  Baillie? — I believe  so. 

12901.  Then  his  signature  remained,  although  the  names  were  subsequently 
altered  ? — Exactly. 

12902.  Chairman.]  Why  were  the  lists  not  sent  in  to  the  inspecting  officer, 
after  Captain  Baillie  bad  settled  them  in  committee  ?• — I think  they  were  gene- 
rally handed  over  to  the  engineer,  as  his  authority  for  putting  the  men  to  work. 

12903.  How  soon  after  they  were  signed  by  the  chairman  was  it  the  habit  of 
the  committee  to  hand  them  over  to  the  engineer  ? — As  soon  as  possible  after ; 

1 have  known  him  to  get  them  on  the  same  day. 

12904.  How  came  those  lists,  after  they  were  made  out  in  Captain  Baillie’s 
handwriting,  to  be  retained  in  custody  of  the  committee,  so  that  Mr.  O’Brien 
could,  and  did,  alter  them,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  ? — After  the  com- 
mittee had  made  a selection  of  labourers  for  the  works  sanctioned  to  be  opened, 
they  found  that  several  destitute  districts  had  been  omitted  ; that  is  to  say,  that 
no  works  bad  been  opened  ou  which  the  people  of  those  districts  could  be  con- 
veniently employed,  and  the  committee  came  to  the  resolution  of  not  opening 
the  other  works  until  works  should  be  opened  for  the  destitute  people,  and  this 
list  was  for  one  of  the  works  which  had  been  first  sanctioned. 

12905.  Does  that  list  apply  to  the  Moher  road  ? — Yes. 

12906.  That  work  being  poslponed  until  the  works  in  other  districts  should  be 
opened,  the  list  you  say  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  committee? — Yes. 

12907.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  sent  to  Captain  Baillie  for  his  approba- 
tion, after  the  alterations  had  been  made,  or  whether  it  was  handed  to  the  engineer  ? 
— I am  not  aware. 

12908  Can  you  state  whether  the  names  which  were  erased  were  the  names  of 
tenants  of  Major  Macnamara? — They  were. 

12909.  Can  you  state  whether  the  names  of  those  who  were  inserted  by  Mr. 
O’Brien  in  lieu  of  them  were  the  names  of  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara? — They 
were. 

12910.  Had  the  committee,  or  Mr.  O’Brien,  any  possible  object  in  making  the 
alterations  they  did,  except  to  put  on  those  who  were  more  destitute? — That  was 
their  sole  object. 

12911.  Was  Major  Macnamara  at  all  cognizant  of  the  alteration  ? — He  was  not. 

12912.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  recommending  it,  or  interfere  in  anyway 
about  it  ? — He  did  not,  but  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  who  resides  in  the  town- 
land,  was  present,  and  I believe  it  was  at  his  suggestion  the  alterations  were 
made. 

3 29 13-  Mr-  IT.  Williams.]  Weie  those  persons  whose  names  were  taken  oft,  con- 
sidered to  be  persons  in  the  best  circumstances  of  those  persons  on  the  list? — 
They  were  considered  to  be  iu  better  circumstances  than  those  who  were  sub- 
stituted for  them. 

12914.  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  persons  who  were  struck  oft  were 
supposed  to  be  betier'off  than  those  who  were  put  on  ? — I dare  say  they  were ; 
the  object  was  to  put  oft’  those  who  could  best  do  without  work. 

0.105.  4 p 2 12915.  Chairman.] 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 


21  June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


66o 


MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 


21  June  1847. 


12915.  Chairman .]  Whose  tenants  were  the  remaining  persons  on  the  list  ? 

They  were  all  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara. 

12916.  Do  you  know  anything  of  their  circumstances  at  all? — Indeed  I do 
not. 

12917.  Mr.  Bellevo .]  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  O’Brien’s  and  Major 
Macnamara’s  property  1—1  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  O’Brien’s  Birchfield 
property,  and  with  Major  Macnamara’s  property,  but  I cannot  say  that  I am 
well  acquainted  with  his  tenants. 

12918.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  write  any  letter  to  Mr.  Gamble  respect- 
ing that  list  ?• — I am  not  aware  that  he  did. 

12919.  What  was  next  done  in  the  committee;  do  you  know  whether  any 
other  list  was  made  out  at  that  time  except  the  one  you  have  produced? — Yes, 
there  were  several. 

12920.  Did  you  understand  them  to  be  made  out  by  Captain  Baillie  in  con- 
junction with  the  committee? — Yes. 

12921.  Do  you  know  what  became  of  them? — They  were  handed  over  to  the 
engineer  when  the  works  were  about  to  be  opened. 

12922.  Who  was  the  engineer? — Mr.  Galway  was  the  local  engineer. 

12923.  What  next  was  done  by  the  committee? — The  committee  suspended 
the  opening  of  the  works  until  they  should  communicate  with  Mr.  Gamble. 

12924.  What  works? — The  works  which  were  then  selected;  the  Moher  road 
was  one,  St.  Bridget’s  Hill  was  another,  the  Sea-wall  was  another,  the  Lislorken 
Hills  another. 

12925.  Those,  and  some  others? — Yes. 

12926.  In  any  of  these  lists  made  out  at  that  time  by  Captain  Baillie,  were 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  included? — Yes,  several  of  them. 

12927.  Do  you  know  how  many?— I cannot  state  how  many;  but  I should 
think  there  were  over  60,  or  perhaps  more  ; I am  sure  there  were  more. 

12928.  What  proportion  did  they  bear  to  the  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  within 
your  district  ? — A very  small  proportion  at  that  time. 

12929.  How  many  of  his  tenants  were  included  within  all  the  lists  which  at 
that  time  were  made  out  by  Captain  Baillie  and  the  committee,  altogether  ?— 
I really  cannot  say. 

12930.  I thought  you  said  60  ? — I thought  you  alluded  to  the  Birchfield  pro- 
perty ; but  there  was  Carhuduff ; there  were  about  40  in  that  parish. 

12931.  flow  many  were  the  remainder? — I should  say  there  were  over  100 
altogether. 

12932.  How  many  tenants  had  Mr.  O’Brien  at  that  time  on  his  Carhuduff 
property,  and  the  other  property  which  was  within  your  district  ? — Forty-nine, 
I think,  on  the  Carhuduff  property ; but  these  include  under-tenants  and  squat- 
ters, whom  he  does  not  recognize  as  tenants. 

12933.  How  many  on  the  rest  of  his  property  in  that  district? — Altogether, 
in  that  district,  I suppose  there  are  about  240  families  on  his  entire  property. 

12934.  Mr.  Bel/ezo.]  What  number  of  under-tenants  and  squatters? — On  Car- 
huduff I should  say  from  10  to  13. 

12935.  Chairman .]  Can  you  state  how  many  in  Carhuduff,  tenants  of  Mr. 
O’Brien,  under-tenants  or  squatters,  were  in  the  list  settled  by  Captain  Baillie  at 
that  time  ? — I believe  49  ; 1 have  a copy  of  the  list,  and  that  is  all  I find  in  it. 

12936.  Have  you  a copy  of  the  list  entered  in  a book  kept  by  the  committee r 

Yes.  . . , T 

1 2937.  Did  you  keep  a register  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  r -A 
did. 

12938.  Have  you  that  hook  with  you  ? — I have. 

12939.  When  was  that  book  first  commenced  to  be  kept? — I did  not  get  this 
book  until  some  time  after  the  works  had  been  commenced. 

12940.  How  did  you  fill  the  book  up  if  you  did  not  get  it  at  the  time  the  works 
were  commenced  ? — 1 got  the  lists  as  they  had  been  settled,  and  I made  copies  of 
them  into  the  book. 

12941.  From  that  will  you  give  a statement  to  the  Committee  of  the  number 
of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  and  the  proportion  on  the  works,  which  I asked  you  for 
just  now? — I should  say  there  were  about  300  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  put  on  the  list 
by  the  committee,  and  these  300  persons  represented  about '240  families. 

12042.  Does  that  include  Carhuduff? — It  does.  Tt 

12943-  Have 
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12943-  Have  you  anything  in  the  book  to  show  the  gross  number  of  Mr. 
O'Brien’s  tenants? — It  is  from  that  I show  the  number  on  the  works. 

12944-  Had  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  every  one  of  them,  some  person  on  the 
]jst  ? — No,  they  had  not. 

12945.  I want  to  know  the  gross  number,  including  those  who  were  not  on  the 
list  ?— -I  should  suppose  he  had  about  30  or  40  tenants  who  were  not  on  the  list. 

12946-  Mr.  Solicitor- Generali]  Out  of  the  whole  number  of  his  tenants  about 
30  or  40  were  not  on  the  works  ? — Yes. 

12947.  About  how  many  would  be  on  the  works?— About  300  persons,  repre- 
senting about  240  families  ; there  were  about  30  families  that  had  nobody  on  the 
works. 

1294S.  Chairman .]  How  many  might  those  30  represent  ?— Taking  them  at 
an  average  of  six  (and  I think  that  is  a low  average),  it  would  be  about  180. 

12949.  Who  put  them  on  the  lists  ? — They  were  put  on  by  the  committee. 

12950.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  exert  any  influence  to  have  them  put  on? — No,  I do 
not  think  he  did. 

12951.  Do  you  know  anything  of  their  circumstances? — I know  the  Birchfield 
tenants  and  their  circumstances  very  well. 

12952.  Were  they  on  the  list? — They  were. 

12953.  How  many  of  them  ? — A great  proportion  of  them. 

12954.  What  circumstances  were  they  in  ? — Some  of  them  were  in  very  destitute 
circumstances ; others  were  not  so  badly  off. 

12955.  We  have  been  told  that  Mr.  O’Brien  paid  very  great  attention  to  his 
tenantry,  and  that  they  were  comfortable ; how  is  that  consistent  with  so  many 
being  on  the  lists  ?- — They  were  comfortable  up  to  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
at  least,  comparatively  comfortable. 

12956.  Did  the  failure  in  the  potato  crop  cause  a great  difference  in  their  con- 
dition?— A very  great  difference;  it  was  the  main  support  of  themselves,  they 
fed  their  cattle  with  them,  and  sold  them,  to  a considerable  extent. 

12957.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  up  to  the  time  of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
that  they  were  in  comparatively  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

12958.  But  by  the  failure  they  were  reduced  to  destitution  ? — They  were. 

1 2959.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  came  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  who  were 
not  badly  off,  to  be  on  the  list  ? — Those  who  were  on  the  lists  were  all  badly  off ; 
but  some  were  worse  off  than  others, 

12960.  Mr.  Repton.]  Was  there  a single  tenant  who  was  not  badly  off? — Not 
one  to  my  knowledge. 

12961.  I mean,  was  there  a single  tenant  on  the  list  who  was  not  in  a state  of 
destitution  ? — I do  not  think  there  was  one. 

12962.  There  were  some  who  were  not  put  on  because  they  were  in  more 
comfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes. 

12963.  Chairman.]  Can  you  give  the  names  and  residences  of  tenants,  the 
heads  of  families,  who  were  not  on  the  works  ?^I  think  I can ; some  of  them  I 
have  in  the  census,  and  some  of  them  were  not  taken  down  at  all ; but  I think, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  parish,  I could  give  them  all. 

12964.  What  was  the  next  step  taken  by  the  committee  after  those  lists  were 
finished  and  sent  to  the  engineer;  do  you  remember  Captain  Wynne  coming  to 
the  country? — Yes,  I remember  his  being  there. 

12965.  Had  the  committee  made  out  any  other  lists  besides  those  you  men- 
tioned made  out  by  Captain  Baillie,  until  Captain  Wynne  came  ? — I think  they 
had. 

12966.  Have  you  any  memorandum  in  the  book? — I have  a copy  of  the  list  of 
the  Lochlone  works,  which  was  subsequently  made  out. 

12967.  Can  you  give  the  date  of  the  list? — It  was  either  the  29th  of  October 
or  2d  of  November. 

12968.  Do  you  remember  the  Lochlone  Hills  being  opened? — I do. 

12969.  Do  you  remember  Sir  William  Fitzgerald  and  Dean  Stackpoole  had 
any  tenants  placed  on  the  lists  for  that  work  ? — I do: 

12970.  How  many  ? — There  were  about  150,  entirely  including  the  tenants  of 
Sir  W.  Fitzgerald  and  Dean  Stackpoole. 

12971.  Have  you  an  entry  of  that  in  the  minute-book? — I have. 

■*  “972.  Were  they  in  a state  of  destitution? — I believe  they  were. 

12973-  Do  you  know  who  furnished  the  information  as  to  them? — Several. 
members  of  the  committee. 
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1 2974.  Chairman .]  Was  there  a tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole  on  the  committee 5 
— There  was. 

12975.  Do  you  know  whether  he  furnished  information  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s 
property  ? — Pie  did. 

12976.  Did  the  committee  rely  on  that,  or  make  any  further  inquiry  ?— -Tiiev 
relied  on  it,  but  the  circumstances  of  the  applicants  were  generally  discussed  m 
committee. 

1 2977.  Do  you  remember  the  discussions  taking  place  ? — Frequently. 

12978.  Were  they  conducted  in  a manner  .to  elicit  the  truth  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  parties  ? — I consider  so. 

12979.  How  many  tenants  had  Dean  Stackpoole  in  all  your  district? I can- 

not say. 

12980.  You  have  no  means  of  knowing? — Except  from  the  census. 

12981.  As  near  as  you  can  from  the  census  ? — Dean  Stackpoole  had  about  qc 
tenants. 

12982.  In  using  the  word  tenants,  what  description  of  person  or  holding  is  that 
meant  to  convey  ? — Both  small  and  large. 

12983.  Do  you  mean  they  held  cows  or  lands  ; would  you  consider  them  all 
tenants  ? — I consider  anybody  residing  on  the  property,  tenants ; at  least,  in  making 
out  the  census ; that  was  the  view  taken  of  it. 

12984.  We  have  been  told  the  census  was  not  a very  correct  statement  of  the 
number;  are  you  of  opinion  that  that  is  so? — I know  the  committee  used  great 
diligence  in  making  it  out. 

12985.  Do  you  mean  the  census  made  out  by  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

12986.  Not  the  general  census  which  has  been  referred  to? — Not  at  all;  the 
census  made  out  by  the  committee,  at  the  instance  of  Captain  Gordon. 

12987.  To  ascertain  the  numbers  as  accurately  as  they  could,  they  went  through 
the  inquiry  and  made  out  a census  at  that  time  ? — Yes. 

12988.  From  whom  did  they  get  the  information? — I believe  they  went  from 
bouse  to  house.  I know  they  went  from  townland  to  townland, 

12989.  Did  you  ever  accompany  them  ? — I did  not. 

12990.  Did  you  receive  the  reports  ?-^I  did. 

12991.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  census  which  we  are  now  speaking 
of,  made  by  the  committee,  is  nearly  correct? — I have. 

12992.  When  you  state  150  tenants,  do  you  mean  150  persons,  or  heads  of 
families  ? — One  hundred  and  fifty  persons. 

12993.  How  many  might  they  represent? — I cannot  say,  indeed. 

i2994-  Can  you  tell  nearly  ? — I suppose  they  represented  100  families. 

12995-  Some  of  the  families  must  therefore  have  had  more  than  one  person  to 
represent  them  on  the  works  ? — Yes,  some  must  have  had  two. 

12996.  When  were  the  works  proceeded  with? — Some  on  the  29th  of  October 
and  some  on  the  2d  of  November. 

r12997-  Were  lists  regularly  made  out  of  those  tenants  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald? 
— There  were. 

12998.  Were  they  returned  to  any  Government  officer? — To  Mr.  Galway,  the 
local  engineer. 

1 2999*  Have  you  any  copy  or  sample  of  those  lists  so  returned  ? — I have. 

13000.  Y ou  put  in  a list  which  is  found  in  the  registry  of  the  minutes  of  the 
committee  which  you  kept? — Yes. 

13001.  In  whose  handwriting  is  that? — In  mine. 

13002.  Was  any  Government  officer  present  with  the  committee  when  it  was 
made  out  ? There  might  have  been,  but  I am  not  sure. 

13003.  You  do  not  recollect?— I do  not. 

13004.  Where  did  you  get  this  book  which  you  have  put  into  my  bands'?— 
From  Mr.  Weldon,  secretary  to  the  Ennistimon  committee. 

13005.  1 here  is  a printed  form  for  the  columns  ; do  you  know  whether  this  was 
furnished  by  the  Board  of  Works  ?—I  think  Mr.  Weldon  told  me  he  got  it  from 
the  Commissariat  Office,  Dublin  Castle. 

13006.  There  is  a list  of  the  Lochlone  Hills,  in  which  I observe  100  names  are 
entered,  and  of  these  I observe  only  12  have  any  entry  made  in  the  column  01 
land  ; why  vvas  no  remark  made  opposite  the  other  names?— The  others  have  no 
land ; they  are  all  principally  fishermen,  and  reside  in  the  village  of  Liscannoi, 
which  is  very  densely  populated. 

13007.  When 
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13007.  When  you  put  the  word  “none”  opposite  a name,  and  there  is  no 
entry  after  except  a dot  below,  does  that  mean  ditto? — It  does. 

1300S.  When  you  came  to  any  man  who  had  land,  did  you  enter  it? — Yes. 

13009.  I see  one  or  two  names  which  have  two  acres  entered  opposite  their 
names  r — Yes. 

13010.  Had  all  the  others  no  land  until  you  come  to  the  next  entry,  seven 

acres?— 1 believe  not. 

13011.  When  you  put  down  opposite  Martin  Fitzmorris,  number  50,  two  acres 
of  land,  how  did  you  get  the  information  of  what  he  held  ?—  It  was  supplied  by 
a member  of  the  committee. 

13012.  What  was  the  two  acres  of  land;  what  sort  of  land  does  it  represent? 
— I am  not  sure;  the  land  is  not  very  good  in  that  neighbourhood. 

13013.  Do  you  know  from  the  communications  made  to  you  by  the  members 
of  the  committee  who  gave  yon  the  number  of  acres,  whether  the  number  of  acres 
put  down  represented  the  whole  land  held  by  the  person  whose  name  is  opposite, 
or  only  that  which  is  available? — Only  that  land  which  was  available;  some  of 
them  held  tracts  of  bog  or  mountain. 

13014.  Did  you  know  at  the  time  that  was  the  principle  and  rule  upon  which 
they  entered  the  land  ? — I did. 

13015.  Was  that  done  advisedly  and  after  consultation  ? — It  was. 

13016.  Was  that  the  uniform  practice  in  your  committee? — It  was,  as  far  as 
I could  see. 

13017.  Can  you  state  the  reason  why  that  rule  was  adopted? — I believe  it 
was  considered  that  a man  having  mountain  or  bog  land  could  not  be  well  said  to 
hold  so  many  acres  of  land,  when  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  of  no  value  to  him. 

1301s.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  you  consider  that  by  leaving  out  that  part  of  the 
land  which  was  of  no  value,  you  were  giving  a better  description  of  the  people  to 
the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — Certainly. 

13019.  It  was  done  with  that  view  ? — With  that  view. 

13020.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  the  mode  in  which  you  made  the  return  of  land  ever 
explained  to  Captain  Wynne,  Captain  Fisbbourne,  or  any  other  officer? — Captain 
Fishbourne  never  made  any  inquiry. 

13021 . Was  it  ever  explained  to  him  or  any  other  officer  the  mode  in  which  you 
made  the  entries  in  it  ? — I believe  it  was  explained  to  Captain  Gordon  ; but  I am 
not  sure. 

13022.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  ? — I am  not  sure  whether  it  was. 

13023.  At  that  time? — I think  at  the  time  of  making  out  the  census  it  was. 

13024.  Do  you  know  it  was  ? — I am  sure  ; there  was  some  explanation  then 
made  to  him. 

13024*.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  What  do  you  mean  by  available  land? — Land 
which  could  be  turned  into  potato  soil,  or  which  was  available  for  pasturage,  or  for 
feeding  cattle. 

13025.  If  mountain  or  bog  were  worth  nothing,  you  mean  you  did  not  put 
it  down? — We  did  not ; we  omitted  it. 

13026.  Is  there  any  mountain  or  bog  that  is  not  worth  something? — It  would 
be  worth  something  by  being  reclaimed,  but  in  its  present  state  it  is  worth  nothing. 

13027.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Why  was  it  divided  among  these  people  ; why 
did  one  man  have  six  acres,  one  seven,  and  another  eight? — It  might  depend 
upon  the  number  he  retained  himself,  or  the  number  of  good  acres  that  was 
originally  attached  to  the  farm. 

13028.  You  say  if  a man  had  ten  acres,  and  five  were  bad  and  five  good,  you 
would  return  only  five? — Yes. 

13029.  But  then  he  had  the  other  in  possession? — Yes. 

13030.  Why,  if  the  land  was  so  utterly  worthless,  was  it  apportioned  off  to 
him  at  all ; how  did  it  come  to  be  worth  the  fences  that  were  around  it  ? — I know 
a great  number  of  them  held  large  tracts  of  mountain,  and  could  not  tell  what 
quantity  of  acres  they  had. 

I3p3i*  If  they  were  put  down  as  having  a certain  number  of  acres,  in  that 
certain  number  of  acres  you  separated  the  good  from  the  bad? — Yes. 

13032.  When  you  separated  the  good  from  the  bad  there  was  a certain 
number  of  acres  you  returned,  and  a certain  number  you  omitted  ? — Yes. 

1 30.33;  Hut  if  the  number  of  acres  was  so  bad  that  it  was  not  worth  returning, 
how  did  it  come  to  pass  that  it  was  fenced  off  and  allotted  or  apportioned  on  the 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins,  farm  at  all  ? — A great  portion  of  it  is  not  fenced  off ; several  persons  hold  a large 
_ tract  of  mountain  or  waste  land  in  common. 

21  June  1847.  13034.  You  did  not  return  this  bad  land,  because  you  did  not  know  the  quan- 

tity ? — And  because  it  was  of  no  value. 

] 3035.  You  mean  it  was  never  surveyed  ? — I believe  a great  portion  of  it 
could  scarcely  be  surveyed. 

13036.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Do  you  know  whether  any  rent  was  paid  for  that 
portion  of  land  which  you  say  is  of  no  value  ? — The  good  and  bad  land  is  gene- 
rally let  together,  and  one  rent  paid  for  the  entire  farm. 

13037.  Do  you  know  whether  in  settling  the  rent,  any  account  is  taken  of  that 
bad  portion  ? — I do  not. 

13038.  Mr.  Bellew.]  If  there  is  no  account  taken  of  that  part  of  the  land 
which  you  state  is  of  no  value,  would  it  not  make  the  annual  rent  of  the  portion 
you  consider  valuable  very  high  indeed  ? — I do  not  suppose  the  landlords  act 
upon  the  same  principle  as  the  committee  did;  I imagine  the  landlord  charges  rent 
for  the  part  that  is  bad  as  well  as  the  part  that  is  good. 

13039.  Would  not  the  rent  calculated  only  on  the  part  you  consider  good,  make 
the  rent  exceedingly  high? — Much  higher  than  the  part  that  is  of  no  value. 

13040.  Would  it  not  make  it  extremely  high  if  you  found  five  acres  valued  at 
17?.;  would  you  not  consider  that  high  ? — Yes. 

13041.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  What  is  the  bad  land  ? — Bog  land  and  mountain. 

13042.  What  use  is  it  turned  to  ? — There  is  a part  of  it  that  I know  no  cattle 
could  go  into. 

13043.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  And  part  of  it  that  cattle  could  go  into  ?~No 
doubt  there  is. 

13044.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Do  they  cut  it  for  fuel  or  make  any  use  of  it  in  that 
way? — I do  not  think  they  do.  There  is  an  abundance  of  bog  in  the  neighbourhood. 

13045.  Do  you  know  how  much  good  and  how  much  bad,  in  proportion,  there 
was  on  those  farms? — I know  the  good  bears  a very  small  proportion. 

13046.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Is  not  this  bad  land  attached  to  the  farms 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  opportunity  to  the  person  holding  the  cultivated 
land  to  bring  the  other  into  cultivation  if  he  thinks  proper  ? — I should  think  so. 

13047.  Is  that  where  a landlord  may  say,  “ You  may  have  five  acres  from  the 
common  adjoining  your  farm,  if  you  like  to  inclose  it  and  cultivate  it,  upon  certain 
terms  included  in  the  rent  or  the  lease  is  that  the  case  ? — I am  not  aware.  I 
do  not  know  the  terms  on  which  such  lands  are  let. 

13048,  Chairman .]  I observe  in  the  list  of  the  Moher  road  a column  is  left 
for  land,  and  that  you  appear  to  have  filled  it  up  in  the  same  way  you  described  ?— 1 
We  adopted  as  a precedent,  in  the  committee,  that  list  made  out  by  Captain 
Baillie.  . 

13049.  You  adopted  in  certain  returns  the  list  you  had  in  Captain  Baillie  sown 
handwriting,  as  a precedent? — Yes. 

1 3050.  Did  you  not,  in  all  the  subsequent  lists,  follow  that  precedent  1 Yes. 

13051.  And  did  you,  in  all  those  lists,  endeavour,  as  much  as  you  could,  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  available  land  which,  according  to  your  rule,  you  should 
return  ? — I should  say  so ; Mr.  O’Brien  invariably  impressed  upon  the  parties  sup- 
plying information,  how  desirable  it  was  to  supply  correct  information. 

13052.  Do  you  remember,  early  in  November,  that  there  were  a great  number 
of  applicants  for  labour  ? — Yes.  , 

13053.  Dad  the  people  become  still  more  destitute  and  impoverished  at  tna 
period  than  before  ? — They  had. 

13054.  Were  the  provisions  on  which  they  had  previously  existed,  nearly  ex- 
hausted?— I should  say  they  were. 

13055.  Did  the  committee,  in  consultation,  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  quarny 
of  work  which  was  opened  in  proportion  to  the  state  of  the  destitute  population  . 
They  did,  and  they  did  not  consider  there  was  sufficient  work  open  to  employ  na 
the  destitute  population.  _ . ^ 

13056.  What  course  did  the  committee  pursue  in  forming  their  opinion . 
They  passed  several  resolutions,  and  forwarded  them  to  Mr.  Gamble,  calling  up 
him  to  open  more  works.  . , 

13057.  Have  you  any  of  them  which  you  wish  to  produce  to  the  Committee  ■ 

I believe  some  of  them  have  been  already  put  in  evidence.  Y • it 

13058.  Is  the  resolution  you  are  about  to  read  already  in  evidence  ? *es, 
is  put  in  in  answer  to  questions  66 04  and  6605.  jg 
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13059.  Is  there  any  other  resolution  to  which  you  wish  to  refer  on  this  sub- 
ject r—There  is  another  resolution  of  the  4th  of  November  in  evidence,  in  answer 

to  question  6612. 

13060.  Is  there  any  other?  There  was  a resolution  on  the  same  day,  but  it 
was  not  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gamble. 

13061.  Is  that  in  evidence  ?— No,  it  is  not. 

13062.  Will  you  read  it  ? — “ Resolved,  that  we  view  with  deep  regret  the  areat 
numbers  of  men  now  unemployed  and  in  a state  of  great  destitution,  and  the  «reat 
delay  given  to  many  works,  especially  in  localities  where  the  people  are  lament- 
ably distressed,  whilst  useful  works,  approved  ot  at  the  extraordinary  present- 
ment sessions,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  are  not  yet  opened  ; amon «■  many 
others  we  now  instance  the  cutting  of  the  hills  on  Sandfield,  Ballvhean,  and’Cahe- 
ricahil,  surrounded  as  they  are  by  a dense  population,  who  are  'now  in  a deplor- 
able state  ot  destitution,  having  no  other  work  open  where  they  could  be  employed  • 
and  that  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Works,”  ’ 

13063-  Why  was  that  not  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gamble? — Baron  Richards’  agent 
attended  the  committee  and  made  representations  that  no  work  was  open  for  the 
employment  of  the  Sandfield  people.  That  resolution  was  then  passed,  and  en- 
trusted to  him  for  the  purpose  of  sending  it  to  Baron  Richards,  in  order  that  the 
Baron,  who  was  then  in  Dublin,  might  call  on  the  Board  of  Works,  and  use  his 
influence  to  have  the  works  opened. 

13064.  Have  you  any  other  resolution  upon  that  subject  to  which  you  wish  to 
refer?— There  is  another  of  the  yth  December  1846,  already  in  evidence,  in 
answer  to  question  6618. 

13065.  Mr.  jBeUew.]  Was  Baron  Richards  a member  of  the  committee  ? — He 
was  not. 

13066.  Chairman.  \ Have  you  any  other  resolution  to  which  you  wish  to  refer? 
— One  of  the  20th  December,  already  in  evidence,  in  answer  to  question  6622 ; and 
another  of  the  10th  January,  already  in  evidence,  in  answer  to  question  6638. 

13067.  Will  you  take  the  next  resolution  to  which  you  wish  to  refer? — I find 
another  of  the  30th  December:  “Inasmuch  as  no  additional  employment  has 
been  given,  notwithstanding  the  admission  of  Mr.  Galway,  at  our  last  meeting, 
held  on  the  27th  instant,  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  la- 
bourers by  at  least  200  ; Resolved,  that  our  chairman  do  again  call  the  attention 
of  Mr.  Gamble  to  his  (the  chairman’s)  letter  of  the  20th,  and  to  our  resolutions  of 
the  9th  and  20th  instant,  enclosed  therein,  and  to  express  to  him  our  astonishment 
that  our  repeated  applications  have  not  been  attended  to. 

13068.  Did  the  duty  which  devolved  upon  the  committee,  of  selecting  objects 
for  relief,  become  most  onerous  in  consequence  of  the  increased  applications  for 
labour  ?— It  did. 

13069.  I am  speaking  of  the  time  you  before  mentioned,  when  provisions 
failed,  and  the  destitution  became  greater  ? — That  was  the  time  I understood  you 
to  allude  to. 

i3°7°-  Did  you  continue  to  make  selections  of  the  fittest  objects  to  be  put  upon 
the  lists  ?— Yes. 

13071-  Was  it  not  the  wish  and  the  endeavour,  on  the  part  of  most  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  to  put  on  as  many  as  they  could,  leaving  persons 
m more  comfortable  circumstances  to  be  struck  off  ? — The  committee  never 
wished  to  exceed  the  number  that  were  allowed  by  the  engineer  for  work. 

13072.  The  number  was  specified  to  you,  and  you  kept  within  that  number? 
— Yes. 

13°73-  Do  you  mean  as  a committee,  or  individually? — As  a committee. 

13°74-  Do  you  not  know  that  individuals  exerted  themselves  very  much  to 
get  a larger  number  put  on  the  works  ? — I am  sure  they  did. 

13075-  As  a committee,  you  state  they  did  not? — They  did  not. 

13076.  When  you  found  from  inquiry  there  were  persons  in  a more  destitute 
state  than  those  who  were  already  on  the  lists  in  your  district,  what  course  did 
you  pursuer — We  generally  put  off  some  person  who  we  considered  more  com- 
fortable, and  substituted  the  destitute. 

13077-  Do  you  remember  Mr.  O’Brien  taking  any  part  in  the  discussions  oil 
that  subject,  and  using  his  recommendation  to  have  any  persons  put  off? — He 
was  always  for  having  his  own  tenants  put  off,  and  the  committee  were  opposed 
to  it. 

13078.  Did  he  say  why  he  selected  his  own  tenants  to  be  put  off? — I suppose 
0.105.  4 Q from 
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from  the  fact  of  his  being  the  chairman,  he  had  a delicacy  in  putting  out  the 
tenants  of  any  body  else. 

13079.  Why  were  the  committee  opposed  to  it? — Because  they  considered 
that  the  persons  so  put  off  were  destitute. 

13080.  What  was  the  result  of  the  discussion  between  them  and  Mr.  O’Brien? 
— Mr.  O’Brien  succeeded  in  having  his  own  tenants  put  off. 

13081.  When  Mr.  O’Brien  succeeded,  as  you  state,  in  having  his  own  tenants 
put  oft',  how  were  their  places  filled  ; from  what  class  of  persons,  and  whose 
tenants  ? — Some  were  tenants  of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald  and  some  of  them  were  the 
tenants  of  Major  Macnamara;  I could  refer  to  the  books  to  show  several  instances 
of  the  kind. 

13082.  Will  the  Committee  find,  by  reference  to  the  book  which  you  have 
handed  in,  an  explanation  of  the  matter  on  which  inquiry  is  now  made?— 
They  will. 

13083.  Will  the  minutes  to  which  you  refer  be  found  at  pages  15,  23,  24,  and 
33  of  the  book  ? — They  will. 

13084.  Was  that  minute-book  open  to  every  member  of  the  committee?— 
Certainly. 

13085.  Did  it  lie  in  any  place  where  they  could  have  access  to  it? — On  the 
table  during  the  meeting  days ; I generally  took  it  home  with  me  in  the  evening. 

13086.  If  anybody  required  information  beyond  what  they  could  get  during 
the  business  of  the  committee,  would  it  be  open  to  them  on  application  to  you?— 
At  all  times- 

13087.  When  did  you  meet? — Twice  a week. 

13088.  On  what  days? — Wednesdays  and  Sundays,  I think. 

13089.  Why  was  Sunday  selected  as  a clay  of  meeting?  —There  was  horse 
work  to  be  selected  for  the  ensuing  week  for  the  different  works,  and  the  committee 
took  the  selection  of  that  into  their  own  hands,  because  they  found  the  stewards 
exercised  it  to  the  prejudice  of  the  class  that  were  better  entitled  to  it. 

13090.  Were  the  members  of  the  relief  committee  principally,  if  not  altogether, 
of  the  Roman-catholic  persuasion  ? — -They  were. 

13091.  Was  the  greater  mass  of  the  population  Roman-catholics? — I believe  all 
were  Roman-catholics. 

13092.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Did  you  keep  a list  of  the  members  who 
attended  the  committee  on  each  day? — I did  not. 

13093.  Did  you  put  the  names  down? — I did  not;  I found  I was  rather  im- 
perfect in  keeping  the  minute  book  in  that  respect. 

13094.  Did  you  mention  no  names? — Except  that  of  the  chairman ; that  he 
took  the  chair. 

1 3095.  Chairman.]  Can  you  state  about  the  number  of  members  who  attended 
each  day? — Taking  it  upon  an  average,  8 or  10  attended. 

13096.  Did  they  change? — They  were  more  or  less. 

13097.  Did  some  members  attend  one  day  and  others  another? — Some  of  them 
were  very  regular  in  their  attendance,  and  attended  almost  every  day. 

13098.  And  others  attended  only  occasionally  ? — Only  occasionally. 

13099.  Did  that  occasion  any  difficulty  in  your  obtaining  information  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  persons  in  the  different  districts? — Sometimes. 

13100.  How  could  you  contrive  to  decide,  when  the  persons  from  the  par- 
ticular districts  where  the  applicants  resided  were  not  present? — We  usually  made 
inquiry  of  the  parties  themselves,  and  there  were  generally  one  or  two  members  0 
the  committee  present  who  had  some  knowledge  of  them.  . ? 

13101.  Did  not  the  parties  very  frequently  mislead  you  by  false  information. 
— Very  frequently. 

13102.  Did  they  endeavour  to  lead  you  to  think  them  in  a worse  condition 
than  they  really  were  ? — Always ; they  generally  stated  they  had  larger  families 
and  a less  quantity  of  land.  . . 

13103.  Did  you  endeavour  to  check  that  by  inquiry  of  your  own  committee!1 
Always. 

13104.  Did  the  changes  which  took  place  in  the  putting  on  those  who  we.e 
most  destitute  in  lieu  of  those  who  were  more  comfortable,  occasion  great  con 
sion  in  the  list  ? — Indeed  they  did.  . u k to 

13105.  How  were  you  enabled  to  make  the  change;  did  the  list  come  bac 
you,  or  did  you  make  fresh  lists? — We  made  the  change  in  the  book,^  and  ga 
an  order  to  the  steward  or  engineer  to  take  on  such  a person  instead  or  ano  ® ^ 
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13106.  From  what  books  did  you  make  those  changes  ?— In  the  registry  book. 

13107.  Will  you  tell  us  where  that  appears  ? — I refer  to  the  list  for  the  Shore 
road,  already  in  evidence. 

13108.  Were  the  names  of  the  persons  you  took  out  merely  erased  with  a pen  ? 
—The  pen  was  struck  through  them,  and  that  was  done  with  a view  of  showing 
the  persons  who  were  originally  on  the  list. 

13109.  So  you  can  in  each  case  read  the  names;  but  you  know  they  were 
struck  off,  by  the  pen  being  passed  through? — Yes. 

13110.  Does  it  appear  on  this  and  the  following  leaf  of  the  registry,  that  other 
persons  were  substituted  for  them  ? — It  does. 

13111.  Headed  “The  following  persons  were  substituted  in  committee”? — 
Yes. 

13112.  Was  a copy  of  the  names  substituted  furnished  to  any  Government 
officers  ? — I believe  not  to  the  superior  officers ; but  it  always  was  to  the  stewards. 

13113.  How  could  any  persons  know  who  were  substituted  for"  the  former 
names  ? — The  committee  got  permission  from  the  engineer  to  make  substitutes. 

13114.  Was  a copy  of  it  furnished  to  the  engineer  ? — A ticket  was  sent  to  the 
stewards. 

13115.  In  the  lists  of  persons  substituted  I observe  some  names  again  through 
which  a pen  is  drawn,  in  the  same  way  as  those  on  the  original  list ; what  does 
that  mean  ? — Those  persons  were  put  out  to  remove  them  to  a work  more  con- 
venient to  their  homes,  and  which  had  not  been  opened  at  the  time  they  were  put 
upon  the  work  list  now  before  the  committee. 

13116.  Was  anybody  to  be  substituted  in  lieu  of  them? — Yes,  I believe  there  was. 

13117.  Do  you  find  in  the  column  under  observation  a note  made  of  the  name 
of  the  party  substituted  for  that  one  ? — I do. 

13118.  For  Thomas  Quin? — Yes. 

13119.  When  the  names  of  the  persons  were  thus  substituted  for  others  who 
have  been  struck  out,  did  you  not  communicate  the  names  so  substituted  to  the 
engineer? — I believe  not;  always  to  the  stewards  or  check  clerks. 

13120.  You  did  to  the  stewards  or  check  clerks? — Always. 

13121.  Did  you  furnish  them  with  a list  of  several  names? — If  there  were  two 
or  three,  or  more,  we  sent  a list  of  all  together  ; but  if  only  one,  we  sent  a ticket 
of  the  one. 

13122.  In  number  4 of  the  Shore  list  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  Darby 
Sheehan  has  been  struck  out  ? — Yes. 

13123.  And  the  name  of  John  M'Donough  (red)  is  put  in  his  stead? — Yes. 

13124.  And  opposite  to  the  name,  three  acres  of  land  ? — Yes. 

13125.  Had  both  of  them  three  acres  of  land  ? — About  that  quantity. 

13126.  In  another  list  sent  in  to  the  Government  officer  for  the  Sea-wall  work, 

I observe  a person  of  the  name  of  Darby  Sheehan,  who  is  supposed  to  be  the 
same  person,  with  three  acres  of  land  and  five  in  family ; in  the  list  of  the  Shore 
road  we  are  now  upon,  the  number  nine  I observe  for  the  family.  How  do  you 
explain  that? — While  Darby  Sheehan  remained  on  the  list,  it  was  five;  when 
John  M'Donough  (red)  was  put  on  I substituted  the  number  nine. 

13127.  I observe  figure  9 appears  to  have  been  written  upon  an  erasure  made 
with  a knife  ? — It  was. 

13128.  Was  that  made  by  yourself? — It  was. 

13129.  In  the  list  for  the  Sea-wall,  Darby  Sheehan’s  name  appears?— It  does. 

13130.  Have  you  the  list  of  men  at  the  Sea-wall  on  your  registry? — Yes,  I have. 

13131-  Does  the  name  of  Darby  Sheehan  appear  there?— Yes. 

13132.  With  three  acres,  and  five  in  family  ? — Yes. 

13133*  Does  he  appear  in  that  list  of  the  Sea-wall,  to  be  substituted  for  John 
M'Donough  (red)  ? — Yes. 

13134.  John  M‘Donough  (red)  appears  in  the  registry  of  the  Shore  road  to  be 
substituted  for  Darby  Sheehan  ? — Yes. 

1 3 1 35-  Was  it  a mere  transposition? — A mere  exchange. 

13136.' Does  it  necessarily  follow  that  when  the  pen  is  struck  through  a name 
on  the  registry  he  is  struck  off  because  he  is  in  comfortable  circumstances,  or 
does  it  sometimes  happen  that  he  is  merely  transposed  with  another  person  to 
another  work,  for  convenience  ? — Transposed  for  the  convenience  of  both  parties 
to  other  works. 

1 3 137-  What  was  the  case  with  Darby  Sheehan  and  M'Donough? — They  ex- 
changed from  one  work  to  another  to  convenience  themselves. 

13138.  Lord  J.  Manners. ] You  do  not  instance  Darby  Sheehan  as  the  case 
0.105.  4Q2 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins,  of  a man  who  was  struck  off  because  he  was  in  comfortable  circumstances?— 
Certainly  not ; because  I knew  him  to  be  otherwise. 

21  June  1847.  13139.  Chairman.']  Did  you  answer  me  before  that  where  the  name  was 

scratched  through,  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  substituting  a person  in  more 
destitute  circumstances  ? — I thought  that  you  referred  to  a particular  case  when  I 
gave  you  that  answer ; but  in  general  it  was  not  so. 

13140.  Was  it  frequently  a mere  transposition  of  persons  from  one  work  to 
another,  the  party  not  being  struck  off,  but  being  changed  to  another  work  and 
another  registry  ? — Just  so. 

13141.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  were  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  be  aware  of  that? 
. — Mr.  Galway  gave  permission  to  do  it,  and  I always  understood  that  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  had  no  objection  to  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  that  they  were 
anxious  that  the  parties  should  be  put  on  works  convenient  to  them. 

13142.  Chairman.']  Did  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  give  you  every 
assistance  in  their  power,  and  show  great  anxiety  to  contribute  as  much  as  possible 
to  the  relief  of  the  destitute  ?— I am  sure  their  object  was  to  relieve  the  destitute, 

13143.  Did  they  give  you  assistance  by  enabling  you  either  to  transpose  the 
names,  as  you  mentioned,  or  in  any  other  way  to  facilitate  that? — They  certainly 
gave  permission  to  transpose  the  names. 

13144.  Assistance,  I mean? — Yes,  assistance. 

13145.  Have  you  any  permission  in  writing  from  any  officer  to  act  in  the  way 
you  mentioned  ? — No,  1 am  not  aware  that  there  is. 

13146.  Had  you  it  verbally  ? — We  had  it  verbally  in  committee  from  Mr. 
Galway. 

13147.  Did  you  act  upon  it? — We  did. 

13148.  Did  you  find  any  complaint  from  them  to  your  so  acting  ?— Not  the 
slightest. 

13149.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  enter  any  minute  to  that  effect  in  your 
journals  ? — I am  not  aware ; I believe,  after  the  selection  made  by  Captain 
Wynne  on  the.  10th  January,  there  was  a complaint  of  the  parties  selected. 

13150.  Did  you  take  any  note  of  Mr.  Galway’s  permission  to  do  so? — No,  I 
do  not  think  we  did  ; we  did  not  consider  it  necessary. 

1 31 51  * You  have  said  that  Mr.  O'Brien  succeeded  in  striking  off  a certain 
number  of  people  who  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  in  destitute  cir- 
cumstances ? — Yes. 

13152.  Do  you  know  how  they  subsequently  procured  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence ? — They  were  put  on  again  according  as  the  numbers  on  the  works  were 
increased. 

13153-  After  they  were  put  on,  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  appeared  upon  the 
relief  works  in  as  great  a number  as  at  first?-- They  did. 

13154.  For  how  long  were  they  excluded? — The  time  varied;  we  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  increased  works. 

13155-  Mr.  O’Brien  yielded  to  the  request  of  the  committee,  and  consented 
that  the  tenants  should  be  put  upon  the  works  r — It  was  more  his  own  wish  than 
that  of  the  committee. 

13156.  In  the  first  instance  it  was  his  wish  that  they  should  be  struck  off, 
and  in  the  second  it  was  his  wish  that  they  should  be  put  on? — Yes,  and  the 
wish  of  the  committee  too. 

,3157-  Chairman.]  Why  did  you  not  apply  for  permission  respecting  the 
alteration  of  the  persons  on  the  different  works  to  the  superior  officer  instead  of 
an  iuferior  one,  in  the  permission  of  Mr.  Galway  ? — We  considered  Mr.  Galways 
permission  quite  sufficient. 

13158.  Was  he  more  accessible  than  the  inspecting  officer  ? — He  was. 

13159-  Had  he  more  immediate  duties  in  the  locality  than  the  inspecting 
officer  r — He  was  there  two  or  three  times  a week. 

13160.  Was  it  therefore  more  convenient  than  to  apply  to  the  inspecting 
officer? — Much  more.  I am  not  aware  that  the  committee  knew  it  was  their 
duty  to  apply  to  the  inspecting  officer. 

13161.  Had  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Galway  was  acting  contrary 
to  any  orders  he  had  received  ? — Not  the  least. 

13162.  You  acted  as  if  he  were  judging  rioht? — Y’es;  and  the  people  were 
paid  without  any  objection  being  made  to  their  removal. 

13163.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Mr.  Galway  did  not  give  you  any  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  he  was, acting  extra  his  powers  ? — No,  he  did  not.  f 

13164.  Chairman.]  Would  not  those  repeated  changes  make  the  execution 0^ 
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the  duties  on  the  part  of  the  inspecting  officer  still  more  difficult’ — I am  not  Mr.  J.  Higgim. 

aware;  they  might,  but  I do  not  know  what  the  duties  of  the  inspecting  officer  — 

were.  21  June  1847. 

13165.  Was  the  practice  you  have  mentioned  as  to  the  Shore-road  pursued  in 
the  other  works  which  appear  in  the  same  registry,  for  instance,  the  Sea-wall,  the 
Lislorken  Hills,  and  others,  in  all  of  which  I observed  there  follows  after  the  first 
list  a number  of  persons  under  this  heading  : “ The  following  persons  were  sub- 
stituted by  the  committee”? — That  was  the  invariable  practice. 

13166.  Did  Captain  Wynne  attend  your  committee  to  give  you  any  directions 
or  instructions  regarding  the  mode  of  proceeding? — He  did  not. 

13167.  Did  he  attend  on  the  17th  of  December? — Fie  did,  to  investigate  the 
charges  contained  in  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters. 

13168.  Did  he  go  through  the  lists? — Certainly  not. 

13169.  Was  it  a regular  meeting  of  the  relief  committee,  or  a special  meeting 
for  a special  purpose  ? — A special  meeting  for  a special  purpose. 

13170.  Were  the  lists  there  ? — They  were. 

13171.  Were  they  produced  ? — They  were. 

13172.  Were  they  examined  at  all? — No. 

13173.  Was  the  registry  examined  at  all? — No. 

13174.  Was  it  asked  for? — I believe  Captain  Wynne,  on  proceeding  to  inves- 
tigate the  charges  contained  in  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters,  said  he  thought” the  better 
way  would  be  to  examine  the  registry,  or  if  there  were  any  of  Dean  Stack  poole’s 
tenants  present,  he  would  examine  them.  I said  the  registry  was  there,  and  the 
committee  would  give  him  all  the  information  they  could ; he  did  not  inspect  the 
register  book  ; the  Stackpoole  tenantry  presented  themselves,  and  lie  proceeded 
to  examine  them. 

1 3 1 75*  Did  he  ask  for  the  registry  book  with  reference  to  any  of  the  lists, 
except  with  regard  to  the  inquiry  upon  which  he  had  summoned  the  meeting  ? — 

Certainly  not. 

13176.  Was  there  any  expectation  of  going  through  the  lists,  with  a view  to 
revision,  or  explanation,  or  instructions? — I do  not  think  there  was;  we  certainly 
received  no  instructions. 

13177.  Were  you  present  at  that  meeting  ? — I was. 

13178.  Was  it  not  called  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee? — It 
was  a meeting  of  the  committee. 

13 1 79.  Was  it  called  a meeting  “for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  truth 
of  certain  charges  preferred  by  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole  against  Mr. 

O’Brien  ” ? — I know  that  day  was  fixed  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  those 
charges. 

13180.  Have  you  any  minute  of  it? — It  is  in  the  minute-book. 

13181.  How  was  it  headed  ? — “The  committee  met  this  day,  pursuant  to  the 
adjournment  of  yesterday.”  I should  say  it  was  not  the  regular  day  of  committee 
meeting. 

13182.  It  appears  to  have  been  an  adjournment;  will  you  refer  to  the  minute 
of  the  former  meeting? — “At  a meeting  of  the  committee  held  this  day,  Mr. 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  in  the  chair.” 

13183.  Does  it  appear  in  that  minute  for  what  purpose  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  ? — It  does. 

13184.  Read  that? — “Resolved,  that  inasmuch  as  the  conduct  of  this  com- 
mittee has  been  impugned  for  gross  partiality  and  mismanagement  in  the  selection 
of  objects  for  relief,  a sub-committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  the 
Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  R.  C.  C.,  be  appointed 
to  draw  up  a report  of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  from  the  commencement, 
until  the  present  day,  and  that  the  committee  be  adjourned  till  10  o’clock 
to-morrow  to  receive  the  same.” 

*3*85.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  Was  it  drawn  up  and  submitted  the  next  day? — 

There  was  a report  drawn  up,  and  Mr.  John  Macnamara  was  about  to  submit  it  to 
the  committee,  when  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  arrived,  and  the  matter 
was  then  dropped. 

13 1 S6.  Has  any  report  been  drawn  up  since? — No. 

l3J&7*  Have  you  seen  a report  in  the  Clare  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  17th  ? — I have  read  it. 

13*88.  At  nearly  the  end  of  that  report,  in  page  66  of  the  statement,  I observe 
this  appears,  “ The  chairman  then  declared  that  the  inquiry  had  terminated  to 
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the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  and  Mr.  O’Brien  received  the  congratulations  of 
his  friends  on  the  result.  The  meeting  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  relief 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  in  the  chair.” 

13188.  Did  it  resolve  itself  into  a relief  committee  after  the  inquiry  was  ter* 
minated  ? — Yes. 

13189.  Was  Captain  Wynne  there?— He  was;  the  committee  availed  itself  of 
the  opportunity  of  Captain  Wynne’s  presence  to  form  a committee,  to  discuss 
some  relief  matters  with  him. 

13190.  What  matter  was  discussed  after  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  took  the  chair 
and  Captain  Wynne  remained  in  attendance? — The  necessity  of  increasing  the 
number  of  labourers  employed. 

13191.  Was  there  some  dispute  between  Mr.  Gamble  and  Mr.  John  Macna- 
mara? — Mr.  John  Macnamara  urged  very  strongly  that  a considerable  number 
should  be  set  to  work. 

13192.  Did  he  say  that  if  they  were  not,  he  would  resign? — I believe  he  did. 

13193.  Did  you  remain  long  in  discussion  in  the  relief  committee? — I should 
say  half  an  hour. 

13194.  Were  the  lists  at  all  examined  ? — No. 

1 3 1 95*  Was  any  question  made  by  Captain  Wynne  regarding  the  revision  of 
the  lists,  or  your  not  sending  them  in? — He  suggested  to  the  committee  the  pru- 
dence of  revising  the  lists  and  sending  them  in  to  him ; and  Mr.  Gamble  said  he 
would  try  and  put  on  a hundred  additional  labourers  to  work. 

13196.  Was  anything  stated  by  Captain  Wynne,  or  Mr.  Gamble  in  the  shape 
of  complaint  against  the  form  of  the  lists  that  you  kept? — No  there  was  not. 

13197.  Did  he  examine  the  registry? — He  did  not  open  it. 

13198.  Did  he  ask  for  it? — He  did  not,  except  as  I before  stated. 

13199.  He  knew  it  was  there? — He  did;  I should  say  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Shannon  was  not  in  the  chair  during  the  sitting  of  the  committee. 

13200.  Who  was  ? — Mr.  O’Brien.  Mr.  Shannon  was  moved  to  the  chair,  whilst 
a vote  of  thanks  was  being  passed  to  Major  Macnamara. 

13201.  How  long  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  in  the  chair? — About  three 
minutes. 

13202.  Did  he  leave  the  chair? — He  left  the  chair. 

33203.  Mr.  O’Brien  took  it? — Yes. 

13204.  By  virtue  of  his  being  the  general  chairman,  or  by  motion  ? — By  virtue 
of  his  being  the  general  chairman. 

13205,  Will  you  look  at  the  list  of  the  Shore  road,  put  in  in  answer  to  Question 
12143;  do  you  find  any  name  there  of  a person  who  was  struck  out,  and  not 
returned  in  some  way,  or  on  some  works,  subsequently  ? — I am  not  prepared  to 
answer  that. 

13206.  In  the  list  of  the  Shore  road  can  you  point  out  any  names  who  were 
entirely  struck  off,  and  not  merely  transposed  to  another  work  ? — I can  point  out 
the  names  of  persons  who  were  transposed  to  another  work,  and  of  persons  who 
were  struck  out  altogether. 

13207.  Will  you  mention  any  names  of  those  struck  off  altogether? — I 
take  the  name  of  James  McDonough ; but  I observe  this  list  is  not  correctly 
copied. 

13208.  What  is  the  number? — Number  1 in  the  list. 

13209.  How  does  that  appear  in  the  list  printed  in  evidence  ? — It  appears  as 
if  he  had  been  actually  on  the  works. 

13210.  That  is  an  error  in  the  copying,  or  the  printing  of  the  entry  in  evi- 
dence ? — It  is. 

13211.  Will  you  point  out  any  other  name? — I can. 

13212.  Give  the  names  ? — Numbers  20  and  21,  James  O’Connor  and  Michael 
O'Connor,  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  were  put  off  the  works. 

13213.  Were  they  put  off  at  his  desire  ? — They  were. 

13214.  Were  they  all  reinstated? — They  were.  . , 

13215.  How  long  after  ? — I cannot  well  say  ; I know  that  they  were  reinstated 
at  the  time  the  list  was  sent  to  Captain  Wynne. 

13216.  About  how  long  after  ? — I have  no  document  to  show  me  the  time  they 
were  put  off,  and  cannot  therefore  say  how  long  it  was  until  they  were  reinstate  . 

13217.  Was  it  a week,  or  two  weeks?— More  than  a month  ; they  were  rein- 
stated when  Captain  Wynne  increased  the  numbers.  „ ... 

13218.  '>'ere 
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13218.  Were  they  on  the  original  list  sent  to  Captain  Wynne? — I find  they 
are  not  on  the  list  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne ; but  the  names  of  the  parties 
who  were  substituted  for  them  are  in  it. 

13219.  Now  will  you  look  to  the  list  in  which  that  name  does  appear? — 
That  is  the  supplementary  list. 

13220.  Who  put  that  name  on  the  supplementary  list? — They  were  put  on 
in  committee  ; this  was  a list  of  further  applicants. 

13221.  Being  a list  of  further  applicants,  were  the  names  of  those  two  per- 
sons who  had  been  previously  left  out  and  not  returned  to  him  put  in? — Yes. 

13222.  In  the  list  you  held  in  your  hand,  in  which  their  names  appear,  made 
by  the  committee ; was  that  a mere  recommendation  to  Captain  Wynne  ? — 
That  was  all. 

13223.  Was  it  in  his  discretion  to  put  them  on  the  works  or  not,  as  he 
pleased  ? — Quite  so. 

13224.  Must  he  have  known  at  the  time  that  list  was  given,  that  they  had  pre- 
viously been  omitted  in  a list  that  was  sent  to  him  ? — I am  not  sure  about  that ; 
but  in  the  observation  it  was  stated  that  they  had  each  one  at  work ; they  had 
two  each  at  work  at  the  time  that  one  from  each  was  struck  off ; they  have  each 
13  in  family,  and  the  committee  considers  that  two  was  little  enough  for  the  sup- 
port of  each  family. 

13225.  Who  put  them  on  the  works  after  that  list  was  sent  in? — They  were 
selected  for  work  by  Captain  Wynne. 

13226.  Did  the  list  which  you  hold  in  your  hand,  and  which  we  will  call  the 
second  list  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  contain  a great  number  more  names  than 
could  be  put  on  the  works,  according  to  the  directions  ? — I cannot  say  it  con- 
tained more  than  could  be  put  on  the  works. 

13227.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Were  all  the  names  in  that  list  put  upon  the  works? 
— No. 

13228.  There  was  a selection  made  by  Captain  Wynne  of  a certain  portion? 
—Yes. 

13229.  Chairman .]  Captain  Wynne,  in  making  that  selection,  did  not  at  all 
consult  the  committee,  or  make  inquiry  of  them? — He  did  not. 

13230.  Was  he  in  communication  with  the  committee  at  that  time? — Not 
with  reference  to  the  lists. 

13231.  In  the  selection  which  he  made,  did  he  select  those  who  were  more 
destitute,  or  were  some  of  the  most  destitute  kept  off  and  the  most  comfortable 
put  on  ? — The  more  destitute  were  left  off. 

13232.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  And  the  more  comfortable  put  on  ? — Yes. 

13233.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  At  whose  instance  were  the  numbers  struck  off 
originally? — At  the  instance  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  committee. 

13234.  He  recommended  them,  being  his  own  tenants,  in  committee,  to  be 
struck  off?— Yes. 

13235.  In  order  to  make  room  for  men  whom  he  thought  more  destitute? — 
Yes,  the  tenants  of  other  landlords. 

13236.  Chairman.]  When  you  sent  that  list  to  Captain  Wynne,  did  you 
accompany  it  with  a letter  that  the  whole  number  should  be  put  on  r — I believe 
so;  the  committee  were  anxious  to  get  as  much  employment  as  they  could,  for 
the  destitution  was  very  great. 

13237.  Did  you  send  the  letter  ? — I did. 

13238.  Was  the  list  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  for  the  purpose  of  his  making 
a selection  with  a view  of  getting  them  all  employed,  if  you  could? — Just  as 
he  liked ; if  he  employed  the  whole,  the  committee  would  be  the  more  pleased. 

13239.  You  wished  them  to  be  employed,  but  knew  it  was  subject  to  be 
altered  at  his  discretion  ? — Yes. 

13240.  In  the  alteration  which  he  made,  how  many  destitute  persons  were 
left  out  more  destitute  than  those  who  were  put  on  ? — There  were  83  destitute 
persons  left  off. 

13241.  Do  you  mean  more  destitute  than  those  put  on  ? — Yes,  more  destitute. 

13242.  Were  not  those  who  were  sent  in  by  you  many  of  them  in  comfort- 
able circumstances  ? — 1 do  not  conceive  they  were  ; there  might  have  been  one 
or  two  cases  that  were  not  entitled  to  relief. 

13243.  Mr.  Solicitor -General.]  Why  did  not  the  committee  themselves  select 
the  proper  objects  r — They  had  not  the  power  of  doing  so,  and  they  complained 
to  Captain  Wynne  that  he  did  not  leave  the  selection  to  them. 
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13244.  Did  the  committee  put  persons  on  the  lists  who  were  not  in  destitute 
circumstances,  and  leave  him  to  strike  them  oft  ? — At  first  they  did  not. 

13245.  Afterwards  did  they  ? — They  remonstrated  with  Captain  Wynne,  and 
told  him,  as  he  did  not  choose  to  employ  the  whole  number,  he  should  leave 
the  selection  of  the  fittest  objects  to  them. 

13246.  Did  the  committee  put  any  persons  on  the  lists  who  were  not  at  the 
time  in  destitute  circumstances  r — Every  person  who  was  put  upon  the  lists  was 
represented  by  the  person  recommending  him  to  be  in  a state  requiring  relief. 

13247.  Did  the  committee,  when  persons  were  represented  by  the  person  re- 
commending, send  to  Captain  Wynne  any  persons’  names  who  were  at  the  time 
in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — I cannot  state  that. 

13248.  Can  you  not  state  the  other  way,  that  they  did  not? — I think  I should 
contradict  myself  if  I were  to  say  so. 

13249.  I want  to  know  the  extent  of  your  knowledge? — There  may  be  one  or 
two  cases  who  were  not  fit  objects  to  be  put  upon  the  works ; and  I know  there 
were  one  or  two  of  those  selected,  whom  the  committee  objected  to  ailow  to  be 
placed  upon  the  works,  when  they  found  out  that  was  the  case. 

13250.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  clear  the  lists  ? — If  a person 
were  anxious  to  put  another  on  the  works,  he  might  be  put  upon  the  list. 

13251.  Are  we  to  understand  that  persons  put  upon  the  lists  by  indepen- 
dent members  of  the  committee,  might  be  for  anything  the  committee  knew, 
persons  not  fit  to  be  there? — The  committee,  as  a committee,  conceived  that 
every  one  on  the  list  was  in  a state  of  destitution. 

13252.  To  what  did  the  chairman  sign  his  name? — To  that  list. 

13253.  Of  what? — It  was  necessary  that  he  should  sign  it. 

13254.  Was  it  to  certify  the  truth  of  it? — It  was,  but  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  be  accountable  for  every  person  returned  on  it. 

13255.  Was  Daniel  Neylan  a person  in  destitute  circumstances? — Ido  not 
think  he  was  destitute  ; but  he  was  represented  as  being  destitute  at  the  time  he 
was  put  on  the  list. 

13256.  Did  any  members  of  the  committee  know  him  at  the  time  not  to  be 
destitute,  and  still  leave  his  name  on  the  list? — He  was  recommended  by  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

13257.  Am  I to  understand  that  a person  recommended  by  a member  of  the 
committee  to  be  put  on  the  list,  might  be  left  there,  although  the  rest  knew  he 
was  notin  destitute  circumstances  ? — The  rest  might  not  know  he  was  on  the 
list ; the  list  was  handed  to  me. 

13258.  Did  you  read  out  the  names  in  committee? — I might  have  done  so 
in  some  cases. 

13259.  If  a member  came  and  gave  you  a name,  you  put  it  down  without 
asking  any  more  questions  ? — Sometimes  I did  ; 1 did  not  consider  it  my  duty  to 
question  the  acts  of  the  committee. 

13260.  Did  the  chairman  not  question  the  acts  of  the  committee? — He 
invariably  impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  returning  only  the  destitute,  but 
he  had  no  means  of  knowing  whether  they  were  destitute  or  not. 

13261.  Mr.  Stafford  0'Brien.~\  Did  you  not  consider  the  names  of  the  appli- 
cants in  committee;  was  not  the  name  of  each  applicant  and  his  circumstances 
submitted  to  the  committee? — The  name  of  every  applicant  was  submitted. 

13262.  Were  his  claims  for  relief  discussed? — Not  every  applicant ; it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  do  so ; it  would  have  been  a w'ork  of  much  labour,  it 
might  have  taken  up  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  if  each  case  were  to  be  discussed, 
and  they  frequently  led  to  very  angry  discussions,  some  member  saying  a man  was 
destitute,  and  another  saying  he  was  not. 

13263.  Mr.  Rcpton.']  Did  you  put  them  on  without  considering  whether  they 
were  in  destitute  circumstances  ? — No. 

13264.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  As  soon  as  a person  was  discovered  to  be  in  circum- 
stances not  fairly  to  come  under  the  denomination  of  destitute,  the  committee 
struck  them  off? — They  did. 

13265.  Mr.  Repton .]  How  did  they  make  the  discovery? — Very  often  from 
the  complaints  of  other  parties. 

13266.  If  there  was  no  complaint  made  did  you  not  enter  into  any  investiga- 
tion?— No ; the  list  was  made  out  from  names  furnished  by  the  committee. 

13267.  When  the  name  was  given  in  ? — When  this  list  was  made  out;  it  vvas 
impossible  to  investigate 'every  case.  . 

13268.  Am 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  673 


1326S.  Am  I to  understand  that  no  investigation  took  place  whatever? — Mr.  J.  H 

Certainly  not ; there  was  an  investigation,  but  not  into  every  case ; there  were  about  

400  or  500  names  upon  the  list,  the  people  were  very  pressing  for  employment,  21  June 
and  the  committee  thought  a moment  was  too  long  without  sending  in  the  list  to 
Captain  W ynne. 

13269.  Lord  J.  Manners.']  If  the  gentleman  in  whose  judgment  the  committee 
confided  recommended  a person  for  work,  that  person  was  placed  upon  the  list 
without  any  further  investigation? — Sometimes  there  was  further  investigation, 
sometimes  there  was  not. 

13270.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Out  of  the  number  of  400  or  500  upon  the  list,  how 
many  were  struck  off  at  the  instance  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and 
the  committee,  on  discovering  they  were  persons  in  circumstances  who  did  not 
require  relief? — There  never  was  a man  struck  off  at  the  instance  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  that  I am  aware  of. 

13271.  Off  the  list? — Off  the  list. 

13272.  Was  any  individual  on  the  supplementary  list  struck  off: — The  persons 
on  the  supplementary  list  were  not  at  work,  and  so  they  could  not  have  been 
struck  off. 

13273.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  not  say  that  the  officers  did  strike  some 
persons  off  the  list? — I am  not  aware  that  1 did. 

13274.  Did  you  not  say  Captain  Wynne  did? — I am  not  aware  that  I did. 

13275.  Mr.  I Belleto.]  Was  not  Neylan  struck  off  the  list  by  Captain  Gordon? 

— I am  not  aware  he  was  at  work  at  all. 

13276.  Mr.  Borthwick.]  There  were  485  names  on  the  list  sent  in  to  the 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Works;  then  how  many  did  he  employ?- — Two  hundred 
and  twenty-four. 

13277.  There  remained  261  who  had  been  recommended  and  were  not  em- 
ployed?— Who  were  not  employed. 

13278.  Did  Captain  Wynne  make  any  selection  of  names  in  striking  off  those 
261,  or  did  he  simply  say,  of  the  485  you  have  sent  I can  employ  only  224? — He 
sent  the  committee  a list  of  224  names  that  could  be  employed. 

1 3279-  Would  you  not  say  lie  had  struck  off  the  list  the  names  of  those  261 
who  were  not  employed  ? — I could  not  call  it  striking  them  off. 

13280.  He  did  not  employ  261  of  the  4S5  who  had  been  sent  in? — Just  so. 

13281.  And  more  than  that,  he  supplied  the  names  of  the  224  whom  he  did 
employ? — Yes. 

13282.  Would  you  not  say  that  was  striking  off  261  names  specifically  from 
the  list,  seeing  that  he  selected  the  others  ? — I really  do  not  see  how  I could  call 
it  striking  them  off. 

13283.  In  point  of  fact  they  were  not  employed — They  were  not. 

13284.  The  list  was  sent  back  thus  corrected? — It  was  not,  it  was  retained  by 
Captain  Wynne. 

132S5.  Had  the  names  of  those  persons  that  were  employed  been  on  the  works 
before? — They  had  been  on- the  works,  at  least  some  of  them  had.  Most  of 
them  were  applications  for  a second  person. 

15286.  Were  the  second  persons  ever  on  the  list? — They  were  not  selected  by 
Captain  Wynne  at  that  time. 

13287.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  those  224  employed  by  Cap- 
tain Wynne  were  not  the  best  selection  that  could  have  been  made  out  of  the  list 
of  485  ? — It  was  the  very  worst  selection. 

13288.  In  your  opinion? — The  very  worst  selection. 

13289.  And  is  that  the  complaint  of  the  committee,  that.  Captain  Wynne  did 
not  offer  the  committee  an  opportunity  of  investigation  r — It  is,  and  they  sent  him 
a resolution,  and  refused  to  employ  the  people  selected  until  they  heard  from  him. 

1 3290.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  How  was  Captain  Wynne  to  know,  from  the  list 
sent  to  him,  who  was  in  more  necessitous  circumstances  than  another  r I think 
the  lists  themselves  furnished  him  with,  sufficient  information  to  form  that 
opinion. 

13291.  What  information  would  the  lists  give  him,  of  the  number  of  acres,  and 
the  number  in  family  ? — I find,  on  looking  over  the  lists,  those  persons  who  were 
Dot  selected  were  persons  who  had  no  land  at  all,  a great  majority  of  them  ; and 
in  the  census  taken  by  the  committee  I find  every  one  of  them  in  the  first  class 
of  destitution,  and  those  who  were  selected,  I find  in  the  second  and  third  class 
of  destitution. 
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13292.  Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  those  persons  who  you  say  were  taken 
by  Captain  Wynne  from  the  list,  who  ought  to  have  been  employed  ?— I can. 

13293.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  I understand  you  to  state  that  the  committee  sent  in 
a list  of  485  persons,  out  of  which  Captain  Wynne  chose  224  to  be  employed? 
—Yes.  „ ml 

13294.  The  others  were  not  at  all  employed  ?— They  were  not. 

13295*  And  tJie  committee  complained  that  the  number  of  224  out  0(485 
were  not  persons  the  most  destitute  on  that  list  ? — That  was  their  complaint. 

13296.  Chairman .]  In  the  statement  you  have  made  regarding  the  selection 
of  these  persons  not  being  judicious  or  proper,  do  you  express  the  feeling  of  the 
committee,  or  any  opinion  of  your  own,  from  any  knowledge  you  have  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  parties? — The  feeling  of  the  committee,  and  I know  many  of 
the  parties  myself. 

13297.  Have  you  any  particular  knowledge;  do  you  know’  any  particular 
names  which  were  improperly  selected  for  employment,  to  the  exclusion  of  others? 
— I do ; I hand  in  a list  of  the  persons  so  selected. 

13298.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  there  a resolution  of  the  committee  to 
that  effect  ? — There  was. 

13299-  Chairman.]  What  is  the  date  of  the  resolution  to  which  you  refer?— 
The  10th  January  ; the  very  day  the  committee  were  furnished  with  the  lists. 

13300.  That  will  appear  in  the  minute  book,  if  received  in  evidence?— It 
will. 

13301.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Was  that  resolution  communicated  to  Captain 
Wynne  ? — It  was. 

13302.  At  that  time? — At  that  time. 

13303.  Did  he  make  any  explanation? — Not  that  I am  aware  of. 

13304.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Had  those  whose  claims  were  rejected  by  Captain 
Wynne  most  of  them  one  of  their  family  at  work  already  ? — Most  of  them  had  ; 
almost  all  the  persons  returned  upon  that  list  had  one  at  work. 

13305.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Wynne  not  say,  in  answer  to  the  remon- 
strances you  made,  that  he  had  selected  those  that  had  the  least  land  and  the 
largest  number  of  family  ? — I never  heard  him  say  anything  at  all  about  it ; he 
never  came  to  the  committee. 

13306.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Nor  wrote? — Nor  wrote. 

13307.  Chairman .]  Did  you  hear  Captain  Wynne  state  to  that  effect  to  Mr. 
O’Brien,  at  the  presentment  sessions  on  the  i ith  January  ? — I did  not ; but  I 
heard  Mr.  John  Macnamara  complain  at  that  sessions,  of  Captain  Wynne’s  selec- 
tion ; Captain  Wynne,  1 believe,  was  about  to  state  that  he  had  made  the  best 
selection,  and  I think  both  gentlemen  were  called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  the 
matter  not  being  pertinent  to  the  meeting. 

13308.  I observe  in  a letter  already  in  evidence,  in  answer  to  Question  7453, 
there  is  this  expression  : “ I now  send  the  supplementary  lists  required  by  Mr. 
Gamble’s  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  the  chairman  ; and  I have  to  add, 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  unless  the  additional  men  required 
are  forthwith  employed,  starvation  will  be  the  immediate  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence.” Is  that  statement  borne  out  by  the  facts,  according  to  your  recollec- 
tion ? — It  is ; that  list  contains  the  name  of  one  individual  who  was  not  selected, 
and  who  I know  died  of  starvation,  and  was  buried  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  expense. 

13309.  Do  you  think  that  this  expression  was  at  all  justified  by  the  state  of  the 
people,  and  in  putting  additional  names  upon  that  list? — I think  it  was. 

13310.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Was  there  a coroner’s  inquest  held  on  that 
person  who  died  ? — Not  that  I am  aware  of;  there  was  no  coroner’s  inquest. 

13311.  Chairman .]  Have  you  any  coroner? — I do  not  think  there  is  one  nearer 
than  Ennis. 

13312.  Do  you  recollect  any  coroner’s  inquests  being  held? — I do  not. 

13313.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Does  not  the  coroner  come  20  miles  to  ho 

an  inquest? — Yes,  I think  so. 

13314.  Chawman.]  Was  there  an  inquest  upon  a woman  who  put  an  end  to 
herself  two  months  ago  ? — I am  not  aware  ; there  might  have  been. 

13315.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Whitstone  is  the  coroner? — Yes. 

13316.  For  what  district  ? — Ennis  or  Clondegad.  

13317.  Was  there  ever  any  inquest  in  your  district,  as  far  as  you  know  t 

13318.  Is  Clondegad  30  miles  from  Liscannor? — It  is  a great  distance. 

13319*  Mr,  W* 
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13319.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  Is  there  not  antipathy  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  holding  a coroner’s  inquest  ? — I think  so. 

13320'.  Their  relations  would  rather  avoid  it? — I know  it  to  be  the  case. 

13321.  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  more  than  the  one  you  have 
mentioned,  who  died  of  starvation  ? — There  is  a man  of  the  name  of  James 
O’Brien,  he  was  selected  by  Captain  Wynne,  and  was  thrown  out  of  work  by 
Captain  Gordon  ; I understood  some  of  his  children  died  of  starvation. 

13322.  Was  there  an  inquest  upon  it? — No. 

^ 33—3*  ^r*  Stafford  O’Brien.']  How  do  you  know  the  man  died  of  starvation? 
— I am  quite  sure  of  it. 

13324.  How  ? — I have  no  doubt  of  it. 

13325.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  you  know  the  man  personally  ? — I did. 

13326.  Mr.  Repion.]  Did  you  see  him  before  his  death  r — I did. 

13327.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  How  long  did  you  see  him  before  his  death  ? 
—I  saw  him  a month  before  on  the  works,  and  his  wife  told  me  his  death  arose 
from  starvation. 

13328.  Mr.  TT.  Williams.]  Was  it  generally  believed  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — 
There  was  not  a doubt  of  it. 

13329.  Mr.  BorthwicL]  Was  he  on  the  works? — He  was. 

13330.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  He  himself  was  on  the  works  at  the  time  he  died  ? 
— I believe  he  was  shortly  before  he  died. 

13331.  Mr.  Bortkwiclc.]  What  was  his  name? — Peter  Reynalds. 

13332.  In  what  townland  ? — Bally vrislane. 

13333.  When  you  saw  him  last  before  he  died,  did  he  appear  in  a starving 
condition  r — In  an  emaciated  state,  and  his  wife  after  his  death  appeared  more 
like  a spectre  than  a human  being. 

13334.  Were  you  in  his  house? — No,  I was  not. 

13335.  Do  you  know  who  buried  him  ? — I know  he  was  buried  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s 
expense. 

1 333^.  In  the  supplementary  list,  of  which  you  have  already  spoken,  I observe 
one  or  two  names,  for  instance,  Peter  Reynalds,  struck  off,  with  five  in  family, 
no  land,  and  had  one  at  work  already  ? — Yes. 

13337.  Was  it  contrary  to  the  directions  given  to  you,  to  return  any  person 
for  two  men,  who  had  only  five  in  family  ? — I am  not  aware  ; there  were  some 
instructions  that  only  a person  with  six  in  family  could  be  employed ; but 
I understood  that  Captain  Wynne  admitted  that  according  to  the  census  of  1841, 
one  in  four  and  a half  of  the  population  could  be  employed,  and  I believe  it  was 
so  understood  in  committee. 

1 3338.  Were  not  instructions  given  you  not  to  return  a second  in  a family  of 
five  ? — 1 am  aware  there  were  instructions  to  that  effect. 

13339.  Did  you  understand,  although  in  the  first  instance  there  were  those 
instructions,  that  they  were  subsequently  modified  by  some  arrangement  of  Captain 
Wynne? — I understood  it  had  been  admitted  by  Captain  Wynne,  that  one  in  four 
and  a half  ought  to  be  employed. 

13340.  Was  it  in  reference  to  that  that  this  person  and  others  similarly  circum- 
stanced were  put  down? — I have  no  doubt  of  it,  and  because  of  their  extreme 
destitution. 

13341-  This  man  appears  to  have  had  no  land ; was  that  the  fact  *■ — It  was  the 
fact,  and  I know  the  committee  would  rather  have  employed  those  with  five  in 
family  having  no  land,  than  those  who  were  selected  by  Captain  Wynne. 

13342.  Do  you  know  upon  what  grounds  it  was  that  the  committee  believed 
that  Captain  Wynne  had  admitted  that  modification  of  the  original  instructions.' 
— Some  member  of  the  committee  stated  that  he  heard  it. 

13343-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  ever  receive  any  instructions  from  him 
to  that  effect  ? — No. 

1 3344-  Mr.  Bellezt'.]  Did  the  committee  consider  themselves  exonerated  from 
making  any  inquiry  about  a man  who  was  dying,  supposing  the  officer  bad  not 
done  what  he  should  have  done  ? — I cannot  answer  that  question. 

13345-  Chairman.]  When  Reynell  was  struck  off,  did  the  committee  take  any 
steps  or  measures  to  procure  him  sustenance  ? 

13346.  Lord  J.. Manners.]  You  have  said  you  saw  him  at  work  a month  before 
his  death,  and  vou  said  he  was  at  work  at  the  time  of  his  death  ? — This  was 
an  application  for  a second  man ; the  committee  conceived  that  the  hire  of  one 
man  was  not  sufficient  to  support  a family  of  five. 

0.105.  4 h 2 13347  .Chairman.] 
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13347.  Chairman .]  Did  the  committee  take  any  steps  or  measures  to  relieve 
him  ? — I believe  not,  further  than  to  remonstrate  with  Captain  Wynne  on  the 
sele;  tion  he  had  made. 

13348.  Mr.  Bcllew.]  Did  the  committee  conceive,  when  they  recommended  a 
number  of  persons,  whether  they  were  put  upon  the  works  or  not,  they  had 
discharged  all  the  duty  that  devolved  upon  them? — I know  that  as  regards 
putting  persons  on  the  works,  they  discharged  their  duty  to  the  best  of°their 
ability. 

13349.  You  say  this  man  died  of  starvation  ? — That  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
committee. 

13350 . Could  they  not  keep  him  alive? — That  is  a question  I cannot  answer. 

13351.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  any  medical  man  tell  you  that  he  died  of 
starvation  ? — No. 

13352.  Was  the  body  examined  by  any  medical  man? — I do  not  think 
it  was.  > 

1335 3.  Mr.  Bortliwicli .]  Had  be  been  ill  long  before  he  died? — Not  long. 

13354.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Did  any  medical  man  attend  him  previous  to  his 
death  ? — I am  sure  not. 

13355.  Chairman .]  Were  the  family  in  circumstances  to  enable  them  to 
procure  advice  ? — They  were  not. 

13356.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Is  medical  relief  afforded  in  that  part  of  Ireland 
to  people  who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it  themselves  ? — I believe  there  is  a dis- 
pensary at  Ennistmon  ; but  I am  not  sure. 

1 3357*  Are  you  not  sure  whether  there  is  a dispensary  in  your  district  or 
not  ? — I am  certain  there  is  not,  nor  a medical  man  of  any  description. 

1 3358-  Mv.Borthwick.]  How  near  is  the  next  medical  man? — About  five  miles. 

13359.  Chairman.]  I will  return  to  the  fact  that  changes  were  repeatedly 
made  in  the  lists ; and  I ask  you  whether  at  that  time  the  pressure  upon  the 
committee,  both  when  they  were  sitting  in  committee  and  upon  individuals 
out  of  committee,  had  become  almost  insupportable? — Almost  insupportable. 

13360.  From  the  number  and  urgency  with  which  they  pressed  their  claims  ? , 
— Yes. 

13361.  You  said  the  committee  sat  two  days  in  the  week;  how  many 
hours  did  they  sit? — They  generally  met  about  12,  and  if  there  was  not  much 
work  they  attended  up  to  four  o’clock  ; but  they  often  sat  till  eight  o’clock. 

13362.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  If  they  had  taken  more  evidence  about  desti- 
tute persons,  there  was  time  in  the  day  to  do  it  ? — Their  time  was  generally 
taken  up  making  inquiries  of  that  kind ; I do  not  think  that  any  committee 
could  work  better  than  they  did. 

133^3-  Chairman.']  Did  you  ever  break  up  at  four  o’clock,  excepting  when 
you  had  gone  through  the  business  before  you  on  that  particular  day?— Never. 

13364-  And  when  you  did  not  get  through,  you  sat  till  eight  o’clock  ? — Very 
often  till  six  or  eight. 

13365-  Did  you  each  day  sit  until  you  had  endeavoured  to  get  through  the 
whole  of  the  business  brought  before  you? — Yes. 

13366.  Lord  J.  Manners  '.]  How  often  do  you  suppose  you  broke  up  at  four 
o’clock,  or  thereabouts  ? — I am  sure  we  oftener  broke  up  at  four  thau  at  eight. 

1 3367-  Perhaps  the  average  of  attendance  would  be  about  five  ? — About  five 
hours ; five  or  six. 

13368.  Mr.  Belief.]  Was  any  application  made  between  October  and  April, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  public  works,  to  the  land  proprietors  of  the  district, 
for  aid  and  assistance? — There  was,  I think,  in  February  or  March. 

13369-  To  whom  ? — It  was  in  March ; I was  not  then  secretary. 

I337t>.  Do  you  know  the  fact? — I know  there  were  applications  made. 

13371-  To  the  landlords  generally? — Yes. 

13372-  And  what  was  their  replies? — One  gentleman  subscribed  10/. 

^3373-  Were  there  others? — That  was  the  only  subscription,  except  Mr. 
O’Brien’s,  2 5I. 

13374-  Were  either  of  these  expended  during  that  period  between  October 
and  April  ? — No,  I believe  not, 

!3375-  They  were  not  expended? — It  was  only  about  March  the  subscriptions 
were  received. 

13376.  Was  any  money  received  from  any  source  in  this  country?— No,  there 
was  not. 

13377.  whe“ 
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13377-  Mr.  Septm.J  When  did  jour  duties  cease?— The  latter  end  of  March 
or  beginning  of  April.  I continued  to  attend  the  committee  after  I ceased  to  act 
as  secretary. 

133/8.  In  consequence  of  the  pressure  upon  the  committee,  did  irregularities 
occur  sometimes  in  making  up  the  lists  r — I am  sure  irregularities  did  occur. 

13379.  W1)at  sorl  of  irregularities  ?— Very  frequently  a wrong  number  in 
family  was  returned. 

13380.  How  did  you  get  the  number  of  families? — Very  frequently  from  the 
parties  themselves,  and  from  members  of  the  committee  recommending  them. 

13381  • ^as  there  in  all  cases  opportunities  of  making  personal  inquiry  on  the 

spot,  at  the  house  of  each,  to  ascertain  whether  they  gave  correct  information  ? 

The  parties  generally  applied  to  the  committee  themselves. 

13382.  Had  the  members  of  the  committee  time  and  opportunity  for  inquirin'* 
at  the  house  of  each  applicant?— I do  not  think  they  were  disposed  to  devote  so 
much  of  their  time  to  those  inquiries  as  would  be  necessary;  they  had  their  own 
business  to  attend  to. 

13383-  When  the  pressure  became  so  great,  did  individual  members  of  the 
committee  put  persons  on  the  works  with  the  knowledge  of  the  stewards  and 
check  clerks  ? — They  put  them  on,  and  it  must  have  been  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  stewards  and  check  clerks. 

13384-  ’Mr.  Solicitor-General.’]  Were  the  stewards  and  check  clerks  persons  for 
the  most  part  of  the  country  ? — They  were. 

13385-  Chairman.]  Did  the  committee  sanction  that  mode  of  proceeding  ? — 
Never,  by  any  means;  there  is  a resolution  in  the  minute  book  condemning  it. 

13386.  Was  that  resolution  sent  to  any  of  the  Government  officers  ? — No,  I do 
not  think  it  was. 

13387-  What  was  done  after  the  resolution  ; did  it  prevent  the  practice  ? — I do 
not  think  it  did. 

J338S.  Did  that  increase  the  confusion  that  before  existed  ? — I think  it  did. 

13389.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Although  the  committee  condemned  that  practice, 
it  was  followed  subsequently  by  individual  members  of  the  committee? — It  was  ; 
in  fact,  parties  were  anxious  to  get  as  many  people  employed  as  they  could  ; the 
destitution  was  very  great,  and  they  were  glad  when  they  could  get  men  on  the 
works,  to  put  them  on. 

1339°-  Chairman .]  Do  you  know  of  the  stewards  putting  men  on,  and  remov- 
ing them  without  consulting  the  committee  ? — It  was  done,  and  there  were  com- 
plaints of  their  putting  them  on  other  works. 

13391.  Do  you  know  whether  that  was  the  fact? — I believe  it  was. 

13392-  Hid  they  complain  of  these  parties  acting  without  the  sanction  of  the 
committee,  and  without  consulting  them  ? — There  was  an  investigation  into  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Warren,  who  was  overseer,  for  acting  in  that  way. 

1.3393-  What  was  the  result  of  that  investigation  ? — The  charge  was  proved 
against  him  ; and  I heard  from  Mr.  Morris,  the  engineer,  that  he  was  removed  : 
he  was,  however,  subsequently  retained  in  the  district. 

13394-  Did  you  ever  make  complaints  on  the  subject  to  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  ask  their  assistance  in  checking  the  abuse? — Yes,  we  did. 

1 3395-  Have  you  any  reference  to  it  in  the  minute  book? — Yes,  I have 
several. 

.13396-  Do  you  find  it  at  pages  9,  10,  11,  13,  16,  34,  48,  49.  and  50  of  the 
minute  book,  if  it  should  be  put  in  evidence  r — I do. 

1 3397-  Did  you  receive  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Government 
officers,  which  you  expected,  in  checking  that  abuse  ? — We  did  not. 

13398-  In  what  respect  ? — One  check  the  committee  wished  to  have  on  the 
stewards  was,  that  they  should  send  in  their  lists,  that  we  might  see  if  they 
had  put  any  men  on,  and  I believe  they  got  directions  not  to  attend  the  com- 
mittee, and  not  to  send  them  their  books. 

13399-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  it? — I know  the 
stewards  gave  that  excuse  for  not  attending. 

13400.  Did  you  apply  to  the  Government  officer  ? — We  applied  for  the  lists. 

, 1 34°  1 • Did  you  acquaint  the  Government  officer  with  the  fact? — I believe 
the  engineer  was  acquainted  with  it. 

13402.  Did  you  acquaint  him  with  it? — I do  not  know  whether  the  com- 
mittee did,  or  whether  I as  secretary  wrote  t.o  him. 

13403.  Mr.  Borthwiclc.]  Do  you  know  whether  he  received  any  intimation  to 
°-105.  4 r 3 that 
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that  effect  from  the  committee,  either  by  yourself  or  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee  ? — I cannot  say  ; I know  there  was  a resolution  calling  on  the  stewards 
to  send  in  their  lists. 

13404.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Was  the  resolution  communicated  to  the 
officers  ? — 1 am  not  aware  ; I do  not  think  it  was. 

13405.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Was  it  communicated  to  the  engineer  ?— No. 

13406.  Chairman.]  You  said  that  somebody  who  was  employed  in  some  situa- 
tion by  the  Board  of  Works  made  some  explanation,  or  gave  a reason  for  acting 
so  ; what  did  you  mean  ? — The  stewards  said  they  were  authorized  by  the  engf- 
neer  not  to  attend  or  send  in  their  books. 

13407.  Do  you  know  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  and  his  curate  resided  in  the 
parish  of  Kilispuglinane  ? — Yes. 

1 3408.  Is  the  township  of  Carhuduff  within  that  parish  ? — Yes. 

13409.  And  Moymore  Road? — Yes. 

13410.  On  which  the  Carhuduff  tenants  were  employed  ?— Yes. 

13411.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  interfere  with  regard  to  his  tenants,  or  leave  it  to 
others  ? — He  left  it  to  the  two  Roman-catholic  clergymen. 

13412.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  not  the  committee  make  a point  of  com- 
municating the  resolutions  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works? — Any  resolution 
that  had  reference  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  they  did. 

13413.  The  instance  you  gave  had  reference  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works: — On  the  util  of  November  there  is  this  resolution,  “Resolved,  that 
the  stewards  on  the  several  public  works  in  those  parishes  who.  refused  to  send 
in  their  respective  lists  and  books  for  inspection,  have  been  guilty  of  contempt 
towards  this  committee,  and  that  in  case  they  persist  in  such  conduct,  our  chair- 
man be  requested  to  call  on  the  resident  engineer,  and  remonstrate  with  him, 
with  a view  to  their  dismissal and  further,  that  our  secretary  be  directed  to 
require  the  several  stewards  in  future  to  send  in  their  lists  and  books  to  the  com- 
mittee, on  Wednesdays  and  Sundays,  before  the  hour  of  12  o’clock,  and  that 
he  do  forward  a copy  of  this  resolution  to  each  of  them.” 

13414.  Did  you  furnish  each  of  the  stewards  with  a copy  of  the  resolution? 

I did  ; I have  a note  here  to  show  to  whom  it  was  sent. 

13415.  Did  you  furnish  any  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  above  them,  with 
a copy  of  the  resolution  ? — I think  not. 

13416.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  conducive  to  the  public  service, 
had  you  informed  Captain  Wynne,  or  some  superior  officer,  of  some  such  resolu- 
tion ? — The  committee  did  not  take  that  view  of  it ; and  I did  not  conceive  it 
was  my  duty  to  make  any  such  communication. 

13417.  Chairman.]  Did  Mr.  Millett  admit  that  he  was  cognizant  of  those 
complaints  and  the  abuses? — He  did.  . . . 

1341$.  Had  the  committee  positive  orders  not  in  any  way  to  interfere  wit 
the  stewards  on  the  works  ? — They  never  received  such  orders  to  my  knowledge. 
13419.  Had  you  written  orders  from  the  relief  commission  i- — No  I never  saw 

13420.  Were  Mr.  Millett  or  the  stewards  much  more  accessible  to  you  than 
the  superior  officers  ? — The  stewards  were.  _ . ... 

13421.  Was  Mr.  Millett? — I never  saw  him  more  than  twice  in  commi  , 
and  he  was  very  seldom  in  the  district.  1 

13422.  Was  he  near  the  spot? — He  was  five  miles  from  us.  Ike  s e 
were  on  the  different  works  in  the  neighbourhood.  , r , , 

13423.  Have  you  seen  the  lists  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon  and  Mr.  a > 
which  were  put  in  evidence  ? — I have.  n , . * 

13424.  Have  you  seen  those  relating  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  at  bar 
and  Birchfield?— I have.  . . 

13425.  Let  me  call  your  attention  to  those  who  appear  in  comfortable  c 
stances  ? — I can  speak  more  particularly  to  the  Birclifield  tenants.  ? 

13426.  In  those  lists  so  put  in  you  find  a number  of  Mr.  0 Briens  tenan 
Birchfield  represented  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances  ? — Yes.  auiries, 

13427.  Can  you  state  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  your  own  mq 
which  you  have  made  on  the  spot,  whether  the  names  of  those  tenan  s 
lists  made  out  by  Captain  Gordon  and  Mr.  Gamble,  one  list  being  ^ 
answer  to  Question  3444,  and  the  other  in  answer  to.  Question  504b  ^ t0 

names  of  any  persons  who  were  not  in  a state  of  destitution?  Witi  & 
the  Birchfield  property  I made  personal  inquiries,  and  I have  a very  goo  ^al> 
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ledge  of  the  tenants  on  it,  and  I am  quite  sure  there  was  not  a single  individual 
upon  the  lists  who  was  not  m a state  of  destitution. 

13428.  You  have  seen  the  CarhudufF  list  ? — I have. 

13429.  Do  you  know  whether  the  tenants  on  the'  Carhudufi  estate,  who  re- 
quired  any  relief,  were  placed  on  the  Moymore  list?— I do. 

13430.  Why  was  that:  It  was  the  work  most  convenient  to  them. 

13431.  How  many  labourers  were  required  for  that  work  by  the  engineer 
One  hundred  and  fifty,  originally.  ® 

13432.  How  many  of  those  150  were  taken  from  the  townland  of  Carhuduff? 
Forty-nine. 

13433-  Did  that  include  under-tenants? — I believe  they  did  include  some 
under-tenants. 

13434-  % whom  were  those  49  put  on  ?— By  the  committee. 

13435-  Do  you  know  whether  any  others  were  put  on  by  the  overseers,  or 
stewards,  or  any  other  person  ? — Subsequently  there  were. 

13436.  Did  the  engineer  call  upon  the  committee  to  give  further  lists- 

He  did. 

13437.  How  soon  did  he  do  that  after  the  first  list  of  the  49  Carhuduff  peopie 
were  put  on  r — I dare  say  about  a fortnight. 

13438-  Did  the  committee,  in  consequence  of  that,  furnish  another  list? — 
They  did. 

13439-  When?— On  the  11th  of  November. 

13440-  What  was  the  number  allowed  by  the  engineer? — Fifty. 

13441.  Out  of  those  50,  how  many  did  the  committee  select  from  the  town- 
land  of  Carhuduff?— Only  two. 

13442.  Where  were  they  from?— Some  of  them  from  Sandfield,  and  various 
other  places. 

, 13443-  Had  Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara  anything  to  do  with  those? — 
They  had  not,  except  the  two  I speak  of. 

13444-  With  reference  to  my  former  question,  whether  you  received  any  direc- 
tions written  from  the  Relief  Commissioners,  I understood  you  to  say  you  did  not 
receive  any  ?— I misapprehended  your  question  ; I thought  you  alluded  to  a par- 
ticular time,  at  the  formation  of  the  committee. 

1.3445-  How  long  after  the  formation  of  the  committee  was  it  before  you 
received  them  ? — Nearly  five  months,  and  not  until  I wrote  for  them. 

13446.  Did  those  instructions  contain  one  to  this  effect,  “ The  relief  committees 
aTenot  to  interfere  with  the  execution  of  the  works,  or  with  the  officers  or  stewards; 
but  it  will  be  at  all  times  open  to  them  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Works  to  any  occurrences  in  relation  to  the  works,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committees  are  deserving  of  consideration  ” ? — Yes  ; I dare  say  that  was  it. 

13447.  When  was  it  you  made  the  complaints  to  the  engineer  and  the  stewards, 
or  any  other  persons,  not  being  superior  officers  or  inspectors  of  the  Board  of 
Works ; was  it  before  or  after  this  was  issued  ? — Long  before.  I did  not  get  that 
until  the  month  of  March.  By  Captain  Gordon’s  direction  I wrote  to  the  Com- 
missar iat-office  for  the  new  registry-book,  and  I sot  copies  of  those  instructions  at 
the  same  time. 

13448.  Will  you  look  at  the  printed  instructions  I put  into  your  hand;  have 
you  ever  seen  this  before  ? — I have. 

J3449-  How  state,  on  your  attention  being  called  to  it,  when  you  first  saw 
that  r-  About  the  2d  or  3d  of  March  this  year. 

13450.  Are  not  those  instructions  meant  to  be  a guide  in  forming  relief  com- 
mittees ?— I believe  they  are. 

,13451-  They  are  headed,  “ Instructions  for  the  formation  and  guidance  of  Com- 
mittees for  Relief  of  Distress  in  Ireland,  consequent  on  the  failure  of  the  Potatoe 

Crop  in  1846”?— Yes. 

^6^45 2-  Were  not  relief  committees  for  that  purpose  formed  in  October? — They 

. 13453-  How  came  it  that  you  never  received  this  paper  of  instructions  before, 

1 it  were  meant  for  a guide  in  the  formation  of  committees  ? — I do  not  know. 

13454-  But  you  are  positive  you  never  did  receive  them? — Quite  positive. 
.*3455-  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  that  these  instructions 
mignt  have  been  received  by  the  committee  previous  to  your  becoming  secretary? 
b 1 never  saw  them  in  committee.  I think  if  they  had  received  them  I should  have 
seen  them ; they  would  have  remained  amongst  the  other  papers  of  the  committee. 
0,1  °5-  4 r 4 13456.  Chairman .] 
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13456.  Chairman .]  Did  you  not  receive  it  along  with  the  registry-book  :—N0 ; 
1 received  the  registry-book  from  Mr.  Weldon,  the  secretary  of  the  Ennistimon 


committee. 

13457-  Y°u  are  quite  sure  you  did  not  see  this  till  March  ? — I am. 

13458*  Did  you  know  from  any  other  member  of  the  committee  whether  they 

ever  saw  it? — No.  , . 

3459.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  Did  you  ever  hear  any  remark  made  with  reference 
to  this  ? — I do  not  think  I did.  _ 

13460.  Chairman.']  Did  Captain  Wynne,  or  any  other  officer,  come  to  your 
committee  to  give  you  instructions  to  guide  you,  or  give  you  any  directions  ?— 
We  never  received  the  slightest  instructions  from  the  time  that  Captain  Baillie 
settled  the  first  lists,  till  Captain  Gordon’s  time; 

13461.  Did  it  form  a ground  of  complaint? — I think  the  committee  were 
very  much  dissatisfied  with  it ; they  were  left  in  the  dark  as  to  how  they  were 


to  go  on.  . 

13462.  Did  you  receive  any  letters?— I received  seven  letters  from  Captain 
Wynne,  and  a letter  from  his  secretary. 

134^3.  Have  you  seen  the  letters  that  have  been  put  111  evidence  on  this 
subject  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — I have. 

1 3464.  Did  the  committee  consider  those  sufficient  instructions  or  sufficient 
co-operation  and  assistance  on  the  part  of  Captain  Wynne,  at  the  time?— They 
did  not  receive  the  entire  of  those. 

13465.  What  are  you  alluding  to  ?— Those  letters  in  page  59  of  180. 

13466.  In  page  59  of  180  you  will  find  a number  of  letters,  purporting  to 
come  from  Captain  Wynne,  to  the  secretary  of  the  relief  committee,  or  to  some 
member  of  the  relief  committee ; which  of  those  do  you  say  you  did  not 
receive  ? — The  one  marked  with  the  letter  A I received  through  Mr.  Weldon, 
and  the  one  marked  letter  B I received ; the  one  marked  C I never  received. 


I never  saw  it  till  I saw  it  in  this  book. 

13467.  That  appears  to  be  to  this  effect:  “Sir,  Have  the  kindness  to 
inform  the  relief  committee,  that  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  be  found  possible, 
I am  anxious  to  be  present  at  its  meeting  ; and  shall  thank  you  to  give  notice  of 
such  meeting  to  me,  particularly  when  the  committee  may  wish  for  my  services; 
are  you  quite  certain  you  never  received  that? — Quite  satisfied. 

13468.  If  it  had  been  received,  would  you  have  entered  it  any  minute  book: 
— I generally  read  in  committee  any  communications  I received,  and  made  a 
note  of  having  done  so  in  the  minutes  of  that  day’s  proceedings. 

13469.  It  would  appear  in  your  minute  book,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  pio- 
ceeding  ?— I think  so. 

13470.  And  you  never  heard  of  it  till  you  saw  it  there  ? — No. 

23471.  And  any  other  ?— I got  the  letter  D and  the  letter  E,  the  letter  1 
I never  got. 


gjr^  Ennis,  11  N ovember  1846. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  your  registry  book  in  such  a form  as  will  enable  you  0 
transmit  it  at  any  time  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  at  the  shortest  notice. 

(signed)  E.  Wynne, 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief  Committee.  Inspecting  Omcer, 


13472.  Did  you  ever  get  that  ? — Never.  . r 

13473.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  application  from  the  Board  of  works,  sen 
inspection  of  your  registry  book? — I think  I did. 

13474.  Was  that  long  after  November  1846  ? — Yes.  , , 

13475.  Did  you  send  it? — No,  it  was  after  the  subject  of  this  inquiry  ha 
spoken  of  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I thought  it  would  be  very  neces  j 
that  I should  keep  it.  . ffjstr.. 

13476.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  application  for  an  inspection  of  yourreD 
book  until  after  this  matter  had  been  discussed  in  Parliament.'  Nevei.  ^ 
13477.  And  your  reason  for  not  sending  it  was  the  matters  to  which  1 1 ^ 

were  gone  by,  and  you  thought  you  had  better  keep  it  for  the  purposes 
inquiry  ? — Yes. 

13478.  Letter  G,  did  you  receive  that  ? — Yes. 

13479-  Acd  H ’—Never.  . were 

13480.  That  is,  Ennis,  23d  November;  are  you  quite  certain  you  ^^3 
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furnished  with  that? — Quite  certain;  and  I recollect  writing  to  Captain  Wynne’s 
secretary  for  lists,  and  he  never  answered  my  letter. 

134S1.  When  was  that? — In  January  or  February  ; I think  it  was  January. 

13482.  When  you  wrote  for  lists,  did  you,  either  from  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  letter,  was  addressed,  or  from  any  other  person,  receive  information  that 
printed  forms  had  been  sent  in  accordance  with  this  letter? — No. 

13483.  Nobody  ever  told  you  so? — No. 

13484.  And  you  never  received  any  printed  forms  as  are  stated  to  be  en- 
closed in  that  letter  ? — Not  from  Captain  Wynne  ; some  I received  from  Mr. 
Weldon. 

13485.  Was  that  in  consequence  of  your  default  in  receiving  them  from  Cap- 
tain Wynne  ; had  you  applied  to  him  ? — No. 

13486.  Did  you  apply  to  him  in  consequence  of  never  receiving  them  from 
the  officer?— I did,  in  January. 

13487.  Did  you  apply  to  Captain  Wynne  through  his  secretary  ?— Yes,  be- 
cause Captain  Wynne  wrote  to  me  to  address  him  through  his  secretary. 

1348S.  Have  you  a copy  of  that  letter? — No,  I have  not. 

13489.  Letter  K,  did  you  receive  that? — Yes. 

13490.  M ? — No,  1 did  not,  that  came  to  Mr.  Weldon  ; at  least,  I infer  so,  as 
the  lists  came  to  him. 


Sir, 

I am  directed  bv  Captain  Wynne  to  return  the  lists  for  the  signature  of  the  chairman, 
as  in  their  present  form  they  are  not  sufficient  authority  for  the  issue  of  employment  iists, 
upon  which  alone  the  men  will  be  employed  in  future  on  the  public  works. 

I am  further  directed  to  state  that  all  persons  not  on  these  lists  will  be  forthwith  dis- 
employed. 

I am,  Sc c. 

(signed)  John  Pratt. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Liscannor 
Relief  Committee. 


13491.  Did  you  receive  that? — I never  saw  it  till  I saw  it  in  this  book. 

13492.  You  infer  that  was  received  by  somebody  else,  from  the  circumstance 
of  your  receiving  some  lists? — Yes. 

134Q3.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  letter  ever  reached  the  committee, 
eitiier  through  your  hands  or  any  other  person’s  i — I am  sure  it  did  not,  because 
I was  the  person  who  received  the  lists  from  Mr.  Weldon,  and  they  were  merely 
accompanied  by  a note  from  him  requesting  Mr.  O Brien  to  affix  his  name  to  the 
lists. 

13494.  I observe  letter  O,  signed  by  John  Pratt,  is  addressed  to  Robert 
Welldon,  24th  January  ?— That  relates  to  the  Ennistimon  committee. 

13495.  Was  it  after,  or  before  the  24th,  that  you  received  the  lists  from 
Welldon?— I think  it  was  before. 


The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  called  in ; and  further  Examiued. 

13496.  Chairman .]  YOU  were  requested,  on  Saturday,  to  furnish  some  lists 
to  be  submitted  to  Captain  Gordon  ? — Yes. 

13497.  Did  you  prepare  any  list  in  accordance  with  that  wish? — Yes. 

13498.  Where  is  the  list  you  so  prepared  ? — The  list  of  names  I handed  to 
Captain  Gordon  on  26th  February  ; I did  not  think  it  my  duty  to  make  any 
changes  at  all  in  it,  because  all  the  persons  were  thrown  out  ot  employment,  and 
this  is  the  list  of  the  persons  whose  selection  I objected  to,  their  families  being 
small ; they  got  a larger  number  of  men  employed  than  the  committee  would  be 
inclined  to  give  them.  These  are  the  two  principal  lists. 

[The  two  following  Lists  were  put  in,  and  read:] 


0.105. 


4S 


Mr.  J.  Hi  "gin;. 


21  June  1847. 


Rev.  T.  Shannon. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE'S  LETTERS. 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


~ John  Koolio  (widow) 

V'  Mary" l£lky  "(Michael) 

sxsS;”,So 

MidmoMiujca^lwidow)  - 
Biddy  Carney  - 
Tom  Whelan  (Morly) 


Pat  Walsh  - 
Michael  Molony 


John  Taffo  (Pat) 

► Bridget  Sheehan  (Lot) 

» Michael  Friel  (Pat)  - 
* Mary  Mantle  (widow  Wm.) 

Thomas  Rorke  (Nicholas) 
Pat  O’Neill  (James) 

Tim  Suliean^f  widow) 

Miehaol  Donohoe  (Pot  0.) 
Margaret  Coffee  (widow)  - 
Pat  Connell,  jun.  - 
Pat  M’Donoogh,  jnn. 
Widow  Tierney 
Margret  Lennune 
Daniel  Reddnn  (Pat) 


DummyLyons 


hael  Nagle  (John) 


| wretchedly  poor. 
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Objections  to  the  Revision  made  by  Captain  Gordon. 


NAME. 

RESIDENCE. 

Family. 

Number  got 
by  said 
Revision. 

John  Donhoe 

Kilispuglinane 

3 

Martin  Emerson  - 

Derry  - 

~ men* 

John  Kirby  ----- 

Ditto  - 

~ 

0 ” 

Batt  Murry 

Ditto  - 

0 

3 it 

Widow  Macnamara  - 

Ditto  - 

0 

2 », 

Pat  Leary  ------ 

Ditto  - 

0 

3 a 

Widow  Toussaihn.  - 

Moymore  - 

2 

3 n 

Widow  Barrit  - - - - - 

Carliuduff  - 

3 

0 M 

Pat  Daley  - 

Ditto  - 

3 

Paul  Tierney  - 

Ditto  - 

0 

Michael  Tierney  - 

Ditto  - 

7 

d » 

John  Glynne  - - - - - 

Ditto  - 

4 

Widow  M'Donough  - 

Ditto  - 

5 

John  O’Connell  - 

Ditto  - 

4 

3 a 

13499.  Ill  the  first  lists  which  you  have  just  handed  in,  do  you  mean  to  state 
that  it  contains  the  names  of  persons  struck  off  by  Captain  Gordon  from  the  list 
in  theLiscannor  relief  committee,  or  from  the  works? — From  the  works. 

13500.  They  were  not  struck  off  the  lists ? — I do  not  know;  but  that  they 
were  struck  off  the  works,  that  is  what  I say.  1 

*3501.  By  being  struck  off  the  works,  will  you  explain  whether  you  mean  they 
were  persons  employed  previously  and  taken  off  the  works,  or  merely  persons 
who  were  submitted  to  be  put  on  the  works  ?— They  were  employed  previously, 
and  thrown  out  of  employment  by  this  arrangement  of  Captain  Gordon. 

13502.  Were  those  persons  ever  returned  to  Captain  Gordon  by  the  com- 
mitiee  as  fit  objects  to  be  put  on  the  works? — I cannot  say  ; I have  no  doubt  that 
some  of  them  were;  not  because,  as  I stated,  there  were  persons  who  were  sent 
to  work,  employed  and  paid  ; and  among  those  may  be  found  many  of  the  persons 
on  the  list  which  I have  handed  in. 


Martis , 22°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr,  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General. 
Mr.  Tkornely. 

Sir  John  Walsh. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  Higgins,  called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

13503*  Chairman.']  DO  you  remember,  on  the  21st  of  November,  the  com- 
mittee preparing  a list  of  persons  for  the  Sandfield  Hills,  which  had  iust  been 
opened  for  relief  of  the  destitute  ? — I do. 

13504.  In  that  district? — Yes. 

13505*  How  many  people? — Sixty. 

tbi  o5°  iV^ow  many  persons  were  placed  on  that  list  by  the  committee  from 
handheld  Hills  and  Knocknarah  ? — Twenty- six. 
fflore^list"  ^°G  w^at  had  those  persons  been  up  to  that  time  ? — The  Moy- 

^0W  were  the  vacancies  caused  by  that  transposition  filled  up?  — By 
second  persons  for  the  relief  of  other  families. 

’105‘  4 s 4 13509,  In 


kev.  T.  Shannon. 
21  June  1847. 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
22  June  1847. 
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] 3 r> o 0 • In  what  townships  ?— The  Moymore,  Derry  and  Kilispuglinane. 
13510.  Had  all  the  persons  whom  these  26  men  represented,  one  from  each 
family  on  the  Moymore  list  before  ?— I believe  they  had. 

1 35  > 1 • Were  any  persons  whatever  from  Carliuduff  employed  then  ?— None 
whatever. 

13512.  Nor  put  on  the  list ?— Nor  put  on  the  list. 

13513.  How  many  was  the  whole  number  of  men  sanctioned  for  employ- 
ment on  the  Moymore  road  at  that  time  ?■ — Two  hundred. 

13514.  How  many  works  had  you  going  on  at  that  time,  to  which  separate- 
lists  applied,  in  that  district  ? — I should  suppose  there  were  nine  or  ten. 

13515-  Can  you  state  about  the  number  of  men  employed  upon  each  sepa- 
rate work  at  that  time  ? — On  part  of  the  Kilshanny  road  there  were  20  men; 
on  the  Carhadua  hills  there  were  14  men  ; 011  the  Sea-wall  there  were  50;  on 
the  Lislorken  Hills,  50 ; on  the  Ballyfadeen  road,  100  ; on  the  Lough  road,  50 
or  60;  on  the  Derry  or  Ballingaddy  road,  53;  the  Loughlone  Hills,  150; 
on  the*  Shore  road  there  were  70  ; on  the  Spa  Hill,  52  ; on  St.  Bridget’s  Hill, 
20  ; on  the  Moher  road  there  were  originally  100  ; subsequently  the  engineer 
gave  an  order  for  20  more,  but  I have  not  the  date  of  the  order  for  these  20; 
on  the  Moymore  road,  200  ; and  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  60. 

13516.  Have  you  given  those  names  of  places,  and  those  numbers,  from  the 
registry  book  which  you  kept  at  the  time,  as  secretary  to  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee r — I have.  , 

,3517.  What  is  the  date  at  which  any  of  those  entries  m that  book  were 
made  ?— Of  some  1 have  the  dates,  of  others  I have  not. 

13518.  Between  what  times  ?— Between  the  opening  of  the  works  and  the 
21st  November,  when  the  Sandfield  Hills  were  opened. 

13519.  What  was  the  first  date  ? — October. 

13520.  What  day  in  October  ?— The  first  work  was  commenced  on  the  29th 
October. 

13521.  What  is  the  last  date  of  any  of  those  entries?  The  Sandfield  Hill 
was  the  last,  and  that  was  on  the  21st  N ovember. 

13522.  In  each  of  those  lists  to  which  you  have  referred  in  giving  informa- 
tion to  the  Committee,  have  you  the  names  of  all  the  persons  employed  upon 
the  works  respectively  in  that  register? — Yes,  I have,  except  a few  on  the 
Moher  road  ; of  the  20  additional  names,  I could  only  get  18. 

13523.  Might  not  there  be  several  persons  put  upon  the  works  by  either  the 
surveyor,  the  overseers,  or  by  individual  members  of  the  committee,  nho&e 
names  you  have  not  got  in  that  register  ? — Certainly. 

1 3524.  Does  that  registry  book  contain  the  names  of  those  of  which  the  com- 
mittee were  cognizant  as  being  on  their  lists  ? — It  does.  > 

13525.  Were,  copies  of  those  entries  ever  sent,  in  the  shape  of  lists  01  Pers° 
for  employment,  to  the  inspecting  officer  r — The  original  lists  were  prepare  y 
Captain  Baillie.  . . ..  , . 1 

13526.  Are  those  to  which  you  have  alluded  copies  of  the  original  lis  s w 
were  prepared  by  Captain  Baillie  ? — Some  of  them ; others  of  them  were  p 
pared  by  the  committee  and  handed  over  to  the  engineer. 

13527.  Those  not  prepared  by  Captain  Baillie  were  prepared  by  the  commi 
and  handed  over  to  the  engineer  ? — Yes. 

13528.  Can  you  state  what  engineer  ? — Mr.  Galway.  _ 1 have 

13529.  Not  to  the  inspecting  officer,  for  the  reasons  which  I think  yo 
mentioned  in  a former  part  of  your  evidence  ? — Not  to  the  inspecting  0 • 

1 3530-  Did  the  committee  ever  exceed,  in  the  number  of  those  men  P 
the  list,  the  number  which  was  specified  to  you  by  the  engineer  as  being 
sary  ? — Never.  heiu0- 

13531.  Did  the  committee,  when  they  received  an  amount  of  men  as ^ 
sanctioned  in  number  by  the  engineer,  always  put  on  the  full  extent  e} 
authorized  ? — Yes. 

>3532.  Nevermore? — Nevermore.  ..  -ts  aS  to 

13533.  -Are  you  quite  sure  that  in  putting  those  on  within  the  f1DQ*  ^ 
number  sanctioned  by  the  engineer,  the  committee  endeavoured  in 
instance  to  supply  those  most  destitute,  and  only  put  on  others  alter 
class  were  supplied  ? — That  was  their  object.  Y - • tbe  best 

13534.  Using  such  means  of  inquiring  as  you  stated  before ? « 

that  was  in  their  power.  When 
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13535-  When  a second  person  of  the  same  family  was  returned  for  work  by  Mr.  J.  Higgins. 

your  committee,  what  practice  and  rule  did  you  adopt  in  describing  him  on  the — 

lists? — The  invariable  practice  was  to  attach  to  the  name  of  a second  person  22  June  1847. 
on  the  list  the  number  of  his  father’s  family,  and  the  quantity  of  land  held  by 
him,  in  order  to  identify  him  with  the  other  person  who  was  on  the  works. 

13536.  What  had  been  attached  to  the  first  person? — The  same  number  in 
family,  and  the  same  quantity  of  land  that  the  father  held. 

13537-  Mr.  T homely 7]  So  far  from  identifying  that  as  belonging- to  the  same 
family,  did  it  not  show  the  very  contrary ; that  there  were  families  of  two 
persons,  each  having  six  persons  ? — It  did  not  appear  so  to  the  committee. 

1353s-  Would  it:  not  appear  so  to  myself,  if  I had  been  an  officer  of  the 
Government  sent  by  the  Board  of  Works ; and  would  it  not  appear  so  to  any 
other  individual  but  yourselves  ? — It  might  so  far,  but  on  inquiry  the  com- 
mittee could  have  explained  the  reasons  of  their  doing  so. 

13539.  Was  there  anything  in  that  statement  to  lead  me  or  any  other  person 
to  make  any  inquiry  ? — I think  it  was  very  possible  that  a person,  on  looking 
at  the  lists,  and  seeing  two  of  the  same  name,  and  the  same  family,  and  the 
same  quantity  of  land,  could  suppose  they  were  the  same  family. 

13540.  How  were  they  to  know  they  were  the  same  family,  and  the  same 
land,  and  the  same  six  persons  ? — Being  returned  in  the  lists  with  the  same 
land  and  the  same  family. 

1 3541 . Supposing  you  wanted  to  show  that  they  were  not  the  same  persons, 
but  different  persons,  and  different  six  persons,  and  different  land,  how  would 
you  then  have  stated  ? — I suppose  it  would  have  been  stated  the  same  way. 

13542.  Does  it  not  then  follow,  that  when  you  wanted  to  state  there  were 
two  families,  you  in  fact  gave  the  same  statement,  although  you  meant  there 
was  one  family  ? — That  was  the  way ; and  another  object  the  committee  had  in 
view,  where  they  returned  a second  person  as  only  a single  individual,  it  would 
have  appeared  unjust  to  the  inspecting  officer,  where  there  was  a great  deal  of 
destitution,  to  say  that  the  committee  would  have  employed  a single  individual 
whilst  there  was  a large  number  of  destitute  families  out  of  employment. 

13543.  Mr.  Bellew. ] Would  not  the  simple  way  have  been,  to  return  two  in 
the  first  family  ?— The  mode  they  adopted  was  this,  they  took  one  person  out 
of  each  house,  and  when  they  found  they  had  a number  remaining  of  20  or  30 
they  went  over  the  same  houses  again,  and  selected  those  families  that  they 
conceived  to  be  in  the  greatest  destitution,  and  on  putting  them  down  they 
described  them  in  the  same  way  as  they  described  the  first  member  of  the 
family. 

13544.  Were  they  not  returned  in  the  same  list,  and  at  the  same  time  ? — In 
some  instanced  they  were  in  the  same  list,  and  in  some  they  were  not. 

13545.  At  that  time,  when  they  were  returned  at  the  same  time,  would  not 
the  obvious  appearance  be  that  there  were  two  families  of  six  each  ? — I know 
that  it  did  not  appear  so  to  the  Liscannor  committee ; it  might  to  a stranger, 
unacquainted  with  the  fact. 

13546.  Mr.  Solicitor- General]  Why  did  you  not  make  any  observations  for 
the  information  of  the  officers  upon  that  point? — I am  sure  I do  not  know. 

13547.  Did  not  the  committee  think  it  worth  their  while  to  inform  the 
officers  upon  such  a point  ? — The  committee  did  not  conceive  they  were  acting 
wrong.  They  had  no  instructions  how  to  act. 

13548.  Would  not  the  officers  have  been  better  of  all  the  information  you 
could  give  them  ? — I think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  officers  to  tell  us  what  we 
had  to  do  and  how  we  should  do  it. 

13549-  Mr.  Thornely.]  Did  not  the  Board  of  Works  send  you  printed  forms 
for  you  to  fill  up  ? — They  did. 

}355°-  Was  not  that  a sufficient  instruction  for  you  to  act  upon  ? I do  not 
think  it  was  sufficient  as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  should  describe  parties  on 
the  list. 

13551-  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  If  the  inspecting  officer  or  any  other  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Works  had  paid  proper  attention  to  those  lists,  was  there  the  least 
difficulty  in  their  discovering  that  the  list  contained  a second  person  of  families 
in  which  a member  of  the  family  was  on  the  first  list? — I cannot  say  but  they 
flight  be  mistaken ; but  I know  the  committee  were  not  mistaken  in  it ; and 
in  placing  the  second  person  we  generally  affixed  to  his  name  his  father  s 
Christian  name,  in  order  to  identify  him  with  his  father. 

0.105.  4 T !3552-  Was 
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13552.  Was  not  that  a clear  indication  that  a member  of  the  family  was  on 
the  works  ? — I think  it  was. 

13553.  Did  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  make  any  inquiry  whatsoever 
of  you  respecting  the  parties  who  were  pointed  out  on  the  list  as  second  mem- 
bers of  a family  ? — No. 

13554.  They  made  no  inquiries  of  you  at  all  ? — No  inquiries. 

13555.  In  point  of  fact  the  whole  matter  was  left  to  the  committee  to  make 
out  the  best  they  could  ? — To  make  the  best  they  could  of  it. 

13556.  Mr.  Solicitor-General. j Did  not  the  committee  know  the  persons 
they  were  putting  down  on  the  lists  ?— 1 They  did. 

13557.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  enter  in  the  column  of  ob- 
servations, the  observations  you  had  to  make  about  them  ? — There  was  no 
column  for  observations  in  the  first  list  that  was  sent  to  us  ; subsequently  there 
was. 

1 3558.  Is  this  the  original  list  ? — (A  list  was  handed  to  the  Witness.)  It  is  not. 

13559.  Is  this? — ( Another  list  teas  handed  to  the  Witness.)  It  is  not. 

13560.  Why,  after  the  31st  December,  did  you  not  enter,  in  the  column  of 
observations,  such  information  as  would  have  led  the  officers  of  the  Board  to 
know  what  you  meant  ? — I stated,  in  my  evidence,  that  the  committee  acted 
on  the  precedent  of  Captain  Baillie  in  filling  the  list  when  they  saw  a column 
for  observations ; they  did  not  know  what  observations  to  attach,  and  they 
were  quite  satisfied  with  the  description  they  gave  of  the  persons  they  put  in. 

13561.  In  the  column  for  observations  they  have  entered  some  observa- 
tions ? — That  was  in  the  supplementary  list. 

13562.  In  the  supplementary  lists  why  did  you  not  enter  in  the  column  for 
observations  everything  that  could  give  the  officers  information  about  it  ? — 
I think  it  was  as  full  and  explicit  as  it  could  possibly  be  made. 

13563.  Would  it  have  taken  up  too  much  timer — It  would  have  taken  up  a 
great  deal  of  time,  but  the  committee  were  not  aware  of  any  other  observa- 
tions it  was  necessary  to  put  in  that  list. 

13564.  Do  you  consider  the  committee  could  have  done  their  work  better 
if  they  had  employed  more  of  their  time  upon  it  ?— I think  they  employed  a 
great  deal  of  their  time. 

13565.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  been  done  better  if  they  had  employed 
more  of  their  time  ? — I do  not  think  it  possible. 

1 3566.  Mr.  Belleiv.]  Supposing  they  returned  two  names  for  one  family  of 
six  persons,  would  not  the  inspecting  officer  refuse  to  employ  them  on  the  rule 
lie  acted  upon,  of  not  employing  more  than  one  in  a family  of  six  ? — He  would 
not ; he  has  employed  two  persons  out  of  a family  of  six. 

13567-  Chairman.']  You  have  stated,  I think,  before,  that  in  the  first  list 
which  was  made  out,  which  you  got  subsequently,  and  which  had  been  made, 
out  by  Captain  Baillie,  there  was  no  column  for  observations  ? — I think  not. 

13568.  You  have  been  referred  to  one  list  which  bears  date  the  31st  Decem- 
ber ; will  you  look  to  that,  and  see  whether  there  is  any  column  for  observa- 
tions in  that? — There  is  not. 

13569.  Will  you  look  to  another  list  of  the  31st,  for  Carhuduff  Hills,  and 
tell  the  Committee  whether  there  is  a column  for  observations  in  that.-1 
There  is. 

1357°-  Is  that  list  made  out  in  a different  shape,  and  a different  form  from 
the  others  which  you  have  been  referring  to  ? — There  is  an  observation  here, 
but  it  is  not  in  my  handwriting,  nor  was  it  made  by  the  Liscannor  Committee. 

13571 . It  is  in  manuscript  ? — Yes. 

13572.  The  others  were  printed? — Yes. 

13573-  How  came  it  that  you  got  manuscript  lists  ? — I made  them  myself, 
because  I had  no  printed  lists  left. 

13574-  What  was  the  date  of  the  first  list  that  you  ever  saw,  which  had  a 
column  for  observations  ?— I cannot  state  as  to  the  date,  but  I think  the  first 
list  with  observations  was  at  the  time  that  Captain  Wynne  called  upon  us  to 
furnish  copies  of  the  lists. 

13575-  W7hen  was  that  ?— The  17th  December. 

13576.  Attached  to  those  which  you  made  yourself,  being  manuscript, 
there  one  sheet  which  is  printed,  which  contains  a column  for  observations  r— 
There  is. 

13577.  That  is  the  31st  December  ? — Yes. 

13578.  Why 
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1 357S.  Why  did  you  not  in  that  put  any  observations : — I do  not  know  what  Mr  J Uheir, 
observations  it  was  necessary  to  make  in  it.  oh 

1 3.579-  When  did  you  first  make  an  entry  of  any  observation  under  the  22  June  1847. 
column  for  that  purpose  .* — I think  in  the  supplementary  list  of  the  5th 
January. 

13580.  Will  you  look  to  that  and  tell  me  if  that  is  the  first? — Yes,  that  was 
the  first. 

135S1.  How  came  you,  on  the  5th  January,  to  fill  in  observations  opposite 
every  man’s  name,  when  you  pursued  a different  course,  in  the  original  lists,  up 
to  that  time  r — That  was  a list  of  applicants  for  a second  man ; and  I men- 
tioned in  the  column  for  observations,  after  every  person’s  name,  that  they  had 
one  at  work,  and  that  it  was  an  application  for  a second  person. 

13582.  Is  that  the  entry  of  each  observation  which  you  have  so  made  ? In 

some  instances  I have  stated  there  is  more  at  work. 

13.583-  Except  as  to  the  men  at  work  of  the  family,  have  you  given  any 
other  observation  of  any  class  or  nature  ? — No. 

13584.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  you  continue  the  same  class  and  nature 
of  observation  in  all,  the  lists  afterwards  ?— In  all  for  additional  men,  I think 
we  did. 

13S55.  Did  you? — I think  so. 

135S6.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  to  a list  of  the  26th  February,  and  tell  the 
Committee  whether  that  is  a list  sent  in  for  additional  men,  and,  if  so,  why  you 
have  not  filled  in  the  observations  in  the  column  left  for  that  purpose  as  in  the 
former  list : — After  Captain  Gordon  had  revised  the  lists  in  February,  in  the 
absence  of  the  committee,  a large  number  of  persons  who  were,  up  to  that 
time,  on  the  works  were  put  out  of  employment ; they  came  to  the  committee, 
and  the  committee  took  down  their  names  on  those  sheets  for  the  purpose  of 
having  them  put  back  to  work  again,  and  they  sent  that  list  to  Captain  Gor- 
don ; and  I think  the  resolution  that  was  sent  with  it  sufficiently  explained  the 
list. 

13587.  Those  are  not  additional  men  ? — No. 

13588.  Those  you  understood  to  be  men  who  were  at  work  before,  and 
whom  you  wished  to  be  replaced  ?— Just  so. 

13589.  Were  those  persons  ever  returned  to  the  inspecting  officer  or  engi- 
neer before  in  the  list  ? — I think  a great  portion  of  them  were. 

13590.  I call  your  attention  to  the  list  of  the  31st  of  January,  and  ask  you 
whether  this  does  not  contain  an  application  for  additional  persons  to  work, 
and,  if  so,  why  you  have  not  filled  in  the  column  left  for  observations  ? — 

Because  I made  another  column,  in  which  I put  the  observation  that  I would 
have  put  in  the  column  for  observations.  I stated  the  number  that  was 
already  on  the  works. 

13591-  How’  have  you  stated  that? — It  is  a column  that  is  not  in  the  printed 
list,  and  I made  it  answer  for  the  column  for  observations. 

13592-  Hid  you  believe  it  your  duty  to  put  in  any  other  remarks  under  the 
column  for  observations,  except  the  statement  of  how  many  the  party  had  at 
work  ? — I do  not  think  it  was. 

13593-  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I see  “ 1 J would  it  not  have  been  better  to 
tell  the  inspecting  officer  in  the  column  for  observations  what  “1  J”  meant? — 

He  could  not  be  mistaken  as  to  its  meaning. 

3 3594*  What  did  it  mean  ? — It  meant  a man  and  a boy. 

. 1 3595-  Chairman,]  Could  any  one  have  made  a mistake  at  all  conversant 
with  the  mode  of  putting  persons  on  the  work? — I do  not  think  they  could. 

1 359^-  Mr.  Bellev:. ] I asked  if  you  did  not  know  that  if  you  returned  two 
persons  for  a family  of  six,  the  inspecting  officer  would  have  refused  to  employ 
them,  and  you  said  no,  because  jrou  knew  of  cases  where  two  were  employed 
°ut  of  a family  of  six ; can  you  mention  any  such  case  ? — I can  mention 
a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  where  the  inspecting  officer  gave  a second  man  on 
a supplemental  list. 

3 3597 - We  are  taking  the  case  which  you  say  existed,  where  two  names 
were  upon  one  list  and  at  the  same  time  ; do  you  know  in  that  case  any  in- 
t^10'6  w^ck  more  than  one  was  employed  in  a family  of  six  ? — At  what 

. *3598-  At  any  time  in  which  there  were  two  names  returned  in  one  list,  as 
lu  ttie  case  of  Laden,  where  there  were  two  names  presented  for  a family,  but 

0,1  °5-  4 t 2 which 
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which  appeared  as  two  families,  do  you  know  any  case  in  which  the  two  were 
employed  by  the  inspector  ? — I know  many  cases  where  families  of  si's  had 
two  persons  on  the  works. 

3 3599-  Where  two  persons  had  been  returned  for  a family  which  was  on 
the  same  list? — Laden’s  case  is  one  of  them. 

13600.  Exactly;  they  were  not  returned  for  one  family ; they  were  returned 
in  two  different  places  ?— They  were,  but  they  were  returned  for  the  same 
family. 

13601.  The  question  I asked  you  was  this  : do  you  know  any  case  where 
two  individuals  were  returned  on  the  list  for  a family  of  six,  in  one  place,  and 
who  were  employed  by  the  inspecting  officer,  not  where  the  name  is  repeated 
twice  ? — I do  not  know  of  any  case  of  that  kind,  and  I do  not  know  that  such 
a case  was  recommended  to  the  inspecting  officer,  because  when  the  supple- 
mentary lists  were  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  the  larger  portion  were  employed ; 
almost  every  man  had  a man  at  work,  except  in  a very  few  instances. 

13602.  Therefore  putting  them  on  the  list  in  the  manner  you  did,  caused 
the  inspector  to  employ  two  persons,  whereas  if  you  had  entered  their  names 
in  the  way  I asked  you,  you  would  only  have  had  one  employed  out  of  a family 
of  six  ? — His  rule  was  to  employ  two  out  of  a family  of  six. 

13603.  I asked  you  for  any  instance? — I have  two  cases  of  seven  in  family 
where  he  gave  a second. 

13604.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  That  would  be  in  accordance  with  Captain 
Wynne’s  letter  ? — I understand  his  letter  to  mean  that  a family  of  six  could 
get  a second. 

13605.  His  letter,  you  thought,  meant  a family  with  more  than  six?— I 
have  a case  where  he  has  given  two  to  six  in  family. 

13606.  What  case  is  that? — In  the  case  of  John  Fox  of  Caherbarna. 

13607.  Is  there  anything  to  show  that  Captain  Wynne  knew  there  were 
only  six  in  that  family  ? — The  man  was  returned  as  having  six  in  family  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

1 3607*.  In  the  same  list  ? — In  the  supplementary  list. 

13608.  Was  that  in  the  case  in  which  two  were  each  returned  with  the 
whole  family  ? — The  applicant  was  returned  as  having  one  at  work  and  requir- 
ing a second. 

73609.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  mode 
in  which  the  lists  were  made  out  the  committee  intended  to  practise  in  the  re- 
motest degree  any  imposition  upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — Not 
the  slightest ; on  the  contrary,  they  were  anxious  to  give  every  information 
and  to  co-operate  with  the  officers  to  the  fullest  extent. 

13609*.  They  considered  the  mode  in  which  the  lists  were  made  out  was  the 
most  correct  that  suggested  itself  to  them  ? — They  did. 

13610.  Mr.  Thorncly.']  But  supposing  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works 
had  added  up  your  column,  which  states  the  number  in  family,  and  that  column 
stating  the  name  of  Laden  twice  over  at  six,  when  there  was  only  one  family  of 
six,  would  not  that  have  given  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  a wrong 
idea  of  the  number  of  persons  in  families  requiring  to  be  relieved  ? — It  might, 
but  the  committee  did  not  mean  to  convey  that  idea. 

13611.  Do  you  think  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  could  have  under- 
stood your  return  in  any  other  way  than  by  adding  up  the  column  containing 
the  number  of  families,  that  would  show  them  the  right  number  of  persons  in 
families  requiring  to  be  relieved?— Taking  it  in  that  way,  I do  not  think  it 
would ; but  taking  it  with  reference  to  the  names  and  townlands,  I think  it 
would  make  it  very  clear. 

13612.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  taking  the  names  and  townlands  together 

would  so  far  call  the  attention  of  any  person  not  on  the  committee  to  the  man- 
ner of  the  entr)r,  the  number  of  acres  being  the  same,  and  the  number  in  ra- 
mily  being  the  same,  and  the  surname  being  the  same,  that  they  would  have 
supposed  they  belonged  to  one  family  ? — I think  it  was  very  likely  to  draw 
the  engineer’s  attention  to  it. 

13613.  Mr.  Belle  w.~\  If  in  the  same  list  why  did  you  not  make  one;  why 
put  two  entries  ; was  it  not  complicating  them  ? — I stated  in  explanation  tna 
where  60  men  were  allowed,  the  committee  took  one  at  each  house  first,  an 
then  they  found  they  had  a balance  of  10  or  15  remaining,  and  they  we 
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over  the  houses  again  and  selected  a second  man  out  of  the  families  they  con-  Mr.  J.  Hi^ins. 

sidered  most  destitute,  and  they  returned  them  in  the  list  in  the  same  manner — 

as  the  former.  _ 22  Jane  1847. 

13614.  Would  it  not  have  been  the  simplest  mode  to  make  only  one  return 
where  it  was  in  the  same  list  r — I dare  say  it  would,  but  it  did  not  occur  to 
the  committee  to  return  the  names  in  that  way. 

13615.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  You  kept  a book  in  which  you  entered  the  names 
of  all  the  parties  ? — Yes. 

13616.  Those  were  placed  on  the  first  list;  the  names  were  entered  in  a 
hook  in  succession  ? — Yes. 

13617.  When  you  saw  you  could  place  second  members  of  families  on,  then 
you  entered  their  names  in  the  book,  in  continuation  of  the  former  entry  ? — 

Yes,  in  continuation. 

13618.  Then  I presume  you  made  out  your  list  as  a copy  of  the  entry  in 
your  book  ? — The  lists  were  made  out  first,  and  they  were  afterwards  copied  into 
the  book. 

13619.  Your  first  list  was  made  out  distinct,  and  then  your  second  list  was 
also  made  out  distinct,  and  at  two  different  periods ? — The  list  in  the  book  ? 

13620.  In  the  book,  or  the  list  of  the  committee  ? — The  list  of  the  committee 
•that  was  intended  for  the.  engineer  or  the  inspecting  officer  was  first  made  out, 
and  as  soon  after  as  possible  I copied  it  into  the  book,  to  have  a record  of  it. 

1 362 1 . Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  the  first  members  of  a family  were 
placed  on  the  list  at  an  earlier  period  of  time  than  the  second  members  of  a 
family  were  placed  011  the  second  list  ? — Yes ; in  making  out  tlie  list  the  com- 
mittee did  not  know  that  they  would  be  able  to  give  work  to  second  members  of 
a family;  and  it  was  after  they  found  they  could  that  they  put  down  their 
names  in  continuation. 

13622.  You  made  out  a list  of  the  parties  who  were  first  employed,  being 
the  first  members  of  a family,  and  gave  that  list  to  the  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works  ? — In  some  instances  it  happened  so,  when  they  were  put  on  different 
works  or  on  different  lists ; but  when  on  the  same  lists  the  officer  got  the  list, 
with  all  the  names  at  the  same  time- 

13623.  Supposing  you  took  one  person  from  100  families  to-day,  did  you 
enter  those  upon  a list,  and  transfer  that  list  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  them? — Yes,  where  only  100  were  allowed 
for  that  work. 

13624.  That  is  all  you  put  down  to-day  ? — Yes. 

13625.  Then  this  day  week  you  find  that  the  officers  cf  the  Board  of  Works 
can  take  more  persons  into  their  employ,  then  you  make  out  another  list  of  the 
number  of  additional  men  they  could  employ,  and  you  turn  that  over  to  the 
officers  ? — Yes. 

1 3626.  Then  I presume  it  would  necessarily  appear  that  those  lists  were 
made  out  at  different  times,  and  therefore  must  appear  as  two  distinct  lists  r 
— Yes. 

13627.  Chairman .]  Will  you  look  to  the  list  which  you  have  already  referred 
to  as  being  made  out  by  Captain  Baillie,  of  the  31st  December,  for  the  Clahane 
road,  which  we  understand  was  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  tell  the  Committee 
whether  that  list  is  a copy  of  a list  made  out  with  Captain  Baillie t I do  not 
think  Captain  Baillie  was  present  when  the  Clahane  road  list  was  made  out ; it 
was  after  he  left  Liscannor  that  it  was  prepared  by  the  committee. 

13628.  After  Captain  Baillie  left  the  district  did  you  put  fresh  names  upon 
any  list  which  had  been  made  out  by  him  ?— I instanced  yesterday  the  list 
which  I hold  in  my  hand,  as  a case  where  some  names  had  been  changed  in 
committee. 

13629.  Did  you  send  lists  to  Captain  Wynne,  of  the  31st  December,  from 
your  committee,  containing  about  1,120  names? — I did. 

13630.  Were  those  names  copied  from  any  list  of  names  sanctioned  by 
Captain  Baillie,  or  entered  in  any  list  made  out  by  him,  or  were  the  fresh  names 
entered  on  a list  by  the  committee  ? — Some  were  copied  from  the  list  made  by 
Captain  Baillie,  and  others  were  copied  from  lists  made  out  after  Captain  Baillie 
left  the  district ; he  only  attended  upon  one  occasion,  several  works  were  opened 
after  that,  and  the  committee  were  obliged  to  prepare  the  lists  themselves 
with  regard  to  the  works  which  were  opened  after  Captain  Baillie  had  left  the 
country. 

0.105.  4 t 3 13631.  Was 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins.  1 3631.  Was  there  any  inspecting  officer  attending  your  committee  to  sanc- 

* tion  new  names,  or  to  assist  you  in  putting  names  on  those  new  works  ? Not 

22  June  1847.  one. 

13632.  Did  the  committee,  in  default  of  such  attendance,  make  out  the  lists 
in  the  best  way  they  could,  and  send  them  to  the  inspecting  officer  on  the  31st 
December  ? — They  always  got  a requisition  from  the  engineer  to  make  out  the 
list ; they  did  make  it  out,  and  they  handed  it  to  the  engineer.  He  insisted  on 
having  it,  for  he  said  it  was  his  authority  for  putting  the  men  to  work  and 
that  he  should  send  it  to  the  inspecting  officer. 

13633.  You  did  not  send  those  lists  direct  to  the  inspecting  officer,  but  to 
the  engineer  ? — To  the  engineer ; he  stated  the  list  was  his  authority  for  putting 
the  men  to  work. 

13634.  In  the  letter  to  which  you  have  been  before  referred,  marked  (A.), 
there  is  this  sentence,  “ I earnestly  request  the  committee  will  send  to  me  as 
early  as  possible  a list  of  such  number  of  men  as  shall  be  required  by  the  local 
engineers  for  each  work  about  to  be  commenced,  to  enable  me  to  supply  the 
requisite  number  of  tickets,  which  will  be  the  engineer’s  authority  for  taking 
the  men  on  the  works  ; ” and  it  is  followed  by  another  sentence  to  the  effect 
“ In  cases  where  the  necessity  for  immediate  employment  is  urgent,  it  is  re- 
quested that  the  local  engineers  may  be  at  once  furnished  with  duplicates  of 
the  lists  sent  to  me.”  Why,  with  that  letter  before  the  committee,  did  you 
not  send  it  to  the  inspecting  officer,  Captain  Wynne,  the  lists  which  you  made 
out  of  the  number  of  men,  instead  of  sending  them  to  the  local  engineer,  dur- 
ing a period  of  two  months  after  the  31st  of  October? — I think  the  greater 
number  of  works  for  which  we  had  prepared  lists  were  prepared  before  we  received 
that  circular ; and  I have  an  observation  here  on  the  book : “ We  got  this 
circular  but  not  the  forms.”  The  circular  came  to  Mr.  Weldon,  who  sent  it 
to  me ; the  lists  had  been  then,  I am  quite  sure,  already  made  out. 

13635-  Were  not  any  made  out  after  you  got  that  letter? — Between  that 
and  the  1 ltli  of  November,’  I do  not  think  there  was. 

13636.  Between  that  time  and  the  31st  of  December? — But  if  you  look  to 
the  letter  of  the  lltli  of  November,  Captain  Wynne  says,  that  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  act  upon  the  circular  of  the  31st  of  October. 

13637-  In  the  letter  you  refer  to,  he  states,  *e  I beg  leave  to  suggest,  that 
as  there  appears  no  necessity  for  any  longer  acting  upon  my  circular  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  all  future  lists  or  revised  lists  must  be  forwarded  to  me,  in  order 
that  I may  issue  the  necessary  tickets  thereon.”  Did  you  forward  to  him  any 
list  or  revised  list,  according  to  that  direction  ? — I do  not  think  we  sent  any 
lists  to  Captain  Wynne,  except  those  of  the  31st  December;  the  engineer 
ahrays  took  them  from  us. 

1 3638-  How  was  this  letter  of  the  1 1th  of  November,  which  first  says,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  any  longer  acting  upon  the  former  circular,  which  specifies 
the  way  in  which  you  are  to  send  the  list,  and  then  afterwards  adds,  that  the 
future  lists  must  be  forwarded  to  him,  construed  by  the  committee  ? — I think 
they  considered  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  him  any  lists. 

13639-  Will  you  look  to  the  list  which  has  been  referred  to,  of  the  Clahane 
road,  with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  names  of  two  parties  of  the 
same  family  were  entered.  At  No.  26,  you  will  find  the  name  John  Laden, 
jun.,  with  two  acres,  and  six  in  family ; is  there  anything  there  to  show  a 
stranger  whether  the  two  acres  of  land  and  the  six  in  family  were  to  be  at- 
tached to  John  Laden,  jun.,  or  his  father? — The  father  was  not  on  the  work 
at  all. 

1 3640.  Is  there  anything  to  show  that  ?— No ; I do  not  think  there  is. 

13641.  Might  not  anybody  understand  from  inspection,  that  John  Laden, 
jun.,  had  two  acres  of  land  and  six  in  family  ?— A stranger  would. 

13642.  Would  it  make  any  difference,  whether  it  was  to  appear  that  the 
father  had  that  number  in  family,  or  that  the  son  had  that  number,  the  son 
being  on  the  works  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

13643.  Turn  to  No.  43  : you  will  find  James  Laden  (John)  has  two  acres, 
and  six  in  family  ; what  is  there  there  to  show,  that  that  James  Laden  (John) 
had  not  himself  two  acres  of  land  and  six  in  family,  in  addition  to  those  marked 
opposite  John  Laden,  jun.,  his  brother  ?— They  are  both  returned  as  living  m 
the  same  townland  ; the  number  in  family  is  the  same  ; the  quantity  of  land  is 
the  same  ; opposite  John  Laden’s  (John)  name  his  father’s  name  is  attached, 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  695 

to  show  that  he  is  the  son  of  John  Laden;  and  John  Laden,  jun,,  is  put  in  Mr. 
another  place,  I think,  to  show  he  is  another  son  of  John  Laden.  — 

13644.  That  is  your  understanding? — Yes.  2* 

13645.  Attaching  the  Christian  name  of  John,  after  the  surname  of  James 
Laden,  you  think  must  show  that  it  had  reference  to  the  former  ?— Not  to  the 
former,  but  to  the  father  of  both. 

13646.  Whether  this  was  an  extremely  clumsy  way  of  doing  it,  or  whether 
it  might  mislead  a stranger  to  suppose  that  there  was  the  double  quantity  of 
children  that  there  really  was,  1 ask  you,  on  your  credit,  whether  you  have  any 
reason  to  believe,  from  anything  that  you  saw  at  the  time,  or  since,  that  that 
mode  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  or  deceiving  any  one  ? — Most 
unquestionably  it  was  not  adopted  with  that  view ; it  was  certainly  a very 
clumsy  way  of  doing  business,  but  the  committee  did  not  know  which  way  was 
the  best ; they  merely  adopted  that  mode  that  suggested  itself  to  them. 

13647.  Had  you  adopted  that  mode  when  Captain  Baillie  helped  to  make 
out  the  list  ? — I am  not  sure  ; I cannot  state,  as  I have  not  many  of  the  original 
lists  settled  by  Captain  Baillie. 

1 3648.  Mr.  Bellew.]  If  the  second  Laden  had  been  a married  man  with  a 
family  of  six,  would  he  not  be  returned  in  the  same  way  he  was  there  ? — I do 
not  think  the  name  (John)  would  have  been  attached  to  his  name;  I think  he 
would  have  been  called  plain  James  Laden. 

1 3649.  Lord  J.  Manners,]  Was  that  probability  of  the  system  deceiving  the 
Government  officers  never  discussed  in  your  committee  ? — Never ; because  it 
never  entered  into  their  heads  that  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  deception. 

13650.  I do  not  ask  whether  it  was  done  for  a purpose ; was  the  probability 
of  its  deceiving  the  Government  officers  ever  mentioned  in  committee  ? — Never. 

13651.  Chairman.]  Will  you  look  at  two  papers  which  I put  into  your  hand, 
and  state  whether  they  are  signed  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  ? — They  are. 

13652.  Will  you  read  either  of  them? — “ Ballyhaen  Hill.  Pat  Sharry. 

You  will  take  in  Michael  M‘Keene,  of  Caherbarna,  as  another  additional  man 
on  the  responsibility  of  the  committee.  Committee-room,  Liseannor,  23d 
December  1846.  Corn.  O'Brien,  for  the  committee.” 

13653.  Who  was  it  directed  to? — To  the  steward. 

1 3654.  Is  that  one  of  the  sort  of  tickets  which  you  mention  an  individual  of 
the  committee  giving,  without  its  being  done  in  committee,  to  order  a person 
to  be  taken  on  ? — No. 

13655.  What  is  that? — This  was  done  by  the  committee,  and  Mr.  O’Brien 
signs  it  as  chairman. 

13656.  I think  you  stated  before  that  the  committee  had  never  sent  any 
person  on  with  tickets  or  orders,  excepting  through  the  list  ?— I am  not  aware 
that  they  did. 

13657.  Will  you  read  the  other  ? — ce  Committee-room,  Liseannor,  23  Decem- 
ber 1846.  To  the  Stewards  on  Ballyhean.  You  will,  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  committee,  take  four  each  of  the  following  persons : 


Michael  Killy,  - 

Ballyvrislane,  6 in  family, 

no  land. 

John  Dunleavy  (Charles,)  ditto 

3 „ 

3 acres. 

Darby  Breen  - 

ditto 

5 „ 

no  land. 

John  Mullins  - 

ditto 

3 „ 

1 acre. 

Michael  McGuane, 

- Ballyhean, 

6 „ 

no  land. 

John  O’Loughlin 

- Loghlone, 

4 „ 

no  land. 

Michael  Cullinan 

- Ballyhean, 

6 „ 

no  land. 

John  Roache 

ditto 

2 „ 

no  land. 

None  of  the  above  persons  have  got  employment.  Corn.  O'Brien,  for  the 
committee.” 

13658.  Were  any  of  those  persons  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — No. 

13659-  Had  he  any  connexion  or  interest  with  them,  so  far  as  you  know, 
excepting  their  being  poor  persons? — Not  the  slightest. 

13660.  Have  you  any  entry  in  your  registry  explaining  that  ? — I have  in  my 
registry  the  following  note : “ The  following  were  put  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills,  as 
additional  men,  by  the  committee,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Galway,  23  Decem- 
er  1846  and  then  I give  the  names. 

13661.  You  have  an  entry  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  ticket  put  into 

your  hand  ?— Yes. 

°-i°5-  4T4  13662.  And 


J.  Higgins. 


June  1847. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


696  MINUTES  OE  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr.  J,  Higgins.  i 3662.  And  the  other  too  r — And  the  other  too. 

— 13663.  With  reference  to  those  two,  was  a copy  of  the  registry  sent  to  ‘ 

■22  Jane  1847.  ]yjr>  Gaiway  ? — He  was  present  in  committee  when  those  lists  were  made  out- 
lie gave  an  order  for  80  men  on  that  day. 

13664.  Do  you  know  whether,  as  the  engineer,  he  was  cognizant  of  those 
tickets  being  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  for  the  persons  whose  names  appear  on 
them  ? — I am  sure  he  was. 

13665.  Did  he  admit  them  on  the  works? — He  did. 

1366C.  Could  they  have  been  on  the  works  without  liis  knowing  they  were 
there  ? — He  said  he  would  give  directions  to  the  stewards  and  check  clerks  to 
have  them  checked,  and  he  desired  the  lists  to  be  sent  to  them. 

13667.  Do  you  know  whether  they  got  on  the  works  afterwards  ?— I believe 
they  did. 

13668.  Had  you  in  general  a difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  precise  number  of 
any  person’s  family  whose  name  was  on  the  list? — We  had. 

13669.  From  what  did  your  difficulties  arise  ? — From  the  people’s  concealing 
their  real  circumstances  ; they  thought  the  larger  number  of  family  they  gave, 
the  better  chance  they  would  have  of  being  employed. 

13670.  Had  you  any  other  means  of  checking  that  except  by  personal 
inquiry,  or  by  reference  to  the  members  of  the  committee  who  had  local  know- 
ledge ? — No. 

13671 . Did  you  endeavour  to  obtain  it  in  that  way? — Yes. 

13672.  Were  you  nevertheless  very  often  deceived? — Yes. 

13673.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Could  you  not  have  ascertained  it  better  if 
you  had  taken  more  time  to  do  so  ? — I do  not  think  the  committee  were  dis- 
posed to  take  more  time  than  they  did ; they  devoted  a good  deal  of  time  to  it. 

13674.  Supposing  they  had  been  disposed  to  do  it,  might  they  not  have 
done  their  business  better? — They  might,  but  they  were  still  liable  to  be 
deceived. 

13675.  When  a committee-man  gave  you  in  the  case  of  a person,  did  the 
committee,  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  that  person,  or  take  it  upon  the 
committee-man’s  word  ? — Generally  upon'  the  committee-man’s  word. 

13676.  Why  did  they  not  inquire  into  it  ? — Because  they  had  confidence  in 
one  another ; they  thought  no  person  would  recommend  a man  who  was  not 
destitute ; Mr.  O’Brien  always  impressed  that  upon  them. 

1 3677.  Am  I to  understand  that  at  no  time  they  made  inquiry  into  the 
circumstances  of  any  particular  case,  but  took  it  upon  the  credit  of  the  mau 
who  proposed  him  ? — They  did  make  inquiries. 

33678.  What  was  the  result  of  those  inquiries  in  any  case;  did  they  find 
they  had  been  deceived  by  the  committee-man  ? — I do  not  think  the  com- 
mittee-man would  wilfully  deceive. 

13679.  Did  you  find  the  committee-man  had  made  mistakes? — In  some 
cases  I think  so. 

33680.  Do  you  not  consider  if  you  had  taken  more  time,  you  would  have 

been  better  able  to  look  into  the  case,  and  see  whether  there  were  mistakes  or 
not  ? — I think  the  committee-man  had  a better  opportunity  of  making  those 
inquiries  than  the  committee. 

13681 . You  thought  it  was  no  use  making  any  inquiry  in  the  committee  r— 

I do  not  think  it  was  much  use. 

13682.  Chairman.']  Could  you -have  time  and  opportunity  to  make  the  par- 
ticular inquiries  which  might,  under  other  circumstances,  have  been  desirable  r 
— I think  it  was  utterly  impossible,  because  the  destitution  was  .so  great,  an 
it  would  take  so  much  time  to  make  this  inquiry,  that  parties  might  have  died 
of  starvation  in  the  meantime. 

13683.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  How  many  hours  a week  did  you  sit. 
About  ten. 

13684.  Chairman .]  Was  it  an  unparalleled  call  on  the  members  of  the  com 
mittee,  as  far  as  you  are  aware  ? — I think  it  was.  j 

13685.  Had  the  members  of  the  committee  other  business  to  attend  to,  an 
other  duties  to  perform  ? — Every  man  had  his  own  duties  to  attend  to. 

13686.  Had  Mr.  O’Brien  his  public  duties  also  ? — He  had,  as  a magis  ra 
and  as  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  he  had  besides  his  0 
concerns  to  attend  to.  - «c 

13687.  How  frequently  was  he  obliged  to  attend  any  meeting  on  g 
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duties  as  magistrate  or  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  r — Once  a week  as 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  once  a week  as  magistrate. 

13688.  Do  you  know  what  number  of  hours  these  meetings  generally  took  ? 
—The  Board  of  Guardians  sat  frequently  from  twelve  till  five,  the  bench  of 
magistrates  did  not  sit  so  long ; sometimes  they  did,  at  other  times  they  did 
not. 

13689.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Were  all  the  members  of  the  committee  ma- 
gistrates ? — No,  they  were  not. 

13690.  Mr.  IV.  Williams .]  I think  you  stated  that  that  the  circumference  of 
district  under  the  charge  of  the  relief  committee  was  from  14  to  16  miles  ?— 
That  is  what  I take  it  to  be. 

13691 . And  that  the  members  of  the  relief  committee  were  about  20  ? — Yes ; 
but  they  did  not  all  attend. 

13692.  Were  those  members  of  the  relief  committee  from  different  localities 
within  that  circumference  of  14  or  1 6 miles  ?— There  was  a large  portion  of 
the  district  that  no  member  of  the  committee  resided  near  ; most  of  them  re- 
sided in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor,  and  the  country  extended  very  much 
beyond  that. 

13693.  How  did  they  return  the  names  of  persons  in  a destitute  condition 
from  a distant  part  of  the  district  ? — The  parties  generally  applied  to  the  com- 
mittee on  meeting  days,  and  I believe  they  frequently  went  to  the  houses  of 
the  members  and  presented  their  cases  to  them,  and  the  members  came  the 
next  meeting  day  with  the  list  of  those  names  and  represented  them  as  fit 
objects  for  relief. 

13694.  If  the  members  of  the  committee  had  made  inquiry  into  the  particu- 
lar cases,  they  would  have  to  go  a distance,  in  many  instances,  of  seven,  or 
eight,  or  ten  miles  ? — Not  so  much. 

13695.  What  distance  would  they  have  to  go? — In  some  instances  two  or 
three  miles. 

13696.  If  all  the  members  of  the  committee  lived  near  Liscannor,  was  that 
near  the  centre  of  the  district  ? — It  was  near  the  centre  in  length,  but  not  in 
width. 

13697.  Did  they  send  any  person  on  whom  they  could  rely  to  make  inquiries 
into  the  condition  of  people  who  applied  for  relief? — I know  they  did,  several 
of  them. 

13698.  Do  you  think  the  condition  of  the  people  was  known  to  the  members 
of  the  relief  committee? — Their  condition  was  known  to  them  generally; 
but  I think  they  might  have  been  deceived ; generally  speaking,  however,  their 
condition  was  pretty  well  known  to  the  members  of  the  committee. 

13699.  Chairman.']  How  many  magistrates  had  you  upon  the  committee? — 
Two ; and  Archdeacon  Whitty  who  was  an  ex-officio  member,  but  he  attended 
only  on  two  occasions. 

13700.  How  many  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  were  there  ? — I think 
there  were  four. 

13701.  Who  were  they? — Mr.  James  O’Gorman,  Daniel  Considine,  and 
Michael  Considine,  and  Mr.  John  Macnamara. 

13701*.  Had  those  the  same  duties  to  perform  in  attending  the  meetings  that 
Mr.  O’Brien  had  ? — They  had. 

13702.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  pay  assiduous  attention  to  the  committee  all  the 
time  he  was  in  the  country  ? — Most  assiduous. 

13703.  How  often  did  he  miss  attending  ?— I do  not  think  a single  time. 

13704.  Did  he  sit  all  the  time  that  the  committee  sat?— He  may  have  gone 
away  on  one  or  two  occasions  when  the  committee  required  to  sit  very  late, 

13705.  How  many  persons  in  that  committee  were  there,  you  would  say  were 
in  the  rank  or  station  of  gentlemen  ? — There  were  very  few. 

13706.  Were  there  more  than  those  you  have  mentioned? — Some  of  those 
I have  mentioned  were  not  in  that  station. 

\3707.  Were  they  persons  who  had  then*  ordinary  avocations,  as  men  of 
business,  to  attend  to  ? — Farmers  and  men  of  business. 

13708.  Mr.  Bellew.l  Did  Mr.  Kitsan  attend  generally?— I never  saw  him 
there. 

13709.  Where  did  he  reside? — In Ennistimon. 

13710.  Chairman.]  Had  you  the  same  difficulty  in  ascertaining  from  the 
0.105.  4 U applicants 
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applicants  the  quantity  of  their  land  as  you  had  the  number  of  their  families? 
— Yes. 

13711.  In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  you  have  mentioned  from 
Mr.  Gamble,  for  furnishing  a supplementary  list,  did  you  yourself  endeavour  to 
make  out  copies  of  the  entire  lists  of  the  men  who  were  at  work  ?—  I did. 

13712.  Did  the  trouble  and  responsibility  of  doing  that  fall  principally  on 
you  ? — I might  say  wholly. 

13713-  Why  did  not  the  committee  help  you? — They  found  great  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  doing  so,  from  the  irregularities  which  occurred  in  the  lists,  and 
from  parties  having  been  put  on  from  time  to  time  by  individuals. 

13714.  The  changes  in  the  list  having  caused  irregularities  it  required 
more  one  person  to  examine  into  it,  than  the  committee  as  a body  ? — The 
subject  was  discussed  in  the  committee  ; they  saw  they  would  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  revising  the  lists,  and  they  agreed  that  Captain  Wynne  should  be 
furnished  with  a list  of  persons  who  were  then  on  the  works. 

13715.  Was  that  with  a view  of  giving  him  every  information  in  your  power  ? 
—Yes. 

13716.  Did  you  take  upon  yourself  the  trouble  of  doing  that? — Yes ; I found 
I could  not  complete  them  from  the  registry,  and  I was  obliged  to  go  to  the 
several  works  in  the  neighbourhood  to  compare  my  list  with  the  lists  of  the 
stewards. 

13717.  Did  you  complete  that  list  from  the  lists  in  your  possession  ?— I 
could  not  complete  a correct  list. 

13718.  Did  you  apply  to  the  stewards  on  the  works  to  assist  you  with  any 
information  they  could  give  ? — I did. 

13719.  Did  you  make  up  the  list  in  the  best  way  you  could  ? — I did. 

13720.  What  did  you  do  with  the  lists  you  so  made  out? — There  were  two 
of  them  I was  obliged  to  get  compiled  by  the  stewards  and  overseers. 

13721.  Why  was  that? — The  two  works  were  in  a remote  district,  and  I 
found  it  would,  take  a long  time  to  furnish  them  ; there  was  great  pressure  on 
the  committee  for  employment,  and  they  called  on  the  overseers  and  check 
clerks  to  furnish  the  lists,  and  two  of  the  lists  I got  in  that  way. 

13722.  What  lists  were  those? — One  was  for  Moymore  road,  and  the  other 
for  the  Loughlane  hills. 

13723.  Having  got  them  as  complete  as  you  could,  what  did  you  do  with 
them  ? — I made  a correct  copy  of  them,  and  the  entire  lists  were  then  fur- 
nished to  Captain  Wynne. 

13724.  At  what  time  ? — The  31st  December. 

13725.  Those  lists  are  the  lists  of  which  we  have  been  frequently  speaking, 
and  to  which  you  have  been  previously  examined? — Yes. 

13726.  How  many  names  did  that  list  contain? — I think  something  over 

1,100. 

13727.  Altogether? — Altogether. 

13728.  Was  there  one  which  contained  a list  of  231  ? — That  was  the  Moy- 
more ; there  were  3 1 more  than  the  committee  originally  put  on  the  list. 

13729.  Could  you  ascertain  how  the  additional  31  had  got  on  the  works . 
—They  must  have  been  put  on  by  individual  members  or  check  clerks  or 
stewards. 

13730.  Could  you  ascertain  how  they  had  got  on  ?— I should  say  by  all  those 
means. 

13731*  Did  you  communicate  to  the  committee  that  you  had  discovered  that 
31  were  on  the  works  more  than  had  been  allowed  by  the  engineer  or  had  been 
put  on  by  the  committee  ? — I did. 

13732.  What  did  the  committee  do? — I wrote  a letter  to  Captain  Wynne, 
dated  the  31st  December,  which  I think  will  explain  it.  __ 

13733-  Did  the  committee  strike  them  off  on  them  own  responsibility  ?— No, 
they  did  not. 

13734-  Why  did  not  the  committee  strike  those  additional  names  off  instead 
of  making  a complaint  to  Captain  Wynne  ? — I suppose  they  conceived  it  was 
more  Captain  Wynne’s  duty  to  do  it  than  theirs. 

13735-  Do  you  know  any  letter  pointing  out  to  Captain  Wynne  the  parti- 
cular individuals  who  were  so  put  on,  over  and  above  the  names  on  the  lists  or 
the  committee  ? — No,  I do  not.  , T 

13736-  Could  you  have  ascertained  the  names  of  individuals? — -I think 
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could ; but  it  would  have  been  a work  of  great  labour,  and  it  would  have  caused 
a great  delay  in  the  employment  which  the  committee  were  so  anxious  to  get. 

13737.  What  course  could  Captain  Wynne  have  taken  with  regard  to  those 
men,  if  you  did  not  furnish  him  with  the  names  of  the  particular  individuals  ? 
— I think  he  might  have  come  to  the  commi  ttee  when  he  was  told  that  the  lists 
were  incorrect,  and  that  other  parties  were  interfering  with  the  duties  of  the 
committee,  and  placing  men  upon  the  works. 

13738.  If  you  found  it  difficult  to  ascertain  the  particular  persons,  would  it 
not  be  still  more  difficult  for  Captain  Wynne  to  ascertain  it  ? — The  committee 
and  Captain  Wynne  might  have  united  together,  and  both  could  have  done  it 
better. 

13739.  Had  Captain  Wynne  any  means  of  ascertaining  those  facts,  excepting 
through  the  information  of  the  committee? — I suppose  by  comparing  ihe 
original  list,  which  contained  200  names,  with  the  list  then  sent  in  by  me,  he 
could  ascertain  it. 

13740.  Had  he  any  means  of  ascertaining  it  by  inquiry  of  the  Board’s  own 
officer  on  the  work?— I should  think  he  ought  to  have  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining it. 

13741.  What  is  the  original  list  with  which  you  say  Captain  Wynne  should 
have  compared  it  ? — The  original  list  made  out  for  that  work  by  the  committee, 
and  which  I think  was  partly  made  out  by  Captain  Baillie. 

13742.  When  was  it  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  ? — I am  not  sure  that  it  was 
sent  to  Captain  Wynne  at  all. 

13743.  Was  that  one  that  you  said  was  sent  to  the  engineer? — Yes. 

13744.  If  he  had  received  it  before  I suppose  he  could  have  applied  to  the 
engineer,  and  received  it  from  him  ? — Yes. 

13745.  Had  you  any  lists  which  were  sent  to  the  stewards,  and  not  to  the 
engineers  ? — I am  not  aware.  They  were  always  given  to  the  engineer. 

1 3746.  I put  into  your  hand  some  time  ago  two  papers  of  recommendation 
of  persons  from  the  committee  to  be  put  on  the  works  ; do  you  call  those  lists  ? 
— I should  look  upon  them  as  lists. 

13747.  To  whom  were  they  given? — I should  say  the  stewards;  but  Mr. 
Galway  was  present  in  committee  when  they  were  made  out ; I have  a note  to 
that  effect  upon  the  minutes. 

13748.  In  that  list  to  which  have  referred  of  23]  labourers,  were  there  any 
names  of  Carhuduff  tenants  who  were  not  returned  for  work  by  the  committee? 
-r-Several. 

13749.  How  many? — I cannot  say. 

13750.  la  the  same  manner  were  you  supplied  with  information  by  the  check 
clerks  on  the  Loughlane  Hills  ? — Yes. 

13751.  Did  they  give  you  a list  of  names  ? — Yes. 

13752.  Did  you  copy  that  and  send  it  to  Captain  Wynne? — Yes. 

13753*  What  course  did  you  take  on  finding  that  the  lists  differed  from  the 
original  lists,  which  you  had  seen  prepared  in  the  committee,  and  which  had 
been  sent  by  the  committee  ? — I consulted  with  the  committee,  and  the  com- 
mittee thought  they  would  not  be  justified  in  calling  them  revised  lists,  and 
accordingly  I headed  them  work  lists,  to  make  it  appear  they  were  copies  of  the 
work  lists,  and  that  they  had  not  been  revised  by  the  committee. 

1 37.54-  Did  you  explain  that  in  any  letter  to  Captain  Wynne?— I did,  in  the 
letter  of  the  31st  December,  inserted  in  the  Minutes,  in  answer  to  Question  1/86. 

13755.  Did  the  committee  expect  that  Captain  Wynne,  in  consequence  of 
that  letter,  would  have  visited  Liscannor  to  assist  you  in  that  work  ? — They  did. 

1375*5.  Was  it  written  with  that  object? — It  was. 

13757-  Did  Captain  Wynne  come  or  take  any  notice  of  that  letter  r — He 
■wrote  me  a letter,  telling  me,  in  future,  to  address  him  through  his  secretary. 

13758.  Was  there  any  allusion  in  it  to  the  matter  you  wrote  about? — No. 

13759.  Did  you  not  receive  from  Mr.  Pratt,  with  reference  to  these  lists, 
a letter  dated  the  1st  of  January,  in  which  he  says,  “ I am  directed  by  Captain 
Wynne  to  return  the  lists  for  the  signature  of  the  chairman,  as  in  their  present 
fprm  they  are  not  sufficient  authority  for  the  issue  of  employment  fists,  upon 
which  alone  the  men  will  be  employed  in  future  on  the  public  works”:' — I stated 
yesterday  I never  got  that  letter, 

13760.  Did  you  get  the  lists  ? — They  were  sent  by  Mr.  Weldan. 

13761.  Had  the  lists  been  signed  by  the  chairman? — They  had  not. 

0.105.  4 u 2 13762.  Did 
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13762.  Did  Mr.  Weldan  return  them  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  being  signed 
by  the  chairman  ? — He  did. 

13/63.  With  any  letter?— With  a note  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  saying  his  signature 
was  necessary. 

13764.  Those  lists  you  recollect  coming  from  Mr.  Weldan,  with  a letter  to 
Mr.' O’Brien,  the  chairman,  calling  his  attention  to  the  list  not  having  been 
signed  by  the  chairman,  and  desiring  him  to  do  so  ?— Yes. 

13765.  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  do  so  ? — Yes. 

13766.  To  whom  did  you  return  them  ? — To  Mr.  Weldan. 

13767.  Had  Mr.  Weldan  been  secretary  before  you  of  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee? — His  name  was  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  the  lieutenant  of  the 
county,  but  he  never  acted ; and  Captain  Wynne  was  told  on  the  1/th  De- 
cember that  Mr.  Weldan  was  not  secretary,  and  that  I was  acting  as  such. 

13768.  Notwithstanding  that,  those  letters  you  imagine,  from  the  course  in 
which  they  arrived  to  you,  must  have  been  by  mistake  sent  to  Mr.  Weldan 
instead  of  being  sent  to  you  ? — I infer  that. 

1 3769.  Did  you  ever  ask  Mr.  Weldan  whether  any  letter  came,  accompanying 
a list  ? — I never  did. 

13770.  Do  you  remember  the  committee  preparing  a supplementary  list  of 
the  5th  of  January  ? — I do. 

13771.  And  sent  to  Captain  Wynne? — Yes. 

13772.  Did  you  accompany  it  with  a letter? — I did. 

13773-  Has  that  been  put  in  ? — It  has,  in  answer  to  Question  / 453. 

13774.  On  the  10th  of  January  did  you  receive  any  list  from  Mr.  Galway, 
the  local  engineer  ? — Yes. 

13775-  What  did  that  list  purport  to  be? — A list  of  persons  selected  by 
Captain  Wynne  for  employment  from  the  supplementary  list. 

13776.  What  proportion  of  the  persons  who  names  were  included  in  the 
supplementary  list,  were  sanctioned  by  Captain  Wynne  for  employment? — 
The  application  was  for  485  ; he  selected  224,  and  261  were  left  unemployed. 

13777.  Did  he  before  making  that  selection  apply  to  the  committee  for  any 
information  or  any  explanation  regarding  the  list  which  you  have  sent  to  him? 
— He  did  not. 

13778.  On  looking  over  the  list,  after  the  selection  had  been  made  by 
Captain  Wynne,  were  you  enabled  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  persons  selected,  as  compared  with  those  omitted  ? — I found  that 
the  most  destitute  were  omitted,  and  that  in  some  cases  he  gave  more  than  the 
committee  called  for. 

13779.  In  how  many  cases  were  more  men  given  than  the  committee  had 
called  for? — Eight,  I think. 

13780.  In  how  many  cases  did  he  select  the  more  comfortable,  leaving  out 
the  more  destitute  ? — 1 handed  Captain  Wynne  a list  yesterday  containing  that 
information. 

13781.  From  what  information  did  you  ascertain  those  facts  ?—  From  the 
list  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  from  the  census  which  was  subsequently  made 
out  by  the  committee. 

13782.  How  does  that  show  the  state  of  destitution? — The  committee  clas- 
sified the  population  in  their  census.  The  most  destitute  people  are  placed 
first,  and  the  class  removed  from  them  are  placed  second,  and  then  there  is  a 
third  class,  and  I find  that  all  the  persons  who  were  omitted  by  Captain  Wynne 
are  in  the  first  class  of  destitution. 

137S3.  Having  previously  made  out  a description  of  those  persons  from 
actual  inquiry  and  information,  you  find  by  comparing  the  list  selected  by 
Captain  Wynne  that  the  facts  were  as  you  mention  ? — Yes ; but  I should 
mention  that  the  census  was  subsequently  made  out,  not  previously. 

13784.  When  was  the  census  made  out;  how  soon  after  the  selection  made 
by  Captain  Wynne  ? — The  selection  was  made  in  January,  and  the  census  was 
not  complete  till  the  4th  of  March. 

13785-  Might  not  great  changes  have  taken  place  between  those  periods  ?— 
The  people  were  getting  poorer,  but  at  the  time  they  were  put  on  the  list,  the 
same  difference  existed  between  the  parties  selected  and  those  omitted. 

13786.  Can  you  speak  to  the  condition  of  any  of  those  persons  from  your 
own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  I can  speak  to  the  condition  of  some  of  those  tenants 
of  Mr.  O’Brien  who  were  selected. 

13787.  Which 
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13787-  Which  were  those  1 — Some  of  those  on  the  list. 

137SS.  How  many  of  those  marked  off  as  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  and  in  more 
comfortable  circumstances,  were  selected  by  Captain  Wynne’ — Ten  on  the 
Birchfield  property,  and  several  of  them  got  more  than  the  committee  called 
for. 

13789.  Mr.  Thorndy. ] In  the  next  page  there  are  some  more? — Yes ; but 
I cannot  speak  so  well  as  to  the  Carhuduff  tenants. 

13790.  Chairman.']  Were  they  nevertheless  destitute,  though  not  so  destitute 
as  those  omitted  ?— They  were. 

13791.  Mr.  Tliornely .]  Did  the  committee  state  in  the  accompanying  letter 
that  all  those  persons  were  so  destitute  that  they  would  die  if  they  did  not 
obtain  employment  ?— I do  not  know  whether  that  expression  was  used,  but 
they  stated  that  they  required  relief. 

13792-  Can  you  tell  us  where  that  answer  is  put  in  in  evidence  ? — In  answer 
to  question  7453. 

13793.  Does  it  appear  in  the  selection  that  Captain  Wynne  made  he  selected 
those  who  had  the  largest  families  r — I believe  it  does,  but  there  may  be  cir- 
cumstances in  his  case  where  a man  with  a small  family  would  he  poorer  than 
a man  with  a large  family. 

13794.  Chairman.]  If  eight  families  had  more  persons  put  on  than  the  com- 
mittee recommended,  would  that  have  the  effect  of  keeping  off  the  same  number 
of  persons  whom  the  committee  had  recommended  ? — It  would. 

13795-  Was  there  anything  upon  those  sheets  to  show  Captain  Wynne  who 
were  the  more  destitute  ? — I think  the  lists  were  sufficiently  explanatory. 

13796.  In  what  respect? — The  circumstances  were  stated;  the  quantity  of 
land,  the  number  of  family,  and  the  persons  at  work,  and  the  number  they 
then  required. 

13797.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  You  did  not  in  the  list  inform  him  of  the 
quantity  of  stock  ? — No,  nor  was  there  any  complaint  upon  that  head. 

13798.  Was  not  that  a circumstance  which  was  information  worth  the 
officers  being  told  ? — It  might  have  been. 

13799-  Was  it  not  your  object  to  inform  the  officers  of  persons  properest  to 
be  put  on  the  works  ? — Yes. 

13800.  If  you  had  communicated  whether  such  and  such  persons  had  stock 
or  no  stock,  might  not  that  be  information  from  which  the  officer  might  draw 
his  own  conclusion  ? — It  might  be  ; the  committee  never  returned  any  stock, 
and  from  the  list  I think  Captain  Wynne  might  have  seen  that  a man  without 
land  must  have  had  no  stock. 

13801.  Chairman.]  Were  there  any  persons  without  any  land  omitted  from 
the  works  ?— Yes,  a great  many. 

13802.  Can  you  point  out  any  such  cases,  and  state  to  the  Committee 
whether  the  persons  had  a man  on  the  work  before  ? — Peter  Sheddy,  with  no 
land,  and  six  in  family,  had  a man  at  work ; there  was  an  application  for  a 
second ; he  did  not  get  him. 

13803.  I am  asking  you  for  any  case  where  a person  had  not  a first  man  at 
work,  where  he  had  no  land,  and  where  he  was  omitted  ? — I have  a case  where 
a man  was  returned  with  three  in  family,  no  land,  no  man  at  work,  and  he  was 
not  selected. 

13804.  Is  that  the  case  of  Michael  M‘Mahon? — Yes. 

13805.  Do  you  know  that  person  was  returned  by  mistake  in  Captain 
Wynne's  list,  instead  of  an  adjoining  townland? — He  is  returned  for  Sheep- 
hill  ; he  does  not  live  there ; there  is  a Michael  M 'Mahon  living  at  Sheephill. 

13806.  Are  there  two  returned  in  Captain  Wynne’s  fist? — There  are  two 
M'Mahons  returned  from  Sheephill. 

13807.  Was  there  anything  on  the  face  of  the  list  you  sent  to  Captain 
Wynne  which  could  show  him  who  were  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  who  were 
not?— Excepting  that  he  knew  the  townland,  and  I suppose  he  knew  the 
townlands  belonging  to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

13808.  How  could  he  know  the  townlands  belonging  to  Mr.  O’Brien  ?— He 
could  have  known  it  from  the  poor-law  valuation,  and  from  the  list,  and  the 
register  of  freeholders,  where  the  townlands  are  also  mentioned. 

13809.  When  you  sent  him  the  whole  list,  as  comprising  the  names  of  those 
who  were  destitute,  all  of  whom  ought  to  be  put  on,  in  what  way  do  you  think 

e ought  to  have  selected  the  persons  if  he  could  get  no  information  r — I think 
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he  should  have  selected  those  in  the  first  instance  who  had  pretty  large  families, 
without  land. 

13810.  Did  he  not  do  so?— No,  I do  not  think  he  did;  for  in  general 
parties  with  land  were  selected,  and  parties  without  land  left  off. 

13811.  Where  was  Captain  Wynne  when  you  sent  him  that  list  ? — I suppose 
in  Ennis. 

13812.  How  far  from  the  place  where  your  committee  sat?— About  20 

miles-  „ 

13813.  Do  you  know  whether  the  necessity  for  his  attending  to  his  duties 
elsewhere  prevented  his  coining  to  your  committee,  or  applying  for  informa- 
tion before  he  made  the  selection  ? —I  cannot  say. 

13814.  Did  you,  on  the  5th  of  January,  send  a number  of  lists  of  destitute 
persons  to  Captain  Wynne  for  additional  employment  ? — I did. 

13815-  Dow  many  did  you  send  in  those  lists  for  additional  employmeut? 
—485. 

13816.  How  many  did  Captain  Wynne  select  for  employment  ?— He  selected 
224,  and  omitted  261. 

13817.  When  that  selection  was  made  known  to  you  and  to  the  committee, 
did  you  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  those  persons  selected  and 
those  omitted  ? — We  found  those  omitted  were  the  most  destitute. 

13818.  Did  you  ascertain  that  from  local  knowledge  and  from  personal  in- 
quiry?— From  both. 

13819.  Had  you  then  heard  that  Captain  Wynne,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
judgment  in  the  selection, had  adopted  a rule  applicable  to  the  general  district 
over  which  he  had  jurisdiction,  and  not  to  yours  in  particular  ?— I was  not 
aware  of  it. 

1 3820.  Did  he  ever  communicate  with  you  or  ask  your  committee  any  expla- 
nation, or  demand  from  them  any  information  as  to  the  condition  of  any  of 

those  persons  on  that  list  ?— Never. 

13821.  Was  he  within  a distance  which  would  have  enabled  him  to  do  so  it 
Ms  other  operations  had  permitted  it  r — I think  he  was. 

13822.  What  distance  was  it?— Twenty  miles.  _ . 

13823.  Did  the  manner  in  which  he  exercised  his  judgment  in  selecting 
persons  for  work  cause  dissatisfaction  in  the  committee  and  distress  amongst 
the  more  destitute  of  those  who  were  omitted  ? — Considerable  dissatisfaction 
and  very  great  distress.  ■ 

13824.  After  the  committee  were  dissatisfied  at  this  mode  01  selection,  aid 
you' apprize  Captain  Wynne  of  the  dissatisfaction,  or  desire  him  to  come  to  you 
for  better  information  than  he  had  got  before  ?— I apprized  him  of  the  dissatis- 
faction felt  by  the  committee.  . . „ _ „cn. 

13S25.  In  what  letter?— In  the  letter  of  10th  January,  enclosing  a re.o 

13826.  Is  the  resolution  in  evidence  ? — The  letter  and  resolution  are  ahead} 
in  evidence,  in  answer  to  Question  7455.  , , T 1047 

13S27.  Did  you  get  any  answer  to  that  letter?— Idid,of  llthJanmrj 

13828.  Has  that  been  put  in  already  ?— In  answer  to  Question  7453. 

13820.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  it  would  have  e . ’ ^ 
making  the  alterations,  to  have  applied,  if  possible,  to  a Person  => 
information,  than  to  have  adopted  any  fixed  rule  either  as  to  th  - 
family,  number  of  acres,  or  the  stock  ? — It  was.  . , , i 

i 3830.  Do  you  still  think  that  would  have  been  the  most  advisa  1 
I think  it  would  ; either  that  or  to  leave  the  selection  to  themselves.  j.g 

. 13831.  Do  you  state  that  a.  number  of  those  who  were  selected  or 
were  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  ? — Yes.  se  who 

13832.  And  that  those  persons  were  in  better  circumstances  man 


were  excluded  by  their  being  entered? — Yes.  n whether 

13833.  Could  Captain  Wynne,  in  any  way  whatever,  have  kno_  ^ 
they  were  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  or  not? — He  might  have  known  1 


poor-law  valuation,  had  he  seen  it.  _ . law  valua- 

13834.  By  the  inspection  of  the  townlands  mentioned  in  the  poo  - 

tionr— Yes.  . ctr-m^er,  and 

13835.  Would  it  not  have  been  a difficult  operation  for  a ,,  Joor.laff 
especially  one  having  many  difficult  duties  to  perform,  to  examine  r ^ 
valuation,  so  as  to  ascertain  whose  tenants  any  particular  pers  j 
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I think  it  would ; but  if  a person  were  anxious  to  find  it  out  he  could  have 
done  it. 

1 3S36.  Do  you  know  the  gross  number  of  those  employed  in  Captain 
Wynne’s  district  at  that  time  ? — I do  not. 

1->837.  Do  you  know  they  were  about  30,000  ? — I cannot  form  an  idea. 

23838.  Have  you  not  learnt  from  the  Parliamentary  returns,  or  heard  in 
the  district,  that  there  were  36,000  employed  ?— I think  I have  learnt  so  from 
the  Parliamentary  Returns. 

23839.  Was  not  the  number  so  great  that  it  would  render  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  an  inspecting  officer  to  examine  into  the  townlands  of  the  poor- 
law  valuation  so  as  to  catch  any  particular  tenants  ? — I think  it  would  be  a 


very  arduous  duty. 

13840.  If,  instead  of  adopting  a rule,  Captain  Wynne  had  made  inquiries  of 
any  of  the  Board’s  officers,  the  local  engineer,  or  the  check  clerks  or  overseers, 
as  well  as  of  the  local  committee,  might  he  not  have  ascertained  whose  tenants 
any  particular  people  were,  as  well  as  their  circumstances  ? — I think  he  might. 

13S41.  That  would  have  taken  considerable  time,  would  it  not? — I think  it 
would. 

13842.  Mr.  TV.  Williams .]  If  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  been 
desirous  of  ascertaining  whose  tenants  the  different  persons  on  the  list  were, 
you  would  have  furnished  him  with  the  information  at  once,  I suppose  ? — 
Unquestionably. 

13843.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  other  remark  to  make  on  those  lists  you 
sent  in  to  Captain  Wynne  on  the  5th  January  ? — I am  not  aware  of  any  other 
remark  except  those  already  made ; that  the  destitute  were  omitted,  and  the 
least  destitute  selected,  and  that  the  committee  complained  of  the  selection, 
and  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  their  remonstrances. 

13844.  Mr.  Bclleiv.]  When  that  list  was  given,  what  number  had  the 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  given  the  committee  reason  to  suppose  they 
could  employ?— I think  Mr.  Gamble  stated  at  Liscannor  on  the  17th  Decem- 
ber, that  upon  the  lists  being  furnished,  he  would  endeavour  to  put  100  addi- 
tional men  to  work,  and  the  committee  said  they  hoped  he  would  not  confine 
himself  to  that ; that  the  destitution  was  very  great,  and  the  numbers  ought  to 
be  increased. 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
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13845.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  And  then  you  state,  you  sent  in  a list  of  persons 
whom  you  considered  to  be  destitute,  to  the  extent  of  485  ? Yes. 

13846.  Chairman.]  What  proportion  did  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  included  in 
that  list,  bear  to  the  gross  number  of  485  ? — There  were  43  of  his  tenants  on 
the  Birchfield  property  returned,  and  I think  24  from  the  Carhuduff  property ; 
that  would  be  67- 

13847.  Were  the  Birchfield  tenants,  to  your  knowledge,  in  a state  ot  destitu- 
tion?— They  were. 

13848.  And  fit  objects  to  be  put  on  the  works  ?— ' They  were,  indeed. 

13849.  How  many  of  those  43  did  Captain  Wynne  select  for  the  work.— 

I think  there  were  about  40  selected  from  the  Birchfield  property. 

13850.  Out  of  43  ?— Yes. 

13851.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Selected  by  Captain  Wynne  ?— Yes ; and  some  of 
those  got  more  than  the  committee  called  for.  _ . 

13852.  Chairman.]  How  many  got  more  than  the  committee  asked  tor  . 
Four  of  them.  . 2 u 

13853.  You  mean  more  men  at  work  than  the  committee  asked  tor . ne 
selected  more  men  than  the  committee  called  for.  . . , 

13854.  How  many  tenants  had  Mr.  O’Brien  altogether  on  the  Birchfield 
property  out  of  which  those  43  were  given? — He  had  about  178  tenants  on 
the  Birchfield  property.  . , 

13855.  Were  those  applications  in  respect  of  the.  43  tenants,  for  second 
members  in  the  family  or  the  first  ?— Some  of  them  were  for  second,  and  some 
of  them  were  for  first ; some  of  them  had  none  on  the  works  up  to  that  time. 

13856.  Mr.  Bellew.)  If  the  officers  told  you  they  could  only  employ  iuu, 
would  not  the  natural  thing  he  for  the  committee  only  to  send  in  100  . iue 
committee  did  not  take  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Gamble  would  hold  to  what  e 
stated,  because  he  stated  it  not  in  a positive  way,  and  the  committee  ex- 
pressed a hope  that  he  would  not  confine  himself  to  100  names. 
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13857.  Were  the  committees  which  Captain  Wynne  had  to  attend  at  En  '■ 
timon,  Kilfenora,  and  Fisher-street,  lying  in  the  same  part  of  the  district'll 
They  were  all  in  West  Clare. 

13858.  Were  they  near  to  each  other? — Ennistimon  was  about  five  mil’ 
Fisher-street,  coming  by  the  coast,  about  four  miles,  and  Kilfenora  eight  * 
nine  miles.  ° 01 

13859.  In  consequence  of  Captain  Wynne  taking  no  step  with  regard  to  the 
letter  and  resolution  you  sent  him,  were  the  persons  whom  he  selected  nhlio-J 
to  be  employed? — Yes.  0 

13860.  Did  you  afterwards  call  Captain  Gordon’s  attention  to  that  selection'' 
— I did. 

13861.  Did  you  complain  to  him  that  Captain  Wynne  had  not  paid  attention 
to  your  communication  ? — I complained  of  the  selection  he  made. 

13862.  Will  you  deliver  in  the  minute-book? — I will. 

[The  same  was  delivered  in,  and  is  as  follows :] 

Minute  Book  of  the  Committee  acting  under  the  Relief  Act,  for  the  Parishes  oi 
Kilmacrihy  and  Kilispuglinane,  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 


Names  of  the  Committee. 


1.  Cornelius  O’Brien, m.p.,  Chairman. 

2.  John  M'Namara. 

3.  Morgan  O’Loughlin. 

4.  Austin  Greene. 

5.  Peter  O’Loughlin. 

6.  George  Greene. 

7.  Michael  Considine. 

8.  James  O’Gorman. 

9.  Rev.  T.  Shannon,  p.  p. 

10.  Rev.  T.  Shannon,  a.  c.c. 


11.  Daniel  Considine. 

12.  Cornelius  Kerin. 

13.  John  Lysaght. 

14.  Thomas  Finucane. 

15.  William  Conole. 

16.  Andrew  Lysaght,  Bar.  Law. 

17.  Archdeacon  Whitty. 

18.  Captain  Morriss,  a.  n. 

19.  Francis  Kittson,  s.  j. 

20.  Charles  A.  Morris,  c.  e. 


Birchfield,  23  October  1846, 
Parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Kilispuglinane, 
Sir,  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 

I have,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  for  those  parishes,  to  express  their  great  surprise 
and  regret  that  the  works  presented  for  the  relief  of  the  starving  population  have  not  yet 
been  commenced.  I suppose  you  are  aware  that  Lieutenant  Baillie  received  nearly  all  the 
lists  of  men  to  be  put  on  the  several  works  approved  of  in  those  parishes,  and  that  the 
committee  deemed  it  prudent  to  suspend  the  works  until  the  works  purposely  presented  for 
the  accommodation  ot  Liscannor  and  other  districts  should  be  approved  of.  They  did  so  to 
avoid  the  appearance  of  partiality,  and  because  the  neglected  districts  happened  to  be  the 
most  populous  and  destitute.  1 entreat  of  you  to  visit  us  immediately,  and  if  possible 
adopt  some  means  to  appease  the  discontent  which  now  prevails  among  all  classes,  and 
thereby  preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  avert  the  danger  which  threatens  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  resident  gentry. 

I cannot  understand  why  the  attention  of  the  Board  has  not  been  drawn  to  the  works 
before  alluded  to.  If  all  the  works  are  not  commenced  on  Monday,  I apprehend  the  most 
serious  consequences.  I shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  here,  and  afford  you  all  the 
information  in  my  power. 

Expecting  the  favour  of  an  early  reply, 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq. 

Board  of  Works’  Office,  Ennis. 


I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 


■De“  Sir.  . Birchfield,  Lahinch,  23  October  1846. 

We  are  in  a deplorable  state  here,  respecting  the  works  presented  for  under  the  Reliet 
Act.  I have  written  by  this  post  to  Mr.  Gamble  on  the  subject;  and  as  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  destitute  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  wretched  village  of  Liscannor,  and  of 
the  populous  district  at  Clahanes,  I request  you  will  communicate  with  him  on  the  subject ; 
1 assure  you  the  statements  I made  in  my  letter  to  him  are  well  founded.  Our  workhouse 
now  contains  nearly  100  over  the  number  which  it  was  intended  to  contain,  and  one  cannot 
stir  out  without  observing  numerous  and  evident  marks  of  starvation.  We  cannot  with  safety 
commence  any  of  the  works  until  employment  is  found  for  those  Liscannor  people,  and  none 
ot  the  works  approved  of  are  within  their  reach. 


John  Hill,  Esq. 

County  Surveyor’s  Office,  Ennis. 


Faithfully  yours,  . 

(signed)  Cornelius  0 Brien. 
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Committee-room,  1 November  1846. 

At  a meeting  held  this  day  under  the  Relief  Act,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  in  the 
chair,  it  was  uanimously  resolved.  That  the  works  opened  and  in  progress,  and  those  about 
to  be  opened  in  those  parishes,  are  not  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  more  than  one-half 
the  destitute  population ; and  that  our  chairman  be  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to 
Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  district  engineer,  and  urge  him  in  the  strongest  terms  to  examine  the 
other  works  for  which  presentments  have  been  granted,  and  to  take  immediate  measures 
for  their  execution,  and  to  express  our  decided  opinion  that  more  works  must  be  opened 
and  continuous  employment  provided  for-  the  people ; and  that  he  will  further  intimate  to 
him,  that  we  apprehend  the  inmates  of  the  poorhouse,  now  beyond  the  regulation  number, 
are  likely  to  be  put  out  of  that  establishment  for  want  of  funds,  or  a market  where  food 
could  be  purchased. 

It  was  also  resolved,  That  the  several  members  of  the  committee  do  get  notice  to  attend 
at  Liscannor,  on  Wednesday  next,  to  receive  Mr.  Gamble’s  answer;  and,  in  future,  upon 
Sundays  and  Wednesdays,  to  examine  the  lists  and  transact  other  business. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien, 

for  the  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 


22  June  1847. 


The  following  letters  were  then  addressed  by  the  chairman  to  Mr.  Gamble  : — 

Sir,  Birchfield,  Lahinch,  1 November  1846. 

The  enclosed  resolution  speaks  for  itself,  and,  as  the  representative  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
calls  for  your  serious  and  immediate  consideration.  I beg  to  hear  from  you  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

I am,  &c. 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien, 

Office  Board  of  Works,  Ennis.  Chairman. 

After  the  disposal  of  some  routine  business,  the  committee  adjourned  their  meeting  to 
Wednesday,  the  4th  November  instant. 


Committee-room  for  the  Parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Killispuglinane, 

4 November  1846. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  the  committee  met  this  day  at  12  o’clock,  Cornelius  0’Brienr 
esq.  m.p.,  in  the  chair. 

The  chairman  opened  the  proceedings  by  reading  a letter  from  Mr.  Gamble  in  reply  to 
the  resolution  of  the  1st  instant.  The  chairman  also  read  a letter  from  Mr.  Wynne,  in- 
specting officer,  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  men  employed  on  the  several  works. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  passed  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  district  engineer,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
written  by  our  chairman,  pursuant  to  our  resolution  of  the  1st  instant,  is  most  satisfactory, 
and  entitles  him  to  our  best  thanks,  which  we  request  our  chairman  to  express  in  suitable 
terms. 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  acquaint  Mr.  Gamble  that  those  parishes  contain 
nearly  1,000  families,  and  that,  considering  the  high  price  of  provisions,  it  will  in  many 
cases  be  necessary  to  employ  two  men  out  of  each,  and  that  for  that  purpose  more  of  the 
works  for  which  presentments  were  made  must  be  opened ; and  further,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  convene  another  sessions,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  additional  presentments  granted. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  our  chairman  to 
Samuel  Gamble,  esq. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  deep  regret  the  great  numbers  of  men  now  unem- 
ployed, and  in  a state  of  great  destitution,  and  the  great  delay  given  to  many  works, 
especially  in  localities  where  the  people  are  lamentably  distressed ; whilst  useful  works, 
approved  of  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood, 
are  not  yet  opened.  Among  many  others  we  now  instance  the  cutting  of  the  hills  on 
Sandfield,  Ballyhean  and  Cahericahie,  surrounded  as  they  are  by  a dense  population,  who 
are  now  in  a deplorable  state  of  destitution,  and  have  no  other  work  open  where  they 
could  be  employed ; and  that  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of 
W orks. 

The  last  preceding  resolution  was  then  entrusted  to  Mr.  Walsh,  who  undertook  to 
forward  same  to  Mr.  Baron  Richards,  and  to  urge  his  Lordship  to  wait  upon  the  Board  of 
'y  orks  and  press  the  purport  of  it.  The  three  first  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Gamble  by  the  chairman,  in  the  following  letter : — 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  4 November  1846. 

w is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I entirely  concur  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  you, 
as  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  which  I send  you  a copy.  Previous  to  the  receipt  of 
jour  letter,  we  had  740  men  employed,  and  I have  just  received  an  intimation  that  180 
more  will  be  put  on  the  several  works  in  progress  on  Monday  next.  I am  happy  to  tell 
jou  that  the  poor  people  in  this  district  have  borne  their  unexampled  privations  with  the 
U most  patience,  and  that  they  are  now  perfectly  reconciled  to  task-work. 

°.1°5.  4X  I beg 
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I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  second  resolution,  and  to  observe  that  several 
of  the  works  now  in  progress  will  be  very  soon  finished,  and  that  it  is  fit  that  we  should 
be  prepared  to  transfer  the  labourers  to  new  works. 

1 r I am,  &c. 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien. 

Office  Board  of  Works,  Ennis. 

Additional  lists  were  then  filled  of  20  men  each,  for  the  Ballyfaddeen  road,  and  for  part 
of  the  Kilshauny  road,  in  the  parish  of  Killispuglinane ; and  it  being  intimated  to  the  com- 
mittee that  an  order  for  additional  men  for  the  works  in  progress  was  given  by  Mr.  Millett, 
for  Monday  next,  the  committee  adjourned  to  Sunday. 


Committee-room,  8 November  1846. 

The  Committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour  ; Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.  in  the  chair. 

Some  of  the  stewards’  lists  were  examined.  An  additional  list  of  50  men  for  the  Logh- 
lone  Hills  was  filled  up.  Some  of  the  men  on  the  Lough  road  and  Lislorkin  Hills  were  re- 
moved to  Loughloun,  and  others  from  Caherbarna,  &c.,  substituted  in  their  place. 

The  Moymore  and  Moher  lists  not  having  been  sent  in,  the  committee  were  unable  to 
fill  up  the  additional  lists  for  those  roads,  and  in  consequence  were  obliged  to  adjourn  to 
Monday,  the  9th  instant,  when  all  the  stewards  were  directed  to  send  in  their  fists  and 
account  books  to  the  committee  by  12  o’clock. 


Committee-room,  9 November  1846. 

The  Committee  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.p., 
in  the  chair. 

A member  of  the  committee  having  stated  that  the  gullets  on  the  Loghlone  road  were  given 
to  a stranger  to  build,  and  that  they  were  not  being  made  sufficiently  large  to  drain  away 
the  water  on  the  adjoining  lands,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  and 
entrusted  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  for  delivery  to  Mr.  Galway,  the  engineer. 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  represent  to  the  resident  engineer,  that  the  person 
employed  to  build  the  gullets  on  the  Loghlone  road  is  a stranger,  and  that  the  committee 
will  find  persons  requiring  relief  in  the  locality,  capable  of  performing  the  work  better  and 
on  cheaper  terms ; and  that  he  do  also  represent  to  him  the  advantage  of  consulting  the 
committee  in  reference  to  such  works,  rather  than  the  stewards. 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

The  committee  having  had  reason  to  suspect  that  the  stewards  on  the  Moher  and 
Moymore  roads  were  tampering  with  the  lists  after  they  had  been  settled  by  the  com- 
mittee, despatched  special  messengers  to  those  stewards  for  their  lists  and  account 
books,  in  order  to  check  same ; and  after  waiting  until  near  five  o’clock  the  messenger 
•returned,  saying  that  the  steward  on  the  Moher  road  declined  to  send  in  his  additional 
list;  and  in  like  manner  that  the  steward  on  the  Moymore  road  refused  to  send  in  his 
account  book  ; in  consequence  of  which  the  committee  were  unable  to  complete  the  addi- 
tional list  for  Moher  of  20  men,  and  also  the  additional  list  for  Moymore  of  50  men. 

The  list  for  the  Sea-coast  road  was  then  examined,  some  changes  made  in  it,  and  the  10 
additional  names  added.  . 

The  St.  Bridget’s  Hill  list  was  also  examined,  and  two  men  introduced,  in  the  room  01 
two  who  had  left  the  work. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


Liscannor  Committee  Room, 

11  November  1846- 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Killispuglinane, 
held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.  m.  p.,  in  the  chair,  on  the  motion  of  the  chairman, 
seconded  by  John  Macnamara,  esq.  j.  p. — . f 

It  was  unanimously  resolved,  That,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  and  high  price  0 
every  article  of  food,  the  imposition  practised  on  the  poor  by  retailers,  and  the  wages  0 
the  destitute  labourers  employed  being  insufficient  for  the  support  of  their  families,  1 
becomes  necessary  to  open  a subscription  list,  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  corn  meal  Irom 
wholesale  merchants  in  Limerick,  Cork,  or  Galway,  to  be  sold  out  in  stones,  or  larg 
quantities,  to  the  labouring  classes,  for  ready  money,  at  cost  price,  and  given  gratuitous  y 
to  such  as  may,  from  age  or  infirmity,  be  unable  to  work,  subject  to  such  exceptions  an 
regulations  as  may  be  hereafter  made  concerning  the  fund  to  be  so  raised  ; and  that  ou^ 
secretary  do  address  letters  to  the  resident  and  non-resident  proprietors  and  holders 
land  in  those  parishes,  soliciting  their  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  funds  to  be  raised  for  ^ 
purpose,  and  that  he  do  inform  each  proprietor  of  the  number  of  families  residing  on  » 
estate  requiring  relief,  and  desiring  to  know  whether  he  intends  his  subscription  for  gene 
or  particular  use. 

And  it  is  also  resolved,  That  Mr.  Peter  O’Loughlin  be  requested  to  act  as  treasurer,  an 
Mr.  John  Higgins  as  secretary. 
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The  following  resolution  was  also  passed  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  stewards  on  the  several  public  works  in  those  parishes,  who  refused 
to  send  in  their  respective  lists  and  books  for  inspection,  have  been  guilty  of  contempt 
towards  this  committee ; and  that  in  case  they  persist  in  such  conduct,  our  chairman  be 
requested  to  call  on  the  resident  engineer  and  remonstrate  with  him,  with  a view  to  their 
dismissal ; and  further,  that  our  secretary  be  directed  to  require  the  several  stewards  in 
future  to  send  in  their  lists  and  books  to  the  committee  on  Wednesdays  and  Sundays,  before 
the  hour  of  12  o’clock,  and  that  he  do  forward  a copy  of  this  resolution  to  each  of  them. 

Copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  each  of  the  following  stewards 
Thomas  Kinnane,  Lislorkan  Hills ; Pat  Reedy,  Ballyfaddeen  road  ; Michael  Connole, 
Lough  road;  James  Nagle,  Moher  road ; Daniel  Guthrie,  Louohlone  road ; Pat  Sharry, 
St.  Bridget’s  Hills;  Roger  Laheen,  Spa  Hills;  John  Healy,  Ballingaddy  road;  Austin 
Tierney  and  Manus  Shannon,  Moymore  road. 

A letter  was  then  read  from  the  Rev.  Timy.  Shannon,  enclosing  additional  lists  filled  up 
for  the  Moymore  and  Ballingaddy  roads,  which  being  approved  of  by  the  committee  and 
signed  by  the  chairman,  were  handed  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon  for  delivery  to  Mr. 
Galway. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Sunday  next,  at  the  usual  hour. 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 


22  June  1847. 


Committee  Room,  15  November  1846. 

The  relief  committee  met  this  day  at  two  o’clock ; Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.,  m.p.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  stewards’  lists  were  examined,  and  several  alterations  made  by  substituting  persons 
in  the  place  of  absentees. 

Four  men  on  the  Spa  Hill  work  were  discharged  by  the  committee  for  drunkenness  and 
riot  on  Saturday  evening,  after  getting  their  hire  paid,  and  the  stewards  were  cautioned  to 
report  to  the  committee  any  similar  case  of  misconduct  that  might  come  within  their  know- 
ledge. 

No  further  business  being  to  be  transacted  the  meeting  adjourned,  it  being  first  arranged 
that  the  committee  should  in  future  meet  but  once  a week,  namely,  on  every  Wednesday, 
and  that  the  committee  room  should  be  removed  to  Mr.  Michael  Lysaght’s,  Liscannor. 


Committee  Room,  18  November  1846. 

The  relief  committee  met  this  day  for  the  transaction  of  business;  Cornelius  O’Brien, 
Esq.,  m.p.,  in  the  chair. 

The  chairman  displaced  three  men  on  the  Shore  road  to  make  room  for  Moher  men ; one 
vacancy  on  the  Sea-wall  was  filled  up  and  another  on  Lislorkan  Hill.  A list  of  horses  for 
the  Loghlone  Hills  for  the  ensuing  week  was  made  out  and  sent  to  the  steward. 

The  subject  of  the  former  resolutions  relative  to  the  relief  fund  was  then  further  discussed, 
when  an  additional  resolution  was  prepared  by  the  chairman,  and  highly  approved  of.  Mr. 
M‘Namara  made  some  further  suggestions,  and  took  home  the  resolutions  with  a view  to 
embody  in  them  any  amendments  he  thought  necessary,  previously  to  their  being  finally 
adopted  by  the  committee,  and  letters  addressed  to  the  landed  proprietors  soliciting  their 
subscriptions.  The  stewards,  with  three  exceptions,  having  neglected  to  send  in  their  ac- 
count books,  though  each  of  them  got  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  11th  instant,  the 
committee  were  obliged  to  adjourn  to  this  day  week. 


Committee-room,  22  November  1846. 

It  having  been  intimated  to  the  chairman  that  the  Sandfield  Hills  would  be  opened  on 
Monday  the  23d  instant,  and  that  60  men  would  be  required  for  same,  it  became  necessary 
for  the  committee  to  meet  this  day  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  lists.  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  Esq.  m.p.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Moymore  list  having  been  examined,  the  Sandfield  and  Knocknaraha  men  were 
removed  from  that  work  and  placed  on  the  Sandfield  Hills.  A list  of  60  men  was  then 
made  out,  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Galway  the  engineer.  An  addi- 
tional list  was  then  made  out  for  the  Moymore  road,  of  persons  to  be  substituted  in  the 
room  of  those  removed  to  Sandfield,  when  26  vacancies  were  filled  up,  composed  princi- 
pally of  a second  person  from  destitute  families  numbering  not  less  than  10  in  each  family. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next. 


Committee-room,  25  November  1846. 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee,  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p.,  in  the  chair : 
The  chairman  having  read  the  letter  of  Edward  Wynne,  esq.,  inspecting  officer,  dated 
the  23d  instant,  relative  to  a revision  of  the  lists,  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  That  our 
chairman  do  inform  Mr.  Wynne  that  the  lists  of  the  persons  employed  on  the  several  works 
in  progress  in  these  parishes  have  been  prepared  after  the  closest  examination,  and 
hat  none  were  put  on  save  members  of  families  in  absolute  destitution ; and  further,  that 
he  committee  were  not  enabled  to  place  more  than  one  person  out  of  each  family  .on  the 
tuf’  SaVe  *a  a ^ew  cases  where  the  number  of  the  families  exceeded  ten,  and  that  there  are 
s ul  a large  number  of  equally  large  families  from  whom,  a second  person  cannot  be 
O.105,  4X2  admitted. 
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admitted,  and  that  there  are  several  families  in  each  parish  who  have  not  as  yet  even  the 
advantage  of  one  man’s  wages,  although  in  equal  destitution  with  those  employed. 

The  chairman  forwarded  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Mr.  Wynne,  per  post,  this 
date. 

Several  of  the  works  in  progress  being  nearly  completed,  and  the  number  of  men  on  the 
Lislorkan  Hill  having  been  this  day  reduced  to  20,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted- 
It  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by  John  M'Namara,  esq.  j.p.,  Resolved 
That  inasmuch  as  several  of  the  works  now  in  progress,  viz.  the  hill  at  Caheradoo,  in 
the  parish  of  Kilispuglinane,  and  the  hills  at  Lislorkan,  Spo  Hill,  and  St.  Bridget’s,  in  the 
parish  of  Kilmacrihy,  are  nearly  finished,  and  inasmuch  as  30  men  were  this  day  dis- 
charged from  the  work  at  Lislorkan,  for  whom  there  is  at  present  no  other  employment,  it 
is  necessary  that  new  works,  for  which  presentments  have  been  made,  should  be  forthwith 
opened  to  give  employment  to  the  persons  so  discharged,  as  well  as  to  those  at  present 
engaged  on  the  works  before-mentioned,  and  that  arrangements  should  be  made  to  prevent 
any  delay  between  the  completion  of  the  old  and  commencement  of_the  new  works;  and 
that  our  chairman  be  requested  to  forward  a copy  of  this  resolution  to  Samuel  Gamble,  esq., 
district  engineer,  and  to  urge  him  forthwith  to  select  new  works,  and  to  impress  upon  hinl 
how  desirable  it  is  to  have  the  people  employed  near  their  respective  homes. 

Said  last  resolution  was  also  forwarded  by  the  chairman,  per  this  post,  to  Mr.  Gamble, 
with  a letter  to  the  desired  effect. 

The  subject  of  the  subscription  list  was  again  further  discussed,  and  several  members  of 
tire  committee  undertook  by  the  next  meeting  day  to  have  lists  of  the  number  of  families 
on  each  proprietor’s  estate  requiring  relief,  with  a view  to  state  same  in  the  circulars  to 
be  issued. 

Some  of  the  lists  having  been  examined,  alterations  were  made  in  those  of  Lough  and 
Sandfield,  and  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  2 December  1846. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour ; Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  iu  the 
chair.  The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  the  chairman  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Morgan 
O’Loughlin,  was  adopted:  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
interference  of  any  member  of  it  in  respect  to  the  placing  or  displacing  of  men  on  the  works, 
or  the  giving  of  horse  work,  without  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  is  incorrect  and  tends 
to  great  confusion. 

It  was  also  resolved,  That  any  person  applying  for  a second  man  upon  any  of  the 
works  in  progress  shall  produce  a certificate  from  the  steward  of  a vacancy,  or  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  committee  that  there  is  a third  man  on  the  work  or  works  in  the  district 
from  one  house,  and  for  the  support  of  one  family. 

It  appearing  to  the  committee  that  there  was  a third  man  from  the  house  of  John  Jordan, 
of  Liscannor,  on  the  works,  his  step-son,  Michael  Keane,  was  struck  out  of  the  Shore  road 
list,  and  Andrew  Doolan  substituted ; Michael  Leary  was  substituted  for  his  father  Pat,  on 
the  Derry  road.  The  committee  sat  until  four  o’clock,  and  no  further  business  being  to  be 
transacted,  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  9 December  1846. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  this  day  at  the  usual  hour; 
C.  O’Brien,  esq.  m.p.,  in  the  chair.  , 

It  appearing  to  the  committee  that  a number  of  applications  for  work  were  made  by 
single  men  ana  servant  boys,  who  had  voluntarily  left  their  service,  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  adopt  the  following  resolution : , 

Resolved,  That  the  applications  of  servant  boys  or  single  men  for  employment  on  e 
public  works  shall  be  rejected  until  destitute  families,  consisting  of  six  members  an 
upwards,  shall  have  the  advantage  of  two  men.  , 

The  chairman  brought  before  the  committee  the  gross  misconduct  of  the  steward  on  e 
Sandfield  Hills,  in  writing  to  Baron  Richards,  accusing  the  committee  of  partiality  an 
injustice  in  the  selection  of  the  workmen,  &c. ; and  submitted  that  such  a man  should  no 
be  retained  as  steward  over  the  works.  . 

Mr.  JohnM'Namara  (and  other  members  of  the  committee)  coincided  with  the  chairman, 
and  deprecated  in  strong  terms  the  conduct  of  the  steward,  and  said  that  unless  same 
was  fully  investigated,  he  for  one  would  retire  from  the  committee.  T , 

The  following  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  seconded  by  Jo 
M'Namara,  Esq.,  j.  p.  was  then  passed : . . . 

That  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  head  engineer,  be  called  upon  to  investigate  the  complain 
preferred  by  Pat  M'Mahon,  steward  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  against  this  committee, 
partiality  in  the  selection  of  labourers,  and  against  the  Board  of  Works  for  waste  01 
public  money  by  reason  of  expending  the  hire  of  200  men  in  removing  the  su“^ce  ,ot  ta 
hills  and  putting  it  back  again,  and  for  having  set  the  men  to  work  from  Monday 
Thursday  without  the  attendance  of  an  engineer  to  lay  it  out,  and  that  Mr.  Gam 
requested  to  report  thereon.  ,.  . • t 

Mr.  John  M'Namara  then  alluded  to  the  scarcity  of  employment  still  in  this  1S  ^ 
considering  the  large  number  of  destitute  people  depending  solely  upon  the  public  w 
for  relief,  and  urged  in  strong  terms  the  necessity  of  calling  immediately  for  more  wo 
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The  following  resolution  to  that  effect  was  accordingly  passed  : 

Moved  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p.,  seconded  by  Mr.  Michael  Considine,  Tliat 
it  appears  to  this  committee  that  there  are  a large  number  of  destitute  families  in  this 
district  without  having  even  one  man  employed  on  the  public  works,  and  that  Samuel 
Gamble,  Esq.,  head  engineer,  be  requested  forthwith  to  increase  the  number  of  men  at 
present  employed  on  the  Sandfield  and  Ballyhean  Hills,  by  adding  40  to  the  first  work  and 
30  to  the  latter,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  residing  in  those  localities,  and  that  he 
be  requested  forthwith  to  open  new  works  to  give  employment  to  persons  now  engaged  on 
those  which  are  drawing  to  a close,  as  well  as  to  the  large  number  of  persons  hitherto 
employed. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon  complained  of  the  conduct  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  not 
measuring  the  contract  work,  as  the  people  had  been  led  to  believe  that  they  would  be 
paid  by  task,  and  worked  accordingly ; but  not  seeing  any  sign  of  being  paid  by 
measurement,  and  not  knowing  the  price  at  which  they  were  working,  they  became  very 
dissatisfied,  and  the  result  was  likely  to  be  very  injurious  ; he  also  complained  of  the  total 
want  of  tools  and  consequent  waste  of  the  funds.  The  chairman  fully  agreed  with  Mr. 
Shannon,  and  said  it  was  most  disgraceful  in  any  civilized  country  to  see  people  working 
as  they  were  without  tools  of  any  description,  the  men  for  want  of  barrows  being  obliged 
to  carry  large  stones  between  their  hands  and  on  their  backs ; he  also  complained  of  the 
non-measurement  of  the  work  done,  and  stated  that  the  consequence  was  likely  to  be  very 
injurious,  as  the  labourers  lost  all  confidence  in  the  assurance  of  the  Board  that  they  were 
to  he  paid  by  task. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  : Moved  by  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Mr. 
George  Greene,  that  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Works  insisted  upon  paying  by  measure- 
ment, and  inasmuch  as  this  committee  used  all  its  influence  in  persuading  the  labourers 
on  the  several  works  to  adopt  the  Board’s  plan,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  dissatisfaction 
felt  by  the  labourers,  whose  works  have  not  as  yet  been  measured,  deserved  the  most 
serious  consideration,  as  involving  a double  breach  of  faith,  and  that  Mr.  Gamble  be 
requested  to  enable  the  committee  to  satisfy  the  labourers  on  the  subject ; and  further,  that 
our  chairman  do  submit  to  Mr.  Gamble  that  it  is  fit  that  the  labourers  should  know  the 
prices  to  be  allowed  for  the  contract  work. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Augustine  Greene,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morgan  O’ Lougblin,  That  our  chair- 
man do  represent  to  Mr.  Gamble  the  general  complaint  in  this  district  of  the  want  of  all 
necessary  implements  and  the  consequent  waste  of  the  money  presented  for  the  several 
works ; and  that  he  do  also  call  his  attention  to  the  large  expenditure  for  horse  hire, 
and  the  great  saving  that  would  arise  from  the  use  of  good  wheelbarrows ; and  that  our 
chairman  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  Mr.  Gamble,  and  call  his 
immediate  attention  thereto. 

Copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  signed  by  the  chairman,  were  handed  to  Mr.  Gamble 
by  the  secretary  at  Ennistimon  on  the  10th  instant. 


Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  16  December  1S46. 

At  a meeting  of  the  committee  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.,  m.  p.,  in  the 
chair : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  desirable  for  every  member  of  this  committee  to  use  bis  ut- 
most exertion  and  advice  to  induce  the  people  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order  during  and 
subsequent  to  the  holding  of  the  investigation  about  to  take  place  here  to-morrow ; and 
further,  that  our  secretary  be  requested  to  extract  from  the  several  lists  the  names  and  resi- 
dences of  the  several  tenants  residing  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  estate  in  these  parishes,  speci- 
fying the  number  of  each  family,  the  quantity  of  land  possessed  by  each  tenant,  his  stock 
and  provision,  and  the  number  of  men  belonging  to  each  family  receiving  employment  on 
the  public  works. 

In  consequence  of  the  complaint  of  William  Cassidy,  a labourer  employed  by  John 
Carroll,  a road  contractor,  stating  that  he  only  receives  8d.  a day,  and  that  not  constantly ; 
that  he  has  not  been  at  work  for  the  last  three  days ; that  he  has  six  in  family,  without 
land  or  substance  of  any  kind;  and  that  his  family  were  without  food  yesterday ; 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Connole,  one  of  the  committee,  be  requested  to  intimate  to 
the  said  John  Carroll  and  to  all  other  road  contractors  in  the  district,  that  unless  they 
■undertake  to  give  the  men  in  their  employment,  during  the  present  high  price  of  provisions, 
constant  work  at  10  d.  a day,  that  the  committee  have  determined  to  place  them  on  the 
Board  of  Works ; and  it  is  further  resolved  that  room  be  made  for  Cassidy  on  the  works 
at  Clahanes. 

Daniel  Conole,  on  the  Shore  road,  was  then  struck  off  the  list  and  Cassidy  substituted 
for  him.  The  following  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  conduct  of  this  committee  has  been  impugned  for  gross 
partiality  and  mismanagement  in  the  selection  of  objects  for  relief,  a sub-committee,  con- 
sisting of  John  M'Namara,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p.,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
shannon,  n.  c.  c.,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  day,  and  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow  to  receive  the  same. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 

0’105*  4x3 


Mr.  J.  His 
2!s  June  1 
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Committee-room,  17  December  1846 

The  committee  met  this  day  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday,  Cornelius  O’Brien 
Esq.  M.  p.,  in  the  chair. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings.  John  M'Namara  Esq 
chairman  of  the  sub-committee,  appointed  to  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Genera! 
committee  from  its  commencement,  then  produced  the  report,  and  having  read  same  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  : 

That  the  report  now  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  be  adopted,  and  that 
copies  thereof  be  forwarded  to  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works.  ’ 

Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  having  soon  after  arrived,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Gamble 
head  engineer,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  investigation  into  the  charges  preferred  against 
the  committee  by  Mr.  Westropp,  Dean  Stackpoole’s  agent,  and  several  respectable  Gentle- 
men (unconnected  with  the  committee)  being  in  attendance,  Mr.  O’Brien  proposed  thatMaior 
M'Namara,  m.p.,  should  take  the  chair,  which  he  accordingly  having  done,  Mr.  O’Bnen 
said  that  he  did  so  because  he  did  not  wish  to  act  as  chairman  pending  an  investio-aiion 
deeply  affecting  his  own  and  the  character  of  the  committee.  He  commented  on  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Westropp  from  the  inquiry,  and  assured  the  officers  of  the  Board  that  he 
should  give  every  facility  in  his  power  to  have  the  charges  fairly  inquired  into  and  the 
truth  elicited.  After  some  observations  from  Captain  Wynne,  and  a few  other  remarks 
from  members  of  the  committee,  Captain  Wynne  called  upon  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  to 
come  forward  and  state  their  complaints.  They  appeared  reluctant  to  do  so,  but  after 
repeated  calls  both  from  the  committee  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  several  of 
them  presented  themselves,  but  denied  strongly  having  ever  memorialed  Mr.  Westropp 
or  made  the  slightest  complaint  to  him  of  the  committee.  They  further  stated,  that  they 
had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  committee,  who  treated  them  as  well  as  any  other  of  the 
tenants  on  the  adjoining  properties,  and  gave  them  work  as  far  forth  as  it  lay  in  their 

fiower.  The  secretary  then  produced  a return,  showing  that  out  of  85  heads  of  fanc- 
ies requiring  relief  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  property,  92  persons  were  in  actual  em- 
ployment, besides  a large  number  of  them  having  the  advantage  of  horse  and  ass 
work  in  addition,  as  well  as  the  quarrying  of  stones.  The  secretary  also  produced  an  extract 
from  the  census  of  1S41,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  families  within 
this  relief  district  amounted  to  1,044,  numbering  6,088  souls ; whilst  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed  under  the  Board  of  Works  only  amounted  to  1,040  or  thereabouts.  Cap- 
tain Wynne  then  declared  that  the  several  charges  were  utterly  unfounded,  that  there 
were  no  grounds  whatever  for  making  them,  and  that  it  reflected  no  credit  upon  Mr. 
Westropp  to  bring  them  forward  upon  such  vague  authority  as  it  appeared  he  had 
acted  upon,  and  that  he,  Captain  Wynne,  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  report  accordingly  to 
the  Board.  Major  M'Namara  having  been  moved  from  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Ti- 
mothy Shannon,  p.  r.,  called  thereto,  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  former  chairman,  for  his  dig- 
nified and  impartial  conduct,  was  unanimously  passed.  The  meeting  then  resolved  itself 
into  a meeting  of  the  committee,  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  chair.  A long  discussion  here 
ensued  between  the  committee  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  when  the  former 
strongly  urged  the  destitute  state  of  the  district,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  giving 
increased  employment  to  the  labouring  poor,  upon  the  attention  of  Mr.  Gamble  and  Cap- 
tain Wynne,  and  Mr.  Gamble  suggested  to  the  committee  the  prudence  of  revising  the 
several  lists  and  sending  them  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  that  he  would  then  make  arrange- 
ments to  increase  the  number  of  labourers  by  at  least  100.  The  chairman  undertook 
to  have  the  list  furnished  forthwith,  and  expressed  a hope  that  Mr.  Gamble  would  not 
limit  himself  to  100  men.  After  some  further  desultory  conversation  the  committee 
adjourned. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  20  December  1846. 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Kilispuglinane, 
held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.  p.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  again  call  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  to  our  resolution  of 
the  9th  instant,  and  urge  upon  him,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  necessity  of  giving  emplo)- 
ment  to  two  persons  out  of  each  family  consisting  of  six  and  upwards,  as  the  wages  o 
one  man  is  not  sufficient,  at  the  present  high  price  of  provision,  to  maintain  a family  con- 
sisting of  four  individuals,  and  that  the  wages  of  two  would  not  be  more  than  suffacien 
to  support  six;  and  that  he  will  also  urge  upon  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  the  necessity  ot 
opening  new  works,  for  which  presentments  have  been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
labour  to  the  destitute  poor  in  their  respective  localities ; and  that  unless  such  arrange- 
ments are  made  directly,  starvation,  pestilence,  and  death  will  be  the  consequence. 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  deem  it  their  duty  again  to  represent  to  the  district  engi- 
neer the  continued  great  waste  of  the  public  money,  and  the  injury  to  the  labourers 
obliged  to  work  by  task,  in  conducting  the  works  without  the  necessary  implements,  an 
that  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  such  neglect  and  mismanagement  involves  a loss 
of  at  least  cent,  per  cent. ; and  that  it  likewise  appears  to  them  that  one  half  of  the  cne 
clerks  employed  might  be  dispensed  with.  , 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  Mr.  Gamble  be  forthwith  called  to  the  fact,  that  tne 
Doolan  and  Derry  line  of  road  was  presented  and  passed  in  this  district,  and 
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Doolan  end  of  it  has  been  commenced  without  any  notice  to  this  committee;  whereas 
more  thau  three-fourths  of  the  line  passes  through  the  parish  of  Kilispuglinaue,  and  that 
the  men  now  employed  on  it  from  Killilagh  have  to  travel  a considerable  distance,  while 
it  passes  by  the  doors  of  a dense  and  destitute  population  in  the  parish  of  Kilispuglinaue, 
who  are  not  more  than  half  employed. 

The  foregoing  resolutions,  with  a copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  9th  instant,  were  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Gamble,  by  the  chairman,  in  the  following  letter : 

Dear  Sir,  Birchfield,  20  December  184(3. 

I beg  leave  to  transmit  copies  of  three  resolutions  passed  this  day,  by  the  Liscannor 
committee,  in  wrhich  I fully  concurred.  There  are  two  works  in  the  neighbourhood  for 
which  presentments  passed ; namely,  Ardacraw  Hill,  and  a new  road  through  Ballysteene 
and  Lislorkan,  which  would  afford  useful  employment  to  several  destitute  people  in  their 
immediate  localities.  I believe  the  money  presented  for  the  Moher  road,  now  in  progress, 
is  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  there  are  other  works  in  that  quarter  for  which  presentments 
were  also  granted.  I wish  you  could  find  time  to  judge  of  these  matters  with  your  own 
eyes,  and  by  your  decision,  one  way  or  the  other,  save  the  members  of  the  committee  from 
daily  and  hourly  persecution.  Some  of  the  committee  seem  to  think,  that  in  consequence 
of  recent  events,  it  was  desirable  that  some  other  person  should  be  the  medium  of  com- 
munication to  you ; but  entertaining  as  I do  a high  opinion  of  your  public  and  private 
character,  I begged  to  differ  with  them,  at  the  same  time  declaring  my  willingness  to 
resign  the  chair  if  requested  to  do  so. 

I am,  &c. 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Cornelius  O’Brien. 

Office  Board  of  Works,  Ennis. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  23  December  1846. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day  s proceedings,  the  chairman 
handed  in  Mr.  Gamble’s  reply  to  his  letter  enclosing  the  resolutions  of  the  20th,  which 
was  also  read  by  the  secretary. 

A large  number  of  persons  being  in  attendance  seeking  employment,  and  it  appearing  to 
the  committee  that  they  had  not  as  yet  received  any  employment,  the  committee  increased 
the  number  of  men  at  work  on  the  different  roads,  by  Mr.  Galway’s  permission,  as  fol- 
lows:— , . 

Bally  bean  Hills  -----  10  additional  men. 

Loglilone  Hills  -----  3 „ 

Moymore  road  -----  2 „ 

Sandfield  Hills  -----  6 „ 

Ranrah  Hills  -----  3 „ 

Moher  Road  -----  6 „ 


Two  men  from  Mr.  O’Brien’s  estate  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills  were  put  out  of  the  work,  and 
two  from  Dean  Stackpoole’s  estate  substituted ; two  more  were  put  out  on  the  Sea  Wall, 
and  Liscannor  and  Moher  men  substituted.  The  committee  then  adjourned. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  27  December  1846. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  Cornelius  O Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  in  the 

This  day  being  fixed  upon  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  against  Pat  M'Mahon, 
the  steward  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  Mr.  Galway,  the  local  engineer,  was  m attendance. 
The  inquiry  was  gone  into,  and  it  was  proved  that  M‘Mahon  had  entered  the  full  day  tor 
men  who  had  left  the  work  in  the  morning  and  gone  to  Ennistimon  on  their  own  business ; 
and  it  appeared  that  the  men  had  been  paid  their  full  wages.  M‘ Mahon  was  thereupon 
dismissed,  and  his  book  handed  over,  with  the  approbation  of  the  entire  committee,  to 
James  O’Brien,  of  Sandfield.  M'Mahon  and  his  son  were  then  placed  on  the  labour  list 
for  work.  . . . 

Mr.  Galway  gave  the  committee  an  order  for  30  additional  men,  and  promised  to  wri  e 
to  Mr.  Gamble,  and  urge  upon  his  attention  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  ot 
workmen.  The  committee  were  engaged  until  five  o’clock  in  the  selection  ot  me  mos 
destitute  objects  to  get  employment  out  of  the  30,  and  arranging  them  on  the  ditterent 
works,  so  as  to  give  an  equitable  portion  to  each  locality.  Horse  lists  were  then  prepare  , 
and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Committee-room,  Liscannor,  30  December  1846. 
The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  Cornelius  O Brien,  esq.,  m.  p,,  m t e 
chair.  The  chairman  stated  he  received  no  intimation  from  Mr.  Gamble,  since  eir  as 
...  • • - a i i ti, „ -..viont  was  then  warmlv  discussed  by 


chair.  The  chairman  stated  he  received  no  intimation  from  Mr.  Gamble,  since  eir  a 
meeting,  as  to  giving  increased  employment.  The  subject  was  then  warmly  discussed  by 
several  members  of  the  committee,  and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously  . 
- — ’ . „ . Inasmuch 
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Inasmuch  as  no  additional  employment  has  been  given,  notwithstanding  the  admission  of 
M r.  Galway,  at  our  last  meeting/ held  on  the  27th  instant,  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  increasino- 
the  number  of  labourers  by  at  least  200  : Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  again  call  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Gamble  to  his  (the  chairman’s)  letter  of  the  20th,  and  to  our  resolutions 
of  the  9th  and  20th  instant  enclosed  therein,  and  to  express  to  him  our  astonishment  that 
our  repeated  applications  have  not  been  attended  to. 

The  chairman  forwarded  a copy  of  said  resolution  to  Mr.  Gamble,  by  letter  of  the 
above  date. 

It  then  appearing  to  the  committee  that  there  were  three  or  four  small  families  having- 
two  men  on  the  works,  the  second  man  was  put  out  from  each,  to  make  room  for  persons 
who  had  no  employment. 

The  committee  sat  for  several  hours,  and  having  no  further  business  to  transact 
adjourned. 


Committee-room,  3 January  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  read  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  addressed  to  the  chairman, 
and  stating  that  until  the  revised  and  suplementary  lists  were  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne, 
he  could  not  increase  the  number  of  men  employed.  The  secretary  then  stated  that  he 
had  forwarded  the  revised  lists  to  Captain  Wynne  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  that  the  supple- 
mentary list  for  additional  men  was  in  progress.  The  subject  of  the  following  resolution 
having  been  fully  discussed,  the  same  was  unanimously  adopted.  It  appearing  that 
Mr.  Warren,  one  of  the  superintendents,  has  taken  upon  himself  to  employ  men  for 
quarrying  and  breaking  stones  for  the  Ballyvorda  and  Loghlone  Hills,  the  Lough  road, 
and  other  works  in  this  district,  whose  names  are  not  on  any  of  these  lists,  and  that  he  has 
also  appointed  a gangsman  on  the  Sandfield  Hills,  without  consulting  the  committee; 
Resolved,  That  such  interference  with  the  duty  of  the  committee  is  highly  reprehensible,  and 
productive  of  great  inconvenience,  and  that  our  secretary  do  enclose  a copy  of  the 
resolution  to  Wm.  Blood  Galway,  esq.,  district  engineer,  and  request  of  him  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  Mr.  Warren’s  conduct. 

The  foregoing  resolution  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Galway  with  the  following  letter 

Sir,  Committee-room,  6 January  1847. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  resolution,  and  remain,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Higgins, 

Wm.  Blood  Galway,  Esq.,  Secretary. 

Board  of  Works  Office,  Ennistimou. 

Lists  of  horses  were  then  prepared  for  the  several  works,  for  the  week  ending  9th  instant  ; 
and  the  committee  were  engaged  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  preparing  the  supplementary 
list. 


Committee-room,  Wednesday,  6 January  1847. 
There  was  no  meeting  of  the  committee  on  this  day,  but  the  supplementary  list  having 
been  finished,  the  secretary  forwarded  same  to  Captain  Wynne,  per  this  morning’s  post, 
■with  an  urgent  letter,  calling  his  immediate  attention  to  the  relief  sought. 

The  chairman  addressed  a letter  to  Mr.  Gamble,  c.  e.,  to  the  same  effect. 


Committee-room,  10  January  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  held  this  day,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq. 
M.  p.  in  the  chair, 

The  secretary  having  read  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  it  was,  on  the  motion 
of  John  M'Namara,  esq.  j.  p.,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morgan  O’Loughlin, 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  express  our  deep  regret  that  our  representations  have 
been  disregarded,  and  that  a large  number  of  the  labouring  poor  of  this  district  are  to  be 
left  without  employment  commensurate  with  the  present  "high  price  of  food;  and  that 
he  do.  call  Mr.  Gamble’s  attention  to  the  revised  and  supplementary  lists  furnished  to 
Captain  Wynne,  and  to  the  letter  which  accompanied  the  latter,  and  to  the  fact  that  the 
number  . of  men  specified  in  Mr.  Wynne’s  list,  will  leave  considerably  more  than  one-halt 
the  destitute  people  included  in  the  supplementary  list  in  a state  of  starvation. 

^ Upon  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  R.  c.  c.  seconded  by  Mr.  Cornelius 
Kerin, 

Resolved,  That  the  difficulty  of  procuring  sufficient  employment  to  preserve  the  lives  of 
the  destitute  poor  of  this  locality  in  a legitimate  manner  is  rendered  particularly  Prim'd 
and  embarrassing  to  the  committee  by  the  notorious  fact  that  in  several  districts  of  this 
barony,  and  in  the  adjoining  baronies  of  Ibrickane  and  Burren,  the  committees  were  per- 
mitted to  exercise  full  discretion  in  putting  both  men  and  women  on  the  works  and  pav 
lists  without  Mr.  Gamble’s  sanction,  and  that  the  poor  people  under  our  protection  should, 
be  punished  for  our  strictly  adhering  to  the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Works. 

The  foregoing  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Gamble,  with  a letter  from  the 
chairman. 
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The  next  following  resolutions  were  also  passed,  on  the  motion  of  John  M'Namara 
esq.  J.  seconded  by  Mr.  Daniel  Considine.  ’ 

The  secretary  having  read  the  list  for  additional  men  furnished  by  Captain  Wynne  and 
having  compared  same  with  the  supplementary  list  furnished  to  him,  and  it  appearing  that 
said  list  of  additional  men  was  not  made  out  in  conformity  with  the  requisition  of  this°com- 
mittee,  and  that  though  it  does  not  afford  half  the  number  of  men  required,  it  does  in  some 

instances  give  more  than  the  number  suggested  by  this  committee, 

It  is  therefore  resolved,  That  our  secretary  do  point  out  the  errors  alluded  to,  and  su°-o-est 
to  Captain  Wynne  the  names  of  persons  to  be  substituted.  And  it  is  further  resolved,  that 
he  do  convey  to  Captain  Wynne  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that,  inasmuch  as  he  has  not 
considered  it  fit  to  grant  the  entire  number  of  men  contained  in  the  supplementary  list,  the 
selection  of  the  fittest  objects  should  have  been  left  to  them,  as  being  better  acquainted  with 
the  wants  and  condition  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That  our  secretary  do  submit  for  the  consideration  of  Captain  Wynne,  that  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  him  in  the  event  of  vacancies  occurring  from  time  to  time/or  where 
it  may  become  necessary  to  remove  men  from  one  work  to  another  for  the  advantage  of  the 
labourers,  will  be  attended  with  delay  and  trouble  in  respect  to  matters  in  which  the  com- 
mittee may  be  allowed  with  great  safety  to  exercise  their  discretion. 

Said  last  resolutions  were  forwarded  by  letter  to  Mr.  John  Pratt,  Captain  Wynne’s 
secretary,  the  10th  January  1S47.  The  committee,  after  making  out  lists  of  horses  for  the 
week  ending  16  January  instant,  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


Committee-room,  13  January  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour.  Mr.  O’Brien  having  left  the  country  to 
attend  to  his  Parliamentary  duties,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.p., 
seconded  by  Mr.  Augustine  Greene,  John  M'Namara,  Esq.  j.p.,  was  called  upon  to  act  as 
chairman,  pro  tem. 

Mr.  M'Namara  having  taken  the  chair,  the  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s 
proceedings,  and  stated  that  Captain  Wynne  gave  verbal  permission  to  the  committee  to 
make  the  alterations  suggested  by  their  resolution  of  the  10th  instant. 

The  subject  of  the  charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Warren  was  then  discussed,  and  Messrs. 
Millett,  Morris,  and  Galway,  local  engineers,  having  soon  after  arrived,  and  Mr.  Warren 
being  in  attendance,  the  investigation  was  proceeded  with.  Mr.  Morris  stated  that  the 
several  charges  had  been  fully  proved  to  his  satisfaction,  and  that  Mr.  Warren’s  conduct 
was  most  reprehensible. 

The  committee  said  their  object  in  bringing  the  matter  forward  was  not  to  injure  Mr. 
Warren,  but  for  the  purpose  of  placing  a check  upon  his  conduct;  the  subject  then  dropped, 
and  the  chairman  called  Mr.  Morris’s  attention  to  the  destitute  state  of  the  district,  and  to 
the  fact  that  Captain  Wynne  had  not  afforded  half  the  relief  called  for  by  them,  although 
numbers  were  daily  dying  of  starvation.  Mr.  Morris  suggested  that  a further  list  of  tne 
men  required  should  be  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  and  constant  applications  made  to  him,  so 
that  no  person  should  be  allowed  to  die  of  want.  It  was  ultimately  agreed  that  a deputa- 
tion should  wait  on  Captain  Wynne  for  the  purpose,  and  there  being  a great  deal  to  do  in 
the  way  of  preparing  the  lists  and  allocating  the  men  returned  for  employment,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  committee  should  meet  again  to-morrow  to  consider  the  subject  and  prepare 
resolutions  in  reference  to  it. 

The  preparation  of  the  lists  was  then  proceeded  with,  which  occupied  a long  time,  and 
they  were  finally  settled,  when  the  secretary  undertook  to  have  them  forwarded  to  Mr. 
Warren  early  in  the  morning,  so  as  to  have  the  men  set  to  work  without  further  delay. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Committee-room,  14  January  1S47. 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  held  this  day  (pursuant  to  adjournment),  John 
M'Namara,  esq.  j.  p.,  in  the  chair, 

The  secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Shannon,  p.  p.,  proposed  the  following  resolutions,  which  being  duly  seconded,  were  passed : 

Viewing  as  we  do  with  alarm  the  fearful  extent  of  the  present  calamity,  and  the  rapid 
increase  of  destitution  that  has  brought  the  population  of  this  district  to  the  very  verge  of 
famine,  many  of  whom  are  sinking  silent  victims  beneath  its  pressure,  the  resources  of  the  small 
farmers  being  entirely  exhausted,  the  grain  consumed  even  to  the  very  seed,  and  numbers 
being  daily  disposing  of  their  few  head  of  cattle,  many  having  even  sold  their  only  remain- 
ing  cow,  all  of  which  they  have  now  consumed,  are  consequently  left  without  any  other 
resource  under  Heaven  to  save  themselves  and  families  from  starvation,  except  their  earnings 
on  the  public  works  ; the  price  of  food  now  runs  so  high  that  the  earning  of  one  man  is  not 
sufficient  to  support  three  in  family,  nor,  consequently,  is  the  earning  of  three  men 
adequate  to  support  a family  of  eight.  It  is  therefore  resolved  that  a deputation  consisting 
of  the  following  members  of  the  committee  ; viz.,  John  M'Namara,  esq.  J.  P.  (our  chairman), 
the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p.,  and  James  Gorman,  esq.  be  appointed  to  wait  on  Captain 
Wynne,  and  press  upon  him  the  urgent  necessity  of  granting  the  entire  number  of  men  on 
the  supplementary  list  furnished  to  him  by  this  committee  011  the  6th  instant,  together  with 
the  few  names  herewith  forwarded,  which,  from  haste  in  preparing  the  lists,  were  unavoid- 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
22  June  1847. 


ably  omitted  ; and  further,  that  the  deputation  do  again  express  to  him  our  decided  opinion 
that  unless  three  persons  are  employed  from  every  family  consisting  of  eight  and  upwards 
starvation,  pestilence,  and  death  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  ' 

Resolved,  That  our  secretary  be  directed  to  forward  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
Captain  Wynne,  and  ascertain  from  him  when  it  will  be  his  convenience  to  receive  our 
deputation. 

Proposed  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p.,  seconded  by  James  Gorman,  esq.  : 

Resolved,  That  from  the  inconveniences  arising  from  having  the  room  crowded,  and 
business  frequently  interrupted,  as  well  as  the  excitement  caused  by  having  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  committee  made  public,  and  the  danger  to  individual  members  consequent  on 
such  excitement,  we  deem  it  necessaiy  that  in  future  no  person  be  admitted  to  the  com- 
mittee-room except  members,  unless  called  in  by  order  of  the  chairman. 

Proposed  by  same,  seconded  by  the  chairman  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  highly  improper,  and  attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  for  any 
member  of  this  committee  to  give  publicity  to  its  private  deliberations,  and  that  such  con- 
duct calls  for  universal  censure  and  reprobation ; and  that  in  the  event  of  such  happening, 
our  chairman  do  forthwith  take  steps  to  have  him  removed  from  the  committee. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  passed  : 

Resolved,  That  a sub-committee  consisting  of  the  following  persons  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire and  report  the  names  of  persons  requiring  relief  in  this  district,  and  who  have  been 
omitted  from  the  supplementary  list  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne  : 

Major  M'Namara’s  property  : John  M'Namara,  James  O’Gorman,  and  Cornelius  Kerin. 

Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  : John  Higgins. 

Sir  W.  Fitzgerald’s  property  : Michael  Considine,  Morgan  O’Loghlin,  and  Aug.  Greene. 

Dean  Stackpoole  and  Mr.  Lysaght’s  properties : Peter  O’Loughlin  and  Henry  Lysaght. 

Baron  Richards  and  Mr.  Rawson’s  properties : William  Connole  and  Daniel  Considine. 

Moymore,  Ballyfadeen,  Derry,  Carhuduff,  and  Tullamore  properties : Rev.  Timothy 
Shannon,  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  and  John  M'Namara. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  to  Sunday  next,  to  receive  Captain  Wynne’s  reply  to  the 
secretary’s  letter,  requesting  a time  to  be  appointed  for  receiving  the  deputation. 


Committee-room,  17  January  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  John  M'Namara,  esq.,  J.P.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  and  stated  that  he 
had  received  no  reply  from  Captain  Wynne  or  his  secretary,  a discussion  arose  as  to  whether 
Captain  Wynne  should  be  again  written  to,  or  what  other  steps  should  be  taken,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  let  the  matter  rest  until  the  next  day  of  meeting. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon,  r.  p.,  then  proposed  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions, 
which  being  seconded  by  the  chairman,  the  same  were  passed  unanimously,  viz. : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  this  district  is  now  reduced  to  a most  lamentable  state  of  destitution; 
that  famine  is  working  its  slow,  but  sure  and  fatal  effects,  and  many  are  daily  sinking,  silent 
victims  of  starvation,  into  a premature  grave. 

2d.  That  the  staple  food  of  the  people  (the  potatoe)  is  entirely  gone ; that  the  grain, 
which  in  this  part  of  the  country  grows  but  to  a small  extent,  is  entirely  exhausted, 
even  to  the  very  seed,  and  many  had  to  consume  the  few  head  of  cattle  which  they  pos- 
sessed. 

3d.  That  there  now  remains  no  resource  for  our  starving  population  except  the  public 
markets,  and  that  the  present  calamity  is  principally  caused  by  the  great  scarcity  of  provi- 
sion in  these  markets;  that  those  employed  on  the  public  works,  ana  who  have  the  price  0 
food,  cannot  possibly  procure  for  themselves  and  families  the  scanty  supply  which  their 
wages  afford.  This  frightful  state  of  things  is  easily  accounted  for,  but  the  following  rea- 
sons will  suffice:  This  district  is  situate  on  the  extreme  western  point  of  the  coast  of  Glare, 
it  is  at  least  40  miles  distant  from  either  Limerick  or  Galway,  which  are  the  nearest  marke  ^ 
whence  bread-stuffs  can  possibly  be  procured,  as  none  can  be  had  from  Ennis ; that  owing: 
to  the  excited  state  of  the  country,  many  dangers  are  to  be  encountered  in  the  transi  0 
provisions  for  so  long  a distance  ; that  the  small  traders,  on  whom  the  population  sole  y 
depend  for  a market,  are  very  few,  and  owing  to  their  want  of  capital  and  other  disabilities 
cannot,  even  were  there  no  risks  to  be  encountered,  afford  to  keep  a supply  of  food  adequa  e 
to  the  demand  and  consumption ; and  that  thus  a combination  of  calamitous  circumstances 
are  formed,  by  means  of  which  hundreds  are  obliged  to  subsist  several  days  without  a par 
tide  of  food,  many  of  whom  sink  from  inanition,  and  when  food  is  procured,  are  found 
or  unable  to  use  it. 

4th.  That  the  unexampled  sufferings  of  the  people,  which  they  have  hitherto  borne  wit  1 
wonderful  resignation,  are  now  beyond  human  endurance,  and  that  we  solemnly  dec  ^ 
our  most  serious  apprehensions,  that  no  influence  that  can  be  used  will  be  able  any  iona 
to  restrain  them  from  committing  acts  of  violence. 
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5th.  That  we  therefore  deem  it  our  most  imperative  duty  earnestly  to  call  the  immediate 
attention  of  Government  to  our  deplorable  condition,  and  to  beseech  of  them  to  authorize 
Commissary-general  bir  Randolph  Routh  to  open  forthwith  a food  depot  at  Liscannor  as 
the  only  means  of  preserving  the  lives  of  many  hundreds  of  our  population  ' 

6th.  That  our  chairman  be  requested  to  forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to 
his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  to  our  excellent  county  "Member,  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  Esq. 


Lists  of  horses  required  for  the  several  works  for  the  week  ending  23d 
made  out,  and  after  some  changes  had  been  made  in  the  work  lists,  by 
to  their  own  localities,  the  committee  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next. 


instant  were  then 
removing  the  men 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
22  June  1847. 


The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour;  John  M'Namara,  Esq .^theffir  4?‘ 
The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  and  stated  that  he  had  had 
no  communication  from  Captain  Wynne  in  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the 
14th  instant.  Some  discussion  hereupon  took  place,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  to  let  the 
matter  stand  until  the  next  day  of  the  meeting.  0 

Several  persons  in  extreme  destitution  having  applied  for  work,  and  it  appearing  to  the 
committee  that  they  were  cases  of  absolute  starvation,  the  chairman  su°-o-ested  that  they 
ought  to  act  on  the  permission  given  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  give  the  poor  people  so  applyino- 
lmraediate  employment,  and  the  committee  concurring,  work  lists  were  accordingly  made 

There  being  no  other  business  to  transact,  the  committee  adjourned. 


Committee  Room,  Liscannor,  24  January  1847. 
The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour;  John  Macnamara,  Esq.  j.p.  in  the 
chair.  ^ 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  and  also  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee  of  the  14th  instant,  and  having  stated  that  he  had  received  no  reply  thereto 
from  Captain  Wynne,  it  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  seconded  by 
Peter  O’Loghlin,  Esq.,  unanimously  resolved,  That  copies  of  the  resolutions  above  referred 
to  be  transmitted  by  our  chairman  to  the  Government  and  to  our  county  Member,  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  Esq.,  with  a request  that  he  will  communicate  the  same  to  the  proper  quarter  in 
London.  n 

The  secretary  also  read  a letter  from  T.  N.  Redington,  Under  Secretary,  addressed  to  the 
chairman,  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  committee  on  the  17th 
instant,  and  stating  that  same  had  been  referred,  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant’s  commands,  to 
the  Commissary-general. 

The  chairman  produced  a letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  who  stated  that  the  committee  had 
misunderstood  him  about  putting  on  destitute  people,  as  lists  should  in  all  cases  be  first  sub- 
mitted to  Captain  Wynne.  The  committee  all  declare  that  such  was  not  the  view  they 
took  of  the  matter  ; hut  as  Mr.  Morris  had  written  on  the  subject,  they  declined  placing 
any  other  person  on  the  work  until  they  should  hear  from  Captain  Wynne,  although  several 
applications  of  extreme  destitution  came  before  them. 

Lists  of  horses  for  the  several  works,  for  the  week  ending  30th  January,  were  then  pre- 
pared and  signed ; and  after  removing  some  of  the  men  from  one  work  to  another,  to  con- 
venience them,  the  committee  adjourned. 


Committee  Room,  Liscannor,  27  January  1847. 
The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour;  John  Macnamara,  Esq.,  j. p.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  also  a letter  which  he 
received  from  Captain  Wynne,  in  reply  to  the  committee’s  resolutions  of  the  14th  inst., 
stating  that  “ he  should  be  at  all  times  ready  to  attend  to  any  members  of  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee  whenever  he  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  them.” 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  committee  that  many  persons  were  on  the  works  who 
were  not  returned  by  the  committee,  and  that  the  circumstance  gave  rise  to  great  jealousy 
and  discontent  amongst  the  poor  people,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

Resolved,  That  our  secretary  do  write  to  Charles  A.  Morris,  Esq.,  c.  £.,  and  request  that 
Le  will  direct  the  several  stewards  or  overseers  on  the  works  in  progress  in  this  district  to 
bring-  in  the  lists  of  men  under  their  charge,  so  that  the  same  may  be  compared  with  our 
book,  as  it  has  been  represented  to  the  committee  that  several  men  have  been  placed  on  the 
WorI^s  and  pay  lists  who  have  not  been  returned  by  them. 

ado  t d°^°W^n§?  reso^ut*on  (*^e  subject  of  it  being  previously  fully  discussed)  was  then  also 

That  our  secretary  do  also  inform  Mr.  Morris  that  in  cases  where  stones  are  breaking  by 
contract,  Mr.  Gamble,  bead  engineer,  gave  permission  to  this  committee  to  allow  females 
and  younger  boys,  not  on  the  work  lists,  to  assist  their  father  or  brother  to  break  the  stones, 
°*105.  4 y 2 and 
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minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the 


Mr.  ,7.  Higgins. 
22  June  1847. 


and  ordered  the  entire  stones  broken  to  be  measured,  and  returned  in  the  name  of  the  per- 
son on  the  list  • and  that  it  now  appears  the  several  stewards  have  got  directions  to  discon- 
tinue this  arrangement.  And  further,  that  our  secretary  be  requested  to  call  Mr.  Morris’s 
attention  thereto,  and  ascertain  from  him  if  Mr.  Gamble  rescinded  his  humane  order. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 


Committee  Room,  Liscannor,  31  January  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  held  this  day,  John  Macnamara,  Esq., 
j.  p.  in  the  chair,  the  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  also  a letter 
from  Mr.  Morris,  in  reply  to  his  enclosing  resolutions  passed  the  27th  inst.,  stating  that  he 
would  forward  him  the  check  lists,  which  the  committee  could  compare  with  their  returns, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  having  the  stewards  and  overseers  attend 
the  committee.  Mr.  Morris  having  taken  no  notice  of  the  committee’s  resolution  relative 
to  the  stone-breaking,  the  following  resolution  in  reference  thereto  was  passed 

Resolved,  That  our  secretary  be  again  requested  to  call  Mr.  Morris’s  attention  to  our 
resolution  of  the  27th  instant  about  the  stone-breaking,  and  to  express  our  hope  that  he 
will  not  discontinue  Mr.  Gamble’s  arrangement  in  reference  thereto. 

The  secretary  having  called  the  attention  of  the  chairman  to  the  resolutions  for  the  food 
depot,  and  the  Commissary-general  not  having  intimated  his  intention  of  opening  same, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  passed : — 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  be  requested  to  write  to  Commissary-general  Sir  Randolph 
Routh,  to  inform  him  that  a letter  has  been  received  by  our  committee  from  the  Under 
Secretary,  stating  that  our  application  for  a food  depdt,  to  be  established  at  Liscannor,  had 
been  referred  to  him,  and  that  the  Prime  Minister  having  stated  in  his  place  in  Parliament 
that  such  depbts  were  about  being  opened  in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  our  committee  hope 
that  the  Commissary-general  has  given  directions  for  one  to  be  established  at  Liscannor; 
and  further  that  our  chairman  do  inform  the  Commissary-general  that  provisions  are  daily 
setting  more  scarce  in  this  district,  and  the  prices  consequently  much  higher;  and  that 
owing  to  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  to  those  set  forth  in  our  resolutions  to  his  Excel- 
lency^ the  number  of  deaths  from  starvation  have  increased  to  a considerable  extent  since 
said  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  his  Excellency. 

The  secretary  read  a letter  from  the  secretary  to  the  central  relief  committee,  Ennis,  en- 
closing resolutions  passed  at  the  general  meeting  of  relief  committees,  and  requiring  sugges- 
tions on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  general  committee. 
The  subject  was  discussed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  members  of  the  committee  should 
meet  on  Tuesday  to  prepare  a report  in  reference  to  said  resolutions. 

The  list  of  persons  requiring  immediate  employment  was  then  approved  of  and  signed  by 
the  chairman ; the  following  resolution,  to  accompany  same,  was  passed : — ... 

Resolved,  That  our  chairman  do  forward  to  the  inspecting  officer  for  the  district  the 
additional  list  of  persons  requiring  employment  on  the  public  works,  and  now  approved  or, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  refer  said  inspecting  officer  to  our  former  list,  sent  to  Captain 
Wynne  on  the  5th  instant,  and  to  urge  upon  him  the  absolute  necessity  of  granting  the 
full  employment  sought  for  by  those  lists,  as  the  persons  returned  on  them  are  in  a state  ot 
starvation.  T 

The  committee  prepared  lists  of  horses  for  the  week  ending  6th  February  1847.  n 
reference  to  those  lists  the  following  resolution  was  passed - . . 

It  appearing  that  the  stewards  on  the  .Doolan  line,  in  this  district,  never  send  to  this 
committee  for  a list  of  horses  to  be  employed,  but  engage  them  on  their  own  authority,  1 
is  therefore  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  requested  to  order  them  in  future  to  employ  no 
horses  but  those  returned  by  this  committee.  , , 

After  transferring  several  of  the  workmen  from  one  work  to  another,  for  their  mu  ua 
convenience,  the  committee  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 


Committee-room,  7 February  1847. 
The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour.  ■> 

There  was  no  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Wednesday  last;  and  Mr.  Macnamara,^  ^ 
acting  chairman,  not  having  returned  from  Ennis,  where  he  went  to  attend  the  mee  uio 
the  general  relief  committees,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  R.  c.  c.,  was  called  to  the  c *a 
The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  also  a letter  from  Sir  R.  J. 
declining  to  open  a food  depot  at  Liscannor.  The  following  correspondence  was  also 
by  the  secretary : — . ,1  ,t 

A letter  from  Mr.  Morris,  c.  e.,  in  reply  to  the  resolutions  of  the  committee,  statmD 
he  could  allow  no  persons  to  work  but  those  on  the  committee  list.  mittee 

A circular  from  the  Commissariat  Office,  requesting  to  be  informed  if  the  com 
required  soup  boilers.  . . tue 

A circular  from  E.  G.  Fishbourne,  inspecting  officer,  making  various  suggestions 
committee.  having 

And  a letter  from  Captain  Gordon,  inspecting  officer,  enclosing  a list  of  persons  ^ 
seven  acres  of  land  and  upwards,  and  requiring  an  explanation  why  such  persons  r q 
■•employment  on  the  public  works.  . . 

It  was  agreed  to  defer  the  consideration  of  these  several  communications  un  * 
Macnamara  should  be  able  to  attend  the  committee.  jtfr. 
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Mr.  Molloy,  superintendent  of  works,  here  entered  the  committee-room. 

Mr.  Michael  Considine  complained  that  Daniel  Guthrie,  steward  on  Loghlone  Hills, 
refused  to  send  a man  of  the  name  of  Walsh  off  the  works,  although  Mr.  Considine  pro- 
duced an  order  from  Mr.  Morris  to  that  effect,  and  stated  he  wanted  Walsh  for  agricultural 
labour,  and  had  offered  him  the  same  rate  of  wages  which  he  received  from  the  Board  of 
Works. 

Mr.  Molloy  severely  reprimanded  the  steward,  and  stated  that  in  future  he  would  dismiss 
any  steward  who  refused  to  send  any  number  of  men  off  the  works  when  they  were  required 
by  others  for  agricultural  work,  and  that  they  were  to  receive  the  same  rate  of  wages.  It 
was  then  agreed  that  Walsh  should  not  be  checked  for  payment  for  the  time  he  worked 
after  Mr.  Considine  required  his  services,  and  for  another  week  from  this  date.  One  or  two 
cases  of  destitution  were  then  handed  to  Mr.  Molloy,  and  he  promised  to  provide  immediate 
employment  for  them, 

List  of  horses  for  the  different  works  for  the  week  ending  13th  February  were  then  pre- 
pared, after  which  the  committee  adjourned. 


Committee-room,  10  February  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour;  John  Macnamara,  esq.,  j.p.,  in  the 
chair. 

The  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  meeting. 

The  chairman  stated  that  Captain  Gordon  would  attend  the  committee  at  two  o’clock ; 
and  urged  the  necessity  of  being  prepared  to  furnish  him  with  any  information  he  might 
require.  Captain  Gordon  having  arrived,  called  for  the  registry  book,  which  was  handed 
him  by  the  secretary ; he  then  went  on  with  the  list  sent  by  him  to  the  committee  for 
information ; but  the  parties  whose  names  were  returned  not  being  in  attendance,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  committee  should  maice  the  necessary  inquiries,  and  furnish  the  result  to 
Captain  Gordon.  Captain  Gordon  then  suggested  the  prudence  of  the  committee’s 
revising  their  labour  lists,  making  them  out  in  parishes,  then  in  townlands,  and  placing  the 
most  destitute  first  on  the  list  for  employment,  then  those  who  were  not  in  such  extreme 
distress,  and  so  on,  according  to  the  circumstauces  of  the  parties  requiring  relief.  He  also 
remarked  how  essential  it  was  that  all  the  information  required  by  the  labour  lists  should 
be  supplied.  The  committee  entirely  concurred,  and  promised  to  set  at  once  about  revising 
the  lists,  and  acting  in  all  respects  conformable  to  the  suggestions  of  Captain  Gordon. 
Captain  Gordon  then  stated  that  he  would  that  evening  furnish  Mr.  Morris  with  the  addi- 
tional lists  for  employment  furnished  by  the  committee ; and  suggested  that  in  future  lists 
should  be  furnished  to  him  weekly  of  persons  requiring  employment,  when  he  should  be 
most  happy  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  give  them  immediate  work.  Captain  Gordon  then 
left.  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Molloy  proceeded  to  investigate  a charge  of  fraud  preferred  by 
Thomas  Mantle,  Darby  Shehan,  and  Henry  Mantle,  against  Anthony  Considine  and  Pat 
Hynes,  stewards  on  the  coast  road  and  sea  wall ; and  against  Pat  Considine  and  partners, 
who  are  engaged  quarrying  stones  for  the  former  work.  The  complaint  was  that  by  collu- 
sion the  land  stones  were  measured,  and  paid  for  a second  time,  by  means  of  which  the 
quarrymen  drew  large  sums  of  money  weekly.  The  charge  was  peremptorily  denied,  and 
Mr.  Morris  agreed  to  give  the  men  a trial  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  complaint,  which  trial 
was,  to  let  them  into  a new  quarry,  and  measure  what  stones  they  could  quarry  in  a day  ; 
when,  if  it  was  found  that  they  amounted  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  for  which  they 
were  hitherto  paid,  he  would  consider  the  charge  wholly  groundless. 

This  was  the  only  business  transacted,  and  at  five  o’clock  the  committee  rose. 


Committee-room,  14  February  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  John  Macnamara,  esq,,  j.  p.,  in  the  chair. 
^ The  secretary  having  read  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings,  the  Rev.  Timothy 
•shannon  moved,  and  Mr.  Michael  Considine  seconded,  “ That  a petition  be  adopted  and 
presented  to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  praying  for  a Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
charges  preferred  by  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  against 
our  county  Members,  in  his  published  correspondence  with  the  Boards,  and  to  report  on  his 
(Captain  Wynne’s)  conduct  during  his  official  stay  in  this  country.” 

The  petition  having  been  drawn  up  was  signed  by  the  several  members  of  the  committee, 
and  it  was  then  agreed  to  forward  it  to  John  O’Brien,  esq.,  M.  p.,  and  request  him  to 
present  it  to  The  House,  and  support  its  prayer. 

The  chairman  having  then  submitted  some  lists  which  he  said  he  had  received  from 
Captain  Gordon  to  report  on,  and  the  hour  being  late,  it  was  proposed  and  agreed  on 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  them  until  the  following  day,  and  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  to  the  15th  instant. 


Committee-room,  15  February  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  pursuant  to  adjournment,  John  Macnamara,  esq.,  j.  P.,  in 
the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  list  submitted  by  the  chairman  the  previous 
ay*  Not  having  had  time  to  obtain  sufficient  information  respecting  some  cases,  it  was 
*gam  agreed  to  defer  the  subject  until  Wednesday,  17th. 

0.105.  4Y3  The 


Mr.  J.  Higgins* 
22  June  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins.  The  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon  then  rose,  and  said  he  knew  the  committee  had  met  that 

day  for  a special  object,  but  as  they  were  not  able  to  proceed  with  that  business,  he  hoped 

22  June  1847.  they  would  not  consider  him  out  of  order  in  proposing  another  subject  for  their  considera- 
tion. The  chairman  having  given  assent,  the  reverend  gentleman  then  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  passed  unanimously  : — 

“ Resolved,  That  we  deeply  regret  the  departure  of  Mr,  John  Higgins  from  amongst  us- 
that  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this  committee  for  his  very  efficient  discharge 
of  the  laborious  duties  of  secretary,  and  that  our  treasurer  be  instructed  to  present  hull 
with  the  sum  of  15  l.  pounds,  as  a mark  of  our  high  esteem  for  him,  and  the  sense  we  have 
of  his  invaluable  services.” 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  many  members  of  the  committee  took  part,  and  warmly 
eulogized  the  services  of  Mr.  Higgins,  the  meeting  separated. 


Committee-rooms,  21  February  1847. 

The  committee  met  this  day  at  the  usual  hour,  John  Macnamara,  esq.  j.p.,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  day’s  proceedings  having  been  read,  the  chairman  handed  the 
secretary  a letter  received  from  the  master  (of  the  Ennistimon  workhouse,  in  reply  to  his 
(the  chairman’s)  of  the  17th  instant,  and  called  upon  him  to  read  same. 

The  secretary  said,  that  before  proceeding  with  the  regular  business  of  the  day,  he  should 
avail  himself  of  that  opportunity,  the  earliest  that  had  presented  itself,  to  express  his 
sincere  and  grateful  thanks  to  the  committee  for  the  very  kind  resolution  in  reference  to 
him  which  he  had  just  read  from  the  minutes  of  last  day’s  proceedings ; a compliment 
which  was  considerably  enhanced  by  its  being  conferred  in  his  absence.  He  (the  secretary) 
felt  that  his  humble  services  in  connexion  with  the  committee,  however  well  inclined  he 
might  have  been  to  render  himself  useful,  were  not  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  so  much 
kind  consideration,  and  assigned  it  to  the  committee’s  own  kindness,  and  not  to  any 
merit  of  his.  He  could  only  say  he  felt  deeply  grateful  for  the  high  compliment  paid  him, 
and  only  wished  he  could  have  made  himself  more  deserving  of  it. 

The  chairman  and  other  members  of  the  committee  having  reiterated  their  former  ex- 
pressions of  kindly  good  feeling  towards  the  secretary,  and  of  regret  at  losing  his  services, 
he,  the  secretary,  read  Mr.  Walsh’s  letter,  in  which  that  gentleman  denied  the  complaint 
made  of  him  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  poor  dying  in  the  workhouse  were 
interred,  and  requesting  to  know  who  the  informant  of  the  committee  was.  Mr.  Michael 
Considine  again  stated  he  received  the  information  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  communicate 
to  the  committee  from  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  ; and  as  Mr.  John  Donohoe  of 
Lahensy,  was  then  present,  and  knew  the  facts,  requested  the  chairman  to  interrogate 
him  on  the  matter.  The  chairman  did  so,  when  he  corroborated  Mr.  Considine’s  complaint 
in  every  particular,  and  positively  asserted  that  the  same  was  true.  He  stated  that  he  had 
himself  snot  four  dogs  in  or  near  the  grave-yard,  who  used  to  be  devouring  the  corpses. 

The  secretary  was  then  directed  to  reply  to  Mr.  Walsh’s  letter,  and  state  the  facts  given 
by  Mr.  O’Donohoe. 

The  secretary  read  a letter  from  the  Commissariat  Office,  accompanying  a minute  book, 
registry  book,  copies  of  the  Labour  Rate  and  Drainage  Acts,  together  with  several  other 
minor  papers  for  the  use  of  the  committee. 

A large  number  of  persons,  principally  paupers,  hitherto  on  the  work  lists,  having  been 
altogether  thrown  out  of  employment  by  Captain  Gordon’s  arrangement,  and  without 
ever  consulting  the  committee,  or  asking  information  as  to  their  condition  or  circum- 
stances, the  following  resolution  on  the  subject  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  Timothy 
Shannon,  i>.  p.,  and  passed  unanimously : 

“ Having  found,  after  strict  scrutiny,  that  over  200  persons,  hitherto  on  the  labour  list, 
were  omitted  from  the  lists  lately  furnished  to  the  check  clerks  through  these  parishes,  aua 
were  thus  thrown  out  of  employment  by  that  arrangement,  most  of  whom  are  in  _ such 
extreme  destitution,  that  if  kept  longer  out  of  employment  and  without  relief,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  committee,  and  we  hereby  declare  our  conviction,  that  it  must  end  inevitably' 
in  the  death  of  many  of  them.  Knowing  it  is  not  Captain  Gordon’s  intention  that  any  ot 
them  should  starve,  nor  to  turn  out  of  employment  persons  in  such  a state,  and  as  e 
delay  in  writing  to  or  waiting  on  Captain  Gordon  may  prove  ruinous  to  many,  we  leel 
this  court  would  be  guilty  of  a dereliction  of  duty  if  we  did  not  send  them  forthwith  to 
work. 

“ It  is  therefore  resolved,— That  our  secretary  be  requested  to  take  the  names  of  such 
persons,  and  that  such  lists  so  taken  be  signed  by  our  chairman,  and  that  he  do  forwaro 
same,  together  with  this  our  resolution,  to  Charles  A.  Morris,  esq.,  the  district  engineer,  a 
be  submitted  by  him  to  Captain  Gordon,  and  in  the  meantime  that  those  poor  wretch 
be  ordered  to  go  to  work.”  , 

Complaints  were  also  made  by  a large  number  of  the  poor,  that  they  had  been  remove 
from  works  in  their  own  neighbourhood,  and  on  the  townlands  in  which  they  lived, 
works  two  and  three  miles  distant,  thus  depriving  them  of  their  convenience  and  the  bene 
of  their  labour,  as  many  of  them  had  been  working  by  task.  Several  of  the  labour  » 
stated,  that  their  names  were  called  on  lists  in  the  parishes  of  Killilagh  and  Kushanny, 
altogether  out  of  this  district. — -Mr.  Molloy,  superintendent  of  works  here  entered^ 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  719 

committee-room,  and,  on  this  great  grievance  being  represented  to  him,  he  promised  to  have 
the  men  replaced  on  their  former  works. 

Horse  lists  were  then  prepared  for  the  current  week. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  to  take  the  census  of  the  district,  with  a view  to  prepare 
the  revised  lists  required  by  Captain  Gordon,  stated  that  same  was  ready,  but  it  beinc 
then  near  eight  o’clock,  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  to  next  day  to  consider  them. 

The  committee  accordingly  adjourned. 


Mercurii , 23°  die  Junii,  1 847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford. 

Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 


Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. 
Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  W.  Williams. 


Mr.  SOLICITOR-GENERAL,  in  the  Chair,  pro  tempore . 


Mr.  John  Higgins,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

13863.  Chairman .]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  the  following  questions:  Hare 
you  read  the  list  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon,  No.  3,/61  ? — I have. 

13864.  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  anything  you  have  to  say  in  reference  to 
it? — I have  prepared  a list  in  explanation. 

13865.  Have  you  any  information  to  give  to  the  Committee  in  reference  to 
it  ?— I have  prepared  a memorandum  containing  information  in  reference  to 
each  name. 

13866.  From  what  is  the  memorandum  made  out  ?— Partly  from  the  registry, 
and  partly  from  the  census  taken  by  the  committee  in  March. 

13867.  Did  you  make  it  out  yourself? — Yes. 

13868.  Has  it  reference  to  every  name  on  the  list? — It  has. 

13869.  Are  you  sure  that  the  names  in  the  list  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon 
and  the  names  in  your  list  are  the  same  persons  ? — I have  no  reason  to  doubt  it. 

13870.  You  have  no  objection  to  the  captain  looking  at  your  list? — None 
whatever. 

[ The  following  List  teas  handed  in,  and  read ;] 

John  Mullins.  This  man  was  at  work  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills ; his  name  is  in  the  registry 
hook,  and  he  was  thrown  out  of  work  by  Captain  Gordon’s  revision,  in  the  absence  of  the 
committee,  in  February  1847. 

Widow  Mulqueeny.  No  such  person  appears  on  the  committee’s  census. 

Mary  Duffy.  Had  no  person  to  work  but  herself;  was  put  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills  when 
she  applied,  and  was  thrown  out  of  work  by  Captain  Gordon. 

Kitty  M‘Guane.  Daughter  to  Widow  M'Guane ; her  brother  Michael  was  on  the  Bally" 
bean  Hills  ; he  died  in  January,  and  she  was  then  substituted  for  him ; she  was  thrown  out 
of  work  by  Captain  Gordon. 

John  Roache.  Was  employed  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills,  and  was  thrown  out  of  work  by 
Captain  Gordon. 

Michael  Callinan.  A beggar  boy ; he  was  employed  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills,  and  was 
thrown  out  of  work  by  Captain  Gordon. 

Denis  Roughan.  Was  substituted  for  Michael  Lacey,  of  Ballyoorda,  who  was  selected  by 
Captain  Wynne  from  the  supplementary  list  of  5th  January  ; he  was  thrown  out  of  work 
°y  Captain  Gordon. 

John  Carty  ( Michael ).  No  such  person  appears  on  the  committee’s  census. 

Edward  Nagle.  Is  son  to  Pat  Nagle,  and  only  10  years  of  age;  he  appears  to  have 
een  at  work  on  the  Ballyhean  Hills,  and  to  have  been  removed  by  Captain  Gordon;  his 
dI  ler  was  at  work  on  the  Ballyfadeon  Road, 
illary  Davoren.  No  such  person  appears  on  the  committee’s  census. 

j'f,w -Kreele.  A sickly  poor  man  ; when  he  applied  for  work  he  was  put  on  by  the  com- 
ee;  he  was  afterwards  put  out  by  Captain  Gordon. 

°-105.  4 y 4 Michael 
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Michael  Kerm.  Was  substituted  for  Denis  Cany,  of  Liscannor,  who  was  selected  by 
Captain  Wynne  from  the  supplementary  list ; he  was  thrown  out  of  work  by  Captai'n 
Gordon. 

Pat  Meade.  Was  employed  on  the  Loghlone  Hills,  and  his  son  Michael,  under  the  father’s 
name,  was  employed  on  the  Ballyhaen  Hills.  The  latter  was  thrown  out  of  work  by 
Captain  Gordon. 

Pat  Walsh.  Was  at  work  up  to  the  time  of  Captain  Gordon’s  revision  ; in  the  com- 
mittee’s census  he  was  placed  in  the  3d  class. 

Paul  Tierney.  No  such  name  appears  on  the  committee’s  census. 

Thomas  Rorke  (John).  His  father  was  at  work  on  the  Loghlone  Hills  ; he  got  a second 
man,  by  Captain  Wynne’s  selection,  from  the  supplementary  list,  who  was  put  out  of  work 
by  Captain  Gordon. 

Thomas  Rorke  (Nicholas).  Is  son  of  Nicholas  Rorke,  who  is  a weaver ; he  had  one 
man  at  work  on  the  Loghlone  Hills,  and  got  a second  by  Captain  Wynne’s  selection, from 
the  supplementary  list;  the  latter  was  pui  out  of  work  by  Captain  Gordon. 

Michael  D onohoe  (Pat).  His  father  Pat  was  at  work  on  the  Loghlone  Hills;  he  got  a 
second  man,  by  Captain  Wynne’s  selection,  from  the  supplementary  list ; the  second  was 
put  out  of  work  by  Captain  Gordon. 

Widow  Tierney.  Had  no  person  to  work  ; and  I am  not  aware  that  she  ever  applied  to 
be  put  on  herself. 

Tony  Tierney.  Is  a cooper  by  trade;  has  only  two  in  family,  and  is  not  destitute.  In 
the  committee’s  census  he  is  placed  in  the  third  class. 

Margeret  Luinane.  No  such  name  appears  on  the  committee’s  census. 

John  Leary.  Was  servant  to  Mr.  Charles  O’Connell ; he  was  discharged  in  January, 
and  the  committee  then  placed  him  on  the  list  of  the  31st  January,  sent  to  Captain 
Gordon. 

Dummy  Lyons.  This  poor  person  is  both  deaf  and  dumb;  he  makes  and  mends  shoes; 
his  employment  in  that  way  having  failed,  he  applied  to  the  committee  to  be  put  on  the 
works,  and  his  application  was  at  once  attended  to. 

Darby  Considine.  Is  a single  man,  and  lives  with  his  brother,  who  was  a member  of  the 
committee. 

Pat  Drony  (Tim).  Is  a tenant  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s;  holds  four  acres  of  land,  and  had  one 
man  at  work. 

Widow  Clancy.  This  woman  is  not  a widow,  nor  was  she  ever  represented  by  the  com- 
mittee. Her  husband,  Michael  Clancy,  was  at  work  on  the  Sandfield  Hills. 

Natise  JBlahe.  Is  60  years  of  age,  and  goes  on  crutches  ; she  was  returned  on  said  list 
of  31st  January,  and  placed  on  the  Ballysteine  road. 

Bridget  MlInerney.  No  such  person  appears  on  the  census  made  by  the  committee. 

John  M‘ Donagh.  Son  of  the  Widow  John  M‘Donagh  ; she  resides  on  Mr.  0 Briens- 
property;  her  two  sons  were  at  work  on  the  Coast  Road  ; John  was  put  out  of  work  by 
Captain  Gordon. 

Andrew  Walsh.  Is  a weaver  by  trade ; has  three  acres  of  land,  a cow,  and  a mule,  and 
was  at  work  on  the  Ballyfadeen  Road. 

Anthony  Curtin.  Is  returned  on  list  of  31st  January  1847*  But  no  suc^  name  appeal5°n 
the  census  made  by  the  committee. 

John  Kinmane.  Is  also  returned  on  said  list  of  31st  January. 

Note. — Curtin  and  Kinmane  were  squatters  on  the  Ballycotton  Mountain,  an 
never  looked  for  work  until  about  January.  The  excuse  given  for  them  was,  a . 
were  afraid  it  would  be  found  out  where  they  lived,  and  that  they  would  be  en 
pelled  to  quit  the  place.  Sir  William  Fitzgerald’s  under  agent,  to  whom  t>a  yco 
belonged,  was  a member  of  the  committee. 

Mary  Keane.  No  such  person  appears  on  the  census  made  by  the  committee. 

Put  Hayes.  Is  returned  on  said  list  of  31st  January  for  a second  man ; it  8Jj0UJ^ 
been  a third,  for  himself  was  at  work  on  the  Ballyfadeen  road,  and  his  son  Micnae 
Lough  road. 

Put  Glynn.  Resides  with  his  grandfather,  Thomas  Reidy,  of  Carlenduft,  who  was 
work  on  the  Moymore  road. 

Thomas  Considine.  Does  not  always  reside  in  the  district,  an^  did  not  appiy  for  wor' 
until  he  was  put  on  the  list  of  the  31st  of  January. 

Tim  Commons.  Is  a weaver  by  trade,  and  did  not  apply  for  work  until  he  was  put 
the  said  list  of  31st  of  January.  Michad 
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Michael  O'Brien  Hillery.  Is  the  grandson  of 

Martin  O'Connor.  Is  a carpenter  by  trade, 
returned  on  the  list  of  31st  January. 


Bridget  Hillery,  and  a very  young  boy. 
and  never  looked  for  work  until  he  was 


Michuel  Dynan.  Is  a pensioner;  he  earns  a livelihood  by  making 
apply  for  work  until  he  was  put  on  said  list  of  31st  January.  " 0 


querns;  he  did 


not 


J\I  r.  J.  Higgins*. 
23  June  1847. 


13S-1.  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  ever  complain  to  Captain  Gordon  about 
irregularities  r — They  did. 

t3S72.  Did  be  excuse  the  irregularities  by  saying  the  committees  must  hare 
returned  the  wrong  townland  r — Yes. 

13873-  What  did  you  say  to  him  on  that?— I said  that  could  not  be  pos- 
sible. as  I was  quite  certain  the  proper  townland  had  been  returned  in  every 
instance.  J 


13874.  Did  Captain  Gordon  say  anything  in  reply?— I think  he  said,  in  that 
case  it  must  hare  been  the  fault  of  the  engineer. 

13875.  Did  he  say  so  or  not? — He  did. 

13876.  Did  he  say  he  would  get  it  rectified  ?— He  did. 

13877.  Did  you  afterwards  remonstrate  with  Captain  Gordon  about  the  irre- 
gularities of  his  officers  ? — Yes. 

13878.  In  what  respect: — In  respect  of  the  confusion  that  was  caused  by 
that  revision,  and  the  people  going  about  the  country  looking  for  the  works  on 
which  they  had  been  placed ; there  was  great  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  people ; 
and  several  of  them  were  altogether  thrown  out  of  employment. 

13879.  Were  the  people  dissatisfied  at  being  left  out  of  the  works ?— ' They 
were,  those  who  were  left  out ; others  were  removed  from  works  on  which 
they  had  been  working  by  contract,  or  taskwork. 

13SS0.  Were  the  people  dissatisfied  with  the  committees,  or  with  the  officers: 
— I believe  they  blamed  both. 

138S1-2.  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  are  you  sure  there  are  no  townlands 
returned  wrong  ? — I do  not  think  there  are ; to  the  best  of  my  recollection  there 
are  not. 


13883.  What  do  you  mean  by  returning  a townland  wrong? — I mean  by 
returning  a man  for  a different  townland  to  that  on  which  he  resides. 

13S84.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  That  the  man  was  returned  as  living  in  one 
townland,  when  in  reality  he  lived  in  another  ? — Yes. 

13 885.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  parish  ? — No,  I am  talking  of  town- 
lands. 


13886.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  reference  to  parishes  ? — The  parish  is  gene- 
rally mentioned  ; it  was  by  townlands  we  went. 

13887.  Chairman .]  Would  it  be  still  worse  if  it  was  in  parishes? — Having 
the  townlands,  no  one  could  go  astray. 

13888.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  Did  you  return  the  man  as  living  in  townland 
A.,  when  he  ought  to  have  been  on  B. ; or  did  you  return  townland  A.  as  being 
in  parish  B.,  when  it  was  really  in  parish  C.  r — I find  that  mistake  has  occurred 
m this  instance ; the  proper  townland  is  given,  but  the  wrong  parish. 

13889.  Chairman.]  Is  not  that  a wrong  return? — It  is  not  correct,  but  not 
so  wrong  as  to  lead  a person  astray. 

13890.  The  townlands  were  all  rightly  returned  ? — Yes. 

13891.  Do  you  stand  to  it? — Yes,  that  the  townlands  are  properly  returned, 
but  the  parishes,  in  this  one  instance,  are  wrongly  returned. 

*3892.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  If  the  townland  be  in  one  parish,  and  be 
returned  in  another,  is  that  a correct  return? — No. 

1 3893.  It  is  an  incorrect  return  ?— It  is : the  mistake  is,  that  the  parish  is 
not  mentioned  at  all. 

*3894.  Chairman.]  Ought  it  to  have  been  mentioned? — It  ought. 

1 3895*  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Is  not  the  parish  mentioned  at  the  top  of  the 
column? — Yes. 

13896.  Where  there  is  no  other  parish  mentioned,  but  mere  commas  in  a 
subsequent  line,  is  not  the  conclusion  that  the  townland  is  in  the  same  parish  ? 
— It  is. 

1 3897 . Mr . Repton.]  Is  it  difficult  to  define  the  boundaries  of  these  town- 
lands? — Indeed  it  is;  it  must  have  been  a clerical  error  of  mine  not  to 
mention  the  parish. 
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13898.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.']  Is  it  difficult  to  define  the  boundaries  of  town- 
lands  ? — To  me  who  was  a stranger  in  the  place  it  was. 

13899.  Did  the  duty  of  defining  the  townland  boundaries  rest  with  you?— A 
great  portion  of  it. 

13900.  Did  not  the  applicants  for  relief  state  the  townlands  in  which  they 
resided  ?— ' They  did  generally. 

13901.  How  did  the  question  of  the  defining  the  boundary  of  the  townlands 
come  before  you  at  all  ? — The  mistake  was  as  to  the  parishes. 

1 3902.  How  did  the  question  of  the  defining  the  boundary  of  the  townlands 
come  before  you  at  all  ?— I understood  you  to  mean  how  did  we  find  out  the 
townlands  on  which  they  resided. 

1 3903.  Mr.  Repton.]  My  question  was,  is  it  difficult  to  define  the  boundaries 
of  these  two  townlands  ? — Which  two  ? 

13904.  Any  two. — One  is  a parish  and  the  other  is  a townland. 

13905.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Mr.  Repton  asked  you  if  there  was  any 
difficulty  in  defining  the  boundary  of  the  townlands  ; and  you  said  there  was; 
you  said  “Yes,  to  me,  as  a stranger” ? — Yes, in  the  townlands. 

i 3906.  I asked  how  it  came  to  you  to  define  the  boundaries  of  townlands  at 
all?— I am  afraid  I do  not  rightly  apprehend  the  question. 

13907.  Mr.  Belle'w.]  Was  it  not  stated  that  you  returned  one  townland  when 
three  or  four  were  included? — I believe  that  did  happen  in  Molier;but  all  the 
Moher  people  were  employed  on  works  inMoher  ; Moher  is  the  grand  denomi- 
nation. 

1390S.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  Did  you  not  put  down  the  name  of  every  town- 
land  where  the  persons  lived? — Yes. 

13909.  Therefore  in  any  particular  instance  was  one  townland  omitted  ? — 
I do  not  think  it  was. 

13910.  Chairman.]  In  the  month  of  February  last,  did  you,  by  direction  of 
Captain  Gordon,  prepare  a census  of  the  whole  district  ? — The  committee  did. 

13911.  Was  that  in  order  to  revise  the  old  labour  lists,  for  the  purpose  of 
issuing  new  ones? — Yes;  and  I think  Captain  Gordon  also  stated  that  the 
registry  or  census  would  have  been  very  useful  in  proceeding  under  the  New 
Relief  Act  which  was  then  coming  into  operation. 

13912.  You  are  of  opinion  it  would  have  been  so? — I think  so. 

13913.  Did  you  write  to  the  Commissariat-office  in  Dublin  for  a new  registry 
book  ? —I  did. 

13914.  Did  you  get  one  ? — I did. 

13915.  Did  you  copy  in  it  the  census? — I did. 

13916.  Did  you  receive  other  instructions  from  the  Commissariat-office  at 
the  time  ? — I received  the  minute  book  for  the  committee,  copies  of  several  Acts 
of  Parliament,  Relief  Acts,  also  several  papers  on  drainage,  and  papers  for  the 
guidance  of  relief  committees. 

13917.  Did  you  receive  the  papers  for  the  guidance  of  relief  committees  at 
that  time  for  the  first  time  ? — I did. 

13918.  Was  it  the  first  time  you  received  them  ? — Yes. 

13919.  Did  Captain  Gordon,  on  the  4th  March,  examine  your  registry  bookr 
— No  ; but  the  chairman  wrote  to  him  on  the  4th  March,  stating  it  was  ready 
for  his  inspection. 

13920.  Did  he  come  afterwards  and  examine  it? — Yes. 

13921.  Was  he  satisfied  with  it  ? — Yes  ; he  expressed  his  approbation  of  it. 

13922.  Had  you  seen  the  instructions  for  the  guidance  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee before  they  came  down  to  you  from  the  Commissariat-office  ? — I do  not 
recollect  that  I did ; I might  have  read  them  in  the  newspapers. 

13923.  Were  they  before  you  in  committee  ? — No. 

13924.  Mr.  IF.  Williams. J They  did  not  come  before  you  officially?  No, 
they  were  not  before  the  committee  ; I never  saw  them  till  I received  them  from 
the  Castle. 

13925.  Chairman.]  Did  Captain  Gordon  tell  you  he  had  received  an  order  to 
reduce  the  labourers  20  per  cent-  ? — Yes. 

13926.  Did  the  committee  remonstrate  against  that  ? — Yes. 

13927.  What  said  Captain  Gordon?— He  said,  as  he  had  reduced  the 
number  so  very  considerably  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  before,  that  he  would 
not  then  ask  them  to  take  off  the  entire  20  per  cent.,  and  he  fixed  on  100  as  the 
number  to  be  taken  off  in  lieu  of  it.  . , , 

13928.  Would 
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13928.  Would  that  be  10  or  20  per  cent.  ? — I think  it  would  be  less  than 
10  per  cent. 

i3929-  What  would  the  entire  number  of  men  to  be  employed  then  be : 

1,069. 

1393°.  Did  the  committee  undertake  on  that  to  strike  off  the  100  names 
They  did,  and  to  select  1,069. 

1^931 . As  proper  persons  to  be  employed  ?— Yes. 

33932.  Was  Captain  Gordon  satisfied  with  that?— He  was. 

1 3933 ■ Did  he  say  so  ? — He  did. 

13934-  Did  the  committee  afterwards  select  those  who  were  more  destitute 
than  others  i — They  did. 

13935-  Did  you  turn  off  the  least  destitute  r — Yes ; the  committee  spent  two 
days  in  making  the  selection. 

13936.  How  many  hours  a day  ?— I think  they  spent  on  the  first  day  rather 
better  than  five  hours. 

1 3937.  Of  the  second  ?— They  had  it  completed  on  the  second  day  about 
two  o’clock. 

13938.  When  did  they  begin  the  second  day r— About  11  o’clock;  they 
were  most  anxious  to  complete  it.  1 

13939-  After  the  selection  was  made,  did  you  take  the  registry  book  to 
Captain  Gordon? — Yes. 

13940.  At  Ennistimon? — Yes. 

13941-  Did  he  say  he  was  satisfied  with  what  you  had  done? — He  looked 
over  it,  and  appeared  to  be  pleased. 

13042.  Did  he  express  his  approbation  of  what  you  had  done?— Yes,  he  did. 
13943-  Did  he  show  what  you  had  done  to  the  chairman  of  the  Ennistimon 
committee,  who  was  there  present?— He  showed  the  book  to  Archdeacon 
Whitty. 

] 3944.  Did  he  say  for  what  purpose  ? — I think  as  a precedent  for  him  to 
act  on  for  his  committee  ; and  he  at  the  same  time  showed  me  some  lists  of  the 
Ennistimon  committee,  and  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
made  out. 

1 3945-  Did  the  committee  ever  place  servant  bo}-s  or  labourers  on  the  lists 
or  works  ? — Never,  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

13946.  Did  they  ever  do  so  ? — Never,  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

13947-  Were  servant  boys  on  the  lists? — No. 

13948.  Were  they  in  fact  on  the  lists  ? — I do  not  think  they  were. 

13949.  Do  you  know  ? — I am  almost  positive  they  were  not.  " 

1395°-  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  servant  boys 
were  employed  ? — I have  reason  to  believe  they  were  on  the  works,  but  they 
were  not  put  on  the  lists  or  the  works  by  the  committee. 

13951-  Chairman.]  Who  put  them  on? — They  must  have  been  put  on  by 
the  stewards,  or  the  check  clerks. 

.13952-  How  do  you  know  that  ? — Because  there  was  a rule  in  the  com- 
mittee not  to  put  servant  boys  on  the  lists. 

13953-  Mr.*  W.  Williams .J  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  servant  boys 
were  put  on  the  works  by  check  clerks,  or  any  other  persons  connected  with 
the  Board  of  Works  ? — Yes,  I am  sure  they  must  have  been  put  on  by  them. 

13954-  Chairman.]  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  them  ordered  on  by  persons 
connected  with  the  Board  of  Works  ? — No. 

13955*  Mr.  TV.  Williams.]  You  have  heard  they  were  on  the  works,  and 
they  were  not  with  the  knowledge  of  the  committee  ? — Yes. 

13956.  Mr.  Belletv.]  Were  the  masters  of  those  servant  boys  returned  on 
the  lists  of  the  committee  ? — I understand  some  of  them  were,  being  in  a state 
of  destitution  ; and  I suppose  they  were  on  the  works. 

13957-  Chairman.]  lain  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  do  not  know  that 
Mike  Shannon  had  two  servant  boys  on  the  public  works  ? — I do  not  know 
anything  at  all  about  it. 

1\ t1]? 95 S'  * am  desired  to  ask  you  about  John  Mullens;  can  you  show  John 
Mullens’s  name  in  the  list  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer  ? — His  name  was  on 
the  list  put  in  yesterday,  on  which  I stated  permission  was  given  by  Mr.  Galway 
to  employ  30  persons  ; he  was  one  of  those  then  employed. 
n 33959-  Mr.  Galway’s  list? — Yes,  on  the  list  made  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
vxalway. 

0,105-  4 z 2 13960.  Was 
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1 3960.  Was  that  list  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer  ? — I do  not  think  it  nas. 
13961.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Was  it  sent  to  the  engineer,  Mr.  Galway?— Mr. 
Galway  was  in  committee  when  it  was  made  out. 

13962.  Chairman.]  Iam  desired  to  ask  you  if  John  Mullens’s  name  was  on 
the  subsequent  list  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer?— I cannot  say. 

13963.  Was  Mullens’s  name  on  the  list  of  the  31st  December  ?— 1 am  not 
sure  ; I cannot  state. 

1 3964.  Have  you  get  the  list  there  ?— If  the  list  is  produced  to  me  I shall 
be  able  to  state ; I cannot  well  answer  that,  because  I speak  to  men  who  were 
at  work  on  the  Loghlone  hills,  and  who  were  transferred  to  the  Ballyhean  hills. 
It  was  done  without  any  reference  to  the  committee  ; and  when  I was  prepar- 
ing the  lists  of  the  31st  December,  I was  obliged  to  send  a copy  of  the  list  for 
Loghlone  hills. 

13965.  That  is  your  reason  for  omitting  from  the  lists  of  the  31st  December 
Mullins  ? — I suppose  so. 

130G6.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Might  this  man  have  been  employed  on  the  Bally- 
hean’ hills  without  his  name  appearing  on  your  list  ?— His  name  does  appear 
on  the  registry. 

13967.  Chairman.]  Not  on  the  31st  December?— On  the  registry;  it  is  not 
in  this  list. 

13963.  The  registry  was  kept  by  you  ? — Yes. 

1 3969.  Had  the  officers  a copy  of  the  registry  ?— No,  I believe  not,  but  they 
have  the  lists,  I suppose ; the  lists  always  remained  with  the  officers. 

13970.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Were  not  the  lists  an  exact  copy  of  your  regis- 
try ?— They  were  originally ; but  I have  stated  in  evidence  before,  that  the  com- 
mittee from  time  to  time  made  changes  ; when  destitute  objects  presented  them- 
selves, they  put  out  persons  who  that  were  in  less  destitution. 

13971.  Chairman.]  Now  take  the  next  case,  Widow  Mulqueeny;  does  not 
this  person  appear  on  the  committee’s  census  ?— I could  not  find  her  name,  and 
I searched  for  it. 

13972.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  know  she  is  returned  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  as  one  of  the  persons  Captain  Gordon  struck  off  ?— I cannot 
state. 

13973.  1 am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  names  of  any  of  the  persons  in 
this  list,  in  No.  3,761,  were  returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  either  on  the 
list  of  the  31st  December  or  the  list  of  the  5th  January  ? — The  parents  of 
several  of  them  were  returned  on  the  list  of  the  5th  January. 

13974.  You  are  asked  whether  the  names  of  the  persons  on  that  list  were 
returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee  on  the  list  of  the  31st  December  or  the 
list  of  the  5th  January  ? — I find  Andrew  Walsh,  of  Ballycotton,  is  returned 
on  the  list  of  the  31st  December,  as  residing  on  the  townland  of  Ballyvrislane. 

13975.  You  find  that  name  returned  on  the  list,  but  is  it  rightly  returned. 
— It  is  not. 

1 3976.  What  is  the  error  ? — It  appears  as  if  he  resided  on  Ballyvrislane. 
13977.  Is  that  a different  place  from  Ballycotton? — Yes. 

13978.  Might  not  that  have  misled  the  officer,  or  any  person  who  was  look- 
ing at  it? — I do  not  see  how  it  could  have  misled  him  so  much  as  to  induce  him 
to  put  Andrew  Walsh  out  of  employment. 

13979.  Is  he  returned  for  Ballyshane  by  Captain  Gordon  ? — I am  not  aware; 
I never  saw  the  lists  of  Captain  Gordon  ; they  were  never  sent  to  us  at  all. 

13980.  Are  there  any  other  names  which  you  can  find  out? — Pat  Hayes,  0 
Ballycotton,  is  returned  on  the  list  of  31st  December  ; Michael  Hayes,  of  Bal- 
lycotton, his  son,  was  on  the  list  for  the  Lough  road.  . . 

13981.  How  could  Captain  Gordon  have  known  from  these  two  entries  in 
these  two  several  lists,  that  one  was  the  son  of  the  other  ? — I do  not  say  he 
could  have  known  it ; but  what  Captain  Gordon  says  is,  that  the  committee 
never  returned  one  or  the  other,  and  I want  to  show  that  there  were  two  mem- 
bers of  the  family  at  work  since  the  works  were  opened. 

13982.  Generally  speaking,  are  these  names  returned  on  the  lists  of  the  3 is 
December  and  the  5th  January  ? — Generally  speaking,  the  same  names  are  no  • 
1 3983.  Are  these  names  in  Captain  Gordon’s  list,  No.  3,761  ? — No,  they  areno  . 
13984.  I am  desired  to  ask  you  why  they  did  not  appear  on  those  two  hs  * • 
— On  the  list  of  the  31st  December  the  parties  had  then  only  one  member  of 
family  at  work  ; the  greater  portion  of  them  had  not  a second,  and  some  of  toe 
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■were  not  on  the  works  at  all ; but  on  the  list  of  the  5th  January,  application 
Tvas  made  for  a second  man  for  several  of  them  ; they  were  selected  for  employ- 
ment by  Captain  Wynne  ; it  was  the  head  of  the  family  who  was  returned  to 
Captain  Wynne  in  the  lists  of  application,  and  of  course  that  was  the  person 
selected.  It  happened  that  the  head  of  the  family  was  already  on  the  work,  and 
of  course  it  was  the  son  that  should  go  as  a substitute  in  the  second  place ; and 
Mr.  Galway,  the  engineer,  gave  permission  to  put  the  sons  as  substitutes  for  the 
fathers. 

13985.  Were  any  such  reasons  as  those  assigned  in  the  lists  sent  to  the 
inspecting  officer? — Not  at  the  time  the  list  was  sent,  but  afterwards  we  dis- 
covered that  nobody  would  have  been  taken  on  the  works  by  Mr.  Galway, 
except  those  who  were  returned  on  Captain  Wynne’s  list  of  selection. 

13986.  And  so  there  was  a resolution  of  the  committe  about  it? — There 
was. 

13987.  Is  that  resolution  in  the  minute  book? — Yes. 

13988.  What  is  the  date  of  it  ? — The  10th  of  January  ; there  was  a letter  of 
mine  of  the  same  date,  which  went  further  to  explain  the  matter. 

13989.  Read  the  letter  ? — “Committee-room,  Liscannor,  10  th  January  1847- 
Sir,  I request  you  will  lay  the  enclosed  resolutions  before  Captain  Wynne, 
together  with  the  paper  in  which  the  errors  referred  to  in  the  first  resolution 
are  specified.  I also  beg  to  state,  for  Captain  Wynne’s  consideration,  that  in  the 
supplementary  list  furnished  to  him,  the  names  of  the  heads  of  families  were 
given  in  every  instance,  as  appears  from  the  fact  of  several  widows  being 
included  in  it ; that  some  of  those  heads  of  families  are  already  on  the  work- 
lists,  and  that  others  of  them  are  unable  to  work,  but  all  have  sons,  able- 
bodied  men.  Mr.  Galway  has  stated  to  the  committee,  that  he  can  take  no 
person  on  the  work  but  those  whose  names  are  on  the  additional  list.  You  will 
see  under  the  circumstances  that  it  is  impossible  to  comply  with  this  regula- 
tion ; as  where  two  men  from  one  family  are  given,  a son  must  represent  the 
father  in  every  such  case.  The  committee  hope  that  Captain  Wynne  will  give 
Mr.  Galway  immediate  instructions  upon  this  subject,  so  as  to  allow  the  poor 
people  to  be  set  to  work  at  once.” 

13990.  Was  anything  done  on  that  by  the  Government  officers? — I think 
Captain  Wynne  gave  -leave  to  make  the  substitutes. 

13991 . Did  he  ? — Mr.  Galway,  in  committee,  stated  that  he  did. 

13992.  Did  he,  or  did  he  not  ? — We  got  the  permission ; whether  it  came  from 
Captain  Wynne  or  not,  I cannot  say. 

13993.  Were  you  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon, 
on  the  4th  December  ? — Yes,  I was. 

13994.  What  part  of  the  room  were  you  in ; was  it  in  a court  or  in  a room  ? — 
In  the  court-house. 

1 3995-  What  part  of  the  court-house  did  you  sit  in  ?— Under  the  bench  of 
magistrates. 

13996.  Could  you  see  and  hear  what  took  place  on  the  bench  ? — I could 
hear ; I do  not  say  I could  see  everything,  for  I was  making  a note  of  what 
passed. 

13997-  Did  you  hear  some  discussion  on  the  bench,  on  different  topics  ? — 
I did. 

13998.  Did  you  hear  the  chairman  make  a complaint  about  Mr.  Millettr 
I did. 

, 1 3999 ■ After  that,  did  you  hear  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  say  something? 

^ es ; he  addressed  the  court  on  the  subject  for  which  the  meeting  was 
convened. 

14000.  What  was  it  he  stated? — I believe  he  made  some  observations,  first 
in  reference  to  a mis-report  of  a former  speech  of  his  that  appeared  in  the 
“ Clare  Journal and  he  also  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  the  works 
were  conducted. 

14001.  Did  he  advise  anything  to  be  done  ? — He  advised  proceedings  to  be 
taken  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  in  preference  to  the  Relief  Act. 

14002.  Did  you  see  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  there? — I did. 

14003.  Were  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  on  the  bench  ? I do  not  think 
they  were  on  the  bench,  but  quite  near  to  it. 

14004.  Were  they  below  the  bench  ? — On  the  same  level  with  the  bench. 

0.105.  4 z 3 14005.  Was 
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14005.  Was  there  a discussion  amorg  the  gentlemen  on  the  bench,  on  the 
construction  of  the  letter  ?— There  was  a very  long  discussion. 

14006.  Was  the  question  put  from  the  chair,  as  to  whether  they  should  pro- 
ceed  under  the  Act  or  under  the  letter  ?— The  question  was  put. 

14007.  Did  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  agree  to  proceed  under  the  letter? 
—They  did. 

14008.  Was  a sum  of  money  after  that  presented? — There  was. 

14009.  On  the  barony? — Yes. 

14010.  Of  what  ? — Corcomroe. 

14011.  To  be  expended  in  useful  and  profitable  works  ? — Yes. 

14012.  Did  the  members  of  the  Board  refuse  to  sign  the  presentment?— 
They  did. 

14013.  What  became  of  it  then? — It  was  handed  over  to  the  secretary  of 
the  grand  jury. 

14014.  What  was  he  there  for? — I believe  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
presentments,  and  forwarding  them  to  the  Castle. 

14015.  Did  you  hear  at  that  meeting  any  language  used  by  any  person 
likely  to  excite  the  people  to  commit  crime  or  violence  on  any  person  ? — I did 
not. 

14016.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  You  have  stated  that  there  was  a considerable  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  it  would  be  more  desirable  to  employ  the  people  on 
tillage,  or  on  the  roads,  or  other  kind  of  employment,  before  the  public  officers  ? 
— A very  long  discussion. 

14017.  What  was  the  general  feeling  of  the  meeting  with  regard  to  those 
two  means  of  employment  ? — The  general  feeling  was  that  they  should  be 
employed  in  useful  works. 

14018.  What  do  you  call  useful  works? — The  proposition  of  the  meeting 
was,  to  employ  the  people  in  making  permanent  fences,  and  in  the  preparation 
of  the  soil. 

14019.  That  is,  for  tillage? — Yes. 

14020.  Was  that  the  universal  feeling  of  the  meeting  ? — Yes. 

14020*.  Both  as  regarded  the  gentry  and  the  people  ? — Yes. 

14021.  Which  of  the  gentry  expressed  any  opinion  in  opposition? — I think 
Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty. 

1 4022.  Did  any  one  else  ? — I cannot  recollect  any  one  else. 

14023.  Was  there  much  disturbance  or  indication  of  violence  at  that  meet- 
ing?—There  was  a great  deal  of  noise,  but  no  disturbance,  nor  should  I say 
indication  of  violence. 

14024.  Was  it  a description  of  clamour  that  you  generally  observed  at  those 
kind  of  meetings  ? — The  people  were  very  clamorous  ; there  were  frequent  calls 
to  open  the  works,  that  they  were  starving. 

14025.  Was  there  any  disposition  manifested  by  that  meeting  hi  any  way  to 
molest  or  commit  an  act  of  violence  or  injury  on  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  ? — I do  not  think  there  was. 

14026.  Then  Captain  Wynne  has  written  to  the  Board  of  Works  giving  an 
account  of  the  conduct  of  the  people  at  that  meeting,  and  he  has  used  these 
words  : “ I and  the  other  officers  of  your  Board  have  strong  reasons  to  com- 
plain of  the  conduct  of  the  two  Members,  who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to  the  assassin ; ” do  you  consider 
from  your  observation  of  the  conduct  of  the  people,  that  there  was  the  remotest 
ground  or  justification  for  that  imputation  ? — I do  not  think  it  was  warranted 
in  any  way  by  what  passed  at  that  meeting.  _ . 

14027.  Was  there  a shade  of  ground  for  making  such  a description  of  the 
meeting  ? — I do  not  think  there  was.  , 

14028.  Then  further  on  he  states,  “and  hallooing  on  a mob  of  a tkousan 
of  the  worst  description,  who  where  present;”  do  3rou  consider  that  tiiey 
hallooed  the  mob  to  do  any  act  of  violence  ? — They  certainly  did  not. 

14029.  Do  you  consider  that  the  thousand  persons  assembled  there 
persons  of  the  worst  description  ? — I am  sure  there  were  not  a thousand  persons 
there  at  all,  nor  were  they  of  the  worst  description ; it  was  a mixed  meeting, 
composed  of  large  and  small  farmers  and  labourers.  . Qf 

14030.  Were  they  anything  but  a common  assemblage  of  the  population 
the  neighbourhood ?— They  were  not;  by  neighbourhood,  I infer  you  uiea 
the  surrounding  district  of  country.  ^an 
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14031.  Can  you  form  an  opinion  about  what  the  number  of  persons  were 
in  that  meeting  ?— I should  say  about  500  or  600  ; I think  that  was  the  outside 
of  it. 

14032.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  In  your  opinion,  was  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentlemen  at  the  meeting,  or  by  the  officers  of  the  Board,  a correct  one 
respecting  the  letter  ? — I was  disposed  to  take  the  same  view  that  the  gentle- 
men took  of  it. 

14033.  Chairman.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  you  sent  to  the  Clare 
Journal  of  Thursday,  December  the  10th,  a statement  of  what  passed  there?— Yes. 

14034.  Is  this  it  in  page  54  ? — It  purports  to  be  ; but  it  is  a garbled  statement 
of  what  I sent. 

14035.  What  is  the  garbled  part  of  it  ? — A great  portion  of  it  is  omitted. 

14036.  Have  you  got  a copy  of  what  you  sent? — No,  I have  not. 

14037.  Who  desired  you  to  make  it  out? — Nobody  ; when  I was  going  out 
to  the  meeting,  I had  no  notion  of  making  the  report ; I was  learning  to  write 
short-hand  at  the  time,  and  I was  generally  improving  myself  in  that  way, 
making  reports  of  meetings. 

14038.  Mr.  Aglionby.]  In  what  respect  is  the  report  garbled  ? — I think  there 
is  a very  important  part  of  it  left  out. 

14039.  Chairman .]  What  is  left  in  is  what  you  sent?— What  is  left  in 
I think  is  correct. 

14040.  What  is  in  is  right,  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  part  is  left  out? — Yes. 

14041.  Mr.  Aglionby.]  Which  were  the  important  parts  that  are  left  out; 
read  any  part  that  you  think  is  of  importance  ? — “ Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p., 
begged  to  make  one  observation  in  reference  to  what  had  been  said  about  the 
works  in  Killilagh : he  should  say  that  there  was  a total  absence  of  necessary 
employment  in  the  district  of  Ballynalachen,  and  the  people  would  be  obliged 
to  go  a distance  of  four  and  five  miles  for  that  which  was  proposed.  That  was 
a state  of  things  that  should  be  remedied,  as  the  people  in  that  district  were 
labouring  under  difficulties  it  was  impossible  to  describe.  He  had  to  express 
similar  regret  as  regarded  the  parish  of  Clonna,  where  the  poor  were  suffering 
more  privations  than  any  language  he  could  command  was  strong  enough  to 
portray,  and  where,  owing  to  some  unfortunate  circumstance,  upwards  of  60 
families  were  excluded  from  employment  since  the  commencement  of  the 
works.  That  was  a monstrous  injustice;  he  blamed  no  person  in  particular, 
but  certainly  blame  rested  in  some  place,  and  he  would  take  care  to  have  the 
matter  inquired  into.” 

14042.  You  have  read  that  from  a copy  of  the  Clare  Journal  ?— Yes. 

H043-  Is  that  one  important  part  which  you  say  is  different  from  the 
paper  printed,  purporting  to  be  that  report,  and  delivered  in  by  the  officers  of 
Government  ? — Yes. 

i4°44-  Look  at  the  paper  to  which  you  have  referred,  page  54,  and  say 
whether  it  does  not  purport  to  be  an  extract  from  that  report  ?— I would  not 
say  from  looking  at  it  that  it  was  an  extract,  but  a report. 

14045.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  that  part  of  the  report  which  you 
sent  to  the  Clare  Journal,  which  has  been  omitted  in  this  paper,  was  calculated 
to  produce  an  erroneous  impression  of  what  took  place  at  that  meeting  ? — I 
think  it  would  not  give  a fair  impression  of  what  took  place. 

14046.  Chairman.]  In  your  judgment,  nothing  passed  at  that  meeting  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  people  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

J4047.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.]  There  is  this  extract  at  the  bottom  of  the 
aoth  page : “ Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  also  complained  that  he  had  at  the  Inchiquin 
sessions  to  grapple  with  the  insinuation  made  by  Captain  "Wynne,  that  the 
gentlemen  of  this  county  were  capable  of  putting  men  in  good  circumstances 
on  the  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute.  He  denied  the  insinuation, 
ar  Waf  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he  meant  anything  personal.  He 

(Mr.  O'Brien)  denied  the  right  of  Mr.  Wynne  to  interfere  with  the  relief  com- 
mittees ; they  who  knew  the  people,  lived  amongst  them,  and  who  were  aware 
01  their  circumstances,  who  felt  for  their  privations,  and  who  had  ever  mani- 
. ,d  the  utmost  anxiety  to  relieve  their  distresses,  ought  surely  to  be  better 
juages  of  those  things  than  Captain  Wynne;  and  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differed  with 
mat  gentleman’s  policy,  when  he  says,  that  because  a poor  man  may  have  yet 
j?me  little  subsistence  left,  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved  until  that  is  exhausted.” 

0 jou  think  saying  that  was  likely  to  excite  the  people  against  Captain 

°‘ 1 0 5*  4 z 4 Wynne?— 


Mr.  J Hiog'tts. 
23  June  1847. 
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sir.  j.  Higgins.  Wynne  r— Well,  I do  not  think  it  would  incite  them  to  commit  violence  on 

23  June  1847.  14048.  You  do  not  think  it  would  excite  them  to  that  degree  that  they 

would  commit  murder?— It  would  not  to  that  degree;  they  were  already 
excited  very  much. 

14049.  Chairman .]  Would  not  the  tendency  of  such  an  observation  be  to  set 
the  people  against  the  Government  officers  at  that  time,  the  people  being  already 
excited  ? — It  might  have  that  effect. 

14010.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  But  did  it  have  that  effect  ? — I do  not  think  it  did. 

14050*.  Mr.  Aglionby .]  Did  Mr.  O’Brien  make  that  remark  to  the  people, 
or  address  it  to  the  people,  with  a view  of  exciting  them  ? — I do  not  consider 
Mr.  O’Brien  addressed  any  observations  to  the  people  ; his  observations  were 
solely  directed  to  the  magistrates,  the  cesspayers,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works. 

14051 . And  if  he  entertained  that  opinion  conscientiously,  did  he  express  it 
in  such  a manner  as  he  had  a right  to  do  ? — I think  he  did. 

14052.  x\reyou  of  the  same  opinion  as  expressed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  in  that 
sentence  ? — I am. 

14053.  Are  you  of  the  same  opinion  with  him,  “that  they  who  knew  the 
people,  lived  amongst  them,  and  who  were  aware  of  their  circumstances,  who 
felt  for  their  privations,  and  who  had  ever  manifested  the  utmost  anxiety  to 
relieve  then*  distresses,  ought  surely  to  be  better  judges  of  those  things  than 
Captain  Wynne ; and  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differed  with  that  gentleman’s  policy 
when  he  said,  that  because  a poor  man  may  have  yet  some  little  subsistence 
left,  he  ought  not  to  be  relieved  until  that  is  exhausted  ” ?—  Yes. 

14054.  Do  you  think  that  was  an  opinion  fairly  entertained  ? — Yes. 

14055.  Mr.  Belleiv. ] Are  you  not  aware  that  Captain  Wynne,  or  any  officer 
in  his  situation,  was  appointed  with  a direct  view  of  interfering  with  relief  com- 
mittees?— I think  he  was,  but  I might  have  been  mistaken  in  reporting  relief 
committees,  for  I heard  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  after  this  report  appeared,  that  he 
could  not  have  meant  relief  committees. 

14056.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  You  have  stated  that  the  observations  of  Mr.  O'Brien 
might  have  a tendency  to  excite  the  people,  but  that,  in  point  of  fact,  such  an 
effect  did  not  take  place,  according  to  your  apprehension  r — It  did  not,  as  I con- 
ceive. 

14057.  Do  you  consider  that  tendency  to  excite  the  people  would  produce 
the  effect  of  any  attempt  being  made  to  assassinate  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Works  ? — I do  not  think  it  would. 

14058.  You  know  the  character  of  the  people  well  ? — Very  well. 

14059.  And  do  you  think  there  is  anything  in  the  character  of  the  people  in 
the  remotest  degree  to  justify  that  expression  that  the  people  were  excited  by 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  to  the  extent  of,  probably,  assassinating  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — I do  not  think  they  had  the  slightest  idea  of  it,  or 
that  they  could  be  in  any  way  influenced  to  it  by  any  observations  that  were 
addressed  in  the  court-house  that  day. 

14060.  Chairman .]  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Hennessy  ? — Yes. 

14061.  How  soon  after? — I cannot  say  how  soon  after. 

14062.  How  near  is  the  place  to  Liscannor  ? — Twenty  miles. 

14063.  Was  he  a Government  officer? — I understood  from  the  report  that 

appeared  in  the  Clare  Journal  that  he  was.  , 

14064.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Was  he  at  all  in  anyway  connected  or  employe 
in  that  district  immediately  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  residence  of  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  ? — No,  he  was  not. 

14065.  He  was  not  at  all  in  the  Liscannor  district  ? — No.  ^ f 

14066.  Mr.  Aglionby.]  Is  it  20  Irish  miles,  or  20  English  miles  ? — I am  no.- 
sure.  - 

14067.  Chairman.]  How  far  was  it  from  Corofin  where  Hennessy  was  shot. 
— I cannot  state  precisely. 

14068.  Seven  or  eight  miles  ? — I think  it  is  more. 

14069.  Eight  or  nine  ? — I think  it  is  about  nine.  . , = 

14070.  Mr.  IV.  Williams.]  Do  you  think  anything  said  or  done  by  either 
the  Members  for  Clare,  at  the  meeting  of  the  4th  December,  would  have  1 
effect  of  producing  that  attack  on  Hennessy’s  life  ? — I do  not  think  it  worn  * 

14071.  Mr.  Aglionby.]  Was  Hennessy  a steward?— Ido  not  know  111  ^ 
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■what  his  situation  was  ; I believe  he  was  steward,  or  overseer,  or  something  of 
that  kind. 

14072.  From  what  you  saw  among  the  people  in  your  own  immediate  district 
or  neighbourhood,  during  the  time  Captain  Wynne  had  occasion  to  be  there, 
was  there  any  necessity,  in  your  opinion,  for  Captain  Wynne,  or  any  Govern- 
ment officer  so  situated,  travelling  armed  with  rifles  or  pistols  for  his  self- 
defence  ?— I do  not  think  there  was  in  that  district ; it  was  very  peaceable. 

14073.  In  other  districts  you  do  not  know  what  necessity  there  might  be? 

I do  not. 

14074-  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  you  hear  of  any  attempt  whatever  having  been 
made  by  the  people  of  that  district  to  commit  any  act  of  violence  towards  anv 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — No,  I did  not. 

14075.  Not  even  an  assault? — No  ; and  I was  told  by  an  officer  of  the  Board 
of  Works  with  whom  I travelled  here,  that  he  felt  very  sorry  at  leaving  that 
district. 

34076.  Did  he  state  any  reason? — That  he  was  so  well  liked  by  the  people, 
that  he  was  not  afraid  to  go  day  or  night  in  the  country  among  them. 

14077.  That  in  fact  he  was  among  a well-disposed  and  peaceable  population  ? 
— I should  say  so. 

14078.  Mr.  Aglionbi/.]  I will  ask  you  a general  question:  can  you  state  to 
the  Committee  whether,  in  your  opinion,  from  the  opportunities  you  have  had 
of  observing  Mr.  O’Brien’s  conduct  during  the  whole  time  he  was  in  that  dis- 
trict acting  officially,  he  gave  support,  assistance,  and  co-operation  to  the 
Board  of  Works,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  under  the  very  difficult  circum- 
stances of  the  time  ? — I think  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  to  give  more. 

14079.  As  far  as  you  observed,  did  he  endeavour  to  keep  the  committee 
correct  in  their  mode  of  dealing  with  the  people  under  such  extreme  pressure  r 
— He  did  ; and  the  committee  frequently  told  him  he  was  too  strict. 

14080.  Chairman.]  Are  you  continued  professionally  with  Mr.  O’Brien 
now  ? — No. 

14081.  When  did  you  cease  to  be  so  r — In  January  184G,  I stated  yesterday. 

140S2.  Have  you  conducted  the  business  before  the  Committee  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  O’Brien  ? — I have  given  a great  deal  of  information  and  every  assis- 
tance I could ; I was  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  facts  than  he  was 
himself. 

14083.  Since  you  have  been  disconnected  from  Mr.  O’Brien  in  business, 
what  has  been  your  professional  employment  ? — Mr.  O’Brien  recommended 
me  for  an  appointment  in  the  Excise,  and  I received  that  last  January. 

1 4084.  Have  you  been  acting  under  that  appointment  ? — I have  not  been 
fully  qualified  yet. 

1 4085.  Where  have  you  been  all  the  time  ? — I only  left  the  country  for  Dublin 
in  April. 

14086.  And  have  you  been  living  in  Dublin  ever  since  ? — Yes,  till  I was 
summoned  here. 

14087.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien .]  Why  do  you  say  you  were  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  than  he  was  himself? — Because  my  capa- 
city as  secretary  to  the  committee  gave  me  more  information  than  he  could 
have,  and  he  left  the  country  in  January  to  attend  to  his  Parliamentary  duties, 
and  of  course  knew  nothing  of  what  passed  in  committees  since  then. 

14088.  What  period  in  January  did  he  leave  the  country? — On  the  1 3th 
of  January. 

14089.  Chairman.']  I am  desired  to  ask  you,  when  the  lists  were  sent  on  the 
1st  of  January,  how  did  you  know  the  purpose  they  were  sent  for  if  you  did 
not  receive  Mr.  Pratt’s  letter  ? — In  my  former  evidence  I said  that  Mr.  Weldon 
wrote  a note  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  stating  that  Captain  Wynne  sent  the  lists  to  him, 
as  they  were  imperfect  in  their  then  state  without  the  chairman’s  signature. 


Mr.  AGLIONBY  resumed  the  chair. 

14090.  Chairman .]  Is  that  the  letter  of  Mr.Labouchere,  on  which  you  repre- 
sent so  much  controversy  has  taken  place,  which  appears  in  the  schedule  to 
me  Act  of  Parliament,  10  Viet.  c.  10,  and  it  appears  to  be  dated  from  Dublin 
Castle  on  5th  October  1846  ?— Yes,  that  is  the  same. 

0-105.  5 A [The 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
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Mr. ./.  Higgins. 

{The  following  document  was  delivered  in,  and  read :] 

23  June  1847. 

Sir,  Dublin  Castle,  5 October  1846. 

I am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  inform  you,  that  his  Excellency  has  had  under 
his  consideration  the  various  representations  which  have  been  made  to  him  of  the  opera- 
lion  of  the  Poor  Employment  Act,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  finding,  in  the  greater  number 
of  baronies,  * public  works,’  upon  which  it  would  be  expedient  or  beneficial  to  expend 
money  to  the  extent  requisite  for  affording  employment  to  the  people  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  distress ; and  with  a view  of  obviating  the  bad  effects  of  a great  expenditure 
of  money  in  the  execution  of  works  comparatively  unproductive,  he  desires  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works  will  direct  the  officers  acting  under  them,  in  the  respective 
counties,  to  consider  and  report  upon  such  works  of  a reproductive  character  and  perma- 
nent utility  as  may  be  presented  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned  at  any  sessions  held 
under  the  above  Act;  and  his  Excellency  will  be  prepared  to  sanction  and  approve  of  such 
of  those  works  as  may  he  recommended  by  the  Board,  and  so  presented,  in  the  same 
maimer  as  if  they  had  been  strictly  * public  works,’  and  presented  as  such  in  the  manner 
required  by  the  Act. 

1.  The  presentment  sessions  will  estimate  the  sum  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  raise 
off' the  barony,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  employment. 

2.  They  will  also  ascertain  the  proportion  of  such  assessment,  which,  according  to  the 
last  poor-law  valuation,  may  be  chargeable  upon  each  electoral  division  of  a union,  or 
portion  of  an  electoral  division  (if  the  whole  shall  not  be  included)  in  the  barony ; and 
they  shall  obtain  for  this  purpose,  from  the  clerk  of  each  poor-law  union,  a copy  of  such 
valuation. 

3.  They  will  present  for  such  useful  and  profitable  works  to  be  executed  in  each  elec- 
toral division,  to  the  amount  of  its  proportion  of  the  assessment,  ascertained  as  above. 

4.  In  case  of  drainage,  however,  and  subsoiling,  so  far  as  it  shall  be  connected  with  drain- 
aoe,  an  undertaking  shall  be  given  in  writing,  and  transmitted  with  the  presentment  by 
the  person  or  persons  whose  lands  are  proposed  to  be  drained  (being  4 proprietor’  in  the 
terms  of  the  Act  5 8c  6 Viet.  c.  89),  stating  that  the  money  so  to  be  expended  shall  be  a 
charge  exclusively  on  the  lands  so  to  be  improved,  and  be  levied  from  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  an  award  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners,  as  under  the  last-mentioned  Act,  and 
its  amendments. 

His  Excellency  wishes  it  to  be  further  understood,  that  in  case  these  regulations  are  not 
acted  upon,  and  the  portions  of  the  assessment  which  would  be  leviable  from  each  electoral 
division  are  not  presented  to  be  expended  on  some  work  within  such  division,  the  pro- 
ceedings at  such  sessions  must  be  considered  with  strict  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the 
9 & 10  Viet.  c.  107. 

His  Excellency  considering  also  that  many  baronies  have  already  held  sessions  under 
that  Act,  to  which  baronies  the  opportunity  ot  making  applications  in  the  manner  now  pre- 
scribed has  not  been  afforded,  it  is  his  desire  that  all  works,  already  sanctioned  in  those 
baronies,  or  applied  for,  and  which  it  may  become  requisite  to  sanction,  in  order  to  afford 
continued  employment,  shall  be  proceeded  with  until  other  sessions  may  be  conveniently 
held  in  such  baronies. 

His  Excellency,  in  taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility,  under  the  urgent  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  of  inviting  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers  to  provide  employment  tor 
the  people  by  the  execution  of  useful  and  reproductive  works,  confidently  trusts,  with  their 
assistance,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  on  their  united  exertions,  that  the  calamity 
with  which  it  has  pleased  providence  to  afflict  Ireland,  may  yet  in  its  results  become  con- 
ducive 10  the  production  of  a greater  abundance  of  human  food  from  the  soil,  and  to  toe 
future  permanent  improvement  of  the  country. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Board  (signed)  dl.  Labouchere. 

of  Public  Works. 


14091.  I now  put  two  papers  into  your  hand,  which  have  been  returned  0 
Parliament,  and  I ask  you  whether  these  are  copies  of  presentments  made  under 
that  Act  of  Parliament  and  that  letter  ? — This  is  one  of  them,  relating  to  Ennis- 
timon.  . 

14092.  And  the  other  you  believe  to  be  so? — Yes;  but  I was  not  at  t a 
meeting  at  Corofin. 


[The  following  Documents  were  handed  in,  and  read:] 
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[-Film  of  Minute  to  be  used  in  case  Presentment  Sessions  resolve  to  proceed  accordins  to 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  Letter.]  6 


MINUTES  of  PROCEEDINGS  at  an  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for 
the  Barony  of  Ineliiquin,  County  of  Clare,  held  under  the  Act  q & 10  Viet  c iot  nt 
Corofin,  this  30th  day  of  November  1846.  y 7>  at 


Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
23  June  1847. 


Present : 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  Esq.  m.p..  Chairman. 


Hugh  O’Loughlin. 
Thomas  Blood. 

William  Adams  Brew. 
Hewett  Bridgman,  m.d. 


Magistrates. 

Rev.  John  Archdeacon  Whitt}', 

John  Euright,  and 

Edward  William  Burton,  Esqrs. 


Owen  M'Gan. 
Patrick  Shannon. 
Michael  Ryan. 
George  Davis. 


Associated  Cess  Payers. 

Ralph  Cullinan. 

James  Shannon. 

Michael  Organ. 

Francis  Morice,  Secretary  of  Grand  Jury. 

■,  Inspecting  Officer  of  Board  of  Works. 

> County  Surveyor  or  other  Engineer  of  Board. 


•V  ®e®si0ns  ^solved  that  the  proceedings  should  be  taken  entirely  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  dated  the 
5th  of  October  1 846. 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  Chairman. 

2.  The  sessions  resolved  that  the  total  sum  of  8,920!.  6s.  3d.,  being  one-third  part  ot 
the  poor-law  valuation  of  the  whole  barony,  will  be  necessary,  and  should  be  voted,  to 
employ  the  destitute  people  of  the  whole  barony,  for  two  months,  or  until  another  sessions 
shall  be  called. 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  Chairman. 

3 & 4.  The  sessions  apportion  the  said  total  sum  on  the  several  electoral  divisions  or 
parts  of  electoral  divisions  within  the  barony,  according  to  the  poor-law  valuation  thereof, 
and  have  made  presentments  to  the  amount  of  same  respectively,  as  set  forth  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : 


CHAIRMAN’S  MINUTE  OF  PROCEEDINGS 
Barony  of  Ineliiquin,  County  of  Clare. 

Total  Poor-law  Valuation,  26,760/.  i8s.  10 cl..  Total  sum  voted,  8,920/.  6s.  3d.,  being 
one-third  part  of  valuation. 


Name  of 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of 
Electoral  Division, 
within 

limits  of  Baronj'. 

Name  of 
Poor-law  Union 

which  Situate. 

Poor-law  Valuation 
of 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of 
Electoral  Division, 
within 

Limits  of  Barony. 

Apportionment 

of 

Total  Sum  Voted 
for 

Barony  on 
each 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of  ditto. 

Name  of  Class  of  Work, 
as  Drainage,  Subsoiling,  Roads, 
&c.,  without  Particulars, 
which  are  to  be 
given  in  Schedule  furnished 
by  the 

Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
pursuant  to  Act. 

Inagh 
Dysart 
Ruan  - 
Rath  - 
Corofin 
Kilkeedy  . 

T< 

Ennis 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ennistimon 
- Ditto  - 
Gort 

3TALS  - - - £. 

£.  s.  d. 
3,108  - 6 
5,718  6 - 
4,326  10  6 

4*292  5 - 

6,102  4 - 
3,213  12  10 

£.  s.  d. 
1,036  - 2 
1,906  2 - 
1,442  3 6 
1,430  15  - 
2,034  1 4 
1,071  4 3i 

1 

Useful  and  profitable 
work  on  the  holdings  of 
1 small  farmers,  to  secure 
provisions  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  people  for 
the  next  year. 

26,760  1 8 10 

8,920  6 gjj 
1 

(signed)  Cornelius  O'Brien, 

Dated  at  Corofin,  this  30th  day  of  November  1846.  Chairman. 
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Mr.  J-  Higgins. 
23  June  184.7. 


Statement  referred  to  in  a Letter  to  J ■ Parker , Esq.,  dated  7 April  1847. 

No  “ Copies  of  Presentments  made  or  passed  by  the  Magistrates  and  Ratepapers 
at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  held  at  Corofin,  for  the  Barony  of  Inchiquin,  in  the  County 
of  Clare,  on  the  30th  day  of  November  1846,  and  at  Ennistimon,  for  the  Barony  of  Cor- 
comroe,  in  the  same  county,  on  the  4th  day  ol  December  in  the  same  year,  were  ever 
received  by  the  Under  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

The  following  copies  of  letters,  addressed  by  the  Under  Secretary  to  the  secretary  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Clare,  will  show  what  took  place  in  this  office  in  reference 
to  the  proceedings  at  the  sessions  referred  to. 


I. — Inchiquin. 

g;r  Dublin  Castle,  4 December  1846. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  with  the  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings at  Corofitf  sessions,  but  without  any  schedule  of  the  works  presented  at  it,  1 am 
directed  to  state,  that  a part  of  the  sheet  containing  the  minutes  being  ruled  for  the  sche- 
dule, it  is  herewith  returned,  in  order  that  the  particulars  may  be  inserted,  although  from 
these  minutes  it  would  appear  that  the  works  are  not  such  as  are  contemplated  in  the 
Chief  Secretary’s  letter  of  5th  October,  or  could  be  undertaken  by  the  Board  of  Works. 
If  no  particular  works  were  presented,  it  is  obvious  that  none  can  be  executed,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  sessions  must,  in  that  case,  be  without  effect. 

I am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  (signed)  T.  N.  Redington. 

County  of  Clare,  Ennis. 

No  reply  to  the  above  letter  was  received ; and  the  “ minutes  of  proceedings”  having 
been  returned  to  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury,  no  copy  of  them  can  be  furnished  from 
this  office,  or  from  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


II. — Corcomiioe. 

g-ir  Dublin  Castle,  7 December  1846. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  51I1  instant,  enclosing  copy  of 
the  minutes  of  proceedings  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  on  the  4th 
instant  for  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  and  of  a separate  resolution  there  agreed  to,  I am 
directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  inform  you,  that  as  it  appears  that  the  magistrates  and 
cesspayers  did  not  make  any  presentments  for  particular  works,  but  merely  recorded  their 
opinion  that  certain  sums  should  be  expended  in  the  several  electoral  divisions  in  the 
execution  of  works  of  a certain  class, — no  works  could  be  undertaken  in  pursuance  of 
their  proceedings,  even  if  the  class  of  works  described  were  within  the  scope  of  the  Chiet 
Secretary’s  letter,  in  accordance  with  which  they  had  resolved  to  proceed. 

I am,  &.c. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury,  (signed)  T.  N.  Redington. 

County  of  Clare,  Ennis. 

Copy  of  the  minutes  of  proceedings  and  resolution,  above  mentioned,  are  annexed. 


[ Form  of  Minute  to  be  used  in  case  Presentment  Sessions  resolve  to  proceed  according  to 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  Letter.'] 

MINUTES  of  PROCEEDINGS  at  an  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions, 
for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe,  County  of  Clare,  held  under  the  Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  i°7» 
at  Ennistimon , this  4th  day  of  December  1846. 


Present : 

William  N.  M'Namara,  m.p.,  Chairman. 


Rev,  John  Whitty. 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p. 
George  M'Natnara. 


Magistrates. 

John  S.  O’Brien. 
Francis  M.  Calcutt. 
John  O’Brien,  m.p. 
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Associated  Cess  Payees. 


Darby  Kelly. 

Peter  Gibson. 
Michael  Fitzgerald. 
James  O’Gorman. 
Peter  O’Loughlin. 


George  Greene. 
Michael  Daly. 
John  Cahill. 
John  Regan. 


Frans.  Morice,  Secretary  of  Grand  Jury. 

, Inspecting  Officer  of  Board  of  Works. 

} County  Surveyor  or  other  Engineer  of  Board. 


l.  The  sessions  resolved  that  the  proceedings  should  be  taken  entirely  in  accordance 
with  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  dated  the  5th 
of  October  1846. 

W.  N.  M’Famara,  Chairman. 


2.  The  sessions  resolved  that  the  total  sum  of  13,488/.  5s.  6 d.,  being  one-half  part  of 
the  poor-law  valuation  of  the  whole  barony,  will  be  necessary,  and  should  be  voted,  to 
employ  the  destitute  people  of  the  whole  barony,  for  three  months,  or  until  another  session 
shall  be  called. 

IV.  JSr.  M'Namara , Chairman. 

3 Sc  4.  The  sessions  apportion  the  said  total  sum  on  the  several  electoral  divisions  or 
parts  of  electoral  divisions  within  the  barony,  according  to  the  poor-law  valuation  thereof, 
and  have  made  presentments  to  the  amount  of  same  respectively,  as  set  forth  in  the 
following  table. 

W.  N.  M‘Namara,  Chairman. 


CHAIRMAN’S  MINUTE  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

Barony  of  Corcomroe , County  of  Clare. 

Total  Poor-law  Valuation,  26,976 1.  ns.  Total  sum  voted,  13,4885.  5s.  6d.,  being 
one-half  part  of  valuation. 


Name  of 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of 
Electoral  Division, 
within 

Limits  of  Barony. 

Name  of 
Poor-  law  Union 

which  Situate. 

Poor-law  Valuation 
of 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of 
Electoral  Division, 
within 

Limits  of  Barony. 

Apportionment 

of  i 

Total  Sum  Voted 
for 

Barony  on 
each 

Electoral  Division, 
or  part  of  ditto. 

£.  5.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Ennistimon 

Ennistimon  - 

7,309  5 " 

3,654  13  6 

Liscannor  - 

- Ditto 

5,4’ 9 4 - 

2,709  1 2 - 

Kilshanny  - 

- Ditto 

2,235  2 - 

1,117  11  “ 

Killilagh 

- Ditto 

4,829  10  - 

2,414  15  - 

Kilfenora  - 

- Ditto 

7,183  10  - 

3,591  15  " 

To: 

rAis  - - - £. 

26,976  11  - 

13,488  5 6 

Name  of  Class  of  Work, 
is  Drainage,  Subsoiling,  Roads, 
&c.,  without  Particulars, 
which  are  to  be 
given  in  Schedule  furnished 
by  the 

Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
pursuant  to  Act. 


The  sum  apportioned  for 
each  Electoral  Division  to 
be  expended  upon  useful 
and  profitable  works  on  the 
holdings  of  the  small  farm- 
ers within  each  division, 
particularly  in  the  making 
of  permanent  fences  and 
preparation  of  the  soil  for 
the  reception  of  seed,  and 
thereby  secure  food  for  the 
population,  now  in  a state 
of  destitution,  during  the 
next  year. 


Bated  at  Ennistimon,  this  4th  day  of  December  1846. 


W.  N.  M'Namara,  Chairman. 


<>•105. 
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Mr.  J Higgins. 
23  June  1847. 
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Mr.  J.  Higgins. 
23  June  1847. 


Copy  of  Resolution  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Jury.  Countv  Cln » 
on  5 December  1846.  ’ 

At  a meeting  of  the  magistrates  and  cesspayers,  assembled  at  an  extraordinary  session' 
held  at  Ennistimon,  pursuant  to  his  Excellency’s  proclamation,  for  the  barony  of  Cor" 
comroe,  it  was,  on  the  motion  of  Francis  M/Namara  Calcutt,  Esq.,  j.  p.,  seconded  by  John 
S.  O’Brien,  Esq.,  J.  p.. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  works  now  in  progress  in 
this  barony,  under  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  107,  have  been  hitherto  conducted  without  a due 
regard  of  economy  - that  most  of  them  are  useless;  and  that  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution this  day  entered  into,  for  the  substitution  of  useful  and  profitable  works  is  the 
only  means  by  which  the  destitute  can  be  properly  relieved,  provision  secured  for  them 
in  the  next  year,  and  the  property  of  the  country  saved  from  confiscation. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  our  chairman  be  requested  to  communicate  our  senti- 
ments to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

(signed)  W.  N.  M'Natnara, 

4 December  1846.  Chairman. 

14093.  Do  you  find  in  Parliamentary  Paper  180,  page  15,  instructions  signed 
by  J.  C.  Walker,  secretary,  purporting  to  come  from  the  Board  of  Works,  on 
the  10th  Octeber  1846,  relative  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  which  is  in  the  follow- 
ing terms,  “ Landed  proprietors,  in  the  terms  of  the  Act  5 & 6 Viet,  c.'  89, 
applying  for  permission  to  expend  the  amount,  or  a portion  of  the  amount,  to  be 
levied  on  any  electoral  district,  in  draining  or  subsoiling  connected  with  drainage, 
must  state  the  precise  nature  of  the  work  proposed  to  be  executed ; and  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  no  works  can  be  admitted  which  are  not  directly  connected  with 
the  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil.  The  lands  having  been  viewed  and 
reported  on  by  the  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  subsequently  sanctioned 
by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  the  works  may  be  com- 
menced under  the  superintendence  of  an  overseer,  either  appointed  or  approved  of 
by  the  Board  of  Works.  The  labourers  employed  will  be  paid  at  the  end  of  each 
week  by  the  pay-clerk  of  the  Board  of  Works,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
the  work  executed,  the  price  of  each  item  of  expenditure  having  been  previously 
determined  on  and  approved  of  by  the  Board.  No  contracts  can  be  entered  into 
by  the  Board  of  Works  with  proprietors  or  others  for  the  execution  of  works  of  any 
kind;  the  whole  must  be  done  by  task,  at  fixed  prices;  it  being  expressly  under- 
stood that  the  labourers  to  be  employed  shall  not  be  limited  to  those  who  reside 
within  the  particular  electoral  district  in  which  the  work  may  be  situated,  but  may 
be  selected  from  among  the  destitute  poor  residing  within  the  limits  of  the 
districts  allotted  to  the  local  relief  committee  ; the  particular  labourers  to  be 
employed  being  furnished  with  tickets  by  the  inspecting  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works.  When  a small  stream  or  drain  forms  a boundary  between  two  electoral 
districts,  which  stream  or  drain  is  the  natural  outlet  for  the  waters  of  both,  the 
expenditure  required  for  sinking  or  embanking  (as  the  case  may  be)  such  stream  or 
drain  shall  be  borne  by  the  proprietors  of  both  electoral  divisions,  in  proportion 
to  the  benefit  conferred  ; and  the  works  shall  be  effected  under  the  same  arrange- 
ments as  those  prescribed  for  ordinary  drains,  See.  When  the  sum  to  be  expended 
on  reproductive  work  is  equal  to  the  entire  amount  to  be  levied  off  the  electoral 
district,  such  district  will  not  be  liable  to  pay  any  additional  portion  of  the 
general  assessment  for  the  barony  in  which  it  is  situated  ; but  when  onl}'  a por- 
tion, say  one  moiety,  of  the  sum  presented  on  the  electoral  district  shall  be 
expended  on  drainage,  &c.,  the  entire  of  such  electoral  district  shall  be  assessable 
for  the  remaining  moiety,  which  may  be  expended  on  ordinary  roads,  or  other 
useful  public  work  within  the  electoral  district  or  barony,  as  the  .case  may  be, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  enactments  of  the  10th  Viet.  c.  107.— By  order,  Jot. 
C.  Walker,  Secretary.”  Did  you  receive  that?— No;  I recollect  Mr.  Hill  pro- 
ducing that  at  the  meeting  of  the  4th  December,  in  Ennistimon,  and  reading  it 
to  Mr.  O’Brien. 

*4 094*  When  was  the  first  time  that  letter  was  ever  communicated  to  you  01 
to  the  committee? — It  was  never  communicated  to  the  committee. 

14095.  You  said  it  was  read  to  them? — I heard  Mr.  Hill  read  it  at  the 
sessions  of  the  4th  December  ; at  least  I suspect  it  was  that.  . . 

14096.  Did  he  show  it  to  you  ?— No,  he  merely  held  the  paper  in  his  hand, 
and  stated  that  was  instructions  he  had  received  from  the  Board  of  Works. 

14097- 
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14097.  Bid  he  read  the  -whole,  or  extracts  from  it,  as  part  of  his  argument? 
_That  was  all ; so  that  I cannot  say  that  was  the  same. 

14098.  I put  in  your  hand  the  Blue  Book,  and  I refer  you  to  page  149  ; do 
you  find  there  what  appears  to  be  an  extract  from  the  Dublin  Evening  Post  of 
the  2 2d  October  1 846  ? — I do. 

[The  following  Extract' was  read :] 

From  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  attempted  at  various  sessions  to  give  to  the  sug- 
gestions contained  in  the  Chief  Secretary’s  letter  to  the  Board  of  Works,  it  appears  that 
some  further  explanation  upon  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  the  nature  of  the  regulations 
contained  in  that  letter,  should  be  afforded.  The  first  question  which  the  sessions  should 
decide  is,  whether  they  propose  acting  upon  the  letter,  or  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
0 & 10  Viet,  c.  107 ; as  in  the  event  of  their  not  adopting  the  former  course,  the  proceed- 
ings must  be  considered  with  strict  reference  to  the  provisions  of  that  Act.  Having 
ascertained  the  valuation  of  the  whole  barony,  and  the  amount  which  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  therefrom,  the  proportion  of  this  assessment  upon  each  electoral  division,  or  part  of 
an  electoral  division,  in  the  barony,  should  likewise  be  ascertained,  and  the  presentments  to 
the  amount  thereof  should  be  made  in  each  electoral  division  respectively.  Should  these 
works  not  include  drainage,  the  amount  will  be  levied  as  a general  rate  upon  the  electoral 
division.  Should  a portion  of  the  amount  he  appropriated  to  drainage,  that  will  be 
assessed  upon  the  lands  improved,  and  the  balance  which  may  be  presented  for  public  or 
useful  works  in  the  electoral  division  will  be  levied  as  a general  rate  upon  that  division. 
Should  the  whole  amount  presented  for  the  electoral  division  be  appropriated  to  drainage, 
there  will  of  course  remain  no  balance  to  be  levied  as  a general  rate  upon  that  division, 
the  whole  assessment  having  been  appropriated  in  a manner  which  will  render  it  charge- 
able only  on  the  lands  so  improved.  The  money  presented  in  accordance  with  this 
arrangement  will  be  levied  in  the  manner  and  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  Poor 
Employment  Act,  save  in  the  case  of  drainage,  where  the  assessment  will  be  payable  in 
the  proportion  awarded  by  the  Commissioners  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Drainage 
Act,  but  will  be  levied  by  the  high  constable,  according  to  thejtreasurer’s  warrant,  within 
the  period  (to  years  at  farthest)  prescribed  for  the  repayment  of  advances  under  the  Poor 
Employment  Act. 

14099.  Mr.  JBellew.']  At  page  12  of  the  minutes  of  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee,  there  is  this  resolution : “ Resolved,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  every  article  of  food,  the  imposition  practised  on  the 
poor  by  retailers,  and  the  wages  of  the  destitute  labourers  employed  being 
insufficient  for  the  support  of  their  families,  it  becomes  necessary  to  open  a 
subscription  list  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  corn  meal,  from  wholesale  merchants 
in  Limerick,  Cork,  or  Galway,  to  be  sold  out  in  stones,  or  larger  quantities,  to 
the  labouring  classes,  for  ready  money,  at  cost  price,  and  given  gratuitously  to 
such  as  may  from  age  or  infirmity  be  unable  to  work,  subject  to  such  exceptions 
and  regulations  as  may  be  hereafter  made  concerning  the  fund  to  be  so  raised ; 
and  that  our  secretary  do  address  letters  to  the  resident  and  nonresident  pro- 
prietors and  holders  of  land  in  those  parishes,  soliciting  their  subscriptions  in 
aid  of  the  funds  to  be  raised  for  that  purpose ; and  that  he  do  inform  each  pro- 
prietor of  the  number  of  families  residing  on  his  estate  requiring  relief,  and 
desiring  to  know  whether  he  intends  his  subscription  for  general  or  particular 
use.”  Were  those  letters  written,  or  what  was  done  in  consequence  of  that 
resolution? — The  matter  was  subsequently  discussed,  and  several  difficulties 
presented  themselves  in  the  way  of  the  committee’s  getting  subscriptions. 

14^00.  Did  they  apply? — No,  they  anticipated  great  difficulties,  and  the 
matter  dropped. 

14101.  Then  the  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  ? — No. 

14102.  Did  that  apply  to  other  resolutions  in  this  book  ? — It  has  not  been 
acted  on. 

14103.  Was  it  ever  rescinded? — Ido  not  think  it  was  rescinded  in  the  usual 
form. 

14104.  Was  it  rescinded  by  any  other  resolution  in  this  .book? — No,  I do 
not  think  it  was  ; but  the  subject  was  frequently  discussed  in  committee. 

14105.  Are  there  any  other  resolutions  in  the  same  way  that  have  been 
acted  on,  not  rescinded  ? — No ; but  at  a subsequent  meeting  the  subject  of  that 
resolution  was  again  discussed. 

14106.  What  was  the  result  of  this  second  discussion  ? — I think  Mr.  John 
lacnamara  took  home  the  resolution  to  make  some  alterations  in  it. 

14107.  What  was  the  object  of  applying  to  the  landed  proprietors  ? — The 
committee  did  not  think  they  would  be  able  to  raise  the  fund,  and  did  not  apply. 

°-i05.  5A4  14108.  They 
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1410S  They  did  not  try?— No;  they  were  discouraged  in  consequence  of 
the  small  subscriptions  made  in  1846,  when  the  central  committee  was  formed 
in  Ennistmon.  They  did  not  subsequently  act  on  the  resolution;  they  were 

discouraged.  . , , . , 

14109.  You  say  that  they  did  not  act  on  it  because  they  found  so  little 
encouragement  from  acting  on  a similar  resolution  in  1846  ?— Yes. 

14110  That  would  have  applied  against  passing  the  resolution  ?— Not 
against  passing  it ; hut  they  feared  it  would  be  very  little  use  to  act  on  the 
resolution,  that  they  would  receive  little  or  no  subscriptions,  and  the  matter  was 

allowed  to  drop.  . . . 

14111.  Chairman .]  Had  that  objection  to  acting  on  it  been  mentioned  by 
anybody  at  the  time  the  resolution  was  passed?— It  had  ; but  some  of  the  par- 
ties were  anxious  that  the  resolution  should  be  passed  and  acted  on ; indeed 
every  member  of  the  committee  felt  so,  but  most  of  them  expected  little  or  no 
good  to  result  from  it. 

14112.  When  it  was  again  discussed,  were  the  same  members  there  who  had 
been  present  at  its  passing  ? — I should  say  they  were. 

14113.  Any  additional? — I cannot  state. 

141 14.  Does  that  appear  in  the  book  ? — No,  it  does  not. 

14115.  Look  in  the  book  and  see  if  you  can  find  any  resolution  on  that  sub- 
ject, passed  at  the  second  discussion  of  it,  to  which  you  have  alluded?— I find 
on  the  1 8 th  of  November  this  minute:  “ The  subject  of  the  former  resolutions 
relative  to  the  relief  fund  were  then  further  discussed,  when  an  additional  reso- 
lution was  prepared  by  the  chairman,  and  highly  approved  of.  Mr.  Macnamara 
made  some  further  suggestions,  and  took  home  the  resolutions  with  a view  to 
embody  in  them  any  amendments  he  thought  necessary,  previous  to  their  being 
finally  adopted  by  the  committee,  and  letters  addressed  to  the  landed  pro- 
prietors soliciting  their  subscriptions.,, 

14116.  Mr.  Bellew.]  What  happened  after  that?— Mr.  Macnamara  took  the 
resolution,  and  I believe  in  discussing  it  again  the  committee  came  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  letting  the  matter  drop. 

14117.  Mr.  IV.  Williams .]  Did  you  hear  the  discussion  of  the  committee  m 
reference  to  that  resolution  r — I did. 

14118.  Did  they  give  as  a reason  for  not  circulating  that  resolution,  because 
the  presentments  for  the  public  works  had  already  charged  their  properties  to  a 
large  amount  for  the  employment  of  the  people  ? — Yes,  I think  that  was  one  of  the 
reasons;  and  another  of  the  reasons  was  that  the  funds  would  have  been  princi- 
pally applied  for  the  support  of  the  tenants  of  non-resident  landlords,  and  those 
were  the  persons  from  whom  they  expected  little  or  no  subscriptions,  they 
therefore  thought  it  would  be  a great  injustice  to  those  who  were  resident  to 
be  obliged  to  support  the  paupers  residing  on  the  estates  of  absentees. 

14119.  They  thought  the  fair  way  would  be  to  charge  the  estates  of  those 
absentees  in  common  with  the  resident  landlords  for  the  employment  r— Yes. 

14120.  Mr.  Bellew.']  Would  not  the  objection  of  being  obliged  to  tax  them- 
selves for  the  public  works  apply  against  having  passed  the  resolution  at  all  .y 
Yes ; but  the  committee  were  anxious  to  afford  additional  relief,  if  it  was  m 
their  power.  n 

14121.  Chairman.]  The  Committee  have  been  informed,  in  answer  to  Uue 
tions  12320  and  12321,  that  Captain  Gordon  revised  certain  lists  without  con- 
sulting the  committee;  state  what  is  your  recollection  of  that?  He  consu  e 
the  committee  as  to  the  names  of  a few  individuals.  , 

14122.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Did  he  consult  personally  ? — By  letter  to 
chairman.  He  sent  him  the  list  of  the  persons  requiring  explanation  as  to  y 
they  should  be  put  on  the  works ; I believe  they  were  persons  holding  g 
acres  of  land  and  upwards,  whom  Captain  Gordon  did  not  consider  snou 
put  on  the  works.  ,, 

14123.  Chairman.]  Was  that  applicable  only  to  a few  of  those  omitte  • 

I do  not  know  whether  they  were  omitted  or  not ; Captain  Gordon  require  ^ 
explanation  why  it  was  they  should  be  put  on  the  works.  I have  one  0 
lists  that  was  sent  by  Captain  Gordon. 

14123*.  How  many  names  does  it  contain? — Twenty-two  names.  _ 

14124.  Do  you  recollect  his  sending  a list  requiring  some  explanation, 
taining  22  names  ? — Yes.  , p p. 

14124*.  Was  any  explanation  given? — The  list  was  partly  explained  to  ^ 
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tain  Gordon  in  committee,  and  his  own  observations  as  given  by  the  committee 
are  in  the  margin. 

14125.  You  have  not  seen,  but  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  he  sent  the 
committee  a second  list  for  explanation,  containing  a very  gz-eat  number  more 
names?— I have  reason  to  believe  he  sent  a second  list,  but  I do  not  know  how 
many  more  names. 

14126.  Was  that  answered? — I think  the  chairman  told  me  he  returned  the 
list  to  Captain  Gordon,  with  explanations,  but  I do  not  know  whether  he  did  so 
or  not,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

14127.  Were  there  four  sets  of  lists  sent  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee 
to  any  inspecting  officer  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  one  dated  the  3 1st  of 
December,  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  another,  dated  the  5th  of  January,  signed 
by  the  same  gentleman  ; and  another,  dated  the  31st  of  January,  signed  by  Mr. 
John  M‘Namara,  who  succeeded  Mr.  O’Brien  as  chairman  of  the  relief  com- 
mittee ; and  a fourth  also,  dated  26th  of  February? — Yes. 

14128.  Were  anymore  lists  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer  ? — I do  not  think 
there  were. 

14129.  In  addition  to  those  four,  how  many  were  sent  by  you  to  the  sub- 
engineer, as  stated  in  your  former  evidence  ? — I cannot  say  precisely  as  to  the 
number ; I should,  say  six  or  eight  perhaps. 

14130.  Mr.  JV.  Williams.']  1 think  you  stated  in  your  former  evidence  that  you 
considered  the  engineer,  being  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  to  be  a proper 
officer  for  you  to  deliver  the  lists  to  ? — Certainly. 

14131.  That  was  the  impression  of  the  committee  ? — Yes;  and  he  told  the 
committee  that  the  lists  were  his  authority  for  putting  the  men  to  work,  and  that 
he  should  forward  them  to  the  inspecting  officer. 

14132.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  whether  the  lists  sent 
on  the  31st  of  December  were  not  intended  by  your  committee  to  cancel  all 
former  lists? — I do  not  think  they  were  ; for  I mentioned  to  Captain  Wynne  in 
the  letter  which  accompanied  them,  that  they  were  incorrect  lists;  and  the  com- 
mittee could  not  mean  that  incorrect  lists  were  to  cancel  other  lists. 

14133.  How  came  you  to  send  the  lists  of  the  31st  of  December  direct  to 
the  inspecting  officer?- — Because  he  called  for  them  at  Liscannor  on  the  17  th  of 
December,  and  further,  Mr.  Gamble  wrote  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  telling  him  to  send 
the  lists  to  Captain  Wynne.  I can  produce  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter. 

14134.  Is  there  a resolution  of  the  25th  November  in  the  minute-book? 
—Yes. 

141 35-  Was  a copy  of  that  resolution  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  r — There  was. 

14136.  Was  there  a letter  of  Mr.  O'Brien’s  accompanying  the  resolution? — 
There  was ; it  is  already  in  evidence. 

14137.  Was  Mr.  O’Brien’s  letter  dated  the  25th  November  1846  ? — I believe 
it  was  the  same  day  of  the  resolution. 

] 41 38.  Question  7409  contains  it? — Yes,  in  an  answer  to  that  question;  but 
it  may  be  right  to  remark,  that  the  resolution  referred  to  in  Mr.  O’Brien’s  letter 
was  not  put  in  evidence  at  that  time  ; it  was  subsequently  put  in  evidence ; but 
does  not  appear  in  connexion  with  that  letter.  t 

141 39.  Chairmaji.]  Having  had  your  attention  called  to  the  letter  signed  “ Cor- 
nelius O’Brien,”  in  question  74oq,  dated  Birchfield,  25th  of  November,  you  will 
perceive  that  that  letter  purports  to  accompany  a resolution,  which  it  is  stated 
will  be  deemed  a sufficient  reply  to  your  letter? — Yes. 

1414c.  Which  letter  of  Captain  Wynne’s  did  that  refer  to?  Letter  (G). 

MM1-  The  letter  in  evidence  marked  (G.)  61  of  i8or  Yes. 

H142.  That  appears  to  be  one  from  Captain  Wynne,  directed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  relief  committee;  was  that  Mr.  O’Brien? — Yes. 

J4M3*  The  next  letter,  (H.),  in  the  same  page,  is  from  Captain  Wynne  to  the 
secretary  of  the  relief  committee,  and  that  you  say  you  never  received?  I never 

received  it. 

14144.  Do  you  wish  to  give  some  explanation  to  the  Committee  of  the  minute- 
book  which  you  have  put  in  evidence? — I do. 

H145-  What  is  it? — In  the  preceding  part  of  my  evidence  I stated  that  1 dis- 
charged the  duties  of  secretary  gratuitously.  I did  so.  When  I was  leaving  the 
country  the  committee  thouaht  fit  to  pass  a resolution  of  thanks  to  me,  and  that 
I should  be  presented  with  the  sum  of  15  l-  to  compensate  me  for  my  services. 
That  resolution  remains  on  the  books,  but  I never  heard  a word  about  the  money 
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since  ; I never  was  paid  it.  I merely  wish  to  state  that  fact,  lest  the  inference 
might  be  drawn  from  reading  the  resolution  that  I was  paid  the  money,  and  that 
I had  stated  a falsehood. 

14146.  Had  you  ever  any  reason  to  expect,  until  that  resolution  was  passed 
that  they  contemplated  making  you  any  compensation  for  your  services? — Not 
the  slightest,  nor  was  I aware  of  the  resolution  until  after  it  had  been  placed  on 
the  minute-book.  I merely  wish  to  state  the  fact,  lest  it  should  be  considered 
that  I told  a falsehood. 

14147.  Mr.  TV.  Williams.']  Nothing  was  said  to  you  about  it  since  the  passion- 
of  the  resolution  ? — No. 

14148.  Do  you  remember  the  date  of  that? — It  was  in  February. 

14149.  Chairman .]  £.15  for  serving  six  months? — Yes  ; and  in  fact  I do  not 
know  what  fund  the  committee  intended  it  to  be  paid  out  of.  I may  state  also, 
that  I would  not  have  discharged  the  duties  on  any  account  for  money,  if  another 
person  could  have  been  found  to  do  so,  because  they  interfered  very  materially 
with  my  health  ; the  duties  were  very  onerous. 

14150.  Would  that  money  have  been  any  compensation  to  you  merely  as  a 
servant  of  the  committee  ? — Not  the  slightest. 

14151.  It  was  more  in  the  nature  of  a compliment? — Yes. 

14152.  Mr.  W.  TVilliams.]  You  made  no  application  for  remuneration,  nor 
intimated  in  the  slightest  way  that  you  thought  yourself  entitled  to  remunera- 
tion ? — I never  set  a thought  upon  it. 

Captain  H.  W.  Gordon,  called  in  j and  further  Examined. 

14153.  Chairman.]  IT  has  been  stated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  in  answer 
to  question  12320,  that  you  made  some  arrangements,  including  the  revision  of 
the  lists,  without  consulting  the  Liscannor  committee  at  all ; will  you  state  under 
what  circumstances  you  made  that  revision,  or  those  arrangements? — On  taking 
over  the  district  from  Captain  Wynne,  I found  two  sets  of  lists  in  the  office,  one 
of  the  31st  December,  and  one  of  the  5th  January,  from  which  Captain  Wynne 
had  issued  the  labour  lists  for  the  district  of  Liscannor.  On  the  31st  of  January 
I received  another  list,  signed  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  containing  additional 
names ; I found  I could  not  put  all  the  labourers  on  the  works  without  making 
room  for  them  by  turning  others  off,  and  whom  I thought  more  comfortable. 

14154.  Did  the  labourers’  list,  which  you  say  Captain  Wynne  issued,  and  the 
two  lists  which  you  found  were  sent  to  him,  include  all  the  names  in  those  lists 
which  I presume  may  be  called  recommendation  lists? — They  did  not;  I have 
understood  they  did  not. 

14}55-  Did  you  believe  he  had  exercised  his  discretion  and  judgment  in 
revising  and  altering  the  recommendation  lists  sent? — Certainly. 

14156.  How  many  additional  names  did  you  put  on? — About  100. 

34157.  Additional  names  ? — Yes. 

14158.  Is  the  list,  of  which  you  are  now  speaking,  that  which  is  sometimes 
called  the  supplementary  list? — It  is  ; I selected  every  person  who  had  seven,  or 
more  than  seven  acres  of  land,  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacrehy  and  Kilispuglinane, 
I sent  back  the  names  to  the  committee,  saying,  I proposed  to  take  them  off  the 
works  if  there  were  no  special  circumstances  to  keep  them  on,  since  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  be  employed  on  their  own  lands.  I have  no  recollection 
of  receiving  an  answer  at  all  to  the  first  communication;  in  fact,  I have  no 
document  showing  it.  Concerning  the  second,  dated  the  10th  February,  the 
committee  did  not  answer  it  until  the  22d  February,  and  sent  me  back  the  list 
again,  with  their  remarks  upon  it,  which  induced  me  to  put  on  some  of  the  per- 
sons again  who  had  more  than  seven  acres,  and  who  had  no  stock ; I therefore 
sav,  in  that  case,  that  I consulted  the  committee  before  I made  the  revision  of  the 
lists,  which  Mr.  Shannon  says  I had  not  done.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to 
attend  the  committee  in  person,  since  I was  employed  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county. 

14159.  Did  you  consult  the  committee  as  to  any  of  the  persons  you  intended 
to  put  off,  excepting  those  who  had  a certain  quantity  of  land  ? — I sent  back  the 
second  members  of  a family  of  six,  saying,  I could  not  return  them  for  work  since 
the  lists  were  so  full ; but  subsequently  I put  on  the  second  members  of  a family 
of  six  when  I found  that  the  engineer  could  employ  them. 

34160.  Did  you  send  a letter  with  it  ? — I did : it  is  in  evidence. 

14161.  Did 
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14161.  Did  you  get  the  second  list  back  ? — I did,  10  days  afterwards.  Capt. 

14162.  With  observations? — Yes.  H.  JF.Gordot.. 

14163.  Who  sent  it  to  you  ?— Mr.  John  Macnaraara,  with  a note:  “Mi  J.  

Macnamara  presents  compliments  to  Captain  Gordon,  begs  to  return  observations  23  June  l84“- 
on  the  names  of  omissions  from  Ivillispuglinane.  Mr.  J.  Macnamara  has  to  re- 
mark to  Captain  Gordon,  that  the  greater  number  of  those  on  the  returns  are  in 
the  greatest  destitution. — Moher,  22d  February  1847.” 

14164.  Had  you  sent  the  lists,  with  a letter  addressed  to  the  chairman,  or  the 
secretary  ? — The  chairman ; I generally  corresponded  with  the  chairman. 

14165.  Whether  your  list  or  your  letter  were  laid  before  the  committee  by 
Mr.  John  Macnamara  you  have  no  means  of  knowing? — I have  no  means  of 
knowing,  except  that  Mr.  Shannon  said  he  had  seen  that  list. 

1416S.  Is  your  answer  from  Mr.  John  Macnamara  dated  from  his  own  private 
residence,  or  from  the  committee-room  ? — From  his  own  private  residence. 

14167.  Had  you  directed  your  letter  with  the  list  to  him  at  bis  residence  or 
the  committee-room? — I addressed  him  as  chairman  of  theLiscannor  committee. 

14168-  Where? — At  his  own  house,  of  course. 

14169.  Not  the  committee-room  ? — No;  that  probably  would  not  reach  him; 
at  least  it  sooner  reached  him  at  his  own  house. 

14170.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Did  you  consider  that  addressing  a letter  to 
Mr.  John  Macnamara  at  his  own  house  was  the  proper  address? — Most  cer- 
tainly. 

14171.  Chairman .]  What  next? — Those  are  the  lists  I revised. 

14172.  Have  you  any  statement  which  you  wish  to  make  regarding  the  lists 
which  were  sent  in  from  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  to  you? — I have;  subse- 
quently to  my  issuing  labour  lists  from  the  recommendation  lists  of  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee  of  the  31st  January,  I received  a resolution,  stating  that  upwards 
of  200  persons  in  the  greatest  destitution  had  been  struck  off  the  lists  by  me ; 

I denied  that  to  the  committee,  when  I attended  there,  and  said  I had  not  struck 
them  off.  I merely  struck  off  those  who  had  land  ; and  I had  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee the  names  of  those  who  were  struck  off,  and  the  reason  they  were  left  off 
was  on  account  of  their  not  having  been  returned  to  the  inspecting  officer  in  the 
original  lists.  I have  looked  at  the  list  put  in  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Shannon,  as 
containing  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  he  alleges  I struck  off  the  list ; the 
list  was  put  in  in  the  last  day’s  evidence,  in  answer  to  question  13499,  and  con- 
tains 189  names;  of  those,  139  were  never  returned  to  the  inspecting  officer,  46 
were  struck  off  on  account  of  their  land  and  stock,  and  having  a sufficient  number 
of  their  families  returned ; the  remaining  three  were  omitted  by  mistake  in  my 
labour  lists,  of  which  I have  a copy  here  of  the  139  who  were  not  returned  at  all  by 
the  committee ; 74  had  none  of  their  families  returned  to  me,  although,  as  Mr. 

Shannon  says,  thev  were  the  most  destitute  ; and  the  remaining  65  had  individuals 
employed,  some  two  and  some  three  of  their  families,  and  whom  the  committee 
were  returning  for  more. 

14173.  Had  you,  in  the  revision  of  those  lists,  acted  on  a rule  as  to  the  number 
of  family  and  quantity  of  acres,  which  you  had  laid  down  for  general  observance, 
and  exercised  to  the  best  of  your  judgment? — I had. 

14174.  Did  you  apply  to  the  committee  who  recommended  those  persons  for 
any  explanation  or  any  information  regarding  them  ? — I did  ; I called  on  them 
to  state  any  special  circumstances  concerning  any  individual,  and  I would  pay 
attention  to  it. 

14175.  How  ?— By  letter  and  by  personal  communication  with  them. 

14176.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  With  whom? — With  the  committee  in  com- 
mittee. 

14177.  Chairman.]  Who  was  that  ?— The  committee  was  generally  well 
attended.  I used  to  meet  almost  all  the  committee  except  Mr.  O’Brien,  who  was 
not  in  the  country  at  the  time. 

14178.  Did  they  make  any  observation? — They  wished  to  make  it  the  rule 
that  a person  with  land  was  destitute ; that  was  what  I complained  of.  I did  not 
consider  but  that  a person  with  land  might  be  destitute,  provided  his  landlord 
would  not  take  it,  or  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  but  I wished  to  make  the 
land  the  exception  to  the  employment,  and  not  the  rule;  but  the  committees  made 
it  the  rule  and  not  the  exception,  that  parties  holding  land  should  be  employed. 

14'79-  You  do  not  mean  that  the  committee  laid  down  a rule,  that  the  pei- 
sons  holding  land  should  be  employed,  unless  they  also  added,  that  it  was  so  bad 
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it  did  not  afford  them  sufficient  maintenance  r— If  any  person  was  put  on  the 
works  with  two  head  of  cattle  and  land,  every  person  who  had  the  same  quan- 
tity would  expect  to  be  on ; there  were  no  special  cases  made  out,  but  the  role 
was  adopted. 

14180.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  committee  made  any  such  rule  that 
a person  with  land  should  be  put  on  to  the  exclusion  of  persons  without  land?— 
I do  not  mean  that ; but  on  increasing  the  works,  persons  might  be  put  on  who 
held  five  or  six  acres  of  land,  under  special  circumstances,  but  instead  of  making 
these  special  circumstances,  almost  every  person  who  had  that  quantity  was  on 
the  works.  , , . , , 

14181.  Did  they  not  state  that  the  persons  they  put  on,  having  land  or  some 
cattle,  were  so  near  bordering  on  destitution,  that  it  was  to  save  them  from 
absolute  poverty  they  desired  them  to  be  put  on  ? — They  did  ; but  I could  not 
understand  myself  how,  if  a person  was  in  destitution,  whose  land  was  not  tilled, 
and  at  the  same  time  had  a cow,  he  was  to  recover  from  that  state  when  the 
public  works  ceased,  and  he  must  therefore  become  a pauper  at  the  last. 

14182.  In  your  judgment,  the  rule  you  adopted  was  more  safe  than  the  one 
they  suggested? — Infinitely. 

141 83.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  What  was  your  rule  as  to  the  holding  of  land  ? 
— I found  parties  holding  large  quantities  of  land  on  the  works  in  county  Clare 
on  my  arrival ; and  I found  also  that  the  land  was  out  of  cultivation  ; and  no 
tillage  was  going  on  whatever.  I then  sent  to  the  committees  throughout  the 
whole  district  the  names  of  every  person  holding  seven  acres  of  land  or  upwards 
who  were  on  the  works,  requesting  to  know  if  there  were  any  special  circum- 
stances which  required  their  employment  at  that  time  of  the  year. 

14184.  Chairman.]  Was  the  holding  a holding  of  the  whole  land,  or  of  the 
producible  land  ? — I considered  the  whole  was  returned. 

14185.  Did  you  know  the  distinction  that  has  been  made  by  the  Liscannor 
committee  in  the  available  land,  and  the  mountain  or  bog? — I did  not. 

141 86.  Did  you  know  it  before  you  heard  it  in  this  Committee  ?— I did  not ; 
I found  out  that  people  had  been  returned  with  less  land  than  that  actually  held, 
and  which  I reported  to  the  Board  of  Works.  The  list  that  I sent  is  in 
evidence. 

14187.  But  when  you  lay  down  your  rule  about  the  seven  acres  and  upwards, 
did  you  at  the  time  mean  seven  acres  of  all  land  held,  of  whatever  nature? 
Seven  acres  of  any  land,  because  then  I wished  the  committee  to  send  me  back 
the  quantity  of  acres  of  bad  land,  and  the  person,  if  specially  recommended, 


would  be  put  on  the  works.  . 

14188.  Chairman.]  At  the  time  you  made  the  representation  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  did  you  think  that  the  committee  acted  with  the  intention  of  misleading 
or  deceiving  you  ? — I was  certainly  under  that  impression. 

14189.  You  have  since  found  they  made  the  rule  of  returning  land  that  was 
available,  rejecting  the  number  of  acres  which  might,  in  many  instances,  e 
totally  unprofitable  ? — I have  heard  so,  but  I cannot  understand  it. 

14190.  You  say  when  you  went  you  found  persons  holding  large  quantities  0 
land  ; do  you  mean  large  quantities  including  the  bog  and  mountain,  and  a 
land,  or  only  the  available  land  ? — I mean  to  include  the  bog  and  all ; there  was 
in  one  district  a person  on  with  250  acres  of  land. 

14191.  You  took  your  notion  from  the  valuation  book? — And  from  the  com- 
mittee’s returns.  I obtained  the  information  respecting  the  Liscannor  commit  ee 
from  their  own  returns,  and  selected  the  names  of  those  persons  from  them  w 0 
I proposed  to  turn  off  the  works. 

14192.  Do  you  remember  any  explanation  being  given  to  you  of  the  way  1 ^ 
which  two  persons  were  entered*  in  a certain  list  sent  in  from  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee, with  a certain  number  of  acres,  and-a  certain  number  of  family  attac  1 e 
to  each,  the  meaning  of  the  committee  thereby  being  to  show  that  the  father  a 
only  that  number  of  acres,  and  that  number  of  family? — I never  received  any 
explanation  concerning  the  circumstance  at  all,  until  I went  through itne  is 
since  I came  to  London,  in  answer  to  a question  put  to  me  in  my  evidence  y 
the  Solicitor-general. 

14193.  Are  you  aware  that  the  relief  committee  of  Liscannor  had,  accor  1 o 
to  a rule  which  they  thought  right,  inserted  in  the  lists  two  persons,  having 
number  in  a family  attached  to  each,  although,  in  point  of  fact,  there  was  0 y 
one  family  having  that  number  of  children  ? — I have  heard  so.  T „n 
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14.104.  I call  your  attention  to  a time  when  you  recommended  the  census;  do 
vou  remember,  either  at  that  time,  or  any  other,  receiving  an  explanation  from 
the  committee  of  their  understanding  of  that  entry? — Certainly  not;  I only 
ascertained  it  since  I came  to  London. 

14195-  Was  that  as  t0  quantity  of  land? — That  was  not ; I found  it  out 
myself,  and  explained  it  to  the  committee. 

14196.  And  they  explained  it  to  you  ? — I have  no  recollection  of  that  at  all. 
14197.  What  did  they  say? — I do  not  recollect  that  they  admitted  it. 

141  qS.  Mr.  Bellcw .]  I will  read  you  some  questions  I asked  of  Mr.  Higgins, 
commencing,  “ 13020.  Was  the  mode  in  which  you  made  the  return  explained  to 
Captain  Wynne,  Captain  Fishbourne,  or  any  other  officer  ? — Captain  Fishbourne 
never  made  any  inquiry.”  13021.  “ Was  it  ever  explained  to  him,  or  any  other 
officer,  the  mode  in  which  you  made  the  return?— I do  not  doubt  it  was  ex- 
plained to  Captain  Gordon,  but  I am  not  sure.” 

^ 14199.  Chairman .]  Did  you  state  to  Mr.  Higgins,  or  to  the  committee  in  his 
presence,  that  any  person  holding  seven  acres  of  land  was  ineligible  to  be  put 
on  the  works  ? — Most  certainly  not.  I explained  to  the  committee  that  I 
required  a special  recommendation  for  every  person  holding  more  than  seven 
acres  of  land  ; to  state  what  sort  it  was,  and  everything  concerning  the  applicant, 
and  then  if  I thought  he  was  destitute  I would  put  him  on. 

14200.  Was  it  not  that  any  person  holding  seven  acres  of  land  was  ineligible, 
unless  a special  explanation  of  his  circumstances  was  sent  along  with  the  recom- 
mendation ? — It  was  so. 

34201.  Was  that  notice  you  gave  about  the  6th  of  February  l — It  was. 

14202.  But  I am  asking  you 'about  a discussion  which  took  place  with  you 
-when  you  attended  the  relief  committee  in  Liscannor,  some  time  in  March  ?— 
Relative  to  the  reduction  of  20  per  cent.  ? 

14203.  After  the  census  was  made  out? — I then  stated  that  I must  nave  a 
special  case  for  every  one  who  had  more  than  seven  acres  of  land  ; and  two  days 
afterwards  when  I got  home/or  rather  that  night,  I received  an  order  to  reduce  the 
works  20  per  cent.,  and  I was  ordered  to  take  off  every  person  with  10  acres, 
whatever  their  circumstances  might  be  ; and  then  if  the  10  acres  did  not  reduce 
the  numbers  sufficiently,  I was  to  go  down  the  list,  and  take  off  those  with  the 
next  largest  number  of  acres.  . . . t , 

14204.  Did  those  orders  come  from  your  superior  officers  . As  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  20  per  cent.  „ , . ....  . . „ 

14205.  That  laid  down  a rigid  and  inflexible  rule,  obliging  you  to  strike  off  a 
number  of  persons  with  a certain  number  of  acres,  although  they  might  be  m 
a state  of  starvation  ? — All  over  10  acres.  . , . 

14206.  And  although  they  might  be  in  a state  of  starvation,  the  rule  having  no 
reference  to  the  quantity  or  the  quality  of  the  land  r— It  had  no  reference  to  the 
quality  of  the  land  whatever,  but  I think  this ; that  if  I had  seen  any  peculiar 
case  of  10  acres  or  over,  I should  have  written  to  the  Government  to  allow  him 

t0H207PlAnd'you  had  no  option  except  by  making  an  application  to  the 
Government? — I could  not  have  done  it  otherwise.  , . ..  - 

14208.  Supposing  that  individual  was  in  a state  of  starvation  or  destitution  t 
-I  should  have  kept  him  upon  the  works  upon  my  own  responsibility. 

14209.  Mr.  Solicitor- Genera!.]  Have  you  those  orders  in  print . Yes,  dated 

the  12th  March,  , , . . ~ - 

14210.  Will  you  put  in  the  instructions  you  had  from  the  Government. 

[The  following  Instructions  were  put  in,  and  read 
Circular  No.  72. 

(Relief  Department.)  0 

Sir  Office  of  Public  Works,  ia  March  1847- 

The  Commissioners  have  received  instructions  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  ot  Her 
Majesty’s  Treasury,  directing  that  the  following  notice  be  immediately  given 
"That  from  Saturday,  the  noth  March,  the  number  of  persons  :nY.fVither 

works  will  be  reduced  not  less  than  20  per  cent.,  and  that  the  rem  hereafter 

diminished  by  successive  reductions,  in  the  proportions  and  at  . . - . r n 

fixed,  until  a new  system  of  relief,  under  10  Viet.  c.  7,  shall  have  been  brought  into  full 
operation.”  por 
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For  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  above  instructions  into  effect,  you  will  make  airan^e- 
nients  with  the  relief  inspecting  officers  of  the  Poor-law  Union  in  which  each  is  situate^ 

« For  the  discharge  on  the  20th  of  March  of  all  persons  at  present  employed  holdino- 
10  acres  of  land  and  upwards,  even  if  they  should  exceed  the  proportion  of  20  per 
cent.” 

“If  the  number  of  such  persons  should  not  amount  to  the  proportion  above  stated 
those  persons  are  to  be  discharged  who  hold  the  largest  amount  of  land  (although  less 
than  10  acres),  or  other  property  of  any  description.” 

And  as  at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  is  desirable  that,  every  inducement  should  be 
held  out  to  labourers  to  return  to  the  ordinary  occupations  of  the  country,  or  that  those 
who  cannot  obtain  labour  should  be  relieved  under  the  provisions  of  10  Viet.  c.  7, 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  necessary  to  discontinue  the  system  of  task-work  after  the 
20th  instant,  and  employ  labourers  of  every  description,  at  a rate  of  daily  wages  under 
that  at  present  given  by  farmers  in  surrounding  districts. 

You  will  enforce  strict  and  constant  attendance  of  the  labourers  from  6 a.  m.  to  6 p.  m.. 
by  directing  the  overseer  of  each  work  to  call  the  roll  every  morning  at  six  o’clock,  and 
from  every  person  who  does  not  attend  at  that  hour,  deduct  a quarter  of  a day’s  pay;  from 
those  who  cfo  not  appear  before  nine  o’clock,  deduct  half  a day’s  pay.  Those  who  cotne 
after  that  hour  will  not  he  employed  during  the  day.  The  roll  will  also  be  called  at  6 p.  m.. 
and  no  payment  for  that  day  will  be  allowed  to  any  person  who  does  not  appear. 

You  will  discharge  all  children  under  nine  years  of  age,  and  of  all  women  who  are  not 
supporters  of  families. 

You  will,  as  far  as  possible,  discontinue  the  employment  of  all  horses  or  asses. 

By  Order, 

(signed)  Jos.  C.  Walker,  Secretary. 


Board  of  Works. 


Treasury  Minute,  11  March  1847. 

Their  Lordships  have  given  to  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
dated  the  4th  instant,  describing  the  operations  conducted  under  their  superiutendence 
during  the  preceding  month  of  February,  the  serious  attention  which  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject  demands. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  upon  the  relief  works  at  the  close  of  each  week, 
during  this  month,  are  stated  to  have  been  as  follows : — 

Week  ending  6 February  ------  615,055 

» 13  „ 605,715 

„ 20  „ _______  668,749 

}>  27  „ ------  708,228 

The  expenditure  on  the  relief  works  during  the  month  of  February  is  stated  to  have  been 
944,141 1.,  which  is  entirely  independent  of  the  expenses  incurred  through  the  Com- 
missariat, and  other  public  departments,  for  the  same  general  object. 

The  sums  expended  on  the  relief  works  during  each  of  the  preceding  months  from  the 
1st  of  September,  were  as  follows  : — 

September  and  October  54,878 

November  _______  298,709 

December  - - 545>°54 

January 736,125 

It  is  manifest  from  the  general  tenor  of  this  Report,  and  more  particularly  from  the 
following  passage,  that  all  effectual  control  over  the  increase  in  the  number  of  persons 
employed,  and  over  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  executed  by  them,  has,  for  the 
present,  been  lost : 

“We  feel  that  as  long  as  the  number  of  the  destitute  continue  to  increase  as  they 
have  done,  at  the  rate  of  about  20,000  persons  per  week,  and  as  long  as  every  person  sent 
to  the  works  must  be  employed,  and,  no  matter  how  idle,  cannot  be  dismissed,  except  on 
account  of  insubordination  or  outrage,  the  overseers,  the  °reater  number  ot  whom  have 
been  necessarily  taken  from  the  surrounding  country,  are  unable,  perhaps  sometimes  un- 
willing, to  enforce  regularity  or  system  in  works  executed  by  a mass  of  unskilful,  and 
frequently  weak  and  even  dying  creatures.” 

. It-  already  appeared  from  a variety  of  evidence  which  has  been  laid  before  this 
Board,  that  the  continuance  of  the  relief  works  materially  interferes  with  the  prosecution  of 
the  ordinary  agriculture  of  the  country,  and  this  conclusion  is  strongly  confirmed  by  the 
following,  among  other  passages  of  the  Report: 

“Every  exertion  must  be  made  to  encourage  private  employment,  but  the  people  evince 
no  readiness,  at  present,  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  nor  will  it  be  wholly  practicable  at  once 
to  convince  them  that  the  works  which  remain  in  progress  are  no  longer  to  be  considered 
merely  as  relief  works.” 

“ Employment 
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“Employment  from  the  farmers  is,  at  present,  offered  in  vain,  because  the  men  employed 
on  the  road-works,  on  account  of  their  numbers,  can  rarely  be  sufficiently  attended  to,  and 
are  consequently  suffered  to  idle;  as  well  as  because  where  task-work  has  been  introduced 
merely  ns  a means  of  affording  higher  wages,  in  the  first  instance,  the  ordinary  prices  of 
manual  work  have  been  gradually  increased  to  enable  the  increasing  numbers  of  unhappy, 
ill-fed,  or  unwilling  labourers,  still  to  earn  from  is.  to  1 s.  6 d.  per  day.” 

The  state  of  things  above  described  has  already  engaged  the  serious  consideration  of 
this  Board;  and  being  strongly  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  imposing  an  effectual 
check  upon  it,  their  Lordships  caused  a communication  to  be  made  to  the  Board  of 
Works  on  the  16th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  relief  works,  and,  on 
the  2d  instant  the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  same  Board  was  strongly  called 
to  the  financial  consequences  of  permitting  the  expenditure  for  the  relief  works  to  continue 
at  its  present  rate  after  the  expenditure  for  the  new  Relief  Act  shall  have  commenced. 

Sir  George  Grey  has  likewise  addressed  a letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  representing  to 
his  Excellency  the  urgent  importance  of  proper  measures  being  Liken  on  these  important 
subjects.  . 

The  matter  has  now  become  of  so  grave  and  critical  a nature,  that  if  the  number  of 
persons  employed  on  the  relief  works  is  not  reduced  in  time  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  the 
usual  amount  of  labour  being  employed  in  preparing  the  land  for  the  next  harvest,  evils 
must  ensue  which,  while  they  would  be  painfully  felt  throughout  the  whole  kingdom, 
would  in  Ireland  produce  calamities  greater  even  than  those  which  have  been  hitherto 
experienced. 

It  appears  to  my  Lords,  from  the  reports  and  other  documents  which  have  been  laid 
before  them,  that  all  the  instructions  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  issued,  either  to 
reduce  the  number  of  persons  upon  the  works,  or  not  to  employ  persons  rated  at  6 1.  and 
upwards,  and  every  other  regulation  of  similar  import,  have  been  found  utterly  inefficacious 
to  check  the  inordinate  increase  of  persons  upon  the  relief  works,  and  that  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  relief  committees  have  recommended  for  employment  upon  those  works,  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  persons  having  no  claim  whatever  to  relief,  and  have  latterly  abandoned 
all  attempt  to  investigate  the  claims  of  the  applicants. 

My  Lords  are  therefore  convinced  that  the  only  effectual  mode  of  checking  the  expen- 
diture, and  inducing  the  committees  to  perform  their  duties  in  revising  the  lists,  is  by 
positive  instructions,  issued  on  the  direct  responsibility  of  Her  Majesty’s  Government,  to 
limit  the  number  of  persons  employed,  leaving  it  to  the  local  committees,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  inspecting  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  to  carry  those  instructions  into 
effect,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  district. 

With  this  view  their  Lordships  direct  that  notice  be  immediately  given,  that  from  Satur- 
day, the  20th  March,  the  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  relief  works  will  be  reduced 
by  not  less  than  20  per  cent.,  and  that  the  remainder  will  be  further  diminished  by  succes- 
sive reductions,  in  the  proportions  and  at  the  times  to  be  hereafter  fixed  by  this  Board, 
until  the  new  system  of  relief,  under  the  10  Viet.  c.  7,  shall  have  been  brought  into  full 
operation. 

The  necessary  steps  for  carrying  this  arrangement  into  effect  will  be  taken  by  the  Board 
of  Works  in  the  following  manner : — Persons  holding  10  acres  of  land  and  upwards  are 
10  be  discharged  from  the  20th  of  March,  even  if  they  should  exceed  the  proportion  of 
20  per  cent.  If  the  number  of  such  persons  should  not  amount  to  the  proportion  above 
stated,  those  persons  are  to  be  discharged  who  hold  the  largest  amount  of  land,  (although 
less  than  10  acres,)  or  of  other  property  of  any  description. 

If,  however,  rations  of  soup  or  provisions  of  other  kiuds  can  be  supplied,  either  by 
relief  committees  constituted  under  the  10  Viet.  c.  7,  or  from  other  sources,  for  all  desti- 
tute persons  in  any  district.,  the  relief  works  in  that  district  are  to  be  entirely  suspended; 
and  if  rations  can,  for  the  present,  be  supplied  only  to  a limited  number,  a proportionate 
reduction  is  to  be  made  of  the  persons  employed  upon  the  works. 

Numerous  soup  kitchens  have  been  for  some  time  past  established  in  various  parts  of 
Ireland,  the  number  of  which  is  daily  increasing;  and  in  the  course  of  a short  time 
arrangements  for  the  same  purpose,  under  the  Act  10  Viet.  c.  7,  will  have  been  brought 
into  general  operation.  My  Lords,  therefore,  trust  that  the  resources  provided  by  this 
new  system  of  relief  will  at  an  early  period  be  available  for  the  greater  part  of  those 
now  employed,  and  will  supersede  in  almost  every  part  of  Ireland  the  relief  now  given  by 
means  of  public  works.  . . 

The  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  having  drawn  the  attention  of  this  Board  to 
the  tact  that,  in  existing  circumstances,  the  mode  of  employing  persons  by  task-work 
does  not  answer  the  expectations  which  were  formed  of  it,  my  Lords,  relying  on  the 
judgment  which  the  Commissioners  have  formed,  after  their  experience  of  this  system 
tor  some  months,  are  prepared,  where  the  Commissioners  may  think  it  expedient,  to 
sanction  a recurrence  to  a system  of  daily  pay,  at  such  rates  for  each  district  as  they 
*nav  fix  with  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Their  Lordships  have  watched  with  the  deepest  interest  the  exertions  which  the  Board 
and  their  officers  have  made  in  the  execution  of  the  arduous  duties  confided  to  them, 
and  they  rely  with  confidence.npon  the  further  effort  being  now  made  which  will  be^ 
necessary  to  overcome  the  difficulties  attending  the  present  critical  period  of  the  relief 
operations. 

transmit  a copy  of  this  minute  to  the  relief  commissioners,  and  state  that  their  Lord- 
ships  request  that  they  will  give  their  immediate  and  earnest  attention  to  the  subject  of  it, 
0.105.  524  “ni 


Capt. 

H.  W.  Gordon. 
23  June  1847. 
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Cap1*  and  co-operate,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  with  the  Board  of  Works  in  carrying  out  the 

H.  W.  Gordon.  lnstvuctions  with  which  that  Board  has  been  furnished. 

Transmit  a copy  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  for  their  information  and 

23  June  1847.  guidance. 

14211.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Was  not  the  object  of  the  order  to  turn  the  people  hold- 
ing 10  acres  of  land  to  the  tillage  of  their  land  r It  was,  and  it  was  in  exact 
accordance  with  the  system  I had  pursued  previously  with  seven  acres. 

1421 2.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  Had  you  an  order  from  the  Government  for  the 
seven  acres? — No. 

14213.  What  did  you  take  that  rule  from?— From  my  own  judgment,  as  the 
whole  country  was  out  of  cultivation,  and  no  preparation  was  being  made  for  the 
tillage. 

14214.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Are  you  aware  that  a very  extensive  portion  of 
that  part  of  the  country  is  in  a wild  state  of  nature,  and  of  little  or  no  value  ?— 

I am. 

24215.  Then  the  principle  you  laid  down  with  regard  to  not  employing  persons 
on  the  public  works  who  had  10  acres,  had  no  reference  to  the  quality  of  the 
land  occupied  by  those  persons  ? — The  order  from  the  Government  gave  no  alter- 
native. 

14216.  Are  you  aware  that  a very  large  portion  of  the  land  of  that  country  is 
not  worth  more  than  6 cl.  or  is.,  or  is.  6d.  an  acre? — I am;  but  at  the  same 
time  that  this  order  came  down  respecting  the  10  acres,  I think,  upon  any  special 
circumstance,  I would  have  written  to  the  Board  of  Works  to  request  their  sanction 
to  continue  any  individual. 

14217.  Did  you  not  find  it  your  duty  to  represent  to  the  Board  of  Works,  who 
could  not  be  acquainted  with  the  low  quality  of  the  land  in  that  district,  that  such 
an  order  could  not  be  applied  to  that  district  without  doing  the  people  very  great 
injustice  ? — I had  no  particular  complaints  about  that  order ; I had  no  difficulty 
in  reducing  the  numbers,  and  in  many  districts  I took  off  40  per  cent. 

14218.  You  stated  that  you  received  information  that  in  many  cases  the 
quantity  of  land  returned  was  less  than  that  they  really  occupied? — l have,  since 
I came  here,  and  I ascertained  it  myself,  on  comparison  with  the  valuation,  and 
I made  a statement  to  the  Government  of  persons  who  were  returned  with  less 
land  than  they  really  had. 

14219.  Did  you,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty  in  that  district,  receive  no  such 
information  ? — Except  what  I could  glean  in  the  best  way  I could. 

14220.  Did  you  obtain  that  while  you  were  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  or 
since  you  came  to  London  ? — In  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  stated  in  a letter  ot 
the  28th  of  February. 

34221.  We  have  it  in  evidence  that  a less  quantity  of  land  was  returned  in 
consequence  of  the  land  being  of  less  value  than  1 s.  an  acre  ; were  you  aware  of 
that  while  you  were  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  in  the  country  ? — I was  not. 

14222.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.']  Supposing  you  had  found  in  the  same  list  two 
persons  of  the  same  name,  with  the  same  amount  of  family,  with  the  same  number 
of  acres,  and  in  the  same  townland,  was  there  anything  in  the  list  to  show  you 
that  they  were  not  one  and  the  same  family  only  ?— There  was  nothing. 

14223.  Would  such  a statement  mislead  you  so  as  to  make  you  believe  them 
to  be  in  fact  two  families  ?— It  did  mislead  me,  and  I reported  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment. On  the  first  or  second  day’s  evidence,  I was  asked  a question  concerning 
a report  I made,  that  the  committees  were  in  the  habit  of  returning  the  father  a 
the  top  of  the  sheet,  and  a son  lower  down,  and  lower  down  another  son,  an 
thereby  misleading  the  inspecting  officer.  I stated  I could  not  detect  any  P&rtl‘ 
cular  instance  in  the  Liscannor  committee ; hut  I would  look  over  the  list,  and 
I afterwards  mentioned  a particular  case,  which  had  misled  me. 

14224.  Chairman.']  In  those  cases  where  the  father  was  put  at  the  top  of  the 
list,  and  two  of  his  sons  below,  had  not  each  of  the  three  attached  precisely  tne 
same  number  of  acres,  and  precisely  the  same  number  in  family,  representing 
thereby  the  number  of  acres,  and  the  number  in  family,  of  the  father  alone,. 
Not  in  every  case;  in  the  case  of  Leyden  it  occurred  so;  but  sometimes  t ey 
returned  the  family  as  six,  sometimes  seven,  and  sometimes  four. 

14225.  In  the  same  list? — Yes,  ' ,. 

14220. 
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14226.  Do  you  know  whether  in  that  case  they  had  separate  families,  amount- 
ing to  that  number  of  children  ? — I do  not  consider  they  had,  on  looking  to  the 
different  documents  that  are  in  my  possession  since  I came  here. 

14227.  In  the  case  of  Leyden,  the  fact  of  the  first  being  entered  John  Leyden, 
junior,  and  the  second  entry  being  James  Leyden  (John),  and  the  second  Christian 
name,  John,  being  attached,  causes  you  to  believe  it  must  be  put  there  to  identify 
him  with  the  father  ? — I could  have  understood  it  if  the  first  had  been  John 
Leyden,  without  the  word  junior,  and  then  I should  have  understood  who  Janies 
Leyden  (John)  was,  but  w hen  it  was  put  John  Leyden,  junior,  I should  have  con- 
sidered it  was  a separate  family;  that  John  Leyden,  junior,  was  perhaps  a 
married  man,  though  the  son  of  John  Leyden. 

14228.  What  did  you  suppose  was  the  reason  of  attaching  the  name  of  John 
after  the  name  of  James  Leyden  ? — To  show  that  he  was  the  son  of  John  ; that 
I perfectly  understood. 

142  29.  You  did  not  understand  that  he  was  not  the  son  of  John,  nor  that  he 
and  John  Leyden,  junior,  were  brothers,  and  that  they  were  sons  of  John  Leyden 
who  had  two  acres  of  land,  and  six  in  family  ? — I did  not,  nor  should  I under- 
stand it  if  I looked  at  the  list  again,  because  I think  John  Leyden,  junior,  is  just 
as  likely  to  be  a married  man. 

14230.  There  was  nothing  in  that  mode  of  entry  to  attract  your  attention,  so 
as  to  require  you  to  desire  the  information  from  the  committee  ? — None  what- 
ever, I considered  they  were  separate  families. 

14231.  I think  you  have  heard  in  this  room  the  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mittee, stating  that  the  Liscannor  committee  acted  upon  a rule  in  entering  the 
names,  and  that  they  believed  the  rule  would  be  understood,  and  that  they  did 
not  intend  to  deceive  you;  now  on  recollection  of  all  the  circumstances,  have 
you  reason  to  believe  it  was  entered  for  the  purpose  of  deception,  or  was  it, 
according  to  your  rule,  a clumsy  mode  of  acting? — It  was  a very  clumsy  mode 
of  acting  ; I cannot  say  whether  it  was  deception ; it  caused  the.  employment  of 
more  people  than  would  have  been  employed  ; and  I particularly  complained  of 
that  to  the  Government,  that  they  made  returns  of  the  whole  population  by 
separating  the  families,  and  I stated  that  from  one  parish  there  were  1,763 
returned  as  destitute  out  of  an  entire  population  of  1,769?  according  to  the 
census  of  1841. 

14232.  If  on  adding  up  the  number  of  children  in  a list,  you  found  that 
there  were  more  than  the  number  of  persons  on  the  parish,  did  it  not  strike  you 
as  requiring  some  explanation,  or  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  number  of  children 
were  not  meant  to  be  repeated,  but  it  was  to  indicate  that  they  ODly  repre- 
sented the  number  of  members  in  the  family  ? — I did  not  consider  it  was  meant; 
I would  not  have  considered  anything  respecting  the  number  of  the  family  and 
the  number  of  acres  being  in,  provided  they  put  the  son  or  the  brother  of  the 
other  person  in  the  observation,  that  was  all  that  ivas  required  ; if  they  put 
“ son  of  such  and  such  a person,”  that  would  explain  that  they  meant  him  for 
the  father,  if  they  put  it  in  the  column  of  observation. 

14233.  How  would  that  make  it  more  clear;  supposing  that  they  entered 
“ John  Leyden,  jun.,  six  in  family  ; James  Leyden,  the  son  of  John  Leyden,  six 
in  family,”  how  would  that  have  shown  to  you  that  it  only  meant  to  represent  the 
father  had  six,  and  that  they  bad  not  twelve  altogether  ?— It  would  show  me 
that  it  was  the  same  family. 

14234.  Would  you  have  acted  upon  it? — I should  have  taken  off  the  second  in 
that  case. 

14235.  Mr.  W.  Williams .]  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  to  represent,  in  strong 
terms,  if  there  were  two  persons  in  the  same  family  on  the  same  list,  that  they 
should  be  placed  on  in  such  a way  as  that  you  could  understand  that  they  were 
the  same? — I did  so.  I got  the  lists  made  out,  but  I could  not  detect  the  cir- 
cumstance, and  I could  not  state  an  instance  to  the  committee.  I requested 
them  to  make  out  their  registry,  which  they  did,  and  they  put  the  father,  and  the 
two  sons  immediately  a'fter  him. 

14236.  Did  the  committee  act  upon  the  suggestion  you  gave  them.  Most 
certainly ; and  I was,  as  I stated,  very  well  satisfied  with  getting  the  registry. 
It  was  very  correctly  made  out.  . 

14237.  With  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  inspecting  officers  and  engineers,  do 
you  wish  to  place  before  the  Committee  the  instructions  you  received  from  the 
0.105.  5 C Board 
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Board  of  Works  r — I do  ; dated  respectively  the  29th  of  November  and  the  9th 
of  December. 

[The following  Circulars  were  put  in,  and  read:] 

(B.) 


CIRCULARS  AND  GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Memorandum  No.  29. 


(Relief  Department.) 


Office  of  Public  Works,  29  November  1846. 


The  Commissioners  regret  to  observe  that  differences  in  some  cases  h.ive  arisen  between 
the  inspecting  officers  and  the  engineers  in  charge,  in  reference  to  the  issue  of  labour 
tickets  at  the  commencement  and  carrving  on  of  works.  This  appears  to  have  arisen 
from  a misunderstanding  as  to  the  object  of  the  works,  which  are  undertaken  only  to 
supply  employment  to  the  destitute  poor,  but  which  it  is  necessary  should  be  as  well 
selected,  and  as  well  executed,  as  is  consistent  with  this  object.  The  inspecting  officer  is 
placed  in  communication  with  the  relief  committees,  and  is  therefore  the  party  cognizant 
of  the  districts,  and  of  the  numbers  who  require  employment,  while  the  engineer  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  works.  The  presentment  sessions  provide  works,  and 
that  he  should  select  from  among  them  such  as  appear  necessary  lor  general  relief.  The 
inspection  officer  and  engineer  should  then  confer  as  to  the  numbers  who  can  be  most 
advantageously  employed  on  the  local  works  ordered;  and  when  more  relief  is  required 
than  the  works  will  s'upply,  the  inspecting  officer  should  report  the  circumstance,  and  the 
engineer  should  recommend  the  works  which  are  most  useful  to  the  Board,  who  will  either 
order  more  works  from  the  schedules  of  the  sessions,  or  request  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  call  other  sessions.  The  inspecting  officer  should  not  throw  inure  men 
on  any  work  than  the  engineer  can  advantageously  employ;  and  the  engineer  should  use 
every  exertion  to  employ  as  many  as  can  conveniently  be  placed  on  the  work,  lhe 
inspecting  officer  has  a general  surveillance  over  all  branches  of  the  works  in  his  district, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  as  much  relief  as  possible,  and  is  frequently  the  medium 
through  which  the  Board’s  orders  are  conveyed;  he  has  great  responsibility  in  scrutiniz- 
ing the  lists,  and  issuing  the  tickets;  and  the  engineer  not  less  in  executing  the  works 
creditably,  in  enforcing  the  tasks,  and  preparing  estimates;  while  both  concur  in  resist- 
ing encroachments  of  unauthorized  min  upon  the  works,  and  in  enforcing  order  and 
subordination.  . , 

The  Commissioners  are  quite  saiisfied  that  these  differences  have  arisen  only  lrom  zeal 
in  both  parties,  by  which  each  may  have  supposed  the  other  was  encroaching  on  his  pecu- 
liar province,  but  earnestly  hope  that  both  parlies  will  see  that  their  common  strength 
depends  on  perfect  cordiality  and  union;  with  this  view  the  instructions  were  provided, 
and  great  care  was  taken  to  make  the  duties  of  both  as  distinct  and  definite  as  possible,  in 
a class  of  works  for  which  only  general  rules  could  be  laid  down. 


I am,  &c. 

(signed)  Jos.  C.  Walker,  Secretary. 


Circular  No.  36. 

Memorandum. 

(Relief  Department.)  _ , 015 

Office  of  Public  Works,  9 December  184b. 

The  Commissioners,  after  the  fullest  consideration,  have  resolved  to  discontinue  the 
issue  of  tickets,  by  which,  it  is  hoped,  much  time  and  office  work  will  be  save  1 
inspecting  officers.  In  future,  it  will  be  sufficient  that  the  inspecting  officer  should  “rn 
to  the  check  clerk,  for  the  engineer,  a list  of  the  men  to  be  employed  on  any  P“r  ica  . 
work,  selecting  them,  as  at  present,  after  the  fullest  scrutiny,  from  the  lists  of  the  re 
committees,  and  fixing  the  number  in  conjunction  with  the  engineer,  each  having  m v 
the  object  to  be  attained — 

The  inspecting  officer,  that  as  much  relief  shall  be  afforded  as  possible.  ■ 

The  engineer,  that  such  works  shall  be  carried  on  as  will  afford  that  labour,  so  tar  a 
consistent  with  the  proper  execution  of  the  works. 

On  no  account  is  this  list  to  be  issued  through  the  relief  committee,  but  a copy 
furnished  to  them,  and  every  facility  and  assistance  at  all  times  given  to  them  tor  in 
tigating,  as  well  the  lists  of  men  who  are  employed,  as  those  who  still  remain  on  ^ 
own  list  for  employment.  The  chief  clerk  must  be  careful  to  make  himself  acfiua’anc. 
with  the  men,  and  take  care  that  no  transfers  or  substitutes  be  allowed,  without  t e sa 
tion  of  the  inspecting  officer. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners, 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin,  (signed)  Jos.  C.  Walker,  Secretary. 

24  November  1846. 
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14238.  Were  those  instructions  ever  communicated  by  you  to  the  relief  Ca  t 
committees  ?— The  relief  committees  had  instructions,  not  to  this  effect,  but  ex-  H.  ir.  ilordm. 
plaining  what  their  duties  were.  ' 

14239.  Where  ? — They  are  in  Colonel  Jones’s  evidence.  23  Juue  1847. 

14240.  What  was  the  purport  of  those  instructions  .-—The  engineer  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  relief  committees  at  all. 

14241.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  relief 
committees  ? — That  the  relief  committees  had  only  to  correspond  with  the  in- 
specting officer  ; they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  duties  of  the  engineer,  with 
the  works,  or  in  sending  him  names  to  be  employed,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

14242.  According  to  those  instructions,  the  engineer  ought  not  to  have  com- 
municated with  the  relief  committee  ? — Not  at  all. 

14243.  Did  they  not  r — They  did. 

14244.  Then  they  acted  contrary  to  their  duties  ?— They  did.  They  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  relief  committees.  I imagine  from  the  pressure  at  first  they 
were  obliged  to  do  so. 

14245.  Do  you  not  know  that  those  instructions,  laying  down  strictly  what 
were  the  duties  of  the  engineer  and  the  inspecting  officer,  were  not  communi- 
cated to  the  relief  committees,  and  that  the  relief  committees  never  were  forbid 
to  communicate  with  the  engineers  if  the  engineers  chose  to  receive  their  appli- 
tions  r — I was  not  in  the  county  of  Clare  at  the  commencement  of  the  works  ; 
but  I was  in  the  county  of  Cork. 

14246.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt,  whether  against  instructions  or  not, 
that  the  engineer  did  receive  lists  from  the  relief  committee,  and  did  allow 
persons  to  be  put  upon  the  works  without  communications  being  made  through 
the  inspecting  officers  ? — I believe  he  did. 

1 4247 . Mr.  \V.  Williams. ] You  have  stated  that  you  have  obtained  much  of  the 
information  that  you  have  communicated  to  the  Committee  since  you  came  to 
London? — Yes. 

14248.  From  whom  did  you  obtain  that  information?— From  documents  that 
I have  with  me. 

14249.  Who  furnished  you  with  those? — The  Liscannor  relief  committee 
furnished  me  with  the  lists ; then  the  registry,  which  they  subsequently  made 
out ; the  poor-law  valuation,  which  I obtained  from  Mr.  Gamble,  since  I came  to 
town,  and  the  registry  of  the  freeholders,  which  I also  obtained  from  Mr.  Gamble. 

14250.  Did  you  make  that  investigations  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Gamble  and 
Captain  Wynne? — No.  I made  them  out  myself,  during  the  first  day  of  the 
examination. 

1 4-2.5 1 • Without  any  assistance  from  them,  and  without  any  co-operation  ? — 

I asked  certain  questions ; but  what  I stated  as  to  the  lists  is  taken  out  of  the 
above  documents  ; if  a number  should  be  returned  wrong,  it  must  be  a mistake 
in  copying ; because  I wished  to  take  the  evidence  I have  given  out  of  the  lists 
of  the  committee  as  far  as  possible. 

14252.  They  assisted  you  in  furnishing  us  with  information  which  you  have 
derived  from  those  documents  ? — Exactly ; and  I would  wish  also  to  state  that 
I had  not  the  same  means  of  making  inquiry  in  the  county,  and  of  checking 
the  abuse,  because  I did  not  receive  the  registry  which  gave  me  this  informa- 
tion until  a very  short  time  before  the  works  had  stopped  altogether,  or  before 
they  had  been  greatly  reduced. 

14253.  Mr.  Thornely. ] Do  I understand  you  to  say  that  you  received  assist- 
ance from  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  in  drawing  out  those  lists  ? — 

Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  were  up  stairs  here  almost  the  whole  time  I 
was  making  them  out. 

*4254.  You  were  not  assisted  by  them  further  than  that  you  put  a question 
to  them  when  you  had  any  difficulty  ? — Yes  ; and  generally  speaking,  I could 
have  got  the  information  out  of  the  lists,  without  asking  them  at  all. 

'4255.  In  answer  to  a question  as  to  matter  of  facts,  you  have  relied  upon 
your  own  recollection  without  being  assisted  by  anybody  ? — Certainly,  and 
upon  letters. 

M256.  In  matters  in  which  it  became  necessary  to  make  reference  to  docu- 
mentary evidence  or  to  figures,  in  the  lists  which  have  come  from  different 
committees,  have  you  had  those  documents  and  those  lists  occasionally  sup- 
plied by  Mr.  Gamble ?— I made  them  myself  without  Mr.  Gamble’s  assistance; 
they  were  in  my  own  possession. 

. 0.105.  5 c 2 14257-  With 
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14257.  With  the.  other  documents  ? — Yes;  the  poor-law  valuation  and  the 
list  of  freeholders  I obtained  from  Mr.  Gamble. 

14258.  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  know  that  it  has  been  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee by  Mr.  Gamble,  that  permission  was  given  to  the  engineers  to  put 
people  on  the  works  on  the  recommendation  not  merely  of  committees,  but  of 
individuals  of  committees?— I am  not  aware  of  it.  I have  not  read  Mr. 
Gamble’s  evidence.  . 

14259.  Are  you  aware  that  in  answer  to  question  6588,  Mr.  Gamble  lias 
statedj  “ Mr.  Fitzgerald  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Welsh  wrote  to  urge  me  that,  as 
the  inspecting  officer  was  engaged  in  another  part  of  the  district,  I would  allow 
the  works  to  be  commenced ; I did  so  without  the  regular  lists,  and  I then 
got  lists  from  members  of  the  committee,  from  the  parish  priest,  and  others, 
and  allowed  the  men  to  be  put  on  the  works  without  the  lists.”  Was  that 
mode  of  proceeding  contrary  to  the  instructions  which  you  have  laid  before 
the  Committee  ?— It  was.  I am  not  aware  of  the  circumstances  that  might 
have  permitted  such  a course  to  be  pursued. 

14260.  In  answer  to  the  next  question,  6589,  which  is,  “ I wish  to  know 
whether,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  that  part  of  the  country,  even  the 
Government  officers  were  not  obliged  to  put  persons  on  the  works  irregularly 
and  without  the  proper  forms  ? ” the  answer  is,  “ Mr.  Petty  did  so  in  conse- 
quence of  my  directions.”  Is  not  that  also  contrary  to  the  letter  of  instruc- 
tions ? — It  is  ; but  I consider  such  a course  might  have  been  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time. 

14261.  Supposing  such  a course  might  be  necessary  in  the  state  of  the 
country  at  the  time,  might  it  not  also  be  equally  necessary  to  be  pursued  by 
Mr.  Galway,  and  for  the  committee  to  send  lists  and  recommendations  to  him? 
— -Yes,  until  the  committee  were  told  that  they  were  to  send  them  to  the  in- 
specting officer,  which  I have  reason  to  think  they  were,  in  consequence  of 
having  sent  in  the  list  of  the  3 1st  of  December,  and  afterwards  the  other  lists 
regularly. 

1 4262.  Did  not  the  extreme  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the  clamour  for  employ- 
ment, justify  occasional  deviations  from  the  letter  of  instruction  on  the  part  of 
the  officers? — It  did.  I was  obliged  to  deviate  from  the  instructions  myself  on 
commencing  the  works  in  the  county  of  Cork,  so  far  as  not  issuing  tickets ; I 
was  unable  to  do  it. 

14263.  In  consequence  of  the  great  pressure  and  clamour  for  labour  upon 
the  committees  in  West  Clare  and  that  district,  do  you  not  think  they  were 
justified,  when  the  engineer  was  on  the  spot,  and  the  inspecting  officer  at  a con- 
siderable distance,  in  urging  upon  him  the  acceptance  of  the  lists,  and  putting 
the  men  to  work  ? — I think  they  were  ; but  they  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
have  sent  duplicates  of  the  list  to  the  inspecting  officer,  with  a view,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  co-operating  with  him,  and  which  they  did  at  a subsequent 
period. 

14264.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  committee  found,  under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times,  the  unparalleled  distress,  and  many  of  them  persons 
not  accustomed  to  that  sort  of  business,  may  fairly  meet  with  excuse  for  some 
irregularities  r — I think  for  some  they  may ; and  there  is  hardly  any  part 
of  Ireland  I have  been  in  where  the  committee  did  act  up  to  their  instructions. 

14265.  Would  they  be  in  some  measure  excused  for  not  acting  strictly  up 
to  the  instructions,  on  two  grounds ; first,  that  the  pressure  of  the  times  mign 
render  it  expedient  and  right  to  deviate  from  them,  and  secondly,  that  they 
might  be  men  not  very  business-like,  and  therefore  not  seeing  their  way  to  act 
according  to  their  instructions  r — I think  so.  The  great  cause  of  complaint  in 
Clare  was  the  immense  number  on  the  works,  more  in  proportion  than  in  any 
other  part  of  Ireland. 

14266.  Mr.  Solicitor-General .]  You  say  the  difficulty  of  the  times  mig 
excuse  the  committee  some  irregularities  ; were  there  any  irregularities  in  t 
Liscannor  committee  which  you  think  were  inexcusable,  notwithstanding  t e 
pressure  of  the  times? — I think  so. 

14267.  Such  as  what? — Such  as  not  having  seen  that  the  most  destitu  e 
were  on  the  lists  at  the  time  that  the  persons  in  more  comfortable  circum 
stances  were  returned.  _ r e 

14268.  Mr.  W.  Williams.]  Did  you  find  the  same  irregularities.in  other  re  ie^ 

committees  over  which  you  superintended? — In  some  committees,  m 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  749 

county  of  Clare,  I have  found  that  they  put  on  persons  in  more  comfortable 
circumstances  before  they  put  on  the  destitute. 

74269.  Have  you  found  that  in  any  other  county  over  -which  you  super- 
intended?— I have  not;  Cork  was  the  only  place  I was  in  under  the  Labour 
Rate  Act. 

14270.  Had  you  the  same  opportunity  of  making  investigation  into  the 
county  of  Cork  as  in  the  county  of  Clare  ? — I had. 

14271.  How  long  were  you  employed  on  it?— I went  to  Cork  in  August, 
and  remained  till  the  end  of  January,  and  I was  employed  in  Clare  from  the 
end  of  January  till  May. 

14272.  Did  you  find  the  committees  in  Cork  better  organized  than  in  Clare, 
that  is,  that  the  gentlemen  paid  more  attention,  or  that  there  were  more  resi- 
dent gentry  ?— I found  some  parts  very  similar  to  Clare.  In  some  districts  I 
had  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  lists,  but  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  Clare. 

14273.  Did  you  find  the  destitution  as  great  as  in  the  county  of  Clare'/ — I 
consider  that,  comparatively  speaking,  in  Clare  there  was  no  destitution. 

14274.  Mr.  Belleto.]  What  portion  of  Cork  were  you  in? — The  West 
Riding. 

14275.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  You  think  the  destitution  greater  there  than 
in  Clare  ? — Infinitely. 

14276.  Chairman.]  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  ever  refuse  to  give  you  any 
information  or  explanation  which  you  desired? — None  at  all ; the  principal 
cause  of  complaint  I had  was  in  the  fact  of  destitute  persons  not  having  been 
returned  to  me  in  their  lists,  and  in  the  committee  charging  me  with  having 
taken  them  off. 

14277.  When  you  mention  the  Liscannor  committee  were  to  blame  for  put- 
ting the. more  comfortable  on  to  the  exclusion  of  those  more  destitute,  do  you 
speak  with  reference  to  the  rule  you  laid  down  as  to  land,  and  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  people? — Most  certainly. 

14278.  Is  it  by  that  that  you  judge  of  their  having  put  on  the  more  com- 
fortable?— I judge  from  the  lists  I handed  in  of  the  persons  whom  I considered 
ought  not  to  be  on  the  works,  and  then  the  destitute  were  the  persons  whom 
the  committee  stated  I struck  off  the  lists. 

]4279-  Is  not  the  test  which  you  apply,  and  by  which  you  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  they  put  on  more  comfortable  than  those  they  left  off,  that  you 
find  them  in  some  documents  to  have  had  a quantity  of  land  and  some  cattle  ? 
— Yes. 

14280.  Without  personal  inquiry  ? — I made  no  personal  inquiiy.  I found 
that  one  man  had  been  returned  with  one  cow,  and  I wrote  to  say  I knew  he 
had  more.  The  committee  denied  it,  and  I went  to  the  man’s  house  and  found 
he  had  four. 

. H281.  With  that  exception,  I ask  whether  you  do  not  arrive  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  more  destitute  were  put  on  from  the  statement  in  the  lists  sent 
to  you  ? — The  subsequent  lists  informed  me  of  other  parties  who  had 
neither  land  nor  cattle,  and  they  should  have  been  put  on  the  lists  in  the  first 
instance. 

14282.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  committee  actually  complained  of  your 
rule,  and  said  that  it  had  the  effect  of  keeping  off  the  most  destitute,  and 
putting  on  the  more  comfortable  ? — I do  not,  because  they  stated  I took  these 
persons  off  the  lists,  and  it  appears  they  were  never  returned  to  me ; they  were 
put  upon  the  works  by  tickets,  and  lists  of  the  committee,  but  those  lists  were 
never  sent  to  the  inspecting  officer,  and  he  was  unable  to  return  them. 

142.83.  Those  I alluded  to  as  your  having  struck  off  were  the  200? — The 
committee  never  returned  them,  and  they  would  never  appear  on  the  labour 
fists  for  that  reason. 

*4284.  Mr.  Solicitor- General.]  Were  there  any  other  irregularities  which 
you  think  were  not  excused  by  the  pressure  of  the  times,  excepting  the  irregu- 
larity of  their  returning  to  you  people  in  more  comfortable  circumstances,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  in  destitution  ? — Yes ; I consider  that  the  com- 
Bnttee  ought  to  have  investigated  the  case  of  every  person  before  he  was  put 
upon  the  registry ; the  pressure,  I consider,  was  not  upon  the  committees  but 
upon  the  inspecting  officers. 

H285.  In  y0llr  judgment,  did  the  Liscannor  committee  apply  a sufficient 
quantity  of  time  to  the  duties  of  their  business  ? — I certainly  think  they  did 
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not  latterly,  and  when  I went  first  to  the  district ; in  two  cases  1 made  appoint- 
ments to  meet  the  committee,  and  I only  met  the  chairman  and  the  clerk  of 
the  committee. 

14286.  Mr.  IV.  Williams .]  How  did  you  ascertain  that  the  committee  returned 
persons  in  better  circumstances  than  others  who  were  left  off  the  lists  ? — From 
the  fact  that  the  lists  that  were  sent  in  on.  the  31st  December,  and  on  the  5th 
January,  and  on  the  31st  January,  contained  persons  holding  land  up  to  40 
acres,  and  cattle,  some  of  them  from  six  head  of  cattle  upwards  ; and  then  after 
I had  issued  my  lists,  a subsequent  fist  came  in  of  persons  who  had  no  land 
and  no  cattle  whatever, 'and  those  parties  were  not  returned  upon  the  previous 
fists,  and  the  committee  said  I struck  them  off. 

14287.  Did  you  ascertain  that  those  parties  who  had  neither  cattle  nor  land 
had  made  application  for  relief? — They  must  have  made  application,  because 
the  committee  said  I had  struck  them  off  the  lists. 

14288.  Was  not  John  M£Mahon  (Silver)  on  the  fist  of  the  31st  December, 
and  was  he  not  put  off  by  you  r — He  was  on  the  fist  of  the  3 1 st  December,  and  he 
is  in  my  list  returned  for  work.  I have  the  work  fists  here,  if  you  wish  to  see  them. 

14289.  Chav-man.']  Was  he  not  put  off  by  you,  and  afterwards  returned  as 
a destitute  person  ? — He  was  not  struck  off  by  me ; the  committee  presumed  he 
was,  but  he  was  not. 

14290.  Was  he  never  struck  off? — He  was  not  by  me,  he  was  by  the  com- 
mittee afterwards. 

14291 . You  have  stated  that  you  were  only  attended  on  two  occasions  by  the 
chairman  and  another  member  of  the  committee,  to  one  of  those,  had  you  not, 
only  the  night  before,  sent  a notice  that  you  would  be  at  Liscannor  ? — I had. 

1 4292.  And  the  day  on  which  you  were  to  meet  them  was  not  on  a regular  day 
of  meeting  ? — It  was  impossible  for  me  to  attend  on  the  regular  meeting  day. 

14293.  Was  not  the  notice  you  sent  so  late  rather  short  to  summon  a full 
committee  ? — It  was ; I never  expected  to  meet  a full  committee,  but  a few 
members  who  were  living  within  a short  distance  of  the  committee  room. 

14294.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know  that  they  wilfully  staid  away,  or  had 
not  time? — No  doubt  Mr.  John  Macnamara  would  have  informed  them;  he 


merely  said  it  was  a short  notice. 

14295.  Does  Mr.  John  Machamara  five  two  miles  away  ? — He  does. 

14296.  And  neither  of  those  meetings  were  on  committee  days  ?— They  were 
not. 

14297.  If  they  were  called  upon  to  meet  you  by  a notice  so  sudden  as  the 
night  before,  and  it  was  not  a regular  committee  day,  there  was  no  great 
ground  of  complaint  of  want  of  attention  to  business  in  that  respect  ?— It  was 
so  necessary  for  committees  to  meet  inspecting  officers  about  that  time,  that 
I think  every  personal  sacrifice  should  have  been  made,  and  everything  should 
have  been  done  to  meet  them,  because  the  inspecting  officers  had  so  large  a 
district  (I  think  I had  about  35  committees  when  I left),  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  inspecting  officer  to  attend  on  the  day  that  each  committee  would  fix 
its  day  of  meeting,  and  I was  obliged  to  attend  three  and  four  and  five  com- 
mittees in  a day ; the  committee  ought  to  have  stretched  every  point  to  meet 
the  inspecting  officer. 

14298.  Did  not  the  committee  make  great  sacrifices,  and  devote  much  atten- 
tion to  the  business  of  the  public,  to  the  loss  and  inconvenience  of  themselves . 
— I think  when  they  got  the  people  on  the  works  they  were  satisfied,  and  they 
would  not  meet  until  they  wanted  to  put  additional  men  on  the  works. 

14299.  Did  they  not  meet  twice  a week  ?— I believe  they  did ; but  I cannot 
say  how  long  they  sat. 

14300.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Suppose  on  an  average  of  five  hours  a day, 
do  you  think  that  was  sufficient  time  to  discharge  with  proper  energy  and  care 
the  duties  devolving  upon  them  ? — I think  that,  perhaps,  it  was  long  enough 
to  attend;  they  might  have  done  a great  deal  in' 10  hours,  if  they  did  attend 
regularly  for  that  time,  it  was  more  than  occurred  in  many  other  parts  of  the 
district. 


14301.  Mr.  Stafford  O'Brien.]  It  was  impossible  for  you,  with  35  com- 
mittees in  connexion  with  you,  to  know  exactly  the  number  of  times  or  the 
length  of  time  that  every  committee  sat?— Quite  impossible ; it  was  only  for  a 
short  time,  for  a week  or  10  days  that  I had  35  committees;  it  was  only  at  the 
commencement  of  forming  new  committees : previous  to  that,  there  were  -0. 

* 14002.  Chairman.] 
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14302.  Chairman .]  Did  you  not  know  at  tile  time  that  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee met  twice  a week  r—I  did  not  know  it  at  that  time.  I knew  it  latterly  • 
but  I think  if  I call  to  my  recollection  I have  attended  there  one  of  their  com- 
mittee days,  and  never  found  them  there  at  all. 

143°3-  Wr.  Bellow.}  You  have  already  stated  there  were  35  000  on  the 
works  ? — Thirty-six  thousand. 

14304.  In  West  Clare? — Yes. 

14305.  Have  you  any  doubt  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  exertions  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  a very  much  larger  number  than  that  would  have  been  put  on  the 
works  r—I  am  certain  there  would  have  been  a great  many  morei  there  were 
fresh  applications  for  work  ; they  would  never  have  stopped 

14300.  Chairman .]  Were  not  the  whole  of  those,  from  the  increasing  distress 
through  the  failure  of  the  potatoe  crop,  in  a state  of  destitution,  or  closely 
verging  upon  it  ? — I do  not  consider  so.  J 

14307.  Mr.  Thomely .]  They  were  not  so  badly  off  as  the  people  in  Cork  ? 

Not  nearly  so  badly  off  as  in  Cork ; they  had  not  in  Cork  one-half  or  one-fourth 
of  the  employment  they  had  in  Clare. 

14308.  Did  you  ever  happen  to  attend  a committee  room  when  the  com- 
mittee did  not  meet  at  all  ? — I have  done  so. 

14309.  Probably  not  more  than  once  ?— I did  at  Lisdoonvana  very  recently; 
and  often  on  the  new  relief  measures  I attended  a committee,  and  never  found 
any  person  there. 

143*0.  At  Liscannor  did  you  ever  attend  when  no  committee  met  ?— I could 
not  say. 

14311.  Chair  man. \ Was  not  the  business  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee 
conducted  better  and  with  more  attention  to  the  people,  than  almost  any  other 
committee  with  which  you  were  brought  in  contact  in  that  district  ?— Subse- 
quently for  about  a month  it  was ; but  I do  not  consider  that  attention  was 
paid  when  first  I went  there ; and  at  the  latter  part  of  the  time  1 was  in  the 
district  I cannot  say  that  they  exerted  themselves  as  they  should  have  done ; 
there  was  a kind  of  apathy  and  indifference  in  making  out  the  new  registry 
for  relief ; it  was  the  last  district  that  finished  making  out  those  lists. 

14312.  Mr.  Solicitor-General.]  Where  do  you  date  from,  when  you  say  sub- 
sequently ? — About  the  7th  or  8th  of  March. 

H3]3-  Chairman.]  Do  you  not  allude  to  apathy  and  not  such  active  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  committee,  when  they  were  acting  under  the  Soup  Act  ? — 
I do ; there  was  such  an  indifference  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

143  ' 4-  I mean  the  Relief  Act  ? — The  committee  contented  itself  with  getting 
the  people  on  the  works. 

M31 5-  I ask  whether  they  did  not  conduct  their  business  as  well,  or  better, 
than  other  committees  at  the  same  time  under  the  Relief  Act  ? — I do  not  con- 
sider so,  from  the  fact  of  their  having  left  off  these  poor  people. 

I understood  you  had  paid  a compliment  to  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee as  being  better  than  the.  others  ? — I paid  them  a compliment  for  the  way 
in  which  they  made  out  their  census,  and  I was  very  well  pleased  with  it,  but 
when  they  said  they  would  take  off  100  off  the  works,  as  I stated,  1 found  out 
that  they  had  turned  off  some  of  the  most  wretched  objects,  and  left  some  on 
with  cattle  and  land. 

M31 7-  We  have  already  been  told  they  might  he  as  wretched  as  the  others  ? 
—1  know  that  a person  with  cattle  could'  not  be  so  destitute  as  a person  who 
has  nothing  on  earth  to  live  upon. 

. 1 43  '*  3-  Did  the  Liscannor  committee  conduct  itself  more  regularly  in  your 
judgment  than  the  Kililagh  committee  ? — The  Liscannor  committee  had  fur- 
nished lists ; the  Kililagh  committee,  although  repeatedly  called  upon,  fur- 
nished none.  The  Kililagh  committee  had  every  person  on  the  works,  and, 
herefore,  there  were  no  destitute  excluded.  The  Liscannor  committee  returned 
persons  in  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  persons  who  were  left  off  their 

hsts  altogether. 

1 43  ^9-  Again  I ask  you  whether  you  use  those  words  “ comfortable  circum- 
s aaces  ns  tested  by  your  rule  of  cattle  and  land  ? — Certainly ; and  I would  add 
ft?  new  measures  no  committee  could  have  exerted  themselves  more  than 

e Kililagh  committee  ; it  is  the  only  one  almost  that  has  carried  out  strictly 
ie  Government  instructions  in  issuing  cooked  food  ; I received  the  greatest 
distance  from  every  member  of  that  committee. 

0,1  °5-  504  14320.  Have 
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Cart.  1 4320.  Have  not  the  allegations  been  principally  directed  against  the  conduct 

B.  w.  Gordon.  0f  the  Liscannor  committee  ?— Solely  ; in  consequence  of  my  attention  having 
been  called  principally  to  the  Liscannor  committee. 

33  June  1847.  14321.  Have  not  the  allegations  of  the  inspecting  officer  been  mainly  di- 

rected against  the  Liscannor  committee  ? — Yes,  in  consequence  of  the  inquiry 
having  been  directed  towards  it. 

14322.  Have  not  the  charges  that  were  made  been  directed  solely  against 
the  Liscannor  committee  ? — No,  I do  not  think  so,  because  I wrote  myself 
letters  against  other  committees  also  in  that  district. 

14323.  Are  you  aware  that  large  subscriptions  have  been  made  in  Kililagh? 
— I am. 

14324.  When  ?— I found  on  my  arrival  in  the  district,  they  were  selling  meat 
at  Kililagh  at  the  prime  cost,  and  they  strictly  carried  out  the  Government 
instructions  on  that  head ; for  instance,  in  selling  seven  tons  they  only  lost 
2 s.  6d.  including  carriage  and  every  thing. 

14325.  Mr.  Repton.]  I am  desired  to  ask  you  if  you  are  aware  that  large 
subscriptions  have  been  made  in  Kililagh  ? I am. 

14326.  To  what  amount? — There  were  359  l.  in  hand  including  the  Govern- 
ment subscription  of  about  1 50 

14327.  Do  you  know  how  that  was  expended?— In  selling  meal  to  the  people 
throughout  the  district,  during  the  time  they  were  on  the  works. 

14328.  At  low  prices? — At  cost  price. 

14329.  Did  you  receive  assistance  from  the  Killilagh  committee  in  reducing 
the  list  20  per  cent,  when  such  reduction  was  ordered  by  the  Board  of  Works? 
— I did. 

14330.  Did  you  receive  efficient  assistance  ?— I received  great  assistance  from 
the  members  of  the  Kililagh  committee  in  reducing  the  20  per  cent. ; from  that 
date  I received  every  assistance  from  that  committee ; previous  to  that  I had 
received  none. 

14331.  And  subsequent  to  that  ?— Subsequent  to  that  I received  every 
assistance. 

14332.  You  mean,  generally  speaking  ? — Generally  speaking. 

14333.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Are  you  aware  that  300  l.  was  expended  during  the 
period  that  the  relief  works  were  going  on  ? — Meal  was  purchased  and  sold  to 
the  people ; there  was  no  money  lost  upon  it ; but  it  was  being  used  the 
whole  time,  and  has  now  been  handed  over  to  the  new  relief  committee,  and 
it  has  been  the  means  of  saving  a rate  on  the  electoral  division. 

14334.  Mr.  Thornely.]  Are  you  aware,  from  your  knowledge  of  Corcomroe, 
the  employment  of  4,500  would  be  much  more  than  sufficient,  if  properly  dis- 
tributed, to  meet  every  case  of  destitution  ? — Certainly  it  ought ; I have  already 
stated  much  less. 


Jovis,  24*  die  Junii , 1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Bortbwick. 

Mr.  Sharman  Crawford. 

Mr.  Mackinnon. 

SHARMAN  CRAWFORD,  Eso.  is  the  Chair,  pro  lempore. 


Lord  John  Manners. 
Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Thornely. 


Capt. 

H.  W.  Gordon. 


54  June  1847; 


Captain  H.  IV.  Gordon , called  in  ; and  further  Examined. 

1 4335 - Chairman.']  I am  desired  to. ask  you  this  question:  when  y°“re^^ 
Captain  Wynne,  in  Clare,  what  were  the  orders  you  received  from  the  Co  ^ 
sioners  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  district'? — I received  from  ^ 

Jones,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Larcom,  instructions  to  pursue  m every 
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the  course  that  Captain  Wynne  had  pursued  in  Clare  ; that  the  Commissioners  „ f*P£in 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with  everything  he  had  done,  and  requested  that  I would  E'  ’ * ■on- 
pursue  exactly  the  same  course  in  every  way.  June  1847 

H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

14336.  Do  you  wish  to  express  any  opinion  of  your  own,  regarding  Captain 
Wynne’s  management  of  his  duties  in  that  district?— I do  ; I wrote  a letter  to 
Captain  Wynne,  expressive  of  my  opinion. 

14337.  When  did  you  -write  to  him  ? — On  the  14th  of  March. 

14338.  Is  that  the  letter  which  appears  in  page  30  of  the  statement  before 
die  Committee,  printed  by  Captain  Wynne  ? — It  is. 

14339.  Was  it  after  the  question  as  to  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  had  been 
mooted  in  Parliament  ? — It  was. 

14340.  Had  Captain  Wynne  written  you,  desiring  to  have  your  opinion? — 

He  had  not. 

14341.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  commencement  of  your  letter:  “lam 
much  obliged  for  your  note,  and  also  to  see  you  are  meeting  with  the  support 
from  the  Government  you  deserve ; I am  quite  sure,  that  had  you  not  acted  as 

you  did” ? — It  was  not  relative  t.o  asking  me  for  any  opinion  of  his  conduct 

during  the  time  he  was  in  Clare,  it  was  relative  to  some  subject  that  occurred 
during  the  time  I was  there. 

14342.  Does  not  the  letter  state,  “ I see  you  are  meeting  with  the  support 
from  the  Government  you  deserve”  ? — That  was  from  what  I read  in  the  papers. 

14343.  Before  you  expressed  that  opinion  in  the  letter,  I understand  you  to 
state,  you  wore  aware  that  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  in  the  administration  of  his 
office  in  that  district,  had  been  a matter  of  discussion  in  Parliament  ? — I saw  it 
in  the  papers. 

14344.  And  you  believed  he  was  receiving  support  from  the  Government, 
which,  as  you  say,  you  thought  he  deserved? — I did  think  so. 

14345.  Your  opinion  of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct,  during  the  time  he  was  in 
Clare,  must  have  arisen  from  inlormation  you  received  after  he  left  it? — After 
he  left  it. 

14346.  And  you  were  in  a distant  part  of  Ireland,  the  time  he  was  employed 
in  Clare  r — I was. 

14347.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  impressions  which  induced  the  opinion 
you  have  expressed  ? — Generally  from  what  I heard  throughout  the  district,  of 
the  way  in  which  he  had  acted. 

14348.  Was  it  from  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  or  the  gentlemen  of 
the  country  ?— Generally  from  his  mode  of  transacting  business  with  the  relief 
committees ; and  I subsequently  found  out  he  had  returned  lists  to  the  different 
■committees  for  further  information,  and  he  had  also  written  to  other  committees 
•to  send  the  lists  which  subsequently  came  to  me. 

14349.  What  was  the  firmness  with  which  he  stood  his  ground? — In  insisting 
that  no  person  should  be  put  on  the  works  who  had  more  than  one  cow,  and 
keeping  off  people  who  were  more  comfortable,  and  putting  on  the  destitute. 

14350.  In  using  that  firmness,  did  he  lay  down  and  pursue  a rule  which  was 
the  same  as  that  subsequently  adopted  by  you  ? — He  laid  down  a rule,  but  he 
did  not  consider  the  land  so  much  a test  of  destitution  as  I did,  for  some  reasons  ; 
that  the  demands  upon  me  were  increased  for  more  labourers,  and  I was  obliged 
then  to  go  further,  and  make  the  further  test  of  land. 

14351.  Although  he  did  not  consider  it  in  the  same  degree,  do  you  know  that 
he  laid  down  a rule  as  a test  of  destitution,  that  the  acres  of  land  and  number  of 
cattle  should  form,  in  some  respect,  the  ground-work  of  his  judgment:*  I do 
know  that. 

14352.  I think  you  have  already  stated  you  thought  it  most  wise  and  most 

just?— I did.  “ ^ . * j e 

14353.  Are  you  aware  that  members  of  the  relief  committee  complained  of 
it  as  one  not  wise,  and  not  desirable,  and  as  working  injustice  ? — I am  aware 
that  some  did. 

14354.'  Have  you  not  heard  that  a complaint  was  made  that  Captain  Wynne 
never  attended  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor,  and  never  gave  them  any 
assistance  ? — It  never  came  to  my  knowledge  so  particularly  as  it  has  been 
brought  to  it  since  I heard  the  evidence  given  ; I thought  he  had  attended  the 
committee.  • 

0.105.  5 D 14355-  You 
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Captain 
H.  W.  Gordon. 


24  June  1847. 


Captain 

Edmund  Wynne. 


14355.  You  attended  the  Liscannor  committee  more  frequently  ?— I attended 
tlie  Liscannor  committee  more  frequently,  because  my  duties  were  subsequently 
circumscribed. 

34356.  Without  at  all  alluding  to  the  cause  of  absence  that  Captain  Wynne 
might  have,  would  it  not  have  been  desirable  that  an  inspecting  officer 
should  have  been  more  frequently  than  he  was  at  the  Liscannor  committee, 
to  give  them  assistance  under  the  very,  arduous  duties  they  had  to  perform  ? 
— It  would  have  been  far  better  for  him  to  attend  ; but  the  district  was  so 
extensive,  that  I imagine  he  would  have  had  a difficulty  to  attend  it  always, 
and  he  made  a rule  to  attend  some  committee  every  day  in  the  week. 

14357.  The  difference  is,  that  you  found  it  more  easy  to  attend  than  he  did  ? 
—In  a great  measure;  and  I found  the  lists  came  in  afterwards  that  he  had 
ordered,  so  that  I had  not.  the  same  difficulty  in  getting  them  that  he  had. 

14358.  It  was  more  difficult  for  Captain  Wynne  to  give  that  assistance  than 
you  found  it  when  you  entered  upon  your  duties? — It  was,  because  he  was  so 
occupied  in  receiving  the  lists  and  revising  them  in  the  first  instance. 

14359.  However  the  absence  might  be  caused,  would  not  the  effect  be  the 
same ; the  committee  would  proceed  in  their  own  way  without  a sufficient  guide  ? 
— I consider  the  instructions  that  were  issued  were  quite  explicit,  were  quite 
clear. 

14360.  Lord  J.  Manners.]  Are  you  aware  that  other  committees  complained 
of  Captain  Wynne  neglecting  them  as  well  as  the  Liscannor  committee?— I am 
not.  I am  aware  of  two  resolutions  that  were  passed  by  members  of  committees, 
for  the  purpose  of  praying  for  an  inquiry  into  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct,  but 
they  were  not  regular  resolutions  of  the  relief  committees. 

14361.  Are  you  aware  of  the  grounds  of  those  resolutions? — Condemning, 
I think,  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct,  and  praying  for  an  inquiry  into  it. 

34362.  Did  they  complain  of  him  for  not  sufficiently  attending  their  meet- 
ings ? — I forget  the  actual  words  of  the  resolutions. 

14363.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Were  they  resolutions  of  committees,  or  only  certain 
individuals  of  the  committees  ? — Certain  individuals  of  committees. 

14364.  Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien.']  It  never  came  to  a distinct  resolution  ?— I am 
not  certain  about  Ennistimon.  It  was  not  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  in 
Kilfenora  it  was  not  a resolution,  and  was  never  entered  in  the  Minute  Book. 

14365.  Chairman.]  Were  those  resolutions  after  the  publication  of  the  Blue 
Book  ? — They  were ; and  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

34366.  Mr.  Bellew.]  Have  we  had  any  of  those  persons  whose  names  are  signed 
to  those  resolutions  as  witnesses  before  us  ? — You  have. 

14367.  Who? — Doctor  Shannon. 

14368.  Chairman .]  When  you  were  about  to  undertake  the  duties  of  West 
Clare,  did  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Works  give  you  any  instructions, 
or  express  any  opinion,  regarding  Mr.  Gamble  ? — They  said  they  were  perfectly 
satisfied  with  his  exertions,  and  requested  that  I would  not  interfere  with  his 
management ; that  they  did  not  wish  me  to  interfere  with  the  works,  since  they 
were  quite  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  he  conducted  them. 

14369.  From  the  opportunity  you  had  of  observing  Mr.  Gamble’s  conduct,  do 
you  think  he  exerted  himself  to  employ  the  people  who  were  destitute? — I ara 
quite  sure  he  exerted  himself  to  employ  the  persons  returned  to  him  by  the 
inspecting  officer,  as  far  as  he  could. 

14370.  You  think  the  arrangements  he  made  for  the  execution  of  his  duties 
were  judicious  ? — I do,  considering  the  immense  district  he  had  to  superintend. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne,  re-called ; and  further  Examined. 

14371.  Chairman.]  WITH  reference  to  your  employment,  and  selection  for 
employment  of  persons  on  the  public  works,  did  you  adhere  strictly  to  a rule 
which  was  laid  down  ? — I did. 

14372.  Was  that  rule  first  laid  down  by  you  ? — It  was. 

14373.  Had  the  rule  a reference  to  certain  tests  of  the  condition  of  the  parties, 
which  should  enable  you,  in  your  judgment,  to  decide  upon  their  condition  ho® 
documentary  evidence,  without  making  personal  inquiries  ?— Yes.  , 

14374.  Before  you  acted  upon  that  rule,  did  you  communicate  it  to  the  Boar 
of  Works? — No;  I consulted  the  gentry  of  the  country;  those  upon  V . c 
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opinion  I could  rely  ; and  I agreed  with  them  upon  the  rule  which  was  most  ex- 
pedient  to  lay  down. 

14375.  And  whom  did  you  consult  ?— Colonel  Vandeleur  and  Mr.  James 
Mahon,  and  a great  number  of  the  gentlemen  upon  whose  opinion  I could  rely 
and  who  had  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  country. 

H3?6*  W ere  they  resident  in  the  district  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee? 
—No. 

14377.  Or  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee  ?— No. 

14378.  Or  in  the  Kilfenora  district  ?— No ; but  Colonel  Vandeleur  knew  every 
part  of  the  county,  and  almost  every  person  in  it. 

H379-  Pid  y°u  consult  any  gentleman  resident  in  any  of  those  districts  I have 
mentioned  ? — No. 

14380.  Did  you,  after  you  adopted  that  rule,  communicate  it  to  the  Board  of 
Works?— Yes  ; I sent  a copy  of  the  circular  to  the  Board  of  Works. 

14381.  Did  they  approve  of  it? — Yes. 

14382.  Is  it  in  evidence? — It  is. 

14383*  Did  the  circular  you  sent  to  the  Board  of  Works  call  their  attention  to 
the  test  you  applied  as  to  land  and  cattle  ?— No  ; as  to  family.  We  had  general 
instructions  from  the  Board  of  Works,  containing  directions  to  the  inspecting 
officers  that  the  possession  of  property  of  any  sort  was  to  exclude  an  applicant 
from  relief  on  the  public  works. 

14384.  Had  the  rule,  which  you  say  obtained  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Vande- 
leur, only  reference  to  the  number  of  family  ?— Yes ; it  was  only  on  that  subject 
that  I consulted  the  gentry. 

14385-  Did  you  adhere  strictly  to  that  rule  ?— Strictly ; I never  made  an 
exception. 

14386.  Did  you  know  it  was  a ground  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittees ? — I never  heard  the  complaint ; at  least  I have  heard  individuals. 

14387.  Did  you  know  they  acted  upon  a different  rule,  namely,  local  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances,  rejecting  either  land  or  cattle  as  a certain  test? — No, 

I did  not ; in  committees  some  members  argued  the  point  with  me,  but  I never 
heard,  amongst  a certain  class  of  gentleman,  the  principle  upheld  or  maintained 
that  a man  possessed  of  cattle  should  be  employed  upon  the  public  works. 

14388.  Of  what  committees  were  the  members  who  argued  the  point  with  you 
that  the  inquiry  should  be  local,  instead  of  taking  any  test  ? — I do  not  think  they 
did  argue  that  with  me. 

14389.  What  did  they  argue  ? — That  in  the  state  of  the  country  cattle  should 
not  be  a test  of  destitution,  or  even  corn. 

14390.  Did  they  tell  you  why  ? — They  said  that  it  was  not  expedient  to 
compel  the  holders,  either  of  cattle  or  corn,  to  dispose  of  that ; the  corn  would 
be  required  for  seed,  and  the  cattle  must  be  disposed  of  at  a great  loss  at  that 
season  of  the  year. 

14391-  Did  they  urge  upon  you  their  opinions  and  views,  that  if  you  rejected 
persons  so  situated,  with  either  cattle  or  corn,  it  would  reduce  them  from  a posi- 
tion of  maintaining  their  families  into  a state  of  poverty  ? — They  sometimes 
went  as  far  as  that ; at  other  times  they  stated  it  would  injure  their  prospects, 
and  perhaps  end  in  destitution. 

14392.  That  would  be  an  evil,  would  it  not? — It  would. 

]4393-  Did  you,  upon  a balance  of  evils,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  safer  and  better  to  adopt  the  inflexible  rule  that  could  be  applied  to  the  num- 
ber of  cattle  and  number  of  family,  and  the  quantity  of  land  ? — Decidedly  ; it 
was  the  only  rule  upon  which  I could  act.  It  was  impossible  that  one  individual 
could  make  an  attempt  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  36,000  applicants. 

M394-  Do  you  not  think  that  much  of  the  confusion  that  has  arisen,  and 
a great  deal  of  the  complaints  on  both  sides,  have  arisen  from  a wish  not  to  do 
that  which  was  wrong,  but  from  each  party  adopting  a rule  which  either  thought 
the  best,  but  which  were  totally  different  from  each  other  ? — I cannot  come  to 
that  opinion. 

M395-  Why? — I think,  from  my  experience  in  the  county  of  Ckre,  that  the 
committees  were  very  well  able,  if  willing,  to  furnish  the  necessary  information, 
aad  I could  not  see  the  slightest  objection  to  their  doing  so : and  I can  say  no 
other  reason,  except  their  wishing  to  keep  the  entire  patronage  in  their  own 
hands,  and  not  to  give  the  inspecting  officer  any  control  whatever ; which  was 
me  case  so  long  as  they  withheld  the  information. 

°-105.  5 d 2 14396.  Supposing 


Captain 

Edmund  Wynne , 


24  June  1847. 
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CaDtain  14396.  Supposing  they  furnished  you  with  information  that  a person  had 

Edmund  Wynne,  five  acres  of  land  and  two  head  of  cattle,  but  from  the  circumstances  with  which 

* — they  were  already  acquainted,  your  refusal  to  place  the  man  upon  the  works 

34  June  1847.  would  drive  him  into  extreme  poverty,  would  you  not,  under  the  inflexible  rule, 
still  have  refused  to  employ  him?— Decidedly ; and  particularly  as  long  as  there 
was  a man  who  had  neither  land  nor  cattle  unemployed. 

14397-  Might  not  that  person  who  had  no  land  or  cattle  be  still  in  a better 
condition  than  the  other  ?— He  might ; but  at  the  same  time  he  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  upon  the  list  to  be  better  off,  if  he  had  neither  land  nor  cattle  he 
must  have  had  money  or  some  other  property,  and  therefore  he  ought  not  to 
have  been  put  upon  the  committee’s  list. 

14398.  Might  he  not  be  in  a better  condition  from  being  in  constant  employ- 
ment as  a labourer,  even  though  he  had  neither  cattle  nor  land? — If  so,  he  ought 
not  to  have  been  upon  the  committee’s  list. 

14399.  Might  he  not,  although  he  had  some  employment,  have  still  been  in 
a state  of  such  destitution  as  to  have  required  to  have  been  put  upon  the  com- 
mittee’s list ; for  instance,  if  he  had  a large  family  ?— That  was  the  very  thing ; 
we  did  everything  to  guard  against  that,  disturbing  the  private  employment  cl' 
the  labourer ; I would  add,  there  might  be  a great  many  cases  in  which  it  might 
be  expedient  to  depart  from  the  general  rule ; but  if  once  I had  departed  from 
that  general  rule,  I should  have  been  swamped,  such  would  have  been  the 
torreut  of  applicants  let  in  upon  roe. 

14400.  Mr.  Bellew .]•  To  what  extent  do  you  think  the  numbers  employed 
would  have  been  increased,  if  you  had  not  acted  upon  that  rule  r— To  a very 
great  extent,  I suppose  10,000  more  in  my  district. 

14401.  Chairman.']  We  are  told  you  never  attended  the  Liscannor  committee 
during  the  whole  time  you  were  there  ; is  that  the  fact? — It  is  not  the  tact; 

I did  attend  once. 

T4402.  When  did  you  attend  ? — Oa  the  17th  December. 

14403.  Was  not  that  an  inquiry  ? — It  was. 

14404.  That  was  not  the  regular  meeting  of  the  relief  committee? — It  was. 

14405.  On  a regular  day? — I do  not  know  what  the  regular  day  was.  It  was 
impossible  for  me  to  attend  on  the  regular  days.  I constantly  sent  when  I re- 
quired to  attend  a relief  committee,  to  request  them  to  meet  on  that  day  instead 
of  a regular  day. 

14406.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  Liscannor  committee  met  two  days,  an. 
that  the  meeting  to  which  you  now  refer  was  not  a regular  one,  but  was  an 
adjournment  for  a particular  purpose,  and  a particular  inquiry  ? — When  I was 
in  the  district  of  West  Clare,  I never  heard  that  any  committee  met  more  than 
once  a week ; I cannot  say  whether  it  was  a regular  meeting  or  not,  but  i 
know  it  was-  by  appointment ; I went  there  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
particular  charges. 

14407.  That  was  not  a usual  relief  committee? — Not  a usual  committee ; but  ve 
did  transact  relief  committee  business,  and  I endeavoured,  when  I went  to  a re  lie 
committee,  to  do  as  much  as  I could  in  that  locality  ; for  when  you  consider  that 
there  were  20  relief  committees,  it  was  most  desirable  when  I attended  one  for  one 
purpose,  that  as  much  business  as  it  was  possible  to  transact  should  be  transacts  . 

14408.  How  long  had  you  been  in  the  district  before  you  attended  at  tha 
investigation  on  the  17th  ? — I liad  been  there  about  six  weeks. 

14409.  And  why,  during  those  six  weeks,  did  you  never  attend  the  Liscannor 
relief  committee,  to  give  them  any  instructions  or  assistance  in  the  execution  0 
their  duty  ? — In  the  first  place,  I had  a letter  on  the  25th  November,  from  r- 
O’Brien,  which  is  in  evidence,  giving  me  to  understand  that  everything  was  m 
such  a perfect  state,  and  that  the  persons  selected  were  so  properly  selected,  tha 
my  attendance  was  rendered  unnecessary. 

14410.  Is  that  in  evidence  r — It  is.  ,.  . 

14411.  Will  you  read  that  part  of  the  resolution  in  the  letter  which  you  thin 
indicates  to  you  that  Mr.  O’Brien  told  you  you  need  not  attend,  ^eca^s® 
business  of  the  committee  was  so  well  done  already  ? — “ Resolved,  that 
chairman  do  inform  Captain  Wynne,  that  the  lists  of  the  persons  employee  ^ 
the  several  works  now  in  progress  in  their  parish  have  been  prepared  aiter 
closest  examination,  and  that  none  have  been  put  on  save  members  ot  lami 
in  absolute  destitution.”  om_ 

14412.  Do  you  understand  that  to  indicate  you  need  not  go  near  tjie^ 
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mittee? — I understand  that  if  such  were  the  case  there  was  no  occasion  for  my 
attendance,  and  I had,  I suppose,  100  calls  almost  daily  in  different  directions. 

14413-  Did  you  attend  every  other  committee  within  your  district,  except  the 
Liscannor  committee  ? — Some  I only  attended  once.  I have  attended  in  three 
months  49  relief  committees,  and  nine  presentment  sessions,  and  I rarely  at- 
tended, or  could  attend  two  in  the  same  day. 

14414.  Did  you  attend  every  other  committee  except  the  Liscannor  com- 
mittee ? — No,  there  were  two  others  I never  attended. 

14415.  Which  were  they? — Killilagh  and  Kilfenora  ; and  the  reason  I can 
assign  for  not  attending  in  that  district  is  this,  that  it  would  have  been  necessary 
for  me  to  take  three  days ; I could  scarcely  go  to  Killilagh  in  a day ; it  is  28  or 
29  miles  over  very  bad  roads  indeed,  and  I could  scarcely  have  reached  that  in 
a day,  and  then  I should  have  attended  the  next  day,  and  it  would  have  taken 
me  the  third  day  to  return  home.  In  the  meantime  my  correspondence  and  every 
other  business  would  have  been  necessarily  neglected. 

14416.  It  appears  already  in  evidence  that  the  Liscannor  relief  committee 
had  different  forms  of  lists  sent  to  them  at  different  times  from  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  and  that  created  confusion  ; how  did  that  happen  ? — Up  to  2Sth 
November,  I sent  the  forms  fixed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Works ; I then  found 
that  the  observation  column,  which  was  intended  to  contain  stock  and  other  pro- 
perty, or  other  particulars,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  applicants,  was 
left  blank.  I came  to  the  conclusion,  that  to  remedy  that,  I would  adopt  a stock 
column,  giving-  no  excuse  for  withholding  that  information,  which  I considered 
most  essential. 

14417.  Do  you  not  think,  that  the  very  fact  of  persons  not  much  accustomed 
to  business,  receiving  from  the  officers  of  the  Government,  forms  to  be  filled  up 
varying  in  the  number  of  columns,  and  in  the  sort  of  information  io  be  returned, 
would  create  some  difficulty  in  their  mode  of  conducting  their  business? — I have, 
with  the  greatest  surprise,  heard  it  stated  that  it  did  create  any  confusion,  for 
I cannot  see  how  the  additional  column  for  stock  could  produce  the  slightest 
confusion.  It  was  a clear  indication  that  it  was  necessary  to  give  that  informa- 
tion. 


Veneris,  25°  die  Junii,  1847. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Aglionby. 

Mr.  Bellew. 

Mr.  Borthwick. 

Mr.  Sliarman  Crawford. 
Lord  John  Manners. 


Mr.  Stafford  O’Brien. 
Mr.  Repton. 

Mr.  Thornely. 

Mr.  Williams. 


H.  A.  AGLIONBY,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 


Captain  Edmund  Wynne , called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

14418.  Chairman .]  WITH  reference  to  the  answer  to  the  Question  11018, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  a letter  had  been  sent  to  you  by  the  witness,  can 
you  give  anything  in  explanation  of  your  not  having  received  it,  or  state  any 
facts  regarding  it  ? — I merely  state  I never  received  it. 

14419.  Have  you  inquired  of  your  secretary  whether  he  ever  went  to  the 
office  1 — Yes ; I never  received  it. 

14420.  Have  you  anything  else  to  say? — I have  also  to  say,  that  being  at 
the  relief  committee  referred  to  in  that  answer,  I have  no  recollection  whatever 
of  the  circumstance  being  mentioned- 

14421.'  Lord  J.  Manners .]  In  answer  to  a question  from  the  Chairman, 
10977,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  reads  a letter  which  he  received  from  you,  dated 
Ennis,  December  28th,  and  in  that  letter  I find  this  passage : “ I was  about  to 
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transmit  the  lists  referred  to,  to  the  Board,  without  note  or  comment,  conceiving 
them,  as  I did,  to  be  a curiosity.  I made  no  complaints,  either  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  of  you  as  its  chairman  ; I allowed  the  documents  to  speak  for  them 
selves.”  Now  in  page  432  of  the  Blue  Book,  I find  a letter  from  you,  not  said 
to  be  addressed  to  anybody  in  particular,  which  contains  the  following5  passage  ■ 
“ Now  I am  certain  that  the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false 
though  signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  but  I have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  this  fact  on  so  large  a scale ; ” and,  “ I have  sent  for  a gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  the  parish  of  Clondegad,  who  assures  me  of  the  incor- 
rectness of  the  lists,  and  that,  in  most  cases,  the  families  are  multiplied  by 
two.  Now  is  not  this  scandalous  ? ” Did  you  apply  the  passage  which  I have 
read  from  your  letter  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  to  this  letter  from  you  which  annears 
in  the  Blue  Book  ?— Yes.  F1 

14422.  And  you  are  of  opiniqn  that  the  letter  which  appears  in  the  Blue 
Book  contained  no  note  or  comment  on  the  lists  which  you  enclosed,  and  con- 
taining no  complaint  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  chairman  of  that  committee  ? 
— I am  not  of  opinion  that  it  does  not  contain  a note  or  comment : if  you  refer 
to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  you  find  I said  I was  about  to  transmit  the  lists 
without  note  or  comment ; I afterwards  said  that  I made  no  complaint. 

14423.  “I  allowed  the  documents  to  speak  for  themselves  j”  do  you  think 
that  the  letter  in  the  Blue  Book  is  consistent  with  that  statement  you  make 
to  Mr.  Fitzgerald  ? — I am  of  opinion,  upon  considering  the  subject,  that  it 
does  not  contain  any  specific  complaint ; but  I would  explain  to  the  Committee 
that  had  I had  a copy  of  that  letter  by  me  (which  I had  not,  being  a private 
one),  I would  not,  seeing  that  it  might  admit  of  a doubt  whether  it  did  con- 
tain a complaint  or  not,  have  made  use  of  the  word, tC complaint;”  although  I may 
not  even  now,  upon  looking  over  the  letter,  conceive  that  it  contains  a specific 
complaint,  still  there  may  be  a difference  of  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

14424.  When  you  said  you  referred  the  lists  to  the  Board,  you  intended  that 
this  letter  of  yours  which  appears  in  the  Blue  Book  should  be  taken  as  that 
letter  in  which  you  referred  to  the  lists,  not  the  exact  words  of  the  letter?— 
I intended  the  Board  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstances ; in 
fact,  that  the  lists  should  be  handed  to  the  Commissioners,  but  I did  not  intend 
the  exact  words  in  the  letter  for  the  Commissioners. 

144-5-  You  regarded  this  letter  as  a private  letter  to  your  brother-in-law ; 
the  general  purport  of  which  he  might  communicate  to  the  Board  of  Works  ? — 
And  not  only  might,  but  there  was  a kind  of  direction  that  he  should ; it  im- 
plied a wish  that  he  should. 

14426.  Did  you  intend  that  your  brother-in-law  should  submit  the  letter 
itself  to  the  Board  of  Works,  or  that  he  should  merely  communicate  its  general 
contents  to  the  Board  of  Works? — That  he  should  communicate  its  general 
contents : if  I had  written  to  the  Board  of  Works,  I would  have  written  a differ- 
ent letter. 

14427.  A different  letter  ? — In  point  of  wording  it. 

1442b.  You  had  no  idea  that  this  letter  would  be  regarded  as  a public  official 
document? — Not  the  slightest. 

14429.  Were  you  surprised,  on  looking  at  the  Blue  Book,  to  find  it  was  in 
print,  without  any  note  to  show  that  it  was  a letter  directed  to  your  brother-in- 
law  ? I was  really  under  the  impression  there  was  a note,  not  in  the  Blue 
Book,  but  in  the  index,  till  I referred  to  it  here  in  this  Committee. 

1443°*  I find  there  are  other  letters  from  you  to  your  brother-in-law  having 
a note  appended  to  them  in  the  Blue  Book,  “ private  letter”  ?— Yes. 

J443 1 • Do  you  know  of  any  reason  which  should  induce  the  compiler  of  the 
Blue  Book  not  to  append  that  note  to  the  present  letter  ?— No,  I do  not  know 
of  any  reason ; I am  not  aware  that  he  had  any  reason ; he  might  have  been 
mistaken. 

J4432-  Mr.  Bellew.~]  Would  you  in  any  case,  where  the  letter  was  addressed 
to  your  brother-in-law  or  the  Board  of  Works,  have  written  in  exactly  the  same 
language  if  you  knew  it  would  be  published ; I take  it  the  publication  makes 
the  difference  in  your  view,  and  not  to  whom  you  addressed  it?— The  publica- 
tion would  make  a difference  in  the  terms  of  a letter  as  well  as  the  person  to 
whom  I addressed  it;  I addressed  letters  to  my  brother-in-law  in  different 
terms  to  what  I addressed  them  to  the  directors,  but  I had  not  the  slightest 
idea  any  of  them  would  be  published. 

14433-  But 
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14433-  But  ^ would  be  the  difference  of  expecting,  in  either  case,  that  what 
you  wrote  would  be  published  or  not  ? — That  might  have  been  another  reason 
that  might  have  influenced  me.  What  I mean  to  say  is  this ; if  I write  either 
to  my  brother-in-law  or  to  the  Board  of  Works  a letter  that  I expect  to  be 
published  and  come  before  the  world,  I will  be  more  careful  in  the  terms  in 
which  I state  certain  facts ; but  as  far  as  regards  these  facts,  it  will  not  make 
the  least  difference  to  me  whether  I believe  that  the  letter  is  to  be  published  or 
whether  it  is  not. 

14434.  Mr.  lifipton.]  You  mean,  you  wrote,  all  at  the  spur  of  the  moment,  con- 
fidential letters  to  your  brother-in-law  according  as  the  events  passed  ? — Yes. 

14435-  Mr.  IV . Williams .]  Is  not  Captain  Lai’com  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Board  of  Works  ? — He  is. 

14436.  Whose  name  you  mention  at  the  top  of  this  letter  ? — Yes. 

14437.  Did  you  not  intend  this  letter  should  be  shown  to  him? — Not  the 
letter,  but  that  the  contents  should  be  communicated  to  him. 

14438.  But  the  letter  itself  ?— Not  the  letter  itself. 

14439.  You  wished  this  fact  particularly  to  be  mentioned  to  him  : “ Now 
I am  certain  that  the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false,  though 
signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  but  I have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  this  fact  on  so  large  a scale that  this  clergyman  had  signed  lists 
which  were  false,  but  that  you  were  not  able  to  prove? — I meant  that  and 
every  other  statement  in  that  letter  to  be  communicated  to  Captain  Larcom 
and  Colonel  Jones,  and  the  other  Commissioners,  believing  them  to  be  perfectly 
correct,  as  I believe  them  at  this  moment,  after  all  the  evidence  I have  heard. 

14440.  There  is  another  passage  in  which  you  say,  “ I have  sent  for  a 
gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  parish  of  Clondegad,  who  assures  me  of 
the  incorrectness  of  the  lists,  and  that  in  most  cases  the  families  are  multi- 
plied by  two.  Now  is  not  this  scandalous?  ” Do  you  think  that  that  conveys 
a proper  description  of  the  lists  of  that  parish  of  Clondegad  ? — I think  it  is 
precisely  what  was  stated  to  me,  and  I have  had  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion 
since  with  regard  to  the  correctness  or  incorrectness ; perhaps  they  may  not 
have  been  exactly  multiplied  by  two,  but  with  regard  to  the  incorrectness 
or  correctness,  I have  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  not 
stated  that  they  were  correct. 

14441.  You  mean  to  say  they  were  multiplied  by  two  ? — I made  an  assertion, 
and  I gave  my  authority  for  that  assertion,  and  I conceived  I could  not  have 
had  a better  authority  for  that  than  the  secretary  who  made  out  the  book  upon 
which  that  census  was  made.  I considered  that  the  best  authority  I could  have. 

14442.  Did  you  summon  that  person  who  made  out  the  list  ? — I did  not ; 
Mr.  Gamble  did. 

14443.  Was  he  examined  before  this  Committee  upon  that  important  fact? 
— No,  he  was  not. 

14444.  For  what  reason  ? — Because  the  Committee  considered  that  we  had 
examined  a sufficient  number  of  witnesses  ; and  to  save  time  and  trouble  to  the 
Committee,  we  agreed  to  send  him  and  a number  of  our  witnesses  home. 

14445.  Were  there  any  witnesses  examined  on  your  part  subsequent  to  the 
time  this  man  went  home  ? — There  were,  but  none  except  Dennis  O’Brien  and 
Daniel  Neylan  ; they  were  detained  in  town  by  Mr.  Gamble,  partly  to  furnish  in- 
formation to  him,  but  I believe  without  the  slightest  intention . of  having  them 
examined,  nor  would  they  ever  have  been  examined  except  that  Mr.O’Brien 
stated  that  we  had  sent  them  home. 

14446.  Do  you  not  think  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  for  you 
to  get  the  truth  of  ? — Ido  not  think  it  was  of  any  importance,  because  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald did  not  assert  the  correctness  of  those  lists,  as  appears  in  evidence ; be 
said  he  could  not  answer  for  their  correctness,  and  I heard  him  upon  a subse- 
quent occasion,  at  the  committee  at  Clondegad,  as  appears  in  the  report  of  the 
Clare  Journal,  acknowledge  their  incorrectness,  and  at  the  same  time  state  that 
it  was  impossible  to  obtain  correct  information  in  a matter  where  the  interest 
of  the  party  was  so  entirely  concerned. 

14447.  In  one  letter  complained  of  you  make  a charge  that  a clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  holding  the  high  position  of  a prebendary,  signed 
a list  that  was  false ; do  you  not  think  that  was  an  important  fact  to  prove  ? — If 
that  clergyman  had  maintained  the  correctness  of  the  list  I should  have  con- 
sidered it  necessary  ; but  as  he  did  not  I would  have  considered  it  superfluous. 
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14448.  Do  you  not  think  there  is  a difference  between  the  establishing  of  a 
list  being  strictly  correct,  and  to  make  a broad  charge  that  there  were  two  to 
one  put  upon  that  list  of  persons  who  ought  not  to  be  there ; and  which  you 
denounce  as  scandalous  conduct,  and  that  scandalous  conduct  is  applied  to 
this  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  who  signed  the  list  '—If  that  clergy- 
man had  stated  those  lists  to  be  correct,  I then  would  have  been  bound  to 
bring  forward  Mr.  Whitstone,  and  I conceive  I would  be  perfectly  justified  by 
Mr.  Whitstone.  stating  he  had  given  me  this  information ; that  was  all  as  a pub- 
lic officer  it  was  my  duty  to  do,  to  transmit  that  letter  upon  what  I conceived 
the  best  information  I could  have,  and  I was  not  answerable  whether  Mr. 
Whitstone  told  me  the  truth  or  not ; that  is  the  view  I take  of  the.  matter : if  I 
had  made  this  assertion  upon  my  own  knowledge  and  responsibility,  it  would 
alter  the  case  altogether,  but  having  made  it  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Whit- 
stone,  whom  I conceived  to  be  a man  well  informed,  I consider  I was  com- 
pletely exonerated  from  all  responsibility. 

14449.  Was  it  not  Mr.  Whitstone  who  made,  out  this  very  list  which  you 
denounce  as  incorrect  r — it  was,  and  I therefore  conceived  he  was  the  best 
authority. 

14450.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  never  gone  further  than  this,  that  he  would  not 
pledge  himself  that  the  lists  were  strictly  correct  throughout ; but  here  you 
charge  him  with  having  multiplied  that  list  by  two,  and  you  apply  to  him  the 
words  “ scandalous  conduct”  for  having  done  so? — Yes. 

14451.  Do  you  consider  that  a mere  error  in  the  list  justifies  you  in  stating 
that  the  lists  are  multiplied  by  two,  and  then  applying  to  him  the  terms  “ scan- 
dalous conduct”  ? — 1 really  am  of  opinion  that  the  statement  1 received  from  a 
person  I conceived  the  best  authority,  fully  justified  me  in  making  that  state- 
ment ; because  I say  it  is  scandalous  to  state  twice  the  number  of  family  that 
really  should  have  been  stated,  with  a view  to  have  increased  employment. 

14452.  You  still  adhere  to  the  correctness  of  your  statement  of  this  letter, 
that  the  list  was  multiplied  by  two,  and  that  the  application  of  “ scandalous 
conduct”  to  the  clergymen  is  correct,  although  this  clergyman  has  denied  en- 
tirely that  the  list  was  incorrect  to  anything  like  that  extent  ? — I do  not  at  all 
assert  that  they  were  multiplied  by  two  ; I merely  state  the  authority  upon  which 
I made  the  assertion : and  I further  state  that  I conceive  I was  perfectly  justi- 
fied in  acting  upon  that  authority.  I could  have  received  no  better  information 
than  from  the  secretary  who  made  out  the  registry  from  which  that  list  was  taken. 

14453.  Lord  J.  Manners .]  When  you  assured  Mr.  Fitzgerald  that  you  had 
made  no  complaint  to  the  Board  of  him  or  his  committee,  did  you  imagine  that 
the  lists  which  you  had  enclosed  to  your  brother-in-law  would  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Works  without  note  or  comment,  or  that  the  contents  of  the  letter  in 
which  you  enclosed  those  lists  would  also  be  communicated  to  the  Board  of 
"Works? — I conceived  that  the  lists  would  have  been  handed  to  the  Commission- 
ers, and  also  the  circumstance  stated  that  they  were  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  a Protestant  clergyman ; so  far  I imagined  they  would  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  contents. 

14454.  Did  you  also  believe  that  they  would  be  informed  that  those  lists 
signed  by  the  chairman,  a Protestant  clergyman,  were  false? — I did,  at  least 
so  far  that  they  might  draw  their  inferences  whether  they  were  or  not,  I hav- 
ing given  my  authority  for  saying  they  were  false. 

14455.  Upon  reconsideration,  do  you  think  that  giving  the  Board  of  Works, 
through  your  brother-in-law,  to  understand  that  the  lists  signed  by  the  chair- 
man, a protestant  clergyman,  were  false,  you  were  justified  in  assuring  that 
chairman  that  you  had  made  no  complaints,  and  that  you  allowed  the  docu- 
ments to  speak  for  themselves  ? — I have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  had  I had  the  letter  before  me,  I should  not  have  stated  that  I had  made 
no  complaint,  although  at  this  moment  I cannot  say  that  there  is  any  specific 
complaint  in  that  letter ; and  1 certainly  should  not  have  complained  of  the 
relief  committee  to  a body  that  had  no  control  over  that  relief  committee.  If  1 
made  a complaint,  I should  have  done  so  to  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  the  Lieutenant 
of  the  county,  and  not  to  the  Board  of  Works,  who  had  no  control  over  the 
relief  committee. 

14456-  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  your  letter  of  the  22  d December  comes 
within  your  description  of  the  28th,  that  you  were  about  to  transmit  a fis 
without  note  or  comment  ? — I said  I was  about  to  do  it. 

14457-  Whea 
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14457.  When  did  you  transmit  the  letter  of  the  22d  ?— On  the  22d. 

14458.  Recollect,  the  letter  in  which  you  say  you  were  about  to  transmit  it 
was  the  28th? — Yes. 

14459-  You  do  not  mention  that  you  actually  had  transmitted  them  with 
note  and  comment,  to  your  brother-in-law  ?— I think  I stated  I was  about  to 
do  it. 

14460.  You  had  transmitted  it  ?— I think  I said  in  the  last  sentence  of  my 
letter  that  I had  done  so. 

14461.  It  has  been  stated  that  you  sent  a letter  to  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee,  in  answer  to  a letter  from  the  secretary  to  you,  which  accompanied 
lists  of  the  31st  December,  and  that  has  been  put  in  evidence.  Have  you 
any  explanation  to  give  of  the  terms  in  which  you  wrote  that  letter? — 
I have;  that  letter  was  addressed  to  all  the  relief  committees  in  the  dis- 
trict. In  consequence  of  my  correspondence  increasing  to  a great  extent, 
it  was  necessary  that  I should  have  the  assistance  of  a secretary;  and  upon 
his  arrival  upon  the  31st  December,  I wrote  a circular,  stating  to  the  different 
committees  that  their  communications  from  their  respective  secretaries  should 
be  made  to  Mr.  Pratt,  appointed  my  secretary. 

14462.  Had  the  letter  anything  upon  the  face  of  it  to  show  that  it  was  a 
circular,  and  not  a letter  addressed  to  the  particular  committee  to  which  it  was 
sent? — I am  not  aware  that  it  had. 

14463.  It  so  happened  that  it  was  sent  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  the 
letter  of  the  31st  December,  to  you,  from  the  Liscannor  committee  ? — Yes. 

14464.  I believe  you  are  aware  they  took  it  as  if  it  were  addressed  to  them- 
selves, and  felt  hurt  at  it,  not  knowing  it  was  a circular  ? — Yes. 

14465.  Although  not  marked  “ circular,”  it  was  a circular  sent  to  each 
relief  committee,  and  not  meant  to  be  personally  or  collectively  offensive  to  the 
Liscannor  committee? — Certainly  not ; it  merely  stated  that  all  future  com- 
munications from  the  secretaries  of  the  relief  committees  should  be  made  to  my 
secretary. 

14466.  Did  you,  in  point  of  fact,  send  in  a particular  reply  to  the  letter  of 
the  31st  December,  over  and  above  that  which  happened  to  be  sent  on  the 
same  day,  and  which  you  say  was  a circular  ? — I did. 

14467.  What  was  the  reply  you  sent  ? — This  is  the  letter:  “ I am  directed  by 
Captain  Wynne  to  return  the  lists  for  the  signature  of  the  chairman,  as  in  their 
present  form  they  are  not  sufficient  authority  for  the  issue  of  employment 
lists,  upon  which  alone  the  men  will  be  employed  in  future  on  the  public 
works.  I am  further  directed  to  state  that  all  persons  not  on  these  lists  will  be 
forthwith  disemployed.” 

14468.  That  is  the  one  sent  to  Mr.  Weldon?— He  was  the  secretary. 

14469.  Did  you  send  that  letter  to  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  or  to 
Mr.  Weldon  ? — To  the  secretary  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee. 

14470.  Do  you  not  know  it  never  reached  him,  but  Mr.  Weldon  ? — I do  not 
know ; the  contents  certainly  did. 

14471.  Did  you  address  it  to  Mr.  Higgins? — I am  not  aware;  it  is  addressed 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee. 

14472.  Have  you  reason  to  doubt  that  which  is  already  in  evidence,  that  it 
never  did  reach  Mr.  Higgins,  who  at  that  time  was  the  secretary  ; but  that  if 
it  reached  any  one,  it  reached  Mr.  Weldon,  who  forwarded  the  lists  to  the 
secretary? — I cannot  say  who  it  reached;  but  I have  reason  to  believe  it 
reached  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  in  consequence  of  its  being  acted  upon 
immediately. 

14473.  If  your  letter  reached  Mr.  Weldon,  and  he  sent  the  lists  with  a 
private  letter  of  his  own,  and  they  acted  upon  it,  how  does  that  show  that  they 
received  your  letter  ? — The  inference  I drew  was  from  the  circumstance  of  its 
being  acted  upon  immediately  and  without  loss  of  time ; Mr.  Pratt  wrote  it  on 
the  1st  January,  and  the  lists  were  returned  to  me  I think  on  the  2d  January. 

14474.  Mr.  Bellew.]  How  was  it  sent? — Through  the  post-office;  and  on 
the  4th  of  March  I looked  over  my  letter  book  to  see  that  those  letters  were 
regularly  posted  and  paid  for  in  the  Ennis  post-office,  and  found  they  had 

°-i05,  5 D * 14475-  Chairman .] 
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14475.  Chairman .]  That  does  not  prove  it  ever  reached  Mr.  Higgins,  who 
has  stated  positively  that  it  did  not  ? — I have  a witness  in  this  room  who  can 
prove  that  all  my  letters  reached  the  Ennistimon  committee. 

14476.  Does  Mr.  Weldon  live  at  Ennistimon  ? — I believe  so. 

14477.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  not  delivered  to  Mr. 

Weldon  ? The  reason  why  I conceive  that  it  reached  Liscannor  is  this,  that  I 

got  an  immediate  reply  as  quickly  as  it  was  possible  to  be  transmitted  by  the  post. 

14478.  I)o  you  mean  to  state  it  was  not  possible  that  that  reply  should  have 
been  sent  to  you  in  that  time,  consistently  with  the  fact  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Higgins,  that  the  lists  were  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Weldon  in  a letter  from  him? 
— It  is  just  possible. 

14479.  Had  you  not,  on  the  1st  January,  directed  a letter  yourself  for  the 
Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  directed  it  to  Mr.  Higgins  by  name?— No,  I 
had  not. 

144S0.  Do  you  know  that  a letter  directed  to  Mr.  Higgins  by  name  had 
been  sent  by  your  secretary  ?— I am  not  certain ; I cannot  say,  because  my 
secretary  had  a list  of  the  names  of  the  chairmen  and  secretaries  of  the  differ- 
ent relief  committees,  and  he  directed  the  letters  according  to  the  names  given 
in  that  printed  list. 

14481.  Chairman.]  Do  you  wish  to  explain  any  remarks  you  made  to  Mr. 
Fallon  with  regard  to  the  landlords  of  the  county  of  Clare  r — 1 do. 

14482.  What  was  the  remark  you  made  to  him  r — The  remark  I made  was 
this,  that  I was  not  sent  down  by  the  Government  to  enable  the  landlords  to 
pay  their  rent,  but  to  relieve  the  poor  people,  who  were  in  danger  of  starving; 
and  I stated  the  circumstances  which  led  to  my  coming  to  that  conclusion,  and 
1 will  state  them  again. 

14483.  Had  Mr.  Fallon  said  anything  before  you  made  that  remark  about 
paying  any  of  the  landlords’  rents  out  of  the  funds  ? — No. 

14484.  Why  did  you  make  that  remark  if  he  said  nothing  to  lead  to  it?— -In 
consequence  of  a circumstance  that  came  to  my  knowledge  that  morning, 
which  I reported  to  the  Government. 

14485.  Did  you  communicate  that  to  Mr.  Fallon? — Yes. 

144S6.  What  was  it?— It  was,  that  on  that  morning  Mr.  Gamble  and  I dis- 
covered that  a landlord  (I  could  give  his  name  if  the  Committee  require  it) 
wrote  to  liis  tenants  on  the  20th  October  to  have  their  rent  ready  on  the  1st  01 
November;  at  the  same  time  stating  that  they  must  get  their  rent  paid  by 
means  of  the  loan  fund  at  Ennistimon,  and  he  would  put  them  on  the  public 
works  for  the  purpose  of  repaying  that. 

1 4487.  Was  he  a member  of  the  relief  committee  ? — I believe  he  was ; but 
not  of  that  relief  committee. 

144.88.  Did  you  communicate  that  conversation  to  Mr.  Fallon?  Yes. 
14489.  At  that  time? — Yes. 

14490.  Did  you  ask  him  that  question  which  you  had  told  him  of.'  Yes. 
14491.  Mr.  Repton.]  Have  you  reason  to  believe  the  source  authentic  .— 
Perfectly. 

14492.  Chairman.']  Will  you  look  to  Question  10797 ; Mr.  Fallon  there  says 
he  has  no  recollection  of  a conversation,  put  to  him  in  the  question,  avl  => 
taken  place  with  you ; do  you  think  you  did  state  the  facts  to  him  1 I am  qui 
positive  on  the  subject.  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  and  I spoke  strong 
because  I considered  it  a case  of  very  great  hardship. 

14493.  Was  it  the  knowledge  of  those  facts  which  induced  you  to  make  t e 
remark  ? — Yes  ; about  an  hour  after  I made  the  discovery.  ^ 

1 4494.  Had  those  facts  to  which  you  allude  any  connexion  with  ° 
the  Members  for  Clare,  or  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — No,  I do  no 
they  had. 

14495.  It  occurred  in  another  district? — No,  in  that  district. 

14496.  Not  within  the  district  of  the  relief  committee  ? — I think  it  °cc^*7\ 
within  the  district  of  the  relief  committee  of  Killilagh.  It  was  in  that  P ’ 
as  well  as  I recollect ; we  were  told  it  was  in  that  locality.  I got  all  V 

ticulars, 
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ticulars,  and  transmitted  them  to  the  Government,  as  I considered  it  a most 
striking  case. 

14497.  But  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Members  for  Clare  ? — No. 

14498.  Mr.  W.  Williams.']  Was  not  the  place  where  it  occurred  equally- 
striking  also  ? — No  ; 1 do  not  think  the  place  was  of  any  importance,  but 
the  circumstance  was. 

14499.  You  think  it  was  not  at  all  important  whether  it  took  place  in  Lis- 
cannor  or  Killilagh,  or  anywhere  else?— I think  it  was  not;  but  it  occurred  in 
Killilagh. 

14500.  Chairman.]  Was  it  not  the  act  of  an  individual  totally  unconnected 
with  anything  done  in  the  relief  committee? — It  was.  The  gentleman  lived  at 
some  distance  ; I know  where  he  lived. 

14501.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  his  views  or  his  wishes  were 
ever  communicated  to,  or  adopted,  or  known  in  any  way  by  either  the  Killilagh 
or  Liscannor  relief  committee  ? — I really  cannot  say. 

14502.  We  have  been  informed  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Liscannor  relief 
committee,  you  made  an  injudicious  and  a bad  selection  of  persons  to  be  em- 
ployed out  of  the  lists  sent  to  you  of  the  5th  January  ?—  Yes. 

1 4503.  And  which  selection  was  made  without  communication  with  them, 
and  without  asking  their  information  ? — Yes. 

14504.  Did  you,  in  the  exercise  of  your  judgment  upon  that  list,  adopt  the 
rule  as  to  cattle,  and  as  to  the  number  of  family,  which  you  had  previously  laid 
down  as  an  inflexible  rule  to  go  through  the  whole  of  your  district? — I did, 
precisely. 

14505.  And  that  rule  you  have  already  stated  you  think  a wise  one  ? — A 
wise  one. 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  called  in ; and  further  Examined. 

1450b.  ARE  you  aware  that  young  persons,  boys,  were  rated  as  men  in  any 
instance  ? — I found  out  several  instances  in  which  they  were  so  rated,  and  I 
immediately  dismissed  the  stewards  or  check-clerks  that  had  rated  them ; but 
1 never  authorized  the  payment  of  any  boys  as  men.  I found  out  some  cases 
in  which  it  was  done,  and  I had  the  parties  punished. 

14507.  What  age  did  you  consider  to  make  a person  fall  within  your  limit  of 
being  a boy  ? — There  was  no  particular  age  determined ; it  was  any  person  that 
was  able  to  do  a man’s  work. 

14508.  It  did  not  depend  upon  the  age,  but  upon  activity  and  ability  to  work? 
— Ability  to  work. 

14509.  Might  not  a strong  active  lad  of  14  or  15  do  much  more  work  than  a 
debilitated  person  of  more  mature  age  ? — He  might;  but  a boy  of  14  or  15 
I would  uot  consider  entitled  to  man’s  wages. 

14510.  Not  if  he  were  able  to  work  as  much  as  a man? — If  he  were,  I 
would. 

1451 1.  Your  rule  had  reference  to  the  ability  to  work,  rather  than  age  ? — 
^ es,  but  I never  authorized  the  employment  of  children  at  men’s  wages. 

14512.  If  he  did  man’s  work  you  would  not  dismiss  a steward  for  rating  him 
as  such  ? — No. 

14513-  How  many  people  had  you  employed  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  on 
the  public  works,  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  the  4th  Decem- 
ber?— In  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  there  were  about  4,500  persons  employed. 

14514.  With  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Labouchereof  5th  October  1840, 
which  is  put  in  in  answer  to  Question  14090,  will  you  state  to  the  Committee 
whether  you  recommended  the  relief  committees  to  proceed  upon  the  principle 
of  that  letter,  in  the  employment  of  labourers  in  permanent  productive  works, 
rather  than  upon  roads  ? — 1 did.  The  several  officers  of  the  Board  spoke  of  the 
great  advantages  to  the  country  if  the  people  were  employed  upon  reproductive 
works,  instead  of  road  works. 

H5C5-  Before  what  committee  did  you  urge  that  ? — Before  the  presentment 
sessions  at  Corofin,  and  the  following  one  at  Ennistimon  ; and  I have  also  spoken 
of  it  in  relief  committees. 

0-105.  5E  1451(3.  Ever 
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14516.  Ever  in  Liscannor  and  Killilagh? — No. 

14517.  Was  not  that  recommendation  made  on  the  express  condition  that 
the  landlords  would  undertake,  under  the  4th  sect,  of  the  letter,  the  liability 
of  repaying  that  amount  ?— It  was  an  express  condition  of  the  letter,  that  the 
landed  proprietors  should  sign  an  undertaking  to  be  answerable  for  the  expense. 

14518.  And  it  was  on  that  undertaking  you  urged  the  course  to  be  adopted  ? 
— I urged  it  on  that  undertaking,  under  the  letter;  but  the  chief  point  insisted 
upon  was  that  works  of  permanent  utility  should  be  presented  for  instead  of 
works  of  tillage. 

14519.  That  was  coupled  with  the  undertaking  ?— It  was  necessary,  under 
the  letter,  that  the  undertaking  should  be  given. 
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STATEMENT  of  Members  for  Clare,  pursuant  to  Resolution  of  Committee. 

TO  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Statement  con- 
tained in  the  printed  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  addressed  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  The  House,  and  into  any  circumstances 
connected  therewith  which  shall  appear  to  them  to  he  fit  subjects  of  investigation,  pur- 
suant to  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  “ That  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Committee 
with  a written  Statement,  specifying  the  Letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Samuel  Gamble, 
Esq.,  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works,  in  reference  to  the  County  of  Clare,  and  the 
Statements  in  such  Letters  of  which  they  complain.” 

In  obedience  to  the  above  Resolution,  the  undersigned,  Major  Macnamara  and  Cornelius 
•O’Brien,  Members  for  Clare,  state  that  they  complain  of  the  several  letters  of  Captain  Wynne 
and  Mr.  Gamble,  of  which  copies  or  extracts  are  contained  in  the  following  statement;  and 
they  also  complain  of  the  whole  tenor  and  purport  of  such  letters  so  far  as  the  same  regard 
or  affect  the  conduct  of  your  Members  ; and  they  also  complain  that  a great  number  ot  the 
allegations  contained  in  such  letters,  with  respect  to  your  Members,  are  not  founded  in  truth, 
or  if  partially  founded  in  truth,  perverted  by  having  other  facts  and  circumstances  withheld. 
They  also  complain  that  on  various  occasions  alluded  to  in  such  letters  the  behaviour  of 
Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  towards  your  Members  was  unbecoming,  and  tending 
materially  to  lessen  and  degrade  the  proper  authority  and  position  of  your  Members  as 
Members  for  that  countv,  and  as  resident  magistrates  and  landlords,  where  they  have  con- 
scientiously endeavoured  to  do  their  duty  for  nearly  half  a century;  and  further,  they  com- 
plain of  the  frequent  unwarrantable  language  used  by  Cap'tain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  as 
respects  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  constituents  of  your  Members. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jones. 

Ennis,  5 Noveml>er  184G. 

The  gentlemen  here  have  the  effrontery  to  assert  the  principle  that  as  the  money  will  be 
ultimately  paid  by  them,  they  have  a perfect  right  to  get  a portion  of  it  through  the  medium  of 
their  tenants.  They  talk  of  a requisition  for  military.  We  want  none.  I would  not  hesitate 
to  become  answerable  for  the  peace  of  the  district.  The  soldiers  would  be  a serious  incon- 
venience in  the  present  scarcity  of  food. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jones. 

Ennis,  24  December  1046. 

I am  in  hope  my  difficulties  at  Corcomroe  are  at  an  end,  and  1 have  received  the  assurances 
of  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  Colonel  Vandeleur,  and  the  other  honest  men  of  the  county,  that  they 
will  give  me  their  support  and  assistance.  I have  been  in  communication  with  the  above- 
named  gentlemen  on  the  subject  of  reforming  the  relief  committees,  and  disbanding  some 
that  are  utterly  inefficient. 

I am  well  aware  of  the  tremendous  pressure  of  business  upon  you,  and  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  writing  so  long  a letter. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Lieutenant- colonel  Jones. 

Ennis,  26  November  1846. 

I wish  to  ask  your  advice  in  the  extremely  difficult  situation  in  which  I find  myself  at 
this  moment.  _ . , 

I have  been  revising  the  lists  through  the  medium  of  the  relief  committees,  wi 
fullest  assurance  on  their  parts  that  the  process  should  be  carried  out  upon  just  and  ion 
principles.  T|ie3e 
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These  principles  1 explained,  as  fully  as  I was  able,  in  person  as  well  as  by  circular  (which 
I enclose).  I regiet  to  say  that  the  revision  has  been  effected  upon  principles  of  injustice 
and  cruelty,  which  are  disgraceful  even  to  the  county  Clare. 

At  Corofin,  on  Tuesday,  assisted  by  Colonel  Synge,  to  whose  honesty  and  intrepidity  I 
feel  much  indebted,  we  proved  at  least  100  cases  where  the  comfortable  farmer  has  been  left 
on  the  list,  while  his  neighbour,  who  is  possessed  of  nothing  in  the  world  but  his  spade  and 
his  limbs,  has  been  struck  off.  At  Clare  Abbey  and  Kilmally,  where  I was  yesterday  and 
Monday,  engaged  in  a similar  investigation,  I found  the  committee  had  acted  in  the  same 
manner. 

Now  this  proceeding  has  created  great  discontent,  and  an  excessively  dangerous  feeling 
amongst  the  most  destitute  class;  and  I confess,  though  not  an  alarmist,  that  I entertained 
fears  that  if  I continue  to  discharge  the  most  essential  of  the  duties  of  my  situation,  that  of 
keeping  the  expenditure  within  some  bounds  (and  I am  obliged  to  work  with  the  materials 
of  the  present  relief  committees),  the  consequences  may  be  extremely  disastrous,  and  that  we 
may  have  ere  long  to  record  many  instances  of  the  exercise  of  the  wild  justice  of  revenge, 
which  I find  to  he  generally  advocated  in  these  parts.  For  myself  I have  no  fears ; the 
people  well  know  their  oppressors  and  the  motives  by  which  they  are  actuated.  They  are 
speaking  out. 

On  the  othei-  hand,  although  3,000  have  been  struck  off,  there  still  remain  about  4,000 
move  than  would  be  necessary  to  afford  effectual  relief  to,  if  properly  dispensed.  What 
course,  therefore,  would  you  recommend  ? 

I have  thought  of  applying  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county  to  reconstruct  the  committees, 
as  1 find  the  directions  for  their  construction  do  not  warrant  the  appointment  of  half-gentry, 
bankrupts  in  fortune  and  in  character,  to  whom  the  patronage  of  the  situation  appears  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

The  consequence  of  these  appointments  is,  that  I have  met  but  two  Protestant  clergymen 
in  the  entire  of  the  committees,  and  the  gentlemen  of  character  are  fast  following  their 
example. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Mr.  Walker. 

Ennis,  1 December  1346. 

I wish  to  give  you  an  account  of  our  extraordinary  presentment  session  yesterday  at 
Corofin. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  appeared  to  be  to  frame  new  laws  rather  than  to  act  upon  those 
at  present  in  force. 

The  chairman  (Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p.)  made  a hustings  speech,  in  which  he 
accused  the  Government  and  your  Board  of  insulting  the  people  in  their  misery.  I felt 
it  my  duty,  as  your  officer,  to  pratest  against  the  use  of  such  language,  as  utterly 
unwarranted  by  facts,  and  calculated  to  produce  a most  mischievous  impression  on  the 
people. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Secretary  Board  of  Works. 

Ennis,  5 December  1846. 

I regret  to  say  that  matters  are  not  improving  with  us  in  this  district,  nor  can  I expect 
them  to  improve,  so  long  as  yesterday’s  scenes  continue  to  be  enacted  daily. 

The  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon,  held  yesterday,  were  a second 
edition  of  those  at  Corofin ; Major  Macnamara,  m.p.,  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p.,  Mr.  J.  O’Brien,  m. p.,  Stc.  The  two  first  hours  were  occupied 
in  attack  and  defence,  without  ever  once  touching  upon  the  business  of  the  day.  It 
was  obvious  it  was  not  to  transact  business  they  had  come  there,  and  the  result  of  course 
was  that  nothing  was  done : and  nothing  can  be  done  till  another  extraordinary  presentment 
sessions  be  called.  This  must  lead  to  considerable  inconvenience,  as,  on  many  of  the  works 
in  the  barony,  the  funds  will  be  very  soon  exhausted,  and  the  men  will  be  obliged  to  go  four 
or  five  miles  to  others  for  which  there  remain  presentments.  All  this,  together  with  the 
evil  consequence  of  leading  the  people  to  expect  to  be  turned  into  their  own  gardens  to  till, 
1 explained,  all  to  no  purpose.  1 therefore  had  but  one  course  to  pursue,  that  of  protesting 
against  the  entire  proceedings,  in  which  I was  followed  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Gamble.  I, and  the 
other  officers  of  your  Board,  have  strong  reasons  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county 
Members,  who  appeared  to  come  there  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  us  up,  one  and  all,  to 
the  assassin,  and  hallooing  on  a mob  of  a thousand  of  the  worst  description  who  were 
present  Can  it  be  wondered  at,  that  the  stewards  and  overseers  will  not  discharge  their 
duties,  and  that  the  men  on  the  works  are  doing-  literally  nothing  but  what  they  please  ? 
When  I give  directions  to  any  of  them,  they  resign  rather  than  carry  those  directions  into 
effect ; and  I confess  I can  scarcely  expect  any  other  course  from  any  of  them,  not  gifted 
with  strong  nerves,  in  the  present  state  of  county  Clare  society. 

I am  bound  to  state,  that  from  M r.  John  O’Brien,  m.p.,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  we 
received  support  and  protection,  as  also  from  others  present;  but,  unfortunately,  such  is  the 
state  of  alarm  in  which  they  live  that  they  are  not  free  agents,  and  dare  not  utter  their  real 
sentiments.  How  are  we  tn  go  on  in  this  state  of  things  ? 1 am  endeavouring  to  keep  the 
machinery  together,  and  have  succeeded  in  fireventing  several  resignations ; but  as  long  as 
any  part  of  the  machinery  is  crippled  by  intimidation  we  cannot  expect  it  to  work  with 
advantage.  For  my  own  part,  I entertain  no  fears  for  my  personal  safety ; but  with  all  the 
exertion  I am  capable  of  I fear  the  result  will  do  me  little  credit. 

0,1  °5*  5^3 
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Captain  Wynne  to  Mr.  Walker. 

Sir,  Ennis,  11  December  1846. 

I have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Board,  that  Mr.  Gamble  and  I 
attended  yesterday  at  Ennistimon  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  some  complaints  against 
the  local  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  that  locality,  preferred  by  Major  Macnaniara 
and  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  at  Ennistimon 
on  the  4th  instant.  . 

In  proceeding  subsequently  to  investigate  the  charges  contained  in  Mr.  Westropp’s 
memorial,  referred  to  me  by  the  Board  for  that  purpose,  charging  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee, and  their  chairman,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  with  partiality  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  I handed  the  document  to  the  chairman,  in  order  to  give  the  accused  parties  an 
opportunity  of  explanation.  This  led  to  a scene  of  tumult  which  I shall  not  attempt  to 
describe,  but  during  which  the  grossest  insult  was  offered  to  me. 

How  I am  to  continue  to  discharge  my  duties  under  these  circumstances  I really  know 
not. 

Thursday  next  was  appointed  for  the  investigation  of  the  charges  at  Liscannor. 

1 have,  &c. 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  (signed)  Edmund  Wynne, 

Secretary  Board  of  Works-  Inspecting  Officer. 


Captain  Wynne  to  Colonel  Jones. 

Ennis,  Thursday,  10  December  1846. 

Blue  Book,  p.  333.  I was  happy  to  get  your  kind  letter  this  evening  on  my  return  from  Ennistimon,  where  I 
was  this  day,  and  where  I witnessed  a scene  that  I will  attempt  to  describe. 

I went  there  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  local  engi- 
neer, preferred  by  Major  Macnamara,  m.p.,  and  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p. 

The  conduct  of  the  meeting  was  the  worst  I ever  witnessed.  I was  insulted  in  the 
grossest  way  possible,  hut  am  happy  to  say  my  temper  did  not  in  the  least  betray  me,  even, 
when  it  was  proposed  that  l should  be  turned  (kicked)  out.  Even  this  I bore  without  the 
slightest  loss  of  temper.  Nobody  tried  the  experiment,  or  I fear  I should  have  broke  down. 
I confess  to  you  that  I smart  under  the  insult  I am  subject  to  from  those  gentlemen.  I 
have  no  objection  to  run  my  chance  with  the  people,  bad  as  they  are ; but  I am  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen.  But  for  a few,  amongst  whom  was  Arch- 
deacon Whitty,  I am  quite  sure  I should  have  been  obliged  to  fight  my  way  out  of  the 
court-house;  as  it  was,  these  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  accompany  me  through  the  crowd, 
who  called  out  aloud  to  have  the  doors  closed  upon  me.  Being  a strong  man,  I shoved 
four  or  five  fellows  out  of  the  way,  and  got  out.  The  well-disposed  few  recommended  me  to 
stay  at  Ennistimon  for  the  night,  or  take  an  escort  of  police  with  me;  but  with  my  double 
gun,  a rifle,  and  three  cases  of  pistols,  Mr.  Gamble,  myself,  and  Mr.  Russell  (who  accom- 
panied us),  returned  home.  Mr.  Russell,  who  was  very  anxious  to  see  a Clare  relief 
committee,  was  indeed  astonished ; he  said  he  could  not  have  supposed  matters  were  so 
bad. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  charged  me  with  conspiracies  with  the  complainants  against  him,  from 
personal  motives.  As  1 was  proceeding  with  perfect  coolness  and  self-possession  to  deny 
this  charge,  in  a moment  every  man  was  on  his  legs,  a few  for,  but  the  majority  against 
me,  threatening  violence,  and  vying  with  each  other  in  abuse.  I could  not  submit 
to  this,  but  that  I am  pledged  to  stick  to  the  ship  while  there  remains  a plank,  hut  I do 
not  see  where  it  will  end ; I shall  never  give  up  the  field  to  them.  The  entire  patronage 
that  they  enjoyed  last  year  has  been  wrested  from  them,  and  they  of  course  feel  very 
sore. 

I have  fixed  the  investigation  of  the  obnoxious  document  for  Thursday  next,  but  I have 
been  advised  to  take  an  escort  of  police,  but  will  not  take  any  escort  but  my  double-bar- 
relled gun.  These  investigations,  which  involve  in  most  cases  very  serious  charges,  I find 
the  most  obnoxious  duty,  but  I have  no  choice  but  to  go  through  with  them. 


From  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  13  December  184G. 

334-  I am  quite  reconciled  to  the  scene  of  Thursday  last.  I have  all  the  gentry  of  the  county 
of  respectability  loud  in  their  approbation  of  my  conduct;  I have  received,  their  assurances 
of  support  against  my  adversaries,  and  I am  determined  to  go  on,  never  minding  the  taun  s 
or  threats  of  the  malcontents  of  Corcomroe,  who  I understand  have  received  a check  lor  ® 
first  time  in  their  lives ; they  have  made  laws  up  there  for  themselves,  and  have  only  wt  1 
the  last  few  years  relaxed  the  feudal  system,  but  now  that  they  have  received  an  effectual  cnee 
they  are  outrageous  ; I am  only  left  to  my  tongue  as  a weapon,  and  I think  I have  given 
them  enough  of  that,  and  they  feel  it.  Most  beneficial  effects  have  resulted,  lb®' 11 
are  become  tolerably  fair.  Every  man  is  afraid  of  being  exposed,  and  I have  not  the  le 
doubt  that  the  numbers  would  by  this  time  amount  to  double  their  present  but  tor  * 
system  of  exposure.  I must  say  my  passage  of  arms  with  the  county  Members  has  crea 
a support  for  me  in  the  county  that  will  greatly  facilitate  my  operations,  and  I do  not 
I shall  have  much  more  of  the  disagreeable,  as  the  necessity  for  the  purge  is  very  ni 
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diminished.  Clare  Abbey  is  still  quiet,  but  it  is  generally  thought  to-morrow  will  bring  the 
crisis.  I have  not  reported  this,  as  I do  not  believe  it ; I do  believe  the  people  in  that 
locality  are  as  well  pleased  not  to  have  the  works  resumed,  in  order  that  they  may  have  an 
excuse  to  plunder,  which  indeed  they  have  begun  already;  they  have  killed  four  cows  and 
five  sheep  these  last  three  nights.  1 shall  send  you  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  which  will  contain 
the  row  at  Enmstnnon,  as  I saw  the  reporter  there ; if  given  well,  it  will  be  a rich  treat  to 
the  civilized  world. 


Captain  Wynne's,  Report. 

I attended  at  Liscannoi'  on  yesterday,  17th,  to  investigate  the  complaints  referred  to 
herein.  Neither  Mr.  Westropp  nor  Dean  Stackpoole  came  forward,  nor  any  other  person  on 
their  behalf,  borne  of  the  Stackpoole  tenants  were  present,  but  were  not  disposed  to  sub- 
stantiate any  of  the  charges  alluded  to. 

No  abuses  were  proved  ; and  from  what  I could  discover,  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  had 
not  been  neglected  to  the  extent  stated.  I send  a document,  from  which  I draw  this  infe- 
rence; but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  come  at  facts  in  this  country,  from  the  insurmountable 
aversion  to  give  evidence  that  pervades  all  classes  of  society. 

The  investigation  passed  off  quietly,  and  my  passage  was  not  obstructed. 


Ennis,  18  December  1840. 


(signed)  Edmund  Wynne, 

Inspecting  Officer. 


Captain  Wynne  to  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

. , . Ennis,  19  December  1846. 

1 have  received  Major  Macnamara’s  letter  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  complaining  of  my  con- 
duct at  a meeting  of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee,  held  on  the  10th  instant,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  misconduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Millett  (local  engineer  of  the  barony  of 
Corcomroe),  and  of  several  of  the  overseers  and  stewards  under  him. 

It  would  not  become  me  to  give  any  opinion  on  my  own  conduct  on  that  occasion,  but 
I was  certainly  under  the  impression  that,  during  a scene  such  as  I never  before  witnessed, 
I never  for  an  instant  forgot  the  position  in  which  I stood  (the  officer  of  your  Board),  and 
T must  say  the  circumstances  were  those  of  excessive  provocation.  I have  seen  in  the 
Evening  Mail  a statement  most  erroneous  and  most  unjust  as  regards  Mr.  Millett;  bat 
being  sent  by  a person  deeply  interested,  I cannot  wonder  at  the  colouring  the  affair  has 
received. 

I am  well  aware  my  conduct  has  been  and  will  be  misrepresented ; to  this,  and  many 
other  consequences  of  the  unpopular  course  I have  struck  out  for  myself,  i have  quite  made 
up  my  mind. 

I have  exposed  dishonesty,  injustice,  and  oppression  wherever  I met  with  it,  without 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  offender. 

I have  displaced  upwards  of  9,400  persons,  chosen  and  placed  upon  the  works  by  the 
several  committees  in  my  seven  baronies.  I have  placed  on  the  lists  the  poor  starving 
labourers,  who  had  been  neglected  because  nobody  had  a direct  interest  in  their  welfare^ 
and  I have  not  refused  employment  in  any  instance  to  veal  destitution. 

I was  well  aware  this  course  would  not  be  a popular  one,  but  I have  pursued  it  steadily 

d P®rseverinS1y>  notwithstanding  the  direct  and  indirect  menaces  of  Major  Macnamara 
and  of  others,  who  might  be  expected  to  show  a better  example  to  the  people.  I did  not, 
lowever,  participate  in  his  fears  for  my  safety  in  visiting  Liscaunor.  The  people  have  dis- 
covered that  my  object  is  to  relieve,  and  not  to  oppress  them ; and  I feel  under  no  appre- 
hension, except  they  act  under  the  influence  of  persons  whose  interests  would  be  advanced 
by  my  withdrawal  from  the  country. 

1 am  happy  to  be  able  to  refer  to  the  lists,  as  furnishing  a strong  argument  in  favour  of 
he  course  1 have  adopted,  and  I trust  that  course  will  meet  your  approval. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  Captain  Wynne,  Inspecting  Officer,  County  Clare,  for  Week 
ending  19  December  1846. 

On  Monday  I attended  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Corofin ; nothing 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  Board  occurred;  many  complaints,  but  found  to  be  unfounded. 

Tuesday  attended  Kilmally  and  Inch  relief  committee;  found  it  in  good  order,  abuses 
Disappearing  fast;  riot  on  the  works,  which  were  in  fact  stopped  on  that  evening.  Friday 
proceeded  to  Milltown  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  officers  of  the  Board  in  that 
ocality ; found  them  not  sufficiently  established  ; saw  the  different  members  of  the  relief 
committee  in  that  district,  and  arranged  business  with  them.  Thursday  attended  at  Lis- 
cannor  to  investigate  certain  charges  against  that  committee  and  its  chairman,  which  were 
n°t  proved,  Mr.  Westropp  not  appearing. 


From  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  22  December  1846, 

jS * know  Captain  Larcom  has  so  much  to  do,  I send  you  a specimen  of  the  lists  I get, 
n the  frightful  amount  of  family  they  give  to  each  individual. 

0,,0o-  " 5 E4  You 
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You  must  recollect  these  are  applications  after  I have  provided  a supply  for  the  parish,  and 
issued  employment  lists  to  the  amount  of  770,  which  I considered  quite  sufficient  at  present 
for  that  parish.  . . 

Now  1 am  certain  that  the  information  contained  in  these  sheets  is  false,  though  signed  by 
the  chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  but  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  this  fact  on  so 
large  a scale. 

Some  of  the  committees  will  not  give  even  so  much  information.  I dined  last  night  with 
Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  with  whom  1 have  been  in  correspondence  on 
the  subject.  I brought  him  some  of  the  lists as  sent  me  by  the  committees,  and  showed 
him  the  necessity  of  reconstruction  of  these  bodies,  particularly  in  the  appointment  of  secre- 
taries. Sir  Lucius  perfectly  agreed  with  me,  and  said  he  would  communicate  with  the 
Government  on  the  subject,  as  he  did  not  know  his  powers.  1 have  sent  for  a gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  the  parish  of  Ciondegad,  who  assures  me  of  the  incorrectness  of  the 
lists,  and  that  in  mostcases  the  families  are  multiplied  by  two.  Now  is  uot  this  scandalous? 
I did  riot  read  the  paper  when  I sent  it  to  you.  I suppose  you  know  that  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  is 
an  attorney,  and  that  Killilagh  is  Major  Macnamara's  property.  I thought  he  would  have 
eaten  his  brother  when  he  alluded  to  the  abuses  that  had  existed  in  the  parish.  I was  very 
happy  to  find  from  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  that  my  conduct  meets  the  full  approbation  of  all  the 
respectable  gentry  in  the  county,  and  that  he  and  they  are  determined  to  support  me;  this 
is  most  satisfactory,  and  I am  determined  to  persevere  as  long  as  I can  ferret  out  an  abuse. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  1 January  1847. 

Blue  Book,  p-47C.  I have  the  support  and  approval  of  all  the  honest  part  of  the  county  Clare  gentry.  I 
send  you  the  letter  of  one  of  this  class,  whom  1 have  never  yet  seen,  Major  Ball. 

I find  by  this  day’s  post,  two  cov.  plaints  have  been  referred  to  Mr.  Gamble,  made  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  relative  to  my  limiting  the  numbers  employed. 

I fight  hard  undoubtedly  to  keep  impostors  off  the  works,  but  I never  yet  refused 
employment  to  a really  destitute  object,  nor  would  1 hold  the  office  one  hour  after  I was 
required  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Gamble  to  Mr.  Walker. 

Ennis,  ft  January  1847. 

Blue  Book,  p.  496.  To  give  an  instance  of  the  difficulties  to  be  met  with. 

In  the  Liscannor  relief  district  particularly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  where  there  were, 
by  the  census  of  1841,  860  families  dependent  on  manual  labour,  there  are  at  present  em- 
ployed 1,160  labourers,  and  a few  days  since  a demand  to  employ  460  more  was  made  by 
the  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  who  pointed  Mr.  Russell’s  attention  to  the  want  of 
implements  at  Liscannor  Sea-wall,  and  who  at  the  same  time  promised,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Russell,  to  procure  employment  on  the.  public  works  for  the  man  Daly,  reported  by  Mr. 
Hussell  as  paying  60 1.  a year,  having  50  acres  of  land,  six  cows  and  a horse,  his  rent  paid, 
seed  for  his  land,  and  some  grain  to  spare. 


Report  from  Mr.  Gamble,  transmitting  the  Papers  required  by  Order  of  The  House,  and 
other  Documents. 

Ennis,  6 March  1847. 

Public  Works,  Ire-  At  Corofin  presentment  sessions,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  used  very  exciting  language, 
land,  copies  Cor-  abusing  the  Board  and  their  officers,  and  took  such  a course  that  the  Board’s  officers  were 
respondence,  p.  38.  obliged  to  appear  as  standing  between  the  people  and  the  tillage  of  their  land. 

The  effect  of  this  course  appears  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Ormes,  who,  a few  days  after, 
heard  from  the  people  of  the  row  that  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  an  officer 
of  the  Board,  of  their  pleasure  at  the  way  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  had  acted,  and  their  expec- 
tation that  the  officers  of  the  Board  would  have  less  authority  over  them. 

Proceedings  similar  to  those  at  Corofin  followed  at  Ennistimon  sessions  on  the  4t 
December,  where  Major  Macnamava  in  a crowded  court-house  reproached  Mr.  Millett  with 
having  kept  200  starving  people  from  employment.  Mr.  Millett  excused  himself  by  saying 
he  was  detained  at  Ennistimon  by  a set  of  ruffians ; when  Major  Macnamara  caused  a sensa- 
tion by  turning  to  the  people  ana  saying,  “ Do  you  hear  that?  Whom  do  you  call  asetot 
ruffians?”  by  charging  Mr.  Millett  with  hostile  feeling  and  various  delinquencies.  It  was 
scarcely  two  months  prior  to  this  that  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Millett  for  his  conduct  in 
conducting  the  grant  works  had  been  passed  by  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Major  Macnamara  ; and  nothing  whatever  appeared  to  justify  me  in  recom- 
mending the  Board  to  withdraw  their  confidence  from  Mr.  Millett,  whom  I,  however, 
subsequently  removed  from  that  barony  in  consequence  of  the  ill-feeling  existing  towar  s 
him. 

Previous  to  the  circumstances  stated  at  the  opening  of  the  works,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p-. 
having  taken  umbrage  at  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct,  sent  me  a message  that  if  he  did  notgn 
more  employment  he  would  tell  the  people  that  the  engineers  were  to  blame  and  not  1 
magistrates  ; that  he  would  not  be  answerable  for  the  peace,  and  that  it  Was  better  for 
not  to  fall  oqt  with  an  attorney.  j 

The  adoption  of  such  a course  on.  the  part  of  gentlemen  who  in  that  locality  exerclj‘ete 
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complete  sway  over  the  populace,  was  far  from  prudent.  The  object  was  apparently  intimi-  4 . . , 

elation ; but  it  was  pursued  regardless  of  consequences,  for  the  people  were  then  greatly  Ppendix 

irritated  against  Mr.  Millett,  and  had  some  days  before  offered  him  actual  violence  J Star  f 

At  the  subsequent  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct,  held  at  Ennistimon  the  following  Clare 

week,  still  more  irritating  scenes  occurred,  but  happily  the  populace  were  excluded,  or  it  is  , 

impossible  to  say  how  disastrous  the  consequences  might  have  been. 

And  under  all  these  difficulties  Captain  Wynne  held  an  onward  course,  and  the  destitute 
were  beginning  to  learn  that  he  wished  to  be  their  friend. 

I have,  8cc. 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  (signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 

Secretary  Board  of  Works. 


Extract  of  a further  Report  and  Correspondence  of  Captain  Wynne  on  the  subject  of 
Relief  Works  in  the  County  of  Clare. 

In  the  case  of  Ivillilagh,  of  which  Major  Macnamara  was  chairman,  not  a single  comma-  Public  Works,  Ire- 
nication  of  mine  was  replied  to  or  acknowledged,  nor  has  that  committee  ever  sent  me  a list  land,  copies  Cor- 
of  any  description.  For  my  own  part  I must  plead  guilty  to  apparent  neglect  of  Fisher-  respocdence. 
street  relief  committee,  and  indeed  of  the  entire  barony  of  Corcomroe ; but  from  the  opposi-  Return  to  Order, 
tion  I met  with  from  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  and  the  effect  produced  J5  March  1847, 
thereby  on  the  subordinates  and  labourers,  I found  that  my  exertions  in  that  localitv  would  l1,  5°- 
be  of  no  avail,  and  that  I might  employ  my  time  to  greater  advantage  elsewhere. 

Mr.  O’Brien  denounced  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  as  humbugging  the 
people  and  mocking  them  in  their  misery ; the  whole  system  of  relief  was  pronounced  bv 
him  and  Major  Macnamara  as  cruel  and  heartless.  They  stated  that  they  had  taxed  then- 
properties  to  relieve  the  people,  but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  Board  and  its 
officers,  and  publicly  insulted  those  officers  in  the  grossest  manner ; the  consequence  was, 
the  men  did  nothing  but  what  they  pleased,  the  subordinates  preferred  obeying  the  orders 
of  the  committees  rather  than  those  of  the  Board’s  officers,  and  labourers  were  employed, 
checked,  and  paid  without  my  sanction  or  knowledge.  A check  clerk,  who  attempted  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  Board’s  officers,  was  coerced  to  check  40  men,  and  with  a pistol  to 
his  head  sworn  to  secrecy ; the  works  were  in  consequence  suspended ; two  stewards  brought 
from  the  county  of  Meath,  and  trustworthy  men,  endeavoured  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
officers,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  their  lives  having  been  on  several  occasions 
seriously  threatened.  1 should  not  have  shrunk  from  grappling  with  the  difficulties  of 
Corcomroe  had  it  been  in  my  power  to  devote  a sufficient  portion  of  my  time  to  that 
locality  ; but  in  a district  of  vast  extent  and  difficulty,  and  with  the  multiplicity  of  the 
demands  upon  every  moment  of  my  time,  I could  have  devoted  hut  a small  portion  of  it  to 
any  one  locality  without  neglecting  others.  I also  found  upon  inquiry  that  1 possessed  no 
means  of  controlling  the  committees  when  determined  to  act  contrary  to  directions,  and  did 
not  wish  to  subject  myself  to  a repetition  of  insults  of  the  grossest  description,  such  as  I 
have  never  before  seen  offered  to  a public  officer.  I might  have  applied  for  authority  to 
stop  the  works  in  the  barony,  some  of  which  had  already  been  suspended  ; but  in  the  state 
of  de  stitution  in  which  the  people  were  at  that  time,  I could  not  venture  upon  such  a 
course.  Under  these  circumstances,  there  remained  but  one  mode  by  which  I was  enabled 
generally  to  control  the  amount  of  expenditure,  viz.,  by  limiting  the  numbers  to  be 
employed  to  a certain  proportion  of  the  destitute  population,  according  to  the  census  of 
1841 ; this  I was  enabled  to  do  in  most  parts  of  the  barony  ; but  in  Killilagh  the  overseers 
and  check  clerks  continued  to  employ  the  men  quite  contrary  to  the  established  rules,  a 
course  which  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  would  not  be  attempted  in  any  other  part  of 
the  district.  At  the  time  of  my  removal,  in  revising  in  committee,  when  time  permitted,  I 
went  through  the  lists  or  books,  and  struck  off  the  names  of  such  persons  as  appeared  to 
me  ought  not  to  be  employed ; this  process  was  performed  by  my  hand  only  partially,  for 
tire  following  reasons  : 1st.  The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  discussing  the 
principles  on  which  the  revision  should  take  place,  and  the  amount  of  employment  necessary 
to  relieve  the  people,  together  with  much  irrelevant  matter.  2d.  Feeling  the  information, 
furnished  to  me  by  the°books  or  lists  to  be  incorrect,  and  well  aware  of  the  avidity  with 
which  any  pretext  for  a charge  against  me  of  injustice  or  cruelty  would  be  seized  on,  I 
deemed  it  prudent,  in  every  case  where  it  was  practicable,  to  oblige  the  committees  them- 
selves to  strike  off  the  names  from  their  lists  or  books.  3d.  From  the  magnitude  of  the 
undertaking,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  gone  through  one-tenth  of  the  names, 
giving  due  consideration  to  each  case.  In  most  of  the  committees,  the  rules  laid  down  for  their 
guidance  in  their  revisions  of  lists  were  pronounced  cruel  and  unjust,  the  poor-law  valuation 
was  pronounced  erroneous  ; the  census  of  1841  was  stated  to  represent  fractional  parts  ot 
the  population,  varying  from  one-half  to  four-fifths. 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  lists  furnished  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and. 
signed  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  as  chairman,  I find  a large  number  of  persons  who  should 
never  have  been  recommended,  and  who  w'ould  never  have  been  employed,  had  1 been, 
aware  of  their  real  circumstances.  Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  comfortable  farmers  and 
freeholders,  the  constituents,  and  in  some  cases  the  tenants  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  O Brien. 

From  Fisher- street  relief  committee,  as  I have  already  stated,  I have  never  received  any 
lists  ; 1 find,  however,  that  very  great  abuses  have  existed  there,  and  that  large  numbers  ot 
comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders  have  been  employed  on  the  public  works,  more  par  1- 
cularly  in  the  parish  of  Killilagh,  tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnamara,  chairman. 
oao5.  5 f Ear,y 
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, . / a \ -Rarlv  in  mv  acquaintance  with  the  relief  committees  of  the  county  of  Clare,  I stated  to 

Appendix  (A.)  ^ Board^what  was  then  my  opinion,  namely,  that  any  system  ol  relief  administered 

e.  , a t.  ne  thmno-h  thp  medium  of  those  bodies,  constituted  as  they  then  were,  must  fail  in  its  opera- 
Stateiuent  of  Jluongh  the  meam o oi  ti “ h^d  by  the  Legislature  that  a relief  fund  should  be  dis- 

M embers  for  Clare.  ^ tlmt  *£•  theref?m,  dh,=ctly  or  indirect, y;  for  instance,  stewards, 

^angers  and  check  clerks,  receiving  from  6s.  to  18s.  per  week,  many  of  whom  are  members 
of  relief  committees  in  the  county  of  Clare. 

T trust  the  Commissioners  will  pardon  me  for  now  alluding  particularly  to  the  complaint 
which  in  mv  letter  of  the  5th  of  last  December,  I made  respecting;  the  conduct  of  the 
ennnfr  Members  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Enmstimon,  and  which  is 
reported  to  have  given  offence  to  those  gentlemen.  At  that  tune  the  county  was  violently 
disturbed  Outrages  had  been  perpetrated  on  several  of  the  Boards  officers,  amongst  whom 
was  Mr  Millett,  assistant  engineer,  who  was  on  that  day  the  principal  object  of  the  charges 
made  bv  one  of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  (Major  Macnamara),  and  who  stood  in  a position 
at  that  time  both  requiring  and  possessing  strong  claims  to  the  protection  ot  those  gentle- 
men The  people  were  under  the  impression  that  he  (Mr.  Millett)  had  prevented  them  from 
beiuo-  employed  or  retarded  in  their  employment,  ancl  had  expressed  their  dissatisfaction 
stroimlv  bv  threats  and  personal  violence ; and  this  was  the  opportunity  these  gentlemen 
availed  themselves  of  to  bring  forward  this  identical  charge,  introduced  by  Major  Macna- 
mara. into  a speech  in  which  he  designated  the  audience,  his  tenants,  his  friends,  and  Ins 
freeholders  and  stated  that  he  came  there  to  protect  them  from  the  injustice  and  oppression 
of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  who  were  wronging  them.  He  then  charged  Mr. 
Millett  with  keeping  them  out  of  employment.  Major  Macnamara  had  on  a former  occa- 
sion grossly  insulted  Mr.  Millett,  ancl  pointed  him  out  to  the  mob  as  having  called  them 
“ Ruffians  ’’  Mr.  O’Brien  had  also,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Millett,  endeavoured  to  inti- 
midate him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  threatened  to  name  him  to  the  people  as  the 
cause  of  the  delay,  if  he  did  not  comply  with  bis  wishes  in  putting  the  men  to  work  at  once. 
I naturally  felt  extremely  anxious,  not  only  for  the  safety  of  these  officers  engaged  with  me 
under  such  trying  circumstances,  but  that  their  exertions  should  not  be  crippled  by  intimi- 
dation • and  in  writing  my  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Enmstimon  sessions,  I felt 
strongly  that,  in  the  then  state  of  the  country,  the  course  taken  by  the  two  gentlemen 
alluded  to,  in  violently  attacking  the  conduct  of  the  public  officers  in  the  presence  of  a large 
and  excited  mob  of  such  a description  as  was  then  assembled,  and  representing  those  officers 
as  unjustly  standing  between  the  people  and  employment,  was  calculated  to  lead  to  conse- 
quences of  the  worst  description,  and  likely  even  to  endanger  the  lives  of  these  officers, 
especially  that  of  Mr.  Millett,  who  was  at  the  time  obnoxious  to  the  people,  from  the  im- 
pression that  then  existed  amongst  them,  of  imaginary  wrong  done  them  by  that  gentleman, 
and  the  exposed  position  iu  which  his  duties  placed  him.  So  strongly  did  I hold  this 
opinion,  that  on  the  following  Thursday,  in  the  same  place,  I felt  it  my  duty  to  refuse  going 
on  with  the  proceedings  in  the  presence  of  a similar  concourse  of  people,  and  insisted  on 
adjourning  to  an  adjoining  room,  in  which  step  I was  most  violently  opposed  by  Major 
Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien,-  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  then  present, 
that  had  that  meeting  been  held  in  open  court,  the  very  worst  consequences  would  have 
followed.  I may  also  add,  that  at  the  next  sessions  held  in  the  same  court,  in  presence  of 
Mr.  O’Brien  then  sitting  on  the  bench  as  chairman,  I was  handed  a Starlight  notice,  threat- 
ening my  life  if  I did  not  leave  those  parts.  I was  under  no  apprehension  for  my  own  per- 
sonal safety,  but  I repeat  that  I consider  the  conduct  of  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
O’Brien  not  only  calculated  to  alarm  the  officers  of  the  Board,  but  to  endanger  their  lives ; 
and  I find  that  in  this  opinion  many  others  coincide. 

I have,  See. 

(signed)  Edmund  Wynne, 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  Inspecting  Officer. 

Secretary  Board  of  Works. 

W.  N.  Macnamara. 

Cornelius  O'Brien. 


Appendix  (B.) 


Appendix  (B.) 

Statement  deli- 
vered in  by 
Captain  Wynne, 
6 May  1 847. 


STATEMENT  delivered  in  by  Captain  Wynne,  on  6 May  1847. 

It  is  not  my  intention  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee 
further  than  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  point  out  the  course  which,  with  their  permis- 
sion aud  approbation,  I propose  to  follow. 

On  the  last  day  I had  the  honour  of  appearing  before  you,  I urged  upon  the  Commit  ee 
the  necessity  of  calling  on  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  to  specify  those  statemen  s or 
allegations  of  which  they  complained,  in  order  that  I might  direct  my  attention  exclusive  y 
to  them,  and  call  for  such  witnesses  only  as  should  be  required  to  prove -those  statements. 

I understood,  however,  that  such  was  not  the  wish  of  the  Committee,  but  that  it  was 
wish  that  I should  select  those  which  appeared  to  form  the  substance  and  gravamen  0 
complaint  of  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare  ; and  I am  under  the  impression  that  oo 
Honourable  Member  or  Members  directed  my  attention  to  the  late  debates  on.  the  subjec 
likely  to  guide  me  in  such  selection.  Witli 
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With  this  view,  I have  considered  my  letters  carefully,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
in  which  I trust  the  Committee  will  agree,  that  the  statements  complained  of  may  be  rancred 
under  the  following  heads : J 0 

1.  That  the  relief  committees,  and  members  of  relief  committees,  in  the  western  district 

county  of  Clare,  generally  were  disposed  to  act  and  did  act  contrary  to  their  instructions  in 
putting  on  the  relief  works  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  whose  employment  neither 
they  nor  the  inspecting  officer  could  sanction  in  the  honest  and  conscientious  discharge  of 
then-  respective  duties.  - = 

2.  That  the  relief  committees,  and  members  of  relief  committees,  put  such  persons  on  the 

Avorks  to  the  exclusion  of  the  really  destitute,  for  whom  relief  was  provided  bv  the  9 & 10 
Viet.  c.  105.  3 

3.  That  on  certain  occasions  mentioned  in  the  inspecting  officers’  letters,  the  Honourable 
Members  for  the  county  of  Clare,  whilst  presiding  as  magistrates  on  the  bench  or  members 
of  relief  committees,  conducted  themselves  in  such  a manner  as  the  inspecting-  officer  con- 
ceived to  be  contrary  to  that  of  discreet  and  Avell-disposed  magistrates,  inasmuch  as  the 
course  adopted  by  the  Honourable  Members  -was  in  bis,  the  inspector’s  opinion,  calculated 
to  disturb  order,  discipline,  and  subordination  on  the  works,  increase  the  difficulties  of  the 
public  officers  (at  the  time  veiy  great),  promote  and  increase  the  ill-feeling  which  then  existed 
towards  many  of  those  officers,  and  lead  to  disturbances,  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  not 
improbably  to  the  assassination  of  some  of  those  officers. 

4.  That  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  instead  of  assisting  and  co-operatin'*-  with  the 
officers  of  Government,  set  themselves  in  opposition  against  them. 

5.  That  committees,  when  called  upon  to  co-operate  with  the  inspecting  officer,  only  threw 
every  difficulty  and  obstacle  in  his  way,  rendering  it  impossible  for  him  to  correct  the  abuses 
that  they  bad  created. 

I would  propose,  with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  to  state  the  case  as  briefly  as 
possible  from  the  documents  contained  in  this  paper,  alleast  making  use  of  those,  the  truth 
of  which  the  writers  will  substantiate. 

I am  anxious  to  pursue  this  course  for  two  reasons  ; first,  it  will  facilitate  the  management 
of  the  case  to  a person  totally  unaccustomed  to  such  matters,  and  consequently  quite 
inadequate  to  the  task  should  it  assume  a complicated  form. 

I feel  also  that  the  opinions  expressed  in-  these  documents,  written  many  of  them  at  the 
time  my  letter  was  written,  will  show  the  Committee  that  should  any  statements  in  ray 
letters  be  incapable  of  proof,  that  I have  erred  only  in  common  with  many  others  on  whom 
the  same  circumstances  made  the  same  impression,  and  that  my  statements  therefore  did  not 
deserve  the  strong  language  in  which  their  truth  was  denied.  Had  any  facts  come  to  my 
kuowledge  since  1 wrote  those  letters,  calculated  to  throw  additional  light  on  those  state- 
ments, and  to  show  me  that  they  Avere  made  under  erroneous  impressions,  I should  not 
have  lost  a moment  in  repairing  my  error,  and  doing  the  Honourable  Members  for  Clare, 
and  their  constituents,  that  justice  which,  as  a gentleman,  it  was  my  bounden  duty  to  do. 
Such,  however,  has  not  been  the  case,  and  I regret  to  say  that  inquiry  has  only  strengthened 
the  opinion  1 then  formed. 

Upon  the  most  minute  inquiry  I can  make,  and  others  have  made,  I cannot  see  any  reason 
to  alter  any  one  of  the  opinions  I have  expressed,  or  to  retract  any  statement  I have  made. 

I am  anxious  to  take  this  course  chiefly  because  I feel  myself  inadequate  to  do  justice  to 
the  case  should  it  assume  a complicated  form.  I am  anxious  to  elicit  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  I am  sure  I shall  meet  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Committee  in  this  course. 


STATEMENT  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Gamble,  on  6 May  1847. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  27th  April,  I received  at  Ennistimon  the  Chairman’s  letter, 
stating  that  the  Committee  expected  me  to  attend  with  the  witnesses  on  the  26th  April.  In 
toy  reply  I explained  that  I had  been  up  to  that  time  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my 
ordinary  duties.  Though  generally  aware  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  I had  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  my  presence  would  be  so  soon  required. 

In  preparing  for  the  last  few  days  for  my  defence,  I have  felt  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the 
indefinite  nature  of  the  statements  of  the  Honourable  Members,  and  also  by  my  inexperience 
in  such  proceedings ; but  depending  on  the  indulgence  and  assistance  of  the  Committee, 
I am  prepared  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  allegations  complained  of  by  the  Honourable  Mem- 
bers for  Clare,  and  contained  in  the  extracts  from  my  letters  given  in  the  statement  of  those 
Honourable  Members,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee. 

The  Honourable  Members  for  Clare,  going  beyond  the  resolution  of  the  Committee,  com- 
plain that  on  various  occasions  alluded  to  in  such  letters,  my  behaviour  towards  your 
Members  Auras  unbecoming,  and  tending  materially  to  lessen  and  degrade  the  proper 
authority  of  your  Members  as  Members  for  that  county,  and  as  resident  magistrates  and 
landlords,  where  they  have  conscientiously  endeavoured  to  do  their  duty  for  nearly  half  a 
century. 

The  Committee  will  give  me  leave,  to  reply,  that  for  this  statement,  which  is  calculated  to 
create  a prejudice  against  me,  there  is  no  foundation  whatever,  as  can  clearly  be  shown,  it 
the  Committee  think  it  a fit  subject  for  inquiry;  od  the  contrary,  I endeavoured  to  discharge 
roy  duties  without  giving  just  cause  of  offence  to  any  one,  and  was  never  charged  with  having 
givmi  offence,  so  far  as  I am  aware,  until  the  appearance  of  my  letter  of  the  6th  March,  in 
confirmation  of  some  of  Captain  Wynne’s  statements. 

O-iog.  5 F 2 No 
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Statement  deli- 
vered in  by  Mr, 
Gamble, 

6 May  1847. 


No  allusion  was  made  in  the  debates  in  Parliament  to  any  offensive  conduct  on  my  part, 
when  my  name  was  mentioned  with  approbation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Honourable  Members  further  complain  of  the  frequent  unwarrantable  language  used  • 
bv  me,  as  respects  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  constituents  of  your  Members. 

'This  is  also  a charge  never  before  advanced  against  me;  and  it  will  at  once  appear  that 
there  is  no  statement  regarding  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  constituents  of  the  Honour- 
able Members  in  the  extracts  given  from  my  letters. 


EXTRACTS  of  LETTERS  and  Newspaper  Reports  of  Proceedings  in  the  County 
of  Clare,  during  and  subsequent  to  the  time  Captain  Wynne  was  engaged  there  as 
Inspecting  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  Relief  of  Distress. 


Extracts  from  Letters  of  Captain  Gordon,  Inspecting  Officer,  West  Clare. 

Ennis,  30  January  1847. 

Extracts  from  I am  quite  disgusted  with  the  committees,  and  there  is  an  air  of  intimidation  through  the 

Letters  of  Captain  country ; however,  be  assured  I will  not  give  in  to  one  of  them. 

Gordon.  . 

Ennis,  3 February  1847. 

You  can  have  no  idea  of  the  way  the  committees  are  endeavouring  to  force  every  person 
on  the  works  ; in  fact,  each  district 'is  trying  to  get  the  largest  share  of  the  money. 


13  February  1847. 

My  almost  entire  time  this  week  has  been  taken  up  with  the  committees,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  o-et  the  revised  lists.  The  committees,  as  usual,  are  trying  to  force  every  person  on 
the  works,  and  it  requires  constant  care  to  prevent  them ; some  little  tillage  is  going  on 
about  Ballyoughan,  and  on  the  road  from  that  place  to  Ennis,  but  in  other  parts  it  is  quite 
suspended.  At  Crusheen  I observed  an  advertisement,  stating  there  were  4,000  stone  of 
potatoes  for  seed  at  Roxburgh,  in  Galway,  at  2s.  Gel.  a stone. 


14  February  1847. 

Corcomroe. — No  lists  have  come  from  Killoraght,  but  the  committee  are  making  them  • 
out,  and  in  fact,  they  begin  to  see  the  necessity  of  making  up  their  registry ; and  I lost  no 
opportunity  to  explain  to  them  that  the  whole  blame  of  having  so  many  destitute  off  the 
works  rested  upon  their  having  so  many  comfortable  farmers  on  to  their  exclusion. 

Hurren. — I regret  to  say  many  comfortable  men  are  upon  the  works,  excluding  many 
actually  destitute,  and  it  was  fully  explained  to  the  committees  that  if  any  families  died  of 
starvation,  the  fault  would  be  theirs. 

In  several  instances  farmers  put  their  servants’  boys  upon  the  works,  and  made  them 
hand  over  their  wages  to  them. 

I have  been  endeavouring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  reduce  the  numbers  employed,  which 
could  easily  be  done  if  I received  fair  returns ; but  it  is  quite  impossible  ; since  I may  take 
off  300  names,  and  in  another  fortnight  they  are  sent  in  in  a disguised  form,  and  get  upon 
the  works  by  means  of  misrepresentation  and  concealing  their  families  and  circumstances. 

I am  turning  the  farmers  off  the  works  who  have  any  stock  ; and  I cannot,  except  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  employ  more  than  one  out  of  a family  of  six ; but  I cannot  succeed 
even  in  this,  since  the  committees  seeing  it,  put  the  father  at  the  beginning  of  the  snee  , 
a son  lower  down,  and,  after  more  names,  another,  and  so  on. 

Some  families  have,  consequently,  all  employed  ; and  others,  only  one.  . 

In  other  places  undue  influence  is  used,  and  parties  are  paid  to  return  men  in  comforta  e 
circumstances ; in  fact,  nothing  can  be  worse ; and  instead  of  the  actually  destitute  receiving 
the  relief  meant  solely  for  them,  and  which  would  afford  it  in  an  ample  manner,  the  com- 
mittees have  almost  invariably  looked  after  the  parties  whom  the  Government  never  mtenae 
should  have  been  on  the  works,  and  they  have  frustrated,  in  every  way,  the  carrying  ou  0 
a measure  which  would  amply  meet  every  real  case  of  destitution  in  the  country. 


Ennis,  21  February  1846. 

I must  go  to  Ennistimon  again  to-morrow,  as  I can  really  do  nothing  with  that  committee, 
and  cannot  get  correct  lists  ; in  fact,  as  I have  often  stated,  there  is  not  one  committee  m 
my  district  that  has  acted  upon  the  instructions,  and  the  Ennistimon  Union  worse  tlian 
any.  At  this  present  moment  there  are  no  data  to  go  upon,  no  registries  of  destitute  be,n» 
correctly  kept,  and  in  most  cases  there  are  none  at  all.  I am  trying  to  get  them  made  our, 
but  I fear,  without  success  in  most  cases. 


27  February  1847. 

On  Monday  I proceeded  to  Ennistimon,  and  took  off  244  persons  who  were  at  wor", 
and  who  had  cattle  and  land.  _ 

On  Friday  visited  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor,  aud  pointed  out  the  names  of  perso 
on  the  works  comparatively  comfortable. 
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REPORT  upon  Proceedings  in  West  Clare,  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 

Sir>  . T T « , ± Ennis,  28  February  1847. 

About  the  end  of  January,  I found  that  an  additional  list  of  some  800  names  had  been 
sent  in  by  the  Ennistimon  committee,  without  there  being  any  lists  of  the  persons  already 
at  work ; I accordingly  sent  the  letter  (No.  1)  to  chairman  of  the  committee,  and,  after  a 
lapse  of  some  time,  I again  called  upon  the  committee,  through  the  secretary  (No.  8),  for 
a list  of  those  upon  the  works,  finding  that  many  very  destitute  persons  had  been  neglected 
their  places  being  occupied  by  those  whom  the  Government  never  intended  shoufd  have 
received  relief  under  the  Act. 

Captain  Fishbourne  and  myself  attended  a meeting  of  the  committee  at  Ennistimon  on 
the  8th,  and  (as  I duly  reported  to  the  Board)  took  down  names  ourselves,  and  ordered  the 
check  clerks  to  give  every  assistance  to  the  committee.  I received  the  additional  recom- 
mendations on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  (without  the  lists  I had  before  called  for).  On 
Monday,  the  22d,  I proceeded  to  Ennistimon,  and  found  that  the  check  clerks  had  very 
properly  sent  in  lists  of  persons  on  each  of  their  works,  stating,  as  far  as  they  knew  the 
circumstances  of  each  ; and  from  this  information  I was  enabled  to  take  off  244  names/  and 
make  room  for  the  destitute.  The  men  have  been  struck  off,  and  without  any  difficulty 
although  there  were  complaints,  and  which  may  have  caused  the  re-employment  of  some’ 
1G  persons.  In  some  of  these  I found  the  check  clerks  had  taken  off  the  poor  men  and  left 
on  the  rich  men,  where  the  same  names  occurred  on  the  work.  This  has  been  taken 
notice  of. 

On  Thursday  last  I again  visited  Ennistimon,  and  found  even  on  the  additional  lists  many 
wretched  objects  had  been  omitted.  Captain  Fishbourne  and  myself  took  down  a few 
names,  and  made  these  persons  name  others,  more  comfortable.  This  was  repeated  ao-ain 
on  Friday  evening,  but  the  people  crowded  in  so  much,  that  we  could  not  go  on  for  fear  of 
imposition.  We  placed  some  eight  persons,  very  destitute,  upon  the  works,  and  obtained 
information  to  cause  the  dismissal,  until  further  inquiry,  of  the  cases  named  in  enclosed 
No.  2 ; and  I think  that  now  this  system  may  be  gone  on  with,  and  improper  persons 
removed.  An  accurate  census  has  been  taken  for  Clooney,  and  many  destitute  persons  will 
take  the  place  of  the  more  comfortable. 

On  the  31st  January  I wrote  two  letters  (extract  enclosed),  Nos.  3 and  4,  to  the  chairman 
and  secretary  of  the  Fisher-street  committee,  as  also  No.  5,  Mr.  Morris,  on  the  6th  February. 
The  Board  may  therefore  judge  of  my  surprise  then,  on  visiting  Ennistimon  on  Thursday 
. last,  I found  that  some  hundreds  of  women  had  been  placed  upon  the  works  in  Killilagh, 
by  tickets,  signed  by  three  members  of  the  committee,  viz.  Mr.  Francis  Macnamara,  j.=p., 
of  Arran  View,  Rev.  M.  Conolly,  and  by  another  member,  who  only  put  his  initials. 

These  I understand  were  only  a portion  of  the  tickets.  I quite  exonerate  Mr.  Morris,  the 
engineer,  from  all  blame,  since  he  had  given  the  order,  and  was  as  much  surprised  and 
annoyed  as  I was.  On  the  11th  February,  seeing  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  lists  from 
the  parish  of  Killilagh,  I wrote  the  letter  (No.  G)  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  whicli  the  check  clerks 
delayed  complying  with. 

On  Friday  morning  I attended  the  Liscannor  committee,  and  found,  although  the  lists  had 
been  revised  by  me  yesterday,  very  improper  persons  remained  upon  the  works,  and  among 
others,  a man  of  the  name  of  Andrew  Considine  (a  relative  of  one  of  the  committee),  who 
lives  close  to  the  committee-room  (about  300  paces).  This  man  has  only  himself  and  son 
to  support,  and  had  with  himself  his  ass  employed.  He  sold  since  14  barrels  of  barley,  has 
plenty  left  to  support  himself,  and  is  a comfortable  man. 

At  the  same  time  numbers  of  starving  objects  have  been  omitted,  never  having  been 
returned,  whilst  the  richer  classes  had  not  been  forgotten,  and  I enclose  a Paper  containing 
the  names  of  a few  of  them  (No.  7). 

A census  is  being  made  out,  and  I am  sure  that  the  Rev.  J.  Shannon,  p.p.,  is  doing  all  he 
can  to  arrange  matters,  and  get  the  destitute  to  work. 

On  reaching  the  first  work  in  Killilagh,  I found  large  crowds  of  women  in  two  different 
quarries  breaking  stones,  upon  the  tickets  before  alluded  to ; and  having  obtained  one  of 
the  check  clerk’s  books  as  a guarantee  of  having  the  names  of  the  parties  at  work,  I made 
him  promise  the  lists  of  the  road  by  the  evening,  and  ordered  all  the  check  clerks  into  Ennis- 
timon. I found  that  the  tickets  had  been  forced  upon  them,  and  I explained  that  I would 
only  be  induced  to  look  over  their  offence  according  to  the  way  in  which  their  lists  were 
uiade  out ; and  I have  now  obtained  them  so  perfect,  that  I intend  going  to  Fisher-street 
in  order  to  revise  them,  since  I find  in  many  cases,  six  and  even  seven  employed  out  of  the 
same  family.  I ordered  all  persons  placed  upon  the  works  since  the  13th  February  to  be 
dismissed.  I am  quite  certain  all  this  occurred  without  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Macna- 
mara,  of  Doolen,  who  has  been  most  anxious  to  give  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

I have  ordered  four  of  the  check  clerks  in  Killilagh  to  be  removed  to  another  locality.  • 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  Henry  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 

Ennis,  2 March. 

Since  writing  the  enclosed  I have  been  to  Ennistimon,  and  was  on  my  way  to  Fisher- 
street,  but  found  that  circumstances  had  occurred  to  prevent  the  meeting  of  the  committee. 
I met  the  secretary  at  Lisdoonvarna,  and  explained  to  him  my  intention  of  reducing  the 
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Report  upon  Pro- 
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numbers  employed  at  Killilagb,  and  of  acting  upon  the  lists  I procured  from  the  check  clerks. 
Accordingly  I struck  off  upwards  of  800  persons  owning  land,  stock,  and  some  valued  over 
10 1.  bv  tlie  poor-law  valuation,  none  of  whom  should  ever  have  been  employed. 

This  day  I attended  the  Ennistimon  committee,  and  it  vvas  agreed  that  a census  for  Kil- 
manalieen  should  he  taken  without  delay,  and  I have  received  much  assistance  from  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  and  Dr.  Shannon.  I have  also  acted  upon  the  census  for  Clooney,  aud 
have  taken  off  194  persons  holding  land  and  cattle,  and  placed  on  164  destitute  instead. 

On  Monday  new  lists  were  called  in  Burren  for  Aghtinama  and  Abbey,  revised  in  Eunis 
from  the  committee  lists,  and  some  600  persons  turned  off  the  works. 

The  Board  may  have  some  idea  of  the  members  of  the  Lisdoonvarna  committee  when 
three  of  them  viz.  Connor  O’Loughlin,  Luke  Macnamara,  and  Denis  Nevill,  are  employed 
as  o-anoers  at  Os.  per  week,  and  another  member  is  a check  clerk. 

fn  one  townland  in  Liscannor  (Kilispuglinane),  Anthony  Deale,  who  has  money,  cows,  six 
sheep,  and  land,  had  two  at  work,  and  also  a mule.  Denis  Gallagher,  alluded  to  iu  Return 
No.  7,’  was  also  at  work. 

(signed)  II.  (xordon, 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  See.  &c.  Captain  59th  Regiment. 


(No.  1.) 

gjr  Ennis,  31  Jauuary  1847. 

I I!  EG  RET  my  inability  to  return  any  more  men  for  employment  in  the  parishes  of  Kilrna- 
nalieen  and  Clooney,  until  I receive  the  lists  of  those  at  work,  as  the  list  lately  received  only 
contains,  I imagine,  additional  names. 

(signed)  II.  Gordon, 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Captain  59th  Regiment. 

Ennistimon. 


(True  copy.) 

(signed)  H.  Gordon,  Captain. 


(No.  2.) 

Mar.y  Lysagiit,  Biddy  Lysaglit,  Margaret  Lysaght,  Paddy  Lysaght,  of  Bogberry,  of 
one  family.  Father  has  laud,  seven  acres,  two  cows,  and  some  com. 

John  Meade,  Richard  Meade,  Tom  Meade : all  employed,  out  of  a family  of  four,  one  as 
check  clerk,  and  the  ass  is  guided  by  Tom. 

Pat  Quealy,  wife  and  child  : three  in  family,  all  employed,  of  Cullura  Cross. 

John  M'Carthy,  wife  and  four  children : all  employed,  six  in  family. 

And  many  others  of  a similar  nature. 

(signed)  H.  Gordon,  Captain  59th. 


(No.  3.) 

Sir,  Ennis,  30  January  1847. 

I have  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  my  not  being  furnished 
with  any  relief  lists  from  the  parishes  of  Kilsliunny  and  Killilagh.  . 

I enclose  some  printed  forms,  which  I would  feel  obliged  by  your  filling  in,  arranging  the 
townlands  separately,  and  inserting  age,  number  in  family,  and  stock.  . 

I will  readily  give  the  committee  every  assistance  to  employ  all  the  actually  destitute, 
but  I am  unable  to  do  so,  from  the  absence  of  the  necessary  lists. 

I am,  See. 

Chairman  of  the  (signed)  H.  Gordon,  Captain  59th. 

Fisher-street  Relief  Committee. 


(No.  4.) 

(Extract.) 

Sir, 

I beg  to  return  the  enclosed  list,  since  no  more  persons 
the  lists  of  those  at  work,  and  about  which  1 have  written 
&c. 

(signed) 

Rev.  M.  Conolly,  R.  C.  C.,  Secretary, 

Relief  Committee,  Fisher-street. 


Ennis,  31  January  1847. 
can  be  employed  until  I receive 
to  the  chairman  this  morning, 

H.  Gordon,  Captain  59th. 


Sir,  (N°'  5,)  Ennis,  6 February  1847.  ^ 

I have  to  request  you  will  not  allow  any  men  to  be  placed  upon  the  relief  works  in  you 
district  until  you  receive  the  lists  from  me.  ,m 

I have  written  to  the  committee,  to  say  I cannot  allow  the  last  list  to  be  acted  upon 
I receive  the  names  of  those  already  employed.  . 

(signed)  H.  Gordon,  Captam  59th. 

C.  Moms,  Esq.,  C.  E.,  Ennistimon. 
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(No.  6.) 

gjr  Bally  vaughan,  11  February  1847. 

Since  I find  I may  not  get  in  for  a considerable  time  the  lists  of  destitute  from  the 
rjavish  of  Killilagh,  and  as  they  have  far  more  than  their  nroportion  at  work,  I would  wish 
that  you  send  for  all  the  check  clerks  in  that  parish,  and  tell  them  I expect  they  will  at 
once  furnish  lists  of  every  person  employed  on  their  respective  works,  stating  towuland,  age, 
number  in  family,  and,  according  to  further  information,  such  as  classifying  the  families 
together  returning  to  me  acreage,  cattle,  or  any  memoranda.  I will  consider  the  efficiency 
ofeach  check  clerk  by  his  return,  and  recommend  the  increase  of  salary  or  otherwise. 

By  getting  this  done  at  once,  and  sending  me  the  lists,  you  will  greatly  oblige  me,  &c. 

(signed)  H.  Gordon,  Captain  59th. 

C.  Morris,  Esq.,  C.  E.,  Ennistimon. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Report  upon  Pro- 
ceedings in  West 
Clare. 


(No.  7.) 


A r»roc 

A„„ 

Towuland. 

returned. 

they  have. 

— 

Widow  Reidy  - 
Michael  Henly 
Richard  lenane  - 
John  Lenane  - 
James  Liuane  - 

Martin  Naylor  ... 

Pat  Fitzpatrick  - 

Denis  Gallaher  - 

Denis  Vaughan  - 

Widow  Flanagan  - 
(See  enclosed  sheet.) 

John  Considine  - 

John  Kennedy  - 

Mich.  Kennedy  - 

Mich.  Lacey  - 

Widow  Rourke  - 

Widow  Vaughan  - 

Martin  Kinnane  - 

Peter  Sexter  - 

James  Dromy  - 

David  Nealon  (lie  is  a steward) 

Pat  Kennedy  - - - 

James  Considine  - 

Daniel  Considine  - 

Denis  Liddy  - 

Widow  Gislane  - 

Pat  O’Brien  (Denis) 

John  Carmocly  - 
J ohn  Roach  - 
George  Greene 
Thomas  Neagle  - 
George  Vaughan  - 
Pat  Neagle  - 


Caslenduff 


Derry 


Kilispuglinane 


Ballyheanee  - 


Ballyoordan  - 


Rannagh 


Loughlane 


Ballyatten 


9 

7 


10 

19 

0 

ID 


4 

4 

16  J 
7 ~ 
12 
10 
9 

25 

25 

10 

10 

5 


3 

9 

7 

5 

13 


12 


26 

17 

7 

8 
8 

12 

16 

26 

11 

19 


11 
11 
16  h 
8 

12 
10 
9 
9 
25 
7 
10 
10 
25 
11 
27 
10 
16  J 
30 
14 
22 
14 


Variation. 


£.  J.  d. 
10  10  - 
11  18  - 
10  10  - 
10  10  - 
10  10  - 
17  19  - 
15  - - 
23  - - 
11  10  - 


13  - - 
15  18  - 
15  18  - 

13  4 - 
9 12  - 

14  9 - 
10  16  - 
10  0 - 

11  4 - 
24  10  - 
10  4 - 
10  14  - 
10  3 - 
39  8 - 

12  6 - 

15  - - 
13  12  - 
26  4 - 
20  10  - 
12  10  - 
13  10  - 
12  10  - 


And  18  more  names  are  returned,  valuing  at  from  10 Z.  to  21 Z.  14s. 

In  making  the  above  return  of  valuation,  I took  my  information  from  the  valuation  books,  and, 
although  one  or  two  errors  may  have  occurred,  yet  I think  it  may  be  relied  on. 

(signed)  H-  Gordon,  Captain. 


(No.  8.) 

gjr  Ennis,  6 February  1847. 

I Hi4E  to  call  your  immediate  attention  to  the  necessity  of  my  being  furnished  with  the  lists 
for  Clooney  and  Kilmanaheen  of  those  on  the  works,  and  be  assured  immediately  i wiU  send 
out  directions  to  act  upon  the  supplemental  lists,  and  will  do  all  I can  to  get  the  unfortunate 
people  to  work,  which  cannot  be  done  imtil  I receive  the  lists,  and  which  1 expect  daily. 

(signed)  H.  Gordon, 

Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Captain  59th. 

Ennistimon. 


0-105. 


5*4 
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Specimens  op  Relief  Labour  Tickets* 

Report  upon  Pro- 
ceedings in  West 
Clare. 

Margt.  Hovvley- 

M.  Connolly. 

Cathrine  Booke. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Marg.  O’Brien. 

M.  Connolly. 

Biddy  Nestor. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Ellen  Hoole. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Nancy  Glynn. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Honor  Drourv  Poulmagan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Sulivan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Margt.  Russell. 

1VI.  M‘D. 

Mgt.  Flangan. 

M.  Connolly. 

Widow  Ruffe. 

M.  M'D. 

Mary  Roach. 

M.  M'D. 

Worry  Killorey. 

M.  Connolly,  See. 

Bridgt.  and  Mary  Donohue. 

M.  M'D. 

Mary  Whelan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Bridget  Hayes. 

M.  M'D. 

Honor  Linican. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Ellen  Scales. 

M.  M'D. 

Biddy  Turney. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Judy  Quealy. 

M.  M'D. 

Bridget  Doherty. 

M.  M‘D. 

Mary  Lyne. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Widow  Carley. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  Sheehan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Kate  Donohu,  Park. 

M.  M'D. 

Peggy  Flanagan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Brgt.  Fitzpatrick. 

T.  M. 

Biddy  O’Brien. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Nernvile. 

M.  M'D. 

Honor  Flanagan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Ann  Nicholson. 

M.  Connolly. 

Mrs.  Connoll. 

M.  M'D. 

Widow  O’Brien. 

M.  M'D. 

Bridgt.  Howley. 

. M.  M'D. 

Kelly  Williams. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mrs.  Daly. 

M.  Connolly. 

Widow  Moloney. 

M.  M'D. 

Magt.  Hone. 

M.  Connolly. 

Betty  Cross. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Bridgt.  Quealy. 

M.  M'D. 

Honor  Kinnan. 

M . Connolly,  Sec. 

Honor  Matthews. 

M.  Connolly* 

Margt.  Comsole. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Crafford. 

. 

M.  Connolly* 

• Each  of  these  tickets  was  on  a separate  scrap  of  paper. 
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Mary  Conell. 

M.  Connolly. 

Mary  Boyle. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

John  Flaherty. — The  Widow  Shannon  is 
the  most  destitute  in  the  parish  ; let  her  work 
in  the  most  convenient  place,  also  her  two 
daughters.  Honor  and  Mary. 

M.  Connolly. 

Kate  Tulvey. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Winey  Cross. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  O’Loghlin. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Peggy  Shanon. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Sheelia. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Murlough. 

M.  M‘D. 

Sally  Flanagan. 

M.  M‘D. 

Norry  Macnamara. 

M.  M‘D. 

Mary  Boyle. 

M.  M‘D. 

Kate  O’Loghlin. 

M.  MOD. 

Mary  Sheedy. 

M.  M‘D. 

Honor  Woods. 

M.  Connolly. 

Biddy  Danahu. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Honor  Daly. 

M.  Connolly. 

Joanna  O’Brien. 

M.  Connolly. 

Mary  O’Halley. 

M.  MOD. 

Mary  Donohoe. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Egan. 

M.  Connolly,.  Sec. 

Sorry  Macnamara. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  Connor. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Honor  Dracony. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Bridget  Doolan. 

M.  M‘D. 

Mary  Madigan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Nancy  Salmon. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Widow  Kevin. 

J.  Fitzpatrick. 

Mary  O’Connor. 

M.  MOD. 

Peggy  Donohoe. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Margt.  and  Mary 

M'Mahon. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Eliza  Scales. 

M.  M'D. 

Mary  O’Brien. 

M.  M‘D. 

Mary  Galnan. 

T.  M. 

Biddy  Donnelly. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Kelly. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec- 

Josiah  Flanagan. 

M.  MOD. 

Ann  Kean. 

M.  Connolly. 

Margt.  Dillon. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Jude  Hayes. 

M.  Connolly,  See. 

Anne  O’Brien. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Bridgt.  Moloney. 

M.  M'D. 

Biddy  Doherty. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  Loran. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Widow  Thynne. 

M.  M'D. 

Judy  Flanagan. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Jane  Cross. 
5<J 

M.  Connolly,  Sec, 

Appendix  (B.) 

Report  upon  Pro- 
ceedings in  Wait 
Clare. 
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Margt.  Kerin. 
Nancy  Boyle. 

M.  M‘D. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  Moroney. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Bridget  Fitzgerald. 

M.  Connolly. 

Mary  Dunne. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Brgt.  Fitzgerald. 

M.  Connolly. 

Margrt.  Howard. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec- 

Biddy  Moloney. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Honoro  M'Keen. 
Juddy  White. 

Kate  Cross. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Margt.  Carty. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Biddy  Power. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Kate  Kilmolin. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  Fitzgerald. 

M.  M‘D. 

Nancy  Connor. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Anne  Flanagan. 

M.  M‘D. 

Biddy  Kinnore. 

M.  M‘D. 

Mary  Kilmartin. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Betty  Macnamara. 

M.  Connolly,  Sec. 

Mary  O’Loghlin. 

M.  Connolly. 

CafhariueMTnheeny,ofCashadonie,  wants 
work  on  Doolan  line ; she  is  a poor  distressed 
woman  ; has  no  way  to  support  her ; she  is 
in  great  want.  She  worked  three  weeks  on 
the  line,  and  was  discharged,  her  name  not 
been  on  a second  list  sent  to  the  steward. 


Take  Peter  Carrucan  in  place  of  his  father 
Pat  Carrucan.  * 

9 Jan.  1847.  T.  Macnamara. 

Chairman. 

John  White, — Take  the  bearer,  James 
Macnamara,  who  is  on  the  Ballanalakin  road 
to  Lough  line  of  work,  where  was,  beino-  far 
his  house  in  Fisher-sheet. 

12  Jan.  1847.  T.  Macnamara. 

Darby  Farty  to  work. 

8 Feb.  1847.  T.  Macnamara. 

Monday,  22  Feb.  1847.—  Michl.  Bir- 
mingham, check. 

Mary  Dillane, — She  is  sent  to  break  stones, 
by  Mr.  Thrales,  to  the  quarry. 

M.  O’Loughlin. 

Nance  Hagan,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847- 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Nagle,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847- 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  O’Connor,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Davis,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T:  Macnamara. 


Catherine  Drorey,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb.  1847. 


T.  Macnamara. 


Bridget  Butler,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 


T.  Macnamara. 


Jane  Molony,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Hanna  Moloney,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Kitty  Bevan,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  O’Conner,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Neagle,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


Arran  View,  8 Jan.  1847. 

Sir, — I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  hill  you  previously  indorsed  for  Thos. 
Williams.  I presented  it  for  payment,  and 
received  the  proceeds  from  the  Manager  of 
the  Bank  in  Ennis,  which  money  I handed 
Thos.  Williams,  and  in  consequence  . . . 

[torn]  .... 


Ellen  O’Connor,  to  break  stones.- 15  Feb. 
847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Barnes,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
847. 

T.  Macnamara. 
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Nel  Molony,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

'T.  Macnamara. 

Honor  Macnamara,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  O’Connor,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Fitzgerald,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Kate  Moloney,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Macnamara,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Hogan,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Akern,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Bridget  Carrucan,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Glyn,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Curten,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Hanagan,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


Mary  0 ’Brine,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Killery,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Nancy  Kean,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

B^ddy  Magher,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 

T.  Macnamara. 


1847. 


Mary  Molony,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
*847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Nat  Kiunaine,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
*847. 


T.  Macnamara. 


0*105. 


Ann  Dealy,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Macnamara,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Carty,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Nance  O’Loglilin,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Margaret  O’Conner,  to  break  stones.— 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Considen,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  O’Conner,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Morarty  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Catherine  O’Loughlin,  to  break  stones. — 
15  Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Catherine  Toran,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Eliza  Byrns,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Corny,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Carroll,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Maiy  Howard,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Driscol,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Shannon,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Dealy,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1.847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Ready,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Report  upon  Pro- 
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Mary  Bums,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1047. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Callanan,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


Mary  Cullinan,to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Griffy  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847° 

T.  Macnamara. 

Kitty  Dealy,  to  break  stones.— la  Feb. 
3 847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Murray,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
3.847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Biddy  Quin,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


Mary  O’Brien,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847, 

T.  Macnamara. 


Peg  Sharry,  to  break  stones.— 15  Feb 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Jane  Divett,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Nance  Holwly,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Hays,  to  break  stones — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Ellen  Devenport,  to  break  stones. — 15 
Feb. 1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Catherine  Morris,  is  to  break  stones  on  the 
public  works. — 15  Feb.  1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Mary  Howby,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 

Peg  Donougho,  to  break  stones. — 15  Feb. 
1847. 

T.  Macnamara. 


LIST  FOR  EMPLOYMENT. 


•John  Considine  - (omitted  H.  G.) 

Widow  O'Dea  - - - 

Austin  Cusiia  »/ 

Patt  Neylon  - - - */ 

Michael  Kennedy  Bunfill  - 
James  Rourke  - - - -s/ 

Michael  Coree  V 

Janies  Crowe  (omitted  on  the  ori- 
ginal list,  H.  G.) 
- (ditto,  H.  G.) 


(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
- ' 

(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G ■) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 


Pat  Hayes 
Widow  Carroll 
•Michael  Lacey  - 
•Widow  Roche  - 
Conor  O’Loughlin 
Murty  M’lnerheny 
•Widow  Voughan 
•Martin  Kumaine 
•Peter  Sexton 
Anthony  6exton  (ditto 

ginal  list,  H.  G.) 
Lary  Healy  ,/ 

■James  Doony  - (ditto,  H.  G.) 
James  M'Inerheny  - - </ 

Pat  JLacey  - - (ditto,  H.  G.) 

Denis  Liddy  - (ditto  in  the  ori- 
ginal list,  H.  G.) 


Richard  Nagle 
John  Laheene 
James  O’Dea 
•Daniel  Neylan  - 
•Pat  Kennedy  - 
Pat  Hokey 
Pal  M'Zeige 
Tom  Kelly 
John  Kelly 
Pat  Walsh  - 
Widow  Sweeny  - 
•.Tames  Considine 
Pat  Conlan  • 
•Daniel  Considine 


(ditto,  H.  G.) 

•y 


(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 


(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  II.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 
(ditto,  H.  G.) 


Number 


obtaining 

Livelihood. 


(if  any). 


Number 

mended. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


None  at  work. 

One  at  work. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

None  at  work. 

One  at  work. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

Has  none  at  work. 

- ditto. 

Has  a man  at  work. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

Has  none  at  work. 

- ditto. 

Has  a man  at  work. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

Has  none  at  work. 
Has  a man  at  work. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


Has  a man 

- ditto. 

. ditto. 

• ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


Dated  oth  day  of  January  1847. 


Signature  of  the  Chairman. 
Signature  of  Inspecting  Officer, 
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Ennistimon  Union,  Ennistimon,  

6 April  1847.  RePort  upon  Pro- 

\Vixh  reference  to  ray  report  of  the  28th  February,  I have  now  to  enclose  a corrected  claret  " LSt 

return,  since  a few  of  the  parties  had  given  up  their  land,  although  their  names  still  appear  

in  the  poor-law  valuation  at  the  union  poorhouse. 

At  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  at  Liscannor,  yesterday  (Sunday),  after  entering  at 
length  into  the  new  measures,  I moved  that  the  freeholders  be  immediately  turned  off  the 
works,  since  they  never  should  have  been  on,  and  this  would  make  room  for  the  destitute. 

I was  opposed  in  this  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  who  said  they  were  destitute. 

Many  of  them  are  consequently  at  work,  even  now  after  the  reduction,  and  I found  poor 
men  omitted.  Among  others,  a wretched  object  came  before  the  committee,  by  name  John 
M‘ Mahon  (Silver),  of  Knoclenaraher.  The  excuse  urged  was,  that  he  had  only  two  in 
family,  but  I explained  that  he  should,  of  course,  have  received  assistance  before  the  per- 
sons before  alluded  to,  and  before  two  other  men,  who  reside  in  Liscannor,  one  by  name 
John  Quanly,  who  has  property  in  houses,  and  the  other,  William  Murray,  a pensioner, 
and  who  has  other  means.  Both  these  men,  however,  were  dismissed  a few  days  ago. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  persons  who  are  freeholders,  I will  mention  one  of  those  last 
registered,  viz.,  Peter  Harvey,  of  Ballymaclinam,  and  who,  I understand,  was  sworn  to  have 
a freehold  upon  one  acre  of  land ! ! He  has  six  in  family,  and  even  now  two  employed. 


Number 


Residence ; 


N A M E S. 


Family. 


Widow  Rildy 
Michael  Healy  - 
Richard  Linnane 
John  Li  miane 
James  Linnane  - 
Martin  Naylon  - 


Townland. 


Carhuduff 


Pat  Fitzpatrick  - 
Denis  Gallahir  - 
Denis  Vaughan  - 
Widow  Flanagan 
John  Considine  - 
John  Kennedy  - 
Michael  Kennedy 
Michael  Lacey  - 
Widow  Roche 
Widow  Vaughan 
Martin  Kinane  - 


12 

8 


10 

11 

7 

5 


Kilispuglinane  - 


Ballyheane 


Ballyvordan 


Peter  Sexton 
James  Drouey 


8 

5 


David  Neulon 
Pat  Kennedy 
James  Considine  - 
Daniel  Considine 
Denis  Liddy 
Widow  Gistane  - 
Pat  O’Brien 
John  Carmody 
John  Roche 


11 

5 

10 

9 


Ranagli  - 


8 

5 

7 

4 

5 


Loughldue 


George  Green 
James  Neagle 
George  Vaughan 
Pat  Nagle  - 
Bichard  Nagle  - 
John  Vaughan  - 
Michael  Vaughan 
Tom  Guthery 
Daniel  Guthery  - 
Thomas  Considine 
John  Walsh 


5 

2 

11 

5 

6 
9 
S 


8 


Ballycotton 


Kinctly  - 
Bally  Volohan  - 


Peter  M'Keene  - 
James  O’Connor  - 
Michael  O’Connor 
Tim  Flanagan  - 
Thomas  Kinnane 
William  Leahy  - 
Pat  Kinnane  ... 


8 Clahanes  - 

11  „ 

12  „ - - 

9 Ballyveislane  - 

8 „ 

9 „ 

9 „ 


John  Corry 
Thomas  O’Loughlin 
Michael  Kinnane 


Listorkan  - 
Ballyveislane  - 


Quantity  of 

returned 
as  possessed 
of. 

Actual 

Quantity 

Possession. 

Valuation. 

At.m 

£•  s-  d. 

•> 

26 

10  10  - 

9 

17 

11  S - 

7 

7 

10  10  - 

8 

10  10  - 

8 

10  10  - 

8 

12 

17  10  - 

10 

16 

15  - - 

26 

23  - - 

C 

11 

11  10  - 

19 

19 

25  - - 

12 

12 

13  - - 

4 

11 

15  IS  - 

4 

22 

15  18  - 

16  i 

13  4 - 

8 

9 12  - 

12 

14  19  - 

10 

to 

10  16  - 

9 

10  6 - 

9 

11  4 - 

25 

24  10  - 

25 

10  4 - 

10 

10  4 - 

10 

10  2 - 

5 

25 

39  8 - 

3 

10 

13  12  - 

7 

16  1 

26  4 - 

30 

20  10  - 

14 

12  10  - 

13  10  - 

12 

14 

12  10  - 

11 

14 

12  10  - 

5 

17  10  - 

5 

17  G - 

0 

19 

34  12  - 

c 

19 

34  12  - 

16 

19 

10  - - 

4 

19 

10  - - 

7 

10  4 - 

12  4 - 

5 

7 

12  4 - 

12 

17  3 - 

9 

10  10  - 

7 

10  10  - 

3 

9 

10  10  - 

16 

20  - - 

15 

21  14  - 

6 

C 

7 6 9 

Freeholder. 
. dittos 


Has  given  seven  acres  to  son-in-law. 


- - Has  also  a property  in  Burren. 
He  drew  the  wages  of  his  servant 
boy,  as  reported. 

- - This  man  has  no  land.  I took 
the  previous  information  out  of  va- 
luation. 


This  man  has  given  up  20  acres. 
Has  no  land. 

- ditto. 


Freeholder. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

. ditto. 

• ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


O.I05. 


5G3 
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Appendix  (B.) 

Extracts  from 
Letters  of  Captain 
Gordon. 


Extracts  from  LETTERS  of  Captain  Gordon. 

Ennis,  5 March  1847. 

Since  my  arrival  in  Clare  as  inspecting  officer,  I have  used  every  endeavour  to  turn  all 
farmers  off  the  works,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  I have  received  no  assistance  from  the  gentry 
or  committees  (except  in  a few  instances)  to  effect  this  object. 

The  consequence  is,  that  little  or  no  tillage  is  going  on  in  W est  Clare,  and  I would  there- 
fore respectfully  urge  the  necessity  of  compelling  the  committees  to  turn  ofl  all  parties 
boldine  land,  or  furnish  the  inspecting  officer  with  the  information  that  he  may  do  so. 

I am  borne  out  in  this  by  two  facts,  viz.,  that  in  the  parish  of  Ruan,  where  the  works 
were  suspended,  there  is  far  more  cultivation  than  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  and  also  by 
seeing  the  land  being  tilled  in  Clondegad,  near  a work  that  has  lately  been  suspended, 
whilst  the  country  around  is  quite  neglected. 

A strong  circular  would  have  great  effect  to  gain  this  object;  and  a rate  of  wages 
should  be  named,  in  order  that  the  farmers  may  be  able  to  procure  labourers  at  a fair  rate 
of  wages.  

6 March  1847. 

Affairs  have  greatly  changed  since  last  week  ; large  numbers  have  been  taken  off  the 
works,  as  duly  reported,  especially  in  one  district,  Killilagh,  and  also  in  Burren.  I am 
aware  most  serious  responsibility  rests  upon  me  in  the  former  place,  but  I only  removed  the 
persons,  upon  mature  consideration,  from  information  gleaned  from  the  check  clerk,  and,  in 
consequence  of  not  being  able  to  procure  the  necessai'y  lists  from  the  committee. 

No  tillage  of  any  consequence  is  going  on,  and  I am  afraid  no  preparations  made,  and  l 
must  strongly  recommend  that  a fixed  rate  of  wages  should  be  named  that  farmers  shall 
give  the  labourer,  if  taken  off  the  public  works. 

The  committees  in  Corconrroe  give  but  very  limited  assistance  ; the  Liscannor  committee 
have,  however,  made  out  a registry,  and  I hope  we  may  get  on  better.-  I enclose  a commu- 
nication received  from  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  I may  say,  at  present,  there  is  no 
committee  in  Ennistimon. 

In  consequence  of  the  changes  made  upon  the  works,  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  is  far 
from  being  in  a settled  state. 

I have  been  able  this  week  again  to  visit  but  few  works,  since  my  time  was  entirely 
taken  up  with  the  relief  committees,  and  endeavouring  to  reduce  the  numbers  on  the  works 
in  the  various  districts.  Many  abuses  exist,  and  affairs  are  not  improving.  I was  unable 
to  do  anything  last  evening  in  Ennistimon,  since  the  number  of  people  in  the  street  bringing 
tickets  and  petitions  was  beyond  endurance,  and  this  day  I was  again  so  surrounded  that 
it  was  almost  useless  individually  to  attempt  anything. 


Sir,  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  4 March  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  committee  on  yesterday  it  was  resolved,  that  I should  intimate  to 
you  that  the  registry  book  is  now  complete,  and  ready  for  your  inspection,  when  it  may  be 
your  convenience  to  visit  this  committee.  . 

The  destitution  is  daily  on  the  increase  here,  and  the  deaths  from  starvation  are  becoming 
more  numerous.  We  are  of  opinion,  that  instead  of  reducing,  the  numbers  should  be 
increased,  and  on  Government  will  be  the  awful  responsibility.  We  were  led  to  expect 
seed  to  be  given  on  loan  ; the  first  week  of  March  is  nearly  over,  and  no  appearance  o i , 
there  is  as  much  show  of  agricultural  work  now  as  there  was  three  months  ago.  1 wro  e 
last  week  to  the  Commissioners  of  Relief  on  the  subject,  but  they  have  not  yet  replied  o 
my  letter.  I find  my  way  so  beset  with  difficulties,  and  the  hands  of  our  committee  so 
tied  up,  in  regard  of  affording  relief,  that  you  need  not  be  surprised  if  1,  with  other  mem  ’ers 
of  my  committee,  shall  feel  it  incumbent  on  us  to  tender  our  resignation. 

I have,  8tc. 

Captain  Gordon,  Inspecting  Officer.  (signed)  J • Macnamara,  Chairman. 


Ennis,  11  March  1847. 

In  Burren,  however,  the  greatest  reduction  has  taken  place  (the  numbers  I shall  reP0^ 
since  the  greatest  abuses  did  exist.  I am  acting  upon  every  information  I can  get, 
proceed  to  Ballyoughan  early  to-morrow,  in. order  to  have  a further  revision. 

In  Ennistimon  the  greatest  confusion  prevails,  and  there  is,  I may  say,  no  C0!flinIi  ’ 
and  nothing  can  consequently  be  done,  as  some  families  have  all  employed  and  ot 
none.  I intend  to  exert  myself  the  next  week  in  that  place,  and  I hope  the  new  commi 
may  be  at  once  formed. 


13  March  1847. 

The  spring  tillage  has  at  last  commenced  in  some  parts  of  this  union,  and  a ou 
Ballyoughan  and  New  Quay  a fair  quantity  of  wheat  is  sown.  The  least  PrePar^e(V. 
appears  to  have  been  made  about  Ennistimon  itself,  and  the  west  of  that  town.  1Q 
Quay  I observed  that  a large  quantity  of  land  was  preparing  for  potatoes,  which  ^ 

commenced  planting,  and  the  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  every  kind  ot  tar  o 
operations,  and  many  persons  have  left  the  works  to  till  their  lands.  , ^ave 

This  week  has  been  employed  in  reducing  the  list  of  persons  employed,  and 
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been  able  to  make  arrangements  for  this  purpose,  except  at  Kilfenora,  Corofin,  Carran 
and  Ennistimon ; at  the  latter  place  the  greatest  confusion  prevails,  from  there  being;  I 
may  say,  no  committee,  and  the  consequence  is,  no  proper  arrangement  can  be  made. 


20  March  1847. 

I have  been  fully  employed  all  this  week  in  making  preparations  to  reduce  the  number 
employed  by  20  per  cent.,  and  have  this  morning  completed  the  reduction  for  my  union. 
I have  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the  committee  the  absolute  necessity  of  not  giving 
any  assistance  to  those  small  farmers  who  have  not  tilled  their  land,  the  want  of  seed  not 
being  allowed  as  any  excuse,  and  a decided  improvement  has  taken  place,  especially  about 
Miltown  Malbay. 

This  morning  I observed  several  labourers  in  the  fields  digging  their  gardens,  although 
it  is  Sunday. 

The  committees  that  refused  to  take  off  the  20  per  cent,  themselves  were  for  New  Quay, 
Corofin,  and  Kilfenora;  the  Ballyoughan  and  Spaw  committee  did  not  answer  my  commu- 
nication, and  I duly  informed  them  all,  that  by  their  non-co-operation  all  the  responsibility 
fell  upon  themselves. 

The  numbers  taken  off  each  electoral  division  will  be  reported. 


LETTER  from  Captain  Gordon  to  Major  Macnamara,  County  Clare. 

Sii',  Ennistimon,  11  April  1847. 

1 beg  to  enclose  copies  of  answers  forwarded  to  me  this  day  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Liscannor  committee,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  8th  and  9th.  I cannot  admit  of  the  excuse 
concerning  the  policeman,  since  he  lives  next  door  to  the  committee,  and  is  himself  on  their 
lists  as  a destitute  person. 

As  to  Thomas  Kelly  not  being  a freeholder,  I would  state,  such,  I was  informed,  was 
the  case.  I understand  he  has  two  cows. 


(Enclosure.) 

Sir,  Moher,  10  April  1847. 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  Pat  MacDonogli,  a police  constable,  on  discovering  that  two 
sons  of  his  had  been  on  the  works,  I had  them  removed  on  Sunday  last ; but  from  the 
pressure  of  business  on  the  committee,  and  which  obliged  us  to  sit  until  near  eight  o’clock 
that  evening,  we  were  only  enabled  to  name  a substitute  for  one  of  them,  who  was  Pat 
Considine  (Red),  the  poor  fisherman  you  might  have  noticed  while  you  were  with  us. 

Pat  Donnellan  has  been  substituted  for  another  son,  so  that  they  are  now  all  out ; and 
I admit  they  never  should  have  been  on,  but  there  being  so  many  of  that  name  residing  in 
and  about  Liscannor,  I was  notable  to  discover  the  circumstance  until  lately. 

On  the  subject  of  having  persons  who  are  freeholders  discontinued  on  the  works,  I hold 
the  opinion  I gave  on  Sunday  last,  that  every  case  should  be  examined  into,  and  disposed 
of  accordingly ; but  to  a sweeping  dismissal  of  them,  I certainly  shall  not  be  a party, 
surely,  after  two  years’  failure  of  the  potatoes,  by  which  the  sustenance  of  his  family,  and 
of  his  stock  of  every  kind  for  the  winter,  was  destroyed ; and  he  is  now  liable  to  an  expen- 
diture of  over  1 1.  per  week,  which  used  to  be  out  of  the  produce  of  the  freehold.  The 
earning  now  in  a family  under  six  is  5 s.  weekly,  to  meet  the  expenditure,  &c. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed ) J.  Macnamara. 


Sir,  Moher,  11  April  1847. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  received  yesterday,  regarding  Thomas  Kelly  (Pat),  I 
have  to  observe  that  he  is  not  a freeholder  since  the  abolition  of  the  40s.  men  ; nor  has  he 
more  than  one  cow,  and  that  he  would  not  have  if  he  got  sale.  One  of  his  sons,  is  earning 
only  2 s.  per  week’s  hire. 

I have,  &c. 

Captain  Gordon,  Inspecting  "Officer.  (signed)  J.  Macnamara. 


EXTRACT  from  Journal  of  Captain  Gordon,  Inspecting  Officer,  County  Clare,  Union  of 
Ennistimon,  for  the  Week  ending  10  April  1847. 

In  consequence  of  the  continued  suspensions  of  various  works  more  tillage  is  going  on, 
although  it  is  now  very  late  to  sow  any  kind  of  grain  except  barley.  A great  quantity  ot 
potato  seed  remains,  and  they  are  selling  in  this  town  at  from  10c?.  to  Is.  Id.  a stone. 
Meal  has  also  fallen  considerably  in  price,  although  there  is  a great  difference  between  the 
Limerick  markets  and  Cork  at  this  present  time,  it  being  3/.  a ton  higher  in  the  former 
than  in  the  latter  city. 

I attended  the  Liscannor  committee  on  Sunday,  and  as  I duly  reported,  requested  that 
he  freeholders  be  dismissed.  I wrote  again  last  evening  the  enclosure  No.  3.  Many 
°-t05,  5 G 4 abuses 
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Gordon. 


Letter  from 
Captain  Gordon  to 
Major  Macnamara. 


Extract  from 
Journal  of  Captain 
Gordon. 
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AmenilixCBI  abuses  even  still  exist  in  this  district,  and  many  persons  destitute  left  off  wbo  might  be 

“ ''  employed  Although  the  lists  of  destitute  will  be  m by  next  week,  yet  some  committees 

Extract  from  have  not  taken  any  “steps  to  relieve  those  at  present  requiring  assistance. 

Journal  of  Captain  

Gordon. 


(Enclosure.) 

g;r  Ennislimon,  9 April  1847. 

1 HAVE  a o-ain  to  call  your  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  Thomas  Kelly  (Pat),  who, 
although  a freeholder,  has  himself  and  two  sons  at  work  from  Ballyfadeen.  He  is  returned 
as  havfno-  six  acres  of  land,  and  has,  I understand,  two  cows.  If  these  abuses  contiuue 
upon  the  relief  works,  I am  much  afraid  the  new  measures  of  relief  will  be  much 
impeded. 


John  Macnamara,  Esq.,  J.  P. 
Moher. 


1 have,  &c. 

(signed)  II.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 


Extract  of  REPORT  from  Captain  Gordon,  dated  15  April  1847. 

Extract  of  Report  On  Sunday,  the  4th,  I attended  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  having  been 
from  Cent  Gordon,  privately  informed  of  Kelly’s  case,  I brought  it  forward  in  committee,  and  moved  his  dis- 
' missal.  The  whole  committee  said  he  was  a very  poor  man,  and  would  starve  if  turned  off, 

and  since  he  is  a tenant  of  Mr.  John  Macnamara’s,  I considered  he  ought  to  know  the 
man’s  circumstances ; but  in  order  to  insure  the  verbal  statement,  I sent  the  letter  of  the 
9th  April,  and  the  reply  (previously  forwarded  to  the  Board)  assured  me  the  man  had  only 
one  cow,  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  sell,  and  was  not  a freeholder.  Upon  further  private 
inquiry,  I was  still  informed  the  man  had  more  cattle,  and  wrote  to  that  effect  to  the  chair- 
man ; and  I also  visited  the  man’s  house,  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  his  circumstances, 
and  intend  investigating  them,  by  appointment,  to-morrow  morning  at  Liscannor. 

The  Board  may  be  assured  I never  would  permit  any  committee  to  retain  a single  man 
upon  the  works,  except  he  would  starve  unless  employed,  that  is,  provided  fair  returns  are 
furnished,  which  is  seldom  the  case.  But  I do  not  like  to  turn  off  any  man  without  first 
ascertaining  if  the  information  I receive  is  correct,  as  it  sometimes  is  erroneous. 


Letter  from 
Mr.  Walker  to 
Mr.  Trevelyan. 


LETTER  from  Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

(Relief  Department.)  . 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin,  22  April  1847. 

I am  directed  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty’s  Treasury,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  Captain  Gordon,  inspecting  officer 
of  the  Ennistimon  Union,  together  with  copies  of  other  documents  transmitted  by  him  to- 
this  office. 


My  dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  will  amuse  you. 


(Enclosure.) 


17  April  1847. 
Yours,  8cc. 

(signed)  if.  W.  Gordon. 


Could  not  these  parties,  and  others,  be  brought  up  for  receiving  money  under  false 
pretences  1 


Jos.  C.  Walker,  Esq. 


Sir,  Ennistimon,  17  April  1847. 

With  reference  to  my  communication  of  the  15th  April,  concerning  Thomas  Kelly’s  being 
employed,  and  who  it  was  said  had  only  one  cow,  which  he  was  anxious  to  sell,  I have  now 
to  state,  that  on  entering  the  committee-room  yesterday,  at  Liscannor,  the  chairman,  Mr. 
John  Macnamara,  informed  me  lie  had  been  deceived,  and  the  man  had  two  cows  and  a 
yearling ; I immediately  ordered  all  to  he  dismissed.  , 

I take  the  opportunity  of  informing  the  Board,  that  in  passing  through  Reneen,  where  the 
works  are  stopped  for  waut  of  funds,  I found  everybody  employed  in  tillage,  and  to  a man 
scorned  the  idea  of  the  porridge,  saying  they  would  have  meal  or  nothing.  This,  together 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  land  being  tilled  in  every  locality  where  the  works  are  sus- 
pended, whether  for  outrage  or  not,  convinces  me  how  admirably  the  9th  and  10th  o 
Victoria  might  have  worked  had  committees  only  acted  up  to  the  instructions  they  received, 
and  done  their  duty  honestly,  namely,  the  employment  of  the  destitute  only,  leaving  the 
farmers  to  their  own  resources ; but  each  party  trying  to  serve  his  own  tenants,  the  ab“se . 
became  so  great,  and  die  numbers  forced  upon  the  officers  of  the  Board  so  enormous,  tha 
no  measure,  however  advantageous  to  the  community,  could  be  carried  out. 

The  time  for  sowing  grain,  except  barley,  is  almost  over,  and  now  parties  pretend  theyar^ 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  CAPTAIN  WYNNE’S  LETTERS.  785 

•willing  to  give  up  their  land,  when  they  know  the  landlord  is  not  anxious  to  take  it  (the  time  Annendiv  /n  1 
having  past),  so  that  it  must  lie  waste.  1 v ULX  v"*J 

I enclose  a copy  of  an  extraordinary  document  handed  to  me,  issued  by  the  parish  Letter  from 
priest  of  Liscannor;  it  may  give  some  idea  of  the  way  threats  are  used  to  return  people  Mr.  Walker  to 
for  work.  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

I am  happy  to  add,  that  at  Miltown  I find  the  parish  priest  exerting  himself  for  the  

general  good,  and  doing  the  utmost  in  his  power  to  make  the  people  till  their  land. 

I have,  &c. 

(signed)  H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 

P.S.— I enclose  also  an  extract  from  the  petty  sessions  book  of  Ennistimon. 

The  Venerable  the  Archdeacon,  in  every  case,  wished  to  give  compensation  to  the  amount 
of  money  earned,  but  was  overruled. 

These  servants  were  employed  as  workmen  upon  the  roads,  and  were  not  leaders  of 
horses. 

(signed)  H.  TV.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 


To  Marcus  Shannon  or  Austin  Tierney. 

Take  in  Pat  Kelly,  Hollo’s  son,  in  place  of  Pounder’s  son.  It  was  through  mistake 
that  I put  “ Pounder  ” after  the  name  in  the  list,  hut  it  was  the  other  that  the  committee 
intended  to  put  in.  I mentioned  the  circumstance  in  committee  yesterday,  and  was  instructed 
to  rectify  the  mistake.  If  you  can  keep  both,  you  may. 

(signed)  Timothy  Shannon. 

Moymore,  25  November  1846. 


To  the  Stewards,  Check  Clerks,  aye,  and  Engineers  too. 

You  are  better  send  the  Dummy  to  work,  and  get  him  checked  and  paid,  if  you  wish  to 
have  the  eyes  in  your  head,  or  the  head  itself  safe. 

(signed)  Timothy  Shannon. 


22  March  1847. 


Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions,  12  April  1847. 

Patrick  Grady  V.  Anthony  Leary,  Derry— Neglecting  and  refusing  to  pay  llim 
the  sura  of  1 1.  8 s.  Gd.  wages. 

The  complainant  having  been  sworn,  stated  that  he  was  at  work  on  the  public  works 
from  1st  November  till  the  20th  March  last ; that  he  earned  for  his  master  5s.  weekly,  and 
that  on  one  week  he  earned  12s.  by  task-work:  when  the  roll  was  called  each  time,  he 
always  answered  as  “ Anthony  Lary.”  His  master  has  five  head  of  cattle,  and  a mule, 
and  eight  acres  of  land. 

Decree  for  the  amount  and  costs. 


Patrick  Carty  v.  Thomas  Carmody — Neglecting  and  refusing  to  pay  the  sum  of 
1 1.  wages. 

Complainant  having  been  sworn,  stated  that  he  was  compelled  by  his  master  to  work 
on  the  public  works,  for  whom  he  earned  U.  5s.,  at  5s.  weekly;  always  answered  as 
“ Tom  Carmody,”  to  whom  he  was  compelled  to  give  the  money. 

Decree  for  the  amount,  with  costs. 

I was  for  giving  compensation ; Mr.  Bell  against. 

(signed)  John  Whitly,  Chairman. 


LETTER  from  Mr.  E.  Hornsly  to  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

(Relief  Department.)  offlce  rf ^ DaHin,  „ April  I8„ 

I AM  directed  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Letter  ta 
Majesty’s  Treasury,  the  enclosed  copies  of  correspondence  between  Captain  Gordoi . Mr-  E.  Hornsby-t® 
inspecting  officer  the  county  of  6lare,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Ltscatmor  rehef  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

committee. 


(Enclosure.) 


Ennistimon  Union,  County  of  Clare. 


gir  Ennistimon,  8 April  1847. 

I hate  t0  enclose  a copy  of  a letter  addressed  this  day  to  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor 

committee.  One 

<uo5.  5 H 
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One  of  the  boys  who  summoned  his  master  for  the  wages  earned  by  him  on  the  public 
works  settled  the  matter  for  a pound,  and  so  the  case  was  not  again  entered  into  at  the 
, P«y  sessions.  I have.  See. 

J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  Csigned)  H.  W.  Gordon, 

Captain  59th  Regiment. 

I enclose  another  case  that  came  before  the  petty  sessions  on  the  oth  of  April. 


gjr  Ennistimon,  8 April  1847. 

I have  heard  with  much  surprise  that  Pat  M'Donogli,  police  constable  in  Liscannor, 
has  or  had  two  sons  employed  as  destitute  persons ; and  if  still  on  the  works,  I have  to 
request  they  will  be  struck  off.  . _ , 

With  reference  to  the  conversation  in  committee  at  Liscannor  on  Sunday,  respecting  the 
freeholders  being  removed  from  the  works,  I have  now  again  to  call  upon  the  committee  to 
remove  them,  as  they  were  parties  whom  the  Government  never  intended  or  even  contem- 
plated being  upon  the  relief  works  as  destitute  persons. 

1 ° r I have,  See. 

(signed)  H.  W.  Gordon, 

John  Macnamara,  Esq.,  j.p..  Captain  59th  Regiment. 

Moher. 

p S.—I  have  to  add  that  in  the  registry  Pat  M'Donogh  is  not  returned  as  a policeman- 
and  his  two  sons  are  said  to  be  18  and  16 ; but  I understand  they  are  younger. 


Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions. 

Ennistimon,  5 April  1847. 

Anthony  Dunlevey  v.  JohirMacmahon.  Lough.— Wages,  3?. 

It  appeared,  as  sworn  to  by  complainant,  and  also  on  the  sworn  testimony  of  Michael 
Macmahon,  the  son  of  respondent,  that  the  complainant  was  employed  by  bis  master  to  work 
on  the  public  works.  John  Macmahon  has  ten  head  of  cattle,  twelve  acres  of  land,  and  has 
at  this  time  six  or  seven  loads  of  potatoes.  The  yearly  hire  to  servant  was  only  30s.,  and 
had  received  only  Is.  Was  discharged  when  the  change  took  place  in  the  public  works. 
The  master  received  the  whole  of  the  money  earned  on  the  works  by  servant,  the  amount  ot 
six  weeks,  at  5 s.  weekly. 


Decree  for 
And  cost  - 


£.19- 
- 1 6 


I was  for  giving  the  servant  compensation  to  the  full  amount  of  what  he  earned  for  his 
master  upon  the  public  works,  and  which  the  master  had  received,  but  was  over-ruled  by  the 
other  two  magistrates.  _ . 

(signed)  J.  Whitty , Chairman. 


LETTER  from  Mr.  Butcher  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ordnance  Office,  Dublin,  5 March  1847. 

As  I was  in  charge  of  the  eastern  division  of  Clare  for  nearly  four  months,  it  might  e 
consolatory  to  you  to  know  how  I was  treated  when  there.  One  day,  about  the  en 
October,  a large  body  of  men,  to  the  number  of  about  500,  came  into  the  village  oo  'in 
for  work,  and  immediately  proceeded  down  to  the  engineer’s  house ; be,  not  wishing  to  spe 
to  such  a large  and  excited  mob,  was  obliged  to  lock  himself  up  until  I came  over. 

As  soon  as  I made  my  appearance,  they  all  came  about  me,  and  demanded,  in  a 
ening  tone,  employment,  which  I was  unable  to  give  at  that  moment,  but  told  them  n 
day  or  so  they  should  get  work.  Not  being  satisfied  with  this  answer,  they  pus 1 
through  the  crowd  until  they  got  me  between  a large  stone  wall  and  a cart;  w en  > 
they  put  up  their  legs,  and  said  I should  not  leave  that  until  I gave  them  all  wor ' 
roads.  I was  obliged  to  make  the  promise  again ; but,  still  not  satisfied,  they  continue 
push,  curse,  and  spit  upon  me,  all  of  which  I was  under  the  necessity  to  put  up  with. 

Two  days  after  they  all  came  in  again  for  the  employment  I had  promised ; but  as  ^ 
was  no  work  ready  for  them,  I was  obliged  to  get  out  the  back  way,  jump  on  a ca  , 
leave  the  town  as  fast  as  possible ; hut  to  no  purpose,  as  they  soon  overtook  me  ana 
me  a prisoner,  pulling  me  off,  and  threatened  my  life  if  I did  not  employ  them.  ® . 
voured  to  reason  with  them,  but  it  was  of  no  use ; and  as  I had  the  good  fortune  or  m £ 
some  friends,  who  helped  to  pacify  them,  I got  into  a house  and  made  my  escape  at  e so 
door ; otherwise  I have  no  doubt  they  would  have  put  their  threat  into  operation.  ^ 
disgusted  at  the  brutal  conduct' of  these  fellows,  that  I was  induced  to  send  in  my  resign  ^ 
(at  that  moment  of  excitement)  without  stating  the  reasons  to  the  Board  ; but  011  ?^!Lnved 
in  Dublin,  when  I explained  all,  Colonel  Jones  very  kindly  had  it  cancelled,  an  re 
me  to  Sligo,  where  I have  since  been ; and  I am  happy  to  say  it  is  a quiet,  thoug 
distressed  place.  . mained 

Troops  were  ordered  to  Tulla  immediately  after  this  occurrence,  and  have  since  re 
there. 
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Extracts  from  LETTERS  of  Captain  Gardiner  Fishbourne,  Inspecting  Officer, 
County  Clare. 

Ennis,  2 February  1847. 

There  have  been  great  abuses  m forming  relief  lists.  Great  injustice  has  been  done  to 
destitute  individuals,  so  that  I was  induced  to  write  a circular  fixing  on  the  committees  the 
responsibility  of  allowing  any  one  to  starve  because  of  not  being  returned  on  their  lists  for 
relief.  I will  send  a copy  immediately  it  is  struck  off. 

There  is  great  difficulty  in  finding  out  the  state  of  the  people,  for  those  who  really  know 
are  often  little  disposed  to  tell  you ; the  greatest  complaint  is  often  made  where  there  is  the 
least  occasion  to  complain  ; and  the  appearance  is  no  guide,  for  dirty  habits  are  so  prevalent 
that  even  comparatively  rich  people  wear  the  trappings  of  poverty,  and  thrust  themselves  on 
the  roads  as  starving,  though  they  have  money  in  the  bank,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute  - 
and  the  worst  feature  is  that  they  exhibit  no  compunction  when  shown  that  they  thus  steal 
the  bread  out  of  the  starving  man’s  mouth. 


. Ennis,  5 February  1847. 

The  commissariat  arrangements  at  first  were  condemned  in  toto  ; this  was  modified  by  a 
condemnation  of  the  Treasury.  ^ Arguments  were  offered  to  prove  that  the  country  would 
have  been  better  without  depots,  and  comments  made  upon  the  fact  of  Captain  Mann’* 
having  said  that  he  would  let  ihem  have  meal  at  18 1.  per  ton,  and  afterwards  raisin^  it  to 
19 1 I explained  this,  as  far  as  I could,  by  conversation  with  different  gentlemen.  * 


Ennistimon,  25  February  1847. 

I am  quite  convinced  that  there  is  no  destitution  in  this  county  that  might  not  be  met'by 
half  the  amount  of  employment  which  is  now  given  in  the  county,  were  the  proper  objects  for 
employment  selected,  which,  I regret  to  say,  is  not  the  case ; thus,  for  instance,  within  these 
few  days  Captaiii  Gordon  has  removed  244  from  the  lists  at  this  place;  but  before  we  could 
arrive  at  the  information  necessary  to  effect  it,  we  had  to  sit  down  and  do  the  work  which 
ought  to  have  been  done  by  the  committee  before  a man  had  been  put  on  the  work.  These 
were  men  in  comparatively  comfortable  circumstances,  while  there  were  many  starving  who 
were  not  on  the  work.  3 

The  fact  that  the  generality  of  the  committees  will  neither  furnish  us  with  information  to 
enable  us  to  revise  the  lists  nor  do  it  themselves,  leaves  no  room  for  any  other  conclusion 
than “ that  they  have  some  interest  in  continuing  the  abuses;  indeed,  it  could  hardly  be 
otherwise,  as  the  class  of  persons  who  are  frequently  found  on  them  are  not  independent. 
Thus,  for  instance,  in  Clondegad  district  of  the  Ennis  Union,  two  poor-law  guardians  and" 
ex-officio  members  had  themselves  placed  on  the  public  works  in  charge  of  gangs  ; and  one 
of  these  was  removed  only  a few  days  since,  and  a large  proportion  of  those  mentioned  as 
being  removed  from  the  Ennistimon  lists  had  from  15  to  30  acres  of  laud  and  stock.  There 
are  many  on  the  lists  in  the  barony  of  Burren  who  are  valued  under  the  poor-law  at  from 
12  Z.  to  60/.,  the  most  melancholy  feature  about  which  is,  that  they  are  kept  there  by  the 
committees  to  the  exclusion  of  starving  people,  and  who  would  have  starved  but  for  the 
assistance  of  neighbours.  The  Ballyvaughan  committee  have  been  told,  three  times  or 
more,  that  the  works  would  be  stopped  if  they  did  not  send  in  their  lists,  and  yet  without 


. Ennis,  27  February  1847. 

l am  sorry  to  find  that  many  of  the  persons  on  the  lists  for  public  work  in  the  parish  of 
nilmurry  are  relatives,  tenants,  or  tenants  of  employers  of  members  on  the  committee  of  that 
parish ; and  these  persons  have  been  placed  on  the  lists  by  the  committee  while  they  have 
omitted  a considerable  number  of  those  who  should  have  been  placed  there,  because  they 
"ere  m actual  necessity  of  relief,  having  no  other  resource  or  means  of  subsistence  than 
empioyment  on  public  works.  {See  19tk  Art.  of  “ Instructions  to  Committees.”)  In  jus- 
R*  t*le  poor  who  have  been  thus  set  aside,  I must  say  that  the  committee  cannot  but  be 
e a responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  parish,  and  also  for 
Mrf  11  ^le  destituti°n  which  now  prevails.  Some  one  or  more  of  the  committee  may  be 
‘ v1..*!  exculpated,  but  not  wholly  so,  unless  he  protested  against  such  gross  injustice, 
u,  11  persisted  in,  represented  the  case. 

1, w . o take  this  occasion  of  again  urging  upon  the  committee  the  necessity  of  making 
j °,ect'ons  for  the  relief  fund,  and  of  immediately  commencing  a soup  kitchen,  with  the  funds 
have  b " ®tr^n=e  t°  say  that  where,  in  the  county,  most  exertion  is  requisite,  least  should 

0Atrust  tim  committee  will  see  the  necessity  of  setting  a suitable  person  to  make  a census 
e Parish  (perhaps  the  collector  of  taxes  or  poor-rate) ; the  census  to  contain  the  age, 
erage  state  and  circumstances  of  each  individual,  as  correctly  as  possible. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Extracts  from 
Letters  of  Captain 
G.  Fishbourue. 
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Extracts  from 
Reports  of  Major 
Fitzgerald. 


Extracts  from  REPORTS  of  Major  Fitzgerald,  Inspecting  Officer,  County  Clare. 

13  February  1847. 

I rave  little  to  alter  in  my  report  of  last  week  as  to  the  sate  of  the  works  and  of  the 
country.  Upon  the  former  many  have  been  admitted  who  never  should  have  been,  if  relief 
committees  had  done  their  duty ; of  which  some  are  so  apparently  ignorant  and  neglectful, 
that  I have  this  week  written  to  the  Board  for  copies  of  the  instructions  that  have  been 
at  various  times  issued  to  them.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  are  now  inclined  to  co-operate 
zealously  with  me  in  purging  the  lists ; but  by  the  neglect  at  first  practised,  I much  fear 
that  many  a destitute  person  has  till  now  been  left  unsupported. 


20  February  1847. 

There  are  some  localities  in  my  district  where,  either  from  the  want  of  residents  or  from  a 
lack  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  persons  nominally  members  of  the  relief  committees,  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Board  of  Works  or  Government  in  applying  relief  by  public  works  to  desti- 
tute persons,  and  to  them  only,  have  been  in  a great  degree  frustrated ; I refer  especially 
to  the  district  of  Feakle  in  Upper  Tulla. 

The  small  farmers  cling  with  desperate  tenacity  to  the  roads. 


27  February  1847. 

Some  of  the  workmen  have  left  the  roads  to  sow  their  wheat  and  oats.  I am  aiding  this 
salutary  movement  in  every  way  I can.  1 have  struck  off  from  the  relief  lists  this  week  up- 
wards of  1,200  names,  and  shall  probably  get  rid  of  more  next  week ; two  of  the  commit- 
tees having  complained  to  me  that  in  consequence  of  the  public  works  there  is  a difficulty 
in  netting  horses  for  farm  labour,  I have  requested  the  engineers  to  dispense  as  much  as 
possible  with  horse  labour. 


Extract  from 
Letter  of  Captain 
Mann. 


Extract  from  LETTER  of  Captain  Mann,  Inspector  under  the  Relief  Commission. 

Kilrush,  20  December  1846. 

I piND  it  better  to  talk  to  the  most  sensible  and  influential  people  out  of  committee.  When 
there  you  may  be  certain  to  meet  some  spouting  patriot  whose  speech  is  intended  to  go  through 
the  broken  pane  of  glass  to  the  poor  creatures  outside  ; the  cuckoo  cry  of,  “ What  do  the 
Government  intend  to  do?”  instead  of  asking,  “ What  had  we  best  do?”  is  too  frequently 
the  case.  _ . , 

As  to  the  suffering  and  privations  of  the  poor,  they  are  most  severe,  and  almost  beyond 
belief.  I mean  the  really  destitute,  for,  I am  sorry  to  say,  with  all  the  care  and  pre- 
caution, imposture  will  creep  in,  and,  in  many  instances,  parties  derive  large  benefits  from 
the  public  works  who  ought  not  to,  such  as  small  farmers,  or  their  sons ; there  are  sad 
complaints  against  men  of  property  in  parts  of  this  county,  both  as  regards  jobbing  and 
trying  to  bully  the  public  officers ; the  language  used  towards  some  of  the  officers  or  toe 
public  works  renders  their  position  very  critical,  and,  as  a gentlemen  said  a few  days  since, 
their  lives  unsafe.  I have  sent  you  the  last  “ Limerick  Chronicle,”  that  you  may  read,  i 
you  have  time,  the  proceedings  at  the  Corcomroe  relief  committee,  and  the  remarks  re- 
specting the  reserve  depots.  The  investigation,  in  the  first  case,  will  be  important,  it  toir  y 
conducted,  but  the  proof  will  be  very  difficult  should  such  matters  really  exist,  and  o a 
I can  give  no  opinion.  I will,  at  all  events,  send  you  the  result,  and  in  sending  such  ma  - 
ters,  or  some  of  my  remarks,  be  good  enough  to  receive  them  as  sent  merely  for  you  see 
whether  you  can  pick  out  any  information  from  them. 


LETTER  from  E.  Baillie,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Royal  Engineers,  to  T.  C.  Walhei , Esq. 

Ennistimon,  Friday,  16  October  184* 
Letter  from  I beg  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Commissioners,  that  I yes  ei  y 

E.  Baillie,  Esq.  to  tended  a meeting  of  the  relief  committee  at  this  place. 

T.  c.  W Jker,  Esq.  following  gentlemen  were  present : — 

Venerable  Archdeacon  Whitty,  chairman. 

Major  Macnamara,  m.p.  for  the  county. 

Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.  ditto. 

John  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.  for  the  city  of  Limerick. 

John  Macnamara,  esq.  j.  p. 

Francis  M‘Namara,  esq. 

Francis  Callcutt,  esq.,  j.p. 

John  Stackpool  O’Brien,  esq.,  j.  p. 

Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  p.p. 

Rev.  Mr.  Quin,  p.  P. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lyons,  Protestant  clergyman. 

With  other  magistrates  and  Roman-catholic  clergymen.  j 
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I had  hardly  taken  my  seat  before  Major  Macnamara  opened  the  proceedings  with  a Appendix  (B  ) 

violent  tirade  against  the  Government,  the  Board  of  Works,  and  their  officers,  accusing  them  1 1 ’ 

of  “jobbing,”  and  what  not.  . Letter  from 

After  I had  made  some  remarks  on  this,  a little  lull  ensued,  when  I attempted  to  bring  E.  Baillie,  Esq.  to 
before  the  meeting  the  business  for  which  it  was  assembled,  and  for  which  I was  in  attend-  T.  C.  Walker,  Esq. 
ance.  I had  no  sooner  mentioned  the  word  “ selection,”  than  a storm  of  disapprobation  — ■ 

arose  on  all  sides.  The  lists  must  be  taken  indiscriminately,  or  not  at  all ; no  selection 
either  could  or  would  be  made;  1,500  men  must  be  employed  on  a road  for  which  I de- 
manded 300,  or  the  peace  of  the  country  could  not  be  preserved ; all,  in  fact,  demanding 
work,  without  inquiry  or  selection. 

Not  one  word  of  reason,  or  of  common  sense,  would  be  listened  to. 

I explained  to  them,  that  a sanction  had  been  received  by  the  engineer  in  Ennis  for  a 
great  many  works ; that  a list  of  them  had  been  expected  by  the  assistant  engineer  in  the 
barony  on  the  previous  evening,  but  that  from  some  cause,  which  I could  not  then  explain, 
it  had  not  then  arrived;  but  that  I had,  assisted  by  the  assistant  engineer,  made  a list  of 
such  works  as  I felt  satisfied  were  amongst  those  approved,  and  that  the  committee  could 
proceed  with  them,  in  the  first  instance.  No  effect  was  produced ; all  was  one  scene  of 
clamour  and  confusion  for  four  hours,  with  one  or  two  most  violent  harangues  against  the 
Government,  and  all  in  anyway  connected  with  the  execution  of  relief  works. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  Archdeacon  Whitty  supported  me  in  endeavouring  to  esta- 
blish some  regularity;  but  he  was  the  only  member  from  among  those  who  took  an  active 
part  in  the  proceedings,  who  did  not  advocate  the  promiscuous,  indiscriminate  employment 
of  every  man  named  in  their  list. 

It  is  but  just  and  proper  to  state  that,  although  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  and  Mr.  John 
O’Brien,  ai.  p.  for  Limerick,  opposed  me  in  the  course  I proposed,  it  was  done  without  the 
exhibition  of  that  extreme  violence  shown  by  some. 

The  last  act  which  the  committee  attempted  was  to  pass  a resolution,  urging  on  me  to 
assume  a responsibility  (which  the  resolution  stated  the  occasion  demanded),  and  undertake 
works,  whether  sanctioned  by  the  Government  or  not. 

These  resolutions  were  drawn  up  and  urged  on  the  committee  by  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p. 

I objected  to  these  resolutions,  and  explained  the  course  which  I would  adopt.  I would 
wait  until  the  list  of  approved  works  arrived ; upon  seeing  them,  and  deciding  upon  the 
number  of  men  to  be  employed,  I would  then  consider  if  there  remained  any  pressing  neces- 
sity for  me  to  take  on  myseif  the  very  great  responsibility  of  opening  more  works  than  those 
sanctioned,  and  should  I then  be  satisfied  that  such  a course  was  necessary,  I would  take  it 
into  consideration  ; but  only  on  the  magistrates  present  drawing  up  a paper,  stating  their 
opinion  of  the  indispensable  necessity  for  such  a course,  and  guaranteeing  me  from  all  pecu- 
niary loss  or  risk. 

This  they  would  not  hear  of,  and  the  original  resolutions  were  again  pressed.  One  ex- 
claimed, “We  will  pass  what  resolutions  we  please,  let  him  take  the  consequences  ; ” but  I 
remonstrated  against  them  so  strongly,  that  they  were  at  last  dropped. 

I believe  they  were  subsequently  addressed,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Gamble  ; and  so  the  meeting 
ended,  without  having  advanced  one  single  step  towards  the  employing  of  the  crowd  ot 
famished-looking  wretches  who  thronged  the  court-house,  and  for  whom  such  sympathy  was 
expressed. 

One  circumstance  that  roused  their  ire  especially  was  the  reading  of  a letter  from  the 
Under  Secretary,  stating  that  some  previous  resolutions  of  theirs  had  been  inferred  to  the 
Board  of  Works. 

This  drew  forth  a violent  harangue  from  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  J.  p. 

The  only  good  they  did  was  a decision  they  came  to,  to  divide  the  barony  into  districts, 

.and  appoint  local  committees,  in  place  of  the  central  committee,  for  the  barony. 

This  may  facilitate  business ; at  any  rate,  I shall  do  everything  in  my  power  before  I 
leave  the  barony  to  get  the  destitute  employment.  . 

I am  happy  to  say  that  in  many  districts,  through  the  exertions  of  the  engineer,  we  have 
succeeded  in  introducing  task-work  successfully ; and  if  it  once  get  a good  hold  in  one 
place,  it  is  the  more  likely  to  spread. 


COPY  of  a further  Report  and  Correspondence  with  Captain  Wynne,  on  the  Subject 
of  Relief  Works  in  the  County  of  Clare. 


Report  from  Captain  Wynne  to  J.  C.  Walker,  Esq. 

Ennis,  4 March  1847. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  requiring  Further  Report  and 
me,  in  obedience  to  an  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  furnish  " Returns  ot  the  number  Correspondence 
of  men  struck  off  the  lists  by  me  in  the  baronies  of  the  county  of  Clare,  which  were  under  with  Capt.  Wynne, 
my  charge,  together  with  their  names  and  places  of  abode,  the  reasons  for  striking  them  0 , 
and  the  names  of  those  struck  off  and  afterwards  reinstated.”  . , 

“ A list  of  the  several  relief  committees  in  the  county  of  Clare  of  which  I took  charge, 
specifying  how  often  I visited  each  for  the  revision  of  lists,  and  the  dates  of  each  visit. 

“ My  correspondence  with  Mr.  George  Westropp  relative  to  the  charge  brought  against 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee  by  that  gentleman.” 

0.105.  5 H 3 la 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


79« 


appendix  to  report  from  the 


Appendix  (B.) 

Further  Report  and 
Correspondence 
with  Capt.  Wynne. 


In  replv  I bee  to  state,  that  I herewith  transmit  the  list  of  relief  committees,  with  the 
number  and  dates  of  my  visits,  also  a copy  of  the  covrespoiidence  required. 

With  regard  to  a return  of  the  number  of  men  struck  off  the  lists  by  me,  the  reasons  for 
strikino-  them  off,  and  the  names  of  those  struck  off  and  afterwards  reinstated,  it  is,  for  the 
reasons  which  I shall  state,  impossible  to  furnish  it  with  anything  like  accuracy  ; and  I must 
therefore  respectfully  trust  to  the  indulgence  of  the  Board  in  not  attempting  to  do  so,  for  the 

° i°WTlfe  Committees’  registry  books  called  for  by  the  Government  have  not  been  furnished, 
except  in  five  cases  out  o=f  20  -Kilmally,  Ennis,  Corofin,  Clare  Abbey,  Knock 

In  some  of  these  books  erasures  appear  to  have  been  made,  in  others  leaves  have  been  cut 
out,  and  one  is  not  a registry,  but  o copy  of  my  employment-lists  for  that  district. 

0 Tiie  in-eo-ularities  of  the  documents  on  which  the  labourers  were  employed  when  I took 
charoe  of  the°district,  not  exhibiting  any  of  the  information  required  in  the  return  called  for. 

3. =The  confusion  which  prevailed  in  consequence  of  these  irregularities  rendering  it  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  exact  numbers  employed  at  any  one  time. 

4.  The  inspecting  officers  not  having  received  orders  lo  retain  materials  for  such  a return, 
even  if  such  could  Save  been  procured. 

5.  The  magnitude  of  the  task  rendering  it  impossible,  with  the  means  at  my  disposal,  even 

should  the  requisite  materials  have  existed.  . ...  . . 

1 beo-  also  lo  forward  the  following  summary  of  my  proceedings  m Clare,  while  in  charge 
of  the  west  division  of  that  county  as  inspecting  officer. 

At  the  time  I took  charge  of  the  district,  I found  a large  amount  of  employment,  the  exact 
extent  of  which  could  not  be  ascertained  correctly,  the  labourers  being  employed  on  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  documents : — 

1.  Lists  stated  to  have  been  standing  over  since  last  summer. 

2.  Lists  on  backs  of  letters,  sometimes  without  any  signature,  sometimes  with  that  of  an 


individual  member  of  a committee.  , 

3.  Scraps  of  paper  with  signature  of  the  parish  priest  generally,  or  some  other  member 
of  the  committee. 

4.  Lists  on  printed  forms  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Works,  without  date  or  signature. 

5.  Lists  on  printed  forms  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Works,  with  signature  of  some  member 
of  a committee,  and  in  some  cases  that  of  the  chairman. 

6.  Notes  and  letters  from  individual  members  of  committees  hearing  dates  from  J une  to 
October  1846. 

7.  Tickets  bearing  signature  of  Lieutenant  Baillie,  my  predecessor. 

8.  Many  persons  were  on  the  works  without  any  authority,  that  I could  learn,  save  that 
of  being  sent  by  some  member  of  the  committee. 

Few  of  these  documents  ever  reached  my  hands,  or  could  be  procured  by  me,  and  very 
few  afforded  any  information  respecting  the  circumstances  or  positions  of  the  persons  em- 
ployed on  them. 

Had  I at  this  time  stopped  the  works  till  such  time  as  I should  be  furnished  with  proper 
lists,  or  till  order  should  have  been  been  established,  the  consequences  would  have  been  most 
disastrous.  . 

Under  these  circumstances  I considered  it  best  to  issue  a circular  to  the  committees'-, 
authorizing  the  employment  of  the  labourers,  on  lists  made  out  by  the  committees,  and  signed 
by  the  chairman,  duplicates  of  which  to  be  sent  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  issuing  tickets 
thereupon  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  Board ; this  course  to  be  pursued  only  till 
such  time  as  it  should  become  practicable  to  adopt  the  more  regular  course,  and  with  a view’ 
to  avoid  the  evil  consequences  inseparable  from  the  delay  that  would  attend  the  issue  of 
tickets. 

Mr.  Gamble,  engineer  in  charge,  at  the  same  time  directed  the  assistant  engineers  to  dis- 
continue employment  on  the  various  documents  abovementioned,  after  the  lapse  of  a time 
sufficient  to  make  the  necessaiy  arrangements  for  adopting  the  course  directed. 

Having  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  district,  I,  on  the  5th  of  November,  commencea 
visiting  tne  relief  committees,  explaining  to  them  the  principles  on  which  the  lists  should 
be  made  out  to  enable  me  to  sanction  the  employment  of  the  labourers  on  them. 

Destitution  was  to  be  the  test  of  fitness,  and  the  lists  were  to  contain  the  names  of  such 
persons  only  as  were  known  by  a member  or  members  of  the  committee  to  be  in  absolute 
want ; the  circumstances  which  warranted  this  conclusion  to  be  stated  fully  in  the  Board  s 
recommendation  forms,  giving  all  particulars  required  thereby,  viz.,  number  in  family,  quan- 
tity of  land,  if  any,  &C.  &c. 

For  this  purpose  I furnished  each  committee  with  blank  forms  of  the  description  aforesaidf* 

I strongly  urged  the  committees  to  endeavour  to  return  on  the  lists  the  name  of  every 
person  in  real  destitution,  and  to  resist  the  demands  of  those  who  could  live  without  employ- 
ment on  the  public  works.  Understanding  this  to  be  the  intention  and  wish  of  Government, 
I conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  to  carry  it  out. 

In  making  out  these  lists,  large  numbers  of  persons  then  employed  were  struck  on, 
agreeably  to  my  directions,  by  the  committees,  who,  after  much  hesitation  and  strong 
remonstrance,  consented  to  reduce  the  numbers  according  to  the  scale  laid  down  by  me, 
averaging  from  one  to  one  and  a half  for  each  family  returned  in  the  census  of  1841,  as 
dependent  on  their  manual  labour. 

For  instance,  at  Corofin,  at  the  revision  of  the  lists  on  the  19th  of  November,  the  numbers 

employed 


• Vide  Circular  (A.) 


f Vide  Form. 
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employed  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin  were  reduced  from  5,600  to  3,800*  on  my  threatening  Ant)e.  j-v  ,P  x 

to  stop  the  works  if  such  reduction  were  not  made.  In  this  case  it  was  found  that  the  PP  __  ^ ' 
names  of  many  destitute  persons  were  omitted,  while  those  in  comparatively  good  circum-  Further  Report  -nd 
stances  were  placed  on  the  lists.  Correspondence" 

To  remedy  this  grievance  I attended  the  committee  at  Corofin  with  many  cases  of  the  with  Capt.  Wynne. 

above  description,  and  found  Colonel  Synge  had  attended  for  the  same  purpose,  furnished  

with  similar  lists.  Several  cases  were  proved,  and  numbers  of  similar  ones  were  put  into  my 
hands,  which  time  would  not  admit  of  our  going  into;  but,  on  my  urgent  representations  to 
the  committee,  they  undertook  to  strike  off  those  objected  to,  and  substitute  the  names  of 
the  destitute.  On  this  occasion  the  following  resolution  was  passed : “ After  a general 
scrutiny  of  the  labour  list,  it  appears  that  several  persons  are  still  continued  on  the  works, 
who  should  be  removed,  and  more  destitute  persons  placed  in  their  stead.” 

Finding  that  the  lists  so  formed  were  not  such  as  I could  venture  to  issue  a permanent 
authority  for  employment  on,  I called  for  a second  revision,  and  for  this  purpose  furnished 
the  committees  with  blank  forms,  with  an  additional  column  for  stock,  and  requiring  the 
signature  of  the  chairman  as  a certificate  of  the  correctness  of  the  information  they  con- 
tained, and  the  signature  of  the  inspecting  officer  as  authority  to  the  engineer  to  employ  the 
labourers  +. 

On  some  of  the  lists  so  formed  I was  engaged  in  issuing  tickets  when  I received  the 
Board’s  circular,  No.  36,  directing  the  inspecting  officers  to  discontinue  such  issue,  and 
substitute  employment  lists. 

As  several  of  the  relief  committees  neglected  to  send  in  the  lists,  I from  time  to  time 
called  upon  them  to  do  so,  by  circular  J and  otherwise,  and  have  strong  reason  to  complain 
of  non-compliance  on  their  part.  In  the  case  of  Killilagh,  of  which  Major  Macnamara  was 
chairman,  not  a single  communication  of  mine  was  replied  to  or  acknowledged,  nor  has  that 
committee  ever  sent  me  a list  of  any  description. 

For  my  own  part,  I must  plead  guilty  to  apparent  neglect  of  Fisher-street  relief  com- 
mittee, and  indeed  of  the  entire  barony  of  Corcomroe ; but,  from  the  opposition  I met  with 
from  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  and  the  effect  produced  thereby  on  the  subor- 
dinates and  labourers,  I found  that  my  exertions  in  that  locality  would  be  of  no  avail,  and 
that  I might  employ  my  time  to  greater  advantage  elsewhere. 

Mr.  O’Brien  denounced  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  as  humbugging  the 
people  and  mocking  them  in  their  misery.  The  whole  system  of  relief  was  pronounced  by 
him  and  Major  Macnamara  as  cruel  and  heartless;  they  stated  that  they  had  taxed  their 
properties  to  relieve  the  people,  but  were  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  Board  and  its 
officers,  and  publicly  insulted  those  officers  in  the  grossest  manner.  The  consequence  was, 
the  men  did  nothing  but  what  they  pleased  ; the  subordinates  preferred  obeying  the  orders 
of  the  committees  rather  than  those  of  the  Board’s  officers  ; and  labourers  were  employed, 
checked,  and  paid  without  my  sanction  or  knowledge.  A check  clerk  who  attempted  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  Board’s  officers,  was  coerced  to  check  40  men,  and  with  a pistol  to  his  head 
sworn  to  secrecy.  The  works  were  in  consequence  suspended.  Two  stewards  brought  from 
the  county  of  Meath,  and  trustworthy  men,  endeavoured  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  officers, 
but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  their  live3  having  been  on  several  occasions  seriously 
threatened. 

I should  not  have  shrunk  from  grappling  with  the  difficulties  of  Corcomroe,  had  it  been  in 
my  power  to  devote  a sufficient  portion  of  my  time  to  that  locality.  But  in  a district  of  vast 
extent  and  difficulty,  and  with  the  multiplicity  of  the  demands  upon  every  moment  of  my 
time,  I could  have  devoted  but  a small  portion  of  it  to  any  one  locality  without  neglecting 
others.  I also  found  upon  inquiry,  that  I possessed  no  means  of  controlling  the  committees 
when  determined  to  act  contrary  to  directions §,  and  did  not  wish  to  subject  myself  to  a 
repetition  of  insults  of  the  grossest  description,  such  as  I have  never  before  seen  offered  to  a 
public  officer.  I might  have  applied  for  authority  to  stop  the  works  iu  the  barony,  some  of 
which  bad  already  been  suspended  ; but  in  the  state  of  destitution  in  which  the  people 
were  at  that  time,  I could  not  venture  upon  such  a course. 

Under  these  circumstances  there  remained  but  one  mode  by  which  I was  enabled  generally 
to  control  the  amount  of  expenditure,  viz.,  by  limiting  the  numbers  to  be  employed  to  a 
certain  proportion  of  tlie  destitute  population,  according  to  the  census  of  1841. 

This  I was  enabled  to  do  in  most  parts  of  tlie  barony,  but  in  Killilagh  the  overseers  and 
check  clerks  continued  to  employ  the  men  quite  contrary  to  the  established  rules,  a course 
which  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  would  not  be  attempted  in  any  other  part  of  the 
district  at  the  time  of  my  removal. 

In  revising  in  committee  when  time  permitted,  I went  through  the  lists  or  books,  and 
struck  off  the  names  of  such  persons  as  appeared  to  me  ought  not  to  be  employed ; this 
process  was  performed  by  my  hand  only  partially,  for  the  following  reasons:  1st.  Ihe 
greater  part  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  discussing  the  principles  on  which  the  revisions 
should  take  place,  and  the  amount  of  employment  necessary  to  relieve  the  people,  together 


• * Vide  Letter  and  Return  of  John  Petty,  esq.,  assistant  engineer. 

+ Vide  printed  Form. 

+ Vide  Circulars,  (E.)  11  Nov.  1846;  (K.)  8 Dec.  1846.  . _ . , 

$ Vide  extract  from  a letter  of  a member  of  a committee  in  the  Eastern  District:  I am  per  e y 

aware  of  our  relative  position ; you  are  a paid  officer,  and  must  do  as  you  are  Jid ; 1 am  a tree  agen  , 
and  shall  do  as  I like.” 
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. , w ,,  with  mucTi  irrelevant  matter.  2nd.  Feeling  the  information  furnished  to  me  by  the  books  or- 

Appendix  (B.)  * b“  incorrect  anc[  well  aware  of  the  avidity  with  which  any  pretext  for  a charge 

Further  Report  and  against  me  of  injustice  or  cruelty  would  be  seized  on,  I it ipruden  m every  case 

Correspondence  where  it  was  practicable,  to  oblige  the  committees  themselves  to  strike  off  the  names  from 
with  Copt.  Wynne,  their  lists  or  books.  3rd.  From  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  it  would  have  been  impos- 
! sible  to  have  gone  through  one-tenth  of  the  names  giving  due  consideration  to  each  case  *. 

In  most  of  the  committees  tire  rules  laid  down  for  their  guidance  in  their  revisions  of  lists 
were  pronounced  cruel  and  unjust ; the  poor-law  valuation  was  pronounced  erroneous ; the 
census  of  1841  was  stated  to  represent  fractional  parts  of  the  population,  varying  from 
one-half  to  four-fifths.  In  one  instance  the  chairman  of  a committee,  the  Rev.  Mr.lyneh, 
declared  that  since  1841  there  were  35  brrtlrs  in  his  parish  for  each  death  that  had  taken 
olace  The  cows  exhibited  in  the  stock  column  were  pronounced  unsaleable,  and  no  better 
than  goats  each  committee  claiming  the  possession  of  the  worst  description  of  stock  in  the 
entire  county  and  the  greatest  increase  of  population.  The  proportion  of  the  population 
that  it  was  necessary  to  employ  to  afford  relief  never  could  be  agreed  upon ; and  in  one 
instance  the  Rey.  Mr.  Roughan  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  unless  three-fourths 
of  the  entire  destitute  population,  men,  women,  and  children,  were  employed,  deaths  from 
starvation  must  inevitably  ensue.  . . 

The  discussions  of  these  topics  were  often  extremely  stormy,  and  m some  cases  assumed 
a character  in  no  small  degree  trying  to  the  nerves  and  temper. 

In  the  case  of  committees,  which  from  their  remote  positions  and  from  the  pressure  upon 
me  I was  seldom  able  to  visit,  I,  by  letter,  strongly  urged  the  necessity  for  revision,  and  for 
sending  me  the  lists  so  revised,  adding,  that  the  men  could  not  be  employed  after  a certain 
day,  except  on  lists  sanctioned  by  the  inspecting  officer. 

From  Liscannor  relief  committee  I did  not  receive  these  lists  till  the  30th  December,  my 
first  application  for  them  having  been  made  on  the  30th  of  October  previous. 

I was  then  obliged  to  return  them  for  the  signature  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Cornelius 
O’Brien,  m.  p.  Upon  their  being  sent  back  to  me  duly  signed,  I issued  employment  lists 

UPOn  the  6th  of  January  I received  supplementary  lists  from  the  same  committee  (Liscan- 
nor), containing  460  names.  On  revising  these  lists,  1 found  it  necessary  to  strike  off  one- 
half : selecting  for  employment  those  who  appeared  from  the  information  furnished  by  them 
to  require  it  most.  This  proceeding  excited  the  wrath  of  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  brother  to 
the  county  member,  who  took  occasion  at  the  following  sessions  of  Enmstimon  to  accuse  me 
publicly  of  having  struck  off  the  names  of  the  poorest  persons  returned  to  me  by  the  com- 
mittee ; a statement  wholly  at  variance  with  the  fact,  as  will  appear  from  the  lists  which  I 
forward  herewith,  as  I acted  on  that  occasion  entirely  on  the  information  furnished  by  those 

llStIn  a petition  to  Parliament  emanating  from  the  same  committee,  and  which  has  appeared 
in  the  local  papers,  I am  accused,  amongst  other  charges  equally  unfounded,  of  having 
caused  the  deaths  of  numbers.  ,,  t 

The  course  I have  invariably  pursued,  I conceive  to  have  been  that  best  calculated  to 
produce  the  contrary  result.  1 have  given  every  opposition  in  my  power  to  the  employment 
of  those  persons  who  did  not  stand  in  need  of  relief ; and  I have  never  refused  m a sing  e 
instance  to  sanction  the  employment  of  any  individual  appearing,  from  the  information  lur- 
nislied  to  me  by  the  committees,  to  require  relief,  although  well  aware  I could  not  depend 
in  all  cases  upon  the  accuracy  of  that  information.  The  committees  alone,  therefore,  are 
chargeable  with  the  consequences  of  unjust  distribution  of  relief. 

These  consequences  have  been  happily,  as  yet,  very  few  in  this  county  when  comparea 
with  others  where  destitution  has  prevailed  to  an  equal  extent ; and,  as  far  as  1 &ve 
able  to  learn,  have  been  confined  to  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  where  the  committees  na 
set  themselves  in  opposition  against  the  inspecting  officer  +.  , 

To  the  exemption  of  the  district  from  deaths  by  starvation  to  any  extent,  as  well  as  to  t 
perfect  tranquillity  which  now  prevails  in  the  western  district  of  the  county,  and  wdicu  P - 
sents  a strong  contrast  to  the  state  in  which  I found  it  on  the  30th  of  October  last,  1 
may  with  confidence  appeal  as  the  strongest  and  most  satisfactory  refutation  ot  the  cnarg 
preferred  against  me  in  the  petition  aforesaid,  every  statement  of  which,  as  regards  my 
duct  as  a public  officer,  I pledge  myself  to  disprove,  so  far  as  such  will  be  practical)  e. 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  lists  furnished  by  the  Liscannor  relief  commi  ee, 
signed  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  as  chairman,  1 find  a large  number  of  persons  who  s ou 
never  have  been  recommended,  and  who  would  never  have  been  employed  had  I been.a, _ 
of  their  real  circumstances.  Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  comfortable  farmers  an 
holders,  the  constituents,  and  in  some  cases,  the  tenants  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  O bnen. 

From  Fisher-street  relief  committee,  as  I have  already  stated,  I have  never  receive  y 
lists  ; I find,  however,  that  very  great  abuses  have  existed  there  ; and  that  large  num  • 
of  comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders  have  been  employed  on  the  public  works,  m 
particularly  in  the  parish  of  Killilagh,  tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnam  > 
chairman +.  Early 


• At  Corofin  the  numbers,  previous  to  the  revision,  amounted  to  upwards  of  5>000 
oflncbiquin  only. 

f Vide  Report,  “ Clare  Journal,”  March  l. 
j Vide  Return  by  Captain  Gordon,  Inspecting  Officer. 
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Early  in  my  acquaintance  with  the  relief  committees  of  the  county  of  Clare,  I stated  to  the 
Board  what  was  then  my  opinion,  viz.,  that  any  system  of  relief  administered  through  the 
medium  of  those  bodies,  constituted  as  they  then  were,  must  fail  in  its  operation* ; that  it 
was  never  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  that  a relief  fund  should  be  dispensed  by  persons 
deriving  benefit  therefrom,  directly  or  indirectly ; for  instance,  stewards,  gangers,  and  check 
clerks  receiving  from  6 s.  to  18  s.  per  week,  many  of  whom  are  members  of  the  relief  com- 
mittees in  the  county  Clare. 

I reported  to  the  Board  that  I could  not  place  any  confidence  in  the  information  furnished  to 
me  by  the  committees  +,  suggesting  at  the  same  time  the  expediency  of  employing  officers  to 
make  an  accurate  return  of  the  inhabitants  of  each  parish,  together  with  such  circumstances 
as  would  fairly  determine  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  each  family  in  the  parish  for  employ- 
ment on  the  public  works;  these  officers  to  be  selected  from  the  class  of  serjeants  in  the 
army,  or  sub-constables  in  the  police;  one  for  each  parish,  who  could  have  made  the  neces- 
sary return  in  three  weeks  or  a month. 

I have  little  doubt  that  had  this  course  been  adopted  it  would  have  saved  a large  expen- 
diture of  money  and  many  lives. 

1 would  not  be  understood  to  implicate  all  the  committees  or  all  the  gentlemen  composing 
those  bodies,  in  the  general  charges  T have  brought  against  them.  I have  received  support 
from  many  ; others  were  anxious,  1 have  no  doubt,  to  give  me  assistance,  but  were  obliged 
either  to  withdraw  from  committee  or  remain  passive  and  silent  members. 

1 trust  the  Commissioners  will  pardon  me  for  now  alluding  particularly  to  the  complaint, 
which,  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  of  last.  December,  I made,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
county  Members  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon,  and  which  is 
reported  to  have  given  offence  to  those  gentlemen. 

At  that  time  the  county  was  violently  disturbed,  outrages  had  been  perpetrated  on  several 
of  the  Board’s  officers,  amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Millett,  assistant  engineer,  who  was  on  that 
day  the  principal  object  of  the  charges  made  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to  (Major 
Macnamara) ; and  who  stood  in  a position  at  that  time  both  requiring  and  possessing  strong- 
claims  to  the  protection  of  those  gentlemen.  The  people  were  under  the  impression  that  he 
(Mr.  Millett)  had  prevented  them  from  being  employed,  or  retarded  their  employment,  and 
had  expressed  their  dissatisfaction  strongly  by  threats  and  personal  violence,  and  this  was 
the  opportunity  these  gentlemen  availed  themselves  of  to  bring  forward  this  identical 
charge  introduced  by  Major  Macnamara  into  a speech  in  which  he  designated  the  audience 
his  tenants,  his  friends,  and  his  freeholders,  and  stated  that  he  came  there  to  protect  them 
from  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  who  were  wronging 
them.  He  then  charged  Mr.  Millett  with  keeping  them  out  of  employment.  Major  Mac- 
namara had  on  a former  occasion  grossly  insulted  Mr.  Millett,  and  pointed  him  out  to  the 
mob  as  having  called  them  “ ruffians.” 

Mr.  O’Brien  had  also,  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Millett,  endeavoured  to  intimidate  him  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  threatened  to  name  him  to  the  people  as  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  if  he  did  not.  comply  with  his  wishes  in  putting  the  men  to  work  at  once. 

1 "naturally  felt  extremely  anxious,  not  only  for  the  safety  of  these  officers  engaged  with 
me  under  such  trying  circumstances,  but  that  their  exertions  should  not  be  crippled  by  in- 
timidation ; and  in  writing  my  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Ennistimon  sessions,  I felt 
strongly  that  in  the  then  state  of  the  country,  the  course  taken  by  the  two  gentlemen  alluded 
to,  in  violently  attacking  the  conduct  ol  the  public  officers,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and 
excited  mob,  of  such  a description  as  was  then  assembled,  and  representing  those  officers  as 
unjustly  standing  between  the  people  and  employment,  was  calculated  to  lead  to  conse- 
quences of  the  worst  description,  and  likely  even  to  endanger  the  lives  of  these  officers, 
especially  that  of  Mr.  Millett,  who  was  at  the  time  obnoxious  to  the  people,  from  the  im- 
pression that  then  existed  amongst  them  of  imaginary  wrong  done  them  by  that  gentleman, 
and  the  exposed  position  in  which  his  duties  placed  him. 

So  strongly  did  I hold  this  opinion  that  on  the  following  Thursday,  in  the  same  place,  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  refuse  going  on  with  the  proceedings  in  the  presence  of  a similar  concourse 
of  people,  and  insisted  on  adjourning  to  an  adjoining  room;  in  which  step  I was  most 
violently  opposed  by  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
officers  of  the  Board  then  present,  that  had  that  meeting  been  held  in  open  court,  the  very 
worst  consequences  would  have  followed.  I may  also  add,  that  at  the  next  sessions  held  in 
the  same  court,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  O’Brien  then  sitting  on  the  bench  as  chairman,  I 
was  handed  a starlight  notice,  threatening  my  life  if  1 did  not  leave  those  parts.  I was 
under  no  apprehension  for  my  own  personal  safety ; but  I repeat  that  I consider  the  conduct 
of  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  not  only  calculated  to  alarm  the  officers  of  the 
Board,  but  to  endanger  their  lives,  and  1 find  that  in  this  opinion  many  others  coincide. 

I was  under  the  impression  that  it  was  my  duty  to  represent  matters  as  I found  them,  and 
not  as  they  ought  to  be ; the  facts  I have  stated  I shall  prove ; the  inference  to  be  drawn 
Heave  to  the  Board  and  the  Government.  . 

I trust  the  Commissioners  will  see  the  impossibility,  under  the  circumstances,  ot  furnishing 
the  return  required.  , , . . , , ,-a. 

I should  have  furnished  the  papers  required  of  me  before  now,  but  had  considerable  dim- 
culty  in  procuring  them,  many  of  my  papers  not  having  been  preserved  on  my  transier  from 
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the  district.  I was  therefore  obliged  to  make  application  for  a portion  of  this  correspondence 
and  other  documents  required. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  add  that  I feel  confident  that  the  Commissioners  will  see  the 
necessity  of  taking  such  steps  as  will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  establishing  the  truth  of 
ray  statements  before  some  public  tribunal ; and  I beg  to  assure  them  that  by  that  con- 
fidence I should  receive  ample  justice  at  their  hands,  1 have  been  alone  restrained  from 
taking  measures  myself  to  vindicate  my  character  from  charges  which  I ought  not  for  a 
moment  to  submit  to. 

I beg  leave  to  forward,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners,  copies  of  letters  which 
I have  received  from  the  chairmen  of  the  relief  committees. 


LETTERS  to  Captain  Wynne,  from  the  Chairmen  of  Relief  Committees  of  the 
County  Clare,  referred  to  at  foot  of  his  Report,  dated  4 March. 


Letter  from  Sir  Lucius  O'Brien,  Bart.,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  Clare,  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

Dromoland,  10  March  1847. 

Although  from  my  living  in  a different  district  of  the  county  of  Clare  from  that  which 
you  had  in  charge,  I am  unable  to  bear  testimony  which  can  be  of  any  great  value,  this  I 
may  say,  that  I have  every  reason  to  believe  your  intentions  were  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
your  very  arduous  position  with  the  most  unflinching  integrity,  and  that  your  zeal  for  the 
public  service  has  been  the  principal  cause  of  your  coming  into  collision  with  some  of  the 
members  of  relief  committees. 

Whether  you  may  have  been  always  in  the  right  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  say,  nor  will 
you  expect  me  to  pronounce ; an  exact  inquiry  into  the  facts  before  a competent  tribunal 
could  alone  determine  this  point. 

In  such  an  investigation  the  greatest  consideration  should  be  had  for  the  very  great  diffi- 
culties which  existed  in  the  circumstances  to  be  dealt  with.  The  extent  of  the  calamity 
was  not  at  that  time  fully  ascertained,  neither  is  it  now.  The  amount  of  relief  which  the 
Government  of  the  country  proposed  to  apply  for  to  Parliament  was  not  determined;  the 
money  that  would  be  sanctioned  for  expenditure  on  public  works  and  relief  funds  could  not 
be  anticipated : and  while  it  was  your  duty,  as  well  as  that  of  the  relief  committees,  to  keep 
down  the  extravagant  waste  of  money,  it  was  no  less  incumbent  on  all  parties  to  be  careful 
that  none  should  perish  from  the  exercise  of  too  great  parsimony.  Upon  such  uncertainties 
differences  of  opinion  would  prevail ; and  1 can  only  repeat,  that  whether  you  were  right,  or 
whether  others  were  so,  your  conduct  was,  in  my  opinion,  marked  by  fearless  integrity,  and 
a determination  to  discharge  your  duty  to  the  public  at  all  hazards;  and,  for  my  part, 
I sincerely  hope  the  inquiry  which  seems  to  be  proceeding  will  terminate  to  your  entire 
satisfaction,  and  that  the  country  will  pronounce  the  same  acquittal  of  everything  but  the 
most  upright  and  honourable  intention,  which  your  own  feelings  say  that  you  deserve. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Vandeleur , Vice-Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Clare,  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

Kilrush,  10  March  1847. 

I should  have  written  at  once  to  express  my  opinion  of  your  straightforward  conduct 
during  the  time  you  were  inspecting  officer  of  Clare,  had  I thought  it  necessary.  Your 
only  object  appeared  to  me  to  carry  out  the  Labour  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  put 
down  jobbing  wherever  you  found  it,  which  you  certainly  did  in  a most  fearless,  determined 
manner ; and  believe,  whatever  others  may  say,  the  really  destitute,  in  many  cases,  were 
greatly  indebted  to  your  exertions.  The  task  you  had  was  a most  difficult  one,  and,  as  iar 
as  my  observation  went,  I consider  that  you  did  your  duty  with  great  forbearance  and  good 
temper. 


Letter  from  Thomas  Mahon,  Esq.,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  Ennis  Committee. 

Greenlawn,  Ennis,  11  March  1847. 

My  name  is  little  known,  and  any  testimony  from  me  therefore  can  have  little  weight? 
but  duty  forbids  me  to  withhold  my  pen,  or  refuse  the  expression  of  my  fullest  approval  o 
your  conduct  while  you  laboured  to  discharge  one  of  the  most  onerous  duties  in  this  unfor- 
tunate country.  In  the  wretchedly  demoralized  state  of  society  here,  whoever  will  uncom- 
promisingly set  his  face  against  evil  must  be  opposed,  aud  sinister  motives  imputed  to  him , 
and  bad  as  things  have  heretofore  been,  the  Labour  Rate  Act  of  the  last  year  (the  acme  o 
hasty  and  ill-digested  legislation,)  has  sealed  the  moral  ruin  of  the  people,  and  so  set  them 
upon  deception  and  scheming,  that  1 cannot  hope,  for  the  remainder  of  my  sojourn  in  t is 
world,  to  see  the  slime  of  it  removed.  I was  glad  to  find  you  had  been  removed  from  Uare> 
for  I feared  for  your  personal  safety ; but  for  that  circumstance,  it  would  have  gratified  ra 
to  have  the  continued  assistance,  in  this  sad  season,  of  your  unwearied  and  indeiatigao 
labour  to  put  down  deception,  and  preserve  for  those  who  need  them  the  employment  an 
wages  intended  them. 
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Letter  from  the  Very  Reverend  Archdeacon  Whitty,  J.P.,  Chairman  of  Ennistimon 
Relief  Committee,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennistimon,  10  March  1847. 

T have  no  hesitation  in  giving  my  decided  opinion  that,  under  most  trying  circumstances, 
you  never  appeared  to  forget  the  situation  in  which  you  stood,  and  in  which  your  best 
endeavours  were  exerted  to  do  your  duty  fearlessly  and  uprightly. 

1 had  only  in  Corofin  and  Ennistimon  any  opportunity  of  witnessing  your  conduct  in  the 
relief  committees  and  at  presenting  sessions. 


Letter  from  E.  W.  Burton,  Esq.,  j.  p.,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Clifden,  9 March  1847. 

I feel  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  your  conduct  as  inspecting  officer  of  this  district 
was  both  gentlemanlike,  straightforward,  and  kind  in  the  extreme,  under  trying  circum- 
stances ; one  of  which  I cannot  easily  forget,  as  I and  a brother  magistrate  left  Ihe  room 
rather  than  be  a party  to  what  we  considered  a most  unjustifiable  attack  on  you.  I must 
further  say,  that  had  it  not  been  for  your  firmness  in  making  an  example  when  outrages 
were  committed  in  this  hitherto  peaceable  portion  of  the  country,  it  would  now  be  in  a state 
of  perfect  insubordination. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Franklin,  h.p.,  19th  Regiment,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  11  March  1847. 

I feel  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  manly  and  straightforward  manner  in 
which  you  performed  the  duties  required  of  you  whilst  stationed  here  as  inspecting  officer 
under  the  Board  of  Works,  having  to  contend  with  circumstances  of  no  ordinary  nature, 
requiring  the  combined  strength  of  mind,  body,  and  nerve  which  you  showed  in  the  many 
unpleasant  scenes  you  were  obliged  to  take  part ; where  I do  not  "hesitate  to  say  that  you 
were  not  only  exposed  to  the  fury  of  excited  mobs,  but  also,  in  my  opinion,  to  assassina- 
tion, the  means  so  frequently  resorted  to  in  this  unhappy  country  by  the  lower  orders  to 
avenge  real  or  imaginary  grievances.  I often  thought  of  the  risk  you  were  obliged  to  run 
in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  at  the  time  when  firing  at,  assaults,  threats,  &c.,  were  of  very 
common  occurrence  on  different  persons  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  county, 
but  must  say  I never  heard  you  express  the  least  fear  for  your  personal  safety,  although 
evincing  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  engineers  and  several  officers  employed  in 
your  district.  1 certainly  considered  you  what  is  termed  in  Ireland  a “ marked  man;”  and 
if  1 mistake  not,  I heard  of  a bet  having  been  made  that  you  would  be  shot  before  you  left 
the  country,  which  proves  I was  not  singular  in  my  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say,  that  I consider  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  labourers 
towards  their  superiors  now  is,  in  a great  manner,  attributable  to  the  firmness  with 
which  you  carried  out  the  judicious  plan  of  stopping  works  on  which  outrages  were  com- 
mitted. 


Letter  from  Marcus  Keane,  Esq.,  j.p.,  Chairman  of  Kilmally  Relief  Committee,  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

Beech  Park,  Ennis,  10  March  1847. 

Not  having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  you  before  you  left,  I cannot  avoid  expressing 
the  regret  which  I and  many  of  vour  friends  felt  on  hearing  of  your  transfer,  as,  with  the 
exception  of  one  expression  in  a letter  of  yours  to  Colonel  Jones,  your  conduct  at  the  Kil- 
mally,  the  Kilkee  and  other  committees  at  which  I had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  and 
observing  the  principles  which  influenced  your  actions,  was  marked  with  straightforward 
justice  and  benevolence;  and  to  your  active  assistance  and  co-operation  while  attending  the 
committee  of  which  I have  the  honour  to  be  chairman,  we  feel  indebted  for  the  fact  that 
numbers  have  been  preserved  from  perishing  by  famine. 

Happy  as  I and  many  others  of  our  committee  must  feel  at  your  promotion  to  a situa- 
tion more  advantageous  to  yourself,  we  at  the  same  time  sincerely  regret  that  it  should  have 
been  the  means  of  depriving  us  of  the  services  of  so  considerate  and  efficient  an  inspecting 
officer. 


Letter  from  Major  Ball,  j.p.,  Chairman  of  the  Relief  Committee  of  Kilchreest  and 
Clondegad,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Fort  Fergus,  Ennis,  10  March  1847. 

I beg  to  assure  you  that  I have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opinion  that  your  diffi- 
cult and  invidious  duties,  as  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  were  performed  by 
>ou  In  this  part  of  the  county  of  Clare  in  the  most  zealous,  impartial,  and  straightforward 
Bianner,  and  that  the  services  you  rendered  were  of  the  greatest  importance.  I beg  to  add, 
at  I heard  of  your  removal  from  this  to  another  county  with  the  deepest  regret. 

0l°.>  512 
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Letter  front  Thomas  Crowe,  Esq.,  j.p.,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

I should  have  answered  yours  sooner,  but  was  from  home.  You  ask  me  to  state  my 
opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  you  discharged  your  duties  as  inspecting  officer  while  in  this 
county  I can  only  say  that,  whenever  I met  you  at  the  Inchiquin  relief  committee,  of 
which  I am  a member,  I consider  that  no  man  could  discharge  his  duty  in  a more  upright 
and  straightforward  way  than  you  did,  and  always  with  an  anxiety  to  have  the  poorest 
persons  put  on  the  works  and  the  snug  men  kept  off ; in  fact,  you  appeared  to  me  to  be 
always  anxious  to  correct  every  abuse  that  lay  in  your  power. 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Studdert,  Chairman  of  the  Clare  Abbey  Relief  Committee,  to 
Captain  Wynne. 

12  March  1847. 

I regret  the  necessity  of  your  being  obliged  to  enter  into  a defence  in  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  you  discharged  the  difficult  duties  of  your  situation  as  inspecting  officer 
under  the  Board  of  Works  whilst  in  the  county  of  Clare. 


Havino-  had  much  opportunity  of  noticing  your  zeal  aud  good  judgment,  your  gentlemanly 
deportment  and  benevolent  anxiety  to  provide  employment  for  the  destitute  poor  in  the 
district,  I can  with  pleasure  and  confidence  bear  my  very  humble  testimony  to  your 
valuable  services  during  the  period  of  your  connexion  with  the  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone 
committees. 


LETTER  from  the  Local  Engineers  of  the  Baronies  of  Corcomroe , Inchiquin,  and  Islands, 
to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  13  March  1847. 

We  have  read  with  much  surprise  the  petition  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  impugn- 
ing your  conduct  while  acting  as  inspecting  officer  in  W est  Clare,  and  having  had  each,  in 
hit  own  district,  opportunities  of  meeting  you,  we  are  anxious  to  record  our  testimony  to 
your  exceedingly  courteous  manner  towards  all  parties,  even  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances • to  your  straightforwardness  and  firmness  of  purpose,  to  the  ability  and  zeal  evinced 
by  you  in  the  discharge  of  your  very  difficult  duties,  for  which  you  are  so  well  adapted,  and 
to  the  great  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  you,  by  checking  indiscriminate  employment, 
by  correcting  abuses  where  they  could  be  discovered,  by  urging  the  committee  to  revise  the 
lists  to  exclude  the  comfortable,  to  substitute  the  poor,  and  by  your  oft-repeated  anxiety  to 
have  every  destitute  person  employed,  and  to  meet  the  views  of  the  committees  as  tar  as 
consistent  with  your  duty. 

We  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that  the  results  of  the  Board’s  operations  are  clearly  discern- 
ible in  the  improved  state  of  the  country,  the  cessation  of  outrage,  and  the  absence  from  one 
of  the  most  destitute  districts  in  Ireland  of  the  frightful  scenes  of  death  which  have  occurred 

elsewhere.  (signed)  Charles  A.  Morris. 

John  Fitzgerald. 

R.  J.  MU  Lett. 

John  Petty. 

W.  B.  Galway. 


LETTER  from  Captain  Gordon  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  14  March  1847. 

I am  much  obliged  for  your  note,  and  also  to  see  yon  are  meeting  with  ^ “PE?!1 
the  Government  you  deserve.  I am  quite  sure  that  had  you  not  acted  y > ^ 
firmness,  no  inspecting  officer,  however  anxious,  could  have  stood  his  gr0UfnJ  ’ ^ what  we 
the  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  are  so  great,  that  I lose  ad  hope  of  keeping 
have  gained. 

At  Ballyougban,  on  Friday,  the  committee  permitted  the  mob,  who  had  been  taken  o , to 
be  present  at  the  proceedings,  and  Mr.  M‘ Donough  threw,  of  course,  everyffiing  P 
shoulders,  exclaiming  occasionally,  “ It  is  useless  going  on  investigating  the ^case  , g 
will  not  put  them  on,”  &c.  The  people,  however,  were  very  quiet  and  ordeily , 
to  the  secretary.  You  will  see  Mr.  Gamble  before  you  get  this. 

P.S. — There  is  the  greatest  confusion  about  my  district  since  the  relief  commissioners 
have  appointed  me  to  the  Ennis  Union,  and  the  Board  of  Works  think  I am  at  E 
Heave  for  that  place  to  morrow,  and  know  not  how  I shall  exist  there,  upe  “ 8 re<Ti. 
and  that  is,  when  the  new  measures  get  a fair  start,  that  I may  be  allowed  to  jo  j o 
ment,  as  I could  not  live  at  such  a place. 
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LETTER  from  Francis  G.  Morony,  Esq.,  d.  l.,  Chairman  of  the  Miltown  Malbay  Relief  Appendix  (B.) 

Committee,  to  Captain  Wynne.  

14  March  1847.  Letter  from 

I have  been  prevented  hitherto,  by  pressing  business,  from  replying  to  your  letter  of  the  F.  G.  Moronv,  Esq. 
8th,  and  now  snatch  an  hour  on  the  Sabbath  to  do  you  that  justice  wfiich  the  uniform  tenor  to  Captain  Wynne, 
of  your  conduct  requires  from  me.  

While  acting  as  inspecting  officer  in  this  district,  I,  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
found  you  zealous,  active,  and  untiring  in  exertion  to  apply  the  benefit  of  the  relief  mea- 
sures to  the  really  destitute.  In  undertaking  the  duty  I did  I felt  that  I required  the 
forbearing  hand  of  the  officers  placed  in  inspection  over  me,  and  I found  that  in  correcting 
the  errors  I fell  into,  in  common  with  others,  in  the  hasty  application  of  relief  to  an  excited 
people,  I experienced  from  you  kindness  and  courteous  consideration. 

My  private  and  official  intercourse  with  you  left  me  but  one  feeling,  that  of  regret  at  your 
removal. 


LETTER  from  Lieutenant  Swinbourne,  Inspecting;  Officer  Eastern  Division  of  County  Clare, 
to  Captain  Wynne. 

Dublin,  16  February  1847. 

I have  read  your  report  in  the  Blue  Book  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Ennistimon  present-  Letter  from 
ment  sessions,  held  on  the  4th  of  December  1846,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  from  Lieut.  Swinbourne 
what  I heard  from  gentlemen  who  were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  to  Captain  Wynne. 

the  state  of  Clare  at  the  time,  you  were  perfectly  warranted  in  the  language  made  use  of  in  

that  report ; and  such  was  my  opinion  when  you  read  the  report  to  Captain  O’Brien  and 
myself,  previous  to  forwarding  it  to  the  Board. 

I have  also  heard  the  opinion  of  several  county  Clare  gentlemen,  who  quite  agree 
with  me. 


LETTER  from  Captain  O'Brien,  Inspecting  Officer  in  the  Eastern  Division  of  County  Clare, 
to  Captain  Wynne. 

Limerick,  27  February  1847. 

Having  seen  in  the  newspapers  observations  reflecting  on  your  conduct  as  inspecting 
officer  in  Clare,  I feel  bound  to  state  my  opinion  on  those  points  which  relate  to  it,  of  which 
I had  an  opportunity  of  judging  when  we  were  together  in  Ennis,  during  last  November  and 
December. 

I do  not  hesitate  to  declare  my  belief,  considering  the  state  of  the  country  at  that  time, 
that  the  language  which  was  stated  to  have  been  used  at  the  presentment  sessions  at 
Corofin  and  Ennistimon,  and  subsequently  at  the  relief  committee  at  the  latter  place,  was 
calculated  seriously  to  affect  vour  personal  safety,  and  that  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  who  were  doing  their  duty  honestly. 

I can  bear  witness  to  the  unremitting  zeal  and  honesty  of  purpose  by  which  you  were 
actuated,  in  the  performance  of  duties  of  no  small  difficulty,  during  the  period  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  associate  with  you  last  winter. 


Letter  from 
Captain  O’Brien 
to  Captain  Wynne. 


LETTER  from  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  to  Captain  Wynne. 

Ennis,  10  March  1847. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  state  that  I fully  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  accom-  Letter  from 
panying  letter*  from  the  engineers  in  charge  of  several  baronies  in  my  district.  I know  your  S.  Gamble,  Esq.  to 
character  does  not  stand  in  need  of  their  vindication,  or  mine ; but  having  had  the  advantage  Captain  Wynne. 

of  travelling  in  company  with  you  throughout  West  Clare,  in  the  discharge  of  your  respective  — , 

duties,  and  of  witnessing  the  proceedings  at  the  relief  committees,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  entire  approval  of  the  admirable  course  pursued  by 
you,  and  of  stating,  from  personal  knowledge,  that  the  allegations  in  the  Liscannor  petition 
are  altogether  unfounded.  Coming  even  from  that  quarter,  1 am  astonished  at  the  hardi- 
hood with  which  statements  so  contrary  to  simple  facts  are  made,  with  the  evident  hope 
that  some  credence  would  be  given  to  charges  advanced  so  confidently,  and  that  an  impres- 
sion would  be  created  against  you,  before  waiting  for  a reply.  I know  your  independence 
too  well  to  suppose  that  you  would  hold  for  a moment  any  situation  rendered  insecure  by 
§uch  attacks;  but  you,  and  all  of  the  Board’s  officers,  cannot  but  feel  gratified  and  stimu- 
lated to  further  exertion  by  the  warm  and  spirited  defence  of  your  conduct  by  the  Govern-, 
ment,  and  their  determination  to  have  justice  done  to  your  character. 

Few  can  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  had  to  contend  with  in  providing  promptly  for 
the  relief  of  the  destitute,  and  at  the  same  time  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  selfish  and 
interested  plans  of  committees  who  were  swayed  for  the  most  part  by  interest  or  by  fear. 

In  compliance  with  urgent  representations  of  the  immediate  danger  of  starvation  and 
outbreak,  the  labourers  were  at  first  employed  without  the  proper  lists  being  furnished  to 
you.  When  some  of  the  committees  delayed  to  make  out  lists,  in  order  to  prolong  the 
employment  of  many  not  destitute,  who  would  have  been  rejected  by  you,  and  when  others 
mrnished  erroneous  or  defective  lists  with  the  same  object  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have 

stopped 

* See  letter  of  131b  March  from  Messrs.  Charles  A.  Morris,  &c.  &c. 
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stopped  the  works ; but  you  wisely  hesitated  to  visit  the  sins  of  the  committees  on  the 
famishing  people,  by  adopting  a course  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  many. 

Under  these  circumstances  little  was  to  be  gained  by  persuasion ; it  was  necessary  to  take 
a bold  and  determined  course,  and  unsparingly  to  expose  the  existing  abuses,  and  inspire 
the  committees,  if  possible,  with  the  fear  of  exposure.  H 

To  your  firmness  in  dealing  with  the  committees,  and  the  good  feeling  evinced  toward  the 
people,  in  acting  on  the  principle  that  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  starve,  I consider  that 
West  Clare  is  indebted,  on  the  one  hand,  for  the  removal  of  many  abuses,  and  the  reduction 
of  the  numbers  even  within  the  present  limits;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  for  the  preservation 
of  the  population  of  one  of  the  most  destitute  districts  of  Ireland  from  those  frio-htful  scenes 
of  death  witnessed  in  other  localities. 

1 have  a delicacy  in  speaking  of  personal  exertion;  but  not  only  was  a readiness  evinced 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  destitute,  but  I know  that  your  exertions  were  seldom  discontinued 
until  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  sole  object  thought  or  spoken  of  was  the 
welfare  of  West  Clare. 

Though  acting  on  these  principles,  you  are  accused  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  of 
cruelly  and  injustice;  charges  which  can  be  clearly  shown  to  be  justly  attributed,  not  to 
you,  but  to  many  of  the  committees,  and  not  least  to  the  Liscannor  committee.  For  instance 
in  their  petition  against  you,  they  state  that  many  persons  have  perished  of  want,  and  yet 
those  persons  have  been  omitted  by.them  from  the  first  lists  furnished  and  vouched  by  Mr. 
C.  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  and  which  list  at  the  same  time  contained  the  names  of  most  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  district,  a great  part  of  them  being  the  tenants  and  constituents  of  Major 
Macnamara  and  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  as  will  appear  from  comparison  of  the  labour  lists,  list  of 
freeholders,  and  poor-law  valuations,  sent  herewith. 

When  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  without  any  provocation,  at  Covofin,  denounced  the  Government, 
the  Board,  and  the  officers  for  employing  the  people  on  useless  works  instead  of  in  the 
tillage  of  land  ; when,  at  Ennistimon,  Major  Macnamara  held  up  the  Board’s  officers  as 
injuring  the  people  and  insulting  the  gentry,  and  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  proclaimed  before  his  mob, 
that  in  consequence  of  your  conduct  he  had  been  obliged  to  ask  you  if  you  intended  to  in- 
sult him  ; when  Major  Macnamara  addressed  you,  saying,  “Who  are  you?”  and  “What 
are  you?”  when,  subsequently,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  accused  the  Board’s  officers  of  forming  a 
conspiracy  against  him  ; when  he  alone  called  upon  Archdeacon  Whitty  to  put  you  under 
arrest  for  violence  all  his  own ; when  his  creatures  demanded  that  you  should  be  turned  out 
of  the  committee-room  ; when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Haurahan  rushed  up  to  you,  shaking  his  fist  in 
your  face,  and  shouting,  “ Kick  him  out ; ” under  these  trying  circumstances,  your  perfect 
composure  and  self-possession  was  your  best  and  only  protection.  At  that  period  the  lives 
of  the  Board’s  officers  were  evidently  in  peril.  We  always  travelled  armed.  You  fre- 
quently spoke  of  your  certain  expectation  that  “ some  of  the  Board’s  officers  would  bite  the 
dust  within  a fortnight,”  and  we  often  speculated  as  to  who  would  probably  be  the  victim  j 
whether  Millett,  or  Ritley,  or  Fitzgerald,  or  you,  or  I.  And  we  made  a treaty,  often  men- 
tioned to  others,  that  if  you  or  I were  murdered,  the  survivor  would  stop  the  works  until 
the  commands  of  the  Board  were  made  known. 

And  if  happily  no  murder  has  been  yet  committed,  l do  not  attribute  our  escape  to  the  pru- 
dence or  precantiou  of  those  gentlemen  who,  at  first  from  motives  of  intimidation,  and  then 
from  resentment,  held  up  the  Board’s  officers  before  the  excited  people  as  doing  them  injus- 
tice, and  standing  between  them  and  general  employment,  as  well  on  the  public  works  as 
in  the  tillage  of  their  gardens,  but  to  the  firmness  with  which  intimidation  was  met,  and  to 
the  effectual  method  of  repressing  outrage  by  stopping  the  works  where  violence  occurred. 

Ilad  the  committees  acted  on  different  principles,  had  they  exerted  themselves  to  assist 
instead  of  to  embarrass  you,  had  they  listened  to  your  prophetic  warning  that  they  were 
committing  suicide,  by  creating  an  expenditure  which  no  exchequer  could  stand,  a large 
amount  of  expenditure  would  have  been  saved,  and  there  would  be  now  no  necessity  for 
striking  off  a large  proportion  of  the  labourers,  for  the  consequences  of  which,  be  they  what 
they  may,  the  committees  are  responsible. 

It  must  be  most  gratifying  to  you,  that  though  censured  by  some,  your  conduct  has  met 
the  cordial  approbation  of  the  leading  gentry ; and  I feel  convinced  that  all,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  will  yet  acknowledge  that  you  were  the  best  friend  of  West  Clare,  especially  if 
the  coming  investigation  be  in  any  way  instrumental  in  breaking  down  the  system  of 
intimidation  which  has  prevailed  in  Corcomroe,  and  is  truly  described  in  Mr.  W estropp  s 
letter. 

Now  that  the  numbers  employed,  and  the  wages,  are  about  to  be  reduced,  I entertain 
serious  apprehensions  that  the  course  pursued  towards  the  Board’s  officers  may  yet  be 
attended  with  disastrous  consequences. 


LETTER  from  Captain  Gardiner  Fishbourne  to  Colonel  Jones. 

Ennis,  22  March  1847. 

Ox  arriving  this  day  in  Newmarket-on-Fergus,  I found  a large  concourse  of  people 
assembled  round  the  committee-house  in  a considerable  state  of  excitement,  the  causes  of 
excitement  being  first  and  principally  the  stop  being  put  to  task-work.  Secondly,  the  stop- 
page of  very  many  works  in  the  district  for  want  of  funds.  They  conceived  that  I was  the 
cause  of  it  all,  and  were  proportionably  exasperated  against  me,  so  at  first  they  would  not 
hear  me  ; when  they  did,  1 explained  the  rations  and  mode  of  relief  intended,  aud  that  the 

destitute 
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destitute  would  receive  rations  for  nothing,  and  in  fact  that  they  were  receiving  them  at  that 
moment  in  Newmarket.  One  or  two  said,  “ That  is  all  we  want/’  but  their  voices  were  imme- 
diately drowned  in  the  general  cry,  “ No  meal,  give  us  money  to  buy  ourselves  ■ we  must 
have  general  employment  and  piece-work.”  I explained  that  I could  not  promise  them  any- 
thing of  the  kind,  but  the  contrary,  as  the  works  would  all  soon  cease,  the  money  beino-  run 
out ; then  finding  that  further  business  was  impossible,  and  reasoning  useless,  I deternuned 
with  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  to  leave  the  committee-room;  this  they  said  I should  not  do  until 
I had  promised  them  general  work  ; I eventually  succeeded  in  getting  out,  but  not  before 
all  my  clothes  were  nearly  torn  off,  and  my  shins  slightly  kicked;  after  gettino-  out  1 was 
struck  in  the  head,  but  not  hurt,  though  my  hat  had  been  previously  knocked  off.  I was 
most  kindly  protected,  to  a great  extent,  by  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  and  Mr.  Robert  Stoddert 
of  Newmarket,  both  of  whom  received  blows  intended  forme,  I trust  not  of  any  consequence’ 
however,  certainly  not  Sir  Lucius,  as  they  were  confined  to  his  shins.  I have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  distress  was  not  the  case,  as  any  real  distress  was  met  by  the  soup  kitchen 
and  meal  which  they  were  issuing.  They  expressed  a marked  dislike  to  the  soup. 

There  was  a sergeant  of  police,  and  a steward  under  the  Board,  that  behaved  very  well. 
When  I learn  their  names,  1 will  report  them  to  the  Board. 


LETTER  from  Mr.  Griffith  to  Mr.  HiU. 

Board  of  Works,  24  March  1847. 

In  consequence  of  the  disgraceful  attack  which  was  made  on  Captain  Fishbourne,  at 
Newmarket-on-Fergus,  on  the  22d  instant,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  have  deter- 
mined to  stop  all  the  road  works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place  till  further  orders. 

Not  being  aware  of  the  designation  of  the  particular  works  which  should  be  discontinued 
to  meet  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners,  I must  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to  act  and 
stop  such  of  the  works  as  will  show  ilie  labourers  that  they  shall  not  be  masters,  and  in 
fact,  if  a decided  step  be  not  taken,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  out  the  new  Relief  Act  in 
the  county  of  Clare. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  rely  on  your  prudence  and  steadiness  on  this  occasion. 


LETTER  from  Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Trevelyan. 

(Relief  Department.) 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Dublin,  6 April  1847. 

I am  directed  by  the  Board  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a letter  from  Captain  Gordon,  inspecting 
officer  of  the  county  Clare,  relative  to  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  returning  improper 
objects  for  employment. 


Ennistimon  Union,  County  of  Clare. 

Sir,  Ennistimon,  31  March  1847. 

I have  to  enclose  two  cases  that  came  before  the  petty  sessions  for  investigation  on  the 
29th.  Martin  Kinnane  has  10  acres  (Irish)  of  land,  and  is  valued  at  10 /.  16s.,  and  was 
returned  as  destitute  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  as  I reported  on  the  28th  February. 

I have,  since  that  report,  ascertained  that  Widow  Flanagan,  who  was  also  returned  as 
destitute,  is  one  of  the  20  highest  ratepayers  of  Liscannor. 

I have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  Board  of  Works,  (signed)  H.  W.  Gordon , 

Dublin.  Captain  59th  Regiment. 


Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions,  29  March  1847. 

Michael  McDonogh  v.  Martin  Kinnane,  Ballyvorda.-— To  show  cause  why  he  was  dismissed 
from  his  service. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was,  the  defendant  ordered  him  on  the  public 
works  in  his  place,  drew  the  entire  monev  (pay)  of  5 s.  per  week,  and  only  paid  the  plaintiff 
at  the  rate  of  35  s.  per  year. 

John  Garrahy  v.  Michael  Fitzpatrick,  Ballyfadeen. — Neglecting  to  pay  12  s.  wages. 

William  Conole  examined. — Plaintiff  was  compelled  by  his  master  to  serve  on  the  public 
works,  and  earned  for  his  master  2 /.  5 s..  who  took  up  the  whole  money,  paying  the  servant 

°nly  12  s.  for  half  a year. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Letter  from  Cnpt. 
G.  Fishbourne  io 
Colonel  Jones. 
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Mr.  Hill. 
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Mr.  Walker  to 
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Report  from  Mr. 
Gamble. 


REPORT  from  Mr.  Gamble,  transmitting  the  Papers  required  by  Order  of  The  House, 
and  other  Documents. 

Ennis,  G March  1847. 

In  pursuance  of  the  directions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  February,  I have  the 
honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  papers  and  returns  required  by  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  dated  22d  February  1847  ; viz. 

Copies  of  a certain  notice,  dated  the  21st  day  of  November  184b,  from  Richard  Millett, 
resident  engineer  for  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  in  the  county  of  Clare,  to  check  clerks  at 

^OfSajor  Macnamara’s  letter,  dated  the  30th  day  of  November  1846,  addressed  to  Richard 
Millett,  and  of  his  reply  thereto. 

Of  Major  Macnamara’s  letter  to  Mr.  Gamble,  district  engineer  for  the  county  of  Clare, 
dated  the  30th  day  of  November  1846,  and  Mr.  Gamble’s  reply  thereto. 

Of  Major  Macnamara’s  letter  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  the  2d  day  of  December  1840,  and 
of  his  reply  thereto.  , , . 

List  of  the  stewards  and  check  clerks  employed  on  the  several  works  m the  relief  district 
of  Killilagh,  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  said  works  by  the  district  and  resident  engineers 
respectively,  during  the  progress  of  the  said  works,  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January  1847,  and 
the  date  of  each  visit.  . 

I take  the  liberty  of  submitting  at  the  same  time,  ior  the  information  ot  the  Commis- 
sioners, copies  of  other  documents,  illustrative  of  the  circumstances,  and  the  results  of  the 

relief  works  in  this  district.  , , „ A , , , , „ 

When  I took  charge  of  this  district  towards  the  latter  end  ot  September  last  the  first 
meetings  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  were  being  held,  at  which  and  the  sub- 
sequent sessions  presentments  accumulating  to  half  a million  sterling,  were  passed.  Works 
to  the  amount  of  220,000 1.  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Treasury,  and  in  four  mouths 
180,000 1.  have  been  expended.  . . 

Soon  after  my  arrival  the  pressure  for  employment  became  most  painful : the  majority  of 
the  labouring  population  were  in  a state  verging  on  starvation.  Great  alarm  pervaded  the 
county ; property  was  not  considered  safe ; various  outrages  were  committed  ; and  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  in  many  places  of  an  outbreak. 

The  committee,  when  formed,  loudly  demanded  immediate  and  general  employment;  but 
little  else  was  done  by  them  ; they  collected  scarcely  any  subscriptions,  and  did  not  even 
make  sufficient  exertions  to  prepare,  in  due  time,  the  registries  and  recommendation  lists 
required  by  the  instructions  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  preliminary  to  the  opening  of  the  relief 

The'  neglect  of  the  committees  was  not,  however,  visited  on  the  starving  people,  who,  in 
the  crisis,  were  put  to  work  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

But  few  of  the  committees  were  anxious  to  carry  out  the  views  of  Government. 

These  bodies  are  well  known  to  have  possessed  many  members  of  high  character  and 
undoubted  integrity  ; but,  with  some  exceptions,  those  gentlemen  were  satisfied  to  be  passive 
spectators  of  the  proceedings,  without  exerting  themselves  to  control  them. 

The  great  object  of  most  committees  was  to  put  as  many  men  on  the  works  as  possible  , 
and  of  the  men  to  do  as  little  as  possible,  so  that  when  the  numbers  had  reached  35,000, 
and  the  daily  expenditure  2,000  l.,  the  cry  was  still  “ more,  more.” 

Under  these  circumstances  Captain  Wynne  saw  the  necessity  for  adopting  a bold  and 
determined  course.  _ • , • 

As  inspecting  officer  he  charged  the  committees,  in  some  instances,  in  their  presence,  with 
authorizing  the  employment  of  comfortable  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute ; with 
neglecting  to  make  out  proper  registries,  and  with  furnishing  him  with  erroneous  information; 
and  sometimes  allusions  were  made  to  the  possibility  of  stopping  the  works  in  case  the 
instructions  were  not  observed.  , 

The  abuses,  however,  having  arisen  in  the  first  instance  chiefly  from  the  neglect  or  by  the 
interference  of  the  committees,  were  seldom  corrected  at  their  own  instance  ; on  the  con- 
trary, much  opposition  was  offered  to  the  revision  of  the  lists  required,  by  which  m two 
baronies  upwards  of  3,000  persons  were  struck  off  the  works.  . 

On  the  other  hand,  whenever  an  outrage  was  committed,  or  a spirit  of  insubordination 
manifested,  the  works  were  at  once  suspended,  a course  that  has  been  universally  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  attended  with  very  beneficial  results.  , 

It  was  impossible  for  those  managing  the  works  to  meet  all  that  was  required  ot  them. 
Some  parties  first  of  all  earnestly  called  for  immediate  employment  for  the  people;  nest 
crowded  the  works  with  their  labourers,  their  tenants,  and  their  freeholders  ; and  then  de- 
nounced the  Government  and  the  Board,  as  on  the  one  hand  insulting  the  country  by  em- 
ploying the  labourers  without  sufficient  implements  and  due  preparations,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  starving  the  people  by  withholding  the  employment  so  generously  provided  for  them 
at  sessions.  , , . 

Many  who  have  not  made  the  least  exertions  to  bring  food  into  the  country,  dec 
against  the  policy  of  the  Government  as  the  cause  of  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  w“,c 
might  have  been  greatly  alleviated  by  well-directed  exertions  on  the  part  of  individuals  o 
committees.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  minds  of  the  people  were  unsett  e 

witnessing 


* Vide  Nos.  l,  2,  3,  4,  5,  10,  pp.  802,  803.  805. 
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witnessing  such  scenes,  and  that  they  allow  themselves  to  be  taught  by  those  who  had  pro-  Appendix  (B.) 

claimed,  lor  months,  in  speeches  and  letters,  that  the  people  would  'spare  neither  life  nor  

property  if  they  were  not  lied  by  the  Government.  Report  from  Mr. 

On  the  opening  of  the  works  there  was  a determination  amongst  the  people  to  do  no  work*,  Gamble. 

and  there  was  an  undergrowl  against  the  Board  and  their  officers  for  placing  any  limit  to  

employment,  and  for  introducing  task-work,  to  which  the  men  were  violently  opposed. 

Several  notices,  threatening  the  engineers  and  overseers  with  the  fate  of  Pierce  Caries, 
the  last  victim,  were  sent  to  them-f- ; and  outrages  were  committed  on  some  most  exposed 
to  the  violence  of  the  people. 

Two  stewards  were  driven  from  Kilmally  by  the  labourers,  and  in  presence  of  Captain 
Wynne  and  me  J,  on  the  following  morning,  the  deputy-chairman  of  the  committee  hesitated 
not  to  justify  the  act,  and  to  declare  that  no  stranger  would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  that 
parish. 

About  the  middle  of  October,  in  Ennistimon,  shortly  after  the  breaking  up  of  a meeting 
of  committee,  the  mob  in  open  day  proceeded  to  the  lodgings  of  two  overseers  I had  sent 
from  the  county  Meath,  and  threatened  them  with  death  if  they  did  not  leave  the  place. 

The  treatment  offered  by  the  Ivillilagh  relief  committee  to  MTnerheny,  the  overseer,  as 
detailed  in  his  letter  immediately  after  the  occurrence,  requires  no  comment  from  me.  He 
states  that  he  was  taken  against  bis  will,  like  a prisoner,  through  the  country,  by  two 
policemen,  sent  by  the  committee  or  the  chairman  to  insist  upon  his  attendance.  No  course 
could  be  more  calculated  to  bring  him  into  discredit  with  the  people,  or  disqualify  him  from 
controlling  them,  than  the  treatment  he  received. 

I need  scarcely  mention,  that  in  the  barony  of  Islands,  Hennessy,  the  overseer,  was  fired 
at,  and  severly  wounded  ; and  in  Inchiquin,  Harrington  was  dragged  from  his  bed  and 
brutally  beaten. 

In  the  accompanying  mandate  of  the  13tli  October,  from  the  Rev.  John  Sheehan,  p.p.§, 

Ennistimon,  he  demanded  instant  employment,  stating  that  “ people  are  standing  on  a 
volcano  ; there  will  be  an  outbreak  if  the  works  are  held  back  any  longer  ; partial  lists  will 
not  do  ; all  must  be  employed,  at  least  in  great  numbers,  or  the  consequences  will  be  dis- 
astrous.” 

Yet  wher.  I directed  Mr.  Millett  to  prepare  a trial  section  for  a new  line  of  road,  which 
nns  behind  the  chapel,  but  without  encroaching  on  the  grounds  attached  thereto,  Mr. 

Sheehan  violently  protested  against  it  as  interfering  with  the  devotion  of  his  people,  declared 
that  he  would  oppose  it  by  force,  and  latterly,  even  with  his  life.  He  addressed  the  congre- 
gation in  chapel,  saying  he  would  not  allow  the  road  to  be  made  ; that  he  would  withdraw 
from  the  committee  ; that  the  people  need  not  come  to  him  for  tickets,  adding,  that  “ if  the 
engineers  had  no  religion  the  people  had  some.”  This  conduct  tended  very  much  to  unsettle 
the  minds  of  the  labourers. 

At  Corofin  presentment  sessions  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  M.  P.,  used  very  exciting  language, 
abusing  the  Board  and  their  officers;  and  took  such  a course  that  the  Board’s  officers  were 
obliged  to  appear  as  standing  between  the  people  and  the  tillage  of  their  land. 

The  effect  of  this  course  appears  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Holmes,  who  a few  days  after 
heard  from  the  people  of  the  row  that  had  taken  place  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  an  officer 
of  the  Board,  of  their  pleasure  at  the  way  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  had  acted,  and  their  expec- 
tation that  the  officers  of  the  Board  would  have  less  authority  over  them. 

Proceedings  similar  to  those  at  Corofin  followed  at  Ennistimon  sessions  on  the  4th  of 
December,  where  Major  Macnamara,  in  a crowded  court-house,  reproached  Mr.  Millett  with 
having  kept  200  starving  people  from  employment.  Mr.  Millett  excused  himself  by  saying 
he  was  detained  in  Ennistimon  by  a set  of  ruffians,  when  Major  Macnamara  caused  a 
sensation  by  turning  to  the  people  and  saying,  “ Do  you  hear  that  ? Whom  do  you  call  a 
set  of  ruffians?  ” by  charging  Mr.  Millett  with  hostile  feeling  and  various  delinquencies.  It 
was  scarcely  two  months  prior  to  this  that  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Millett,  for  his  conduct  in 
conducting  the  grant  works,  had  been  passed  by  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Major  Macnamara,  and  nothing  whatever  appeared  to  justify  me  in  recom- 
mending the  Board  to  withdraw  their  confidence  from  Mr.  Millett,  whom  I,  however,  subse- 
quently removed  from  that  barony  in  consequence  of  the  ill-feeling  existing  towards  him. 

Previous  to  the  circumstances  stated  at  the  opening  of  the  works,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  M.  P., 
having  taken  umbrage  at  Mr.  Millett ’s  conduct,  sent  him  a message,  that  if  he  did  not  give 
more  employment  he  would  tell  the  people  that  the  engineers  were  to  blame  and  not  the 
magistrates ; that  he  would  not  be  answerable  for  the  peace,  aud  that  it  was  better  for  him 
not  to  fall  out  with  an  attorney. 

The  adoption  of  such  a course,  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  who  in  that  locality  exercise 
complete  sway  over  the  populace,  was  far  trom  prudent.  The  object,  apparently,  was  inti- 
midation, but  it  was  pursued  regardless  of  consequences,  for  the  people  were  then  greatly 
irritated  against  Mr.  Millett,  and  had  some  days  before  offered  him  actual  violence. 

At  the  subsequent  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct,  held  at  Ennistimon  the 
following  week,  still  more  irritating  scenes  occurred,  but  happily  the  populace  were  excluded, 
or  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  disastrous  the  consequences  might  have  been. 

Under 


• Vide  Nos.  10,  n,  pp.  805,  806. 
t Nos.  jo,  11,  pp.  805,  80b. 

£ See  Letter  of  J.  Fitzgerald,  esq.,  No.  11,  p.  806.^ 

^ Mr.  Sheehan  has  renewed  his  agitation. — Vide  No.  16,  p.  808. 
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Under  all  these  difficulties  Captain  Wynne  held  an  onward  course,  and  the  destitute  were 
beginning  to  learn  that  he  wished  to  be  their  friend. 

Whatever  disorganization  or  demoralization  may  have  occurred  on  the  public  works  is 
not  fairly  attributable  to  the  operations  of  the  Board,  carried  on  in  the  face  of  the  obstruc- 
tions already  mentioned,  but  to  the  causes  before  adverted  to,  to  exciting  speeches  and 
letters,  which,  being  intended  to  influence  Government,  had  their  chief  effect  in  heating  the 
minds  of  the  people ; to  the  passiveness  of  most  of  the  gentry,  arising  from  various  causes, 
and  to  the  fact  of  the  committees  recommending  for  relief  employment,  frequently  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  destitute,  many  persons  in  comparatively  comfortable  circumstances,  who 
have  shown  themselves,  in  some  instances,  the  most  difficult  to  control  and  to  get  into 
proper  subordination  on  the  works. 

Amid  all  the  abuses  that  still  exist,  it  is  gratifying  for  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  a 
visible  change  for  the  better  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  country  ; the  alarm  in  the 
public  mind  has  in  a great  degree  subsided,  but  few  outrages  on  property  are  heard  of,  and 
in  some  instances  the  labourers  have  successfully  assisted  the  officers  of  justice,  a very  rare 
occurrence  in  the  county  of  Clare.  There  is,  perhaps,  in  all  this  a feeling  of  growing 
respect  or  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  people  towards  the  gentry  of  the  country  and  the 
Government.  This  change  I attribute  in  some  measure  to  the  boldness  with  which  Captain 
Wynne  met  every  attempt  at  intimidation,  to  the  firmness  displayed  in  repressing  outrages 
by  the  stoppage  of  the  works,  to  the  large  amount  of  relief  afforded,  and  also  to  the  encou- 
ragement, in  many  cases,  given  to  exertion  by  the  introduction  of  task-work.  I am  deeply 
sensible  that  any  attempt  at  withdrawing  from  the  people  the  means  of  present  subsistence, 
would  inevitably  plunge  the  country  into  a worse  state  than  in  October  last. 

But  if  the  improved  disposition  of  the  people  be  promoted  by  the  same  means  which  gave 
rise  to  it,  firmness  and  anxious  attention  to  their  wants,  the  happiest  results  may  follow. 


(N°.  1.) 

13  October  1846. 

John  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.  p.,  has  instructed  bearer,  Tim  Reagan,  to  get  the  barrows  and 
other  work  implements,  at  Kilfenora,  to  commence,  I suppose,  the  public  works. 

Mr.  O’Brien  has  sent  a list  of  his  tenants  who  want  work,  33  in  number.  Their  dis- 
tresses, and  necessity  for  employment,  he  says,  are  urgent.  Mr.  O’Brien  is  surprised  that 
the  public  works  are  not  already  in  progress.  People  are  standing  on  a volcano.  There 
will  be  an  outbreak  if  the  works  are  held  back  any  longer;  partial  lists  will  not  do;  all 
must  be  employed,  at  least  in  great  numbers,  or  the  consequences  will  be  disastrous. 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Public  Works,  (signed)  John  Sheehan,  p.  p. 

Ennistimon. 

Mem.  by  Mr.  Gamble.— Mr.  John  O’Brien  has  altogether  disclaimed  giving  such  instruc- 
tions. 


Corofin,  21  October  1846. 

My  Dear  Sir,  Parish  of  Bait. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  that  the  people  in  the  western  part  of  the  parish  are 
starving;  this  is,  alas,  no  unnecessary  alarm  ; there  is  in  this  no  exaggerated  statement.  I 
am  sure  it  is  in  your  power  to  relieve  them  ; and  I know  also  that  you  feel  for  them.  or 
God’s  sake  look  to  them ; I cannot  stand  their  cries  for  bread.  Order  Mr.  Petty  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  with  No.  76  on-  the  map,  new  road  from  Corofin  to  Ennistimon,  between 
Powlnagalure  and  the  new  road  leading  from  Millhook  to  Maurice’s  Mills,  parish  ot  Ka  * 
This,  together  with  the  roads  already  mentioned  to  you  by  Mr.  Petty  (and  the  necessity  or 
. these  cannot  brook  delay),  will  for  some  days  afford  relief.  . , . 

My  dear  Mr.  Gamble,  by  your  compliance  with  this  application  you  will  do  mcalcuia 
.good;  you  will  save  the  lives  of  many,  which  you,  I am  sure,  consider  not  only  an  lmpe- 
.rative  but  pleasing  duty.  I write  this  under  feelings  of  the  greatest  alarm  and  anxiety. 

I remain,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Stephen  Walsh. 

See.  &.c. 


(No.  3.) 

Moymore,  Ennistimon,  Parish  of  Kilraacrehy 
Sir,  and  Kilispuglinane,  3 November  1846. 

I assure  you  our  condition  iu  this  district  is  most  deplorable.  It  is  most  ffistrMSii^, 
to  see  the  number  of  able-bodied  men  now  unemployed,  and  in  a state  of  starvation.  1 ° 
on  the  lists  are  working,  and  disposed  to  be  content,  though  I know  several  of  them  t 
consequence  of  the  high  price  of  food)  are  obliged  to  work  on  one  meal  in  the  24  hours. 

I beseech  you,  as  a humane  man  and  a Christian,  to  open  other  works  at  once ; or,  11 
be  impracticable,  to  enlarge  the  number  of  men  on  the  several  works  now  in  operation 
this  district,  to  the  gross  amount  of  150,  which  may  be  done  in  the  following  manner : 
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To  put  on  No.  38  an  increase  of  - - - - - 50 

„ 58  „ - 10 

» 75  „ _____  10 

„ 79  „ _____  10 

From  Carroll’s  Cross  to  Ranah  - - - - - 50 

Coast  Road  - --  --  --  - 20 


I have  spoken  to  Mr.  Millett  on  the  above  subject,  and  he  referred  me  to  you. 

I have,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Timothy  Shannon,  p.  p. 


Appendix  (B.) 

Report  from  Mr. 
Gamble. 


(No.  4.) 

Dear  Sir,  Kilmurry,  9 November  1848. 

The  destitution  and  misery  of  my  poor  people  is  so  great  that  I am  convinced  that  there 
will  he  an  outbreak ; lam  therefore  constrained  to  make  another  appeal  to  you  ; you  have 
promised  that  you  would  do  all  you  could  for  them ; in  the  name  of  God,  then,  grant  me  50 
more.  The  people  are  infuriated  ; if  they  break  out  once  there  will  be  no  end  to  outrage  ; 
grant  this  request  and  they  will  give  us  a truce.  The  hopes  which  I held  out  to  them  alone 
prevented  them  from  committing  crime  during  the  last  fortnight  ; do  not,  then,  in  the  name 
of  the  God  of  mercy  and  charity,  dash  the  cup  from  their  lips.  Be  assured,  if  you  grant 
this  request,  I will  spare  you  as  long  as  I can. 

I remain,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  E.  P.  Barry. 

P.  S . — Be  good  enough  to  send  a line  in  reply. 


(No.  5.) 

Sir,  Lisdoonvamagh,  Monday,  26  October. 

Having  received  a note  from  Mr.  Petty,  of  Corofin,  this  day,  requesting  me  to  go  to 
that  place,  as  by  your  directions,  and  being  there  on  a drive  yesterday,  and  having  heard 
of  the  present  excited  state  of  that  locality,  as  exhibited  by  their  threatening  to  the  officers, 
&c.,  and  having  passed  successfully  through  a similar  scene  some  days  ago  here,  I feel 
confident  that,  on  your  mature  consideration  of  my  peculiar  circumstances,  you  will  not 
make  a mark  of  me  by  exposing  me  to  the  resentment  of  the  populace,  who,  being  delayed 
out  of  employment,  are  in  a state  of  awful  destitution,  reckless  of  consequences. 

I am,  &c. 

To  S.  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  Thos.  G.  M‘ Bride. 


(No.  6.) 

Sir,  Ennis,  5 March  1847. 

On  3d  of  October  I commenced  making  a section  of  a proposed  new  line  between  Ennis- 
timon  and  Lahinch,  in  company  with  Mr.  Molloy;  was  greatly  obstructed  by  the  people, 
who  took  up  stones,  and  were  so  violent  that  I was  obliged  to  take  up  my  instrument,  as 
they  said  they  would  certainly  break  it.  I was  afraid  of  them,  and  Mr.  Molloy  wrote  a 
note  to  the  police  officer  to  order  some  of  the  constabulary  out,  but  did  not  send  it.  When 
the  people  saw  that  we  were  determined  to  proceed  with  the  work,  they  allowed  the  trial 
section  to  be  made,  but  destroyed  all  my  bench  marks. 

On  the  18th,  Sunday,  I attended  prayers  at  Ennistimon  chapel.  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  in 
addressing  the  people  from  the  altar,  spoke  in  a very  excited  manner  about  the  intended 
new  line  behind  his  chapel ; he  desired  the  people  not  to  ask  him  to  intercede  for  them  with 
the  engineers,  they  would  not  grant  him  any  request ; that  the  answer  always  was,  that  it 
was  under  consideration  ; they  did  not  care  anything  about  him,  nor  he  about  them  ; also 
spoke  to  the  effect  that  if  the  engineers  had  no  religion  his  parishioners  had  some.  I am  of 
opinion,  and  am  sure,  that  this  address  to  the  people  was  calculated  to  excite  them  very 
much  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

I am,  8cc. 

S.  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  W.  B.  Gallwey. 


c.  (No.  7.) 

kir,  Ennis,  5 March  1847. 

About  the  middle  of  October  I went  to  the  parish  of  Kilmacrehy  to  make  a section  of 
a new  line  of  road ; I attended  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  the  same  day,  and  Mr. 
. Brien  spoke  to  me  about  the  road  I intended  to  make  a section  of,  and  where  he  wished 
it  to  be  made. 

In  making  the  section,  I did  not  go  where  Mr.  O’Brien  wished,  and  a man  of  liis  (Mantle) 
went  to  him  and  told  him  so. 

I was  driving  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  to  lay  out  another  work,  when  I saw  a 
°-i05.  5 k 2 man 
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man  running  after  me,  and  calling  me;  I thought  he  was  my  overseer,  and  told  him  I would 
be  back  in  half  an  hour.  I was  driving  a restive  mare,  and  did  not  pull  up  at  first,  as  I 
could  not  get  her  to  start  again ; however,  I did  stop  to  speak  to  the  man,  who  had  a letter 
from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  me  about  the  above-mentioned  road. 

I could  not  then  get  my  mare  to  start,  she  reared  and  became  quite  unruly ; I became 
much  annoyed,  and  told  the  man  to  go  be  damned. 

Mr.  O’Brien  asked  the  man  what  answer  l gave  to  his  letter,  he  said  that  I desired  him 
(Mr.  O’Brien)  to  go  be  damned. 

The  morning  afterwards  Mr.  O’Brien  wished  to  see  me,  where  the  road  I mentioned  was 
proposed  to  be  made  ; Mr.  John  Macnamara  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon  accompanied 
me.  Mr.  O’Brien  was  in  his  gig,  and  on  my  arrival  he  alighted,  very  much  excited,  and 
told  me  he  understood  I desired  him  to  go  be  damned.  I tried  to  assure  him  I did  not, 
when  the  man  who  told  him  I said  so  interrupted  me  by  saying  that  I did,  and  he  would 
not  belie  any  gentleman ; after  this  I did  not  say  one  word ; Mr.  Macnamara  took  Mr. 
O’Brien’s  walkingstick  from  him;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  whispered  to  me  not  to  say  any- 
thing ; I did  not  intend  or  wish  to  say  one  word  either  disrespectful  or  that  would  annoy 
him.  He  further  spoke  about  Mr.  Millett,  and  said  that  we  seemed  to  be  leagued  to  annoy 
him,  and  that  if  Mr.  Millett  was  a gentleman  he  would  have  acted  differently.  I then  said 
that  Mr.  Millett  was  a gentleman,  and  I was  quite  ignorant  of  his  having  any  falling  out 
with  him.  There  were  about  30  or  40  people  present. 

In  a day  or  two  afterwards  I was  driving  to  lay  out  a new  work  ; my  overseer  was  with 
me ; I observed  a crowd  of  people,  and  said  to  him,  I was  afraid  they  would  stop  me ; he 
replied,  they  were  assembled  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a woman  who  died  suddenly ; how- 
ever, they  did  so.  I could  neither  go  one.  way  or  the  other ; the  people  said  they  would  not 
let  me  go,  and  that  it  was  my  fault  that  the  works  were  not  put  in  progress. 

By  the  assistance  of  a man  named  Considine,  I got  away  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

The  next  time  I met  Mr.  O’Brien  he  got  out  of  his  gig,  shook  hands  with  me,  and  said 
he  was  assured  1 never  meant  anything  disrespectful  towards  him,  and  insisted  on  my  driving 
with  him. 

Mr.  O’Brien  had  previously  made  a similar  statement  at  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee. 

I am,  &c. 

(signed)  William  Blood  Gcdlwey. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq. 


(No.  8.) 

Corcomroe  Relief  Committee, 
August  1846. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  Corcomroe  Relief  Committee,  held  on  the  14th  instant,  the  Venerable 
Archdeacon  Wliitty  in  the  Chair,  the  following  Resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Fimicane,  seconded  by  Thomas  Lucas,  esq.,  that  we 
cannot  separate  without  returning  our  best  thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 
R.  Millett,  esq.,  c.e.,  and  William  Molloy,  esq.,  and  that  our  chairman  be  requested  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  them,  with  an  earnest  solicitation  to  the  Board  of  Works,  that,  in  the 
event  of  work  being  continued  or  resumed,  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  their  experience, 
being  fully  acquainted  with  their  abilities  and  gentlemanly  deportment. 

(signed)  Robert  Wildon, 

Secretary. 


(No.  9.) 

Sir,  Ennis,  26  February  1847. 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I beg  leave  to  state  the  following  particulars,  showing  the 
manner  in  which  I was  treated  in  Corcomroe,  when  1 did  not  consider  my  life  safe.  On  the 
20th  October,  a few  days  after  the  committee  meetings  in  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor,  when 
there  was  much  excitement  on  the  part  of  the  people,  who  were  led- to  suppose  that  the 
works  were  kept  hack  by  me,  Dr.  Finucane  brought  me  a message  from  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  to  the 
effect,  that  if  l did  not  get  more  works  commenced  about  Liscannor,  he  would  tell  the  people 
publicly,  not  to  blame  him,  but  the  engineer,  and  that  he  would  not  answer  for  the  peace, 
he  also  stated  that  he  would  not  be  my  schoolmaster ; that  his  house,  as  far  as  regards  hos- 
pitality, was  open  to  every  person ; and  further,  that  it  was  better  for  me  not  to  fall  out  wit 
an  attorney. 

On  Sunday  the  1st  November,  having  gone  to  spend  the  evening  at  Mr.  John  Macna- 
mara’s,  when  about  half-past  nine  o’clock,  a letter  was  brought  from  Mr.  Robert  Keane, 

E -clerk,  advising  Mr.  Gallwey,  Mr.  Molloy,  and  me,  not  to  return  that  night,  as  he  ba 
a informed  that  there  was  an  armed  party  of  20  men  waiting  at  the  sand-bills  to  attac 
us,  having  heard  me  say  that  I would  return  about  12  or  1 o’clock. 

On  my  persisting  to  return,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Shannon,  R.C.C.,  who  brought  the  let  r, 
called  me  into  the  pantry,  and  requested  of  me,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  not  to  ret“™* 
When  I was  going,  he  advised  me  to  turn  off  at  Brien’s  Bridge,  and  go  home  by  Ballmgaa  y, 
which  I did,  and  reached  Ennistimon  in  safety.  , 

On  one  occasion,  in  the  committee  of  Ennistimon,  in  presence  of  Archdeacon  "bitty an 
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others,  I was  most  grossly  insulted  by  Major  Macnamara,  who  said,  “ That  is  no  way  for  Appendix  (B  ) 

a cub  of  your  kind  to  answer  me,  sir,”  though  I said  nothing  intended  or  calculated  to  o-ive  ' ' 

offence.  . Report  from  Mr. 

On  another  occasion,  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  in  the  court-house  Gamble. 

of  Ennistimon,  on  the  4th  December,  he  blamed  me  for  not  putting  on  the  works  in  the  

parish  of  Killilagb. 

r When,  accounting  for  the  delay,  I said  that  on  Tuesday  the  3d  November  I was  attacked 
by  a set  of  ruffians  in  the  town,  upon  which  he  repeated  the  words  “ Set  of  ruffians,”  at 
the  same  time  observing  to  the  mob,  “ Do  you  hear  that?  Who  do  you  call  a set  of 
ruffians,  sir?”  This  observation  caused  me  to  say,  “ Yes,  I was  attacked  on  that  day  by 
some  persons  in  the  town  of  Ennistimon.” 

In  consequence  of  this,  and  the  treatment  those  employed  under  me  received,  I did  not 
consider  myself  secure  in  that  district,  especially  when  I saw  myself  held  up  to  the  people 
as  the  cause  of  delaying  the  works,  and  this  by  such  men  as  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr. 

C.  O’Brien,  whom  everybody  is  afraid  of.  How  then  could  it  be  expected  that  works  would 
get  on  vigorously,  when  the  engineer  is  held  up  as  standing  between  the  labourer  and 
employment  1 

A few  days  before  the  investigation,  which  took  place  on  the  10th  December,  William 
Holmes  came  to  me  and  said,  “ Sir,  I have  been  informed  by  a man  in  Ballingaddy,  that 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  on  your  life  if  you  attend  the  meeting  which  is  to  be  held  in  the 
court-house.” 

On  my  way  back  from  the  court-house  I heard  some  person  say,  “ Now,  there  he  is, 
with  the  stick.”  Dr.  Finucane  at  the  same  time  called  to  me  and  said,  “ Keep  close  to 
me ; your  life  is  not  worth  a pin.” 

Major  Macnamara’s  treatment  of  the  Board’s  officers  on  that  day  was  anything  but  pru- 
dent; so  great  was  the  excitement,  that  Captain  Wynne  called  on  the  gentlemen  present  on 
the  bench,  if  they  considered  such  a place  fit  to  hold  an  investigation  of  the  kind  in.  Major 
Macnamara  answered  that  it  was  the  fittest  place,  and  that  he  came  there  to  stand  between 
the  people  and  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Mr.  Sheehan,  the  parish  priest  of  Kilmanah,  also  thought  fit  to  pass  some  remarks  on  me, 
in  connexion  with  an  intended  improvement  at  Ennisiimon,  which  he  considered  would 
interfere  with  his  chapel.  Such  remarks,  made  on  a Sunday,  in  a crowded  chapel,  are  not 
calculated  to  bring  the  employer  and  employed  to  a perfect  understanding. 

Enclosed  I send  you  Patrick  M'Inirney’s  letter,  stating  the  treatment  which  he  received 
from  the  Killilagh  relief  committee. 

I have,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.  (signed)  R.  Millett. 


(No.  io.) 

Sir,  Corofin,  3 March  1847. 

With  reference  to  tbe  employment  of  persons  in  this  barony  at  the  commencement  of 
the  works  in  October  1846,  I beg  to  state  that  I did  not  neglect  your  instructions  on  that 
subject,  and  have  to  inform  you  of  the  following  particulars  : 

When  sent  here  in  the  early  part  of  October  to  resume  the  works,  I found  the  country  in 
a very  excited  state,  and  the  demand  for  employment  enormous,  as  the  only  food  for  the 
was  destroyed.  The  following  notice,  which  was  found  posted  on  the  court-house 
town  on  the  1 5th  September,  will  show  you  their  feelings  at  the  time : — 

“ Take  Notice. — We,  the  poor  distressed  inhabitants  of  Corofin,  give  notice  to  the  gentry 
round  the  country,  that  we  are  in  a poor  state  from  the  want  of  employment,  and  that  unless 
some  means  is  taking  to  do  something  for  the  poor,  means  will  be  taking  by  them  to  nourish 
themself,  and  keep  themself  from  starving. — N.B.  All  men  in  want  of  employment  to  meet 
in  Corofin,  on  Wednesday  the  16th,  1846.” 

Immediately  after  the  sessions,  I set  about  employing  those  persons  who  were  actually 
engaged  on  the  works  in  summer,  but  found  that  it  gave  but  partial  relief.  On  the  com- 
mittee being  formed,  lists  were  made  out  by  the  chairman,  the  priests,  and  other  members 
of  the  committee,  in  their  respective  localities,  and  on  those  tne  people  were  set  to  work, 
which  I found  very  difficult  to  do  on  account  of  their  antipathy  to  task-work,  and  the  enor- 
mous numbers  to  be  employed ; in  one  parish  alone,  Kilkeedy,  it  took  me  a fortnight, 
although  some  of  them  were  actually  starving.  When  work  was  not  had  by  the  people  in 
any  locality,  I was  generally  threatened  by  them,  and  on  one  occasion  by  a priest,  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Stack.  When  the  works  were  not  extensively  opened  in  the  parish  of  Dysart,  he 
came  with  about  50  persons  to  Corofin,  demanding  employment.  I was  from  home,  and  in 
my  absence  he  wrote  me  a very  violent  letter,  the  commencement  of  which  was,  that  the 
people  were  determined  to  be  no  longer  humbugged,  and  proceeded  in  a similar  strain ; he 
also  desired  them  to  stop  opposite  my  lodgings  until  I came  home,  and  to  make  me  give 
them  work-  I was  also  told  by  persons  not  to  go  near  their  locality,  unless  1 went  to  give 
them  employment,  which  was  sometimes  out  of  iny  power. 

The  following  notice  was  found  posted  on  the  court-house  in  Corofin  on  the  loth  of 
October,  which  will  show  you  the  threats  held  out  to  the  overseers  and  to  myself. 

Sir, 

Your  acts  of  undoubtable  tyranny  towards  the  young  men  in  your  district,  in  bringing 
s rangers  into  employment  which  they  are  not  capable  of  doing,  and  which  the  young  men 
0,1  °5-  5 K 3 here 
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Appendix  (B.) 

Report  from  Mr 
Gamble. 


I believe  the  fact  of  a large  body  of  men  going  from  the  parishes  of  Inagh  and  Kilnamora 
to  you  to  Ennis  demanding  work,  will  show  you  the  absolute  necessity  there  was  for  employ- 
ing them;  and  I confidently  assert,  that  if  it  had  not  been  given,  the  people  would  have 
been  starved,  and  neither  your  life  or  that  of  any  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works  would 
be  safe ; and  I might  add,  the  property  of  the  gentry  and  farmers. 

Lieutenant  Baillie  was  then  engaged  in  another  part  of  the  district.  Such  was  the  state 
of  things  when  Captain  Wynne  came  to  the  country.  He  and  you  determined  on  a reduc- 
tion of  numbers  and  making  out  of  proper  lists,  which  was  opposed  by  some  members  of 
the  committee,  until  Captain  Wynne  stated  that  the  works  should  be  stopped  until  it  was 
done. 

In  the  parish  of  Inagh  alone  the  numbers  were  reduced  by  700,  and  in  the  whole  barony 
by  about  1,800.  J 

I am,  &c. 

To  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  Ennis.  (signed)  John  Petty. 


here  are  capable  of  undertaking  and  executing,  is  looked  upon  with  an  evil  eye  • that  pv 
which  never  yet  failed  me  pulling  a trigger  and  bringing  down  the  object.  Now  beware 
. and  take  notice,  and  also  the  strange  overseers,  that  my  red  firebrand  of  vengeance  is  raised 
against  them  and  you,  unless  compliance  with  this,  and  strangers  absent  yourselves  in  six 
days. 

“ Lady  Clare.” 

“ To  Mr.  John  Petty,  c.  E. 


(No.  11.) 

Sir,  Ennis,  5 March  1847. 

I beg  leave  to  offer  a few  remarks  on  the  state  of  this  part  of  the  country  in  September 
last,  when  the  works  were  resumed. 

At  that  time  the  Board  were  anxious  to  establish  task-work,  to  which  the  people  were 
disposed  to  give  the  most  determined  opposition,  for  they  fancied  they  had  a right  to  be 
paid  wages  without  giving  any  return.  I heard  them  often  say  that  the  money  was  given 
by  Government  to  support  them,  and  that  the  Board  had  no  control  over  it. 

In  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  when  entering  on  lands  to  lay  out  work,  I 
had  to  encounter  violent  opposition ; and  I must  say  I never  received  any  assistance  from 
the  men  claiming  employment. 

I received  a threatening  letter,  telling  me  to  beware  of  the  fate  of  Pierce  Carrig,  lately 
murdered  in  this  county ; a short  time  before  a notice  was  posted  on  the  bridge  near  Ennis, 
reminding  me  of  hiB  end. 

I was  told  by  a steward  to  avoid  particular  places  at  night ; that  from  what  he  heard  the 
men  say,  he  thought  it  unsafe  for  me  to  be  out  late,  and  that  they  had  an  unfriendly  dispo- 
sition to  all  the  officers,  I presume,  meaning  Captain  Wynne  and  you.  From  these  repre- 
sentations I always  travelled  armed. 

Mr.  Hennessy,  parish  superintendent  in  Clare  Abbey,  returning  from  Ennis  to  Clare,  was 
fired  at  and  received  a dangerous  wound  in  the  back,  which  would,  perhaps,  have  proved 
fatal  were  it  not  for  the  thickness  of  his  clothing ; for  this  outrage  the  works  were  suspended 
for  a month.  Such  was  the  alarm  created  at  first  through  the  country,  that  stewards  and 
check  clerks  were  afraid  to  discharge  their  duties. 

In  the  parish  of  Kilmally,  the  people,  encouraged  by  Mr.  Lynch,  their  parish  priest,  gave 
such  great  opposition  to  our  stewards  and  check  clerks,  as  being  strangers,  that  at  one  time 
they  were  all  turned  off  the  works  ; and  on  another  occasion  three  stewards  were  assaulted, 
for  which  riot  the  works  were  suspended  and  informations  lodged  against  the  ringleaders, 
one  of  whom  was  priest  Lynch’s  brother,  whose  bill  was  ignored  at  the  assizes  ; threatening 
notices  were  posted  on  the  houses  of  overseers,  desiring  them  to  leave  the  parish,  or  have 
their  coffins  prepared. 

I am  now  happy  to  say  that  the  state  of  the  country  is  greatly  improved,  and  that  the  sus- 
pending of  the  works  where  outrages  were  being  committed,  was  attended  with  the  greatest 
success,  and  only  for  that,  and  the  determination  displayed  bv  Captain  Wynne,  the  inspect- 
ing officer,  it  would  have  been  still  more  difficult  to  conduct  our  works. 

I remain,  &c. 

(signed)  John  Fitzgerald, 

b.  Gamble,  Esq.,  Ennis.  Engineer  in  Charge,  Islands  Barony. 


(No.  12.) 

Sir,  Ennis,  4 March  1847. 

I beg  to  state,  that  about  the  beginning  of  December  1846,  I was  on  the  works  at  Ballin- 
gaddy,  barony  of  Corcomroe,  and  heard  among  the  men  a conversation  about  a row  between 
Mr.  O’Brien  and  one  of  the  Board’s  officers,  at  a recent  meeting  held  at  Corofin.  I spoke 
to  them  on  the  subject,  and  from  what  occurred  I understood  the  people  were  pleased  at  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  acted,  and  that  the  Board’s  officers  would  have  less  influence 
or  authority  over  them.  A subsequent  meeting  was  held  at  Ennistimon,  after  which  a man, 
whom  I can  name,  came  to  my  room  at  night,  and  informed  me  that  certain  persons  intended 
to  assault  Mr.  R.  Millett,  civil  engineer,  should  he  go  to  a meeting  expected  to  be  held  at 
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the  court-house  of  Ennistimon  the  following  day ; on  which  I acquainted  Mr.  Millett  of  the  AoDendir  ra  'i 

danger,  and  named  the  men  whom  I heard  would  assault  him  ; also  told  him  how  he  escaped  PF - 1 

on  a former  occasion,  owing  to  his  leaving  the  court-house  in  company  with  the  Very  Rev.  Report  from  Mr. 
Archdeacon  Whitty,  j.  p.,  all  of  which  was  communicated  t#  me  by  the  person  alluded  to.  Gamble. 


Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  c.  e. 


I am,  8cc. 

(signed)  W.  Holmes. 


(No.  13.) 

T Sir’  . * . . ...  „ A , Killilagh,  31  October  1846. 

I beg  to  state  to  you  particulars  of  treatment  which  I have  been  subjected  to  on  yester- 
day, while  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  by  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the  relief  committee 
of  this  parish. 

While  awaiting  the  pay  clerk  on  the  Alley  Tobin  road,  I was  accosted  by  a man  (whose 
name  I can  learn)  who  said  he  was  expressly  sent  by  Major  Macnamara  to  have  me  to  go 
to  the  village  of  Roadford  for  a few  moments  ; that  he  wanted  me  officially.  I refused  • 
firstly,  on  the  ground  that  I had  no  order  from  my  superior  officer  in  that  way  • secondly’ 
that  my  absence  from  the  works  would  have  precluded  the  possibility  of  the  payments  bein» 
made,  which,  under  present  circumstances,  the  men  stood  so  much  m need  of.  ° 

In  the  meantime  a policeman  arrived,  dispatched  from  the  same  quarter,  with  a like  mes- 
sage, observing,  that  I would  not  be  delayed  a moment ; accordingly  I went,  the  call  being 
so  urgent,  unconscious  of  the  treatment  I was  about  to  receive.  ° 

On  entering  the  committee-room  I was  assailed  at  once,  and  charges  preferred  a°ainst  me 
of  which  I knew  nothing.  a 

I endeavoured  to  give  every  explanation  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  observing  on  beino- 
questioned  by  the  chairman  and  a brother  magistrate  at  the  same  time,  that  I would  reply 
to  the  chairman  only.  I was  then  ordered  outside  doors,  after  some  queries,  in  the  most 
insulting  and  ungracious  manner,  in  presence  of  a crowd  assembled  outside  doors  on  the 
occasion. 

Such  harsh  and  undeserved  treatment  pained  me  exceedingly,  especially  beino-  a strano-er, 
and  fully  confident  that  I discharged  my  duty  since  my  appointment  to  that  locality  by  you, 
impartially,  faithfully,  and  conscientiously.  It  did  not  end  here.  On  being  ordered  out,  I 
did  not  delay  further.  I went  to  visit  my  works  after  a lapse  of  an  hour.  I was  again  forced 
off  by  a serjeant  of  police  and  one  of  his  men,  a distance  of  nearly  half  a mile,  in  presence  of 
the  country,  and  through  the  village  of  Roadford,  like  an  assassin  (with  the  exception  of  not 
being  manacled),  to  stand  another  trial  before  the  aforementioned  tribunal. 

The  indictment  was  then  read  for  me,  a composition  signed  by  the  members  of  committee, 
calling  upon  the  Board  of  Works  for  ray  dismissal,  on  the  grounds  of  giving  offence  to  a 
member  of  that  committee,  adding  a verbal  reprimand  for  leaving  the  hall  on  the  first  occa- 
sion, until  such  time  as  I got  permission ; then  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  the  resolution 
before  alluded  to  was  suggested  by  the  secretary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon,  on  condition  that  I 
prayed  pardon  for  the  alleged  offence. 

I told  him  that  if  in  the  course  of  my  explanation  an  act  or  word  of  mine  had  a disre- 
spectful tendency,  I was  satisfied  to  make  every  apology,  but  that  I was  not  aware  of  any ; 
whereupon  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

I shall  mention  other  facts  when  I next  go  in. 

I have,  &c. 

R.  Millett,  Esq.,  (signed)  Patrick  M‘Inirney. 

Resident  Engineer,  Ennistimon. 


(No.  14.) 

Office  of  Public  Works,  Ennistimon, 

My  Dear  Sir,  5 October  1846. 

I am  directed  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  inform  you,  that  the  works  being  about  to  commence  in 
this  barony,  a list  of  destitute  persons  should  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  inspecting 
officer,  Lieutenant  Baillie,  Ennis. 

It  should  be  made  out  truly  according  to  the  instructions  received  by  the  relief  committees. 
A meeting  should  be  convened,  and  the  lists  made  out  as  soon  as  possible,  as  this  list  is  now 
the  only  delay  to  the  opening  the  works  suspended. 

I have,  &c. 

To  the  Secretary,  (signed)  R.  Millett. 

Relief  Committee  of  Corcomroe. 


(No.  15.) 

_ a,r>  Ennis,  31  December  1846. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant,  I think  it  necessary  to  state  that  I determined 
on  removing  Mr.  Millet  from  Corcomroe,  solely  in  consequence  of  the  ill-feeling  existing 
wards  him  there ; but  various  circumstances  have  hitherto  prevented  me  from  carrying  out 
“e  proposed  removal,  for  which,  however,  arrangements  are  m progress. 

_ . I have,  &c. 

Major  Macnamara,  Doolin,  (signed)  Samuel  Gamble. 

Ennistimon. 


°-i05. 


S‘K  4 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (1J.) 

Report  from  Mr. 
Gamble. 


Extracts  from  the 
Clare  Journal. 


(No.  16.) 

Sir,  Ennistimon,  6 March  1847. 

Permit  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  a letter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  p.p.,  Ennistimon, 
published  in  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  the  20th  ultimo,  and  calculated  to  create  an  erroneous 
impression  on  those  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of  distress  and  large  amount  of  employment 
in  this  barony,  and  reflecting  discredit  on  the  character  of,  and  evincing,  I must  say,  an 
uncharitable  and  unchristian  feeling  against  those  who  have  used  their  best  mental  and  bodily 
exertions  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  densely  inhabited  barony. 

I suppose  the  reverend  gentleman  refers  particularly  to  the  destitution  and  mortality  of 
his  own  parishes  ; he  states  that  the  latter  is  greater  than  during  the  worst  days  of  cholera. 
I beg  to  inform  the  public,  as  a resident  in  the  locality,  that  there  has  been  but  one  verdict 
of  death  from  starvation,  and  this  of  a man  who  was  incapable  of  working  from  age  and 
bodily  infirmity.  I believe  that  deaths  from  dysentery,  inflammation,  and  colds  contracted 
on  the  public  ivorks,  are  of  frequent  occurrence;  but  I submit  the  picture  he  has  drawn,  in 
his  zeal  for  suffering  humanity,  is  too  dire  for  Skibbereen  itself,  and  calculated  to  impede 
rather  than  forward'the  course  of  relief.  The  reverend  gentleman,  as  a member  of  the  relief 
committee,  has  virtually  withdrawn  from  that  body  some  months  since,  and  gives  us  to 
understand  that  his  whole  time  is  occupied  and  his  strength  exhausted  in  spiritual  attendance 
on  the  hundreds  dying  of  starvation  ; but  should  he  for  one  week  change  with  any  one  of 
those  officials  with  whose  character  he  has  now,  as  well  as  heretofore,  taken  unwarrantable 
liberties,  he  would  find  their  place  no  more  a sinecure  than  lie  represents  his  own,  nor  less 
important  in  carrying  out  impartially  the  only  means  of  relief  at  present  available;  and 
because  caution  is  observed  in  using  these  means,  he  charitably  curses  caution  and  political 
economy.  The  reverend  gentleman,  in  referring  to  the  union  workhouse,  should  have  stated 
that  there  is  at  present  room  for  60  or  100  destitute,  and  that  those  whose  wretched  condition 
he  has  so  poetically  put  forward,  think  themselves  not  yet  destitute  enough  to  demand 
admission.  And  in  his  allusion  to  the  amounts  granted  on  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  he  should 
ha  ve  also  stated  as  a corollary,  that  a sum  averaging  2,400 1.  is  expended  weekly  on  relief 
works  in  this  barony,  not,  I am  sorry  to  say,  altogether  to  the  benefit  of  the  destitute,  as 
enough  of  that  cursed  caution  has  not  yet  been  used. 

Mr.  Sheehan  states,  “ that  the  works  executed  under  the  Labour  Rate  Act  last  a week  and 
then  tumble  down  ; that  the  parapets,  breast-walls,  &. c.,  have  already  fallen,  and  that  the 
roads  have  been  destroyed.”  In  answer  to  this,  I beg  leave  to  say  that  none  of  the  relief 
works  in  this  barony  have  at  any  time  failed  ; that  they  are  well  chosen  and  permanently 
executed,  more  so  than  could  be  expected  under  so  uncontrollable  a system.  Perhaps  the 
gullet  on  the  Lahinch  road  is  one  of  those  works  to  which  he  alludes ; this  gullet  is  a county 
job,  which  gave  in  from  the  great  pressure  of  10  feet  filling  over  it,  and  which  I got  rebuilt. 
In  conclusion,  I beg  to  remark,  that  if  the  reverend  gentleman  took  as  much  trouble  to  mform 
himself  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  as  he  has  to  acquire  Roman  history,  he  need 
noi  find  use  of  so  long  a communication ; and  if  he  had  generously  and  charitably  co-operated 
with  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  whom  lie  has  more  than  once  designated  as  fit 
subjects  for  the  hangman,  he  could  no  doubt  have  rendered  valuable  assistance,  instead  of 
exciting  a bad  feeling  amongst  the  poor,  which  can  only  tend  to  create  in  their  minds  disre- 
spect for  himself  and  all  classes  of  society. 

I am,  &c. 

Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  Ennis.  (signed)  Charles  A.  Morrh. 


Extracts  from  the  Clare  Journal. 

Thursday,  26  November  1846. 

It  ought  surely  to  be  a sufficient  amount  of  evil  to  inflict  on  the  country  to  have  the 
public  money,  which  is  ultimately  to  be  levied  off  the  land,  squandered  unmeaningly  away 
in  useless  and  inj  urious  works  ; but  when  we  find  in  addition  to  this,  that  in  many  cases  e 
most  destitute  poor  are  excluded  from  these  works  and  left  to  starve,  while  those  in  some- 
what better  circumstances  are  employed,  we  consider  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  very  clun 
of  mischievous  folly  and  wicked  heartlessness.  _ . > 

At  a meeting  of  the  Corofin  relief  committee,  which  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  wo 
Synge,  who  is  himself  a member  of  the  committee,  brought  forward  a number  of  cases  we 
poor  people  had  been  passed  by,  who  had  no  food  nor  the  means  of  procurmg  it,  w 
olliers,  who  had  at  least  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature  for  some  tn°e>  w 
placed  on  the  works.  It  is  not  surprising  that  we  hear  of  deaths  from  starvation  whi  s 
a state  of  things  is  permitted.  One  poor  man  named  John  Devitt,  in  the  parish  o 
who  has  nine  in  family,  five  of  whom  are  able  to  work,  and  who  possesses  no  lan  > 
stock,  no  provisions,  was  left  unemployed,  and  another  named  James  Guthriq,  ot  ruT“0’ 
who  has  ten  in  family,  three  of  whom  are  able  to  work,  and  who  also  has  neither  an,  ^ 
stock,  or  provisions,  was  likewise  passed  over ; and  a long  list  of  others,  equally  des  ^ 
all  means  of  subsistence,  which  Colonel  Synge  produced,  but  which  it  is  unnecess  rj' 
specify  particularly.  He  (Colonel  Synge)  wished  to  know  why  those  there 

passed  by,  while  others,  not  in  such  wretched  want,  were  employed.  He  did  not  s 
to  accuse  the  Board  of  Works,  or  to  accuse  the  relief  committee,  or  any  individual  ®em  heard 
but  when  those  starving  people  came  and  represented  their  case  to  him,  and  when  peTjtt 
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Devitt  assert  that  he  had  applied  for  work  and  was  refused  ; that  while  he  and  his  family 
were  left  without  work  or  food,  one  of  the  family  of  his  next-door  neighbour,  a man  of  the 
name  of  Neylan,  and  who  was  known  to  possess  money,  and  even  lend  it  out  on  interest, 
was  employed  on  the  works ; and  when  he  earnestly  appealed  to  him,  exclaiming,  “ Good 
God,  sir,  is  this  justice  ? ” he  felt  constrained  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  committee,  as  it 
was  evident  that  the  lists  comprising  the  names  of  the  destitute  poor  had  been  improperly 
furnished,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  that  some  change  should  be  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  here  offered  some  explanation.  He  stated  that  it  was  he  who  fur- 
nished the  lists  of  that  parish  ; but  as  he  could  not  go  through  every  townland  in  his  parish 
personally  to  select  all  the  needy  families,  he  had  appointed  persons  for  that  purpose  whom 
he  thought  trustworthy.  He  could  not  account  for  Devitt’s  name  not  having  been  returned 
in  the  list;  but  with  regard  to  Leahy,  the  individual  out  ofNeylan’s  family  who  had  obtained 
employment,  he  was  a relative  of  Neylan’s,  and  was  eutirely  dependent  on  him  for  support, 
and  was,  he  considered,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  case,  entitled  to  employment. 

Captain  Wynne  (inspecting  officer)  here  stated  that  Leahy’s  name  should  be  cancelled,  and 
Devitt’s  put  in  its  place. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  said  he  would  insist  on  Leahy’s  name  remaining  on  the  list. 

Captain  Wynne  objected  to  the  use  of  such  language  by  any  member  of  the  committee  ; 
and  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Quin  taking  upon  himself  to  appoint 
persons  to  furnish  the  lists,  rendered  him  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of  the  returns. 

Some  members  thought  that  both  names  might  remain  on  the  books. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  whether  the  committee  should  retain  or  expunge  the  name 
he  should  feel  bound  to  use  the  official  authority  with  which  he  was  invested  in  erasing  the 
name  in  question  from  the  books  of  the  committee.  He  must  make  room  for  those  in  abso- 
lute want.  He  (Captain  Wynne)  had  come  there  to-day  fully  determined  to  take  up  the 
subject  to  which  Colonel  Synge  had  referred.  He  had  been  furnished  with  the  names 
of  about  100  persons  who  had  been  struck  off  the  list,  while  persons  in  more  comfortable 
circumstances  had  been  kept  on.  He  urged  upon  the  committee  the  necessity  of  looking 
well  to  this  matter.  It  was  not  the  intention  of  Government  that  any  should  fatten  upon  the 
public  works,  or  that  those  who  were  in  comfortable  circumstances  should  be  kept  so,  but 
their  object  was  simply  to  keep  the  people  from  starvation.  He  implored  of  the  committee, 
for  God’s  sake,  not  to  suffer  any  of  the  poor  people  to  perish  around  them. 

An  individual  named  Michael  Daly  here  represented  the  case  of  a poor  lad  who  was 
absolutely  starving,  and  yet  his  name  was  not  returned  to  the  committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Quin  stated  that  he  did  not  return  his  name  as  he  was  a strolling  person,  and  did 
not  consider  him  as  belonging  to  his  parish. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  he  had  met  with  that  individual  himself,  and  he  believed  he 
was  as  great  an  object  of  charity  as  had  come  to  his  knowledge.  He  could  not  speak  a 
word  of  English,  but  he  (Captain  Wynne)  learned  through  his  interpreter,  that  the  poor 
creature  was  in  great  danger  of  dying  from  starvation.  The  case  was  oue  that  should  meet 
with  prompt  attention. 

Mr.  Shannon,  another  member  of  the  committee,  brought  a charge  against  a steward  on 
the  works,  of  the  name  of  Morony,  for  refusing  to  employ  six  or  seven  men  who  had  been 
returned  to  him  on  the  list. 

Morony  denied  that  the  names  were  upon  the  list  he  received  ; and  the  charge  could  no  t 
be  clearly  substantiated,  but  strong  suspicion  rested  upon  him,  and  he  was  severely  repri- 
manded by  Captain  Wynne,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  the  head  engineer. 

Some  confusion  appeared  to  have  arisen  from  the  books  which  contained  a list  of  all  the 
destitute  being  put  into  the  hands  of  the  stewards,  with  a mark  opposite  the  name  of  those 
who  had  been  selected  for  work.  By  this  mode  of  furnishing  the  lists,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  stewards  to  alter  them,  by  erasing  the  mark  put  to  one  name,  and  placing  it  to  any 
other  he  pleased.  This  was  the  more  to  be  guarded  against  as  a report  was  current  that 
some  of  the  stewards  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  bribes,  and  drinking  whisky  at  the 
expense  of  the  less  needy  applicants  for  work,  who  hoped  by  this  means  to  gain  their 
favour. 

Mr.  Gamble  observed,  that  if  a charge  of  the  kind  could  be  substantiated  against  any 
steward  employed  he  should  be  immediately  discharged.  He  recommended,  however,  that 
the  books  should  not  in  future  be  given  to  them,  but  merely  lists  of  the  men  whom  they 
were  to  employ.  The  rule  on  which  the  Board  of  Woiks  acted  was  to  allow  one  and  a 
quarter  for  every  destitute  family  selected,  i.  e.  supposing  there  were  40  destitute  families 

iu  a locality,  50  individuals  should  be  employed  out  of  those  families. 

Colonel  Synge  said  that  he  had  a charge  to  prefer  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
W orks,  which  he  would  now  bring  forward.  He  had  laid  out  employment  for  labourers  in 
four  town  lands  where  his  property  was  situated,  at  the  same  late  ot  wages  given  by  the 
Board  ; but  he  found  that  the  men  were  still  kept  on  the  public  works,  although  he  had 
given  orders  to  have  them  dismissed. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  should  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  have  the  men  dis- 
charged. 

Captain  Wynne  now  rose  to  bring  forward  a serious  charge  against  two  or  three  members 
of  the  committee,  who  had  taken  upon  themselves,  in  a private  house,  to  alter  the  names  in 
the  list  of  men  which  had  come  from  a meeting  of  the  committee,  signed  by  their  chairman. 
There  were  six  or  seven  of  the  men  who  were  by  that  means  kept  out  of  work,  whom  be 
had  requested  to  be  present  to  prove  the  charge.  It  was  a most  audacious  aet  on  the  part 
of  individual  members  of  the  committee,  and  if  it  could  be  clearly  proved,  he  would  deem 
it  his  duty  forthwith  to  represent  the  matter  to  Government,  and  he  should  also  ieel  com- 
0.1 05.  5 L Pelled 
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pelled  to  write  to  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  to  have  the  names 
of  the  members  struck  off  the  committee. 

In  consequence  of  some  of  the  parties  not  attending,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  could 
not  be  clearly  investigated  ; but  from  wbat  could  be  collected  of  the  affair,  it  appeared  that 
a station  was  held  by  the  priest  at  the  house  of  a member  of  the  committee,  that  one  or  two 
other  members  of  the  committee  were  present  on  the  occasion,  and  a great  crowd  of  the 
people,  that  the  members  of  the  committee  took  the  book  containing  the  names  of  the 
men  from  the  steward,  and  added  about  50  names  to  those  already  selected;  the  steward, 
however,  refused  to  employ  more  than  the  number  he  had  been  ordered;  in  consequence 
of  which  they  were  obliged  to  strike  out  the  50  names  again,  but  whether  it  was  the  50 
they  added  themselves,  or  50  of  those  who  had  been  selected  by  the  committee,  could  not 
be  clearly  ascertained. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  he  did  not  feel  satisfied,  and  would  press  for  a further  investi- 
gation into  the  affair.  If  such  conduct  were  permitted,  they  would  soon  have  the  whole 
country  in  an  uproar. 

Rev.  Mr.  Walsh,  p.p.,  suggested  that,  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  confusion,  and 
ensure  the  employment  of  the  most  destitute,  the  committee  should  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  pay-sheets  from  the  check  clerks  on  the  different  works,  the  committee  would 
then  know  exactly  what  persons  were  employed ; and,  as  they  were  limited  to  a certain 
number,  when  cases  of  great  distress  came  before  them,  they  could  easily  ascertain  what 
persons  on  the  works  were  in  less  distressed  circumstances,  and  fill  up  their  places  with 
those  in  greater  want. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  the  committee  should  be  furnished  with  such  lists. 

Mr.  Walsh  then  brought  forward  a motion  to  the  effect  that  any  of  the  labourers  employed 
on  the  public  works  who  were  known  to  keep  shebeen  houses  for  selling  spirits,  or  any  of 
them  who  were  seen  drinking  in  a public-house,  should  be  immediately  discharged ; and 
that  the  police  should  be  desired  to  communicate  any  cases  of  the  kind  that  might  come 
under  their  observation,  to  some  member  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gamble  heartily  concurred  in  this  resolution,  and  promised  to  direct  the  engineers  to 
make  it  known  to  the  men  employed. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  meeting  separated. 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  30  November. 

Clare  Abbey  Relief  Committee. 

A meeting  of  this  committee  was  held  on  Saturday  last,  the  Rev.  F.  P.  Studdertin  the 
chair.  In  consequence  of  some  of  the  men  employed  on  the  public  works  around  the 
village  of  Clare  having  entered  the  committee-room  while  the  committee  was  sitting  on  the 
previous  day  of  meeting,  and  made  use  of  insolent  language  to  the  members,  there  was  an 
attendance  of  the  police  force  on  the  present  occasion.  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer, 
and  Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  were  also  in  attendance. 

Mr.  Gamble  observed,  in  reference  to  persons  forcing  themselves  on  the  works,  without 
having  been  appointed,  and  against  the  wish  of  the  stewards,  that  such  individuals  .should 
not  be  paid  ; and  it  was  a matter  which  the  committee  should  take  into  their  consideration 
whether  such  conduct  ought  not  to  disentitle  those  who  were  guilty  of  it  from  being 
returned  on  the  list  for  employment.  . 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  great  inconvenience  had  arisen  from  the  conduct  complained 
of.  He  was  every  day  receiving  petitions  from  the  Castle,  and  he  had  now  a large  pile  of 
them,  which  had  been  sent  there  by  men  who  had  forced  themselves  on  the  works,  com- 
plaining that  they  had  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  he  understood  that  about  700  men  had  gone  to  work  that  very  day  on 
a road  at  Clondigad,  when  only  250  had  been  ordered,  and  only  that  number  would 
receive  payment. 

Mr.  James  Healy  thought  that  if  the  committee  were  furnished  with  the  lists  from  the 
check  clerks  it  would  facilitate  their  efforts  in  striking  off  the  names  of  those  who  ought  not 
to  be  employed.  . , 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  if  such  lists  were  of  use  to  the  committee,  they  could  be  furnished  with 

Captain  W’ynne  requested  that  Thomas  Ward,  Michael  Fox,  and  Michael  Nestor  should 
be  brought  before  the  committee,  in  consequence  of  their  conduct  on  the  last  day  of  ®eet'n§j 
A policeman  was  accordingly  sent  to  procure  their  attendance.  Shortly  afterwards  Michae 
Fox  and  Michael  Nestor  made  their  appearance,  and  were  severely  reprimanded  by  Captain 
Wynne  for  their  disorderly  conduct.  The  chairman  also  impressed  upon  those  e 

great  folly,  as  well  as  the  impropriety  of  their  conduct.  He  said  that  the  people  of  G are 
need  not  thiuk  they  could  bully  or  intimidate  that  committee  in  the  discharge  01  their 
duty;  and  it  was  certainly  a hard  case  when  they  were  obliged  to  have  the  constabulary  0 
protect  them  from  the  insolence  of  the  very  people  for  whose  relief  the  committee  had  been 
formed.  , 

In  reference  to  some  cases  which  came  before  the  committee,  Captain  Wynne  observ 
that  no  man  should  be  employed  whose  state  of  destitution  could  not  be  vouched  for  by  w 
member  of  the  committee;  so  long  as  they  had  cases  before  them  requiring  immedi 
relief  they  could  not  look  to  any  others.  . 

Mr.  Gamble  stated  that  he  vyas  now  prepared  to  employ  about  400  persons,  but  1 ^ 
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quite  irregular  that  any  individual  should  be  employed  who  was  not  on  the  lists.  Mr.  G. 
also  observed  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  give  higher  payment  to  any  persons  employed' 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  in  greater  distress  than  others.  r J * 

The  chairman  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Studdert)  here  observed,  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance that  the  lists  should  be  carefully  revised,  and  all  of  the  most  needy  and  destitute  first 
employed.  It  was  not  only  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  do  this,  but  it  was  also  good 
policy,  for  it  would  secure  them  the  support  of  the  poor ; and  though  they  might  incur  the 
odium  of  those  persons  whom  they  would  feel  it  their  duty  to  discTiarge,  in  consequence  of 
their  being  in  more  comfortable  circumstances,  yet  they  would  have  the  great  mass  of  the 
poor  and  needy  on  their  side,  and  therefore  could  not  have  the  slightest  reason  to  dread  the 
malevolence  of  the  few.  But,  independent  of  any  consideration  of  the  kind,  it  was  their 
duty  to  see  that  justice  be  done  to  the  really  destitute  poor.  On  this  principle,  be  (Mr. 
Studdert)  contended  that  pensioners  who  had  9d.,  10  d.,  or  Is.  per  day  of  pension  ought  not 
to  be  employed,  while  so  many  who  had  neither  pensions  or  means  of  any  kind  to  support 
them  were  excluded. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating,  as  a general  rule, 
that  any  person  having  a pension  of  6 d.  a day  or  upwards  should  not  obtain  employment. 
He  had  met  with  an  individual  on  the  works  that  confessed  to  having  a pension  of  1 s.  3 d. 
per  day.  This  was  a state  of  affairs  which  should  be  rectified  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
found  in  this  county  about  7,000  men  employed  who  were  not  in  a state  of  destitution.  It 
would  require  some  time  to  have  all  the  lists  properly  revised  ; but  he  was  happy  to  say 
that  he  was  succeeding  in  correcting  a great  many  cases  of  this  description.  The  first  day 
he  (Captain  W.)  went  to  Corofin  he  found  1,000  applicants  for  tickets  ; and  on  inquiring 
into  their  claims,  he  discovered  that  many  of  them  were  in  worse  circumstances  than  those 
employed.  On  the  next  day  of  meeting  there  he  struck  about  500  off  the  list,  and  substi- 
tuted the  names  of  more  needy  applicants ; and  in  this  manner  he  was  determined  to  dispose 
of  all  cases  of  the  kind  that  came  to  his  knowledge. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  committee  from  some  persons  who  had  been  formerly 
employed  as  gangsmen  on  a work  at  Bamtick-hill,  and  had  been  dismissed  in  consequence 
of  having  spent  the  money  entrusted  to  them  for  the  payment  of  their  gangs  in  a shebeen 
house,  in  playing  cards  and  drinking.  Of  course  the  committee  did  not  consider  that  this 
application  possessed  any  very  strong  claim  on  their  attention. 

Mr.  James  Healy  wished  to  know  if  it  would  be  advisable  to  make  another  application  to 
Government  for  an  extraordinary  session  for  this  barony,  as  the  works  around  that  neigh- 
bourhood were  almost  finished. 

Captain  Wynne  thought  they  should  look  to  the  amount  of  money  that  remained  unex- 
pended of  the  sum  presented  at  a former  sessions,  and  they  would  by  this  means  know  better 
on  what  footing  they  stood. 

The  secretary,  Mr.  Healy,  tendered  his  resignation  to  the  committee,  in  consequeuce  of 
the  insolent  behaviour  of  the  people  towards  him,  in  demanding  tickets,  and  accusing  him 
of  partiality  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty;  but  was  persuaded  to  continue  in  office  at  least 
for  some  time,  as  they  could  not  afiord,  from  the  present  state  of  their  funds,  to  have  a paid 
secretary. 

In  consequence  of  a number  of  the  committee  being  very  remiss  in  their  attendance  at 
its  meetings,  the  committee,  before  they  separated,  entered  into  a resolution  to  the  effect, 
that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  communicate  with  the  absent  members  to  know  if  they 
could  regularly  attend  the  meetings  of  the  committee  ; and  if  not,  that  the  secretary  should 
write  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  to  have  other  persons  appointed,  who  could 
attend. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  was  under  the  impression  that  some  of  the  committees  in  this 
county  were  not  regularly  struck,  and  that  in  some  cases  persons  not  eligible  had  been  ap- 
pointed ; and  that,  in  fact,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  communicate  to  Government  on  the  subject. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  3 December. 

Extract  from  a Letter  addressed  to  Samuel  Gamble,  Esq.,  Principal  Engineer  to  the 
Western  District,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Sheehan , p.  p. 

When  there  is  a question  of  any  patronage  being  exercised,  of  the  appointment  of 
stewards  or  overseers,  or  of  competent  persons  to  superintend  the  works,  the  committee  have 
no  voice,  they  are  allowed  no  discretion,  they  must  not  interfere  with  the  privilege  of  the  en- 
gineer, they  are  told  they  must  not  obstruct  the  officers  of  works,  or  exercise  any  control  one 
way  or  another.  Strangers  may  be  selected,  incompetent  persons  appointed,  according  to  the 
degree  of  favour  or  partiality,  or  influence  exercised  in  their  behalf ; all  this  corruption  may 
go  on,  and  rascally  appointments  to  those  situations  take  place  in  the  face  of  public  opinion, 
and  the  committee  must  be  silent,  and  show  themselves  quiet  and  passive,  and  be  gentle  as 
sucking  doves,  for  fear  they  should  be  thought  in  the  least  to  obstruct  the  officers  of  works. 
Your  respectable  but  impoverished  farmer,  with  a long  family  to  support,  who  by-and-bye 
will  have  to  carry  his  full  portion  of  those  burdens,  and  to  pay  a smart  quota  of  those  taxes, 
has  no  chance  of  any  of  those  situations  now  so  common,  wnile  there  is  some  more  fortunate 
competitor,  some  irresponsible  stripling,  who  never  saw  any  field  or  outdoor  work  before,  but 
who  may  have  more  interest,  and  may  be  better  able  to  pay  their  addresses  to  their  honours, 
the  distributors  of  patronage,  the  local  engineers.  Why  not  give  those  heavy  but  impover- 
Jshed  taxpayers  precedence,  before  others  who  pay  no  taxes  at  all?  I know  a man,  a resident 
0-105.  5 L 2 of 


Appendix  (B.) 

Extracts  from  the 
Clare  Journal. 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix  (B.) 

Extracts  from  the 
Clare  Journal. 


812 

of  this  town,  who  served  21  years  under  Killally,  of  our  late  parishioner  Kelly,  and  other 
engineers,  on  public  works;  he,  intelligent  and  practised,  who  understands  something  about 
sections  and  taking  levels,  and  the  other  routine  of  road-making,  is  yet  allowed  to  walk 
about  idle,  and  his  family  starving;  while  others,  mere  novices,  are  under  pay,  and  all  that 
because  he  had  no  one  to  make  interest  for  him,  or  exercise  in  his  behalf  that  intercession 
which  now-a-davs  is  so  much  looked  for,  and  found  so  very  availing.  What  chance  has  a 
poor,  an  intelligent  man,  or  a tolerable  scholar,  of  being  appointed  steward,  or  overseer,  or 
check  clerk,  or  gangsman,  unless  he  has  some  friendly  mentor  to  instruct  him  how  to  pro- 
ceed, and  to  initiate  him  in  the  intricacies  of  diplomacy,  by  letting  him  see,  in  miniature,  that 
there  is  a power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the  throne  itself. 

But  while  then:  is  no  idea  whatever  of  consulting  the  committee  as  to  the  fitness  and  com- 
petence of  the  persons  to  be  promoted  to  those  several  situations,  for  which  there  is  such  an 
eager  rush,  and  which  it.  were  desirable  should  be  competently  filled,  there  is  one  species 
of  prerogative  which  the  committee  are  condescendingly  allowed,  nay,  enjoined  to  exercise, 
that  of  furnishing  work  lists  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  purging  those  lists  lest  any  one 
should  remain  on  whose,  destitution  did  not  come,  up  to  the  starving  point.  All  this  drudgery 
the  committee  may  take  on  themselves,  and  the  engineers  or  inspecting  officer  will  be  very 
much  obliged.  This  nice  little  service  they  are  requested  to  perform  ; t.o  act  as  spies  or  in- 
formers over  their  wretched  neighbours;  to  examine  closely  into  the  degrees  of  poverty;  to 
pry  into  the  appalling  mysteries  of  Irish  distress,  for  fear  any  one  not  in  danger  of  death  by 
hunger  should  get  the  chance  of  a shilling  to  earn,  or  a day’s  work. 

Look  to  what  has  occurred  the  other  day  in  Corofin,  as  reported  in  the  Clare  Journal. 
In  a case  of  comparison  between  two  paupers,  the  priest  said  he  would  insist  on  the  name 
already  registered  being  left  on  the  list;  and  for  daring  to  give  utterance  to  such  an  uncourtly 
expression,  he  was  taken  very  pertly  to  task,  by  a stranger  to  both  parties,  who  knew  as 
little  about  the  people  or  their  wants,  or  the  really  destitute  or  otherwise,  as  he  did  about 
the  amount  of  earning  necessary  per  week  for  the  support  of  a family  of  six  or  seven  in  num- 
ber, who  have  to  buy  every  mouthful  they  eat  at  famine  price.  The  priest  was  unpaid,  un- 
thanked, trudging  awav,  making  out  work-lists,  doing  gratis  the  business  of  a paid  officer, 
and  finding  that  what  he  had  taken  pains  about  was  <roing  to  be  reversed,  from  a sense  of 
justice  and  indignant  apprehension  that  wrong  was  about  to  be  perpetrated,  in  a moment 
of  excitement,  so  natural  and  just,  he  made  use  of  the  word  “ insist,”  for  which  he  was 
smartly  rebuked  by  a salaried  functionary,  who  at  the  same  time  remarked,  1 think  un- 
guardedly, that  the  poor  should  not  be  allowed  to  fatten  on  the  public  money;  while  he 
himself  appeared  well  fed,  well  clad,  and  certainly  well  looking,  and  by  all  means  fattening 
to  his  heart’s  content,  on  some  public  money  or  other,  to  which  the  starving  Irishman  in  his 
f ags  will  have  to  contribute  his  full  share.  How  those  officials  assume  such  airs,  and  play 
such  antics  before  high  Heaven,  and  how  any  body  of  men  could  bear  to  be  insulted, 
and  kicked,  and  spat  upon  so  passively,  is  unaccountable  ; ’tis  enough  to  beget  melancholy, 
to  make  one  despair  of  his  country,  to  disturb  the  hidden  recesses  of  the  soul,  and  stir  up  a 
tumult  of  indignation,  too,  from  its  very  depths. 

This,  then,  is  the  species  of  service,  or  of  espionage,  members  of  a committee  are  allowed 
to  discharge.  They  may  trudge  and  toil  away,  and  pry  into  the  comparative  degrees  of 
hunger,  of  the  most  destitute  state  of  existence  under  the  sun,  to  see  who  can  ward  oft  the 
approaches  of  famine  longest,  without  danger  of  dying.  Such  is  the  power  of  our  com- 
mittees ; acting,  it  would  appear,  on  the  principle  that  what  in  other  countries  would  be 
extreme  misery,  is  in  ours  a condition  superior  to  want.  It  is  admitted  that  the  pauper  in 
England  is  better  clad,  better  fed,  and  better  off,  than  the  most  prosperous  of  our  cottier 
tenantry,  or  small  farmers.  What  in  France  is  considered  a state  of  absolute  destitution,  in 
Ireland  is  deemed  one  of  comparative  affluence  ; hence  the  curse  of  provincialism  and  degra- 
dation is  so  much  upon  us,  that  the  beggars  of  the  surrounding  nations  are  comparatively 
more  comfortable  and  affluent  than  the  tenant  class  of  ours ; and  thus  it  happens  that  relief 
committees  are  now  toiling  away  to  throw  off  the  small  farmers,  and  to  purge  the  work-lists 
of  any  such  additional  encumbrance.  . . 

For  my  part,  1 shall  never  be  a party  to  such  egregious  folly — to  such  monstrous  injustice. 
I am  for  having  the  cottier  tenantry  particularly  befriended.  The  remarks  of  the  Clare 
Journal  on  the  proceedings  at  Corofin,  in  defence  of  the  small  farmers,  was  the  only  con- 
soling point  connected  with  that  meeting.  It  is  my  decided  opinion  that  they  should  enjoy 
the  full  benefit  of  any  advantage  going,  and  shall  I not  by  excluding  them  from  the  bene 
of  the  Relief  Act,  offer  violence  to  my  conscience,  or  act  in  opposition  to  my  own  principles, 
or  belie  myself?  And  hence  one  of  my  reasons  for  withdrawing  from  the  committee;  reiie 
should  not  be  extended  in  a year  of  famine  to  the  infatuated  exclusion  of  the  most  numerous, 
most  useful,  and  most  industrious  class  of  society ; they  will  have  to  nay  their  full  shaie  0 
those  burdens,  that  is,  unless  by  neglect  they  become  pauperised  : they  must  pay  for  a , 
they  must  refund,  in  the  shape  of  increased  taxation,  what  is  now  spent  on  useless  works, 
and  surely  in  all  justice  and  conscience,  and  on  the  high  grounds  of  policy,  they  ought  to 
allowed  the  principal  share  of  the  benefit  conferred  hy  the  Relief  Act,  “ qui  sentit  incommo- 
dum  sentire  debetel  commodum.”  They  will  have  10  feel  the  inconvenience  iu  increased  bur- 
dens, and  surely  they  ought  to  experience  the  convenience  and  the  profit.  The  inspector  0 
works,  or  ticket  distributor,  has  directed  that  they  be  excluded.  Will  relief  committees  forge 
the  claims  of  the  tenant  class;  and  above  all,  will  the  landlords  tamely  look  on  at  ® 
tenants  victimised,  and  their  own  property  in  consequence  mouldered  to  nothing  before 
eyes,  and  ravelled  into  pieces  ? 

lam,&c. 

Ennistimon,  28  November  1846.  .(signed)  John  Sheehan,  v.e. 
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We  give  insertion  to  the  above  letter,  in  courtesy  to  the  writer  whose  name  is  subscribed 
to  it;  but  at  the  same  time  we  deem  it  right  to  state  that  we  do  not  agree  with  many  of  the 
observations  it  contained.  In  reference  to  the  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  at  Corofin, 
to  which  the  writer  alludes,  we  think  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  who  has  read  the  report 
we  gave  of  the  proceedings  at  that  meeting,  that  the  inspecting  officer  faithfully  discharged 
his  duty  on  the  occasion ; and  it  is  surely  too  bad  that  for  so  doing  he  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  the  rather  intemperate  remarks  applied  to  him  in  the  preceding  letter.  We  fully 
agree  with  Mr.  Sheehan  in  thinking  that  the  poor  tenants  should  obtain  relief,  but  certainly 
not  at  the  expense  of  their  still  poorer  countrymen,  who  have  no  means  whatever  of  sup- 
porting existence ; and  in  deciding  on  cases  of  comparative  destitution,  we  certainly  think 
there  is  less  temptation  to  show  partiality  placed  in  the  way  of  the  inspecting  officer,  from 
the  very  fact  of  his  being  a stranger ; at  all  events,  we  have  reason  to  know  that  many  poor 
famishing  people  around  Corofin  feel  extremely  grateful  to  the  officer  referred  to,  as  well  as 
to  the  exertions  of  Colonel  Synge,  in  seeing  j ustice  done  to  them.  Besides,  the  small  tenants 
have  claims  on  their  respective  landlords  which  the  mere  labourers  do  not  possess,  and  there- 
fore if  it  be  necessary  to  exclude  any  from  the  works  they  should  undoubtedly  be  subject 
to  this  exclusion,  in  preference  to  oihers  who  are  in  greater  distress.  If  the  landlords  could 
be  brought  to  unite  in  procuring  reproductive  works,  we  would  be  inclined  more  strenuously 
to  contend  for  the  employment  of  the  small  tenants;  but.  Heaven  knows,  there  are  too  many 
useless  works  at  present  going  forward,  if  ii  could  by  possibility  be  avoided. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  3 December. 

Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Inchiquin. 

A second  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  convened  by  proclamation,  for  the  above 
barony,  was  held  on  Monday  last,  in  Corofin,  Cornelius  O’Brien,  m.p.  in  the  chair;  the 
magistrates  present  were  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Hugh  O’Loghlen,  Thomas  Blood,  W.  A.  Brew, 
Hewitt  Bridgeman,  m.p.,  J.  Enright,  and  E.  W.  Burton,  Esqrs. 

The  associated  cess-payers,  Messrs.  George  Davis,  Patrick  Shannon,  Michael  Ryan, 
Ralph  Cullinan,  James  Shannon,  and  Michael  Organ. 

Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  Captains  Wynne  and  Hutchinson,  Government  inspecting 
officers,  and  Mr.  Hill,  county  surveyor,  were  also  in  attendance. 

The  chairman  commenced  the  business  by  inquiring  whether  they  should  proceed 
according  to  the  Labour  Rate  Act,  or  the  instructions  contained  in  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter. 

Several  gentlemen  stated  that  it  would  be  much  belter  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  contained  in  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  in  which  view  the  chairman  expressed  his 
full  concurrence. 

Mr.  Brew  observed  that  only  a certain  kind  of  works  could  be  presented  for,  according 
to  t hese  instructions. 

Mr.  Hill  said  it  was  requisite  that  the  reproductive  works  for  which  presentments  might 
be  made  should  be  clearly  specified  ; and  that  no  works  should  be  passed  but  such  as  would 
confer  permanent  improvement  on  the  soil. 

The  chairman  said  that  he  had  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  before  him,  and  he  would  not 
receive  an  interpretation  of  it  from  any  person.  That  letter  stated  that  presentments  could 
be  made  for  useful  and  profitable  works.  Now  he  (the  chairman)  considered  that  tilling  the 
land  and  preparing  it  for  seed  was  a useful  work,  and  a permanent  improvement  of  the  soil; 
and  he  would  propose  that  presentments  should  be  made  for  that  purpose.  Surely  the 
Government  could  not  refuse  to  have  the  money  expended  on  useful  works.  No  Govern- 
ment that  ever  existed  would  venture  to  affirm  that  this  country  should  be  left  in  the  state 
in  which  it  is  at  present.  Were  they  to  be  left  as  beggars  1 The  Government  were  insult- 
ing the  country.  He  would  suggest  that  presentments  should  be  made  for  the  tillage  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  Hill'  remarked,  that  out  of  64,000/.  which  had  been  passed  at  a former  sessions, 
works  to  the  amount  of  14,000/.  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  and  that  it  would 
require  6,576/.  to  finish  the  works  now  on  hands  ; and  there  were  works  to  the  amount  of 
only  1,700/.  remaining  of  those  which  had  been  approved  of  by  the  Board,  which  had  not 
yet  been  commenced. 

Mr.  Davis.  The  works  at  present  on  hands  should  be  finished,  but  let  no  more  useless 
works  be  commenced. 

1 he  Rev.  Archdeacon  Whitty  considered  that  the  sum  they  should  vote  now  should  he 
totally  irrespective  of  any  former  grant  made.  It  must  be  left  to  the  Board  of  Works  to 
use  a wholesome  discretion  as  to  whether  they  shall  proceed  with  the  remaining  works  which 
have  been  presented  for,  or  adopt  others  of  a more  useful  kind,  should  this  meeting  present 
for  such.  But  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that  the  Board  would  not  sanction  an  outlay  on 
any  productive  work,  when  it  would  not  be  apparent  that  a permanent  improvement  of  the 
soil  fully  equivalent  to  the  yearly  charge  would  be  produced. 

The  chairman  said  he  thought  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  quite  right'  in  saying  that  the 
sums  voted  now  must  be  altogether  irrespective  of.  former  presentments.  But  he  was 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  tilling  the  land  should  be  classed  under  the  head  of  useful 
works.  It  was  surely  better  than  cutting  down  hills.  He  would  not  respect  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  or  Mr.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common  understanding  if  such  was  not  their 
meaning.  Supposing  that  any  person  should  propose  that  1,000 L could  be  expended  on 
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the  electoral  division  of  Inagh,  lie  thought  that  would  be  sufficiently  explicit,  according  to 
this  letter  from  Mr.  Labouchere. 

Mr.  Blood.  Go  on  to  read  the  fourth  clause  of  the  letter. 

Chairman.  I don’t  want  to  get  myself  into  a bog  (laughter). 

Mr.  Gamble  said  the  letter  stated  that  the  works  should  not  only  be  of  a reproductive 
character,  but  also  such  as  would  be  of  permanent  utility.  After  ascertaining  the  sum 
necessary  to  be  levied  on  the  barony  in  such  works,  it  must  then  be  decided  what  propor- 
tion of  such  sum  would  be  required  for  each  electoral  division;  and  if  they  should  now 
present  for  works  in  any  electoral  division,  which  could  not  be  approved  of  on  account  of 
being  directly  opposite  to  the  instructions  given  them,  it  would  of  course  disturb  the  pro- 
portionate distribution  of  the  entire  sum  on  the  various  divisions ; and  he  much  feared  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  nullifying  the  whole  proceedings. 

Mr.  Hill  said  that  there  could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  but  the  Board  would  reject  pre- 
sentments made  in  the  manner  described  by  the  chairman. 

The  chairman  begged  to  differ  with  Mr.  Hill. 

Captain  Wynne  said  he  had  not  the  least  hesitation  in  affirming  that  they  would  reject 
presentments  made  in  such  an  indefinite  manner. 

Chairman  (with  much  warmth).  You  do  not  understand  about  land,  sir,  as  well  as 
I do.  , 

Captain  Wynne.  There  maybe  two  opinions  on  that  subject. 

Chairman.  This  is  a life  and  death  question  we  are  considering;  and  we  are  insulted  by 
the  Government  and  their  officials.  It  is  an  insult  to  any  free  country  to  be  treated  as  we 
are.  I find  10  per  cent,  deducted  from  the  sums  voted  for  the  several  works,  for  imple- 
ments, &c.  These  implements  should  have  been  made  in  the  locality  where  they  were 
used;  he  knew-  a number  of  tradesmen  around  his  property  who  could  have  furnished  a 
large  supply  of  those  implements. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated,  in  explanation,  that  the  10  per  cent,  referred  to  was  taken  off  until 
they  could  ascertain  the  exact  sum  expended  on  implements,  the  payment  of  check  clerks, 
&c.  on  the  various  works ; and  if  this  per  centage  would  not  be  requisite,  if  only  five  per 
cent,  were  thus  expended,  that  sum  and  no  more  would  be  charged  to  the  works.  In 
reference  to  the  implements  not  being  manufactured  on  the  spot,  he  must  say  the  Board  of 
Works  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  have  that  effected.  They  had  advertised  not  only  in 
the  Dublin  papers,  but  in  the  local  journal  for  the  county,  and  also  had  advertisements 
posted  in  the  various  localities,  announcing  that  they  would  receive  proposals  for  the  imple- 
ments and  utensils  required ; and  they  could  not  give  a fairer  opportunity  to  the  tradesmen 
of  the  various  districts  to  undertake  the  work.  In  fact,  every  exertion  was  used  to  have 
them  made  in  the  locality  where  they  were  required.  And  as  the  chairman  had  stated  that 
there  were  a number  of  tradesmen  on  his  property  who  could  have  furnished  the  requisite 
utensils,  he  would  now  state  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  200  or  300  wheelbarrows  from 
those  persons,  through  the  chairman,  to  be  delivered  to  him  in  three  weeks. 

The  chairman  said  if  he  had  received  notice  three  months  since  a great  number  could 
have  been  furnished.  _ , . 

A gentlemen  here  inquired  of  Mr.  Gamble  what  sum  he  was  willing  to  pay  for  the  wheel- 
barrows. 

Mr.  Gamble.  I will  give  10s.  6d.  each.  , 

The  gentleman  observed  that  the  tradesmen  in  the  neighbourhood  had  refused  to  make 
them  for  that  sum. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  was  glad  that  circumstance  had  been  mentioned,  as  it  must  com- 
pletely exonerate  the  Board  of  Works  from  any  blame  in  the  matter.  He  (Mr.  G.)  considered 
that  the  price  he  mentioned  was  amply  sufficient.  The  Board  could  obtain  them  in  Dublin 
at  9s.  6d.  each.  w f 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  a charge  liad  been  brought  against  the  Board  °f  " °Iks>° 
injuring  and  insulting  the  country  by  their  proceedings.  As  an  officer  under  that  Doar  , 
he  could  not  pass  over  such  an  accusation  in  silence.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Doar^ 
were  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  alleviate  the  distress  at  present.  They  were  wor 
like  galley  slaves,  from  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night ; and  he  (Gaptam  ■; 
thought  that  if  the  gentry  of  the  country  would  co-operate  more  warmly  with  the  Doar  , 
and  give  them  all  the  information  in  their  power  relative  to  their  own  localities,  it  wou  e 
much  more  beneficial  to  the  country  than  carping  at  and  finding  fault  with  their  procee  - 
ings,  and  bringing  forward  charges  without  any  sufficient  foundation.  . , 

Chairman.  Do  you  mean  that  lecture  for  me  ? I will  not  submit  to  be  lectured  in  s 
a manner  by  any  person.  I say  the  Government  and  their  officers  are  insulting  the  gen  y 
of  the  country.  It  is  a repetition  of  the  abuse  of  “ The  Times.”  Do  you  apply  y° 
remarks  personally  to  me,  sir  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  The  remarks  I made  were  merely  in  vindication • * 

The  Chairman  (interrupting).  I ask,  did  you  direct  your  remarks  personally  to  me, 
That  is  a plain  question.  . , ■ 

Captain  Wynne.  I direct  my  remarks  to  the  meeting  at  large,  and  to  you,  sir,  as  c - 
man  of  the  meeting.  It  may  be  a sufficient  refutation  of  the  charge  that  the  Doar 
Works  are  iusulting  the  country  to  state  that  there  are,  this  very  day,  40,000  p P ^ 
employed  by  the  Board  in  this  county.  Is  that  insulting  the  county?  I admit,  when ^ 
came  to  this  neighbourhood,  I found  a number  of  people,  who  had  some  means,  emp  j 
on  the  works ; while  a great  many  other  poor  people,  who  had  no  means  or  su 
whatever,  were  unemployed. 

Several  voices  from  the  body  of  the  meeting  here  cried  out,  “ That’s  true.  ge 
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He  (Captain  W.)  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  strike  off  a number  of  those  names. 

Chairman.  What  do  you  understand  by  having  some  means  ? Do  you  mean  that  the 
poor  man  who  has  a cow  should  take  a knife,  and  cut  a piece  off  that  cow  for  food  1 John 
Bull  must  alter  his  policy  (cheers).  He  (the  chairman)  said  the  Government  were  not 
doing  their  duty  to  the  country,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  say  it.  The  small  tenantry  of  the 
country  must  not  be  left  beggars;  they  should  be  employed  in  cultivating  the  land.  And 
he  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  tradesmen  had  been  unfairly  dealt  with.  He  spoke  to  one 
of  the  individuals  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  where  part  of  his  property  was  situate, 
relative  to  having  the  implements  made  by  the  tradesmen  in  the  district ; and  he  stated’ 
that  the  Board  had  a supply  in  Dublin,  and  if  they  were  made,  they  would  be  left  upon 
their  hands.  This  was  a very  rational  answer,  but  it  did  not  meet  his  argument. 

Mr.  Gamble  then  asked  the  chairman  of  whom  he  had  made  that  inquiry ; when  he  found 
that  it  was  not  from  the  engineer  in  the  district,  but  from  one  of  the  stewards  on  the  works. 
Mr.  Gamble  stated  this  overseer  could  not  give  the  requisite  information ; that  Mr.  Millett, 
the  engineer  for  the  district,  was  the  person  to  whom  any  application  of  the  kind  should 
have  been  made.  Mr.  Millett  had  informed  him  (Mr.  Gamble)  that  he  could  not  get  the 
implements  made  in  the  neighbourhood;  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  send  to  Kilrush,  and 
had  procured  them  there.  He  (Mr.  Gamble)  thought  it  would  be  a sufficient  reply  to  any 
observations  that  had  been  made,  reflecting  upon  the  maimer  in  which  he  had  discharged 
his  duty,  to  state  that  the  Corcomroe  relief  committee,  the  district  to  which  allusion  had 
been  made,  and  of  which  committee  the  chairman  of  the  present  meeting  was  chairman, 
had  passed  a resolution,  returning  thanks  to  him  (Mr.  G.)  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which 
be  and  his  assistants  had  discharged  their  duties,  and  for  their  exertions  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tress of  the  people.  That  resolution  was  forwarded  to  him  (Mr.  Gamble),  accompanied  by 
a still  warmer  letter  of  thanks  from  the  chairman  himself ; and  lie  (Mr.  G.)  merely  men- 
tioned the  circumstance  now  as  a reply  to  any  charge  against  himself  in  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made. 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  7 December. 

Corcomroe  Presentment  Sessions. 

The  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  took  place  on 
Friday,  the  4th  instant,  at  Ennistimon.  It  was  nearly  a repetition  of  the  same  discussion 
which  took  place  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin,  for  applying  the  money  to  be  raised  for  employ- 
ment to  the  tilling  of  the  gardens  of  the  peasantry. 

The  resolution  to  that  effect  was  proposed  by  Cornelius  O’Biien,  Esq.,  m.p.,  and 
carried. 

Major  Macnamara  complained  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  stewards  and  check  clerks, 
and  called  on  the  local  engineer  to  say  on  whose  recommendation  they  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  professed  their  readiness  to  inquire  into  any  specified 
complaint ; they  were  anxious  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  their  power  their  very  difficult 
duties,  and  hoped  for  the  co-operation  of  the  local  gentry. 

Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.p.,  complained  that  the  parish  of  Clouna  was  entirely  neglected  ; 
he  held  in  his  hand  a list  of  his  own  tenants  who  were  suffering  as  well  as  others  under  the 
prevailing  calamity,  and  who  were  refused  all  employment  by  the  committee ; and  in  the 
parish  of  Killilagh,  the  tenantry  of  Ballynalacken  was  obliged  to  travel  four  or  five  miles 
for  a day’s  work ; he  requested  the  attention  of  the  respective  committees  to  his  statement. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  10  December. 

Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 

[Sent  to  the  Clare  Journal  by  Mr.  Higgins,  Clerk  to  Mr.  C.  O’Brien.] 

A second  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  above  barony  was  held  at  Ennis- 
timon  on  Friday,  the  4th  instant,  pursuant  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  proclamation. 

1 lie  following  magistrates  were  in  attendance:  William  Nugent  Macnamara,  m.p.,  Cor- 
nelius O’Brien,  m.p.,  John  O’Brien,  m.p.,  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Francis  Macnamara Calcutt, 
John  S.  O’Brien,  and  George  Macnamara. 

assoc'atecl  cess-payers  were,  John  Regan,  James  O’Gorman,  Peter  O’Loughlen, 
Dal  ^ Peter  Gibson,  George  Green,  Darby  Kelly,  John  Cahill,  and  Michael 

Gamble,  head  engineer.  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  and  Mr.  Hill,  county 
surveyor,  were  also  in  attendance. 

On  the  motion  of  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  m.p.,  the  chair  was  taken  by  William  Nugent 

Macnamara,  esq.,  m.  p. 

chairman  addressed  Messrs.  Gamble  and  Wynne,  and  complained  in  strong  terms  of 
fVnn°Ur*eSy  s^own  him  and  the  other  members  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parish 
d'Jr’  'u  reference  to  a written  notice  delivered  by  Mr.  Millett,  the  engineer  of  the 

istriet,  to  the  several  stewards  and  check  clerks  in  that  parish,  directing  them  not  to  attend 
produce  their  books  to  the  committee  ; and  he  (the  chairman)  requested  to  know  from 
0,1  °5-  u,  the 
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the  gentlemen  representing  the  Board  of  Works,  by  whose  authority  such  an  insult  was 
offered  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gamble  replied  that  he  gave  no  particular  directions  to  Mr.  Millett,  that  he  had 
already  written  to  the  chairman  in  explanation,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Gamble)  was  most  anxious 
to  afford  all  the  facility  ill  his  power  towards  having  the  works  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

The  chairman  said  he  did  not  receive  Mr.  Gamble’s  letter ; and  had  another  complaint 
to  make  before  he  sat  down,  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  works  were  con- 
ducted. Mr.  Millett  required  a list  from  him  of  200  men  for  the  cutting  of  the  Ballynalacken 
hills,  and  appointed  Monday  the  2d  of  November  lor  opening  the  works.  The  committee 
accordingly  made  out  the  list,  and  ordered  the  200  men  to  go  to  the  work  pursuant  to  Mr. 
Millett ’s  directions,  but  when  they  went  there  there  was  no  sign  of  that  gentleman,  or  anybody 
representing  him.  In  this  manner  were  the  poor,  wretched,  starving  people  brought  from 
day  to  day,  from  Monday  till  Thursday,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  employed, 'but  still 
there  was  no  account  of  Mr.  Millett,  nor  any  intimation  from  him  to  the  people  as  to  when 
the  work  would  open.  Was  that  a proper  way  to  treat  a hungry  people  ? The  honourable 
gentleman  also  complained  of  the  appointment  of  the  stewards,  several  persons  of  notorious 
bad  character,  and  in  other  respects  wholly  incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties,  having  been 
appointed,  to  the  exclusion  of  honest,  experienced,  and  intelligent  men,  who  had  an  interest 
in  seeing  that  the  works  were  properly  executed,  and  the  money  expended  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  chairman  insinuated  in  very  plain  terms  that  they  were  appointed  by  means 
of  trickery  and  corruption.  On  this  subject  he  was  very  facetious,  and  told  the  meeting 
that,  in  this  country,  a goose  is  now  called  a steward,  a turkey  a check-man,  and  a pair  of 
chickens  a gangsman.  (Loud  laughter.) 

Captain  Wynne  suggested  that  the  regular  mode  of  proceeding  with  those  charges  would 
be  to  reduce  the  complaints  to  writing,  and  have  them  properly  investigated  ; and  for  that 
purpose  he  stated  his  readiness  to  attend  the  committee  on  any  day  the  chairman  should 
appoint. 

The  chairman  said  that  what  Captain  Wynne  suggested  had  been  already  done.  He 
wrote  to  Mr.  Gamble  stating  that  three  weeks’  pay  was  due  to  the  poor  workmen,  but  he 
never  received  an  answer  to  his  letter. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  never  received  the  chairman’s  letter,  and  that  every  case  of  complaint 
which  came  before  him  he  endeavoured  to  have  fully  investigated. 

The  Chairman.  Who  appointed  the  stewards  ? 

Several  Voices.  The  turkeys  did. 

Captain  Wynne.  Mr.  Millett,  whose  duty  it  is  to  do  so,  and  he  alone  is  responsible  to 
the  Board  for  the  persons  he  appoints. 

The  chairman  wanted  to  know  on  whose  recommendation  the  stewards  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  feared  he  could  not  inform  him,  but  that  he  would  speak  to  Mr. 
Millett  on  the  subject,  and,  if  possible,  inform  the  chairman  by  whom  they  were  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  Charles  Carrig.  Some  of  the  Ennis  ladies  have  more  patronage  in  the  disposal  of 
those  appointments  than  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  county. 

A cess-payer  asked  why  it  was  that  works  which  were  opened  to-day  were  closed  again 
in  a few  days,  after  an  expense  of  50  l.  was  incurred.  That  was  a monstrous  waste  of  the 
public  mouey,  and  he  could  point  out  several  instances  where  it  occurred.  He  also  knew 
stewards  to  be  over  the  works  who  could  not  spell  the  name  of  the  townland  they  lived  in. 

The  chairman  said  he  was  obliged  to  them  all  for  the  assistance  they  gave  him  to  have 
those  gross  abuses  made  public ; and  he  assured  everybody  in  court  that  he  would  not 
6pare  any  trouble  or  expense  to  see  justice  done.  , , 

Captain  Wynne  suggested  that  any  specific  charge  against  the  stewards  should  be  reduced 
to  writing,  to  give  him’ an  opportunity  of  having  them  in  attendance  at  the  committee  on  the 
day  of  investigation. 

The  chairman  stated  that  most  of  the  stewards  were  infamous  characters,  and  should  not 
have  been  appointed.  . . . , 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  complained  that  he  had  at  the  Inchiquin  sessions  to  grapple  with  t e 
insinuation  made  by  Captain  Wynne  that  the  gentlemen  of  this  county  were  capable  o 
putting  men  in  good  circumstances  on  the  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute.  e 
denied  the  insinuation,  and  was  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he  meant  anything  per- 
sonal. He  (Mr.  O’Brien)  denied  the  right  of  Mr.  Wynne  to  interfere  with  the  relief  com- 
mittees. They  who  knew  the  people,  lived  amongst  them,  and  who  were  aware  o i eir 
circumsiances,  who  felt  for  their  privations,  and  who  had  ever  manifested  the  u mo& 
anxiety  to  relieve  their  distresses,  ought  surely  be  better  judges  of  those  things  t a 
Captain  Wynne ; and  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differed  with  that  gentleman’s  policy  when  he  =>a) 
that,  because  a poor  man  may  have  yet  some  little  subsistence  left,  he  ought  not  o 
relieved  until  that  is  exhausted.  w 

Captain  Wynne  said  he  would  meet  Mr.  O’Brien’s  argument  by  one  fact  or  two. 
there  not,  at  that  moment,  7,000  men  on  works  in  that  district,  and  a large  number  o e 
in  comfortable  circumstances  ? . , .ire 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien.  No,  no;  in  which  expression  of  dissent  he  was  joined  by  tne 
meeting. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  had  500  complaints  on  that  score.  • je 

Loud  cries  of  “ name,  name ; ” but  the  gallant  captain  was  unable  to  mention  a a 
individual;  and  the  discussion  terminated. 
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Clare  Journal,  Monday,  14  December. 

Corcomroe  Relief  Committee. 

Investigation  before  the  Officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Thursday  last  having  been  the  day  appointed  at  the  Corcomroe  presentment  sessions 
a report  of  which  we  gave  in  our  last,  for  investigating  certain  charges  preferred  against 
some  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  that  district,  by  Major  Macnamara,  m.p.,  a 
large  crowd  of  people  assembled  in  the  court-house  of  Ennistimon,  for  the  purpose  of  wit- 
nessing the  proceedings. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  he  had  received  intimation  to  attend  a meeting  of  the  relief 
committee  to  be  held  there  that  day ; and  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  adjourning  the 
public  meeting  now  assembled,  that  they  might  at  once  proceed  with  the  regular  business 
of  the  committee.  In  reference  to  the  charges  for  investigation,  he  (Captain  Wynne)  had 
written  to  him  (Major  Macnamara),  who  had  alluded  to  those  charges  while  acting  as 
chairman  of  the  late  presentment  sessions,  informing  him  that  it  would  be  most  desirable 
that  the  charges  he  (Major  Macnamara)  had  to  make  should  be  furnished  in  writing  ; to 
this  letter  he  had  received  an  answer,  merely  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  without 
giving  him  any  charges  in  writing,  or  stating  that  such  would  be  furnished.  Now  he  (Cap- 
tain Wynne)  was  prepared,  if  those  written  charges  were  produced,  to  proceed  with  the 
investigation,  but  he  contended  that  before  a meeting  so  constituted  as  the  present,  was  not 
the  place  to  hold  such  investigation;  therefore  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  committee 
adjourning  to  a convenient  place,  where  they  might,  without  interruption,  transact  whatever 
business  came  before  them. 

An  individual  from  the  meeting  here  interrupted  Captain  Wynne,  stating  that  they  would 
not  permit  any  such  adjournment;  that  the  investigation  should  be  carried  on  in  public, 
and  proceeded  in  a very  exciting  strain  of  language,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  various 
individuals  in  the  crowd,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  chairman  could 
restore  order. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  such  interruption  furnished  a strong  argument  for  adopting 
the  course  he  suggested ; and  unless  it  were  acted  upon,  he  must  decline  proceeding  with 
the  investigation. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  remarked  that  he  thought  the  public  ought  to  be  satisfied  that  every  officer 
employed  in  the  public  service  was  a proper  person. 

Captain  Wynne  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  it  was  most  desirable  the 
public  mind  should  be  disabused,  were  it  only  for  the  sake  of  the  officers  themselves  ; but 
lie  would  hold  no  investigation  in  a place  where  order  could  not  be  maintained. 

Major  Macnamara.  Why,  sir,  who  are  you,  or  what  are  you,  that  you  take  upon  you  to 
say  you  will  hold  no  investigation  ? I mean  no  disrespect  to  you,  sir,  but  I think  it  a strange 
assertion  to  make  before  the  magistrates  here  assembled. 

Captain  Wynne  replied,  as  to  who  or  what  he  was,  he  thought  it  scarcely  necessary  to 
say  that  he  was  an  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  prepared  to  investigate  certain 
charges  preferred  against  some  officers  of  the  Board  in  that  district,  if  such  charges  were 
brought  before  him  m the  manner  he  desired.  He  did  not  look  upon  him  (Major  Macnamara) 
as  a magistrate  on  the  Bench,  but  as  an  accuser  of  individuals ; and  he  (Captain  Wynne) 
called  upon  him  to  remove  the  stigma  he  put  on  the  officers  of  the  Board,  or  proceed  with 
the  charges  in  a regular  manner. 

Venerable  Archdeacon  Wliitty  said,  that  in  his  opinion  they  could  transact  their  business 
much  better  at  a more  private  meeting.  He  did  not,  however,  wish  that  his  individual 
opinion  should  in  any  way  influence  the  gentlemen  present ; for,  as  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee— a position,  however,  which  he  was  willing  to  relinquish  at  any  moment  they  should 
think  proper — he  was  quite  ready  to  proceed  in  any  manner  that  would  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  committee.  The  officer  of  the  Board  was  perfectly  willing  to  afford  every  facility  ; in 
fact,  he  courted  inquiry,  and  he  was  sure  it  was  the  object  of  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr. 
O’Brien  that  justice  should  be  done  both  to  the  officers  and  the  public ; and  it  they  had  no 
objection,  he  would  prefer  an  adjournment  to  the  adjoining  room. 

Mr.  O’Brien  objected  to  bis  being  looked  upon  as  a partisan  in  the  matter;  he  was  there 
merely  to  assist  in  seeing  justice  done. 

The  chairman  said  that  it  was  for  the  gentlemen  now  to  say  whether  they  were  satisfied 
with  Mr.  Willett’s  statino-  that  any  discourtesy  shown  was  unintentional  on  his  part. 

Major  Macnamara  saiif  he  remembered  a story  of  an  individual  who,  having  been  knocked 
down  by  another,  asked  him,  did  he  mean  that  for  a blow  1 (Laughter.)  He  did  not  ask 
what  was  Mr.  Millett’s  intention,  and  he  was  not  satisfied  with  his  apology. 

Captain  Wynne  thought  the  more  serious  charge  against  Mr.  Millett,  was  the  delay  in 
commencing  the  work ; and  the  question  was,  bad  he  given  sufficient  reason  for  it.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  Mr.  Millett  had  not  been  furnished  with  a copy  of 
the  charge  against  him,  and  had  no  opportunity  of  preparing  his  defence. 

Major  Macnamara  said  that  Captain  Wynne,  being  a military  man,  knew  something  of 
the  mode  of  proceeding  at  courts-martial ; and  in  accordance  with  their  manner  of  acting, 
he  was  quite  willing  now,  after  the  charges  had  been  made  known  to  Mr.  Millett,  to  allow 
him  a certain  number  of  days  to  furnish  his  defence. 

Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  thought  that  was  a very  fair  mode  of  proceeding  ; and 
Mr.  Millett,  if  he  thought  it  necessary,  might  avail  himself  of  it. 

0.105.  5 M x'lr- 
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Appendix  (B.)  Mr.  O’Brien  differed  with  Captain  Wynne  in  regarding  that  as  the  principal  charge  ■ he 
thought  he  ought  not  to  make  light  of  the  charge  of  discourtesy  preferred  against  Mr. 

Extracts  from  the  Millett. 

Clare  Journal.  Captain  Wynne  denied  that  he  had  made  light  of  it,  but  that  in  comparison  with  a charo-e 

implying  dereliction  of  duty,  it  was  not  of  such  great  importance  ; it  was  the  duty  of  every 

public  officer  to  act  with  the  greatest  courtesy  ; but  he  (Captain  Wynne)  was  aware  that 
gentlemen  sometimes  attributed  personality  to  public  officers  when  they  were  merely  dis- 
charging their  duty  ; and  he  must  say,  for  his  own  part,  though  he  utterly  disclaimed  any 
attempt  at  personality,  yet,  in  discharging  his  duty  as  a public  officer,  he  could  not  afford 
to  become  a respecter  of  persons. 

Major  Macnamara  then  brought  forward  a list  of  stewards  and  gangsmen  employed 
alleging  that  some  of  them  were  infamous  characters,  and  stating  that  he  believed,  from 
what  he  had  heard  on  the  subject,  that  bribery  and  corruption  had  been  employed  in  pro- 
curing those  situations ; that  it  was  in  reference  to  this  that  he  had  stated  at  a former  meet- 
ing, that  a goose  was  a check  clerk,  a pair  of  chickens  a gangsman,  &c.,  and  he  had  been 
informed,  even  since  he  came  into  that  meeting,  of  an  individual  having  received  a pig. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  he  was  very  anxious  to  know  if  there  was  any  charge  whatever  against 
Mr.  Millett  for  having  received  bribes,  or  in  any  way  acted  corruptly. 

Major  Macnamara"  said  he  had  no  charge  of  the  kind  to  bring  against  Mr.  Millett,  but 
that  individuals  had  received  presents  in  order  to  use  their  influence  with  him ; and  he 
would  ask  Mr.  Millett  how  many  of  those  persons  had  been  recommended  by  landed 
pi'oprietors  ? 

Captain  Wynne  begged  leave  to  remark,  that  from  Major  Macnamara ’s  explanation  it 
appeared  that  he  had  attributed  the  bribery  and  corruption  to  the  persons  who  recommended 
the  stewards  and  gangers,  and  not  to  Mr.  Millett,  and  that  therefore  the  charge  stood  trans- 
ferred from  that  gentleman  to  many  of  the  gentlemen  present,  upon  whose  recommendation 
the  appointments  had  in  most  cases  been  made ; they  would  no  doubt  state  if  they  had 
received  turkeys  or  geese. 

Captain  Wynne  begged  leave  to  make  a few  remarks.  He  stated,  as  he  had  received  an 
order  from  the  Board  of  Works  to  investigate  certain  charges  which  had  been  preferred 
against  some  gentlemen  then  present  at  that  committee,  he  thought  it  right  to  take  the 
present  opportunity  of  informing  those  gentlemen,  through  the  chairman,  of  the  charges 
brought  against  them,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  answer  them,  and  also  that  they 
might  state  what  day  might  best  suit  their  convenience  on  which  to  hold  the  investigation. 
He  would,  therefore,  hand  the  letters  furnished  to  him  on  the  subject  to  the  chairman,  to 
read  for  the  information  of  the  gentlemen  concerned. 

The  chairman  then  read  the  letters,  the  first  of  which  was  addressed  to  the  government 
authorities  in  Dublin,  from  Mr.  Westropp,  agent  to  the  Very  Rev.  Dean  Stackpoole,  stating 
that  numerous  complaints  had  been  made  to  him  by  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  to  the  effect 
that  they  were  excluded  from  the  public  works  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  of  which 
Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  is  chairman,  while  the  comfortable  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  and 
John  Macnamara,  esq.,  were  employed  on  them;  Mr.  Westropp  therefore  requested  that 
the  matter  should  be  fully  investigated,  as  he  thought  it  but  just  and  fair  either  to  have 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  comfortable  tenants  put  out  of  the  works,  or  else  to  have  Dean  Stackpoole’s 
tenants  also  put  on  them,  as  the  dean  did  not  wish  his  tenants  to  think  that  they  were 
wronged  without  some  effort  being  made  to  have  justice  done  to  them. 

This  letter  was  sent  from  Dublin  to  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  with  directions  to 
have  the  affair  fully  investigated ; and  on  receipt  of  this  communication,  Captain  Wynne 
wrote  to  Mr.  Westropp,  apprising  him  of  it,  and  wishing  to  know  from  him  what  day  would 
he  most  suitable  for  holding  the  investigation.  Captain  Wynne  received  an  answer  from 
Mr.  Westropp,  which  was  also  read  by  the  chairman,  stating  that  he  (Mr.  Westropp)  was 
obliged  to  leave  home  for  a fortnight,  and  would  prefer  that  the  investigation  should  be 
postponed  until  after  that  period,  as  he  was  apprehensive,  owing  to  the  influence  Mr. 
O’Brien  possessed  in  that  neighbourhood,  that  measures  might  be  taken  to  intimidate  Dean 
Stackpoole’s  tenants,  and  thus  defeat  the  object  of  the  investigation. 

After  the  chairman  had  concluded  the  reading  of  the  letters, 

Mr.  O’Brien  made  some  observations  in  reply.  He  stated  that  the  charges  were  false  ana 
malicious.  Mr.  Westropp  was  a religious  man,  and  therefore  might  insult  a gentleman  with 
impunity ; but  he  was  a good  mark  for  an  action.  Dean  Stackpoole,  too,  was  a religious 
man,  and  might  insult  a gentleman  with  safety ; but  he  was  rich,  and  he  also  was  a good 
mark  for  damages;  and  as  sure  as  l live  (continued  Mr.  O’Brien)  I will  bring  an  action 
against  both  of  those  gentlemen.  He  (Mr.  O’Brien)  was  able  to  do  so;  it  was  well  for  hun 
that  he  was  able.  He  was  very  glad  that  this  private  and  malicious  charge  had  been  made 
public,  for  he  knew  be  would  come  out  of  it  with  clean  hands,  despite  the  envy  and  malice 
of  Dean  Stackpoole  and  his  agent. 

Chairman.  Do  not  link  up  poor  Dean  Stackpoole,  who  is  in  such  a bad  state  of  health, 
with  the  conduct  of  his  agent. 

, . Rev-  Mr.  Lyons  also  contended  that  Dean  Stackpoole  was  not  accountable  for  the  acts  of 
his  agent. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  Dean  Stackpoole  was  accountable,  as  well  as  his  agent;  that  it  was 
because  he  looked  with  the  eye  of  envy  on  a prosperous  neighbour,  that  the  charge  was 
made.  If  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s)  tenants  were  comfortable,  it  was  because  he  resided  among 
them,  and  attended  to  their  wants ; and  he  was  happy  to  say  that  they  were  comfortab.e 
until  this  year,  when  a calamity  which  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  foresee  or  prevent  haa 
befallen  them.  [The  honourable  gentleman  proceeded,  evidently  under  very  excited  ieei- 
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ings,  to  contrast  his  conduct  and  his  tenantry  with  those  of  Dean  Stackpoole  and  made  u-e 
of  language  towards  the  latter  that  we  refrain  from  publishing.]  5 

Major  Macnamara  said,  that  in  reference  to  the  charge  made  against  his  brother  in  Mr 
Westropp’s  letter,  he  would  only  state,  in  order  to  show  how  false  it  was,  that  his  brother 
had  no  property  m that  neighbourhood,  and  that  it  was  his  (Major  Macnamara’s)  proDertv 
which  was  intended.  r r 3 

Mr.  O’Brien  said,  as  it  regarded  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  works,  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  was 
not  surprised  to  find  them  gladly  take  hold  of  anything  that  might  be  prejudicial  to  his 
character.  If  he  had  been  an  individual  who  had  kept  himself  very  quiet,  and  o-iyen  no 
trouble  or  opposition  to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  would  have  shown  him  the  courtesy  of  writing  to  himself  on  the  subject.  He  con- 
sidered that  such  an  act  of  courtesy  was  due  to  him;  but  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  officers  of  the  Board,  and  he  knew  that,  by  so  doing,  he  had  rendered  himself  obnox- 
ious to  them.  He  therefore  regarded  the  whole  affair  as  a foul  conspiracy,  and  he  did  not 
care  who  took  it  to  himself. 

Captain  Wynne  remarked,  that  if  the  expression  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  went  to  attribute 
personal  motives  to  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  would  only  say  that  he  should  treat 
with  contempt 

Here  the  uproar  and  confusion  became  so  great,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  speaker  to 
proceed.  He  made  several  attempts  to  finish  the  sentence,  but  was  interrupted  by  cries  of 
“ Don’t  let  him  speak,”  “ He  shouldn’t  be  heard,”  “ Turn  him  out,”  m the  midst  of 
which 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hanrahan,  n.c.c.,  stepped  up  to  the  speaker,  and  with  very  a-reat  warmth, 
said,  “ You  shall  not  insult  us,  sir;  you  should  not  be  heard.  Don’t  think  you’ll  put  me 
down  as  you  did  Priest  Quin  the  other  day  at  Corofin.” 

The  chairman  endeavoured  to  restore  order,  when 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  would  insist  upon  the  chairman,  as  magistrate,  binding  over  Captain 
Wynne  that  moment  to  keep  the  peace.  He  had  uttered  language  calculated  to  provoke  a 
breach  of  the  peace. 

Captain  Wynne.  I insist,  Mr.  Chairman,  upon  being  heard  in  explanation. 

Several  Voices.  Don’t  permit  him  to  give  an  explanation.  He  must  make  an  apolo°y. 

The  chairman  said  he  did  not  sit  there  as  a magistrate,  but  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
and  it  was  not  his  duty  more  than  that  of  the  other  magistrates  present  to  bind  Captain 
Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace,  if  they  thought  it  necessary ; but  he  thought  it  was  only  fair 
to  hear  Captain  Wynne  in  his  own  defence. 

Captain  Wynne,  on  being  permitted  to  proceed,  said,  “ Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  by  this  course  of  conduct  you  will  neither  alarm  me  nor  put 
me  off  my  temper.  You  have  interrupted  me  in  the  middle  of  a sentence,  and  at  a word 
which  in  itself  might  give  offence.  Had  you  allowed  me  to  finish  that  sentence,  you  would 
no  doubt  have  been  saved  that  outburst  of  honest  indignation,  as  I should  have  said  what  I 
now  say,  that  if  in  the  discharge  of  a public  duty  any  attempt  were  made  to  attribute  to  me 
motives  unbecoming  a public  officer,  or  to  meet  me  by  personalities  instead  of  arguments, 

I should  treat  all  such  with  the  contempt  they  deserved. 

It  was  then  arranged  that  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  charges  should  take  place 
at  Liscannor,  on  Thursday  next. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Millett  requested  to  be  furnished,  through 
the  chairman,  with  a copy  of  the  charges  against  him,  which  had  been  read  at  the  meeting. 

The  chairman  said  he  aid  not  get  the  charges  from  Major  Macnamara,  and  requested  that 
gentleman  to  furnish  him  with  the  charges  against  Mr.  Millett. 

Major  Macnamara  said  he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  them. 

The  meeting  then  separated. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  17  December. 

Letter  of  Reverend  John  Sheehan,  Parish  Priest. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Clare  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  are  in  a sad  state ; the  cry  of  distress  is  on  the  breeze ; each  gale  that  blows  is 
wafting  on  its  wings  the  despairing  sigh  of  the  famishing  and  the  dying.  There  is  no  com- 
fort, no  hope,  no  consolation  for  us ; there  is  even  no  appearance  of  sympathy  with  the 
present  melancholy  state  of  things  on  the  part  of  those  appointed  by  our  paternal  Govern- 
ment to  save  us  from  death,  to  secure  us  against  the  fearful  encroachments  of  the  famine, 
ft  was  once  asked,  Was  there  no  prophet  in  Israel?  and  the  reproach  of  the  interrogatory 
was  great.  It  may  be  now  asked.  Is  there  no  ruling  power  in  Erin  responsible  for  the 
upholding  of  the  social  system  and  preserving  the  lives  of  the  people  ? The  story  of  our 
?u*ned  and  stricken  country  is  chequered  with  too  many  features  of  sadness  and  despair  to 
be  adequately  told.  The  machinery  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  combat  the  assaults  of  death 
by  starvation  is  accursed  ; and  the  curses  of  hate  and  hisses  of  scorn,  and  the  execration  of 
fhe  millions  against  the  stunted,  inadequate  plan  of  relief  by  road-making  may  he  said  to 
the  very  winds  of  our  skies. 

While  engineers  and  officers  of  works  are  caring  it  away,  and  careering  about  from  one 
relief  district  to  another  to  hold  investigations,  and  correct  or  pretend  to  correct  the  abuses, 
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the  numberless  undefinable  abuses  of  their  system,  the  multitudes  are  famished  ; while  those 
paid  and  proud  officials  are  thus  showing  off,  exhibiting  their  persons  and  their  prowess, 
insulting  relief  committees,  and  exercising  amongst  them  the  air  and  jurisdiction  of 
bashaws,  the  crowds,  waiting  in  suspense  for  an  order  to  get  them  on  the  works,  are  pining 
away  by  inches  with  hunger,  wasted  to  skeletons  by  the  joint  operation  of  cold  and  want  of 
food.  . 

The  meeting  held  here  on  yesterday  was  a singular  one  ; it  was  said  to  be  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  charges  or  complaints  against  local  engineers.  A staff  of  officers  attended, 
habited  in  coats  of  mail,  vested  to  the  chin  in  all  the  panoply  of  official  power,  and  deter- 
mined, come  what  will,  to  exercise  it  to  the  death.  They  showed  a bold  front,  appeared 
strong  and  resolute  to  uphold  whatever  was  ungracious,  whatever  was  unpardonable,  what- 
ever was  intolerable  in  the  present  supercilious  exercise  of  the  engineering  authority.  The 
inspector  of  works,  an  intrepid  fire-eater,  it  is  said,  who  would  be  more  at  home  in  the  field 
of  Mars,  enjoying  the  pomp  and  honour  of  glorious  war,  than  in  a committee  of  relief;  who 
would  be  more  quick  at  dealing  out  slugs  and  bullets  than  work-tickets  ; this  paid  officer, 
in  the  performance  of  a public  duty,  told  one  of  the  committee,  and  a Member  of  Parliament, 
that  he  could  treat  his  observations  with  contempt.  After  exhibiting  in  this  manner,  after 
this  insult  to  a man,  perhaps,  more  brave  and  resolute  than  himself,  he  had  the  coolness  to 
say  that  he  kept  his  temper ; upon  which,  another  of  the  committee  replied  that  he  was  the 
more  dangerous  on  that  account,  and  the  more  to  be  dreaded.  The  scene  became  curious, 
perhaps  startling  ; it  was  one  in  real  life,  and  there  was  none  of  the  adscititious  aid  or  senti- 
mentality of  fiction  about  it.  A clergyman  looking  on,  a mere  silent  spectator,  witnessing 
the  outrageous  conduct  indulged  in,  became  indignant,  and  remarked  that  the  official  thus 
conducting  himself  ought  to  be  turned  out  of  the  room,  and  would  soon  suit  the  action  to 
the  word,  if  he  had  not  respected  the  law,  and  been  kept  in  check  by  his  clerical  character. 
The  clergyman  was  told  to  hold  his  tongue  ; but  he  replied  that  he  stood  there  a member  of 
the  committee,  on  the  same  vantage  ground  with  the  Government  officers,  and  would  not  be 
silenced  or  put  down  like  the  priest  in  Corofin. 

It  was,  however,  no  go ; no  domineering  would  do ; no  attempt  at  carrying  things  with  a 
high  hand  could  be  availing.  The  officials  were  met  with  more  resolution  than  was  expected ; 
their  reception  in  Corcomroe  was  rather  warm,  and  they  will  remember  it.  Our  county 
Members  (God  bless  them  !),  who  are  doing  us  good  service,  who  are  really  at  their  posts, 
who  are  infusing  some  life — some  principle  of  utility  into  their  respective  committees,  in 
spite  of  adverse  circumstances,  who  are  vigorously  and  effectively  doing  their  duty  at  home, 
as  they  vote  honestly  and  independently  in  Parliament — they  were  present,  with  the  prestige 
of  their  name  and  character  about  them.  What  progress  could  be  made  in  the  brow-beating 
direction  where  such  men  stood  in  the  way?  What  did  Major  Macnamara  or  Corney 
O’Erien  care  about  duellists?  Were  men  of  tried  souls,  numbered  amongst  the  bravest 
spirits  of  their  county  or  country,  to  stand  abashed  and  blanched  before  a fire-eater?  Was 
Major  Macnamara  the  sort  of  man  to  quail  when  an  abuse  was  to  be  corrected,  a grievance 
to  he  redressed,  or  a point  of  honour  to  he  maintained  ? They  mistook  their  man.  The 
blood  of  Sarsfield  still  runs  in  the  gallant  major’s  veins  as  pure  and  as  warm  as  it  did 
when,  like  another  Si.  George,  he  braved  the  fearful  dragon  of  Orangeism  in  the  north, 
or  when  he  blended  mercy  and  chivalry  at  the  battle  of  the  Diamond,  in  behalf  of  his  perse- 
cuted Catholic  fellow-countrymen ; or  when,  in  the  streets  of  Sligo,  in  the  company  of  Lieu- 
tenant Fallon  (who  was  insulted  by  the  Orangemen  because  he  was  a Catholic),  he  drew  his 
sword,  and  hacked  by  the  Clare  Militia,  scattered,  like  a hawk  dashing  amongst  sparrows, 
and  trampled  upon  the  Orange  scamps  and  rampant  bigotry  of  the  day,  so  rife,  so  fierce,  and 
so  formidable.  In  those  evil  days,  in  those  times  of  woe,  when  men’s  souls  were  tried,  when 
the  poor  forlorn  defenceless  Irish  priest  and  peasant  had  but  few  friends  to  look  to,  when 
law,  and  justice,  and  mercy  in  their  regard  had  quitted  the  earth  for  a time,  it  was  then,  in 
the  ardour  of  reckless  youth,  in  the  invincible  impulses  of  nationhood,  the  fearless  Major 
stood  out  the  glorious  assertor  of  liberty,  the  champion  of  the  oppressed,  the  hero  of  catho- 
licity and  its  priesthood.  The  Major  is  still  the  same.  When  the  opportunity  offers,  the 
old  flame  breaks  out ; no  abatement  of  the  patriotic  ardour  of  other  days,  but  feelings  and 
sentiments  with  advancing  years  becoming  more  intensely  Irish.  Those  events  were  of  other 
days ; but  they  lost  nothing  of  their  intrinsic  substance  in  their  steep  descent  through  the 
filtrations  of  time ; they  should  not  he  forgotten  by  Irishmen,  or  they  would  deserve  the 
imprecations  of  the  prophet,  “ If  I forget  thee,  Jerusalem,  may  my  right  hand  be  for- 
gotten.” 

Mr.  O’Brien  is  a man  of  equal  intrepidity  and  determination,  equally  determined  to  repe 
aggression,  to  maintain  a point  of  honour  if  attacked.  Conscious  of  doing  all  the  good  m 
his  power,  and  exerting  every  service  he  is  capable  of,  in  or  out  of  committee,  to  enable  the 
people  as  far  as  in  him  lies  to  wade  through  the  present  crisis,  liow  annoying  it  must  be  to 
such  a man  to  be  buffeted  by,  and  experience  even  a want  of  courtesy  at  the  hands  0 
Government  officials,  in  the  doing  of  whose  business  and  helping  it  on,  he  was  giving  so 
much  useful  and  efficient  co-operation.  Such  men  then  could  not  be  put  down,  and  in 
coming  in  collision  with  them  the  servants  of  the  Board  of  Works  must  have  placed  them- 
selves in  a false  position.  In  encountering  such  men  they  had  something  more  than  a poor 
priest  to  deal  with.  In  their  respective  committees  those  gentlemen  made  some  progress 
towards  pushing  on  works,  and  getting  the  people  employed  fn  their  own  relief  districts. 

As  Members  of  Parliament  their  influence  was  set  at  naught,  it  was  given  to  the  win  s. 
They  could  not  even  appoint  a steward  or  check-clerk,  or  gangsman ; that  would  be  interfering 
to  he  sure,  with  the  officers  of  works.  But  as  country  gentlemen,  they  made  it  a point  tha 
their  efforts  should  not  be  entirely  useless,  and  their  immediate  localities  are  comparative jr 
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well  of)'.  But  here  in  this  immense  relief  district  of  Kilmanaheen  and  Clouny  I had  no  such 
assistance ; I was  contending  single-handed  to  get  the  starring  hundreds  «oia<r  about 
idle,  and  having  nothing  to  eat,  employed.  I was  defeated  and  worsted  in  every  attempt  to 
get  more  work,  more  destitution  relieved.  Beaten  and  bothered,  and  helpless,  and  called 
away  to  my  own  avocations  as  a priest,  I withdrew  slowly  and  sullenly  from  the  committee  • 
and  though  I could  not  boast  of  the  chivalry  of  any  of  the  heroes  of  Homer,  I retired,  still 
fighting  with  my  face  to  the  enemy. 

“What  is  to  be  done  ? Let  useful  works  be  got  on  with ; that  won’t  be  allowed.  Let  all 
the  people  who  are  calling  for  work  be  employed,  and  thereby  enable  them  to  prolong  life. 
The  engineers  won’t  allow  it,  it  would  interfere  with  their  statistical  tables;  it  would 
derange  the  doctrine  of  statistics,  and  therefore  the  people  must  be  left  to  starve.  Our 
meetings  are  terminating  in  nothing;  they  excite  expectations,  and  bring  the  hungry 
crowds  together  from  all  parts  around,  thinking  surely  that  they  null  get  work.  Those 
meetings  to  purge  away  abuses,  and  put  a stop  to  them  (which  can’t  be  done)  are  worse  than 
useless,  they  are  mischievous;  they  are  exciting  a party  feeling,  they  are  assuming  a party 
sectarian  complexion  where  there  was  no  such  thing  known  before.  They  are  attended  with 
little  party  jealousies  and  bickerings;  they  are  dwindling  into  unhappy  scrapes  and 
differences.  The  plague  spot  of  sectarian  bitterness  is  beginning  to  break  out,  and  the 
impress  of  party  spirit  and  animosity  is  very  nearly  stamped  upon  them.  On  the  one  side 
are  the  engineers  and  other  officials,  with  the  few  who  take  their  part  and  side  with  them  • 
on  the  other  stand  our  county  Members,  the  catholic  priesthood,  and  the  people. 

Those  are  incipient  indications  of  a growing  evil ; where  is  it  to  end  ? Like  every  other 
misfortune  it  has  derived  its  origin  from  the  most  paltry  and  defective  system  of  relief  which 
could  be  devised,  to  enable  an  entire  country  to  pass  through  the  most  awful  visitation  which 
God  in  his  mercy  could  inflict  on  the  world.  Things  were  in  a melancholy  state  enough 
before;  the  sadness  of  our  condition  has  gone  abroad  on  the  four  winds  of  Heaven,  and  has 
gathered  aid  and  sympathy  towards  us  from  distant  parts  of  the  globe.  Subscriptions  are 
set  on  foot,  and  contributions  forwarded  for  our  benefit  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth  : 
adcl  to  this  the  breaking  out  of  the  fell  spirit  of  sectarian  jealousy  and  party  distinctions, 
and  the  cup  of  our  sorrow  is  filled  up.  What  is  to  be  done  to  remedy  so  great  a misfor- 
tune ? Dean  Swift  in  his  day  conceived  a great  hatred  of  bankers.  He  fancied  they  were 
a good  deal  the  cause  of  the  poverty  of  his  country  (for  Ireland  is  always  poor),  and  he  pro- 
posed, as  some  remedy,  that  half-a-dozen  of  bankers  should  be  taken  and  hanged.  I was 
thinking  it  would  be  a good  plan  if  early  iu  the  next  session  of  Parliament  some  honourable 
Member  moved  to  bring  in  a Bill  to  hang  up,  or  at  any  rate  to  transport,  half-a-dozen  of 
engineers  and  check-clerks  in  each  barony,  and  continue  the  process  every  three  months, 
until  the  country  got  altogether  rid  of  the  nuisance. 

Can  any  one  tell,  or  even  give  a shrewd  guess,  why  it  is  that  these  engineers  have  such  a 
horror  of  employing  those  starvelings,  who  have  no  other  look-out  to  prevent  their  dying  of 
hunger  ? Why  is  it  that  they  are  so  sensitive  to  pain  when  asked  to  employ  all  those  in 
need  of  it,  and  when  told  that  without  some  earning  on  the  public  works  they  will  surely 
perish  ? It  is  the  same  as  putting  a finger  in  their  eye,  to  ask  them  to  add  one  more  to  the 
work-lists.  It  is  curious  to  see  how  they  writhe  and  feel  pained  when  told  that  more  works 
must  be  opened,  and  that  there  is  still  need  of  more  employment.  I wish  the  doctrine  of 
mesmerism  may  be  true,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Kenyon’s  arguments  to  the  contrary.  It  would  now 
serve  a good  purpose.  Those  engineers  might,  by  some  clever  hand,  be  thrown  into  the 
mesmeric  state,  and  then  they  would  not  feel  the  pain  of  the  operation  while  the  hungry 
multitudes  were  being  got  on  the  works.  Without  meaning  to  argue  with  Mr.  Kenyon,  or 
attempt  to  dislodge  him  from  the  impregnable  position  he  has  taken  against  the  truth  of 
mesmerism,  I hope  he  may  relax  a moment,  and  allow  the  mesmerisers  their  own  way ; it 
would  prevent  those  grimaces  and  ugly  contortions  of  those  functionaries ; iu  the  mesmeric 
trance  they  could  be  operated  on  safely,  and  the  aged,  infirm  parent,  and  half-starved  widow 
could  then  get  their  children  employed.  I have  often  heard  of  the  difficulty  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  the  process  of  canonization  at  Rome.  It  is  a thing  so  difficult  that  it  is  supposed  to 
be  next  to  a miracle  to  establish  the  claims  of  sanctity,  or  to  get  a saint  canonized  there. 
All  that  has  been  said  about  it  I believe  to  be  very  true.  The  severity  of  the  scrutiny  is  so 
remarkable  that  it  has  excited  the  surprise  of  all  those  who  ever  turned  their  thoughts  to  the 
subject.  But  the  difficulty,  great  as  it  may  appear,  vanishes  and  becomes  a matter  of  easy 
accomplishment  compared  to  the  difficult  tug  in  earnest  of  getting  a poor  person  on  the 
work-lists  when  once  the  defined  number  is  filled  up,  unless  the  engineer  is  in  good  humour, 
or  predisposed  to  listen  to  your  request.  Talk  of  an  impossibility,  a thing  that  is  impracti- 
cable, that  cannot  be  done,  or  permitted,  or  allowed,  your  impossibilities  are  nothing  con- 
trasted with  the  difficulty  of  sending  a pauper  on  the  works,  unless  it  be  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  engineer.  Let  the  petitioner  for  work  be  ever  so  forlorn,  it  won’t  do ; he  is 
starving,  it  won’t  do ; he  is  living  on  cabbage  leaves,  it  won’t  do ; he  goes  to  bed  supperless, 
it  won’t  do ; every  remonstrance  and  representation  is  useless  unless  it  be  the  will  of  the 
officers  of  works  ; there  is  no  chance,  no  hope  of  aid  or  employment  unless  it  squares  with 
their  caprice  or  volition. 

Thus,  amid  the  dread  visitations  of  Heaven,  in  a fearful  transition  from  one  state  of  society 
to  another,  iu  the  depths  of  a crisis  that  will  be  long  remembered  in  Erin,  are  we  in  the  hands 
and  completely  at  the  mercy  of  paid  officials,  and  inspectors  of  works,  who  seem  to  care  not 
a rush  about  the  distress  they  witness;  and  who  look  at  the  mass  of  misery  they  meet  with 
in  their  excursions  with  as  little  concern  as  a surgeon  accustomed  to  the  knife  exhibits  in 
cutting  off  a diseased  limb,  or  operating  on  a dead  subject  in  the  dissecting  room.  Is  not 
this  plan  of  relief,  this  revision  of  work  lists,  this  selection  of  paupers  whose  case  is  iu  the 
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extreme,  and  who  come  up  to  the  mark,  to  the  starving  point,  is  not  such  a system  so  paltrv 
so  encumbered,  so  defective,  yes,  and  so  grudging,  is  it  not  to  be  abominated,  deserving  of 
hatred,  and  unworthy  of  a great  and  powerful  Government,  which  constitutes  one  of°the 
five  powers  of  Europe?  Is  it  not  a wretched,  inhuman,  paltry  system  of  relief,  as  adminis- 
tered by  a Government  the  most  powerful  on  earth,  whose  empire  takes  in  all  points  of  the 
compass,  and  all  the  extremes  of  heat  and  of  cold,  whose  wealth  is  boundless,  whose  trade 
and  commerce  know  no  limits,  whose  fleets  and  armies  are  invincible,  whose  steamers  waft 
the  merchandize  of  the  earth,  and  whose  protocols  and  diplomatic  relations  affect  the  legis- 
lation of  the  two  hemispheres  of  which  this  globe  is  composed  ? 

We  have  at  least  a thousand  yet  unemployed  and  demanding  work.  Let  not  the  engi- 
neers lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that  they  have  gone  far  enough,  that  they  have 
fought  a good  fight,  that  employment  is  co-extensive  with  the  wants  to  be  relieved.  What 
diabolical  agency  is  stopping  the  presentments  ? What  sinister  influence  is  standing  between 
us  and  the  different  works  presented  for  and  passed  ? Are  engineers  to  be  the  arbiters  of 
our  fate  ? Is  the  Board  of  Works  to  doom  us  to  destruction,  and  quiet  the  cries  for  food  in 
the  silence  of  the  grave  ? Many  have  already  died,  and  are  dying  on  the  works.  They  are 
sinking  fast  beneath  the  exhaustion  of  hunger  and  the  effects  of  cold.  Frost  and  snow,  and 
drizzling  rains,  and  piercing  colds,  acting  on  empty  stomachs,  are  already  telling  with  woful 
precision,  and  mowing  down  hundreds  into  the  tomb.  In  a few  months  more  many  may 
not  remain  to  be  relieved.  Is  it  not  then  a blue  look-out  to  be  looking  for  work-tickets,  and 
worse  weather  coming  on,  and  still  greater  cold,  and  perhaps  harder  and  more  nipping  frosts 
and  snows  ? It  can’t  be  helped,  it  is  a matter  of  life  and  death,  it  is  a terrible  struggle  for 
existence,  it  is  the  instinct  of  self-preservation.  By  getting  on  the  works  they  may  escape 
death  by  cold,  though  badly  fed  and  badly  clad,  and  they  hazard  the  experiment.  By  re- 
maining idle  there  is  no  escaping  the  grasp  of  famine. 

I am,  &c, 

Ennistimon,  11  December  1846.  (signed)  J ohn  Sheehan,  p.  p. 


Clave  Journal,  Monday,  21  December. 

The  Investigation  at  Lisccinnor. 

A meeting  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  was  held  on  Thursday  last,  for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  certain  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  G.  Westropp,  on  the  part  of 
the  tenantry  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  to  whom  he  is  agent,  against  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  and 
other  members  of  the  committee,  with  reference  to  their  conduct  in  selecting  the  destitute 
poor  for  the  public  works.  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.  p.  ; Major  Mac- 
namara,  m.  p.,  Mr.  J.  Macnamara,  Captain  Morris,  coast  guard  officer,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shan- 
non, Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  Board  of  Works,  Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  Mr. 
Galway,  See.  Sec. ; and  a large  assemblage  of  people  remained  outside  the  house  while  the 
inquiry  (which  seemed  to  excite  great  interest  in  the  district)  lasted. 

Major  Macnamara  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  and  the  secretary  having  read  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  proceedings, 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  proceeded  to  address  the  meeting  with  a brief  exhortation  to  them 
to  conduct  themselves  peaceably,  and  hear  all  parties  alike.  At  the  last  meeting,  when 
those  charges  had  been  preferred  against  him,  he  might  have  expressed  in  veiy  strong  terms 
what  he  thought  of  them,  and  he  might  have  alluded  to  a conspiracy  against  him.  Taken 
by  surprise  as  he  had  been,  no  doubt  be  had  done  so,  but  it  was  all  owing  to  the  chairman 
having,  as  he  (Mr.  O’Brien)  considered,  very  improperly,  read  documents  with  which  that 
meeting  had  nothing  whatever  to  do.  He  was  taken  by  surprise,  for  he  found  himself  abused 
in  those  documents  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  he  found  that  Dean  Stackpoole,  a reverend 
dignitary  of  the  church,  was  spoken  of  as  being  desirous  that  an  inquiry  should  take  place 
into  his  (Mr.  O’Brien’s)  conduct.  If  he  had  not  been  taken  by  surprise,  it  was  veiy  likely  he 
should  not  have  used  those  expressions,  and  he  would  have  waited  until  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  speaking  to  Dean  Stackpoole  himself,  and  telling  him  what  he  thought  of  his  conduct. 
He  had  never  in  his  life  shrunk  from  expressing  his  opinion,  but  it  was  not  very  wonderful 
if  taken  by  surprise,  as  be  had  been,  be  had  used  warm  language  at  the  moment.  As  to  the 
documents  themselves,  he  would  say,  that  private  correspondence  should  not  have  formed 
any  portion  of  the  subject-matter  of  inquiry,  which  should  have  been  confined  solely  to  the 
letter  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works.  It  was  the  private  letter  of  Mr.  Westropp  to  Cap- 
tain Wynne  that  contained  everything  insulting  to  his  feelings.  A very  polished  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  day  was  given  in  the  Clare  Journal,  and  the  reporter,  in  tenderness  to 
him  (Mr.  O’Brien)  would  not  put  forward  what  he  said  in  reference  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  but 
that  report  had  not  contained  much  of  the  charges  made  against  him  in  the  second  letter.  If 
that  letter  had  appeared  in  the  report,  uo  one  would  have  been  astonished  at  his  indignantly 
replying  to  it.  The  letter  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  Captain  Wynne,  directed  the  present 
inquiry  to  be  made  with  respect  to  the  first  letter  from  Mr.  Westropp  direct  to  the  B°a™- 
The  inquiry  must,  therefore,  be  strictly  confined  to  the  truth  of  the  assertion  that  Dean  Stack- 
poole’s  tenantry  have  been  excluded  from  the  works,  to  the  advantage  of  his  (Mr.  O’Briea  &) 
tenantry.  And  he  had  no  doubt,  come  what  might,  but  that  he  would  be  able  to  make  ou 
a rebutting  case.  . , 

Captain  Wynne  did  not  think  that  anything  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  O’Brien  require 
an  answer  on  his  part.  All  he  had  to  say  was,  that  he  had  come  there  in  the  discharge^ 
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his  duty,  to  investigate  certain  charges  made  against  a member  of  a relief  committee  which 
had  been  referred  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Works.  At  their  last  meeting,  he  thought  he  had 
brought  forward  those  charges  in  a way  least  calculated  to  give  offence ; and  he  did  feel 
aggrieved  when  he  was  accused  of  conspiracy  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duty. 
However,  he  thought  the  best  course  for  him  to  adopt  would  be  to  make  no  further  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  and  he  begged  to  disclaim  being  mixed  up  with  the  persons 
who  sought  this  inquiry,  or  with  the  result  of  it. 

Major  Macnamara.  I have  a long  way  to  go  home.  Had  you  not  better  get  on  with  the 
charge  ? 

Captain  Wynne  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  was  his  duty  not  only  to  hear  complaints  of 
abuses,  but  to  search  for  them  in  the  most  diligent  way  possible  ; but  there  was  a delicacy 
in  his  doing  so  at  present,  because  Mr.  O’Brien  had  imputed  personal  motives  to  him,  and 
he  therefore  could  not  discharge  his  duty  to  its  full  extent.  He  had  now  finished  all  he  had 
to  say,  and  was  ready  to  hear  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  in  Mr.  Westropp’s  letter. 
If  there  was  any  one  present  to  represent  Mr.  Westropp  or  Dean  Stackpoole,  let  him  come 
forward. 

M.  0 Brien  begged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  a few  questions  before  the  inquiry  commenced. 
On  what  day  did  he  write  to  Mr.  Westropp  with  respect  to  his  charge  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  The  day  after  I received  it. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  Did  Captain  Wynne  write  any  communication  to  the  secretary  or  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  I wrote  to  the  secretary,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  what  day  we 
could  meet  for  the  inquiry.  As  to  the  second  letter  of  Mr.  Westropp,  it  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a public  document— it  was  not  marked  private,  and  it  stated  that  Dean  Stackpoole  re- 
quested me  to  make  this  inquiry. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  Do  you  consider  yourself  a man  of  business,  Captain  Wynne  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  Why,  1 have  not  been  bred  to  business,  certainly,  as  I have  been  an 
army  man,  but 

Mr.  O’Brien.  But  you  consider  yourself  a man  of  business  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  Why,  I have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  been  bred  in  an  office, 
but  I endeavour  to  do  my  duty  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  And  do  you,  sir,  consider  it  regular  or  fit  in  a public  assembly  called  for 
another  purpose,  to  call  on  the  chairman  to  read  advertisements  not  at  all  connected  with  the 
meeting  ? 

Captain  Wynne.  I do  not  think  it  becoming  to  give  any  opinion  on  my  own  conduct ; 
that  I will  leave  to  others.  I never  sought  publicity  for  this  business,  but  as  it  has  obtained 
it,  the  public  will  judge  by  it  whether  I have  done  my  duty  or  not. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  When  I used  the  word  “ conspiracy  ” at  the  last  meeting,  I must  say  I did 
not  apply  it  to  any  particular  person ; it  would  have  been  time  for  me  to  have  done  that 
when  the  facts  came  to  light. 

Captain  Wynne.  I was  distinctly  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  O’Brien  alluded  to  me 
when  he  spoke  of  conspiracy.  I believe  that  such  ivas  the  general  impression  of  all  who 
heard  him.  If  I conceived  I acted  under  an  erroneous  impression,  I would  be  the  first  to 
come  forward  and  make  air  apology  for  any  offence  I might  have  given. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  did  not  require  any  apology  whatever. 

The  secretary  having  read  copies  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Westropp,  accusing  Mr.  O’Brien 
and  Mr.  Macnamara,  as  members  of  the  relief  committee,  of  putting  their  comfortable 
tenants  on  the  works  and  passing  over  the  destitute  people  on  Dean  Stackpoole’s  estate. 

The  chairman  asked  if  there  was  any  one  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole  or  his  tenantry 
who  had  complaints  to  make  ? 

Mr.  O’Brien.  Let  them  come  forward  if  they  have ; they  have  nothing  to  apprehend, 
here. 

After  a good  deal  of  confusion  and  shouting  for  various  persons  who  did  not  appear,  a 
policeman  was  sent  to  the  outer  door  to  call  in  die  complainants,  and 

Mr.  Macnamara  meantime  addressed  the  meeting,  and  complained  that  he,  as  a member  of 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  had  not  been  treated  with  courtesy.  He  charged  the  whole 
matter  as  “ a conspiracy.”  There  was  an  immense  injustice  in  the  way  in  which  relief  was 
given,  and  Liscannor  was  veiy  badly  treated  in  respect  to  its  neighbours.  In  the  parish  of 
Killilagh  for  instance 

The  Chairman.  Oh  ! no,  no,  no  ! order,  order  ! This  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
matter  before  us — (laughter). 

Again  proclamation  was  made  for  any  tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  to  come  forward,  but 
no  one  appeared. 

Mr.  C.  O’Brien  complained  bitterly  of  the  asbence  of  Mr.  Westropp. 

Captain  Wynne  agreed  with  him  in  thinking  that  Mr.  Westropp  should  have  been  present, 
and  thought  he  bad  not  acted  very  properly  in  this  affair. 

A Voice.  If  there  is  an  adjournment,  never  fear  Mr.  Westropp  will  be  here,  or  send  an 
attorney. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  he  thought  he  would  be  acquitted  of  the  most  disgraceful  charge  that 
could  be  made  against  a human  being.  He  knew  of  no  punishmeut  too  severe  for  the  man 
"bo  doled  out  public  charity  with  partiality.  But  so  far  from  having  incurred  it  he  had. 
adopted  a completely  opposite  course.  By  his  means  the  works  were  stopped  at  one  tune, 
because  the  most  destitute  had  not  been  employed,  and  the  first  tiling  the  committee  had 
done  after  that  was  to  provide  work  for  a man  living  on  the  Stackpoole  estate.  From  day  to 
day  they  had  been  employed  in  revising  the  lists,  and  putting  out  comfortable  men  to  put 
05.  5 m 4 *be 
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the  more  destitute  in  their  places,  and  as  a reward  for  their  labour  they  were  treated  as  if 
they  were  public  robbers,  who  were  putting  money  m the  pockets  of  their  tenants  that  they 
might  pay  their  rents.  . . , „ 

A reverend  member  of  the  relief  committee  stated,  that  he  never  heard  of  any  of  Dean 
Stackpoole’s  tenants. 

A tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s,  James  Falty,  then  came  forward  and  gave  a very  confused 
statement,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  disclaimed  having  any  complaint  against  the  com- 
mittee. At  one  time  they  were  going  to  send  up  a letter  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Mr. 
Westropp  said  they  ought  to  do  so  if  they  had  any  complaint  to  make.  He  had  paid  his 
rent  to  Mr.  Westropp  that  gale.  He  held  five  acres  of  land  at  6 1.  a year. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  Did  Daniel  Neylan  threaten  you  if  you  did  not  bring  forward  these 

C^Falty.  He  did  not,  sir.  He  said  we  had  a light  to  come  forwavd  and  prove  our 
complaints.  , ... 

Mr  O’Brien.  This  same  Dan  Neylan  inflicted  a most  atrocious  injury  on  a poor  fisher- 
woman,  named  Jenny  Mantle,  about  20  years  ago.  I was  then  a young  man  at  my  profes- 
sion ; this  poor  woman  came  to  me,  and  moved  by  her  story  I wrote  to  this  Neylan,  and  told 
him  1 would  bring  him  before  a court  of  justice.  He  was  alarmed,  and  gave  her  restitution ; 
but  from  that  day  to  this  I never  shall  be  forgiven  for  that  act ; he  never  will  forget  it;  and 
in  this  way  do  1 account  for  that  extraordinary  conspiracy  against  me.  Dean  Stackpoole  was 
represented  in  our  committee  ; one  of  his  tenants  was  there.  But  did  he  ever  write  to  us  ? 
Never.  Mr.  Westropp  never  came  near  us  while  he  was  in  the  county. 

Daniel  Neylan.  No,  but  lie  wrote  to  one  of  the  committee,  Father  Tom  Shannon. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  explained  that  he  certainly  had  received  a letter,  stating,  that  a niau 
named  Hogan  wanted  work,  and  that  very  man  was  put  on  the  works  the  following  day. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  So  you  see  the  only  instance  when  he  wrote  to  us  we  attended  to  his 
complaint. 

R.  Nagle,  another  tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  was  next  called  forward,  and  stated  that  he 
had  no  reason  to  complain.  . 

Several  witnesses  were  brought  forward,  and  in  reply  to  Captain  W ynne,  stated  they  had 
no  cause  of  complaint  against  the  committee,  or  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  that  they  did  not  know 
of  any  unfit  persons  having  been  placed  on  the  works. 

Mr.  O’Brien  said  that  he  felt  that  Captain  Wynne’s  questions  were  put  for  his  (Mr. 
O’Brien’s)  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

Captain  Wynne  then  inquired  of  Neylan  if  lie  had  anything  to  complain  of,  who  answered 
in  the  negative. 

After  some  further  inquiry  into  cases  of  a similar  nature,  and  a little  confusion  occasioned 
by  the  violence  of  a man  who  did  not  appear  to  know  very  well  what  he  had  to  say,  and  who 
was  ejected  from  the  room  by  the  combined  exertions  of  a priest  and  a policeman,  the  pro” 
ceedings  were  declared  to  be  at  an  end,  when  ...  . 

Captain  Wynne,  addressing  the  chairman,  said,  I believe  we  may  now  bring  this  investi- 
gation to  a close  ; I beg  to  assure  you  it  has  been  to  me  a most  painful  one,  and  has  been 
undertaken  by  me  under  circumstances  that  left  me  no  choice. 

The  charges  brought  against  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  committee  were  of  a serious  charactei, 
and  in  justice  to  those  gentlemen  I assure  you  I gladly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  stating 
that  from  any  evidence  brought  forward  this  day  there  does  not  appear  to  be  a shadow  or 
foundation  for  them. 

Mr.  Gamble.  There  is  not  the  smallest  evidence  in  support  for  them. 

Mr.  O’Brien.  I hope  Captain  Wynne  will  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  report  that  Mr.  W estiopp 
did  not  attend.  If  that  gentleman  had  the  smallest  compassion,  in  such  a year  as  this  he 
would  not  have  taken  rent  from  his  poor  tenantry.  He  would  have  told  them  to  take  bac 
their  money  and  buy  meal  with  it.  . f .. 

The  chairman  then  declared  that  the  inquiry  had  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  or  a 
persons  present,  and 

Mr.  O’Brien  received  the  congratulations  of  his  friends  on  the  result. 

The  meeting  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  relief,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  in  the 
chair.  , 

Mr.  J.  Macnamara,  and  several  other  persons,  made  strong  representations  as  to  the  ne  = 
eity  for  increased  works.  The  people  were  starving  before  their  eyes,  and  the  wages  giv 
by  the  Board  could  never  keep  them  alive. 

Mr.  O’Brien  observed  that  it  was  perfectly  impossible  that  a man,  with  a ramily  o , 
could  maintain  life  in  them  on  5 s.  a week,  when  wheat  was  at  3 s.  a stone,  and  Hour 
2 s.  8 d.  If  this  was  a system  of  relief,  the  Government  should  give  wages  high  enou3 
to  enable  the  labourer  to  give  his  family  enough  of  bread,  otherwise  there  is  no  use 
this  enormous  outlay.  . , ij 

Mr.  Gamble  promised  that  he  would  extend  the  works  as  far  as  practicable,  ana  w 
give  immediate  directions  for  the  employment  of  60  men  more.  t 

Mr.  J.  Macnamara.  By  G — d I’ll  resign  to-morrow;  there  should  be  at  least  3 p 
on  the  works  at  once.  I can’t  stand  this,  and  I won’t ! ^ 

Some  routine  business  being  disposed  of,  the  court  adjourned,  and  the  officers  of  t 
Board  of  Works  retired. 
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Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  31  December. 

Ennis  Petty  Sessions,  24  December. 

Captain  Leyne,  r.m.,  James  O’Dwyer,  Luke  Brady,  Thomas  Keane,  and  John  Enright, 
E-qrs.  presiding. 

In  a former  number  we  mentioned  that  the  public  works  had  been  suspended  in  certain 
districts  in  the  parish  of  Kilmaily,  in  consequence  of  the  labourers  using  violence  towards 
the  stewards,  and  compelling  them  to  leave  the  works  because  they  were  strangers. 

Summonses  were  issued  against  four  individuals  employed  on  those  works  as  beino-  of 
the  number  who  had  thus  maltreated  and  driven  away  the  stewards,  at  the  suit  of  °the 
local  engineer,  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald. 

The  case  came  before  the  bench  to-day.  Messrs.  Cullinan  and  O’Connell,  solicitors,  ap- 
peared for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Kenny  for  the  defendants. 

Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  head- 
engineer,  were  present  in  court  during  the  hearing  of  the  case. 

"Daniel  Markham  was  first  called  forward,  and  charged  with  proceeding  at  the  head  of  a 
large  party  of  labourers,  and  attacking  Thomas  Hogan,  and  driving  bun  away  from  the 
public  works  at  Gurtiganniv,  in  the  parish  of  Kilmaily,  where  he  had  been  placed  as  steward 
by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Mr.  Cullinan,  in  opening  the  case,  stated  that  the  outrage  had  been  committed  because 
Hog, m was  a stranger  in  that  locality;  but  lie  (Mr.  Cullinan)  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
preferable  to  appoint  strangers  as  superintendents  on  those  works,  as  they  would  be  less 
likely  to  be  swayed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  consideration  of  local  circum- 
stances, than  those  residing  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  then  referred  to  the  spirit  of  in- 
subordination and  resistance  to  the  laws  by  which  the  transgressors  in  this  case  were  actu- 
ated, and  stated  that  every  exertion  should  be  used  to  put  an  end  to  this  system;  and  he 
had  no  doubt,  if  the  charge  could  now  be  proved,  that  such  a degree  of  punishment  would 
be  inflicted  as  might  serve  to  deter  others  from  acting  in  a similar  manner. 

Thomas  Hogan  sworn,  examined  by  Mr.  Cullinan.  Was  employed  as  steward  on  the 
public  works  at  Gurtaganniv ; on  the  15th  instant  a party  of  men  came  on  the  work  where 
he  was  stationed  ; they  asked  the  gangs  of  men  on  the  work  if  they  had  any  complaints  to 
make,  or  if  there  were  any  strangers  among  them;  the  men  over  whom  witness  was 
stationed  replied  that  they  had  not ; one  of  the  party  then  said,  Who  is  that  fellow  on  the 
work  (pointing  to  witness)?  the  party  then  went  to  witness  and  drove  him  away  from  the 
work ; but  afterwards  four  men  from  his  own  gang  came  up  and  saved  him  from  ill-treat- 
ment. He  (witness)  gave  Mr.  Henry  Keane  a description  of  one  of  the  party ; saw  the  man 
afterwards  and  identifies  him  ; was  told  by  Pat  Hogan  that  his  name  was  Markham  ; Pat 
Hogan  is  a servant  man  of  Mr.  Keane’s;  there  were  about  a hundred  men  in  the  party  that 
came  up  to  witness ; witness  himself  is  from  Kilkee. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Kenny.  The  men  over  whom  he  was  placed  did  not  wish  to 
point  him  out  as  a stranger  ; saw  Markham  at  Mr.  Keane’s  on  the  pay-day  after  the  works 
were  stopped  ; witness  did  not  want  to  prosecute  him,  for  he  knew  if  he  did  he  could  not 
remain  in  the  place told  Mr.  Keane  that  his  name  was  Markham;  gave  also  the  name 
of  another  of  the  party,  which  was  told  witness  by  Pat  Hogan,  but  could  not  recollect  it 
now. 

Rev.  M.  Lynch,  p.  p.  of  Kilmaily.  You  could  mention  the  name  quite  freely  to  the 
committee  the  other  day ; Gleeson  is  the  name. 

Mr.  Henry  Keane.  It  was  I who  mentioned  the  name  to  the  committee. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lynch.  Both  of  you. 

Mr.  Henry  Keane  sworn,  examined  by  Mr.  Cullinan.  Remembers  the  15th  instant;  met 
Thomas  Hogan  on  that  day,  who  gave  him  a description  of  Daniel  Markham  ; witness  knew 
Markham  when  he  saw  him,  from  the  description  which  Thomas  Hogan  gave  of  him ; saw 
Markham  among  a crowd  of  men  the  next  day : Markham  is  one  of  the  men  employed  on 
the  Knockatonagh  road. 

Mathew  Houghan  examined.  Is  a steward  under  the  Board  of  Works  at  Knockatonagh; 
Gurtaganniv, where  Thomas  Hogan  was  placed  as  steward,  is  about  half-a-mile  from  Knock- 
atonagh ; Markham  was  one  of  the  men  employed  on  witness’s  line  of  road,  and  was  at  work 
on  the  morning  of  the  15th. ; witness  could  not  say  whether  any  ol  the  men  on  his  line  went 
to  Hogan’s  line  on  that  day,  as  he  (witness)  was  not  down  as  far  as  the  end  of  his  line  of 
road  on  the  day  in  question. 

There  was  no  other  witness  examined  in  this  case,  and 

Mr.  Kenny  made  a few  observations  to  the  bench,  contending  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  criminate  his  client.  He  admitted  that  the  officers  ot  the  Board  of  Works 
could  not  be  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  if  he  knew  the  persons  who 
were  guilty  of  such  conduct,  he  himself  would  be  the  first  to  give  evidence  against  them ; 
but  be  would  leave  it  with  the  bench  to  decide  whether  the  charge  against  his  client  had 
been  clearly  proved. 

The  bench  granted  informations  against  Markham. 

Michael  Lynch,  Michael  Neylan,  and  James  M'Inerheny  were  then  called  forward, 
charged  with  cl ri vino-  away  a steward  named  John  Carmody  from  the  public  work  at  Knock- 
atonagh. 

Informations  were  then  granted  by  the  bench  against  the  defendants,  who  were  bound  over 
fo  take  their  trial  at  the  ensuing  assizes. 

0.105.  5 N Captain 
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Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer,  then  addressed  the  bench  as  follows  : “ Gentlemen,  as 
the  conditions  upon  which  alone  I am  empowered  to  resume  the  works  have  been  complied 
with,  and  as  the  offenders  have  been  given  up,  and  the  first  step  taken  towards  vindicating 
the  law,  I feel  myself  at  liberty  to  promise  that  the  works  suspended  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
mally  shall  be  resumed;  and  perhaps,  gentlemen,  you  will  permit  me  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
impressing  upon  this  assemblage  the  fearful  consequences  of  riot  or  disorderly  conduct  on  the 
public  works.  It  is  not  necessary  that  life  should  be  sacrificed  or  endangered  to  constitute 
the  necessity  of  suspending  the  works ; disorderly  conduct  or  insubordination  will  be  suffi- 
cient; in  all  such  cases  it  will  be  my  duty  to  suspend  the  works  immediately,  and  it  will 
not  be  in  my  power  to  resume  them  without  the  authority  of  the  Board.  I can  assure  you 
I shall  do  my  part,  and  the  condition  of  Clare  Abbey  at  this  moment  attests  the  determina- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  protect  their  officers  and  subordinates  from  out- 
rage and  insult,  and  the  appalling  consequences  that  must  inevitably  follow  upon  the  com- 
mission of  these  offences.  Application  has  been  made  for  the  resumption  of  the  works  in 
that  parish  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  by  you,  gentlemen,  and  by  the  relief  committee, 
and  I myself  have  made  the  request  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  destitution  that  exists 
amongst  the  inhabitants ; this  consideration  alone  induced  me  to  recommend  such  a step. 
1 would  now  implore  of  those  gentlemen  whose  position  in  society  may  give  weight  to  their 
advice,  to  impress  deeply  upon  those  within  their  respective  circles  the  necessity  for  the 
maintenance  of  order  on  the  works,  and  of  submission  to  those  placed  over  them  by  the 
Board.” 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  14  January  1847. 

Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe. 

[From  our  Special  Reporter.] 

Ennistiraon,  Monday  Evening. 

Another  extraordinary  sessions  for  this  barony  was  held  to-day  in  this  town,  pursuant 
to  the  proclamation  of  his  Excellency. 

The  magistrates  in  attendance  were  John  O'Brien,  esq.,  m.p.;  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq., 
M.p.;  the  Yen.  Archdeacon  Whitty,  John  Macnamara,  Francis  Macnamara,  and  Francis 
M.  Calcutt,  esqrs. 

Associated  cess-payers:  Messrs.  P.  O’Brien,  Michael  Fitzgerald,  Peter  Gibson,  Henry 
Sexton,  Edmund  Kenny,  Francis  Cannon,  George  Greene,  Michael  Daly,  and  John 
Cahill. 

Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  head  engineer ; Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  of  the  Board  of 
Works:  Mr.  James  Pratt,  u.E. ; "Mr.  Richard  Millett,  c. e.  ; Mr.  Charles  A.  Morris,  c.  E. ; 
and  Mr.  William  Blood  Galway,  c.  E.,  were  also  present. 

Previous  to  proceeding  with”  the  business  of  the  day,  a short  consultation  took  place  in 
private  between  the  magistrates  and  cess-payers,  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sessions 
should  be  conducted  ; after  which  Cornelius  O’Brien,  esq.,  M.  P.,  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  Macnamara  proceeded  to  say,  that  of  the  44,000/.  presented  at  a former  sessions 
in  September  last,  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  that  sum  had  been  put  in  operation  in  the 
barony ; and  the  people  were  now  in  a worse  condition  than  they  were  in  the  month  of 
September  (hear).  He  said  that  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  had  received  orders  to 
make  a selection  of  labourers  for  to  be  employed  on  the  works  ; that  the  committee  did 
make  the  selection,  and  furnished  a list  of  the  names  to  the  officers,  but  when  he  attended 
the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  he  found  that  not  more  than  one-half  the  number  fur- 
nished by  the  committee  were  selected  for  employment,  and  that  the  officers  had  made  a 
most  unfair  selection ; for,  in  some  cases,  there  were  a greater  number  employed  out  of  the 
small  families  than  were  taken  out  of  the  large  ones.  He  asked,  was  this  to  be  charged  on 
the  committee?  No,  but  on  the  Government  officers.  He  (Mr.  M'N.)  contended,  that 
every  man  the  committee  returned  should  have  been  employed ; and  he  for  one  would  not 
vote  for  granting  any  money  unless  he  was  satisfied  that  all  the  destitute  people  should  be 
employed  by  it.  ..  . 

Mr.  Gamble  thought  that  what  Mr.  Macnamara  had  stated  was  a question  for  the  reliet 
committee.  They  could  memorial.  . 

Mr.  Macnamara.  Are  we  not  every  day  complaining  of  it  ? We  are  completely  debarred 
from  exercising  any  power  over  the  expenditure  of  our  own  money. 

Mr.  Gamble  was  under  the  impression  there  was  no  person  returned  by  the  officers  for 
employment  whose  name  was  not  furnished  in  the  list  from  the  committee ; and  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  committee  furnished  any  in  their  list  that  did  not  require  employment. 

Mr.  Macnamara.  Yes  ; but  the  most  destitute  were  not  employed. 

Captain  Wynne  here  observed,  that  as  a charge  had  been  made  against  the  officers  or  tne 
Board  of  Works,  if  it  would  not  be  considered  out  of  order  he  would  reply  to  it.  He  was 
aware  that  this  meeting  was  convened  for  quite  a different  purpose,  and  he  therefore  di 
not  feel  free  to  offer  any  remarks  without  permission  from  the  chairman.  He  therefore 
wished  to  know  from  him  if  he  were  at  liberty  to  answer  the  charge? 

The  Chairman.  Oh,  certainly.  _ , 

Captain  Wynne  then  stated  that  an  accusation  had  been  brought  forward  by  Mr.  • 
Macnamara,  to  the  effect  that  lists  had  been  sent  up  to  his  (Captain  Wynne’s)  office,  an 
that  then  the  names  of  the  most  destitute  had  been  struck  off  those  lists  altogether, 
the  true  state  of  the  case  was  simply  this : when  he  perceived  that  there  were  three 
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returned  from  the  same  family,  the  name  of  one  of  them  was  omitted  ; and  in  some  cases, 
perhaps  two  might  have  been  omitted,  when  it  appeared  that  the  family  was  small,  but  not 
otherwise. 

Captain  Francis  Macnamara  said,  that  if  there  were  any  complaints  against  the  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works,  they  should  be  reported  to  head -quarters.  That  meeting  had  no 
control  over  the  officers  of  the  Board  ; and  it  was  but  waste  of  their  time  to  listen  to  such 
charges. 

Captain  Francis  Macnamara  here  handed  to  the  chairman  a threatening  letter,  which 
had  been  given  into  Captain  Wynne’s  hand  by  some  person  in  the  court,  as  he  was  passing 
among  the  crowd  assembled  in  the  body  of  the  meeting,  and  a great  many  of  whom  were 
at  the  same  time  handing  to  him  papers  containing  petitions  and  complaints. 

Captain  Macnamara,  while  handing  the  letter  to  the  chairman,  expressed  his  indio-nation 
iu  strong  terms  against  the  daring  effrontery  of  the  villain  who  would  presume  to  serve 
a gentleman  with  such  a document  in  open  court.  The  letter  bore  the  representation  of  a 
coffin,  with  a death’s  head  and  cross  bones  on  the  top,  and  was  written  with  red  ink,  or 
probably  with  blood.  The  following  is  an  exact  copy : — 

“Captain  Wynne — captain  Starlight  sends  you  notice  to  lave  thes  parts  or  if  you  dont 
i give  you  the  end  of  Mesters  Carrig  blood  and  co,  they  say  your  a undanted  man  but 
i have  forty  rifel  men  as  kind  as  ever  puled  a thriker  so  go  on  with  the  works  at  ruan  and 
quit  the  country  if  you  dont  wish  to  go  home  to  the  mistres  a corpes  which  by  the  mortal 
i’l  send  you  if  you  come  to  thes  parts  agiu,  take  this  warniu  or  you’l  be  a ded  man  in  no 
time,  i’l  wach  you, — Your  obedient  servant, 

“ Captain  Starlight.” 

The  Chairman,  in  most  energetic  language,  and  evidently  with  strong  feeling,  expressed 
his  abhorrence  of  such  daring  villainy.  He  said  that  it  reflected  great  disgrace  on  the 
locality  ; and  he  must  say  it  was  the  first  occurrence  of  the  kind  that  had  taken  place 
in  that  neighbourhood.  He  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  the  district,  that  if  there  were  an 
honest  man  in  that  meeting,  who  knew  the  guilty  individual,  he  would  manfully  come  for- 
ward and  prosecute  him.  He  (the  chairman)  was  ready  to  offer  20 1.  reward  for  information 
that  might  lead  to  his  apprehension. 

Captain  Francis  Macnamara.  I will  give  50  Z.,  or  I will  meet  the  villain  if  he  choose  at  12 
o’clock  at  night,  armed,  and  will  pledge  myself  to  go  alone. 

Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.p.,  was  sony  that  this  barony  should  be  disgraced  in  such  a manner. 
He  had,  on  another  occasion,  stated  that  he  believed  no  sympathy  existed  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  towards  the  guilty  party;  and  he  believed  that  on  the  present  occasion  the 
inhabitants  of  Corcomroe  had  no  sympathy  with  the  writer  of  this  disgraceful  document; 
he  would  now  say  no  more  on  this  subject,  as  he  wished  to  make  a few  observations  at  the 
close  of  the  proceedings,  upon  a matter  which  was  in  some  degree  connected  with  this 
circumstance. 

The  Chairman  inquired  of  Captain  Wynne  if  he  thought  he  could  recognise  the  individual 
who  gave  him  the  letter. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  perhaps  he  might;  at  all  events,  as  he  believed,  he  was  now 
present  in  the  meeting,  he  would  try,  and  requested  that  a policeman  should  be  at  once 
placed  at  the  door,  to  prevent  the  people  from  going  out. 

The  Chairman  ordered  the  police  to  close  the  door;  and  Captain  Wynne  then  said: 
“ Gentlemen,  you  will  excuse  my  making  a few  observations  on  the  document  that  has 
been  handed  to  me.  If  Captain  Starlight  thinks  that  he  will  in  this  way  intimidate  me, 
or  turn  me  aside  from  the  path  of  my  duty,  he  little  knows  the  individual  with  whom  he  has 
to  do.  It  has  been  my  wish  to  relieve  the  poor,  and  to  oppose  the  employment  of  the  rich 
man,  and  in  this  course  I shall  persevere.  I now  hold  a poor  man’s  petition  in  my  hand, 
which  shall  receive  immediate  attention  ; but  if  I did  not  hope  that  Captain  Starlight  s 
communication  would  lead  to  the  discovery  of  the  writer,  I should  tear  it  in  pieces  and 
trample  it  under  my  feet;  and  as  he  is  now  present,  I beg  leave  to  inform  him  that  I shall 
be  on  the  road  to-night,  and  happy  to  meet  him,  when  he  will  find  me  well  prepared ; but 
if  through  any  of  the  causes  which  shake  the  assassin’s  hand,  lie  should  fail  to  execute  liis 
purpose,  or  do  it  ineffectually,  I pledge  myself  to  him  that  moment  shall  be  his  last. 

Captain  Wynne,  accompanied  by  the  officers  of  police,  proceeded  afterwards  down  through 
the  body  of  the  meeting,  but  could  find  no  clue  to  the  discovery  of  the  person  who  served 
him  with  the  letter. 

Captain  Francis  Macnamara  suggested  that  some  resolution  should  be  passed  on  the 
subject.  , 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Whitty  moved  that  a subscription  list,  offering  a reward,  be  opened 
at  once  before  the  magistrates  leave  the  bench. 

Captain  Francis  Macnamara  seconded  the  motion. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted  : — 

“Whereas,  at  a special  session  held  at  Ennistimon,  on  the  11th  January  1847,  at  the 
court-house,  for  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  a letter  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Wynne, 
inspecting  officer,  by  some  person  unknown,  threatening  that  gentleman  s life  it  he  did  not 
leave  this  country,  we,  the  undersigned,  to  mark  our  abhorrence  of  the  act,  do  hereby  promise 
the  sums  affixed  to  our  respective  names  for  the  apprehension  and  prosecution  to  conviction 
of  the  individual  guilty  of  the  act.” 

0.105.  5 N 2 Francis 
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Francis  Macnamara  - - - - " " t.  50  - ~ 

Cornelius  O’Brien  - - - - " " ' -20-- 

Sanmel  Gamble  - - “ " * ” “ 20  - - 

John  O’Brien-  - - “ “ “ “ " it  - — 

John  Whitty  - - - “ “ “ “ ” " * ” ” 

Francis  M.  Calcutt  - - ■ ~ “ “ “ - 5-  — 

James  Pratt,  c.  e.  - - - - - - ■ ~ ~ ~ 

Charles  A.  Morris,  c.E.  - - - - - - - 5 - - 

Richard  Millett,  c.E.  - - - “ * ® - - 

William  Blood  Galway,  c.e.  - - ■ - * i>  — — 

John  Macnamara 

Francis  Comyu  - --  --  1 “ ~ 

The  list  still  lies  open  for  subscription  at  Mr.  R.  Calcutt’s  office 

The  meeting  then  separated;  and  Captain  Wynne,  nothing  daunted  by  this  daring  threat, 
proceeded  shortly  afterwards  on  his  way  to  Miltown.  , 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  a single  word  relative  to  the  hardihood  of  the  villain  that  could 
thus  before  the  very  face  of  the  law,  break  it,  and  set  it  at  defiance. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  convey  any  idea  of  the  surprise  and  indignation  which  this 
circumstance  excited  in  the  gentlemen  present.  There  is  indeed  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  occurrence  is  but  one  of  the  fruits  of  an  organised  system  of  combination  against 
all  law  and  order,  which  at  present  exists  to  a fearful  extent  around  this  country.  It  is 
surely  not  a matter  of  such  surprise  that  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  should  be  poured  out 
copiously  upon  a land  whose  inhabitants  can  thus  coolly  determine  upon  deeds  of  blood. 
Alas  ! that  not  even  the  judgments  of  God  which  are  now  abroad  in  the  earth,  can  produce 
anv  salutary  effect  upon  the  depraved  propensities  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 

The  chairman  again  took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  letter  received  by  Captain  Wynne,  and 
stated  that  it  was  a deep  disgrace  to  all  the  gentlemen  assembled,  that  in  the  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  the  presence  of  the  magistrates,  such  an  occurrence  should  have  happened.  He 
hoped  that  every  honest  man  would  do  his  utmost  to  put  an  end  to  such  a system,  a system 
which  contemplated  the  taking  away  of  human  life,  of  that  life  which  the  assassin  could  not 
give,  and  which  he  dare  not ‘'take  away  except  as  a coward.  He  earnestly  hoped  for  the 
honour  of  the  locality,  the  writer  would  be  discovered  ; and  he  (Mr.  O’B.)  feared  that  there 
were  some  persons  in  that  meeting  who  knew  the  guilty  individual. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  14  January. 

Destitution  along  the  Sea  Coast. 

[From  our  Special  Reporter.] 

Miltown  Malbay,  Tuesday,  12  January. 

Ix  my  last  communication,  I gave  you  a brief  outline  of  the  proceedings  at  Ennistimon 
presentment  sessions.  There  was  a circumstance,  however,  to  which  1 would  now  revert, 
which  occurred  at  the  sessions,  and  which,  from  what  has  since  come  under  ray  observation, 

I feel  more  at  liberty  to  express  an  opinion.  The  startling  event  of  the  Ennistimon  meeting 
was,  of  course,  the  service,  in  open  court,  of  a threatening  letter  upon  the  inspector  of  the 
Board  of  Works  ; but  in  close  connexion  with  this  circumstance,  I feel  it  but  right  to  amide 
to  the  charge  against  the  officer  of  the.  Board  by  Mr.  J.  Macnamara,  who  complained  that 
the  most  needy  persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  of  the  relief  committees  furnished  to  Captain 
Wynne,  by  the  order  of  that  officer.  This  is  a statement  so  utterly  at  variance  with  the 
course  which  has  been  invariably  pursued  at  the  committees  by  Captain  Wynne,  that  it  is 
quite  unnecessary  to  lose  time  or  space  in  replying  to  it ; but  it  must  certainly  be  regards 
as  highly  injudicious,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  the  part  of  any  individual,  to  hold  up  a pub- 
lic officer  to  the  censure  and  odium  of  the  crowd  of  excited  people,  many  of  whom,  it  is 
sadly  apparent,  are  but  too  anxious  to  grasp  at  any  pretext  for  resorting  to  deeds  ot  violence 
and  bloodshed.  Such  a proceeding,  however,  is  more  especially  10  be  deprecated  when 
the  charges  made  are  without  foundation  ; and  with  regard  to  the  one  I have  now  men- 
tioned, I have  seen  quite  enough  to  convince  me  that  such  is  the  case,  as  shall  appear  rom 
the  sequel.  I shall  now  give  you  a consecutive  statement  of  the  details.  _ . 

On  proceeding  to  Lahinch  this  morning,  I found  on  inquiry,  that  the  destitution  o ic 
people  far  exceeded  my  most  gloomy  anticipations  on  the  subject.  I was  informed,  ovv 
ever,  by  the  constabulary  stationed  there,  that  notwithstanding  their  great  distress,  e 
people  were  remarkbly  peaceable,  no  outrages  having  been  lately  committed,  save  ie 
carrying  away  of  a sheep  or  two  at  Liscannor.  One  poor  man  was  pointed  out  to  me  o 
the  streets,  of  the  name  of  Fitzgerald,  who  was  wasting  away  from  sheer  want,  aud  w> 
evidently  soon  drop  in  the  tomb.  I entered  into  conversation  with  him,  and  found  tna  j 
had  five  in  family,  and  that  up  till  a week  since,  lie  had  been  employed  on  the  put) . 
works.  While  employed,  he  had  received  at  the  rate  of  10  d.  per  day  ; but  in  his  error  ^ 
make  this  sum  support  his  family,  he  was  obliged  to  half  starve  himself;  he  ‘ou“  i, 
physical  strength  gradually  giving  way  from  want  of  sufficient  nourishment;  and  last  w 
he  became  so  weak  and  enfeebled,  that  he  was  unable  to  work,  and  when  I saw  him  ie  .A. 
just  sufficient  strength  to  enable  him  to  totter  about.  Nor  is  this  the  only  case  of  the  1 
in  the  village ; I was  informed  of  many  others ; in  fact,  the  public  works  are  not  able  o ' P 

from  starvation  even  the  persons  employed  on  them  ; and  what  then  must  be  the  con  ^ 
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of  those  poor  people  who  are  starving,  and  yet  have  received  no  employment  whatever.  I 
am  sorry  to  state,  however,  that  I have  such  cases  to  bring  forward. 

Proceeding  from  Lahinch  to  Miltown  Mai  bay,  the  crowd  of  people  employed  on  the  roads 
appeared  to  be  unusually  large,  and  among  them  were  a number  of  women  ; but  on  arriving 
at  this  town,  the  statements  which  reached  me  from  all  quarters  were  of  the  most  heart- 
rending description.  Indeed,  the  many  ghastly  countenances  and  faltering  steps  which  l 
witnessed  were  sufficient  evidence  that  famine  was  slowly  hut  surely  doing  its  work.  In 
passing  through  Kilmurry  Ibrickane,  I found  that  the  relief  committee  of  that  place  were 
then  assembled.  I then  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  meeting.  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
Sir  Burton  Macnamara,  and  there  was  a full  attendance  of  the  members.  Captain  Wynne, 
inspecting  officer,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  and  Mr.  Macbride,  the  local  engineer, 
were  also  present. 

It  appeared  from  the  statements  of  some  of  the  members  that  various  individuals  had  re- 
cently died  in  the  neighbourhood  from  actual  want,  and  that  many  more  were  rapidly  sink- 
ing to  the  grave.  The  committee  most  urgently  entreated  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  afford 
more  employment,  as  the  people  would  certainly  die  of  starvation  if  it  were  withheld.  It 
appeared  that  this  was  the  first  visit  of  the  inspecting  officer  to  this  committee,  as  he  had 
not  been  apprised  of  its  formation,  and  was  only  recently  informed  of  its  existence.  On 
making  an  inspection  of  its  lists,  however,  he  discovered  that  very  many  of  those  at  present 
employed  on  the  works  were  small  farmers  who  had  stock,  while  a great  number  of  totally 
destitute  poor  around  this  neighbourhood  were  left  unemployed. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  that  such  a course  of  procedure  was  quite  at  variance  with  the 
orders  of  Government,  and  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  committee  what  were  the  instructions 
from  Government  on  the  subject;  he  said  their  object  was  not  to  keep  those  who  now  pos- 
sessed stock  or  provisions  from  coming  to  absolute  want,  but  to  save  those  who  were 
already  in  absolute  want  from  starvation.  Several  members  of  the  committee  remonstrated 
against  the  exclusion  of  poor  people  from  the  works  because  they  held  a few  acres  of  land 
and  had  a horse  or  cow  ; but  Captain  Wynne  stated  that  the  poor  people  who  had  nothing 
but  their  spade  and  shovel  had  a prior  claim,  and  should  be  first  employed.  He  also  com- 
plained of  tlie  conduct  of  various  relief  committees,  in  returning  in  their  list  the  names  of 
persons  whom  they  knew  he  could  not  employ,  according  to  the  instructions  which  he  had 
received ; and  thus  the  committees  endeavoured  to  cast  all  the  blame  of  not  employing  the 
people  upon  him,  although  he  had  instructed  them  not  to  employ  those  who  had  stock  or 
provisions,  or  return  a third  person  from  any  family,  as  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  employ  him, 
so  long  as  so  many  cases  of  greater  distress  were  daily  coming  before  him.  In  making 
these  remarks,  however,  Captain  Wynne  did  not  appear  to  allude  particularly  to  the  Kil- 
raurry  committee,  because  be  had  not  an  opportunity  previously  of  giving  them  instructions 
on  the  subject;  but  that  such  had  been  the  conduct  of  other  committees  I have  every  reason 
to  believe.  In  truth,  I might  have  spent  some  days  around  Lahinch,  if  I had  taken  time  to 
examiue  the  various  cases  which  I have  heard  of  persons  possessing  means  being  employed 
on  the  works  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  relief 
committees  have  failed  to  perform  their  duties  with  that  impartiality  and  circumspection 
which  they  ought  to  have  shown ; but  I am  sorry  to  think  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for 
any  public  officer  to  remedy  all  those  abuses,  and  for  this  simple  reason  : when  I inquired 
of  some  of  those  complainants  why  they  did  not  prove  to  the  committee  and  inspecting 
officer  that  their  neighbours  who  were  employed  in  preference  to  them  had  other  means  of 
subsistence,  their  answer  was,  they  dare  not  do  it ; they  were  afraid.  And  from  what  I 
have  seen  of  the  state  of  the  people,  I am  firmly  convinced  that  the  charge  preferred  in 
Ennistimon  against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  cannot  be  properly  applied  to  them, 
though  it  may  perhaps  be  strictly  applied  to  the  relief  committees.  But  to  return  to  Kil- 
miu-ry.  Sir  Burton  Macnamara  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the  enlightened  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works  for  the  information  which  they” had  given  to  the  committee  ; and  stated  if 
they  bad  hitherto  in  any  particular  deviated  from  the  Government  instructions,  it  was  because 
they  were  not  fully  informed  concerning  them  ; but  now  that  they  knew  them,  he  believed 
they  had  no  other  alternative  but  to  act  upon  them.  A member  of  the  committee  replied, 
that  if  the  Government  had  come  to  the  determination  to  permit  the  small  tenant  farmers  to 
be  ruined,  by  not  allowing  them  on  the  public  works,  it  would  be  better  for  the  relief  com- 
mittees at  once  to  resign  the  very  serious  and  responsible  office  which  they  held.  Sir  Burtun 
Macnamara,  however,  look  a different  view,  and  thought  they  “ should  stick  to  the  ship  to 
the  last.”  It  was  ultimately  arranged  that  the  committee  should  completely  revise  their 
lists,  excluding  all  those  who  possessed  stock  and  provisions,  to  make  room  for  the  poor 
persons  who  were  already  in  a state  of  exhaustion  from  want  of  food ; and  Mr.  Gamble  and 
Captain  Wynne  agreed  to  select  200  or  300  names  additional  for  employment. 

After  the  committee  separated,  a crowd  of  poor  people  gathered  round  Captain  Wynne, 
many  of  whom  gave  deplorable  details  of  their  privations ; and  it  was  quite  clear  from  their 
appearance,  that  they  could  not  have  had  sufficient  to  eat  for  many  weeks  past.  One  poor 
"“Oman  especially,  who  was  just  in  the  prime  of  life,  exhibited  a countenance  which  might 
melt  a heart  of  stone.  Captain  Wynne  inquired  if  she  was  unwell,  but  she  said  not;  and 
on  his  appearing-  surprised  at  this,  she  replied,  “ No,  your  honour,  its  the  want  that  makes 
me  as  I am.”  'He  handed  her  some  relief,  but  the  poor  woman  seemed  to  be  on  the  verge 
of  the  grave.  There  were  many  others  also,  whose  countenances  gave  strong  indications  ot 
their  scanty  fare ; many  of  these  Captain  Wynne  ordered  on  the  list,  and  he  was  saluted  on 
all  sides  by  a “ shower  of  blessings.” 

1 here  were  a few  individuals  who  came  forward  to  complain  of  others  in  better  circum- 
stances being  employed  before  them,  but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Molony  at  once  stopped  their  mouths 
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by  telling  them  that,  whenever  they  would  come  forward  and  show  any  such  individual  on 
the  works,  he  would  have  him  struck  off,  and  the  complainant  put  in  his  place;  the  men 
however,  said  they  would  be  regarded  as  spies,  and  refused  to  do  so.  It  was  clear  enough 
that  such  was  the  case,  if  the  parties  could  have  been  found  out ; and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Molonv 
stated  that,  since  he  became  connected  with  the  committee,  he  had  made  it  an  invariable 
rule  to  have  the  names  of  all  such  persons  struck  off’,  wherever  he  met  with  them.  On 
the  first  week  of  his  being  a member  he  caused  50  names  to  be  struck  off  the  list. 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  10  January. 

Kilrush  Relief  Committee. 

[From  our  Special  Reporter.] 

Kilrush,  Thursday,  14  January. 

I attended  a meeting  of  this  committee  to-day.  Colonel  Vandeleur,  the  chairman,  was 
present,  and  a full  attendance  of  the  members ; and  also  Captain  Wynne,  Mr.  Gamble,  and 
Mr.  Smith. 

It  appeared  from  some  statements  made  by  the  chairman  and  one  or  two  of  the  members, 
that  there  had  been  gross  abuses  existing  among  them  formerly,  but  by  exercising  unusual 
care  and  attention,  they  had  latterly  got  nearly  all  those  abuses  removed.  It  was  thought 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  employment  on  a much  more  extensive  scale  than  at 
present;  and  at  the  same' time,  the  committee  regretted  that  agricultural  labour  ctfuld  not  * 
be  adopted  by  them,  as  that  was  of  the  utmost  importance  at  the  present  time. 

It  is  quite  clear,  indeed,  that  some  decisive  step  must  be  speedily  taken  to  have  the  land 
tilled,  as  it  is  almost  neglected.  In  all  my  travelling  through  the  country,  I have  yet  only 
observed  one  plough  at  work.  And  it  is  uot  a matter  of  surprise  that  the  relief  committee 
should  be  anxiously  concerned  on  this  account. 

Captain  "Wynne,  whose  visit  to  the  committee  appeared  to  afford  great  pleasure  to  all  the 
members,  said  that  the  reason  why  he  had  not  visited  the  Kilrush  committee  more  frequently 
than  he  did  was,  that  from  the  mode  in  which  its  chairman  and  members  had  conducted 
the  business,  his  presence  was  rarely,  if  ever,  required.  He  would  be  happy  if  other  com- 
mittees would  follow  their  example.  He  had,  however,  heard  of  alleged  misconduct  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  check  clerks;  and  as  it  was  his  determination  to  visit  all  neglect  of 
duty,  or  other  misconduct  on  their  part,  with  instant  dismissal,  he  would  feel  obliged  if 
the  committee  would  name  the  earliest  day  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  as  Mr.  Gamble  and 
he  were  most  anxious  to  establish  honesty  and  discipline  on  the  public  works. 

The  committee  wex-e  occupied  for  a length  of  time  in  desultory  conversation,  relative  to 
the  revising  of  their  lists  and  getting  additional  labourers  employed,  as  the  destitution  among 
the  people  was  most  appalling,  the  price  of  oatmeal  being  3s.  6d.  per  stone;  and  great 
numbers  who  had  not  yet  been  put  on  the  works  were  unable  to  support  themselves,  and  in 
all  probability  much  more  needy  than  some  who  were  already  employed. 

At  a subsequent  part  of  the  proceedings,  Captain  Wynne  mentioned  to  the  committee  a 
plan  and  details,  which  met  with  the  fullest  approval  of  every  gentleman  present,  and 
was  considered  of  the  greatest  importance  as  guarding  the  people,  as  far  as  their  present 
system  could  admit,  against  starvation  at  present,  and  promoting  agricultural  operations,  on 
which  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country  depended.  The  plan  proposed,  as  far  as  I could 
collect,  is  this  : to  pay  the  labourers  on  the  public  works  in  food  instead  of  cash,  to  reduce 
the  wages  of  the  men  25  per  cent.,  and  to  establish  depots  in  which  the  price  of  food  would 
be  reduced  in  the  same  proportion,  from  which  depots  all  the  labourers  employed  on  the 
public  works  would  be  supplied ; and  by  this  means  they  would  suffer  no  loss  from  the 
reduction  of  their  wages,  while  it  would  make  the  rate  of  wages  now  offered  by  farmers, 
and  refused  by  the  labourers,  so  much  higher  than  the  rate  on  the  public  works,  as  wou 
induce  the  labourers  to  willingly  accept  of  the  farmers’  terms ; and  as  an  encouragemen 
for  them  so  to  do,  all  labourers  engaged  in  agricultural  work  would  be  furnished  with  ticke  ^ 
to  obtain  meal  from  the  depot  at  the  reduced  price,  which  would  of  course  render  the  agri- 
cultural labourer  much  better  paid  than  the  person  who  would  be  engaged  on  the  pub ' 1 
works.  The  plan  proposed  would  also  possess  another  advantage  in  clearing  the  pub  1 
works  of  many  whose  avidity  for  cash  induces  them  to  remain  on  the  works,  although ' 110  ’ 
absolute  want,  and  who  would  not  remain  if  they  were  paid  in  food  only ; and  by  tm 
means  a much  stricter  and  more  effectual  relief  would  be  granted. 

Many  other  strong  reasons  were  urged,  and  among  the  rest  was  one  by  the  ttev.  • 
Kenny,  p.'p.,  who  stated  that  it  might  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  labourers  ro 
spending  so  much  of  their  wages  on  tobacco  and  other  unnecessary  articles.  He  state 
he  knew  seven  pounds  weight  of  tobacco  to  be  used  in  one  day  by  the  men  engaged  on 
of  the  works.  ^ 

The  chairman  mentioned  some  instances  in  which  the  sons  of  small  farmers  went  to 
on  the  roads  for  the  sake  of  getting  money  to  buy  themselves  clothes.  If  payment  in  0 
were  adopted,  of  course  abuses  of  that  kind  would  not  occur. ' . 

The  committee  then  unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolution  to  the  Governmen  • 

“ Resolved,  That  the  plan  and  details  submitted  to  the  meeting  by  Captam  Wynne  t 
suggested  by  that  officer  to  the  Board  of  Works)  relative  to  the  substitution  of  the  pay^^ 
of  the  men  employed  on  the  public  works  in  food  instead  of  cash,  meet  the  fullest  app  ^ 
of  the  committee.  The  committee  is  induced  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the  adop 
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this  measure,  from  the  fullest  conviction  that  it  would  be  productive  of  most  beneficial 
effects;  that  it  would  prevent  the  application  for  employment  on  the  public  works  of  per- 
sons not  really  destitute;  that  it  would  effect  a more  steady,  effectual,  ancl  economical  relief, 
and  induce  a more  extensive  engagement  in  agricultural  and  other  private  labour. 

‘‘The  committee  is  further  induced  to  mge  the  necessity  of  its  adoption,  from  the  con- 
viction that,  private  enterprise  cannot  supply  the  necessary  quantum  of  food,  and  that  no 
amount  of  wages  or  employment  can  place  it  within  the  reach  of  the  people.” 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  18  January. 

Carrigaliolt  Relief  Committee. 

[From  our  Special  Reporter.] 

Kilkee,  Friday,  15  January. 

I have  just  returned  from  attending  a meeting  of  the  above  committee,  at  which  a most 
singular  investigation  took  place  before  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Sir.  Burton,  the  chairman  of  the  committee;  Rev.  Mr.  Martin,  Protestant  rector;  Rev. 
Mr.  Duggan,  p.p.,  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Foley,  and  some  other  members  of  the  committee,  were 
present  on  the  occasion. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  was  also  in  attendance,  together  with  Captain  Wynne,  inspecting 
officer, ’Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer,  and  Mr.  Smith,  engineer  for  the  district. 

Mr.  Burton  having  taken  the  chair,  Captain  Wynne  stated  that  he  had  received  from  that 
committee  some  time  since, a series  of  charges  against  the  Board  of  Works,  and  all 
connected  with  them.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  any  defence  of  the  Board ; 
the  gentlemen  who  compose  that  body  occupied  a position  as’  far  above  the  necessity 
of  his  feeble  advocacy,  as  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  attacks  of  their  reverend  assail- 
ants. It  is  sufficient  for  those  gentlemen  that  when  their  sources  are  known  they  are  appre- 
ciated ; and  that  in  well-informed  quarters  they  are  considered  the  most  efficient  Board  that 
ever  sat  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  But.  the  officers  of  the  Board  (continued  Captain  Wynne)  are 
not  so  situated  ; I therefore  requested,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  a letter  to  you,  that  the  charges 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  in  order  to  give  Mr.  Gamble  and  me  an  opportunity  of  correct- 
ing any  abuses  that  might  exist.  I received  no  reply ; I therefore  concluded  the  com- 
plaints were  without  foundation.  Did  I come  to  a right  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  1 

Chairman.  Certainly. 

Captain  Wynne  then  stated  that  he  had  come  to-day  to  investigate  into  the  conduct  of 
the  subalterns  under  Mr.  Gamble  and  him;  that  it  had  been  represented  to  them  that  the 
stewards  and  check  clerks  had  coerced  the  labourers  to  pay  certain  sums  of  money  to  the 
account  of  Father  Duggan. 

It  appeared  that  the  original  charge  preferred  was  to  the  effect  that  the  stewards  and 
check  clerks  had  used  their  influence  with  the  labourers  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  a sum 
of  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  late  deputation  from  Carrigaliolt  to  Dublin.  It 
transpired,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  investigation,  that  this  was  not  the  object  for  which 
the  money  was  collected,  but  as  a Christmas  ottering  to  Father  Duggan. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Duggan  was  extremely  anxious  to  exonerate  the  check  clerk  and  stewards 
from  all  blame  in  the  matter,  and  stated,  as  explanation,  that  he  collected  his  dues  in  a 
different  manner  from  any  other  priest  in  Munster  ; that  he  had  persons  appointed  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  collecting  on  his  account  from  the  people ; that  the  persons  who  had  been 
his  collectors  for  the  last  14  years  were  now  employed  on  the  works;  and  that  he  had 
merely  obtained  the  same  persons  this  year  to  collect  for  him. 

The  party  accused  were  then  called  forward,  and  sworn  by  Colonel  Vandeleur.  It  would 
be  too  lengthened,  and  indeed  quite  unnecessary,  to  give  the  examination  of  those  persons  in 
detail.  It  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  it  was  clearly  proved  that  they  had  been  engaged  in 
collecting  the  priest’s  dues  from  the  labourers  upon  the  works,  although  it  required  a great 
deal  of  sifting  and  close  questioning  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Vandeleur  and  the  officers  of  the 
Board  before  they  could  come  at  the  truth. 

Mr.  Shannon,  the  check  clerk,  was  examined  first,  who  stated  that  he  had  not  himself 
collected  any  money  for  the  priest,  but  had  expressed  his  wish  that  the  stewards  should  do 
so  ; and  he  (Shannon)  had  received  money  to  the  amount  of  something  between  20  /.  and 
30 1.  from  those  stewards  and  others  who  had  collected  it,  in  order  that  he  might  give  it  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Duggan. 

The  stewards  were  afterwards  examined,  and  after  a great  deal  of  cross-questioning,  they 
admitted  that  they  had  interested  themselves  in  collecting  those  dues.  One  of  them,  how- 
ever, varied  so  much  in  his  statements  that  it  was  impossible  to  mind  anything  he  said.  In 
answer  to  one  of  the  queries  put  to  him  by  Colonel  Vandeleur,  he  replied,  “I  beg  your 
pardon,  Colonel  Vandeleur,  for  speaking  the  truth!”  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duggan  excused 
him  by  saying  that  the  man  was  an  honest  Protestant,  but  was  now  bothered  by  the  Board 
of  Works. 

A young  lad  of  the  name  of  Cox,  who  is  employed  on  the  works,  stated  that  he  had  paid 
6 d.  to  his  steward,  Mr.  Macahy,  which  had  been  returned  to  him  again  last  week,  in  conse- 
quence of  a report  having  gone  abroad  that  it  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  of 
'V  orks  that  they  were  collecting  money  for  Father  Duggan.  Cox  said  that  it  had  been 
against  his  will  he  gave  the  0 d-,  as  he  was  in  want  himself,  but  his  ganger,  a man  of  the 
name  of  Connell,  who  had  been  for  a number  of  years  one  of  Priest  Duggan’s  collectors,  told 
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him  that  if  he  did  not  pay  it  he  would  not  allow  him  on  the  work  ; and  he  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  give  id.  more  to  make  up  30 d.,  which  was  the  sum  in  general  given  by  the  men 
on  the  works,  being  the  amount,  of  a day’s  pay. 

It  appeared  on  inquiry  that  some  of  the  stewards  had  kept,  what  money  they  had  collected 
for  the  purpose  of  returning  it ; and  others  of  them  had  already  returned  it,  when  they 
learned  that  the  circumstances  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Works.  It  was 
also  shown  by  the  evidence  that  it  was  immediately  after  the  men  had  received  their  payment 
that  thev  were  asked  for  the  offering ; and  the  stewards  had  an  opportunity  of  soliciting 
them  for  it  then,  because  it  so  happened  that  Captain  Fitzgerald,  the  pay  clerk  of  the  district*, 
frequently  save  the  money  to  the  stewards  for  paying  the  gangs.  The  steward  stated  that 
he  had  often  thus  paid  the  men  for  Captain  Fitzgerald,  and  would  in  some  cases  check  off 
the  lists  as  paid,  though  lie  had  not  paid  some  of  the  men  whose  names  were  on  the  lists  at 
the  time,  but  kept  their  money  until  he  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  it  to  them  ; he  also 
stated  that  by  order  of  Captain  Fitzgerald  it  was  not  considered  necessary  for  the  men  to 
put  their  hands  to  the  pen  when  they  were  marked  off  as  paid. 

Mr.  Gamble  stated,  that  such  being  the  manner  in  which  those  lists  were  checked, 
they  were  totally  useless  as  vouchers  for  payment  of  money. 

It  was  found  out,  almost  at  the  close  of  the  investigation,  that  so  far  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Duggan  leaving  it  to  those  who  had  in  former  years  been  his  collectors  to  gather  this 
offering,  he  had  furnished  sheets  to  each  of  the  stewards  in  his  own  handwriting,  in  which  to 
mark  clown  the  names  of  those  from  whom  they  should  receive  any  money  for  him. 

The  officers  of  the  Board  regarded  it  us  clearly  established  that  those  stewards  and 
gangers  had  made  use  of  the  influence  which  their  position  over  the  men  gave  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them  to  subscribe  this  morning,  and  the  inspecting  officer 
observed  that  it  now  remained  with  Mr.  Gamble  to  award  that  degree  of  punishment  he 
should  consider  requisite. 

After  those  charges  had  been  thus  clearly  investigated  and  proved,  Captain  Wynne  said 
that  he  had  now  a complaint  to  bring  against  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  Mr.  O’Malley. 
It  appeared  that  Mr.  O’Malley  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  up  lists  of  persons  to  be  employed, 
t,o  Captain  Wynne’s  office,  on  common  sheets  of  paper,  and  even  written  on  the  backs  of 
letters,  instead  of  filling  up  the  printed  sheets  furnished  to  him  by  Captain  Wynne ; and 
. when  he  was  written  to  by  that  officer  on  the  subject,  he  returned  him  a very  pert  reply. 
Captain  Wynne  had,  therefore,  brought  the  matter  before  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  that  he 
might  appoint  a competent  person  to  act  as  secretary  to  that  committee. 

Several  members  of  the  committee  stated,  that  Mr.  O’  VI  alley  had  never  produced  to  the 
committee  any  letters  which  had  been  written  to  him  by  Captain  Wynne ; and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Martin  said  that  he  had  often  felt  annoyed  at  perceiving  Mr.  O’Malley  take  upon  himself 
the  whole  conducting  of  the  committee.  It  was  also  suspected  by  several  members  of  the 
committee  that  the  lists  had  in  many  cases  been  altered,  after  they  had  been  approved  of  by 
the  committee,  before  they  were  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne’s  office.  But  of  those 
gross  abuses,  perhaps  the  most  glaring  of  all  is  contained  in  the  fact  that  a very  violent  com- 
plaint against  the  Board  of  Works,  forwarded  to  the  Government,  and  purporting  to  proceed 
from  this  committee,  happened  to  be  a forgery  ! Mr.  Burton,  the  chairman,  knew  nothing 
of  the  document ; in  fact,  it  appeared  that  the  resolutions  which  had  really  been  adopted  by 
the  committee  were  not  forwarded  to  Government  at  all,  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duggan,  on  second 
thoughts,  considered  it  more  advisable  not  to  send  them,  and  had  locked  them  up  in  his 
desk,  where  they  still  lay.  By  whom,  or  by  what  means,  therefore,  the  document  which 
Government  received  was  sent  thither,  remains  a riddle  unsolved.  And,  by  the  way,  from 
what  I could  learn  of  its  contents,  it  must  be  a precious  document,  and  I am  only  sorry  that 
there  was  no  copy  of  it  forthcoming  at  the  meeting,  or  I should  forward  it  for  publication. 

With  all  these  circumstances  before  them,  the  officers  of  the  Board  thought  it  would  be 
most  advisable  to  concentrate  this  committee  with  the  one  at  Kilk.ee ; a change  which  seemed 
to  meet  the  full  approval  of  Mr.  Burton  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martin.  1 , 

It  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  merit,  did  l not  notice  the  trouble  which  Colonel  Vande- 
leur  took  to  have  these  gross  abuses  exposed,  and  the  essential  aid  he  afforded  in  this  respect 
to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works.  Indeed,  this  gentleman  has  been  most  indefatigable 
in  his  endeavours  to  have  all  abuses  rectified  in  the  various  committees  around  Kilrush. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  black  picture  which  was  drawn  by  the  late  deputation  irom 
this  district  to  Dublin,  relative  to  the  destitution  of  the  people,  i expected  to  witness  most 
appalling  sights.  1 was  glad  to  perceive,  however,  that  the  distress  of  the  people  here  is  no 
greater  than  in  many  other  localities  of  the  countv;  though  Heaven  knows  it  is  grea 
enough.  I witnessed  much  greater  destitution  in  the  parish  of  Kilmurry.  There  a so 
appears  to  be  more  agricultural  labour  performed  in  this  than  in  any  other  part  of  tre,1^0.ua" 
try  through  which  1 have  passed.  With  regard  to  the  price  of  food,  however,  I find  tha  m 
Kilkee  oatmeal  is  at  present  4 d.  per  stone  above  what  it  is  in  Kilrush,  as  it  sells  here  a 
3s.  10  d. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  21  January. 

Kilkee  Relief  Committee. 

[From  our  Special  Reporter.] 

A meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for  the  parish  of  Killard  was  held  in  Kilrush  on 
Saturday  last,  Captain  Studdert  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  corre^ou“ 
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various  gross  abuses  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  giving  employment  on  the  public  works  in 
that  parish. 

This  meeting  w as  composed  of  members  of  both  the  Kilrush  and  Kilkee  committees  ; and 
Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  Mr.  Gamble,  head  engineer, 
and  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  O’Hara,  local  engineers,  were  present  on  the  occasion.  ° ’ 

Colonel  Vandeleur  stated,  that,  in  the  parish  of  Killard,  Priest  Comyn  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  issue  a great  number  of  tickets,  which  he  had  no  right  to  do.  Mr.  Smith,  the 
engineer,  at  first  refused  to  take  those  tickets,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  works  he 
refused  also  to  take  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kenny’s  tickets,  and  came  to  him  (Colonel  Vandeleur) 
and  told  him  so  ; he  then,  as  chairman,  examined  those  tickets  which  had  been  issued  bv 
Mr.  Kenny,  and  found  them  all  correct.  But  in  Killard,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comyn  had  issued  a 
number  of  tickets  without  having  any  authority  for  doing  so. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain  what  number  of  tickets  had  been 
issued  by  the  Rev.  Michael  Comyn,  as  a number  of  tickets  had  also  been  issued  by  Mr. 
Trousdell,  who  was  deputed  by  the  Kilrush  committee  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
for  the  parish  of  Killard. 

Mr.  Gamble  thought  it  would  be  well  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  how  many  tickets  were 
altogether  issued  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  considered  there  would  he  some  difficulty  in  making  an  accurate  calculation, 
unless  there  were  some  particular  time  specified,  and  especially  as  the  tickets  issued  bv  Mr. 
Trousdell  were  in  a measure  sanctioned  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Stackpoole  remarked,  that  last  year  it  had  been  the  habit  for  each  member  of  com- 
mittee to  issue  tickets  on  their  individual  responsibility  ; he  had  done  so  himself  last  year  ; 
and  in  fact  every  member  of  committee  used  the  privilege  ; since  the  new  works  commenced, 
however,  he  had  given  no  ticket  to  any  person. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  said  that  they  could  calculate  from  a particular  date ; and  that,  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Trousdell,  lie  had  taken  a great  deal  of  trouble  in  revising  those  lists,  and 
he  was  the  only  person  who  had  been  recognised  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kenny  stated  that  up  to  a certain  period  tickets  had  been  used  on  the  responsi- 
bility of  individual  members.  Many  of  the  tickets  upon  which  the  people  were  now  em- 
ployed, were  those  which  had  been  issued  by  the  members  last  year,  in  some  cases  with  the 
dates  altered,  but  in  most  cases  with  the  dates  torn  away  altogether.  Mr.  Kenny  said  that 
when  he  understood  that  an  objection  had  been  made  to  the  tickets  issued  by  him,  he  had 
neverissued  one  afterwards. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  no  ticket  should  have  been  received  but  such  as  had  beeu  signed 
by  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Gamble  remarked  that  when  Mr.  Smith  had  got  in  the  pay  sheets  with  1,800  names 
or  upwards,  he  should  have  ascertained  wliat  number  of  them  had  been  recommended  by 
the  committee. 

Captain  Studderthere  remarked  that  he  thought  a great  deal  of  time  was  being  wasted 
unnecessarily. 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  that  it  was  found  by  the  late  returns  that  1,897  persons  were  employed 
in  certain  works  in  the  parish  of  Killard.  Captain  Wynne  and  he  had  a right  to  inquire  by 
what  authority  such  a number  had  been  placed  on  the  works. 

Captain  Wynne  suggested  that  the  cases  brought  forward  by  Colonel  Vandeleur  should  be 
taken  up  at  once  by  the  committee. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  said  that  Captain  Studdert  and  he  had  gone  out  to  the  Knocknagore 
road,  and  had  inquired  of  Maurice  Casey,  the  steward,  by  what  authority  he  had  employed 
all  those  men,  but  could  not  receive  satisfactory  information  from  him. 

Sir.  Chambers  said  that  recommendations  had  been  given  by  members  of  the  committee, 
verbally  as  well  as  written. 

Mr.  Gamble  observed  that  the  committee  had  acted  out  of  order  in  the  first  place  by  dele- 
gating to  Mr.  Trousdell  that  power  which  should  only  have  been  exercised  by  the  com- 
mittee as  a body. 

In  reply  to  observations  made  by  some  members  of  the  committee,  to  the  effect  that  some 
of  the  committee  and  the  stewards  might  have  been  ignorant  of  the  proper  regulations  in 
acting  as  they  did, 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  immediately  on  his  coming  to  the  district,  he  issued  a cir- 
cular stating,  that  no  person  should  be  employed  on  the  works  but  those  contained  in  the 
lists  furnished  by  the  committee  and  signed  by  the  chairman.  Therefore  every  member  of 
committee,  and  every  officer  under  the  Board,  ought  to  have  been  aware  of  it.  He  (Captain 
Wynne)  had  no  authority  over  the  members  of  the  committee  ; they  were  a totally  irrespon- 
sible body,  but  he  had  authority  over  the  stewards,  at  least  Mr.  Gamble  bad  ; and  he  was 
" ell  aware  that  Mr.  Gamble  always  discharged  his  duty  as  a public  officer  most  faithfully, 
and  without  showing  the  slightest  partiality  to  any  man. 

A conversation  then  took  place  between  the  officers  and  some  members  of  the  committee, 
to  the  effect  that  perhaps  the  number  of  labourers  complained  of  were  not  employed  at  pre- 
sent, when 

Air.  Gamble  said  that  this  was  the  last  return  which  he  had  received  from  Lieutenant 
Franklin’s  office  in  Ennis ; therefore  he  was  entitled  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
number  contained  in  it  were  employed. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  it  could  not  be  far  wrong,  as  he  himself  could  give  a return  of  1,700; 
he  could  not  account,  however,  for  even  that  number,  as  some  of  the  stewards  might  have 
employed  numbers  of  the  men  on  tbe  recommendation  of  individual  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  he  knew  nothing.  _ , 
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Colonel  Vandeleur  remarked  that  he  met  with  one  case  011  the  works  where  three  sons  out 
of  one  family  had  been  employed  ; lie  found  two  of  them  working,  aiid  he  asked  the  third  if 
he  were  employed  ; lie  said  he  had  been  ; and  when  asked  why  not  now  ? he  said,  “ Oh,  I do 
not  expect  to  be  paid and  from  the  answers  given  by  this  individual,  it  was  quite  evident 
that  a combination  existed  between  the  steward  Casey  and  this  family  ; for  the  third  person 
would  have  continued  at  work,  and  have  been  paid  also,  had  he  (Colonel  Vandeleur)  not 
went  out  to  the  works  to  make  inquiry ; and  this  person  then  chose  to  forfeit  his  claim  to 
payment,  in  order  to  screen  the  steward. 

Captain  Studdert  stated  that  he  believed  such  was  the  case,  for  after  they  went  out  to  the 
works  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  those  abuses,  he  heard  that  about  100  persons  had  been 
discharged  on  the  following  days. 

Captain  Wynne  remarked  that  it  argued  very  gross  neglect  to  permit  the  people  to  be 
employed  in  such  a manner.  , . 

Colonel  Vandeleur  stated  that  he  found  on  some  of  the  works  the  people  were  breaking 
stones  clay  and  night ; of  course  they  were  not  to  be  blamed  for  striving  to  earn  as  much  as 
possible ; but  he  merely  mentioned  the  circumstance  that  they  took  the  stones  into  their 
cabins  at  night,  and  continued  breaking  them. 

It  was  then  a°reed  to  call  in  Casey,  the  steward,  who  happened  to  be  in  attendance,  to 
find  out  from  him,  if  possible,  who  had  given  him  directions  to  employ  those  people.  Casey 
was  formerly  a steward  on  this  line  of  road,  but  had  been  dismissed,  in  consequence  of  his 
conduct  in  this  affair.  He  was  in  attendance,  anxious  to  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  j usti- 
fying  his  conduct;  but  it  was  quite  clear  that  his  conduct  in  the  matter  was  most  unjusti- 

It  appeai-ed  that  he  had  been  for  24  years  employed  under  the  Board  of  Works,  and  per- 
haps it  was  this  long  service  that  led  him  to  believe  that  he  knew  the  business  of  the  Board 
of  Works  and  of  the  committee  better  than  they  did  themselves;  for  when  asked  by  Captain 
Wynne  why  he  had  taken  upon  himself  to  employ  men  in  a manner  quite  contrary  to  the 
instructions  he  had  received,  he  replied  that  he  hacl  done  so  because  he  did  not  consider  they 
had  perfectly  arranged  their  system. 

Some  of  the  tickets  which  were  produced  were  signed  by  Mr.  Stackpoole,  but  were  without 
a date,  which  had  evidently  been  torn  off,  and  Mr.  Stackpoole  said  he  had  not  issued  a single 
ticket  to  Casey  for  employment  since  last  September. 

A member  of  the  committee  stated  that  he  had  himself  spoken  to  Casey  relative  to  his 
havincf  three  persons  out  of  one  family  employed,  and  also  a horse ; and  though  the  family 
of  whose  employment  he  complained  were  tenants  of  his  own,  he  had  told  Casey  of  the  im- 
propriety of  employing  them. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  stated  tliat  in  another  instance  he  had  found  four  persons  employed  out 
of  a family  of  five  ; the  only  one  omitted  was  an  old  woman. 

Mr.  Stackpoole  inquired  how  individuals  from  another  parish  came  to  be  employed,  one  of 
whom  he  was  sure  could  command  300 Z.  in  cash. 


Casey,  the  steward,  said  that  Mr.  Stackpoole  himself  had  given  tickets. 

M r.  Stackpoole  again  denied  having  issued  any  tickets  since  the  new  works  commenced, 
and  he  was  willing  to  take  his  oath  to  that  effect. 

Casey  (producing  an  old  ticket  without  a date).  Is  not  that  your  handwriting  1 

Mr.  Stackpoole.  To  be  sure  it  is. 

Casey.  Very  well;  is  not  that  sufficient  proof  that  you  did  ? 

Mr.  Gamble  suggested  that  Casey  should  be  sworn. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  said,  that  they  would  just  get  as  much  truth  out  of  him  one  way  as  the 
other;  he  (Casey)  could  now  assert  that  such  and  such  persons  had  given  the  recommenda- 
tions, but  when  Captain  Studdert  and  he  (Colonel  Vandeleur)  were  present  on  the  works, 
and  asked  him  the  same  question,  he  could  not  tell,  because  they  had  then  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  the  truth  of  what  he  might  say,  from  the  labourers  themselves;  in  fact,  lie 
(Colonel  Vandeleur)  would  not  place  the  slightest  reliance  on  anything  which  Casey  said. 

It  appeared,  from  comparing  the  number  of  persons  employed  on  a particular  work  with 
the  number  returned  for  employment  in  the  list  of  the  committee,  that  about  double  the 
number  contained  in  the  proper  list  were  at  work.  Mr.  Trousdell,  of  course,  was  supposed 
by  the  committee  to  have  issued  a great  many  of  the  surplus  number;  but  he  was  not 
present  on  the  occasion,  being  absent  from  home. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  observed  that  Mr.  Trousdell  had  been  frequently  called  on  by  the 
committee,  relative  to  the  persons  he  recommended,  but  in  such,  cases  when  any  one  he  11a 
recommended  was  objected  to,  be  invariably  referred  to  the  lists  in  the  books  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  admitted,  however,  that  they  were  in  error,  iu  having  Mr.  Trousdell  act  as 
he  did.  ,, 

Captain  Wynne  observed  that,  by  the  sanction  which  the  committee  gave  to  Mr. 
Trousdell’s  proceedings,  they  gave  room  for  other  members  of  committee  to  practise  t ie 
abuses  complained  of;  and  be  considered  that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  had  eveiy 
reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  various  relief  committees  iu  this  respect.  It  was 
surely  enough  for  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  be  obliged  to  manage  large  crowds  of  un™  ) 
and  disorderly  people  on  the  works,  without  being  continually  thwarted  in  their  efforts  to  a 
minister  an  impartial  system  of  relief,  by  individual  members  in  the  various  relief  cornim  ee» 
through  the  country. 

Mr.  O’Hara,  assistant  engineer,  said  that  he  had  endeavoured,  after  being  appointedrto 
the  district,  to  correct  those  abuses  which  came  to  his  knowledge,  and  had  procure 
steward’s  book  to  examine  it  for  that  purpose.  ^ lonel 
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Colonel  Vandeleur  said  that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  effort  being  made  to  correct  the 
evils  until  Captain  Studdert  and  he  went  out  to  die  works. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  Mr.  O’Hara  should  either  have  at  once  dismissed  the  men  who 
were  employed  without  authority,  or  brought  the  matter  directly  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  O’Hara  said  that  he  was  under  the  impression  that  the  committee  might  have  been 
engaged  at  the  time  correcting  these  evils ; especially  as  these  abuses  were  known  to  various 
members  of  the  committee. 

Colonel  Vandeleur  said  that  it  was  a fact  that  nothing  had  been  done  in  the  matter  until 
Captain  Studdert  and  he  visited  the  works,  and  made  the  discovery,  and  immediatelv  there 
were  about  100  dismissed  from  the  works.  He  would  not  have  thought  so  bad  of  it'  if  the 
people  who  were  employed  had  been  the  most  destitute,  but  such  was5  not  by  any  means  the 
case. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  Mr.  O’Hara  should  have  acted  otherwise  than  he  did.  The 
duty  of  a zealous  officer  was,  on  discovering  such  irregularities,  to  have  the  matter  at  once 
brought  before  the  committee. 

Captain  Studdert  mentioned  some  other  cases  where  persons  who  ought  not  to  have  been 
on  the  works  were  employed,  to  the  omission  of  the  more  destitute.  It  was  generally 
admitted  that  a number  of  those  employed  were  in  comparatively  comfortable  circum- 
stances ; and 

Colonel  Vandeleur  stated  that  great  praise  was  due  to  Mr.  Stackpoole  and  Mr.  Mahony 
for  having  first  directed  their  attention  to  the  matter,  and  for  their  so  willingly  takino-  upon 
themselves  all  the  odium  connected  with  the  exposure  of  those  abuses.  ° 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  would  not  return  a single  individual  for  employment  in  that 
district  until  the  lists  were  thoroughly  revised. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  the  committee  should  scrutinize  all  the  lists,  and  revise  them 
carefully,  and  with  them  furnish  to  Captain  Wynne  all  necessary  information  relative  to  the 
number  in  family,  and  amount  of  land,  stock,  and  provision  possessed  by  the  claimants  for 
employment,  from  which  new  lists  of  the  persons  to  be  employed  should  be  made  out  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards. 
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Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  21  January. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Clare  Journal. 

“Hear  Sir,  Molier,  1G  January  1847. 

“ It  pains  me  exceedingly  to  have  to  complain  of  your  report  of  the  Ennistimon  extraor- 
dinary sessions.  I cannot  think  what  motive  the  gentleman  from  your  office  could  have  had 
for  misrepresenting  me  as  he  has  done ; and  more,  again  (presuming  him  to  he  the  special 
correspondent  from  Miltown  Malbay)  when  he,  by  inference,  attempts  to  connect  me  with  the 
threatening  letter  delivered  to  Captain  Wynne.  I shall  refrain  from  commenting  on  this,  more 
than  to  observe  that  my  character  as  a magistrate  and  a resident  of  the  county  should  have 
protected  me  from  such  a base  imputation.  Among  other  facts  omitted  by  your  reporter, 
I stated  that  the  men  selected  by  Captain  Wynne  were  not  in  many  instances  the  most  des- 
titute of  those  returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  and  I said  had  he  attended  on  the  com- 
mittee as  his  predecessor  Captain  Baillie  had  done,  he  would  then  have  their  assistance ; and 
how  could  the  selection  he  otherwise  than  fallacious,  when  a gentleman  totally  unaided  by 
local  knowledge  takes  upon  himself  in  his  office  in  Ennis  to  select  from  a return,  containing 
over  500  names,  224  to  represent  the  most  destitute  for  work  at  Liscannor  district?  I repeat 
here  that  the  duty  of  a well-paid  functionary  was  to  have  attended  on  the  committee. 
I would  refer  you  to  your  cotemporary,  the  'Limerick  Reporter’  of  yesterday,  as  con- 
taining a more  correct  report  of  my  observations. 

“ I am,  &c. 

(signed)  “ John  Macnamara .” 

We  think  the  preceding  letter  scarcely  requires  a single  observation  on  our  part,  to  show 
how  utterly  uncalled-for  and  groundless  are  the  accusations  it  contains.  But  as  the  subject 
has  been  again  brought  before  the  public  in  this  letter,  we  feel  it  but  due  to  them  to  say 
something  more  explicit  than  we  have  yet  done  relative  to  the  extraordinary  manner 
and  matter  of  Mr.  Macnamara’s  address.  We  say  extraordinary,  because  we  are  fully 
aware  that  the  charges  which  were  brought  on  the  occasion  against  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Works,  are  totally  at  variance  with  the  entire  course  of  their  conduct  and  proceedings. 
W e say  this  confidently,  and  without  rendering  ourselves  liable  even  to  the  chance  of  suc- 
cessful contradiction ; because  we  have  taken  care  to  make  ourselves  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  entire  machinery  for  affording  relief  which  is  at  present  in  operation  in  this  county. 
W e have  done  so  that  we  might  clearly  ascertain  on  what  department  of  this  machinery  are 
justly  chargeable  the  numerous  gross  abuses  which  we  regret  to  say  have  taken  place  in  the 
administration  of  the  present  relief  system.  Need  we  state  the  conclusion  which  the  know- 
ledge we  have  acquired  has  thus  forced  upon  us  ? Is  it  not  sufficiently  evident  from  the 
reports  of  the  proceedings  at  the  various  relief  committees  which  have  appeared  in  this 
journal,  and  the  general  accuracy  of  which  we  are  fully  prepared  to  maintain?  In  fact,  our 
readers  need  go  no  further  than  our  columns  to-day  to  be  made  acquainted  with  some  of 
those  abuses.  We  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Kilkee  relief  committee.  And  we  would 
ast,  is  it  not  as  clear  as  the  sun  that  were  it  not  for  the  active  exertions  of  the  impartial 
o-iog.  503  officers 
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officers  which  the  Board  of  Works  have  placed  among  us,  such  glaring  instances  of  par- 
tiality and  injustice  would  continue  to  exist  as  could  not  fail  to  produce  a deep  blush  of 
shame  on  every  honest  face?  For  our  own  part,  we  must  say  that  we  are  totally  disin- 
terested in  this  matter;  our  only  object  being  to  see  justice  done  to  our  poor  suffering 
fellow-countrymen  around  us,  who  may  have  no  other  friend  save  that  God  “ who  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,”  to  take  up  their  cause.  It  pains  us  exceedingly  to  be  obliged  to 
expose  to  the  world  the  conduct  of  members  of  relief  committees,  from  whom  better  things 
should  be  expected,  in  thus  passing  by  the  very  poor  and  needy.  Yet  the  truth  must  be  tol'd, 
and  the  truth  is  incontrovertible.  But  our  space  at  present  requires  brevity.  We  shall 
therefore  confine  ourselves  to  Mr.  Macnamara’s  assertions,  and  dispose  of  them  in  as  few 
words  as  possible.  ....  . , 

First  we  are  charged  with  misrepresenting  him  m our  report  ot  the  Uorcomroe  sessions. 
This  accusation  our  reporter  indignantly  repels  : he  gave  the  substance  of  the  charge  brought 
against  the  officers  of  the  Board;  but  as  to  giving  the  full  report  of  what  dropped  from  his 
lips  we  must  certainly  beg  to  be  excused  from  filling  our  columns  with  the  intemperate 
vociferations  of  gentlemen  who  seem  to  forget  that  however  pleasing  such  displays  may  be 
to  a rude  and  ignorant  people,  they  cannot  be  relished  by  any  man  of  sense  in  his  moments 
of  sober  reflection.  Such,  we  have  every  reason  to  know,  was  the  nature  of  the  harangue  to 
which  we  now  allude.  . __  „ . 

But  our  reporter  is  charged  with  mixing  up  Mr.  Macnamara  with  the  threatening  letter 
served  on  Captain  Wynne.  Now  we  can  assure  Mr.  Macnamara  that  neither  ourselves,  nor 
our  reporter,  nor  the  public  at  large,  will  be  ever  likely  to  labour  under  such  a fearful  hallu- 
cination as  to  mistake  Mr.  John  Macnamara  for  Captain  Starlight.  But  we  do  think  it  highly 
reprehensible  in  any  gentleman  to  hurl  forth  violent  invectives  against  a public  officer  before 
an  excited  crowd,  especially  when  there  is  no  just  cause  for  complaint ; nor  do  we  think  that 
the  press  would  he  faithfully  discharging  its  duty  to  the  public  if  it  silently  acquiesced  in  the 
efforts  of  any  individual  to  obtain  popularity  at  the  expense,  perhaps,  of  the  personal  safety 

It  is  not  our  object  in  making  these  remarks  to  enter  into  a defence  of  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works.  It  would  be  quite  unnecessary  to  do  so.  Their  public  acts  throughout 
the  county  speak  for  themselves.  But  we  are  bound  in  justice  to  state  that,  owing  to  the 
very  specific  nature  of  the  returns  which  are  required  from  the  various  relief  committees  by 
the  inspecting  officer,  there  could  be  only  one  way  in  which  erroneous  employment  lists  could 
be  issued  from  his  office,  and  that  is,  oy  fallacious  returns  being  sent  him  from  the  com- 
mittees; and  instances  have  come  to  our  knowledge  where  such  was  actually  the  case.  The 
returns  furnished  to  the  inspecting  officer  from  each  committee  are  supposed  to  contain  a 
correct  statement  of  the  number  in  family,  die  number  of  acres  of  land,  and  the  amount  of 
stock  and  provisions,  possessed  by  each  claimant  for  employment ; the  inspecting  officer 
then  acts  in  accordance  with  the  information  thus  furnished  by  the  committee  themselves; 
and  the  late  investigations  at  meetings  of  several  of  the  relief  committees  m this  county 
prove  that  impartial  relief  is  much  more  likely  to  be  administered  by  such  means  than  by 
attending  to  the  representations  of  any  individual  member  of  those  committees. 

As  it  regards  ourselves,  it  has  been  invariably  our  aim  to  discharge  our  duty  to  the  public 
with  faithfulness  and  impartiality;  and  this,  with  God’s  help,  shall  continue  to  be  our  aim; 
and  we  care  not  whom  such  a straightforward  course  may  offend.  We  are  no  advocates  tor 
the  present  system  of  relief;  we  are  not  the  supporters  of  the  Government  who  devised  it ; 
hut  so  long  as  we  are  subject  to  so  injurious  a law  we  should  endeavour  to  make  the  best 


However  much  opposed  we  may  be  therefore  to  the  Government,  and  its  wickedly  foohs 
system  of  legislation  for  this  county,  stern  justice  compels  us  to  defend  the  Govemmen 
officers  from  unjust  attacks,  while  we  find  them  to  be  the  efficient  defenders  of  the  wre  c e y 
poor  and  destitute.  In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  inform  Mr.  Macnamara  that  we  have  no 
occasion  to  refer  to  any  of  our  contemporaries  for  information  relative  to  matters  ot  w ic 
we  have  such  correct  knowledge  ourselves. 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  25  January. 

Kildysart  Relief  Committee. 

[From  our  Reporter.] 

A meeting  of  this  committee  was  held  on  Thursday  last,  for  the  purpose  °^j 
into  various  abuses  alleged  to  exist  in  the  mode  of  furnishing  employment  lists  a op 
the  committee.  ^ airman  • 

The  members  present  on  the  occasion  were,  the  Rev.  Michael  Fitzgeraia,  ■ • £ 

Major  Ball,  Francis  Rosslevvin,  James  O’Donnell,  William  H.  Blennerhasset , ^ 

Macnamara,  esqrs. ; Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin,  Rev.  Timothy  Breen,  p.  Atev# 
Roughan,  p.  p.,  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan,  K.c.c.  , _ , « eSn.f 

Captain  Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Samuel  Ga  > 
head  engineer,  were  also  in  attendance.  _ - wvnne 

Major  Ball  stated  to  the  meeting  that  he  came  there  that  day  to  support  Capra-J  ser'jces 
in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  and  important  duties;  he  considered  that  office  s ^ 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  country,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every  gen  e ^ 
landed  proprietor  in  the  county  to  give  him  that  support  which  he  had  a right  1 
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He  (Major  Ball)  had  discontinued  his  attendance  on  the  committee  for  reasons  which  he 
would  explain  when  his  parish,  Kilchreest,  came  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  inspecting  officer. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  Captain  Wynne  complained  that  he  had  written 
several  times  to  the  committee  for  lists  of  the  people  to  be  employed,  but  had  not  been  fur- 
nished with  them  yet. 

The  chairman  stated  he  had  only  received  one  letter  from  Captain  Wynne  on  the  subject; 
and  he  had  given  directions  to  the  secretary,  who  was  at  present  preparing  them,  and  would 
shortly  have  them  ready. 

The  secretary  stated  that  the  lists  would  be  prepared  in  a day  or  two. 

Captain  Wynne  observed,  that  if  the  other  letters  which  he  had  written  to  the  chairman 
were  not  received,  the  blame  must  rest  upon  the  post-office ; but  a case  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  secretary  to  one  of  the  relief  committees  in  this  county  having  suppressed 
the  communications  addressed  by  him  (Captain  Wynne)  to  the  committee. 

Several  members.  Oh  ! that  was  at  Carrigaholt ; we  heard  of  that.  Nothin^  of  the  kind 
has  occurred  here. 

Captain  Wynne  then  proceeded  to  look  over  the  lists  of  the  committee,  objecting  to  many 
persons  on  them  who  possessed  land  and  stock,  when 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Roughan  represented  in  strong  terms  the  straits  the  small  farmers  would  be 
driven  to  if  they  were  excluded  from  the  works  because  they  might  possess  one  or  two  cows, 
and  instanced  the  case  of  one  of  his  parishioners,  whom  he  had  met  a few  days  before 
driving  two  cows ; and  this  poor  man  told  him,  almost  weeping,  that  he  had  been  striving  to 
sell  these  cows,  but  was  obliged  to  take  them  home  again,  as  he  was  not  even  asked  where 
he  was  going  with  either. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  stated  that  he  considered  the  arrangement  highly  impolitic ; for  if  the 
small  farmers  were  obliged  to  eat  up  all  their  substance  now,  in  a short  time,  when  their  own 
spring  work  commenced,  they  would  be  obliged  to  go  on  the  public  works  for  support,  and 
leave  their  land  untilled. 

The  reply  given  to  these  observations  by  the  officer  of  the  Board  was,  that  the  poor  man 
who  possessed  no  means  had  the  first  claim,  and  so  long  as  there  were  any  such  unemployed, 
they  could  not  admit  of  the  cases  referred  to.  But  it  appeared,  they  said,  that  it  did  not  rest 
with  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  use  their  discretion  in  those  matters,  as  they  understood 
this  committee  refused  to  take  men  off  the  works,  even  when  they  were  pointed  out  to  them 
as  individuals  that  should  not  be  employed. 

The  chairman  denied  that  such  was  the  case. 

Major  Ball  said  that  he  was  informed  they  had  done  so. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  said  that  they  had  struck  off  five  names,  of  whose  circumstances  the 
committee  had  no  doubt,  out  of  a list  of  12  ; but  that  Rev.  Mr.  Breene,  who  brought  that 
list,  would  not  take  upon  him  to  say  that  the  circumstances  of  the  ethers  were  such  as  would 
warrant  them  to  strike  off  their  names.  He  said  the  names  which  were  removed  from 
the  list  had  been  formerly  put  there  by  the  gentlemen  at  Ballincollig ; but  the  committee 
could  not  submit  to  have  an  imperium  in  imperio  among  them,  nor  obey  the  dictates  of  any 
individuals. 

Major  Ball  explained  this  matter  by  stating  that  he  had  called  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breene, 
and  suggested  that  it  would  tend  much  to  further  them  in  a correct  discharge  of  their  duty 
were  they  to  hold  a small  meeting  of  a few  members  at  Ballinacally ; that  they  might  accu- 
rately ascertain  what  individuals  in  that  district  were  in  real  destitution,  and  have  their  names 
sent  in  to  the  committee.  To  this  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breene  had  replied,  “ I think,  Major  Ball, 
we  had  better  not  do  that,  because  we  had  a small  meeting  of  that  kind  before ; and  when 
I went  to  Kildysart  I found  they  would  not  listen  to  anything  I stated,  because  it  came  from 
the  Ballinacally  committee.”  He  (Major  Ball)  thought  therefore  that  they  had  eveiy  reason 
to  believe  that  the  committee  did  not  attend  to  the  statements  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breene. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Roughan,  stated  that  they  always  acted  upon  the  principle  of  “Audi 
alteram  partem  ” before  they  struck  any  names  off  the  list. 

Major  Ball.  In  such  cases  alteram  partem  did  not  appear;  alteram  partem  had  of  course 
got  on  the  work,  and  that  was  all  he  required. 

Mr.  Francis  Rosslewin  said  allusion  had  been  made  to  the  existence  of  a Ballinacally 
committee,  but  they  did  not  meet  them  as  a committee.  The  reason  why  they  had  met 
them  was,  because  they  had  no  other  possible  way  of  obtaining  correct  knowledge  of  the 
destitute  state  of  the  people  but  by  assembling  in  that  manner.  Their  object  was  not  to 
hold  themselves  forth  in  opposition  to  the  Kildysart  committee,  but  that  they  might  come 
to  the  meetings  of  the  committee  with  clean  hands,  as  far  as  their  recommendation  of  indivi- 
duals for  employment  from  that  locality  was  concerned.  Mr.  Breene  was  the  person  who 
came  to  the  committee  from  that  meeting ; and  he  believed  that  it  was  more  from  umbrage 
at  their  having  met  in  the  manner  described,  than  from  any  other  cause,  that  Mr.  Breene’s 
statements  were  not  attended  to  by  the  committee. 

The  chairman  denied  that  they  were  actuated  by  any  such  feeling. 

Major  Ball  then  called  the  attention  of  the  inspecting  officer  to  the  circumstances  of  large 
farmers  placing  their  herdsmen  on  the  works.  He  knew  some  instances  of  it,  and  con- 
sidered it  was  a shameful  abuse. 

Captain  Wynne  said  it  was  most  disgraceful  to  the  parties  guilty  of  it ; and  in  every  case 
where  it  was  known  it  should  be  prevented. 

Captain  Wynne,  in  looking  over  the  lists  of  the  committees,  objected  to  many  of  the 
names  in  consequence  of  their  having  laud  and  a quantity  of  stock ; the  list  reading  in  some 
cases  like  the  following : " Denis  O’Dean,  10  acres  of  land,  four  cows,  and  a horse.” 

The  chairman  remarked  that,  in  many  cases,  he  believed  the  stock  was  greatly  reduced 
0.10,5.  ' 503  since 
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since  those  lists  were  made  out,  some  of  the  poor  people  having  been  obliged  in  the  mean- 
time to  dispose  of  part  of  their  stock  to  procure  subsistence ; besides,  the  land  hem*- 
mountainy,  was  of  a very  interior  quality,  in  fact  10  acres  of  it  were  scarcely  worth  one' 
and  the  stock  also  was  of  a mountain  breed. 

A member  of  the  committee  here  observed  there  was  not  one  m ten  possessing  now  the 
amount  of  stock  contained  in  that  list. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  perhaps  that  did  not  alter  the  case  much,  as,  if  they  had  not 
the  stock,  they  had  the  money.  So  great  was  the  desire  of  the  people  to  get  on  the  works, 
that  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  they  disposed  of  their  stock,  in  order  to  qualify  themselves 
for  receiving  employment. 

Several  members  remarked  that,  at  the  present  rate  of  provisions-,  the  people  would  not 
be  long  in  consuming  the  price  of  their  stock. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewm.  The  country  will  soon  be  111  a pretty  state  if  the  people  are  thus 
forced  to  dispose  of  everything  they  possess.  . 

Captain  Wynne.  But  what  is  the  consequence  of  this  system  which  I have  been  fighting 
against?  Has  ihe  destitution  of  the  people  been  met  by  the  employment  of  nearly  CO, 000 
persons  in  this  county  ? Certainly  not.  He  was  every  day  meeting  with  cases  of  extreme 
distress,  which  had  not  been  returned  by  the  committees ; but  if  the  attention  of  relief  com- 
mittees had  been  first  directed  towards  the  most  destitute— in  fact,  if  the  relief  at  present 
afforded  was  properly  expended,  there  would  not  now  be  a single  case  in  the  county  of  the 
kind  to  which  he  referred.  , , . , , . 

The  chairman  said  that  the  cases  to  which  Captain  Wynne  alluded  might  be  m a great 
measure  accounted  for  by  servants  now  applying  for  work  who  had  only  recently  beeu  dis- 
charged from  service. 

Some  member  of  the  committee  mentioned  that  many  families  who  had  a servant  boy, 
when  they  found  that  keeping  him  did  not  entitle  them  to  have  an  additional  name  put  on 
the  lists,  discharged  him,  that  there  might  be  no  objection  to  his  being  employed  on  the 


works.  , ...... 

Captain  Wynne  said  that,  in  his  tour  throughout  the  country,  attending  the  various  relie. 
committees,  he  had  up  to  the  present  struck  off  about  18,000  names,  which  should  not  have 
been  returned  for  employment.  He  said  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  revise  the  lists,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  increase  the  extent  of  employment  above  what  it  was  at  present ; and  the 
only  method  they  could  adopt  to  afford  employment  to  those  destitute  persons  whom  the 
committees  had  hitherto  overlooked  was  to  strike  off  those  who  were  at  all  able  to  subsist 
without  being  employed  on  the  works.  It  was  out  of  all  question,  however,  to  expect  that 
they  could  keep  anyxlass  from  suffering  the  effects  of  the  present  visitation ; it  was  a calamity 
which  must  be  felt  by  all  classes,  both  high  and  low.  Besides,  giving  employment  to  those 
who  could  not  live  without  it  had  the  effect  of  preventing  them  from  tilling  their  land,  which 
would  be  productive  of  serious  evil  to  the  country.  He  referred  to  the  case  of  the  people  in 
the  parish  of  Ruan  ; in  consequence  of  the  public  works  having  been  stopped  there,  he  round 
that  there  was  now  more  of  the  laud  tilled  in  that  parish  than  there  was  in  nearly  all  the 
county  besides.  _ .. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  said  the  time  had  not  yet  arrived  for  tilling  the  land  111  that  locality. 
He  referred  particularly  to  the  patience  manifested  by  the  people  under  their  present  severe 
privations,  and  said  that  they  should  not  be  oppressed  because  they  were  quiet. 

Captain  Wynne  remarked  that  nothing  he  had  said  could  be  construed  into  a desire  ot 
oppressing  the  people;  bis  object  was  completely  the  reverse.  . , . 

Major  Ball  mentioned  some  cases  of  gross  abuse ; among  others,  he  said  he  had  lieaia  0 
a woman  hiring  out  her  son  to  a family  for  the  purpose  of  his  being  employed  on  the  public 
works.  He  (Major  Ball)  believed  the  view  the  inspecting  officer  took  of  the  subject  was, 
that  a certain  proportion  only  of  the  population  could  be  employed  on  the  roads ; the  pro- 
portion acted  upon  iri  the  various  parts  of  the  county  was  one  to  five  ; but  by  allowing  two 
persons  to  be  employed  out  of  a family  of  three,  of  which  there  had  been  many  instances,  1^ 
would  be  great  injustice  to  very  large  families,  as  it  would  prevent  a greater  number  eing 
employed  from  those  families.  . f 

Rev.  Mr.  Roughan  said  lie  would  take  it  on  himself  to  say  that  three-fourths  0 
tenants  of  this  county  had,  for  many  years  past,  been  strugglers ; they  had  nothing  du 
potato  to  support  them ; and  therefore,  at  the  present  time,  fully  three-fourths  ot  the  peop 
were  in  a state  of  destitution.  , . .1 

Captain  Wynne  said  if  they  went  on  increasing  employment  now,  there  was  an  en  0 
order  and  regularity. 

Rev.  Mr.  Roughan.  But  with  destitution  increasing,  what  are  we  to  do  ? , 

Captain  Wynne  said,  that  by  filling  up  their  lists  in  the  manner  they  did,  roy 
imposed  upon  him  the  disagreeable  duty  of  striking  off  a great  number  of  names,  trom 
information  furnished  to  him  by  their  own  lists.  » jan(j 

The  case  of  a man  named  Charles  Donoghue  was  mentioned,  who  had  12  acres  0 * 

and  was  constantly  employed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin,  whose  tenant  he  was  ; it  appe 
that  this  man,  through  some  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  secretary,  had  been  put  dow  QW_ 
manual  labour,  though  it  was  for  horse  work  he  should  be  returned  ; as  the  list  stoo  , 
ever,  he  was  returned  for  both. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  stated  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance.  * 

Tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Breene,  p.  p.,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan,  R.c.  c.,  having  entered  e . 
ing,  the  complaint  relative  to  the  committee  having  refused  to  strike  off  the  12  names 
Mr.  Breene  had  mentioned  to  them,  was  again  brought  forward,’ and  ,w 

Rev.  Mr.  Breene  stated  that  he  had  brought  this  list  of  12  persons  to  the  conum  e ^ 
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they  might  be  struck  off  the  list,  and  had  pressed  it  to  a division,  but  was  outvoted  • he 
must  however  say,  m justice  to  the  committee,  that  those  which  he  had  taken  upon  himself 
to  say  were  m comfortable  circumstances  were  at  once  struck  off;  but  he  had  not  personally 
a sufficient  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of  all  of  them  to  enable  him  to  say  so 
The  chairman  here  inquired  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan,  h.c.c.,  if  he  had  not  differed  in 
opinion  with  Mr.  Breene,  relative  to  the  propriety  of  striking  off  those  12  names  on  the  day 
that  the  question  came  before  the  committee.  J 

Rev.  Mr.  Hannan  stated  that  he  had  not  disagreed  with  Mr.  Breene  on  that  occasion : 
he  had,  indeed,  found  out  afterwards  that  one  of  12  was  a fit  case  of  employment  but  there 
is  no  doubt  whatever  (continued  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan)  that  the  committee  refused  to  act 
upon  our  recommendation;  and  the  five  names  which  had  been  removed  by  the  committee 
were  not  struck  off  upon  our  recommendation,  but  because  they  were  glaring  cases  known 
to  the  committee  generally.  0 

A short  conversation  then  took  place  relative  to  the  revised  lists  which  Captain  Wynne 
stated  should  be  furnished  to  lnm,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rouglian  inquired  of  that  officer 
whether,  m the  event  of  their  meeting  with  cases  of  destitution  after  the  lists  had  been  fur- 
nished, they  were  at  liberty  to  forward  them  to  his  office. 

Captain  Wynne  said  that  of  course  they  should  do  so,  and 

Major  Ball  observed  that  the  best  way  to  enable  Captain  Wynne  to  employ  all  of  the 
more  destitute,  would  be  for  the  committee  now  to  strike  off  from  their  list  as  many  as  they 
could  ascertain  should  not  be  employed.  J J 

Captain  Wynne,  in  looking  over  the  list,  met  with  a case  of  an  individual  beino-  returned 
both  for  horse  and  manual  labour;  and  said  he  must  object  to  any  person  beina  returned 
for  both,  particularly  as  in  this  case,  when  the  individual  on  the  list  had  three  cows  and  a 
horse. 

Major  Ball  said  he  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  Captain  Wynne  object  to  all  such  cases. 
The  l'ev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  here  observed  that  if  such  a system  of  excluding  the  people 
were  carried  out,  the  only  remedy  that  could  he  was  a remedy  which  the  people  would 
adopt  for  themselves ; if  they  were  not  fed  they  would  take  the  food  by  force,  and  they 
would  be  perfectly  right  in  doing  so. 

Captain  Wynne  complained  that  gentlemen  should  continue  to  urge  him  beyond  the  pos- 
sibility of  compliance  on  his  part;  he  contended  that  if  the  present  amount  of  employment 
were  fairly  and  honestly  distributed  amongst  the  needy  only,  the  object  of  Government 
would  be  fully  and  effectually  attained — the  people  would  be  fed.  Such,  however,  was  not 
the  case.  Notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  he  (Captain  Wynne)  had  made  to  remove 
those  causes  which  impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  relief  system  in  this  county,  he  was  sorry 
to  find  that  still  a considerable i portion  of  the  funds  intended  for  the  poor  found  their  way 
into  the  pockets  of  the  rich.  This  he  must  attribute  to  the  committees,  who,  he  must  say, 
so  far  from  affording  him  their  assistance  and  co-operation  in  correcting  this  most  mischie- 
vous abuse,  met  every  effort  of  his  by  every  practical  obstacle  their  ingenuity  could  dense. 
At  the  present  time,  when  it  must  be  obvious  to  eveiy  rational  man  acquainted  with  the 
great  difficulty  of  controlling  the  present  numbers,  that  any  increase  of  employment  must 
lead  to  confusion  and  disorder,  thousands  are  daily  sent  to  him  for  employment  by  the  com- 
mittees, who,  from  various  motives,  appeared  to  wish  to  throw  the  odium  of  refusal  upon  him. 
He  (Captain  Wynne)  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  position  in  which  lie  was  hereby  placed; 
nor  can  he  be  surprised  at  anything  he  may  meet  with  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  when 
he  finds  a magistrate  on  the  Bench,  in  the  presence  of  an  excited  people,  already  perhaps 
labouring  under  an  impression  of  imaginary  wrong,  charging  him  with  carelessly  or  unfairly 
exercising  an  authority  upon  which  the  lives  of  thousands  may  depend,  and  denouncing  him 
as  the  enemy  of  the  people  ; this  conduct  may  be  attributed  to  love  of  popularity  or  a desire 
to  display  sensitiveness  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  which  the  gentleman  in  question 
would  no  doubt  wish  to  persuade  them  he  alone  was  capable  of  feeling  ; but  he  (Captain 
Wynne)  did  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  unjust,  ungenerous,  and  unjustifiable.  He  must, 
however,  carefully  separate  from  this  charge  those  gentlemen  of  the  county  whose  support 
he  had  received  on  all  occasions,  and  for  which  he  would  ever  feel  grateful. 

On  the  parish  of  Kilchreest  being  brought  before  the  committee. 

Major  Ball  said,  that  he  felt  it  is  duty  to  inform  the  inspecting  officer  that  he  was  quite 
irresponsible  for  any  acts  of  the  committee,  as  he  had  been  obliged  to  retire  from  their 
meetings,  owing  to  some  coarse  personal  observations  which  had  been  used  towards  himself; 
he  also  stated  that  he  had  not  been  furnished  with  notice  of  the  meetings  of  the  committee 
milil  the  day  of  meeting,  and  after  the  hour  at  which  the  meeting  was  held  ; the  first  letter 
he  had  received  in  this  way  he  thought  it  might  have  occurred  through  mistake,  but  on 
receiving  a second  and  third  in  a similar  manner,  it  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  done 
with  the  design  of  excluding  him  from  the  meeting.  Major  Ball  here  handed  one  of  those 
letters  to  the  chairman,  that  it  might  be  seen  from  the  date  that  he  could  not  possibly  have 
leC\TVe<^  ^ ^e^oie  *he  meeting  took  place. 

Mr.  F.  Rosslewin  siated  that'  the  very  same  course  had  been  pursued  with  regard  to 

The  chairman  remarked  that  the  neglect  was  not  occasioned  by  any  desire  on  his  part, 
or  that  of  the  committee,  to  treat  Major  Ball  with  disrespect,  but  must  have  been  occasioned 
oy  some  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  secretary. 

After  a few  remarks  from  various  other  members  on  this  subject,  which  did  not  appeal-  to 
en<~'n  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  matter, 

Major  Ball  directed  the  attention  of  Captain  Wynne  to  the  ease  of  a man  of  the  name  of 
^ambers,  who  he  had  been  informed  to-day  was  upon  the  work  ; he  was  a tenant  of  his  own, 
°*l05-  504  had 
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had  a number  of  cows,  and  besides  this,  he  had  a freehold  of  his  own  in  another  part  of 
the  country,  and  tenants  under  him. 

Captain  Wynne  considered  this  a most  glaring  case  of  abuse  ; and  said,  so  long  as  any 
man  had  property  or  an  amount  of  stock,  he  should  not  he  employed. 

Several  members  of  the  committee  complained  of  the  great  hardship  of  forcing  the  people 
to  sell  their  cows. 

Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  observed  that  it  was  their  duty  at  once  to  memorial  the  Government 
on  the  subject,  praying  them  to  stop  a system  of  the  greatest  barbarity. 

Mr.  Gamble  said  there  were  other  modes  of  relieving  distress  besides  the  public  works. 
He  would  wish  to  know,  had  the  committee  themselves  done  anything  in  that  way  ? Had 
they  purchased  any  Indian  meal  ? 

The  chairman  said  that  they  were  unable  to  do  anything  in  that  locality,  as  the  two  prin- 
cipal landed  proprietors  of  the  district  were  not  present.  One  of  them  had  last  year  given 
a subscription  of  40 1,  but  the  property  of  the  other  was  in  Chancery. 

Major  Ball  said  that  he  felt  called  upon  to  answer  Mr.  Gamble’s  inquiry,  as  far  as 
regarded  himself.  He  had  some  time  since  gone  to  an  expense  of  upwards  of  30 1.  in  fitting 
up  a soup  kitchen ; he  had  got  his  own  cook  to  make  the  soup ; and  lie  pledged  his  honour 
as  a gentleman  that  it  was  of  the  most  excellent  quality.  It  cost  him  at  the  rate  of  2 id. 
per  quart,  and  he  sold  it  at  1 d.  He  found,  however,  that,  even  at  that  rate,  the  people 
would  not  come  for  it ; and  though  he  had  written  for,  and  was  promised  assistance  from 
the  Metropolitan  Relief  Association  for  this  purpose,  when  lie  found  the  people  refusing  to 
purchase  it,  he  had  written  to  say  that  he  must  decline,  taking  any  grant  towards  a soup- 
kitchen  at  present.  When  he  gave  it  gratis  lie  had  plenty  to  take  it ; but  as  it  was  alto- 
gether at  his  own  expense,  he  could  not  afford  to  lose  more  than  1 \ d.  per  quart  upon  it ; 
and  he  inferred  from  this  circumstance,  that  with  all  their  clamour  for  employment,  the 
destitution  could  scarcely  be  so  great  and  so  general  in  that  district  as  they  represented. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  meeting  adjourned. 

In  consequence  of  the  scrutiny  to  which  the  lists  were  subjected,  there  were  before  the 
committee  adj  ourned  upwards  of  200  names  struck  off,  being  cases  which  did  not  require 
relief  at  present. 


Clare  Journal,  Monday,  25  January. 

Clondigad  Relief  Committee.’ 

A meeting  of  this  committee  took  place  on  Friday  last,  which  was  attended  by  Captain 
Wynne,  inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  and  Samuel  Gamble,  esq.,  head 
engineer,  and  Mr.  Lidwell,  engineer  for  the  district.  The  Rev.  Charles  Fitzgerald  in  the 
chair. 

This  meeting  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  accuracy  of  the  employ- 
ment lists  furnished  by  the  committee  to  the  inspecting  officer;  many  of  the  statements  in 
which,  relative  to  the  circumstances  of  the  persons  returned  for  employment,  were  believed 
to  be  erroneous.  Notwithstanding  that  Mr.  Lidwell  had  cautioned  all  the  men  on  the 
works  that,  if  they  left  their  work,  the  day’s  pay  should  be  stopped,  yet  a great  number  of 
the  labourers  assembled  at  the  place  of  meeting ; and  when  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain 
Wynne  arrived,  their  car  was  instantly  surrounded  by  a crowd,  clamouring  in  a most  dis- 
orderly manner.  The  conduct  of  one  individual  in  the  crowd,  of  the  name  of  John  Monahan, 
of  Deicomade,  was  most  outrageous ; and  Captain  Wynne  was  obliged  to  seize  the  man, 
and  forcibly  shake  him  off;  one  or  two  such  turbulent  characters  would  be  quite  enough  to 
inflame  a crowd  of  excited  people;  fortunately,  however,  the  police  were  at  band  to  preven 
any  serious  disturbance  from  taking  place.  . , 

The  same  process  was  gone  through  at  this  meeting  as  had  been  observed  on  the  ay 
previous  at  Kildysart.  The  names  on  the  lists  of  the  committee  were  read  over  by  ie 
chairman,  and  a great  many  of  them,  who  possessed  both  stock  and  provisions,  we 
struck  off.  , . 

Captain  Wynne  complained  that  an  inaccurate  list  had  been  sent  to  him  from  tna 
mittee,  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  unable  to  furnish  employment  lists  lor  the  P • 
When  he  had  received  the  committee’s  lists,  the  large  nuniber  in  family  which  was  se 
to  each  name,  almost  without  exception,  awoke  his  suspicion  that  all  was  not  coxie  , 
then  showed  the  list  to  a gentleman  connected  with  the  parish,  who  happened  to  e " 
office  at  the  time,  and  this  gentleman,  in  looking  over  the  list,  pointed  out  many  cases  , • 
he  knew,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  the  return  was  incorrect.  He  then  procee 
self,  with  the  list  in  his  hand,  to  the  door  of  the  hall,  where  a number  of  peop le  1 raj 
parish  whose  names  were  upon  the  list  were  assembled  ; he  called  out  the  names  0 ‘ 

of  them,  and  inquired  of  each  what  was  the  number  of  his  family,  and  in  many  case 
told  him  a different  number  from  that  marked  on  the  list.  It  was  therefore 
sible  for  him  to  act  on  such  fallacious  returns  ; and  it  was  necessary  that  new 
be  furnished  to  him  containing  accurate  information.  of 

The  chairman  and  various  members  of  the  committee  pleaded  the  great  1 , * the 

learning  the  truth  from  the  people,  as  they  were  under  the  impression  that  the  o 

number  which  they  said  they  had  in  family  the  greater  number  of  them 

Captain  Wynne  admitted  that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  out  the  truth  ^ 

he  had  himself  been  so  often  misinformed  by  them,  that  he  could  scarcely  give  single 


juite  impos- 
lists  should 
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single  word  they  said ; but  he  considered  that  the  members  of  the  committee,  from  the 
knowledge  which  each  of  them  must  possess  concerning  his  own  locality,  should  be  able  to 
ascertain  correctly,  with  tolerable  accuracy,  the  statements  made  to  them. 

There  was  another  complaint  brought  forward  by  Captain  Wynne  against  the  committee 
to  the  effect  that  various  members  of  it  were  in  the  habit  of  addressing  the  people,  inform- 
ing them  that  the  inspecting  officer  and  the  engineers  were  the  persons  they  might  blame 
for  their  not  being  employed,  and  thus  exasperating  the  people  against  these  officers,  and 
endangering  their  lives.  It  was  but  the  night  before  that  a crowd  of  people  stopped  a 
gentleman  in  his  gig  on  his  way  to  Ennis,  and  made  use  of  the  most  violent  language 
regarding  the  officers  of  the  Board  in  this  neighbourhood,  stating  that  they  would  tear  the 
liver  out  of  Captain  Wynne,  and  out  of  Mr.  Lidwell  for  obeying  his  orders.  For  his  own 
part,  he  (Captain  Wynne)  did  not  value  their  menaces;  and  he  would  take  good  care  that 
they  should  not  fulfil  their  threat  upon  him,  whatever  they  might  do  to  Mr.  Lidwell.  He 
(Captain  Wynne)  was  able  to  protect  himself;  but  he  did  consider  it  highly  disgraceful  for 
any  members  of  the  committee  to  make  use  of  expressions  which  were  directly  calculated 
to  endanger  the  personal  safety  of  Mr.  Lidwell,  a young  gentleman  who  was  placed  there, 
in  a lonely  and  unprotected  place,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  was  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  people.  But  this  he  would  now  tell  them,  that  if  they  dared  to  touch  a single 
hair  of  his  head,  all  the  works  in  the  parish  should  be  immediately  stopped. 

The  chairman  spoke  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  regarding  Mr.  Lidwell;  said  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  member  of  the  committee  having  acted  in  such  a manner  ; and  he  must 
say,  that  if  he  knew  of  any  of  the  members  having  acted  in  the  shameful  manner  described, 
he 'would  not  sit  in  the  committee  a single  hour  with  them. 

Another  evil  of  which  the  officers  of  the  Board  complained,  was,  that  the  committee 
took  down  the  names  of  the  persons  applying  to  them,  and  then  told  the  people  that  their 
names  were  on  the  list ; the  consequence  was,  that  those  people  forced  themselves  on  the 
works,  and  continue  upon  them,  though  they  cannot  be  paid.  Some  of  them  have  been 
working  for  six  weeks  in  this  manner,  and  will  not  leave  the  works. 

The  committee  said  that  they  were  constantly  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  they  would  not  be  paid  under  such  circumstances,  yet  they  persevere  in  remaining  on 
the  works. 

Ir.  was  arranged  before  the  committee  adjourned,  that  a supplementary  list  of  200  of  the 
most  needy  should  be  made  out  by  the  committee  and  forwarded  to  Captain  Wynne’s 
office,  together  with  the  revised  list ; and  the  inspecting  officer  stated  that  he  should 
furnish  employment  lists  from  them  without  delay. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  28  January. 

Extract  from  the  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Burrcn. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Coffey,  p.f.,  begged  leave  to  make  a remark  relative  to  the  lists  of  the 
relief  committee,  which  had  been  furnished  to  Captain  Wynne,  the  inspecting  officer.  He 
nad  hoped  to  have  seen  Captain  Wyune  there  that  day,  but  he  found  he  was  not  in 
attendance. 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  that  Captain  Wynne  was  about  to  remove  from  the  county  ; but  pro- 
bably he  would  be  able  to  give  Mr.  Coffey  any  information  he  might  require. 

Rev.  Mr.  Coffey  stated,  that  he  had  called  upon  Captain  Wynne  last  week  at  his  office 
in  Ennis,  with  the  lists,  and  was  informed  that  they  would  be  returned  without  delay. 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  that  he  knew  Captain  Wynne  had  lost  no  time  in  having  them  pre- 
pared ; he  believed  they  were  now  ready,  and  they  would  most  probably  have  them  by  that 
day’s  post. 

This  answer  appeared  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Bindon  then  stated  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  Captain  Wynne  was  about  to  leave  the 
county ; that  during  his  stay  among  them  his  conduct  had  been  most  honourable,  upright, 
and  gentlemanly  in  every  respect ; he  would  therefore  move  that,  before  the  meeting 
adjourned,  a vote  of  thanks  should  be  passed  to  Captain  Wynne  for  his  conduct  since  his 
arrival  in  this  county. 

Mr.  George  Macnamara.  I oppose  it. 

Air.  Bindon  said  he  was  sorry  for  it ; but  he  thought  when  public  officers  discharged 
their  duties  properly,  such  a mark  of  respect  was  due  to  them ; and  if  Mr.  Gamble  were 
about  to  be  removed  from  this  county,  or  any  other  officer  who  discharged  his  duty  faith- 
fully, he  thought  a motion  of  this  kind  should  be  adopted. 

Air.  G.  Macnamara  (with  great  warmth).  If  engineers  and  public  officers  do  their  duty, 
they  are  well  paid  for  it,  and  must  do  it ; it  is  not  by  flattering  them  that  we  are  to  make 
them  do  it. 

Air.  Bindon  denied  that  he  intended  any  flattering  on  the  occasion  ; but  contended  that 
such  a motion  was  of  usual  occurrence  when  any  public  officer  discharged  his  duty  fairly  and 
impartially.  He  declined,  however,  to  press  the  motion.  . , . 

Several  gentlemen  present  expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  Captain  W ynne’s 
conduct,  and  regretted  his  departure  from  among  them.  . 

Mr.  Gamble  said,  that  Captain  Wynne  had  been  most  indefatigable  in  Ins  exertions  to 
discharge  his  duties  promptly  and  fairly ; he  knew  him  to  be  occupied  late  and  early  for 
that  purpose ; being  very  often  employed  up  till  two  o’clock  in  the  night. 

0.105.  5 P Kev- 
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Rev.  Mr.  Coffey,  p.p.,  said,  that  it  was  but  due  to  Captain  Wynne  to  state,  that  when  he 
called  upon  that  officer,  he  received  him  in  the  most  courteous  and  gentlemanly  manner, 
and  paid  every  attention  to  the  statements  which  he  made  to  lnm. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  11  February. 

The  Relief  Committees  and  the  Public  Works. 

We  had  hoped,  considering  the  painful  duty  which  lately  devolved  upon  us  of  exposing 
a meat  many  irregularities  which  have  been  indulged  in  by  various  relief  committees  of  this 
county  in  furnishing  their  employment  lists,  that  we  should  not  again  have  occasion  to 
revert  to  the  subject.  It  might  naturally  enough  be  expected  that  our  report  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, or,  in  fact,  our  publishing  such  proceedings  at  all,  would  not  be  very  palatable  to 
some  of  the  parties  concerned ; and,  in  more  instances  than  one,  such  we  have  found  to  be 
the  case.  But  this  did  not  induce  us  to  alter  our  course ; and  we  trust  that  we  never  shall 
allow  a dread  of  giving  offence  to  individuals  to  prevent  us  from  faithfully  discharging  our 
duty  to  the  public  at  large. 

Our  readers  will  remember  that  we,  some  time  since,  gave  a report  of  the  proceedings  at 
a meeting  0f  the  Kildysart  relief  committee,  at  which  the  lists  of  the  committee  were  sub- 
jected to&the  scrutiny  of  the  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works.  We  find  this  committee 
placed  in  the  unpleasant  predicament  of  being  divided  into  two  factions  or  contending  par- 
ties ; and  we  regret  that  the  subjoined  letter,  written  by  one  of  the  committee  themselves, 
obliges  us  to  expose  this  circumstance  move  fully  than  we  would  otherwise  have  deemed 
necessary.  In  order  to  show  that  this  letter  gives  an  ex  parte  statement,  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  remark  that  it  has  been  written  by  one  of  those  parties.  But  in  addition  to  this, 
which  is  self-evident,  we  shall  deem  it  our  duty  to  set  the  public  right  on  the  matter  by 
discussing  seriatim  the  various  assertions  which  it  contains.  1 he  letter  is  as  follows : — 


To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Clare  Journal.” 


Sir, 


The  reporter  who  came  with  Captain  Wynne  to  the  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  for 
Kildysart,  Kilclireest,  and  Kilfidane,  without  their  knowledge  and  sanction,  and  took  notes 
there,  has  so  represented  the  proceedings  that  a second  statement  has  become  necessary. 
Some  members  who  took  part  in  these  proceedings  were  not  aware  of  the  presence  of  a 
reporter,  and  found  with  surprise  an  account  of  the  Kildysart  meeting  in  the  “ Clare  Journal.’ 
But  as  what  passed  there  has  been  in  part  made  public,  although  without  the  sanction  of  the 
committee,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  reporter  did  not  show  how  fully  and  fairly  Captain 
Wynne’s  very  unexpected  charges  were  met  and  repelled.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
“ Clare  Journal”  will  now  spare  space  for  a full  report  of  the  real  proceedings : but  in  fairness, 
it  will  insert  a moderate  statement,  to  supply  a few  of  the  many  omissions  in  the  published 
account.  . - 

The  report  commences  with  the  statement  that  the  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  ot 
inquiring  into  alleged  abuses.  This  is  not  the  fact.  The  meeting  was  called  for  the  trans- 
action of  the  regular  business  of  going  through  the  lists  with  Captain  Wynne. 

In  the  list  of  those  who  assisted  at  the  meeting,  the  name  of  George  Studdert,  esq.,  J.  p., 
is  omitted.  . , 

Captain  Wynne’s  extraordinary  assertion,  that  he  wrote  several  letters  relative  to  the  pre- 
parations of  lists,  appears  in  the  report;  but  the  contradiction  of  that  assertion  is  not  cor- 
rectly given.  . 

It  was  shown  that  only  one  letter  on  this  subject  had  been  received,  and  in  that  letter 
merely  required  that  the  lists  be  returned  to  him  on  or  before  the  15th  of  January,  at  whic 
date  they  would  have  been  sent  to  Ennis  hut  for  the  delay  in  Captain  Wynne  s office  in 
supplying  Kildysart  with  the  necessary  forms  applied  for  by  the  committee.  He,  or  1 
employers,  are  alone  chargeable  with  this  delay.  . 

Captain  Wynne’s  very  unjustifiable  hint  that  the  poor  were  not  first  cared  for  a in 
thrown  out  without  examination  of  the  books,  or  true  knowledge  of  the  real  facts  was  me  , 
although  the  report  is  silent  thereon,  by  the  assertion  that  the  Kildysart  committee  ever 
acted  on  the  principle  that  the  poor  man’s  claim  was  the  first,  and  that  none  such  were 
known  to  be  in  want  of  public  employment  when  the  needy  among  the  small  farmer  c ass 
were  recommended.  Neither  does  the  report  make  any  mention  of  the  fact,  that  one  o 
Kildysart  members  offered  Captain  Wynne  a very  full  list  of  certain  townlands,  among 
least  represented  in  the  parish,  which  he  had  taken  going  from  house  to  house  m older 
seek  and  be  able  to  select  the  most  destitute.  , 

The  charge  that  the  committee,  in  a particular  instance,  had  refused  to  put  off  men  by 
directions  of  members,  detaching  themselves  and  acting  separately  from  the  main  body,  an 
would  not  attend  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breen’s  suggestions,  was  preferred  by  Captain 
who  evidently  came  prepared  to  put  the  worst  construction  on  the  acts  of  the  gen®ral  co 
mittee.  Here  the  report  is  quite  incorrect.  The  charge  was  easily  disposed  of.  lhe  rep  y 
was  that  the  12  labourers  objected  to  were  persons  first  placed  on  the  list,  not  only  in 
presence  of  Major  Ball  and  the  other  Ballynacally  members,  but  at  the  very  recommen  a 
of  these  gentlemen ; that  on  the  day  of  the  proposed  rejection  of  the  12,  Mr.  Breen  ca™  ^ 
the  meeting  unprovided  with  evidence  against  seven  of  the  number;  that  the  n ve^ ^ 
whom  he  could  prove  the  possession  of  means  were  immediately  struck  off;  that  with  leg  ^ 
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to  tile  seven,  the  majority  felt  that  they  had  a duty  to  perform  toward  the  labourers  which  Aoueud-v  Mi  1 

should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  through  deference  to  the  gentlemen  met  at  Ballynacally  and  App  (B'5 

they  therefore  had  proposed  to  send  for  the  seven,  a, il  examine  them  before  reject  on  "n  ErfracSTom  the 

nuttee , that  this  pioposal  did  not  please  the  Ballynacally  gentlemen ; and  that  it  was  sub- 

sequently  proved  beyond  a doubt  that,  m refusing  to  strife  off  the  seven,  the  committee  had 
eternised  a just  and  sound  discretion;  since  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan  discovered  three  days 
after  hat  one  of  the  seven  was  greatly  in  want  of  relief,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breen  admitted 
that  the  month  following  the  remainder  were  in  need  of  employment. 

With  reference  to  the  alleged  impropriety  of  giving  aid  to  herdsmen,  it  was  stated  that 
the  services  of  such .men  were  usually  given  for  a small  portion  of  potato  land,  and  that  the 
money  wages  paid  them,  although  sufficient  to  support  the  herdsman  himself,  were  too  little 
to  enable  him  to  feed  his  family;  and  that  therefore  the  committee  received  the  names  of 
herdsmen  with  families.  Singularly  enough,  a reference  to  the  labour  list  showed  that  Maior 
BaU  s own  herdsman  was  recommended  for  work  by  the  members  from  Ballynacally,  but 
Major  call  declared  lie  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance. 

In  reply  to  the  objection  that  persons  possessing  stock  were  placed  on  the  list,  it  was 
stated,  in  addition  to  what  appears  in  the  report,  that  on  mountain  farms,  there  beincr  little 
tillage  land,  the  quantity  of  cattle  was  greater  than  in  more  favoured  districts,  but  that  the 
quality  of  such  stock  was  very  inferior,  and  their  value  very  inconsiderable,  they  frequently 
selling  at  40s.  or  50  s.  a head,  and  many  having  been  sold  at  such  prices,  to  raise  money  for 
meal  since  October  last,  when  an  inventory  of  stock  was  taken  in  the  parish  of  Kildysart 
for  the  guidance  of  the  committee.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  continued  exclusion  of  the 
poorer  farmers  from  the  public  works  would  leave  the  district  unstocked,  and  increase  the 
distress  in  summer ; the  season  when  such  cattle  become  useful  to  their  owners. 

■^virt'0n  'S]r?a^e  ^ie  rePort  Denis  O’Dea’s  case.  The  man  was  called  in,  hut  Cap- 
tain  Wynne  did  not  interrogate  him.  Another  case  was  that  of  Michael  O’Dea.  He,  like 
Denis,  was  m the  inventory  described  as  the  farmer  of  10  acres,  and  the  owner  of  four  cows 
and  a horse.  It  was  explained  that,  before  he  was  recommended  for  work,  his  horse  died, 
and  his  stock  were  reduced  to  two  cows.  This  man  has  a family  of  12. 

In  the  case  of  Charles  Donohoe,  the  report  stated  that  he  was  tenant  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross- 
lewm,  although  that  gentleman  said  that  he  was  not  tenant  to  him,  but  to  the  lessee  of  his 
property,  lhe  report  also  stated  that  Donohoe’s  name  was  placed  on  the  list  by  the  secre- 
tary instead  of  the  clerk,  who  made  the  mistake ; and  that  Mr.  Rosslewin  declared  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  circumstance ; whereas  he  affirmed  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  names  being 
on  the  list,  but  was  very  certain  that  Donohoe  was  recommended  only  for  horsework, 
which,  there  being  many  horses  and  little  work,  is  a very  trifling  aid ; that  his  horse  was 
employed  three  days  only ; that  he  was  almost  daily  at  work  for  Mr.  Rosslewin;  that  he 
had  not  a son  able  to  work ; and  that,  consequently,  he  could  not  have  worked  on  the  roads. 

This  Donohoe  lately  sold  two  head  of  his  cattle  to  a lay  member  of  the  committee  for  50s. 
each. 


Another  case,  hut  omitted  in  the  report,  was  that  of  Harry  Chambers.  This  man,  it  was 
alleged,  had  a freehold  property  in  another  parish,  a circumstance  of  which  the  committee 
were  ignorant.  He  was  placed  on  the  list  at  the  recommendation  of  Kilchreest  members. 
He  actually  resided  in  Ballynacally,  a part  of  Major  Ball’s  estate,  and  a place  of  abode  of 
three  of  the  Kilchreest  members  of  the  committee. 

Auotlier  charge,  not  reported,  was  that  of  having  recommended  John  Cuggeran,  a snug 
farmer.  The  man’s  name  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  lists. 

Major  Ball  is  reported  to  have  said  that  there  had  been  many  instances  of  the  employment 
of  two  persons  from  a family  of  three.  Major  Ball  brought  forward  the  case  of  Patrick 
O’Dea  as  an  instance  of  the  employment  of  two  from  a family  of  three,  and  another  Kil- 
chreest member  said  that  all  three  were  employed ; but  it  was  shown  that  this  man  had  a 
family  of  six,  and  of  these  two  only  recommended ; that  he  was  a squatter  without  land ; 
that  a third  man  of  this  family,  being  entered  as  of  a different  towuland,  and  not  known  to 
be  Patrick’s  son,  had  for  a short  time  obtained  employment,  but  that  immediately  upon  the 
discovery  of  this  error,  his  name,  according  to  the  general  practice  of  the  committee,  was 
erased,  and  a note  thereof  entered  in  the  book. 

In  reply  to  Major  Ball’s  complaint,  that  he  did  not  receive  due  notice  of  the  meetings,  it  was 
stated  that,  at  his  own  request,  the  committee  fixed  Tuesdays  for  the  regular  days  of  meet- 
mg,  and  resolved  to  give,  whenever  practicable,  24  hours’  notice  of  all  extraordinary  meetings, 
snd  that,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  when  the  notices  were  forwarded  by  hand,  they  were 
sent  through  the  post-office.  With  reference  to  the  letter  produced  by  Major  Ball,  it  was 
shown  that  the  notice  was  the  adjournment  of  a meeting  from  a Tuesday,  the  regular  day,  to 
the  following  Thursday,  and  that,  the  second  meeting  being  an  adjourned  one,  there  really 
was  no  necessity  to  send  any  notice  of  it.  The  letter  in  question  was  sent  by  the  clerk.  The 
reporter  incorrectly  mentions  the  secretary  as  being  present  at  this  meeting;  for  that  gentle- 
man was  not  able  to  attend  it.  He  concludes  with  another  error : the  assertion  that  upwards 
of  200  names  were  struck  off  before  the  committee  adjourned.  This  is  not  true;  a very  few 
names  were  so  treated;  others  remained  for  further  inquiry,  and  explanations  regarding 
them  have  since  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  office. 

, . was  stated  at  the  meeting,  although  not  reported,  that  the  committee  had  taken  for 
their  guide  the  Government  instructions  relative  to  the  poor-law  valuation ; that  consequently 
they  had  confined  themselves  within  the  Government  limit;  that,  from  the  naming  of  such 
a limit,  the  committee  concluded  that  the  benevolent  intention  of  Government  was  to  aid 
Uot  only  the  labourer  without  land,  but  also  the  needy  small  farmer ; that  the  possession  of 
°*105.  5 p 2 stock. 
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stock,  small  in  quantity  and  inferior  in  quality,  did  not  disqualify  the  poorer  tenantry  from 
a share  of  relief  in  their  present  distress;  for  persons  rated  to  various  sums  under  6 1,  could 
not  be  supposed  in  this  district  to  be  wholly  without  Stock  ; and  that  the  committee  were 
surprised  that  Captain  Wynne  set  these  instructions  aside,  and  tested  their  proceedings  by 
new  rules,  of  which  they  had  hitherto  no  cognizance,  and  have  not  yet,  except  from  his  own 

assertion.  Your  obedient  Servant, 

A Member  of  the  Committee. 


The  very  first  line  of  the  above  letter  conveys  an  untruth,  and  was  evidently  written  for 
the  purpose  of  leading  the  public  to  infer  that  our  report  was  given  in  a spirit  of  partiality. 
The  truth  is,  so  far  from  our  reporter  going  with  Captain  Wynne  to  the  meeting,  he  went 
directly  from  this  office  on  the  morning  of  the  day  m which  the  meeting  was  held,  while 
Captain  Wynne,  who  happened  to  be  out  of  town  at  the  time,  proceeded  to  Kildysart  from 
a different  part  of  the  county ; nor  did  our  reporter  see  that  officer  throughout  the  day  in 
question,  excepting  in  the  committee-room,  while  the  meeting  was  being  held.  As  to  our 
reporter  taking  notes  without  “ the  knowledge  or  sanction”  of  the  committee,  he  did  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  ask  their  permission,  as  he  did  not  think  they  could  have  any  particular 
objection,  more  than  any  other  committee  in  the  county,  to  have  then;  “deeds  made  mani- 
fest •”  but  our  reporter  totally  disclaims  possessing  the  power  of  rendering  himself  invisible, 
and  he  therefore  firmly  believes  that  every  member  of  the  committee  must  have  seen  him,  as 
all  of  them  at  least  cast  their  eyes  upon  him  while  he  held  paper  and  pencil  in  his  hand;  and 
one  of  them  even  asked  him  if  he  were  taking  notes,  to  which  he  answered  in  the  affir- 

^nlhe  next  place,  our  reporter  could  not  « show  how  fully  and  fairly  Captain  Wynne’s 
charges  were  met  and  repelled,”  because  they  were  not  by  any  means  “ fully  and  fairly  met 
and  repelled ;”  and  we  again  repeat  that  the  meeting  did  inquire  “ into  alleged  abuses,”  and 
some  of  those  abuses  were  brought  forward,  not  by  Captain  Wynne,  but  by  members  of  the 
committee  themselves.  It  was,  indeed,  stated,  that  only  one  letter  had  been  received  from 
Captain  Wynne  relative  to  the  preparation  of  the  lists,  but  that  officer  replied  that  he  had 
written  more  than  one,  and  that  if  they  were  not  received  the  blame  must  rest  with  the  post- 
office. 


Clare  Journal,  Thursday,  11  February. 


Thirdly.  Captain  Wynne  was  fully  justified,  from  his  previous  knowledge  of  the  mode  of 
acting  adopted  by  committees,  in  asserting,  in  the  general  manner  which  he  did,  that  “ the 
poor  were  not  first  cared  for ;”  and  as  to  the  assertion  that  the  Kildysart  relief  committee  ever 
“ acted  on  the  principle  that  the  poor  man’s  claim  was  the  first,”  we  need  only  observe,  that 
the  same  assertion  has  been  made  by  every  relief  committee  in  the  county,  and  yet  nu®er" 
ous  instances  were  discovered  of  the  poor  having  been  neglected ; therefore  it  cannot  afford 
surprise  that  Captain  Wynne  should  wish  to  have  more  than  mere  assertion,  before  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  Kildysart  committee  was  unimpeachable. 

Fourthly.  In  reference  to  the  charge  that  the  committee  refused  to  put  off  men  by  the 
directions  of  certain  members,  we  shall  endeavour  to  place  the  matter  before  the  public  in 
such  a way  as  will  enable  them  to  form  a correct  opinion  on  the  whole  transaction.  It 
appears  that  Major  Ball,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breen,  p.p.,  and  some  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee connected  with  the  parish  of  Kilchreest,  resolved  on  meeting  together  in  that  pans 
for  the  purpose,  as  they  stated,  of  ascertaining  more  accurately  the  real  conditiou  ot  e 
people  of  the  parish,  and  the  proper  persons  to  be  employed,  and  report  the  same  to  e 
committee  at  Kildysart.  The  proceeding  of  the  Kilchreest  members  did  not,  it  seems,  mee 
the  approval  of  the  Kildysart  section  of  the  committee,  and  they  consequently  re“lse  , 
pay  that  attention  to  their  representations  which  the  Kilchreest  members  though  ey 
should  have  received.  And  now  to  the  charge.  The  Kilchreest  or  Ballinacally  mem  e 
(as  they  are  called)  sent  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breen,  p.p.,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan,  0 
committee  at  Kildysart  a list  of  12  persons,  who  they  considered  should  be  struc  0 
the  lists ; the  committee  refused  to  strike  off  the  names  on  the  representation  ot  t e 
chreest  members ; and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hannan  stated  at  the  meeting,  that  the  reason  w y 
they  struck  off  five  of  the  names  was,  because  the  Kildysart  members  themselves  knew  ^ 
they  were  persons  who  should  not  have  been  placed  upon  the  lists,  and  that  there .w^  y,„ 
doubt  but  the  committee  had  refused  to  act  upon  the  representation  of  the  oainn  ) 
members.  As  to  whether  they  were  justified  or  not  in  so  acting,  we  will  not  take  UP^ 
ourselves  to  give  an  opinion ; but  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breen’s  admission,  that  in  a mon  01 
afterwards  some  of  them  might  have  been  properly  put  on  the  lists,  was  not,  in  our  °P™  > 

designed  to  show  that  those  12  names  had  not  been  improperly  put  on  at  firs  £ 
might,  in  the  meantime,  have  turned  their  stock  into  cash,  in  order  to  facilitate  then  5 
employed,  or  they  might  have  become  really  destitute.  In  fact,  various  circumstances  m g 
have  occurred  to  effect  the  change.  ham*  his 

Fifthly.  Major  Ball  publicly  stated  that  he  would  consider  it  disgraceful  to 
herdsman  employed  on  the  works  ; but  our  reporter  heard  nothing  to  the  effect  t ,a  ceJt0 
Ball’s  own  herdsman  was  on  the  list,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  letter;  and  m re  gt0 
the  next  part  of  this  letter,  we  may  just  observe  that  there  was  some  observation  re 
the  inferiority  of  mountain  stock  in  the  report  published.  Passing  over  some  ot  ments 
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merits  which  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon,  we  come  to  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Appendix  (B.) 

Rosslewin’s  tenant,  or  rather  the  tenant  of  his  lessee,  for  we  stand  corrected  in  that,  

although  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rosslewin  at  first  said  Donohoe  was  his  tenant,  and  afterwards  ex-  Extracts  from  the 
plained  that  he  was  not  directly  his  tenant,  but  that  of  his  lessee,  at  the  same  time  stating-  Clare  Journal. 

that,  for  his  argument,  the  difference  was  not  material ; nor  do  we  think  it  worth  debating  

about,  but  it  serves  to  show  what  shifts  gentlemen  will  sometimes  make  in  order  to  impugn 
a report  which  may  not  exactly  suit  their  palate.  We  admit  there  was  also  a mistake  in 
calling  the  clerk  the  secretary,  but  he  was  performing  the  duty  of  secretary  at  the  time ; we 
should,  no  doubt,  have  said  that  he  was  only  acting  secretary  pro  tem.  It  was  clearly 
ascertained,  however,  that  Donohoe  was  returned  for" both  horse  and  manual  labour.  It 
was  asserted,  indeed,  that  it  was  a mistake  on  the  part  of  the  clerk;  probably  such  was  the 
case. 

Sixthly.  The  writer  asserts  that  the  freeholder  alluded  to  in  the  report  was  placed  on  the 
list  by  the  Kilchreest  members.  Of  course  with  this  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  we  know 
that  it  was  Major  Ball  who  brought  the  charge  against  the  committee  for  having  employed 
him,  and  at  the  same  time  stated  that  he  had  only  learned  the  day  before  that  the  man  had 
been  employed  at  all ; and  it  is  passing  strange  that  if  this  individual,  and  also  the  12  to 
whom  allusion  has  already  been  made,  were  placed  on  the  list  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ballynacally  members,  it  is  strange,  we  say,  that  the  recommendation  of  those  members  to 
strike  off  the  same  names  when  they  found  that  they  should  not  have  been  put  on,  was  not 
equally  attended  to  by  the  committee. 

Seventhly.  That  the  writer  of  the  preceding  letter  gives  an  unfair  view  of  Major  Ball’s 
complaint  relative  to  not  having  received  timely  notice  of  the  meetings.  Major  Ball  dis- 
tinctly asserted  that  he  had  received  three  letters  at  least  after  the  respective  meetings  had 
been  held ; and  we  certainly  think,  without  at  all  entering  into  the  question  as  to  whether  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  send  those  notices,  though  Mr.  Rosslewin  stated  that  there 
was  a resolution  to  the  effect  that  notice  should  be  sent  to  tire  Ballynacally  members  ; but, 
be  that  as  it  may,  we  do  think  that  when  the  committee  sent  notice  they  should  have  sent  it 
in  proper  time,  otherwise  it  could  only  be  regarded  as  a mockery. 

Eighthly.  The  writer  of  the  above  letter  states  that  “ it  is  not  true”  that  200  names  were 
struck  off  the  list.  In  reply  to  this,  we  need  only  remark,  that  the  inspecting  officer  asserted 
publicly,  and  in  the  presence  of  a member  of  the  committee,  that  more  than  200  names  were 
struck  off,  and  his  assertion  was  not  then  disputed. 

Ninthly.  It  is  stated,  in  the  preceding  communication,  that  the  committee  were  not  aware 
of  the  rules  by  which  Captain  Wynne  acted.  Not  aware  of  the  rules ! verily,  some  of  those 
gentlemen  must  have  very  little  knowledge  of  what  is  passing  in  the  county  around  them. 

We  really  pity  their  ignorance,  and  can  only  assure  them,  that  had  they  perused  the  various 
numbers  of  this  journal,  they  would  have  known  right  well  the  rules  by  which  he  acted. 

In  the  last  place,  and  we  beg  pardon  of  our  readers  for  occupying  so  much  of  our  space 
with  this  affair,  we  shall  turn  our  attention  from  the  Kildysart  committee,  and  take  a more 
comprehensive  view.  And  we  venture  to  say,  in  reference  to  this  county  in  general,  that 
many  and  gross  abuses  have  existed,  which,  if  not  perpetrated  by  committees  as  a body,  they 
were  at  least  connived  at  when  perpetrated  by  individual  members  ; and  many  a poor  and 
friendless  man  in  the  county  of  Clare  has  had  reason  to  bless  the  exertions  made  by  Captain 
Wynne  on  his  behalf,  while  self-interest  too  often  induced  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  pay 
move  attention  to  his  case  to  give  the  preference  to  a more  favoured  but  less  deserving  object. 

He  was,  undoubtedly,  while  in  this  county,  not  merely  the  friend  of  the  poor,  but  the  friend 
of  the  “ poorest  of  the  poor.”  And  in  making  this  assertion,  we  know,  from  the  knowledge 
which,  as  a public  journalist,  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  obtain  of  his  public  conduct,  that  we  only 
do  him  a common  act  of  justice. 


Thursday,  25  February. 

Extracts  from  Letter  of  Rev.  John  Sheehan , p.p. 

The  magistrates,  then,  are  not  to  blame;  the  cesspayers  are  not  to  blame  ; the  murder  of 
our  neighbours  must  be  traced  to  other  sources.  Captain  Wynne  has  made  it  his  boast  that 
he  kept  or  endeavoured  to  keep  the  expenditure  of  the  baronies  within  proper  bounds.  May 
God  forgive  him  ! If  he  is  susceptible  of  the  love  of  his  neighbour,  of  his  fellow-man  at  all, 
he  cannot  expect  the  gratulations  of  his  conscience  for  so  acting.  How  scrupulous  he  was 
about  preserving  the  balance  of  taxation  and  the  interests  of  property,  and  not  disturbing 
much  the  usual  fiscal  arrangements  ! Why  did  he  not  lean,  to  the  weaker  side  • why  no 
incline  a little  to  the  side  of  mercy?  Property  is  able  to  take  care  of  itself.  Why  did  ne  not 
act  on  the  sentiment,  on  the  philanthropic  principle  so  fearlessly  enunciated  in  the  second  last 
number  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  “ If  there  must  be  no  alternative  between  the  risk  of  property 
being  confiscated,  and  turning  the  country  into  one  vast  slaughter-house,  welcome  conns- 
cation,  let  it  do  its  worst ; but  let  the  destruction  of  life  be  by  all  means  prevented.  Little 
did  he  know  or  feel  the  wretchedness  that  reigns  universal.  Little  idea  had  he  ot  the  many 
families,  averaging  from  four  and  five  to  nine  and  ten  in  number,  living  on  10  a.  a day,  e 
hire  only  of  one,  and  the  price  of  meal  so  high  as  3 s.  6 c£  a stone.  Little  did  he  consider 
how  many  worked  on  the  road  whole  days  fasting,  or  ponder  over  the  hardship  of  making 
the  food  of  two  or  three  days  suffice  for  the  seven  days  of  the  week.  What  cared  he  but  to 
earn  the  thanks  of  bis  employers,  to  be  held  upas  the  good  and  faithful  servant,  by  is 
checking  the  life-saving  circulation  of  money,  and  applying  the  minimum  of  expenditure  to 
0.105.  5 p 3 tri& 
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Appeudix  (B.) 

Extracts  from  the 
Clare  Journal. 


the  utmost  extent  that  misery  could  reach  ? What  sort  of  a system  of  relief  is  this  under 
which  a public  functionary  goes  about  hectoring,  and  bullying,  and  abusing  relief  committees 
and  causing  some  disturbance  everywhere  he  went,  until  his  services  in  Clare  were  wound 
up  by  calumniating  the  county,  and  belieing  our  county  Members  ? And  for  this  he  has  his 
reward.  He  received  the  thanks  of  the  Saxon  Government,  the  applause  of  the  base,  brutal 
and  bloody  Whigs ! 

The  Treasury  "Minutes  are  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  the  plan  of  exclusion  to  be  still  more 
stringent ; that  is,  the  graveyards  must  be  more  and  more  tenanted,  and  their  boundaries 
enlarged.  The  small  tenants  are  now  reduced  to  the  state  of  paupers  themselves.  In  this 
relief  district  no  landlord  has  looked  after  them,  and  the  Government  officers  have  excluded 
or  are  excluding  them  wherever  they  could,  and  the  result  is  that  they  are  beggared  and  their 
affairs  ruined.  Their  little  stock  is  going  fast ; the  grain  intended  for  seed  is  long  atm  con- 
sumed. There  is  no  tillage  going  on,  or  any  chance  of  it.  They  have  no  seed  to  put  in  the 
earth,  and  nothing  to  eat  if  they  commence  their  own  work  ; and  how,  under  such  circum- 
stances, can  their  gardens  be  cultivated  ? How  many  a cottier  tenant  may  now  exclaim,  with 
Cincinnatus  of  old,  when  called  away  from  his  little  farm  to  head  the  Roman  armies,  he  said 
to  his  wife,  “ Alas,  my  Attilla,  I dread  that  for  this  year  our  little  garden  must  remain  un- 
tilled.” 

In  the  meantime,  engineers  are  busily  engaged ; the  unproductive  works  are  still  pro- 
gressing ; the  high  roads  and  thoroughfares  are  spoiled  ; the  labour  of  the  poor,  the  only 
capital  of  the  country,  is  turned  away  from  the  usual  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  exhausted 
in  lowering  hills  and  raising  hollows,  in  making  gullets  and  erecting  breastworks  that  only 
hold  for  a few  weeks;  in  building  fences  and  parapet  walls,  and  letting  them  fall  asjain; 
and  this  is  called  a system  of  relief)  the  best  that  could  be  devised  for  the  purpose ; this  is 
termed  English  legislation. 


From  the  Clare  Journal. 

0 urn  age. 

[From  our  N ewmarket  Correspondent.] 

On  Monday  last,  at  a meeting  of  the  Newmarket  relief  committee,  held  in  the  sessions 
house,  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  bart.,  Robert  Studdert,  esq.,  j.jp.,  Captain  Creagh,  j.p.,  John 
M'Mahon,  esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  St.  George,  Rev.  J.  Vaughan,  Captain  Fishbourne,  inspecting 
officer,  and  other  gentlemen  present,  it  was  announced  to  the  congregated  people  who  assem- 
bled from  all  parts  of  that  district  (the  works  being  stopped)  that  as  the  works  in  general 
were  discontinued  according  to  orders  from  Government,  it  was  ruled  to  grant  to  every 
person  in  their  families  a pound  of  meal  while  money  in  hand  lasts : and  that  the  gentlemen 
were  preparing  a memorial,  which  would  be  forwarded  to  Government,  praying  for  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  in  this  locality.  Captain  Fishbourne  with  difficulty  obtained  only  a partial 
hearing,  as  the  people  had  already  rushed  into  the  committee-room  in  great  disorder,  and 
shouting  that  the  complement  of  meal  was  of  no  comparative  benefit,  and  that  they  wanted 
employment  and  money.  Something  said  being  misunderstood,  displeased  them  very  much, 
so  that  they  made  use  of  threatening  language  towards  Captain  Fishbourne,  and  noise  and 
bustle  became  the  order  of  the  day.  While  Captain  Fishbourne  strove  to  explain  his  in- 
structions from  Government,  which  he  said  he  should  strictly  act  upon,  the  other  gentlemen 
endeavoured  to  quiet  the  people  and  remove  their  ill-feeling  against  him ; but  to  no  purpose, 
the  people  saying  he  was  the  cause  of  having  them  disemployed.  At  last  the  gentlemen, 
being  insulted  in  this  way  times  without  number,  rose ; and  it  was  said  loudly  outside  that 
“ Captain  Fishbourne  had  500/.  a year  for  starving  the  people  as  he  did  in  Skibbereen, 
where  they  had  to  eat  the  asses and  that  “ he  was  taking  all  power  in  his  own  hands, 
caring  for  no  man,  and  disrespecting  the  head  of  the  county.  (Sir  Lucius  O’Brien.)”  No 
sooner  had  this  got  afloat  among  them  (though  most  untrue,  for  we  learn  he  was  not  m 
Skibbereen  at  all)  than  they  shouted,  “ Pull  him  out !”  “ Knock  him  down !”  “ Trample 
him  ! Kill  him  !”  and  many  like  expressions.  No  sooner  said  than  attempted  being  done; 
the  people  leaped  at  him,  some  saying,  “ Blood  is  better  than  starvation  and  as  the  gen- 
tlemen were  coming  through  the  crowd,  he  was  struck  violently.  But  his  foes,  being  so 
numerous,  could  not  by  the  press  do  what  they  intended,  but  pulled  off  the  hair  of  his  head 
in  handfuls ; some  dragged  him  this  way  and  some  that,  striking  at  him  with  sticks  and 
stones,  and  cutting  him  severely;  while  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien,  Mr.  Studdert,  Head  Constable 
Armstrong,  Mr.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  Lysaglit,  Mr.  Michael  Cullen,  and  others,  rushed  about  him 
to  save  him.  The  mob  endeavoured  to  put  him  off  his  feet,  and  so  kick  or  trample  him  to 
death  ; and  in  their  efforts  to  effect  that  end  tore  his  coat  and  shirt  to  pieces ; but  Mr.  Stud- 
dert  and  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  by  holding  him  fast  by  the  collar,  kept  him  on  his  feet.  Thus 
enraged,  and  bent  on  evil,  the  crowd  pushed  to  and  fro ; Mr.  Studdert,  at  the  same  time, 
with  great  presence  of  mind,  unclosed  Mr.  Fishbourne’s  cravat*  and  so  prevented  persons 
using  their  knuckles  against  his  throat,  or  his  being  over-exhausted.  The  crowd  drove  them 
on  a heap  of  broken  stones  near  the  river,  the  mob  striving  to  push  him  off  the  stones  in 
the  river ; and  in  the  effort  made  to  keep  him  out,  the  head  constable  was  precipitated  mto 
the  river  on  his  back,  and  much  injured  by  falling  against  stones.  Sir  Lucius  and  Mr.  Wi- 
liam Armstrong  were  put  into  it  also  to  their  knees  ; but  the  shout  was  given,  “ Respect  oir 
Lucius  and  Mr.  Robert,  boys ! don’t  crush  or  hurt  Sir  Lucius !”  and  those  in  the  river 
resisting,  Mr.  Fishbourne  fortunately  escaped  being  drowned  or  trampled  to  death  ; but  's 
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was  prevented  by  the  gentlemen  doing  all  in  their  power  for  his  preservation.  Mr.  Studdert  a tn  \ 

by  courage  unprecedented,  was  determined  to  save  the  stranger  or  meet  his  fate  • and  sue’  App 

T *$?  8“tl?ma"  a little  distance,  hurried  him  toward  Extracts  from  the 
the  police  banack,  while  the  persons  thus  saving  him  received  mauy  of  the  blows  intended  Clare  Journal. 

for  him.  On  their  arriving  at  the  corner  of  the  street,  some  stones  were  thrown  and  the  

attack  renewed  most  violently;  those  in  front  leaped,  shouted,  and  whistled  for  the  rear  to 
come  up,  and  the  gentleman  was  near  being  torn  in  pieces,  his  clothes  having  met  that  fate 
already.  At  last,  on  arriving  at  the  police  barrack,  he  got  on  a jaunting  car  and  drove  away 
escorted  by  Mr.  William  A rmstrono-. 

Sir  L.  O’Brien  got  on  his  horse,  and  cheers  given  for  him,  they  seeming  satisfied  with 
what  was  done  since  lie  was  not  molested.  Mr.  Studdert  and  other  gentlemen  then  went 
towards  Newmarket  House,  followed  by  the  infuriated  people,  shouting  most  furiously  but 
being  met  and  addressed  by  Mr.  Patrick  Hickey,  they  instantly  obeyed  him,  disposed 
and  retired  to  their  homes,  first  giving  a cheer  for  Mr.  Studdert,  and  sayino-  that  only  for  Sir 
Lucius  O’Brien  and  him  they  would  have  slain  Fishboume.  The  whole  town  was  one  scene 
of  uproar  and  alarm,  and  dread  or  destruction  seemed  depicted  in  every  countenance.  It 
seems  many  of  the  aggressors  are  known,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  have  them  punished. 

Fires  were  lit  on  the  hills  around  Newmarket  on  Tuesday  night,  as  signals  (it  is  said)  for 
a vast  assemblage  of  people  to  meet  near  Drumline. 


Clare  Abbey  Relief  Committee. 

, . , , Clare  Castle,  3 February  1847. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  relief  committee,  held  this  day,  Thomas 
Keane,  Esq.,  chairman,  J 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  much  regret  we  have  learned  the  removal  of  Captain  Wynne 
inspecting  officer,  from  this  district.  J ’ 

That  his  gentlemanlike  demeanour  during  his  intercourse  with  this  committee,  as  well  as 
his  readiness  on  all  occasions  to  assist  us  in  affording  relief  to  the  destitute,  and  confining  it 
to  them,  demand  an  expression  of  our  sense  of  the  propriety  and  efficiency  of  his  conduct  as 
inspecting  officer. 

That  a copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  by  our  secretary  to  Captain  Wynne,  and 
that  it  be  published  in  the  Clare  Journal. 

(signed)  Thomas  Keane,  Chairman. 

Terence  Healy,  Secretary. 


Captain  Wynne's  Reply. 

My  dear  Sir,  Ballina,  12  February  1847. 

Being  engaged  on  the  duties  of  my  new  appointment,  I only  this  day  received  your  kind 
letter,  inclosing  a resolution  of  the  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  relief  committee,  convevin°  to 
me  its  approval  of  my  conduct  as  a public  officer,  and  its  regret  at  my  removal  from  the 
district. 

In  the  discharge  of  my  duties  in  that  district  I never  lost  sight  of  one  object,  that  of 
making  the  relief  as  effectual  as  possible,  by  endeavouring  to  confine  it  to  that  class  which 
needed  it  most  and  for  which  it  was  intended. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  find  that  my  efforts  in  this  respect  have  not  been  wholly  without 
effect,  and  that  in  no  part  of  Ireland  in  which  destitution  prevailed  to  the  same  extent  has 
it  been  more  effectually  alleviated. 

May  I request  that  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  convey  to  each  individual  member  of 
your  committee  my  best  thanks  for  the  expression  of  their  approbation,  which,  together  with 
that  of  the  many  esteemed  friends  and  gentlemen  from  whom  I have  on  all  occasions 
received  support  which  I shall  ever  feel  grateful  for,  will  amply  compensate  me  for  the  dis- 
pleasure I have  incurred  in  other  quarters. 

With  best  wishes  for  each  member  of  your  committee, 

I remain,  See. 

T.  Healy,  Esq.,  (signed)  Edmund  Wynne. 

Secretary,  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone 
Relief  Committee. 


Extracts  from  the  Morning  Chronicle. 

Monday,  14  December  1846. 

The  present  Condition  of  Ireland. 

[From  our  Correspondent.] 

Ennis,  Clare,  8 December. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  which  I received,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  present  condi-  Extracts  from  the 
tion  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  public  works  throughout  the  country,  Morning  Chronicle. 

and  the  general  results  of  the  great  change  which  has  been  effected  in  the  social  system  of  
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Annpndix  (BO  the  people  through  the  failure  of  their  ordinary  means  of  subsistence,  I proceeded  to  Ennis, 
Ap‘  _ ( J the  chief  town  m the  county  of  Clare,  where  the  destitution  ot  the  people,  the  extent  of 

Extracts  from  the  those  works,  and  the  amount  of  turbulence  and  disorder  are  greater  than  m any  other  district 

Morning  Chronicle.  in  which  it  will  be  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  public  through  your  columns, 

you  may  rely  on  the  absence  of  any  false  colouring  or  exaggeration  and  the  detail  of  those 
S which  f may  ascertain  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry  will  I trust  be  received  with  the 
credit  which  should  he  attached  to  the  report  of  a disinterested  and,  I hope,  impartial  eye- 

W1j“fs^ndtdbalmSt  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  real  condition  of  this  country  An  anarchy 
of  misery  rules  over  all.  Violence  and  famine  walk  hand-in-hand  throughout  the  land,  and 
naralvse  every  effort  either  to  control  the  one  or  alienate  the  other.  Instead  of  uniting  with 
each  other  in  some  systematic  attempt  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Pine,  the  gentry  too 
often  suffer  themselves  to  be  led  from  the  path  of  public  duty  by  feelings  ot  a private  nature,  or 
yield  to  combinations  which  they  should,  at  any  risk  withstand  and  overcome.  1 he  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Works  complain  of  the  landlords.  They  say  that  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
assist  them  receive  them  with  suspicion,  throw  every  obstacle  m then  path,  and  by  their 
favouritism,  pusillanimous  conduct,  and  disunion,  frustrate  their  attempts  to  execute  their 
objects  The  gentry,  on  the  other  hand,  charge  those  officers  with  inefficiency,  nial-admmis- 
tration  of  their  offices,  misdirection  of  labour,  and  general  mismanagement.  Many  of  the 
relief  committees  are  consequently  turned  into  arenas  of  acrimonious  personal  debate  and 
the  time  which  should  be  occupied  ill  prudent  cool  discussion  and  deliberation,  for  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  is  lost  in  angry  controversies  and  recriminations.  While  all  this  is  moving  as 
it  were  over  the  surface,  there  is  a growing  power  beneath,  to  vylnch  every  day  is  adding 
fresh  strength  and  energy.  An  armed  and  almost  starving  peasantry,  feeling  their  influence 
in  the  midst  of  all  this  confusion,  have  apparently  muted  m a combination  to  carry  out  their 
ohiects  by  any  deed  of  violence.  They  have  proved  too  often  that  their  threats  are  not  mere 
empty  vapounngs,  and  they  feel  a perfect  security  in  the  commission  of  crime,  aware  that 
theavm  of  the  law  is  palsied,  and  that  in  this  county  at  least  it  is  at  piesent  dead,  both  in 
sphit  and  letter.  The  overseers  on  the  public  works,  the  gangsmen,  engineers,  and 
inspectors,  the  members  of  the  relief  committees,  are  met  on  eveiy  side  by  threats  and 
intimidation,  which  are  too  often  successful.  Every  one  wants  to  get  on  the  public  works, 
every  one  wants  to  get  his  son  or  his  brother,  his  relative  or  Ins  friend  on  the  public  works 
They  all  seem  to  think  that  it  is  so  much  money  to  be  given  away  about  the  country,  and 
thaAhey  may  as  well  get  tlieir  share.  From  the  noor  cottier  up  to  the  small  fennel  of  16 
or  18  acres,  with  two  or  three  cows,  this  seems  to  be  their  chief  aim  and  ambition,  and  veu- 

geance  is  vowed  against  those  who  attempt  to  thwart  it.  . 

S There  are  in  thf  county  of  Clare  at  least  270,000  inhabitants  a considerable  increase 
having  taken  place  in  the  population  since  the  census  of  1841.  Of  these  130,000  aie  males, 
of  whom  about  70,000  are  15  years  of  age  and  upwards.  The  numbers  employed  on  the 
public  works  in  Clare  at  this  very  moment  are  close  upon  40,000  souls.  As  the  proportion 
of  women  and  children  is  very  small,  and  making  allowances  for  the  better  classes,  Bentry, 
tradespeople  in  towns,  and  farmers,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that,  at  the  very  lowest  calcu- 
lation, three-fourths  of  the  peasantry  of  the  county  are  at  tins  lime  employed  m repairs  on 
old  roads  or  in  making  new  ones,  while  the  remainder  are  clamouring  for  food  and  work 
The  sum  expended  on  these  unproductive  works  in  this  county  a one  amounts  to  about 
17,000/.  a week.  Hereafter  I will  examine  the  character  of  the  relief  affoided  by  those 
works,  and  state  the  results  of  my  inquiry  into  the  moral  effects  of  the  system,  as  w 
practical  utility.  Scarcely  an  hour  has  passed  since  my  arrival  which  did  not  bear  wit li  it 
the  report  of  some  outrage.  On  Saturday,  a man  named  Hennessy,  a gangsm  i 
returning  to  his  home  early  in  the  evening,  was  fired  at  and  perforated  wit  so. 
the  system  of  terrorism,  such  the  dread  of  the  combination  which  exists,  i 
who  were  a little  in  advance  of  him,  as  well  as  a person  who  was  m his  company,  ran  y 
the  moment  the  shot  was  fired,  and  left  the  wounded  man  to  his  fate.  Nay  more,  so  tai  n 
the  present  state  of  things  silenced  the  voice  of  humanity  and  feeling  m the  hearts 
people,  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  a messenger  could  be  proem  -i  - u 

Soctor  for  the  bleeding  man.  Wliat  has  been  the  result  of  this?  Ttie  works  on  vvhmh 
Hennessy  was  engaged  have  been  stopped.  Thousands  have  been  thrown  on  f.r- 

starve.  They  have  been  told  that  the  works  will  not  be  renewed  till  the  perpetrators  ott 
outrage  are  delivered  to  justice ; aud  still,  with  a desperate  fidelity  to  those  men,  °r 
of  the  vengeance  which  they  might  expect  in  consequence,  they  declare  their  ig  , 
the  criminal.  The  officers  of  the  works  feel  the  hardship  inflicted  on  thousands  o u PPj 
creatures  for  the  crimes  of  a few;  hut,  as  they  say  themselves,  as  ever^  ° i0?»> 

says,  in  answer  to  any  representation  of  a grievance  or  injustice,  “What  can  w ■ 
Unless  some  signal  example  be  made,  no  man  dare  venture  near  the  works.  ne  ' 

an  inspector  under  the  Board,  resigned  because  he  was  literally  kidnapped  and  eP  q ^ 

soner  for  some  time  by  the  peasantry;  and  there  is  an  engineer  here  who  has 
off  up  the  mountains,  aud  kept  in  close  confinement,  without  food,  in  order,  as  ms  I 
told  him,  tuat  “he  might  know  what  hunger  was,”  no  less  than  three  times.  ,, 

occasion  there  was  a sort  of  battle  between  the  people  of  two  parishes  t0  see JV  e 
have  him  first.  This  gentleman  has  since  exchanged  with  another  officer.  *es  ~ ' jje 

more  works  were  stopped  in  consequence  of  an  outrage  offered  to  one  of  the  o • ^ 

was  stopped  by  a party  of  armed  men,  who,  with  a pistol  to  his  head,  made  i ye 

oath  that  he  would  place  40  men,  whose  names  they  gave  him  in  a list,  on  t e wo  • & 

did  so  accordingly,  and  this  circumstance  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  engineer, the.^ 
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immediately  stopped.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  this  remedy  is  worse  than  the  disease.  It  is 
really  a frightful  thing-  to  turn  some  thousands  of  miserable  wretches  on  the  world  to  starve 
or  to  plunder,  for  they  have  but  these  alternatives  ; but  then  “ what  are  we  to  do  1”  In 
the  meantime  all  labour  is  suspended  in  the  fields.  The  farmers  have  got  rid  of  their  farm 
servants  and  labourers,  who  flock  to  the  towns  in  search  of  employment  on  “ the  works  ” 
It  is  said  that  in  many  instances  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  these  very  farmers  share 
the  profits  of  their  servants’  labour.  Even  the  influence  of  the  priesthood  is  undermined 
and  is  rapidly  diminishing-  m this  terrible  struggle  of  turbulence  and  famine.  Yesterday  a 
parish  priest  was  accused  in  a relief  committee,  by  members  of  his  own  flock,  « of  placing 
those  on  the  works  who  paid  his  dues  best ! ” Every  day  the  members  of  the  relief  commit” 
tees  are  sending  m their  resignations.  They  say  they  are  not  protected  by  the  Government  - 
that  their  lives  are  not  safe  if  they  attempt  to  execute  their  duties.  The  o-entry  are  full  of 
stories  of  threats  and  deeds  of  violence.  The  relief  committee  of  the  town  of  Clare  have 
yielded  altogether  to  the  fear  of  intimidation,  and  have  declared  they  are  afraid  to  meet. 
Last  night  a gentleman  named  Samson  left  the  hotel  where  I am  staying,  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  to  his  residence  at  Tulla,  and  came  back  in  less  than  half  an  hour  in  a state  of 
extreme  agitation,  to  say  that  three  of  his  homes  had  been  shot  close  to  the  town,  and  in  his 
very  presence,  as  they  were  returning  to  his  farm  under  carts  which  he  had  sent  into  market 
laden  with  flour.  lie  saw  one  of  the  very  men  who  committed  the  deed  pass  him  on  the 
road,  aimed  with  a gun,  and  cross  into  a ditch,  as  he  believes,  for  the  purpose  of  firino-  at 
him;  but  although  he  had  pistols  with  him,  he  did  not  dare  to  use  them.  The  police 
were  immediately  sent  out,  but,  as  one  of  the  persons  present  observed,  “ they  mi°kt  as 
well  have  been  sent  to  sift  sea-sand  for  the  philosopher’s  stone.”  He  himself  returned  to 
his  house,  accompanied  by  three  policemen,  in  his  gig,  and  aimed  to  the  teeth.  Not 
long  ago,  a party  of  men  walked  into  the  house  of  this  gentleman  in  the  noon-day,  and 
having  placed  him  on  his  knees,  and  sworn  him  not  to  take  proceedings  against  any 
of  the  party  whom  he  might  recognise,  took  all  the  arms  they  could  find?  It  is  a 
matter  of  the  commonest  occurrence  to  see  a countryman  strolling  about  with  a new  fowl- 
ing-piece under  his  arm ; and  the  small  country  gunsmiths  are  busied  day  and  night  in 
repairing  all  sorts  of  fire-arms.  Cases  of  guns  and  pistols  are  imported  from  Birmingham  to 
every  country  town,  and  disposed  of  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  obtained.  Every  o°ie  says, 
“ the  worst  is  to  come.”  In  reference  to  this  subject,  however,  it  is  to  be  believed  that 
much  needless  alarm  exists.  Sufficient  consideration  is  not  paid  to  the  circumstance  that 
up  to  a very  recent  period  the  Irish  peasantry  had  no  right  to  carry  arms ; that  they  are 
naturally  very  fond  of  field  sports ; and  that  the  exercise  of  a right  but  newly  acquired  is, 
from  its  very  novelty  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  was  acquired  in  this 
particular  instance,  apt  to  be  carried  to  an  excess.  No  doubt  too  but  that  many  of  these 
purchases  of  arms  have  been  made  by  the  better  orders  of  farmers,  who  are  afraid  of  attacks 
on  their  property,  and  who  are  tempted  to  buy  them  by  the  great  cheapness  of  the  Birming- 
ham importations.  Mr.  Labouchere’s  circular,  calling  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Whiteboy  Act,  whereby  persons  are  forbidden  to  appear  armed  by  day  or 
by  night,  except  on  their  lawful  occasions,  is  not  looked  upon  as  likely  to  be  of  very  material 
service  in  meeting  the  evil,  which  certainly  exists  to  a very  alarming  extent.  While  such  is 
the  aspect  of  affairs  at  present,  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  still  more  appalling.  On  every 
side  we  hear  invectives  and  accusations  against  the  Government  for  their  apathy  and  neglect. 
They  are  blamed  for  not  taking  steps  to  send  supplies  of  food  into  the  country,  and  the 
people  here  seem  to  think  that  this  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a Government.  Private  specula- 
tion is  hampered,  they  say,  by  violence,  or  checked  by  want  of  capital.  No  one  will 
embark  his  money  in  purchases  of  grain  or  flour,  when  his  stores  may  be  plundered,  his 
carts  stopped,  and  his  horses  shot.  In  their  mistaken  madness,  the  peasantry  imagine  that 
if  they  keep  the  supplies  of  food  within  the  baronies  where  it  is  produced,  they  will  be  sure 
to  get  it  at  a lower  price  than  if  it  were  brought  into  the  markets  ; and  acting  on  that  idea, 
by  hindering  the  operations  of  trade,  and  the  free  transmission  of  corn  to  the  markets,  they 
increase  the  very  misery  they  seek  to  remedy.  Food  is  augmenting  in  price  every  day,  and 
a person,  on  whose  trustworthiness  and  means  of  information  I have  strong  reliance,  assured 
me  that  there  is  not  at  present  six  weeks’  sustenance  in  the  whole  country.  The  reason 
assigned  for  the  outrage  on  Mr.  Samson’s  horses  last  night,  to  which  I alluded,  is  that  he 
had  sent  in  his  com  to  Ennis  to  get  Is.  3d.  a stone  for  it,  though  he  declares  he  offered  to 
sell  it  at  Is.  a stone  in  Tulla.  Hereafter,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the 
causes  of  the  state  of  things  which  I have  attempted  to  describe,  and  to  lay  before  you 
minute  details  of  the  absolute  condition  of  the  people,  at  which  I have  thus  hastily  and 
generally  glanced. 

On  the  day  after  my  arrival  I proceeded  from  Ennis  to  Tulla,  a district  where  public 
works  have  been  carried  on  to  a great  extent,  and  yvhere  disturbances  also  have  been  very 
general.  In  consequence  of  repeated  outrages  on  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  it  was 
ielt  necessary  by  the  Irish  Government,  a short  time  back,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  those 
works,  as  a salutary  lesson  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  barony.  'I  bis  step  had  the  desired 
effect.  The  people  were  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  their  folly,  and  having  expressed  their 
regret  and  contrition,  the  works  were  resumed,  and  are  now  in  full  progress.  From  Ennis 
to  the  town  of  Tulla,  the  road  for  10  miles  passes  through  a gently  undulating  country, 
with  a wide  extent  of  arable  land,  divided  at  intervals  by  patches  of  bog  or  marsh  laud, 
susceptible  of  great  improvement  by  the  simplest  operations  of  drainage.  At  a short  dis- 
tance from  the  former  town,  my  progress  on  this  road  was  interrupted  by  the  first  of  the 
public  works  which  I had  yet  witnessed.  About  50  men  and  boys,  the  great  mass  of  whom 
were  apparently  farm  labourers  or  small  cottier  tenants,  were  employed  in  breaking  up  one 
0.105.  " 5 Q portion 
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8.0  appendix  to  report  from  the 

portion  of  ‘he  roadway,  leaving  j 

SfgSy  men^1  shrunk  up  as  it  were  with  hunger,  but  working  with  all  the  strength  they 
had  left  They  worked  in  gangs  of  about  15  each  gang  being  superintended  by  a person' 
naa  leic.  iu«y  . * 3 r1 3the  woik.  The  boys  and  old  men  broke  stones  for  road 

appointed  by  /bodied  men  were  cutting  down  the  surface  of  the  road,  and  wheeling 
metal,  while  the  able-bodied  ™where*t  ran  down  the  base  of  a gentle  hill.  They 

it  away  ^ba^VSnit0°sf  parJ  to  be  working  with  all  their  strength,  but  occasionally  a few 
might  bf  observed  who  did  not  seem  to  be  particularly  energetio  It  struck  me  that  all 
those  of  whom  this  observation  was  true  were  generally  better  clad  and  more  comfortable 
tnose  oi  w making  inquiry,  I have  been  informed  that  those 

put  on  the  list  \nt  Who  were  not  disposed  to  work  as 
W as  the  others,  not  being  so  much  in  need  of  the  extra  sums  gained  by  unusual  labour 

0ni?ettekdSctlacriahoiirer  receives  6s.  a week  subsistence-money,  and  at  the  end  of 


the  month  is  paid  his  proportion  of  whatever  surplus  wages  may  have  been  earned  by  the 
™,  to  which  he  belongs1:  The  average  of  h,s  wages  may  be  taken  at  Is.  id.  a day,  and 
fut  If  this  sum  he  has  to  provide  food  tor  from  six  to  seven  persons,  that  being  the  usual 

number  of  each  family  in  ^he  district. 


bread  constitutes  their  ordinary  food,  when  they  are  enabled  to  obtain  it,  and,  at  the 
present  price,  it  is  with  great  difficulty  a labourer  can  find  very  moderate  meals  for  lus 
Family,  from  morning  to  night.  As  one  of  them  said  to  me  “We  all  go  to  bed  hungry 
and  we  all  get  up  hungry.”  They  are  exposed  also  to  great  losses,  through  the  want  ot 
some  prope?  emporiums  for  the  supply  of  food.  Wherever  public  works  are  carried  on. 
Sere  is  sure  to  spring  up  a fungus  growth  of  small  dealers,  who  derive  a large  profit  on  the 
safe  of  bread  and  otfirr  liecessartes,  and  who  too  often  take  advantage  of  the  neediness  and 
poverty  of  the  labourer,  and  deprive  him  of  a large  portion  of  tie  fruits  of  his  labour. 
Money  is  more  plentiful  than  ever  it  was  before,  in  consequence  of  the  payments  being 
made  L cash,  a thing  comparatively  new  in  this  part  of  the  world  ; and  if  a stranger  were 
not  to  make  inquiries  into  the  real  state  of  the  ease,  he  would  be  disposed  to  think  that  the 

, . mwnoriamiie  limn  iii  times  of  less  distress,  because  of  the  activity  with 

e being  carried  on,  and  the  unusual  quantity  of 


people  were  more  prosperous  than 


which  purchases  of  food  and  necessaries  are  t....0  — - , . . *..  e - 

direr  ia  cbcnlation  among  the  people.  To-morrow  it  is  my  intention  to  visit  a relief  com- 
mittee  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  actual  operation  of  the  present  system,  and  to 
make  minute  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the  people  employed  on  some  very  extensive 
works  in  the  district;  and  now  L will  close  this  letter  with  the  statement  of  a single  fact, 
an  appalling  fact,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be  overrated,  nor  the  consequences  too 
muffireadk.  On  my  journey  to  and  from  Tulla,  a distance  of  20  miles  in  a country 
most  favourable  to  all  the  operations  of  agriculture,  I observed  exactly  three  persons 
en sacred  in  tilling  the  land.  Field  after  field  lay  fallow  and  deserted,  while  thousands  of 
strong  men  were  busy  in  the  midst  of  them,  tearing  up  and  breaking  stones  on  an  old  road. 


Morning  Chronicle,  Thursday,  17  December. 

The  Present  Condition  of  Ireland. 

[From  our  Correspondent.] 

Clare,  12  December. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter,  the  social  evils  which  it  attempted  to  depict  have  been 
aggravated  rather  than  diminished.  The  crisis  which  everyone  dreads,  and  no  one  ca 
define,  seems  gradually  approaching.  Winter,  in  its  severest  form— frost,  ice,  and  snow 
has  closed  in  over  the  country.  Work  is  almost  impracticable  ; disaffection  increases,  an 
so  does  the  difficulty  of  procuring  food.  The  cry  against  the  Government  swells  loude 
and  louder  every  day,  and  with  it  comes  the  protest  of  indignant  and  inactive  Jandloids,  ana 
the  invectives  of  factious  partizans.  In  a short  time  the  Board  of  Works,  or  the  J ieasu  ), 
may  have  to  decide  a great  question — “ Shall  we  give  as  alms  that  money  which  is  11 
quasi  payment  of  useless  or  half-rendered  labour,  or  shall  we  leave  thousands  w io 
work,  to  the  certainty  of  death  by  starvation  ? ” There  can  be  no  exaggeration  in  s * 
the  case  of  the  people  of  this  country.  Even  the  employment  afforded  by  t ie 
Works  scarcely  saves  them  from  perishing  by  famine,  or,  as  a gentleman  of  the  coun  *7  » 

“just  leaves  them  life  enough  to  curse  it,  and  hate  their  rulers.”  By  day  t e 8; 
wretches  steal  turnips  from  the  fields,  and  gnaw  them  in  their  flight.  As  soon  as  ai 
conies,  they  prowl  through  the  pasture  lands,  and  slaughter  sheep  and  oxen  t0  s*  .j , 
hunger.  Not  a night  passes  but  two  or  three  fat  cows  and  five  or  six  sheep  are 
the  farms  in  this  vicinity,  and  eaten  by  the  people.  With  all  this  there  is  an  m 
scarcity  of  food.  The  prices  become  higher  every  market  day,  and  the  supplies  po 
to  all  the  ports  of  the  south  can  barely  keep  them  below  the  famine  level.  rnva  e P 
lation”  has  indeed  lagged  sadly  in  the  rear  of  the  wants  of  the  time,  and  has  mo 
resembled  peculation  than  the  legitimate  operations  of  trade.  The  corn-tac  or,  . ’ 

the  baker,  and  the  small  retail  dealer  wring  absolute  fortunes  out  of  the  hunger  a 
of  the  people.  I have  lately  had  occasion  to  speak  to  many  of  the  peasantry  emp  y 
the  works.  They  all  seem  deeply  thankful  for  the  relief  thus  afforded  them,  X jr 

join  in  representing  the  extremity  to  which  they  are  put  in  providing  sufficient  oo 
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families.  The  general  rule  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Works  is,  that  all  persons  whose 
houses  are  rated  over  6 1.  shall  be  excluded  from  the  works  ; that  in  no  case  shall  more  than 
one  of  each  family  be  employed,  unless  the  latter  be  10  in  number,  when  two  may  be  placed 
on  the  lists,  and  that  this  number  shall  never  be  exceeded  under  any  circumstances.  Here- 
after it  will  be  my  business  to  offer  a few  remarks  with  respect  to  the  operation  of  the  first 
rule.  I shall  now  call  your  attention  to  the  substance  of  the  many  statements  which  have 
been  made  to  me  respecting  the  effects  of  the  latter. 

The  average  number  to  each  family  in  this  city,  including  all  classes,  is  6 5.  Separating 
the  higher  and  middle  from  the  lower  classes,  this  average  increases  to  7;  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  invariable  rule  in  Ireland,  the  number  of  the  family  becomes  greater 
in  proportion  to  the  destitution  of  the  people.  This  regulation  of  the  Board,  then,  presses 
with  particular  severity  on  the  occupants  of  fourth-class  houses,  who  may  be  generally 
reckoned  at  from  7 to  10,  and  is  much  less  felt  by  those  who  receive  from  the  public 
works  an  equal  amount  of  money  for  the  maintenance  of  smaller  families.  It  is  of  course 
absolutely  necessary  that  some  such  rule  should  be  made  and  enforced ; but  there  are  many 
cases  where  the  rigid  observance  of  it  would  be  cruel  and  unjust.  Now,  it  may  be  fairly- 
stated,  that  previous  to  the  present  awful  calamity,  when  the  people  subsisted  on  potatoes, 
each  man  could  maintain  his  family  of  six  for  4 d.  or  od.  a day.  That  sum  would  have  pro- 
vided two  meals  of  potatoes,  of  at  least  14  lbs.  each,  for  his  entire  family.  Let  us  see  how 
he  is  placed  at  present.  The  average  of  the  wages  earned  under  the  Board  of  Works  is 
about  Is.  per  diem.  With  this  sum  the  labourer  has  to  procure  food,  consisting  of  bread, 
or  oaten  meal  or  cake,  for  six  persons.  The  present  price  of  oatmeal  in  this  market  is 
2 s.  10  d.  per  stone,  but  the  dealer’s  profits  on  that  article,  when  sold  in  smaller  quantities, 
make  it  about  3s.  per  stone.  It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  if  the  labourer  were  to  keep 
within  his  wages,  lie  could  afford  little  more  than  one-third  of  a stone  of  oaten  meal  per 
day  for  his  whole  family.  But  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  subsist  on  dry  bread  or  por- 
ridge alone.  It  requires  some  “kitchen  ” with  it,  and  the  use  of  very  bad  coffee  and  worse 
sugar  has  become  very  general  in  consequence.  To  provide  these,  the  poor  man  is  obliged 
to  lessen  the  quantity  of1  solid  food.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  then,  that  there  are  many 
families  whose  whole  subsistence  per  head  consists  of  1 lb.  of  oaten  meal  divided  into  two 
meals  each  day,  and  eked  out  with  a cup  of  some  horrid  compound  called  coffee.  But  if 
there  are  many  who  live  on  this  limited  allowance,  there  are  hundreds  who  have  not  even 
the  half  of  it ; and  in  proportion  with  the  destitution  of  the  family,  the  average  of  their  food 
is  lowered.  One  man  told  me  that  he  could  eat  5 d.  worth  of  bread  a day  himself,  at  id. 
per  lb. ; that  he  had  a family  of  nine  to  maintain  on  10  d.  a day,  so  that  if  he  satisfied  his 
appetite,  he  would  leave  but  5 lb.  of  bread  to  be  divided  among  eight  people  for  their  day’s 
subsistence.  Among  the  many  evils  a potato  diet  brought  with  it  was,  that  of  creating  an 
inordinate  appetite.  The  deficiency  of  nutriment  was  made  up  by  an  increased  bulk  of  food, 
and  the  stomach  underwent  an  unnatural  enlargement,  which  it  has  not  yet  recovered.  In 
general,  however — indeed,  I believe  universally — the  people  are  not  averse  to  their  change  of 
diet.  They  would  like  it,  “ if  they  had  enough  of  it.”  It  gives  them  better  strength  to  work, 
they  say,  and  enables  them  to  labour  for  a more  lengthened  period.  This  is  the  condition  of 
the  people  on  the  works.  This  is  the  condition  of  the  people  under  a system  which  threatens 
to  swallow  up  the  rental  of  the  country  in  making  useless  new  roads  and  spoiling  useful  old 
ones.  They  are  half  fed  and  disaffected ; they  are  not  grateful,  nor  are  they  quiet.  The 
land  lies  untilled ; the  plough  rusts  ; day  by  day  the  live  stock  is  lessening,  and  must  soon 
disappear  altogether.  The  pig,  the  old  familiar  roadside  rambler,  the  inhabitant  of  every 
cabin,  has  disappeared  altogether,  and  left  nothing  to  replace  him.  One  circumstance  struck 
me  most  forciblj-,  as  a proof  of  the  poverty  of  the  people,  a proof  almost  as  strong  as  the 
fulness  of  the  workhouses.  Every  one  who  has  ever  travelled  through  Ireland,  must  have 
observed  and  execrated  the  swarms  of  curs  of  low  degree  which  infested  every  village,  and 
whose  sole  duties  appeared  to  consist  in  barking  at  the  passing  traveller,  and  keeping  the 
pigs  in  order.  Every  cabin,  indeed,  kept  its  dog  and  its  pig.  Neither  of  them  are  seen  any 
longer.  The  races  seem  to  have  become  extinct ; and  any  one  who  knows  the  affection  with 
which  both  of  them  were  regarded  by  the  poor  Irishman,  will  readily  believe  that  his  neces- 
sities were  great  indeed  when  he  was  compelled  to  part  with  them. 

And  is  there  no  hope  that  things  will  mend?  None  whatever,  as  long  as  the  present 
system  continues.  Nay,  there  is  every  probability  that  pauperization  will  spread  rapidly, 
and  creep  from  class  to  class,  till  none  are  so  high  and  none,  so  prosperous  that  they  can 
hope  to  escape  its  embraces.  The  man  who  last  month  had  four  cows  and. two  stacks  of 
corn,  has  now  but  two  cows  and  one  stack : next  month  will  see.  him  with  neither.  And 
then  what  was  he  to  do  but  “ go  upon  the  works  ”?  And  does  he  care  for  that  1 No;  for 
he  sees  every  one  of  his  class  and  stamp  reduced  to  the  same  necessity ; he  hears  the  plan 
debated  too,  and  lie  takes  no  steps  to  remedy  an  evil  which  he  is  taught  to  consider  as 
inevitable.  If  he  would  till  his  land  he  could  not.  He  has  no  seed,  no  capital  to  get  it, 
and,  worst  of  all,  he  can  get  no  labourers  to  do  it : they  are  all  “ on  the  works.  He  can- 
not pay  his  landlord,  because,  in  default  of  other  means  of  subsistence,  be  must  live  on  his 
stock  of  cattle  or  grain;  and  his  landlord  in  turn  cannot  meet  the  demands  of  the  rate- 
collector,  the  tradesman,  or  the  mechanic.  And  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  landlord  during 
this  emergency?  He  is  allowing  the  means  whereby  he  lives — he  is  allowing  his  substance 
and  the  value  of  his  land  to  be  merged  for  ever  in  heaps  of  broken  stones  or  useless  miles  ot 
causeway,  whilst  he  amuses  himself  with  invective  against  Lord  John  Russell  or  Mr. 
Labouehere;  accuses  them  of  indifference  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  which  he  does  not 
seem  very  ready  to  rectify;  and  spends  his  time  in  arguments  about  the  townland  or 
electoral  division  system,  and  in  abuse  of  the  Board  of  Works.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
0.105.  5 Q 2 that 


Appendix  (B.) 

Extracts  from  the 
Morning  Chronicle. 
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Appendix  (13.)  that  there  are  not  many  most  excellent  and  sensible  men  in  this  country,  who  do  their  duty 
like  men  and  Christians,  and  have  met  the  evils  of  the  times  by  every  means  in  their  power. 

Extracts  from  the  But  one  and  all,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  accuse  the  Government  of  gross  neglect  of 

Morning  Chronicle,  the  interests  of  the  country,  because  they  have  not  established  depots  of  food,  or  sent  sup- 

plies  into  the  country  on  their  own  responsibility.  One  and  all,  they  hold  the  Government 

responsible  for  the  dreadful  events  which  form  the  subject  of  their  daily  prophecies.  The 
landlords  say,  that  not  only  is  it  impossible  for  them  to  act  on  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  on 
the  electoral  division  system,  hut  that  Government  knew  the  fact  when  that  letter  was 
issued.  And  this  assertion  will  be  made  to  you  by  the  very  first  men  in  the  country — 
“ Give  us  the  townland  system;  that  is  all  we  want;  then  everything  will  go  well.  Every 
landlord  will  then  be  his  own  steward,  the  people  will  be  employed,  the  land  will  be 
improved,  and  we  shall  be  enabled  to  meet  our  proportion  of  taxation  as  the  instalments 
fall  due.”  In  my  next  letter  I will  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which,  as  these  gentlemen  say,  render  the  introduction  of  a system  of  reproductive  labour 
under*  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  impossible  in  this  country,  and  will  now  merely  call  your 
attention  to  the  frequent  cases  of  obstruction  offered  by  persons  whose  privilege  it  should  be 
to  act  in  concert  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  to  the  geullemen  employed  by  the  Board  of 
Works.  It  is  impossible  to  deny,  that  in  the  discharge  of  the  enormous  task  which  has 
devolved  upon  them,  the  Board  has  frequently  been  obliged  to  resort  to  persons  who  were 
not  of  the  very  highest  competency  or  fitness  for  their  offices.  In  fact  they  cannot  find 
engineers  for  the  public  works;  and  the  same  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  a greater 
degree  with  respect  to  proper  check-clerks,  pay-clerks,  overseers,  and  gangsmen.  Now,  in 
many  instances  instead  of  endeavouring  to  assist  the  Board  to  remedy  these  unavoidable 
evils,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  what  has  been  the  conduct 
of  the  landlords?  Why  to  thwart,  obstruct,  and  irritate  them  ; to  pick  out  faults,  to  ferret 
out  charges,  and  make  accusations  against  men  whose  ordinary  duties  are  onerous  and 
harassino-  enoucrh  already.  On  Wednesday  last  I was  informed  that  there  would  be  a 
meeting  of  the  relief  committee  of  Ennistimon.  I proceeded  there  accordingly;  but  011  my 
arrival  I found  that  the  meeting  of  the  relief  committee  had  been  metamorphosed  into  a 
court  of  inquiry  to  hear  certain  charges  of  “ discourtesy,”  &c.,  preferred  by  Major  Mac- 
namara,  m.p.,  against  Mr.  Millett,  assistant  engineer.  For  three  long  hours  that  court  of 
inquiry  sat  investigating  the  most  trumpery  charges.  By  degrees  the  blood  of  the  inves- 
tigators became  heated  ; the  accused  gentleman  was  admitted  to  be  guilty  of  discourtesy  in 
the  wording  of  a note.  Captain  Wynne,  the  inspecting  officer,  produced  from  the  Board  of 
Works  a charge  made  against  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  m.p.,  a member  of  the  committee,  with 
respect  to  his  employment  of  his  tenantry  on  the  public  works,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  of 
his  neighbour,  Dean  Stackpoole,  by  the  agent  of  the  latter  gentleman  ; and  then  the  storm 
burst  forth  in  all  its  fury.  Mr.  O’Brien  raved  against  Captain  Wynne,  Dean  Stackpoole, 
his  agent,  Government,  and  the  Board  of  Works.  They  were  all  accused  of  conspiracy; 
and  the  whole  meeting  broke  up  in  a frenzy  of  excitement,  which  very  nearly  “ eventuated  ” 
in  the  exercise  of  physical  force.  And  while  all  this  was  going  on  in-doors,  thousands  of 
poor  starving  creatures  were  lying  outside,  in  the  confident  trust  that  their  natural  guides 
and  leaders  were  engaged  within  in  devising  means  to  save  them  from  famishing  of  hunger. 
Surely  their  loud  cry  of  “What  have  your  Honours  done  for  us?”  as  the  door  was  opened, 
should  have  touched  those  gentlemen’s  hearts.  A more  disgraceful  scene  it  never  was 
my  misfortune  to  witness  than  that  which  was  exhibited  in  Ennistimon  court-house  oil 
Wednesday  last;  and  ihe  only  cheering  fact  which  could  reconcile  me  to  it  was,  that  it 
formed  a striking  contrast  to  even  the  most  turbulent  relief  committee  that  has  yet  assembled 
in  Clare. 


Morning  Chronicle,  Friday,  1 January  1847. 

The  working  of  the  present  system  in  its  ostensible  bearing  is  observable  in  the  hasty 
and  ill-formed  roads,  which  will  reflect  no  credit  on  the  Board  of  Works  hereafter.  As  to 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Board  in  this  city,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  with  respect  to  their 
zeal,  diligence,  and  ability.  All  that  men  could  do  to  prevent  abuse  and  ensure  the  success 
of  the  system,  they  have  done ; but  they  have  failed  where  no  men  could  have  succeecled. 
How  could  one  chief  engineer  superintend  the  business  of  nearly  30,000  labourers?  And  it 
lie  depended  on  his  subordinates,  young  inexperienced  men,  picked  off  the  debris  of  the 
railway  failures  of  last  session,  what  could  we  expect?  I saw  a number  of  men  this  week, 
engaged  in  building  a sea-wall  near  Moher:  they  had  scarcely  a proper  implement  among 
them  ; a few  pickaxes  and  sledges,  and  one  or  two  barrows,  constituted  their  whole  materiel, 
so  that  they  worked  like  savages,  taking  up  the  stones  and  mortar  in  their  hands,  and  carry- 
ing them  from  place  to  place  as  they  were  required.  On  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  they  had 
not  been  visited  by  any  engineer  for  nearly  a fortnight,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
this  case  was  not  very  singular.  The  Board  offer  as  ail  excuse  the  impossibility  of  having 
implements  and  proper  officers ; but  this  is  ouly  an  excuse,  and  is  a plea  of  guilty  to  the 
charge  that  they  are  not  equal  to  the  task  imposed  upon  them.  As  to  the  impositions 
which  are  practised  under  the  present  system,  in  spite  ot  the  pains  taken  by  the  officers  or 
the  Board  to  detect  and  frustrate  them,  I can  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  they  are 
monstrous  and  enormous.  What  do  you  think  of  a man  with  250  acres  in  the  parish  01 
Kilunley,  who  is  now  on  the  public  works?  My  informant  told  me  the  man  was  very  poor, 
and  that  the  land  was  not  now  fit  for  much  but  grouse  and  snipe;  but  it  was  not  by  any 
means  irreclaimable.  A still  more  flagrant  case  came  to  my  own  knowledge  a few  daysago- 
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As  1 was  at  the  house  of  a very  influential  member  of  a relief  committee  a resnectable 
looking  peasant  presented  himself  for  the  purpose  of  getting  leave  to  substitute  his  own 
labour  for  that  of  his  horse.  He  earned  about  2s.  Gd.  or  3 s.  a day,  whenever  his  horse  was 
employed  ; hut  as  that  was  not  constantly  the  case,  he  wished  to ‘be  allowed  to  work  him- 
self, and  break  stones,  for  which  he  could  get  about  1 s.  4<Z.  per  cubic  yard.  I was  struck 
by  the  man’s  appearance,  and  asked  him  a few  questions  as  to  his  circumstances.  He  told 
me  that  his  name  was  Daly,  and  that  he  had  nine  in  family;  that  he  was  a tenant  of  Major 
Macnamara,  M.p.,  from  whom  beheld  50  acres  o land;  that  he  paid  60 1.  a year  rent- 
that  he  had  six  cows,  a horse,  &.C.,  and  had  lost  his  whole  crop  of  potatoes.  « But  ’’’ 
said  I,  “a  man  with  all  your  land  ought  to  have  enough  of  grain  to  make  up  for  your  loss.” 
His  answer,  delivered  with  perfect  nonchalance,  was,  “ Oh,  taith,  then,  your  Honour  when  I 
have  paid  my  rent,  and  kept  a little  for  seed,  it’s  a small  enough  stock  of  grain  I’ll  have  !” 
And  this  man’s  request  was  acceded  to  in  my  presence,  without  a moment’s  hesitation,  and 
for  aught  I know  he  is  at  this  moment  breaking  stones  nut  per  alium,  out  per  se,  for  Is.  4d. 
the  cubic  yard.  When  I expressed  my  surprise  that  so  respectable  a man  should  be  in  such 
a position,  the  gentleman  alluded  to  said,  “ Oh,  he  is  a very  careless  fellow,  and  does  not 
cultivate  his  land  properly ; and,  besides,  he  has  nine  in  family.”  I believe  this  remark 
would  hold  as  good  argument  with  most  relief  committees  for  his  immediate  employment; 
and  it  is  certain  that  there  are  many  similar  cases  in  this  county.  From  the  comparative 
numbers  given  in  the  former  part  of  my  letter  it  is  evident  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
are  “ on  the  roads.”  But  they  are  not  enough  yet ; the  cry  is,  “ still  they  come.”  Such  a 
thing  as  a farmer’s  boy  in  his  place  is  not  to  be  heard  of  now.  They  are  all  on  the  roads,  for 
which  they  have  either  deserted  or  been  driven  away  by  their  masters.  The  class  to  which  these 
men  belonged  is  threatened  with  extinction.  It  was  generally  composed  of  youno-  men  from 
18  to  30  years  of  age,  the  sons  of  labourers  or  small  farmers,  who  hired  themselves  as 
servants  to  all  in  need  of  their  assistance.  Perhaps  they  are  better  off  than  any  class  in 
the  county.  They  received  in  return  for  their  services,  board,  lodging,  washing,  and  from 
4 1.  40  s.  to  Gl.  a year.  They  took  conacre,  or  muckground,  as  it  is  termed  here,  at  a com- 
paratively low  rate  from  their  masters,  say  7 1.  or  8 1.  per  acre.  Their  brothers  and  kinsmen 
and  friends  assembled,  and  tilled  it  for  them — “ gave  them  a day,”  as  it  is  called— and  when 
the  crop  was  in  readiness  they  disposed  of  it  at  a profit  of  from  10 1.  to  12 1.  an  acre  in  the 
market,  or  made  still  larger  sums  by  selling  it  at  usurious  terms  to  the  poorer  farmers  and 
labourers  whose  potatoes  were  not  yet  ripe,  and  who  in  default  of  ready-money  payments 
gave  enormous  interest  for  their  food.  In  this  way  the  farmers’  boys  often  made  money, 
married,  took  land,  and  in  time  became  farmers  themselves.  This  year,  on  the  failure  of 
the  potato  crop,  they  left  the  diseased  produce  in  the  hands  of  the  conacre  men  as  payment 
for  their  lands.  The  farmers  were  often  the  sufferers,  and  stopped  the  wages  of  their  ser- 
vants. Agricultural  operations  were  suspended.  The  masters  wanted  to  get  rid  of  their 
servants,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  were  willing  enough  to  earn  wages  which  could  maintain 
a single  man  by  very  trifling  exertion,  and  the  result  is,  as  I said  before,  that  they  are  all  on 
the  roads. 

The  extent  and  variety  of  intrigue  and  manoeuvring  which  is  resorted  to,  in  order  to  get 
10  d.  a day  from  the  Board,  is  almost  incredible.  A very  intelligent  and  trustworthy  gen- 
tleman informed  me,  that  as  many  persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  at  the  recent  supervision, 
in  consequence  of  having  money  in  the  savings’  bank,  they  adopted  the  expedient  of  with- 
drawing all  their  deposits,  in  order  that  the  circumstance  should  not  operate  against  the 
success  of  any  future  application  for  work.  I fear,  too,  that  there  is  a lamentable  amount 
of  falsehood  and  misrepresentation  in  the  statements  which  they  make  for  the  same 
purpose. 

In  fact,  the  general  amount  of  imposition  is  very  great  under  the  existing  system.  To 
what  magnitude  may  it  not  attain  under  a system  of  private  employment  all  over  the 
country?  And  while  all  this  fraud  and  extravagance  is  going  on,  the  melancholy  fact  stares 
us  in  the  face  that  there  are  hundreds  whom  public  bounty  cannot  reach,  and  for  whom 
there  can  be  no  private  charity.  The  poorest  and  the  most  destitute,  the  least  noisy  and 
the  least  turbulent,  have  the  smallest  chance  of  relief.  While  these  millions  are  to  be  spent 
on  roads  and  drains,  what  will  become  of  the  widow  and  her  children,  when  the  workhouses 
are  full,  and  when  every  man  thinks  that  the  extent  of  his  taxation  ought  to  tighten  up  his 
purse-strings  for  ever?  What  is  to  become  of  the  poor  dweller  on  the  waste,  the  wretched 
cottier  of  the  bog  or  the  mountain,  for  whom  there  are  no  baronial  sessions  and  no  relief 
committees  ? What  is  to  be  done  with  the  miserable  squatter,  whose  voice  cannot  be  heard 
amid  the  cries  of  more  pressing  and  more  immediate  applicants  ? For  him  whose  life  has 
been  a fight  against  famine,  who  has  no  landlord  to  intercede  for  him,  and  no  friend  in  the 
relief  committee,  what  hope  is  there?  He  has  not  even  a neighbour  who  can  assist  him  in 
his  distress.  He  has  no  one  to  care  for  him  but  the  poor  curate  or  the  needy  priest,  and 
they  have  claims  even  stronger  than  his.  Many  of  this  class  have  already  perished  of  star- 
vation. Many  more  must  die  within  a few  days,  if  no  steps  be  taken  to  save  them.  Unless 
active  and  wholesale  measures  of  relief  be  adopted  at  once,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  before 
next  summer  hundreds  will  have  perished,  either  by  fever  or  by  famine,  among  the  high 
roads  and  public  works  of  the  county  Clare  ; and  do  what  we  will,  there  is  an  awful  proba- 
bility that  many  will  be  literally  starved  to  death  before  the  close  of  next  July. 
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Inchiquin  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  - 
Public  works  ------- 

Commencement  of  works  - 

Relief  Committees  : 

1.  Constitution  and  duties  of  committees  - 

2.  Examination  into  the  irregularities  stated 

to  prevail  in  their  working 
Absenteeism  ------ 

Carrigaholt  relief  committee  - 
Chairmen  of  relief  committees  - 

C/are  Abbey  and  Killonc  relief  committee 
Clondegad  relief  committee  - 

Committee-men  ------ 

Co-operation  of  relief  committees  - 

Corcomroe  relief  committee  - 
Corofin  relief  committee  - 

Ennistimon  relief  committee  - 
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937 
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898 
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937 
882 
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937 
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863 
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906 
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940 
86i 
865 
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869 

870 

876 
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Relief  Committees — continued. 

Government  officers  - 

Inchecronan  relief  committee  - 

Inchiquin  relief  committee  - 

Impeding  officers  - 

Instructions  - 

Intimidation,  3 - - - 

Kildysart  relief  committee  - 

Kilfenora  relief  committee  - 

Kilkee  relief  committee  - 

Killilagh  (or  Fisher-street)  relief  committee 

Kilmaly  and  Incite  relief  committee 

Kilmoon  and  Killeely  relief  committee 

Kilmurry  relief  committee  - 

Kilrush  relief  committee  - 

Landowners  - - • - 

Liscannor  relief  committee  ... 

Relief  (or  labour ) - 

Revision  of  lists  - 

Relief  districts  ------ 

Burren  New  Quay  relief  district 
Ennistimon  relief  district  - - - 

Killeely  ------ 

Killilagh  relief  district  - 
Kilmurry  relief  district  - 

Liscannor  relief  district  - 
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940 

863 

881 

912 
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Relief  (or.  Labour)  Lists: 

1.  Generally  -----  941 

2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  the  making 

out  and  keeping  the  labour  lists  - - 941 

3.  Practice  that  obtained  for  the  Govern- 

ment officers  ( especially  the  subordinate 
officers ) to  put  men  on  the  works 
without  consulting  the  committees  - 942 

4.  Responsibility  thrown  by  the  committees 

upon  the  Government  officers,  as  to 
striking  off  improper  persons  - - 942 

5.  Order  of  the.  Board  of  Works,  of 

12  March  1847,  for  reducing  the 
numbers  on  the  lists  - - - - 943 


Acreage  • 

Aged  people  - 
Ballyvaughan  relief  district  - 
Carhuduff  townland 
Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  relief  lists 
Clondegad  relief  lists 
Comfortable  circumstances 
Corcomroe  relief  lists 
Corofin  relief  lists 
Ennistimon  relief  lists  - 
Fraud  and  imposition 
Inchiquin  relief  lists 
Instructions  - 
Islands,  Barony  of,  relief  lists 
Kilfenora  relief  lists 
Killilagh  relief  lists 
Kilmaly  and  Incite  relief  lists 
Kilmoon  relief  lists 
Kilmurry  relief  lists 
Liscannor  relief  lists 
Macnamara,  Major,  1 - 
O’Bnen,  Mr.  Cornelius , 1 
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Relief  /'or  Labour ) Lists — continued. 
Registry  of  applicants  - - - 

Relief  committees,  2 
Revision  if  lists  - 
Single  men  - 
Supplemental  lists  - 


Rent 

Loan  fund,  Ennistimon 

Revision  of  lists  - - - 

Ballyvaughan  relief  district 
Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  relief  lists  - 
Corofin  relief  lists,  3 
Ennistimon  relief  lists  - - - 

Islands,  Barony  of,  relief  lists 
Killi/agh  relief  lists  - 

Kilnialy  and  Incite  relief  lists  - 
Stoppage  if  the  works  - - - 

Roman-catholic  clergy  - 

Clergy,  The  - - ' - 

Lynch,  Rev.  Mr.  - 

Quin,  Rev.  Mr.  - - - - 

Shannon,  Rev.  Timothy 

Sheehan,  Rev.  John  - 

Welsh,  Rev.  Mr.  - - - - 


Seed 

Sheehan,  Rev.  John  ------ 

Ennistimon  relief  lists  - 

Stackpoole,  Dean  : 

1.  Charges  brought  by  Mr.  Westropp  on  behalf 
of  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  against 
the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  and  its 
chairman,  Mr.  C.  O'Brien  : 

1.  General  nature  of  those  charges 

2.  Investigation  instituted 

3.  Result  of  the  inquiry;  report 

made  by  Captain  Wynne ; 
whether  justified  by  the  evi- 
dence - 

4.  Statements  in  that  report  as  to 

the  indisposition  of  the  people 
to  give  evidence  - 

II.  Letters,  reports,  §c.  referring  thereto 
Corcomroe  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  II. 
Liscannor  relief  lists,  II.  - 
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940 
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Stoppage  of  the  works  - 
Subscriptions 

Subsistence-money 

Idleness  of  the  people 
Task-work  - 
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Task-work 
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877 

881 

911 
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954 
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881 


Contract  work 
fraud  and  imposition 
Measurement  of  the  work 
Subsistence-money 
W ages  ... 

Threatening  notices 


- S70 

- 889 

- 925 

- .952 
953 

- 953 


Tillage 


Corcomroe  extraordinary  presentment 


sessions, 


Inchiquin  extraordinary  presentment  sessions 
Labouchere’s,  Right  Hon.  Henry , Letter 


Wages  .... 
Agriculture  - 
Measurement  if  the  work 
Payment  of  wages  - 
Rent  - 

Subsistence-money 
Task-work  - 


West  Clare 

State  of  the  country 


953 

871 

yo6 

9H 

953 
861 
925 
936 
942 
95'2 
952 

954 
951 


949 

949 


Whitty,  The  Very  Rev.  Archdeacon  - ojr 

Corcomroe  extraordinary  presentment  sessions, 

1-2 871 

Ennistimon  relief  committee,  2 - - - S80 

Inchiquin  extraordinary  presentment  sessions, 

I.  2 - fj0- 

Wotnen  - --  --  --  - 957 


949 


950 

950 

874 

919 


Wtnxe,  Captain: 

1.  Generally  .....  964 

2.  His  appointment  to  the  district  of  West 

Clare ; danger  in  which  placed  whilst 
there ; his  withdrawal  - - - 964 

3.  Opinion  entertuined  by  the  Board  of 

Works  as  to  his  letters;  his  own  ex- 
planation of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  written  - 964 


State  of  the  country  - 

- 951 

“ Morning  Chronicle,"  The  - 

- 928 

Outrages  ----- 

- 936 

Stewards  ------ 

- 951 

Appointment  of  officers  - - - 

- 86 1 

Check-clerks  and  stewards 

- 865 

Committee-men  - - - - 

- - 869 

Intimidation,  2 

- 910 

M‘Mahon,  Patrick  - 

- 923 

Raughan  ( or  Rowan),  Matthew 

- 939 

Stock 

- 951 

Comfortable  circumstances 

- 868 

Land 

- 915 

4.  Testimony  in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne’s 

conduct  as  inspecting  officer  - - 964 

5.  Testimony  to  a contrary  purport  - - 965 

C.  Papers,  reports,  tyc.  laid  before  the 

Committee  .....  965 


Administration  of  relief  - - - - 861 

Appointment  of  officers  -----  861 

Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  relief  committee  - 866 
Clondegad  relief  lists  -----  867 

Corcomroe  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  - 870 

Corofin  relief  committee  ....  876 

Gamble,  Mr.  ------  8g4 

Gentry,  The  ------  894 

Gordon,  Captain  ------  898 
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JVyxxe,  Captain — continued.  ragc. 

Government  officers  -----  898 
Inchiquin  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  - 9°® 
J.abouchere,  Right  Hon.  Henry  - - - 9’  + 

Labouckere's,  Right  Kon.  Henry,  Letter  - 914 
Liscannor  relief  committee  - 91® 

Liscannor  relief  lists,  I.  3 - - “ 919 

Macnamara,  Major,  3 - 924 

Members  for  Clare  -----  925 
Milktt,  Mr. 


Wynne,  Captain— continued.  p,?e_ 

O'Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius  ----- 
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Relief  committees,  2 - - - - - g^0 
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Threatening  notices  -----  g- 3 

West  Clare  -------  93  ^ 


INDEX- 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


[ S(h  ] 


INDEX. 


[N.B. — In  this  Index,  Rep.  p.  Hi,  &c.  refers  to  the  Page  of  the  Report ; the  Figures  following  the 
Names  of  the  Witnesses,  Wynne  50,  &c.  to  the  Numbers  of  the  Questions ; and  App.  p.  to  the 
Page  of  the  Appendix.] 


ABSENTEEISM.  Proportion  of  the  land  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  in  the  posses- 
sion of  absentees,  Gamble  2413 Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  are  the  only 

resident  gentry,  Whilty  4457 Large  properties  in  the  district  possessed  by  several 

absentees,  Fishbourne  5433 There  are  no  resident  landlords  in  a great  many  of  the 

districts,  Cullinam  101 10.  10132 There  is  not  one  resident  landowner  in  Kilmoon  or 

Kilmealy,  Fallon  10361 There  are  no  resident  landlords  in  the  Liscannor  district 

except  Mr.  O’Brien,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12045. 

Absentees  do  not  generally  employ  labourers,  Hill  7877 The  paucity  of  gentlemen 

on  the  relief  committees  is  to  be  attributed  to  absenteeism,  Morris  8551 Attendance 

of  the  agents  of  absentees  at  the  committees,  ib.  8720-8725 Neglect  of  duty  by 

absentee  landowners  and  their  agents  in  not  attending  the  relief  committees  or  giving 
employment.  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9242-9255.  9304-9306. 

See  also  Buckingham,  Duke  of.  Conyngham,  Marquess.  Fitzgerald,  Sir  William. 

Presentments.  Thomond,  Marquess  of.  Westby,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Colonel. 

Abuses.  See  Frauds  and  Impositions. 

Accounts.  Officers  by  whom  the  accounts  were  made  up,  Gamble  2970-2972. 

See  also  Inspection  of  Correspondence,  Accounts,  Spc.  Pay  Sheets. 

Acreage.  Irish  acres  are  mentioned  in  the  employment  lists ; difference  between  an 
English  and  an  Irish  acre,  Wynne  1874,  1875. 

Administration  of  Relief . Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” of  17  December  1846, 
respecting  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Works  for  the  administration  of  relief 

Ev.  p.  323,  and  App.  p.  852 Stringency  with  which  Captain  Wynne  acted  upon  the 

rule  he  laid  down  with  reference  to  the  selection  of  persons  for  employment;  gentlemen 
with  whom  he  consulted  previously  to  adopting  such  rule;  cognizance  the  Board  of 

Works  had  of  it,  Wynne  14371-14385.  14504,  14505 Greater  stringency  of  the  rule 

followed  by  Captain  Gordon  in  this  respect,  Gordon  Views  urged  upon 

witness  by  members  of  committees  on  some  points  affected  by  this  rule  ; probable  effect 
of  a relaxation  of  it,  Wynne  14386-14400. 

Aged  People.  Objections  urged  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  placing  old  and  feeble  men  upon  the 
works,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12566.  12652. 

Agriculture.  Wages  offered  by  the  farmers  in  Clare  to  agricultural  labourers  ; the  latter 

would  not  leave  the  public  works,  Wynne  69-73 General  neglect  of  tillage  until 

recently,  owing  to  the  people  being  employed  on  the  public . works.  Gamble  2218; 

Gordon  351 2-351 8 Effect  of  removing  off  the  works  men  having  ten  acres  of  land,  in 

causing  a large  extent  of  land  to  be  cultivated  that  otherwise  would  have  been  neglected, 
Gordon  6275 Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” of  14  December  1846,  regard- 

ing the  neglect  of  agricultural  operations  in  the  district  between  Ennis  and  Tulla,  Lv.p. 
321,  and  App.p.  850. See  also  Turnips.  Wages. 

Appointment  of  Officers.  Passage  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  10  December  1846,  allud- 
ing to  the  complaints  of  the  gentry  of  having  been  deprived  of  their  patronage ; Major 
Macnamara’s  complaints  on  this  head,  Wynne  1272,  1273.  1281—1290. 1312-1321 
Complaint  of  Major  Macnamara  of  the  inferior  officers  obtaining  their  appointments  bv 
bribery ; how  far  well  founded  ; parties  against  whom  it  eventually  became  directed,  ib. 

1291-1299 Period  at  which  the  change  in  the  regulations  as  to  the  appointment  of 

officers  took  place,  ib.  1300-1315 Parties  with  whom  the  appointment  of  stewards, 

overseers,  and  gangers  rested ; desire  of  the  relief  committees  to  exercise  this  patronage, 

ib.  1994;  Gamble  2842-2847 Persons  recommended  by  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr. 

O’Brien  for  those  offices;  refusal  of  witness  to  employ  a person  sent  by  the  former, 
Millett  5034-5040 — —Dissatisfaction  given  to  the  relief  committees  by  the  trans- 
0.105.  5 R 3 *er 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


APP 


BOA  [CFajpt.  ©Sigmtc’e 


8 Cr2 


Report,  1 847 — continued. 


Pl  of  the^opotatment  of  stewards  and  cheek  clerks  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 

Works  Bill  7P890- Letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  datedjo  December  1846,  coptaming 

the  passage  as  to  patronage,  complained  of,  App.p. 


_ x ;66 Complaints  of  the  subor- 

ilaces  by  jobbing  or  presents  ; they  were  not  proved, 


^°f)'eBi0rMOptQ4()Sia Maa^^-'fhe’  appointment  of  stewards  was  the  subjecrimitier 
rfcomptaint  against  Mj.  Millett  by  Mnjo.  Macnamara,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  10558. 


Baillie  Captain  George.  (Analysis  of  his  Evldence.)-Cap  tnn  ill  the  Royal  Engineers, 

“ lqo_iwaa  inspfoting  officer  in  Clare  from  24  September  to  24  October  184b ; pre- 
ceded Captain  O’firien  of  the  Artillery,  who  was  succeeded  by  Captain  Wynne.  4591- 
4kqoI Attempts  made  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  to  pnt  people  possessing 

land  and  cows  ^id«t  mspolSyo! 

puttil'taproper  pemons  on  the  lists  rested  with  the  particular  individual  putting  them 
on  4605-4613— -Extent  to  which  members  of  commi  tees,  especially  Mr.  O Brien,  put 
ffieifown  tenants  on  the  lists;  practice  that  obtained  of .putting  tte : superior  class  of 
people  on  the  lists  before  the  poorest  class;  on  what  grounds  justified,  4614  4646. 

Report  made  by  witness  10  the  Commissioners,  dated  16  October  1846,  relative  to  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  ofthelfith;  accuracy  of  that  report,  4637-4640 —Complaints 
made  by  Major  Macnamara  on  that  occasion  as  to  the  jobbing,  and  the  di  ay 
the  commencement  of  the  works;  how  far  these  remark s wen i addressed  to  w^ itn  s ; 
other  nersons  ioininw  in  these  complaints,  4641-4653.  4711-4719  Attempts  wit 
ness  made  to  bring  "the  regular  business  before  the  committee;  use  made  of  the 
word  " selecting”  fn  reference  to  a selection  of  individuals  for  a certain  work;  opposl- 
•worn  selecting,  ,fjr0 Opposition  made  by  the  entire  committee 

(excepting  the  chairman,  Mr.  Archdeacon  Whitty)  to  witness’s  views ; warmth  displayed 
by  several;  how  far  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  4660-4673.  47°9.  4710-  47-7-4730. 

■ Attempt  made  by  the  committee  to  pass  resolutions  and  proceed,  whether  the  works 
were^anettoned  by  Government  or  /at,  4674.  468^085-— Statement  of  Mr.  John 
O’Brien  that  the  Government  should  employ  every  person  who  chose  to  go  upon  the 
woks  whetLr  destitute  or  not;  his  opinion  that  the  fact  of  I ^ 

wae  o test  of  poverty  4675-4607 Remonstrances  witness  offeied  to  the  passing  ot  me 

resolutions  ; ePffect  lie  stated  they  would  have  as  respected  his  p evsonalsafe  7^ 

4720 Excitement  produced  at  the  meeting  by  the  letters  of  the  Under  ^ec'eiarj  , 

ivhat  grounds,  4720,  4721 Amount  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  lev1^ 

large  proportion  it  bore  to  the  whole  value  of  the  district ; reason  for  supposin0  the  land 
would  be  able  to  pay  in  the  course  of  years,  4722-4726. 

Baillie,  Captain  (and  Lieutenant).  Captain  Baillie  was  the  first  inspector  who  came  to 
West  Clare;  his  complaints  of  the  opposition  he  met  with,  'rankle : S3-1 --3-4 
Lieutenant  Baillie  preceded  Captain  Wynne;  neither  attended  the  K.U.  agh  cimmitt^, 

fn  linn  l oa^i— I04r>5.  10777-1077Q Letter  from  Lieutenant  Baillie  to  Mr.  > 

dated  16  1SctobCTlB46,7  reporting  meeting  of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee,  App- 
p.  788. See  also  Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  I.  3. 

Ball.  Major  W.  B.  Letter  of,  dated  10  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  expressing 
approval  of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Eo.p.  143;  and  App.  P- 795- 
BaUyvaughan  Relief  District.  Threatened  stoppage  of  the  works  in  this  district  in  conse- 
quence  of  the  committee  not  revising  the  lists,  Eishboume  5345* 

JBalhjvnslane  Townland.  Return  of  freeholders  placed  on  the  relief  lists  by  the  Liscannor 
committee  from  this  townland,  the  property  of  Major  Macnamara,  Ev.  p.  9 
Evidence  in  elucidation  of  the  foregoing,  Gamble  5049-5055- 
j Baronial  Superintendents.  Number  of  superintendents  under  the  direction  of  the  j“sP®ct‘n= 
officer;  they  were  in  immediate  communication  with  that  officer,  Moloy  5001  -5  4- 

Barry,  E.  P.  Letter  from  Mr.  Barry  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  9 November  1846,  urging  the 
necessity  of  providing  immediate  employment,  App.  p.  803. 


JBirchfield  Townland.  See  O’Brien , Mr.  Cornelius,  1. 

Board  of  Works.  Observations  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Corofin  committee  (Mr-. 
O’Brien)  on  30  November  1846,  reflecting  on  the  course  pursued  by  the  Board ; 
other  individuals  joined  therein,  Wynne  615-622.  640-645.  r _ 

See  also  Administration  of  Relief.  Government,  The.  Inspecting  Officers, 
structions. 

Boys . 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Boys.  Circumstances  under  which  witness  (chairman  of  the  Clondegad  committee)  directed 
the  check  clerks  to  rate  and  pay  boys  as  men;  how  far  justifiable.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald 

11341-11360.  11369 Practice  prevailing  of  putting  two  boys  on  for  one  man.  Rev. 

Tim.  Shannon  12568-12580 Boys  and  men  in  service  were  not  placed  on  the  list  by 

the  (Liscannor)  committee;  they  got  on  by  indirect  means,  ib.  12645-12651 The 

Liscannov  committee  never  put  servant  boys  on  the  lists ; this  must  be  traced  to  the 

stewards  and  check  clerks,  Higgins  13945-13957 Witness  (local  engineer)  never 

authorized  boys  to  be  rated  as  men;  rule  adopted  as  to  the  employment  of  children; 
immediate  dismissal  of  check  clerks  or  stewards  followed  infringement  of  the  rule. 
Gamble  14506-14512. See  also  Grown-up  Sons. 

Brew,  Mr.  Evidence  as  to  an  hypothetical  observation  made  use  of  by  him  at  the  Corofin 
presentment  sessions,  30  November  1846,  Gamble  2664-2667. 

Brody,  Francis  and  John.  Particulars  as  to  these  persons,  Petty  5735  et  seq. 

Buckingham,  Duke  of.  Owning  property  in  Clare ; apathy  displayed  by  his  under  agent  in 
assisting  to  relieve  the  prevailing  distress,  Gamble  2286. 

Barren,  Barony  of.  Total  number  of  persons  placed  on  the  works  in  the  two  baronies  of 
Burren  and  Corcomroe,  by  the  relief  committees ; comparison  with  the  population,  Gordon 

3502,  3503 This  barony  an  instance  of  the  works  having  been  commenced  without 

any  selection,  Baillie  4694-4696 Large  extent  of  pasture  land  in  the  barony,  Fish- 

bourne  5462 Commencement  of  the  works  in  the  barony  of  Burren  at  an  earlier  period 

than  in  the  Killilagh  district;  impression  prevalent  as  to  the  cause  of  that,  Fallon 
10368-10376. 

Burren  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions.  Extract  from  report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal” 
of  28  January  1847,  of  the  proceedings  at  the  sessions,  App.  p.  841. 

Burren  New  Quay  Relief  District.  Rough  estimate  per  cent,  of  the  number  struck  off  in 
the  Burren  New  Quay  and  Killilagh  districts  by  witness;  violent  opposition  made  by 
the  committees  to  these  persons  being  struck  off,  Gordon  3422-3428 Lists  of  per- 

sons in  the  district  of  New  Quay  placed  on  the  public  works,  distinguishing  those  im- 
properly put  on  ; with  evidence  elucidating  the  same,  ib.  3538  et  seq. 

Burton,  Edward  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence). — Resides  at  Clifton,  in  Corofin 

(Clare);  has  acted  as  magistrate  for  several  years,  3765-3771 Was  present  at  the 

presentment  sessions  at  Corofin  on  30  November  1846  ; number  of  magistrates  and  others 

present,  3772-3783 Object  of  the  meeting;  subjects  discussed,  37S4,  3785 

Length  of  time  the  meeting  lasted ; Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  was  in  the  chair,  3785,  3786 

Period  at  which  witness  left,  the  meeting;  bis  motives  for  leaving;  was  not  the  only 

individual  that  left;  considerable  irritation  prevailing,  3787-3793.  3825-3828.  3859. 


General  feeling  of  the  meeting  in  favour  of  the  tillage ; opinion  expressed  by  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  as  to  its  being  imprudent  to  attempt  what  the  Government  officer  had 
refused  to  sanction;  decided  opinion  expressed  to  that  effect,  3794-3804-: — Other  per- 
sons besides  the  magistrates  and  associated  cess-payers  present  and  taking  part  at  the 
meeting;  irregularity  of  this,  3802.3809-3821.  3853*  3854 Reason  of  Ihe  present- 
ment having  nevertheless  been  made,  3805-3824 Noisy  character  of  the  proceed- 

ings ; imprudent  language  used  by  the  chairman,  latterly  chiefly  addressed  to  Captain 
Wynne;  actual  expressions  used;  personal  affair  made  of  the  matter;  language  and 

demeanour  of  Captain  Wynne,  3825-3847.  3890.  395S-396- Conduct  of  Messrs. 

Gamble  and  Hill  on  the  same  occasion,  3S48-3852. 

Observations  addressed  by  the  chairman  to  the  body  of  the  court;  applause  elicited; 

remark  made  by  witness  that  the  chairman  was  speaking  for  an  election,  3855-3858 - 

Absence  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers  of  anything  like  ill-behaviour  or  want  of 

temper, 3860,  3861 . 3888 Grounds  of  the  excitement  of  the  chairman,  3862-3871—— 

Strong  objections  made  by  hint  to  the  insufficient  supply  of  tools,  387-*  3873  hither 
Mr.  O’Brien  may  be  considered  to  have  spoken  against  the  Board  of  Works  hypothetically 

or  positively,  3874,  3875 None  of  the  magistrates  besides  the  chairman  appeared  to 

be  under  the  influence  of  excitement,  3878. 

Witness  cannot  speak  to  the  truth  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  complaint  as  to  the  want  of  tools; 

in  witness’s  own  neighbourhood  there  was  an  over-abundance,  3S79-3883 -Other 

clergymen  besides  Archdeacon  Whitty  present  at  the  meeting;  part  taken  by  them  in 
respect  to  the  tillage  question,  3884-388S Practice  at  the  ordinary  presentment  ses- 

sions to  permit  persons  not  authorized  by  law  to  take  part  in  the  discussion,  3889- 
Witness  was  a member  of  the  Corofin  relief  committee ; meetings  he  has  attended,  3891- 

3S97- 

Belief  of  witness  that  many  persons  were  put  on  the  relief  lists  who  had  no  clam 

to  be  there,  3898-3900.  3943,  3944 Mode  in  which  business  was  transacted  at  the 

committee;  carelessness  and  indifference  of  both  chairman  and  members;  objection 
made  by  witness  to  the  manner  of  signing  the  lists,  3901-3927.  3949,  395°— 
Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne,  3928 Also  of  the  gentry,  -magistrates,  and  clergy, 

0.105.  5*4  Protestant 
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Report,  1847 —continued. 


Burton,  Edward  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidencej-coritaaeti. 

Protestant  and  Homan-catholic,  3929-3936-3951-3957 -Attendance  of  the  Roman- 

catholic clervy  at  the  meeting  at  Corohn,  393t-3933— Papons  from  witness's  own 
property  were  on  the  relief  lists;  by  whom  put  on;  inquiries  made  into  then-  circum- 
stances  3937""394^* 

Considerable  number  of  persons  struck  off  the  lists  by  the  Board’s  officers ; belief  that 
the  objections  which  led  to  their  being  struck  off  were  well-founded,  3945-3947—- 
witness  does  not  recollect  any  dissatisfaction  being  expressed  by  the  rebel  committee, 

3048 Discussion  amongst  the  magistrates  after  the  meeting  at  Corofb,  as  to  the 

impropriety  and  danger  of  arraigning  the  conduct  of  the  public  officers  m the  pre- 
sence of  tlie  oeoule  3063-3966 Danger  to  winch  Captain  Wynne  was  exposed  from 

W xioLncePof  fbe  peopkfabsence  of  In, thing  in  llis  manner  to  justify  t,  3967-39?? 
: Major  Macnamara  had  nothing  to  do  with  Corofin;  Mr.  O Bnen  has  property, 

3975,  3976. 

Burton  Mr.  E.  W.  Letter  of,  dated  9 March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  expressing  ap- 
proval of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev.  p.lp\o,  and  App.  p.  795  Support 
afforded  by  Mr.  Burton  to  the  Government  officers,  Fahbmmc  5414. 

Burton,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Letter  of,  dated  15  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  expressing 
approval  of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev.  p.  143. 

Butcher  Mr.  Letter  from  Mr.  Butcher  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  5 March  1847,  detailing 
the  treatment  he  received  whilst  inspecting  officer  of  the  eastern  division  of  Clare,  App. 
p.  786. 


Sutler,  Mr.  See  Inchecronan  Relief  Committee. 


Calcott,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  llis  Evidenee.j-Clerk  of  petty  sessions  for  Ennhtimon  and 
Ballvvauo-han ; manages  theEnnistimon  loan  fund ; has  been  in  thenavy,9549  950-9840 
084*3 -Was  present  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  atEnmstimon  on  4 De- 
cember; Major  Macnamara  presided,  9553,9554 Complaint  made  by  the  Major  to 

Mr.  Gamble  of  some  discourtesy  shown  him  by  Mr.  Millett;  in  what  that  discourtesy 

consisted ; reply  of  Mr.  Gamble,  955 5-956? Proposition  then  brought  forward  by 

Mr  O’Brien  for  a presentment  under  Mr.  Labouchere  s letter  for  useful  and  profitable 
works  : general  concurrence  of  the  meeting  in  his  views ; Archdeacon  Whitty  alone  was 
opposed  to  it:  refusal  of  the  Government  officers  to  sign  the  presentment,  95b0-953° 
—Manner  of  Captain  Wynne  on  refusing  to  sign  the  presentment;  opinion  that  it 
was  not  respectful,  9581-9588. 

The  excitement  was  not  greater  than  usual,  9589,  9590 Nothing  occurred  ten cause 

apprehension  of  violence  towards  the  Government  officers,  9591,  959*—— loul  absence 
of  violence  or  of  expressions  calculated  to  give  offence  on  the  part  ol  Mr.  O ,~r  ’ * Jj®5* 

9596 Positions  of  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Captain  Wynne,  and  Major  Macnamara 

the  room,  9597-9604 Respects  in  which  Captain  Wynne  s account  of 

(in  his  letter  of  5 December  1846)  is  incorrect,  9605  et  se?;““Aksen°e  of  o 

the  part  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  tending  to  create  a belief  that  they  came 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  holding  up  the  Government  officers  to  the  resentment 
the  people,  9605-9613. 

Part  taken  in  the  proceedings  by  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court;  they  1 1 
cheer  or  shout,  to  witness’s  recollection,  9614-9623.  9631,  9632— Very  peaceable  and 
quiet  character  of  that  part  of  the  country;  as  much  so  latterly  as  usual,  9024  9 7 

More  excitement  than  ordinary  among  the  poorer  classes  in  procuring  » 

0628-9630 Riots  and  acts  of  violence  lately;  attack  on  Mr.  Millett;  cau,  3 ’p 

evidence  in  support  and  explanation  of  the  assertion  as  to  the  peaceable  * 

the  country,  9633"97°7 Large  number  of  poor  persons  in  the  Ennistimon  1 

on  the  lists  for  employment,  9708,  9709 Advances  made  from  the  loan 

timon  to  persons  on  the  works  on  account  of  wages  due  to  them  ; strict  orde  s D 
granting  loans  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  rent,  9710-9714-  f , 

Witness  was  present  at  the  investigation  on  10  December  into  Mr.  Millett  s c”n  u?  ' 
Mai  or  Macnamara  in  the  chair;  question  that  arose  as  to  whether  the  inves  i- 
should  be  public  or  private;  prevailing  opinion  on  the  bench  that  4 shoul id  P ’ 

07x5-0725 Refusal  of  Captain  Wynne  to  hold  the  investigation  in  the  Pub  , ’ 

terms  and  manner  in  which  he  addressed  Major  Macnamara  ; observation  ma  y 
latter  as  to  Captain  Wynne  not  taking  off  his  hat ; his  reply,  9726-9743- 

Period  at  which  Captain  Wynne  brought  forward  the  letters  of  Mr.  ^es^opp  on 
part  of  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stackpoole,  containing  charges  against  Mr.  /-J  ’ ot- 

manner  of  doing  so;  proceedings  thereupon;  excitement  that  prevailed;^  „ ,=con_ 
JMr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne;  use  made  of  the  words  “contempt  aQ  iracv  «• 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Ccilcott,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 
spiracy,”  9744-9782  Explanation  made  by  Captain  Wynne  when  order  was  restored, 
9783-9785-; — With  the  exception  of  the  excitement  on  the  occasion  of  the  word 
“ contempt’  being  used,  there  was  not  more  than  the  ordinary  excitement  usual  at  meet- 
ings in  Ireland,  9786-9788 No  disposition  to  offer  violence  was  evinced  by  the  people  ; 

witness  heard  no  cheering  outside  the  court-house,  9789-9796 Witness  was  a mem- 

ber of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee  in  1846  ; he  resigned,  9797-9799. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  on  17  December,  into  Mr. 
Westropp’s  charges;  Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair;  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble 

were  present,  9800-9802 Part  taken  thereat  by  Daniel  Neylan  ; witnesses  brought 

up  by  him  ; answers  given  by  them  ; expression  used  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  non- 
proval  of  the  charges,  and  as  to  the  description  of  report  he  should  make,  9803-9819 

Witness  never  saw  anything  to  lead  him  to  the  conclusion  that  the  people  are 

averse  to  giving  evidence,  9820-9822.  9836 Circumstances  which  led  to  his  being- 

present  at  the  investigation,  9823-9827 Unfairness  of  the  statement  in  Captain 

Wynne’s  report  as  to  the  witnesses  being  unwilling  to  substantiate  the  charges;  belief 

that  they  had  every  facility  and  no  aversion  to  come  forward,  9828-9838 General 

high  character  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ; unlikelihood  of  his  oppressing  a man  for  saying  or  doing 

anything  contrary  to  his  wishes  or  feelings,  9839 Equally  high  character °of  Major 

Macnamara,  9844 Large  extent  of  employment  afforded  by  Mr.  Stacpole  O’Brien 

on  the  estate  managed  by  him  in  the  Ennistimon  district,  9845-9850. 

Carhudvff  Townland.  List  of  freeholders  returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee  from  the 

townland  of  Carhuduff,  the  property  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  Ev.  p.  285 Analysis 

of  the  labourers  returned  by  the  committee  as  per  list  signed  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien/  ib. 

]).  286 Evidence  in  elucidation  of  the  foregoing.  Gamble  5041-504S Assistance 

afforded  to  Mr.  Gamble  in  making  out  this  list,  D.  O'Brien  6769-68 1 7.  6912-6915. 

6943-6948;  Neylan  7007  et  seq.  7237-7348  ; Gamble  7187-7234 Particulars  as  to 

various  names  in  the  list,  _D.  O’Brien  6916-6975.  6983-7000;  Neylan  7026  et  seq.; 

Rev.  Tim.  Shannoii  12068  et  seq.' Size  of  the  townland  ; quality  of  the  soil,  D.  O’Brien 

6921-6929.  6939-6942. 

See  also  Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  II.  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius , 1. 

Carrig,  Pierce.  Notice  served  011  the  engineers  and  overseers  threatening  them  with  the 
fate  of  Pierce  Carrig ; he  was  shot,  Gamble  2563,  2564. 

Carrigaholt  Relief  Committee.  Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  15  January 
1847,  extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  App.p.  831. 

Casey,  Mr.  Particulars  as  to  tenants  of  his,  placed  on  the  relief  lists  of  the  parish  of 
Kilmurry,  Fishbourne  5270-5273.  5293~5295-  5299>  5300.  5354-5357- 

Cattle.  See  Stock. 

Chairmen  of  Relief  Committees.  Possibility,  but  difficulty  nevertheless,  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  investigating  every  improper  case  put  upon  the  list.  Dr.  J.  Shannon 

9203 The  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  (Liscannor)  certified  to  the  truth  of  the 

lists;  he  could  not,  however,  be  accountable  for  their  correctness,  Higgms  13252-13254. 

Chancery,  Court  of.  Extent  of  the  land  in  the  Liscannor  district  under  the  control  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery ; whether  the  court  has  been  applied  to  for  assistance.  Rev.  Tim. 
Shannon  12046-12050. 

Check-Clerks  and  Stewards.  Complaint  made  by  witness  to  Captains  Gordon  and  Wynne 
that  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  Killilagh  did  not  afford  the  ^necessary  assist- 
ance and  information  to  the  committee,  Fallon  10474,  10475 Statement  witness 

made  to  them  that  their  conduct  was  contrary  to  the  circular  of  Inspector  Hotham  in 
the  “ Times  ” newspaper  ; answer  made  thereto ; the  circular  directed  check-clerks  and 
overseers  to  attend  committees  and  give  assistance  and  information,  ib.  10476-10481 

Letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  Mr.  W.  M.  Macnamara,  dated  2 December  1846, 

on  this  subject  read,  ib.  10482,  10483 Great  inconvenience  which  the  committee  ex- 

perienced from  the  non-attendance  of  the  check-clerks  and  stewards;  witness  has  no 
reason  to  believe  that  they  would  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  absent  themselves 

from  the  works,  ib.  10484-10488.  10513.  10519-10524 Complaints  made  by  the 

Killilagh  committee  of  the  irregularities  that  arose  from  the  absence  of  the  subordinate 
officers  from  the  committee,  ib.  10492 Direction  given  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  the  prin- 

cipal overseer  to  attend  the  committee  whenever  a requisition  to  that  effect  was  sent  to 
him,  ib.  10493 Reason  of  this  not  being  useful,  ib.  10494- How  far  direct  appli- 

cation was  made  to  Mr.  Gamble  to  sanction  such  attendance  of  the  resident  subordinate 

officers,  ib.  10495-10504 Letter  of  Mr.  Millett,  dated  21  November  1846,  directed  to 

certain  check-clerks,  read;  it  was  that  direction  of  which  the  (Killilagh)  committee  com- 
plained ; the  inconvenience  suffered  explained,  ib.  10505-10512  As  chairman  of  a 
relief  committee,  witness  had  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the  check-clerks  or  persons 
employed  on  the  works  ; circumstances  under  which  he  called  upon  the  check-clerks  to 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Check-Clerks  and  Stewards— continued. 

attend  at  Clondeead  with  their  books;  letter  addressed  to  James  Hennessy,  dated  19 

November  1846,  ‘'Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11322-11334 -Directions  given  to  the  check- 

clerks  and  stewards  not  to  attend  the  (Liscannor)  committee  or  send  their  books,  Higgins 
13394-13406. 

See  also  Committee-men.  Intimidation,  2.  Millett,  Mr.  Stewards. 

Clare  Abbey  and  Ki/lone  Relief  Committee.  Report  in  the  “ Clare  J ournal  ” of  the  meetiug 

of  the  committee  held  on  30  November  1846,  App.  p.  810 Resolution  passed  by  the 

committee,  dated  3 February  1847,  testifying  to  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  as  inspecting 

officer,  ib.  p.  847 Letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  12  February,  acknowledging  the 

same,  ib. 

Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  Relief  Lists.  Unjust  principles  on  which  the  revision  of  the  Clare 

Abbey  relief  lists  was  carried  out,  Wynne  372-37 6 Number  of  persons  struck  off  the 

lists  on  the  revision  on  19  November,  John  Fitzgerald  6427-6429. 

Clare  County.  See  West  Clare. 

Clare,  Hugh  and  Thomas.  Particulars  as  to  their  cases,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11843-11846. 

“ Clare  Journal The  (Newspaper).  Character  and  politics  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,” 

Walker  4080-4086 Mr.  Knox,  the  proprietor  of  the  journal,  or  his  reporter,  attended 

the  committees,  but  never  with  witness;  the  Board  of  Works  paid  nothing  for  his 
attendance,  Wynne  7489-7493. 

26  November  1846. — Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Corofin  relief  committee,  held  24 
November,  Walker  4019;  and  App.p.  808. 

30  November  1 846. — Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Clare  Abbey  relief  committee,  held 
28  November,  App.  p.  810. 

3 December  1846. — Letter  addressed  by  the  Rev.  John  Sheehan  to  Mr.  Gamble,  prin- 
cipal engineer,  dated  28  November,  Walker  4062-4065 ; and  App.  p.  811 — —Report  of 
the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  at  Corofin  for  the  barony  of  Inchiquin,  on  30 

November,  Walker  4020;  and  App.  p.  813 General  correctness  of  the  report,  Whilty 

4239-4242 Incorrectness  of  this  report;  passages  quoted  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

language  appears  to  be  misconstrued,  Hill  7609-7616.  7691,  7692.  8052-8056— — Com- 
plamt  made  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting  of  4 December,  of  this  report 
of  30  November;  passages  therein  he  objected  to,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8080-8083. 

7 December  1846. — Report  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  barony 
of  Corcomroe,  held  at  Ennistimon  4 December,  App.  p.  815. 

10  December  1846. — Further  report  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the 
barony  of  Corcomroe,  held  at  Ennistimon  4 December;  sent  to  the  “ Clare  Journal” 
bv  Mr.  Higgins,  clerk  to  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  Walker  4021-4033;  and  App.p.  815 — ‘—Evi- 
dence affecting  the  correctness  of  the  report,  Morris  8466-8477;  Higgins  14033-14071. 

14  December  1846. — Report  of  the  investigation  into  the  charges  brought  against  Mr. 

Millett  by  Major  Macnamara,  held  10  December,  Walker  4020*;  and  App.  p.  817 

General  correctness  of  the  report,  Wynne  1122-1132 ; Whitty  4408,4409;  Millett  5071- 
5074 Letter,  dated  15  December  1846,  addressed  to  the  editor  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  com- 

plaining of  the  report;  copy  of  the  journal  containing  it,  with  remarks,  put  in  and  read; 

absence  of  any  ground  for  complaint,  Walkei'  407 1-4079- Denial  by  witness  of  having 

corrected  the  report  given  in  the  “ Journal,”  or  of  having  had  .any  communication  with 
the  reporters ; passage  in  one  of  his  letters  adverting  to  this  report,  Wynne  1042,  1043. 

1122-1132 Mr.  Walker,  the  reporter  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  submitted  no  report 

for  correction  to  witness  (reporter  for  the  “ Morning  Chronicle”),  or,  to  his  knowledge, 
to  Captain  Wynne,  Russell  5557-5559- 

17  December  1S46. — Further  letter  of  Rev.  John  Sheehan  to  the  editor,  dated  11 
December,  Walker  4066 ; and  App.p.  819. 

21  December  1846. — Report  of  the  investigation,  held  at  Liscannor  17  December, 
into  the  charges  preferred  by  Mr.  Westropp  on  the  part  of  the  tenantry  of  Dean 

Stackpoole,  Russell  5479 ; and  App.  p.  822 Correctness  of  the  report ; difficulties  that 

attended  the  reporting,  Russell  5480,  5481. 

31  December  1846. — Report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Ennis  petty  sessions,  24  De- 
cember, App.  p.  825. 

14  January  1847. — Report  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  barony  of 

Corcomroe,  held  at  Ennistimon  11  January,  App.  p.  826 Letter  to  the  editor,  dated 

16  January  1847,  complaining  of  the  report,  ib.  p.  835 Article  relative  to  the  desti- 

tution along  the  sea  coast,  and  report  of  proceedings  at  a meeting  of  the  Kllmurry 
Ibrickane  relief  committee,  ib.  p.  828. 

18  January  1847. — Report  of  proceedings  at  a meeting  of  the  Kilrush  relief  committee, 

held  14  January,  App.  p.  830 Report  of  meeting  of  the  Carrigaholt  committee,  held 

1 5 January,  ib.  p.  831. 

21  January 
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“ Clare  Journal The  (Newspaper) — continued. 

21  January  1847. — Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Kilkee  relief  committee,  held  16 

January,  App.  p.  832 Letter  of  Mr.  John  Macnamara,  complaining  of  the  report  of 

the  Ennislimon  extraordinary  sessions  of  11  January,  with  remarks  of  the  editor  thereon, 
ib.  p.  835. 

25  January  1847.— Report  of  meeting  of  the  Kildysart  committee,  held  21  January 

1847,  App.p.  836 Letter,  dated  11  February  1847,  complaining  of  this  report,  ib.  p. 

842 Report  of  meeting  of  the  Clondegad  committee,  held  22  January  1847,  ib. 

p.  840 Incorrectness  of  this  report.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11115-11129. 

28  January  1 847.— Extract  from  report  of  proceedings  at  the  extraordinary  presentment 
sessions  for  the  barony  of  Burren,  App.  p.  841. 

11  February  1847. — Articles  relative  to  the  irregularities  prevailing  in  the  relief  com- 
mittees, and  on  the  public  works,  with  letter  from  member  of  the  Kildysart  committee, 
App.p.  842-844. 

25  February  1847. — Further  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  dated  22  February,  Walker 

4069  ; and  App.p.  845 Report  of  a meeting  of  the  Newmarket  committee,  and  of  an 

attack  made  upon  Captain  Fishbourne  thereat,  ib.  p.  846 Resolutions  passed  by  the 

Clare  Abbey  relief  committee,  dated  3 February  1847,  relative  to  Captain  Wynne,  ib.  p. 
847.- See  also  O'Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius,  3. 

Clergy,  The.  Paucity  of  Protestant  clergymen  on  the  committees  in  Clare  ; probable  cause 
of  their  absence  ; passage  in  letter  of  witness  (26  November  1846),  in  which  he  states  that 
he  met  but  two,  Wynne  455-458,  461-468,  7496-7506,  App.p.  765 Witness  under- 

stood that  both  the  Roman-catholic  clergy  and  Protestant  clergymen  attended  in  the 
Ennistimon  district,  Morris  8547-8548. 

See  also  Co-operation.  Roman-catholic  Clergy. 

Clondegad  Relief  Committee.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  committee  acted  as  stewards  and 

gangers,  Wynne,  490 ; Fishbourne,  5266-5268 Circumstances  under  which  a lame 

body  of  men  were  put  upon  the  works;  opposition  made  when  Captain  Wynne  and 
witness  called  upon  the  committee  to  reduce  the  numbers ; statement  of  a Protestant 
clergyman  as  to  a letter  received  from  Sir  Randolph  Routh,  Gamble  2428-2430,  2515. 

Clondegad  Relief  Lists.  Explanation  as  to  letter  of  witness,  dated  22  December  1846, 
enclosing  specimens  of  lists  showing  “ the  frightful  amount  of  family  they  give  to 

each  individual;”  belief  as  to  frauds  therein,  Wynne  1495-1502 Further  passage 

stating  that  “the  information  contained  in  those  sheets  was  false  though  signed  by  the 
chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman);”  grounds  for  this  assertion,  ib.  1503-1529 Per- 
sons in  “ comfortable  circumstances”  placed  on  these  lists,  ib.  2989,2990 Number 

of  persons  struck  off  the  list  in  Clondegad  by  Captain  Wynne,  between  26  and  31 

December  1846,  John  Fitzgerald  6426 Witness  (chairman  of  the  committee)  has 

written  orders  to  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  to  put  a second  person  on  the  works 
on  the  authority  of  the  ticket  authorizing  the  employment  of  only  one;  under  what  cir- 
cumstances this  has  been  done  ; disallowance  thereof  by  Captain  Wynne,  Rev.  C.  Fitz- 
gerald 11280-11314. 

Witness  (chairman  of  the  committee)  made  out  and  sent  lists  to  Captain  Wynne  ; 

contents  thereof.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  10876-10887 Application  made  by  witness  to 

Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  for  paper  and  for  forms  and  stationery;  answer 
that  he  received ; explanation  with  respect  to  certain  forms  at  p.  433  of  the  Blue 
Book;  complaints  made  of  the  lists  sent  in  by  witness  being  irregular,  ib. 

10897-10928.  11006-11008 Incorrectness  of  the  allegation  contained  in  Captain 

Wynne’s  letter  of  22  December  1846,  as  to  the  employment  lists  issued  by  him  for  770 

persons  being  “ quite  sufficient  at  present,”  ib.  10929-10934 Complaint  of  another 

passage,  alleging  the  information  contained  in  the  sheets  to  be  untrue,  although  signed 

by  a Protestant  clergyman,  ib.  10935-10955 Complaint  as  to  the  next  allegation, 

that  in  most  cases  the  families  were  multiplied  by  two ; connexion  of  Mr.  Whitstone 
herewith,  ib.  10956-10968. 

Copy  of  letter  from  witness  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  22  December  1846,  relative  to 
the  complaint  forwarded  by  the  latter  against  the  committee  to  the  Board  of  Works,  Rev. 

C.  Fitzgerald  10974 Answer  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  28  December  1846,  ib.  10977 

Further  letter  addressed  by  witness  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  29  December  1846, 

ib.  10980 Answer  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  30  December  1846,  ib.  10982 

Witness  concluded  that  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  22  December  was  addressed  to  the 
Board  of  Works ; would  not  have  made  the  same  complaint  of  it  had  he  been  aware 
that  it  was  addressed  to  his  brother-in-law,  ib.  10984—11001.  11009. 

Captain  Wynne  did  not  investigate  the  matter  in  committee;  admissions  witness 
made  at  the  meeting  at  Knock  that  there  must  be  inaccuracies.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald 

11002-11005 Evidence  generally  relating  to  the  lists  complained  of,  tb.  11010-11- 

11114.  11152-11168.  11177-11201.  11279. 11370,  11371 Cognizance  witness  had  of 
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Clondegad  Belief  Lists— continued. 

persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  on  the  lists,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  n 16»-Ul68 
—Witness  is  not  aware  whether  Captain  Wynne  made  any  personal  investigation  to  sub- 
stantiate the  charge  he  made  against  the  lists  signed  by  witness ; letter  witness  addressed  to 

lvi™.  liicanKtvpr  ib  u i6q-lll74 Respects  in  which  witness  conceives  Captain  Wynne’s 

conduct  to  him  was  disrespectful  and  uncourteous  ; further  reference  to  the  terms  in 
.which  he  spoke  of  the  lists  signed  by  witness,  ib.  1 1361-11369. 

' Fvidence  in  explanation  of  the  letter  of  witness,  in  which  he  states  certain  list's  to  be 
“false  though  signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman),  Wynne  14421-14460 

Extractof  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  22  December  1846,  m which  he  speaks 

of  the  lists  in  the  terms  complained  of,  App.  p.  767. 

Particulars  of  what  took  place  at  Knock  presentment  sessions  on  24  December,  when 
witness  inquired  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint  he  had  sent  in  to 

the  Board  of  Works,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  10969-10974 Danger  111  which  Captain 

Wynne  was  placed  owing  to  the  excitement  prevailing  among  the  people  at  that  meeting; 
violent  conduct  of  a man  named  John  Monaghan;  steps  witness  took,  in  conjunction 
with  the  priest,  to  protect  him,  ib.  11129-11137— ReP°rt  of  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee held  22  January  1847,  extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,  App.  p.  840 Incor- 

rectness of  the  report.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11115-11129,  11148-11151. 

See  also  Fitzgerald,  Rev.  C. 

Coast  Guard . Readiness  with  which  Mr.  O’Brien  has  afforded  countenance  and  protection 
to  the  coast-guard  men  ; feeling  against  that  force,  Morris  8413-8417. 

Coghlan,  Martin.  A boy  rated  as  a man  on  the  Clondegad  lists,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald 
11353. 

Combination.  Combination  among  the  mechanics  was  one  reason  of  the  insufficient 
supply  of  implements,  Wkitty  4198.  4270. 


Comfortable  Circumstances : 

1.  Meaning  of  the  Term ; how  far  Land  and  Stock  are  a Test  thereof. 

2.  Practice  prevailing  to  put  this  Class  on  the  Lists;  whether  to  the  exclusion  of 

the  more  Destitute. 

1.  Meaning  of  the  Term;  how  far  Land  and  Stock  are  a Test  thereof : 

Erroneous  conclusions  to  which  the  mere  fact  of  possessing  land  and  cattle  frequently 

led,  Rep.  p.  vi Presumption  upon  which  witness  acted  in  deeming  persons  to  be  tn 

comfortable  circumstances,  and  therefore  striking  them  off  the  lists,  Gordon  6264-6270 

. Many  persons  possessing  10  or  15  acres  of  land  and  a cow  might  be  still  tn  such 

distress  as  to  be  fit  objects  to  be  put  on  the  works,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8224 -Great  pressure 

amongst  the  freeholders  and  comfortable  people ; frequent  instances  of  people  on  the 

registry  of  freeholders  being  in  a state  of  great  privation,  Morris,  8638-8641 Classes 

of" persons  enumerated  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  instructions  as  being  fit  to  be  put  upon 
the  works;  class  under  which  freeholders,  &c.  would  come,  ib.  8647-8653  ~re^fc 
difficulty  of  drawing  a line  between  the  mere  labourer  in  a state  of  destitution  and  the 

man  verging  towards  it,  J.  O'Brien,  m.  p.  9533-9536-  9543 Meaning  of  the  term. 

" comfortable  circumstances  j”  the  occupation  of  land  no  test,  ib.  9539"9542: — -Evidence 
showing  that  the  occupation  of  land,  or  possession  of  cattle,  was  no  criterion  ot  the 
condition  of  the  holders.  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11710-11713. 

2.  Practice  prevailing  to  put  this  Class  on  the  Lists ; whether  to  the  exclusion  of 

the  more  Destitute : 

Observations  on  the  charge  brought  by  Captain  Wynne  against  the  committees  0 
West  Clare  of  placing  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  on  the  relief  works,  tep. 

p.  v Similar  charge  made  by  relief  committees  against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  1 • 

Complaints  made  that  men  were  employed  who  were  in  better  circumstances  t lan 

those  seeking  employment,  Wynne  44-48 Number  of  persons  that  made  these  com- 
plaints ; comparison  with  the  number  employed,  ib.  51-53- Persons  in  comfortable  cir- 

cumstances were  put  on  the  works  with  the  sanction  of  relief  committees,  and  trequen  y 
by  individual  members ; the  Kilmealy  and  Corofin  committees  particularized;  measures 
the  engineer  took  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Wynne  to  remedy  the  abuse,  Uam 

2220-2250 How  far  the  practice  was  general  throughout  Ireland  and  the  district  0 

Clare  to  put  on  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  Gordon  3316 The  fact  0 so 

many  destitute  persons  being  off  the  works  was  to  be  attributed  to  there  being  so  many 

comfortable  farmers  put  on,  to  their  exclusion,  ib.  3363-3367 Men  of  substance  were 

put  on  the  works,  Whitty  4214 Comfortable  people  were  put  on  the  lists,  but  not  0 

exclusion  of  the  destitute,  Hill  7868,  7869 Witness  has  heard  of  comfortable  pe  p 

being  put  upon  the  lists;  is  not  personally  aware  of  it,  J.  S.  O'Brien  , 

Absence  of  any  doubt  as  to  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  ^ 

Morris  8451 Means  by  which  such  persons  forced  themselves  upon  the  1 > • 

8457-8460 Circumstances  leading  to  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  lis  s, 
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Comfortable  Circumstances— continued. 

2.  Practice  prevailing  to  put  this  Class  on  the  Lists,  frc. — continued, 
exclusion  of  the  really  destitute ; deception  practised  on  the  committees,  Morris  8677- 
8681 Persons  having  land  and  cows  were  put  upon  the  lists;  several  tenants  of  wit- 

ness, J.  O'Brien,  m.p.  9533-9536.  9543. 

Opinion  that  the  gentlemen  of  West  Clare  did  not  put  on  people  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances, leaving  it  to  the  Government  officers  to  clear  the  lists.  Hill  7866,  7S67 

Persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  by  the  Government  officers  on  the  ground  of  their  beincr 
comfortable  circumstances ; great  danger  and  difficulty  of  the  position  in  which  the 
officers  were  placed,  Morris  8478-8483. 

See  also  Corofin  Relief  Lists.  Ennistimon  Relief  Lists.  Liscannor  Relief  Lists. 

■ Commencement  of  Works.  Nature  of  the  work  on  which  the  men  were  placed;  way  in 

-which  they  were  sent  on,  Wynne  115  et  seq.  299-305 Practice  that  obtained  in  regard 

to  putting  men  on  the  works;  tickets  issued  ; other  forms  adopted,  ib.  1910-1926.  1936 

How  far  delay  took  place  in  putting  the  people  to  work  ; great  crowding  of  them 

upon  the  works  by  the  committees,  Gamble  2157-2162 Instructions  issued  by  the 

engineer  in  West  Clare,  dated  5 October  1846,  relative  to  the  mode  of  setting  the  people 

to  work,  Ev.  p.  112- Principle  on  which  the  works  were  brought  forward  and  carried 

out,  and  the  money  presented  for,  Sir  B.  Macnamara  7570-7573 Applications  made 

to  witness  (as  a magistrate)  for  letters  to  get  employment  on  the  works;  circumstances 

he  took  into  consideration  in  acceding  to  those  requests,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8275-8290 

Censure  passed  on  the  officers  for  the  delay  that  took  place ; belief  that  Captain  Wynne 
did  not  fail  in  his  duty;  to  what  cause  the  delays  are  to  be  traced,  J.  O'Brien,  m.p. 
9327-933°“ — Disappointment  created  by  the  Board’s  officers  not  commencing  works 
on  the  appointed  days,  ib.  9493. 

See  also  Engineers.  Ennistimon  Relief  Committee,  2.  Relief  Labour  Tickets. 

Committee-men.  Explanation  in  regard  to  the  passage  in  the  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  of 
26  November  1846,  referring  to  the  inferior  position  in  life  and  character  of  some  of  the 
committee-men;  committees  and  individuals  alluded  to;  instances  cited  of  members  of  re- 
lief committees  being  stewards  and  gangers,  Rep.  p.  v;  Wynne  443-454.  459,  460.  473- 
497 Objections  to  be  entertained  to  the  combination  of  the  functions  of  committee- 

man, and  of  ganger,  steward,  or  check-clerk ; witness  is  not  aware  of  any  member  of  the 
Liscannor  or  Killilagh  committees  having  been  appointed  to  such  offices,  Wynne  1985- 

1996 Qualifications  necessary  for  members  of  committees;  comparison  with  stewards, 

ib.  1990,  1991 Evidence  showing  that  a member  of  the  Ennistimon  committee  was 

employed  on  the  works,  Whitty  4226.  4497-4499 Statement  in  witness’s  report  of 

28  February  1847,  regarding  three  members  of  the  Lisdoonvarna  committee  being 
gangers,  and  one  a check-clerk,  Gordon  3752;  App.  p.  774 Passage  in  letter  of  wit- 

ness (inspecting  officer),  dated  25  February  1847,  adverting  to  the  fact  of  two  Poor-law 
guardians  and  ex-officio  members  of  the  Clondegad  relief  committee  obtaining  the  situation 
of  gangsmen  on  the  public  works,  Fishbourne  5266-5268 — —The  inferior  character  of 
some  of  the  individuals  on  the  relief  committees,  and  the  paucity  of  gentlemen  to  control 
them,  was  one  cause  of  improper  persons  being  put  upon  the  lists,  Morris  8533-S538 

Committees  composed  principally  of  gentlemen  performed  their  duties  as  efficiently 

as  circumstances  permitted;  it  was  the  reverse  in  the  case  of  committees  composed  of 

persons  of  lower  rank,  ib.  8544.  8549-8551 Particulars  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 

superior  class  on  the  committees  were  over-ruled  by  the  inferior  class;  abuses  thereby 
perpetrated,  ib.  8682-8685. 

See  also  Chairmen  of  Relief  Committees.  Clondegad  Relief  Lists.  Corofin  Relief 
Committee.  Wrynn,  Mr. 

Complaints.  Complaints  of  the  conduct  of  an  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works  might  properly 

be  brought  before  the  presentment  sessions,  Rep.  p.  iv Great  number  of  complaints 

laid  against  the  Board’s  officers;  utter  impossibility  of  investigating  every  one;  large 

proportion  without  foundation,  Wynne  1882 Slight  grounds  on  which  the  people  made 

complaints,  Cullenam  10213,10214. 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  Implements. 

Measurement  of  the  Work.  Payment  of  Wages.  Public  Works.  Task  Work. 

Comyn, . Charge  brought  against  this  man  by  Major  Macnamara;  failure  of  proof, 

Gamble  2968. 

Comyn,  Mr.  His  demeanor  to  Captain  Wynne  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting  of  10  December 
2846,  Whitty  4547. 

Con- Acre.  Rate  at  which  land  was  let  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennis,  Gordon  3238. 

Conolly,  Rev.  Mr.  See  Killilagh  Relief  Lists. 

Considine,  Andrew.  Particulars  with  respect  to  this  man,  Gordon  6299-6316. 

Considine,  William,  Particulars  of  his  case,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11054. 
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Contract  Work.  Extent  to  which  the  people  were  employed  in  contract  work  (not  task 
work),  Wynne  299-305- See  a,s0  Gan Ss-  Tash  WorL 

ConyneJiam.  Marquess,  Owning  property  in  Clare ; look  little  part  in  alleviating  tire  pre- 
vailing difficulties,  QcmbleizM;  FtMmntt  5433. 

Cooked  Food  The  instructions  to  the  relief  committees  direct  that  no  relief  should  be 
given  except  in  cooked  foot! ; this  has  not  been  observed,  the  committees  giving  out  the 
meat  in  a dry  state,  Gordon  3086. 

Co-overation  of  Relief  Committees.  Complaints  against  the  relief  committees  of  not  aiding 
the  Board’s  officers,  in  not  entering  into  subscriptions,  and  in  not  making  up  the  regis- 
tries, Gamble  2297-2301.  2302-2317-  2391-2411 Want  of  co-operation  on  the  part 

of  the  oentry ; great  anxiety  displayed  by  them  to  get  the  people  on  the  works  without 

regard  to  their  being  put  on  regularly  and  properly,  ib.  2318-2329 Invitation  given 

to° persons  interested  in  any  locality  to  co-operate  with  the  Board’s  officers  in  discover- 
ing and  correcting  abuses  ; how  far  such  co-operation  was  accorded;  particular  cases 

cited*  ib  2453-2476 Want  of  that  countenance  and  co-operation,  on  the  part  of  the 

relief  committees,  with  the  officers  of  the  Board,  that  the  latter  had  a right  to  expect, 

Gordon  3420-3433;  John  Fitzgerald  6187 Duty  of  the  gentry  to  have  co-operated 

more  warmly  vvitli  the  Board  and  its  officers;  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  may  be  considered 
to  have  withheld  his  countenance  and  co-operation,  Whitty  4308-4311. 

Total  absence  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  relief  committees  as  a body  with  the 
inspecting  officer ; from  the  gentlemen  witness  did  receive  such  countenance,  but  only 
to  the  extent  of  being  courteous  and  throwing  no  difficulties  in  the  way,  Fishbourne 

M.03-5405  5422-5434 Respects  in  which  they  failed  to  afford  the  support  witness 

had  a right  to  expect;  systematic  censure  of  and  hostility  to  the  Government  and  its 

officers  and  measures,  ib.  5406  et  seq. Result  thereof  exhibited  in  intimidation,  riots 

and  disturbances ; opinion  that  the  committees  are  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  riots 

and  lives  lost,  ib.  5406-5409 Augmented  expenditure  and  distress  caused  by  the  want 

of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  committees  with  the  Government,  ib.  5443,  5444 ; 

Gordon  6413-641 6 Effect  also  in  exposing  the  Government  officers  to  great  personal 

risk,  Fishbourne  6445*  644®- 

The  charge  of  non-co-operation  with  the  Government  officers  is  not  applicable  to  the 
sentry  * they  were  not  in  all  cases  the  majority  at  the  committee,  John  Fitzgerald  G18S- 
6o0^_—  Disposition  evinced  by  the  Clare  gentry  and  clergy  to  render  assistance; 
whether  dangerous  for  them  to  do  so,  Hill  7846 — -Extensive  co-operation  witness 
(district  engineer)  has  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien ; more  so  than  from  Major  Macna- 

mara,  ib.  8036-8043 Opinion  that  the  officers  received  the  co-operation  of  the  gentry 

of  the  county,  J.  S.  O’Brien  8158-8166 Belief  that  the  Ennistimon  committee 

o-ave  all  possible  co-operation  to  the  Board  of  W orks ; inefficiency  of  the  committee.  Dr. 
J.  Shannon  9226-9228. 

See  also  Landoioners.  Whitty , The  Very  Reverend  Archdeacon. 

Corcomroe,  Barony  of.  Period,  after  the  first  presentment  being  made,  of  the  works  com- 
mencing in  the  barony.  Gamble  2412 Number  the  employment  of  which  would  have 

been  sufficient,  if  properly  distributed,  to  meet  every  case  of  distribution  in  the  barony, ; 
Gordon  14334. See  also  Burren,  Barony  of. 


Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions: 

I.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe, 

held  at  Ennistimon,  4 December  1 846 : 

1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail. 

3.  Papers  referring  thereto. 

II.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  held  at  Ennistimon  10  December 

1846  : 

1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail. 

3.  Papers  referring  thereto. 

III.  Proceedings  at  other  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  same  Barony. 

I.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Corcomroe,  held 
at  Ennistimon,  4 December  1 846  : 

1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon  ; 

Entire  acquittal  of  the  Members  for  Clare  of  any  intention  which  could  subject  them 
to  the  imputation  contained  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December  1840,  as 

“ assassination  ” and  “ hallooing  on  a mob,”  Rep.  p.  iv Principal  grounds  ot  utspu 

at  these  sessions,  ib Considerable  excitement  under  which  the  Members  tor  u 

(especially  Mr.  O’Brien)  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  course  proposed  by  the  officers  0 
the  Board  of  Works ; necessity  for  greater  circumspection  on  their  part,  ib.  p- 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions — continued. 

!•  Proceedings  at,  Ennistimon , 4 December  1846 — continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail  : 

Evidence  of  Captain  Wynne ; 

Particulars  as  to  the  meeting;  statements  in  witness’s  letter  of  5 December  i846> 
referring  to  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare  thereat;  charges  brought  forward  by 

Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett,  776-797 Discussion  on  the°subject  of  the 

people  being  .employed  in  tilling  the  ground,  798-803.  807-906 Protest  made  by 

witness  to  a presentment  for  that  purpose  ; refusal  of  the  Board  of  Works  to  sanction  it, 

804-814 Statement  m witness’s  report  to  the  Board  of  Works  of  5 December  1S4G,  as 

to  the  two  county  Members  going  to  the  meeting  with  the  view  to  holding  up  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Board  to  the  resentment  of  the  people,  815-845.  913-916.  946-955 Period 

of  the  day  at  which  the  meeting  was  held  ; names  of  Government  officers  and  gentlemen 

of  the  county  present,  861-870 Place  in  which  the  meeting  was  held  ; large  number 

of  people  present,  871-874 Speeches  made  by  Major  Macnamara,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien, 

and  others;  reception  thereof  by  the  people;  how  far  they  advocated  measures  at  vari- 
ance with  witness’s  instructions,  875-888 Tone  and  manner  in  which  witness  ad- 

dressed himself  to  the  bench,  889-896 — —Meaning  of  the  expression  (in  the  letter  of 

5 December)  as  to  being  “crippled  by  intimidation,”  974-982 Further  passage 

in  the  report  adverting  to  the  support  given  to  the  Government  officers  by  Mr.  John 
O’Brien,  m.  p.,  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  others,  969-973. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Gamble  : 

Period  of  the  day  at  which  the  meeting  commenced  ; number  of  persons  in  the  court- 
house ; Major  Macnamara  was  chairman;  other  magistrates  present,  2738-2745 

Attendance  of  the  Board’s  officers,  2746,  2747 Stormy  character  of  the  proceedings  ; 

manner  in  which  the  discussion  arose ; complaints  made  against  Mr.  Millett  by  Major 
Macnamara;  observations  of  the  Major  as  to  the  expression  “ruffians,”  2748—2770. 

2777-2826 Complaint  brought  against  witness  of  not  answering  a letter  addressed 

to  him,  2766-2769 Observations  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ; difference  between  him  and 

Captain  Wynne,  2771-2775 Other  matters  discussed  as  to  tillage,  and  as  to  the 

overseers  and  stewards,  2776 -Number  of  persons  in  employment  in  the  barony  of 

Corcomroe  at  the  time  of  the  meeting,  14513. 

Evidence  of  Archdeacon  Whitty : 

Passage  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter,  detailing  the  proceedings  and  referring  to  “assas- 
sination how  far  he  was  justified  in  using  these  terms,  4393-4398 Degree  to  which 

the  safety  of  the  officers  was  imperilled  by  what  passed  at  the  meeting ; attack  made  on 

Mr.  Millett;  threatening  notice  put  into  witness’s  hand  as  to  this  individual, 4399-4402 

Remark  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  his  having  been  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he 
meant  to  be  personal  when  he  referred  to  the  gentry  of  the  county  placing  the  comfortable 

tenants  on  the  list,  4460-4463 Remarks  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  Captain  Wynne 

having  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  relief  committees,  and  as  to  his  (Mr.  O’Brien)  differing 
from  Captain  Wynne’s  policy  in  excluding  a man  from  relief  so  long  as  he  possessed  other 

means  to  subsist  upon  ; evidence  in  relation  thereto,  4464-4476.  4568-4571 Opinion 

that  the  course  taken  by  the  Members  for  Clare  at  the  meeting  was  calculated  to  increase 
the  difficulties  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  execution  cf  their  duty,  4500, 

4501 Possibility  of  that  course  leading  also  to  the  personal  danger  of  the  officers; 

change  witness  experienced  in  the  feelings  of  the  people  towards  him,  in  consequence  of 

his  taking  side  with  the  officers;  assault  committed  upon  him,  4502-4526- Opinion 

that  Captain  Wynne  had  a clear  right  to  interfere  both  at  presentment  sessions  and  at 
the  relief  committees,  4568-4571. 

EvideiKe  of  Mr.  Millett : 

Complaint  made  by  Major  Macnamara  of  delay;  expressions  used  by  witness  (local 
engineer)  as  to  his  being  attacked  by  a mob  ; particulars  as  to  that  attack,  4901-4954. 

4976,  4977 Excitement  displayed  by  Major  Macnamara  in  reference  to  the  term 

“ruffians,”  used  by  witness ; feeling  evinced  by  the  people  present,  4955 "496*  • 
4978-4980, 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Hill: 

Excited  manner  of  Major  Macnamara  towards  the  Government  officers ; terms  in  which 

he  spoke  of  the  gangsmen  and  check  clerks,  7931-7939;  7.957_7959 Presentment 

for  tillage  proposed  by  Mr.  O’Brien ; unanimous  feeling  in  its  favour  amongst  the  rate 
and  cess-payers  and  magistrates;  refusal  of  the  Government  officers  to  sign  it,  7943“ 

7956 Language  addressed  to  Mr.  Gamble  by  Major  Macnamara;  respectful  manner 

of  Mr.  Gamble,  7960-7964 Witness  does  not  concur  in  the  opinion  that  was 

expressed,  that  the  works  had  been  conducted  without  due  economy,  and  were  most  of 

them  useless,  7965 Witness  did  not  hear  any  allusion  made  to  the  expression 

“ruffians;’1  shouting  prevailing,  7982-7994 The  Government  officers  did  not  mis- 
behave themselves,  7995-7997 Character  of  persons  who  excited  the  crowd ; their 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions— continued. 

I.  Proceedings  at  Ennistimon,  4 December  1846 — continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Mr.  Hill—  continued. 

activity  in  creating  dissatisfaction,  8001-8003 Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara 

did  nothing  at  the  meeting  to  hold  up  the  Government  officers  to  “ assassination,” 
8004-8009- Perfect  right  of  the  Members  for  Clare  to  differ  from  the  officers  in  any- 
place, 8010-8017 Witness  did  not  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he  meant 

to  be  personal,  8049 Believes  he  did  say  that  the  residents  were  better  judges  of  the 

distresses  of  the  people  than  Captain  Wynne,  8050,  8051 Dispute  respecting  the 

point  of  putting  a person  to  work  who  had  some  little  subsistence  left ; course  pursued 
by  Captain  Wynne  and  the  other  Government  officers,  8052-8061. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  J.  Stacpole  O’Brien: 

Witness  attended  the  meeting  as  a magistrate;  Major  Macnamara  was  in  the  chair;  Mr. 

C.  O’Brien  and  other  persons  present,  8063-8069 Names  of  the  Government  officers 

present,  8070 Circumstances  connected  with  Major  Macnamara,  calling  attention  to 

Mr.  Millett’s  conduct;  result  in  a day  being  fixed  for  holding  an  investigation,  8071-8075 

Statement  made  by  Captain  Wynne  of  his  having  received  complaints  of  partiality 

on  the  part  of  the  Ennistimon  committee ; corroboration  of  that  statement  by  a man 

named  Halloran;  to  whom  this  was  addressed,  8076-8079 Denial  by  Mr.  Cornelius 

O’Brien  of  Captain  Wynne’s  right  to  interfere  at  presentment  sessions,  8084 Views 

urged  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  as  to  the  employment  of  the  people  on  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  their  holdings;  general  unanimity  of  the  meeting  in  favour  of  those 

views;  construction  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  8085-8095 

Question  put  from  the  chair;  number  of  dissentient  and  affirmative  voices;  dissent 
expressed  by  the  Government  officers;  their  refusal  to  sign  the  presentment,  8096- 

8105 Witness  heard  nothing  expressed  by  either  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien 

calculated  to  excite  the  people,  or  to  lead  them  to  commit  personal  violence  upon  the 

Government  officers,  8106-8108 Appeal  made  to  the  people  by  Captain  Wynne;  this 

not  likely  to  create  excitement,  8109-8111 Objection  to  the  passage  in  Captain 

Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members 
as  tending  to  imperil  the  safety  of  the  officers ; total  absence  of  anything  in  the  least 

degree  approaching  to  conduct  deserving  such  a description,  8111-8122 Absence  of 

anything  approaching  to  warmth  of  language  in  the  discussion  on  Mr.  Labouchere’s 
letter,  or  of  anything  disrespectful  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works, 

8132-8136 Class  of  people  of  which  the  crowd  in  the  court  was  composed ; their 

quiet  conduct;  little  shouting,  8137-8140 Mr.  C.  O’Brien’s  observations  were  not 

addressed  to  the  crowd,  but  to  the  cesspayers  and  magistrates  and  Government  officers ; 

no  expressions  of  assent  or  dissent  escaped  the  people,  8141-8146 Number  of  persons 

composing  the  crowd  in  the  court-house,  8167 Statement  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  close 

of  the  meeting,  that  he  himself  preferred  no  complaint  against  Mr.  Millett,  8179-8181. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Morris : 

Strong  discussion  between  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  O’Brien;  nothing  amounting  to  a 
personal  quarrel ; part  taken  by  Archdeacon  Whi tty,  chairman  on  the  occasion,  8388— 

8400.  8410,  8411 Discussion  relative  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter;  warm  and  energetic 

manner  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  enforced  his  views,  8418-8428 Whether  calculated  to 

excite  the  people  present ; loud  acclamations  of  assent  and  dissent  expressed  by  them;  belief 

that  the  presence  of  the  people  was  not  considered  by  the  committee,  8429-8437 Right 

of  the  people  to  be  present  by  Act  of  Parliament ; their  exclusion  would  be  a departure 

from  the  usual  practice,  8438-8442 Boisterous  and  violent  character  of  the  session ; 

not  equal  to  some  others,  nevertheless;  clamour  of  the  people,  8443-8450.  8452-8450 

Evidence  as  to  what  Mr.  O’Brien  meant  by  his  denial  of  Captain  Wynne’s  right  to 

interfere,  8466-8477 Neither  Mr.  Hill  nor  any  other  officer  expressed  fear  of  personal 

danger  after  the  meeting,  8501-8505. 

Evidence  of  Dr.  James  Shannon: 

Charges  brought  by  Maj  or  Macnamara  as  to  the  subordinate  officers  having  obtained  their 

situations  by  bribery  ; noisy  conduct  of  Martin  Slattery,  8894-8905 Subject  ot  Mr. 

Labouchere’s  letter  then  brought  forward  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien;  arguments  used  by  him; 
opposite  view  taken  by  the  Government  officers;  their  refusal  to  sign  the  presentment; 

temperate  conduct  of  both  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  officers,  8906-8917' Complaints 

brought  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett;  whether  any  allusion  was  made  to 
“ a set  of  ruffians  ;”  witness  does  not  recollect  Major  Macnamara  addressing  the  people 

thereupon,  8918-8927 The  people  in  the  court  were  not  more  excited  than  usual; 

nothing  in  the  conduct  or  language  of  the  Members  for  Clare  was  calculated  to  excite 

them,  8928-8934 Or  to  warrant  the  charge  as  to  ‘‘holding  us  up  to  the  assassin, 

&c.,  9044-9047.9056-9058. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  M.  p.  : 

Neither  the  conduct  nor  the  observations  of  the  Members  for  Clare  at  all  wan  anted 
the  very  strong  charge  (as  to  “assassination,  &c.”)  contained  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter^ 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions — continued. 

I.  Proceedings  at  Emdstimon,  4 December  1846— continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Mr.  John  O'Brien,  m.  p. — continued. 
of  5 December  1846  ; nothing  occurred  at  all  calculated  to  excite  the  people  to  personal 

violence,  9312-9318.  9326,  9327.  9396-9405 -Natural  warmth  and  earnestness  with 

which  Mr.  C.  O Bnen  argued  m favour  of  his  opinions  as  to  Mr.  Labouchere's  letter, 

93} 9-932i -The  language  of  gentlemen  in  the  condition  of  Mr.  O’Brien  against  the 

officers  was  calculated  to  excite  the  people;  justification  of  Mr.  O’Brien  nevertheless, 
on  the  ground  or  its  being  his  duty  to  stimulate  the  Government  officers,  9331-9333. 

9344-9358-  936° Applause  and  disapprobation  expressed  bv  the  people  in  the  body 

of  the  court;  observations  addressed  to  the  court  generally  bv  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  rest, 

9339-9S42 Expediency  of  the  meeting  not  having  been  of  so  popular  a character, 

9343>  9344-  OS^1-.  936a Persons  assembled  within  and  without  the  court;  period 

during  which  the  meeting  lasted,  9350-9357 Approval  of  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 

ment officers  ; absence  of  any  undue  degree  of  warmth  or  want  of  courtesy,  9363-93GG 

Apprehension  felt  at  that  period  of  outrages  taking  place  if  employment  were  longer 

delayed  ; manner  in  which  they  were  expected  to  be  shown,  9367-9369.  9426,  9427-—  ■ 

The  Government  officers  were  notin  jeopardy,  9370,  9371.  9376 Witness  is  not 

aware  whether  any  of  Captain  Wynne’s  observaiions  were  cheered,  9388 Does  not 

recollect  his  complaining  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  placed  on  the 
lists  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute;  he  may  have  done  so,  9389-9391 Dissatis- 

faction retiring  to  a private  room  would  have  created  in  the  minds  of  tie  people;  re- 
quirement of  the  statute  that  the  presentment  sessions  should  be  held  in  open  court, 

9406-9414 Justification  ot  the  complaints  brought  forward  at  the  sessions  against 

the  officers,  and  of  the  manner  and  temper  in  which  those  representations  were  made  by 

the  Members  for  Clare;  on  what  principle,  9415-9425.  9444 Passage  in  Captain 

Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December,  referring  to  the  support  received  from  witness  and  Arch- 
deacon Whitty,  and  stating  “that  they  were  not  free,  and  dare  not  utter  their  real  sen- 
timents witness  felt  no  such  apprehension,  9445. 


Evidence  of  Mr.  Calcott  i 

Complaint  made  by  Major  Macnamara  to  Mr.  Gamble  of  some  discourtesy  shown  him 
by  Mr.  Millett ; in  what  that  discourtesy  consisted  ; reply  of  Mr.  Gamble,  9553-9562 

Proposition  brought  forward  by  Mr.  O’Brien  for  a presentment  under  Mr.  Labou- 

chere’s  letter  ; general  concurrence  of  the  meeting  in  his  views  ; Archdeacon  Whitty  alone 
was  opposed  to  it;  refusal  of  the  Government  officers  to  sign  the  presentment,  9563. 

9580 Manner  of  Captain  Wynne  on  refusing  to  sign  the  presentment;  opinion  that 

it  was  not  respectful,  9581-9588 The  excitement  was  not  greater  (ban  usual,  9589, 

9590 Nothing  occurred  to  cause  apprehension  of  violence  towards  the  Government 

officers,  9591,9592 Total  absence  of  violence  or  of  expressions  calculated  10  give 

offence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  9593-9596 Positions  of  Archdeacon  Whitty, 

Captain  Wynne,  and  Major  Macnamara,  in  the  room,  9597-9604 Respects  in  which 

Captain  Wynne’s  account  of  the  meeting  (in  his  letter  of  5 December)  is  unjustifiable, 

9605  et  seq. Absence  of  anything  on  the  part  of  the  Members  for  Clare  tending  to 

create  a belief  that  they  came  to  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  holdiug  up  the  Govern- 
ment officers  to  the  resentment  of  the  people,  9605-9613 Part  taken  by  the  people  in 

the  body  of  the  court  in  the  proceedings,  9614-9623.  9631,9632. 


Evidence  of  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon 

Arguments  urged  by  Mr.  C,  O’Brien  in  favour  of  his  view  of  Mr,  Labouchere’s  letter; 
total  ^absence  of  anything  on  his  part,  or  of  others,  calculated  to  excite  the  people 
to  violence  or  outrage;  nothing  to  justily  Captain  Wynne’s  representations,  13351- 
12470. 


Evidence  of  Mr.  Iliggins : 

Subjects  on  which  Mr.  O’Brien  addressed  the  court,  13999-14001- Positions  of 

Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  in  the  room,  14002-14004- Long  discussiou  on  the 

construction  to  be  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter;  resolution  passed  to  proceed  under 

the  letter;  presentment  made  accordingly,  14005-14014 Absence  of  any  language 

calculated  to  excite  the  people  10  violence,  14015-14046 Universal  feeling  in  favour 

of  tillage,  14016-14022.  14032 The  passages  in  the  letter  written  by  Captain  Wynne 

to  the  Board  of  Works,  giving  an  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  people,  and  referring  to 

" assassination,”  are  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  14023-14031 -Passage  in  the 

address  of  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  denying  the  right  of  Captain  Wynne  to  interfere  with  the 
relief  committees,  read ; opinion  that  it  was  not  calculated  to  excite  the  people  to  violence 
against  Captain  Wynne  or  the  other  officers,  14047-14071— — The  instructions,  daied 
1 0 October  1846,  relative  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  issued  by  the  Boaid  of  Works,  were 
produced  by  Mr.  Hill;  that  was  the  first  occasion  of  their  being  communicated,  14093- 
14097. 
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Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions  -continued. 

I.  Proceedings  at  Ennistsmon,  4 December  1846 — continued. 

3.  Papers  referring  thereto  : 

Minutes  of  proceedings  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  held  at  Ennistimon 
a December  1846,  under  the  Act  9 & 10  Viet.  c.  107,  when  a presentment  was  made 

under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  of  5 October  1846,  Ev.  p.  732 Extract  of  letter  of 

Cantain  Wynne,  dated  5 December  1846,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  the  meeting 

of  4 DJcemC*  *PP-  P 765 Rel,ort  of  Mr*  Gamb,e'  dated  6 March  1 847,  as 

meeting  ib  v ■ 768 Report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting,  extracted  from  the 

“ Clare°Journal,”  ib.  p.  815 Report,  as  sent  to  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” by  Mr.  Higgins, 

clerk  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  ib. 

II.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  held  at  Ennistimon,  1 0 December  1846 : 

1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon: 

The  excitement  at  this  meeting  arose  out  of  the  charges  of  Mr.  Westropp  against  the 
Liscannor  relief  committee  and  their  chairman,  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  of  misconduct  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties ; it  may  be  palliated,  though  not  justified,  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  occasion,  Rep.  p.  iv Considerable  warmth  with  which  the  Members  for 

Clare  urged  charges  of  neglect  of  duty  against  Mr.  Millett,  the  local  engineer,  ib. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail : 

Evidence  of  Captain  Wynne : 

Remarks  attributed  to  witness  as  to  treating  what  Mr.  O’Brien  had  said  with  con- 
tempt 3Qt;-2q8 Particulars  as  to  witness’s  letters  of  10,  11,  and  13  December, 

referring  to  the  meeting  of  Thursday,  10  December;  treatment  witness  received  on 

that  occasion  described;  command  he  maintained  over  his  temper,  1011-1030 

Explanation  of  a passage  as  to  witness  having  “ only  his  tongue  left  as  a weapon, 
&cf  1031--1039 Explanation  as  to  another  passage  m the  same  letter,  as  to  wit- 

ness’s “passage  of  arms  with  the  county  Members,”  1040,  1041— - Explanation 
as  lo  the  passage  stating  that  “ the  lists  were  becoming  tolerably  fair,  1046— —Par- 
ticulars as  to  the  manner  in  which  witness  brought  forward  Mr.  Westropp  s charges; 
complaint  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  not  having  received  notice  of  them  ; expressions  used 
as  to  “ conspiracy  ” and  “contempt;”  period  at  which  the  confusion  began;  gentle- 
men taking  part  therein,  1115-1121.  1133-11 94 Passage  in  witness’s  letter^of  10 

December"i846,  expressing  “ disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen;  How 

far  this  applies  to  ihe  Members  for  Clare,  1270,  1271.  1274-1280 Application  made 

hv  Mr  O’Brien  to  the  chairman  to  biml  witness  over  to  keep  the  peace ; occasion  ot  that 

proceeding,  1458-1468 Explanation  as  to  the  use  of  the  expression  “ conspiracy; 

to  whom  this  may  be  considered  to  apply,  1469-1491 Passage  in  witness  s letter  as 

to  threais  being  offered  by  the  people,  1492-1494. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Gamble  ; 

Explanation  of  the  expression  in  letter  of  witness  adverting  to  “ disastrous  con- 
sequences,” 2869-2873 The  scenes  at  Ennistimon  on  the  10th  vv ere  still  more 

irritating  than  those  on  the  4th  ; special  object  of  the  former  meeting  to  inquire  into  tue 
charges  against  Mr.  Millett;  chairmen  on  the  occasion  ; adjournment  from  the  court- 
house to  the  jury-room;  2886-2899 Considerable  difference  of  opinion  prevailing, 

2900 Discussion  with  reference  to  Dean  Stackpoole’s  and  Mr.  Westropp  s le  ers, 

terms  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  expressed  himself  as  to  the  existence  of  a conspiracy,  2901- 

2906 Difference  thereupon  arising  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne;  exci  e 

language  and  gestures  of  several  gentlemen;  tone  and  manner  of  Mr.  O Brtea  ana  at- 
tain Wynne  respectively,  2907-2960 Opposition  made  to  the  proposal  for  withdrawing 

from  the  court-house  to  the  jury-room,  2961-2966 Failure  of  Major  Macnamara 

prove  any  of  the  cases  of  alleged  bribery,  2967-2969. 

Evidence  of  Archdeacon  W kitty : . 

Witness  was  at  a presentment  sessions  on  10  December;  Major  Macnamara  in  * ® 
chair;  disputes  on  the  subject  of  implements  and  the  proceedings  of  the  LSoar 
Works;  demeanour  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  4367-4381  Language 
dressed  to  Mr.  Gamble,  on  his  entering  the  room,  by  Major  Macnamara;  coinp  am 
made  by  the  Major ; answers  given  by  Mr.  Gamble,  4382-4392. 

Difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne;  great  confusion 
and  uproar  prevailing;  witness’s  suggestion  for  the  adjournment  from  the  open  corn 

to  the  committee-room,  4406-4418 Discussion  entered  upon  after  the  adjournrae 

relative  to  the  charges  contained  in  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters  respecting  Dean 
poole’s  tenants;  those  letters  read;  how  far  calculated  to  irritate  Mr.  O Brien>  44 t 9„ 

41428.  4532-4534- Precise  occasions  of  the  words  “conspiracy”  and  con  P 

being  used;  demand  of  Mr.  O’Brien  that  Captain  Wynne  should  be  bo.und  ' °ver.  ° ?J1 
tlie  peace,  4420-4433.  4440.  4443-444? — -Strong  maimer  in  which  Mr.  b 

Roman-catholic  clergyman,  expressed  himself,  4434,  4435— —Forbearance  e. 
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Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions—  continued. 

II.  Proceedings  at  Ennistimon,  10  December  1 846— continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Archdeacon  IVhitly — continued. 

Captain  Wynne,  4436-4438 Opportunity  of  explanation  subsequently  gained  for  the 

Captain;  its  satisfactory  nature,  4439,  4440 No  attempt  was  made  to  substantiate 

the  charge  ot  bribery  brought  against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  4542 Reiteration  of 

evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  excitement  prevailing;  personal  danger  in  which  the 
Board  a officers  were  placed  ; degree  to  which  the  Members  for  Clare  are  to  be  considered 
responsible  for  the  tumult,  4543-4559. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Russell: 

Greatconfusion  prevalent  at  the  meeting  on  10  December;  augmentation  thereof  by  the 
expression  used  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  treating  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  with  “ con- 
tempt;”  occasion  given  thereto  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  by  his  alluding  to  a “conspiracy;” 

temper  of  the  parties,  5535-5545 Appeal  made  to  witness  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to 

whether  he  had  acted  wrongly ; witness  does  not  think  he  said  that  he  (Captain  Wynne) 
had  acted  wrongly ; belief  that  Captain  Wynne  was  justified  under  the  circumstances; 

histone  and  manner,  5546-555° Further  appeal  made  to  witness  by  Captain  Wynne 

as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  up  certain  letters  to  the  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  ; 

opinion  that  he  was  justified  in  declining  to  do  so,  5554-5556 Witness  accompanied 

Captain  Wynne  out  of  the  court-house  ; recommendation  given  him  to  take  an  escort  of 
police;  large  and  excited  mob  outside,  5579-5585. 

Evidence  of  Dr.  J ames  Shannon  : 

Day  appointed  for  the  investigation  against  Mr.  Millett;  attendance  of  the  people 
that  day  (10  December) ; total  absence  of  anything  in  the  conduct  and  language  of  the 
Members  for  Clare  calculated  to  excite  the  people;  absence  of  any  particular  excitement, 

8935-8945"; Discussion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne  on  the  question 

for  adjourning  from  the  open  court-house  to  a private  room;  tone  of  Captain  Wynne 
towards  Major  Macnamara,  8946-8951 Particulars  of  what  took  place  after  the  ad- 

journment to  the  private  room;  imprudent  language  of  Captain  Wynne;  conduct  of 
several  persons  towards  him;  use  made  of  the  words  “ coutempt”  and  “ conspiracy 
demand  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  for  Captain  Wynne  to  be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace, 

8952-8984- Bearing  and  language  of  Captain  Wynne  previous  to  the  adjournment  to 

the  private  room  ; noise  made  by  a man  named  Slattery,  8987-9007 Quiet  and  orderly 

manner  in  which  the  discussion  went  on  in  the  private  room  ; gentlemanly  conduct  of  the 

Government  officers  and  committee,  9008-9011 Charges  of  Mr.  Westropp,  agent  to 

Dean  Stackpoole,  against  ,Mr.  O’Brien,  brought  forward  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  meeting;  reply  made  thereto  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  his  call  upon  the  chairman  to 
preserve  the  documents;  composure  of  Captain  Wynne;  his  use  of  the  expression, 
“contempt;”  refusal  of  Archdeacon  Whitty  to  bind  him  over  to  keep  the  peace, 
$01 2-9043. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Calcott : 

Question  that  arose  as  to  whether  the  investigation  should  be  public  or  private;  pre- 
vailing opinion  on  the  bench  that  it  should  be  public,  9715-9725 Refusal  of  Captain 

Wynne  to  hold  the  investigation  in  the  public  court ; terms  and  manner  in  which  he  ad- 
dressed Major  Macnamara ; observation  made  by  the  latter  as  to  Captain  Wynne  not 

taking  off  bis  hat ; bis  reply,  9726-9743 Explanation  made  by  Captain  Wynne  when 

order  was  restored,  9783-9785- Period  of  the  meeting  at  which  Captain  Wynne 

brought  forward  the  letters  of  Mr.  Westropp,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants  of  Dean  Stack- 
poole, containing  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien;  his  manner  of  doing  so;  proceedings 
thereupon;  excitement  that  prevailed;  language  ot  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne; 
use  made  of  the  words  “ contempt”  and  “ conspiracy,”  9744-9782 With  the  excep- 

tion of  the  excitement  on  the  occasion  of  the  word  “ contempt”  being  used,  there  was  not 
more  than  the  ordinary  excitement  usual  at  meetings  in  Ireland,  9786-9788 No  dis- 

position to  ofier  violence  evinced  by  the  people;  witness  heard  no  cheering  outside  the 
courthouse,  9789-9796. 

Evidence  of  Rev.  Timothy  Shannon : 

Particulars  of  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct;  his  imprudence  in  keeping 
a large  number  of  men  waiting  for  him ; excuse  he  assigned,  12471-12476— — Particu- 
lars as  to  vvhnt  took  place  on  the  reading  of  Mr.  Westropp's  letters  bringing  charges 
against  Mr.  O’Brien;  use  made  of  the  word  “conspiracy;”  language  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
and  Captain  Wynne  respectively,  12477-12504. 

3.  Papers  referring  thereto  : 

Letter  of  Captain  Wynne  to  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  11  December  1846,  adverting 

to  the  charges  in  Mr.  Westropp’s  memorial,  App.  p.  766- Extracts  of  letters  of 

Captain  Wynne,  dated  10,  13,  and  19  December  1846,  reporting  the  proceedings  at  the 
investigation  into  the  charges  against  Mr.  Millett,  ib.  p.  766,  767 Report  of  the  pro- 

ceedings, extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  ib.  p.  817. 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions- continued. 

III.  Proceedings  at  other  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  same  Barony : 
Presentment  made  at  tlic  first  extraordinary  sessions,  under  9 & 10  Viet.,  held  at 

Ennistimon  in  September,  Fallon  10362-10364 Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 

extraoi dinary  sessions  held  11  January  1847,  extracted  from  the  “Clare  Journal”  of 
14  January,  App.  p.  826. See  also  Stackpoole,  Dean. 

Corcomroe  Relief  Committee.  Resolutions  of  the  committee,  dated  14  August  1846,  testi- 
fying to  the  manner  in  which  Messrs.  Millett  and  Molloy  had  discharged  their  duties, 
App.  p.  804. 

Corcomroe  Relief  Lists.  Letter  from  Mr.  Millett,  dated  5 October  1846,  desiring  the  lists 
to  be  made  out,  App.p.  807. 

Cork  County.  Comparison  between  Clare  and  Cork  counties,  as  to  difficulty  in  obtaining 
lists,  and  as  to  destitution,  Gordon  14269-1427 5.  14307. 


Corn  Food.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  increasing  the  local  supplies 
of  corn  food,  Ev.  p.  40. 

Corojin  Presentment  Sessions.  See  Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions. 


Corofin  Relief  Committee.  Some  of  the  members  of  tins  committee  act  as  stewards  and 

^angers,  Wynne  490 The  clay  of  meeting  was  Tuesday  once  a fortnight,  Burton 

o8qc Mode  in  which  business  was  transacted  at  the  committee ; carelessness  and 

indifference  of  both  chairman  and  members;  objection  made  to  the  manner  of  signing  the 

lists  ib  3001-31127,  3040,  3050 Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne  at  the  committee,  ib. 

ggofi Also  of  the  gentry  and  magistrates,  and  clergy,  Protestant  and  Roman-catholic, 

ib. 3929-3936, 3951-3957-  , . „ , _ . 

Treatment  witness  (inspecting  officer)  experienced  on  Ins  first  visit  to  the  Corofin 
committee:  censure  passed  on  the  Government,  Fishbounie  5412—5416,  5435-5441 
How  far  ground  for  complaint  against  the  Government  existed  ; boundless  extent  or  the 
hopes  of  the  people,  ib.  5417 No  want  of  tools  that  witness  is  aware  of;  groundless- 

ness of  the  complaints  as  to  the  non-measurement  of  the  work;  strenuous  exertions  made 
by  the  Government  officers  to  put  the  people  on  the  works,  ib.  5418-5421  Extent  to 
which  the  gentlemen  were  overborne  by  the  inferior  members  of  the  committee,  tO. 

5422-5434 Report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee  on 

24  November  1846,  App.  p.  808. 


Corofin  Relief  Lists 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  putting  Persons  on  the  Lists. 

3.  Revision  of  the  Lists. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 


1.  Generally: 

Date  of  the  first  order  of  Government  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  men  on  the 

works,  Petty  5785 Directions  given  under  that  order  by  Captain  Fishbourne  tor 

inquiry  to  be  made,  ib.  5786-5793 Wiiness  does  not  recollect  refusing  to  employ  any 

on  the  ground  of  their  not  being  in  a state  of  destitution,  £J.  5795  —Occasion  0 
Captain  Wynne  addressing  the  people  at  Corofin,  and  censuring  witness  for  dismissing 
pei sons  from  the  works;  those  persons  were  reinstated  until  the  revision  of  the  lists; 
motives  of  Captain  Wynne,  ib.  5797-5820.  5837-5843*.  5863,  5864.  5882-5885-  6S9  ■ 

Complaint  witness  made  to  Mr.  Gamble  of  the  censure  passed  upon  him, 

5821-5826 Some  of  the  persons  so  reinstated  were  removed  by  the  committee  upon 

a revision  taking  place ; this  revision  would  not  have  been  effected  but  for  Cap  in 
Wynne,  ib.  5827,  5828. 

2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  putting  Persons  on  the  Lists  : 

Belief  of  witness  that  many  persons  were  put  on  the  relief  lists  who  had  no  business  to 

be  there.  Burton  3898-3900.  3943,  3944 Persons  from  witness’s  (a  magistrate  and 

member  of  a relief  committee)  own  property  were  on  the  lists  ; by  whom  put  on ; lncpurie 

made  into  their  circumstances,  ib.  3937 “3942 Greater  amount  of  abuse  existing  in  tne 

Corofin  district  than  in  any  other  part  of  Clare,  Fishbourne  5237-5245 — —Detailed  pa - 
ticulars  as  to  the  cases  of  individuals  in  comfortable  circumstances  on  the  lists,  Jre  y 

5734-5777 Direction  given  by  Captain  Wynne  to  make  out  a list  of  persons  in  com- 

‘fortable  circumstances  ; date  of  this  order  being  given,  ib.  5778-5784 — — On  accoun 
the  great  pressure  many  persons  were  put  on  ihe  works  without  labour  lists,  trom  0 
made  out  by  the  relief  committee  and  lists  signed  by  the  priest,  ib.  5794- 

Witness 
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Corofin  Relief  Lists— continued. 

2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  putting  Persons  on  the  Lists— continued. 

Witness  is  aware  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  upon  the  lists.  Lunch 

59°5  Lists  produced ; examination  in  reference  to  various  individuals  therein  ib. 
5906-5919  —Number  of  persons  on  the  lists  that  witness  can  speak  to  as  being  in 
comfortable  circumstances;  means  he  took  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  their  beino-  com- 
fortable; parishes  to  which  belonging,  ib.  5920-5938 Comparative  number  °on  the 

lists  m November  1846  and  February  1847,  Petty  6445-6449 How  far  the  lists  sent 

to  Captain  Wynne,  as  inspecting  officer,  by  the  committee,  were  irregular  and  informal, 

Cullinam  10094-10100- Perseverauce  of  the  committee  in  making  out  new  lists 

notwithstanding  Captain  Wynne  stated  that  the  number  exceeded  those  that  could  be 
employed,  ib.  10101,  10102. 

3.  Revision  of  the  Lists : 

Unjust  principles  on  which  the  revision  of  the  Corofin  relief  lists  was  carried  out, 

Wynne  370  et  seq. Number  out  of  100  cases  stated  by  witness  to  have  been  improperly 

placed  on  the  lists  that  he  is  prepared  to  substantiate,  ib.  402-418.  439-442 Threat 

held  out  by  witness  on  the  occasion  of  the  revision  of  the  lists  on  19  November,  to  stop 
the  works  unless  the  numbers  were  reduced  ; inquiry  and  scrutiny  instituted;  resolution 

come  to,  ib.  1610-1636 Large  number  of  persons  struck  off  the  lists  by  the  Board’s 

officers;  belief  that  the  objections  which  led  to  their  being  struck  off  were  well  founded, 
Burton  3945"3947 — -Witness  does  not  recollect  any  dissatisfaction  being  expressed  by 
the  relief  committee,  ib.  3948. 

List  of  improper  persons  from  the  parish  of  Inagh  on  the  Corofin  relief  lists.  Fish- 
bourne  5205 Evidence  in  elucidation ; admission  by  the  relief  committee  of  the  cor- 
rectness thereof;  consequent  erasure  of  the  names  from  the  lists,  £6.5206-5219 

Another  list  relating  to  Kilnamona  parish  produced,  ib.  5224 Evidence  in  elucidation 

thereof ; admission  by  the  committee  of  the  correctness  of  the  list,  ib.  5225-5236— 
The  committee  made  no  complaint  of  persons  being  kept  on  the  works  after  the  lists  had 

been  revised,  Petty  5829,5830 Number  of  persons  struck  off  the  lists  by  the  revision 

required  by  Capiain  Wynne;  number  subsequently  reinstated;  whether  the  same 

persons,  ib.  58S6-5890.  6438-6444 Revision  of  the  lists  at  Corofin  in  November 

1846,  by  Captain  Wynne ; number  struck  off;  paper  in  explanation  read;  use  made  of 
the  census  in  this  revision;  strong  resolutions  passed  against  it,  Cullhiani  10065-10089 

Large  number  (stated  to  be  1,800)  struck  off  at  the  instance  of  Captaiu  Wyune,  after 

that  inquiry;  they  were  almost  immediately  reinstated  ; whether  with  Captain  Wynne’s 
cognizance,  ib.  16090-10093.  10133-10136. 

4.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee: 

List  of  improper  persons  f rom  the  parish  of  Inagh,  on  the  Corofin  relief  lists,  Ev.  p. 

296 Similar  list  relating  to  the  parish  of  Kilnamona,  ib.p.  299 Extract  of  letter 

of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  26  November  1846,  in  which  he  states  the  committee  to  have 
left  the  comfortable  farmer  on  the  lists,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute,  App.  p.  764. 

See  also  Relief  (or  Labour ) Lists,  2. 

Coroners'  Inquests.  Antipathy  in  the  minds  of  the  people  to  the  holding  a coroner’s 
inquest,  Higgins  13319.  13320. 

Corry  (John)  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Gordon  6401. 

Cottier  Tenants.  Difficulty  experienced  by  the  Ennistimon  committee  in  drawing  the  line 

between  the  destituie  labourer  and  the  poor  cottier  tenant,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9237 

Explanation  of  the  term  “cottier  tenant,”  Fallon  10743-10748. 

County  Cess.  Extent  to  which  the  county  cess  has  been  paid  during  the  last  half  year, 
Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11880,11881. 

Creagh,  Mr.  Pierse.  Certificate  from  Mr.  Creagh,  chairman  of  the  Kilmoon  committee,  to 
witness,  referring  to  a list  of  persons  that  should  be  struck  oft  the  works,  Gordon  6349- 

Crops.  Principal  descriptions  of  crops  raised  (in  West  Clare),  Wynne  1877. 

Crowe,  Mr.  John,  jun.  Letter  of,  dated  1 1 March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  expressing  ap- 
proval of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev.  p.  143 ; and  App.  p.  796- 

Cullinam,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Formerly  secretary  to  the  Inchiquin,  Kil- 
mealy,  and  Ennis  relief  committees  (Clare);  fills  that  office  at  present  only  for  the  latter 
committee;  was  formerly  in  the  woollen  trade;  never  occupied  land,  9851-9862—— 
Assisted  in  the  preparation  and  revision  of  the  Inchiquin  list,  9862-9865  Rule 
observed  in  putting  persons  on  the  lists  of  the  before-mentioned  committees,  and  in  making 
out  the  lists ; witness  is  not  aware  that  the  conduct  of  the  committees  deserves  the  impu- 
tation of  “ injustice  and  cruelty,”  9866-9884. 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Cullinam,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  'Endence)- continued. 

Paragraph  in  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  26  November  1846,  read,  in  which  he  states 
that  “ at  Corofin,  on  24  November,  assisted  by  Colonel  Synge,  he  proved  at  least  100  cases 
in  which  the  comfortable  fanner  was  left  on  the  lists,  while  the  man  possessed  of  nothing 
but  his  spade  and  his  limbs  had  been  struck  off;”  witness’s  recollection  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  therewith;  use  made  of  the  census  of  1841  as  a guide;  objection 
made  thereto;  resolution  passed  by  the  committee,  9885-9925.  9998-10004.  10012. 

10023,  10024.  10107-10109 Practice  obtaining  with  the  committees  and  inspecting 

officer  to  allow  a destitute  person  to  point  out  a person  more  independent  than  himself 
who  was  on  the  works,  and  removing  that  person  to  make  way  for  such  applicant,  9926- 

9952 Frequent  complaints  made  by  the  committees  of  the  subordinate  officers  placing 

men  on  the  works  without  their  sanction,  9953"9955-  10158-10164 Instance  of  four 

out  of  a family  being  so  put  on  ; inquiry  instituted  and  resolution  passed  by  the  Kilmealy 
relief  committee,  dated  30  January  1 847  ; witness  enclosed  this  to  Mr.  Gamble ; his  reply, 
9956-9977- 

Statement  of  Captain  Wynne  that  on  one  road  there  were  50  pensioners;  actual 

number  proved  on  investigation  by  Mr.  Mahon,  9978-9990 Belief  that  inquiry  was 

usually  made  by  members  of  committees  before  putting  persons  on  the  lists  having  land 

and  cattle;  in  many  such  cases  the  persons  were  extremely  destitute,  9991-9995 

Witness  is  unacquainted  with  a single  instance  of  a landed  proprietor  attempting  to  put 

on  his  own  comfortable  tenants,  9996,  9997 Considerable  emigration  that  has  lately 

taken  place  from  Clare;  at  whose  expense  conducted,  10005-10007 Charge  laid 

against  some  of  the  persons  receiving  relief,  that  they  had  money  in  the  savings  bank; 
witness  cannot  prove  it  to  be  the  case,  10010,  loon. 

Reduction  effected  by  Captain  Fishbourne  in  the  baronies  of  Inchiquin  and  Inagh ; 
instructions  under  which  he  acted ; erroneous  information  on  which  in  some  instances 
he  proceeded,  10013-10018.  10025.  10052-10054 — —How  far  this  may  be  traced  to 
the  acting  upon  the  rule  compelling  the  person  desiring  to  be  put  on  to  point  out 
another  person  in  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  himself  on  the  lists,  10019-10022 

-Evidence  more  particularly  relating  to  a list  produced  by  Captain  Fishbourne  from 

the  parish  of  Killamona,  in  the  barony  of  Inchiquin ; part  taken  in  regard  thereto  by 
Mr.  Crowe,  Colonel  Wyndham’s  steward,  10026-10064. 

Revision  of  the  lists  at  Corofin  in  November  1846  by  Captain  Wynne  ; number  struck 
off;  paper  in  explanation  read ; use  made  of  the  census  in  this  revision ; strong  resolu- 
tions passed  against  it,  10065-10089 Large  number  (staled  to  be  1,800)  struck  off  at 

the  instance  of  Captain  Wynne  after  that  inquiry ; they  were  almost  immediately  put 
back  again  ; whether  with  Captain  Wynne’s  cognizance,  10090-10093.  10133-10136 

How  far  the  lists  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  as  inspecting  officer,  by  the  committees, 

were  irregular  and  informal,  10094-10100 Perseverance  of  the  committees  in  making 

out  new  lists,  notwithstanding  Captain  Wynne  stated  that  the  numbers  exceeded  those 
that  could  be  employed,  10101,  10102. 

Great  difficulties  with  which  the  committees  bad  to  contend,  10103, 10104 Greater 

difficulties  encountered  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  10105,  10106 Testi- 

mony to  the  zeal  and  judgment  with  which  Captain  Wynne,  Mr.  Gamble,  and  other 

officers  exercised  their  duties,  10106* Resolution  passed  on  19  November  as  to  the 

price  of  provisions  being  so  high  that  it  required  a greater  number  to  be  put  upon  the 
works  ; no  allusion  therein  to  the  absence  ot'  resident  landlords,  101 10-101 15— — Occa- 
sional applications  made  to  the  landed  proprietors  or  their  agents  for  contributions; 
amounts  raised  ; complaints  made  of  persons  of  large  property  not  contributing;  proba- 
bility of  many  with  considerable  apparent  property  being  much  distressed  from  not 

receiving  any  rent,  10116-10132 Large  extent  of  the  parish  of  Inagh  in  the  barony 

of  Inchiquin;  poor  description  of  land  ; dense  population,  10137-10.140. 

Captain  Wynne  stated  generally  to  the  committees  that  independent  persons  were  on 

the  lists;  did  not  point  out  any  specific  cases,  10141,  10142 The  committees  with 

which  witness  was  connected  made  a list  or  registry  of  the  several  parishes  within  their 
jurisdictions;  practice  in  Kilmealy  and  Inchiquin  and  other  districts  as  to  putting  the 

parties  more  or  less  destitute  on  the  list,  10143-10150 Particulars  as  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Quin  making  out  a census  (of  the  parish  of  Inagh),  spid  giving  it  to  Mr.  M‘B.ride,  with 

the  names  of  those  that  ought  to  be  employed,  10151-10157 Frequent  complaints  as 

to  the  non-rmeasurement  of  task-work ; resolution  of  19  November  on  the  subject,  10165- 

10171 Witness  gave  the  registries  made  by  the  Corofin  and  Ennis  committees  on 

24  February  10  Captain  Wynne;  has  not  received  them  back,  10172-10174. 

Witness  attended  the  extraordinary  sessions  (at  Corofin)  on  30  November  1846;  views 
urged  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  proceeding  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  in  preference  to  the 

Act;  nothing  unusual  in  his  manner,  101 75-10181 Complaints  that  he  then  madeas  to 

the  want  of  implements,  the  non-measurement  of  task-work,  and  the  waste  of  money, 

10182—10185 Concurrence  of  the  magistrates  and  cess-payers  with  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to 

the  presentment;  refusal  of  the  officers  to  sign  it;  discussion  between  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
O’Brien;  language  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  the  light  in  which  he  should  view  the  refusal  of 
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Cuttinam,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Mr.  Labouchere  to  sanction  the  presentment:  how  far  hypo- 
thetical, 10186-10191 Statement  made  by  Captain  Wynne  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had 

censured  the  Government  and  the  Board  ofWorks ; denial  thereof  by  Mr.  O’Brien  10102 
10193  Resolution  of  the  Corofin  committee,  dated  19  November  1846,  in  anticipation 

of  the  presentment  sessions,  read,  10194 Paragraph  in  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  of 

5 October  referring  to  productive  labour ; general  feeling  of  the  gentry  and  people  in 
favour  of  employment  on  tillage  inslead  of  productive  works ; arguments  in  support  of 
that  opinion;  sense  in  winch  the  word  "injurious”  is  used  by  the  committee  in  their 

resolution  as  applied  to  the  unproductive  works,  10195-10212 Slight  ^rounds  on 

which  the  people  made  complaints,  10213-10214. 

Dissent  to  the  statement  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  making  « a hustings 
speech  at  the  Corofin  meeting  of  30  November;  language  actually  used  by  him  as  to  tL 
want  of  implements,  10215-10222 Protest  made  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  present- 
ment, 10223, 10224 Statement  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  remarks  being 

4 calculated  to  produce  a mischievous  impression  on  the  people”;  absence  of  anything  to 

justify  such  an  apprehension,  10225,  1O226 Idea  entertained  by  the  people  that  they 

would  get  assistance  from  the  Government  either  in  seed  or  by  employment  in  tillage 
,0227 The  largest  proportion  of  the  people  had  no  land;  they  had  an  interest  in  the  til- 
lage nevertheless,  10228-10230 Presentment  made  by  the  barony  of  Inchiquin  to 

raise  a sum  of  money  to  employ  such  people  as  had  no  land  previously  to  30  November  • 
presentment  made  but  not  passed  on  that  day  for  employment  in  tillage,*  10231-1023* 

Occasions  of  Captain  Wynne  coming  in  collision  with  Roman-catholic  clergymen ; 

how  far  he  trespassed  beyond  the  bounds  of  common  courtesy,  10238-10279 Witness 

never  heard  members  of  committees  abuse  the  Government,  10280-10282. 


D. 

Daley  {Daly),  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  Wynne  413,  414.  1254. 

1580,  1581  5 Russell  5507-5515-  5517-5521 Remarks  on  the  case  in  the  “ Morning 

Chronicle  ” of  l January  1847,  Ev.p.  323,  and  App.p.  852. 

Daley,  Widow.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  321 1.-3222. 

Danaher,  Pat.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  M'Inirney  6015-6025.  6033-6043. 
6048-6050. 

Disturbances.  See  Intimidation.  Outrages.  State  0/  the  Country. 

Doherty, . Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Millett  4795  el  seq. 

Donations.  See  Subscriptions. 

Donohoe,  John.  Particulars  as  to  his  case,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  1 2348. 

Drumcliffe  Parish.  Number  of  persons  struck  off  the  works  in  this  parish  by  Captain 
Wynne,  between  19  and  31  December  1846,  John  Fitzgerald  6422-6425. 

“ Dublin  Evening  Post,”  The  (Newspaper).  Extract  from,  of  22  October  1 846,  as  to  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter  of  5 October,  Higgins  14098. 

Duggin,  Rev.  Mr.  p.  p.  Particulars  as  to  the  charge  brought  against  him,  Gordon  3524  ; 

Wynne  3525-3,537- Report  of  the  investigation  held  at  the  Carrigaliolt  committee,  15 

January  1847,  App.p.  831. 

Danleary.John.  Particulars  as  to  his  case,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11847. 

Dysart  Parish.  Its  population  and  number  of  families,  Cullinam  10070. 


E. 

Egan,  Tom.  Certificate  of  Mr.  Pierse  Creagh,  dated  12  March  1847,  referring  to  the  im- 
position practised  in  this  case,  Gordon  6349. 

Emigration,  Considerable  emigration  that  has  lately  taken  place  from  Clare ; at  whose 
expense  conducted,  Cullinam  10005-10007. 

Emmerson,  Martin.  Particulars  as  to  his  case.  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12339. 

Employment.  Passage  in  letter  of  witness  (inspecting  officer),  dated  25  February  1847 
(App.  p.  787),  stating  that  there  was  no  destitution  that  might  not  have  been  met  by  half 
tiie  amount  of  employment  actually  given ; confirmation  thereof,  Fishbourne  5339. 
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Engineers.  Powers  of  the  engineer  as  to  putting  men  on  the  lists  ; instructions  issued  by 

the  Board  on  the  subject,  Jones  725-7-28 The  local  engineer  ought  not  to  employ 

any  person  unless  with  the  sanction  of  the  inspector ; it  has  been  done  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  IVynne  1 31 6—1 Possibility  of  men  being  put  on  the  lists  with- 
out the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  the  engineer,  ib.  1966-1968 Number  of  en- 

gineers engaged  in  each  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  county  (Clare),  Gamble  2128-2134 

Natuie  of  witness’s  duties  ns  engineer-in-chief  in  West  Clare  ; his  appointment  as 

a member  of  the  relief  committees,  ib.  2140-2144 It  was  not  considered  officially 

part  of  the  engineer’s  duty  to  attend  the  relief  committees,  ib.  2142 Reports  made 

to  the  engineer  by  the  subordinate  officers,  and  by  the  engineer  to  the  Board  of 

Works,  ib.  2145,  2146 Duties  of  the  chief  engineer  as  to  setting  prices  upon  the 

measured  work,  ib.  2168 Severe  labour  imposed  on  the  engineer  and  those  under 

him  ; belief  that  they  did  their  duty,  ib.  2280-2283;  John  Fitzgerald  11636,  11637 

Duties  of  the  engineer  in  regard  to  commencing  works  after  the  presentment  was  made, 

Gamble  6656-6663 Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  29  November 

and  9 December  1846,  defining  the  duties  of  inspecting  officers  and  engineers,  Gordon 

14237 Distinct  instructions  issued  to  the  relief  committees;  the  engineer  had  nothing 

to  do  with  the  committees  at  all,  ib.  14238-14246, 

See  also  Gamble , Mr.  Government  Officers.  Instructions.  Local  Engineers. 

Ennis.  Meeting  of  deputies  of  relief  committees  held  at  Ennis  5 February  1847;  violent 
speeches  at  the  meeting  against  the  Government  and  its  measures,  Fiskbourne  5451. 
5456,  5457- 

Ennis  Petty  Sessions,  24  December  1846,  Report  of  the  proceedings  thereat,  extracted  from 
the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  31  December,  App.p . 825. 

Ennistimon  Dispensary.  Extent  of  the  dispensary  district ; annual  amount  of  the  sub- 
scriptions, Dr.  J.  Shannon,  9240,  924l  • 92^0-92®2, 

Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions.  Proceedings  in  cases  of  refusal  to  pay  wages  earned  on  the 
public  works  by  servants  of  farmers,  Gordon  3387  ct  seq.  ; App.  p.  785,  786.  799. 

Ennistimon  Presentment  Sessions.  See  Corcomroc  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions . 

Ennistimon  Relief  Committee  ; 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Particulars  as  to  the  Proceedings  at  various  Meetings  of  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally: 

Occasion  of  witness  attending  this  committee  ; its  usual  place  of  meeting  ; number  of 

persons  forming  it;  their  rank  in  life,  Wynne  173-184 Irregular  state  of  the  relief 

lists ; great  pressure  on  the  committee  from  labourers  desiring  to  be  put  to  work, 

Whitty  4138,  4139 Culpable  carelessness  in  the  mode  of  conducting  business  by  ike 

committee  ; efforts  made  by  witness  to  correct  this,  ib ■ 4140-4144 Attendance  of 

Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  committee,  ib.  4169-4177 Passage  in 

witness’s  (inspecting  officer)  letter  of  25  February  1847  as  to  the  Government  officers 
having  to  do  the  work  which  the  committees  ought  to  have  done  before  the  men  were  put 

to  woik,  Fishbuurne  5340 Number  of  members  on  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee; 

means  by  which  witness  was  put  on,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9256-9260. 

2.  Particulars  as  to  the  Proceedings  at  various  Meetings  of  the  Committee: 

Meeting  0/9  October  1846. — Number  of  persons  present  at  the  meeting  on  9 Oc- 
tober; Archdeacon  Whitty  was  in  the  chair,  Millelt  4743-4750 Complaints  made 

by  Major  Macnamara  on  that  occasion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Government,  ib. 

4751-4755 Requirement  of  the  committee  that  more  extensive  works  should  be 

ordered  by  the  Board,  ib.  4756-^4758. 

Meeting  of  15  October  1846. — Witness  (chairman  of  the  committee)  was  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  15  October  1846;  Captain  Baillie,  the  inspecting 
officer,  attended  it ; general  correctness  of  his  report,  Whitty  4103-4108 Major  Mac- 

namara and  Mr.  O’Brien  were  there  ; remarks  made  by  them  regarding  the  Government 
and  the  Board  of  Works  ; noise  and  confusion  prevailing;  objection  made  to  the  small 
number  of  men  (300)  proposed  by  Captain  Baillie  to  be  put  on  the  works,  ib.  4109-4121. 

4126-4132.  4211-4213 Attempt  made  hy  witness  to  defend  the  officers  ot  the 

Board  ; nature  of  the  charge  brought  against  them,  ib.  4122-4132 How  far  Major 

Macnamara  had  reason  for  making  the  complaints  he  did ; belief  of  witness  that 
although  the  measures  of  the  Government  did  not  meet  the  distress,  everything  was 

done  that  could  be  done  under  the  pressure,  ib.  4178-4186 Opposition  made  by 

Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  John  O'Brien  to  the  course  proposed  to  be  taken 

by  the  Government,  ib-  4187,  4188 Several  meetings  of  ihe  committee  had  been 

held  before  15  October,  ib.  4210. 

Report 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Ennistimon  Relief  Committee— continued. 

2.  Particulars  as  to  the  Proceedings  at  various  Meetings,  Spc. — continued. 

Report  made  by  witness  (inspecting  officer)  to  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  October  16 
1 846,  relative  to  the  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  1 5th  ; accuracy  of  that  report,  Baillie 
4637-4640  ; App.  p.  788 — - — Complaints  made  as  to  “jobbing/’  and  delay  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  works,  ih.  4641-4653.  4711-4719 Attempts  witness  made  lobring 

the  regular  business  before  the  committee;  use  made  of  the  word  “ selecting”  in  refer- 
ence to  a selection  of  individuals  for  a certain  work ; opposition  offered  to  such  selec- 
tion, ib.  4654-4659 Opposition  made  by  the  committee  (excepting  Archdeacon 

Whitty)  to  witness’s  views;  excittd  demeanor  of  several,  ib.  4660-4673.  4709,  4710. 

4727-4730 Attempt  made  by  the  committee  to  pass  resolutions  and  proceed,  whether 

the  works  were  or  not  sanctioned  by  the  Government, ib.  4674.  4683-4685 Statement 

of  Mr.  John  O’Brien  that  the  Government  should  employ  every  person  who  chose  to  go 
upon  the  works,  whether  destitute  or  not;  his  opinion  that  the  fact  of  their  going  to  the 

works  was  a test  of  poverty,  ib.  4675-4697 Assertion  made  at  the  meeting  that  the 

committee  would  pass  what  resolutions  they  pleased  and  let  the  Government  officers  take 
the  consequences,#.  4683- Remonstrances  witness  offered  to  the  passing  of  the  reso- 

lutions ; effect  he  stated  they  would  have  as  respected  his  personal  safety,  ib.  4698- 
4708.  4720 Excitement  produced  at  the  meeting  by  the  letters  of  the  under  secre- 
tary; on  what  grounds,  ib.  4720,  4721 Amount  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  levied  for 

the  works;  large  proportion  it  bore  to  the  whole  value  of  the  district;  reason  fur  sup- 
posing the  land  would  be  able  to  pay  in  the  course  of  years,  ib.  4722-4726. 

Repetition  of  Major  Macnamara’s  complaints  of  the  9th  October  at  the  mcetino-on 

15  October;  nature  of  those  complaints,  Millett  4759-4765 Suggestion  made5  by 

witness  to  Lieutenant  Baillie  to  take  the  application  for  labour  as  a test  of  destitution, 
and  to  select  by  lot  or  by  ballot ; modification  of  that  opinion  circumstances  have  induced 

witness  to  make,  J.  O'Brien,  m.p.  9470-9477 Fears  of  an  outbreak  entertained  if 

employment  was  not  given,  ib.  9475.  94S3-9486 Paragraph  in  Lieutenant  Buillie’s 

letter  (16  October  1846)  reporting  that  meeting, alluding  to  a guarantee  given  to  him  to 
induce  him  to  commence  the  works;  witness  joined  therein;  the  matter  however 

dropped,  ib.  9478-9480 Correctness  of  Lieutenant  Baillie’s  account  of  the  meeting; 

it  was  a scene  of  great  excitement  and  anxiety  rather  than  of  violence,  ib.  94S1,  0482 

Passage  in  this  letter  relating  to  the  complaint  of  “jobbing;”  feeling  of  the  people 

that  a considerable  portion  of  the  money  raised  for  their  relief  was  expended  in  the 
expensive  machinery  of  the  staff,  ib.  9487-9490. 

Meetings  of  5 and  18  November  1846. — Attendance  of  the  ptople  and  of  the  police  at 
these  meetings  ; behaviour  of  the  people;  repeal  meeting  held  in  the  same  building  on 

the  latter  occasion  (18  November),  Wynne  185-200.  296-298 Duration  of  those 

two  meetings  ; business  transacted,  ib.  216-218 Danger  in  which  witness  was  placed 

on  the  occasion  of  the  second  meeting;  circumstances  which  led  to  the  adjournment  of 

the  committee  from  the  open  court-house  to  the  private  room,  ib.  251-279 Witness’s 

impression  that  all  the  speeches,  except  that  of  Archdeacon  Whitty,  were  addressed  to 

the  people  in  court,  ib.  280,  281 Persons  present  at  the  meeting  of  5 November; 

matters  considered,  Millett  4774-4777 Complaint  made  by  Major  Macnamara  as  to 

Mr.  Millett  not  putting  persons  on  the  works  in  Killilagh  parish  ; unpleasant  discussion 
that  arose  as  to  cutting  the  hills;  apology  made  by  Major  Macnamara  to  Mr.  Millett, 
Millett  4870-4883 ; Fallon  10751-10764. 

Ennistimon  Relief  District.  Occasions  of  witness  urging  upon  Captain  Wynne  the  neces- 
sity of  giving  increased  employment;  his  statement  to  witness  as  to  the  proportion  of 
the  people  he  considered  it  right  to  employ ; complaint  thereupon  made  by  witness  of 
the  Ennistimon  district  not  being  so  advantageously  circumstanced  as  other  districts; 

Captain  Wynne’s  reply,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9107-9121 Names  of  the  principal  landed 

proprietors  of  the  district,  ib.  9301-9303 Large  number  of  poor  persons  in  the 

Ennistimon  district  not  on  the  list  for  employment,  Calcott  9708,  9709. 

Ennistimon  Relief  Lists.  Particulars  as  to  the  men  struck  off  these  lists  by  witness, 

Wynne  1389-1397 Persons  in  “ comfortable  circumstances”  placed  on  these  lists, 

ib.  2996,  2997 Irregular  state  of  the  relief  lists  in  October  1846,  Whitty  4I33"4137 

Imperfect  manner  in  which  the  lists  were  examined  by  the  committee;  circum- 
stances under  which  witness  (chairman)  signed  them,#.  4145-4152 -Result  of  a num- 

ber of  persous  not  destitute  being  put  on  the  lists;  consequent  exclusion  of  the  really 

destitute,  ib.  4153.  4163,  4164 Course  pursued  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  in  sending 

in  lists  ; vast  number  sent  in  by  him  ; many  being  men  who  ought  not  to  have  been  put 

on,  ib.  4154-4164 Course  that  ought  to  have  been  followed  iu  the  preparation  of  the 

lists;  actual  practice,  z"6. 43  65-41 6S. 

Acknowledgment  that  it  was  witness’s  duty  to  examine  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  persons  who  were  placed  on  the  lists;  impossibility  however  ot  bis  doing  so; 
efforts  he  made  to  induce  the  members  of  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  ot 

0.105.  5U  A® 
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Report,  1847— continued. 


Ennistimon  Relief  Lists — continued. 

.e  , ,1,.;,  ..verul  localities,  Watty  4-216-4225 L|ltlc  assistance  given 

the  people  within  committee  on  the  occasion  of  the  revision  of  tile  lists  by 

by  the  members  of  oaS— Irregular  manner  in  which  the  relief  lists  were 
Captiim  Fishboum  , ■ 4j3  4 3 thereon  ; steps  taken  by  witness  to  bring 

e'casls'  erX  ltfce  X tL  cLmittee ; what  these  steps  were  Millett^ 
7s,  recognizance  witness  had  of  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  relief  lists  of 
Ennistimon  -^general  impression  in  the  neighbourhood  that  they  were  put  on  by  the 
ftewar  “and  cheek-clerks,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9150-9157— -Improper  objects  also  got  on 
through  the  relief  committee;  this  owing  to  some  of  the  members  not  being  very 

through  tne  complaint  was  made  to  Captain  Wynne  on  this 

su^ect^ con versations  wh ness  has  iu/with  Captain  Gordon,  ».  9164-9.73— Belief 
rtot  dlere  were  persons  on  the  lists  who  ought  not  to  have  been  under  section  19  of  the 

C°^”itn^ss\as8noUreco*llectioif  ^^any^fettera  of  Captain  Wynne  being  sent  to  read,  nr 
discussed  at  the  committee,  calling  attention  to  irregularities  in  the  lists.  Dr.  J.  Shan- 

»o»  9179-9185 Letters,  dated  6 November  and  8 December  1846  addressed  by 

Stein  Wynne  ,0  the  Ennistimon  committee  relative  to  their  lists,  put  in  and  read, 

? PQ,g,  0,83 Supplementary  lists  were  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  just  as  he  was 

f ' u„9„mntv  it  0186  0187 How  far  the  columns  in  the  relief  lists  were  filled 

“ rSX  «ee  a ! SI-Q225 Witness  has  no  recollection  of  an  application 

hy  Captain  Wynne  10  the  committee,  on  31  October,  for  lists  of  persons  to  he  put  on 

the  woPrks  ih  9298,  9230 Paragraph  in  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  26  Novem- 

he,  .846:  read9,  in  wtoh  he  ntatefthkt  -at  Corofin,  on  the  24  November,  assis  ed  by 
Colonel  Syn-e,  he  proved  at  least  1 00  cases  in  which  the  comfortable  farmer  was  left  on 
the  lists,  while  the  man  possessed  of  nothing  but  his  spade  and  h,s  imbs  had  been  struck 
off  - ” circumstances  connected  therewith;  resolution  passed  by  the  committee,  Culli- 
nam  0885-9925.  9998.  10004-10012.  10023, 10024-  10107-10109— —Principle  on  which 
r Ennisttmon  committee  acted  in  regard  to  filling  up  the  column  for  'and  ; comparison 
with  the  practice  obtaining  in  the  Liscannor  district,  Whitty  12788-128-1  System  also 
pursued  with  respect  to  entering  opposite  the  name  of  a second  person,  taken  on : of  the 
same  family,  the  like  particulars  as  were  entered  opposite  the  first,  leading  to  the  infer 
e nee  that  they  were  two  distinct  families,  ib.  12822—12832. 

Estimates.  Rough  estimates  of  the  works  and  their  expense,  ordered  by  their  instruc- 
tions to  be  drawn  up  by  rhe  local  engineers ; substitute  adopted.  Gamble  -167. 

Evidence.  Reasonableness  of  the  people’s  aversion  to  give  evidence  « ^ 

about  their  own  private  affairs  to  a stranger,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11213  11 V3.  , 

merous  invesligations  into  complaints  and  abuses  held  by  Mr.  Gamble,  d'ffionlty  of 

eliciting  the  truth,  John  Fitzgerald  ,1638-1,640 Though  reliance  te  net  to  be  placed 

upon  the  evidence  given  by  applicants  in  their  own  cases,  it  may  be  taken  re  regard 

to  others,  Rev.  Tim  Shannon  11876-11879. See  also  Stachpoole,  Dean,  I.  4. 

Execution  of  Public  Works.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  the  execu- 
tion  of  public  works,  £v.  p.  39. 


Fallon,  Rev.  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Roman  Catliohc  rector  of  Kilhla0h, 

in  Corcomroe,  and  of  Kilmoon  and  Kileany,  in  West  Clare,  10283-10286  

ihe  formation  and  first  sitting  of  the  relief  committee  in  Killilagh,  10287,  I02bb 
Relief  previously  given  by  the  board  or  the  gentry  meeting  together,  10289, 

Major  Macnamara  was  appointed  chairman  ; witness  at  first  secretary,  t e • * 

Conolly,  his  curate,  subsequently,  10291-10293 Date  of  the  relief  committee  b g 

first  formed  in  Kilmoon  and  Kileany ; Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.  p.,  elected  chairman  , K-ev- 
Mr.  Conolly  treasurer;  witness  was  a member,  10294-10298.  .Tnro-p 

State  of  the  district  of  Killilagh;  character  of  its  population,  10299-10304 o 

number  of  fishermen;  markets  open  to  them  for  the  fish,  l0305—1C)3ti-  1034®  ,.  V 

pensiveness  of  the  bait ; description  thereof  used,  10312-10315-  Manner  in  w 

the  fishery  is  carried  on;  no  deep-sea  fishery;  great  want  of  proper  tackle  ana > 

10316-10327 Strong  desire  of  the  people  to  tarn  to  fishing,  10328,  1f)329 

step  has  been  taken  to  promote  this  desirable  object,  10332-10335— —Benefit  tua  wou 
result  from  sendiug  over  two  or  three  English  boats  and  twenty  Torbay  tistierm 

teach  the  people,  10336 No  safety-harbour;  facilities  for  the  formation  ot  om« 

a small  expense,  10337-10339 No  fish  sold  last  autumn;  the  tackle  having 

pawned;  this  drove  the  fishermen  to  the  public  works,  10341— 10345 -—-1 Uiuan  J 

quality  of  the  fish  on  the  coast,  10346-10349 If  the  proprietors  had  subseno 

lines  and  bait  it  would  have  enabled  the  fishermen  to  earn  the  means  ot  subsis  , 
10350-10352 Fish  not  used  in  Clare  as  manure,  10353. 

Names  of  the  principal  resident  and  non-resident  proprietors  ot  K.miia°;u^  ^00+ 

10360 Not  one  resident  landowner  in  Kilmoon  or  Kileany,  10361  rres,en 

made  at  the  first  extraordinary  sessions,  under  9 & 10  Viet.,  held  at  Ennistimon^n^^ 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Fallon,  Rev.  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

tember  ; attention  paid,  in  making  the  presentment,  to  the  works  being  in  the  localities  in 
which  the  destitute  were  situated,  so  that  they  might  not  travel  for  work,  10362-10364 

Great  destitution  prevailing  at  the  time  among  the  entire  population  of  Killilagh  ; 

clamour  and  importunity  for  work,  10366-10375 Commencement  of  the  works  in 

the  adjoining  barony  ofBurren  at  an  earlier  period  than  in  this;  impression  prevalent 

as  to  the  cause  of  that,  10368-10376 Period  of  the  works  being  opened  in  Killilagh ; 

steps  taken  to  put  the  people  on  the  works ; refusal  of  Mr.  Millett  to  put  on  more  than 
160  men;  large  number  (about  500  or  600),  however,  actually  put  on,  10378-10401. 

Measures  taken,  on  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  to  remove  those  ascertained  to  be 

unfit  objects  for  relief;  number  so  removed,  10402-10404 Passage  in  letter  of  witness 

to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  16  October  1846,  in  which  he  thanks  him  for  this  “ comprehensive 

measure  ol  relief,”  10405-10407 How  far  delay  took  place  in  commencing  the 

works;  probable  reason  of  the  works  in  Burren  being  commenced  at  an  earlier  period 
than  those  in  Corcomroe  Barony ; period  of  the  committees  being  formed  in  those 

baronies  respectively,  10408-10442 Number  of  men  employed  before  the  meeting  of 

the  Killilagh  committee;  they  were  put  on  without  any  lists;  by  whom  so  put  on, 
10443-10450. 

Lieutenant  Baillie  preceded  Captain  Wynne  as  inspecting  officer  for  West  Clare; 

neither  attended  the  Killilagh  committee,  10451-10455.  10777-10779 Evidence  as 

to  certain  circulars,  papers,  &c.,  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  Killilagh  com- 
mittee, 10456-10461 Instructions  furnished,  10462 Applications  made  by  Captain 

Gordon  for  lists ; compliance  therewith ; probably  not  to  the  full  extent  he  required ; 

no  application  by  Captain  Wynne,  10463-10467 No  complaint  was  made  of  the 

non-attendance  of  Captain  Gordon  at  the  committee,  10468,  10469 Occasion  of 

Captain  Wynne  going  over  a portion  of  the  lists  with  witness  and  Mr.  Conolly,  10470- 

10472.  10537-10540 The  men  put  on  the  works  by  the  committees  with  which 

witness  was  connected  were  regularly  checked  and  paid,  10473. 

Complaint  made  by  witness  to  Captains  Gordon  and  Wynne,  that  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Works,  in  Killilagh,  did  not  afford  the  necessary  assistance  and  information 

to  the  committee,  10474,  10475 Statement  witness  made  to  them,  that  their  conduct 

was  contrary  to  the  circular  of  Inspector  Hotham  in  the  “Times”  newspaper;  their 
answer  thereto;  the  circular  directed  check-clerks  and  overseers  to  attend  committees 

and  give  assistance  and  information,  10476-10481 Letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Gamble  to 

Mr.  W.  M.  Macnamara,  dated  2 December,  on  this  subject,  read ; recollection  witness  has 

thereof,  10482,  10483 Great  inconvenience  which  the  committee  experienced  from 

the  non-attendance  of  the  check-clerks  and  stewards;  witness  has  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  absent  themselves  from  the  works, 
10484-10488.  10513.  10519-10524. 

Rank  in  life  of  the  stewards  and  check-clerks,  10489-10491 Complaints  made  by 

the  Killilagh  committee  of  the  irregularities  that  arose  from  the  absence  of  those  subor- 
dinate officers  from  the  committee,  10492 Direction  given  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  the  prin- 

cipal overseer  to  attend  the  committee  whenever  a requisition  to  that  effect  was  sent  to 

him,  10493 Reason  of  this  not  being  useful,  10494 How  far  direct  application  was 

made  to  Mr.  Gamble  to  sanction  such  attendance  of  the  resident  subordinate  officers, 


10495-10504 Letter  of  Mr.  Millett,  dated  21  November  1846,  directed  to  certain 

check-clerks,  read;  it  was  that  direction  of  whichthe  committee  complained;  the 

inconvenience  suffered  explained,  10505-1°512 Witness’s  evidence  is  derived  from 

Mr.  Conolly,  who  has  not  been  summoned,  10514-10518. 

Occasion  of  Captain  Wynne  remarking  as  to  the  funds  being  intended  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  and  not  for  the  payment  of  the  landlords’  rent;  reply  witness  made  thereto, 

10525-10539 Complaint  witness  made  to  Captain  Wynne  at  Ennistimon  of  the 

inconvenience  resulting  to  poor  tradesmen  from  irregular  and  long  payments;  answer  of 

Captain  Wynne,  10540-10546 Resolution  passed  at  the  committee  condemning 

Mr  M'Inirney’s  conduct ; it  was  not  sent  because  he  apologised  ; nature  of  the  charge 
against  him;  absence  of  any  pretence  for  asserting  that  lie  was  arrested  upon  that 
occasion;  incorrectness  of  the  statements  contained  in M'lnirney’s letter  to  Mr.  Millett, 

10547-10595 Testimony  to  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which  Captain  Gordon  exe- 

ecuted  the  duties  of  his  office,  10596,  10597. 

Witness  attended  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Westropp’s  charges  against  Mr.  O linen, 
held  at  Liscannor,  on  17  December;  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  _were  there; 
number  of  persons  present;  Major  Macnamara  presided,  10598-10607  Substance  of 
Mr.  O’Brien’s  address ; number  of  witnesses  examined  ; prominent  part  taken  by  Daniel 
Neylan ; mode  of  examination  pursued ; charge  made  against  Neylan  by  Mr.  O Brien, 

10608-10633 Astonishment  expressed  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  Mr.  Westropp  not 

being  present,  10634 Belief  that  Captain  Wynne  was  not  justified  in  making  the 

report  he  did,  10635-10638 Publicity  given  to  the  fact  of  the  inquiry  being  about  to 

take  place,  10639-10642 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  aversion  existing  on  the  part 

of  the  people  to  give  evidence,  10643,  10644 Does  not  think  any  fear  of  injury  from 

Mr.  O’Brien  prevailed  to  prevent  evidence  unfavourable  to  himself  being  given,  10645, 
10646. 

o’lOfi.  5 U 2 H,sh 
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Fallon,  Rev.  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evident  ^-continued. 

,.l,„acter  of  Mr.  O'Brien  as  a landlord ; large  sums  expended  by  him  in  improv- 

Hiphc  nnfil7_io6^i None  of  the  tenants  on  his  estate  at  Kilhlagh  were 

Sfce^ on  the works;  size  of  that  property  10652-10663.  10698-10701 

Feeling  amonw  the  people  that  the  presentment  ought  to  be  made  for  useful  andpro- 
fitab  I works;  works  comprehended  in  that  term  ; objection  of  the  Government  officers 
IttaDie  wore  , . contrarv  to  law  ; witness's  decided  opinion  in  its  favour,  10664- 

fo°G°67— PopuLsInd  destitute  state  of  the  Liscannor  district;  means  of  obtaining 

a Subsistence,^  0668-1 0677.  1068  a,  10683 Mr.  O’Brien  the  only  resident  landlord; 

emMoTment  he  affords  to  other  than  his  own  tenants  ; acts  of  generosity  and  consider- 

ateness  attribuled  to  him,  10684-10701 Similarly  high  character  ascribed  10  Major 

Macnamara;  belief  that  none  of  his  tenants,  except  those  m a state  of  destitution, 

annlied  for  relief  on  the  public  works,  10702-10720. 

T e possession  of  caltle  no  test  of  destitution ; wretchedly  poor  condition  of  the  cattle 
in  tile  district;  instances  of  people  killing  cattle  in  order  to  quality  themselves  for 

employment  on  the  works,  10704-10733 Difficulty,  if  no  impossibility,  of  selling  the 

3, -10,30 How  far  the  possession  of  land  ts  to  be  taken  as  a test  of  destitution  ; 

a person  with  fifty  ot  sixty  acres  of  land  and  seven  cows  might  be  in  a state  of  destitution, 

10Wtoes!was  present  at  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  Ennistimon,  at  which  the  dis- 
agreement between  Mr.  Millelt  and  Major  Macnamara  took  place  ; particulars  relative 
S language  of  both  parties;  apology  made  by  Major  Macnamara.;  promise  made 
by  Mr  Millltt  (not  fulfilled!  to  put  a number  ol  men  to  work  on  a certain  day,  10751- 
10764— -"-Committees  of  which  witness  was  member  ; whether  they  ever  sect  any  lists 

to  him  10765-10771 Probable  number  of  persons  struck  off  the  Kilhlagh  list  by 

Captain  Gordon  in  February  last,  10770-10774.  10784-10788 General  approval  of 

thePconduct  of  Mr.  Gamble;  10775 Prepossession  against  Captain  Wynne  ; ground. 

the, eof;  opinion  that  he  was  wanting  in  discretion,  and  that  he  was  not  a very  active 

officer  10775-10783 The  country  was  in  its  ordinary  state  of  tranquillity,  10789 

Sny  of  those  stluck  off  the  lists  had  been  admitted  by  tickets  of  mourners  of  the  eorn- 
mittee  ■ witness  signed  some  of  those  tickets,  10790-10795 Witness  has  no  recollec- 

tion of  a set  of  instructions  being  sent  from  the  relief  commissariat  office,  stalled  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  10796. 

fSecond  Exemination.l-Furtber  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  conversation  witness 
had  with  Captain  Wynne,  at  Lisdoonvana,  on  lg  November  (Q.  10505)  ; as  <0  certain 
individuals  obtaining  money  from  the  Ennistimon  loan  hind,  paying  then  rent  ®'u' 
it,  and  then  applying  the  proceeds  of  their  labour  on  the  public  works  towards  repay™ 

the  money  so  bin-owed,  10797-10810 -Distance  °f  Kilhlagh  ft, cm  Lwcannni ^ Ba. , 

and  of  the  nearest  part  of  Liscannor  from  the  fishery  of  Ballyhalme,  10811,  '0°la- 

Considerable  reductions  in  the  incomes  ol  the  Roman-catholic  clergy  flora  the  pres- 
sure of  the  times  ; other  causes  than  the  failure  of  tile  potatoe  crop  °P“atl"S  <■“  r™"““ 

this  10813-10840 Subscriptions  entered  into  in  Lisdoonvana  and  Kilhlagh,  between 

November  and  May ; contribution  made  by  Government,  10841-10846.  l°»5° 
Manner  in  which  expended  ; those  employed  on  public  works  received  a share,  1084  . 

10853.  10866 The  subscribers  were  suffering  from  the  pressure  of  *e ‘imes,  10854, 

10855- The  large  sums  appropriated  to  the  Government  works  fell  short  of  what  was 

required  to  give  efficient  relief;  discontent  and  dissensions  caused  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  money  was  applied,  10856-10865. 

[Third  Examination.]— Practice  pursued  in  the  Killilagh  district  as  to  ‘i*1’* 

labour  lisls  the  number  of  acres  in  the  column  for  land  ; whether  calcula 

the  inspecting  officers,  10751-12784 Subscriptions  raised  m the  district  t to 

landlords  between  October  and  March,  12785-12787. 

Farms.  Various  sizes  of  farms  in  the  Liscannor  district;  rents  paid  ; to  what  extent  the 
rents  would  remain  unpaid  this  year,  Rev.  Tim  Shannon  11884-11898. 

Farmers.  See  Landholding.  Landowners.  Small  Farmers. 

Farm  Servants.  Farmers  in  several  instances  put  their  servant-boys  upon  the  works, 
made  them  hand  over  their  wages  to  them  ; papers  relating  thereto  put  in, 

3368-337 1 . 3386-3401 ; App.  p.  785, 786.  799. 

See  also  Boys.  Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions. 

Finucane  Dr.  Letter  from  Dr.  Finucane,  dated  12  March  1847,  t0.NIr.  O’Brien,  referring 
to  the'  message  sent  through  him  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Millett,  Millett  5090 
General  particulars  as  to  the  message,  Moloy  5594-0625. 

See  also  Millett , Mr.  , 

Fishloume,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Commander  in  the  oja 

Navy,  5198 Has  been  stationed  in  Clare  as  inspecting  officer,  and  under  tn 

sury,  5199.  5200.5238.  5360-5363 Lists  furnished  when  the  "7*^  *%201_ 

brought  into  operation ; revision  thereof  falling  within  the  scope  ot  witness  s auiy,  o- 
£203!! Improper  persons  introduced  thereon,  5204 List  of  such  persons  r0 
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Fishbourne,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

parish  of  Inagh,  belonging  to  the  Corofin  committee,  5205 Evidence  in  elucidation 

thereof;  admission  by  the  lelief  committee  of  the  correctness  thereof;  consequent 
erasure  of  the  names  from  the  lists,  5206-5219. 

Practice  prevailing  at  committees  for  the  chairman  to  sign  the  lists  without  examina- 
tion ; throwing  the  responsibility  of  finding  out  the  improper  cases  upon  the  inspect- 
ing officer,  5220-5223 — —Another  list  relating  to  Kilnamona  parish  produced,  5224 

Evidence  in  elucidation  thereof;  admission  of  the  correctness  of  the  list  by  the 

committee,  5'22o“5236 Greater  amount  of  abuse  existing  in  the  Corofin  district  than 

in  any  other  part  of  Clare,  5-37-5-45 Difference  in  witness’s  duties  under  the 

Treasury  and  under  the  Board  of  Works;  instructions  issued  by  the  Treasure,  dated 
15  January  1847;  5246-5262. 

Paragraph  in  letter  of  witness  (dated  2 February  1847,)  alluding  to  “ comparatively 
rich  people  wearing  the  trappings  of  poverty,  and  thrusting  themselves  on  the  roads;” 

truth  thereof,  5263-5265.  5274-5276 Paragraph  in  the  same  letter  adverting  to  the 

fact  of  two  poor-law  guardians,  and  ex-officio  members  of  the  relief  committee,  obtaining 

the  situation  of  gangsmen  on  the  public  works,  5266-5268 Copy  of  circular,  dated 

Ennis,  3 February  1847,  addressed  by  witness  to  the  committees,  complaining  of  their 

conduct,  5269.  5358,  5359 Statement  in  witness’s  letter,  dated  27  February  1847,  as 

.to  persons  on  the  list  for  the  parish  of  Kihnurry  being  relatives,  tenants,  or  tenants  of 
employers  of  members  on  the  committee ; verification  of  this  statement,  5270-5273. 5293- 

5-95-  5-99>  5300-  5354_5357 Local  information  witness  believes  the  committees, 

especially  the  priests,  to  have  possessed,  and  which  they  might  have  brought  to  bear  on 
the  cases  of  persons  presenting  themselves  for  relief,  5274-5280. 

Very  unsatisfactory  and  inefficient  lists  furnished  by  the  committees ; belief  that  this 
may  be  traced  to  carelessness,  and  a desire  to  conceal  the  truth,  5281-5283 Preva- 

lence of  the  practice  of  putting  improper  persons  on  the  lists  throughout  Clare,  5284- 

5287 Exceptions  thereto,  5288-5292 Authority  by  whom  the  relief  committees 

were  constituted  and  the  members  appointed;  limited  means  of  selection,  5296-5298 

Letter,  dated  27  February  1847,  addressed  by  witness  to  the  committee  at  Kil- 

rnurry  (lbrickane),  holdiugthem  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths,  and  lor  the  destitu- 
tion prevailing  in  that  parish,  5301,5302 Private  letter  sent  in  reply,  calling  upon 

■witness  to  explain  or  rescind  this  statement;  his  refusal  to  do  so;  explanation  given 
by  the  committee  in  the  shape  of  a reformation  of  the  abuses  complained  of,  5303_53°9 

Evidence  in  support  of  another  paragraph  in  the  same  letter,  complaining  of  the 

lukewarmness  of  the  residents  in  regard  to  raising  subscriptions,  and  otherwise  taking 
measures  tor  meeting  the  distress,  5310-5318.  5325_5334- 

Absence  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  tiie  Ltscannor  committee ; report  spread  by 
them  tending  to  create  excitement  against  witness,  5319“5324 — —Complaint  in  wit- 
ness’s report  of  the  improper  application  of  horse-work;  explanation  thereof ; it  refers 

to  East  Clare,  5335-5338 Passage  in  letter  of  25  February,  stating  that  there  was  no 

destitution  that  might  not  have  been  met  by  lialf  the  amount  ot  employment  actually 

given  ; confirmation  thereof,  5339 Further  passage  as  to  the  Government  officeis 

having  to  do  the  work  which  the  committees  ought  to  have  done  before  the  men  were 

put  to  work,  5340 Another  passage  stating  reasons  for  concluding  the  committees  to 

have  an  interest  in  the  continuance  of  abuses ; evidence  in  proof  of  its  correctness,  5341- 


Date  of  witness  visiting  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  ; his  reasons  for  not  sending 
notice  of  his  intention  to  the  committee;  whether  Captain  Gordon  gave  any,  53^1- 53°^ 

Business  transacted  cn  the  day  witness  visited  the  committee ; time  at  which  he 

arrived,  5369-5376 Complaint  made  by  a man  outside,  that  it  was  useless  to  apply 

to  the  Liscannor  committee  to  be  placed  upon  t|ie  public  works,  unless  he  had  a horse  to 
lend  to  the  committee-men,  or  could  make  some  return  ; mention  witness  made  of  tins  to 

•Captain  Gordon;  inquiry  instituted,  5377“5388 Opinion  expressed  by  witness  to  the 

Liscannor  committee,  that  if  people  were  unable  to  hold  their  lands  they  should  give 
them  up  and  turn  labourers,  5389-5391.  . ..  . 

Statement  in  letter  of  witness  to  Colonel  Jones,  dated  22  March  1847,  describing  a vio- 
lent attack  made  upon  him  (App.p.  7981;  danger  in  which  he  was  placed ; protection  and 
assistance  that  he  received  from  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Stoddurt,  539-~5402 
Total  absence  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  relief  committees,  as  a bodv,  with  wit- 
ness ; from  the  gentlemen  lie  did  receive  such  countenance,  54°3-54°5  inspects  in 
which  thev  failed  to  afford  the  support  witness  had  a right  to  expect ; systematic  censure 
of,  and  hostility  to  the  Government  and  its  officers  and  measures,  5400  et  seq.  ltesuic 
thereof  exhibited  in  intimidation,  riots,  and  disturbances;  opinion  that  the  committees 
are  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  riots  and  lives  lost,  5406-5409  Uther  persons 
besides  witness  on  whom  attacks  were  made,  54.10,5411- Treatment  witness  experi- 

enced on  his  first  visit  to  the  Corofin  committee;  terms  m wh.ch  the  Government  and 
its  officers  were  spoken  of,  5412-5416.  5435-544‘— H°'r  f«  ground  for  compiamt 
against  the  Government  existed  ; boundless  extent  of  the  hopes  of  the  people,  04  7- 

How  far  a want  of  tools  existed,  5418 Groundless  complaints  of  the  task-work  not 

leing  measured  in  time,  5419.  54*° Strenuous  exertions  made  b,  the  Government 

0.105.  5U3 
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Fishbourne,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

officers  to  put  the  people  on  the  works,  5421— — Qualification  of  previous  evidence  as  to 
the  gentlemen  on  the  committees  affording  witness  support;  they  were  courteous,  and 
threw  no  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  merely  took  a neutral  part;  how  far  the  gentlemen 

were  overborne  in  the  committees  by  the  inferior  members,  5422-5434 Admission 

that  the  system  of  intimidation  prevailing  prevented  committees  acting  as  they  ought, 

5442.  5456,  5457 Effect  of  a denial  of  co-operation  to  witness  in  an  augmented  and 

wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  5443 Thereby  increasing  the  sufferings  of 

the  people,  and  the  risk  of  life  from  starvation  and  disease,  5444 Effect  also  in  ex- 

posing the  Government  officers  to  great  personal  risk,  5445?  5446- 

Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  22  March,  to  the  effect  “ that  distress  was  not  the  real 
cause”  of  riot;  belief  that  the  cause  was  the  desire  to  keep  up  the  abuses  prevailing, 
5447,  5448 Belief  also  that  that  desire  and  the  riot  and  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  strengthened  by  the  conduct  of  the  resident  proprietors,  5449.  5450 

Overt  acts  of  the  landed  proprietors  to  which  this  operation  of  the  public  feeling  may  be 

attributed,  5451-5453.  545*3,5457 Status  in  society  of  the  gentlemen  who  attended 

the  committees  ; names  of  several  not  joining  in  the  attacks  on  Government,  5454,5455 

Names  of  proprietors  employing  labourers  on  private  works,  5458-5463 Want 

of  any  general  effort  on  the  part  of  those  proprietors  to  meet  the  destitution,  5464 

No  instances  of  landowners  turning  off  their  labourers  to  get  them  put  on  the  works; 

small  farmers  did  so  entirely,  5465,  5466 Effect  of  this  system  to  leave  the  land 

without  tillage  or  cultivation,  5469 Witness  was  in  the  Niger  expedition,  5470. 

Fishbourne,  Captain.  The  stopping  of  the  task-work  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  led 

to  the  attack  on  Captain  Fishbourne,  Wynne  63,  64.  74- Copy  of  circular,  dated 

3 February  1847,  issued  by  Captain  Fishbourne  to  the  relief  committees  of  the  county 

Clare,  complaining  of  their  conduct,  Ev.  p.  303 Reduction  effected  by  Captain 

Fishbourne  in  the  baronies  of  Inchiquin  and  Inagh;  instructions  under  which  he  struck 
them  off ; erroneous  information  on  which  in  some  instances  lie  proceeded,  Cullviam 

10013-10018.  10025-10052.  10054 How  far  this  may  be  traced  to  the  acting  upon 

the  rule  compelling  the  person  desiring  to  be  put  on  to  prove  another  person  on  the 
lists  to  be  in  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  himself,  ib.  10019-10022 Prin- 

ciple urged  by  Captain  Fishbourne  that  those  holding  land  should  give  it  up  and  turn 
labourers,  Rev.  Tim  Shannon  12698—12713. 

Extracts  from  letters  of  Captain  Fishbourne  relative  to  the  abuses  prevalent  in  the 

relief  districts  of  Clare,  App.  p.  787 Letter  from  Captain  Fishbourne  to  Colonel 

Jones,  dated  22  March  1847,  narrating  an  attack  made  on  him  at  Newmarket-on-Fevgus 

on  the  previous  day,  ib.  p.  798 Letter  from  Mr.  Griffith  to  Mr.  Hill,  dated  24  March 

1847,  relating  thereto,  ib.  p.  799 Particulars  of  an  attack  upon  Captain  Fishbourne, 

extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  ib.  p.  846. 

Fisheries.  Large  number  of  fishermen  in  the  Killilagh  district;  markets  open  to  them  for 

the  fish,  Fallon  10305-10311.  10340 Expensiveness  of  the  bait;  description  thereof 

used,  ib.  10312-10315 Manner  in  which  the  fishery  is  carried  on  ; no  deep-sea  fish- 
ing; great  want  of  proper  tackle  and  boats,  ib.  10316-10327 Strong  desire  of  the 

people  to  turn  to  fishing,  ib.  10328,  10329 No  step  has  been  taken  to  promote 

this  desirable  object,  ib.  10332-10335 Benefit  that  would  arise  from  sending  over 

two  or  three  English  boats  and  twenty  Torbay  fishermen  to  teach  the  people,  ib.  10336. 
No  safety  harbour;  facilities  for  the  formation  of  one  at  a small  expense,  Fallon 

]0337_10339 No  fish  sold  last  autumn,  the  tackle  having  been  pawned  ; this  drove 

fishermen  to  the  public  works,  ib.  10341-10345 Quantity  and  quality  of  the  fish  on 

the  coast;  herring  fishing  is  very  seldom  attempted,  ib.  10346-10349 If  the  pro- 

prietors had  subscribed  for  lines  and  bait  it  would  have  enabled  the  fishermen  to  earn 
the  means  of  subsistence,  ib.  10350-10352- — Fish  not  used  in  Clare  as  manure,  10. 

10353 Distance  of  Killilagh  from  Liscannor  Bay,  and  of  the  nearest  part  of  Ltscan- 

nor  from  the  fishery  of  Ballyhaline,  ib.  108 11,  10812. 

Fisher- Street.  See  Killilagh  (or  Fisher -Street)  Relief  Committee. 

Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Clergyman  of  the  Church  of 

England;  vicar  and  prebendary  of  Clondegad,  10867,  10868 -Is  well  acquainted 

with  the  parish  and  relief  district  of  Clondegad ; was  chairman  of  the  relief  committee 

whilst  Captain  Wynne  was  inspecting  officer,  10869-10875 Made  out  and  sen 

lists  to  Captain  Wynne  ; contents  thereof,  10876-10887 Considerable  variation  m 

the  forms  sent  by  the  Government;  difficulty  and  confusion  this  occasioned,  10800- 

10896 Application  made  by  witness  to  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  for  forms 

and  stationery ; answer  that  he  received  ; explanation  with  reference  to  certain  forms 
at  page  433  of  the  Blue  Book;  complaints  made  of  the  forms  sent  in  by  witness 
being  irregular  and  inconvenient,  10897-10928.  11006-11008.  , 

Incorrectness  of  the  allegation  contained  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  22  Decern  e 
1846,  as  to  the  employment  lists  issued  by  him  for  seven  hundred  and  seventy  persons 

being  “quite  sufficient  at  present,”  10929-10934 Complaint  of  another  passage, 

alleging  the  “information  contained  in  these  sheets  to  be  false,  though  signed  by  -t  1 
& * chapman- 
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Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

chairman  (a  Protestant  clergyman) letter  that  Captain  Wynne  wrote  to  witness,  dated 
28  December,  on  this  subject;  evidence  in  explanation,  10935—10955. 

Complaint  as  to  the  next  allegation,  stating  that  he  (Captain  Wynne)  had  « sent  for 
a gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  parish,  who  assured  him  of  the  incorrectness  of  the 
lists,  and  that  in  most  cases  the  families  are  multiplied  by  two”;  connexion  of  Mr.  Whit- 

stone  herewith,  10956-10368 Particulars  of  what  took  place  at  Knock  presentment 

sessions  on  24  December,  when  witness  inquired  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  nature  of 

the  complaint  he  had  sent  in  to  the  Board  of  Works,  10969-10974 Copy  of  letter 

addressed  by  witness  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  22  December  1846,  referring  to  the 
subject  of  the  complaints;  answer  received  thereto,  dated  28  December  1846;  10974- 
10979  Further  letter  addressed  by  witness  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  2g  Decem- 
ber 1846,  demanding  the  name  of  the  “ gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  locality;” 

Captain  Wynne’s  reply,  dated  30  December  1846;  10980-10983 Witness  concluded 

that  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  22  December  was  addressed  to  the  Board  of  Works; 
would  not  have  made  the  same  complaint  of  it  had  he  been  aware  that  it  was  addressed 

to  his  brother-in-law,  10984-11001.  11009 Captain  Wynne  did  not  investigate  the 

matter  in  committee;  admission  witness  made  at  the  meeting  at  Knock  that  there  must 

be  inaccuracies,  11002-11005 Evidence  generally  relating  to  the  lists  (p.  433  of  the 

Blue  Book)  complained  of;  names  of  tenants  of  witness  put  on  by  mistake;  steps  he 
took  to  get  them  struck  off,  particularly  John  King;  probable  number  of  witness’s 
tenants  on  the  works;  number  that  might  have  been  on  without  his  cognizance  ; parties 
by  whom  put  on,  11010-11-11114.  11152-11168.  11370,  11371. 

Incorrectness  of  the  report  published  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  the  meeting  at 

Clondegad  ; in  what  respects,  11 115-11129 Danger  in  which  Captain  Wynne  was 

placed  owing  to  the  excitement  prevailing  among  the  people  at  that  meeting ; violent 
conduct  of  a man  named  John  Monaghan  ; steps  witness  took,  in  conjunction  with  the 

priest,  to  protect  him,  11129-11137 Witness  always  evinced  a desire  to  protect  the 

Government  officers  from  injury,  11138 Great  influence  possessed  by  the  members 

for  Clare  over  the  people;  that  influence  was  never  exercised  injuriously  to  ilie 

Government  officers,  111 39—1 1147 Inaccuracy  of  the  report  as  to  the  interference 

of  the  police  on  the  occasion  of  Captain  Wynne  seizing  a man  named  John  Monaghan  ; 
witness  and  the  priest  alone  interfered,  11148-11151. 

Cognizance  witness  had  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  on  the  list, 

11162-11168 Witness  is  not  aware  whether  Captain  Wynne  made  any  personal 

investigation  to  substantiate  the  charge  he  made  against  the  lists  signed  by  witness; 

letter  witness  addressed  to  him;  his  answer,  1 1169-11174 Great  pressure  on  the 

officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  11175 Great  difficulties  likewise  experienced  by 

the  committees  in  exercising  their  duties,  11176 Further  explanation  relative  to  the 

tenants  of  witness  on  the  relief  lists;  specific  names  referred  to;  error  therein  pointed 
out,  11177-11201. 11279. 

Period  at  which  witness  received  notice  of  his  beintr  about  to  be  summoned  to  attend 


this  Committee ; occurrences  that  took  place  after  it  became  known,  1 1202-11206. 11220- 

11223 The  fact  of  possessing  ten  or  fifteen  acres  of  land  is  no  proof  of  comfortable 

circumstances,  1 1207-11212 Reasonableness  of  the  people’s  aversion  to  give  evidence 

or  answer  inquiries  about  their  own  private  affairs  to  a stranger,  11213-11223- — —The 
poor-law  rating  no  test  of  the  destitution  or  comfort  of  the  persons  rated  ; superiority  of 

the  tithe  valuation  of  1825  ; 11224-11226 The  relief  committee-men  were  the  most 

capable  of  knowing  the  condition  of  persons  put  on  or  excluded  from  the  lists ; the 
responsibility  of  putting  on  improper  persons  would  rest  with  them,  11227-11231. 

Extent  to  which  the  quantity  of  cattle  would  be  a test  of  destitution;  extreme 
difficulty  the  farmers  bad  in  maintaining  their  cattle  ; bar  existing  to  their  bringing  it 

to  sale;  prices  at  Christmas  last,  U&3i*-US54- The  registry  of  freeholders  prior  to 

1846  was  not  available  as  a test  of  destitution;  case  adduced  in  illustration,  11255- 

11261 Testimony  to  the  high  character  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  as  a country 

gentleman  and  landlord;  attention  paid  by  him  to  public  officers,  11262—11276 
General  feeling  in  favour  of  Major  Macnamara,  11 277*  1127®* 

Witness  has  written  orders  to  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  to  put  a second  person 
on  the  works  on  the  authority  of  the  ticket  authorizing  the  employment  of  only  one; 
under  what  circumstances  and  authority ; disallowance  thereot  by  Captain  Wynne, 
11280-11314 In  cases  of  extreme  pressure  the  officers  put  persons  on  the  list  with- 

out any  reference  to  the  committee  ; instance  ol  Mr.  Lidwell  sending  an  order  to  the 
committee  to  puton  certain  persons  whom  they  did  not  wish  to  put  on,  113,5"113*1”"“  ’ 
As  chairman  of  the  relief  committee  witness  had  no  authority  to  interfere  with  the 
check-clerks  or  persons  employed  on  the  works;  circumstances  under  which  he  called 
upon  the  check-clerks  to  attend  at  Clondegad  with  their  books;  letter  addressed  to 

James  Hennessy,  dated  19  Nov.  1846;  11322-11334 Small  amount  of  subscriptions 

raised  in  the  district,  11335-11340 Circumstances  under  which  witness  directed  the 

check-clerks  to  rate  and  pay  boys  as  men  ; how  far  justifiable,  11341— 11360.  11309  — 
Respects  in  which  witness  conceives  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  to  him  was  disrespectful 
and  uncourteous ; further  reference  to  the  terms  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  lists  signed 
by  witness,  11361-11369.  _ . 

o.i  05.  5H4  Fitzgerald , 
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PartSre  n°“to  tenant?  of Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  being  on  the  ; Clondegad  relief  lists; 
special  reference  10  the  cases  of  John  King,  Michae  Kenny  (a  child  m the  cradle,  son  ol 

f » =1^: 

^68^177-11201.  11=79.  >137°.  >>37>l  Gordon  11372-11387 ; Gnmi*  11388- 

' Evidence  to  show  that  Keene  was  subsequently  employed  to  make  inquiries 

relative  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  tenants ; instructions  witness  received  as  to 
insmutintr  these  inquiries,  and  front  whom,  John  Fitzgerald  115-22-11541. 

Letter ''from  Captain  Gordon  .0  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  dated  =4  February  1 847, 
respecting  John  King  and  others,  his  tenants  on  the  Clondegad  lists;  Mr  Fitzgeralds 

reply,  dated  1 March,  Gordon  11383 Witness  never  received  the  letter  stated 

by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  (Q.  11018)  to  have  been  addressed  to  him,  Wynne  14418- 
144=0. 

FxtzoeraU,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evideiice.)-Was  resident  engineer  under  the  Board  of 
Works  in  April  1846,  in  the  barony  of  Islands,  eastern  distnct  of  Claie,  Go5t-6o03  - 

His  duties  called  him  into  communication  with  relief  committees  m tliat  barony,  previ- 
ous to  Captain  Wynne  coming  into  tile  county,  6054,6055  -Fou"d  great  abuses  111 
the  relief  ists  ; large  number  of  independent  persons  employed  ; total  want  of  disciimi- 
nation  ,n  pultinw  persons  on  the  lists,  605O-6065.  6136— Committees  to  which  this 

more  particularly  applies,  6066 Correction  of  the  abuse  by  Captain  Wynne ; number 

struck  off  the  lists  on  the  revision  ; large  proportion  subsequently  lernstated,  lllOse  were 
the  most  destitute  who  had  been  struck  oft'  in  the  n, discriminate  revision  by  the  com- 
mittee, 6067-609=. Informal  nature  of  the  relict  lisis;  whether  calculated  to  mislead 

and  deceive  the  inspecting  officer,  6093-6095. 

Rev  Mr.  Filz-erald  was  chairman  of  the  Clomlegad  committee;  large  proportion  of 

his  tenants  on  till  lists,  6098-6105-6 Table  in  elucidation  put  in,  61.07— Evidence 

in  relation  thereto;  circninstanoes  connected  with  tills  inquiry  being  instituted  leter- 
enre  made  to  the  tenants  of  Mr.  John  Whitstone,  6108-6143—  Impediments  offered  to 
the  execution  of  the  inspecting  officer’s  dudes  by  the  committees  leaving  the  task  o 
striking  off  persons  fiom  the  lists  to  that  officer  ; strong  leelmg  it  tended  to  raise  against 
him,  6 144-Ci  148 Danger  in  which  it  placed  him,  6149,  6150.  . 

Considerable  hostility  evinced  against  the  overseers  and  check-clerks  from  tlie  same 

cause;  resignation  of  several  in  consequence,  6151-6155 Threatening  notices  servet  , 

one  on  Mr.  Hogan,  a steward;  purport  thereof,  6156-6160 Letter  warning  w.tnes> 

of  the  fate  of  Pierce  Carrig ; alarm  lie  felt;  necessiiy  for  carrying  arms  imposed  upon 
him,  6161-6167 Further  notice  posted  on  the  bridge  of  Ennis,  6168-0173. 

Occasion  of  witness  being  desired  to  dissuade  Captain  Wynne  from  attending  a meet- 
ing at  Clondegad  on  9.2  January,  6174-6176 Conduct  of  Captain  Wynne  on idus 

occasion  ; coolness  and  deiermination  evinced  by  him  under  circumstances  o g > . 

danger,  6177-6181 The  payments  in  the  barony  of  Islands  were  generally  regular, 

cause  of  exceptions,  6182,  6183 No  complaints  of  a want  of  implements,  6184,  0160 

Nor  of  irregularity  in  the  measurement ; the  work  did  not  require  to  be,  nor  cou  » 

measured  for  months,  6186 Want  of  that  countenance  and  co-operation  on  the  part 

of  the  relief  committees  with  the  officers  of  the  board  that  the  latter  had  a rig 

expect,  6187 This  not  applicable  to  the  gentry;  but  they  were  not  in  all  cases  me 

.majority  at  the  committees,  6188-6203. 

[Second  Examination.] — Further  evidence  as  to  the  number  of  persons  stiuck  off  the 
works  in  the  barony  of  Islands  by  Captain  Wynne,  6419-6429. 

[Third  Examination.]— Circumstances  connected  with  the  child  of  a man  jj0’™ 

Kenny,  an  infant  in  the  cradle,  being  on  the  Clondegad  pay-list  as  storekeeper,  5 
a week;  inquiry  instituted  by  Mr.  Gamble ; result  in  the  dismissal  ..  pmnioved 

check-clerk,  11450-11521 Evidence  to  show  that  Keene  was  subsequen  y P. 

to  make  inquiries  relative  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s  tenants;  ins  ructio 
received  as  to  instituting  those  inquiries,  and  from  whom,  11522-11541-  of 

Occasions  on  which  witness  has  dismissed  stewards  from  their  employmen  > , . 

the  men  Carmody  and  Kelly,  explained;  whether  their  having  been  lecom  as 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Fiizgerald  had  any  connexion  therewith,  11542~1157°  7 , 1 <•  ce  to 

to  the  tenants  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald  being  improperly  put  on  the  lists;  specia  re  , 

the  case  of  John  King,  11571-11635 Very  laborious  character  of  the  du  . ges 

ing  upon  witness,  11636,  1 1637 Numerous  investigations  into  complaints  a 

held  by  Mr.  Gamble  ; difficulty  of  eliciting  the  truth,  11638-11640  hn  xtentj- 
experienced  in  checking  the  pay-sheets  ; considerable  demand  on  witness  s u , _ 

ing  even  10  the  Sabbath-day;  ibis  was  necessary  to  ensure  regularity  or  paym  > 

11645.  _ 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  John.  Letter  from  Mr.  Fitzgerald  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  S March  ^ 
with  remarks  on  the  state  of  the  country  in  September.  1840,  wien 
resumed,  App.  p.  806.  ^ , 
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Fitzgerald,  Major.  Extracts  from  reports  of  Major  Fitzgerald,  inspecting  officer,  county 
Clare,  as  to  the  abuses  prevailing,  App.  p.  788.  ’ 3 

Fitzgerald,  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  this  man.  Lynch  5911-591 9. 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  William.  Did  not  join  in  the  opposition  to  Government,  Fishbourne  5455. 

Fitzgerald,  Sir  William.  List  of  persons  on  his  estate  (Burren  Barony)  placed  on  the 

Liscannor  relief  lists,  distinguishing  those  improperly  put  on,  Gordon  3538 Works 

commenced  on  his  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Liscannor,  Gamble  6671 Is 

a non-resident  landholder;  his  under-agent  attended  the  Liscannor  committee;  great 
numbers  of  people  on  the  property  required  relief;  by  whom  put  on  the  lists,  Rev.  Tim 
Shannon,  11703-H7°5- 12686—12688. See  also  Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  II. 

Flanagan,  Tim.  Particulars  as  to  his  case.  Rev.  Tim  Shannon,  11848. 

Flanagan,  Widow.  Particulars  as  to  her  case,  Gordon,  3136-3146.  3170-3210.  6255-6263. 
6270-6272 ; Whitty  12804. 

Franklin,  Lieutenant  B.  M.  Letter  from,  dated  11  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  bearing 
testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties,  Ev.p.  140 ; and “ App.p.  795. 

Fraud  and  Imposition.  The  dissatisfaction  at  first  expressed  with  respect  to  task-work, 
and  with  the  work  not  being  measured  frequently  enough,  has  ceased  in  consequence  of 

the  labourers  being  allowed  to  practise  abuses,  Wynne  74-86 Mode  in  which  these 

frauds  were  perpetrated ; cognizance  the  stewards  had  of  them,  ib.  87-89 Passage  in 

witness’s  letter  of  ig  December  1846,  respecting  his  having  “ exposed  dishonesty,  injus- 
tice, and  oppression,  without  regard  to  the  position  of  the  offender  ” ; meaning  of  these 

expressions,  ib.  1324-1327 Frauds  committed  with  regard  to  increasing  the  number 

of  applicants;  practice  of  sending  children  from  house  to  house  to  increase  the  family, 

ib.  1552,  1553 Letter  of  witness,  dated  1 January  1847,  relative  10  keeping  impostors 

off  the  works  ; effect  of  his  conduct  in  causing  numerous  really  destitute  persons  to  be 

taken  on,  ib.  1554-1557.  1562,  1563 Evidence  in  proof  of  the  assertion  that  when 

names  were  struck  off  they  were  again  sent  in,  in  a disguised  form,  and  placed  upon  the 
lists  by  means  of  misrepresentations ; case  of  William  Daley  adduced,  Gordon  3372- 
3385- 

Passage  in  letter  of  witness  (inspecting  officer),  dated  2 February  1847,  stating  that 
“comparatively  rich  people  wear  the  trappings  of  poverty,  and  thrust  themselves  on 
the  roads  as  starving”;  truth  thereof,  Fishbourne,  5263-5265.  5274-5276;  App.  p.  787 

Instance  of  a man  with  100 1.  in  the  bank,  and  having  100  /.  more  owing  to  him, 

presenting  himself  to  the  Corofin  relief  committee  for  work,  ib.  5274 Prevalence  of 

distress;  and  at  the  same  time  of  a good  deal  of  imposition  and  extortion,  Russell 

£487-5491 Case  of  a tenant  of  Major  Macnamara,  paying  a rental  of  60  l.  a year, 

being  on  the  relief  lists,  ib.  5489,  5490 Remarks  in  the  “Morning  Chronicle"  of 

1 January  1847,  respecting  the  gross  imposition  practised  on  the  committees,  Ev.p.  323, 

and  App.  p.  852 Deception  practised  by  applicants  upon  the  committees,  Rev.  Tim 

Shannon,  11817,  11818;  J.  O’Brien,  M.P.,  9544. 

See  also  Appointment  of  Officers.  Boys.  Clondegad  Relief  Lists.  Galway,  Mr. 

Horse-work.  Idleness  of  the  People.  Relief  (or  Labour)  Lists,  2.  Rent. 

Savings  Banks. 


Freeholders.  Many  persons  in  the  district  were  made  freeholders  upon  an  inadequate 

amount  of  land,  Gordon  3680 Practice  as  to  swearing  freeholders  on  their  being 

registered.  Major  4589 The  registry  of  freeholds  prior  to  1846  was  not  available  as 

a test  of  destitution;  case  adduced  in  illustration.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11255-11261 

Opinion  entertained  by  the  Liscannor  committee  that  the  being  on  the  list  of  freeholders 
was  not  an  item  for  consideration  in  forming  the  labour  list,  Rev.  Tim  Shannon  11857 

Letter  of  Captain  Gordon,  dated  6 April  1847,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  class  of 

persons  upon  the  list  of  freeholders,  App.  p.  781. See  also  Registry  of  Freeholders. 


G. 

Gallaher,  Dennis.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3223-3229. 


Galway,  Mr.  Witness  is  unaware  of  an  instance  of  the  servants  of  the  local  engineer  being 

put  on  the  pay  list,  Wynne  31 7-31 9 Particulars  as  to  the  servant  of  Mr.  Galway,  one 

of  the  Government  engineers,  being  put  upon  the  lists  ; under  what  circumstances,  Millett 
4832-4869 ; Gamble  6564-6587. 

Gallweu,  W.  B.  Letter  from  Mr.  Gallwey  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  5 March  1847,  relative  to 
the  new  line  of  road  between  Ennistimon  and  Lahinch,  App.p. 803  Further  letter  ot 
the  same  date,  explaining  circumstances  connected  with  Mr.  0 Bnen,  to. 


Gamble, 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Gamble,  Samuel.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  an  Irishman,  2117,  2118 And  civil 

engineer,  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  2119,  2120—— Date  of  witness  going  to 

West  Clare;  instructions  issued  to  him,  2121-3127 Division  of  the  county  into  two 

parts  eastern  and  western ; number  of  engineers  engaged  in  each,  2128-3134 State 

of  the  committees  on  witness  first  going  down  to  the  county,  2135-2139 Nature  of 

■witness’s  duties  generally ; his  appointment  as  a member  of  the  relief  committees,  2140- 
2144 Reports  made  bv  witness  to  the  Board  of  Works,  and  to  witness  by  the  subor- 
dinate officers,  2145,  2146“ Condition  of  the  people  on  witness  first  going  down,  as  to 

work;  pressure  upon  him  for  employment,  2147-2156.  2220. 

How  far  delay  took  place  in  the  putting  the  people  to  work  ; great  crowding  of  them  upon 

the  works  by  the  committees,  2157-2162 Largest  number  employed  at  any  one  time 

in  the  western  division,  2163-2166 Rough  estimates  of  the  works  and  their  expense, 

required  by  the  instructions  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  local  engineers ; substitute  adopted, 

21g7 Duties  of  the  chief  engineer  as  to  setting  prices  upon  the  measured  work,  2168 

I Directions  of  the  Board  of  Works  with  respect  to  the  measurement  of  work,  so  as  to 

enable  the  people  to  earn  more  than  1 s.  a day,  2169-2171 Great  opposition  to  task- 
work, 2170 Copy  of  the  instructions,  dated  5 October  1846,  issued  by  witness  to  the 

local  engineers,  2171. 

Complaints  made  by  the  people,  at  the  commencement  of  the  works,  as  to  irregularities 
in  payment;  measures  taken  to  prevent  their  recurrence ; plan  pursued  explained,  2172- 
o , nr Few  complaints  made  by  the  gentry  on  this  head;  complaints  made  by  com- 
mittees on  which  the  Members  for  Clare  sat,'  2176-2180 Difficulties  attending  the 

payments;  inconvenience  of  irregularity  to  a starving  people,  2181-2183 Directions 

issued  as  to  measurement  of  task-work,  2184 And  as  to  the  payment  of  subsistence 

monev  • this,  in  some  cases  amounted  to  more  than  the  work  would  have  come  to  by 

measurement,  2185,  2186 Complaints  from  Liscannor  of  the  incorrectness  of  the 

measurement;  incompetency  of  the  measurers  ; authority  with  whom  the  appointment  of 

these  officers  rested,  2187-2190 Complaints  made  at  Corofin  and  Enuistimon  on 

30  November  and  4 December;  witness  has  no  recollection  that  they  had  any  reference 
to  the  want  of,  or  to  incorrect  measurement,  2191-2193. 

Complaint  at  Corofin  of  the  want  of  tools,  2192 Complaint  made  by  the  Liscaunor 

committee  of  the  terms  upon  which  task-work  was  to  be  performed  not  having  been 

explained  to  the  people;  grounds  for  these  complaints,  2194-2202 The  men  were 

unable  to  work,  in  some  cases,  from  want  of  implements,  but  generally  from  want  of 

inclination;  the  people  never  expressed  auxiety  as  to  implements,  2203-2211 Rates 

of  earnings  at  day-work  and  task-work,  2206-2208. 

Feelino-  expressed  by  the  landowners  and  members  of  the  relief  committees  as  to  re- 

payment'of  the  money,  under  the  9 & 10  Viet.,  2212-2217 Interest  the  landlords  had 

in  the  proper  execution  of  the  works  ; desire  evinced  by  the  people  to  do  as  little  as  pos- 
sible, 2218 Opinion  that  the  landowners  did  not  assist  the  Government  in  carrying 

out  the  g & 10  Viet,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  2219 Impediments  thrown  in  the 

way  of  the  Board’s  officers,  and  by  whom,  2220  et  seq. Persons  in  comfortable  cir- 

cumstances put  on  the  works,  with  the  sanction  of  relief  committees,  and  frequently  by 
individual  members;  the  Kiltnealy  and  Corofin  committees  particularized;  measures 
witness  took,  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Wynne,  to  remedy  the  abuse,  2220-2250. 

Practice  pursued  with  respect  to  the  amount  presented  at  the  presentment  sessions  ; 
neglect  of  duty  prevailing,  2244,  2245 Date  of  witness  being  first  put  in  communi- 
cation with  Captain  Wynne  in  the  county  Clare,  2251 Witness  had  not  previously 

attended  meetings  of  the  Liscannor  committee ; he  attended  the  presentment  sessions 
at  Ennistimon,  on  21  September;  presence  of  the  Members  for  Clare  thereat;  P°P“j^r 

excitement,  2252-2262 Meeting  held  at  the  same  place  on  5 November;  Mr. 

O’Brien  was  present,  2263-2265 — —Letter,  dated  23  October  1846,  addressed  to  witness 
"by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  calling  on  him  to  commence  the  relief  works  in  the  parishes  ol 
Kilmacrihy  and  Kilispuglinane ; complaint  made  therein  of  delay ; causes  thereof;  how  far 
to  be  traced  to  the  committee  themselves ; measures  adopted  to  remedy  it,  2266—2279. 

Severe  labour  imposed  on  witness  and  those  under  him;  his  belief  that  they  did  their 

duty,  2280-2283 Apathy  displayed  .by  several  landlords  owning  large  portions  ot 

Clare,  2284-2286 Period  of  the  pay-clerks  being  first  appointed  ; their  duties,  2287- 

2290 Disposal  of  the  pay-sheets  on  their  leaving  the  hands  of  the  local  engineer, 

2291-2293. 

[Second  Examination.] — Passage  in  letter  from  witness  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated  8 Janu- 
ary 1847,  with  regard  to  the  number  of  families  and  labourers  in  the  Liscannor  relie 

district;  accuracy  thereof,  2294,  2295.  2510-2514 Communication  witness  had  na 

with  the  Members  for  Clare  respecting  the  relief  committees  before  Captain  Wyn 
came  into  the  county,  2296,  2297—  Complaints  against  the  relief  committees  ot  no 
aiding  the  Board’s  officers;  first,  in  not  entering  into  subscriptions;  second,  in 

making  up  ihe  registries,  2297-2301 Examination  into  the  first  complaint  as  to  no 

entering  into  subscriptions,  2302-2317.  2391-2411 Want  of  co-operation  on 

part  of  the  gentry  as  to  relief  duties;  they  showed  great  anxiety  to  get  the  peop 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Gamble,  Samuel.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 


the  works,  but 
Improper 
Invitatii 


ve/y  Ilttle  t0  get  them  put  on  regularly  and  properly,  2318-2^20 

class  of  persons  put  upon  the  works,  2330,  12331.  * “ 


r.ut'On  W'tnesa  rece.ved  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  visit  the  Liscanoor  district 

2l34  ‘?her  necesral 7 that  he  should  attended  to  assist  the  committal  "in 

he  nght  performance  of  their  duties.  s343 Means  by  which  witneL.  wThoTt  at- 

tendmg,  ascertained  that  improper  persons  were  on  the  lists,  0344 Comparison  insti 

tnted  between  the  lists  furnished  by  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  list  of  the  freeholders  - larie 
proportion  oi  his  tenants  and  freeholders  found  on  the  public  works  ; period  at’ which 
this  comparison  was  made;  objects  in  view  in  making  it,  2345-0330.  2 5sS-"-6i 

Tota  amount  presented  for  by  the  different  presentment  sessions'  rf  West' Clare - 
amount  of  the  poor-law  valuation;  excessive  amount  of  the  presentments-  want  of 

co-operation  with  the  Board  evinced  on  this  point,  2370-2382.  2400-241 1 L-Indiffer- 

ence  manifested  by  the  landowners  a,  to  attending  the  committees,  and  in  goinw  throui 

the  necessary  business  when  attending,  2383-2390 Complaintagainst  ihe 

°,f J? 'f  p;efntments.  md  throwing  the  whole  of  the  population,  ineludin. 

their  labourers  and  tenants,  on  the  Government  for  support,  2400-2411.  241  i-o^o- 1 

Period,  after  the  first  presentment,  of  the  works  commencing  in  the  baronv  of  Corcomroe 
” ““Course  taken  after  a presentment  was  made;  delay  to  a certain  extent  inevitable 
%b.  Pioportion  of  the  land  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  in  the  possession  of  absentee* 
24J3  Probable  feeling  of  the  resident  proprietors,  that  as  the  number  of  absentees 
was  very  great,  the  labourers  should  be  placed  on  one  general  fund,  to  which  all  should 
contribute  alike,  2414-2423. 

Desire  evinced  by  the  people  themselves  to  be  employed  on  the  public  works;  how  far 

this  was  fostered  by  the  conduct  of  the  relief  committees,  2427 Circumstances  under 

which  a large  body  of  men  were  put  on  the  works;  opposition  made  when  witness  and 
Captain  Wynne  called  upon  the  committee  to  reduce  the  numbers;  statement  of  a Pro- 
testant clergyman  as  to  a letter  received  from  Sir  Randolph  Routh,  2428-2430.  2515 - 

Intimidation  under  which  the  presentment  sessions  acted,  2431,  2432 Number  of  men 

employed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  during  the  time  the  works  were  going  on ; mode  of  payment  • 
conversation  witness  had  with  that  gentleman  as  to  his  throwing  them  on  the  public 
works,  2433-2442.  2545-2562. 

Invitation  given  to  persons  interested  in  any  locality  to  co-operate  with  the  Board’s 
officers  in  discovering  and  correcting  abuses  ; how  far  such  co-operation  was  accorded  : 

particular  cases  cited,  2453-2476 Further  passages  in  witness’s  letter  of  8 January 

referrmg  to  the  complaints  of  the  insufficient  supply  of  implements,  and  also  of  imple- 
ments being  procured  from  a distance ; confirmation  of  those  passages,  2477,  2478 

Efforts  made  to  procure  implements,  both  in  the  immediate  locality  and  from’ a distance, 

2478-2481 How  far  the  inability  to  obtain  payment  was  one  cause  of  the  local 

tradesmen  not  making  the  implements;  unavoidable  delay  in  payment;  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

complaints  on  this  head  adverted  to.  2481-2509 Another  passage  in  the  same  letter 

alluding  to  the  “fierce  attacks”  made  upon  witness  and  Captain  Wvnne,  2515-2517 

Threatening  notices  served  on  the  local  engineers;  particulars  of  several,  2518- 

2521 System  of  intimidation  that  pervaded  the  county;  application  made  bv  the 

pay-clerks  for  the  protection  of  the  police,  2522-2528. 

Report,  dated  6 March  1847,  prepared  after  the  complaints  made  in  Parliament  by 
the  Members  for  Clare  became  known ; witness  stands  by  everything  it  contains.  2529- 

2531  Statement  therein  that  the  object  of  the  committees  was  to  put  as  many  men 

on  the  works  as  possible,  and  of  the  men  to  do  as  little  as  possible;  correctness  thereof 

2532  Charges  brought  against  the  Corofiu  and  Kilmealy  committees  by  Captain 

Wynne ; tone,  language,  and  temper  with  which  these  charges  were  usually  made,  2533- 

2542 Further  statement  in  the  report  as  to  the  Government  and  the  Board  having 

been  denounced  at  the  Corofin  meeting,  for  “ employing  labourers  without  sufficient 
implements  and  due  preparations;”  belief  that  this  may  be  traced  to  the  conduct  of  the 
relief  committees  themselves,  2543,  2544.  2547. 

Determination  to  do  no  work  evinced  by  the  people,  2562 Further  instances  of 

intimidation  practised  towards  the  Board’s  officers;  conduct  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  in 

one  case,  2563-2572 Circumstances  of  the  section  of  a new  line  of  road  beiti"- 

prepared  by  Mr.  Milieu  7 protest  made  against  it  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  2573-258? 

Narrative  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  of  the  presentment  sessions  at  Corofin, 

on  30  November;  discussion  raised  as  to  presenting  for  reproductive  works  under  Mr! 
Labouchere’s  letter;  desire  of  Mr.  O’Brien  to  apply  the  presentment  to  tillage  of  the 
land;  conduct  and  language  of  witness  and  of  Captain  Wynne;  strong  language  used 

by  Mr.  O’Brien,  2582-2618 Feeling  of  witness  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  him 

to  submit  the  proposition  for  employing  the  people  on  tillage  to  the  Board  of  Works; 

discretion  he  conceived  to  be  vested  in  him  to  decide,  2619-2832 His  opinion  as 

to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  object  in  putting  the  interpretation  he  did  upon  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Labouchere,  2621.  2632-2635 Evil  that  would  result  from  applying  the  present- 

ment to  tillage,  2624—2626. 

[Third  Examination.] — Further  allusion  to  the  subject  cf  the  discussion  as  to  tillage 
at  the  Corofin  meeting;  witness’s  language  and  temper  on  the  occasion,  2637-2641 
0.105.  5 x 2 -—Observations 
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Report,  1847— continued. 


Gamble,  Samuel.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Observations  addressed  to  ike  meeting  in  the  court-house  by  Mr  O Briea;  their 

' excilinw  character ; cheering  of  the  people,  0642-2647 -Difference  that  arose  between 

1 J wt.  “ « end  Mr  O’Brien : tone  and  bearing  of  the  former ; language  used. 
Captain  Wjnnenand_mr.  >„f  „r5nna  nreMn£  0660-2663 Interposition  of 


‘h°°  KPlAnLhe  tillage  of  their  Ld  ? 


confirmation  theSof;  2671-2673— Propriety  of  the 

chairman ; absence  of  anything  offensive  or  impertinent,  2674-2679.  -686  2687—— 
The  v“  „ taken  by  Mr.  O'Brien  of  Mr.  Labouchere's  letter  was  not  taken  at  any  other 

presentment  sessions,  2680-2684- Promise  given  by  Mr.  O Brren  to  assist  the  trades- 

men  who  were  his  tenants,  2685. 

Occasion  of  witness  explaining  to  the  labourers  the  nature  of  the  task-work  they  were 

to  he  employed  on,  2688,  2689 Anxiety  manifested  by  the  gentry  and  the  people 

generally  at  the  meeting  at  Corofin  for  employment  m trllage  : questionable  propriety 
of  witness  undertaking  to  represent  the  matter  to  the  Board  of  Works ; dereliction  of 
dutvand  insincerity  of  which  he  would  have  been  guilty  had  he  done  so  ; unammtty  of 
fhe  Board's  officers  on  the  question,  2693-2716-  2728-2733— Preset!  meats  were  not 
made  for  any  other  object  than  that  of  tillage  ; these  were  disallowed  by  the  Board, 
0716-2721— — Other  points  on  which  discussion  arose,  2722-2727- Peculiar  circum- 

stances under  which  witness  has  departed  from  his  instructions,  2734  2737. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  Ennistimon  presentment  sessions,  on  4 December ; period 
of  the  day  at  which  the  meeting  commenced ; number  of  persons  in  the  court-house , 
Major  Macnamara  was  chairman  ; other  magistrates  present,  2738-2745  Attendance 
^9  B«-’.  officers,  2746,  2747— Srorrny  °< ’ *» 


which  the  discussion  arose ; complaints  made  against  Mr.  Millett  by  Major  Macnamara 
of  having  ordered  the  check-clerks  not  to  attend  the  relief  committees  without  special 
orders;  and  also  of  having  kept  two  hundred  people  from  employment 


the  Maior  addressed  to  the  people  as  to  the  expression  “ ruffians  peering  thereupon, 

0748-2770  2777-2826 Complaint  of  not  answering  a letter  addressed  to  witness, 

0766-2769 — —Observations  rna'de  by  Mr.  O'Brien;  difference  between  him  and  Cap- 
tain Wynne,  2771-2775 Other  matters  discussed  as  to  tillage,  anti  as  to  the  over- 
seers aid  stewards,  2776 Correspondence  between  Major  Macnamara,  Mr  Millett, 

and  witness,  relative  lo  the  order  issued  b,  Mr.  Millett  to  the  check-clerks  not  to  attend 
relief  meetings,  2827-2641 Tone  of  Major  Macnamara  s letters  to  wuaess,  2850--860. 

The  appointment  of  stewards,  overseers  .&™^wutt'‘\ameeXibOT 


e appoinimeiii.  ui  atcwtuob,  - — & — a . . , f t 

desire  expressed  by  the  relief  committees  to  have  these  appointments;  charge  ot  bribery 
brought  forward,  2842^847— —Dpininn  expressed  by  Mr.  O Brien  at  Eanistinuin^on 


4 December,  that  Capt.  Wynne,  as  inspector,  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  relief  com- 
mittees ; nature  of  Captain  Wynne’s  duties,  2848,  2849— Great idifliculty ^iKnemad 
1 ihe  works  in  keeping  the  people  to  work,  and  in  Keeping  check-clerks  end  “‘ewards 


to  ihirir  duties ; necessity  therefore  for  the  issue  of  Mr.  Milieu's  order  of  21  November 
1846 ; 2852-2S56 Subsequent  removal  of  Mr.  Millett  from  the  barony,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ill-feeling  raised  against  him,  2861,  2862-  crnav  ATArc,s 

^ .y  -.1.  1...  s.1.? TVTv  n’Rri 


-Complete  sway  exercise 


over  the  people  by  the  gentry,  especially  Mr.  O’Brien,  in  the  barony  of  < 
2863-2866 Meaning  of  the  passages  in  witness’s  letter,  of  6 March,  regaidin.,  ( 


timidaiion”  and  “disastrous  consequences,”  2867-2885 Circumstances  under  which 

this  letter  was  written  ; whether  written  with  a view  to  the  present  inquiry,  2071-^  7 o- 

Message  received  by  Mr.  Millett,  through  Dr.  Finucane,  from  Mr.  9’Bnea,  aSj^- 
.nn.  rm ; t? +i,»  i nfK  Tiopomhpr  wprfi  st.il  1 more  irritating  tnan 


ssage  received  uy  ivrr.  lvimeu.,  unuugu  * — * . +l- 

The  scenes  at  Ennistimon  on  the  10th  December  were  still  more  irntatm:s  man 

those  on  the  4th  ; special  object  of  the  former  meeting  to  inquire  into  the  charges  “S? 

Mr  .Millett ; chairmen  on  the  occasion  ; adjournment  from  the  court-house  to  tne  ] y 

room,  2886-2800 Considerable  difference  of  opinion  prevailing,  2900— -Discussion 

with  reference  to  Dean  Stackpoole’s  and  Mr.  Westropp’s  letters;  terms  m ™ .L  * 
O'Brien  expressed  himself  as  to  the  existence  of  a conspiracy,  2901-2906- 
thereupon  arising  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne;  excite  a”=-^a?iwumie 
gestures  of  several  gentlemen ; tone  and  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  y 

respectively,  2907-2960 Opposition  made  to  the  proposal  for  withdrawmg^r  „ 

court-house  to  tbe  jury-room,  2961-2966 Failure  of  Major  Macnamara  P 

of  the  cases  of  alleged  bribery,  2967-2969 Officers  by  whom  the  accounts  were 


up,  2970-2972. 


[Fourth  Examination.] — Produces  lists  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  living 
upon  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property,  in  the  townland  of  Carhuduff,  who  were  put  upon u 
V F -Evidence  in  elucidation,  5042-5048— FurLbwlistFodocea 


cannor  reliet  lists,  5041 evidence  m elucidation,  5043-5040- - Jmwniana 

of  freeholders  placed  on  the  relief  lists,  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  from  tne  1 

of  Bally vrislane,  the  property  of  Major  Macnamara,  5049 *Lvl^ence,-m  f:  ” . lnr^er 

5050  5055 Reasons  for  selecting  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  for  this  mvestiga  , S 

m ■ . . — . .1..  - >--  2.1 _C_.1 -■"‘•w-e  cnf)8-gO70. 

[Fifth 


propc  rtion  of  his  tenants  on  the  works  than  of  other  proprietors, 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Gamble,  Samuel  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

[Fifth  Examination.] — Excitement  produced  by  the  opposition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shee- 
han to  a new  line  of  road  proposed  to  be  presented  for  between  Ennistimon  and  La- 
hinch  ; grounds  of  his  opposition ; to  what  extent  justifiable ; whether  joined  in  by 

the  Roman-catholics  generally,  6450-6515 Witness  attended  the  investigation  at 

Liscannor,  on  17  December,  into  the  charges  brought  by  Mr.  Westropp  against  Mr. 
O’Brien;  witnesses  examined;  nature  of  the  charges;  decision  that  they  were  not 

proved,  6516-6525 Communication  witness  had  with  Daniel  Neylan,  Mr.  Westropp’s 

driver,  previous  to  the  investigation,  6526-6542 Parties  by  whom  the  bringing 

forward  and  examination  of  witnesses  was  conducted;  persons  composing  the  meetinf>- 

for  the  purpose  of  the  investigation,  6543-6549 General  nature  of  the  evidence  given 

by  Daniel  Neylan;  statement  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  the  origin  of  the  charge,  6550-6555 

Disposition  to  forward  the  objects  of  the  inquiry  evinced  by  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the 

Liscannor  committee;  result;  impression  on  the  minds  of  witness  and  Captain  Wvnne 
as  to  there  being  comfortable  people  on  the  lists,  6556-6563. 

Irregularity  committed  by  Mr.  Galway,  an  assistant  engineer,  in  returning  his  servant 
on  the  pay-sheet;  denial  by  witness  of  having  had  any  cognizance  of  the  circumstance, 

6564-6587 The  Government  officers  at  the  commencement  put  persons  on  the  works 

irregularly  and  without  the  proper  forms,  in  compliance  with  the  urgent  request  of  the 
gentlemen  forming  the  relief  committees,  but  not  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 

people,  6588-6591 How  far  these  irregularities  may  be  traced  to  the  neglect  of  the 

committees  in  not  making  out  their  registries ; belief  that  notwithstanding  the  great 

difficulties  in  the  way  it  might  easily  have  been  done,  6592-6600 The  period  alluded 

to  was  before  Captain  Wynne  came  into  the  county,  6601,  6602. 

Reference  to  Q.  2268 ; explanation  with  respect  to  the  answer  thereto ; resolutions 
of  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  1 and  4 November  1846,  forwarded  to  witness ; cor- 
respondence he  had  with  Mr.  O’Brien  thereupon  ; the  same  produced  and  read,  6603-6616 

Further  resolutions  of  the  same  committee,  dated  g December,  received  by  witness 

at  a subsequent  period ; answer  returned  thereto,  6617-6620 Resolutions  of  20  De- 

cember 1846,  passed  by  the  committee ; answer  of  witness  thereto ; explanation  of  passage 

therein  as  to  “ recent  circumstances,”  6621-6627 Witness’s  brother  officers  were  not 

affected  by  what  had  occurred  at  those  meetings  of  30  November  and  4 and  10  Decem- 
ber; 6628. 

Letter  received  by  witness  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  dated  6 January  1847,  relative  to 

cutting  Ardicrein  Hill ; answer  thereto,  6629-6635 Resolution  of  the  committee  of 

10  January  1847,  forwarded  to  witness  in  a letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien;  communication 

had  by  witness  with  Mr.  O’Brien  in  reference  thereto,  6636-6640 Portion  of  the 

resolution  of  9 December  to  which  witness  called  Captain  Wynne’s  attention,  6641, 

6642 Examination  instituted  into  the  charges  against  Pat  MacMahon ; result, 

6643-6648 Ground  for  the  complaint,  in  the  resolution  of  9 December,  as  to  the 

unnecessary  expenditure  at  the  Sandfield  Hills ; exoneration  of  the  engineer,  6649-6655. 

Duties  of  the  engineer  in  regard  to  commencing  works  after  the  presentment  was 

made  ; insufficient  staff  provided  for  carrying  out  the  works  properly,  6656-6663 

Opinion  that  the  Liscannor  committee  did  not  co-operate  with  the  officers  of  the 

Board  in  carrying  out  the  Relief  Act,  6664 Objects  to  which  Mr.  O’Brien  chiefly 

directed  his  attention ; works  which  he  chiefly  urged ; reasons  for  inferring  partiality, 
6664-6764. 


[Sixth  Examination.]— Reference  to  Q.  5041,  as  to  a labour  list  put  in;  means  by 
which  compiled;  assistance  wituess  has  received  therein,  and  from  whom;  information 
given  by  Daniel  Neylan,  a tenant  of  Dean  Stackpoole;  difficulty  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing any  information,  on  account  of  a fear  of  offending  Mr.  O’Brien,  7187-7234. 


[Seventh  Examination.]— Evidence  with  respect  to  a list  of  persons  recommended 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  for  employment,  9216. 

[Eighth  Examination.]— Letter  addressed  to  witness  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  p.p.,  dated 
18  October  1846,  calling  upon  him  to  put  1,000  men,  at  the  least,  on  the  works  in  the 
parishes  of  Kilmanahan  and  Clouny,  9232. 

[Ninth  Examination.] — Particulars  connected  with  the  son  of  John  Kenny,  a child 
in  the  cradle,  being  put  on  the  works,  as  storekeeper,  at  5s.  a week  wages;  dismissal 
of  John  Keene,  the  check-clerk,  and  also  of  John  Kenny,  on  the  discovery  thereof, 
11388-11449. 


[Tenth  Examination.] — Witness  never  authorized  boys  to  be  rated  as  men  or  paid 
men’s  wages;  rule  adopted  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  children;  witness 
immediately  dismissed  the  stewards  or  check-clerks  that  infringed  it,  14506-14512  — 

Number  of  persons  in  employment  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe  at  the  time  of  the 

meeting  at  Ennistimon,  on  4 December,  14513 Recommendation  witness  gave  the 

relief  committees  with  reference  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  of  5 October  1846,  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  principle  of  that  letter  in  the  employment  of  labourers  in  permanent 
productive  works,  rather  than  upon  roads ; condition  on  which  he  urged  this  course, 

14514-14519-  rnmr 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Gamble,  Mr.  (Engineer-in-Chief  for  West  Clare): 

Testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  engineer,  Rep.  p.  vii- 

Whitly  4448,  4449;  Hill  8044;  Fallon  10429.  10775 Complaint  made  by  Mr’. 

O’Brien  with  respect  to  Mr.  Gamble  not  answering  a letter,  and  also  of  the  unsatisfactory 

manner  in  which  the  works  were  conducted,  Hill  8045 Total  absence  of  disrespect  in 

the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gamble  at  the  meeting  of  the  Ennistimon  presentment  sessions  on 

4 December,  J.  O’Brien,  M.P.,  9366 Approbation  of  the  conduct  and  manner  of  Mr. 

Gamble  at  the  Corofin  presentment  meeting  of  4 December,  Whitty  4312 Reference 

to  Mr.  Gamble’s  evidence,  in  which  he  states  that  he  put  people  on  the  works  on  the 
recommendation  not  only  of  committees,  but  of  individuals  of  committees ; this  was 
contrary  to  instructions ; deviation  from  instructions  by  the  Government  officers  and  by 
committees  must  be  justified  by  the  extreme  pressure  of  the  times,  Gordon  14258-14268 

-Instructions  given  to  witness  by  the  Board  of  Works,  on  his  succeeding  to  Captain 

Wynne’s  district,  as  to  Mr.  Gamble,  ib.  14368 Testimony  to  the  exertions  made  by 

that  officer,  ib.  14369,  14370. 

Statement  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Gamble  on  6 May  1847,  Ev.p.  2;  App.p.  771 . 

Copy  of  letter,  dated  5 October  1846,  addressed  by  Mr.  Gamble  to  the  local  engineers, 
instructing  them  as  to  the  mode  of  setting  the  people  to  work;  measurement  and  valua- 
tion of  work,  Ev.  p.  112 Correspondence  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Gamble, 

together  with  resolutions  of  the  Liscanuor  committee,  dated  November  and  December 

1846,  and  January  1847,  ib.  p.  374-378- Report  of  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  6 March  1847, 

transmitting  papers  required  by  order  of  The  House,  and  other  documents,  App.  p.  768. 

800 Copies  of  letter.  See.  of  Mr.  Gamble,  of  which  the  Members  for  Clare  complain, 

ib.  p.  768 Letter  from  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  10  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne, 

bearing  testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  inspecting  officer, 
ib-  P-  797  • 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2,  3.  II.  2.  Government 
Officers.  Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  Labouchere' s, 

Right  Hon.  Henry,  Letter.  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius,  3.  Wynne,  Captain,  4. 

Gangs.  Employment  of  the  people  in  gangs  for  the  contract  works;  number  of  which 
each  gang  consisted;  gangsman  placed  over  each  gang,  Rev.  Tim  Shannon  12568- 
12580. 

Gangers.  The  labourers  on  the  works  elected  their  own  gangers,  Gordon  3243. 

See  also  Committee-men. 

Gentry,  The.  Observations  on  the  misunderstandings  which  have  arisen  between  some  of 

the  gentry  and  the  Board’s  officers,  Rep.  p.  vii Reports  complaining  of  the  conduct 

of  Membeisof  Parliament  and  the  gentry  were  frequent,  Jones  751-768 Systematic 

opposition  of  the  resident  gentry  to  the  Board;  occasion  thereof,  ib.  769-772 The  op- 

position raised  against  the  Government  was  not  general  on  the  part  of  the  country  gentry, 
Wynne  982 -Passage  in  the  letter  of  witness  of  13  December  1846,  alluding  to  " bene- 

ficial effects  having  resulted”  from  what  had  occurred  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting  of 
10  December,  in  the  increased  support  accorded  to  witness  by  the  gentry,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  disapproval  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Members  for  Clare,  ib.  1044, 

1045 Meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  expression  in  witness’s  letter  of  1 January,  that 

he  had  “ the  support  and  approval  of  all  the  honest  part  of  the  gentry ; ” particular 

individuals  to  whom  this  referred,  ib.  1558-1561 Paucity  of  resident  gentry ; they 

are  all  members  of  the  relief  committees.  Gamble  2381,  2382 Complete  sway  exer- 

cised over  the  people  by  the  gentry,  especially  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  ib.  2863-2866—— 
Favourable  opinion  entertained  by  the  gentry  of  West  Clare,  as  to  the  system  of  reliet- 
works  under  the  Act  9 & 10  Viet.,  Sir  B.  Macnamara  7562-7564 — —Favourable 
opinion  also  entertained  by  them  of  the  manner  of  carrying  that  system  into  effect, 

ib.  7565-7569 Their  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  applying  it  to  the  tillage  ot  the 

ground,  ib.  7565-7567.  7569 Feeling  of  the  residents  as  to  the  work  being  well  or 

extravagantly  done,  ib.  7577,  7578. 

See  also  Absenteeism.  Co-operation.  Peasantry,  The. 

Gordon,  Captain  Benry  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  in  the  army;  has 
under  the  Board  of  Works  as  inspecting  officer,  and  otherwise,  since  March  1840; 

3015-3017.  3491 Districts  in  which  witness  has  been  stationed  ; date  of  his  going  to 

Clare  and  succeeding  Captain  Wynne,  3018-3021 Evidence  to  show  tha't  many 

persons  in  comfortable  circumstances*  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  w^re  put  upon  tneLis- 
cannor  relief  lists  at  the  time  he  was  chairman;  instances  adduced,  3022-3057. 3094-314° 

Circular,  dated  8 December  1846,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works,  as  to  the  6 1.  rating, 

3058-3060.  3070 No  instructions  from  Government  or  the  Board  of  Works  were 

specially  addressed  to  witness  regarding  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants ; representations  made  by 
Captain  Wynne,  3061-3069 Copy  of  the  instructions,  dated  Dublin  Castle,  23  Oc- 

tober 1846,  under  which  witness  acted  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  before-mentioned 
circular;  variation  between  a copy  of  the  said  'instructions,  inserted  iu  the  Blue-book, 
and  those  forwarded  to  witness,  3071-3093. 

[Second 
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R eport,  1 847 — continued. 

Gordon,  Captain  Henry  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— confined 

[Second  Examination.]— Produces  list  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  impro- 
perly put  on  the  list,  being  freeholders  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  3147-3157- 

Reasons  which  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  Captain  Wynne  from  Clare  ; either  Reasons 

besides  that  of  danger  from  assassination,  3158-3168 Evidence  relative  to  particular 

names  in  the  foregoing  list  3169  et  seq. Case  of  Widow  Flanagan,  3170-3210 

Case  of  Widow  Daley  at  Ballyheragh,  a tenant  of  Major  Macnamara,  3211-3222 

Case  or  Dennis  Gallaher,  of  Kilispuglinane,  3223—3229. 

The  valuation  referred  to  by  witness  is  that  madeTn  ’1841 ; the  difference  between  that 
and  a valuation  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  would  be  considerable  ; other 

circumstances  bearing  on  this  point  considered,  3230-3239.3262-3270 Case  of  Pat 

bhannon,  of  Carhuduff,  employed  as  a ganger,  3240-3255 Case  of  Thomas  Xeagle, 

of  Carhuduff,  3256,  3257 Case  of  Michael  Tierney,  of  Carhuduff,  3258,  3250— 

Case  of  Widow  M‘Keene,  3260,  3261 Case  of  Dennis  M'Mahon,  of  Carhuduff, 

327!-3273  Case  of  Michael  Healy,  of  the  same  towriland,  3274,3275 Case  of 

Martin  xvinane,  of  Ballyvorda,  3076--— Case  of  Thomas  Kelly  Pat,  of  Ballyfaddeen, 
cited  as  proving  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  information,  3277-3279. 

Total  estimated  number  of  men  within  witness’s  district  upon  the  works,  3279 

Large  number  struck  off  the  Killilagh  list;  exertion  made  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara  in 
getting  the  lists  made  out;  obstruction  met  with  from  others,  especially  the  Roman- 
catholic  curate,  327973290-; — ^Evidence  negativing  the  assumption  that  witness  limited, 
or  was  instructed  to  limit,  his  inquiries  particularly  to  the  Liscannor  district,  or  to  Mr. 

O’Brien’s  property  or  his  conduct,  3291-3310 Difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  out 

lists  of  persons  improperly  put  on,  3311—3315. 

How  far  the  practice  was  general  throughout  Ireland  and  the  district  of  Clare  for  land- 
lords forming  the  relief  committees  to  act  as  the  Liscannor  committee,  in  putting  on  per- 
sons in  comfortable  circumstances,  3316 Witness  never  heard  this  practice  justified, 

on  the  ground  that  the  sum  payable  for  works  would  be  ultimately  levied  by  rates  out 
o(  their  property,  and  that  therefore  they  had  a right  to  put  on  ihose  immediately  con- 
cerned in  it,  3317,  3318 Evidence  to  show  that  representations  were  made  by  witness 

to  the  Liscannor  committee,  of  destitute  people  being  off  the  list ; tickets  issued  by  the 
committee,  stating  that  the  holders  thereof  were  in  a state  of  destitution;  whether  the  people 
themselves  made  proper  representations  to  the  committee  of  their  condition,  3319-3362. 

Confirmation  of  witness’s  statement  in  his  letter  (of  14  February  1847),  that  the  blame 
of  so  many  destitute  persons  being  off  the  works,  rested  upon  there  being  so  many  com- 
fortable farmers  on  to  their  exclusion,  3363-3367 Also  as  to  the  farmers  in  several 

instances  putting  their  servant-boys  upon  the  works,  and  making  them  hand  over  their 

wages  to  them;  papers  relating  thereto  put  in,  3368-3371.  3386-3401 Evidence  in 

proof  of  the  assertion,  that  when  names  were  struck  off  they  were  again  sent  in,  in  a 
disguised  form,  and  got  upon  the  works  by  means  of  misrepresentations  ; case  of  William 

Daley  adduced,  3372-3385 Relief  committees  had  great  pressure  upon  them  owing 

to  the  multitude  requiring  to  have  their  names  put  upon  the  relief  lists ; they  acted 
under  some  degree  of  fear;  they  threw  the  onus  of  turning  the  people  off  entirely  on  the 
inspecting  officer,  3402—3410. 

Representations  witness  made  to  the  committees  of  Corcomroe  and  Burren,  similar  to 

those  made  to  the  Liscannor  committee,  3411-3413 He  made  no  complaint  to  the 

committees,  of  their  placing  him  in  the  invidious  position  of  being  alone  the  person  to 

refuse;  impolicy  of  so  doiDg,  3414-3421 Rough  estimate  per  cent,  of  the  number 

struck  off  in  the  Burren  New  Quay  and  Killilagh  districts  by  witness ; violent  opposition 

made  by  the  committees  to  these  persons  being  struck  off,  3422-342S General  want 

of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  gentry  aud  the  committees  with  witness ; exceptions 

hereto,  3429-3433 Extent  to  which  the  terms  “cruel  and  unjust”  applied  to  the 

relief  committees  by  Captain  Wynne,  are  well  founded,  3434-3439. 

[Third  Examination.] — Puts  in  list  containing  the  names  and  circumstances  of  persons 

whose  admission  on  the  relief  lists  witness  objects  to  as  being  unfit,  3443 Principle  on 

which  this  list  lias  been  compiled,  3445-3451.  3459-3467 Proportion  of  the  whole 

number  that  are  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara,  3452-3458 Parti- 

culars as  to  the  Killilagh  lists ; number  of  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants  thereon;  large 

number  of  persons  struck  off  by  witness,  3468-3486 Cruelty  and  injustice  that  has 

been  perpetrated  in  each  committee;  there  is  no  committee  that  had  not  improper 
persons  upon  the  works,  3487-3490.  3519. 

Other  districts  in  which  witness  has  been  employed;  in  none  did  abuses  exist  to  any- 
thing like  the  same  extent  as  in  Clare,  3491-3502 Statistical  data  proving  the  large 

extent  to  which  persons  were  improperly  employed  upon  the  works  in  West  Clare,  3502,^ 

35°3 Amount  in  value  of  seed  given  away  by  Mr.  O'Briea  io  the  neighbourhood  ot 

Bircbfield.  his  residence,  3505-3511 General  neglect  of  tillage  in  West  Clare  until 

recently,  owing  to  the  people  being  employed  on  the  works,  3512-3518 Answer  to 

question  put  on  a former  examination,  as  to  whether  witness  ever  called  on  the  Liscannor 
committee  to  turn  off  ihe  rich  people  and  put  on  the  poor;  letter  he  addressed  to  Mr. 
John  Macnamara,  the  chairman,  dated  27  February,  produced  ; refusal  of  the  committee 

to  comply,  3519-3523 Paragraph  in  witness’s  letter  (of  14  February  1847)  stating 

that  “ certain  parties  are  paid  to  return  men  in  comfortable  circumstances,”  3524. 

0.105.  5x4  [Fourth 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Cordon.  Captain  Bonry  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)  -continued. 

("Fourth  Examination.] — Puts  in  lists  to  show  the  manner  m which  certain  relief  com- 
Lrou  , , linrtn  the  relief  lists  improper  persons,  leaving  to  tne  inspecting  officer 

X“re:PoS't;Pand of  strik,PngP«heSi  off,  3538— Evidence  in  elucidation, 

3539-3573- 

rFiftli Examination.]— Further  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  previous  examination; 

cases  cited  3575-3587 Names  struck  out  of  the  Liscannor  lists  by 

witness-  remonstrance’s  of  the  committee;  grounds  on  which  witness  proceeded; 
ImbeVof  persons  at  workat  the  time,  and  which  witness  thought  sufficient,  3588-3597 
-——-Revision  of  the  Liscannor  labour  lists  by  witness  after  Captain  Wynnes  rev, sal 

thereof  confusion  lhat  arose,  3598-3807 Complaint  made  that  the  engineers  sent 

away  to  distant  places  on  task-work  those  persons  who  remained  on  the  list;  inquiry 

made  thereinto  and  result,  3608-3616.  362a.  . 

Inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  occasioned  to  the  labourers  from  their  having  been  for 
several  days  occupied  in  looking  for  ihe  works  on  which  they  were  to  be  placed ; to  . 
whom  the  Wame hereof  is  to  be  attributed ; the  people  were  not  paid  for  the  time  so  lost, 

3617-3624 Period  at  which  the  Liscannor  committee  struck  off  certain  names,  3620, 

S f634 Registry  made  out  by  the  committee  ; its  date ; approbation  ot  the 

conduct  of  the  committee  expressed  by  witness;  witness’s  general  feeling  towards  the 

committee  3627-3635 Testimony  in  favour  of  the  Rev. Timothy  Shannon ; how  far 

Sncileable  with  the  relief  ticket  dated  22  March  1847,  issued  by  that  gentleman, 

alluded  X in  Q.  3400;  3636-3652 Readiness  of  witness  to  furnish  information 

end  bats  with  respect  to  other  districts  in  West  Clare  than  those  to  which  he  has  already 
been  examined,  3653-3661.  . ..  r 

t .4  A,,r:i  iQib  havinET  reference  to  a meeting  of  the  Liscannor  reliel 

coSleeTSuLAnXkmmfto  rte  clses  of  John  M’Mahon  (Silver)  and  Peter  Harvey, 

a freeholder  of  Ballymaelinam,  3662-3684- Instances  in  the  lists  signed  by  Mr. 

O'Brien  of  members5  of  the  same  family  being  returned  as  separate  lamihes  in  different 
nart  of  toe  sheet  ; frauds  hereby  perpetrated;  how  far  Mr.  O’Brien  is  responsible, 
368M751— -Number  of  baromVand  relief  committees  over  which  witness  s super- 
intendence  extended;  he  had  no  assistance;  his  duties  as  to  checking  the  lists  and 

putting  toe  labourers  on  the  works,  3742-3751 Confirmation  of  stal lemeot  of  nit 

ness  regarding  the  gangers  and  check-clerk  who  were  members  of  the  Lisdoonvarna  00m- 
mittee^3752— Evidence  correcting  facts  stated  in  a list  drawn  out  by  witness,  3/53“ 

3769- 

[Sixth  Examination.]— Puts  in  amended  lists  relating  to  toe  Liscannor  district; 
evidence  in  elucidation  thereof,  376p-'3764- 

[Seventh  Examination.]— Reference  to  Q.  3761,  in  answer  to  which  a list  of  persons 
omitted  from  the  Liscannor  lists  was  put  in ; number  of  names  therein  ; names  of  worn 

and  of  feeble  old  men,  6204-6209 Return  of  these  names  at  a subset ue  it  per  - od  for 

employment;  means  by  which  witness  acquired  a knowledge  of  toe  fact  of  | 

destitute  persons,  6210-6217 Further  evidence  on  the  subject  alluded  ” 

first  examination  as  to  whether  he  had  called  the  attention  of  the  Liscannor  committee 
toe  circumstance  of  poor  people  being  ofif  and  the  rich  peojile  on,  6217.  „ -nation 

Reference  to  Q.  3248,  in  which  allusion  is  made  to  a torm  of  registry , ex 
thereupon  with  respect  to  a registry  of  the  Liscannor  committee  not ; hi avu ig  ^ 

endorsement  on  the  back  of  it ; whether  this  omission  might  have  led  ; inal 

error,  6218-6238 Correction  of  evidence  as  to  Martin  Kinane,  returned  , B 

lists  of  31  December,  and  supplemenlary  lists  of  5 January,  6239-6251-— uenem  ^ 

plaint  that  the  inspecting  officer  being  unacquainted  with  the  country  hud  ™ ght  ^ 
check  the  lists ; desire  of  the  committee  that  the  whole  of  the  supplementary 

be  employed,  6252-6254 Reference  to  Q.  3204,  with  respect  to  Widow  Flat ra  . 

struck  off  the  lists  by  witness,  being  a person  in  comfortable  circumstances,  b-05  - 4 

6 Presumption  upon  which  witness  acted  in  deeming  persons  to  be  in  cotnfortablecircilit. 

stances,  and  therefore  striking  them  off  the  lists,  6264-6270 Possibility  . 

of  tenants  being  able  to  sell  their  stock-  during  the  last  winter  and  SP™£’,C? 

6273,  6274 Effect  of  removing  off  the  works  men  having  ten  acres  ot  land  in 

a large  extent  of  land  to  be  cultivated  that  otherwise  would  not  have  been, . 0 75 
Reference  to  Q.  3443,  ™ a“swer  to  which  a list  was  put  in;  e*™'™4'0" 7‘‘_— How  far 
the  names  of  Michael  and  Paul  Tierney  and  Widow  M’Keene,  6276-6293  M 

the  poor-law  valuations  are  to  be  relied  upon  in  inquiring  into  the  circumstances  0 p 

ClaAUus!onemade  m4 wftness’s  letter  of  28  February  1847,  to  the  cas®  ° w^tbsequently 
dine,  a mason ; particulars  with  respect  to  this  man  turned  off  the  works,  but  su  q * 

taken  on  as  an  independent  workman,  6299-6316 Reference  to  Q-  3 4 » ^ 

that  many  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  in  comfortable  circumstances,  were  place  ^ 

works;  the  accuracy  of  that  answer  persisted  in;  discrepancy  between 
that  question  and  the  answer  to  Q.  3452  reconciled,  6317-6328 Reference 
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Gordon,  Captain  Henry  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

regarding  members  of  the  same  family  being  returned  several  times  in  the  same  sheet, 
6329-6345. 

Reference  to  Q.  3286  to  328S,  in  which  witness  mentions  having  received  infor- 
mation to  assist  him  in  making  out  the  list  in  Killilagh ; character  of  the  information  fur- 
nished by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Connolly,  the  Roman-catholic  curate;  public  acknowledgment 
witness  made  of  his  services ; change  in  his  feelings  towards,  and  opinion  of,  this  gentle- 
man ; probable  cause  thereof;  women  put  by  him  on  the  works,  6346-6367.  6402-6407 

Reference  to  Q.  3503 ; rate  of  wages  per  day  and  price  of  meat  at  the  time 

spoken  of  in  the  answer  to  that  question,  6368-6379 Withdrawal  by  Mr.  O'Brien  of 

his  tenants  from  the  lists  under  the  Temporary  Relief  Act,  6380,  6381 Reference  to 

Q.  3597?  alluding  to  the  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  public  works  in  Lis- 
cannor, and  which  witness  thought  sufficient;  letter  witness  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  that 
committee ; lists  subsequently  brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  6382-6401. 

Passage  in  letter  of  witness,  dated  25  October  1846,  laying  it  down  as  a principle 

that  no  man  in  the  position  of  a farmer  should  be  employed,  6408 Effect  upon  the 

land  of  the  committees  acting  otherwise ; belief  that  the  land  would  not  have  remained 

untilled  as  it  is  now,  6409-6412 Augmented  expenditure  and  distress  caused  by  the 

want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  committees  with  the  Government,  6413-6416 

Explanation  of  the  views  on  which  witness  has  proceeded  as  to  persons  having  a cow 

or  a sheep,  or  more  than  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  not  being  objects  for  employment, 
6417,  6418. 

[Eighth  Examination.] — Reference  to  Q.  6408,  in  which  allusion  is  made  to  a pas- 
sage in  letter  of  witness,  dated  25  October  1846;  whether  witness  received  authority 
from  Government  as  to  forcing  the  surrender  of  land  as  the  condition  of  relief;  examin- 
ation at  length  as  to  the  working  of  the  principle  involved  herein,  7349-7374-5. 

[Ninth  Examination.] — Circumstances  connected  with  a man  of  the  name  of  John 
King,  and  other  tenants  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  (referred  to  in  that  witness's 
evidence),  being  retained  on  the  Clondegad  lists  ; correspondence  between  witness  and 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  put  in  and  read,  11372-11387. 

[Tenth  Examination.] — Detail  of  the  circumstances  under  which  witness  made  some 
arrangements,  including  the  revision  of  the  lists,  without  consulting  the  Liscannor 

committee  (vide  Ev.  of  Rev.  T.  Shannon,  Q.  12320),  141 53-141 71 Statement  in 

explanation  of  evidence  given  by  other  witnesses  as  to  the  lists  sent  by  the  Liscannor 

committee  to  witness,  14172 Rule  on  which  witness  acted  in  the  revision  of  the 

lists  for  the  twenty  per  cent,  reduction,  as  respected  the  number  of  families  and  quantity 
of  land;  manner  in  which  he  communicated  with  the  committee;  instructions  issued 
by  the  Government  put  in  and  read  ; object  of  the  reduction,  14173-14221. 

Extent  to  which  witness  was  misled  by  the  system  pursued  by  the  committee  of  insert- 
ing the  same  particulars  after  the  names  of  each  distinct  member  of  a family,  such  par- 
ticulars really  applying  only  to  the  head  thereof,  14222-14236 Instructions  issued 

by  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  29  November  and  9 December  1846,  defining  the  duties  of 

inspecting  officers  and  engineers,  put  in  and  read,  14237 Distinct  instructions  issued  to 

the  relief  committees ; the  engineer  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  committees  at  all,  14238- 
14246 Sources  whence  witness  has  obtained  much  of  the  information  he  has  commu- 
nicated to  the  Committee,  14247-14257 Reference  to  Mr.  Gamble’s  evidence  (Q.  6588, 

6589),  in  which  he  states  that  he  put  people  on  the  works  on  the  recommendation  not  only 
of  committees,  but  of  individuals  of  committees ; this  was  contrary  to  instructions;  devia- 
tion from  instructions  by  both  Government  officers  and  committee  must  be  justified  by 
the  extreme  pressure  of  the  times,  14258-14268. 

Period  during  which  witness  was  employed  in  Cork  county ; comparison  with  Clare  as 

to  difficulty  in  getting  lists  and  destitution,  14269-14275.  14307 -Principal  causes  of 

complaint  witness  has  against  the  Liscannor  committee ; means  by  which  he  arrives  at  the 
conclusion  that  they  put  on  the  more  comfortable  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute,  14276- 
14283. 14286—14290 Want  of  proper  investigation  into  the  cases  of  applicants  ; insuf- 

ficient time  applied  by  the  committee  to  its  duties ; particulars  as  to  the  occasions  on  which 
witness  met  the  committee;  apathy  displayed  by  the  committee  in  making  out  the  new 
registry  for  relief;  comparison  with  the  Killilagh  committee,  14284, 14285.  14291-14302. 
14308-14334. 

Total  number  of  men  on  the  works  in  West  Clare ; very  much  larger  number  that  would 

have  been  on  but  for  the  Board  of  Works,  14303-14307 Large  subscriptions  raised  in 

Killilagh ; how  expended,  14323-14328.  14333 Efficient  assistance  witness  received 

from  the  Killilagh  committee  in  reducing  the  list  twenty  per  cent.,  14329-14332 
Number  the  employment  of  which  would  have  been  sufficient,  if  properly  distributed,  to 
have  met  every  case  of  destitution  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  14334- 

[Eleventh  Examination.] — Orders  received  by  witness  from  the  commissioners  with 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  district,  on  bis  relieving  Captain  Wynne,  14335- ; 
Witness’s  opinion  regarding  Captain  Wynne’s  performance  of  his  duties  ; explanation 
with  regard  to  the  letter  he  has  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  14  March  io47> 

0.105.  5Y  expressive 
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Gordon,  Captain  Serin/  William.  (Analysis  of  bis  Evidencej-conriW. 

nninion  14/336-14348 Firmness  of  Captain  Wynne,  14349 

expressive  of tha  P /^followed  by  witness,  as  to  land  being  used  as  a test  of 

lion'S  that  followed  by  Captam  Wynne,  1435°-14353 Complaint  against 

destitution,  than  . . ■ attended  the  Liscannor  committee ; other  committees 

Captain  Wynne  of J*  6 Instructions  given  by  the  Board  of  Works 

totTt?essereq»rding  Mr.  Gamble,  14368 Testimony  to  the  exert, one  made  by  that 

officer,  14369°  H370- 

Cordon  Captain  No  complaint  was  made  of  the  non-attendance  of  Captam  Gordon  at 

Gordon,  i - 1(f,68  104.6q Testimony  to  the  zeal  and  activity  with  which 

the  committees,  Fallon ^ 1040a,  10409  ^ 10597  ; Rev.  Tim.  Shannon 

Cafiir,n Exacts  of  letters,  reports,  &c.  of  Captain  Gordon,  whilst  inspect- 

12655-1-683  -fc*  772  et  sea.,  p.  799 Letter  from  Captain  Gordon 

to'CaSaTn  Wynne,  dSed  14 lO  1847,  faring  testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
discharged  his  duties  as  inspecting  officer,  ib.p.  79b. 

See  also  Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  I.  2. 

re  t The  Great  oressure  on  the  Government;  complaints  throughout  that  the 

G°ZTi d not«c°  e woS  eVua?^ to  their  wants,  MilkU  48S4,  4885 The  opinion  0 

^O^Tth".  the  Government  was 

^ZJS^^ThSSd^il-e  ^ committees^  censure  the  Govern, nen,,  Cal- 
linam  10280-10282. 

Government  Donations.  See  Subscriptions. 

r , nar, r.  The  officers  of  the  Board,  in  the  views  and  policy  they  adopted. 

Government  Officer!,  lire  am,  by  the  fair  construction  of  their  powers  Rep. 

were  bor,,|  °"t  j^1  feature  at  all  meetings'll,  Clare,  that  the  relief  committees  took  one 
p.vn- — -Prevailing  leatu  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  Government  officers, 

w 0fTr,‘°oo8— Difference  of  opinion  beU.een  the  committees  and  the  Government 
Wynne  907,  908  nersons  entitled  to  relief;  distinction  witness  drew;  test 

Ho^far  the  differences  between  the  committees 

works  properly,  Gamble  6656-6663. 

the  lisu’witliMt  examination ; throwing  the  responsibihly  of  g 

cases  upon  the  inspecting  officer,  Fishbourne  5220  6-23  P „ Hid  not  obtain 

persons  on  the  works,  leaving  the  Government  officers  to  strike  them  off,  did  not  obtain 

at  the  Ennistimon  committee,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9051-9055.  . , .1; 

Superin, endence  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  over  the  execuU^n^pubbc 
works ; their  responsibility  for  the  ouday,  Sir  B Macnamam  7574  / SjS  ■ 
oulties  with  which  the  Government  officers  had  to  contend,  Dr.  J.  Sham  | |>f  ^ 

/.  O’Brien,  M.  p„  9497.  9498— Greater  difficulties ^ encountered  hy  •>_»  s. 

Board  of  Works  than  by  the  relief  committees,  CuUmam  10105,  10100  f 

suie  on  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  1 1175- 

Charges  brought  against  the  Government  officers  by  the  Members  for Ta 
venting8 the  employment  of  the  people,  and  of  appointing  “‘'“S'™  “ j ™ . light  in 

Wlnttfi  4477-4490 Effect  produced  upon  the  people  by  these  comp  >4  an(j 

which8 they  placed  the  Government  officers,  ii.  4497—' rkl  Rev-  M»- 
idle  expenditure  of  money  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  0 > d on  the 

Shannon  12507-10303 Great  degree  to  which  the  public  money  was  waste 

works;  whether  to  be  imputed  to  the  Board  of  Works  or  to  the  presen  m 

Testimony  to  the  seal  and  judgment  with  which  Captain  Wynne, 
other  officers  performed  their  duties,  aud  to  their  general  demeanor  and  condu  *. 

5576-5578,  Cullinam  10106* Remarks  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  0 1 

1847,  ^esiifying  .0  the  seal,  diligence,  and ability  of  the  chief  office* of  “ iB 

Ev.v.  323,  and  4pp.  p.  852 Evidence  explaining  the  foregoing  tc 1 relel . J f 

W,n?ne3and  Mr.  (&.&.,  Ruseell  5516.  5522— Complaints  made  0 The  “f 
the  implements,  of  the  non-measurement  of  the  work,  and  ot  TOgularity  or  P , 
grounds  for  these  complaints ; belief  that  they  arose  from  no  neglect  on  the  part 
officers,  but  from  physical  impossibilities,  th.  6523-5533-  , , , CirW 

See  also  Appointment  of  Officers.  Baronial  Superintendents.  ° J Engineers- 

stances , 2.  Commencement  of  Works.  Complaints.  Co-ope  gamble, 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Government  Officers — continued. 

Gamble,  Mr.  Gentry,  The.  Inspecting  Officers.  Intimidation,  1,  2. 
Liscaimor  Relief  Committee,  3.  Local  Engineers.  Millet t,  Mr.  Overseers. 

Parish  Superintendents.  Pay  Clerks.  Peasantry,  The.  Relief  Committees,  2. 
Relief  (or  Labour ) Lists,  3,  4.  Stewards,  Threatening  Notices.  Wynne, 
Captain. 

Greene,  George.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Gordon  3755. 

Griffith,  Mr.  _ Letter  from  Mr.  Griffith  to  Mr.  Hill,  dated  24  March  1847,  respecting  the 
stoppage  of  the  works  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newmarket-on-Fergus,  App.p.  799. 

Grown-up  Sons.  Practice  prevailing  of  putting  the  grown-up  sons  of  the  head  of  a family 
upon  the  works  to  support  that  family,  D.  O'Brien  6976-6978  ; Neylan  7057-7060. 


H. 

Haley, . Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  Gordon  3720. 

Hanrahan,  Rev.  Mr.,  p.  p.  His  conduct  at  the  Ennistimon  presentment  sessions,  10  De- 
cember 1846,  Wynne  1185,  1 186 ; Wliitty  4547  ; Dr.  J.  Shannon  8952  et  seq.,  9031  et 
seq. , 9346  et  seq.;  Calcolt  9761-9768. 

Harbours.  See  Fisheries. 

Harrington,  Mr.  (an  Overseer).  Outrage  committed  on  this  person,  Wynne  1573;  Gamble 
2565  i Petty  5871-5881.  5892-5898. 

Harvey,  Peter.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  Gordon  3663. 

Healy,  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3274,3275. 

Hehir,  Bartholomew.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Petty  5744  et  seq. 

Hennessy,  Mr.  (an  Overseer).  Particulars  of  the  outrage  committed  on  this  man,  Jones 
696-699  ; Wynne  828-831.  843-845  ; Gamble  2565  ; Hill  7777-7779 ; J . O'Brien,  m.  p., 

9376-9378. 9392-9395 ; Higgins  14060-14071 Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle,” 

of  14  December  1846,  relative  to  the  attack  on  Hennessy,  Ev.  p.  319,  and  App.p.  84S 

The  attack  on  this  person  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  state  ot  the  district, 

J.  S.  O’Brien  8150-8157- Unsettled  slate  of  that  part  of  the  country  where  Hen- 

nessy was  shot,  Morris  8492-8494, 

Herring  Fishery.  See  Fisheries. 

Hickey,  — — . Particulars  as  to  his  case,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11047. 

Higgins,  John.  Particulars  as  to  his  case.  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  1 1 849. 

Higgins,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Was  secretary  to  the  Liscannor  relief  com- 
mittee between  October  1846  and  April  1847;  12835-12837.  13377 Undertook  that 

situation  at  Mr.  O’Brien’s  request,  without  salary,  1 2838-12855 Acquaintance  wit- 
ness had  with  the  district,  12856-12859 House  lent  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  for 

the  committee  to  meet  in,  12860-12862 Number  of  members  on  the  committee; 

names  of  the  ex-officio  members;  size  of  the  district,  12863-12876.13690-13692 
Evidence  as  to  the  lists  first  drawn  out  and  settled  by  Captain  Baillie  in  committee ; 
alterations  subsequently  made  therein  by  Mr.  O’Brien ; objects  had  in  view  in  making 

these  alterations,  12877-12907.  13628 How  far  the  alteraiions  affected  the  tenants  ot 

Major  Macnamara,  12908-12925 Number  of  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  lists 

as  first  settled  by  Captain  Baillie;  up  to  the  time  of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  those 
persons  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  12926-12963. 

Steps  taken  by  the  committee  after  the  lists  were  finished  and  sent  to  the  engineer, 

12964  e£  see. Opening  of  the  works  on  the  Locblone  Hills;  number  of  tenants  of 

Sir  William  Fitzgerald  and  Dean  Stackpoole  placed  thereon  ; inquiries  made  by  the 
committee  into  the  circumstances  of  these  persons,  12966-12981  Description  of 

persons  comprehended  in  the  term  “tenant,”  12982,  12983 Correctness  of  the 

census  made  out  by  the  committee,  12983-12991 Principle  on  which  the  com- 

railtee  proceeded  as  to  entering  in  the  lists  of  the  Lochlone  Hills  the  quantity  ot  land 
held  by  those  having  any  ; how  far  the  inspecting  officer  had  cognizance  thereof,  12992- 

13047 Similar  rule  acted  upon  in  the  list  of  the  Moher  road,  13048-13051  — 

Large  number  of  applicants  for  labour  early  in  November;  opinion  loaned  by  the 
committee  that  there  was  not  sufficient  work  ; resolutions  passed  and  f°™®rded  ™ 
Mr.  Gamble ; these'resolutions  (vide  supra,  Questions  6604,  6605.  6612. 6618.  bb22,  and 

6638)  and  others  read,  13052-13067 Onerous  duty  that  devolved  on  the  committee 

in  making  selections;  exertions  made  to  keep  within  the  number  allowed  by  the 
engiueer,  13068-13076. 
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Higgins,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Anxiety  evinced  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  keep  his  own  tenants  off  the  lists  ; subsequently 

he  consented  to  their' being  put  on,  13077-13086.  13151-13156 Days  of  meeting  of 

the  committee;  reason  of  Sunday  being  selected;  the  members  of  the  committee  were 

chiefly  Roman-catholics ; the  population  entirely,  13087-13091 -No  list  kept  of  those 

members  attending;  average  attendance;  difficulty  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  absence 
of  a member;  fals'e  information  given  by  the  applicants  themselves,  13092-13103. 

Confusion  created  in  the  lists  by  the  changes  in  putting  on  those  most  destitute  in 
lieu  of  the  more  comfortable  ; transposition  of  names  from  one  list  to  another;  how  these 
changes  were  effected  and  communicated  to  the  engineers  and  others ; assent  given  to 
the  practice  by  Mr.  Galway,  13104-13150.  13157-13165. 

Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne  at  the  committee  on  17  December;  this  was  a special 
meeting  for  the  investigation  of  the  charges  contained  in  Mr.  Westrop p’s  letters  ; the 
lists  were  not  examined,  except  with  reference  to  the  charges,  13166-13204 Dis- 

pute on  that  occasion  between  Mr.  John  Macnamara  and  Mr.  Gamble;  intention  to 
resign  expressed  by  Mr.  Macnamara,  if  a larger  number  were  not  set  to  work,  13190- 
13192-  13195- 

Evidence  respecting  a list  of  the  Shore-road  (vide  Q.  12143)  ; names  of  tenants  of 
Mr.  O’Brien  thereon  put  off  at  his  desire,  and  subsequently  reinstated  when  Captain 

Wynne  increased  the  numbers,  13205-13242 Complaint  made  by  the  committee  to 

Captain  Wynne  of  the  selection  not  having  been  left  to  them  ; they  did  not,  at  first,  put 

persons  on  the  list,  leaving  it  to  Captain  Wynne  to  strike  them  off,  13243-13251 

The  chairman  by  his  signature  certified  to  the  truth  of  the  list;  could  not,  however,  be 

accountable  for  its  correctness,  13252-13254 Degree  of  consideration  given  by  the 

committee  to  each  case;  impossibility  of  investigating  every  case,  13255-13269 

Evidence  as  to  whether  Daniel  Neylan  was  in  destitute  circumstances,  13255,  13256- 

13275 No  person  was  struck  off  the  list  at  the  instance  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 

of  Works;  selection  made  by  Captain  Wynne  out  of  a list  furnished  to  him  by  the 
committee;  injudiciousness  of  that  selection  ; refusal  of  the  committee  to  accede  to  it; 
resolution  passed,  dated  10  January,  and  communicated  to  Captain  Wynne,  13270- 

133°7- 

Passage  in  letter  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne  (vide  Q.  7453)  predicting  starvation 
as  the  inevitable  consequence  if  additional  employment  were  not  afforded  ; how  far 
this  was  borne  out  by  facts;  actual  deaths  from  starvation,  13308-13358.  13791, 

13792 Instructions  issued  to  the  committee  not  to  return  a second  person  in  a 

family  of  five ; modification  thereof  by  Captain  Wynne;  his  admission,  that  according 

to  the  census  of  1841,  one  in  four  and  a half  could  be  employed,  13337-13343 

Total  absence  of  medical  assistance  in  the  district,  13354-13358 Almost  insupportable 

pressure  upon  the  committee  and  upon  its  members  when  out  of  committee;  usual 

length  of  sittings  of  the  committee,  13359-13367 Applications  made  to  the  lauded 

proprietors  of  the  district  for  aid  and  assistance  in  March  ; only  two  subscriptions 
obtained,  13368-13376. 

Irregularities  occurring  in  making  up  the  lists,  owing  to  the  pressure  upon  the  com- 
mittee ; nature  thereof,  13378-13382 Persons  put  on  the  works  by  individual 

members  of  the  committee  ; it  must  have  been  with  the  knowledge  of  the  stewards  and 
check-clerks;  condemnation  of  the  practice  by  a resolution  of  the  committee  (of  2 De- 
cember 1846),  13383-13389 Stewards  put  men  on  and  removed  them  without  con- 

sulting the  committee ; investigation  into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Warren,  an  overseer,  for 

so  doing,  13390-13393 Complaints  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  of 

this  abuse  ; their  assistance  asked  in  checking  it ; it  was  not  received  ; directions  given 
to  the  stewards  not  to  attend  the  committee  or  send  their  books,  i3394-134°6 
Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  interfere  with  regard  to  his  Carhuduff  tenants  ; left  it  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Shannon  and  his  curate,  13407-13411 Practice  of  the  committee  to  com- 
municate their  resolutions  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  13412 Resolution 

of  11  November  sent  to  the  stewards,  calling  upon  them  to  attend  the  committee  and 
produce  their  lists  and  books;  this  was  not  communicated  to  Captain  Wynne  or  to 

any  superior  officer, 13413-1 3416 Cognizance  Mr.  Millett  had  of  these  complaints 

and  abuses,  13417-13422. 

Evidence  as  to  the  lists  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon  and  Mr.  Gamble  (Q.  3444  anc* 
Q.  5041)  relating  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  at  Carhuduff  and  Birchfield,  13423-13443 

Directions  issued  by  the  Relief  Commissioners  to  the  committees  not  to  interfere 

with  the  execution  of  the  works,  or  with  the  officers  or  stewards  ; period  at  which  they 

were  received  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  13444-13446 Evidence  to  show  that  the 

usual  instructions  were  not  issued  to  the  committee  until  March  1847  ; 1 344 7"1 3459* 

13916-13918.  13922-13924 And  that  the  committee  never  received  instructions 

from  the  inspecting  or  other  officers  from  the  time  of  Captain  Baillie  till  that  of  Captain 

Gordon;  dissatisfaction  of  the  committee  thereat,  13460,  13461 Number  of  letters 

received  from  Captain  Wynne ; particulars  as  to  various  letters,  conveying  directions, 
&c.,  not  received,  13462-13495. 

[Second 
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Higgins,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

[Second  Examination.]— Circumstances  connected  with  the  committee  preparing  a iist 
itr,™  °A-ll  S„at  lhe  ®;'ndfier'iHillS  J of  names  Z 

ist,  13503  Enumeration  of  the  several  works  going  on  at  that  time  in  the  dis- 
trict to  which  separate  lists  applied ; number  of  men  employed  on  each,  13514-13520 

The  number  specified  as  necessary  by  the  engineer  was  never  exceeded  bv  the  committee  : 
effort  made  to  supply  work  to  those  most  destitute  in  the  first  instance,  13530-13534 
—Ru  e adopted  as  0 describing  on  the  lists  a second  person  of  the  same  famift 
returned  for  work;  whether  calculated  .0  mislead  the  Government  officers  into  th‘e 
belief  that  each  person  was  perfectly  oisuuct  from  the  other;  total  absence  of  explana- 
tion calculated  to  inform  the  officers  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  case,  13535-13626 
-Captain  Baillie  was  not  present  when  the  Clahane  Road  list  was  made  out,  13627. 

Lists  of  31  December  sent  10  Captain  Wynne  containing  about  1,120  names:  other 
lists  whence  those  names  were  obtained ; no  inspecting  officer  attending  the  com- 
nn“e<f  l° on  "ew  names  the  committee  had  to  perform  that  duty  bv  themselves, 
13628  13633  Passages  of  letters  from  Captain  Wynne,  requesting  lists  to  be  sent 

to  him,  read;  reason  of  no  lists  having  been  sent  between  31  “October  and  31 

December,  13634-13638 Exammation  as  to  the  Clahane  Road  list  with  reference 

to  the  manner  in  which  the  names  of  two  parties  of  the  same  family  were  entered ; the 
probability  of  this  mode  deceiving  the  Government  officers  was  never  mentioned  in  com- 
mittee, 13639-13650  Two  tickets  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ordering  persons  to  be 
taken  on  the  works  on  the  responsibility  of  the  committee,  read;  explanation  with 
respect  thereto,  13651-13667. 

Difficulty  experienced  in  ascertaining  the  precise  number  of  any  person’s  family 

whose  name  was  on  the  list;  deception  practised;  with  what  object,  13668-13674 -■ 

Practice  obtaining  to  rely  upon  the  recommendation  of  each  committee-man,  without 
inquiry  into  the  cases;  impossibility  of  making  the  searching  inquiry  which  under 

other  circumstances  might  have  been  desirable,  13675-13682 Average  number  of 

hours  a week  during  which  the  committee  sat,  13683 Other  busines's  and  duties 

drawing  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  members  ; public  duties  fulfilled  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 

13684-13689 The  committee  in  several  instances  sent  persons  on  whom  they  could 

rely  to  make  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  people  who  applied  for  relief;  the  condition 
of  the  people  was  generally  known  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  13690- 
13698. 


Number  of  magistrates  and  members  of  Boards  of  Guardians  upon  the  committee, 
13699-1 370 i* Assiduous  attention  paid  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  his  duties  ou  the  com- 
mittee, 13702-13704 Few  persons  on  the  committee  of  the  rank  of  gentlemen, 

137°5-137°9 Difficulty  experienced  in  ascertaining  from  applicants  the  quantity  of 

land  held  by  them,  13710 Further  general  evidence  respecting  the  lists  furnished 

to  Captain  Wynne  on  31  December,  13711-13728 Discovery  made  that  the  Moy- 

more  list  contained  31  more  names  than  the  committee  originally  put  upon  it;  com- 
munication of  this  fact  to  Captain  Wynne  in  a letter  addressed  by  witness  to  him  dated 
31  December  (vide  Q.  1786);  attention  paid  by  Captain  Wynne  to  this  communica- 
tion, 13728-13769.  14089 Supplementary  list  prepared  by  the  committee  dated 

5 J anuary,  and  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  accompanied  with  a letter  ( vide  Q.  7453),  13770- 

13773 List  received  on  10  January  from  Mr.  Galway  the  local  engineer;  purport 

thereof;  proportion  of  the  names  therein  sanctioned  by  Captain  "Wynne  for  employ- 
ment; evidence  bearing  out  the  assertion  that  the  most  destitute  were  passed  over, 

13774-138i3 Number  selected  for  employment  by  Captain  Wynne  from  the  list 

of  5 January;  similar  omission  of  the  most  destitute,  13814-13818. 


Dissatisfaction  and  great  distress  caused  by  the  mode  in  which  Captain  Wynne 

exercised  his  judgment  in  the  selection;  rule  that  he  had  adopted,  13819-13823 

Letter  dated  10  January  addressed  to  him,  enclosing  resolution  expressive  of  the 
feeling  of  the  committee  (vide  Q.  7455);  answer  returned  thereto,  dated  11  January 

1847  (Q-  7458);  13S24-13828 Opinion  of  the  committee  as  to  the  plan  safest  to 

be  pursued,  13829,  13830 Possibility  of  Capiain  Wynne  having  been  aware  of  any 

of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  being  on  the  lists,  13831-13842 Proportion  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

tenants  on  the  lists  of  5 January,  from  the  Birchfield  and  Carhuduff  townlands  re- 
spectively; number  selected  by  Captain  Wynne,  13843-13856 Complaint  subse- 

quently made  to  Captain  Gordon  of  the  selection  made  by  Captain  Wynne,  13859— 
13862 Minute-book  of  the  committee  put  in  and  read,  13862. 


[Third  Examination.] — Memorandum  compiled  by  witness  in  reference  to  the  list 
put  in  by  Captain  Gordon  (Q.  3761),  produced  and  read;  sources  whence  this  memo- 
randum has  been  compiled,  13863-13870 Complaint  made  by  the  Liscannor  com- 

mittee to  Captain  Gordon  of  irregularities ; his  answer  thereto  as  to  the  wrong  town- 

lands  being  returned,  13871-13876.  13881-13909 Remonstrance  also  made  to 

Captain  Gordon  of  the  irregularities  of  his  officers,  13877-13880 Census  of  the 

whole  district  prepared  by  witness  in  February  last,  incompliance  with  Captain  Gordon’s 
directions ; purpose  for  which  drawn  up ; it  was  entered  in  the  new  registry  book, 
0.105.  5 y 3 obtained 
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Higgins,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  EvidraM)-»»tk«*f. 

Obtained  from  the  commissariat  office  in  Dublin,  I3»l*-*39'S Subsequent  exa- 

mination of  the  book  by  Captain  Gordon  ; bis  approval  ot  it,  13919  13931. 

Intimation  given  by  Captain  Gordon  of  bis  having  received  an  order  to  reduce  the 
labourers  20  ner  cent. ; remonstnince  mode  thereto  by  the  committee  ; answer  of  Captain 
Gordon-  steis  thereupon  taken  by  the  committee,  13905-1 3944— -The  committee 
never  put  servant  boys  on  the  lists;  this  must  be  traced  to  the  stewards  and  check- 
clerks  ^13045-19957— Particulars  as  to  certain  names  111  tire  lists  sent  to  the 

fusnectilieofflcef,  13958-13970 Evidence  as  to  whether  the  names  of  any  ol  the 

persons  ?„  the  list  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon  (Q.  3761)  were  returned  on  either  of 
the  lists  of  31  December  or  5 January;  particular  names  alluded  to,  15973-13992. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  held  at  Ennislunon  on 

a December  13903-19997 Complaint  made  by  the  chairman  respecting  Mr.  Millett, 

^,n“_Snbj«ts  onwllich  Mr.  O’Brien  addressed  the  court,  13998-14001— Posr- 

tions  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  in  the  room,  14002-14004- Long  discussion 

on  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere's  letter  ; resolution  to  proceed  under 

the  letter  in  preference  to  the  Act;  presentment  mode  accordingly  14005-14014 

Absence  of  anv  language  calculated  to  excite  the  people  to  violence,  14015.  14046— 
Universal  feeling  in  favour  of  tillage,  14016-14022  14030—Tbe  passages  .11  the  letter 
written  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  Board  of  Works  (5  December  1846)  giving  an 
account  of  the  cond  net  of  the  Members  for  Clare  and  of  the  people,  were  not  warranted 

s"i  of°what  passed  sent  by  witness  to  the  - Clare  Journal"  of  10  December  ; 
garbled  copy  thereof  inserted  ; in  what  respects  garbled,  14033-14045— -Passage 
in  the  report  of  the  address  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  denying  the  right  of  Captain 
Wynne  to  interfere  with  the  relief  committees,  read  ; belief  that  it  was  not  calculated  to 
excite  the  people  to  violence  against  Captain  Wynne  or  the  other  officers,  14047  IJ0?1 
—Total  absence  of  any  necessity  for  the  officers  going  armed  ; peaceable  character  of 

the  district,  14072-14077 Efficient  support  and  co-operation  given  by  Mr.  O Brien 

to  the  Board  of  Works  throughout;  efforts  nude  by  linn  to  keep  the  committee  correct 
in  their  dealings  with  the  people,  14078,  14079.  . . , . , . , 

Letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere,  dated  5 October  1846,  inserted  m the  schedule  to  the  Act, 

10  Viet.  c.  10,  read,  14090 Copies  of  the  presentments  made  under  that  letter  at  the 

presentment  sessions  held  at  Corofin  on  30  November  1846,  and  at  Enmstimon  on 
4 December  1846,  with  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  respective  sessions,  put  in  and  read, 

14002 Letter  of  instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works,  dated  10  October  1846, 

relative  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  read  ; it  was  never  communicated  to  the  committee, 
14003-14097 Extract  from  the  “Dublin  Evening  Post  of  22  October  1846, explain- 
ing the  purport  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  read,  14098 -Resolution  of  the  Liscannor 

committee  as  to  raising  a subscription  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  corn  meal,  to  be  so 
at  cost  price  or  given  away;  discussion  that  took  place  cn  the  resolution;  it  was  not 

acted  upon  or  rescinded ; reasons  thereof,  14099-14120.  ...  ... 

Circumstances  connected  with  Captain  Gordon  having  revised  a certain  is  wi  iou 
consulting  the  committee  (vide  Q.  12320,  12321);  explanation  sought  or  y P 

tain  Gordon;  how  far  given,  14121-14126 Dates  respectively  of  the  tour  lists  .ent 

by  the  Liscannor  committee  to  the  inspecting  officer;  number  of  additional  lists  sent 

to  the  sub-engineer,  14127-14133 Evidence  as  to  the  resolution  of  25  °ve 

1846,  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  Mr.  O Brien  of  the  same 

date,  14134-14143 Resolution  of  thanks  passed  by  the  committee  to  witness  on  his 

leaving  the  country,  and  presenting  him  with  the  sum  of  15/.  for  his  services, 
resolution  remains  on  the  books,  but  witness  has  not  received  the  money  14*44  4 o 

Higgins,  Mr.  Letter  dated  31  December  1846,  from  Mr.  Higgins,  the  secretary  to  the 
Liscannor  relief  committee,  to  Captain  Wynne,  forwarding  the  lists  of  that  comuii  e , 
charge  against  the  Board’s  officers  contained  in  that  letter,  Wynne  1786  Mr-  '§>=!  . 
attended  as  secretary  to  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  gratuitously ; pertorme 
duties  efficiently,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11805-11814— — Letter  of  Mr.  Higgins,  a 
3 January  1847,  to  Mr.  Galway,  enclosing  resolution  of  the  Liscannor  eommi  , 
£v.  p.  712. 

Hill,  John.  (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Civil  eDgiueer;  has  resided  in  Clare  four  years, 
acting  as  county  surveyor  during  part  of  that  time,  757977682.  77H>  7715t-"  l,e 
ployed  by  the  Board  of  Works,  under  the  Relief  Act,  as  district  engineer  for  Last  a , 

7583-7587.  7713-  8036 -Attended  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessious  h el  a 

Corofin  on  30  November  1846  in  his  capacity  as  county  surveyor;  sat  near  Mr.  C.  O nrien, 

7588-7593 Discussion  that  arose  a9  to  the  description  of  works  that  ought 

presented  for;  construction  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  by  Mr.  O Brien  as 

tillage  ; opposite  opinion  taken  by  witness  and  the  officers  of  the  Board, 

Presentment  eventually  made  by  the  sessions  in  the  form  proposed  by  Mr.  O Brien,  7 4 

76o6 Refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  sign  it;  on  what  grounds,  7607,  7D0°- 

Incorrect  report  given  in  the  “Clare  Journal”  as  to  what  Mr.  O’Bnen  sai  , e*P 
sions  are  attributed  to  him  which  he  never  uttered,  7609-7615.  769*1  7b92,  - 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


Uettm.J 


HILL. 


903 


Report,  1847 — continued. 


Hilly  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

8056 Particular  passages  quoted  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien’s  language  appears  to 

be  misconstrued  and  rendered  unnecessarily  offensive,  7616  et  seq. Excited  manner 

of  Mr.  O’Brien ; of  other  gentlemen  likewise;  Mr.  O'Brien’s  manner  not  so  offensive, 
7621-7624  Incorrect  version  given  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  statement  of  the  amount  of 

the  deduction  for  contingencies.  7625-7635 Passage  in  the  report  as  to  Mr.  O'Brien 

not  submitting  "to  be  lectured,”  7636-7638.  7653— —Witness  wrote  to  the  Board  of 

Works  with  regard  to  the  presentment,  7639.  7900-7902.  7907-7922 Propriety  with 

which  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  conducted  themselves;  absence  of  anythin^ 
offensive  in  their  conduct  towards  Mr.  O’Brien,  7642-7644. 

Dereliction  of  duty  of  which  the  officers  of  the  Board  would  have  been  guilty  had  they 
signed  the  presentment  for  tillage ; refusal  of  witness  as  county  surveyor  to  si<m  it, 

7645-7647 Certainty  of  witness  that  the  word  “officials”  in  the  alleged  expression 

“ the  Government  and  their  officials,”  See.  was  not  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  7648.  7672- 

7684 Doubts^vheiher  the  word  “humbugging,”  as  applied  to  the  Board  of  Works, 

was  used,  7649,  7650 To  whom  the  word  “ insult”  was  applied,  7650-7652 - 

Circumstances  connected  with  Captain  Wynne  being  asked  whether  he  applied  his 
remarks  personally,  7654-7662. 

Passage  as  to  Captain  Wynne  saying  that  the  Board  would  reject  the  presentments, 
and  a reply  being  thereupon  made  to  him  as  to  his  not  understanding  about  land  ; party 

by  whom  this  reply  was  made,  7663-7671 General  opinion  expressed  at  the  sessions 

in  favour  of  the  presentment  for  tillage,  7685-7690 Witness’s  recollection  of  the  cir- 

cumstances under  which  Captain  Wynne  said  be  found  a number  of  persons  who  had 
some  means  employed  on  the  works,  whilst  a great  number  who  had  no  means  of  subsis- 
tence whatever  were  unemployed  ; expressions  thereupon  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  a man 
possessing  a cow  taking  a knife,  and  cutting  a piece  off  that  cow  ; whether  there  was 
any  cheering  thereupon ; to  whom  these  observations  were  addressed,  7693-7710.  7721- 

7733-  7750— 7757 Some  of  the  magistrates  left  the  bench  during  the  meeting,  7711, 

7712. 

Testimony  to  the  activity  and  zeal  displayed  by  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  ; absence  of  anything  calculated  to  excite  hostility  or  dis- 
pleasure, 7716-7720 Statement  of  Mr.  Gamble  that  he  would  endeavour  to  meet  the 

views  of  the  proprietors  as  regarded  the  employment  of  labourers,  7734 -Defence  of 

the  Board  by  Captain  Wynne ; necessity  that  existed  for  his  so  doing ; temper  and 
moderation  with  which  he  did  it;  excited  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  7735-7745 Refer- 

ence made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  name  of  Molov,  in  regard  to  a proposal  to  get  imple- 
ments made  at  Liscannor  or  Birchfield,  7746-7748. 

Manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  towards  Mr.  Gamble  at  the  meeting;  demeanor  of  Mr. 

Gamble  ; belief  that  the  word  “ absurd  ” was  not  used,  7758-7762 Presentments  in 

favour  of  tillage  were  not  passed  at  any  other  sessions  in  the  county  besides  Ennistimon, 

7763-7765 Witness  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to  till  the 

land;  confined  himself  to  saying  that  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter 

would  not  bear  it,  7766-7768 -Witness  never  went  armed  iu  West  Clare;  was  aware 

the  Government  officers  did ; class  from  whom  they  expected  violence,  7769-7779.  7784 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  O’Brien  that  the  Government  was  not  doing  its  duty,  was  also 

expressed  at  other  presentment  sessions;  and  was  shared  generally  by  the  peasantry, 
7780-7783. 

Reasons  the  Government  officers  had  for  going  armed;  causes  of  dislike  on  the  part  of 

the  peasantrv  towards  them,  7784-7790 Indisposition  of  the  people  to  labour,  7787- 

7794.  7833-7836 Support  and  encouragement  given  to  the  peasantry  by  the  course 

taken  by  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  gentry  against  the  Government  officers;  how  far  there 
was  a want  of  caution  and  judgment  displayed  herein,  7790-7824 Co-operation  wit- 
ness received  from  the  relief  committees,  7825 System  prevailing  of  paying  rent  by 

labour;  whether  this  would  be  an  inducement  to  get  the  tenants  placed  upon  the  public 

works,  7826,  7827 Few  irregularities  in  Captain  Wynne’s  district,  7828 Benefit 

resulting  to  the  country  from  Mr.  Gamble  bringing  in  strange  overseers,  78291  7^30, 

Danger  of  his  life  in  which  Mr.  Petty,  local  engineer,  at  Inchiquin,  was  placed;  cause 

thereof”  7831,  7832.  7837-7841 Letter  written  by  witness  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated 

21  October  1846,  referring  to  acts  of  violence  committed  by  the  peasantry,  784a- 

7845 Another  also  addressed  by  witness  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated  3°  October  1846, 

on  the  same  subject;  opinion  therein  expressed,  that  “stopping  the  works  to  any 
considerable  extent,  would  lead  to  an  immediate  insurrection,”  7846-7850  Disposi- 
tion evinced  by  the  Clare  gentry  and  clergy  to  render  assistance ; whether  dangerous 

for  them  to  do  so,  7846 Belief  that  the  relief  committees  were  not  altogether  free 

agents,  owing  to  the  large  numbers  of  people  pressing  upon  them  for  relief  and  work, 

7851-78 59*  , 

Persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  forced  themselves  upon  the  works,  without 
going  through  the  form  of  applying  to  the  committee  at  all,  7860-7865  Opinion 
that  the  gentlemen  of  West  Clare,  did  not  put  on  people  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
leaving  the  Government  officers  to  clear  the  lists,  7866,  7867 Comfortable  people  were 

0.105,  5 y 4 Puc 
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Hill,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

put  on  the  lists  in  West  Clare,  but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute,  7868,  7S69 

Disbelief  that  persons  usually  employing  labourers  put  them  on  the  public  works,  7870- 

787q Absentees  do  not  generally  employ  labourers,  7877 Further  reference  to  the 

expression  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  the  Government  insulting  the  country ; how  far 
this  applied  to  the  contingency  of  the  Government  taking  a particular  course  ; to  whom 
addressed,  7879-7889. 

Cause  of  dissatisfaction  given  to  the  relief  committees  by  the  transfer  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  stewards  and  check  clerks  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  7890 Tes- 

timony in  favour  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  a country  gentleman,  magistrate  and  landlord;  his 
attention  to  the  comforts  and  interests  of  his  tenants,  7891-7899- Witness  communi- 

cated the  (tillage)  presentment  to  the  Board  of  Works;  his  object  in  so  doing,  7900- 

7q02 Opinion  that  Mr.  Laboucliere’s  letter  was  conclusive  with  regard  to  the  question 

of  tillage ; different  opinion  taken  up  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  7903-7905 Whether  the 

feeling  that  existed  on  the  subject  might  not  have  been  considerably  allayed  if  the 
officers  had  proposed  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Board  in  Dublin  ; arrangement  actually 
made  for  so  doing,  to  a certain  degree;  adjournment  of  the  sessions  in  consequence;  no 

answer  was  received,  7906-7922 Opinion  expressed  by  the  officers  of  the  Board  that 

no  presentment  could  be  made  without  an  undertaking  from  the  proprietor  under  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  letter  ; controversy  that  arose  thereon  ; unanimity  of  Mr.  O’Brien, 
and  the  meeting  against  that  opinion,  7923-7930. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  extraordinary  sessions  held  at  Ennistimon,  on  4 De- 
cember, Major  Macnamara  in  the  chair;  angry  words  on  his  part  towards  the 
Government  officers;  terms  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  gangsmen  and  check  clerks, 
7931“7939-  7957—7959 Explanation  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  to  expressions  attri- 

buted 10  him  in  the  report  in  the  "Clare  Journal,”  of  the  sessions  at  Corofin,  that  the 
blame  he  attributed  to  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  was  hypothetical,  7940- 

7g42 Similar  presentment  (as  to  tillage),  proposed  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  as  that  proposed 

at  Corofin  ; unanimous  feeling  in  its  favour  amongst  the  rate  and  cess-payers  and 
magistrates ; refusal  of  the  Government  officers  to  sign  it,  7943"7956  Language 
adcfressed  to  Mr.  Gamble  by  Major  Macnamara;  respectful  manner  of  Mr.  Gamble, 

7060-7964 Witness  does  not  concur  in  the  opinion  that  was  expressed,  that  the 

works  had  been  conducted  without  due  economy,  and  were  most  of  them  useless, 

7965 High  standing  and  character  of  Major  Macnamara  in  the  county,  7966- 

7ggg Good  terms  on  which  witness  stood  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  7970-7974. 

Belief  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  were  such  as  to  place  Mr.  Millett  in  a posi- 
tion of  considerable  danger;  neither  Mr.  O’Brien  nor  Major  Macnamara  said  anything 
calculated  to  produce  that  effect ; dislike  in  which  Mr.  Millett  was  held  by  the  people, 

7975-798 1 Witness  did  not  hear  any  allusion  made  to  the  expression  “ ruffians,” 

&c.  by  Major  Macnamara  ; shouting  prevailing,  7982-7994 The  Government  officers 

did  not  misbehave  themselves,  7995-7997 Witness  brought  forward  the  presentment 

for  the  road  between  Ennistimon  and  Lahinch  at  his  own  suggestion,  7998-8000- — 
Character  of  persons  who  excited  the  crowd ; their  activity  in  creating  dissatisfaction, 

8001-8003 Mr.  O’Brien  or  Major  Macnamara  did  nothing  at  the  meeting  to  hold 

up  the  Government  officers  to  u assassination,”  8004-8009 Perfect  right  of  the  Mem- 
bers for  Clare  to  differ  from  the  officers  in  any  place,  8010-8017 The  Chapel  Road 

works  were  proposed  by  witness  ; favourable  opinion  at  first  entertained  of  the  plan  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  ; his  subsequent  opposition,  8018-8035. 

Extensive  co-operation  and  assistance  witness  has  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien ; more 

so  than  from  Major  Macnamara,  8036-8043 Anxiety  displayed  by  Mr.  Gamble  to 

meet  the  wishes  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  8044 Complaint  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien 

with  respect  to  Mr.  Gamble  not  answering  a letter,  and  also  of  the  unsatisfactory  manner 

in  which  the  works  were  conducted,  8045 Specific  complaints  urged  against  Mr. 

Millett,  8046-8048 Witness  did  not  hear  Mr.  O’Brien  ask  Captain  Wynne  if  he 

meant  to  be  personal,  8049 Believes  he  did  say  that  the  residents  were  better  judges 

of  the  distresses  of  the  people  than  Captain  Wynne,  8050,  8051- Dispute  respecting 

the  point  of  putting  a person  to  work  who  had  some  little  subsistence  left ; course  pur- 
sued by  Captain  Wynne  and  the  other  Government  officers,  8052-8061. 

Hill,  Mr.  See  Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  O'Brien,  Mr. 
Cornelius,  3. 

T etter  from  Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  4 March  1847}  relative  to 
°ople  towards  the  Board’s  officers,  App.  p.  806. 

Honan,  Bat.  Particulars  of  his  case,  Ren.  C.  Fitzgerald  11044. 

Hornsby,  Mr.  E.  Letter  from  Mr.  Hornsby  to  Mr.  Trevelyan,  dated  12  April  1847, 
enclosing  correspondence  between  Captain  Gordon  and  the  Liscannor  relief  committee, 

App.  p.  785. 

Horse  Work. 
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Horse  Work.  Complaint  in  a report  made  by  witness  (inspecting  officer)  of  the  iranroner 
application  of  horse  work;  explanation  thereof,  Fishboume  5335-5338. 

Hours  of  Working.  Feeling  created  in  the  minds  of  the  peasantry  against  the  Govern- 
ment officers  with  regard  to  the  hours  of  working,  Hill  7787. 

Houses.  In  Ireland  the  houses  in  which  tenants  live  are  usually  built  at  their  own  cost- 

especially  if  the  land  be  sub-let;  general  slate  of  their  houses,  Gordon  7365-7375 1 

Practice  in  the  district  for  two  or  three  heads  of  families,  each  having  children  to  live 
together  in  the  same  house,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8299.  0 

Hynes,  Widow,  and  John  and  Pat.  Evidence  as  to  their  cases,  D.  O'Brien  6qi6-6Q"0 
6929-6938.  6949-fi953.  6965-6969.  6983-6985;  Svbm  70-26-7053.  7344;  Gamble 
7192  ; Rev.  hm.  Shannon  12149  etseq.  ** 


I. 

Idleness  of  the.  People.  General  indisposition  to  work  evinced  by  the  labourers,  Wunne  42, 
43.68;  Gamble  2218.2562;  Whitty  4200-4204.  4366;  Hill  7787-7794.  7833-7836 

The  men  did  not  earn  the  sums  paid  them  as  subsistence  money,  Whitty  4200-4204 

Complaints  made  on  this  ground  by  the  landed  proprietors  and  cesspayers,  ib. 

4205-4207— — The  insufficiency  in  the  return  of  labour  is  to  be  attributed  to  imper- 
fect supervision  and  superintendence,  J.  O'Brien,  m.  p.  9477 Notorious  idleness  of 

the  men;  this  to  be  traced  in  a great  degree  to  the  non-measurement  of  the  work; 
difficulty  of  meeting  the  evil,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12233-12270.  12550-12567. 

See  also  Implements,  4. 

Implements  : 

1.  Insufficiency  of  the  Supply;  Efforts  made  by  the  Government  to  procure 

them. 

2.  Complaints  of  Mr.  C.  O'Brien  on  this  Head. 

3.  Irregular  Payment  of  Tradesmen' s Bills  for  Tools. 

4.  Doubts  whether  the  People  were  concerned  at  the  Insufficiency. 

1.  Insufficiency  of  the  Supply  ; Efforts  made  by  the  Government  to  procure  them : 

The  Board  of  Works  found  implements;  complaints  made  of  the  insufficiency  thereof; 

great  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  them,  Wynne  306-310 Peculiar  difficulty 

experienced  by  the  Board  of  Works  in  providing  tools  ; number  of  men  for  whom  imple- 
ments had  to  be  provided,  Jones  736*,  737 Passages  in  witness’s  letter  of  8 January 

1847,  referring  10  the  complaints  of  the  insufficient  supply  of  implements,  and  also  of  im- 
plements being  procured  from  a distance ; confirmation  of  those  passages,  Gamble  2477, 

2478 Efforts  made  to  procure  implements  both  in  the  immediate  locality  and  from  a 

distance,  ib.  2478-2481 The  insufficiency  of  implements  to  be  attributed  to  the  great 

number  of  men  forced  upon  the  works  ; difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  tools,  Whitty 

4190-4199 Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” of  1 January  1847,  respecting  the 

want  of  proper  implements  at  the  Liscannor  sea-wall,  Ev.p.  323,  and  App.p.  85a 

Evidence  in  confirmation  thereof,  Russell  5502-5506.  5523.  5534 Considerable  irre- 
gularity in  the  supply  of  instruments,  Hill  7788 General  complaint  of  the  scarcity  of 

tools,  Morris  8371-8373.  8376,  8377 Utter  impossibility  at  the  time  of  procuring 

them,  ib.  8374,  8375. 

Witness  (inspecting  officer)  is  not  aware  of  there  having  been  any  want  of  tools, 

Fishboume  5418 No  complaints  of  a want  of  implements  existed  in  the  Barony  of 

Islands,  John  Fitzgerald  6184,  6185. 

2.  Complaints  of  Mr.  C.  O'Brien  on  this  Head  : 

Great  complaint  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  Corofin  meeting,  on  30  November,  of 

the  want  of  tools,  Wynne  603-608;  Gamble  2192;  Burton  3872,  3873 Complaint  also 

made  that  the  tools  were  not  manufactured  in  the  neighbourhood,  Wynne  609-614 

Witness  cannot  speak  to  the  truth  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  complaint  as  to  the  want  of  tools ; in 

witness’s  own  neighbourhood  (Corofin)  there  was  overabundance,  Burton  3879-3883 

Scarcity  of  tools;  complaints  made  thereof;  offer  of  Mr.  O’Brien  to  procure  their  manu- 
facture in  his  own  neighbourhood,  Hill  7748,  7749;  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12279-12296. 

3.  Irregular  Payment  of  Tradesmen’s  Bills  for  Tools: 

How  far  the  inability  to  obtain  payment  was  one  cause  of  the  local  tradesmen  not 
making  the  implements ; necessary  delay  in  payment ; Mr.  O’Brien’s  complaints  on  this 

head  adverted  to.  Gamble  2481-2509 Instance  of  two  tradesmen  in  Ennistimon 

applying  for  summonses  against  the  Board  of  Works,  Whitty  4273 Hardship  resulting 

from  the  non-payment  of  the  bills  for  implements,  Russell  5526,  5527.  5532 Descrip- 
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Report,  1847— continued. 


Implements— continued. 

3.  Irregular  Payment  of  Tradesmen’s  Bills  for  Tools— continued, 
nf  implements  ordered  by  witness  (baronial  superintendent)  to  be  made  in  Liscan- 
Z-  wSer  he  spenified  an/ time  within  which  they  were  to  be  dehvered  Malay  5626- 

“c, I Witness  was  processed  for  the  price  of  the  implements ; names  oi  several  who 

sued  him;  result,  ib.  '5633-5639 Special  particulars  connected  with  on  order  for 

wheelbarrows ; defence  witness  set  up  ; h.s  reason  for  settling  the  matter  without  going 
trial  ib.  5639-5644-  5651,  56sa.  5697-5704—0™““!  complaint  as  to  bills  for 


implements  not  being  paid;  how  far  well  founded;  knowledge  the  tradesmen  had  that 

ihePir  payments  wonlif  be  made  monthly,  ib.  5645-5650 -Complaint  witness  made  to 

Cantain'Wvnne,  at  Ennistimon,  of  the  inconvenience  resulting  to  poor  tradesmen  from 
irregular  and  long  payments;  answer  of  Captain  Wynne,  Fallon  10540-10546. 

4.  Doubts  whether  the  People  were  concerned  at  the  Insufficiency : 

The  want  of  implements  was  not  a cause  of  opposition  to  taskwork,  Wynne  91 0 
Complaints  made  of  the  want  of  tools ; this  was  not  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  the  turbu- 
lence^ prevailing,  ib.  579-589— Belief  .hat  the  labourers  would  rather  be  w.tho^ol, 
that  they  might  have  an  excuse  fur  not  doing  the  woik,  tb.  585  588.  6-3,  6-4  The 
insufficiency  “of  lools  did  not  prevent  men  being  employed ; how  far  it  would  operate  in 
keeping  them  on  short  wages ‘ ib.  595-602.  649-658 The  want  ot  tools  did  no  pro- 

duce irritation  on  the  minds  of  the  poor  and  landed  gentry ; indifference  of  the  latter  as 
to  .he  people  being  put  upon  the  works,  Jones  738,  739— The  men  were  unable  to 
work  in  some  cases  from  want  of  implements,  but  general  y from  want  of  inclination; 
the  people  never  expressed  anxiety  as  to  implements,  G amble  2203-2211. 

See  also  Combination.  Corofin  Belief  Committee.  Government  Officers.  Inchiqum 
Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2. 

Imposition.  See  Fraud  and  Imposition. 

Inaoh  Parish.  Number  of  persons  belonging  to  this  parish  in  comfortable  circumstances 
on  the  Corofin  lists.  Lynch  5930-5938— List  of  persons  having  land  and  stock,  who 
were  returned  for  employment  on  the  relief  lists  m this  parish,  si.  6430-6432.  6434- 

64o6 Population  of  the  parish,  and  number  of  families  therein;  proportion  that 

should  have  been,  and  proportion  actually  employed,  Cullinam  10070 Large  extent 

of  this  parish ; poor  character  of  the  land ; dense  population,  ib.  10137-10140. 

Inchecronan  Relief  Committee.  Belief  that  this  committee  was  an  exception  to  the 
general  practice  prevailing  of  putting  improper  persons  on  the  works,  fishbourne  5290, 
g291 Regularity  prevailing  at  this  committee  during  the  chairmanship  ot  Mr.  Cutler, 

ib.  543°>  543 1 • 

Inchiquin  Barony  of.  Amount  of  the  presentments  made  in  this  barony ; comparison  with 

the  amount  of  the  Poor-law  valuation,  Gamble  2376.  2492 Presentment  made  byttie 

barony  of  Inchiquin  to  employ  such  people  as  had  no  land,  previously  to  30  November; 
presentment  made,  but  not  passed,  for  employment  in  tillage,  Cullinam  10231-10237. 
See  also  Kilamona  Parish. 


Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions: 

I.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Inchiquin  * 

held  at  Corofin,  30  November  1846. 

1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail. 

II.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee. 


I.  Proceedings  at  the  Extraordinary  Sessions  for  the  Barony  of  Inchiquin,  held  at 
Corofin,  30  November  1846  : 


1.  Observations  of  the  Committee  thereon  : 

Considerable  discussion  between  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  and  the  members 
of  the  sessions,  as  to  the  construction  to  be  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  ; excite- 
ment exhibited.  Rep.  p.  iv. 


2.  Evidence  in  Detail : 

Evidence  of  Captain  Wynne : 

Passage  in  witness’s  letter,  dated  1 December  1846,  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  having  made 
a “ hustings  speech  ” at  Corofin  on  the  previous  day;  disclaimer  of  having  originated 
the  expression;  his  feeling  as  to  the  probable  effect  that  speech  would  have ; particu- 
lars as  to  ihe  language  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien ; newspaper  report  referred  to,  552- 

K74.  644.  645.  1650^1653 Considerable  excitement  prevailing  at  this  time  in  Clare, 

against  the  Government  and  the  officers  of  public  works,  375-578 Complaint  made^ 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions— continued. 

I.  Proceedings  at  Corofin  Presentment  Sessions,  30  November  1 846 — continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Captain  Wynne — continued, 
ot  the  want  of  tools,  579“ 5^9*  603—614.  623,  624 'Observations  made  by  the  chair- 
man in  regard  to  the  Board  of  Works,  615-622.  640—645 Number  of  persons  in 

the  body  of  the  court  on  this  occasion ; their  riotous  conduct ; no  observations  were 

addressed  to  them  by  any  person  from  the  bench,  623-632.  641-643 Witness’s 

temper  and  manner  when  making  his  observations  in  defence  of  the  Board  of  Works; 

tone  in  which  he  conveyed  his  remarks,  633,  634.  662-667 Witness’s  language 

alluding  to  the  want  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  gentry  of  the  country  with  the 

Board,  635-637 Witness  does  not  object  to  the  complaints  made  by  the  Members 

for  Clare,  but  only  to  the  mode  in  which  they  were  made,  649-652. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Gamble: 

Narrative  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meeting  of  30  November;  discussion  raised  as  to 
presenting  for  reproductive  works  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter;  desire  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
to  apply  the  presentment  to  tillage  of  the  land  ; conduct  and  language  of  witness  and  of 

Captain  Wynne  ; language  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  2582-2618.  2637-2641 Feeling  of 

witness  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  submit  the  proposition  for  employing 
the  people  on  tillage  to  the  Board  of  Works ; discretion  he  conceived  to  be  vested 

in  him  to  decide,  2619-2632 Witness’s  opinion  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  object  in 

putting  the  interpretation  he  did  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  Labouchere,  2621.  2632-2635 

Observations  addressed  to  the  meeting  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ; their  exciting  character; 

cheering  of  the  people,  2642-264.7 Difference  that  arose  between  Captain  Wynne 

and  Mr.  O’Brien;  tone  and  bearing  of  the  former;  language  used,  2648-2659.  2668- 

2670 Names  of  persons  present,  2660-2663 Interposition  of  Mr.  Brew,  a 

magistrate,  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  2664-2667.  2690-2692 Passage  in  witness’s 

letter,  stating  that  Mr.  O’Brien  “ took  such  a course  that  the  Boards  were  obliged  to 
appear  as  standing  between  the  people  and  the  tillage  of  their  land;”  confirmation 
thereof,  2671-2673 — —Propriety  of  Captain  Wynne’s  observations  to  the  chairman; 
absence  of  anything  offensive  or  impertinent,  2674-2679.  2686,  2687 Anxiety  mani- 

fested by  the  gentry  and  the  people  generally,  at  the  meeting,  for  employment  in  tillage; 
questionable  propriety  of  witness  undertaking  to  represent  the  matter  to  the  Board  of 
Works ; dereliction  of  duty  and  insincerity  of  which  he  would  have  been  guilty  had  he 

done  so  ; unanimity  of  the  Board’s  officers  on  the  question,  2693-2715.  2728-2733 

Presentments  were  not  made  for  any  other  object  titan  that  of  tillage ; these  were  dis- 
allowed by  the  Board,  2716-2721 Other  points  on  which  discussion  arose,  2722- 

2727 Peculiar  circumstances  under  which  witness  has  departed  from  his  instructions, 

2734-273 7- 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Burton : 

Number  of  magistrates  and  others  present  at  the  meeting,  3772-3783 Object  of 

the  meeting;  subjects  discussed,  3784,3785 Length  of  time  the  meeting  lasted ; 

Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  was  in  the  chair,  3785,  3786 Period  at  which  witness  left 

the  room  ; his  motives  for  leaving  ; was  not  the  only  individual  that  left,  considerable 

irritation  prevailing,  3787-3793.  3825-3828.  3859.  3959 General  feeling  of  the 

meeting  in  favour  of  tillage  ; opinion  expressed  by  Archdeacon  Whitty  as  to  its 
being  imprudent  to  attempt  what  the  Government  officers  had  refused  to  sanction; 

decided  opinion  expressed  to  this  effect,  3794-3804 Other  persons  besides  the 

magistrates  and  associated  cess-payers  present  and  taking  part  at  the  meeting ; irre- 
gularity of  this,  3802.  3809-3821.  3853,  3854 Reason  of  a presentment  having 

been  made  in  favour  of  tillage  notwithstanding  the  opinion  against  it ; no  division 

took  place,  3805-3824 Noisy  character  of  the  proceedings  ; violent  and  imprudent 

language  used  latterly,  chiefly  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne ; personal  affair  made  of  the 
matter  ; language  and  demeanour  of  Captain  Wynne,  3825-3847.  3890.  — 

Conduct  of  Messrs.  Gamble  and  Hill  on  the  same  occasion,  3848-3852 - Observations 

addressed  by  the  chairman  to  the  body  of  the  court ; applause  elicited ; remaikmade 

by  witness  that  the  chairman  was  speaking  for  an  election,  3855-3858 Absence  on 

the  part  of  the  Government  officers  of  anything  like  ill  behaviour  or  want  of  temper, 

3860,  3861.  3S88 Grounds  of  the  excitement  of  the  chairman,  3862-3871 

Whether  Mr.  O’Brien  may  be  cousidered  to  have  spoken  against  the  Board  of  Works 
hypothetically  or  positively,  3874,  3875 None  of  the  magistrates  besides  the  chair- 
man appeared  to  be  under  the  influence  of  excitement,  3878 Other  clergymen  be- 

sides Archdeacon  Whitty  present;  part  taken  by  them  in  respect  to  the  tillage  question, 

3884-3888 Attendance  of  the  Roman-catholic  clergy,  3931-3933 Discussion 

amongst  the  magistrates,  after  the  meeting,  as  to  the  impropriety  and  danger  of  arraign- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  public  officers  in  the  presence  of  the  people,  3963-3966. 

Evidence  of  Archdeacon  Whitty  : 

Great  excitement  prevailing  at  the  meeting;  number  of  persons  present;  large  pro- 
portion of  the  labouring  class,  4243-4247 Discussion  respecting  Mr.  Labouchere’s 

letter;  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne;  forbearance 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions— continued. 

I pr0Ceedings  at  Corojin  Presentment  Sessions,  30  November  1846— continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Archdeacon  Whitty — continued, 
and  good-temper  displayed  by  Captain  Wynne,  4248-4260— Statement  of  Mr.  O’Brien 
as  to  “not  respecting  the  Lord  L1eotena.1t  and  Mr.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common 

understanding  ’’  8tc.,  4261-4265 Statement  that  it  was  a life  and  death  question, 

and  as  to  be!U  “ insulted  bv  tile  Government  and  their  officials,  4266-4268 Also 

that  the  Government  could  have  procured  sufficient  implements  from  tradesmen  in  the 
neighbourhood  ; unfairness  of  this  objection  ; explanation-made  by  Mr.  Gamble,  4209- 

,28l Expressions  used  by  Mr.  O'Brien  and  Captain  Wynne  adverted  to;  excited 

state  of  Mr  O’Brien  ; calm  and  temperate  language  and  demeanour  ot  Captain  Wynne, 

.„go  4 000  4210 Witness  left  the  meeting  with  Mr.  Burton,  but  returned  in  a short 

time”-  his ‘reasons  for  doing  so,  4301-4304-  4335-4337 "How  far  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

remarks  may  be  deemed  to  have  been  of  an  electioneering  character,  43<>5-4307: 

Witness  stood  alone  in  his  objection  to  the  presentment  for  tillage ; intimation  given 
bv  Captain  Wynne,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Gamble,  that  it  would  not  be  sanctioned ; inju- 
diciousness  of  their  conduct  in  refusing  to  consult  the  Board  in  Dublin,  4338-4349* 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Hill : 

Witness  attended  the  sessions  in  liis  capacity  of  county  surveyor;  sat  near  Mr.  G. 

O’Brien  7f;88-75Q3 Discussion  that  arose  as  to  the  description  of  works  that  ought 

to  be  presented  for ; construction  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  by  Mr.  O Bnen 
as  to  tillage;  opposite,  opinion  taken  up  by  witness  and  the  officers  of  the  Board, 

71104-7603 Presentment  eventually  made  in  the  form  proposed  by  Mr.  O Bnen,  7604 

««o6— — Refusal  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  sign  it;  on  what  grounds,  7607,  760S 
— Incorrectness  of  the  report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  as  to  what  Mr.  O Bnen  said, 

76oq  et  sea. Excited  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  ; and  of  others  of  the  gentry  likewise, 

7621-7624 Incorrect  version  given  in  the  before-mentioned  report  ot  Mr.  O finen  s 

statement  of  the  amount  of  the  deduction  for  contingencies,  7p25-7635-— Passage  in 

the  report  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  not  submitting  « to  be  lectured,  7636-7638.  7653 

Witness  wtoie  to  the  Board  of Works  with  regard  to  the  presentment,  7639.  7900-7902. 
7Q07-7Q22 Propriety  with  which  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  conducted  them- 

selves • absence  of  anything  offensive  in  their  conduct,  7642-7644  Dereliction  of 
duty  of  which  the  officers  of  the  Board  would  have  been  guilty  had  they  signed  the  pre- 
sentment for  tillage;  refusal  of  witness,  as  county  surveyor,  to  sign  it,  7645-7647 

Certainty  of  witness  that  the  word  “ officials,”  in  the  alleged  expression  “ the  Govern- 
ment and  their  officials,  &c.”  was  not  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  actual  expressions  used, 

and  by  whom,  7648-7652.  7672-7684.  7879“7889 Circumstances  connected  with 

Mr.  O’Brien  asking  Captain  Wynne  whether  he  applied  his  remarks  personally  to 

him  7654-7662 Passage  as  to  Captain  Wynne  saying  that  the  Board  would 

reject  the  presentments,  and  a reply  being  thereupon  made  as  to  Ins  not  under- 
standing about  land;  party  by  whom  this  reply  was  made,  7663-7671— —General 
opiniou  expressed  at  the  sessions  in  favour  of  the  presentment  for  tillage,  7005  7090 
Circumstances  under  which  Captain  Wynne  said  that  he  found  a number  ot  per- 
sons who  had  some  means  of  subsistence  employed  on  the  works,  whilst  a great  number 
•who  had  no  means  whatever  were  unemployed  ; expressions  thereupon  used  as  to  a 
man  possessing  a cow  taking  a knife  and  cutting  a piece  off  that  cow,  7693-7710.  7721- 

*7733.  7750-7767 Some  of  the  magistrates  left  the  bench  during  the  meeting,  7711* 

7712 Statement  of  Mr.  Gamble  that  he  would  endeavour  to  meet  the  views  ot  the 

proprietors  as  regarded  the  employment  of  labourers,  7734 Defence  of  the  Board 

by  Captain  Wynne;  necessity  that  existed  for  his  so  doing;  temper  and  modera- 
tion with  which  he  did  it;  excited  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  7735“7745 — -Reference 
made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  name  of  Molloy  in  regard  to  a proposal  to  get  implements 

made  at  Liscannor  or  Birchfield,  7746-7748 Manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  towards  Mr. 

Gamble  ; demeanour  of  Mr.  Gamble ; belief  that  the  word  “ absurd”  was  not  used,  775°“ 

*7702 Witness  expressed  no  opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to  till  the  land; 

confined  himself  to  saying  that  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  would  no 
hear  it,  7766-7768— —Witness  communicated  the  tillage  presentment  to  the  Board  o 

Works ; his  object  in  so  doing,  7900-7902 Explanation  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  in  regard 

to  expressions  attributed  to  him  in  the  report  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  that  the  blame  e 
attributed  to  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Works  was  put  hypothetically,  7940-7942' 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Culhnam  : 

Views  urged  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  proceeding  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  in 
preference  to  the  Act;  there  was  nothing  unusual  in  his  manner,  10175-10101 
Complaints  that  he  then  made  as  to  the  want  of  implements,  the  non-measuremeot 
of  task-work,  and  the  waste  of  money,  10182-10185 Concurrence  of  the  magis- 

trates and  cesspayers  with  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  the  presentment;  refusal  of  lhe 
to  sign  it;  discussion  between  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  O’Brien;  language  of  Mr.  U Bnen 
as  to  the  light  in  which  he  should  view  the  refusal  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  an 
Mr.  Labouchere  to  sanction  the  presentment;  how  far  hypothetical,  10186-10191 
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Inch  1 quin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions— continued. 

I.  Proceedings  at  the  Corojin  Presentment  Sessions,  30  Nov.  1846 — continued. 

2.  Evidence  in  Detail — Mr.  Cullinam — continued. 

Statement  made  by  Captain  Wynne  that  Mr.  O’Brien  had  censured  the  Government 

and  the  Board  of  Works  ; denial  thereof  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  10192,  10193 Paragraph 

in  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  of  5 October,  referring  to  productive  labour ; general  f'eelin^ 
of  the  gentry  and  people  in  favour  of  employment  in  tillage  instead  of  productive  works^ 
arguments  in  support  of  that  opinion;  sense  in  which  the  word  “injurious”  is  used  bv 
the  Corofin  Committee  in  their  resolution  of  19  November  1846,  as  applied  to  the  un- 
productive works,  10195-10212 Dissent  to  the  statement  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  makin°- 

“ a hustings  speech  language  actually  used  by  him,  10215-10222 Protest  made  bv 

Captain  Wynne  to  the  presentment,  10223,  10224 Statement  of  Captain  Wynne  as 

to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  remarks  being  “ calculated  to  produce  a mischievous  impression  on 

the  people;”  absence  of  anything  to  justify  such  an  apprehension,  10225,  10226 

The  largest  proportion  of  the  people  had  no  land ; they  had  an  interest  in  the  tillao-e 
nevertheless,  10228-10230. 

II.  Papers  laid  before  the  Committee : 

Resolution  of  the  Corofin  Relief  Committee,  dated  19  November  1846,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  presentment  sessions,  Cullinam  10194 Minutes  of  proceedings  at  the 

extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  held  at  Corofin,  under  the  Act  9 5c  10  Viet.  c.  107, 
when  a presentment  was  made  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  of  5 October  1846,  Ev.  p. 

731 Extract  of  letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  1 December  1846,  in  which  he  gives 

an  account  of  the  meeting  of  30  November,  App.p.  765 Report  of  Mr.  Gamble,  dated 

6 March  1847,  as  to  the  meeting,  ib.  p.  768 Report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of 

3 December,  of  the  proceedings  at  the  presentment  sessions,  held  30  November  1846, 
ib.p.  813. 

Incliiquin  Relief  Committee.  Instructions  sent  by  the  Government  on  4 March  1847  to 
the  Inchiquin  committee;  among  others,  to  send  up  the  registry  book;  condition  in 

which  sent,  Wynne  7518-7528 Lists  had  been  received  from  Inchiquin  before  the 

registry  book,  ib.  7529,  7530 Resolution  passed  by  the  committee  19  November 

1846  as  to  the  price  of  provisions  being  so  high  that  it  required  a greater  number  of 
men  to  be  put  upon  the  works ; no  allusion  therein  to  resident  landlords,  Cullinam 
10110-10115. 

Inchiquin  Relief  Lists.  OF  the  1,800  persons  removed  from  the  works  at  Inchiquin  no 
man  was  put  on  except  at  the  instance  of  the  committee,  or  a member  or  members 
thereof,  Wynne  7512-7517. 

Inspecting  Officers.  The  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  the  appointment  of  in- 
specting officers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Treasury,  Jones  671 Circumstances 

under  which  the  appointment  of  inspecting  officers  took  place,  ib.  675 Copy  of  the 

instructions  dated  15  January  1847,  issued  by  the  Treasury  to  the  inspecting  officer  for 

County  Clare,  Fishbourne  5248 Course  pursued  by  witness  upon  first  entering  on 

his  duties  as  inspecting  officer  for  Clare,  Wynne  23-34 Question  as  to  the  power 

of  the  inspecting  officer  to  place  labourers  on  the  works  without  consulting  the  relief 

committee,  ib.  114-118.  123.  130-134 Considerable  extent  to  which  the  inspecting 

officer’s  time  was  occupied;  clerk  employed  by  him,  ib.  961-963 -It  was  not  at  all 

imperative  on  the  inspector  to  attend  every  committee,  even  once,  ib.  1649 The 

attendance  of  the  inspecting  officer  quite  unnecessary  at  committees,  if  the  latter  did 

their  duty  ib.  1756 Number  of  baronies  and  relief  committee  over  which  witness’s 

(inspecting  officer)  superintendence  extended;  he  had  no  assistance;  his  duties  as  to 
checking  the  lists  and  putting  the  labourers  on  the  works,  Gordon  3742-3751- 

Testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  the  inspecting  officers  discharged  their  difficult 

duties,  Rep.  p.  vii Witness  received  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Works  for  bis 

services  in  Clare,  Wynne  964. 

See  also  Baillie,  Captain.  Butcher,  Mr.  Engineers.  Fishbourne,  Captain 
Fitzgerald,  Major.  Gordon,  Captain.  Instructions.  Mann,  Captain.  Relief 
(or  labour)  Lists,  2,  3,  4.  Stoppage  of  the  Works.  Wynne,  Captain. 

Inspection  of  Correspondence,  Accounts,  Sfc.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works 
on  this  subject,  Jones'  Ev.  p.  40. 

Instructions  (Board  of  Works).  The  want  of  proper  instructions,  in  some  instances,  was 
the  cause  of  the  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  committees,  Rep.  p.  vi  Instruc- 
tions issued  to  witness  (inspecting  officer)  on  his  first  entering  on  his  duties  ; variations 

therein  by  circulars  from  time  to  tinie,JV$fwne  6. 10-22— Particulars  of  the  instructions 

issued  by  ihe  Lord  Lieutenant  for  the  formation  and  guidance  of  relief  committees,  dated 
.24  October  1846,  Jones  700-703 Dates  of  instructions  issued  to  the  relief  committees 
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Instructions  (Board  of  Works) — continued. 

and  inspecting  officers,  Jones  7 i9~724 Copy  of  the  instructions,  dated  Ennis,  5 October 

1846  issued  by  the  engineer-in-chief  for  West  Clare  to  the  local  engineers  relative  to  the 

setting  the  people  to  work,  Gamble  2171 Circular,  dated  S December  1846,  issued  by 

the  Board  of  Works,  as  to  the  6 1 rating,  Gordon  3058-3060.  3070 Copy  of  the  in- 

structions, dated  Dublin  Castle,  23  October  1846,  under  which  witness  acted  previously 
to  the  receipt  of  the  before-mentioned  circular;  variation  between  a copy  of  the  said  in- 
structions inserted  in  the  Blue  book  and  those  forwarded  to  witness,  ib.  3071-3093 

Circular  dated  12  March  1847,  relative  to  the  reduction  ot  the  number  of  labourers  on 

th°  relief  works,  ib.  14210 Circulars  and  general  orders,  dated  29  November  and 

9 December  1846,  defining  the  duties  of  inspecting  officers  and  engineers,  ib.  14237. 

See  Aso'Labouchere's,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Letter.  Liscannor  Relief  Committee,  1. 

Relief  Committees,  2.  Relief  (or  Labour ) Lists,  1.  Subscriptions. 

Intimidation  : 

1.  Prevalence  of  Intimidation ; Assaults,  Sfc.  committed  on  the  Government 

Officers. 

2.  Ill  Treatment  of  strange  Stewards. 

3.  Coercion  of  Relief  Committees  and  Presentment  Sessions. 

1.  Prevalence  of  Intimidation;  Assaults,  8;c.  committed  on  the  Government 

Officers ; 

Frequent  recurrence  of  outrage  in  the  County  Clare,  Jones  696-699  System  o 

intimidation  pervading  the  entire  county,  Gamble  2522-2528 -Remarks  in  the 

"Morning  Chronicle”  of  14  December  1846,  relative  to  the  intimidation  prevalent, 
Ev.p.  319,  and  App.  p.  848. 

Probability  of  revenge  being  taken  by  those  struck  off  the  lists,  Wynne  419-421- 

Very  slight  provocation  tending  to  place  persons  in  danger  in  Ireland,  Baillie  4099- 
47o8 — —Instance  of  a Government  officer  being  assaulted  in  the  presence  of  three 
magistrates;  they  could  not  protect  him.  Hill  7847- — —Occasions  of  witness  inter- 
ferine:  to  prevent  impertinence  to  the  officers;  never  had  an  idea  of  the  probability  ot 
personal  danger  to  them,  J.  O'Brien,  m.  P.,9315-  9345-9349— Witness  always  evinced 
a desire  to  protect  the  Government  officers  from  injury,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11138. 

Circumstances  connected  with  witness  being  surrounded  by  a mob  at  Ennistimon, 

Wynne  346-358.  363 Assaults  committed  on  inspecting  officers  in  Donegal,  and 

at  Castlebar;  imminent  danger  of  Captain  Wynne’s  and  Mr.  Gamble’s  positions  hi Clare, 

Jones  734- Passage  in  one  of  witness’s  letters,  as  to  threats  being  oneted  by  the 

people,  explained,  Wynne  1492-1494 Paragraphs  in  witness’s  letter  of  1 January  1847 

adverting  to  attacks  on  the  subordinate  officers,  and  to  the  state  of  rebellion  in  which 

the  county  appeared  to  be  at  that  time,  ib.  1573-157^ Quotations  from  letter  of 

witness  adverting'  to  the  intimidation  practised  towards  the  Board’s  officers,  and  the 
encouragement  given  thereto  by  the  conduct  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  ib.  2067-2107 

Instances  of  intimidation  practised  towards  the  Board’s  officers;  conduct  of  Rev. 

Mr.  Lynch  in  one  case,  Gamble  2522-2528.  2563-2572— —Premeditated  attack  on 
witness  by  a party  of  armed  men  between  Ennistimon  and  Liscannor  ; information  con- 
veyed to  him  thereof,  enabling  him  to  take  a different  route;  causes  of  dissatisfaction, 

Millett  4767-4773.  5150-5152- Statement  in  letter  of  witness  (inspecting  officer)  to 

Colonel  Jones,  dated  22  March  1847,  describing  a violent  attack  made  upon  him  at  JNew- 
market-upon-Fergus;  danger  in  which  he  was  placed ; protection  and  assistance  that 
he  received  from  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  Stoddart,  Fishbourne  5392“5402  i -*PP’  P- 

798.  846 Other  persons  besides  witness  on  whom  attacks  were  made,  tb.  5410, 

5411 Cause  to  which  the  ill-feeling  existing  against  the  Board’s  officers  may  be 

traced,  Petty  5862. 

Witness  (county  surveyor)  never  went  armed  in  West  Clare  ; was  aware  the  Govern 
ment  officers  did ; class  from  whom  they  expected  violence,  Hill  77^9~7 779*  77°4  ~ ' 
Reasons  the  Government  officers  had  for  going  armed ; causes  of  dislike  on  the  part  0 
the  peasantry  towards  them,  ib.  7784-7790 Absence  of  any  occasion  for  the  Govern- 
ment officers  going  armed,  J . S.  O’Brien  8147-8157.  8184-8192 —Witness  (coas 

guard  officer)  never  considered  it  necessary  to  carry  arms  ; it  was  a prudent  precaution 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works  when  in  the  interior;  but  no 

when  on  the  coast,  Morris  8487-8496.  8501-8532 Total  absence  of  any  necessity  tor 

the  Government  officers  going  armed  in  the  Liscannor  district ; peaceable  character  0 
that  district,  Higgins  14072-14077. 

2.  Ill  Treatment  of  strange  Stewards : 

Violence  and  intimidation  exercised  towards  strange  stewards,  Wynne  119-  ie 
machinery  of  the  Government  was  crippled  by  the  almost  nniversal  intimidation^ 
strangers  introduced  as  stewards  resigned  through  fear  of  being  murdered,  ib.  982 

Intimidation  practised  towards  two  stewards  from  the  County  Meath  employed  in ^ 

barony  of  Corcomroe,  compelling  them  to  leave  the  country,  ib.  1673,  1674.  1680 
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Inti  MI  DA  tiox — continued. 

2.  Ill-treatment  of  strange  Stewards — continued. 

Preference  given  by  many  of  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  to  losing  their  situations 

than  to  coming  in  contact  with  the  people.  Gamble  2524 Protection  of  the  police 

applied  for  by  the  pay-clerks,  ib.  2525 List  of  stewards  and  check-clerks  in  the 

Barony  of  Islands  who  either  resigned  their  situations  or  threatened  to  do  so  if  not 
removed  to  other  districts,  Ev.p.  141. 

3 . Coercion  of  Relief  Committees  and  Presentment  Sessions : 

Belief  that  large  presentments  were  made  by  the  magistrates  at  sessions  from  fear  of 
the  people ; and  also  that  they  relied  upon  the  Board  of  Works  to  oppose  the  wishes  of  the 

mob,  Gamble  2377-2380 Belief  that  the  presentment  sessions  were  generally  afraid  to 

refuse  any  presentment  in  the  face  of  the  population,  ib.  2431,  243a Persons  were 

not  placed  on  the  lists  from  any  apprehensions  of  violence,  Whitty  4227-4231 

Belief  that  the  system  of  intimidation  prevailing  prevented  committees  acting  as  thev 
ought,  Fishbourne  5442.  5456,  5457  ; Hill  7851-7859. 

See  also  Co-operation  of  Relief  Committees.  Corcumroe  Extraordinary  Presentment 
Sessions,  I.  2.  Fishbourne,  Captain.  Harrington,  Mr.  Hermessy,  Mr. 

Kilmalhj  Parish.  Millett,  Mr.  Newmarhet-on-Fergus.  Petty,  Mr.  Samson, 

Mr.  Stewards.  Threatening  Notices.  Whiteboy  Act. 

Investigation  of  Cases.  See  Chairmen  of  Relief  Committees.  Local  Knowledge.  Relief 
(or  Labour ) Lists,  2. 

Islands,  Barony  of,  Relief  Lists.  Great  abuses  found  to  exist  in  the  relief  lists  of  the  Barony 
of  Islands  ; large  number  of  independent  persons  employed ; total  want  of  discrimination 

in  putting  persons  on  the  lists,  John  Fitzgerald  6056-6065.  6136 Committees  to 

which  this  more  particularly  applies,  ib.  6066 Correction  of  the  abuse  by  Captain 

Wynne ; number  struck  off  the  lists  on  the  revision  ; large  proportion  subsequently' 
reinstated;  these  were  the  most  destitute  who  had  been  struck  off  in  the  indiscriminate 

revision  by  the  committee,  ib.  6067-6092.  6419-6429 Informal  nature  of  the  relief 

lists  supplied  ; calculated  10  mislead  and  deceive  the  inspecting  officer,  ib.  6093-6095. 


J. 

Jones,  Lieutenant-colonel  Harry  David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Chairman  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland,  668-670 Has  the  appointment  of  inspecting 

officers,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Treasury,  671 Appointed  Captain  Wynne  to 

be  inspecting  officer  for  Clare,  672,  673 Circumstances  under  which  the  appoint- 

ment took  place ; witness  had  never  seen  Captain  Wynne  before  he  came  back  from 
Clare;  excellent  character  for  judgment,  firmness,  and  temper  attributed  to  him,  674- 

681 Highly  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  duties;  testimony  to 

this  effect  contained  in  a letter  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Board,  dated  18  January- 

1847  j 682-692 Threatening  notice  served  on  Captain  Wynne,  692-695 Difficulty 

and  danger  of  his  position  in  the  County  Clare;  satisfaction  the  Board  felt  in  having 
an  officer  of  his  judgment,  firmness,  and  discretion  in  that  post,  696-700. 

Instructions  issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  dated  24  October  1846,  for  the  formation 
and  guidance  of  relief  committees,  700-703 Printed  returns  furnished  to  the  com- 

mittees, in  which  to  enter  the  names  of  individuals  recommended  for  employment ; form 

thereof,  703 Great  trouble  and  odium  entailed  upon  the  Board  of  Works  by  the 

non-observance  of  their  instructions  by  relief  committees  as  to  filling  up  these  lists, 

<703-718 Dates  of  instructions  issued  to  the  relief  committees  and  inspecting  officers, 

719-724 Powers  of  the  engineer  as  to  putting  men  on  the  lists  ; instructions  of  the 

Board,  725-728. 

Witness  recollects  receiving  Captain  Wynne’s  letter,  dated  5 December  1846, 
containing  allegations  of  which  the  members  for  Clare  complain  ; his  impression  that 
Captain  Wynne  was  speaking  the  truth ; nothing  was  thought  ot  it ; frequency  of  similar 
reports  being  received  of  gentlemen  in  as  high  positions,  and  even  higher,  in  point  ol 

rank,  729-734.  751-772 Difficulty  of  Captain  W ynne’s  position  in  Clare;  great 

distress  prevailing,  735,  736 Difficulty  experienced  in  providing  tools,  736*,  737 

This  did  not  produce  irritation  on  the  minds  of  the  poor  and  landed  gentry  ; indif- 
ference of  the  latter  as  to  the  people  being  put  upon  the  works,  738,  739. 

Difficulty  experienced  in  getting  the  work  measured ; frauds  committed,  739~742 
Evidence  referring  to  Mr.  Knox,  of  the  Clare  Journal,  743-75°  Reports  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  of  Members  of  Parliament  and  the  gentry  were  frequent ; none 
contained  such  strong  expressions  as  that  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  “ holding  us  up  to 

assassination,”  751—768 Systematic  opposition  of  the  resident  gentry  to  the  Board  ; 

occasion  thereof,  769—772 Complaint  of  reflections  cast  upon  the  Board  by  Mr. 

O’Brien,  contained  in  the  “ Northern  Whig  ” newspaper  of  16  February,  773~ 775* 

0.105.  5 z 4 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


K E A 


K I L [GTapt.  SSagmtr’g 


912 

Report,  1847 — continued. 


K. 

Keane  Mr.  Marcus,  j.p.  Letter  from,  dated  10  March  1847,  10  Captain  Wynne,  bearing 
testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  inspecting  officer, 
Ev.p . 140;  and  App.  p.  795. 

Keene,  Mr.  See  Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles. 

Kelly,  Andy.  Particulars  as  to  his  case,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11048. 

Kelly,  ( Pat ),  Thomas.  Letters,  reports,  &c.  of  Captain  Gordon,  dated  April  1847,  referring 
to  this  case,  App.  p.  784. 

Kennedy,  Pat.  Evidence  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  Neylan  7078-7081. 

Kenny,  Michael  and  John.  See  Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles. 

Kerin,  Dennis.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person.  Petty  5766,  et  seq. 

Killdysart  Relief  Committee.  Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  21  January 

• 1847,  extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  App.  p.  836 — -Letter  addressed  to  the 
editor  by  a member  of  the  committee,  correcting  the  report,  ib.  p.  842. 

.Kileely.  Belief  that  this  district  was  an  exception  to  the  general  practice  prevailing  of 
putting  improper  persons  on  the  works,  Fishboume  5288,  5289- 

Kilfenora  Relief  Committee.  Witness’s  reasons  for  not  attending  the  Kilfenora  Committee, 
Wynne  14413-14415- 

Kilfenora  Relief  Lists.  Difficulty  witness  experienced  in  obtaining  the  relief  lists  from 
the  Kilfenora  committee;  supplemental  list  furnished,  Wynne  380-387 Informal  lists 

• furnished  by  the  committee;  particulars  as  to  them,  ib.  1398-1407. 

Kilkee  Relief  Committee.  Violent  character  of  the  meetings  of  this  committee,  Morris 

8452-8454- Report  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  16  January  1 847,  extracted 

from  the  “Clare  Journal,”  App.  p.  832. 

Kilkeedy  Parish.  Its  population  and  number  of  families ; proportion  that  should  be,  and 
proportion  actually  employed,  Cullinam  10070. 

Ki/lamona  Parish.  Number  of  persons  belonging  to  this  parish  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances on  the  Corofin  lists,  Lynch  5920-5929 List  of  some  persons  having  land  and 

stock,  who  were  returned  for  employment  on  the  relief  lists  in  this  parish,  ib.  6437 
Evidence  relatino-  to  a list  produced  by  Captain  Fishbourne,  from  the  parish  of  Killatnona ; 
part  taken  in  regard  thereto  by  Mr.  Crowe,  Colonel  Wyndham’s  steward,  Cullinam 
10026-10064. 

Killcely  Relief  Committee.  See  Kilmoon  and  Killeely  Relief  Committee. 

Killilagh  (or  Fisher-street ) Relief  Committee.  The  members  for  Clare  were  connected  with 

this  committee,  Wynne  158 Attempts  witness  made  to  visit  the  committee ; on  what 

occasions,  ib.  1959-1965 Date  of  the  formation  and  first  sitting  of  the  committee, 

Fallon  10287,  10288 Major  Macnamara  was  appointed  chairman;  witness  at  first 

secretary;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Conolly,his  curate,  subsequently,  ib.  10291-10293 Circulars, 

papers,  &c.,  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  committee,  ib.  10456—10401'  — 

Instructions  furnished  to  the  committee,  ib.  10462-10796. 

Complaints  witness  preferred  with  respect  to  the  Killilagh  committee;  investigation 
held  at  his  request,  into  a charge  made  against  that  committee  in  witness’s  letter  or 
26  November  1846;  statement  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  on  that  occasion;  result, 

Wynne  514-546 Complaint  made  by  witness  in  his  letter  of  4 March  1847,  of  having 

received  no  answers  to  his  communications  in  the  case  of  the  Killilagh  committee,  ib. 

1637-1639 Paragraph  in  that  letter,  in  which  witness  pleads  guilty  to  apparent 

neglect  of  the  committee ; reasons  he  assigns  for  that  neglect,  ib.  1640-1649  * 

Complaint  made  by  witness  (a  parish  superintendent),  to  his  superior  officer,  on  30 
October,  against  the  relief  committee  of  Killilagh ; grounds  of  that  complaint;  charges 
brought  against  witness ; their  nature;  inquiry  instituted,  and  result,  M‘Inimey  5941" 

6003.  6026-6032 Communication  witness  had  with  Mr.  Millett,  on  the  subject  ot 

the  treatment  he  had  received,  ib.  6004-6014 Witness’s  reasons  for  not  attending 

the  Killilagh  committee,  Wynne  14413-14415. 

See  also  Check-Clerks  and  Stewards.  M‘Inirney,  Mr.  Members  for  Clare. 

Millett,  Mr.  Subscriptions. 

Killilagh  Relief  District.  State  of  the  district  of  Killilagh  ; character  of  its  population, 

Fallon  10299-10304 Names  of  the  principal  resident  and  non-resident  proprietors,  ib. 

10354-10360 Great  destitution  prevailing  among  the  entire  population;  clamoui 

and  importunity  for  work,  ib.  10366-10375 Period -of  the  works  being  opened  in 

Killilagh  ; steps  taken  to  put  the  people  on  ; refusal  of  Mr.  Millett  to  put  on  more  than 
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Killilagh  Relief  District — continued. 

160  men ; large  number  (about  6oo  or  600)  however  actually  put  on,  Fallon  10078-10401 
Measures  taken  on  the  meeting  of  the  committee  to  remove  those  ascertained  to  be 

unfit  objects  for  relief;  number  so  removed,  ib.  10402-10404 Passage  in  litter  of 

witness  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  16  October,  in  which  he  thanks  him  for  ll.is  “ compre- 
hensive measure  of  relief,”  ib.  10405-10407 How  far  delay  took  place  in  cnmme.mincr 

the  works;  probable  reason  ot  the  works  in  Burren  being  commenced  at  an  earli.Tr 
period  than  those  in  Corcomroe  barony;  periods  of  the  committees  beino  formed  in  iliose 

baron  lesrespeetivelv,  ib.  10408-10442 Number  of  men  employed  bclo.ethe  meeting 

of  the  Killilagh  committee;  they  were  put  on  without  anv  lists;  By  whom  so  put  on  ib 

10443-10450 A umber  of  persons  employed  during  'February  1847,  ib.  10S33 

J he  large  sums  appropriated  10  the  government  works  fell  short  of  what  was  required  to 
give  efficient  relief ; discontent  and  dissensions  caused  by  the  manner  in  which  the  money 
was  applied,  ib.  10856-10865.  J 


Killilagh  Relief  Lists.  Witness  never  received  any  lists  from  the  Fisher-street  relief  com- 
mittee; frequent  application  made  for  them,  Wynne  1385.  1407.1951-1054 Great 

abuses  existing  there;  their  nature,  ib.  1955-1958 No  regular  lisis  were  ever  fur- 

nished liy  the  Killilagh  committee;  large  number  of  persons  put  on  the  works  by  Mr. 

Moloy,  Millett  4962-4975 No  list  was  furnished  from  Killilagh  to  equal  the  number 

of  men  lequtred  ; list  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon,  Moloy  5654.  5674-5680. 

Large  number  of  men  struck  off  the  works  in  the  Killilagh  district ; exertion 
made  by  Mr.  John  Macnamara  to  get  the  lists  made  out;  obstructions  met  with  ; 

application  made  for  the  lists,  Gordon  3279-3290 Number  of  Major  Macnamara’s 

tenants  on  the  lists,  ib.  3468—3486 Character  of  the  information  furnished  by  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Conolly;  public  acknowledgment  witness  made  of  his  services;  women  put 

by  him  on  the  works,  ib.  6346-6367.  6402-6407 Applications  made  by  Captain 

Got  don  to  the  committee  for  lists;  no  application  by  Captain  Wynne;  compliance 

therewith,  probably  not  to  the  full  extent  he  required,  Fallon  10463-10467 Occasion 

of  Captain  Wynne  going  over  a portion  of  the  lists  with  witness  and  Mr.  Conolly,  ib. 

10470-10472.  10537-10540 Probable  number  of  persons  struck  off  ihe  Killilagh  list 

by  Captain  Gordon  in  Febiuary  last,  ti.  10772-10774.  10784-10788 Many  ot  those 

struck  off  the  lists  had  been  admitted  by  tickets  issued  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee; witness  signed  some  of  those  tickets,  ib.  10790-10795 Practice  pursued  as 

to  inserting  in  the  labour  lists  the  number  of  acres  in  the  column  for  land;  whether  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  inspecting  officers,  ib.  12751-12784 Efficient  assistance 

received  by  the  inspecting  officer  from  the  committee  in  reducing  the  list  20  per  cent., 
Gordon  14329-14332. 

See  also  Macnamara,  Major,  1.  Relief  (or  Labour ) Lists,  3.  Women. 

Killohery,  John.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  tiiis  man,  Neylan  7328. 

Killone  Relief  Committee.  See  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  Relief  Committee. 


Kilmally  Parish.  Report  of  investigation  instituted  at  the  Ennis  petty  sessions,  24 
December  1846,  into  the  violence  used  by  the  labourers  on  the  works  in  this  parish 
towards  the  stewards,  App.p.  825. 

Kilmally  and  Inche  Relief  Committee.  Particulars  as  to  a committee-man  "bankrupt  in 

fortune  and  character”  on  this  committee,  Wynne  479 Frequent  attendance  of 

witness  at  this  committee;  occasion  of  his  addressing  the  people  ; subject  on  which  he 
spoke;  denial  of  ever  having  represented  the  landlords  to  them  as  their  enemies,  ib. 
498-508.547-551. See  also  Reliefer  Labour)  Lists,  2,  3. 

Kilmally  and  Inche  Relief  Lists.  Unjust  principles  on  which  the  revision  of  the  Kilmally 

Relief  Lists  was  carried  out,  Wynne  374-376 Number  of  persons  struck  off  theworks 

by  Captain  Wynne  between  19  and  31  December  1846,  John  Fitzgerald  6419-6421. 

Ki/moon  and  Killeely  Relief  Committee.  Date  of  the  relief  committee  being  first  formed 
in  Kilmoon  and  Killeely;  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  m.p.,  was  elected  chairman,  Rev.  Mr. 

• Conolly,  treasurer ; witness  was  a member,  Fallon  10294-10298. 

Ki/moon  and  Killeely  Relief  Lists.  List  of  persons  certified  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee as  persons  proper  to  be  struck  off  the  works,  Gordon  6349. 

Kilmurry  Parish.  See  Casey , Mr. 

Ki/murry  Relief  Committee.  Letter,  dated  27  February  1847.  addressed  by  witness  (inspect- 
ing officer)  to  the  committee  at  Kilmuiry  (Ibrickane),  holding  them  responsible  for  many 

of  the  deaths,  and  for  the  destitution  prevailing  io  that  parish,  Fishboume  5301,  5302 

Private  letter  sent  in  reply,  calling  upon  witness  to  explain  or  rescind  this  statement;  his 
refusal  to  do  so ; explanation  given  by  the  committee  111  the  shape  of  a reformation  ot  the 

abuses  complained  of,  ib.  5303-530 9 Evidence  iu  support  of  another  paragraph  111 

0.105.  6 A the 
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Kilmurry  Relief  Committee— «oo  torpidity  of  the  res  dents  in  regard  to  raising  subscrip- 

the  same  letter,  co ' p | k.  gmeasnres  for  meeting  the  distress,  Fishbourne  5310-5318. 
C325-5334—— Report  of  if  meeting  of  thecommittee, extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal” 
of  4-January  1847,  App.p.  829. 

District  Period  of  the  commencement  of  the  distress  in  this  district; 

Ktlmuny  ReUefL “««■ « on  starvalio„.  Sir  B.  Macnamara  7554-7556 

Mod ''of  the Rd  .ns  comingSinto  operation,  ib  7567-7659— »reat  difficulty 
Ktperienced  in  making  inquiry  i„‘°  cases,  ii.  7560  7564— Proportion  of  the  land  ,n 
the  district  of  Kilmurry  in  and  out  of  cultivation,  Morris  8667  8676. 

Kilmurry  Relief  Lists.  Statement ^ l^^tiSur^Sg  reSiveTt 

t1nanfsotempToye°rsPof  members  on  the  committee;  veriScation  of  this  statement,  fM- 

bourne  5270-5273.  5293-5295.  5299,  5300.  5354-5357* 

KUnaboy  Parish.  Its  population  and  number  of  families;  proportion  that  should  have 
been,  and  proportion  actually  employed,  Cullman  10070. 

Kilnanma  Parish.  Its  population  -d  number  of  families;  proportion  that  should  have 
been, and  proportion  actually  employed,  Cullmam  10070. 

JLilrmh  Relief  Committee.  Report  of  a meeting  of  the  committee  held  .4  January  1847, 
extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,  App.p.  830. 

Kinaue,  Martin.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3076.  6239-6251. 
$ing,  John.  See  Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles. 

Kinnane,  Thomas,  Michael,  and  Pat.  Particulars  as  to  their  cases,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon 

g inane.  Pal,  apd  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  their  oases,  Rev,  C.  Fitzgerald  11059, 
11060. 

. ,,  p M Msintinir  to  Mr  Knox  of  the  “ Clave  Journal whether  employed 

Wynne  7489-7493  Situation  held  under 

the  Board  by  Mr.  Knox,  Wynne  7494,  7495r 
See  also  « Clare  Journal  ” The. 


fabouehere,  Right  Hon.  Henry.  Communication  witness  has  had  with 

on  the  subject  of  his  letters  subsequent  to  their  publication  in  the  Blue  , y 


Laboucheris,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Letter  5 October  1846.  U tier  of  Mr.  Labouohe re  Imed 
K October  1846,  inserted  m the  schedule  to  the  Act  10  Viet.  c.  10,  m.  p.  73 
Copies  of  the  presentments  made  under  that  letter  at  the  presentment  sessions  held 
Corofin  on  30  November  1846,  and  at  tocislimon,  on  4 December ^846,  ^ ™ 
of  proceedings  of  the  respective  sessions  thereunto  relating,  ib.  p.  731  /34  M 

insuructions  issued  by  tte  Board  of  Works,  dated  10  October  1846,  re  Uuve 

Labouchere’s  letter,  Higgins  14093 Extract  from  the  ■ Dublin  Evem  g 

22  October  1846,  explaining  the  scope  of  the  letter,  Jno.p.  735.  , 

Controversy  at  the  presentment  sessions  between  the  officers  of  the i Boar  or  0^ 

pud  the  relief  committees  as  to  the  construction  to  be  pul  upon  the  letter,  ™ » , 

respectively,  Rep.  p.  iv Warmth  with  winch  Major  Macnamara,  Mr.  C.  O Brien  an, 

other  members  of  the  sessions  argued  in  favour  ot  their  views  in  opposition  to I apta^ 

Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  ib. These  discussions  took  place  in  open  court . 0 

presence  of  large  numbers  of  people;  disapproval  they  manlfesfed  0 y; r_ 

put  upon  llie  letter  by  the  officers  of  the  Board,  lb-— -The  <jon?t.1"^'0"  tions 
Labouchere’s  letter,  and  the  manner  of  proceeding  under  it,  were  legitimat  9 ; 

for  the  consideration  of  presentment  sessions,  t b, It  was  the  duty  oi  the  E tli® 

officer  to  refuse  bis  sanction  if  the  sessions  adopted  a wrong  ’ £«, 

Wynne  fulfilled  this  duty  on  some  occasions;  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  tne  prop  , 
of  that  course,  ib.  , - ,i.e 

Grounds  on  which  witness  declined  to  sanction  the  presentment  for  8 

people  on  tl.eir  farms  and  gardens,  or  to  submit  it  to  the  Board  of  ’ Wort*  Wy  96  ^ 

Considerable  discussion  regarding  objections  made  to  the  presentmen 

Mr.  Labouchere's  letter;  nature  of  those  objections;  different  constr “‘:t‘ons  P“  J and 
sessions  and  by  witness  upon  the  words  /'works  of  a reproductive  chars ic 
permanent  utility;”  popularity  of  the  sessions’  construction;  the  Govemmen  . 
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Labouchere’s,  Right  Hon.  Henry,  Letter,  5 October  1846 — continued. 

witness’s  view,TFyw«e983-ioio Evil  that  would  result  from  applying  the  presentments 

to  tillage,  Gamble  2624-2626 The  view  taken  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s 

letter  was  not  taken  by  any  other  presentment  sessions,  ib.  2680-2684 Present 

feeling  in  the  County  Clare  on  this  subject,  Whitty  4350-4354 How  far  benefit 

would  or  would  not  have  resulted  from  a presentment  for  tillage,  ib.  4355-4366 

Presentments  in  favour  of  tillage  were  not  passed  at  any  other  sessions  in  the  county 
besides  Ennistimon,  Hill  7763-7765 Opinion  that  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  was  con- 

clusive with  regard  to  the  question  of  tillage;  different  opinion  taken  up  by  Mr. 
O’Brien,  ib.  7903^7905. 

Whether  the  feeling  that  existed  on  the  subject  might  not  have  been  considerably 
allayed  if  the  officers  had  proposed  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Board  in  Dublin;  arrange- 
ment actually  made  for  so  doing  to  a certain  degree;  adjournment  of  the  sessious  in 

consequence;  no  answer  was  received,  Hill  7906-7922 Opinion  expressed  by  the 

officers  of  the  Board,  that  no  presentment  could  be  made  without  an  undertaking  from 
the  proprietor  under  the  fourth  clause  of  the  letter ; controversy  that  arose  at  the  Ennis- 
timon  meeting  thereon;  unanimity  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  meeting  against  that  opinion, 
ib.  7923-7930 — —Belief  that  the  Government  officers  were  correct  in  the  view  they 
took  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter;  anxiety  evinced  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  carry  bis  view* 

Mom's  8363-8369.  8393-8397 Witness  supported  the  views  of  the  officers  in  the 

construction  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  as  being  preferable  to  no  works  at  all;  was 

otherwise  in  favour  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9059-9065 Difference 

between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  officers  respecting  the  tillage;  questionable  prudence  of 

the  course  taken  by  Mr.  O’Brien  against  the  officers,  J.  O'Brien,  M.  P.9334-9337 

View  that  witness  took  of  the  question  of  presentments  for  tillage,  ib.  9441-0443 

Feeling  among  the  people  that  the  presentment  ought  to  be  made  for  useful  and  pro- 
fitable works;  works  comprehended  in  that  term;  objection  of  the  Government  officers 
to  tillage  grounded  on  its  being  contiary  to  law;  witness’s  decided  opinion  in  its 
favour,  Fallon  10664-10667 Recommendation  witness  (local  engineer)  gave  the  ses- 

sions to  proceed  upon  the  principle  of  the  letter  in  the  employment  of  labourers  in  per- 
manent productive  works  rather  than  upon  roads.  Gamble  14514-14519. 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  Inchiquin  Extraor- 
dinary Presentment  Sessions. 

Labour.  See  Rent. 

Labour  Lists.  See  Relief  (or  Labour)  Lists. 

Land.  The  mere  possession  of  land  no  guide  in  testing  destitution.  Rep.  p.  vi Acreage 

in  certain  districts  is  no  test  of  destitution,  Gordon  3543 How  far  the  possession  bf 

land  is  to  be  taken  as  a test  of  destitution ; a person  with  50  or  60  acres  of  land  and 
seven  cows  might  be  in  a state  of  destitution,  Fallon  10734-10750 The  fact  of  pos- 

sessing 10  or  15  acres  of  land  no  proof  of  comfortable  circumstances.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald 
11207-11212. 

Opinion  expressed  by  witness  to  the  Liscannor  committee,  that  if  people  were  unable 
to  hold  their  land  they  should  give  it  up  and  turn  labourers,  Fishbourne  5389-5391 

Passage  in  letter  of  witness,  dated  25  October  1846,  laying  it  down  as  a principle 

that  no  man  in  the  position  of  a farmer  should  be  employed  ; whether  witness  received 
authority  from  Government  to  enforce  the  surrender  of  land  as  the  condition  of  relief, 
Gordon  6408.  7349-7375 Effect  upon  the  land  of  the  relief  committees  acting  other- 

wise ; belief  that  the  land  would  not  have  remained  untilled  as  it  has,  ib.  6409-6412 

Explanation  of  the  views  on  which  witness  has  proceeded  as  to  persons  having  a 

cow  or  a sheep,  or  more  than  two  or  three  acres  of  land,  not  being  objects  for  employ- 
ment, ib.  641 7,  6438 Inexpediency  of  compelling  persons  holding  land  to  resign  it  to 

their  landlords;  advances  made  by  landlords  rather  than  seethe  land  thrown  out  of 
cultivation,  Morris  8654-8662- — Difficulty  experienced  in  ascertaining  from  applicants 
the  quantity  of  land  held  by  them,  Higgins  13710. 

See  also  Comfortable  Circumstances.  Con  Acre.  Fishbourne,  Captain.  Landholding. 
Landoicners.  Stock. 

Landers,  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  his  son,  a boy,  being  on  the  Clondegad  lists  rated  as 
a man,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11341. 

Landholding.  The  people  regard  landholding  as  the  only  certain  and  secure  means  of 
subsistence ; they  hold  more  than  they  can  or  do  cultivate,  Gordon  7364. 

See  also  Land. 

Landowners.  Indifference  manifested  by  the  landowners  as  to  attending  the  committees, 
and  in  going  through  the  necessary  business  when  attending,  and  generally  in  co-operat- 
ing with  Government,  Gamble  2218  et  seq.  2284-2286.  2383-2390  Course  which 

0.105.  6 a 2 witness 
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witness  conceives  ougui  tu  nave  - - -»■ 

demnation  of  the  line  of  conduct  taken  by  them,  Gamble  2398  et  seq.— Want  of  any 
general  effort  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to  meet  the  destitution,  Fishbourne  54^4- 
Names  of  proprietors  employing  labourers  on  private  works,  Fishbourne  5458-5463 

Witness  himself  <rave  a good  deal  of  employment;  is  not  personally  cognizant  of 

any  other  landlord  doing  the  like,  J.  O’  Brien,  m.  p.  9466-9469 No  landlords  or  large 

farmers  employed  labourers  except  Mr.  O’Brien,  Rev.  Tun  Shannon.  12714,  12715. 

Many  of  the  ^entlenun  in  the  neighbourhood  dismissed  the  labourers  usually  em- 

nloved  by  them,  W kitty  4459 The  farmers  of  the  district  dismissed  their  labourers, 

and  got  them  placed  upon  the  public  works ; the  farmers  themselves  were  at  work  on 

the  public  roads,  ib.  4560,  4561 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  landowners 

tuniino-  off  their  labourers  in  order  to  get  them  put.  on  the  works;  small  tanners  did  so 

completely,  Fishbourne  5465.  5466 Effect  of  this  system  m leaving  the  land  without 

tillage  or  cultivation,  ib.  5469 Rule  obtaining  m West  Clare  for  the  landlords  to  • 

plaJe  their  tenants  011  the  lists  ; small  proportion  of  the  exceptions,  Wynne  7536-7538 

1 Reasons  influencing  witness  in  pointing  more  especially  to  the  Members  for  Clare, 

ij  7c4o Disbelief  of  the  statement  that  persons  usually  employing  laboureis  put 

them  on  the  public  works.  Hill  7870-7876 Witness  is  unacquainted  with  a single 

instance  of  a landed  proprietor  attempting  to  put  on  his  own  comfortable  tenants,  Cul- 

linam  9996,  9997-  „ r , 

See  also  Absenteeism.  Co-operation  of  Relief  Committees.  Cottier  Tenants.  Land. 
Potato  Land.  Rates  and  Taxes.  Rent.  Repayment  of  Loans.  Subscriptions. 
Tenants. 

Lee,  Patrick.  Particulars  as  to  this  individual,  Petty  5752  et  seq. 

Lextan,  Timothy.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  man,  Wynne  2022  et  seq. 

Leyden  (or  Laden),  John  and  James.  Evidence  with  respect’  to  these  men,  Gordon  3710. 

6329-6345;  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12070  et  seq.;  Whitty  12822. 

Leyne,  Mr.  Assistance  given  by  Mr.  Leyne,  a Corofin  magistrate,  to  the  Board’s  officers, 
Gamble  2390.  4 

Liddy , Daniel.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Gordon  3754. 


Liscannor  Relief  Committee  : 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Committee;  Days  of  3£eeting ; Amount  of  Business 

transacted. 

2.  Particulars  explanatory  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee. 

3.  Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne  and  other  Government  Officers  at  the 

Meetings. 

4.  Papers,  Resolutions,  fyc.  produced. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Committee;  Days  of  Meeting;  Amount  of  Business  trans- 
acted: 


Mr.  O’Brien  was  the  only  landlord  that  was  resident  and  attended  the  Liscannor 
committee,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  1 1702-11705 Archdeacon  Whitty,  the  only  Pro- 
testant clergyman  in  the  district,  very  seldom  attended,  ib.  11706,  11707 No  pro- 

vision was  made  on  the  Relief  Act  coining  into  operation  for  the  rent  of  a committee 
room,  payment  of  secretary,  stationery,  &c. ; how  this  difficulty  was  obviated,  ib.  11790- 

11804;  Higgins  12860-12862 Regular  attendance  of  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  committee; 

efficient  manner  in  which  the  committee  performed  its  duties,  Whitty  12833,  12834—-— 
Number  of  members  on  the  committee ; names  of  the  ex  officio  members;  size  of  the 

district,  Higgins  12863-12876.  13690-13692 Days  of  meeting  of  the  committee ; 

reason  of  Sunday  being  selected;  the  members  of  the  committee  were  chiefly  Roinan- 
catholics;  the  population  entirely  so,  ib.  13087-13091 No  list  was  kept  ol  those  mem- 

bers attending  ; average  attendance;  difficulty  sometimes  occasioned  fiom  the  absence 
of  a member;  false  information  given  by  the  applicants  themselves,  ib.  13092-13103— — 
Average  number  of  hours  a wet.k  during  which  the  committee  sat,  ib.  13683*- ; — Other 
business  and  duties  drawing  upon  the  time  and  attention  of  members;  public  duties 

fulfilled  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  ib.  13684-13689 Number  of  magistrates  and  members  of 

Boards  of  Guardians  upon  the  committee,  ib.  13699-13701* Few  persons  on  the 

committee  of  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  ib.  13705-13709. 

Practice  of  the  committee  to  communicate  their  resolutions  to  the  officers  of  the 

Boaid  of  Works,  Higgins  13412 Evidence  to  show  that  the  usual  instructions  were 

not  issued  to  the  committee  until  March  1847,  ib.  13447-13459-  I39i6-i39l8-  13922~ 

13924 And  that  the  committee  never  received  instructions  from  the  inspecting  or 

other  officers  f.  om  the  lime  of  Captain  Baillie  till  that  of  Captain  Gordon;  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  committee  thereat,  ib.  13460,  13461 Number  of  letters  received  fro 01 

Captain  Wynne  ; particulars  as  to  various  leiteis  conveying  directions,  &c.  not  received. 


ib.  13462-13495. 


•2.  Particulars 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Liscannor  Relief  Committee — continued. 

2.  Particulars  explanatory  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee: 

Meeting  of  the  committee  held  on  21  September  1846;  presence  of  the  members  for 

Glare  thereat ; popular  excitement  prevailing,  Gamble  2252-2262 Meeting  held  on 

5 November;  Mr.  O’Brien  was  present,  ib.  2263-2265 Letter,  dated  23  October 

1840,  addressed  to  witness  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  calling  on  him  to  commence  the  works: 
complaint  therein  of  delay;  causes  thereof;  how  far  to  be  traced  to  the  committee 
llieuistlves,  ib  2266-2275 — -Refennce  to  Q.  =068  ; Mplanulii.il  with  reference 
to  the  answer  thereto ; resolutions  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  t and  4 No- 
vember 1846,  forwarded  to  witness;  correspondence  he  had  with  Mr.  O’Brien  there- 
upon; the  same  produced  and  read,  ib.  6603-6616 Portion  of  the  resolution  of 

9 December  to  winch  witness  called  Captain  Wynne’s  attention,  ib.  6641,  6642 

Grounds  for  the  complaint  in  this  resolution  as  to  the  unnecessary  expenditure  at  the 
Sandfield  Hills;  exoneration  of  the  engineer,  ib.  6649-6655. 

Letters  addressed  by  witness  to  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  in  October  and  No- 
vember 1846;  effect  of  the  latter  to  revoke  the  instructions  of  the  first  letter;  period 
within  which  the  committee  complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  letter  of  31  October, 
Wynne  7367-7403 — 7 Letter  addressed  to  witness  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien,  dated  25  Novem- 
ber, enclosing  resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  same  date,  ib.  7404-7409 Reasous 

for  doubting  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  contained  in  the  resolution  as  to  the  lists, 

ib.  7410-7430 Application  made  to  the  committee  on  17  December  for  lists  of 

people  then  on  the  works,  with  a supplementary  list  stating  the  names  of  further  appli- 
cants for  relief;  period  within  which  the  lists  were  sent;  passagts  in  witness’s  letter  of 

23  November  bearing  on  the  subject  quoted,  ib.  7442-7451 Letter  received  from 

the  secretary  of  the  committee,  dated  5 January  1847,  enclosing  lists,  ib.  7452,  7453 

Fuither  letter,  dated  10  January  1847,  enclosing  resolution  of  the  committee  of 

the  same  date,  with  schedule  specifying  errors  alluded  to  by  witness,  ib.  7454-7456 

Answer,  dated  11  January,  addressed  by  witness’s  secretary  to  the  committee  iu  reply  to 
their  letter  and  resolution  of  the  10th;  subsequei.t  explanation  made  by  witness  to  Mr. 

O’Brien,  ib.  7457-7461. 7470,  747 1 Resolutions  of  the  committee,  dated  14  January 

1847,  foi  warded  to  witness  enclosed  in  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  committee  of  the 

same  date,  ib.  7462,  7463 Answer  thereto  addressed  by  witness’s  secretary  to  the 

committee;  terms  and  style  of  that  answer;  possibility  of  its  giving  offence  to  the  com- 
mittee, ib.  7464-7475 Conclusion  at  which  witness  arrives,  that  the  relief  committee 

did  not  intend  tu  co-operate  with  and  give  him  assistance;  grounds  on  which  tli.s  con- 
clusion is  founded,  ib.  7476-7482 Variations  in  the  forms  of  lists  sent  to  the  com- 

mittee by  the  Board  of  \\  orks  ; surprise  expressed  that  the  addition  of  the  column  for 

stock  should  create  confusion,  ib.  14416,  14417 Remarks  thereon,  Rep  p.  vt 

Explanation  as  to  the  terms  in  which  witness  wrote  to  the  committee  in  answer  to  a 
letter  from  their  secretary  accompanying  the  lists  of  31  December,  Wynne  14461- 
14480. 

Evidence  to  show  that  representations  were  made  by  witness  to  the  committee,  of 
destitute  people  being  off  the  lists;  liikels  issued  by  the  committee,  stating  that  the 
holders  thereof  were  in  a stale  of  destitution  ; whether  the  people  themselves  made 
proper  representations  to  the  committee  of  their  condition,  Gordon  3319-3362 Re- 

presentations witness  made  to  tiie  comnriitces  of  G'orcomroe  and  Burren,  similar  to  those 

he  made  to  the  Liscannor  committee,  ib.  3411-3413 Principal  causes  of  complaint 

wituess  has  against  the  Liscannor  committee ; means  by  which  he  arrives  at  the  con- 
clusion that  they  put  on  the  more  comfortable,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute,  ib. 

14276-14283. 14286-14290 Want  of  proper  investigation  iuto  the  casts  of  applicants ; 

insufficient  lime  applied  by  the  committee  to  its  duties  ; particulars  as  to  the  occasions 
on  which  witness  met  the  committee;  comparison  with  the  Kiililagh  committee,  as  to 
manner  of  performing  duties,  ib.  14284,  14285.  14291-14302.  14308-14334. 

Large  number  of  applicants  for  labour  early  in  November;  opinion  funned  by  the 
committee,  that  there  wiiS  not  sufficient  work  ; resolutions  passed  and  forwarded  to 

Mr.  Gamble,  Riggins  13052-13067 Onerous  duty  that  devolved  on  the  committee 

in  making  selections ; exertions  made  to  keep  within  the  number  allowed  by  the  engineer, 

ib.  13068-13076 Dispute  at  the  meeting  of  the  committee,  on  17  De  cember,  between 

Mr.  John  Macnamara  ami  Mr.  Gamble  ; intention  to  resign  expressed  by  Mr.  Macmimara 

if  a larger  number  of  min  were  not  set  to  work,  ib.  1 3 1 0o— 1 3 1 92 • 13196 Passage  in 

letter  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne,  predicting  starvation  as  the  inevil  able  c onsequence 
if  additional  employment  were  not  afforded;  how  far  this  was  borne  out  by  facts;  actual 
deaths  by  starvation,  ib.  13308-13358.  13791,  13792 Almost  insupportable  pres- 

sure upon  the  committee,  and  upon  its  members  when  out  of  committee;  usual  length 
of  sittings  of  committee,  ib.  13359-13367. 

Resolution  sent  to  the  stewards,  calling  upon  them  to  attend  the.  committee  and  pro- 
duce their  lists  and  books;  this  was  not  communicated  to  Captain  Wynne  or  any 

superior  officer,  Riggins  13413—13416 Directions  issued  by  the  relief  commissioners 

to  the  committees  not  to  interfere  with  the  execution  of  the  woiks,  or  with  the  officers 

0.105.  6 a 3 or 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Liscannor  Relief  Committee— continued. 

2.  Particulars  explanatory  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee— continued. 

or  stewards : period  at  which  they  were  received  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  Higgins 

.q_ Practice  obtaining  with  the  committee  to  rely  upon  the  recommendation 

of  each  committee-man  without  making  inquiry  into  the  cases;  impossibility  of  making 
the  searching  inquiry  which,  under  other  circumstances,  might  have  been  desirable,  ib. 

i„67fi_io682-- The  Liscannor  committee,  in  several  instances,  sent  persons  on  whom 

thev  could  rely  to  make  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  people  who  applied  for  relief;  the 
condition  of  the  people  was  generally  known  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  ib. 

12600-12608 Evidence  generally  as  to  the  resolution  of  25  November  i846,sentto 

Captain  Wynne,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien  of  the  same  date,i6. 14134- 

4 Opinion  that  the  Liscannor  committee  did  not  co-operate  with  the  officers  of  the 

Board  in  carrying  out  the  Relief  Act,  Fishboume  5319"6324 ; Gamble  6664 Com- 

nlaint  made  bv  the  people  that  it  was  useless  applying  to  the  committee  to  be  placed 
upon  the  public  works,  unless  they  had  horses  to  lend  to  the  committee-men,  or  could 
make  some  return  ; inquiry  instituted,  Fishboume  5377-5388— Irregularities  were 
practised  less  at  Liscannor  and  Ennislimon  than  at  any  other  of  the  committees,  Morns 

8484-8486 Exceedingly  difficult  and  onerous  duties  imposed  on  the  committee; 

evidence  as  to  whether  it  was  practicable  to  investigate  the  case  of  each  applicant  for 
relief;  mistakes  occasionally  arising  from  the  absence  of  members,  Reo.  hm.  Shannon 
11681-11701. 

3.  Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne  and  other  Government  Officers  at  the  Meetings: 

Captain  Wynne  was  unable  ever  to  attend  the  committee,  Rep.  p.  vi Frequent 

applications  made  by  witness  to  this  committee  for  the  relief  lists  ; his  reasons  for  not 

attending  the  committee  in  person,  Wynne  388-402 Note,  dated  November  1846, 

addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  requesting  notice  of 
the  meeting  of  the  committee,  in  order  that  he  might  be  present  if  required  ; whether 
the  committee  ever  made  application  to  him  to  attend,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12249  *--52* 

1 '’271— 12278 Attendance  of  Captain  Wynne  at  the  committee  on  17  December; 

this  was  a special  meeting  for  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Westropp’s  charges;  the  lists 

were  not  examined  by  Captain  Wynne,  Higgins  13166-13204- Denial  of  neyei 

having  attended  the  Liscannor  committee ; occasion  on  which  witness  diet  attend ; in- 
formation he  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  leading  him  to  believe  that  his  attendance 
would  be  unnecessary,  Wynne  14401-14412. 

Invitation  witness  (engineer-in-chief)  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  visit  the  Liscannor 

district.  Gamble  2332-2342 Whether  necessary  that  he  should  have  attended  to 

assist  the  committee  in  the  right  performance  of  their  duties,  ib.  2343-  Uate  01 
witness  (inspecting  officer)  visiting  the  committee;  his  reasons  for  not  sending  notice  ot 
his  intention  to  the  committee ; whether  Captain  Gordon  gave  any,  Fishboume  53D1~ 

gg68 Business  transacted  on  the  day  witness  visited  the  committee;  time  at  wnten 

he  arrived,  ib.  5369~537R- 

4.  Papers,  Resolutions,  Spc.  produced : 

Letter,  dated  23  October  1846,  addressed  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  Ev-P- 120 

• Resolution  of  the  committee,  dated  1 November  1846,  urging  Mr.  Gamble,  t le 

district  engineer,  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the  commencement  of  works,  ib.p.  374 
Further  resolution  of  the  committee,  dated  4 November  1846,00  the  same  subject,  ib.p.  375 

Resolutions  of  the  committee,  dated  9 December  1846,  calling  upon  Mr.  GamDie 

to  investigate  the  complaint  preferred  by  Pat  M'Mahon,  steward  on  the  Sandneld  1 s, 
against  the  committee,  and  relative  to  the  measurement  of  the  work  and  the  wan  0 

implements,  ib. Letter  of  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  11  December  1846,  in  reply,  » • 

Resolution  of  the  committee,  dated  20  December  1846,  calling  Mr.  Gamble  satten  10 
to  their  resolution  of  the  9th,  ib.  p.  376 Letter  of  Mr.  Gamble,  ^jed  22  6 

1846,  in  reply,  ib.  p.  377 Evidence  in  relation  to  the  same,  Gamble  6621— ub2o 

Resolutions  of  the  committee,  dated  10  January  1847,  calling  Mr.  Gamble  s attention 
to  the  large  number  of  destitute  persons  requiring  employment,  Ev.  p.  378— Eviden 

in  relation  to  the  same.  Gamble  6636-6640 Minute-book  of  the  committee  ac  1 ^ 

under  the  Relief  Act  for  the  parishes  of  Kilmacrihy  and  Kilispuglinane,  barony  ot  L>°  “ 

comroe,  Ev.  p.  704 List  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  ib. — — -Coirespondenc 

between  Captain  Gordon  and  the  chairman  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  Apri 

1847,  App-  p.  785. 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  TI.  Higgins,  Mr.  Mem  ers 
for  Clare.  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius.  Stachpoole,  Dean, 

Liscannor  Relief  District.  Passage  in  letter  from  witness  to  Mr.  Walker,  dated  8 January 
1847,  with  regard  to  the  number  of  families  and  labourers  in  tiie  Liscannor 
district ; accuracy  of  that  statement,  Gamble  2294,  2295.  2510-2514  ■ropm^* 
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Liscannor  Relief  District — continued. 

and  destitute  state  of  the  Liscannor  district ; means  of  obtaining  a subsistence,  Fallon 

10668-10677.  10682,  10683 Intimation  given  by  Mr.  Gamble  shortly  before  19 

October  of  his  intention  to  open  certain  works  in  the  Liscannor  district;  attendance  of 
Lieutenant  Baillie,  the  inspecting  officer,  on  19  October,  at  the  committee,  to  assist 
in  the  selection  of  the  people  to  be  put  on  ; reason  of  the  works  being  delayed,  Rev.  Tim. 

Shannon  11662-1 1678 General  opinion  prevalent  that  twenty-five  per  cent,  should  be 

employed,  ib.  11679,  11680 The  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  was  such  that 

those  slightly  above  destitution  one  week  might  fall  into  extreme  destitution  the  next,  ib. 

11708-1 1710 Number  of  parishes  comprised  within  the  Liscannor  relief  district,  ib. 

11834-11838 The  public  works  have  been  the  only  mode  of  relief  in  the  district,  ib. 

12051- Census  of  the  district  prepared  by  witness  in  February  last,  in  compliance  with 

Captain  Gordon’s  directions;  purpose  for  which  drawn  up:  its  correctness;  approval 
thereof  by  Captain  Gordon,  Riggins  12983-12991.  13910-13915.  13919-13921 Ex- 

tract of  letter  of  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  8 January  1847,  referring  to  the  number  of  labourers 
employed  in  the  district,  the  want  of  implements  at  the  Sea-wall,  and  the  employment 
of  a man  named  Daly,  App.  p.  768, 

Liscannor  Relief  Lists: 

I.  Proceedings  and  Evidence  of  different  Inspecting  Officers  in  reference  to  the 
Lists  : 

1.  Captain  Wynne. 

2.  Captain  Gordon. 

3.  Captain  Baillie. 

II.  General  Evidence  as  to  the  Lists ; System  pursued  in  making  them  out ; 

Answer  to  various  Complaints. 

III.  Reduction  of  Tioenty  per  Cent,  effected  under  the  Order  of  the  Board  of 
Works  of  11  March  1847. 

I.  Proceedings  and  Evidence  of  different  Inspecting  Officers  in  reference  to  the  Lists  : 

1.  Captain  Wynne : 

Number  of  men  struck  off  by  witness  from  this  list,  Wynne  1346-1364.  1381,  1382 

Difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  the  lists  flora  the  Liscannor  committee;  dates  of 

applications  for  them,  and  of  (heir  being  received;  in  what  respects  defective,  ib.  1720- 

1740.  1899-1909 Supplemental  list  furnished;  number  of  names  struck  off;  witness’s 

reasons  for  not  attending  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  their  being  putin, 

ib.  1741-1752-  1884-1887 Remarks  made  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  by 

Mr.  John  Macnamara  relative  to  these  names  being  struck  off ; extract  from  letter  as  to 

the  charge  then  brought  by  that  gentleman  against  witness,  ib.  1753-1770 Number 

of  different  forms  of  lists  furnished  to  the  Liscannor  relief  committee;  possibility  of  the 
committee  being  perplexed  in  making  their  return ; manuscript  return  made  by  that  com- 
mittee, ib.  1792-1818.  1841-1865 Data  on  which  witness  proceeded  in  striking  off 

the  names  in  the  lists ; how  far  witness  is  borne  out  in  his  statement  as  to  a “larger  num- 
ber of  persons  having  been  recommended  and  employed,  who  should  never  have  been 

employed  had  he  been  aware  of  it,”  ib.  1819-1840 Personal  visits  and  inquiry  made 

by  witness’s  successor.  Captain  Gordon,  at  Liscannor;  witness  is  not  aware  that  lie  put 

back  into  the  lists  any  whom  witness  had  struck  off  ib.  1932-1938 Nor  is  he  aware 

who  called  Captain  Gordon’s  attention  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  ^.1939-1943 Am> 

swertolhe  opinion  expressed  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  that  witness  made  an  injudi- 
cious selection  from  the  lists  of  5 January,  ib.  14502-14505. 

Explanation  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  labour  lists  being  made  out ; bow 
far  the  secretary  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Higgins),  not  possessing  local  knowledge,  threw 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  Captain  Wynne,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  1 1751-11779 Explana- 
tion with  respect  to  the  supplementary  list  of  5 January  1847,  ib.  22012-12033 Ex- 

amination respecting  the  selection  made  by  Captain  Wynne  from  the  supplementary  list 
of  5 January ; dissatisfaction  created  ; injudiciousness  of  that  selection,  id.  12304-12318. 
12741-12743. 

Selection  made  by  Captain  Wynne  out  of  a list  furnished  to  him  by  the  committee  ; 
injudiciousness  of  that  selection;  refusal  of  the  committee  to  accede  to  it  ; resolution 
passed,  dated  10  January,  and  communicated  to  Captain  Wynne,  Higgins  13243-13251. 
13270-13307 — — Instructions  issued  to  the  committee  not  to  return  a second  person  in  a 
family  of  five  : modification  thereof  by  Captain  Wynne;  his  admission  that  according  to 

the  census  of  1841  one  in  four-andra  half  could  be  employed,  ib.  13337_13343 Lists 

dated  31  December  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  containing  about  1,120  names ; other  lists 
whence  those  names  were  obtained  ; no  inspecting  officerattending  the  committee  to  put 
on  new  names  the  committee  had  to  perform  this  duty  by  themselves,  ib.  13628-13633. 
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Liscannor  Relief  Lists  -continued. 

I.  Proceedings  and  Evidence  of  different  Inspecting  Officers,  Sjc. — continued. 

1.  Captain  Wynne — continued. 

1^71 1-1372S Passages  in  letters  from  Captain  Wynne  requesting  lists  to  be.  sent  to 

hint  lead  ; reason  of  no  lists  having  been  sent  between  31  October  and  31  December, 

Hiqqins  /3634-13638 Supplementary  list  prepared  by  the  committee,  dated 

5 January,  and  sent  to  Captain  Wynne,  accompanied  with  a letter,  ib.  1 3770-13773 

List  received  on  10  January  from  Mr.  Galway,  the  local  engineer;  purport  thereof; 
proportion  of  the  names  therein  sanctioned  by  Captain  Wynne  for  employment ; evidence 

bearing  out  the  assertion  that  the  most  destitute  were  passed  over,  ib.  > 3774-1*38 13 

Number  selected  for  employment  by  Captain  Wynne  from  the  list  of  5 January;  similar 

omission  of  the  most  destitute,  ib.  13814-13818 Dissatisfaction  and  great  distress 

caused  by  the  mode  in  which  Captain  Wynne  exercised  Ins  judgment  in  the  selection; 

rule  that  he  adopted,  ib.  1 3819-13823 Letter,  dated  10  January,  addressed  to  him  {vide 

q.  7455),  enclosing  r< solution  of  the  committee  expressive  of  their  feeling;  answer 

returned  thereto,  dated  11  January  1847,  ib.  j 3824-1 3828 Opinion  of  the  committee 

as  to  the  plan  safest  to  be  pursued,  ib.  13829,  13830. 

2.  Captain  Gurdon : 

List  of  the  names  and  circumstances  of  persons  whose  admission  on  the  relief  lists 

Captain  Guidon  objects  to  as  being  unfit,  Ev.  p.  186  et  sen. Principle  on  which  the 

list  has  been  compiled,  Gordon  3445-3451-3459-3467 Proportion  of  the  whole  num- 
ber that  are  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara,  ib.  3452-3458 Examina- 

tion respecting  the  names  contained  in  the  list,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11927-11936- — 

Amended  lists  relating  to  the  Liscannor  district,  Ev.  p.  209 Evidence  in  elucida'ion, 

Gordon  3760-3764.  6204-6217 Memorandum  in  reference  thereto,  Higgins  13863- 

\r\8qo Evidence  as  to  whether  the  names  of  any  of  the  persons  in  those  lists  were 

returned  in  either  of  the  lists  of  31  December  or  5 January ; particular  names 

alluded  to,  ib.  13973-13992 Lists  containing  the  names  of  persons  struck  off  the 

works  in  the  Liscannor  district  by  Captain  Gordon,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  13496-13502- 

Total  number  of  persons  placed  on  the  works  in  the  Liscannor  district  by  the  relief 

committee  ; comparison  with  the  population,  Gordon  3503 Call  made  by  witness  upon 

the  Liscannor  committee  to  turn  off  the  rich  people  and  put  on  the  poor;  letter  he  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  John  Macnamsua,  the  chairman,  dated  27  February;  refusal  of  the  com- 
mittee to  comply,  ib.  3519-3523.  6217 Names  struck  out  of  the  Liscannor  lists  by 

witness;  remonstrances  of  the  committee;  grounds  on  which  witness  proceeded,  ib. 

3588-3597 Revision  of  the  Liscannor  labour  lists  by  witness  after  Captain  Wynne’s 

levisal  thereof;  confusion  that  arose,  16.3598-3607 Complaint  made  that  the  engi- 

neers sent  away  to  distant  places  on  task-work  those  persons  who  remained  on  the  list; 

inquiry  made  thereinto,  and  result,  26.3608—3616. 3622 Period  at  which  the  committee 

struck  off'  certain  names,  ib.  3625,  3626. 3635. 

Registry  made  out  by  the  committee;  its  date,  Gordon  3627-3635 Letter,  dated 

6 April  1847,  written  by  witness  (vide  App.  p.  781)  ; allusion  therein  to  the  cases  of  John 
M‘Mahon  (Silver),  and 'Peter  Harvey,  ?6.  3662-3684— — Examination  with  respect  to 
the  registry -book  of  the  Liscannor  committee  not  having  the  usual  endorsement  on  the 
back  of  it ; whether  this  omission  might  have  led  the  committee  into  error,  ib.  62-18-6230 

General  complaint  that  the  inspecting  officer,  being  unacquainted  with  the  country, 

had  no  right  to  check  the  lists  ; desire  of  the  committee  that  the  whole  of  the  supple- 
mentary list  should  be  employed,  ib.  6252-6254 Evidence  showing  that  the  in- 

specting officer  was  misled  by  members  of  the  same  family  being  returned  several  times 

on  the  same  sheet,  ib.  6329-6345- Reference  to  Q.  3597  alluding  to  the  number  oi 

persons  employed  on  the  public  works  in  Liscannor,  and  which  witness  thought  suffi- 
cient; letter  witness  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  that  committee  (Major  Macnamara) ; lists 
subsequently  brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  26.6382-6401. 

Circumstances  under  which  witness  made  some  arrangements,  including  the  revision 

of  the  lists,  without  consulting  the  committee,  Gordon  14153-14171 Statement  in 

explanation  of  evidence  given  by  other  witnesses  as  to  the  lists  sent  by  the  Liscannor 
committee  to  witness,  ib.  14172. 

Evidence  as  to  the  confusion  created  by  Captain  Gordon  in  revising  the  lists  without 
consulting  the  committee;  answer  that  he  made  to  the  committee  that  the  towulands 
must  have  been  wrong,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12319-12350.  12590-12614.  12735-12740> 

Gordon  13871-13876.  13881-13909 Number  of  persons  put  out  of  employment  by  the 

revision  ; their  condition  ; complaint  made  to  Captain  Gordon';  steps  thereupon  taken  by 
him,  ib.  12615-12644. 12662-12683. 

Complaint  subsequently  made  to  Captain  Gordon  of  the  selection  made  by 
Captain  Wynne,  Higgins  13859-13862 Remonstrance  also  made  to  Gaptam 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Liscannor  Relief  Lists— continued. 

I.  Proceedings  and  Evidence  of  (liferent  Inspecting  Officers,  §c. — continued. 

2.  Captain  Gordon — continued. 

Gordon  of  the  irregularities  of  his  officers,  Higgins  13877-138S0 Circumstances 

connected  with  Captain  Gordon  having  revised  a certain  list  without  consulting  the  com- 
mittee (Q.  12320,  12321);  explanation  sought  by  him;  how  far  given,  ib.  14121-14126. 

3.  Captain  Baillie : 

Attempts  made  by  the  Liscannor  relief  committee  to  put  people  on  the  works  pos- 
sessing land  and  cows;  objections  witness  made  10  this;  his  reasons  for  not  objecting 

in  all  eases,  Bail iie  4594-4604.  4614-4619 The  responsibility  of  putting  imprope'r 

persons  on  the  lists  rested  with  the  particular  individual  putting  them  on,  ib. "4605-46 13 

Evidence  ns  to  the  lists  first  drawn  out  and  settled  by  Captain  Baillie  in  committee ; 

alterations  subsequemly  made  therein  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  objects  bad  in  view  in  makino- 

these  alterations,  Higgins  12877-12907.  13628 How  for  the  alterations  affected  the 

tenants  of  Major  Mucnamarn,  ib.  12908-12925 Steps  taken  by  the  committee  after 

the  lists  were  finished  and  sent  to  the  engineer,  ib.  10964  et  seq. 

II.  General  Evidence  as  to  the  Lists;  System  pursued  in  making  them  out ; Answer 

to  various  Complaints  .- 

Extensive  irregularities  prevailing  in  the  placing  men  on  the  works,  Rev.  Tim.  Shan- 
non 11708-11750 Confusion  created  in  the  lists  by  the  changes  in  putting  on  tiiose 

most  destitute  in  lieu  of  the  more  comfortable;  transposition  of  names  from  one  list  to 
another;  means  by  which  these  changes  were  effected  and  communicated  to  the 
engineers  and  others;  assent  given  to  the  practice  by  Mr.  Galway,  Higgins  13104-13150. 
i3157~131.6o — —Degree  of  consideration  given  by  the  committee  to  each  case;  impos- 
sibility of  investigating  every  case,  ib.  13255-13269 The  number  specified  as  neces- 

sary by  the  engineer  was  never  exceeded  bv  the  committee;  effort  made  to  supply  those 

most  destitute  in  tiie  fir.-t  instance,  ib.  13530-13534 Tickets  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 

ordering  persons  to  be  taken  on  the  works  on  the  responsibility  of  the  committee,  read  ; 
explanation  with  respect  thereto,  ib-  13651-13667 Difficulty  experienced  in  ascer- 

taining the  precise  number  of  any  person’s  family  whose  name  was  on  the  list;  decep- 
tion practised;  with  what  object,  ib.  13G68-13674 Dates  respectively  of  the  four 

lists  sent  by  the  Liscannor  committee  to  the  inspecting  officer;  number  of  additional 
lists  sent  to  the  sub-engineer,  ib.  14127-14133. 

List  of  men  on  tlie  Shore-road,  Clahanes,  Ev.  p.  6-2-2 Evidence  in  relation  to  the 

same.  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12144  et  sef1-  • biggins  13205-13242 Captain  Baillie  was 

not  present  when  the  Clahanes  road  list  was  made  out,  Higgins  13627. 

Opening  of  the  works  on  the  Lochlone  hills;  number  of  tenants  of  Sir  VVm.  Fitz- 
gerald and  Dean  Stackpoole  placed  thereon  ; inquiries  made  by  the  committee  into  the 

circumstances  of  these  persons,  Higgins  12966-12981 Circumstances  connected 

with  the  committee  preparing  a list  of  persons  for  the  works  at  the  Sandfield  Hills  ; 

transposition  of  names  from  the  Moymore  list,  ib.  13503-13513 Enumeration  of  the 

several  works  going  on  at  that  time  in  the  district  to  which  separate  lists  applied  ; num- 
ber of  men  employed  on  each,  ib.  13514-13529 Discovery  made  that  the  Moymore 

list  contained  31  more  names  than  the  committee  originally  put  upon  it ; communication 
of  this  fact  to  Captain  Wynne;  attention  paid  thereto  by  him,  ib.  13728-13769.  14089. 

Instances  in  the  lists  signed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  members  of  the  same  family  being- 
returned  as  separate  families  in  different  parts  of  the  sheet;  frauds  thereby  perpetrated  ; 
bow  far  Mr.  O’Brien  is  responsible,  Gordon  3685-3751.  6329-6345— —Mr.  O’Brien,  by- 
signing  the  lists,  threw  the  whole  responsibility  of  not  employing  the  people  upon  the 
Board’s  officers,  ib.  3725— — Plan  pursued  in  making  out  the  lists  to  return  only  the 
number  of  acres  capable  of  producing  crops ; whether  this  was  calculated  to  mislead  ; 
objects  in  view  in  adopting  such  a plan;  absence  of  any  explanation  on  the  lists  them- 
selves; whether  any  steps  were  taken  to  inform  the  inspecting  officers  of  the  system. 
Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11937-11985.  12012-12033.  12067-12148.  12689-12697;  Higgins 

13535-13626 Re*asons  of  the  column  relating  to  stock  in  the  fists  furnished  by  the 

Government  not  having  been  filled  up,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11986—12011 Evidence 

on  this  point  continued  with  reference  to  a list  of  labourers  returned  for  the  townland  of 
Carhuduff,  put  in  by  Mr.  Gamble  (Q.  5041),  and  also  to  the  list  of  31  December,  sent 

by  the  committee  to  the  inspecting  officer,  ib.  12149-12208 Principle  on  which  the 

committee  proceeded  as  to  entering  in  the  fists  of  the  Lochlone  Hills  the  quantity 
of  land  held  by  those  having  any ; how  far  the  inspecting  officer  had  cognizance  thereof, 

Higgins  12992-13047 Similar  rule  acted  up  to  in  regard  to  the  list  of  the  Moher 

road,  ib.  13048-13051 And  as  respects  the  Clahanes  road  list,  ib.  13639-13650  — 

Extent  to  which  witness  was  misled  by  the  system  pursued  by  the  committee  of  inserting 
the  6ame  particulars  after  the  names  of  each  distinct  member  of  a family,  such  parti- 
culars really  applying  only  to  the  head  1 hereof,  Gordon  14222-14236. 

0.105.  y liy  ° y 6 B Persons, 
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Report,  1 847 — continued. 


Liscanxor  Relief  Lists— continued. 

II.  General  Evidence  as  to  the  lists,  85c—  continued. 

Persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  were  never  put  on  the  lists;  not  a single  desti- 
tute person  was  rejected  by  the  committee  while  they  could  give  him  relief,  Rev.  Tin. 

Shannon  117x7 The  inspecting  officer  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  regular  lists 

from  the  committee  ; the  committee  had  no  instruction  as  to  the  moda  ol  making  them 

out  ih.  11726,  11727 Irregularities  occurring  in  making  up  the  lists,  owing  to  the 

pressure  upon  the  committees;  nature  thereof,  Higgins  13378-13382 Persons  put 

on  the  works  by  individual  members  of  the  committee ; it  must  have  been  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  stewards  and  check-clerks;  condemnation  of  the  practice  by  a reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  ib.  13383-13389. 

III.  Reduction  of  - Twenty  per  Cent,  effected  under  the  Order  of  the  Board  of 

Worhs  of  12  March  1847  : 

Great  difficulty  experienced  by  the  committee  in  striking  off  the  20  per  cent.,  Rev. 
Tim.  Shannon  12587-12589 Intimation  given  by  Captain  Gordon  of  his  having  re- 

ceived an  order  to  reduce  the  labourers  20  per  cent. ; remonstrance  made  thereto  by 
the  committee ; answer  of  Captain  Gordon;  steps  thereupon  taken  by  the  committee, 

Hingins  13925-13944 Rule  on  which  witness  acted  in  the  revision  of  the  lists  for 

the^o  per  cent,  reduction  ; manner  in  which  he  communicated  with  the  committee; 
instructions  issued  by  the  Government,  Gordon  14173-14221. 

See  also  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius. 

Loans.  Assistance  afforded  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  his  own  and  neighbours’  tenants  iu  raising 
money  on  the  provincial  bank,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12064—12066. 

See  also  Repayment  of  Loans. 

Loan  Fund,  Ennistimon.  Advances  made  from  the  loan  fund  at  Ennistimon,  on  account 
of  payments  due  from  the  Board  of  Works  ; orders  against  granting  loans  to  apply  to  the 
payment  of  rent,  Calcott  9710-9714. 

Local  Engineers.  Names  of  the  local  engineers  in  Clare  during  the  period  Captain  Wynne 

was  inspecting  officer,  Wynne  99-101 Authority  with  whom  the  appointment  of 

these  officers  vested,  ib.  102-106. 

Local  Knowledge.  The  difficulties  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  were  increased 

by  their  want  of  local  knowledge,  Rep.  p.  vi Local  information  the  committees,  and 

especially  the  priests,  possessed,  and  which  they  might  have  brought  to  bear  on  the 
cases  of  persons  presenting  themselves  for  relief,  Fishbourne  5274-5280. 

Localities  of  Works.  Inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  occasioned  to  the  labourers  from 
their  having  been  for  several  days  occupied  in  looking  for  the  new  works  on  which  they 
were  to  be  placed  ; to  whom  the  blame  thereof  is  to  be  attributed  ; the  people  were  not 

paid  for  the  time  so  lost,  Gordon  3617-3624 The  labourers  were  frequently  obliged 

to  go  four,  five,  or  six  miles  to  their  work,  from  the  work  nearest  to  them  being  com- 
pleted, ib.  3622 Care  taken  at  the  first  extraordinary  sessions  held  at  Ennistimon, 

• under  the  9 & 10  Viet.,  to  make  presentments  for  works  in  localities  to  enable  the  people 
to  be  employed  near  their  homes,  Fallon  10362-10364 ; Reo.  Tim.  Shannon  1 1657-11661. 

Lower  Classes.  See  Peasantry,  The. 

Lynch,  Michael.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Overseer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  5899* 
5900 Duties  of  that  office,  5901 Was  employed  in  Clare  in  October  1846,  in  con- 

nexion with  the  Corofin  committee,  5902-5904— —Is  aware  of  persons  in  comfortable 

circumstances  being  upon  the  Corofin  lists,  5905 -Produces  lists;  examination  in 

reference  to  various  individuals  therein,  5906-5919 Number  of  persons  on  the  lists 

that  witness  can  speak  to  as  being  in  comfortable  circumstances;  means  he  took  to 
ascertain  the  fact  of  their  being  comfortable  ; parishes  to  which  belonging,  5920-5938 
Witness  uever  put  down  any  names  himself,  5939. 

[Second  Examination.] — Produces  list  of  persons  having  land  and  stock  who  were  re- 
turned for  employment  on  the  relief  lists  of  the  parish  of  Inagh;  sources  whence  com- 
piled, 6430-6432.  6434-6436 Denial  of  ever  having  put  persons  on  the  lists  without 

the  concurrence  of  the  committee,  6433 Similar  list  as  the  foregoing  for  the  parish 

of  Kilamona  put  in,  6437. 

Lynch,  Rev.  Mr.  Paragraphs  in  witness’s  letters  referring  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  ex- 
plained, Wynne  1564-1572 Statement  of  that  gentleman  as  to  the  proportion  ol  births 

to  deaths,  and  the  value  of  cows,  in  his  parish ; confirmation  thereof,  ib.  1944  "P- 

proval  he  gave  to  an  act  of  intimidation  practised  by  the  peasantry,  Gamble  2571. 

ysaght,  Mr.  Henry.  Ticket  signed  by  him  for  putting  a man  on  the  Liscannor  list, 
Gordon  6247. 
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M. 


Macbride,  Mr.  T.  G.  Threatening  notice  served  on  him,  Morris  8506-8508 Letter 

26  “ «*•  ~hSS 

IPDonogk,  Pat.  Letter  of  Captain  Gordon,  dated  8 April  1847,  relative  to  the  case  of 
tnis  man,  App.p,  700. 


M‘Donough  (or  MacDunner),  Widow,  Pat,  James,  and  Terence 
cases,  Gordon  3057.  3094-3096  ; D.  O’Brien  6954-6957  ; 


Particulars  as  to  tlieir 
Neylan  7057.  7246. 


iPInimey,  Patrick.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Parish  superintendent  in  Killilavh 

5n4°T7Comp-..'  'S-eX"111™  t0  his  suPel‘i°r  officer  <m  30  October  agamst 

the  relief  committee  ol  ICillilagh ; grounds  of  iliat  complaint;  charges  bronchi  a“ainst 
witness;  their  nature ; inquiry  made  and  result;  witness’s  conduct  on  the  occasion- 
passages  in  his  letter  regarding  this  complaint  quoted,  5941-6003.  6026-6032 Com- 

munication witness  had  with  Mr.  Millett  on  the  subject  of  the  treatment  lie  had  received 
6004-6014- — -Acquaintance  witness  had  with  Pat  Danaher ; members  of  that  person’s 
family  on  the  lists;  explanation  witness  made  to  the  relief  committee  relative  to  this 
man,  6015-6025.  6033-6043.  6048-6050;  duties  of  witness’s  office,  6044-6047.  6049. 


M‘Inirney,  Mr.  Resolution  passed  at  the Killilagh  committee,  condemning  Mr.  M'Inirney’s 
conduct;  it  was  not  sent  because  he  apologised  ; nature  of  the  charge°against  him  ; in- 
correctness of  the  statements  contained  in  M'lnirney’s  letter  to  Mr.  Millett,  Fallon 

10547-10595 Letter  from  Mr.  M‘lnirney  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  31  October  1S46, 

giving  paiticulars  of  his  treatment  by  the  Killilagh  committee  on  the  previous  day. 
■App.p-  807. 


Ml Keene,  Widow.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3260,  3261.  6276- 
6293. 


M‘Mahon,  Dennis.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3271-3273. 

M‘ Mahon,  James  and  John.  Fraud  practised  in  the  case  of  these  men,  Wynne  2035. 

Mc Mahon  (Silver),  John.  Particulars  of  his  case,  Gordon  3580-3587.  3663,  et  seq Rev. 
Tim.  Shannon  12581-12586. 

M‘ Mahon,  Patrick.  Complaint  made  of  this  man,  a steward  on  the  Sandfield  Hills; 
inquiry  instituted  ; his  dismissal,  Wynne  1786  et  seq. ; Gamble  2454-0459.  6584-6587. 
6643-6648. 

Macnamara , Sir  Burton.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
residing  mostly  at  Tromore,  West  Clare;  has  been  there  during  the  principal  part  of 

the  time  of  the  Relief  Act  being  in  operation,  7543-7550 Chairman  of  the  relief 

committee  of  Kilmurry  and  a magistiate,  7551-7553 Period  of  the  commencement 

of  the  distress ; immense  number  of  people  bordering  on  starvation,  7554-7556 

Period  of  the  Relief  Act  coming  into  operation,  7557_7559 Great  difficulty  expe- 

rienced in  making  inquiry  into  cases,  7560,  7561. 

[Second  Examination.] — Favourable  opinion  of  the  gentry  of  West  Clare  as  to  the 

system  of  relief  works,  under  the  Act  9 Sc  10  Viet.,  7562-7564 Favourable  opinion 

also  entertained  by  them  of  its  mode  of  operation,  7565-7569 Their  opinion  as  to 

the  expediency  of  applying  it  to  the  tillage  of  the  ground,  7565-7567.  7569 Prin- 

ciple on  which  the  works  were  brought  forward  and  carried  out  and  the  money  presented 

for,  7570-7573 Superintendence  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  over  their 

execution ; their  responsibility  for  the  outlay,  7574-7576 Feeling  of  the  residents 

of  West  Clare  as  to  the  work  being  well  or  extiavagantly  done,  7577,  75/8. 

Macnamara,  Captain.  Handsome  subscriptions  given  hy  him  in  his  district,  Gamble  2306 
et  seq. 

Macnamara,  Mr.  George.  His  demeanor  to  Captain  Wynne  at  the  Ennislimon  meeting 
of  10  December  1846,  Whitty  4547. 

Macnamara,  Mr.  John.  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Macnamara  to  Captain  Gordon,  dated 

22  February  1847,  Gordon  14163 Letters  from  Mr.  i.  Macnamara  to  Captain  Gordon, 

dated  respectively  10  and  n April  1847,  App.p.  783 Letler,  dated  16  January  1847, 

addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  “Clare  Journal”  by  Mr.  Macnamara,  complainiug  of  the 
report  of  the  Ennistimon  extraordinary  sessions  (1 1 January),  ib.  p.  835. 


Macnamara, 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Macnamara,  Major,  m.p.  for  Clare: 

l'  Particulars  as  to  Tenants  of  Major  Macnamara  being  on  the  Relief  Lists. 

2.  Evidence  testifying  to  Major  Macnamara’s  Character  as  a Landlord  and 

Magistrate. 

3.  Letters  addressed  by  Major  Macnamara  to  various  Individuals. 

1.  Particulars  as  to  Tenants  of  Major  Macnamara  being  on  the  Relief  Lists : 

Statement  of  witness,  “ that  large  numbers  of  comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders 
have  been  employed  00  the  public  works,  more  particularly  in  the  parish  of  Kil  ling!,, 
tenants  and  constituents  of  Major  Macnamara”;  hts  authority  or  the  sime.  lFyiiiie 

1060-1079 Return  of  freeholders  on  the  Liscannor  lists  from  ti  e townlaml  of  Bally- 

vriskne  the  property  of  Major  Macnamara,  GamU,  5°49 Condition  of  Major  Mac- 

nauiara’s  property  and  tenants;  examination  with  respect  to  various  names  comprised 
in  a list  put  in  by  Mr.  Gamble  (Q.  5049),  Om.  Shannon  11839-1 1865— Re- 

spectability of  Major  Macnamara’s  tenantry,  Whtty  4450-4456— —Good  condition  of 

Maior  Macnamara’s  estate  at  Doolin,  and  ihe  tenants  thereon,  Morns  8629 Belief 

that  none  of  Major  Macnamara’s  tenants,  except  those  m a state  of  destitution,  applied 
for  relief  on  the  public  works,  Fallon  10702-10720— Extern ,0  which  Major  Macua- 
uiara’s  tenants  are  in  arrear  with  rent,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11882,  11883. 

2.  Evidence  testifying  to  Major  Macnamara’s  Character  as  a Landlord  and 

Magistrate : 

Testimony  in  favour  of  Major  Macnamara  as  a magistrate  and  landed  proprietor  Rep :p. 
vii  • Major  4584;  Hill  7966-7969;  Morris  8629;  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9295-9300,  J.  O Bnen, 

..  p Calcott  0844;  Fallon  10702;  Rev.  C.  bilzgerald  11277,  11278 

RefusalV Major’ Macnamara  to  give  his  assistance  to  witness  (a  Government  officer), 
Millett  4886-4890. 

3 Letters  addressed  by  Major  Macnamara  to  various  Individuals : 

Letter,  doted  12  ^^^g^^jg^^^o^rkirat^he  Ennisdumr^Re^ef 

SSe^S  Captain  to  remain  in  the  locality  in 

?846  on  the  same  subject,  ih.  2837 Answer  of  Mr.  Gamble  thereto,  dated  4 Decem- 
ber 1846  ill  2838 Impropriety  of  the  observation  in  Major  Macnamara  s letter, 

shitiig"  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  Captain  Wynne  to  come  among  persons  who 
were  disposed  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to  them  all  in  the  peison  of  Mr.  O -Brien, 

Morris  8497-8500 Letter  of  Major  Macnamara,  dated  6 November  1832,  lelatrng  t 

Daniel  Ncylan,  Ev-  p.  398.  - 

c„  ,is„  Absenteeism  Appointment  of  Officers.  Ballyvmlane  lowland.  Comyn. 

Cb^!torfSsu/X»i(»«..  Co rcomroeF^ro^naryPresenment&smns 

Co  ope, at,  JErin.Jmon  Mf/  Commitlee  Killitagh 

Committee.  Killitagh  Belief  Lists.  iuWiery,  Right  Hi 

Letter.  liscannor  Belief  Committee.  Liscannor  Relief  Lists.  Members 
for  Clare.  Millett,  Mr.  Threatening  Notices.  Wynne,  Captain. 

Mahon,  Mr.  Charles.  His  offer  to  subscribe  if  the  Kilmurry  committee  would  enter  into 
subscriptions,  Fishbourne  5311  et  seq. 

Mahon,  Mr.  Thomas.  Threatening  notice  served  upon  that  gentleman,  FiMomMtf 

Letter  of,  dated  tl  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  expressing  appioval 

conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Eu.  p.  141  ; App.p.  794- 
Major,  William  Eduard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Assistant  barrister  11 1 the  Cmmty 
(Jiaie;  lias  no  permanent  connexion  with  the  county;  is  never  there  exc  p K 

quarter  sessions,  4572-46)9 Believes  he  has  heard  general  “P'®1®,,  Po- 

tation of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct;  has  never  beard  any"™!  nnfiy^  , J«ii6s88 

4c3x Acquaintance  witness  has  with  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O Bnen,  45  45 

Practice  as  to  swearing  freeholders  on  their  being  registered,  45^9* 

Malony,  Mr.  List  of  persons  belonging  to  his  estate  ^nrony  of  toren)  ^aedd  “0^6 
relief  lists,  distinguishing  those  improperly  put  on,  Gordon  3538—  Gregt  r 
relief  afforded  by  Mr.  Malony  of  Kiltannon ; large  extent  of  employment  given 
estate,  Fishbourne  5461. 

Mann,  Captain.  Extract  of  leiler  of  Caplaiu  Mann,  inspector  under  the  Relief  Com- 
mission,  dated  20  December  1846,  App.p.  788, 

-Masonry 
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Report,  1 847—  continued. 


Masonry  and  Carpenter's  Work.  The  Board  of  Works  discouraged  presenting  for  works 
requiring  the  employment  of  masons  and  carpenters,  Gordon  6314. 

Measurement  of  the  Work.  Course  pursued  as  to  the  measurement,  of  the  work;  com- 
plaints made  by  the  labourers  on  tliatscoie;  grounds  thereof,  Wynne  62.311-315 

Irregularity  and  fraud  in  the  measurement  of  the  work;  difficulty  experienced  in  ob- 
taining competent  persons,  ib.  124—126 The  measurement  of  the  work  in  some 

cases  was  not  proceeded  with  because  the  labourers,  on  account  of  the  sums  they  had 

received  as  subsistence,  would  have  been  brought  in  as  debtors,  ib.  31 1-315 Doubts 

whether  the  incorrectness  of  the  measurement  was  occasioned  by  incapacity  in  the  mea- 
surers; intentional  inacccuracy  on  the  side  of  excess,  ib.  646-7,  64S.  659-661 

Difficulty  experienced  in  getting  the  work  measured  ; frauds  committed,  Juries  739-742 

Directions  of  the  Board  of  Works  with  respect  10  measuring  the  work,  so  as  to  enable 

the  people  to  earn  more  than  is.  a day,  Gamble  2169-2171 Instructions  issued  by 

the  engineer  in  West  Clare,  dated  5 October  1846,  relative  to  the  measurement  and  valu- 
ation of  work,  JEv.  p.  112 Directions  issued  as  to  the  periods  of  measurement  of 

task-work,  Gamble  2184 Groundlessness  of  the  complaints  of  the  task-work  not  being 

measured  in  time,  Fishbourne  5419,5420 Complaints  of  task-work  not  being  mea- 
sured, Moms  8375-8384 ; J.  O’Brien,  m.  p.  9494-9496 Instances  of  the  non-mea- 

surement of  the  work,  Morris  8385-8387. 

Complaints  from  Liscannor  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  measurement;  incompetency 
of  the  measurers;  authority  with  whom  the  appointment  of  these  officers  rested,  Gamble 

2187-2190 Witness  has  no  recollection  that  the  complaints  made  at  Corofin  and 

Ennistimon,  on  30  November  and  4 December  respectively,  had  reference  to  incorrect 

measurement,  ib.  2191-2193 Complaint  made  by  the  Corofin  relief  committee  as  to 

the  non-measurement  of  the  work;  resolution  passed.  Petty  5831-5836 No  com- 

plaints of  irregularity  in  the  measurement  prevailed  in  the  Barony  of  Islands;  the  work 

did  not  require  to,  nor  could  be,  measured,  for  months,  John  Fitzgerald  6186 

Frequent  complaints  as  to  the  non-measurement  of  task-work ; resolution  of  the  Kil- 
mally  and  Iucbe  committee,  of  19  November,  on  the  subject,  Cullinam  10165-10171 

Complaints  of  the  non-measurement  of  ihe  work;  demoralization  resulting  from 

this  neglect;  representations  made  by  the  Liscannor  committee  to  Captain  Wynne, 
Rev.  Tim.  Shannon,  12220-12248. 

See  also  Corofin  Relief  Committee.  Fraud  and  Imposition.  Government  Officers. 

Idleness  of  the  People. 

Meath  County.  The  practice  of  putting  tenants  on  the  list  by  no  means  carried  to  the 
same  extent  in  Meath  as  in  Clare,  Gamble  5068. 

Medical  Assistance.  Total  absence  of  means  of  obtaining  medical  assistance  in  the  Lis- 
cannor district,  Higgins  13354-13358. 

Members  tor  Clare.  The  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  is  principally  directed 
to  the  language  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien ; the  allegations  affecting  Major 
Macnamura  being  confined  to  a few  unguarded  words,  and  an  expression  applied  to 

Mr.  Millett,  Rep.  p.  iii No  evidence  10  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  Major  Macnamara 

sought  to  deter  Captain  Wynne  from  pursuing  his  duty,  as  supposed  by  the  latter  in 

his  letter  of  19  December  1846,  ib. This  letter,  written  in  the  hurry  and  excitement 

of  much  business,  conveyed  a meaning  wider  than  was  intended,  ib.  p.  v Observations 

on  the  charge  brought  against  the  Members  for  Clare,  in  their  capacity  of  chairmen  re- 
spectively of  the  Liscannor  and  Killilagh  relief  committees,  in  Captain  Wynne’s  report 
to  the  Board  of  Works  of  15  March  1847,  and  in  his  statement  laid  before  the  Committee 

on  6 May,  ib.p.  v,  vi No  valid  grounds  exist  for  casting  any  reflection  upon  their 

personal  honour,  ib.  p.  vii High  characters  of  the  honourable  Members  as  country 

gentlemen  and  landlords,  and  in  their  relations  to  the  poor,  ib. 

Number  of  relief  committees  with  which  the  Members  for  Clare  were  connected; 

• occasions  on  which  witness  met  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  thereat  and  at 

the-  presentment  sessions,  Wynne  154-172.  224-231 Particular!  as  to  the  dates  of 

witness’s  letters  containing  the  charges  against  the  Members  for  Clare , ib.  282-293 

Examination  seriatim  as  to  the  special  allegations  in  those  letters,  ib.  32!  et  seq. 

Denial  of  having  mentioned  the  names  of  the  Members  for  Clare  in  addressing 

the  people  at  Kilmurry,  ib.  508 Acquaintance  witness  had  with  the  Members  lor 

Clare  before  going  into  that  county,  ib.  638 — -Active  part  taken  by  those  gentlemen 
in  expressing  opinions  in  opposition  to  the  Government  officers,  ib.  909-912. 

Circumstances  connected  with  witness  shaking  hands  with  Mr.  Cornelius  0 Brien  on 
17  December;  feelings  entertained  by  him  towards  both  the  Members  for  Clare  ; pri- 
vate intercourse  he  has  had  with  them,  Wynne  1441-1447 -Witness,  after 'the  meeting 

at  Corofin  (of  30  November),  did  not  receive  from  the  Members  for  Clare  that  counte- 
nance and  co-operation  which  he  expected,  ib.  1448-1457 Reference  made  m wit- 

ness’s letter  of  22  December  1846,  to  Killilagh  being  Major  Macnamara  s property, 

0.105.  6»3  aRd 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Members  for  Clare — continued. 

and  also  to  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  being  an  attorney,  Wynne  1530-1542.  1603 

Occasions  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  pronouncing  “ the  whole  system  ot 
relief  to  be  cruel  and  heartless;”  to  whom  this  was  addressed,  ib.  1654,  *655 Com- 

plaint made  by  the  same  gentlemen  that  they  taxed  themselves  to  relieve  the  people,  but 
were  prevented  doing  so  by  the  Board  and  its  officers ; this  had  no  reference  to  Mr. 

Labouchere’s  letter  or  the  want  of  implements,  ib.  1659-1669 Approval  expressed  by 

the  people  of  the  remarks  of  the  Members  for  Clare ; intimidation  practised  towards  the 
Board’s  officers  afterwards,  ib.  1665-1680. 

Communication  witness  (the  engineer  in  chief)  had  had  with  the  Members  for  Clare 
respecting  the  relief  committees,  before  Captain  Wynne  came  into  the  county.  Gamble 

2296,  2297 Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  8 January  1847,  alluding  to  the  “fierce 

attacks”  made  upon  witness  and  Captain  Wynne;  whether  applicable  to  the  Members 

for  Clare,  ib.  2515-2517 Report,  dated  6 March  1847,  prepared  by  witness  (vide  App. 

p.  768)  after  the  complaints  made  in  Parliament  by  the  Members  for  Clare  became 

known;  witness  stands  by  everything  it  contains,  ib.  2529-2531 Major  Macnamara 

has  nothing  to  do  with  Corofin  ; Mr.  O’Brien  lias  property  there,  Burton  3975, 3976 

Large  contributions  which  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  will  be  called  upon  to  make 
towards  the  sum  presented  for  by  the  sessions  for  public  works,  Whitty  4535-4538. 

High  characters  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  as  improving  and  good  land- 
lords, Russell  5586-5590 Great  influence  possessed  by  the  Members  for  Clare  with 

the  people,  J.  S.  O’ Brien  8126-8131 Testimony  to  the  anxiety  of  the  Members  for 

Clare  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  county,  ib.  8324-8328 Great  influence  possessed 

by  the  Members  for  Clare  over  the  people ; that  influence  was  never  exercised  injuriously 

to  the  Government  officers.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11139-11147 Statement  of  the 

Members  for  Clare  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee,  comprehending  copies  of 
the  letters  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  of  which  they  complain,  with  their  com- 
ments thereon,  App.  p.  764 Allusion  thereto  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  p.  iii. 

See  also  Macnamara , Major.  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius, 

MUlett,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Held  a situation  under  the  Board  of  Works 

in  Ireland  ; was  employed  in  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  4731,  4732 Commenced  his 

duties  in  that  barony  in  May  1846,  left  on  1 January  1847;  4733>  4734 Found  the 

people  quiet  and  peaceable  on  first  going  there ; quite  the  reverse  on  returning  in  Sep- 
tember last,  4735-4737-; — Cause  of  this  change,  4738 They  were  not  then  gene- 

* rally  in  a state  of  destitution ; became  so  in  the  middle  of  October,  4739-4742. 

Witness  was  present  at  a meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  9 October,  Archdeacon  Whitty 

in  the  chair;  number  of  persons  present,  4743-4750 Complaints  made  by  Major 

Macnamara  on  that  occasion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Government,  4751-4756 

Requirement  ol  the  committee  that  more  extensive  works  should  be  ordered  by  the 

Board,  4756-4758 Another  meeting  held  on  the  15th  ; repetition  of  Major  Macna- 

mara’s  complaints;  nature  of  those  complaints;  general  extent  and  severity  of  the 

distress  at  that  period,  4759“47^5 Witness  was  present  at  the  relief  meeting  of 

5 November, 4766 -Addressed  a letter  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  26  February  1847;  allu- 

sion therein  to  a premeditated  attack  on  witness  by  a body  of  armed  men,  4767,  4768 
-7- — Dissatisfaction  created  by  the  non-commencement  of  the  works;  encouragement 
given  thereto  by  addresses  and  letters  in  the  newspapers,  4769-4773. 

Persons  present  at  the  meeting  of  5 November;  objects  of  the  meeting,  4774-4777 
- Irregular  manner  in  which  the  relief  lists  were  prepared  ; large  number  of  improper 
persons  thereon  ; steps  witness  took  to  bring  these  cases  under  the  notice  of  the  commit- 
tee; what  these  steps  were,  4778-481 1 Practicability  of  the  members  of  the  committee 

investigating  the  cases  of  each  individual  they  put  on;  the  chairman  ought  to  have 
satisfied  himself  that  inquiry  had  been  made  in  each  case  before  signing  the  lists,  4812- 

4821 -Persons  put  to  work  without  the  labour  lists  being  filled  up  at  all;  period  at 

which  witness  gave  his  sanction  to  this  course;  to  what  extent  carried, 4822-4831. 

Instance  of  the  servant  of  one  of  the  Government  engineers  being  put  upon  the 
lists;  under  what  circumstances;  cognizance  witness  had  of  it,  4832-4869 Com- 

plaint made  by  Major  Macnamara  to  witness  of  his  not  putting  on  persons  on  the  works 
in  Killilagh  parish ; unpleasant  discussion  that  arose ; apology  made,  4870-4883— ■ — 
Great  pressure  on  the  Government;  complaints  throughout  that  the  people  did  not 

receive  work  equal  to  their  wants,  4884,  4885 Refusal  of  Major  Macnamara  to 

give  his  assistance  to  witness,  4886-4892 Letter  addressed  by  witness  to  the  check- 

clerks  of  Killilagh  relative  to  their  attending  relief  committees  ; offence  giveu  to  Major 
Macnamara  by  this;  reasons  for  writing  the  letter,  4893-4900*. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  court-house  at  Ennistimon,  on  4 December ; complaint  of 
delay  by  Major  Macnamara;  expressions  used  by  witness  as  to  his  being  “attacked  by 
a set  of  ruffians;”  particulars,  as  to  that  attack,  and  as  to  the  circumstances  cpnnected 

' with 
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Millelt,  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

with  witness’s  detention  in  liis  house,  thereby  being  prevented  from  opening  the  works 
4901-4954.  4976,  4977  Excitement  of  Major  Macnamara  on  the  term  “ruffians” 
being  used  ; his  language,  and  to  whom  addressed ; manifestation  of  feelincr  by  the  people 

Present,  4955-4961-  497.s~498o No  lists  were  furnished  from  the  kil'lila°ii  relief 

committee  ; complaint  witness  made  thereof;  large  number  of  persons  put  on  the  works 
by  Mr.  Molloy,  4962-4975.  1 


Message  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  delivered  by  Dr.  Finucane  to  witness:  its  nurnort  • 
mqu.ry  made  of  witness  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  whether  he  had  received  the  message-’ 
dates  of  its  delivery  and  of  the  latter  inquiry;  certainty  of  witness  that  Dr.  Finucane 
has  never  denied  having  carried  such  a message;  witness  has  not  spoken  to  him  about 
the  letter  since  u was  primed,  4981-5021 How  far  witness  delegated  the  appoint- 
ment of  stewards  to  Dr.  Finucane,  5022-5034 Persons  recommended  by  Major 

Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  for  those  offices;  refusal  of  witness  to  employ  a person 
sent  by  the  former,  5034-5040. 


[Second  Examination.]  — Witness  was  present  at  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on 
10  December;  correctness  of  the  report  thereof  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  the  14th 

507I-5°74 Date  of  witness  requesting  his  removal  from  the  district;  district  to 

which  he  went ; bad  terms  on  which  he  had  become  with  the  people,  5075-5084 

Further  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  message  sent  by  Mr.  O’Brien  through  Dr. 
Finucane;  witness’s  reasons  for  not  sending  any  answer;  memorandum  of  the  message 
subsequently  drawn  up;  portion  thereof  dissented  to  by  Dr.  Finucane,  5085-5153. 

How  far  vviiness  believes  Mr.  O’Brien  capable  of  holding  him  up  to  the  personal 

violence  of  a mob,  5154,  5155 Terms  on  which  witness  stood  with  Mr.  O’Brien* 

manner  in  whicn  he  addressed  him  in  correspondence;  discourtesy  complained  of  bv 
Mr.  O’Brien,  contained  in  a letter  witness  sent  in  answer  to  one  from  him  of  17  Oc- 
tober, .5156-5191 Further  explanation  as  to  the  letter  to  the  check-clerks  at 

Killiiagh,  desiring  them  not  to  attend  the  committee,  5192-5197. 


Miilett,  Mr.  Particulars  of  the  charges  brought  against  Mr.  Millelt  by  Major  Macnamara 
of  having  ordered  the  check-clerks  not  to  attend  the  Killiiagh  relief  committee  without 
special  orders;  of  having  kept  200  people  from  employment,  and  also  of  a want  of 
courtesy;  investigation  instituted,  and  result,  Wynne  787-797.  1047-1089;  Gamble 
2461 . 2753  el  seg. ; Wldtty  4313-4334-  4527-453'  5 Hill  8046-8048 ; Rev.  Tim.  Shannon 

12471-12476.  12556 Copy  of  letter,  dated  21  November  1846,  addressed  by  Mr. 

Miilett  to  Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  and  others,  check-clerks,  ordering  them  not  to  attend  any 

committee  or  produce  any  papers  without  his  special  permission,  Gamble  2827 Letter 

of  Major  Macnamara,  dated  30  November  1846,  to  Mr.  Miilett,  enclosing  the  foregoing, 

and  stating  his  intention  to  produce  the  6ame  at  the  relief  committee,  ib.  2829 

Further  letter  of  Mr.  Miilett  in  reply  thereto,  dated  30  November  1846,  ib.  2830 

Necessity  for  the  issue  of  Mr.  Millett’s  order  of  21  November  1846  proved,  ib. 

2852-2856 Explanation  as  to  the  letter  addressed  by  witness  to  the  check-clerks 

at  Killiiagh,  desiring  them  not  to  attend  at  the  committee,  Miilett  4893-4900*.  5192- 

5197 Extracts  of  letters  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  10,  13,  and  19  December  1846, 

reporting  the  proceedings  on  the  investigation,  App.  p.  766,  767 Report  of  Mr. 

Gamble,  dated  6 March  1847,  as  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  Miilett,  ib.  p.  768 

Report  of  the  investigation,  held  10  December  1846,  into  the  charges  against  Mr. 
Millelt,  extracted  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  ib.p.  817. 


Particulars  as  to  Mr.  Millett’s  detention  by  a body  of  men  at  Ennistimon,  Wynne 
S 19-827.;  Gamble  2753  et  seq.,  2777  et  seq.-,  Morris  8522-8526;  Calcott  9645-9655. 

9668-9707 Statement  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  Major  Maenamara’s  conduct  towards 

Mr.  Miilett ; apology  made  by  Major  Macnamara,  Wynne  2037-2063 ; Wlutty  4329-4331 
Similar  statement  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  Wynne  2064-2066 Meaning  attached  by  wit- 
ness to  the  expression,  in  his  letter  of  6 March  1847,  regarding  the  “apparent  intimida- 
tion ” held  out  towards  Mr.  Miilett,  Gamble  2867.  2S7 1-2873 Belief  that  the  pro- 

ceedings of  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  4 December  were  calculated  to  place  Mr. 
Miilett  in  a position  of  considerable  danger;  dislike  in  which  Mr.  Miilett  was  held  by 
the  people,  Hill  7975-7981 Letter  from  Mr.  Miilett  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  26  Feb- 

ruary 1847,  stating  particulars  as  to  tbe  manner  in  which  he  was  treated  on  several 
occasions,  App.  p.  804. 

Removal  of  Mr.  Miilett  from  the  barony  of  Corcomroe,  in  consequence  of  the  ill- 

feeling  raised  against  him,  Gamble  2861,  2862  ; Wkitty  4403-4405 Date  of  witness 

requesting  his  removal  from  the  district;  distiict  to  which  lie  went,  Miilett  5°75~5°84 

Letter  from  Mr.  Gamble  to  Major  Macnamara,  dated  31  December  1846,  relative  to 

the  removal  of  Mr.  Miilett  from  Corcomroe,  App.  p.  807. 

Resolution  of  the  Corcomroe  committee,  dated  14  August  1846,  testifying  to  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Miilett  had  discharged  his  duties,  App.  p.  804. 

Particulars  as  to  a message  received  by  Mr.  Miilett,  through  Dr.  Fiuucane,  from 

Mr.  O’Brien,  Gamble  2874-2-885;  Miilett  4981-5021.  5085-5153 How  far  witness 

delegated  the  appointment  of  stewards  to  Dr.  Finucane,  Miilett  5022-5034 Terms 

0.105.  6 u 4 0,1 
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Millett,  Mr. — continued. 

on  which  witness  stood  with  Mr.  O’Brien  ; discourtesy  complained  of  by  Mr.  O’Brien 
contained  in  a letter  witness  sent  him,  Millett  5156-5191. 

See  also  Appointment  of  Officers.  Check-Clerks  and  Stewards.  Corcomroe 
Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  II.  1.  Corcomroe  Relief  Committee. 
Finucane,  Dr.  Kiltilagh  Relief  District.  Macnamara,  Major,  3. 

Molou  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— A baronial  superintendent,  employed  under 
the  Board  of  Works;  has  been  some  years  with  the  Board;  duties  of  the  office,  5591- 

CC03.5680. Was  present  when  Dr.  Finucanedelivered  a message  to  Mr.  Millett;  when 

and  where  that  message  was  given,  5594~5599 Particulars  as  to  the  message,  5600- 

,-625 Description  of  implements  ordered  by  witness  to  be  made  in  Liscannor;  whe- 
ther he  specified  any  time  within  which  they  were  to  be  delivered,  5626-5632 

Witness  was  processed  for  the  price  of  the  implements;  names  of  several  who  sued 
him  • result,  5633-5639 Special  particulars  connected  with  an  order  for  wheel- 

barrows ; defence  witness  set  up.;  his  reason  for  settling  the  matter  without  going  to 
trial,  5639-5644.  5651 , 5652.  5697-5704 General  complaint  as  10  bills  for  imple- 

ments not  being  paid  ; bow  far  well  founded  ; knowledge  the  tradesmen  had  that  their 
payments  would  be  made  monthly, 

Practice  of  witness  to  place  men  on  the  works  in  ihe  Killilagh  district  without  con- 
suliing  the  committee  ; his  reasons  for  doing  so,  5653,  56.54.  5674-5680—  Put  on  very 

few  individuals  in  this  manner  in  the  Liscannor  district,  5655-5660 Wrote  tickets  or 

orders  to  the  stewards  and  check-clerks  to  have  persons  put  on,  5661,  5662  Had  no 
authority  to  act  tl ms;  did  it  to  relieve  the  distress  that  was  apparent,  5663-5673 
* Number  of  superintendents  under  the  direction  of  the  inspecting  officer ; witness  was 

in  immediate  communication  with  that  officer,  5681-5684 Payment  was  quite 

secured  to  those  put  on  by  witness,  5685-5689 No  other  persons  added  names ; no 

complaint  was  made  by ‘the  relief  committee,  5690-5692 Vote  passed  approving 

of  witness’s  conduct ; he  is  not  aware  whether  he  was  censured  by  any  of  the  commit- 
tees, 5693-5696 Never  put  on  any  person  that  he  was  aware  was  in  comfortable 

circumstances,  5705-5710. 


Moloy,  Mr.  Resolution  of  the  Corcomroe  committee,  dated  14  August  1846,  testifying 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  his  duties,  App.  p.  804. 

See  also  Corcomroe  Relief  Committee. 

« Morning  Chronicle ,”  The  (Newspaper).  Witness  (a  Reporter)  was  sent  over  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  “ Morning  Chronicle”  to  Ireland,  to  give  information  as  to  the  state  ol 
the  country  and  the  working  of  l he  relief  committees,  Russell  5473)  5474-  54^2 
Correctness  of  the  reports  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle,”  of  14  and  17  December  1046, 

and  1 January  1847,  ih.  5499 Extracts  from  the  “ Morning  Chronicle”  on  the 

condition  of  Ireland,  14  December  1846,  Ev.  p.  318,  and  App.  p.  847;  17  December 
1846,  Ev.  p.  321,  and  App.  p.  850;  1 January  1847,  Ev.  p.  323,  and  App.  p.  852. 

Morony,  Mr  .Francis  G.  Letter  from,  dated  14  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  bearing 
testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev. 
p.  143,  App.p.  796. 

Morris,  Charles  A.  Letter  from  M r.  Morris  to  Mr.  Gamble,  daied  5 March  1 847,  calling  his 
attention  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan’s  letter  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  the  20th,  App.p.  808. 

Morris,  Charles  A.  and  Others.  Letter  from  C.  A.  Morris  and  others,  local  engineers  of  the 
baronies  of  Corcomroe,  Inehiquin,  and  Islands,  dated  13  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne, 
bearing  testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as  inspecting  officer, 
Ev.p.  142,  App.  p.  796. 

Morris,  Lieutenant  Edward  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  and 
Inspector  of  the  Coast  Guard  in  Malbay,  Clare;  was  appointed  in  1836;  8334-8338 — — 
Is  well  acquainted  with  the  coast  between  Kilrush  and  Doolin  ; extent  in  miles  thereof, 

8339,  8340 Was  an  ex  officio  member  of  the  relief  committees  ; attendances  he  has 

given  on  the  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon  committees,  8341-8353.  8692.  8701-8706 

Opportunity  he  has  had  of  observing  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  O’Brien  conducted  the 
business  ; discussions  he  has  had  with  him  as  to  the  best  mode  of  administering  relief; 
testimony  to  his  activity  and  indefatigability,  8354-8362 Belief  that  the  Govern- 

ment officers  were  right  in  the  view  they  took  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  against  Mr. 
O’Brien;  anxiety  evinced  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  carry  his  view;  witness  expressed  no 
opinion,  8363-8369.  8393-8397. 

Attention  paid  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  with  the  view  to  keeping 

them  out  of  idle  and  bad  habits,  8370 General  complaint  of  the  scarcity  of  tools, 

8371-8373.8376,  8377. Utter  impossibility  at  the  time  of  procuring  them,  8374,  8375 

Loud  complaints  made  by  the  labourers  of  the  non-measurement  of  the  task-work; 

witness  is  not  aware  whether  Mr.  O’Brien  adopted  those  complaints;  exertions  of  the 

Government  officers  to  carry  the  Act  into  effect,  8375-8384 Instances  of  the  non- 

measurement  of  the  work,  8385-8387. 

Strong 
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Report,  1847 — continued . 


Morris,  Lieutenant  Edward  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Strong  discussion  between  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  Ennistimnn  meet- 
ing on  4 December^  nothing  amounting  to  a personal  quarrel;  part  taken  bv  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  chairman  on  the  occasion,  8388-8400.  8410,  8411 Unremitting 

and  extensive  efforts  of  Mr.  O’Brien  to  advance  the  interests  of  tile  poor  agricultural 

labouiers  in  his  neighbourhood  ; improvements  effected  on  his  estate.  8401-S40Q . 

S elhconducted  and  peaceable  character  of  his  tenants,  S4t= Readiness  with  which 

Mr.OBnen  has  afforded  countenance  and  protection  to  the  coast-guardsmen  • feeiinv 
against  those  men,  8413-8417.  a * 0 

Discussion  at  the  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon  on  4 December,  relative 
to  IV] r.  Laboucheres  letter ; warai  and  energeiic  manner  in  which  Mr  O’Brien 

enforced  his  views,  8418-8428 Whether  calculated  to  excite  the  people  present : 

loud  acclamations  of  assent  and  dissent  bv  them;  belief  that  the  presence  of  the 

people  was  not  considered  by  the  commitiee',  8429-8437 Right  of  The  people  to  he 

present  by  Act  of  Parliament ; their  exclusion  would  be  a departure  from  the  usual 

practice,  8438-8442 Boisterous  and  violent  character  of  the  session ; not  equal  to 

some  others,  nevertheless  ; clamour  of  the  people, 8443-8450.  8452-8456 Absence  of 

any  doubt  ns  to  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  being  on  the  works,  8451 

Means  by  which  such  persons  frequently  forced  themselves  upon  the  lists,  8457-S460. 

Composition  of  committees;  impossibility  of  any  one  member  of  the  committee  or  the 

chairman  exercising  full  control  over  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  8461-8465 

Examination  with  lespectto  various  passages  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of  10  December 
relating  to  the  meeting  of  4 December;  witness’s  impression  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  denial  of 
Captain  Wynne’s  right  to  interfere  applied  to  the  presentment  sessions  and  not  to  the 

relief  committees,  8466-8477 Persons  were  struck  off  the  lists  bv  the  Government 

officers,  on  the  ground  of  their  being  in  comfortable  circumstances  ; great  difficult  and 

clanger  of  the  position  in  which  the  officers  were  placed,  8478-8483 Irreoularities 

were  practised  less  at  Liscannor  and  Ennistimon  than  at  any  other  of  the  committees 
8484-8486. 

Witness  never  considered  it  necessary  to  carry  arms  ; it  was  a prudent  precaution  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  under  the  Board  of  Works  when  in  the  interior,  but  not  when  on  the 

coast,  8487-8496.  8501-8532 Impropriety  of  the  observation  in  Major  Macnamara’s 

letter,  stating  “ that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  Captain  Wynne  to  come  among  persons  who 
were  disposed  to  resent  the  insult  offered  to  them  all  in  the  person  of  Mr.  O’Brien,”  840^- 

8500 Neither  Mr.  Hill  nor  any  other  officer  expressed  fear  of  assassination  after  the 

meeting  of  4 December,  8501-8505 Threatening  notices  served  on  several  indi- 
viduals; slight  regard  to  be  paid  to  them,  8506-8514.  8552-8560 Lighi  in  which 

the  attack  on  Mr.  Millett  is  to  be  viewed,  8522-8526 Reward  offered  by  the  o-entrv, 

on  their  hearing  of  the  threatening  letter  being  served  on  Captain  Wynne,  for  the^appreT 
hension  of  the  offender;  anxiety  they  displayed  to  protect  Captain  Wynne,  8527-8532. 

The  inferior  character  of  some  of  the  individuals  on  the  relief  committees  and  the 
paucity  of  gentlemen  to  control  them,  one  cause  of  improper  persons  being  put  on  the 

lists,  8533-8538 Belief  that  Mr.  O’Brien  was  incapable  of  permitting  persons  to  be 

put  on  the  lists  improperly,  or  of  giving  a preference  to  his  own  tenants,  8539-8541 

Difficult  circumstances  in  which  the  relief  committees  were  placed;  manner  in  which 

they  performed  their  duties,  8542-8546.  8549-8551 Witness  understood  that  both 

the  Roman-catholic  and  Protestant  clergyman  attended,  8547,  8548 Present  state  of 

the  country  (June  1847);  recent  outrages,  8562-8568. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  investigation  held  at  Liscannor  on  17  December,  into 
the  charges  of  Mr.  Westropp,  on  the  part  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants,  against  Mr. 

O’Brien,  8569 Number  of  witnesses  examined  by  Captain  Wynne;  accusation 

brought  by  Mr.  O’Brien  against  the  driver  Neylan,  of  being  the  originator  of  the  charges  ; 

use  made  of  the  word  “ conspiracy,”  8570-8585 Statement  or  Capiaiu  Wynne,  that 

the  charges  were  entirely  unfounded ; question  put  to  him  by  Mr.  O’Brien,' as  to  his 
reporting  the  same  to  tlie  Board ; compliance  therewith  promised  by  Captain  Wynne, 

8386-S5S9 Extract  from  Captain  Wynne’s  report,  dated  18  December  1846,  read; 

respects  in  which  it  is  different  from  what  witness  would  have  expected  ; points  in 

which  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  witness’s  impressions,  8590-8611.8726-8732 

Dissent  of  witness  to  the  passage  in  the  report  respecting. the  indisposition  of  die  wit- 
nesses to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges,  8598-8602 Truth  of  Captain  Wynue’s 

statement  as  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  facts,  from  the  aversion  to  give  evidence 
pervading  all  classes  of  society  ; probable  grounds  of  this  feeling,  8612-8624. 8630, 8631. 

High  character  of  Major  Macnamara  in  the  district;  good  condition  of  his  estate  and 

tenants,  8629- Conduct  of  Mr.  O’Biien  when  his  otfn  tenants  have  urged  him  to  put 

them  on  the  relief  works  ; bis  refusal  to  hear  any  claims  except  in  committee,  8632-8637 

Great  pressure  amongst  the  freeholders  and  comfortable  people;  frequent  instances 

of  people  011  the  registry  of  freeholders  being  in  a state  of  great  privation,  8638-8641 

Opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  put  persons  on  the  works  who  had 
suffered  from  the  effects  of  the  potato  disorder,  and  that  they  should  have  been  put  on 
0.105.  6 C without 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Morris,  Lieutenant  Edward  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

without  beino-  compelled  to  sell  their  cattle,  8642-8646.  8687,  8688 Classes  of 

nersons  enumerated  in  the  Lord  Lieutenant’s  instructions  as  being  fit  to  be  put  upon 

the  works  • class  under  which  freeholders,  &c.  would  come,  8647-8653 Inexpediency 

of  compelling  persons  holding  land  to  resign  it  to  their  landlords;  advances  made  by 
landlords  rather  than  see  the  land  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  8654-8662. 


Fact  of  the  wages  received  on  the  relief  works  being  employed  in  the  payment  of 
rent  • wa*»es  were  mortgaged  to  loan  funds  for  the  payment  of  rent,  8663-8666.  8686 

Proportion  of  the  land  in  the  district  of  Kilinurry  in  and  out  of  cultivation,  8667- 

og-fj Circumstances  leading  to  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  lists  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  really  destitute  ; deception  practised  on  the  committees,  8677-8681 

Particulars  of  the  manner  in  which  the  superior  class  on  the  committees  were  over- 
ruled by  the  inferior  class ; abuses  thereby  perpetrated,  S682-8685 Whether  the 

minority  of  the  committees  ever  reported  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  the 
fact  of  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  lists,  8689-8695 Witness  had  his  sus- 
picious of  such  being  the  case;  never  stated  them  to  the  officers,  8696-8700 Never 

nvide  a report  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  on  the  subject ; whether  it  was 

within  the  scope  of  his  duty  to  do  so, '8701-8711.  8716-8718 Subscriptions  raised 

for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  how  laid  out,  8712-8715 Attendance  of  the  agents  of 

absentees  at  the  committees,  8720-8725 Letters  of  Bean  Stackpoole  and  of  Mr. 

Westropp  read;  opinion  that  they  do  not  justify  the  report  made  by  Captain  Wynne, 
as  to  the  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  8726-8732. 

Mortality.  Increased  mortality  of  the  district ; great  number  of  deaths  from  want  of  food. 
Dr.  J.  Shannon  9204-9206. 

Mullqueeny,  John.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Neylan  7286. 


N. 


N eagle,  Thomas.  Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  this  person,  Gordon  3256,  3257. 

"Nestor,  Martin.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Neylan  7264. 

Newmarkct-on-Fergus.  Panic  ulars  of  an  attack  upon  Captain  Fishbourne  at,  App.  p- 
798.  846. 

Neylan,  Daniel.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— A farmer,  holding  under  the  late  Dean 

Stackpoole,  7001,  7002 Intimation  witness  received  from  Mr.  Westropp  as  to  the 

objects  for  which  he  was  required  to  attend  the  Committee  of  The  House,  7003-7006—— 
Occasions  of  his  seeing  Mr.  Gamble  in  London ; lists  of  names  he  has  given  to  that 

gentleman,  7007-7012.  7054,  7055 Inquiries  witness  made  in  the  townland  ot  Car- 

liuduff,  in  order  to  the  compilation  thereof;  periods  at  which  made,  7013  e*  se9- 
Particulars  as  to  the  widow  Hynes,  7026-7053. 

Sons  of  heads  of  families  were  put  down  to  get  work,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  family 
himself,  7057- 7060 Particulars  with  reference  to  a son  ofwitness  employed  as  a gangs- 
man; reasons  of  his  not  being  paid,  7061-7081 Evidence  as  to  disputes  witness  has 

had  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  as  to  whether  a fear  of  giving  offence  to  that  Sent"man 
prevents  persons  from  coming  forward  to  give  evidence,  7082-7154.  7185,  7}°®- 

Witness  is  driver  for  Mr.  Westropp,  7155-7158 Was  examined  by  Captain  Wynne  on 

the  investigation,  on  17  December,  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Dean  Stackpoole  s peop  e, 
language  addressed  to  witness  on  that  occasion  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  71-59"7l84" 

[Second  Examination.] — Reference  to  question  put  on  first  examination  with  regard 
to  the  people  about  Liacannor  and  Carhuduff  being  afraid  to  come  and  give  evidence 

against  Mr.  O’Brien,  7236 Further  particulars  as  to  the  information  with  wnic 

witness  supplied  Mr.  Gamble  respecting  tbe  names  and  circumstances  of  families  1 
Carhuduff;  assistance  given  by  Dennis  O’Brien,  7237-7348. 

Neylan,  Daniel.  Evidence  as  to  whether  Daniel  Neylan,  driver  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  was 
a fit  person  to  be  upon  the  relief  list,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11780-11789  ; Higgins  13255, 
13256.  13275. See  also  Stackpoole,  Dean. 

Northern  Whig,”  The  (Newspaper).  Reflections  cast  upon  the  Board  of  Works  by 
Mr.  O’Brien  in  a report  in  this  paper  of  16  February  1847,  complained  of,  Jones  773" 
775- 
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0. 

O'Brien,  Mk.  Cornelius,  m.  p.  for  Clare : 

1.  Particulars  as  to  Constituents  and  Tenants  of  Jlr.  O’Brien  beiii"  placed  on 

the  Public  If'orks. 

2.  Evidence  testifying  to  the.  High  Character  of  Mr.  O'Brien  as  a Landlord 

and  Member  of  Relief  Committees. 

3.  Letters  addressed  by  Mr.  O'Brien  to  various  Individuals. 

1.  Particulars  as  to  Constituents  and  Tenants  of  Mr.  O'Brien  leinn  placed  on  the 

Public  Works:  - J 1 

Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  4 March  1847,  referring  to  Mr.  O'Brien’s  constituents 
and  tenants  being  on  ihe  Liscannor  relief  lists;  witness’s  readiness  to  substantiate  that 

statement,  Wynne  1799-1712 Paragraph  in  letter  of  witness  referrin-lo  farmers  and 

freeholders,  the  constituents  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  being  on  the  Liscannor  lists; 
letter  of  Mr.  John  Higgins  forwarding  the  lists,  ib.  1771-1791.  1866-1883.  i8S8-i8gi 

Number  of  freeholders  on  the  Liscannor  lists;  number  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  on 

the  lists  ; comparison  with  tenants  of  Major  Macnamara  and  other  landlords  ; readiness 
of  witness  to  prove  that  certain  of  these  persons  were  in  “comfortable  circumstances/’ 

ib.  2973-3014 Comparison  instituted  between  the  relief  lists  furnished  by  Mr.  O’Brien 

for  the  Liscannor  district,  and  the  list  of  the  freeholders ; large  proportion  of  his  tenants 

and  freeholders  found  on  the  public  works,  Gamble  2345-2369.  2558-2561 Evidence 

to  show  that  many  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien, 
were  put  upon  the  Liscannor  relief  lists  at  the  time  Mr.  O’Brien  was  chairman,  Gordon 

3022-3057.  3094-3146.  6317-6328 No  instructions  were  specially  addressed  to 

witness  regarding  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants;  representations  made  by  Captain  Wynne, 
ib.  3061-3069. 

Evidence  in  relation  to  a list  of  persons  (Ev.  p.  1S6)  in  comfortable  circumstances 
improperly  put  on  the  list,  being  freeholders  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  Gordon  3147- 

S1?0^210 Evidence  negativing  the  assumption  that  witness  limited,  or  was 

instructed  to  limit,  his  inquiries,  particularly  to  the  Liscannor  district,  or  (o  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

property,  or  conduct,  ib.  3291-3310 List  of  freeholders  returned  fur  relief  eraplov- 

ment  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  resident  on  the  property  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  Ev.  p.  210 

Lists  of  all  persons  returned  by  the  Liscannor  committee  from  the  townland  of 

Carliuduff,  the  property  of  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien,  showing  the  circumstances  of  each 
Gamble  5041  et  seq. Reasons  for  selecting  Mr.  O’Brien’s  property  for  this  investi- 

gation ; larger  proportion  of  his  tenants  011  the  works  than  of  other  proprietors,  ib.  5068- 

5070 Number  of  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Biien  on  the  lists  as  first  settled  by  Captain 

Baillie  ; up  to  the  time  of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop  those  persons  were  in  comfort- 
able circumstances,  Higgins  12926-12963 Evidence  referring  to  the  lists  put  in  by 

Captain  Gordon  and  Mr.  Gamble  relating  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  at  Carliuduff' and 

Birchfield,  ib.  13423-13443 Proportion  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  on  the  lists,  dated 

5 January,  from  the  Birchfield  and  Carhuduff  townlands  respectively  ; number  selected 
by  Captain  Wynne,  ib.  13843-13856. 

Creditable  state  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  ; whether  any  so  circumstanced  were  put 

upon  the  relief  lists,  Bussell  5492-5498 Withdrawal  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  his  tenants  from 

the  lists  of  gratuitous  relief  under  the  temporary' Relief  Act,  Gordon  63S0, 63S1 Belief 

that  Mr.O’Brien  was  incapable  of  permitting  persons  to  be  put  on  the  lists  improperly  or 

of  giving  a preference  to  his  own  tenants,  Morris  8539-8541 Conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien 

when  his  own  tenants  have  urged  him  to  put  them  on  the  relief  works;  his  refusal  to 

bear  any  claims  except  in  committee,  ib.  8G32-8637 None  of  the  tenants  on  Mr. 

O’Brien’s  estate  at  Killilagh  were  placed  on  the  public  works;  size  of  that  property, 

Fallon  10652-10663.  10698-10701 Removal  of  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at  his  desire 

from  the  lists,  to  make  way  for  others  in  greater  destitution  ; those  tenants  were  fit 

objects  of  relief,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11717-11723 Mr.  O’Brien  did  not  interfere  with 

regard  to  his  Carhuduff  tenants ; left  it  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon  and  his  curate,  ib.  1 1815- 

11821;  Higgins  13407-13411 Stale,  as  to  destitution,  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants, 

Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11822-11833.  12034-12036 Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  Carhuduff 

are  two  years  in  arrears  of  rent,  ib.  11870-11875.  12042.  12058 Anxiety  at  first 

evinced  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  keep  his  own  tenants  off  the  lists;  subsequently  he  consemed 

to  their  being  put  on,  Higgins  13077-13086.  13151-13156 Possibility  of  Captain 

Wynne  being  aware  that  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien  were  on  tbe  lists,  ib.  13831-13842. 

2.  Evidence  testifying  to  the  High  Character  of  Mr.  O'Brien  as  a Landlord  and 

Member  of  Relief  Committees: 

Testimony  in  favour  of  Mr.  O’Brien  as  a country  gentlemen,  magistrate,  landlord,  and 
member  of  relief  committees;  his  large  expenditure  in  the  improvement  of  his  estates, 
Rep.  p.  vii ; D.  O’Brien  6900;  Hill  7891-7899;  Morris  8354-8362.  8370.  8401-8409; 
Hr.  J.  Shannon  9291—9294;  J.  O'Brien,  w.  7.,  9460-9465  ; Fallon  10647-10651;  Rev. 

0.105.  6c  2 C.  Fitzgerald 
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O’Brien , Mr.  Cornelius , m.p.  for  Clare— continued. 

2.  Evidence  testifying  to  the  High.  Character  of  Mr.  0’Brien,6pc. — continued. 

C.  Fitzgerald  11262-11276 Well-conducted  and  peaceable  character  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s 

tenants,  Morris  8412.  „ . , . , . ...  . 

Number  of  men  employed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  during  the  time  the  public  works  were  going 
on  • his  mode  of  payment:  conversation  witness  had  with  him  as  to  his  throwing  them  on 

the’  public  works,  Gamble  2433-2442.  2545-2562 Promise  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to 

ass'=t  the  tradesmen  who  were  his  tenants,  ib.  2685 Large  outlay  made  by  O’Brien  in 

the  improvement  of  his  estates,  Whitty  4457,  4458 Objects  to  which  Mr.  O’Brien 

chiefly  directed  his  attention;  works  which  he  chiefly  urged;  reasons  for  inferring  par- 
tiality, Gamble  6664-6674 Employment  and  assistance  Mr.  O’Brien  affords  to  other 

than  his  own  tenants ; acts  of  generosity  and  considerateness  attributed  to  him,  Fallon 
10684-10701 Extensive  employment  afforded  by  Mr.  O’Brien  on  his  estate;  improve- 

ments he  has  effected  ; his  praiseworthy  conduct  during  the  period  of  distress,  Rev.  Tim. 
Shannon  12037—12044. 

Attention  paid  bv  Mr.  O’Brien  to  public  officers.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11275 Strict- 

ness with  which  Mr.  O’Brien  complied  with  the  instructions  and  wishes  of  the  Govern- 
ment officers,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11973-11976 Assiduous  attention  paid  by  Mr. 

O’Brien  to  his  duties  as  a member  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  Higgins  13702-13704 

Efficient  support  and  co-operation  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  Board  of  Works 

throughout;  efforts  made  by  him  to  keep  the  committees  correct  in  their  dealings  with 
the  people,  ib.  14078,  14079. 

Evidence  as  to  disputes  witness  has  had  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  as  to  whether  a fear  of 
giving  offence  to  that  gentlemen  prevents  persons  from  coming  forward  to  give  evidence, 

Ney/an  7082-7154.  7185,7186 The  circumstance  of  any  officer  being  supposed  to  be 

obnoxious  to  Mr.  O’Brien  would  not  lead  to  his  personal  safety  being  endangered,  Morris 

8499 Considerable  influence  possessed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  with  the  people;  tendency 

of  any  opinion  expressed  by  him  to  convey  a strong  impression  against  the  Government 

officers,  J.  O'Brien,  m.  p.,”  9384-9387 General  high  character  of  Mr.  O’Brien; 

unlikelihood  of  his  oppressing  a man  for  saying  or  doing  anything  contrary  to  his 
wishes  or  feelings,  Calcott  9839. 


3.  Letters  addressed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  various  Individuals: 


Letter,  dated  23  October  1846,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  calling  upon  him 

to  commence  the  works,  Bv.  p.  120.  704 Letter,  dated  23  October  1846,  from  Mr. 

O’Brien  to  Mr.  Hill,  relative  to  the  immediate  commencement  of  the  works,  ib. p.  704 
Letter,  dated  1 November  1846,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  calling  his  atten- 
tion to  a resolution,  enclosed,  of  the  Liscannor  relief  committee,  ib.p.  374.  7°5 -Letter 

of  Mr.  Gamble  to  Mr.  O’Brien  in  reply,  dated  3 November  1846,  ib.  p.  374 -Further 

letter,  dated  4 November  1846,  addressed  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  enclosing 

another  resolution  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject,  ib.  p.  375.  705 -Letter,  dated 

,5  November  1846,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Captain  Wynne,  relating  to  the  Liscannor 

lists,  ib.  p.  100’ Letter,  dated  4 December  1846,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  J.  B. 

Knoxr,  editor  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  sending  correct  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the 

Ennistimon  extraordinary  presentment  sessions,  Walker  4031 Complaint  made  in  the 

note  of  the  incorrectness  of  a former  report;  grounds  thereof  explained  ; Mr.  O’Brien’s 

statements  rebutted  ; belief  that  the  report  was  correct,  ib.  4034-4061 Letter,  dated 

15  December  1846,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  the  editor  of  tlie  “ Clare  Journal,”  complaining 
of  the  incorrectness  of  a report  in  that  paper  of  the  investigation  at  Ennistimon  on 
10  December,  ib.  4078 Letter  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  20  December 

1846,  transmitting  resolutions  of  the  Liscannor  committee,  Bv.p.  711 Letter,  dated 

6 January  1847,  from  Mr.  O’Brien  to  Mr.  Gamble,  calling  upon  him  to  proceed  with  the 
cutting  of  Ardicrein  Hill,  ib.  p.  377 Letter  of  Mr.  Gamble  in  reply,  dated  7 January 

1847,  ib. Letter  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  dated  1 1 January  1847,  to  Mr.  Gamble,  transmitting 

further  resolutions  of  the  Liscannor  committee  of  10  January  1847,  ib. 

See  also  Absenteeism.  Aged  People.  Appointment  of  Officers.  Carhuduff 
Townland,  Coast  Guard.  Co-operation  of  Relief  Committees.  Corcomroe 
Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  II.  Ennistimon  Relief  Committee. 

Finucane,  Dr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Government,  The.  Implements,  2,  3. 

Inckiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions.  Labouchere’s,  Right  Hon. 

Henry,  Letter.  Landowners.  Liscannor  Relief  Committee.  Liscannor 

Relief  Lists.  Loans.  Members  for  Clare.  Millet  t,  Mr.  “Northern 

Whig,”  The.  Peasantry,  The.  Rent.  Seed.  Single  Men.  Stackpoole 
Dean.  Threatening  Notices.  Wynne,  Captain. 


O'Brien, Dennis.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Lives  at  Rannah,  Killispuglinane,  6765, 6766 

Received  a summons  to  attend  as  a witness  on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers, 

6767,  6768 Assistance  witness  has  afforded,  to  Mr.  Gamble  in  making  out  a list 

{vide  Q.  5041),  6769-6782 Denial  of  ever  having  impugned  the  correctness  ot  that 

list,  6783-6788 Specific  particulars  as  to  the  conversations  witness  has  had  with 

Mr.  Gamble,  and  the  information  he  has  given  that  gentleman  as  to  the  persons  on  the 

lists 
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O'Brien , Dennis.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

lists  as  respects  the  townland  of  Carhuduff,  6789-6817.  6943-6948 Circumstances 

connected  with  witness  being  summoned  to  attend  the  present  Committee,  and  his  feelin^ 
with  regard  to  giving  evidence ; examination  as  to  whether  any  improper  influence  has 
been  exerted  in  regard  thereto,  6818  et  seq. High  character  of  Mr.  O’Brien  for  kind- 
ness to  the  distressed  people  in  his  neighbourhood,  6900 Witness  applotted  the 

county  cess  for  the  townland  of  Carhuduff,  6912-6915. 

Evidence  as  to  Widow  Hynes,  the  first  name  on  the  list  (at  Q.  5041),  6916-6920. 6929- 

6938.  6949-6953.  6965-6969.  6983-6985 Size  of  the  townland ; quality  of  the  soil, 

6921-6929.  6939-6942 Evidence  as  to  other  names  on  the  before-mentioned  list; 

Widow,  and  Pat,  and  James  MacDunner,  and  Terence  MacDunuer,  6954-6957 As 

to  Paul  and  Michael  Tierney,  6958-6964.  6970-6975 Practice  prevailing  of  putting 

the  grown-up  sons  of  the  head  of  a family  upon  the  works  to  support  that  family,  6976- 
6978 — —Constant  changes  taking  place  in  the  people  occupying  the  land,  6979-6982 
— - — Evidence  ns  to  witness’s  knowledge  with  respect  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  townland 
of  Carhuduff,  6983-7000. 

O’Brien,  Captain  H.  H.  D.  Letter  of,  dated  27  February  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne, 
expressing  approval  of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev.  p.  142  and  App.  p.  797. 

O’Brien,  James.  Death  by  starvation  of  some  of  his  children,  Higgins  13321. 

O’Brien,  John,  m.p.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Member  for  Limerick,  9311 Was 

present  at  the  meeting  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon  on 

4 December,  9312 Has  read  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December,  9313 Is 

of  opinion  that  neither  the  conduct  nor  the  observations  of  the  Members  for  Clare  at  all 
warranted  the  very  strong  charge  (as  to  “ assassination”)  contained  therein;  and  that 
nothing  occurred  at  all  calculated  to  excite  the  people  to  personal  violence,  9314-9318. 

9326,  9327 Occasions  of  witness  interfering  to  prevent  impertinence  to  the  officers; 

never  had  an  idea  of  the  probability  of  personal  danger  to  them,  9315.  9345-9349 

Natural  warmth  and  earnestness  with  which  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  argued  in  favour  of 
his  opinions  as  to  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter,  9319-9321. 

Undue  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  people  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers’  of  the 
Board,  9322-9324 Difficulty  of  saying  whether  gentlemen  entertaining  strong  opi- 

nions should  be  prevented  stating  them  from  a possibility  of  exciting  the  feelings  of 

the  people,  9325 Censure  passed  on  the  officers  for  the  delay  that  took  place;  belief 

that  Captain  Wynne  was  not  failing  in  his  duty;  to  what  cause  the  delays  are  to  be 

traced,  9327-9330 The  language  of  gentlemen  in  the  condition  of  Mr.  O’Brien  was 

calculated  to  excite  the  people ; it  required,  however,  no  incentive  to  excite  them ; justi- 
fication of  Mr.  O’Brien,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  his  duty  to  stimulate  the  Government 
officers,  9331-9333-  9344-  9358-936°. 

Difference  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  officers  respecting  the  tillage  question;  doubts 

as  to  the  prudence  of  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  O’Brien  against  the  officers,  9334-9337 

Applause  and  disapprobation  expressed  by  the  people  in  the  body  of  the  court;  obser- 
vations addressed  to  the  court  generally  by  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  rest,  9339-9342 

Expediency  of  the  meeting  not  having  been  of  so  popular  a character,  9343,  9344. 

9361,9362 Number  of  persons  assembled  in  the  court;  period  duriug  which  the 

meeting  lasted ; collection  of  persons  outside ; communication  between  those  within  and 

those  without  the  court,  9350-9357 Approval  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government 

officers;  absence  of  any  undue  degree  of  warmth  or  want  of  courtesy,  9363-9366. 

Apprehension  felt  at  that  period  of  outrages  taking  place  if  employment  were  longer 
delayed  ; manner  in  which  they  were  expected  to  be  shown,  9367-9369.  9426,  9427 — - — 
The  Government  officers  were  not  in  jeopardy,  9370,  9371.  9376— —Threatening  notice 
served  upon  Captain  Wynne;  strong  sentiment  of  indignation  manifested  by  the  gentle- 
men in  court  on  its  being  produced;  subscription  entered  into  for  a reward  for  the  dis- 
covery of  the  offender,  9372-9375 Attack  made  on  Hennessy;  supposed  cause  thereof, 

9376-9378-  9392-9395 Possibility  of  the  people  viewing  the  Government  officers 

with  increased  antipathy  if  taught  by  those  in  authority  that  the  officers  were  not  doing_ 

their  duty,  9379,  9380 General  prevalence  of  the  dissatisfaction  at  the  absence  of 

employment;  directed  against  both  the  gentry  and  the  Government  and  its  officers, 
9381-9383. 

Considerable  influence  possessed  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  with  the  people  ; tendency 
of  any  opinion  expressed  by  him  to  convey  a strong  impression  against  the  Government 
officers,  9384-9387 Witness  is  not  aware  whether  any  of  Captain  Wynne’s  observa- 
tions were  cheered,  9388 Does  not  recollect  his  complaining  of  persons  in  comforta- 

ble circumstances  being  placed  on  the  list  to  the  exclusion  of  the  destitute  ; he  may 

have  done  so,  9389-9391 Reiteration  of  the  opinion  already  expressed  as  to  the 

passage  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December  being  unwarranted  ; opinion  that 
certain  passages  were  unfounded,  and  that  Major  Macnamara  was  justified  in  bringing 

forward  his  complaints  against  Mr.  Miilett,  9396-94°5 Dissatisfaction  reiiriug  to  a 

private  room  would  have  created  in  the  minds  of  the  people;  requirement  of  the  statute 
that  the  presentment  sessions  should  be  held  in  open  court,  9406-9414. 

0.105.  603  Justification 
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O'Brien,  John,  m.  p.  (Analysis  of  Ills  Evidence)— continued. 

Justification  of  the  complaints  brought  forward  at  the  sessions  against  the  officers. 


and  of  the  manner  and  temper  in  which  those  representations  were  made  by  the 
Members  for  Clare,  on  the  principle  that  if  perfect  indifference  had  been  shown  to  the 

sufferings  of  the  people  there  was  no  answering  lor  the  consequences,  9415-9425 

Threatening  ,u,tices  arc  frequently  served  upon  parties  without  being  intended  10  be 
carried  ini<? effect;  they  are  calculated  10  excite  apprehension  and  uneasiness;  practice 
charged  against  the  police  of  getting  persons  to  serve  these  notices,  9428-9439. 

View  that  witness  took  of  the  question  of  presentments  for  tillage,  9441-9443 

Mr  O’Brien’s  stating  in  public  that  the  officers  were  the  means  of  keeping  the  people 
off  the  works  would  tend  to  c-xasperate  them;  he  was  warranted  m stating  that  if  it  were 

his  opinion  0444 Passage  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter  of  5 December  referring  to  the 

support  received  from  witness  and  Archdeacon  Whitty,  and  stating  « that  they  were  not 
free  and  dare  not  utter  their  leal  sentiments;”  witness  lelt  no  such  apprehension,  9445 

^Testimony  to  the  courtesy  and  apparent  zeal  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble; 

difficulties  with  which  they  had  to  contend  ; inability  of  witness  to  speak  as  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  their  proceedings,  9446-9453 Complaint,  (not  limited  to  the  district  ot 

Clare)  that  there  is  a very  small  equivalent  of  permanent  advantage  given  to  the  country 
forthe  expenditure  which  took  place  on  the  public  works;  from  what  causes  this  may  be 
considered  to  arise,  9454-9459-  9466- 

High  characters  of  both  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  9460-9465  -Witness 


himself  cave  a good  deal  of  employment ; is  not  personally  cognizant  of  any  other  land- 
lord doing  the  like,  9466-9469 -Witness  was  present  at  a meetingat  Lnmstimon  on 


ie  October,  when  Lieutenant  Baillie  was  in  attendance;  Archdeacon  Whitty  was  in  the 
chair;  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  were  present,  9470-9473  Particulars  of 
what  took  place  on  that  occasion;  suggestion  made  by  witness  to  Lieutenant  Hail  lie  to 
take  the  application  for  labour  as  a test  of  destitution  and  to  select  by  lot  or  by  ballot; 
modification  of  that  opinion  circumstances  have  induced  witness  to  make,  9474“9477' 
Fears  of  an  outbreak  entertained  if  employment  were  not  given,  9475.  9483-9480 
Paragraph  in  Lieutenant  Baillie’s  letter  describing  that  meeting,  alluding  to  a guarantee 
being  given  to  him  to  induce  him  to  commence  the  works  ; witness  joined  therein ; the 

matter  however  dropped,  9478-9480 Correctness  of  Lieutenant  Baillie  s account  ot 

the  meeting;  it  was  a scene  ot  great  excitement  and  anxiety  rather  than  ot  violence, 

0481,  9482- Passage  in  this  letter  relating  to  Major  Macnamara’s  allegation  as  to 

‘‘  jobbing;”  feeling  of  the  people  that  a considerable  portion  of  the  money  raised  for  the 
relief  of° the  poor  was  expended  in  the  expensive  machinery  of  the  staff,  9487-949°- 
Complaints  made  of  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  staff  getting  places  by  illegal  means ; 

they  were  not  proved,  9491,  9492 Disappointment  created  by  the  Board’s  officers  not 

commencing  works  on  the  appointed  days,  9493 Complaints  of  task-work,  not  being 

measured,  9494 And  of  delays  in  ‘payment,  9495 In  some  cases  well  founded, 

040$ Belief  that  such  a state  of  things  was  produced  by  the  great  difficulty  m which 

the  officers  were  placed,  9497,  9498 Committees  of  which  witness  was  a member ; 

his  attendance  thereat;  communication  he  has  had  with  the  Board  of  Works, 9499"95l5- 

9520-9522 Extensive  character  of  the  works  at  the  river  Fergus;  amount  proposed 

to  be  expended;  causes  of  the  delay,  9516-9519. 


Passage  in  letter  of  Captain  Wynne  to  Colonel  Jones,  of  5 November, ^in  whmlr  Jie 


passage  in  leuei  ui  oupwin  ^ 0 . , 

states  it  to  be  a principle  asserted  by  the  gentry,  “ that  as  the  money  will  be  ultimately 
paid  by  them  they  have  a right  to  gel  a portion  of  it  through  the  medium  ot  tneir 
tenants;”  read  disclaimer  of  ever  having  enunciated  such  a proposition;  principle 
witness  did  actually  advance  in  a conversation  lie  had  with  Captain  Wynne,  9523-9532. 

9545-9548 Persons  having  land  and  cows  were  put  upon  the  lists;  several  tenants 

of  witness;  great  difficulty  of  drawing  a line  between  the  mere  labourer  in  a state  01 

destitution  and  the  man  verging  towards  it,  9533-9536-  9543 Great  pressure  an 

clamour  on  the  part  of  the  people,  9537 How  far  such  pressure  originated  with  those 

in  comfortable  circumstances,  9538 Meaning  of  the  term  “comfortable  circum- 
stances ; ” the  occupation  of  land  no  test  thereof,  9539“9542 Frauds  and  misrepre- 

sentation practised  by  llie  people,  9544. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  John.  Speech  made  by  him  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions, 
at  Ennistimon,  4 December  1846,  Wynne  887,  888. 

See  also  Ennistimon  Relief  Committee , 2. 


O’Brien,  John  Stacpole.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Land  agent,  8062.  8313  " 

tended  as  a magistrate  at  the  Ennistimon  session  on  4 December  1846;  Major  Macna- 


1 in  the  chair;  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  and  other  persons  present,  8063-8069 
les  of  the  Government  officers  present,  8070 Circumstances  connected  wi  t 


mara  1 

Names  of  the  Government  officers  present,  8070  . . 

Major  Macnamara  calling  attention  to  Mr.  Millett’s  conduct;  result,  in  a time  being, 
fixed  to  hold  an  investigation,  8071-8075 Statement  made  by  Captain  Wynne  o 


his  having  received  complaints  of  partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Ennisiimon  committee; 
,n™Urolinn  z-vf  tka*  einlpmenf  kv  n man  nnmed  Halloran  : iO  whom  tllis  WBS  addresse  , 


corroboration  of  that  statement  by  a man  named  Halloran  ; 
8076-8079. 


Complaint. 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


O'Brien,  John  Stacpole.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Complaint  made  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  of  the  report  in  the  “ Clare  Journal”  of 
the  meeting  at  Corofin  of  30  November  previously;  passages  therein  he  objected  to, 
8080-80S3 His  denial  of  Captain  Wynne’s  light  to  interfere  at  presentment  ses- 
sions, 8084 Views  urged  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  as  to  the  employment  of  the  people  on 

cultivation  and  the  improvement  of  their  holdings  ; general  unanimity  of  the  meeting  in 
favour  of  those  views;  construction  put  upon  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  by  Mr.  O’Brien, 

8085-8095 Question  put  from  the  chair;  number  of  dissentient  and  affirmative 

voices  ; dissent  expressed  by  the  Government  officers ; their  refusal  to  sign  the  present- 
ment, 8096-8105. 

Witness  was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  meeting ; heard  nothing  expressed  by 
either  Major  Macnamara  or  Mr.  O’Brien  calculated  to  excite  the  people,  or  to  lead 

them  to  commit  personal  violence  upon  the  Government  officers,  8106-8108 Appeal 

made  to  the  people  by  Captain  Wynne;  this  not  likely  to  create  excitement,  S109- 

8111 Objection  to  the  passage  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter,  dated  5 December 

1846,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  two  county  Members,  as  tending  to  imperil  the 
safety  of  the  officers;  total  absence  of  anything  in  the  least  degree  approaching  to  con- 
duct deserving  such  a description,  8111-8122 Peaceful  state  of  the  western  part  of 

the  county;  excitement  prevailing  in  the  eastern  part,  8123-8125.8147-8157.8201- 
8207 Great  influence  possessed  by  the  Members  for  Clare  with  the  people,  8126- 

8131- 


Absence  of  any  thing  approaching  to  undue  warmth  of  language  in  the  discussion  on  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter,  or  of  anything  disrespectful  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 

of  Works,  8132-8136 Class  of  people  of  which  the  crowd  in  the  court  was  composed; 

their  quiet  conduct;  little  shouting,  8137-8140 Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien’s  observa- 

tions were  not  addressed  to  the  crowd,  but  to  tile  cess-payers  and  magistrates,  and  Go- 
vernment officers;  no  expressions  of  assent  or  dissent  escaped  the  people,  8141-8146 

Absence  of  any  occasion  for  the  Government  officers  going  armed,  8147-8157. 

8184-8192 Opinion  that  the  officers  received  the  co-operation  of  the  gentry  of  the 

county,  8158-8166 Number  of  persons  composing  the  crowd  in  the  court-house  at 

Ennisticnon,  8167. 


Witness’s  own  relief  committee  was  Ennis ; the  same  matter  of  discussion  did  not 

arise  there;  no  dispute  or  controversy  took  place  with  the  officers,  8168-8178 

Statement  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  that  he  himself  preferred  no 

complaint  against  Mr.  Millett,  8179-8181 Witness  never  heard  till  this  moment  of 

Mr.  Millett  being  stopped  in  the  streets,  8182,  8183 Numerous  and  very  destitute 

population  of  West  Clare;  facilities  for  the  cultivation  of  the  potato,  the  sole  sub- 
sistence of  the  poorer  classes ; great  distress  consequent  on  the  failure  of  the  crop, 

8193-8197 Great  extent  to  which  the  small  occupiers  suffered  from  this  cause, 

8198-8200 Peaceable  conduct  of  the  people  notwithstanding,  8201-8207. 

Witness  is  agent  to  a considerable  property  in  Clare;  was  agent  under  the  Court 

of  Chancery  for  the  Stackpoole  estate,  8208,  8209 Is  not  aware  whether  he 

received  rent  from  any  of  those  employed  on  the  works;  stringency  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  in  calling  for  rent;  conceives  a person,  though  paying  rent,  is  still 

deserving' of  being  on  the  works,  8210-8217.  8222,8223 The  same  rule  should 

apply  to  the  tenants  of  other  landlords,  8218-8221 Many  persons  possessing  ten 

or  fifteen  acres  of  land  and  a cow  might  be  still  in  such  distress  as  to  be  fit  objects  to 

be  put  on  the  works,  8224 Incorrectness  of  the  poor  law  valuation,  both  as  to 

the  value  and  the  names  of  the  ratepayers;  complaints  made  of  it ; in  what  districts, 

8225-8230 Authorities  by  whom  the  valuation  was  made  ; power  of  appeal  against 

it,  8231,  8232 Its  incorrectness  as  to  the  letting  value ; indifference  ot  both 

landlord  and  tenant  as  to  availing  themselves  of  the  right  of  appeal,  8233-8248. 

Witness  has  heard  of  comfortable  people  being  put  upon  the  lists;  is  not  per- 
sonally aware  of  it;  evidence  more  particularly  with  relerence  to  the  Stack  pooie 
property,  of  which  witness  is  agent  (this  is  quite  different  from  Dean  btackpoole  s 

property),  8250-8274 Applications  made  to  witness  for  letters  to  get  employment 

on  the  works;  circumstances  he  took  into  consideration  in  acceding  to  these  requests, 
8274-8200 Witness  has  occasionally  attended  to  the  lists  at  the  Ennis  commit- 
tee, 8201,  8202 The  neglect  of  revision  one  cause  of  the  incorrectness  ot  the 

poor  law  valuation;  to  whom  the  fault  of  such  neglect  is  to  be  imputed,  8293 

8298 Practice  in  the  district  for  two  or  three  heads  of  families,  each  having 

children,  to  live  together  in  the  same  house,  8299. 

Extent  to  which  the  registry  of  freeholders  is  a fair  test  of  the  qualification  of 

the  parties  thereon,  8300-8307 Opinion  that  it  would  be  unaavisable  and  unjust 

both  to  landlord  and  tenant  to  compel  small  fanners  to  dispose  of  then  stock  or  et 
quit  of  their  land  before  being  placed  on  the  works;  leaning  of  the  rehef  commit- 
tees in  this  direction,  8308-8323 Peered  during  which  witness  has  known  the 

Members  for  Clare  ; testimony  to  their  anxiety  to  preserve  the  peace  of  tile  counts, 

8324-8328 Witness  attended  only  the  Ennis  committee,  o33t-®333- 

. O'Brien, 

0.105.  004 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


O’Brien,  Mr.  J.  Stacpole.  Large  extent  of  employment  afforded  by  him,  Calcotl  9845- 

985°- 

O’Brien  Sir  Lucius.  Communication  had  by  witness  with  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  and  Colonel 
Vandeleur  as  to  the  re-formation  of  ihe  relief  committees,  Wynne . 509-5 1 3 Sir 

Lucius  O’Brien  did  not  join  in  the  opposition  to  the  Government,  FisJibourne  5455 

Letter  of  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  to  Captain  Wvnne,  dated  ] 1 March  1847,  expressing 
approval  of  his  conduct  as  inspecting  officer,  Ev.p.  140;  and  App.  p.  794. 

O'  fochlin Particulars  as  to  this  man,  both  deaf  and  dumb ; explanation  respecting  a 

note  written  by  tire  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  on  on  March  1847,  requiring  him  to  be  put  to 
work,  Gordon  3400.  3640-3652  ; Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  11899-11906;  App.  p.  785. 

O’Loghlan,  Mr.  Was  chairman  of  the  Corofin  relief  committee,  Burton  3904.  3951- 
3955- 

O’ZoughUn,  Pat.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Neylan  7049. 

Opposition  to  the  Government.  See  Co-operation  of  Relief  Committees. 

Outrages.  The  stoppage  of  the  works  always  accompanied  outrage ; it  was  done  by  way 

of  warning,  Wynne  liSo,  1983 Passage  in  letter  of  witness  (inspecting  officer  , dated 

1-  March  1847,  to  tile  effect,  “ that  distress  was  not  the  real  cause  of  not ; belief  that 
the  cause  was  the  desire  to  keep  up  the  abuses  prevailing,  FlsUourne  5447.  6448- 
Belief  also  that  that  desire,  and  the  opposition  to  Ihe  Government,  was  strength- 
ened by  the  conduct  of  the  resident  proprietors,  ti,  5449.  5450  T0™'!  “**  °,f 

landed  proprietors  to  which  this  operation  of  public  feeling  may  be  nth , bated  ti. 

4441-4449  3486,  5457. Extracts  from  letter  written  by  witness  to  Mr.  Walker, 

dated  21  October  1846,  referring  to  acts  of  violence  committed  by -the  peasantry  at 

Latoon  and  elsewhere,  HiM  7842-7845 Further  letter  addressed  by  witness  to  Mr. 

Walker,  dated  30  October  1846,  on  the  same  subject,  and  referring  to  an  outrage 
committed  on  Mr.  Mahon;  opinion  therein  expressed  that  stopping  the  works  to 
any  considerable  extent  would  lead  to  an  immediate  insurrection,  lb.  7846-7850. 

See  Co-operation  of  Relief  Committees.  Intimidation.  State  of  the  Country. 

Stoppage  of  the  Works.  Threatening  Notices. 

Overseers.  Duties  of  an  overseer  under  the  Board  of  Works,  Lynch  5901— -Benefit 
resulting  to  the  country  from  Mr.  Gamble  bringing  in  strange  overseers,  Bill  7829, 
7890 — —Copy  of  short  instructions  for  overseers  for  making  and  improving  roaas, 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Gamble,  engineer-in-chief  for  West  Clare,  Ev.  p.  22. 


P. 

Parish  Superintendents.  Duties  of  the  office,  Minin ley  6044-6047.  6049. 

Parker,  Mr.  J.  Statement  referred  to  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Parker,  dated  7 April  1847,  as 
to  copies  of  presentments  made  at  the  extraordinary  sessions  held  at  Corofin,  on  30  No- 
vember, and  Ennisiimon,  on  4 December  1846,  not  having  been  received  by  the  Under- 
Secretary,  Ev.  p.  732. 

Pasture  Land.  Large  extent  of  pasture  land  in  Clare,  Fishbourne  5462. 

Pat,  Thomas  Kelly.  The  case  of  this  man  cited  as  proving  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
information  as  to  the  circumstances  of  applicants,  Gordon  3277-3279. 

Fay-Clerics.  Irregularities  in  payment  at  first,  owing  to  the  insufficient  number  of 

paymasters;  increase  made  in  their  number,  Gamble  2174 Period  of  the  pay-clei 

being  first  appointed  ; their  duties,  ib.  2287-2290. 

Pay  Sheets.  Disposal  of  the  pay-sheets  on  leaving  the  hands  of  the  local  engineer, 
Gamble  2291-2293 Great  difficulty  experienced  in  checking  the  pay-sheets;  consi- 

derable demand  on  witness's  time,  extending  even  to  the  Sabbath-day,  this  was  necessaty 
to  ensure  regularity  of  payment,  John  Fitzgerald  11641-11645. 

Payment  of  Wages.  Irregularities  at  first  in  the  payments,  owing  to  irregularities  amongst 

the  pay-clerks,  Wynne  61.  316 -Infjequency  of  payment  being  delayed  for  any  lengt 

of  time,  ib.  316 Passages  in  witness’s  letter  of  5 November  1846,  adverting  to  tne 

want  of  punctuality  in  payment  of  wages,  and  the  causes  thereof,  ib.  361-365-  —Com- 
plaints made  by  the  people  at  the  commencement  of  the  works  of  the  irregularities  in 
payment;  measures  taken  to  prevent  their  recurrence;  plan  pursued  explained,  (jafnb'e 

2172-2175 Few  complaints  made  by  the  gentry  on  this  head ; complaints  made  oy 

committees  on  which  the  Members  for  Clare  sat,  ib.  2176-2180 Difficulties  attending 

the  payments;  inconvenience  of  irregularity  to  a starving  people,  ib.  2181-2103 
Delay  occasionally  in  the  payment;  general  satisfaction  of  the  people  with  the  pay- 
ment, Whitty  4208,  4209- Witness  (newspaper  reporter)  heard  some  complaints 
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Payment  of  Wages — continued. 

non-payment  of  the  labourers  in  Clare,  but  more  in  Galway,  Russell  5533 The  pay- 

ments in  the  barony  of  Inlands  were  generally  regular;  cause  of  exceptions,  John  Fitz- 
gerald 6182,6183 Complaints  of  delays  inpayment,  J.  O’Brien,  m.  P.,  9495,  9496 

'The  men  put  on  the  works  by  the  Killilagh  and  other  committees  with  which 

witness  was  connected,  were  regularly  checked  and  paid,  Fallon  10473. 

See  also  Government  Officers.  Pay-Clerks. 


Peasantry,  The.  Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  19  December  1846,  expressing  absence  of 
apprehension,  “ except  the  people  act  under  the  influence  of  persons  whose  interests 

would  be  advanced  by  witness’s  withdrawal  from  the  country,”  Wynne  1246 Witness 

believes  that  he  was  popular  among  the  lower  classes,  and  that  they  would  have  pro- 
tected him  from  injury,  ib. Desire  evinced  by  the  people  to  be  employed  upon  the 

public  works;  how  far  this  was  fostered  by  the  conduct  of  the  relief  committees. 

Gamble  2427 The  peasantry  considered  the  money  paid  for  the  relief  works  to  be 

a means  of  support  rather  than  as  a remuneration  for  labour;  any  regulation  for  getting 
a proper  quantity  of  labour  was  felt  to  be  against  their  interests,  Hill  7790.  7833-7836 

Support  and  encouragement  given  to  the  peasantry  by  the  course  taken  by  Mr. 

O’Brien  and  the  gentry,  against  the  Government  officers,  ib.  7790-7824 Belief  that 

the  people  of  the  district  were  not  hostile  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and 
that  the  feeling  of  irritation  was  directed  rather  against  the  committees  than  the 

officers,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9048-9050 Undue  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  people 

against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  J.  O'Brien,  m.p.,  9322-9324 Difficulty  of  saying 

whether  gentlemen  entertaining  strong  opinions  should  be  prevented  stating  them, 

from  a possibility  of  exciting  the  feelings  of  the  people,  ib.  9325 Possibility  of 

the  people  viewing  the  Government  officers  with  increased  antipathy  if  taught  by  those 
in  authority  that  the  officers  were  not  doing  their  duty,  ib.  9379,  9380 General  pre- 

valence of  dissatisfaction,  directed  against  both  the  gentry  and  the  Government,  and 

its  officers,  ib.. 9381-9383 Great  pressure  and  clamour  on  the  part  of  the  people, 

ib.  9537 How  far  such  pressure  originated  with  those  in  comfortable  circumstances, 

ib.  9538 Idea  entertained  by  the  people  that  they  would  get  assistance  from  the 

Government  either  by  seed  or  employment  in  tillage,  CuUitum  10227. 

See  also  Evidence.  Idleness  of  the  People.  Intimidation.  Outrages.  State 
of  the  Country.  Task- Work. 


Pensioners.  Great  number  of  pensioners  put  on  the  works  by  the  Ennis  relief  committee  ; 
witness  removed  them  ; reasons  assigned  by  the  committee  for  taking  that  course,  Wynne 
7531-7534 Class  of  pensioners  that  were  permitted  to  remain  on,  ib.  7535 State- 

ment of  Captain  Wynne  that  on  one  road  there  were  fifty  pensioners ; actual  number 
proved  on  investigation  by  Mr.  M'Mahon,  Cullinam  9978-9990. 

Petty,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Civil  engineer;  has  resided  in  county  Clare  for 
the  last  three  years;  employed  by  the  Board  of  Works  since  June  1846;  5711-5718 

Disturbed  state  of  the  county  during  the  last  six  months  ; destitution  the  only  cause, 

571  g}  5720 Produces  lists  received  from  the  Corofin  committee  ; date  of  their  receipt, 

5721-5733 Witness’s  duties,  5731 Detailed  particulars  as  to  the  cases  of  indi- 
viduals in  comfortable  circumstance  on  the  lists,  5734-5777 Date  ot  these  inquiries 

being  made;  by  whom  ordered,  5756-5759 Direction  given  by  Captain  Wynne  to 

make  out  a list  of  persons  in  comfortable  circumstances ; date  of  this  order  being  given, 

5778-5784.  p t A 

Date  of  the  first  order  of  Government  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  ot  men  on  the 

works,  5785 Directions  given  under  that  order  by  Captain  Eishboume  for  inquiry  to 

be  made,  5786-5793 On  account  of  the  great  pressure,  many  persons  were  put  on 

the  works  without  labour  lists,  5794 Witness  does  pot  recollect  refusing  to  employ 

any  on  the  ground  of  their  not  being  in  a state  of  destitution,  5795“  Does  not  know 
the  time  exactly  that  Captain  Wynne  came  into  the  county,  5796 — -Occasion  ot  the 
Captain  addressing  the  people  at  Corofin,  and  censuring  witnes  sfordismissmg  person  shorn 
the  works;  those  persons  were  reinstated  until  the  revision  of  the  lists ; motives  of  Captain 
Wynne,  5797"5820.  5837-5848*.  5»63,  5864.  5882-5S85.  5891— Complamt  witness 

made  to  Mr.  Gamble  of  the  censure  passed  upon  him,  5821-5826 Some  of  the  per- 

sons  so  reinstated  Here  removed  by  the  committee  upon  a revision  taking  place , tins 
revision  would  not  have  been  effected  but  for  Captain  Wynne,  5827*  5°2  - 

The  committee  made  no  complaint  of  persons  being  kept  on  the  works  after  the  lists 

had  been  revised,  5829,  5830 Complaint  made  as  tothenon-m^ 

work;  resolution  passed;  foundation  of  the  complaint,  5831-0836  Ihreatenin0 
notice  directed  against  witness  posted  on  the  Corofin  court-house  , on  15  c0 
he  considered  it  necessary,  for  the  safety  of  his  life,  to  go  armed  afterwards,  5844-5854 

Violence  offered  to  witness  subsequently,  5855-5861.  5865-5870  aus 

which  the  ill-feeling  existing  against  the  Board’s  officers  may  be  traced,  58  2 
Assault  committed  on  a strange  overseer,  of  the  name  of  Harrington;  reason  o 

being  obnoxious  to  the  people,  5871-5881.  5892-5898 Number  of  men  struck 

0.105.  6 D 
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Petty , John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

the  works  on  the  first  revision  of  the  Corofin  lists;  number  reinstated,  5886-5890 

Witness  always  received  support  and  encouragement  from  Captain  Wynne  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duties,  5891. 

[Second  Examination.] — Further  evidence  as  to  the  number  of  persons  struck  off  the 
Corofin  lists  by  the  revision  required  by  Captain  Wynne  ; number  subsequently  replaced; 

whether  the  same  persons,  6438-6444 Comparative  number  on  the  lists  in  November 

1846  and  February  1847;  6445-6449. 

Petty,  Mr.  Reasons  which  compelled  Mr.  Petty  to  put  persons  on  the  works  without  the 

labour  lists,  Gamble  6588' Danger  of  his  life  in  which  Mr.  Petty  was  placed ; causes 

thereof,  Hill  7831,7832.  7837-7841 Letter  from  Mr.  Petty  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated 

3 March  1847,  detailing  acts  of  intimidation  offered  to  him,  App.  p.  805. 

Pi<rs.  Small  number  of  pigs  now,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12009,  12010 Remarks  in  the 

Morning  Chronicle”  of  17  December  1846,  relative  to  the  disappearance  of  pigs  and 
dogs  throughout  the  country,  Ev.  p.  322,  and  App.  p.  851. 

Poor-law  Valuation.  The  difference  between  the  valuation  of  1841  and  a valuation  made 
in  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  would  be  considerable,  Gordon  3230-3239.  3262- 

0270 -How  far  the  poor-law  valuations  are  to  be  relied  upon  in  inquiring  into  the 

circumstances  of  persons  claiming  relief,  ib.  6294-6298 Incorrectness  of  the  poor- 

law  valuation  both  as  to  the  value  and  the  names  of  the  ratepayers;  complaints  made 

of  it-  in  what  districts,  J.  S.  O’Brien  8225-8230 Authorities  by  whom  the  valuation 

was  made ; power  of  appeal  against  it,  ib.  8231,  8232 Its  incorrectness  as  to  the 

letting  value ; indifference  of  both  landlord  and  tenant  as  to  availing  themselves  of  the 

right  of  appeal,  ib.  8233-8248 The  neglect  of  revision  one  cause  of  the  incorrectness 

of  the  poor-law  valuation;  to  whom  such  neglect  is  to  be  imputed,  ib.  8293-8298 

Incorrectness  of  the  poor-law  valuation;  how  far  to  be  attributed  to  present 

circumstances  of  distress  ; attempt  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  effect  a revision 
Dr.  J.  Shannon  9261-9279.  9285-9290 The  poor-law  rating  no  test  of  the  destitu- 

tion or  comfort  of  the  persons  rated;  superiority  of  the  tithe  valuation  of  1825,  Rev. 
C.  Fitzgerald  11224-11226. 

Poorer  Classes.  See  Peasantry,  The. 

Population.  Amount  of  the  population  of  the  county  Clare,  as  stated  in  the  “ Morning 

Chronicle,”  of  14  December  1846,  Ev.  p.  319,  and  App.  p.848 Dense  and  poor 

population  on  the  sea  coast  of  Clare,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9148*  9J49- 

Potato  Land.  Rate  per  acre  at  which  potato  land  is  let  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennis, 
Gordon  3238. 

Presentments.  Formal  channel  through  which  the  presentment  is  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  Wynne  965-968 Practice  of  the  presentment  sessions  as  to  making  pre- 
sentments ; general  neglect  of  duty  prevailing,  Gamble  2244,  2245- Total  amount 

presented  for  by  the  different  presentment  sessions  of  West  Clare;  amount  of  the 
poor-law  valuation;  excessive  amount  of  the  presentments;  want  of  co-operation 

with  the  Board  evinced  on  this  point,  ib.  2370-2382.  2400-2411— Complaint  against 

the  landowners  of  passing  large  presentments,  and  then  throwing  the  whole  of  the 
population,  including  the  labourers  and  tenants,  on  the  Government  for  support,  ib. 

2400-2411.  2415-2427 Course  taken  after  a presentment  was  made;  delay  to  a 

certain  extent  necessarily  involved,  ib.  2412 Probable  feeling  of  the  resident  pro- 

prietors, that  as  the  number  of  absentees  was  very  great,  the  labourers  should  be  placed 

on  ODe  general  fund,  to  which  all  should  contribute  alike,  ib.  2414-2423 Discretion 

vested  in  Government  to  review  and  strike  off  any  part  of  a presentment  after  it  had 
been  made  by  the  sessions.  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12682. 

See  also  Commencement  of  Works. 

Presentment  Sessions.  Freedom  of  discussion  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  appertain- 
ing to  presentment  sessions,  Rep.  p.  iv Right  of  the  people  by  law  as  well  as  custom 

to  be  present  at  the  sessions;  serious  consequences  any  attempt  to  exclude  them  would 

have  produced,  ib. Practice  obtaining  at  the  ordinary  presentment  sessions  to  permit 

persons  not  authorized  by  law  to  take  part  in  the  discussion.  Burton  3889. 

See  also  Barren  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions.  Corcomroe  Extraordinary 
Presentment  Sessions.  Inchiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions. 

Proceedings  of  the  Committee,  Rep.p.  viii. 

Protestant  Clergy.  See  Clergy. 

jProvisions.  Great  scarcity  of  provisions  throughout  the  county  Clare ; doubts  whether 
the  people  had  food  enough  to  enable  them  to  do  a fair  day’s  work,  Wynne  66-68- 
Tendency  of  the  large  expenditure  caused  by  the  extensive  employment  that  was  given, 

to  raise  the  price  of  provisions,  Fishbourne  5444 No  food  was  brought  into  the 

country  by  the  Ennistimon  committee  until  latterly,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9219-9221. 
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Public  Meetings.  Great  confusion,  talking,  and  noise,  a characteristic  of  meetings  in 
Ireland}  decidedly  so  in  Clare,  Whitty  4116-4118. See  also  Reporting. 

Public  Works.  Considerable  benefit  accruing  to  the  public  from  the  works;  not  so  much 

as  might  be  expected  from  such  a vast  outlay  of  money,  Whitty  4359 No  exertions 

were  made  to  relieve  the  distress,  except  through  the  public  works.  Dr.  J.  Shannon  92122 

. Complaint  that  there  is  a very  small  equivalent  of  permanent  advantage  given  to 

the  country  for  the  expenditure  which  has  taken  place;  from  what  causes  this  may  be 
considered  to  arise,  J.  O’Brien,  u.v.,  9454-9459.  9466. 

See  also  Commencement  of  Works. 


Q. 

Quin , Martin.  Evidence  as  to  his  case,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12323. 

Quin,  Rev.  Mr.,  p.p.  Charge  brought  against  Mr.  Quin  of  preferring  the  claims  of  those 
who  paid  their  dues  best;  case  of  a poor  stranger  being  refused  employment,  Wynne 

421-428 Denial  by  witness  of  ever  having  used  strong  and  offensive  language  to  the 

Rev.  Mr.  Quin,  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch,  or  to  anybody  else,  ib.  7483-7488 Particulars  as  to 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Quin  making  out  a census  of  the  parish  of  Inagh,  and  giving  it  to  Mr. 
M'Bride,  with  the  names  of  those  that  ought  to  be  employed,  Cullinam  10151-10157. 


R. 


Rates  and  Taxes.  State  of  the  law  as  to  the  landlord  and  tenant  paying  their  proportions  of 
rates,  Gordon  6263 Cases  in  which  the  landlord  pays  rates  for  the  tenant,  ib.  6418. 

Raughan  (or  Rowan),  Matthew.  Charge  against  this  man,  a steward,  of  putting  persons 
on  the  works  without  the  sanction  of  the  committee,  Cullinam  9960  et  seq. 

Redington,  Mr.  T.  N.  Letter,  dated  23  October  1846,  to  the  Board  of  Works,  directing 
their  attention  to  the  class  of  persons  whose  tenements  are  valued  at  6 1.  and  upwards 

per  annum,  being  on  the  relief  works,  Ev.  p.  164 Letters  dated  respectively  4 and 

7 December  1846,  from  Mr.  Redington  to  the  secretary  of  the  grand  jury,  county 
Clare,  relating  to  the  presentments  made  at  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  held 
at  Corofin  on  30th  November  1846,  ib.  p.  732. 

Reduction  of  Lists  (Order  of  12th  March  1847).  See  Instructions.  KilUlagh  Relief 
Lists.  Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  III.  Relief  (or  Labour)  Lists,  5. 

Reidy,  Widow-.  Particulars  as  to  her  case,  Neylan  7244  et  seq. ; Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12020. 

Registry  of  Applicants.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  the  registry  of 
applicants  for  relief,  Ev.  p.  39. 

See  also  Relief  (or  Labour)  Lists,  2. 

Registry  of  Freeholders.  Extent  to  which  the  registry  of  freeholders  is  a test  of  the 
circumstances  of  parties  thereon,  J.  S.  O’Brien  8300—8307. 


Relief  Committees: 

1.  Constitution  and  Duties  of  Committees. 

2.  Examination  into  the  Irregularities  stated  to  prevail  in  their  Working. 


1.  Constitution  and  Duties  of  Committees  : 

Humber  of  relief  committees  in  the  county  Clare;  number  with  which  the  members 

for  Clare  were  connected,  Wynne  154-170-  C04-031 Rel'rf  pre™usly  given  by  the 

Boards  or  the  gentry  meeting  together,  Fallon  10589,  10290. 

Mode  of  appointment  of  the  committees,  Wynne  201-205-  Fluctuations  in  the 
number  and  in  their  attendance,  ib.  206-215— Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Works  as  to  the  constitution  of  relief  committees,  El).  p.  38  Acts  of  Parliament 
and  other  papers  supplied  for  the  guidance  of  committees,  ib.  p.  39— Au'honqr  by 
whom  the  relief  committees  were  constituted,  and  the  members  appointed  limited 
means  of  selection  of  members,  FUUonme  5296-5298- — Status  in,  society  of  the 
gentlemen  who  attended  the  committees;  names  of  several  not  joining  m the  ' 

on  Government,  ib.  5454,  5455 Composition, of  committees,  impossibility  of  any 

one  of  the  commiltee  or  of  the  chairman  exercising  fall  control  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee,  Morris  8461-8465. 

The  revision  of  the  lists  is  the  sole  legitimate  duty  of  relief  committees  in  eonnenon 

with  the  inspecting  officer,  Wynne  173 The  relief  committee-men ^were  he  m»t 

capable  of  knowinl  the  condition  of  persons  put  on  or  excluded  from  the  huts  the 
responsibility  of  putting  on  improper  persons  would  rest  with  them.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald 

11227-11231,  2 Examination 

G.105.  002 
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Relief  Committees— continued. 

2.  Examination  into  the  Irregularities  stated  to  prevail  in  their  Working  ; 

The  want  of  the  requisite  experience,  and  sometimes  of  proper  instructions,  was  one 

cause  of  irregularity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  committees,  Rep.  p.  vi Principal 

causes  of  the  misunderstanding  between  the  inspecting  officers  and  the  relief  com- 
mittees; opposite  views  taken  by  each  as  to  the  tests  of  destitution,  ib. 

Failure  of  the  committees  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  in  revising  the 
lists-  usual  answer  made  when  witness  called  their  attention  to  their  duty,  Wynne 
210-28*) Dates  of  the  occasions  on  which  witness  desired  the  revision  to  be  pro- 

ceeded with,  the  Members  for  Clare  being  present;  reasons  of  this  request  not  having 

been  complied  with,  ib.  224-244 Some  of  the  members  of  t.ie  committees  in  Clon- 

de^ad  Corofin,  and  Barren,  acted  as  stewards  and  gangers,  ib.  490 There  are  no 

instances  of  members  of  the  relief  committees  of  Liscannor  or  Kilhlagh,  having  appointed 
stewards,  gangers,  or  check-clerks,  ib.  1993 An  e*  officio  member  of  a relief  com- 

mittee ought  to  have  reported  irregularities  to  the  Board  of  Works,  or  to  any  subordinate 
officers;  there  were  no  particular  orders  to  do  it,  ib.  8888. 


Statement  in  witness’s  report,  dated  6 March  1847,  that  the  object  of  the  committees 
was  to  put  as  many  men  on  the  works  as  possible,  and  of  the  men  to  do  as  little  as  pos- 
sible- correctness  thereof,  Gamble  2532 Further  statement  in  the  report  as  to  the 

Government  and  the  Board  having  been  denounced  at  the  Corofin  meeting  for  “ employ- 
ing labourers  without  sufficient  implements  and  due  preparations;  ’ belief  that  this  may 

be° traced  to  the  conduct  of  the  relief  committees  themselves,  ib.  2543  2544.  2547 

Extent  to  which  the  terms  “cruel  and  unjust’  applied  to  the  relief  committees  by 

Captain  Wynne,  are  well-founded,  Gordon  3434"3439 Cruelty  and  injustice  that  has 

been  perpetrated  by  each  committee;  there  is  no  committee  that  had  not  improper  per- 
sons upon  the  works,  ib.  3487-3490.  35*9- 

Copy  of  circular,  dated  3 February  1847,  addressed  by  the  inspecting  officer  of  the 
county  Clare  to  the  relief  committees,  complaining  of  their  conduct,  Fislibourne  5269. 

5358  5359 Passage  in  letter  of  witness  (inspecting  officer),  dated  25  February, 

stating  reasons  for  concluding  the  relief  committees  to  have  an  interest  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  abuses;  evidence  in  proof  of  its  correctness,  ib.  5341~5353_  Difficult 
circumstances  in  which  the  relief  committees  were  placed : manner  in  which  they  per- 
formed their  duties,  Morris  8542-8546.  8549-8551  5 Cullinam  10103,  10104 ; Rev.  C. 

Fitzgerald  ll  176 Whether  the  minority  of  the  committees  ever  reported  to  the 

officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  the  fact  of  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  lists,  Morris 
8689-8711. 8716-8718. 


Rule  observed  in  putting  persons  on  the  lists  of  tile  Inchiquin,  Kilmally,  and  Enms 
relief  committees,  and  in  making  out  the  lists;  the  conduct  of  the  committees  does  not 

deserve  the  imputation  of  “injustice  and  cruelty,”  Cullinam  9862-9884 Practice 

obtaining  with  the  committees  and  inspecting  officer  to  allow  a destitute  person  to 
point  out  a person  more  independent  than  himself  who  was  on  the  works,  and  to  remove 
that  person  to  make  way  for  such  applicant,  ib.  9926-9952. 

The  statement  of  Captain  Wynne,  in  his  letter  of  26  November  1846,  as  to  applying 
^0  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to  reconstruct  the  committees  on  certain  grounds  therein 
mentioned,  was  meant  to  apply  only  to  one  particular  individual,  Rep.  p.  v—— Expla- 
nation as  to  this  statement;  disclaimer  of  any  allusion  to  the  Members  for  Clare, 
Wynne  443-454.  459,460 Extracts  of  letters  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  26  Novem- 

ber, and  22  and  24  December  1846,  in  which  he  speaks  of  a reform  of  the  relief  commit- 
tees being  necessary,  App.  p.  764-768. 

See  also  Absenteeism.  Carrigaholt  Relief  Committee.  Chairmen  of  Relief  Com- 
mittees. . Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  Relief  Committee.  ^ Clondegad  Relief  Com- 
mittee. Committee-Men.  Co-operation  of  the  Relief  Committees.  Corcomroe 
Relief  Committee.  Corofin  Relief  Committee.  Ennistimon  Relief  Committee. 
Government  Officers.  Inchecronan  Relief  Committee.  Inchiquin  Relief  Com- 
mittee.  Inspecting  Officers.  Instructions.  Intimidation,  3.  KildysartReliej 
Committee.  Kilfenora  Relief  Committee.  Kilhee  Relief  Committee.  Kilulagn 
(or  Fisher-street)  Relief  Committee.  Kilmaly  and  Inche  Relief  Committee.  KiL- 
moon  and  Killeely  Reliffi  Committee.  Kilmurry  Relief  Committee. 

Relief  Committee.  Landowners.  Liscannor  Relief  Committee.  Relief  (or 
Labour)  Lists.  Revision  of  Lists. 

Relief  Districts.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  the  formation  of  relief 
districts,  Ev.p.  38. 

See  also  Burren  New  Quay  Relief  District.  Ennistimon  Relief  District.  KiUeely. 
Killilagh  Relief  District.  Kilmurry  Relief  District.  Liscannor  Re  iej 
District. 


Relief  Funds.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  the 
relief  funds  are  applicable,  Ev.p.  40. 


objects  to  which 
Relief 
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Relief  (or  Labour)  Lists: 

1.  Generally. 

2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  the  malting  out  and  keeping  the  Labour 


Lists. 


3.  Practice  that  obtained  for  the  Government  Officers  ( especially  the  Subordinate 

Officers ),  to  put  Men  on  the  Works  without  consulting  the  Committees. 

4.  Responsibility  thrown  by  the  Committees  upon  the  Government  Officers  as 

to  striking  off  improper  Persons. 

5.  Order  of  the  Board  of  Works  0/12  March  1847 ,for  reducing  the  Numbers 

on  the  Lists, 


1.  Generally: 

Printed  returns  furnished  to  the  relief  committees  in  which  to  enter  the  names  of 

individuals  recommended  for  employment;  form  thereof,  Jones  703 Great  trouble 

and  odium  entailed  upon  the  Board  of  Works  by  the  non-observance  of  their  instructions 

by  relief  committees  as  to  filling  up  these  lists,  ib.  703-718 Instructions  of  the  Board 

of  Works  as  to  the  lists,  JEv.  p.  39 The  inspecting  officer  had  no  other  means  for 

issuing  authority  for  employment  except  the  committee  lists,  Wynne  2030 Conside- 

rable variation  in  the  forms  furnished  by  the  Government;  difficulty  and  confusion  this 
occasioned,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  10888-10896. 


2.  Irregularities  that  prevailed  in  the  makijig  out  and  keeping  the  Labour  Lists : 

Effect  of  the  manner  in  which  the  labour  lists  were  filled  up  to  mislead  the  inspecting 
officers  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  held  by  parties  on  them,  and  still  more  as  to  the 
number  of  their  families,  Rep.  p.  vi. 

Neglect  by  relief  committees  in  Clare  of  the  instructions  issued  to  them  to  return  lists 
to  the  inspecting  officer  of  persons  to  be  put  on  the  works ; persons  have  been  put  on 
without  that  officer  being  informed  of  it;  proportion  of  the  actual  number  employed  so 

put  on,  Wynne  127-156 Number  out  of  100  cases  alluded  to  as  being  improperly 

placed* on  the  lists  that  he  is  now  prepared  to  substantiate ; explanation  generally  rela- 
tive thereto,  ib.  402-418.  439-442 Paragraph  in  witness’s  letter  of  4 March  1847, 

respecting  the  difficulty  experienced  in  inducing  the  committees  to  reduce  the  num- 
bers on  the  lists;  grounds  of  their  objections,  ib.  1607-1609 Particular  allusion 

to  the  Corofin  relief  lists;  threat  to  stop  the  works  held  out,  ib.  1610-1636 “f*rtl®s 

with  whom  rested  the  duty  of  making  out  the  employment  lists;  extent  to  which  the 
engineers,  overseers,  or  stewards  interfered  ; it  was  no  part  of  their  duty,  ib.  1927-1931 
—^—Recommendation  lists  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  inspector  previous  to  men 

heino-  put  upon  the  works ; they  never  were  sent,  ib.  1340-1342 Instance  of  a member 

of  a committee  making  out  a list  of  several  hundreds  of  men,  and  proceeding  to  the  works 


and  putting  them  on  without  any  authority  but  his  own,  ib.  1379— -The  persons  impro- 
perly put  upon  the  list  were  paid,  ib.  1604-1606 Grounds  of  witness  s statement  that 

he  could  place  no  confidence  in  returns  furnished  by  the  committees;  resolution  passed 


by  the  Kilmally  committee  that  the  statement  was  unfounded,  ib.  1997-2036. 

Improper  class  of  persons  put  upon  the  works  ; means  by  which  witness  ascertained 

ibis  Gamble  2330,  2331.  2344 Difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  out  lists  of  persons 

imprc^erfy ^put 1 5 Extent  to  which  members, of  committees. 


pecially  Mr.  O’Brien,  put  their  own  tenants  on  the  lisls;  practice  that  obtained  of 


putting  the  superior  class  of  people  on  the  lists  before  the  poorest  class  ; on  what  grounds 
mstifmd,  Baillie  4614-4636- — Practicability  of  the  members  of  the  committee  myesti- 
gating  the  cases  of  each  individual  they  put  on;  the  chairman  ought  to  toe  satisfied 
Simseif  that  inquiry  had  been  made  in  each  case  before  signing  the  lists,  Millett  481. 
™ 3-Persons  were  put  to  work  without  the  labour  lists  being  filled  up  at  all ; period 


4821- 


it  which  witness  gave  h'is  sanction  to  this  course;  to  what  extent  carried,  ib.  4822-4831 
-l~Ve^yWunsatisfactory  and  inefficient  li^s  furnished  by  the  — ^1  belief  that 


this  may^ beTraced  to  cLelessnessTand  a desire  to  concei  the 

- -Prevalence  of  the  practice  of  putting  improper  persons  on dhe : list s 


^^«87^?Sns-&1^8^92-^ow  far  these  irregu- 
lari  ties  mav  be  traced  to  the  neglect  of  the  committees  mnot  making  out  their  registries 
belief  that,' notwithstanding  the  great  difficulties  in  the  way,  it  might  easily  have  been. 


done.  Gamble  6592— 1 6602. 

Persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  forced  themselves V0sn„‘^^i;e^aTLq°Tr? 
through  the  form  of  applying  to  the  committees,  Bill  78?0  78®5 

° 1,  - 1...  ^n.nhni.11  nf  nnmmiltpps  hftfnre  DUttldg  PCrSOl 


land  and  tattle;  in  many  such  cases  the  pe™n* 

QQQI-QQ95 The  committees  of  Inohiqum,  Kilmally,  and  Rnnw,  mad®  a ns  . ' ■ ' 

of  ^several  parishes  within  their  jurisdiction;  practice  : in  K'taal^  and  Ihchiqom, 
and  other  districts,  as  to  potting  persons  more  or  less  d““ntt  on  * ‘ f ' g, 
10150 Necessity  existing  of  frequently  removing  persons  from  the  list,  and  putting 
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Report,  1 84  7 — continued. 


Relief  (or  Labour ) Lists — continued. 

2.  Irregularities  in  the  making  out  and  keeping  the  Labour  Lists — continued. 

on  others  in  their  place  who  were  in  a state  of  greater  destitution,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon 

11714-11716 Confusion  created  in  the.  labour  lists  from  the  frequent  changes  made 

in  them,  ib.  11724 Also  from  the  circumstance  of  the  men  being  changed  from  one 

work  to  another  by  the  overseers  and  local  engineers,  and  by  persons  being  put  on  the 

lists  without  the  committee  being  consulted  or  acquainted  therewith,  ib.  11725 . 

Extract  of  letter  of  Captain  Fishboume,  dated  2 February  1S47,  relative  to  the  great 
abuses  in  forming  the  relief  lists,  App.  p.  787. 

3.  Practice  that  obtained  for  the  Government  Officers  {especially  the  Subordinate 

Officers)  to  put  Men  on  the  Works  without  consulting  the  Committees: 

Irregularities  committed  in  Killilagh  by  the  overseers  and  check-clerks  employing 
men  contrary  to  the  established  rules ; how  far  they  may  be  traced  to  the  non-pro- 
duction of  the  lists  by  the  committee;  cognizance  the  engineer  could  have  had  of  them, 

Wynne  1695-1708 Practice  of  witness  (a  baronial  superintendent)  to  place  men 

on  the  works  without  consulting  the  committee;  he  wrote  tickets  to  the  stewards 

and  check-clerks,  Moloy  5653-5662.  5674-5680 Witness  had  no  authority  to  act 

thus;  did  it  to  relieve  the  distress  that  was  apparent,  ib.  5663-5673 Payment  was 

quite  secured  to  these  men,  ib.  5685-5689 No  other  persons  added  names ; no  com- 

plaint was  made  by  the  relief  committee,  ib.  5690-5692  — Never  put  on  any  persons 

whom  he  believed  to  be  in  comfortable  circumstances,  ib.  5705-5710 Witness  (an 

overseer)  never  put  down  any  names  himself,  Lynch  5939. 

The  Government  officers  at  the  commencement  put  people  on  the  works  irregularly, 
and  without  the  proper  forms,  in  compliance  with  the  urgent  request  of  the  gentlemen 
forming  the  relief  committees,  but  not  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the  people,  Gamble 

6588-6591 Frequent  complaints  made  by  the  committees,  of  the  subordinate  officers 

placing  men  on  the  works  without  their  sanction,  Cullinam  9953~9955-  10158-10164 

Instance  of  four  out  of  a family  being  so  put  on;  inquiry  instituted  and  resolution 

passed  by  the  Kilmaly  relief  committee,  dated  30  January  1847;  witness  enclosed 

this  to  Mr.  Gamble;  his  reply,  ib.  9956-9977 In  cases  of  extreme  pressure  the 

officers  put  persons  on  the  list  without  any  reference  to  the  committees ; instance  of  Mr. 
Lidwell  (a  Government  officer)  sending  an  order  to  the  Clondegad  committee,  to  put  on 
certain  persons  whom  they  did  not  wish  to  have  put  on,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  1 1315-1132 1 
Stewards  put  men  on  and  removed  them  without  consulting  the  committee;  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Warren,  an  overseer,  for  so  doing,  Higgins  13390-13393 
Complaints  made  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  of  this  abuse;  their  assist- 
ance asked  in  checking  it;  it  was  not  received,  ib.  13394-13406 Cognizance  Mr. 

Millett  had  of  these  complaints  and  abuses,  ib.  13417-13422. 

4.  Responsibility  thrown  by  the  Committees  upon  the  Government  Officers  as  to 

striking  off  improper  Persons : 

Lists  showing  the  manner  in  which  certain  relief  committees  entered  upon  the  relief 
lists  improper  persons,  leaving  to  the  inspecting  officer  the  responsibility  and  odium  of 

striking  them  off,  Ev.  p.  195 Evidence  in  elucidation,  Gordon  3538-3573.  3575“ 

3587 Impediment  offered  to  the  execution  of  the  inspecting  officer’s  duties  by  the 

committees  leaving  to  him  the  task  of  striking  off  persons  from  the  lists;  strong  feeling 

it  tended  to  raise  against  him,  John  Fitzgerald  6144-6150 Considerable  hostility 

evinced  against  the  overseers  and  check-clerks  from  the  same  cause ; resignation  of 
several  in  consequence,  ib.  6151-6155. 

5.  Order  of  the  Board  of  Works  of  12  March  1847,  for  reducing  the  Numbers  on 

the  Lists : 

Instructions  dated  12  March  1847,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works,  for  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  persons  on  the  relief  works  20  per  cent,  with  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
11  March  1847,  authorizing  the  same,  Gordon  14210. 

See  also  Acreage.  Aged  People.  Bally vaughan  Relief  District.  Carhuduff 

Townland . Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  Relief  Lists.  Clondegad  Relief  Lists. 

Comfortable  Circumstances.  Corcomroe  Relief  Lists.  Corofin  Relief  Lists. 

Ennistimon  Relief  Lists.  Fraud  and  Imposition.  Inchiquin  Relief  Lists. 

Instructions.  Islands,  Barony  of.  Relief  Lists.  Kilfmora  Relief  Lists. 

Killilagh  Relief  Lists.  Kilmaly  arid  Inche  Relief  Lists.  Kilmoon  Relief  Lists. 

Kilmurry  Relief  Lists.  Liscannor  Relief  Lists.  Macnamara,  Major,  1. 

O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius.  Registry  of  Applicants.  Relief  Committees . 2. 

Revision  of  Lists.  SingleMen.  Supplemental  Lists. 

Relief  Labour  Tickets.  Specimen  of  the  tickets  issued  by  Mr.  Conolly,  secretary  of  the 
Killilagh  committee,  Gordon  6365 Specimens  of  tickets,  App.  p.  776. 

Rent.  System  of  taking  labour  in  exchange  for  rent,  pursued  by  Mr.  O’Brien  with  his 
tenants;  extent  to  which  this  prevailed  with  other  landlords.  Gamble  2397.  2437-2442 
Similar  practice  prevalent  with  small  farmers,  Whitty  4566,  4567 — — Rems  in  West 
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Rent — continued. 

Clare  are  not  generally  three  years  in  arrear ; are  pretty  regularly  paid,  Gordon  737a- 
7375 System  prevailing  of  paying  rent  by  labour;  whether  this  would  be  an  induce- 

ment to  get  the  tenants  placed  upon  the  public  works,  Hill  7826,  7827. 

The  landowners  employed  their  tenants  on  the  public  works,  and  received  part  of  their 

wages  for  rent,  Wliitty  4562-4567 Witness  (agent  to  an  estate)  is  not  aware  whether 

he  received  rent  from  any  of  those  employed  on  the  works ; conceives  a person  thouo-li 

paying  rent  is  still  deserving  of  being  on  the  works,  J.  S.  O’Brien  8210-8223 Fa'ct 

of  the  wages  received  on  the  relief  works  being  employed  in  the  payment  of  rent;  wages 
were  mortgaged  to  loan  funds  for  the  payment  of  rent,  Morris  8663-8666.  8686— — 
Witness  (parish  priest)  is  not  aware  of  a single  case  where  rent  was  paid  by  men  em- 
ployed on  the  works,  Fallon  10.534. 

Letter  addressed  by  Captain  Wynne  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Jones,  dated  5 November 
1846;  explanation  as  to  the  passage  therein,  stating  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  district 
asserted  a right  to  get  a portion  of  the  money  through  the  medium  of  their  tenants, 

Wynne  321-345 Witness  never  heard  this  practice  of  committees  putting  tenants  on 

the  lists  justified  on  the  ground  that  the  sum  payable  for  works  would  be  ultimately 
levied  by  rates  out  of  their  property,  and  that  therefore  they  had  a right  to  put  on  those 
immediately  concerned  in  it,  Gordon  3317,  3318 Disclaimer  of  ever  having  enun- 

ciated such  a proposition  as  that  contained  in  the  letter  of  Captain  Wynne  to  Colonel 
Jones,  of  5 November;  principle  witness  did  actually  advance  in  a conversation  he  had 

with  Captain  Wynne,  J.  O’Brien,  m.p.  9523-9532.  9545-9548 Extract  of  letter 

of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  5 November  1846,  in  which  he  states  that  the  landlords 
assert  the  principle  that  as  the  money  will  be  ultimately  paid  by  them  they  have  a right 
to  get  a portion  of  it  through  their  tenants,  App.p.  764. 

Conversation  witness  had  with  Captain  Wynne,  at  Lisdoonvana,  on  19  November,  as 
to  certain  individuals  obtaining  money  from  the  Ennistimon  loan  fund,  paying  their  rent 
with  it,  and  then  applying  the  proceeds  of  their  labour  on  the  public  works,  towards 

repaying  the  money  so  borrowed,  Fallon  10797-10810.  10525-10539 Explanation  of 

the  foregoing  remarks  made  by  witness  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fallon,  with  regard  to  the  land- 
lords of  the  county  Clare,  Wynne  14481-14501. 

See  also  Loan  Fund,  Ennistimon. 

Repayment  of  Loans.  Feeling  expressed  by  the  landowners  and  members  of  the  relief 
committees,  as  to  repayment  of  the  money  advanced  under  9 8c  10  Viet.,  Gamble  2212- 
2217. 

Reporting.  Great  difficulties  that  attended  the  task  of  reporting  at  the  meetings  of  the 
relief  committees,  8tc.,  Russell  5481-5486. 

Reproductive  Works.  See  Labouchere' s,  Right  lion.  Henry,  Letter. 

Revision  of  Lists.  Passage  in  witness’s  letter,  of  5 November  1846,  referring  to  the  old 

lists  having  been  revised,  Wynne  359,  360 Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  26  November, 

alluding  to  an  assurance  entertained  by  him  that  the  revision  of  the  lists  by  the  relief 
committees  would  be  carried  out  on  just  and  honest  principles ; how  far  that  expectation 

was  realized, £6. 366-379 Passage  in  the  letter  adverting  to  the  probability  of  revenge 

being  taken  by  those  struck  off  the  lists  ; and  as  to  the  people  knowing  their  “ oppres- 
sors,” ib.  419-421 Opinion  expressed  by  witness,  “that  in  most  of  the  committees 

the  rules  laid  down  for  their  guidance  in  the  revision  of  the  lists  were  pronounced  cruel 
and  unjust;”  truth  of  that  statement;  how  far  applicable  to  the  committees  on  which 
the  Members  for  Clare  sat;  witness  thinks  the  rules  were  just  and  reasonable,  ib.  1714- 
1717 Allusion  to  the  “ stormy  discussions  on  this  topic,”  ib.  1718,  1719. 

See  also  Ballyvaughan  Relief  District.  Clare  Abbey  and  Killone  Relief  Lists. 
Corofin  Relief  Lists,  3.  Ennistimon  Relief  Lists.  Islands,  Barony  of,  Relief 
Lists.  Killilagh  Relief  Lists.  . Kilmaly  and  Inche  Relief  Lists.  Stoppage 
of  the  Works. 

Reynolds,  Peter.  Died  of  starvation,  Higgins  13308  et  seq. 

Richards,  Baron.  Great  extent  to  which  his  property  is  capable  of  improvement,  Fish- 
bourne  5463-5467. 

Roach , Michael.  Particulars  as  to  this  man,  Neylan  7285. 

Roache,  Family  of.  Number  of  persons  of  this  family  on  the  Liscannor  lists,  Gordon  3687 
et  seq. 

Roads.  See  Overseers. 

Roman-catholic  Clergy.  Occasions  of  Captain  Wynne  coming  in  collision  with,  the  Roman- 

catholic  clergy,  Cullinam  10238—10279 Considerable  reductions  in  the  incomes  of 

the  Roman-catholic  clergy  from  tlie  pressure  of  the  times;  other  causes  besides  the 
failure  of  the  potato  crop  operating  to  induce  the  painful  position  in  which  priests  acting 
strictly  to  their  duty  have  been  placed  in  regard  to  their  flocks,  Fallon  10813-10840. 

See  also  Clergy,  The.  Lynch,  Rev.  Mr.  Quin,  Rev.  Mr.  Shannon,  Rev. 
Timothy.  Sheehan,  Rev.  John.  Welsh,  Rev.  Mr. 

0.105.  6 d 4 Routh , 
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Ttnuth  Sir  R T Copy  of  the  instructions,  dated  15  January  1847,  issued  by  him  to  the 
inspecting  officer  for  the  county  Clare,  Fishboume  5248. 

Russell,  William  Howard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)-Reporter  for  the  « Morning  Chro- 
nicle ” and  a member  of  the  Middle  Temple,  5471,  5472~ —Was  sent  over  to  Ireland  to 
give  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  country  and  the  working  ot  the  relier  committees; 
period  durum-  which  witness  remained  in  the  district,  5473,  5474-  ,54°2.  555l~5553 
Attended  a meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  10  December  ; sent  a notice  of  the  proceed- 
ings to  the  “Morning  Chronicle/'  5475.  5476 Furnished  a report  to  the  “Clare 

Journal"  of  21  December;  that  report  read,  5477"5479 Correctness  of  the  report; 

difficulties  that  attended  the  reporting,  5480,  5481. 

Difficulties  that  witness  experienced  in  fulfilling  his  duties  in  the  Liscannor  district, 
*482-^486- Prevalence  of  distress,  5487 And  likewise  of  a good  deal  of  imposi- 
tion and  extortion,  5487-5491 Creditable  state  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants ; whether 

any  so  circumstanced  were  put  upon  the  relief  lists,  5492"5498- — Correctness  of  the 
reports  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle  " of  14  and  17  December  1846  and  1 January  1847; 

extracts  put  in  and  read,  5499 Examination  as  to  the  correctness  of  those  reports, 

k'OO  et  sea Occasion  of  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  drawing  witness  s attention  to  the  want  of 

implements  at  Liscannor  sea-wall ; whether  he  mentioned  any  demand  to  put  on  460 
more  men,  5502-5506.  5523*  5534- 

Particulars  as  to  the  case  of  the  man  Daley  applying  to  have  his  own  labour  substi- 
tuted for  that  of  his  horse ; directions  given  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  5507-55 1 5-  55\7~55^1 

Report  in  the  “ Chronicle"  of  1 January,  referring  to  the  zeal,  diligence,  and  ability 

of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Board  ; officers  alluded  to,  5516 Testimony  to  the  exertions 

of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  5522 Complaints  made  of  the  insufficiency  of 

the  implements,  of  the  non-measurement  of  work,  and  of  irregularity  of  payment ; grounds 
for  those  complaints;  belief  that  they  arose  from  no  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
but  from  physical  impossibilities,  5523"5533- 

Great  confusion  prevalent  at  the  meeting  on  10  December;  augmentation  thereof  by 
the  expression  used  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  treating  Mr.  O’Brien’s  observations  with 
“ contempt;”  occasion  given  thereto  by  Mr.  O’Brien  by  Ins  alluding  to  a conspiracy; 

temper  of  the  parties,  5535-5545 Appeal  made  to  witness  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to 

whether  he  had  acted  wrongly;  witness  does  not  think  he  said  that  he  (Captain  Y\  ynne) 
had  acted  wrongly  ; belief  that  Captain  Wynne  was  justified  under  the  circumstances ; 

his  tone  and  manner,  5546-5550 Further  appeal  made  to  witness  by  Captain  Wynne 

as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  up  certain  letters  to  the  chairman  of  the  rebel  committee; 
belief  that  he  was  justified  in  declining  to  do  so,  5554“5556- 

Mr.  Walker,  the  reporter  of  the  « Clare  Journal,”  submitted  no  report  for  correction 

to  witness,  or  to  his  knowledge  to  Captain  Wynne,  5557-5559 Witness  was  present  at 

the  investigation  at  Liscannor  on  15  December  (charges  of  Dean  Stackpooles  tenants); 
conduct  and  manner  of  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  meeting;  witnesses  examined;  absence  of 
others;  declaration  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble  that  the  charges  were  unfounded; 

thanks  given  to  Captain  Wynne  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  5560-5575. Testimony  in  favour  ol 

the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  on  that  occasion,  5576-5578 Witness 

accompanied  Captain  Wynne  out  of  the  court-house  on  10  December  ; recommendation 
oiven  to  take  an  escort  of  police ; large  and  excited  mob  outside,  5579-5585 — “ Hlp 
characters  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  as  improving  and  good  landlords, 
5586-5590- 

Russell,  Mr.  Witness’s  (reporter  of  the  “ Clare  Journal  ”)  reasons  for  giving  Mr.  Russell, 
of  the  “ Morning  Chronicle,”  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  investigation  at  Ennistimon,  on 
10  December,  Walker  4087-4091. 


Samson,  Mr.  Remarks  in  tire  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” of  14  December  1 846,  relatire  to  the 
attack  on  Mr.  Samson’s  horses,  Ev.  p.  319,  and  App.p.  849. 

Savings’  Banks.  Instance  of  a man  having  100  l.  in  the  bank  presenting  himself  for  relief 

before  the  Corofin  relief  committee,  Fishboume  5274 Charge  laid  against  some  ot  t 

persons  receiving  relief  that  they  had  money  in  the  savings  bank  ; witness  cannot  pro 
it  to  have  been  the  case,  Cullinam  10010, 10011. 


Seaweed.  Collection  of  seaweed  for  manure;  severe  nature  of  the  employment,  Fallon 
10673-10677.  10682,  10683. 

Seed.  Amount,  in  value,  of  seed  given  away  by  Mr.  O’Brien  in  ,th®  ne^,1J°u’‘h°°dnn°J 

Birchfield,  his  residence,  Gordon  3505-3511 Seed  distributed  byMr.O  Brum am  g 

his  own  tenants  ; the  land  would  have  remained  untilled  had  they  not  obtained  it, 

Tim.  Shannon  12052-12063. 


Servants,  Agricultural.  See  Bops. 
Peasantry,  The. 


Ennistimon  Petty  Sessions.  Farm  Servants. 

Shannon, 
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Shannon,  Dr.  James.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — A physician  residing  at  Ennistimon 
Clare;  medical  officer  to  the  dispensary  there,  S889-8891 . 8985,  8986 Was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee  during  the  year  1846  ; 8892,  8893 Attended 

the  presentment  sessions  at  Ennistimon  on  4 December  ; charges  made  by  Major  Mac- 
namara, of  the  subordinate  officers  having  obtained  their  situations  bv  bribery;  no'>sv 

conduct  of  Morty  Slattery,  8894-8905 Subject  of  Mr.  Labouchere’s  letter  then 

brought  forward  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  ; arguments  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  opposite 
view  taken  by  the  Government  officers;  their  refusal  to  sign  the  presentment;  temperate 
conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  the  officers,  8906-8917. 

Complaints  brought  forward  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett;  reasons  the 
latter  assigned  for  not  attending  ; whether  any  allusion  was  made  to  a “ set  of  ruffians;” 
witness  does  not  recollect  Major  Macnamara  addressing  the  people  thereupon,  S918- 
^927 The  people  in  the  court  were  not  more  excited  than  usual;  nothing  in  the  con- 

duct or  language  of  the  Members  for  Clare  was  calculated  to  excite  them,  3928-S934 

Day  appointed  for  the  investigation  against  Mr.  Millett ; attendance  of  the  people 

on  that  day  (10  December);  total  absence  of  anything  in  the  conduct  and  language  of 
the  Members  for  Clare  calculated  to  excite  the  people;  absence  of  any  particular  excite- 
ment amongst  them,  8935-8945. 

Discussion  between  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne  on  the  question  of  adjourning 
from  the  open  court-house  to  a private  room  ; tone  of  Captain  Wynne  towards  Major 

Macnamara,  8946-8951 Particulars  of  what  took  place  after  the  adjournment  to  the 

private  room  ; imprudent  language  of  Captain  Wynne ; conduct  of  several  persons  to- 
wards him;  use  made  of  the  words  “ contempt  ” and  “conspiracy;”  demand  made  bv 
Mr.  O’Brien  for  binding  Captain  Wynne  over  to  keep  the  peace,  8952-8984. 

[Second  Examination.] — Resumption  of  examination  as  to  the  bearing  and  language 
of  Captain  Wynne  previous  to  the  adjournment  to  the  private  room;  noise  made  by  a 

man  named  Slattery,  8987-9007 Quiet  and  orderly  manner  in  which  the  discussion 

on  the  charges  went  on  in  the  private  room;  gentlemanly  conduct  of  the  Government 

officers  and  committee,  9008-901 1 Charges  of  Mr.  Westropp,  agent  10  Dean  Stack - 

poole,  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  brought  forward  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  ; reply 
made  thereto  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  his  call  upon  the  chairman  to  preserve  the  documents"; 
coolness  of  Captain  Wynne ; his  use  of  the  expression  “contempt”;  refusal  of  Arch- 
deacon Whitty  to  bind  him  over  to  keep  the  peace,  9012-9043. 

Witness  was  at  the  meeting  of  4 December;  observed  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Members  for  Clare  to  warrant  the  charge  made  against  them  in  Captain  Wynne’s  letter, 

of  “ holding  us  up  to  the  assassin,”  See.,  9044-9047.  9056-9058 Belief  that  the 

people  of  the  district  were  not  hostile  to  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works,  and  that  the 
feeling  of  irritation  was  directed  rather  against  the  committees  than  the  officers,  9048- 

9050 The  practice  of  putting  persons  on  the  works,  leaving  to  the  Government  officers 

to  strike  them  off,  did  not  obtain  at  the  Ennistimon  committee,  9051-9055 Witness 

supported  the  views  .of  the  officers  in  the  construction  of  Mr.  Laboucbere’s  letter,  as  being- 
preferable  to  no  works  at  all ; was  otherwise  in  favour  of- the  Members  for  Clare,  9059- 
9065. 

Witness  attended  the  investigation  at  Liscannor,  on  17  December,  into  Mr.  Westropp’s 
charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien;  particulars  of  what  occurred  ; capacity  in  which  Daniel 
Neylan  acted;  witnesses  examined;  tenor  of  a speech  made  by  Captain  Wynne  at  the 

conclusion,  9066-9084 More  lengthened  and  favourable  report  witness  expected 

Captain  Wynne  would  have  made,  9085-9087 Publicity  given  to  the  investigation, 

9088,9089 Acquaintance  witness  has  with  Mr.  O’Brien,  9090-9106 Occasions 

of  witness  urging  upon  Captain  Wynne  the  necessity  of  giving  increased  employment ; 
liis  statement  to  witness  as  to  the  proportion  of  tlie  people  he  considered  it  right  to 
employ;  complaint  thereupon  made  by  witness  of  the  Ennistimon  district  not  being 
so  advantageously  circumstanced  as  other  districts;  Captain  Wynne’s  reply,  9107- 
9121. 

Great  difficulties  with  which  the  Government  officers  had  to  contend,  9118-9120 

Opposition  made  by  Mr.  Sheehan  to  a road  proposed  by  the  Government  officers; 

grounds  thereof,  9122-9147 Dense  and  poor  population  on  the  sea-coast  of  Clare; 

9148,  9149 Cognizance  witness  had  of  improper  persons  being  put  on  the  relief  lists 

of  Ennistimon;  general  impression  in  llie  neighbourhood  that  they  were  put  011  by 

the  stewards  and  check-clerks,  9150-9157 Improper  objects  also  got  on  through  the 

relief  committees ; this  owing  to  some  of  the.  members  not  being  very  respectable,  9158- 
9163 No  complaint  was  made  to  Captain  Wynne  on  this  subject;  conversations  wit- 

ness has  had  with  Captain  Gordon,  9 164-9173. 

Conditional  signature  of  lists  by  Archdeacon  Whitty,  9174*  9l75 Belief  thatlhere 

were  persons  on  the  lists  who  ought  not  to  have  been  under  section  19  of  the  commit- 
tees’ instructions,  9176-9178 Witness  has  no  recollection  of  any  letters  of  Captain 

Wynne  being  sent  to,  read,  or  discussed  at  ihe  committee  calling  attention  to  irregulari- 
ties in  the  lists,  9179-9185 Supplementary  lists  were  sent  to  Captain  Wynne  just  as 

be  was  leaving  the  county,  9186,  9187 Practice  of  witness  as  to  inquiring  into  the 

■circumstances  of  persons  before  putting  them  on  the  lists;  scraps  of  paper  used,  9188- 
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Shannon,  Dr.  James.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) -continued. 

q20„ Possibility  but  difficulty  nevertheless  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  investi- 

gating every  improper  case  put  upon  the  list,  9203— -Increased  mortality  of  the  dis- 
trict owing  to  the  distress  prevalent;  great  number  of  deaths  from  want  of  food,  9204- 

q2o6 -Examination  with  reference  to  a list  of  names  of  persons  for  employment  handed 

in  by  Mr.  Gamble,  signed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  9207-9215. 

(Third  Examination.]— Small  amount  of  the  subscriptions  raised  amongst  the  landed 
proprietors  in  the  relief  district,  between  31  October  1846  and  1 March  1847  J 9*1 7» 

Jo  18 No  food  was  brought  into  the  country  by  the  committee  until  latterly,  9219- 

No  exertions  were  made  to  relieve  the  distress  except  through  the  public 

works  Q°°2 How  far  the  columns  in  the  relief  lists  were  filled  up  by  the  commit- 
tee 0223-0225 Belief  that  the  committee  gave  all  possible  co-operation  to  the 

Board  of  Works;  inefficiency  of  the  committee,  9226-9228 -Mr.  Sheehan  was  a 

member  of  the  committee;  did  not  act,  except  at  the  commencement,  9230,  9231. 

f Fourth  Examination.]— Evidence  relative  to  a letter  dated  iS  October  1846,  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Sheehan  to  Mr.  Gamble  (Q.  9232),  calling  upon  him  to  employ  1,000 
men  in  the  parishes  of  Kilraanahan  and  Clouuy;  truth  of  the  statements  therein,  9233- 
qor,7 Difficulty  experienced  by  the  committee  in  drawing  the  line  between  the  desti- 
tute labourer  and  the  poor  cottier  tenant,  9237 Witness  lias  no  recollection  of  an 

application  of  Captain  Wynne  to  the  committee  on  31  October  for  lists  ot  persons  to  be 

put  on  the  works,  9238, 9239 Extent  of  witness’s  dispensary  district;  amount  ot  the 

subscriptions,  9240,  9241.  9280-9282- — Neglect  of  duty  by  absentee  landowners  and 
iheir  agents  in  not  attending  the  relief  committees,  or  giving  employment,  9242-9255. 

Number  of  members  on  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee;  means  by  which  witness 
was  put  on,  9256-9260 Incorrectness  of  the  poor-law  valuation;  how  far  to  be  attri- 

buted to  present  circumstances  of  distress ; attempt  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 

to  effect  a revision,  9261-9279.  9285-9290 General  testimony  in  favour  of  Mr. 

O’Brien,  as  a magistrate  and  landed  proprietor,  9291-9294 Similar  testimony  as  to 

Maior  Macnamava,  9295-9300 Names  of  the  principal  landed  proprietors  of  the  dis- 
trict 9301-9303 Whether  practicable  for  the  land-agents  of  absentees  to  attend  the 

committee  at  Ennistimon,  9304-9306 Evidence  as  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  9307- 

93io. 

Shannon,  Dr.  J.  His  demeanor  to  Captain  Wynne  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting  on  10  De- 
cember 1846,  Whitty  4547. 

Shannon , Pat  and  Michael.  Particulars  as  to  these  men,  Gordon  3097-3134.  3240-3255. 
6321 ; Neylan  7320  et  seq. 

Shannon,  Rev.  Timothy.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Roman-catholic  priest  in  die  Lis- 

caunor  district,  and  barony  of  Corcomroe,  West  Clare,  11646 The  Rev.  Thomas 

Shannon  is  witness’s  assistant,  11647-11650 Witness  was  a member  of  the  Liscan- 

nor  relief  committee  up  to  26  February  1847,  11651-11656 Care  taken  at  the  first 

extraordinary  session  under  the  9 8c  10  Viet,  held  at  Ennistimon,  to  make  presentments 
for  works  in  localities  to  enable  the  people  to  be  employed  near  their  homes,  11657- 

11661 Intimation  given  by  Mr.  Gamble,  a little  before  19  October,  of  his  intention 

to  open  certain  works  in  the  Liscannor  district;  attendance  of  Lieutenant  Baillie,  the 
inspecting  officer,  on  19  October  at  the  committee,  to  assist  in  the  selection  of  the  people 
to  be  put  on;  reason  of  the  works  being  delayed,  11662-11678 General  opinion  pre- 

valent that  25  per  cent,  of  the  population  should  be  employed,  1 1679, 11680. 

Exceedingly  difficult  and  onerous  duties  imposed  on  the  committee;  evidence  as  to 
whether  it  was  practicable  to  investigate  the  case  of  each  applicant  for  relief  ; mistakes 

occasionally  arising  from  the  absence  of  members,  11681-11701 Mr.  ® .w.as 

the  only  landlord  that  was  resident,  and  attended,  1 1702-11705 Archdeacon  Whitty, 

the  only  Protestant  clergyman  in  the  district,  very  seldom  attended,  11706,  11707. 

The  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time  was  such  that  those  slightly  above  destitu- 
tion one  week  might  fall  into  extreme  destitution  the  next,  11708-11710 Lists  show- 

ing that  the  fact  of  persons  occupying  land  or  possessing  cattle  constituted  no  criterion 

of  the  condition  of  those  persons,  11710-11713 Necessity  frequently  existing  ot 

removing  persons  from  the  list,  and  putting  on  others  in  their  place,  who  were  in  a 

state  of  greater  destitution,  11714-11716 Persons  in  comfortable  circumstances  were 

never  put  on  the  lists;  not  a single  destitute  person  was  rejected  by  the  committee 

while  they  could  give  relief,  11717 Removal  of  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  his  desire, 

from  the  "lists,  to  make  way  for  others  in  greater  destitution;  those  tenants  were 
objects  of  relief,  1171 7-1 1 723. 

Confusion  created  in  the  labour  lists  from  the  frequent  changes  made  in  them,  iJ724 

Also  from  the  circumstance  of  the  men  being  changed  from  one  work  to  anotne 

by  the  overseers  and  local  engineers,  and  by  persons  being  put  on  the  lists  without  tlie 

committee  being  consulted  or  acquainted  therewith,  11725 The  inspecting  officer 

had  110  difficulty  in  obtaining  regular  lists  from  the  committee ; the  committee  had  no 
G . instructions 
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Shannon,  Rev.  Timothy.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

instructions  as  to  the  mode  of  making  them  out,  11726,  11727 Extensive  irregularities 

prevailing  in  the  placing  men  on  the  works,  11728-11750 Explanation  of  the  cir- 

cumstances connected  with  the  labour  lists  being  made  out;  how  far  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  Higgins)  from  his  not  possessing  local  knowledge  threw  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  Captain  Wynne,  11751-11779. 

Evidence  as  to  whether  Daniel  Neylan,  driver  to  Dean  Stackpoole,  was  a fit  person  to 

be  on  the  list,  11780-11789 No  provision  was  made,  on  the  Relief  Act  coming  into 

operation,  for  the  rent  of  a committee-room,  payment  of  secretary,  stationery.  See.;  how 

this  difficulty  was  obviated,  11790-11804 Gratuitous  attendance  of  Mr.  Higgins  as 

secretary;  efficient  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  duties,  11805-11814 Reliance 

placed  upon  witness  and  his  curate  as  to  the  information  they  supplied  from  their  parish ; 
probable  motive  of  Mr.  O’Brien  for  not  interfering  at  all  with  respect  to  this  portion  of 

the  district,  11815-11821 Deception  practised  upon  the  committee  by  applicants, 

11817,  11818- State  as  to  destitution  of  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  witness’s  parish, 

11822-11833.  12034-12036. 

Number  of  parishes  comprised  within  the  Liscannor  relief  district,  11834-11838 

Condition  of  Major  Macnamara’s  property  and  tenants ; examination  with  respect  to 

various  names  comprised  in  a list  put  in  by  Mr.  Gamble  (Q.  5°49)>  11839—11865 

Opinion  entertained  by  the  committee  that  the  being  on  the  list  of  freeholders  was  not 

an  item  for  consideration  in  forming  the  labour  list,  11857 Difficulties  that  stood 

in  the  way  of  raising  subscriptions;  amount  put  down  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  11866-11869 

Belief  that  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants  in  Carhuduff  are  two  years  in  arrear  for  rent, 

11870-11875.  12042.  12058. 

Though  reliance  is  not  to  be  placed  upon  the  evidence  given  by  applicants  in  their 

own  cases,  it  may  be  taken  in  regard  to  others,  11876-11879 Extent  to  which  the 

county  cess  has  been  paid  during  the  last  half  year,  11880,  11881 Extent  to  which 

Major  Macnamara’s  tenants  are  in  arrear  with  their  rent,  11882,  1 1883— —Various  sizes 
of  farms  in  the  district ; rents  paid ; to  what  extent  the  rents  will  remain  unpaid  this 

year,  11884-11898 Particulars  as  to  a man  named  O’Locblin,  both  deaf  and  dumb; 

explanation  respecting  a note  written  on  22  March  1847  by  witness,  requiring  the  man 
to  be  put  to  work,  11899-11926. 

Examination  respecting  the  names  contained  in  a list  put  in  by  Captain  Gordon 

(Q_  3443),  1 1927-11936 Plan  pursued  by  the  committee  in  making  out  the  lists  to 

return  only  the  number  of  acres  capable  of  producing  crops  ; whether  this  was  calculated 
to  mislead  the  inspecting  officers  ; objects  in  view  in  pursuing  such  a plan;  absence  of 

any  explanation  on  the  lists  themselves,  11937-11985.  12012-12033 Strictness  with 

■which  Mr.  O’Brien  complied  with  the  instructions  and  wishes  of  the  Government  officers, 

11 973—11976 Reasons  of  the  column  relating  to  stock  in  the  lists  furnished  by 

Government  not  having  been  filled  up;  definition  of  the  word  « stock,”  11986-12011 

Explanation  with  respect  to  the  supplementary  list  of  5 January  1847;  12012- 

joono—T— Extensive  employment  afforded  by  Mr.  O’Brien  on  Ins  estate;  improve- 
ments he  has  effected;  his  praiseworthy  conduct  during  the  period  of  distress,  12037- 
12044. 


TSecond  Examination.]— There  are  no  resident  landlords  in  the  district  except  Mr. 

O’Brien  12045 Extent  of  the  land  under  the  control  of  the  Court  of  Chancery; 

whether  the  court  has  been  applied  to  for  assistance,  12046-12050— —The  public  works 
have  been  the  only  mode  of  relief  in  the  district,  12051— -Seed  distributed  by  Mr. 
O’Brien  among  his  own  tenants ; the  land  would  have  remained  untilled  had  they  not 
obtained  it,  12052-12063 Assistance  afforded  by  Mr.  O’Brien  to  hts  own  and  neigh- 

bour’s tenants,  in  raising  money  on  the  provincial  bank,  12064-12066. 


Further  explanation  as  to  the  practice  pursued  to  set  down  members  of  the  same  family 
upon  the  lists,  as  if  they  had  been  separate  heads  of  families;  possibility  of  tins  plan 
misleading,  admitted ; whether  any  steps  were  taken  to  inform  Lieutenant  Ba.llie,  Captain 
Wynne,  or  Captain  Gordon  of  it;  list  of  men  on  the  Shore-road,  Clalianes,  produced  and 

referred  to  in  elucidation,  12067-12148 -Evidence  on  this  point  continued,  with 

reference  to  a list  of  labourers  returned  for  the  townland  of  Carhuduff,  put  m by  Mr. 
Gamble  (Q.  5041);  and  also  to  the  list  of  31  December,  sent  by  the  committee  to  the 

inspecting  officer,  12149-12208 Objection  raised  by  the  labourers  to  the  system  of 

task-work:  influence  used  to  reconcile  them  to  it,  12209-12216— —Complaint  made 
that  the  price  was  not  fixed  before-hand,  12*17-1*819— Comp  amt  as  to  the  non- 
measurement of  the  work ; demoralization  resulting  from  this  neglect;  representations 
on  the  subject  made  to  Captain  Wynne,  12220-12248. 

Arduous  and  difficult  character  of  the  duties  imposed  on  Captain  Wynne;  opinion 
that  he  was  not  active  in  the  performance  of  them  ; whether  he  ever  received  any  applica- 
tion to  attend  the  committee,  12227-12232.  12243-12252  12271712278--^^ 
wao-es  paid  on  account  of  task-work ; notorious  idleness  of  the  men  , this  traced  to  the 
non-measurement  of  the  work;  difficulty  of  meeting  the  evil,  12233-12270— —Scarcity 
of  tools;  complaints  made  thereof;  offer  of  Mr.  0 Bnen,  12279-12296 Complaints 
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generally  of  wasteful  and  -P  ,,  . 12207-12303 Examination  respecting 

Board  of  Wo^s ; sMcmc  1 t fr0m  the  supplementary  list  of  5 January  ; dina- 

the : selection  made  by ' of  that  selection,  12304-12318.  12741-12743-- 

tisfaction  created,  .,nJ*  r,-  Gordon  in  the  revision  of  the  list;  names  adduced 

-t  consulting  the  committee,  .23.9- 

12\Vit'ness  attended  at  the  ^otaFabs^^oFaiiything^i^the^parf^f 

m «<>  «*•  *•  P“P,e  ‘o.  violenee.or  outrage; 

Mr.  Cornelius  u Wvnne’s  representations;  comparison  with  the  evidence  given 

CothSr“  ££s?p»rticuSy  that  of  Mr.  John  O'Brien,  K.P. ; difTerent  hght  m which 

witness  views  what  took  place,  12351-12470. 

r Third  Examination.!— Witness  attended  the  investigation  into  Mr.  Mi  lletts conduct 
[Third  Examination. j keeuino-  a large  number  of  men  waiting  for  him; 

on  10  December , his  11  IP  , pijuLl Particulars  as  to  what  took  place  at 

excuse  assigned  by  Mr.  M I the  reading  of  Mr.  Westropp's  letters  bringing 

Sr.  fl’Bnen  and  Captain  Wynne 

investigation  at  Liscaunoi  on  17  Uec?“““  P • ns,  Daniel  Neylan  by  Mr.  O'Brien, 
n°5oytt534--Langna”ge  used  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  charges  being  unfounded, 
10530-12538-  money  ivas  wasted  on  the  works,  whether  to  be 

impend  toll  Board  of 

,“586 Great  difficulty  experienced  by  the  committee  in  striking  off  the  so  per  cen  ., 

^ ~Furtherevidenee  as  to  the  confusion  created  by  Captain  Gordon  in  revising  the  lists 
wiffio’ut  consulting6 the  committee;  answer  that  he  o f'p^ “ul 

lands  must  have  been  wrong,  lS5go-iabl4.  1*735-137+°— 7 Number^ persons  put  0 
of  employment  by  the  revision;  then  meni^ser- 

Gordon:  steps  thereupon  taken,  10615-12044.  I2b02  1.003  ■ 1 . . 

vice  were  not  placed  on  the  list  by  the  committee;  they  got  on  by  indirect  means,  . 
10645— i°6ol — - — Efficient  manner  in  which  Captain  Gordon  discharged  his  duties, 
resjmets  in  which  Ids  and  witness's  views  of  the  duty  of  the  inspecting  officer  differed, 

1 ~Tenants^of  Sir  William  Fitzgerald  on  the  list,  10684-12688— -Further  evidence  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  committee  returned  the  quantity  of  land _ held  7 f the 

nn  the  list  12680-12607 Occasion  of  witness  meeting  Captain  bishbourn 

execution  of  his  duty  ; principle  he  then  urged  that  those  holding  land  should  Ki, ' P 

^tum  labourers,  tVegVta^S No . landlords  or  large.  ^ 

pvp°nt  Mr  O’Brien  12714,  12715 Want  of  liberality  in  the  land  lords  in  e 

contributing  subscriptions;  exception  in  respect  to  Captain  F.I Macnamara  an 
O’Brien;  subscriptions  received  from  England,  12716-12734.  12744-1-75  • 

[Fourth  Examination.]-Puts  in  lists  containing  the  names  of  persons  struck  off  by 
Captain  Gordon  from  the  works  in  the  Liscannor  district,  I349t>-1351 02- 
Shannon,  Rev.  timothy.  Specimens  of  notices  addressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jrf- 

stewards  and  check  clerks,  &o„  Gordo,,  3400  j App.  p. 

Mr.  Shannon  ; how  far  this  is  reconcileable  with  the  relief-ticket,  dated  22  Match  lb4D 
issued  by  that  gentleman,  alluded  to  in  Q.  3400,  Gordon  3636-3652  / ns  0f 

Mr.  Shannon  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  3 November  1846,  relative  to  enlargmQ  the 
employment,  App.  p.  802. 

Sheehan,  Rev.  John,  p.p.  Opposition  of  the  Rev  Mr  Sheehan  to  a 

road,  beiween  Ennistimon  and  Lahmch  ; grounds  of  his  opposition,  UambU 1-573  5 

6450-6515;  Hill  7998-8000.  8018-8035;  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9122-9147—  ^Xdp  hlp 
wtth  reference  to  a list  of  names  of  persons  for  employment  handed  m by ■ M>-  Ga  ^ ; 
sicmed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9207-9215;  Gamble  9' 211 b . ^ 

addressed  to  Mr.  Gamble  by  Mr.  Sheehan,  dated  18  October  1846,  calling  upon  1 J 
put  1,000  men  at  tire  leastpn  the  works  in  the  parishes  of  MtnMotax, .and  Clouny, 
Gamble  9232  ; Dr.  J.  Shannon  9233-9237— Letter  from  Mr.  Sheehan,  dated  13  u 
ber  1846,  to  the  officers  of  public  works,  Ennistimon,  App.p.  802,  Letter 
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Report,  1 847 —continued. 


Stackpoole,  Dean — continued. 

I.  Charges  brought  by  Mr.  Westropp,  on  behalf  of  the  Tenants,  Spc.— continued. 

3.  Result  of  the  Inquiry;  Report  made  by  Captain  Wynne— continued. 

wnru  Wynne  1215-1222 Whether  there  are  any  reasons  for  believing  the  charges 

1250-1254  Declaration  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble, 
that  the  charges  were  unfounded;  thanks  given  to  Captain  Wynne  by  Mr.  OBnen, 

Russell  W2-«75 Statement  of  Captain  Wynne,  that  the  charges  were  entirely 

unfounded^  question  put  to  him  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  his  reporting  the  same  to  the  Board ; 
compliance  therewith  promised  by  Captain  Wynne,  Morris  8586-8589— Extract  from 
Captain  Wynne’s  report,  dated  18  December  1846,  read  ; respects  m which  it  is  different 
from  what  witness  would  have  expected;  points  in  which  it  is  not  111^ accordance  with 
witness’s  impressions,  ib.  8590-8611.  8726-8732— -Letters  of  Dean  Stackpoole  and  of 
Mr.  Westropp,  read ; opinion  that  they  do  not  justify  the  report  made  by  Captain  Wynne, 
ib.  8726-8732. 

Perfect  truth  and  fairness  of  witness’s  report;  evidence  in  proof,  and  controverting 
■statements  of  Captain  Morris;  belief  ihat  there  were  grounds  for  the  charges;  quota- 
tions from  the  “ Clare  Journal”  read;  statements  therein,  and  in  witness  s report  to  the 
Board  defended,  Wynne  8743-8887 Speech  made  by  Captain  Wynne  at  the  conclu- 
sion; exonerating  the  committee  and  Mr.  O’Brien,  D r J.  Shannon  9084 -Mom 

lengthened  and  favourable  report  witness  expected  Captain  Wynne  would  have  made.ro. 

0085-9087 Statement  made  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  nonproval  of  tire  charges, 

and  as  to  the  description  of  report  he  should  make,  Calcolt  9S17-9819  Belief  that 
Captain  Wynne  tvas  not  justified  in  making  the  report  he  did,  Fallon  10635-10638 
— -Language  used  by  Captain  Wynne  as  to  the  charges  being  unfounded,  Rev.  Itm. 
Shannon  10535-10538. 

4.  Statements  in  that  Report  as  to  the  Indisposition  of  the  People  to  give 
Evidence : 

Passage  in  witness’s  report,  dated  18  December,  respecting  the  indisposition  of  the 
witnesses  to  substantiate  the  charges,  and  alluding  to  the  aversion  in  all  classes  to  give 
evidence;  confirmation  thereof,  Wynne  1322,  1323-  8793-8812.  8620  8829.  8831. 

Fear  of  Mr.  O’Brien  prevented  Dean  Stackpoole’s  people  from  giving  evidence  on  that 

occasion,  Neylan  7185,  7186.  7236 Dissent  of  witness  to  the  passage  m the  report 

respecting  the  indisposition  of  the  witnesses  to  substantiate  any  of  the  charges,  Morns 

8cq8-86o2 Letter  witness  received  from  Dean  Stackpoole,  dated  16  Decembei  1046, 

(vide  Q.  8728),  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  he  stated  that  the  witnesses  were  prevented 
from  beino- brought  forward;  witness  did  not  produce  that  letter  at  the  meeting ; went 
on  with  the  investigation  notwithstanding,  Wynne  8733-8742 -Unfairness  of  the  state- 

ment in  Captain  Wynne’s  report  as  to  the  witnesses  being  unwilling  to  substantiate  the 
charoes;  belief  that  they  had  every  facility  and  no  aversion  to  come  for  warn,  Lalcott 

9828-9838 Witness  does  not  think  any  fear  of  injury  from  Mr.  O’Brien  prevailed  to 

prevent  evidence  unfavourable  to  himself  being  given,  Fallon  10645,  10646. 

Truth  of  Captain  Wynne’s  statement  as  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  facts  from  the 
aversion  to  give  evidence  pervading  ail  classes  of  society ; probable  grounds  of  this 

feeling,  Monis  8612-8624.  8630,  8631 -No  indisposition  exists  amongst  the  people  in 

West  Clare  to  prefer  charges  against  persons  without  just  foundation,  Wynne  8884-0S07 

No  aversion  exists  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  give  evidence,  Calcott  9820-9822. 

9836  ; Fallon  10643,  10644. 

II.  Letters,  Reports,  Sfc.,  referring  thereto  : 

Letter  from  Mr.  George  Westropp,  dated  2 December  1846,  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
containing  charges  of  partiality  against  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  John  Macnamarn, 
in  putting  on  their  own  tenanls  to  the  exclusion  of  the  tenants  ot  Dean  Stackpoole, 
JE7V.  p.  259 Letters  from  Mr.  Westropp  to  Captain  Wynne,  dated  9,  14,  and  15  De- 

cember 1846,  referring  further  to  the  complaints,  ib.  p.  70.  259 — -Letter  from  M . 
Hornsby,  assistant  secretary  to  the  Board,  to  Captain  Wynne,  calling  for  a report  on  tnc 

subject,'  ib.  p.  260 Report  of  the  investigation  extracted  from  the  “Clare  Journal  01 

21  December  1846,  Ev.p.  315,  and  App.p.  822— -Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chro- 
nicle ” of  17  December  1846,  respecting  the  investigation,  Ev.  p.  323,  and  App- p • b 5 

-Report  of  the  proceedings  at  the  investigation  held  by  Captain  Wynne,  dated  1 

December  1846,  App.p.  767 Letter  addressed  to  Captain  Wynne  by  Dean  StacK- 

poole,  dated  16  December  1846,  expressing  a belief  that  the  witnesses  had  been  tam- 
pered witb,  Morris  8728 Letter  of  Captain  Wynne,  dated  11  December  184b,  as  to 

the  preliminary  inquiry  into  the  charges,  App.p.  766. 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  IL  Liscannor  ReheJ 
Lists,  II. 

Stanley,  Mr.  W.,  Secretary  to  the  Relief  Commission.  Circular,  dated  8 December  1846, 
addressed  by  Mr.  Stanley,  to  the  relief  committees,  as  to  the  6 l.  rating,  Ev.p.  163. 

Starvation.  See  Mortality.  Reynolds,  Peter.  „ 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


State  of  the  Country.  Condition  of  the  poor  on  witness  first  going  down  (September 

1846);  pressure  upon  him  for  employment,  Gamble  2147-2156.  2220 Disorganized 

state  of  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennistimon  ; not  to  be  compared  with 

other  localities  in  Ireland,  Whitty  4354 The  people  were  quiet  and  peaceable  in  May 

1846  ; quite  the  reverse  in  September;  cause  of  the  change,  Millett  4735-4738 They 

were  not  then  generally  in  a state  of  destitution ; became  so  in  the  middle  of  October, 
ib.  4739-4742 Disturbed  state  of  the  county  Clare  during  the  last  six  months  ; desti- 
tution the  only  cause,  Petty  5719,  5720 Peaceful  state  of  the  western  part  of  the 

county  Clare  ; excitement  prevailing  in  the  eastern  part,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8123-8125.  8147- 
8157.  8201-8207. 

Numerous  and  very  destitute  population  of  West  Clare  ; facilities  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  potato,  the  sole  subsistence  of  ihe  poorer  classes ; great  distress  consequent  on  the 
failure  of  the  crop,  J.  S.  O'Brien  8193-8197 Great  extent  to  which  the  small  occu- 
piers suffered  from  the  same  cause,  ib.  8198-8200 Peaceable  conduct  of  the  people 

notwithstanding,  ib.  8201-8207 Present  state  of  the  country  (June  1847);  recent 

outrages,  Morris  8562-8568 Very  peaceable  and  quiet  character  of  the  country  at 

the  time  of  the  Ennistimon  presentment  sessions  of  4 December  1846  being  held ; as 

much  so  latterly  as  usual,  Calcott  9624-9627 More  excitement  than  ordinary  among 

the  poorer  classes  in  procuring  labour,  ib.  9628-9630 Riots  and  acts  of  violence 

lately  ; attack  on  Mr.  Millett  and  on  meal  carts  at  Rahneen  ; causes  thereof;  evidence 
in  support  and  explanation  of  the  assertion  as  to  the  peaceable  character  of  the  country, 

ib.  9633-9707 The  Killilagh  district  was  in  its  ordinary  state  of  tranquillity,  Fallon 

10789. See  also  “ Morning  Chronicle,’’  The.  Outrages.  Whit eboy  Act. 


Stewards.  Connivance  of  the  stewards  at  abuses  ; interest  they  had  in  permitting  them  ; 

station  in  life  of  these  officers,  Wynne  88,  89.  107-113.  122 Evidence  generally  as 

to  the  appointment  of  these  officers,  Wynne  90-94.  120,  121  ; Rev.  Tint.  Shamion 

12555-12561- Great  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  persons  qualified  to  act  as 

stewards  and  check-clerks,  Wynne  1985-1989 List  of  stewards  or  check-clerks  who 

resigned  or  threatened  so  to  do  if  not  removed  to  other  districts;  also  return  of  stewards 
and0check-clerks  who  were  members  of  relief  committees  or  connected  with  them,  ib. 
3440-3442 Complaints  against  the  Government  officers  of  appointing  strangers  stew- 

ards ; report  current  as  to  the  stewards  having  paid  for  their  appointments,  Whitty  4477- 

4496* Rank  in  life  of  the  stewards  and  check-clerks,  Fallon  10489-10491 Duties 

of  the  stewards  in  respect  to  seeing  that  the  people  perform  their  tasks  properly,  Rev. 
Tim.  Shannon  12562-12564. 

Particulars  of  the  dismissal  of  Carmody,  a steward,  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  11256-11261 

Occasions  on  which  witness  has  dismissed  stewards  from  their  employment;  cases 

of  Carmody  and  Kelly  explained;  whether  their  having  been  recommended  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Fitzgerald  had  any  connexion  therewith,  John  Fitzgerald  11542-11570. 

See  also  Appointment  of  Officers.  Check-Clerks  and  Stewards.  Committee-men. 

Intimidation,  2.  3P Mahon,  Patrick.  Raughan  ( or  Rowan),  Matthew. 

Stock  The  mere  possession  of  cattle  no  guide  in  testing  destitution,  Rep.p.  vi Possi- 

bility or  otherwise,  of  tenants  being  able  to  sell  their  stock  during  the  last  winter  and 
spring  considered,  Gordon  6273,  6274 The  possession  of  cattle  no  lest  of  destitu- 

tion • wretchedly  poor  condition  of  the  cattle  in  the  district ; instances  of  people  killing 
cattle  in  order  to  qualify  themselves  for  employment  on  the  works,  Fallon  10724-10733 

Difficulty,  if  not  impossibility  of  selling  the  cattle,  ib.  10730-  Extent  to  which  the 

quantity  of  cattle  would  be  a test  of  destitution  ; extreme  diffi cully  the  farmers  had  in 
maintaining  their  cattle  ; bar  existing  to  their  bringing  it  to  sale ; prices  at  Christmas 

1846,  Rev°C.  Fitzgerald  11231^-11254 Definition  of  the  term  “stock,  Rev  Tim. 

Shannon  12007,  12008 Glut  of  stock  in  the  market  at  Ennistimon  during  the  last 

winter ; low  prices  obtained  even  when  sales  could  be  effected,  ib.  12022. 

Opinion  that  it  would  be  unadvisable  and  unjust,  both  to  landlord  and  tenant,  to 
compel  small  farmers  to  dispose  of  their  stock  or  get  quit  of  their  land  before  being  placed 
on  the  works;  leaning  of  the  relief  committees  in  this  direction,  J.  S.  O Bnen  8308- 

pooo, Opinion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to  put  persons  on  the  works 

who  had  suffered  from  the  effects  of  .he  potato  disorder  ; and  that  they  should  have  been 
put  on  without  being  compelled  to  sell  their  cattle,  i¥oms_8642-8646.  8687-8688. 

See  also  Comfortable  Circumstances.  Land. 

Stone-Breaking.  This  description  of  labour  was  done  by  task-work,  Wynne  30a,  303. 

Stoppage  of  the  Works.  Question  as  to  whether  the  inspecting  officer  has  power  to  discon- 
tinue the  works  in  the  event  of  refusal  or  neglect  to  revise  the  lists,  Wynne  245-247 

The  works  would  not  have  been  stopped  for  non-production  of  the  lists;  it  was  never 
done  except  for  outrage,  ib.  1980-1983. 

See  also  Bally vaughan  Relief  District.  Outrages. 

Studdert  Rev  F.  P.  Letter  from,  dated  12  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  bearing  tes- 
timony to  the  manner  in  which  lie  discharged  the  duties  as.  inspecting  officer,  Lv.p.  141 ; 
and  App.p.  796. 

q 6 e 4 Subscriptions. 
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Report,  1847  — continued. 


Subscriptions.  Instructions  of  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  donations  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  aid  of  subscriptions,  Ev.  p.  40— The  amount  of  subscriptions  raised  in  the  county 
lias  been  almost  nothing  in  comparison  with  its  wants,  Gamble  2305. 

Subscriptions  raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  how  laid  out,  ^0^8712-8715- Small 

amount  of  the  subscriptions  raised  amongst  the  landed  proprietors  in  the  Enmstimon relief 
district,  between  31  October  1846  and  1 March  1847,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9217,  9218 
Amount  raised  in  the  barony  of  lnchiquin  ; complaints  made  of  persons  ot  lar°e  properly 
not  contributing ; probability  of  many  with  apparently  considerable  property  being  much 

distressed  fro m not  receiving  any  rent,  Cullinam  10116-10132 Small  amount  of 

subscriptions  raised  in  the  Clondegad  district.  Rev.  C.  Fitzgerald  H335_1 134°- 

Consideration  given  by  the  Liscannor  committee  to  the  subject  ^ raising  subscrip- 
tions • difficulties  that  stood  in  the  way  ; amount  put  down  by  Mr.  O Bnen,  Rev.  Tim. 
Shannon  11866-11869 Want  of  liberality  in  the  landlords  in  regard  to  contribut- 

ing subscriptions;  exception  in  respect  to  Captain  F.  Macnamara  and  Mi.  0 Bnen  ; 
subscriptions  received  from  England,  ib.  12716-12734.  12744-12750— Applications 
made  to  the  landed  proprietors  of  the  Liscannor  district  for  aid  and  assistance  in  March; 
only  two  subscriptions  obtained ; no  money  received  from  any  source  m this  country, 

Hiaains  13368-13376 Resolution  passed  by  the  Liscannor  committee  as  to  raising  a 

subscription  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  corn  meal,  to  be  sold  at  cost  price,  or  given  away; 
discussion  it  gave  rise  to ; the  resolution  was  not  acted  upon  or  rescinded ; reasons  thereof  ; 
ib.  14099-14120. 

Subscriptions  entered  into  in  the  Lisdoonvana  and  Killilagh  districts,  between  No- 
vember and  May ; contribution  by  the  Government,  Fallon  10841-10846.  io80o—— 
Manner  in  which  expended;  those  employed  on  the  public  works  received  a .sbaty,  ib. 

10847-108^3.  10866 The  subscribers  were  suffering  from  the  pressure  of  the  times, 

ib  10854,  10855 Subscriptions  raised  in  the  Killilagh  district,  from  the  landlords, 

between  October  and  March,  ib.  12785-12787 Large  subscriptions  raised  m Killi- 

lagh  ; how  expended,  Gordon  14323-1432^-  H333- 
See  also  Fisheries. 

Subsistence  Money.  The  men  would  not  get  subsistence  money  (when  working  on  ^task- 
work) unless  they  performed  work,  Wynne  588-594 Th®  n?®an,nS  of  th® 

sistence  money"  explained;  its  amount,  ib.  589,  590;  Whitty,  4200,  4-01  -Re.. 

Tim.  Shannon  12233-12239 Directions  issued  as  to  the  payment  of  subsistence- 

money,  it  usually  amounted  to  more  than  the  work  would  have  come  to  b v measurement, 

Wynne  639  ; Gamble  2185,  2186 ; Whitty  4200-4204 The  amoun  t of  the  subsistence 

money  was  attempted  to  be  proportioned  to  what  the  men  would  earn  by  the  day,  \\ kilty 
4209. See  also  Idleness  of  the  People.  Task-Work.  Wages. 

Supplemental  Lists.  Difference  between  supplemental  and  original  lists,  Wynne  137a 
Means  by  which  the  supplementary  lists  were  made  up,  Gordon  6249. 

See  also  Ennistimon  Relief  Lists.  Relief  Lists. 

Swinburne,  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Letter  of,  dated  16  February  1847,  to  Captain  Wynne,  con- 
firming the  statements  contained  in  the  report  of  the  latter,  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
Ennistimon  presentment  sessions,  4 December  1846,  Ev.p.  141,  ancl  APP-  P‘  797- 

Svnqe,  Colonel.  Particulars  of  the  complaint  brought  forward  by  Colonel  Synge  of  certain 
of  his  tenants  being  improperly  put  on  tlie  works,  Wynne  1579-' 5%}  Large  num 
of  labourers  employed  on  the  private  improvements  on  his  estates,  Liskbourne  5450- 
See  also  Ennistimon  Relief  Lists. 


Task-Work.  Dissatisfaction  expressed  by  tlm  labourers  on  tbe  public  works  In  Cl«e  w 
the  system  of  task-work  ; steps  taken  to  give  them  information,  and  to  reconcile  me 
to  it  Wynne  35-41,  66-65;  .170,2171;  Gamble  2688,  2689;  Rev.  T,m.  Shamon 
12200-12216— Rale5  of  earnings  by  task-work;  directions  given  by  the  Board  0. 
Works  to  Mr.  Gamble  to  allow  such  prices  as  would  enable  the  men  to  earn  upwards  01 
a shilling  ; they  rarely  entitled  themselves  to  that  sum,  Wynne  _4>.  43-  49kSO— — 

Passage' in  witness's  letter  of  6 November  1846,  as  to  his  having  been  siirrounoea 
bv  a yelling  mob  at  Ennistimon,  demanding  the  abandonment  ot  task-wont,  • 

346-358.  362 The  Board’s  officers,  under  the  9 &.  to  Viet.,  could  recognise  no 

■ other  system  than  task-work,  or  8 d.  per  day,  ib.  357 Complaints  made  by  the  Lis 

cannor  committee,  of  the  terms  upon  which  task-work  was  to  be  performed,  not  & _ o 
been  explained  to  tbe  people;  grounds  for  these  complaints.  Gamble  21 94 

Complaints  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  Major  Macnamara,  and  others,  of  tne 

• being  put  upon  task-work  without  regular  agreements  as  to  pay,  and  vvitbo 
cient  implements  ; bow  far  well  founded,  Whitty  4189-4199-7— 'reeling  r , 

minds  of  the  peasantry  against  the  Government  officers  with  regard  o 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Task-Work— cop  tin  ued . 

HUl  7787 Complaint  made  that  the  price  was  not  fixed  beforehand.  Rev.  Tim.  Shan- 
non 12217-12219 Preference  given  to  task-work  by  the  industriously  inclined,  ib. 

12553.  i2554-  _ _ 

See  also  Contract-Work.  Fraud  and  Imposition.  Measurement  of  the  Work. 

Stone-breaking.  Subsistence  Money.  Wages. 

Taxes.  See  Rates  and  Taxes. 

Tenants.  Constant  changes  taking  place  in  the  people  occupying  the  land,  D.  O’Brien 

6979-6982 Description  of  persons  comprehended  in  the  term  “ tenant,  Higgins 

12982,  12983. 

See  also  Cottier  Tenants.  Zand.  Rent.  Stock. 

Tests  of  Destitution.  See  Freeholders.  Land.  Poor  Law  Valuation.  Registiy  of 
Freeholders.  Stock. 

Thom&nd,  Marquis  of.  Large  property  in  the  county  Clare  possessed  by  his  Lordship  (an 
absentee),  Fishbourne  5433. 

Threatening  Notices.  Threatening  letters  received  by  several  of  the  assistant  engineers 
and  Stewards,  Wynne  471, 472 ; Gamble,  2518-2521 ; John  Fitzgerald  6156-6160 
Threatening  notices  are  frequently  served  upon  parties  without  being  intended  to  be 
carried  into  effect;  they  are  calculated  to  excite  apprehension  and  uneasiness;  practice 
charged  against  the  police  of  getting  persons  to  serve  these  notices,  J.  O Bnen  M.P., 

on 08-041(1 Threatening  notices  served  on  several  individuals ; slight  regaid  to  be 

paid  to  them,  Morris  8506-8514.  8552-8560 Specimen,  of  threatening  notices 

posted  on  the  court-house  of  Corofin,  App.p.  805. 

Threatening  notice  directed  against  witness  (an  engineer),  posted  on  the  Corofin  court- 
house on  15  October;  hr  considered  it  necessary  for  the  safety  of  his  life  to  go  armed 

afterwards.  Petty  584^-5854 1 App.  p.  806 Violence  offered  to  witness  subsequently, 

Peih,\ 854-48S1  4865-5870— Letter  served  on  witness  (resident  engineer),  warning 
Mnf  oF  the^ fate  of  Pierce  Lrig;  alarm  lie  felt ; necessity  for  caring  arms  imposed 
upon  him,  John  Fitzgerald  6161-6167 Further  notice  posted  on  the  bridge  ofEnms, 

it  61 68-6173- 

Letter  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  dated  18  January  184J  referring  to  a threatening 

notice  served  on  Captain  Wynne,  Jones  692-695 Conduct  of  Mr.  O Bnen  and  of 

Ma  „r  and  Captain  F.  Macnamara  on  the  occasion  of  a starlight  notice  being  served 
on  Captain  Wynne  ; subscription  opened  for  a reward  to  discover  the  offender;,  special 
report  made  to  the  Board  of  the  circumstance;  reasons  for  omitting  to  mention  Mr. 
O-B  icn  therein,  Wynne  2067-2111 ; Morris  8510.  8527-8532  ; J.  O Bnen,  M.p.  937*- 
04V4-- — Particulars  as  to  the  threatening  notice  served  on  Captain  Wynne  at  the  pre- 
sentment sessions  at  Emiistimen,  on  u January  1847  ; 71.827 

See  also  Corny,  Pierce.  Intimidation.  Machrule,  Mr.  1.  G.  Mahon,  Mr.  Thomas. 

Tinmen  Paul  (or  Michael).  Particulars  as  to  Ms  ease,  Gordon  3.58, ^|25g  6276-6293 ; 

' 1 D.  ij’Brien  6958-6964.  0970-69751  Ba.  Tim.  Shannon  U933-  11986.  1-01- 

Tillage.  Instructions  issued  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  the  promotion  of  employment 

011  See  also  Agriculture.  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2.  Gentry 
The.  °Incliiquin  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions.  Labmxhere  s,  Bight  hon. 
Henry,  Letter.  Peasantry,  The. 

Tithe  Valuation  of  1825.  See  Poor  Law  Valuation. 

Tools.  See  Implements. 

Truck  System.  Instructions  issued  by  Government  as  to  the  prevention  thereof,  Gordon 
3°71. 

Turnips.  Small  breadth  of  turnips  sown  in  county  Okie,  J.  8.  O’ Bnen  8323  Com- 
mencement made  of  turnip  sowing  in  the  month  of  May,  Morris  8672-8674. 


V. 

Vandeleur  Colonel.  Letter  from,  dated  10  March  1847,  to  Captain  Wym  l^ni* 
Smy  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  h.s  duties,  Ev.  p.  142,  and  APP.  p.  794- 

See  also  O’Brien,  Sir  Lucius. 
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Report,  1847  —continued. 


Wages.  Task-work  was  offered  by  the  Board  of  Works,  or  wages  at  8 A per  day,  Wynne 

oq Rates  of  earnings  at  day-work  and  task-work,  Gamble  2200-2200 Remarks  in 

the  “ Morning  Chronicle  ” of  14  and  17  December  1846,  relative  to  the  rate  of  subsist- 
ence money  and  of  wages  on  the  public  works  near  Ennis,  Ev.p.  320,  and  App.  p 850 

Rale  of  wages  per  day  and  price  of  meal  in  the  month  ot  March  1847,  Gordon  6368- 

6q7q The  wages  paid  by  the  Board  of  Works  were  little  enough  tor  the  support  of 

the  individuals  who  were  on,  and  in  some  cases  below  it,  Hill  7827- Difference  between 

the  rate  of  pay  of  a steward  and  of  an  ordinary  workman,  John  Fitzgerald  11570. 

Wages  must  be  raised  iu  Ireland  through  the  whole  country,  Gordon  7362. 

See  also  Agriculture.  Measurement  of  the  Work.  Payment  of  Wages.  Pent. 

Subsistence  Money.  Task-Work. 


Walker,  Mr.  J.  C.  Letters  from  Mr.  Walker  to  Mr.  Trevelyan,  dated  6 and  22  April  1847, 
enclosing  documents  transmitted  by  Captain  Cordon,  App.  p.  784-  799* 


Walker  James  Knox.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Reporter  on  the  “ Clare  Journal,” 

’ Attended  the  meetings  in  West  Clare  in  November,  December,  and  January 

last  - did  not  take  full  length  notes;  has  not  preserved  any  of  thc-m,  3978“399i 

Attended  the  meeting  of  26  November  3992,  3993 Also  the  presentment  meeting  at 

Corofin  on  30  November;  took  notes  on  this  occasion;  had  no  communication  with 
Captain  Wynne  at  the  time  ; impossibility  of  his  obtaining  possession  of  witness’s  report 
previous  to  its  being  printed  in  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  3994-4018. 

Various  papers  put  in  and  read  ; report  of  the  meeting  of  the  06  November,  4019  et 

se„ Report  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  held  30  November,  4020 

——-Paper  of  14  December,  containing  a report  of  an  investigation  before  the  officers 

of  the  Board  of  Works  at  the  Corcomroe  relief  committee,  4020* Journal  of  10 

December,  containing  report  of  the  extraordinary  presentment  sessions  for  the  barony 

of  Corcomroe  held  4 December,  4021 The  latter  report  was  not  drawn  up  by  witness; 

it  was  sent  to'  Mr.  Knox,  the  proprietor,  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brien  ; the  handwriting  of  the 
manuscript,  and  note  accompanying  it,  was  that  ol  Mr.  Higgins,  clerk  to  Mr.  O Bnen; 
the  signature  Mr.  O’Brien’s,  4022-4033 Complaint  made  in  the  note  of  the  incor- 

rectness of  a former  report;  Mr.  O’Brien’s  statement  rebutted;  belief  that  the  report 
was  correct,  4034-4061. 

Letter  inserted  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” of  3 December,  addressed  “ To  Samuel  Gamble, 

esq.,  Principal  Engineer,”  by  Rev.  John  Sheehan,  4062 Proof  adduced  of  this  letter 

being  in  the  handwriting  of  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan,  4063-4065- — Letter  from  the  same 

individual,  dated  it  December,  to  the  editor,  4066 Occasion  of  these  letters  being 

written,  4067,  4068 Further  letter  from  Mr.  Sheehan  to  the  editor,  dated  22  February 

1847-  4069 Witness  made  notes  of  the  investigation  at  Ennistimonon  10  December; 

letter,’  dated  15  December  1S46,  addressed  to  the  editor  by  Mr.  O’Brien,  complaining  of 
the  report;  copy  of  the  journal  containing  it,  with  remarks,  put  in  and  read  ; absence  of 

any  ground  for  complaint,  4071-4079 Character  and  politics  of  the  “ Clare  Journal, 

4080-4086 Witness’s  reasons  for  giving  Mr.  Russell,  of  the  “ Morning  Chronicle, 

a copy  of  the  report  of  10  December,  4087-4091 Captain  Wynne  was  not  in  the  habit 

of  calling  at  the  office;  nor  did  witness  call  upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
reports  for  his  correction,  4092-4096. 

Walsh,  Stephen.  Letter  from  him,  to  Mr.  Gamble,  dated  21  October  1846,  requesting  him 
to  commence  the  works  in  the  western  part  of  the  parish  of  Rath,  App.  p.  802. 


Warren,  Mr.  Complaint  against  this  individual  (a  superintendent)  of  misconduct ; result, 
Gamble  2462-2476  ; Millett  4865-4868. 

Welsh,  Rev.  Mr.,  p.  p.  Part  taken  by  him  at  the  Corofiu  presentment  sessions,  30  Novem- 
ber 1 84 6,  Hill  7669 Terms  in  which  the  Government  and  its  officers  were  spoken  01 

„by  Mr.  Welsh,  fishbourne  5412.  5435-544R 

West  Clare.  Number  of  per>ons  employed  on  the  public  works  in  the  county  Clare  at  the 
date  of  witness  leaving  the  county,  Wynne  152 Particulars  respecting  the  9,400  per- 

sons stated  by  witness  to  have  been  stiuek  off  by  him  from  the  lists  in  West  Clare; 
reasons  of  their  removal;  justification  of  the  terms  used  in  his  letter  on  the  subject;  par- 
ticulars geneially  as  to  the  lists,  ib.  1230-1244.  1328-1407 Correction  of  the  state- 

ment in  the  letter  as  to  “ 9.400  persons  chosen  and  placed  upon  the  works  ” being  dis- 
placed ; substitution  of  the  word  1‘  lists”  for  “ works,”  ib.  1328-1407 Reference  to 

fetter,  dated  4 March  1847;  reason  of  witness  not  having  furnished  a return  of  the 
number  struck  off  by  him  in  the  county  Clare  j,  passages  in  this  letter  adverting  thereto; 
confusion  existing  in  the  whole  system  of  relief  committees,  ib.  1582-1595  —Com- 
plaint witness  made  of  this  ; attention  paid  thereto  ; how  far  this  applied  to  Enmstimon 
and  Killilagh,  ib.  1596-1603 Largest  number  employed  at  any  one  time  in  the  western 


Printed  image  digitised  by  the  University  of  Southampton  Library  Digitisation  Unit 


fUttm*] 


WES 


WH  I 


955 


Report,  1 847 — continued. 


West  Clare — continued. 

division  of  county  Clare,  Gamble  2163-2166 Total  number  of  men  on  the  works  in 

West  Clare;  very  much  larger  number  that  would  have  been  on  but  for  the  Board  of 
Works,  Gordon  3279.  14303-14307 In  none  of  the  districts  in  which  witness  (in- 

specting officer)  has  been  employed  did  abuses  exist  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as 

in  Clare,  ib.  3491-3502 Statistical  data  proving  the  large  extent  to  which  persons 

were  improperly  employed  upon  the  works  in  West  Clare,  ib.  3502,  3503.  6368-6379. 

See  also  State  of  the  Country. 

Westby , Mr.  Large  property  in  the  county  possessed  by  him  (an  absentee),  Fishbourne 
5433- 

Westropp,  Mr.  Character  and  position  in  society  of  Mr.  Westropp,  Gamble  7214,  7215. 
See  also  Corcomroe.  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions , II.  Stackpoole,  Dean. 


Whiteboy  Act.  Remarks  in  the  “ Morning  Chronicle”  of  14  December  1846  relative  to 
Mr.  Labouchere’s  circular  calling  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Whiteboy  Act  as  to  people  going  armed,  Ev.  p.  320,  and  App.p.  849. 

Wlntstone,  Mr.  Evidence  respecting  him,  Wynne  1506.  1526-1529;  John  Fitzgerald 
6108-6143. See  also  Fitzgerald,  Rev.  Charles. 


Whittu,  The  Very  Reverend  Archdeacon  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Archdeacon  of 
Kilfenora,  magistrate  for  Clare,  and  chairman  of  the  Ennistimon  relief  committee;  has 
filled  the  latter  office  for  two  years,  and  attended  almost  every  meeting  except  the  Sunday 

meetings,  4097-4102 Remembers  the  meeting  held  on  15  Ocober  1846;  Captain 

Baillie,  the  inspecting  officer,  attended  it;  general  correctness  of  his  report  thereof, 

4103-4108 Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  were  there;  remarks  made  by  them 

upon  the  Government  and  the  Board  of  Woik*;  noise  and  confusion  prevailing;  objec- 
tion made  to  the  small  number  of  men  (300)  proposed  by  Captain  Baillie  to  be  put  on  the 

works,  4109-4121.  4126-4132.  4211-4213 Attempt,  made  by  witness  to  defend  the 

officers  of  the  Board ; nature  of  the  charge  brought  against  them,  4122-4132. 

Irregular  state  of  the  relief  lists  at  this  time,  4133-4136 Considerable  confusion 

generally  prevalent,  4137 Great  pressure  on  the  committee  from  labourers  desiring  to 

be  put  to  work,  4138,  4139 Culpable  carelessness  in  the  mode  of  conducting  business 

by  the  committee  ; efforts  made  by  witness  to  correct  this  ; immense  irregularity  prevail- 
ing, 4140-4144 Imperfect  examination  of  the  lists ; circumstances  under  which  witness 

signed  them,  4145-4152 Result  in  a number  of  persons  not  destitute  being  put  on; 

consequent  exclusion  of  the  really  destitute,  4153- 4|63.  4lC4 Course  pursued  by 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Sheehan  in  sending  in  lists  ; vast  number  of  names  sent  in  by  him,  many 

being  men  who  ought  not  to  have  been  put  on,  4154-4164 Course  that  ought  to  have 

been^ followed  in  the  preparation  of  the  lists ; actual  practice,  4165-4168. 


Attendance  of  Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  relief  commiitee,  4169-4177 

How  lar  Major  Macnamara  had  reason  for  making  the  complaints  he  did  at  the 

meeting  on  15  October;  belief  of  witness  that  although  the  measures  of  the  Government 
did  not  meet  the  distress,  everything  was  done  thai  could  be  done  under  the  pressure, 
4178-4186- — Opposition  made  by  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  and  Mr.  John  O’Brien  to  the 
course  proposed  to  be  taken  by  ihe  Government;  quiet  character  of  both  the  Messrs. 
O’Brien,  4187,  4188. 

Complaints  of  Mr.  O’Brien,  Major  Macnamara,  and  others,  of  the  men  being  put  upon 
task-work  without  regular  agreement  as  to  pay,  and  without  sufficient  impleunnts;  how 

far  well  founded,  41H9-4199 An, mint  of  subsistence  money  per  day,  4200,  4201 

Little  work  done  by  the  men ; they  did  not  earn  the  wages  paid  them  as  subsistence, 

4200-4204 Complaint  made  on  this  ground  by  the  landed  proprietors  and  cess-payers 

420^—4.207 Delay  occasionally  in  the  payment ; general  satisfaction  ot  the  people  with 

the  payment,  4208,4209 Several  meetings  of  the  relief  committee  had  been  held 

befoie  15  October,  4210 Men  of  substance  were  put  on  the  works,  4214— — Acknow- 

ledgement by  witness  that  it  was  his  duty  to  examine  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  persons  who  were  placed  on  the  lists ; impossibility,  however,  of  his  doing  so; 
efforts  lie  made  to  induce  the  members  of  .he  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
i he  people  for  relief  within  their  several  localities,  4216-4225-— W itness  is  not  aware  of 

any  member  of  the  Ennistin.on  committee  being  employed  on  the  works,  4226- Versons 

were  not  placed  on  the  lists  from  any  apprehensions  of  violence,  4227-4231. 

Witness  was  present  at  the  committee  at  which  ihe  lists  were  revised  by  Captain 
Eislibouine  : little  assistance  given  by  ihe  members  of  the  committee  therein,  4232-4238 
Witness  also  attended  the  presentment  sessions  at  Corofin  on  30  November;  gene- 
ral correctness  of  the  report  of  the  meeting  in  the  “ Clare  Journal  of  3 December, 

4230-4242 Great  excitement  prevailing  at  that  meeting;  number  of  persons  present; 

la  roe  proportion  of  the  class  of  labourers,  4243-4247—  Discussion  respecimg  Mr. 
Labouchere’s  letter;  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr  O’Brien  and  Captain  Wynne; 
pointed  expressions  and  excitement  of  the  former;  fo.btarame  and  good  temper  dis- 
mayed by  Captain  Wynne,  4248-4260—  Statement  of  Mr.  0 B.ien  as  to^lns^  not 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 

Whitty,  The  Very  Reverend  Archdeacon  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— con^W. 

’ .ir  r io nf pnant  and  Mr.  Labouchere  as  men  of  common  understanding,” 
STtSr^S. "is  Tbedeeld  offensive,  4261-4265— Stamen,  of  &. 
O'Brien that  it  tvas  a life-and-death  question,”  and  that  they  were  insulted  by  the 
Gove^mem  and  their  officials,”  4=66-4^8— S.aieroent  also  made  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  have  procured  sufficient  implements  from  the  tradesmen  in  the  neighboar- 
hood  - unfairness  of  this  objection;  explanation  made  by  Mi.  Gambe,  4 69-4081-  - 

Various  expressions  used  both  by  Mr.  O'  Brian  and  Captain  Wynne  adverted  to  ; Meted 
Stole  of  Mr  O’Brien  ; calm  and  temperate  language  and  demeunom  ol  Captain  Wynne, 

Ia8u-U80o'4qio Witness  left  the  meeting  with  Mr.  Burton  bat  returned  in  a short 

Jime-  his  reasons  for  doing  so,  4301-4304-  4335"4337; dow  Mr.  OBrie,,, 

remarks  may  be  deemed  to  have  been  of  an  electioneering  cliaracier , 4305-4307— Duty 
of  1 lie  veil  try  to  have  co-operated  more  warmly  wrth  the  Board  and  its  officers ; whether 
Mr  O’Brien  may  be  considered  10  have  withheld  his  countenance  and  co-operation, 

4308-4311 Approbation  of  the  conduct  and  manner  of  Mr.  Gamble,  4312. 

Charges  brought  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett;  their  nature  ; inquiry  in- 
stituted : result;  how  far  reason  for  the  complaints  existed  ; occasion  of  Major  Macna- 
mara malting  an  apology  to  Mr.  Millet.,  43,3-4334— Witness  stood  alone  in  lm 
objection  to  the  presentment  for  tillage ; caution  given  by  Captain  Wynne,  Mr.  Hill,  and 
Mr  Gamble,  that  ii  would  not  be  sanctioned  ; exceeding  judiciousness  of  their  conduct 

in  refusing  ti  consult  the  Board  in  Dublin,  4338-4349 Present  feeling  on  this  subject, 

4350-4354 How  far  benefit  or  otherwise  would  have  resulted  from  a presentment  for 

tillage,  4355-4366-  . . . 

Witness  was  at  a presentment  sessions  on  1 1 December,  Major  Macnamara  in  the 
clmir;  disputes  on  the  subject  of  implements  and  the  proceedings  under  the  Board  of 
Works;  demeanour  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  4367-4381  Language  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Gamble,  on  his  entering  the  room,  by  Major  Macnamara  ; complaints  made 
by  the  Major;  answers  given  by  Mr.  Gamble,  4382-4392  —Passage  m Captain 
Wynne’s  letter  detailing  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  referring  to  ‘ assassination; 
hoi  far  he  was  justified  in  using  these  terms ; particular  expressions  of  the  Members  or 

Clare,  4303-4398 Degree  to  which  the  safety  of  the  officers  was  imperilled  by  rvhat 

bad  passed ; attack  made  on  Mr.  Millett;  threatening  notice  pot  mto  witness  s hand  as 

to  this  individual,  4399-4402 Removal  of  Mr.  Millett  from  Enn, stimuli,  4403-4405- 

Difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  O'Brien  and  Captain  Wynne  at  the  meeting  of 
10  December-  »reat  confusion  and  uproar  prevailing;  witness  s suggestion  for  the  ad- 
journment from  the  open  court  to  the  committee-room,  44o6-44jS— 
upon  after  the  adjournment,  relative  to  the  charges  contained  in  Mi.  Weetropp ' ■ 1 '««* 
respecting  Dean  Stack  poole’s  tenants  ; those  letters  read  ; how  far  calculated  to  irritate 
Mr  O'Brien  4410-4428 Precise  occasions  of  the  words  “conspiracy  and  con- 

tempt” bein.iled  - tumult  that  arose;  demand  of  Mr.  O’Brien  that  Captain  Wynne 
should  be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace,  4429-4433.  444°-  4443_4447  . tronf= 

ner  in  which  Mr.  Hanrahan,  the  Roman-catholic  clergyman,  expressed  himself  4434. 

4435 Forbearance  exhibited  by  Captain  Wynne,  4436-4438 Opportunity  ot  ex- 

planation  subsequently  gained  for  the  Captain;  its  satisfactory  natuie,  4439,  444 

Testimony  generally  in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne  and  Mr.  Gamble,  4441,  4442-  4448, 

444 q Period  during  which  witness  has  known  Major  Macnamara  ; lespec  a 1 y 

his  tenantry,  4450-4456 Large  outlay  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  in  the  improvement  ot 

his  estates, ^457,  4458 Many  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  dismissed 

labourers  usually  employed  by  them,  4459- 

[Second  Examination.] — Remark  made  by  Mr.  O'Brien  10  the  people,  ol : the  Enuisti- 
mon  meeting  on  4 December,  as  to  having  been  obliged  to  ask  Captain  Wynne 
meant  to  be  personal  when  he  referred  to  the  gentry  of  the  county  placing  their  com 
fortable  tenants  on  the  list;  excitement  produced  thereby,  4460-4463  ., 

remark  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  as  to  Captain  Wynne  having  no  right  to  interfere J 
the  relief  committees,  and  as  to  his  differing  from  Captain  Wynne  s policy  m exc ami  g 
a man  from  relief  so  long  as  he  possessed  other  means  to  subsist  upon;  eviaeuc 
relation  hereto,  4464-4476.  4568-4571. 

Chartres  brought  against  the  Government  officers  by  the  Members  for  Clare,  o pre 
venting  the  employment  of  the  people,  and  of  appointing  strangers  to  be  stewai  , 
meeting  at  which  these  charges  were  brought  forward,  4477-4490— —Report  curr 

to  the  stewards  having  paid  for  their  appointments,  4491-4496 Effect  pioduce  P 

the  people  by  these  complaints  of  the  Members  for  Clare;  light  in  which  they  p 

the  Government  officers,  4497 Correction  of  evidence  given  on  previous  exam  - 

lion,  (Q.  4226),  as  to  witness  not  being  aware  of  a member  of  a committee  » 

employed  upon  the  works ; case  cited,  4497-4499 Belief  that  the  course  taken  J 

the  Members  for  Clare,  at  the  meeting  at  Ennistimon  on  4 December  was  caicui 
to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works  in  the  execu 

their  duty,  4500,  4501 Possibility  of  that  course  leading  also  to  the  P . 

danger  of  the  officers  ; change  witness  experienced  in  the  feelings  of  the  people 
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Whitt y,  The  Very  Reverend  Archdeacon  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 
him  in  consequence  of  his  taking  side  with  the  officers ; assault  attempted  upon  him, 
4502-4526. 

Investigation  instituted  into  the  charge  with  regard  to  the  improper  appointment  of 
officers;  complete  acquittal  of  Mr.  Millett  of  everything  but  a want  of  courtesy,  4527- 

453 1 Further  allusion  to  the  charge  brought  by  Mr.  VVestropp,  on  the  part  ofDean 

Stackpoole’s  tenants,  against  Mr.  O’Brien,  4532-4534 Large  contributions  which 

Major  Macnamara  and  Mr.  O’Brien  will  be  called  upon  to  make  towards  the  sum  pre- 
sented for  by  the  sessions  for  public  works,  4535-4538 Further  testimony  to  the 

forbearance,  good  temper,  and  exertion  displayed  by  Captain  Wynne;  how  far  the 
gentry  of  Clare  share  in  this  feeling,  4539-4541 No  attempt  was  made  to  substan- 

tiate the  charge  of  bribery  brought,  against  the  officers  of  the  Board,  4542. 

Reiteration  of  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the  violence  prevailing  at  the  meeting  at 
Ennistimon,  10  December;  personal  danger  in  which  the  Board’s  officers  were  placed; 
degree  to  which  the  Members  for  Clare  are  to  be  considered  responsible  for  the  tumult, 

4533_4559 The  farmers  of  the  district  dismissed  their  labourers,  whom  they  got 

placed  upon  the  public  works;  the  farmers  themselves  were  at  work  on  the  public  roads, 
4560,  4561 The  landowners  employed  their  tenants  on  the  public  works;  and  re- 
ceived part  of  their  wages  for  rent,  4562-4567 Opinion  that  Captain  Wynne  had  a 

clear  right  to  interfere  both  at  presentment  sessions  and  at  the  relief  committees,  4568- 

4571* 

[Third  Examination.] — Principle  on  which  the  Ennistimon  committee  acted  in  regard 
to  filling  up  the  column  for  land ; cpmparison  with  the  practice  obtaining  in  the  Liscannor 

district,  12788-12821 System  also  pursued  with  respect  to  entering  opposite  the 

name  of  a second  person  taken  out  of  the  same  family  the  like  particulars  as  were 
entered  opposite  the  first,  leading  to  the  inference  that  they  were  two  distinct  families, 

1 12822-12832 -Regular  attendance  of  Mr.  O’Brien  on  the  Liscannor  committee; 

efficient  manner  in  which  that  committee  fulfilled  its  duties,  12833, 12834* 

Whitty,  The  Very  Rev.  Archdeacon.  Objection  raised  by  Archdeacon  Whitty  to  the  course 
taken  by  the  Corofin  presentment  sessions  in  urging  the  presentment  for  tillage ; on  what 

grounds,  Burton  3804.  3877 Letter  from  Archdeacon  Whitty,  dated  10  March  1847,  to 

Captain  Wynne,  bearing  testimony  to  the  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  as 

inspecting  officer,  Whitty  4442  ; App.  p.  795 Support  accorded  to  the  Government 

officers  by  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Baillie  4662.4709,  4710;  Fishbourne  5455 Condi- 

tional signature  of  lists  by  Archdeacon  Whitty,  Dr.  J.  Shannon  9174,  9175- 

See  also  Corcomroe  Extraordinary  Presentment  Sessions , I.  2.  Ennistimon  Relief 
Committee,  2.  Inchiquin  Extraoi'dinary  Presentment  Sessions,  I.  2. 

Women.  Large  number  of  women  struck  off  the  works  in  Killilagh  by  Captain  Gordon, 

Gordon  6361  ; Fallon  10774.  10788.  10833. Report  of  Captain  Gordon,  dated  28 

February  1847,  in  which  he  speaks  of  having  struck  off  a large  number  of  women  em- 
ployed on  the  public  works  in  Killilagh,  App.  p.  773. 

Wrynn,  Mr.  A member  of  a relief  committee  and  Poor-law  guardian ; filled  also  the  office 
of  steward  on  the  public  works,  Whitty  4497-4499. 

Wyndham , Colonel.  Owning  property  in  Clare ; took  no  part  in  the  relief  committees, 

Gamble  2285 Has  a fine  model  farm;  conducted  wholly  at  his  own  expense;  gives 

much  employment,  Whitty  4565 Large  property  possessed  by  Colonel  Wyndham  (an 

absentee)  in  the  district,  Fishbourne  5433 -Extensive  employment  afforded  to 

labourers  on  his  estate,  ib.  5458  ; Hill  7877  ; Morris  8725 Emigration  that  lias  taken 

place  at  his  expense,  Cullinam  10008. 

Wynne,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Formerly  in  the  Army;  has  sold  out, 

1.  1223-1229.  2112-2116 Inspecting  officer  under  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland, 

2-5 Was  first  employed  in  Clare,  2.7-9 Instruct  ions  issued  for  witness’s  guidance; 

variations  therein  by  circulars  from  time  to  time,  6.  10-22 Course  pursued  by  witness 

on  first  entering  upon  his  duties;  communication  he  had  with  Captain  O’Brien  (his  pre- 
decessor in  Clare),  23-34 Dissatisfaction  expressed  by  the  labourers  on  the  public 

works  with  the  system  of  task-work;  their  unwillingness  to  exert  themselves;  steps 

taken  to  give  them  information  and  bring  them  into  better  order,  35-41.  56-65 Rate 

of  earnings  by  task-work;  directions  given  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  prices,  42,  43. 
4gs  go — —Complaints  made  that  men  were  employed  who  were  in  better  circumstances 
than  those  seeking  employment,  44-48 Number  of  persons  that  made  these  com- 
plaints; comparison  with  those  employed,  51-53 Irregularities  at  first  in  the  pay- 
ments, 61.  316 Course  pursued  as  to  the  measurement;  complaints  on  that  ground, 

62.  311-315 Great  scarcity  of  provisions  ; how  far  the  unwillingness  of  the  labourers 

to  work  may  be  traced  to  inability  produced  by  want  of  food,  66-68. 

Wages  offered  by  farmers  to  agricultural  labourers;  the  latter  would  not  leave  the 

public  works,  69-73 The  dissatisfaction  at  first  expressed  as  to  task-work,  and  as 

to  the  woik  not  being  measured  frequently  enough,  has  ceased  in  consequence  ot  the 
labourers  being  allowed  to  practise  abuses,  74-86 Mode  in  which  these  frauds  were 

0.105.  613  perpetrated; 
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Wynne,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

perpetrated;  cognizance  the  stewards  had  of  them,  87-89 By  whom  the  stewards 

were  appointed  90-94,  120>  l21_ Date  of  witness’s  leaving  the  county;  other  officers 

with  whom  he  acted,  95-99 Mr.  Gamble  was  the  engineer  in  charge,  too,  101 

The  Board  of  Works  appointed  the  local  engineers;  officer  to  whom  they  sent  their 

returns  and  reports,  102-106 Large  proportion  of  the  stewards  that  connived  at 

abuses;  interest  ihey  had  in  allowing  them;  station  in  life  of  the  stewards,  107-113. 

122 -Course  pursued  in  admitting  labourers  upon  the  works  ; witness’s  duties  in  regard 

thereto,  114-118.  123 Intimidation  practised  towards  strange  stewards,  119 

Irregularity  and  fraud  that  took  place  in  the  measurement  of  the  work  ; difficulty  expe- 
rienced in  obtaining  competent  persons,  124-126 Neglect  by  relief  committees  in 

Clare  of  the  instructions  issued  to  them  to  return  lists  of  persons  to  be  put  on  the 
works,  to  the  inspecting  officer  ; persons  have  been  put  on  without  that,  officer  being  in- 
formed of  it;  proportion  of  the  actual  number  employed  so  put  on,  127-156 Ques- 

tion as  to  the  power  of  the  inspecting  officer  to  place  labourers  on  the  works  without 

consulting  the  relief  committee,  130-134 Number  of  relief  committees  in  the  county 

Clare;  number  thereof  with  which  the  iVJ  embers  for  Clare  were  connected  ; their  names; 
occasions  on  which  witness  met  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  Macnamara  thereat,  and  at  pre- 
sentment sessions,  15,4-172.  224-231 Business  tiansacted  by  the  relief  committee  at 

Eimistimon;  notice  witness  gave  of  his  intention  to  be  present,  173-177 Place  of 

meeting  of  this  committee;  number  of  persons  forming  it ; their  rank  in  life,  178-184 

Attendance  of  the  lower  orders  at  the  meetings;  how  far  they  could  be  aware  of 

what  was  passing;  attendance  of  the  police;  behaviour  of  the  people  on  the  occasion  of 
the  meeting  on  5 November,  and  at  that  on  18  November;  repeal  meeting  held  in  the 
same  building  on  the  latter  occasion,  185-200.  296-298. 

Mode  of  appointment  of  the  relief  committees,  201-205 -Fluctuations  in  the 

number  of  im mbers,  and  in  their  attendance,  206-215- Duration  ot  ihe  first  and 

second  meetings  at  Ernistimon  before  alluded  to;  business  transacted,  216-218- 
Failure  of  ihe  committees  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  in  revising  the  fists; 
usual  answer  made  when  witness  called  their  attention  10  their  duty,  219-223——  Dates 
of  the  occasions  on  which  witness  desired  the  revision  to  he  proceeded  with,  the  Members 
for  Clare  being  present ; reasons  of  this  request  not  being  complied  with,  224-244  — 

Question  as  to  whether  the  inspecting  officer  has  power  to  discontinue  the  works  in  the 

event  of  refusal  or  neglect  to  revise  the  lists,  246-247 Danger  in  which  witness  was 

placed  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  meeting  on  18  November,  when  ihe  repeal  meeting 
was  being  held  ; explanation  of  ihe  circumstances  which  led  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
committee  from  the  opi  n court-house  to  the  private  room  ; dissatisfaction  expressed  by  t le 

people,  251-279 W itness’s  impression  that  all  the  speeches,  except  that  ol  Archdeacon 

Wbitiy,  were  addressed  to  the  people  in  court,  280,  281 Particulars  as  to  the  datea 

of  witness’s  letters  containing  the  charges,  282-293 Meeting  at  which  some  reinaiks 

attributed  to  witness,  regarding  treating  what  Mr.  O’Brien  had  said  with  contempt,  are 
stated  tu  have  been  made,  295-298. 

Extent  to  which  the  people  were  employed  in  contract  work  ; stone  breaking  was  done 

by  task-work,  299-305 The  men  were  set  to  work  in  cutting  hills  and  making  roads, 

305 — —The  Board  of  Works  found  implements  5 complaints  made  of  their  insufficiency; 

great  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  them,  306-310 The  measurement  of  the 

work  was  not  proceeded  with  in  some  cases  because  the  labourers,  on  account  of  tfie 
sums  they  had  received  as  subsistence,  would  have  been  brought  in  as  debtors,  31 1-3*5 
Infnquency  of  payment  being  delayed  for  any  length  of  lime,  316 Witness  is  unac- 
quainted wiili  an  instance  of  il.e  servants  of  the  local  engineer  being  put  on  the  pay  list, 
317-319 The  want  of  implements  was  not  a cause  of  opposition  to  task-work,  320. 

Examination  as  to  the  allegations  contained  in  witness’s  letters  seriatim,  321  el 
Letter  addressi  d by  witness  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones,  chairman  of  the  Hoar  o 
Works,  dated  5 November  1846;  explanation  as  to  the  passage  therein,  as  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  district  asserting  a right  to  get  a portion  of  the  money  through  the  medium  ot  ei 

tenants,  321-345 Further  passage  as  to  witness  having  bt;en  surrounded  by  aye  nig 

mob  at  Ennistimon,  346-358.  362 Pa-sage  referring  to  the  old  lists  having  been 

revised,  359,  360—. — Passages  adverting  to  the  want  of  punctuality  in  payment,  an 
causes  thereof,  361-365. 

Letter  of  26  November;  passage  alluding  to  an  assurance  entertained  by  w'tr\e*s  l'ia* 
the  revision  of  the  lists  by  the  relief  committees  would  be  carried  out  on  just  and  hones 

principles;  particulars  as  to  certain  circulars,  366-369 Continuation  of  the  letter, 

stating  that  the  revision  had  been  effected  upon  unjust  principles,  370-379-"T^  e,a^ 

that  occurred  in  the  transmission  of  theKilfenora  lists,  380-387 Witness’s  motives  or 

not  attending  the  Liscannor  committee, 388-402 Number  out  of  100  cases  alluded  to  as 

being  improperly  placed  on  the  lists  that  witness  is  now  prepared  to  substan  ia  e, 

402-418.  439-442 Passage  in  the  letter  adverting  to  the  probability  of  revenge^  being 

taken  by  those  struck  off  the  lists  ; and  as  to  the  people  knowing  their  “ oppressors,  4*9 

421 Charge  brought  against  the  Rev.  Mr.  Quin,  v.p.,of  preferring  the  claims  ott  os 

who  paid  their  dues  best ; case  of  a poor  stranger  being  refused  employment,  421~43  ; er 
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Wynne,  Captain  Edmund.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— continued. 

Further  passage  in  the  letter  of  26  November,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  re- 
construction of  the  committees,  on  the  ground  of  improper  individuals  having  become 
members  thereof ; instance  cited  of  a committee-man  applying  for  a stewardship  ; dis- 
claimer of  any  allusion  to  the  Members  for  Clare,  443“454- 459,  460 Statements  as  to 

witness  having  met  but  two  Protestant  clergymen  in  the  entire  of  the  committees  ; proba- 
ble-cause of  their  absence;  and  that  “the  gentlemen  of  character  were  fast  following 

their  example,”  4,55-458.  461-468 Explanation  as  to  witness  having  stated  that  he 

had  been  deceived  in  his  expectation  of  a cessation  of  the  turbulence  he  had  met  with  in 

the  committees  on  his  first  arrival,  469,  470 Passage  respecting  the  engineers  and 

stewards  having  received  threatening  letters,  471,  472. 

[Second  Examination.]— Further  explanation  in  regard  to  the  passage  in  the  letter  of 
26  November,  referring  to  the  inferior  position  in  life  and  character  of  some  of  the  com- 
mittee-men ; committees  and  individuals  alluded  to  ; additional  instances  cited  of  mem- 
bers of  relief  committees  being  stewards  and  gangers,  473-497 Occasion  of  witness 

addressing  the  people  at  Kilmealy;  subject  on  which  he  spoke;  denial  of  having  men- 
tioned the  names  of  the  Members  for  Clare,  498-508.  547-551 Communication  wit- 

ness had  with  Sir  Lucius  O’Brien  (Lieutenant  of  Clare)  as  to  the  re-formation  of  the  relief 
committees, 509-513— —Complaints  witness  made  of  the  Killilagh  committee;  investi- 
gation held  at  witness’s  request  into  a charge  made  against  that  committee  in  the  letter 
of  26  November ; statement  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Ward  on  that  occasion  ; result,  514—546. 

Letter  of  1 December  1846;  passage  in  this  letter  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  having  made 
a “ hustings  speech  ” at  the  meeting  at  Corofin  on  the  previous  day ; disclaimer  by  witness 
of  having  originated  the  expression  ; his  feeling  as  to  the  probable  effect  that  speech 
■would  have ; particulars  as  to  the  language  used  by  Mr.  O’Brien  ; newspaper  report 

referred  10,552-574.  644,  645 Considerable  excitement  prevailing  at  this  time  in  Clare 

against  the  Government  and  its  officers,  575-578 Complaints  made  of  the  want  of 

tools  ; this  wa>  not  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  the  turbulence,  579-589 Belief  that  the 

labourers  would  rather  be  without  tools  that  they  might  have  an  excuse  for  not  doincr  the 
work,  585-588.  623,  624 They  would  not  get  the  subsistence-money  unless  they5 per- 
formed work,  588-594 The  insufficiency  of  tools  did  not  prevent  men  being  employed  ; 

how  far  it  would  operate  in  keeping  them  on  short  wages,  595-602,  649-658. 

Complaint  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  meeting  at  Corofin  relative  to  the  scarcity  of 

tools,  603-608 Complaint  also  made  that  the  tools  were  not  manufactured  in  the 

•neighbourhood,  609-614 Observations  made  by  the  chairman  as  to  the  mismanage- 

ment of  the  Board  of  Works;  how  farother  individuals  joined  therein,  61 5-618.  640-645 

Vote  come  to  that  no  further  sum  should  be  granted  except  under  Mr.  Labouchere’s 

letter,  619-622 Number  of  persons  in  the  body  of  the  court  on  this  occasion;  their 

riotous  conduct;  no  observations  were  addressed  to  them  from  the  bench,  623-632. 

641-643 Witness’s  temper  and  manner  when  making  his  observations  in  defence 

of  the  Board  of  Works,  633,  634.  662-667 His  meaning  when  alluding  to  the  want 

of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  gentry  with  the  Board,  635-637 Acquaintance 

witness  had  with  the  Members  for  Clare  before  going  into  that  county,  638 The  people 

received  subsistence  if  they  appeared  10  be  working  all  day,  639’ Doubts  whether 

the  incorrectness  of  the  measurement  was  occasioned  by  incapacity  in  the  measurers; 

intentional  inaccuiacy  on  the  side  of  excess,  646-7,  648.  659-661 Witness  does  uot 

•object  to  the  complaints  themselves,  but  only  to  the  mode  in  which  they  were  made, 
649-652. 

[Third  Examination.] — Letter  dated  5 December  1846  ; passage  therein  referring  to  the 
objects  for  which  ihe  Members  for  Clare  had  attended  the  extraordinary  presentment  ses- 
sions, held  at  Ennistimon  on  the  previous  day ; meaning  witness  attaches  to  the  expres- 
sions he  has  used;  charge  brought  forward- by  Major  Macnamara,  776-797 Further 

paragraph  advening  to  the  subject  of  the  people  being  employed  in  tilling  the  ground  ; 

discussion  that  took  place  on  that  subject,  798-803.  897-906 Passage  alluding  to 

■witness  protesting  against  the  entire  pioceedings ; the  protest  was  a verbal  one;  the 
Board  oJ  Works  refused  to  sanction  the  pieseutiuent,  thereby  abiding  by  witness’s 

decision,  804-814 Statement  charging  the  two  county  members  with  going  to  the 

meeting  with  the  view  to  holding  up  witness  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Board,  to  the 
resentment  of  the  people;  light  in  w.iich  those  expressions  are  to  be  viewed,  815-845 

Letterdated  12  December  l846,addres-ed  by  Major  Macnamara  to  Mi.  Labouchere, 

complaining  of  witne's’s  conduct  towards  Mr.  O’Brien,  and  stating  that  it  was  not  safe 

for  him  (witness)  to  remain  iu  that  locality  in  consequence,  846-860 Period  of  the 

day  at  which  the  presentment  meeting  was  held  ; names  of  Government  officers  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  county  present,  861-870- Place  in  which  the  meeting  was  held;  large 

body  of  people  present,  871-874 Speech  made  by  Major  Macnamara;  reception 

given  to  it  by  the  .people,  875-877 Speech  also  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien;  how  far  it 

advocated  measures  at  variance  witn  witness’s  instructions,  878-883 Addresses  deli- 
vered by  other  individuals  on  the  same  occasion,  884-888 Tone  and  manner  in  which 

witness  addtessed  himself  to  the  bench,  889-896. 

Prevailing  feature  at  all  meetings  in  Glaie  that  the  relief  committees  took  one  set  of 
opinions,  and  those  agaiust  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  the  Government  officers,  907, 

0.105.  6*4  908 
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n08 Active  part  taken  by  the  Members  for  Clare  in  expressing  those  opinions;  pro- 
minent position  of  those  gentlemen  in  the  county,  909-912 Further  explanation  in 

regard  to  the  paragraph  in  witness’s  letter  of  5 December,  referring  to  the  danger  in- 
curred bv  the  Government  officers ; witness’s  convictions  on  the  subject  at  the  present 

time  913-916 Haste  with  which  all  the  letters  were  written;  different  terms  in  which 

they  would  have  been  couched  had  witness  been  aware  of  their  subsequent  publication; 

fidelity  of  their  representations,  917-945-  H95_1204 Communication  witness  had 

with  Mr.  Labouchere  on  the  subject  of  the  letters,  935-937; How  far  the  opposition 

offered  by  the  Members  for  Clare  to  the  Government  officers  involved  the  personal  danger 

of  the  latter,  946-955 Grounds  on  which  witness  declined  to  sanction  the  presentment 

for  tillage,  956-960 Extent  to  which  witness’s  time  was  occupied  ; clerk  employed  by 

him ; 961-963 Witness  received  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Works  for  his  services  in 

Clare,  964 Formal  channel  through  which  the  presentment  was  sent  to  the  Board  of 

Works;  965-968 Further  passage  in  the  letter  adverting  to  the  support  given  to  the 

Government  officers  by  Mr.  John  O’Brien,  M.P.,  Archdeacon  Whitty  and  oLhers,  969-973 
Meaning  implied  in  the  expression  “ crippled  by  intimidation,”  974-982 Consi- 
derable discussion  as  to  the  presentment  under  Mr.Labouchere’s  letter ; different  construc- 
tions put  by  the  presentment  sessions  and  by  witness  upon  the  letter  ; popularity  of  the 
former  construction  ; the  Government  took  witness’s  view,  983-1010. 

Letters  of  10,  11,  and  13  December,  referring  to  a meeting  held  on  10  December  for 
the  investigation  of  certain  complaints  against  the  local  officers  of  the  Board  of  Works; 
treatment  witness  received  on  that  occasion;  command  lie  maintained  over  his  temper, 

1011-1030 Explanation  of  a passage  implying  that  witness  used  strong  language  on 

the  occasion,  1031-1039 And  of  another  passage  implying  violence,  1040,  1041 

Denial  of  having  corrected  the  report  of  the  Ennistimon  meeting  given  in  the  “ Clare 

Journal,”  1042,  1043 Passage  in  the  letter  of  13  December,  alluding  to  “beneficial 

effects  having  resulted,”  &c. ; meaning  to  be  attached  thereto ; increased  support  after- 
wards accorded  10  witness  by  the  gentry,  1044,  1045 Circumstances  which  led  wit- 

ness to  state  that  “ the  lists  were  becoming  tolerably  fair,”  1046— Complaints  brought 

against  the  local  officers  by  Mr.  C.  O’Brieu,  1047-1049 Investigation  instituted  into 

a complaint  made  by  Major  Macnamara  against  Mr.  Millett ; grounds  thereof;  result; 
refusal  of  the  Major  to  give  up  a paper  out  of  which  lie  read  the  charge,  1049-1089. 

Charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien  contained  in  a letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Westropp,  agent 
to  DeaiTstackpoole,  to  the  authorities  in  Dublin ; denial  thereof  by  Mr.  O’Brien ; investi- 
gation instituted,  1090-1114.  1205-1214 Complaint  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  of  not 

having  received  notice  of  the  charges;  expression  used  as  to  a “conspiracy  ”;  terms  in 
which° witness  addressed  Mr.  O’Brien  in  reply;  use  made  of  the  word  “ contempt ” ; 
period  at  which  the  confusion  began;  gentlemen  taking  part  therein,  1115-1121.  1133- 

1 1 94 Extent  of  witness’s  communication  with  newspaper  reporters,  1122-1132 

Measures  since  taken  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  O’Brien ; large 
number  of  Dean  Stackpoole’s  tenants  employed  on  the  works,  1215-1222. 

[Fourth  Examination.] — Particulars  respecting  the  9,400  persons  stated  to  have  been 
struck  off  the  lists  by  witness  ; qualification  of  the  terms  used  by  witness  in  his  letter 
on  the  subject;  particulars  generally  as  to  the  lists,  1230-1244.  1328-1407 Ex- 

planation of  passage  in  witness’s  letter  speaking  to  the  direct  and  indirect  menaces  of 
Major  Macnamara  and  others,  1245.  1408-1440 Passage  expressing  absence  of  ap- 

Erehension  “except  the  people  act  under  the  influence  of  persons  whose  interests  would 

e advanced  by  witness’s  withdrawal  from  the  country,”  1246 Further  allusion  to  the 

investigation  at  Liscannorinto  the  charges  brought  by  Mr.  Westropp ; absence  of  evidence 

to  prove  the  charges,  1247-1249 Whether  there-  are  any  reasons  for  believing  them 

to  be  well-founded,  1250-1254 -Letters  dated  14  and  15  December  1846,  addressed  to 

witness  by  Mr.  Westropp,  1255,  1256 -Communication  witness  had  subsequently  to 

15  December  with  Mr.  Westropp,  when  he  expressed  a determination  to  pursue  the 
investigation,  1257—1269. 

Passage  in  witness’s  letter  of  10  December,  expressing  dissatisfaction  with  the  conduct 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county;  how  far  this  applies  to  the  Members  for  Clare,  1270, 

1271.  1274-1280 Further  passage  alluding  to  the  complaints  of  their  having  been 

deprived  of  their  patronage ; particulars  as  to  Major  Macnamara’s  complaints  on  this 

head,  1272,  1273.  1281-1290.  1312-1321 Complaint  made  by  Major  Macnamara  of 

the  inferior  officers  obtaining  their  appointments  by  bribery ; how  far  well-founded ; 

parties  against  whom  it  eventually  became  directed,  1291-1299 Period  at  which  the 

change  in  the  regulations  as  to  the  appointment  of  officers  took  place,  1300— I3t5* 
Passage  in  witness’s  letter,  dated  18  December,  alluding,  with  respect  to.  Mr.  West- 
ropp’s  charges,  to  the  aversion  in  all  classes  to  give  evidence;  confirmation  thereof, 
1322,  1323 — —Passage  in  letter  of  19  December,  respecting  witness  having  “exposed 
dishonesty,  injustice,  and  oppression,  without  regard. to  the  position  of  the  offender;’ 

meaning  of  those  expressions,  1324-1327 Circumstances  connected  with  witness 

shaking  hands  with  Mr.  Cornelius  O’Brien  on  17  December;  feelings  entertained  by 

witness 
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witness  towards  both  the  Members  for  Clare;  private  intercourse  he  has  had  with  them, 

1441-1447 Witness,  after  the  meeting  at  Corofin,  did  not  receive  from  the  Members 

for  Clare  that  countenance  and  co-operation  which  he  expected  when  he  went  there  ; 
opposite  part  taken  by  them  and  some  others  to  the  generality  of  the  gentlemen, 
1448-1457 Application  made  by  Mr.  O’Brien  at  the  Ennistimon  meeting  on  10  De- 

cember to  the  chairman  to  bind  witness  over  to  keep  the  peace ; occasion  of  that  pro- 
ceeding; assistance  goffered  to  witness  in  protecting  him  from  violence,  1458-1468. 

Explanation  as  to  the  use  of  the  expression  “ foul  conspiracy,”  1469-1491 Passage 

ns  to  threats  being  offered  by  the.  people,  1492-1494 Letter  dated  22  December, 

enclosing  specimens  of  lists  showing  “ the  frightful  amount  of  family  they  give  to  each 

individual;”  belief  as  to  fraud  therein,  1495-1502 Further  passage  stating  that  “the 

information  contained  in  those  sheets  was  false,  though  signed  by  the  chairman  (a  Pro- 
testant clergyman) grounds  for  this  assertion,  1503-1529— — Reference  made  in  the 
same  letter  to  Killilagh  being  Major  Macnamara’s  property  ; also  10  Mr.  Cornelius 

O’Brien  being  an  attorney,  1530-1542 How  far  witness  has  complied  with  the  Order 

of  the  House,  calling  for' all  papers  relating  to  his  office,  1543-1551 Frauds  com- 

mitted with  regard  to  increasing  the  numbers  of  applicants;  practice  that  prevailed  of 

sending  children  from  house  to  house  to  increase  the  family,  1552,  1553 Letter  dated 

1 January  relative  to  keeping  impostors  off  the  works ; effect  of  witness’s  conduct  in 
causing  numerous  really  destitute  persons  to  be  taken  on,  1554- 1557-  1562,  1563 
Meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  expression  that  witness  had  “ the  support  and  approval 
of  all  the  honest  part  of  the  gentry  ;”  particular  individuals  to  whom  this  referred,  1558- 
1561 Paragraphs  referring  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  explained,  1564-1572 — —Para- 

graphs adverting  to  the  attack  on  Harrington,  and  the  state  of  rebellion  in  which  the 

county  appeared  to  be  at  that  time,  1573-1578 Particulars  of  the  complaint  brought 

forward  by  Colonel  Synge  as  to  certain  of  his  tenants  being  improperly  put  on  the  works, 

1 ^Letter  dated  4 March  1847 ; reason  of  witness  not  having  furnished  a return  of  the 
number  struck  off  the  list  by  him  in  the  county  Clare;  passages  in  this  letter  referring 
thereto  ; confusion  existing  in  the  whole  system  of  relief  committees,  1582-1595 — -Com- 
plaint witness  made  of  this;  attention  paid  thereto;  how  far  this  applied  to  Ennistimon 

and  Killilagh,  1596-1603 The  persons  improperly  put  on  the  lists  were  paid,  1604- 

,606 Paragraph  in  the  letter  respecting  the  difficulty  witness  experienced  in  inducing 

the  committees  to  reduce  the  number  on  the  lists;  grounds  of  their  objections,  1607- 

16oq Particular  allusion  to  the  Corofin  relief  lists ; threat  to  stop  the  works  made  use 

of  in  this  case;  scrutiny  instituted,  1610-1636 Complaint  of  witness  in  the  same 

letter  that  he  received  no  answers  to  ('bis  communications  in  the  case  of  the  Killilagli 
committee,  1637-1639 Following  paragraph  in  which  witness  pleads  guilty  to  appa- 

rent neglect  of  that  committee;  motives  of  witness  for  ceasing  to  attend  that  and  the 

Liscannor  committee  after  17  December,  1640-1649. 

Occasion  of  Mr.  O’Brien  denouncing  the  Government  and  the  Hoard  as  “mocking 
the  people  in  their  misery,”  1650-1653 Occasions  of  the  M embers  for  Clare  pro- 
nouncing “ the  whole  system  of  relief  to  be  cruel  and  heartless,”  1654,1655 Complaint 

also  made  that  they  taxed  themselves  to  relieve  the  people,  but  were  prevented  doing  so 

bv  the  Board  and  its  officers,  1659-1669 Approval  expressed  by  the  people  in  these 

remarks;  intimidation  practised  towards  the  Board’s  officers  afterwards,  1665-1680— 
Difference  of  opinion  between  the  committees  and  the  Government  officers  as  regarded 
the  class  of  persons  entitled  to  relief ; distinction  witness  drew;  test  he  applied,  1681- 

1604  1713- Irregularities  commilted  iu  Killilagh  by  the  overseers  and  check-clerks 

continuing  to  employ  the  men  contrary  to  the  established  rules  ; how  far  these  may  be 
traced  to  the  non-production  of  the  lists  by  that  committee ; cognizance  the  engmeer 

could  have  had  of  these  abuses,  1695-1708 Passage  m the  same  letter  referring  to  Mr. 

O’Brien’s  constituents  and  tenants  being  on  the  Liscannor  relief  lists ; witness  s rea- 
diness to  substantiate  that  statement,  1709-1712. 

[Fifth  Examination.]— Statement  made  by  witness,  “that  in  most  of  the  committees 
the  rules  laid  down  for  their  guidance  in  the  revision  of  the  lists  were  pronounced  cruel 
and  unjust;”  adhesion  to  that  statement ; how  far  applicable  to  the  committees  on  which 
the  Members  for  Clare  sat;  witness  thinks  the  rules  were  just  and  reasonable,  1714 
171q Difficulty  witness  experienced  in  obtaining  the  lists  from  the  Liscannor  com- 

mittee; dates  of  applications  for  them,  and  of  their  being  received;  m what  respects 

defective,  1720-1740.  1899-1909 Supplemental  list  furnished ; number  ot  names 

struck  off;  witness’s  reasons  for  not  attending  the  committee  to  inquire  the  grounds  of 

their  being  put  on,  1741-1752.  1884-1887 Remarks  made  at  the  next  meeting  by 

Mr.  John  Macnamara,  relative  to  these  names  being  struck  oft;  extract  .rom  lettei  as  to 
the  charge  then  brought  by  that  gentleman  against  witness,  1753  x77°  Paragraph 
reLSto  the  consbluents  and  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Bnen  beutg  on  the  Liscannor  lists; 
Sto"  fated  3.  December  1846,  from  Mr.  John  Higgins  secretary  to  the  relief  com- 
mitlee.  to  witness,  forwarding  the  lists,  lyyi-^S-  1866-1877— -Charge  made  therein 
against  the  officers  of  the  Board  of  putting  persons  on  the  works  without  the  assent  of 
the  relief  committee,  and  adverting  to  the  dismissal  ot  Patrick  M Mahon;  inquiry  made, 
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and  result,  1787-1791.  1878-1883.  1888-1891 Number  of  different  forms  of  lists  fur- 

nished to  the  Liscaunor  relief  committee ; possibility  of  the  committee  being  perplexed  in 
making  their  return;  manuscript  return  made  by  that  committee,  1792-1818.  1841-1865. 

Data  on  which  witness  proceeded  in  striking  off  the  names  in  the  Liscannor  lists; 
how  far  witness  is  borne  out  in  his  statement  as  to  a “ large  number  of  persons  having 
been  recommended  and  employed  who  should  never  have  been  employed  had  he  been 

aware  of  it,”  1819-1840 flow  far  the  differences  between  the  committees  and  the 

Government  officers  may  be  traced  to  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  as  to  who  were 

entitled  to  relief,  1892-1898 Practice  that  obtained  in  regard  to  putting  men  on  the 

works;  tickets  issued;  other  forms  adopted,  1910-1926.  1936 Parties  with  whom 

rested  the  duty  of  making  out  the  lists;  how  far  the  engineers,  overseers,  or  stewards 

interfered;  it  was  no  part  of  their  duty,  1927-1931 Personal  visits,  and  inquiry  made 

by  witness’s  successor,  Captain  Gordon,  at  Liscannor ; witness  is  not  aware  whether  he 

put  back  into  the  lists  any  whom  witness  had  struck  off,  1932-1938 Nor  is  he  aware 

who  called  Captain  Gordon’s  attention  to  Mr.  O’Brien’s  tenants,  1939-1943 Confirma- 

tion of  statement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch  as  to  the  births  and  deaths  and  the  value  of  cows  in 

his  parish,  1944 Witness’s  predecessors  in  the  Clare  district,  1945~195° -Witness 

never  received  any  lists  from  the  Fisher-street  relief  committee;  frequent  application 

made  for  them,  1951-1954 Great  abuses  found  to  exist  there;  their  nature,  1955- 

jg-8 Attempts  witness  made  to  visit  that  place;  on  what  occasions,  1959-1965 

Possibility  of  men  being  put  on  the  lists  without  the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  the 
engineer,  1966-1968. 

Statement  of  witness  as  to  large  numbers  of  comfortable  farmers  and  freeholders  having 
been  employed  on  the  works,  particularly  in  Killilagh,  tenants  and  constituents  of  Major 

Macnamara;  his  authority  for  the  same,  1969-1979 The 'Board  of  Works  would  not 

have  stopped  the  works  for  non-production  of  the  lists ; it  was  never  done  except  for 

outrage,  1980-1983 Great  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  persons  qualified  to 

act  aif stewards  and  check-clerks,  1985-1989 Qualifications  necessary  for  members  of 

committees;  comparison  with  stewards,  1990,  1991 Objection  to  a member  of  a 

relief  committee  acting  as  steward,  ganger,  or  check-clerk,  1992 There  are  no  in- 

stances of  members  of  the  relief  committees  of  Liscannor  or  Killilagh  having  appointed 

‘ stewards,  gangers,  or  check-clerks,  1993 By  whom  those  officers  were  appointed, 

igg4 No  applications  were  made  from  Liscannor  or  Fisher-street  to  be  appointed  to 

those  stations,  1995. 1996- 

Grounds  for  witness’s  statement,  that  he  could  place  no  confidence  in  returns  fur- 
. nished  by  the  committees;  resolution  passed. by  the  Kilmealy  committee  that  this  state- 
. ment  was  unfounded,  1997-2036 — r-Statement  as  to  Major  Macnamara  haying  pointed 
Mr.  Millett  out  to  the  mob;  occasion  thereof;  apology  made,  by  Major  Macnamara, 

2037-2063 Similar  statement  as  to  Mr.  O’Brien  having  endeavoured  to  intimidate 

Mr.  Millett,  2064—2066 Quotations  from  witness’s  letter,  adverting  to  the  intimida- 

tion practised  towards  the  Board’s  officers;  starlight  notice  served  on  witness,  2067- 
2087 Conduct  of  Mr.  O’Brien  and  Major  and  Captain  F.  Macnamara  on  the  occa- 

sion of  that  notice  being  served;  subscription  opened  for  a reward  to  discover  the 
. offender;  special  report  made  by  witness  to  the  Board,  2088-2111. 

[Sixth  Examination.] — Puts  in  letters  received  by  witness  from  gentry  of  the  county 
Clare,  chairmen  of  committees,  and  others,  expressing  approval  of  his  conduct;  also,  list 
of  stewards  and  check-clerks  in  the  Barony  of  Islands  who  either  resigned  or  requested 
to  be  removed  to  other  districts,  2636. 

[Seventh  Examination.] — Number  of  freeholders  in  the  county  Clare  placed  on  the 
Liscannor  relief  lists;  number  of  them  tenants  of  Mr.  O’Brien;  comparison  with  Major 
Macnamara  and  other  landlords;  readiness  of  witness  to  prove  that  certain  of  these  per- 
sons were  in  “comfortable  circumstances,”  2973-3014 Other  relief  lists  in  which 

the  same  occurred,  2989-2991.  2996,  2997. 

[Eighth  Examination.] — Produces  list  of  stewards  and  check-clerks  who  resigned,  or 
threatened  so  to  do  if  not  removed  to  other  districts  ; also,  return  of  stewards  and  check- 
clerks  who  were  members  of  relief  committees,  or  connected  with  them,  3440-3442. 

[Ninth  Examination.] — Explanation  as  to  a passage  in  letter  of  Captain  Gordon,  that 
“ certain  parties  are  paid  to  return  men  in  comfortable  circumstances,”  3525-3537. 

[Tenth  Examination.] — Testimony  to  the  correctness  of  statements  of  Captain  Gordon 
in  his  Fourth  Examination  (Q.  3538-3573)»  3574- 

[Eleventh  Examination.] — Letters  addressed  by  witness  to  the  Liscannor  committee, 
dated  31  October  and  11  November  1846,  put  in  and  read;  effect  of  the  second  to  revoke 
the  instructions  contained  in  the  first  letter;  period  within  which  the  committee  complied 

with  the  requisitions  of  the  first  letter,  7376-7-7394.  7400-7402 Explanation  of  the 

difference  between  the  first  and  second  letters ; possibility  of  misconception,  7395“7399 

Further  letters,  dated  in  November  1846,  addressed  to  the  committee  put  in  and  read, 

7399.  74°0-74°2- Further  letter,  dated  23  November  1846,  addressed  by  witness  to 
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the  committee,  put  in  and  read,  7403- Answer  received  thereto  from  Mr.  C.  O’Brien 

dated  25  November,  enclosing  resolution  of  the  committee  of  the  same  date,  7404-7409 

Reasons  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  contained  in  the  resolution  as  to 

the  lists,  74x0-7430 Application  made  on  17  December  to  the  Liscannor  committee 

for  lists  of  people  then  on  the  works,  with  a supplementary  list  stating  the  names  of 
applicants  for  further  relief;  period  within  which  they  were  sent;  passages  in  witness’s 
letter  of  23  November  bearing  on  this  subject  quoted,  7442-7451.  " 

Letter  received  by  witness  from  the  Liscannor  committee,  dated  5 January  1847, 
enclosing  lists,  7452,7453 Further  letter,  dated  10  January  1847,  enclosing’ resolu- 

tion of  the  committee  of  the  same  date,  with  schedule  specifying  errors  alluded  to  by 

witness,  7454-7456 Answer,  dated  11  January,  addressed  by  witness’s  secretary  to 

the  committee;  subsequent  explanation  made  by  witness  to  Mr.  O’Brien,  7457-7461. 

747°>  7471 Resolutions  of  the  committee,  dated  14  January  1847,  forwarded  to 

witness,  7462,  7463 Answer  made  thereto;  terms  and  style  of  that  answer;  possibi- 
lity of  its  giving  offence  to  the  committee,  7464-7475 Conclusion  at  which  witness 

arrives  after  considering  the  foregoing  resolutions,  &c.,  that  the  committee  did  not  intend 

to  co-operate  with  him  ; on  what  grounds  this  is  founded,  7476-7482 Denial  of  ever 

having  used  strong  language  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Quin,  Rev.  Mr.  Lynch,  or  10  anybody  else, 

7483-7488 Mr.  Knox,  the  editor  of  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  or  his  reporter,  attended  the 

committees,  but  never  with  witness  ; the  Board  of  Works  paid  nothing  for  his  attendance, 

7489-7493 -Situation  held  under  the  Board  by  Mr.  Knox,  7494,  7495 Statement  in 

a former  examination  as  to  witness  having  met  but  two  Protestant  clergymen  in  the  entire 
district ; denial  of  any  intention  to  throw  imputations  upon  the  Protestant  or  other  clergy- 
men, 7496-7506. 

Reference  to  witness’s  answers  to  Q.  1258  to  1 268  ; quotation  from  letter  of  Mr.  West- 
ropp,  in  the  “Clare  Journal”  of  31  December;  witness  lias  no  recollection  of  havino- 

seen  that  letter  before  or  after  it  was  printed,  7507-7511 Inquiry  has  proved  to 

witness  that  of  the  1,800  persons  removed  from  the  works  at  Incliiquin,  no  man  was  put 
on  except  at  the  instance  of  the  committee,  or  a member  thereof,  7512-7517 Instruc- 

tions sent  by  the  Government  on  4 March,  to  the  Incliiquin  committee  among  others,  to 

send  up  their  registry  books ; condition  in  which  sent,  7518-7528 Lists  had  been 

received  from  Inchiquin  before  those  registry  books,  7529,  7530 Great  number  of 

pensioners  put  on  by  the  Ennis  committee;  witness  removed  them,  7531-7534 Class 

of  pensioners  who  were  permitted  to  remain  on,  7535 Rule  obtaining  in  West  Clare 

for  the  landlords  to  place  their  tenants  on  the  lists,  7536-7538.  7542. 

[Twelfth  Examination.] — Letter  witness  received  from  Dean  Stackpoole,  dated  16  De- 
cember 1846,  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  he  stated  that  the  witnesses  were  prevented 
from  being  brought  forward ; witness  did  not  produce  that  letter  at  the  meeting ; went 

on  with  the  investigation  notwithstanding,  8733-8742 Correctness  of  witness’s 

report;  evidence  in  proof,  and  controverting  statements  of  Captain  Morris;  belief  that 
there  were  grounds  for  the  charges  ; quotations  from  the  “ Clare  Journal,”  read  ; consis- 
tency of  the  statements  therein,  and  of  those  in  witness’s  report  to  the  Board,  8743-8887 

Reiteration  of  statements  in  the  report  as  to  the  insurmountable  aversion  to  give 

evidence  pervading  all  classes  of  society;  probable  grounds  thereof,  8793.  8812-8820. 

8829-8831.8884-8887 An  ex  officio  member  of  a relief  committee  ought  to  have 

reported  irregularities  to  the  Board  of  Works  or  to  any  of  the  subordinate  officers;  there 
were  no  particular  orders  to  do  so,  8888. 

[Thirteenth  Examination.]  —Stringency  with  which  witness  acted  up  to  the  rule  he 
laid  down  with  reference  to  the  selection  of  persons  for  employment;  gentlemen  whom 
he  consulted  previously  to  adopting  such  rule;  cognizance  the  Board  of  Works  had  of 

it,  14371-14385.  14504,  14505 Vitws  urged  upon  witness  by  members  of  committees 

on  some  points  affected  by  this  rule;  probable  effect  of  a relaxation  of  it,  14386-14400 

. -Denial  of  the  statement  that  witness  never  attended  the  Liscannor  committee; 

occasion  on  which  witness  did  attend  ; information  he  received  from  Mr.  O’Brien,  lead- 
ing him  to  believe  that  his  attendance  would  be  unnecessary,  14401-14412 Other 

committees  witness  has  not  attended  ; reasons  of  witness  for  not  attending  the  KillJagh 

and  Kilfenora  committees,  14413-14415 Variation  in  the  forms  of  lists  sent  to  the 

Liscannor  committee  by  the  Board  of  Works;  surprise  expressed  that  the  addition  of  the 
column  for  stock  should  create  confusion,  14416,  14417. 

[Fourteenth  Examination.]— Witness  never  received  the  letter  stated  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Fitzgerald  (Q.  11018)  to  have  been  addressed  to  him,  14418-14420 Further  evidence 

in  explanation  of  the  letter  of  witness  (dated  22  December  1846),  in  which  he  states 
certain  lists  to  be  “ untrue,”  though  signed  by  the  chairman,  a Protestant  clergyman, 

14421-14460 Explanation  as  to  the  terms  in  which  witness  wrote  to  the  Liscannor 

committee,  in  answer  to  a letter  from  their  secretary,  accompanying  the  lists  of  31  De- 
cember, 14461-14480 Explanation  as  to  remarks  made  by  witness  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Fallon,  with  regard  to  the  landlords  of  the  county  of  Clare,  14481-14501 Answer 

to  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Liscannor  committee,  that  witness  made  aa  injudicious 
selection  from  the  lists  of  5 January,  14502-14505. 
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Report,  1847 — continued. 


Wynne,  Captain  : 

] . Generally. 

2.  His  Appointment  to  the  District  of  West  Clare ; Danger  in  which  placed 

whilst  there  ; his  Withdrawal. 

3.  Opinion  entertained  bu  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  his  Letters;  his  own 

Explanation  of  the  Circumstances  under  which  they  were  written. 

4.  Testimony  in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct  as  Inspecting  Officer. 

5.  Testimony  to  a contrary  Purport . 

6.  Papers , Reports,  Sfc.,  laid  before  the  Committee. 

1.  Generally: 

Charges  brought  against  the  committees  by  Captain  Wynne;  manner  as  to  language, 
and  temper  in  which  these  charges  were  usually  made,  Gamble  2533-2542 Opinion  ex- 

pressed by  Mr.  O’Brien,  at  Ennistimon,  on  4 December  1846,  that  Captain  Wynne,  as 
inspector/ had  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  relief  committees;  nature  of  Captain 
Wynne’s  duty  in  that  respect,  Gamble  2848,  2849- — Attendance  on  the  relief  committee 
when  called  upon  was  an  important  part  of  Captain  Wynnes  duty  as  inspecting  officer, 

Gordon  3577 Captain  Wynne  stated  generally  to  the  committees  that  independent 

persons  were  on  the  lists  ; did  not  point  out  any  specific  cases,  Cullinam  10141,  1014-2 

Complaint  against  Captain  Wynne  of  not  having  attended  the  Liscanuor  committee  ; 

other  committees  making  the  like  complaint,  Gordon  I4354_143h7- 

Witness  attended  as  reporter  for  the  “ Clare  Journal  ” at  the  presentment  meeting  at 
Corofin  on  30  November;  had  no  communication  with  Captain  Wynne  at  the  time; 
impossibility  of  his  obtaining  possession  of  witness’s  report  previous  to  its  being  printed 

in  the  “ Journal,”  Walker  3994-4018 Captain  Wynne  was  not  in  the  habit  of  calling 

at  the  office  of  the  “ Clare  Journal;”  nor  did  witness  (the  reporter  for  that  journal) 
call  upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  reports  for  his  correction,  ib.  4092-4096. 

2.  His  Appointment  to  the  District  of  West  Clare ; Danger  in  which  placed  whilst 

there;  his  Withdrawal : 

Circumstances  under  which  the  appointment  of  Captain  Wynne,  as  inspecting  officer 
for  Clare,  took  place  ; excellent  character  for  judgment,  firmness,  and  temper  attributed 
to  him,  Jones  674-681 Date  of  Captain  Wynne’s  withdrawal  from  the  western  divi- 
sion of  Clare,  ib.  688-691- Difficulty  of  Captain  Wynne’s  position  111  Clare;  great 

distress  prevailing,  ib.  735,  736 Reasons  which  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  Captain 

Wynne  from  Clare;  other  reasons  besides  that  of  personal  danger,  Gordon  3158-3168 
Danoer  to  which  Captain  Wynne  was  exposed  in  the  district ; absence  of  any- 
thing in  Ins  manner  to  justify  it,  Burton  3967-3977 Captain  Wynne  was  upheld  at  the 

committee  at  Clondegad  as  being  the  means  of  depriving  the  people  of  work,  John 

Fitzgerald  6146 Reason  of  witness  being  desired  to  dissuade  Captain  Wynne  from 

attending  a meeting  at  Clondegad  on  22  January,  ib.  6174-6176 Conduct  of  Captain 

Wynne  on  this  occasion ; coolness  and  determination  evinced  by  him  under  circum- 
stances of  great  danger,  ib.  6177-6181. 

3.  Opinion  entertained  by  the  Board  of  Works  as  to  his  Letters;  his  own  Explana- 

tion of  the  Circumstances  under  which  they  were  written: 

Impression  of  witness  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Works)  that  Captain  Wynne  spoke  the 
truth  in  his  letter,  dated  5 December  1846;  nothing  was  thought  of  the  letter ; frequency 
of  similar  reports  being  received  of  gentlemen  in  as  high  and  even  higher  positions  than 
those  therein  alluded  to,  Jones  729-734.751-772 Reports  complaining  of  the  con- 

duct of  Members  of  Parliament  and  the  gentry  were  frequent;  none  however  contained  such 
strong  expressions  as  that  of  Captain  Wynne  as  to  “ holding  us  up  to  assassination,”  ib. 

751-768 Haste  with  which  all  witness’s  letters  were  written;  how  far  to  be  regarded  as 

confidential ; different  terms  in  which  they  would  have  been  couched  had  witness  been 
aware  of  their  subsequent  publication ; his  belief  in  the  fidelity  of  their  representations, 
Wynne  917-945- 1195-1204-  1537-1542- 

4.  Testimony  in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne's  conduct  as  Inspecting  Officer : 

Highly  satisfactory  manner  in  which  Captain  Wynne  performed  his  duties  ; testimony 

to  this  effect  contained  in  a letter  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Board,  dated  18  Janu- 
ary 1847,  Jones  682-692 Difficulty  and  danger  of  his  position  in  the  county  Clare; 

satisfaction  the  Board  felt  in  having  an  officer  of  his  judgment,  firmness,  and  discretion 

at  that  post,  z&.  696-700 No  complaints  of  Captain  Wynne’s  mode  of  discharging 

his  duty,  or  of  a want  of  courtesy  towards  the  local  authorities,  were  received  by  the 

Board  of  Works,  ib.  762 Testimonials  from  chairmen  of  relief  committees  and  others 

in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne,  Ev.  p.  140-143;  APP-  P-  794"798-  847-— Testimony  to 
the  forbearance,  good  temper,  and  indefatigability  displayed  by  Captain  Wynne;  now 
far  the  gentry  of  Clare  share  in  this  opinion,  Whitty  4441,  4442.  4539-4541 -Witness 

® J (assistant 
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Report,  1847  —continued. 


Wynne,  Captain — continued. 

4.  Testimony  in  favour  of  Captain  Wynne’s  conduct.  SfC. — continued. 

(assistant  barrister  lor  Clare)  has  heard  general  expressions  of  approbation  of  Captain 
Wynne’s  conduct;  has  never  heard  anything  unfavourable,  Major  4580,  4581. 

Witness  (engineer)  always  received  support  and  encouragement  from  Captain  Wynne 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  Petty  5891 Testimony  to  the  Activity  and  zeal  dis- 

played by  Mr.  Gamble  and  Captain  Wynne  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Hill  7716— 

7720 ; J.  O’Brien,  m.p.  9446-9453 Few  irregularities  prevailing  in  Captain  Wynne’s 

district,  Hill  7828 Orders  received  by  witness  from  the  Commissioners,  on  his  suc- 

ceeding Captain  Wynne  in  the  district,  to  follow  his  system  of  management,  Gordon 
Witness’s  opinion  regarding  Captain  Wynne’s  performance  of  his  duties  ; ex- 
planation with  respect  to  the  letter  he  "has  addressed  to  him,  dated  14  March,  expressive 

of  that  opinion,  ib.  14336-14348 Firmness  of  Captain  Wynne,  ib.  14349 Greater 

stringency  of  the  rule  followed  by  witness  as  to  land  being  taken  as  a test  of  destitution 
than  that  followed  by  Captain  Wynne,  ib.  14350-14353- 

5.  Testimony  to  a contrary  Purport : 

Prepossession  existing  against  Captain  Wynne;  grounds  thereof;  opinion  that  he  was 

wanting  in  discretion,  and  that  he  was  not  a very  active  officer,  Fallon  10775-10783 

Arduous  and  difficult  character  of  the  duties  imposed  on  Captain  Wynne;  opinion  that 
he  was  not  active  in  the  performance  of  them,  Rev.  Tim.  Shannon  12227-12232.  12243- 
12252.  12271-12278. 


t>.  Papers,  Reports,  fyc.  laid  before  the  Committee : 

Statement  delivered  in  by  Captain  Wynne  on  6 May  1847,  Ev.p.  1 ; App.  p.  770—— 
Copies  of  the  letters  of  Captain  Wynne  of  which  the  Members  for  Clare  complain, 
App.  p.  764-768 — —Extract  of  further  report  and  correspondence  of  Captain  Wynne  on 

the  subject  of  relief  works  in  the  county  Clare,  ib.  p.  769 Extracts  from  letters  and 

newspaper  reports  of  proceedings  in  the  county  Clare  during  and  subsequent  to  the  time 

Captain  Wynne  was  engaged  there  as  inspecting  officer,  ib.  p.  772 Further  report 

of  Captain  Wynne  on  the  subject  of  relief-works  m the  county  of  Clare,  dated  4 March 

1847,  ib.  p.  789 Testimonials  from  chairmen  of  relief  committees  and  others  in  favour 

of  Captain  Wynne,  Ev.  p.  140-1 43 ; App.  p.  794~798-  847. 

See  also  Administration  of  Relief.  Appointment  of  Officers.  Clare  Abbey  and 
Killone  Relief  Committee.  Clondegad  Relief  Lists.  L orcomroe  Extraordinary 
PresenlmehfSessions.  Corojin  Relief  Committee.  Gamble,  Mr.  Gentry, 

The.  Gordon,  Captain.  Government  Officers.  Inchiquin  Extraordinary 
Presentment  Sessions.  Kilfenora  Relief  Committee.  Labouchere,  Right  Hon. 

Henry.  Labouchere’ s,  Right  Hon.  Henry.  Letter.  Liscannor  Relief  Commit  tee. 

Liscannor  Relief  Lists,  I.  3.  Macnamara,  Major,  3.  Mcmjbeis  for  Clare. 
Millett  Mr.  O’Brien,  Mr.  Cornelius.  Quin,  Rev.  Mr.  Relief  Committees,  2. 
Rent.  ' Revision  of  Lists.  Roman  Catholic  Clergy.  Stackpoole,  Den n. 
Swinburne,  Lieut.  J.  D.  Tash-Work.  Threatening  Notices.  W est  Clare. 
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